
 

IA     

 
INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

MAINS 2020 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSIGHTSIAS 

 
SIMPLIFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION 

GS- 1I 

www.insightsactivelearn.com    |   www.insightsonindia.com 

 



INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 2 

 
 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: Please remember that following ‘answers’ are NOT ‘model answers’. They are 

NOT synopsis too if we go by definition of the term. What we are providing is content 

that both meets demand of the question and at the same time gives you extra points 

in the form of background information. 
 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 3 

Table of Contents 
Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant 

provisions and basic structure. .......................................................................................................... 9 

Discuss the constitutional provisions available for the Finance Commission of India and explain 

its significance. Also, examine the major recommendations of the recently released interim 

report of the 15th Finance Commission.(250 words) .................................................................... 9 

What is the purpose of a protest? Explain the significance of the right to protest in a democracy, 

Illustrate with cases specific to Indian context.(250 words)........................................................ 13 

Discuss the merits and costs of involving children in protests and political actions while bringing 

out the constitutional provisions associated with the same in our country. (250 words)  ........... 15 

The latest National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data suggest that sedition law remains as 

relevant as ever with sedition arrests increasing in recent years. Critically analyse.(250 words) 16 

The Excerpt from Mahatma Gandhi’s book Hind Swaraj, “real rights are a result of the 

performance of duty” appears obsolete in the contemporary constitutional stage of 

development. Do you agree? Discuss. (250 words) ..................................................................... 19 

Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the 

federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein. ...... 21 

“No democracy can long survive which does not accept as fundamental to its very existence the 

recognition of the rights of minorities”. Critically analyse the relevance of the statement applied 

to current happenings in the capital.(250 words) ....................................................................... 21 

Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges 

and issues arising out of these. ........................................................................................................ 24 

In the Indian polity, states cannot be reduced to mere administrative agencies delegated with 

enforcing Parliamentary laws without any application of mind. Critically analyze. (250 words)  24 

“On several occasions, the Speaker’s role has been questioned on the allegation of bias and the 

office has been criticized for being an agent of pernicious partisan politics”. Critically comment. 

(250 words) ................................................................................................................................. 26 

What is a privilege motion? Discuss the rules related to it and the authority of the Speaker/ 

Chairperson vis-a-vis privilege motion. (250 words) ................................................................... 27 

Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary Ministries and 

Departments of the Government; pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in 

the Polity. ........................................................................................................................................ 29 

“Judicial impartiality is a significant element of justice”, Elucidate in the backdrop of recusal 

made recently by Justice Mohan M Shantanagoudar, Supreme Court judge. (250 words) ......... 29 

Do you agree with the view that “Collegium system requires reconsideration”. Give reasons in 

support of your arguments. (250 words) .................................................................................... 31 

Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various 

Constitutional Bodies.  Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies. ............................... 34 

Without the requisite rules, regulations, and machinery in place, it is not surprising that the 

Lokpal has failed to meet expectations. Critically analyse the statement with respect to the 

functioning of Lokpal in India. (250 words) ................................................................................. 34 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 4 

Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act. ................................................................... 38 

There is a need of more innovative reforms to ensure internal democracy, financial 

accountability in political parties. In the light of the above statement, critically analyse the steps 

taken by the government on electoral reforms. (250 words) ...................................................... 38 

Discuss the provisions available to resolve the problem of criminalization of politics in India and 

also suggest steps that need to be taken to address it more effectively. (250 words)  ................ 40 

with electoral process in India is becoming increasingly advanced in terms of use of data, there 

is a need for a data protection framework to uphold a voter’s informational autonomy. 

Elucidate. (250 words) ................................................................................................................ 44 

The Election Commission of India’s (ECI) new instrument to allow digitally-mediated voting may 

prove to be a revolution in electoral reforms. Do you agree? Analyse. (250 words)................... 47 

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of 

their design and implementation. .................................................................................................... 48 

Discuss the key features of National Mission on Quantum Technologies & Applications (NM-

QTA).  (250 words) ...................................................................................................................... 48 

Bring out the key highlights of the draft National logistic policy, analyse the benefits and 

challenges involved in implementing the same. (250 words)...................................................... 51 

Discuss the suggestions given in the Economic Survey 2020 to boost India’s economic growth. 

(250 words) ................................................................................................................................. 54 

There was hope that the recently proposed Budget would increase allocations in various 

sectors, and in turn would trigger demand but the numbers do not seem promising, Give your 

opinion and analyse. (250 words) ............................................................................................... 57 

Considering the manner in which public data are being stored and used by both the state and 

private entities, a comprehensive Data Protection Act is the need of the hour. Comment. (250 

words) ......................................................................................................................................... 60 

India needs more podiums like the National Bio-Entrepreneurship Competition, to democratize 

innovation for ideas with great prospective societal impact. Comment.(250 words) ................. 61 

Swachh Bharat Mission apart from sanitation aspects aids to generate employment and provide 

impetus to the rural economy. Explain. (250 words) .................................................................. 63 

“The Assisted Reproductive Technology Regulation Bill is a much-needed complement to 

Surrogacy Bill”. Elucidate. (250 words) ....................................................................................... 65 

Balanced use of fertilizers based on soil testing on a mission mode is creating a quiet revolution. 

Analyse in the context of Soil health card programme. (250 words) ........................................... 67 

Amidst the newly signed Bodo Agreement, there is a need to ensure that a Bodo solution does 

not create a non-Bodo problem. Analyse. (250 words) ............................................................... 69 

Discuss the impact of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) on loan recovery and also suggest 

remedial measures for better implementation of the Code.(250 words) .................................... 70 

Discuss the idea of Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA); in what way will it protect 

the rights of the consumer in the country? (250 words) ............................................................. 73 

What are Technical textiles? Discuss the Initiatives of Government in this direction with special 

focus on National Technical Textile Mission. (250 words) ........................................................... 74 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 5 

Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the 

performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the 

protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections. ................................................................ 77 

Do you think privatization of health and education sectors in India can bring transformational 

shift in the current social indicators? Examine with suitable cases. (250 words) ........................ 77 

Should the Scheduled caste and scheduled tribes community have reservations in promotions? 

Critically examine. (250 words) ................................................................................................... 80 

Has the concept of Aadhaar succeeded as a ‘game changer’ for India’s leaky welfare regime? 

Analyse.  (250 words) .................................................................................................................. 82 

Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, 

Education, Human Resources. ......................................................................................................... 86 

Discuss whether the recurrent viral outbreaks can be termed as man-made disasters. Illustrate 

with the case of corona outbreak. (250 words)........................................................................... 86 

Along with value-added administration, the education system needs a revamp to address India’s 

human capital crisis effectively. Deliberate.(250 words) ............................................................ 87 

“The evolution of the widely practiced Unani system of medicine has been as a syncretic 

science”, under such pretext explain in what way practicing such systems of medicines can lead 

to sustainable and effective healthcare in the country. (250 words) .......................................... 89 

India is often labeled as the ‘pharmacy of the world’, But with reliance on API imports from 

China running to well over 60% for most drugs, India’s claim to be a world leader in 

pharmaceuticals is heavily compromised. Analyse what should India do to overcome such 

dependencies and maintain its position in the pharma industry.(250 words)  ............................ 90 

Discuss the Key components of the Delhi model of education. Explain how it has successfully 

tried to bridge the gaps between the education for masses and that for the classes. (250 words)

 .................................................................................................................................................... 92 

Do you consider that the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Bill doesn’t do enough to safeguard 

women’s choices and interests in the country? Critically analyse. (250 words) .......................... 95 

Issues relating to poverty and hunger. ............................................................................................. 98 

What are Orphan diseases? Discuss the challenges involved in the treatment of such diseases. 

Explain in the context of India whether the State should be responsible for such treatments.(250 

words) ......................................................................................................................................... 98 

“Corruption deepens inequalities and increases poverty and obstructs the growth prospects of 

the nation. “Comment. (250 words) ......................................................................................... 100 

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications, 

models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & accountability and 

institutional and other measures. .................................................................................................. 102 

The auditing profession plays a vital role in maintaining the integrity of the Indian capital 

markets, but recent audit failures are renewing doubts about whether the country’s largest 

accounting firms are truly serving the public interest. Critically examine and suggest measures 

to overcome the challenges.(250 words) .................................................................................. 102 

India and its neighborhood- relations. ........................................................................................... 104 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 6 

Discuss the indispensability of a strong relation between India and Sri Lanka. (250 words)  ..... 104 

Do you think India’s desire to diversify its defence imports wedged India-Russia relations in 

recent past? Examine. (250 words) ........................................................................................... 108 

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s 

interests. ....................................................................................................................................... 111 

Despite the unsolved tension between Israelis and Palestinians the defining war is a broader 

struggle among multiple players seeking regional hegemony. Thus, is it right to say that New 

West Asia today is rife with small state, non-state actors pitted against each other? Analyse. 

(250 words) ............................................................................................................................... 111 

Discuss the historical and current engagements of India with Africa. Why is Africa important for 

India? (250 words) .................................................................................................................... 113 

What is Blue dot Network? How will it benefit India amidst evolving Indo-Pacific strategies of 

the US? Discuss. (250 words) .................................................................................................... 116 

While both India and the U.S sit together for bilaterals, the Pakistan factor may continue to be 

an irritant in the larger scheme of the strategic partnership. Discuss what the challenges before 

India are and suggest solutions. (250 words) ............................................................................ 118 

Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, Indian 

Diaspora. ....................................................................................................................................... 121 

Will Trump’s peace plan help resolve Israel-Palestine crisis? Discuss the possibilities and suggest 

way forward.(250 words) .......................................................................................................... 121 

At the moment, India is one of the few countries which have major interest in international 

seaborne trade. In the backdrop of such a situation critically examine the role played by India in 

the International Maritime Organization (IMO). (250 words) ................................................... 124 

The United States Trade Representatives (USTR) has updated its list of developing and least-

developed countries, removing India from the list of countries that are designated as 

developing, what does this indicate for India? Discuss and elaborate on the pros and cons.(250 

words) ....................................................................................................................................... 126 

 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 7 

 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 8 

 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 9 

Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure. 

Discuss the constitutional provisions available for the Finance Commission of India and 

explain its significance. Also, examine the major recommendations of the recently 

released interim report of the 15th Finance Commission.(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The report of the 15th Finance Commission headed by N K Singh was tabled in Parliament. Thus the 
context of the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question is straightforward and aims to note upon Finance commission and the recently released 
interim report. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the constitutional provisions of FC. 
Body: 
Start by explaining the working and purpose of the FC; The Finance Commission is a body set up 
under Article 280 of the Constitution, primarily to recommend measures and methods on how 
revenues, which the government earns through various taxes, need to be distributed between the 
Centre and the states. Discuss the related provisions of it in detail.Bring out the highlights of Interim 
Report of 15th FC. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by relevance of the released interim report of the 15th Finance Commission. 
Introduction: 

The Fifteenth Finance Commission was constituted by a Presidential Order in November, 2017 under 

the Chairmanship of Shri N. K. Singh to decide the formula for devolution of revenue between 

Centre and States, for a period of 5 years – April, 2020 to March, 2025. 

Finance Commission: 

1. The Finance Commission is constituted by the President under article 280 of the 

Constitution, mainly to give its recommendations on distribution of tax revenues between the Union 

and the States and amongst the States themselves. 

2. Two distinctive features of the Commission’s work involve redressing the vertical imbalances 

between the taxation powers and expenditure responsibilities of the centre and the States 

respectively and equalization of all public services across the States. 

Constitutional Provisions of Finance Commission India: 

A defined frame of constitutional provisions of finance commission India was drafted during the 

early 1920s. This was drafted with the main motto of maximum exploitation of business opportunity 
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for the British ruler. Further, the British ruler also employed the policy of favoritism towards local 

Indian rulers to create a wedge of communal difference amongst the dominant religions of India. 

Constitutional provisions of finance commission India: 

1. The President of India shall, within maximum of two years from the commencement of the 

draft and thereafter completion of every fifth year or at earlier time (as he deems necessary), by 

order should constitute a Finance Commission 

2. The Finance Commission shall consist of a chairman and four other members, appointed by 

the President himself 

3. The elected parliament may by formulating appropriate law determine the qualifications of 

such members of the Finance Commission and it may also determine the manner in which the 

members shall be selected. 

The Finance Commission shall entail recommendations to the President of India on: 

1. Distribution of the income of the government (including central and provisions 

governments) as per proportion or according to the contribution made towards such collection of 

revenues by each such provisions governments or central government 

2. Define the grounds on which the government should allocate the grants-in-aid of the 

revenues of the Indian provisionss out of the consolidated fund of India. The quantum of allocation 

of such funds need to compliment the requirements of the panchayat and resource of the 

Consolidated Fund of a provisions 

3. The quantum of allocation of such funds need to compliment the requirements of the 

Municipalities in the provisions and the resources of the Finance Commission of the provisions 

4. Any other matter referred to the Commission by the President in the interests of sound 

finance. The Finance Commission of India shall also determine the operational process and is vested 

with such powers in the operation as per the provisions enacted by the parliament of India. 

Major recommendations of the recently released interim report of the 15th Finance Commission: 

1. The Commission has reduced the vertical devolution — the share of tax revenues that the 

Centre shares with the states — from 42% to 41%. 

2. The Commission has said that it intends to set up an expert group to initiate a non-lapsable 

fund for defence expenditure. 

State- wise distribution: 

1. Shares of the southern states, except Tamil Nadu, have fallen — with Karnataka losing the 

most. 

2. Shares of states like Maharashtra, Himachal Pradesh and Punjab, along with Tamil Nadu, all 

of which have fertility rates below the replacement level, have increased slightly. 

3. On the other hand, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Karnataka, and West Bengal’s shares have 

fallen, even though their fertility rates are also low. 

4. Incidentally, Karnataka, the biggest loser in this exercise, also had the highest tax-GSDP ratio 

in 2017-18, as per an RBI report on state finances. 
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Grants-in-aid 

In 2020-21, the following grants will be provided to states: (i) revenue deficit grants, (ii) grants to 

local bodies, and (iii) disaster management grants.  The Commission has also proposed a framework 

for sector-specific and performance-based grants.  State-specific grants will be provided in the final 

report. 

1. Revenue deficit grants: In 2020-21, 14 states are estimated to have an aggregate revenue 

deficit of Rs 74,340 crore post-devolution. The Commission recommended revenue deficit grants for 

these states 

2. Special grants: In case of three states, the sum of devolution and revenue deficit grants is 

estimated to decline in 2020-21 as compared to 2019-20. These states are Karnataka, Mizoram, and 

Telangana.  The Commission has recommended special grants to these states aggregating to Rs 

6,764 crore. 

3. Sector-specific grants: The Commission has recommended a grant of Rs 7,375 crore for 

nutrition in 2020-21. 

4. Disaster risk management: The Commission recommended setting up National and State 

Disaster Management Funds (NDMF and SDMF) for the promotion of local-level mitigation 

activities.  The Commission has recommended retaining the existing cost-sharing patterns between 

the centre and states to fund the SDMF (new) and the SDRF (existing). 

5. Grants to local bodies: The total grants to local bodies for 2020-21 has been fixed at Rs 

90,000 crore, of which Rs 60,750 crore is recommended for rural local bodies (67.5%) and Rs 29,250 

crore for urban local bodies (32.5%). This allocation is 4.31% of the divisible pool. 

Recommendations on fiscal roadmap 

Fiscal deficit and debt levels: 

1. The Commission noted that recommending a credible fiscal and debt trajectory roadmap 

remains problematic due to uncertainty around the economy. 

2. It recommended that both central and state governments should focus on debt 

consolidation and comply with the fiscal deficit and debt levels as per their respective Fiscal 

Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Acts. 

Off-budget borrowings: 

1. The Commission observed that financing capital expenditure through off-budget borrowings 

detracts from compliance with the FRBM Act. 

2. It recommended that both the central and state governments should make full disclosure of 

extra-budgetary borrowings. 

3. The outstanding extra-budgetary liabilities should be clearly identified and eliminated in a 

time-bound manner. 

Statutory framework for public financial management: 

1. The Commission recommended forming an expert group to draft legislation to provide for a 

statutory framework for sound public financial management system. 
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2. It observed that an overarching legal fiscal framework is required which will provide for 

budgeting, accounting, and audit standards to be followed at all levels of government. 

Tax capacity: 

1. In 2018-19, the tax revenue of state governments and central government together stood at 

around 17.5% of GDP. 

2. The Commission noted that tax revenue is far below the estimated tax capacity of the 

country. 

Financing of security-related expenditure: 

1. The ToR of the Commission required it to examine whether a separate funding mechanism 

for defence and internal security should be set up and if so, how it can be operationalised. 

2. In this regard, the Commission intends to constitute an expert group comprising 

representatives of the Ministries of Defence, Home Affairs, and Finance. 

How revenue has been divided? 

1. FC has considered the 2011 population along with forest cover, tax effort, area of the state, 

and “demographic performance” to arrive at the states’ share in the divisible pool of taxes. 

2. In order to reward population control efforts by states, the Commission developed a 

criterion for demographic effort — which is essentially the ratio of the state’s population in 1971 to 

its fertility rate in 2011 — with a weight of 12.5%. 

3. The total area of states, area under forest cover, and “income distance” were also used by 

the FC to arrive at the tax-sharing formula. 

Criticisms: 

1. The population parameter used by the Commission has been criticised by the governments 

of the southern states. 

2. The previous FC used both the 1971 and the 2011 populations to calculate the states’ 

shares, giving greater weight to the 1971 population (17.5%) as compared to the 2011 population 

(10%). 

3. The use of 2011 population figures has resulted in states with larger populations like UP and 

Bihar getting larger shares, while smaller states with lower fertility rates have lost out. 

4. The combined population of the Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and 

Jharkhand is 47.8 crore. 

5. This is over 39.48% of India’s total population, and is spread over 32.4% of the country’s 

area, as per the 2011 Census. 

6. On the other hand, the southern states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and undivided 

Andhra Pradesh are home to only 20.75% of the population living in 19.34% of the area, with a 

13.89% share of the taxes. 

7. This means that the terms decided by the Commission are loaded against the more 

progressive (and prosperous) southern states. 
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Conclusion: 

The 15th Union Finance Commission, in its interim report, had awarded ₹74,000 crore for the grant 

to States, but Union Finance Minister in  budget speech had said that the Centre would provide a 

substantial share in this score and it was whittled down to ₹30,000 crore. 

What is the purpose of a protest? Explain the significance of the right to protest in a 

democracy, Illustrate with cases specific to Indian context.(250 words) 
Reference: India Today 

Introduction: 

Protests play an important part in the civil, political, economic, social and cultural life of all societies. 

Historically, protests have often inspired positive social change and the advancement of human 

rights, and they continue to help define and protect civic space in all parts of the world. 

Purpose of a protest: 

1. Protests encourage the development of an engaged and informed citizenry. 

2. They strengthen representative democracy by enabling direct participation in public affairs. 

3. They enable individuals and groups to express dissent and grievances, to share views and 

opinions, to expose flaws in governance and to publicly demand that the authorities and other 

powerful entities rectify problems and are accountable for their actions. 

4. A clear issue or problem is identified. 

5. A symbol of some kind is used to shine a bright light on the issue and to galvanize support. 

6. The protest is conducted peaceably. 

7. The issue and the proposed solution are communicated clearly (i.e. what the protestors 

want and how to get it). 

Right to protest: 

The right to protest is a human right arising out of a number of recognized human rights. While no 

human rights instrument or national constitution grants the absolute right to protest, such a right to 

protest may be a manifestation of the right to freedom of assembly, the right to freedom of 

association, and the right to freedom of speech. Additionally, protest and restrictions on protest 

have lasted as long as governments have. 

The significance of the right to protest in a democracy: 

1. Convinced that protests constitute a fundamental pillar of democracy and complement the 

holding of free and fair elections; 

2. Recalling that protests occur in all societies, as people stand up for their civil, political, 

economic, cultural and social rights, struggle against repression, fight against poverty, protect the 

environment or demand sustainable development, and thereby contribute towards progress; 

3. Bearing in mind that participating in protests enables all people to individually and 

collectively express dissent and seek to influence and strengthen governments’ policymaking and 

governing practices, as well as the actions of other powerful entities in society; 
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4. Highlighting that the right to protest embodies the exercise of a number of indivisible, 

interdependent and interconnected human rights, in particular the rights to freedom of expression, 

freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, the right to take part in the conduct of public 

affairs, the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, the right to strike, the right to take 

part in cultural life, as well as the rights to life, privacy, liberty and security of the person, and the 

right to freedom from discrimination; 

5. Recognizing that a free and independent media and digital technologies are essential for 

ensuring the public is informed about protests and their context, for facilitating and organising 

protests, for enabling the free flow of information between all actors concerned in protests, and for 

monitoring and reporting on violations; 

6. Acknowledging that digital technologies and the internet also provide a platform for online 

protests. 

7. Emphasizing the invaluable role of civil society, including journalists and human rights 

defenders, in protests, including through their organisation and mobilisation of others, and by 

documenting, reporting on, and demanding accountability for violations of the rights of protesters; 

8. Expressing our abhorrence at brutal repression against many protests, including the 

unnecessary, excessive and unlawful use of force, arbitrary detention, enforced disappearances, 

torture, summary executions or extrajudicial killings; 

9. Deeply concerned by legal, policy and law enforcement measures that deter, prevent or 

obstruct protests, including detention, harassment and intimidation, and disproportionate criminal, 

administrative and civil sanctions against protesters; 

10. Cognizant that the development of surveillance technologies and the data retention 

capabilities of both public authorities and private actors may violate the human rights of protesters 

and have a chilling effect on protests generally; 

11. Desiring to demand that governments fulfil their obligation to respect, protect and facilitate 

the enjoyment of the right to protest without discrimination of any kind, to avoid unlawful, 

unjustified or unnecessary restrictions, and to ensure accountability for violations; and to encourage 

private entities to meet their responsibilities in this regard. 

Examples of Successful protests: 

 Nirbhaya Movement, 2012 

The 2012 Delhi gang rape incident saw one of the angriest reactions from people who were very 

clear on expressing that they have had enough. After the incident, thousands came out on streets to 

protest in several parts of the country. The movement also created a stir in social media. Taking the 

movement into consideration, the government at the centre and various states announced several 

steps to ensure the safety of women. 

Anti-Corruption Movement by Anna Hazare, 2011 

When anti-corruption activist Anna Hazare began a hunger strike at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on 

April 5, 2011, the movement led to the resignation of Agriculture Minister Sharad Pawar from the 

group of ministers that had been charged with reviewing the draft Jan Lokpal bill. The initiative 

brought together a huge number of people, making it a one-of-its-kind event in decades. 
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Conclusion: 

During points of widespread tension or controversy within a society, it is important for government 

institutions to recognize this right. A democracy’s ability to preserve its citizen’s right to protest is a 

result of that democracy’s “political health. 

Discuss the merits and costs of involving children in protests and political actions while 

bringing out the constitutional provisions associated with the same in our country. (250 

words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The question is in the background of recent Supreme Court’s move to take suo motu cognizance of 
children taking part in demonstrations in Shaheen Bagh in Delhi. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the merits and costs of involving children in protests and political actions 
and discuss the constitutional provisions associated with it. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain what constitutes – the right to protest and what are the constitutional provisions 
associated with it in the country. 
Body: 
List down the basic provisions associated with the right to protest in the country. Explain significance 
of Article 19; right to protest, United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) etc. Then 
move onto discuss in what way questions have emerged whether it is responsible parenting to 
protect children from these issues or to involve children in the middle of a protest that involves police 
action and could become volatile. Take hints from the article and present your opinion with suitable 
justifications. 
Conclusion: 
Take a fair and balanced approach and conclude with a middle path that strikes balance between 
right to protest and protection of children in such incidences. 
Introduction: 

The Supreme Court recently took suo motu cognizance to “stop involvement of children and infants 

in demonstrations” following the death of an infant on January 30 at Shaheen Bagh in New Delhi. 

However, there are many legal and social difficulties involved in the Supreme Court’s move to take 

suo motu cognizance of children taking part in demonstrations. This has a direct impact on children’s 

right to protest as well as on their mothers’ right to protest. 

Body: 

Merits involved in children in protests and political actions: 

1. According to the Article 12 UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), a child should be 

provided the opportunity to be heard in any judicial and administrative proceedings affecting the 

child, either directly or through a representative. 
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2. Article 5 of CRC recognises the “evolving capacities” of children. This means that as children 

acquire enhanced competencies, there is a diminishing need for them to be protected. 

3. A protest is also a space where children get to experience and assert citizenship 

4. It could also be a space for children to celebrate their unity as Indians. 

5. The case has a direct impact on children’s right to participate in or witness a protest as well 

as on their mothers’ right to protest. 

6. If by saying that women should not be allowed to take their children to protests, we would 

be effectively rendering impossible women’s own mobility and pushing them back into their homes. 

7. While many schools encourage children to read newspapers and watch news channels, 

attending a protest is also a way for children to receive information and ideas 

Costs involved in children in protests and political actions: 

1. Health: the disastrous results of a history of violence, illegal detentions and torture can 

show up as mental illness. 

2. Detention: Children, many of whose ages if wrongly recorded, would be detained and 

mistreated for several days in police lock-up, without any charge. 

3. Many of them were taken away at midnight by law enforcement officers with no record of 

their arrests, making it difficult to trace them. 

4. Various reports of illegal detention and torture of boys and a firsthand account of mothers 

waiting for their children’s return have been released. 

5. Education: Violence could cause destruction of educational infrastructure, in addition to the 

unlawful detentions, leaves a lifelong impact on children. 

6. Psychology: There is a strain on social structures due to the loss of family environment, safe 

spaces and education and health facilities. 

7. All these severely traumatize the children and perpetuate a cycle of fear and bitterness in 

them. 

Way forward: 

1. In order to ensure that Children have a productive upbringing free of any mental torture 

imposed due to structural reasons (poverty, insensitivity of bureaucracy)- government should bring 

in long term reforms. 

2. This includes enhanced spending on education and health, proper implementation of JJ Act 

and POSCO Act, societal awareness programmes about significance of Child’s mental health and 

sensitization of personnel involved in Child Welfare programmes. 

The latest National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data suggest that sedition law 

remains as relevant as ever with sedition arrests increasing in recent years. Critically 

analyse.(250 words) 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why this question: 
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The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), though, has only been collecting separate data on 
sedition cases since 2014. In 2014, there were 47 cases of sedition but that number increased to 70 in 
2018 (the latest year with available data). Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the relevance of such alarming data and need to analyse the sedition law 
and the concerns associated with it. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Present the case of Sedition in India. Compared to other offences, sedition remains a rare crime (it 
accounts for less than 0.01% of all IPC crimes). But within India, some parts are emerging as sedition 
hotspots. 
Body: 
Discuss what constitutes sedition. Explain the role played by sedition law historically. Sedition, which 
falls under Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code, is defined as any action that brings or attempts to 
bring hatred or contempt towards the government of India. Critically examine the need of such laws 
and changes desired to address the challenge of sedition often being witnessed in the country. 
Conclusion: 
Thought the need to retain the provision of sedition to effectively combat anti-national, secessionist 
and terrorist elements is necessary ,it’s time to relook and evolve newer strategies to tackle the 
challenge of sedition in newer and better ways. 
 

Introduction: 

Sedition, which falls under Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code, is defined as any action that 

brings or attempts to bring hatred or contempt towards the government of India and has been 

illegal in India since 1870. The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), though, has only been 

collecting separate data on sedition cases since 2014. In 2014, there were 47 cases of sedition but 

that number increased to 70 in 2018 

Body: 

NCRB data statistics: 

 Compared to other offences, sedition remains a rare crime (it accounts for less than 0.01% of all 

IPC crimes). 

 But within India, some parts are emerging as sedition hotspots. 

 Assam and Jharkhand, for instance, with 37 sedition cases each, account for 32% of all sedition 

cases between 2014-2018. 

 In Jharkhand, the police have used sedition to charge different types of protesters. 

 In January, more than 3,000 protesters against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) were 

charged with sedition while in 2019, more than 3,300 farmers were charged with sedition for 

protesting about land disputes. 

 Since 2016, only four sedition cases have seen a conviction in court. One reason for this could be 

that sedition as an offence has no solid legal grounding in India. 
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Dark side of Sedition Law: 

 Before Independence, this charge was used by the British to suppress the freedom movement. 

 Ironically, the same draconian law has become a tool that the country is now using against its 

own people. 

 During colonial period section 124-A was interpreted by the privy council in a way to suppress 

every act that expressed discontent against the government. 

 Many freedom fighters were slapped with these charges for invoking feelings of nationalism and 

educating people of India against the policies adopted by the colonial power. 

Why Sedition law must be stripped off? 

 The recent order of a Bihar court directing the filing of an FIR against 49 eminent persons who 

signed an open letter to the Prime Minister expressing concerns over mob lynching is 

shocking, disappointing, and completely disregards the true meaning of the law. 

 Dissent is the lifeblood of democracy. Democracy has no meaning without freedoms and 

sedition as interpreted and applied by the police and governments is a negation of it. 

 Terms like “disaffection” and “contempt” can be stretched to mean just about anything, 

enabling. 

 There have been many incidents in recent times where “misguided” people have been 

termed “anti-national”. 

 Law enforcement agencies forget the fact that the sentiment could have been demonstrated 

through a slogan, a cheer, a statement, protest against a nuclear power project, or an innocuous 

post on social media. In all these cases, the state, across regimes, has filed charges of sedition. 

 Authorities often forget the fact that sedition can’t be applied to instances of criticism of the 

government or a political functionary. More importantly, words alone are not enough for such a 

charge to be slapped. Incitement to violence is the most crucial ingredient of the offence of 

sedition. 

 Going through the numbers that the National Crime Records Bureau puts out every year, it is 

clear that despite the rise in sedition cases, convictions happen in barely a few. Even if these 

people are not convicted, the slapping of these charges is a way the governments over the years 

have been sending a strong message to its own people—obey or be ready to face consequences. 

 Hence, before the law loses its potency, the Supreme Court, being the protector of the 

fundamental rights of the citizens has to step in and evaluate the law and may declare Section 

124A unconstitutional if necessary. 

 As events have shown, however, the gap between the law and its judicial interpretation has 

become so wide that there can be no interpretive bridge that will adequately protect liberty. 

 This being the case, the Supreme Court will, hopefully, reconsider its 1962 decision, and strike 

down the law of sedition as being unconstitutional. 

Way Forward: 

 All speech-related offences should be made bailable offences; this would lessen the harmful 

impact of using arrest and custody as a way of harassing anyone exercising their rights under 

Article 19(1) (a). The chilling effect on freedom of speech and expression must be erased. 

 Forming a committee involving Government and renowned civil society members while deciding 

cases under section 124 A. 

 To limit the discretionary power as much as possible through better and comprehensive drafting 

of guidelines. 
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 The offences should be made non-cognisable so that there is at least a judicial check on the 

police acting on the basis of politically motivated complaints. 

 In the case of offences under Sections 153A (“promoting enmity between different groups on 

grounds of religion, race, place of birth, residence, language, etc, and doing acts prejudicial to 

maintenance of harmony”) and 295A of the Indian Penal Code, it is mandatory under Section 

196(1) of the Code of Criminal Procedure to obtain prior sanction of the government before 

taking cognisance of the offences. This needs to be extended to the offence of sedition under 

Section 124A. 

 In the case of hate speech, it is important to raise the burden of proof on those who claim that 

their sentiments are hurt rather than accept them at face value. 

 And finally, it is crucial that courts begin to take action against those who bring malicious 

complaints against speech acts. 

Conclusion: 

The word ‘sedition’ is thus extremely nuanced, and needs to be applied with caution. It is like 

cannon that ought not be used to shoot a mouse; but the arsenal also demands possession of 

cannons, mostly as a deterrent, and on occasion for shooting. 

The Excerpt from Mahatma Gandhi’s book Hind Swaraj, “real rights are a result of the 

performance of duty” appears obsolete in the contemporary constitutional stage of 

development. Do you agree? Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why this question: 
In the recently held International Judicial Conference 2020, the Chief Justice of India drew attention 
to the Constitution’s Fundamental Duties chapter and stressed on the importance of citizens’ duties 
by citing Gandhi’s Hind Swaraj, which quotes that “real rights are a result of [the] performance of 
duty.” Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the relevance/obsoleteness of the quote made by Mahatma Gandhi to the 
contemporary times of the Constitutional evolvement. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the meaning of the excerpt – “real rights are a result of the performance of duty”. 
Body: 
The author of the article states that though on the outset the inter-relationship between duties and 
rights may seem reasonable, the merging of the ideas of rights and duties ought to be resisted. The 
author in the given article makes several arguments to justify his stand. One can use these 
justifications to argue for the question and substantiate. Discuss in what way to a major extent it’s 
the rights that prevail over duties in the present times. Take cues from the article to form a fair and 
balanced stand. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that while determining the precedence of duties or rights it is very important to consider 
the position of the individual in the constitutional scheme of things and the Constitution’s 
commitment to combating hierarchy and that its time to rephrase the quote to “Real duties are the 
result of the fulfillment of rights.” 
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Introduction: 

Indian Constitution provides its citizens with the Fundamental Rights and lists the Fundamental 

Duties to be followed by them. The Constitution covers a broad spectrum of domains to protect the 

rights of the common man by introducing six rights as Fundamental Rights. Similarly, the 

Fundamental Duties are also emphasised upon by the Constitution. Gandhiji equated freedom with 

self-rule because he wished to build into the concept of freedom the notion of obligation to others 

as well as to oneself, while retaining the element of voluntariness that is the very basis of freedom. 

The notion of self-rule implies the voluntary internalization of our obligation to others which will be 

obstructed by our placing ourselves at the mercy of our selfish desires. 

Body: 

“real rights are a result of the performance of duty” appears obsolete: 

1. As citizens, there exists a wide range of duties that bind us in everyday life. These duties are 

owed both to the state, and to other individuals. 

2. We have a legal duty to pay our taxes, to refrain from committing violence against our 

fellow-citizens, and to follow other laws that Parliament has enacted. 

3. Breach of these legal duties triggers fines or even time in jail. 

4. At any given time, therefore, we are already following a host of duties, which guide and 

constrain how we may behave. 

5. They follow a simple logic: that peaceful co-existence requires a degree of self-sacrifice, and 

that if necessary, this must be enforced through the set of sanctions. 

6. However, the fundamentals rights such as right to life and equality and freedom of speech 

enshrined under the Constitution are enforceable against the State and its instrumentalities and the 

private parties, performing state actions, have been taking the plea that they cannot be held 

accountable for breach of such rights of the citizens. 

7. The Constitution will lose its importance, if there are no redressal for the violation of 

fundamental rights of citizens by private parties performing government functions. 

8. Without the moral compass of rights and their place in the transformative Constitutional 

scheme the language of duties can lead to unpleasant consequences. 

9. It can end up entrenching existing power structures by placing the burden of “duties” upon 

those that are already vulnerable and marginalised. 

But Rights and Duties go Hand in Hand: 

1. Mahatma Gandhi in Hind Swaraj observed that “Real rights are a result of the performance 

of duty”. 

2. The CJI also referred to “incredible technological advancement” and said now the entire 

world was interconnected and a small change in one corner of the world can result in changes in 

different parts of the world. 

3. Rights and duties are closely related and cannot be separated from one another. For every 

right, there is a corresponding duty. 
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4. The State protects and enforces rights and it is the duty of all citizens to be loyal to the state. 

Thus, a citizen has both Rights and Duties. 

5. Terming India as “a melting pot of myriad cultures and traditions”, the CJI said, “We have 

assimilated legal cultures of all the civilisations that have come to our shores – the Mughals, the 

Portuguese, the French, the Dutch and finally the English. 

Conclusion: 

Democracy is very fragile and it depends on the “faith of public on the system” and “the law of 

contempt is used not for protection of an individual but for protecting the public faith in an 

institution”. Government investment will have to recognize and address the changing needs of 

citizens over their entire lifetimes, provide platforms to help them get the resources and make the 

connections they need, and see a whole set of public goods created by the sum of their deliberately 

many parts. The Constitution, a charter of liberation, is fundamentally about rights. It is only after 

guarantee to all the full sum of humanity, dignity, equality, and freedom promised by the 

Constitution, that we can ask of them to do their duty. 

 

 

Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local 

levels and challenges therein. 

“No democracy can long survive which does not accept as fundamental to its very 

existence the recognition of the rights of minorities”. Critically analyse the relevance of 

the statement applied to current happenings in the capital.(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The author of the article highlights the Events in Delhi that have taken a high toll recently and he 
urges that Apex court and government must act urgently to restore confidence, and ensure that 
minority rights do not remain on paper. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the inherent implications of the statement of the question and its essence to 
the ongoing turmoil in Delhi. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the basic background of the quote applied to the case of Delhi riots. 
Body: 
Discuss the context of the question in short – More than 30 people have lost their lives in the violence 
in Delhi, houses have been torched and an entire market set on fire. Discuss incidences in the past 
and the lacunae in the systems that have led to such situations. Explain why there is the turmoil? 
What are the implications of it? Take hints from the article and explain what constitution says about 
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protection of minority rights. Explain the role that the government and judiciary must play to ensure 
preservation of Democracy. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that there is an urgent need to preserve and protect the rights of minorities to ensure the 
health, vitality and strength of the free State of India. 
 

Introduction: 

The Supreme Court has condemned the Delhi Police for its lack of professionalism in the recent 

violence in North East Delhi which claimed more than 30 lives. The Delhi High Court has also 

observed that it could not permit a repeat of the genocide against the Sikhs in 1984. Recent increase 

in hate crimes has also triggered debates about the need for a separate legislation to protect 

minorities against lynching and hate crimes. 

Body: 

Importance of recognition of rights of minorities: 

1. The Indian socio-economic fabric is very complex because it is much affected by caste, 

religion and all the more regional / linguistic differentials. 

2. At the same time, the Indian economic, social and political institutions which are persisting 

since centuries have a historical basis 

3. These factors have given a unique character to Indian society. It has become a 

conglomeration of various layers and segments divided and sub-divided. 

4. The visionary framers of the Constitution were conscious of the insecurities of the minorities 

and, therefore, provided them the right to propagate and practise their religion freely, and assured 

protection to their places of worship. 

5. Mahatma Gandhi went to the extent of saying that the claim of a country to be civilised 

depends on the way it treats its minorities. 

Constitution and protection of minority rights: 

1. The term “Minority” has not been properly defined anywhere in the Indian Constitution. 

2. According to the Article 29 of the Constitution, any group living within the jurisdiction of 

India is entitled to preserve and promote its own language, script or literature, and culture. 

3. Article 29 has the word “minorities” in its heading but refers to “any sections of citizens 

having a distinct language, script or culture”. This may be a whole community generally seen as a 

minority or a group within a majority community. 

4. Article 30 speaks specifically of two categories of minorities – religious and linguistic. 

5. The remaining two Articles – 350A and 350B – relate to linguistic minorities only. 

6. The object of Articles 25 to 30 is to preserve the rights of religious and linguistic minorities. 

7. Article 51A which is of special relevance for the Minorities 

Role that the government and judiciary must play to ensure preservation of Democracy: 
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1. Prime Minister’s 15-point program for the welfare of the minorities. 

2. The Places of Worship Act is intrinsically related to the obligations of a secular state. It 

reflects the commitment of India to the equality of all religions. 

3. the Places of Worship Act is an affirmation of the solemn duty which was cast upon the state 

to preserve and protect the equality of faiths as an essential constitutional value, a norm which has 

the status of being a basic feature of the Constitution. 

4. The court also pointed out that Article 27 would be violated if a secular state contributed 

towards the repair of religious places. 

5. USTAAD: The Scheme aims at upgrading Skills and Training in preservation of traditional 

Ancestral Arts/Crafts of minorities. 

6. Hamari Darohar: The Scheme aims to preserve rich heritage of minority communities in 

context of Indian culture. 

7. Khwaza Garib Nawaz Senior Secondary School: Will be established at Ajmer by Maulana 

Azad Education Foundation (MAEF) to give a fillip to minority education. 

8. Nai Manzil: A bridge course to bridge the academic and skill development gaps of the deeni 

Madrasa pass outs with their mainstream counterparts. 

9. Nai Roshni: The scheme is envisaged to reach out to women through nongovernmental 

organizations who will be provided with financial support 

10. Minority Cyber Gram: The MCG programme seeks to introduce digital literacy skills in 

identified minority clusters in India 

Way forward: 

1. In order to protect our constitutional values of individual dignity, Equality and liberty we 

must strive to discourage and remove hate filled messages from our society. 

2. Political leadership must take a leadership role in disowning hateful elements within their 

party and uphold their commitment to our constitution. 

3. A comprehensive anti-hate legislation and policy must be brought to act as a deterrent 

against hate crimes. 

4. Recent positive developments like decriminalisation of homosexuality have shown that our 

society is empathetic towards minorities. A few anti-social elements must not be allowed to 

jeopardise gains made in this regard. 

5. Only a coalition of the oppressed castes, classes and gender across religions can overcome 

communalism 

6. struggle for secularisation has to go along with the resistance to the majoritarian attempt to 

equate majority and minority communalism 

7. The scourge and cycle of communal hatred and violence can be stopped only by ending first 

the history of false equivalences and selective silences. 
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Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 

powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

In the Indian polity, states cannot be reduced to mere administrative agencies 

delegated with enforcing Parliamentary laws without any application of mind. Critically 

analyze. (250 words) 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The article discusses that as of January 28, the Chief Ministers of at least 11 States have expressed 
their unwillingness to implement the National Register of Citizens (NRC).Thus the question ponders to 
evaluate the relationship between centre and States and the federal character of the Indian polity. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the significance of evolving new measures to foster cooperation between 
Union and state government on crucial constitutional issues. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Give a brief introduction about the recent events that affected the state’s will in Implementing Union 
laws. 
Body: 
Discuss about the relevant constitutional provisions in this regard. 
State the pros and cons of implementing parliament laws by states uniformly. 
Suggest a suitable way forward. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that new measures should be evolved to foster cooperation between Union and state 
government on crucial constitutional issues. 
Introduction: 

India is a federal state where the Centre and the State are the Cooperating units of the polity. Yet 

India is an asymmetrical federalism, with the balance of power tilting in the favour of the 

Centre. Article 256 deals with Union-state relation and State’s obligation while Article 365 mandates 

the state governments to follow and implement the directions of the Central government. Changing 

dynamics of party system is shaping the trajectory of Federalism from cooperative to 

confrontationalist. 

Body: 

Provisions that favour the Union Government 

 Article 355 enjoins the Union to “… ensure that the government of every State is carried on in 

accordance with the provisions of this Constitution”. 

 Example: When State governments raised concerns about the NPR, the Union insisted that 

States are under a constitutional duty to implement laws passed by Parliament. 

 Article 356 not a dead letter: Centre has the power to impose President’s rule under Article 356 

if it’s laws are not complied by states. 
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 Centrally sponsored Schemes: CSS is the biggest component of Central Assistance to state plans 

(CA), where states don’t have much flexibility. 

 Enforcement of International Treaties and Agreements. This provision enables the central 

government to fulfil its international obligations (Art. 253). The Lokpal and the Lokayuktas Bill, 

2011 was introduced in the Parliament through the provisions of this particular article. 

 Article 200: Reservation of state Bills by Governor for President’s assent. 

 Article 256 mentions that the executive power of every state shall be so exercised as to ensure 

compliance with laws made by Parliament and any existing laws, which apply in that state, and 

the executive power of the Union shall extend to the giving of such directions to a state as may 

appear to the Government of India to be necessary for that purpose. 

However, States are NOT mere administrative agencies 

In the landmark S.R. Bommai judgment, Supreme Court said that States are not mere “appendages” 

of the Centre. 

Legislative/Administrative 

 Separation of Power: Schedule 7 of Constitution provides strict delineation of powers between 

center and state. (Except during emergencies which comes under judicial review) 

 Article 131 of the Constitution, which gives the Supreme Court exclusive jurisdiction to hear 

cases between states and the Centre. Eg: Chhattisgarh moved SC against NIA Act in Jan 2020. 

 Coalition governments: It has increased states’ bargaining power. 

Financial 

 GST Council: Majority decisions have been based on consensus till now, while states gave 

2/3rd of votes. 

 Since 10th FC, state’s share has been continuously increasing till 14th FC by devolving 42%. 

Other Areas 

 NITI Aayog: Replacing the erstwhile Planning Commission, the Aayog is promoting bottom-up 

approach to development planning. 

 Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas involves State’s as equal partners of development 

 There is a move towards competitive and cooperative 

Measures needed: 

 Strengthening of Inter-State Council: Over the year multiple committees have recommended 

strengthening of Interstate Council where the concurrent list subjects can be debated and 

discussed, balancing Centre state powers. There is far less institutional space to settle inter-state 

frictions therefore a constitutional institution like ISC can be a way forward. 

 Autonomy to states: Centre should form model laws with enough space for states to maneuver. 

Centre should give enough budgetary support to states so as to avoid budgetary burden. There 

should be least interference in the state subjects. 

 Democratic Decentralization of administration and strengthening governments at all levels in 

true spirit. Power should be decentralized based on the principle of subsidiarity. 

Conclusion: 
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While security concerns might warrant greater powers to the Union, on the development front 

(education, health etc.) the Centre should respect the autonomy of the other two levels of 

government and consciously avoid the tendency to centralize powers and functions. Its role should 

be limited in laying down policies, devolving funds and facilitating co-ordination leaving 

implementation entirely to States and Local Bodies. Implementation of Punchii Commission 

recommendations at the earliest is needed for unity of Centre and States. 

“On several occasions, the Speaker’s role has been questioned on the allegation of bias 

and the office has been criticized for being an agent of pernicious partisan politics”. 

Critically comment. (250 words) 
Reference  The Hindu 

Introduction 

The speaker of Loksabha, is the chief parliamentary officer of the lower house of the parliament and 

same is the case in state legislative assemblies. Article 93 provides speaker as the presiding officer at 

the Loksabha while Article 178 for state legislatures. 

Body 

Role of the Speaker 

 The Speaker presides over the meetings in the Lower House. In other words, the Speaker 

conducts business in Lok Sabha by ensuring discipline and decorum among members. 

 Speaker is the guardian of the powers and privileges of the members, it’s committees and the 

House as a whole.  

 He or she is the sole arbiter in interpreting the provisions of Constitution, Rules of Procedure 

and Conduct of Business in the house. 

 A Speaker uses his/her power to vote, in order to resolve a deadlock. 

 The Speaker presides over the joint sitting of the two Houses of Parliament. 

 The Speaker has under his or her jurisdiction, a number of Parliamentary Committees such as 

the Rules Committee, the Business Advisory Committee and the General Purposes Committee. 

The Speaker nominates the various Chairmen to the  other Committees while monitoring the 

committees’ workings as well. 

 Speaker has the sole discretion to admit or reject a resolution/motion. 

 Speaker’s stamp whether a bill is a money bill is final. 

 The speaker enjoys a wide power to disqualify members under anti-defection (10th schedule) 

Hence the neutrality of speaker is tantamount. However, this has not been the case and speaker’s 

role has been questioned on several occasions for allegation of bias and partisan politics. 

Criticism of Speaker’s role 

 Partisan Politics: Unlike the British model, speaker in India does not resign from the party on 

whose ticket he or she is elected. A sense of affiliation may still exist to the party. 
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 Appointment and tenure: The structural issues regarding the manner in which the Speaker is 

appointed and his tenure in office. Usually the speaker is from the ruling party and this makes it 

a more of a political liability on speaker to favour his party. 

 Time limit on deciding anti-defection cases was set as three months by the Supreme Court. The 

speaker in acting as tribunal under 10th schedule is bound to disqualify within a reasonable 

period. Eg : An MLA in Manipur switched parties and became a minister under the party 

government. A dozen dis-qualification pleas were presented, but Speaker sat over them. 

 Duration of Disqualification : In 2019 in Karnataka, the speaker disqualified 17 MLA’s for a term 

of 5 years while rejecting their resignations. It had led to the downfall of the coalition 

government. The supreme court observed that speaker cannot decide the term of resignation, 

as it is outside the ambit of his powers. 

 Referral to select committees: The Speaker is also empowered to refer the Bill to a Standing 

Committee. As per prevailing practice house members or speaker usually refers all important 

bills to the concerned Departmentally Related Standing Committees for examination and report. 

But in recent time speaker has used his or her discretionary power to pass many important bills 

without scrutiny. Often the route of guillotine has been used. 

Conclusion 

The founding fathers of our Constitution had recognized the importance of this office in our 

democratic set- up and it was this recognition that guided them in establishing this office as one of 

the prominent and dignified ones in the scheme of governance of the country. The speaker must 

thus rise above party politics and ensure that the true spirit of the constitution is upheld. 

What is a privilege motion? Discuss the rules related to it and the authority of the 

Speaker/ Chairperson vis-a-vis privilege motion. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
Recently, Privilege motion was submitted by the Congress party member against Social Justice 
Minister Gehlot for his statement on the Supreme Court order on the issue of reservation in 
promotion for the SCs/STs. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss what a privilege motion is, explain the rules related to it and the authority 
of the Speaker/ Chairperson vis-a-vis privilege motion. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain What is a privilege motion? 
Parliamentary privileges are certain rights and immunities enjoyed by members of Parliament, 
individually and collectively, so that they can “effectively discharge their functions”. When any of 
these rights and immunities are disregarded, the offence is called a breach of privilege and is 
punishable under law of Parliament. 
Body: 
The question is direct and covers the static portions of the GS paper II syllabus. Thus there isn’t much 
to deliberate. Discuss the rules governing a privilege motion in detail. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting the significance of such constitutional tools. 
Introduction: 

Members of Parliament (MPs) enjoy certain parliamentary privileges which are bestowed on them 

collectively and individually so that they can discharge their duties and functions effectively. In the 

case that any of these immunities or rights are disregarded by any MP, the act is regarded as a 

‘breach of privilege’ and is a punishable offence under Laws of Parliament. 

When a breach of privilege is found, then an MP can move a privilege motion against those being 

held guilty of breach. Both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha reserve the right to punish any action 

of contempt (not necessarily breach of privilege) which is against its authority and dignity. 

Body: 

A notice is moved in the form of a motion by any member of either House against those being held 

guilty of breach of privilege. Each House also claims the right to punish as contempt actions which, 

while not breach of any specific privilege, are offences against its authority and dignity. 

Rules: 

1. The rules governing privilege motion are mentioned as Rule 222 in Chapter 20 of the Lok 

Sabha Rule Book and as Rule 187 in Chapter 16 of the Rajya Sabha Rule Book. 

2. According to the rules, an MP may raise a question of breach of privilege with the Speaker or 

the Chairperson, notices for which have to be sent to them before 10am. 

3. The breach of privilege could be of another MP, a committee or of the House. However, the 

rules mandate the notice should be regarding an incident which has occurred recently and that it 

needs the intervention of the House. 

Authority of speaker: 

1. The first level of scrutiny that a privilege motion has to go through is that of the Speaker, in 

case the motion is moved in the Lok Sabha, and that of the Chairperson when a motion is moved in 

the Rajya Sabha. 

2. The Speaker/Chairperson may decide on the privilege motion at their own discretion or they 

may refer it to a parliamentary committee. 

3. If the Speaker/Chairperson admits the motion, then the concerned member is given an 

opportunity to explain themselves by making a short statement. 

The Speaker/Chairperson refers the motion to a parliamentary committee: 

1. In the Lok Sabha, the Speaker nominates a committee of privileges which consists of 15 

members proportionate to the strengths of various political parties in the Lower House of 

Parliament. 

2. They prepare a report which is then presented before the House for its consideration. The 

Speaker may allow a half-an-hour debate on the report before she/he passed the final orders. 

3. The Speaker can also direct that the report be tabled before the House and a resolution may 

be unanimously passed on the breach of privilege. 
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4. Currently, Congress MP PC Chacko is the chairperson of the privilege committee. 

5. The process is similar in the Upper House, except that the privilege committee consists of 10 

members and is headed by the deputy chairperson of the Rajya Sabha. 

Conclusion: 

A large number of notices are rejected, with penal action recommended in only a few. Unlike the no 

confidence motion, the privilege motion is applicable to both the Rajya-Sabha and the Lok Sabha. 

 

Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary 

Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and 

formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity. 

“Judicial impartiality is a significant element of justice”, Elucidate in the backdrop of 

recusal made recently by Justice Mohan M Shantanagoudar, Supreme Court judge. (250 

words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
Recently, Justice Mohan M Shantanagoudar, Supreme Court judge, recused from hearing the petition 
filed by Sarah Abdullah Pilot, sister of former J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, challenging his 
detention under the J&K Public Safety Act. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the need and importance of Judicial impartiality and in what way it is a key 
element of Justice. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain what you understand by Judicial Impartiality. 
Body: 
Discuss the recent incidence of Recusal. In short explain what recusal is and how it acts as a tool to be 
impartial in the judicial system. Explain various options/methods available in the Indian judiciary that 
aid a judge to remain impartial. Highlight case studies from past to present of key judgments that 
mark the pivot of impartiality in the Indian Judiciary. Explain why Impartiality is a key factor in 
Judiciary. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Judicial impartiality is a significant element of justice. Judges should decide legal 
disputes free of any personal bias or prejudice. As a result of a conflict of interest, a judge may be 
unable to maintain impartiality in a case and thus should be disqualified. 
Introduction: 

Judicial disqualification, referred to as recusal, is the act of abstaining from participation in an 

official action such as a legal proceeding due to a conflict of interest of the presiding court official or 

administrative officer. Applicable statutes or canons of ethics may provide standards for recusal in a 

given proceeding or matter. Providing that the judge or presiding officer must be free from disabling 
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conflicts of interest makes the fairness of the proceedings less likely to be questioned.  Recently, 

Supreme Court Judge Justice Mohan M. Shantanagoudar recused himself from hearing a petition 

filed by Sara Abdullah Pilot, sister of former Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, 

against the government’s move to charge him under the Public Safety Act. 

Body: 

 

Judicial impartiality: 

Impartiality refers to a state of mind and attitude of the court or tribunal in relation to the issues and 

the parties in a particular case, while ‘independence’ refers not only to the state of mind or attitude, 

but also to a status or relationship to others particularly to the executive branch of government that 

rests on objective conditions or guarantees. 

Rules of recusal: 

1. As noted by the Supreme Court in the NJAC judgment, a judge may be required to step 

down in one of two scenarios: 

2.  cases of presumed bias, where the judge has a pecuniary interest in the outcome of a case 

(extended, through the Pinochet judgment to other similar non-pecuniary interests); 

3. cases of apparent bias, where a reasonable, fair-minded observer would believe there is a 

real possibility that the judge is biased. It is this latter test of apparent bias which has been invoked 

in the ongoing proceedings. 

Judicial impartiality is significant element of justice: 

1. The construct of ‘impartiality’ suggests that judges will base their decisions on law and facts, 

and not any predilection or prejudices towards one of the litigants and that the judiciary must be 

able to make their decisions free from any influences of the executive and legislative branches of 

government. 

2. Emerging out of the principles of natural justice, the justification for the apparent bias test is 

fairly straightforward: that ‘justice must not only be done but must be seen to be done’ to instill 

public confidence in the legal system. 

3. No doubt, in some cases, prejudice is presumed: for example, where a judge has appeared 

for one of the litigants at some stage in the same dispute. 

4. It’s also by now an axiomatic rule that no person should be a judge in her own cause. But 

there are cases where somebody else’s cause becomes the judge’s own. 
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5. In disputes where a judge has a financial interest in the litigation, where a judge owns shares 

in a company which is party to the case, the fact of owning shares is, in and of itself, considered a 

disqualification. 

However, in the absence of a well-defined rule that helps establish a basic standard, a decision of 

this kind can prove troubling somewhere down the line. Ultimately, a mistaken case of recusal can 

prove just as destructive to rule of law as those cases where a judge refuses a recusal despite the 

existence of bias. We mustn’t allow recusals to be used as a tool to maneuver justice, as a means to 

picking benches of a party’s choice, and as an instrument to evade judicial work. 

Conclusion: 

Reasons for recusal must be assigned, whether they are personal or public. As the Constitutional 

Court of South Africa held, in 1999, “the nature of the judicial function involves the performance of 

difficult and at times unpleasant tasks,” and to that end judicial officers “must resist all manner of 

pressure, regardless of where it comes from. This is the constitutional duty common to all judicial 

officers. If they deviate, the independence of the judiciary would be undermined, and in turn, the 

Constitution itself.” 

Do you agree with the view that “Collegium system requires reconsideration”. Give 

reasons in support of your arguments. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The question is premised upon the recent citing made by former Supreme Court judge Justice AK Sikri 
upon the lacunae of the collegium system in the Indian judiciary. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the factors that have made collegium a flawed system. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain what collegium system is. 
Body: 
Collegium system is the system by which the judges are appointed and transferred only by the judges. 
The system has evolved by means of the judgments of the Supreme Court, and not by an Act of 
Parliament or by a Constitutional provision. State the factors that make the collegium system flawed; 
autocratic nature of the system, accountableness, lack of transparency, promotes nepotism, 
inefficient in many dimensions etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the subjectivity and the inconsistency of the collegium system highlight the need to 
relook at the process of appointment of judges. The NJAC should be amended to make sure that the 
judiciary retains independence in its decisions and re-introduced in some form or the other. 
Introduction: 

The list of alarming numbers and figures relating to the depleting numbers in India’s higher judiciary 

has a new addition. The Supreme Court of India recently said that 213 names recommended for 

appointment to various High Courts are pending with the government. Data show that 38% of all 

sanctioned posts for High Court judges are lying vacant as of December 1. High Courts of some states 

including Andhra Pradesh and Rajasthan are functioning at below half their actual capacity. 

Body: 
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The Collegium System is a system under which appointments/elevation of judges/lawyers to 

Supreme Court and transfers of judges of High Courts and Apex Court are decided by a forum of the 

Chief Justice of India and the four senior-most judges of the Supreme Court.’ There is no mention of 

the Collegium either in the original Constitution of India or in successive amendments. The 

recommendations of the Collegium are binding on the Central Government; if the Collegium sends 

the names of the judges/lawyers to the government for the second time. 

Need for reforms in the Collegium system: 

1. Credibility of the SC: 

1. Controversial collegium system of judicial appointments undermines the independence of 

judges and raises doubts about the credibility of the highest court. 

2. There is a failure to make an assessment of the personality of the contemnor at the time of 

recommending his name for elevation. 

3. Example: The controversy over the proposed elevation of Justice P.D. Dinakaran of the 

Karnataka High Court to the Supreme Court by the collegium of the Chief Justice and four senior-

most judges of the Supreme Court was criticised for overlooking apparently suitable judges by the 

collegiums 

4. The judiciary off late has been caught in many such situations of credibility crisis off late. 

2. The executive has little or no role in the appointment of judges as a result. 

3. Supreme court is overburdened: 
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0. The Supreme Court did not realise the burden it was imposing on the collegium of 

selecting judges for the Supreme Court and High Courts and transferring them from 

one High Court to another. 

1. An administrative task of this magnitude must necessarily detract the judges of the 

collegium from their principal judicial work of hearing and deciding cases. 

4. Lacking this infrastructural backup, the collegium resorts to ad hoc informal consultations 

with other judges in the Supreme Court who are expected to know the merits of a proposed 

appointee from a High Court or occasionally by sounding a member of the Bar. 

0. These methods are poor substitutes for a full time intensive collection of data about 

an incumbent, his work, standing, merit, integrity and potential which requires to be 

made considerably in advance for filing in the vacancy. 

1. This system overlooks several talented junior judges and advocates. 

5. Besides, the collegium’s deliberations are secret, the system is opaque and the choice of a 

judge is only known when his name is forwarded to the Government for formal appointment. 

6. The collegium has necessarily limited its field of choice to the senior-most judges from the 

High Court for the appointments to the Supreme Court, overlooking the several talented junior 

judges in the High Courts or members of the bar. 

7. Skewed representation of socio economic backward classes like women, scheduled castes 

and tribes in the Supreme Court. 

Reforms needed in the collegium system: 

1. The need of the hour is to revisit the existing system through a transparent and participatory 

procedure, preferably by an independent broad-based constitutional body guaranteeing judicial 

primacy but not judicial exclusivity. 

2. The new system should ensure independence, reflect diversity, demonstrate professional 

competence and integrity. 

3. The system needs to establish a body which is independent and objective in the selection 

process. In several countries of the Commonwealth, National Judicial Appointment Commissions 

have been established to select judges. Such judicial commissions have worked with success in the 

U.K., South Africa and Canada. 

4. Setting up a constitutional body accommodating the federal concept of diversity and 

independence of judiciary for appointment of judges to the higher judiciary can also be thought of as 

an alternate measure. 

5. There should be a fixed time limit for approval of recommendations. 

6. As of now, instead of selecting the number of judges required against a certain number of 

vacancies, the collegium must provide a panel of possible names to the President for appointment in 

order of preference and other valid criteria. 

7. New memorandum of procedure: 
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1. After the Second and Third Judges Cases, a Memorandum of Procedure had been 

formulated to govern how the process of how the Collegium would make recommendations to the 

Executive. 

2. The government therefore suggested that a new MOP be drafted and finalised for 

appointment of SC judges and the Executive to get a veto over candidates for national security 

reasons in this new MOP. 

Conclusion: 

Faced with intense public scrutiny and government pressure, the judiciary’s institutional weaknesses 

are being laid bare. These are not simply the moral failings of one individual or the consequences of 

the misjudgement of a few. It is another illustration of the institution’s inability to accept its internal 

infirmities. 

 

 

Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and 

responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies.  Statutory, regulatory and 

various quasi-judicial bodies. 

Without the requisite rules, regulations, and machinery in place, it is not surprising that 

the Lokpal has failed to meet expectations. Critically analyse the statement with respect 

to the functioning of Lokpal in India. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
More than six years after the Lokpal law received the President’s assent; the institution of the Lokpal 
is yet to play any significant role in tackling corruption in the country.  Thus the background of the 
question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the lacunae with respect to the ill-functioning of the office of Lokpal and 
suggest what needs to be done. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the background of the coming of the office of Lokpal into existence. 
Body: 
A nationwide public campaign in 2011 demanding an independent anti-corruption ombudsman 
resulted in the passage of the Lokpal law in India. The Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013 had been 
enacted to ensure a prompt and fair investigation and prosecution, in cases of corruption against 
public servants. The Lokpal had been envisioned to be independent and was accorded a high stature 
and given extensive powers including the power to inquire, investigate and prosecute acts of 
corruption. Then explain the concerns involved – Delay in appointments, Government’s lack of intent, 
lack of Independence of the Lokpal etc. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting way ahead; recommend steps that need to be taken to overcome the 
challenge. 
Background: 

1. A Lokpal is an anti-corruption authority or ombudsman who represents the public interest. 

The concept of an ombudsman is borrowed from Sweden. 

2. Many repeated demands for such an ombudsman, many attempts were made at legislation, 

with Lokpal Bills introduced in 1971, 1977, 1985, 1989, 1996, 1998, 2001, 2005 and 2008, but none 

of these was passed. 

3. It was four decades after the introduction of the first Bill that the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act 

was enacted in December 2013. 

4. This was the fallout of a public movement for a Jan Lokpal Bill, initiated by activist Anna 

Hazare and others such as Kiran Bedi and Arvind Kejriwal. 

5. The term “Lokpal” was coined by Dr. L.M.Singhvi in 1963. 

 

The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013: 

1. The Act consists of setting up a team called Lokpal, headed by a chairperson and consisting 

of eight people 

2. This committee will have the power to investigate people who might be acquiring money 

through corrupt means 

3. All categories of public servants will be covered under Lokpal, including the Prime Minister, 

while the armed forces will be exempted. 

4. The body will also have the power of confiscating property or assets acquired by corrupt 

means 

5. One of the main powers of the Lokpal is that they can protect all the public servants who act 

as whistle-blowers 

6. They also have a special Whistle Blowers Protection Act established for the same reason 

7. Lokpal will also be given the power to conduct trials in a special court if they feel that the 

trial is of extreme importance 

8. They can also fine people for false or inaccurate complaints 
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9. The fines can amount up to Rs 2 lakh 

10. The Act also incorporates provisions for attachment and confiscation of property acquired 

by corrupt means, even while the prosecution is pending. 

Functioning of Lokpal in India: 

1. For more than five years, the chairperson and members of the Lokpal were not appointed. 

2. The government claimed that since no one could be recognised as the Leader of the 

Opposition (LoP) after the 2014 general election, the committee responsible for selecting members 

of the Lokpal could not be constituted. 

3. This malady could have been easily remedied by either recognising the leader of the single 

largest party in Opposition in the Lok Sabha as the LoP, or by amending the Lokpal law to allow the 

leader of the largest Opposition party to be a member of the committee in the absence of a 

recognised LoP (this was done for the selection committee of the CBI Director). However, neither 

recourse was taken. 

4. The chairperson and members of the Lokpal were appointed only in March 2019 after a 

contempt petition was filed in the Supreme Court following the failure of the government to comply 

with the 2017 ruling of the court to initiate the process of making appointments. 

5. The four-member selection committee, having a preponderance of representatives of the 

ruling party with an inherent bias towards recommending candidates favoured by the government, 

selected the Chair and members of the Lokpal. 

6. The manner in which the appointments were made raised doubts about the independence 

of the Lokpal even before it became operational. 

7. Despite the fracas over appointments, many had hoped that once constituted, the Lokpal 

would nevertheless be a significant oversight body to check corruption and the arbitrary use of 

power by the government 

8. More than 10 months later, however, evidence suggests that the Lokpal is a non-starter. 

9. Till date, the government has not made rules prescribing the form for filing complaints to 

the Lokpal. The Central government has also failed to formulate rules regarding asset disclosure by 

public servants. 

10. Regulations which the Lokpal was obligated to make under the law are yet to be made, 

including those specifying the manner and procedure of conducting preliminary inquiry and 

investigation. 

11. The website of the Lokpal states that it scrutinised 1,065 complaints received till September 

30, 2019 and disposed of 1,000. Since necessary procedures to operationalise the law are yet to be 

put in place, the legal veracity of the decisions of the Lokpal could potentially be challenged in a 

court of law. 

The other issues associated: 

1. The Act does not allow a Lokpal inquiry if the allegation against the PM relates to 

international relations, external and internal security, public order, atomic energy and space. 
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2. Also, complaints against the PM are not to be probed unless the full Lokpal bench considers 

the initiation of an inquiry and at least two-thirds of the members approve it. 

3. Such an inquiry against the Prime Minister (if conducted) is to be held in camera and if the 

Lokpal comes to the conclusion that the complaint deserves to be dismissed, the records of the 

inquiry are not to be published or made available to anyone. 

4. The Selection committee and the issue of Leader of Opposition is still lingering and the 

recent selection of Lokpal didn’t have the views of the opposition party, which is against democratic 

principles. 

5. It can dismiss serving all India civil servants, a power only president has. It has authority over 

CBI officers on deputation. 

6. With no additional resources, the power to dismiss a case as frivolous or false and fine the 

complainant. 

7. Any alteration of it could lead to accumulation of power either with one of these or with 

lokpal itself. 

8. The threat is further increased by the lack of accountability in presence of sweeping powers. 

9. The lokpal bill attempts to alter the balance between three branches of government 

attained through years. 

10. The establishment of Lokayukta and any appointment falls within the domain of the States. 

Way forward: 

1. There is a need for a mechanism that provides for simple, independent, speedy means of 

delivering justice by redressing the grievances of the people without succumbing to the clutches of 

the executive. 

2. The issue of Leader of Opposition in the Selection committee must be resolved by amending 

the act. 

3. The jurisdictions must be clear so that there is no overlap in the powers. 

4. Any new piece of legislation even when implemented becomes lengthy and time consuming 

and stretched over years. 

5. The Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC) recommended the enacting of the Office of a 

Lokpal, convinced that such an institution was justified, not only for removing the sense of injustice 

from the minds of citizens, but also to instil public confidence in the efficiency of the administrative 

machinery. 

6. It is rightly said by Publius Cornelius Tecitus that “the more corrupt the state, the more 

laws”. 

Conclusion: 

Creation of the institution of Lokpal by forming its members to function has come up as a welcome 

step. But it shall function independent from any political influence so that a proper system of checks-

and -balance is maintained in the federal and democratic system of India. 
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Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act. 

There is a need of more innovative reforms to ensure internal democracy, financial 

accountability in political parties. In the light of the above statement, critically analyse 

the steps taken by the government on electoral reforms. (250 words) 
Reference Insights On India 

Introduction 

A free, fair and unbiased electoral process along with greater citizen participation is 

fundamental to safeguarding the values of a democracy. Unfortunately, Indian electoral system is 

grappling with certain issues which have eroded the trust of many people in the country such as role 

of black money, issues related  to power of Election commission of India (ECI), criminality in politics 

etc. 

Body 

Need for reforms  

 No Financial accountability 

 Opacity in donations: Political parties receive majority of their funds through 

anonymous donations (approximately 70%) through unknown sources as per ADR.  

 With Electoral Bonds Ordinary citizens are not able to know who is donating 

how much money to which political party, and the bonds increase the 

anonymity of political donations. 

 Also, parties are exempted from showing donations about 20,000 as electoral 

bonds are out of the purview of this rule, which provides a channel for black 

money hoarders. 

 Lack of action against bribes: The EC sought insertion of a new section, 58B, to RPA, 
1951 to enable it to take action if parties bribe voters of a constituency, which has not 
come to light. 

 Unlimited corporate donations: The maximum limit of 7.5% on the proportion of the 
profits a company can donate to a political party has been lifted under electoral bonds, 
thus opening up the possibility of shell companies being set up specifically to fund 
parties. 

 Allowing foreign funding: Amendment of the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act 
(FCRA) has opened the floodgates of foreign funding to political parties, which can lead 
to eventual interference in governance. 

 Lack of transparency: Despite provisions under section 29 of RPA, 1951, parties do not 
submit their annual audit reports to the Election Commission. Parties have also defied 
that they come under the ambit of RTI act. EC does not have the power to deregister a 
party for financial misgivings. 

 Lack of Internal Democracy 
 Though India in a multiparty democracy, where citizens elect their leaders, the 

political parties are ridden with dynastic politics. There is no inner party democracy 
and party works in a top-down manner. 
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 There can be no doubt that parties, which function as the elementary units in a 
competitive democracy, must themselves be democratic in how they function, from 
choosing their leaders to formulating strategy, in order for democracy to be 
substantive. 

 Regional parties that are built around a towering leader do not even have any 
pretense of democratic decision making: their leader’s whim or fancy is the party’s 
policy. 

 The left parties call their idea of inner party functioning ‘democratic centralism,’ but 
the stress is clearly on centralism 

Steps taken by the government 

 Model Code of Conduct : In 2019 central elections, Super court rebuked ECI for not taking action 
against violations of MCC. Post his ECI banned political actors from campaigning for a given 
duration under its powers given by Article 324. ECI also postponed the elections in Vellore 
constituency to curb electoral corruption under. 

 Provision of None of the Above (NoTA): Supreme Court in the People’s Union for Civil Liberties 
v. Union of India case, 2013 paved the way for the introduction of NOTA.  

 De-criminalization of Politics- Under various judicial pronouncements (Lily Thomas case), 
various measures including declaration of criminal records, disqualification from contesting 
elections etc.  

 Menace of paid news- ECI has taken various steps to scrutinize, identify and report cases of Paid 
News.  

 Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) machines to cross-check EVM results through a 
paper audit, completing another layer of accountability to the indigenously produced machines. 
The SC mandated that 5 VVPATS will be counted in each constituency. 

 Candidate information: In Lok Prahari case, SC has asked the Centre to amend the rules as well 
as the disclosure form filed by candidates along with their nomination papers, to include the 
sources of their income, and those of their spouses and dependants. Non-disclosure of assets 
and their sources would amount to a “corrupt practice” under Section 123 of the Representation 
of the People Act, 1951. 

Are these enough? 

 Weak Response: ECI came under heavy criticism for it’s delayed action against the ruling party 
candidates on account of violation of MCC such as use of Indian Army in political rallies. 

 Lack of capacity: The Election Commission is vested with absolute powers under Article 324, but 
still has to act according to laws made by Parliament and it cannot transgress the same. E.g. 
Despite being the registering authority for political parties under Section 29A of the 
Representation of the People Act, 1951, it has no power to de-register them even for the gravest 
of violations. Money power needs to be curbed. 

 Increasing criminalization: In the current Loksabha, nearly 44% legislators have criminal cases 
against them. Law breakers cannot become law makers. 

 NOTA in India does not provide for a ‘right to reject’. Election Commission currently has no 
plenary power to call a fresh election even if NOTA secures highest votes. 

 Digital Content: Most of the [election-related] information flow does not happen via the IT cells 
of political parties, but through third-party contracts. Even though, the ECI has evolved a self-
regulatory social media code for major players, still many platforms such as Telegram and 
WeChat are becoming increasingly relevant for political mobilization. 

 Women’s representation is tantamount to ensure democracy is inclusive. Currently there are 78 
women legislators in  Loksabha while it was 66 in 2014. 
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Conclusion 

There is a need for political will to bring in reforms, so that democracy in India is not only 

procedural but also substantive in nature. From a flawed democracy India must become a thriving 

democracy. Free and fair elections cannot happen if political outcomes are determined by the 

money and muscle of candidates or by class, caste and gender distinctions. This discourages genuine 

candidates from contesting, and winning elections. Election Commission must be strengthened and 

it’s role must be enhanced to achieve the objective of free and fair elections. 

Discuss the provisions available to resolve the problem of criminalization of politics in 

India and also suggest steps that need to be taken to address it more effectively. (250 

words) 
Reference: Hindustan Times 
Why this question: 
The Supreme Court on Thursday will pronounce its verdict on steps to be taken to address the 
problem of criminalization of politics. In its judgment, the court is expected to decide whether 
directions can be issued to political parties to deny tickets to candidates with criminal background. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the available provisions to decriminalize politics in the country and the steps 
that are yet to be taken in this direction. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain what you understand by criminalization of politics. 
Body: 
Criminalization of Politics means that the criminals entering the politics and contesting elections and 
even getting elected to the Parliament and state legislature. Discuss the underlying causes of it. It 
takes place primarily because of the nexus between the criminals and some of the politicians. The 
criminals need the patronage of politicians occupying public offices to continue with their criminal 
activities and the politicians need the money and muscle power that the criminals can offer to the 
politicians to win elections. In course of time, the nexus led the criminals themselves to contest 
elections.          Present the case of India. Suggest key provisions that are yet to be put in place. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the need for cleansing politics of criminal influence has been flagged once again. The 
primary sacrifice at the altar of criminalization is that of governance, along with transparency and 
accountability. Expensive election campaigning favour candidates with strong financial background. 
Such candidates, when elected, seek to recover their expenses besides securing a corpus for the 
future election as quickly as possible, especially in the era of coalition governments with tenuous 
stability. 
Introduction: 

The Supreme Court will pronounce its verdict on steps to be taken to address the problem of 

criminalization of politics. In its judgment, the court is expected to decide whether directions can be 

issued to political parties to deny tickets to candidates with criminal background. The Election 

Commission of India (EC), during the hearing on January 24, acknowledged that the directions issued 

by the Supreme Court in 2018 to give publicity to the criminal antecedents of candidates contesting 

elections failed to yield the desired result of decriminalizing politics. 
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Criminalization of politics in India:- 

1. 36% of incumbent MPs and MLAs have criminal cases registered against them. 

2. Vohra Committee in 1993 and the second ARC report, 2008 recommend to cleanse politics. 

But still Criminalization of politics has been a matter of great concern. 

Reasons why criminalization of politics still exists in India: 

Corruption: 

1. In every election political parties put up candidates with a criminal background. 

2. Evident link between criminality and the probability of winning is further reinforced when 

winnability of a candidate is looked into. A candidate facing criminal charges is twice as likely to win 

as a clean candidate. 

Vote Bank: 

1. The political parties and independent candidates have astronomical expenditure for vote 

buying and other illegitimate purposes through these criminals. 

Denial of Justice and Rule of Law: 

1. Toothless laws against convicted criminals standing for elections further encourage this 

process. Under current law, only people who have been convicted at least on two counts be 

debarred from becoming candidates. This leaves the field open for charge sheeted criminals, many 

of whom are habitual offenders or history-sheeters. 

2. Constitution does not specify what disqualifies an individual from contesting in an election 

to a legislature. 

3. It is the Representation of People Act which specifies what can disqualify an individual from 

contesting an election. The law does not bar individuals who have criminal cases pending against 

them from contesting elections 

Lack of governance: 

1. The root of the problem lies in the country’s poor governance capacity. . 

Scarcity of state capacity: 

1. The scarcity of state capacity is the reason for the public preferring ‘strongmen’ who can 

employ the required pulls and triggers to get things done. 

2. Criminality, far from deterring voters, encourages them because it signals that the candidate 

is capable of fulfilling his promises and securing the interests of the constituency. 

3. No political party is free of this problem. The use of muscle power along with money power 

is a weapon used by all political parties to maximize electoral gains. 

4. With cases dragging in courts for years, a disqualification based on conviction becomes 

ineffective. Low conviction rates in such cases compounds the problem; voters don’t mind electing 

candidates facing criminal cases. 
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5. Voter behavior then emboldens political parties to give tickets to such candidates who can 

win an election on their ticket etc. 

Provisions available to resolve the problem of criminalization of politics in India: 

 RPA Criminalization of politics: 

1. Currently, under the Representation of Peoples (RP) Act, lawmakers cannot contest elections 

only after their conviction in a criminal case. 

2. Section 8 of the Representation of the People (RP) Act, 1951 disqualifies a person convicted 

with a sentence of two years or more from contesting elections. But those under trial continued to 

be eligible to contest elections. The Lily Thomas case (2013), however, ended this unfair advantage. 

SC’s Rulings: 

1. Making it mandatory for candidates to submit an affidavit with full disclosure of criminal 

cases, if any, and details of their asset and income — were made mandatory by the judiciary. 

2. The court made it mandatory for political parties and candidates themselves to make public 

disclosure through print and electronic media. 

3. None of the Above (NOTA) option was also introduced by the judiciary in 2003. 

4. In 2013, the apex court ruled that a sitting MP and MLA convicted of a jail term of two years 

or more would lose their seat in the legislature immediately. 

5. The Supreme Court favoured the creation of special courts for expediting criminal cases 

involving politicians. 

6. In 2017, it asked the Centre to frame a scheme to appoint special courts to exclusively try 

cases against politicians, and for political parties to publicize pending criminal cases faced by their 

candidates in 2018. 

Measures taken:- 

1. Protecting the parliamentary system from criminalisation has been the intention of the law 

from the beginning. Section 8 of the Representation of the People (RP) Act, 1951 disqualifies a 

person convicted with a sentence of two years or more from contesting elections but not from 

holding positions of seniority within a political party. 

2. Under the present law, the minimum bar of a politician from election is eight years (two 

years of minimum imprisonment followed by six years of ban). 

3. But those under trial continued to be eligible to contest elections. The Lily Thomas case 

(2013), however, ended this unfair advantage. 

4. SC has repeatedly expressed concern about the purity of legislatures. In2002, it made it 

obligatory for all candidates to file an affidavit before the returning officer, disclosing criminal cases 

pending against them. 

5. The famous order to introduce NOTA was intended to make political parties think before 

giving tickets to the tainted. 
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6. In landmark judgment of March 2014, the SC accepted the urgent need for cleansing politics 

of criminalisation and directed all subordinate courts to decide on cases involving legislators within a 

year, or give reasons for not doing so to the chief justice of the high court. 

7. In Ramesh Dalal Vs UoI 2005, members of legislature shall also be subjected to 

disqualification if on the day of filing his nomination paper he stands convicted in the court of law. 

EC measures:- 

1. Model Code of Conduct: These are guidelines issued by ECI at election time which should be 

followed by political parties and candidates fighting an election. 

2. In 1997 the ECI directed the Returning Officer to reject the nomination papers of any 

candidates if on the day of filling nomination paper he stands convicted in a court of law even if his 

sentence is suspended 

3. Election Commission also kept into account the need to exclude criminals from politics: 

4. It has suggested debarring candidates facing serious criminal charges in 2015. But it will 

include only: 

5. Only heinous offences like murder, dacoity, rape, kidnapping or moral turpitude. 

6. The case should have been registered at least a year before the elections. 

7. The court must have framed the charges. 

Steps that need to be taken to address it more effectively:- 

1. Law panel report bats for using the time of the framing of charges to initiate disqualification 

as an appropriate measure to curb the criminalization of politics. 

2. Political parties should themselves refuse tickets to the tainted. 

3. The RPA Act should be amended to debar persons against whom cases of a heinous nature 

are pending from contesting elections. 

4. Bringing greater transparency in campaign financing is going to make it less attractive for 

political parties to involve gangsters 

5. The Election Commission of India (ECI) should have the power to audit the financial accounts 

of political parties, or political parties’ finances should be brought under the right to information 

(RTI) law 

6. Broader governance will have to improve for voters to reduce the reliance on criminal 

politicians. 

7. Fast-track courts are necessary because politicians are able to delay the judicial process and 

serve for decades before prosecution. 

8. The Election Commission must take adequate measures to break the nexus between the 

criminals and the politicians. 

9. The forms prescribed by the Election Commission for candidates disclosing their convictions, 

cases pending in courts and so on in their nomination papers is a step in the right direction if it 

applied properly. 
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Conclusion: 

While judicial pronouncements on making it difficult for criminal candidates to contest are 

necessary, only enhanced awareness and increased democratic participation could create the right 

conditions for the decriminalization of politics. 

with electoral process in India is becoming increasingly advanced in terms of use of 

data, there is a need for a data protection framework to uphold a voter’s informational 

autonomy. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The author in the article discusses how with the electoral process tapping data in the country, a data 
protection framework must uphold a voter’s informational autonomy. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the need for a strong data protection framework to uphold the information 
of the voter in the elections of the country. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the context of the question. 
Body: 
Explain first how in recent times Indian electoral system has advanced and upgraded itself in terms of 
use of data but however it still has lacunae on the front of protection of this information making the 
voter’s information vulnerable. Discuss specific issues such as micro targeting by the government, 
take cues from the article and bring out the challenges involved. Comment on the front of privacy 
laws, need to enforce better framework. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting solutions to address the above issues, assert upon the need to develop a 
robust framework to address the issue. 
Introduction: 

In recent, there was a massive outcry against the hiring, by Indian political parties, of Cambridge 

Analytica, a data mining and analytics firm. The episode highlighted the need for regulating social 

media platforms by way of a comprehensive data protection law which takes issues such as political 

micro-targeting seriously. With the recently introduced draft of the data protection law, the 

Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019, the debate has again resurfaced. Although the digital revolution 

is being celebrated everywhere, the regulatory efforts regarding different spheres of its influence 

have only been reactionary. 

Body: 
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Dark side of Social Media Platforms: 

1. Fake news is often created and circulated for gaining electoral currency and political gains. 

2. Often government’s own party and agencies (through the undisclosed purchase of political 

ads and IT cells) may be involved. 

3. It is a rising trend seen in many countries led by China and Russia where internet 

manipulation and control are very high. 

4. Misinformation and disinformation spread in media is becoming a serious social challenge. It 

is leading to the poisonous atmosphere on the web and causing riots and lynching’s on the road. 

5. In the age of the internet (WhatsApp, Facebook, Twitter,) it is a serious problem as rumours, 

morphed images, click-baits, motivated stories, unverified information, planted stories for various 

interests spread easily among 35 crore internet users in India. 

6. There have been many instances of online rumours leading to killings of innocent people. In 

some cases, ministers have deleted tweets after realizing the fake news which they shared earlier. 

7. In the recent Karnataka Assembly elections (2018) fake news about rival parties and 

candidates flooded the media. 

8. It may not be a coincidence that India has the highest number of selfie deaths (person dying 

while trying to take a selfie) in the world (76 deaths out of 127 reported globally between March 

2014 and September 2016). Use and abuse of mobile and internet remain a concern. 

Unregulated zone: 

1. The informational autonomy of the voter is under serious threat because the entire business 

of collecting personal data continues to remain unregulated and is also proprietary in nature. 

2. It is extremely difficult to trace the methods used by such firms to scrutinise the personal life 

and intimate details of the individual. 

3. This threat becomes imminent in light of the rising number of political firms which are 

making most use of the right to freedom of speech and expression. 

4. The status of this right is near absolute with regard to political speech in most countries such 

as the U.S. It is but obvious that this can be misused by political entities. Profiling the potential voter 

has become a thriving industry. 
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5. Therefore, there are extremely well-crafted techniques when it comes to electoral 

campaigning. 

Need for regulation on social media: 

1. The speed and reach of social media have meant that subversive rumors and fake news get 

aired with impunity. 

2. This has resulted in serious law and order problems. In India, this phenomenon has assumed 

dangerous proportions. Fake news on WhatsApp has led to lynching’s and communal flare-ups in 

many parts of the country. This menace needs to be curbed. 

3. In the Internet age, any data protection law must be alive to the potential impact of social 

media companies in shaping public opinion. 

4. The current draft empowers the Central government to notify social media intermediaries as 

significant data fiduciaries if their user base crosses a certain threshold and whose actions are likely 

to have an impact on electoral democracy. 

5. This provision merits serious discussion to ensure that digital tools are used for enhancing 

democracy through citizen engagement, and not for harvesting personal data for voter targeting. 

6. There is serious harm to the country’s democratic nature resulting on account of loss of 

informational autonomy. 

7. The liberating and anti-establishment potential of the Internet are considered as a promise 

for the health of a liberal democracy. 

8. At the same time, it can have serious ramifications if this potential is used by demagogues to 

spread fake news and propaganda. 

Way forward: 

1. The liberating and anti-establishment potential of the Internet are considered as a promise 

for the health of a liberal democracy. 

2. At the same time, it can have serious ramifications if this potential is used by demagogues to 

spread fake news and propaganda. 

3. Although the need of a digital revolution cannot be denied, the regulatory efforts regarding 

different spheres of its influence should be more than merely reactionary 

4. There are infinite contours of this information age, and also, of our society, therefore, the 

scope of a data protection framework needs to be sensitive towards the magnitude of a variety of 

data usage. 

5. The electoral process in India is becoming increasingly advanced in terms of use of data and 

is likely to start using the same tactics as used in the US for targeting individual voters. 

6. The need of a regulatory framework with citizen participation is a must. 

7. Giving tag of Significant Data Fiduciary tag to social media platforms is a positive step if and 

where it also ensures Right to Privacy for the users 
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The Election Commission of India’s (ECI) new instrument to allow digitally-mediated 

voting may prove to be a revolution in electoral reforms. Do you agree? Analyse. (250 

words) 
Reference: Financial  Express 
Why this question: 
The Election Commission of India (ECI) is collaborating with the Indian Institute of Technology, 
Madras (IIT-M), to work on technology that would allow voters to exercise their democratic right 
through a digital device. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss in detail the significance of such a revolutionary step to be taken in the 
electoral reforms of the country. Also explain the challenges involved and suggest through a way 
ahead. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the context of the question. 
Body: 
One can start the analysis by highlighting the need for such a reform in terms of technology, explain 
with facts such as In 2019, around 300 Mn voters didn’t cast their vote, close to about one-third of 
the total number of registered voters in the country, which is roughly around 900 Mn. 
Discuss why we need the technology and what are its benefits? – Digital voting will help overcome 
the problems of distance for NRI voters and hesitations over proxy on part of the Indian legislature. It 
could even allow migrant workers within the country to cast their votes in polls in their native 
constituencies.  
Discuss what is the new technology like (Take cues from the article and detail upon). 
Discuss challenges or concerns involved. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

The Election Commission of India (ECI) is collaborating with the Indian Institute of Technology, 

Madras (IIT-M), to work on technology that would allow voters to exercise their democratic right 

through a digital device. The technology will allow migrants to vote. 

Body: 

Digitally mediated voting can be a revolution in electoral reforms: 

1. Currently, NRIs eligible to vote in Indian elections to register their electoral opinion can only 

cast their vote at the Indian embassy in the country of their residence 

2. A legislation to allow proxy voting for NRIs also didn’t get much traction in Parliament. 

3. Digital voting will help overcome the problems of distance for NRI voters, and hesitations 

over proxy on part of the Indian legislature. 

4. It could even allow migrant workers within the country to cast their votes in polls in their 

native constituencies. 
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5. The level of representation such digitally-mediated voting can facilitate, and the cost savings 

this could mean—from the drastically reduced need for security and other personnel deployment, 

booths, voting machines, power back-up, etc., especially in remote areas—make this an attractive 

proposition. 

Technology behind: 

1. Blockchain technology, now being put to use for a raft of services from land-record 

verification and digitisation to banking, will be used to set up a two-way electronic voting system. 

2. There will be biometric verification, and the EC and the candidates will get details of the 

voter on a common, open ledger, while the vote—encrypted at the time of voting itself—will be 

read by a programme. 

3. This will ensure that voter identity is established while the vote is anonymised. This is the 

first time India will be experimenting with such technology. 

4. Other jurisdictions—some US states and Estonia, to name a few—have used digital voting. 

5. Indeed, Estonia has been using this for more than a decade now; voters’ national ID cards 

that come embedded with chips are read by a card reader, and the voter then casts her vote via a 

digital platform. 

6. West Virginia, the US, tied up with a voting platform called Voatz that allows voters to cast 

their votes via the app. 

7. India can tap into the Aadhaar database, which has biometric information if voter ID cards 

are linked to the unique ID. 

Conclusion: 

The ECI must ensure that the system inspires the voters’ faith; there will be doubts about whether 

the system is hack-proof and doesn’t allow interference by enemy interests, whether it will preserve 

anonymity of the vote, and perhaps even whether the system will function as envisioned. 

 

 

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Discuss the key features of National Mission on Quantum Technologies & Applications 

(NM-QTA).  (250 words) 
Reference: News On AIR 
Why this question: 
The government in its budget 2020 has announced a National Mission on Quantum Technologies & 
Applications (NM-QTA) with a total budget outlay of Rs 8000 Crore for a period of five years to be 
implemented by the Department of Science & Technology (DST). 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss in detail the key features of such a mission and its ultimate goal and 
contributions to Science and technology of the country. 
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Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
First explain what you understand by Quantum Technology. 
Body: 
Quantum Technology is based on the principles of quantum theory, which explains the nature of 
energy and matter on the atomic and subatomic level. 
Quantum computers store and process information using quantum two level systems (quantum bits 
or qubits) which unlike classical bits can be prepared in superposition states. 
Discuss the key features of the scheme. Explain that the implementation of the mission would help 
develop and bring quantum computers, secured communications through fibre and free space, 
quantum encryption and crypt-analysis and associated technologies within reach in the country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting the significance of such a move.  
Introduction: 

The government in its budget 2020 has announced a National Mission on Quantum 

Technologies & Applications (NM-QTA) with a total budget outlay of Rs 8000 Crore for a period of 

five years to be implemented by the Department of Science & Technology (DST). 

Quantum Technology: 

Quantum technology is opening up new frontiers in computing, communications, and cyber security. 

A large number of commercial applications are expected to come from developing theoretical 

constructs. 

Quantum technologies are rapidly developing globally with huge disruptive potential. The next-

generation transformative technologies to be explored under this mission include quantum 

computers and computing, quantum communication, quantum key distribution, encryption, 

cryptanalysis, quantum devices, quantum sensing, quantum materials, and quantum clocks. 

1. Quantum Technology is based on the principles of quantum theory, which explains the 

nature of energy and matter on the atomic and subatomic level. 

2. It concerns the control and manipulation of quantum systems, with the goal of achieving 

information processing beyond the limits of the classical world. Quantum principles will be used for 

engineering solutions to extremely complex problems in computing, communications, sensing, 

chemistry, cryptography, imaging and mechanics. 

3. Quantum field has not yet matured for commercialization, due to the extreme scientific 

challenges involved. 

4. Quantum computers store and process information using quantum two level systems 

(quantum bits or qubits) which unlike classical bits, can be prepared in superposition states. 

5. This key ability makes quantum computers extremely powerful compared to conventional 

computers when solving certain kinds of problems like finding prime factors of large numbers and 

searching large databases. 
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6. The prime factorization quantum algorithm has important implications for security as it can 

be used to break RSA encryption, a popular method for secure communication. Indian physicists and 

engineers are preparing for a deep dive into the quantum world that holds the secrets for 

developing exciting technologies for computing, communication, cryptography and many more. 

Objectives of National Mission on Quantum Technologies & Applications (NM-QTA): 

1. It aims to create high-skilled jobs, develop human resources and start-ups, and promote 

technology-led economic growth. 

2. The mission intends to tackle the ever-increasing technological requirements of society and 

consider the international technology trends and roadmaps of leading countries for the 

development of next-generation technologies. 

3. The implementation of the mission would help secure communications through fibre and 

free space and develop quantum encryption and cryptanalysis. 

4. The mission will help prepare skilled manpower, boost translational research, and encourage 

entrepreneurship and start-up ecosystem development, the release claimed. 

Key features of the scheme: 

1. The areas of focus for the mission will be in fundamental science, translation, technology 

development, human and infrastructural resource generation, and start-ups to address national 

issues. 

2. The applications under the mission include aerospace engineering, numerical weather 

prediction, simulations, securing communications and financial transactions, cybersecurity, 

advanced manufacturing, health, agriculture, and education. 

3. The mission plans to draw upon the existing strengths within academic institutes across 

India to support interdisciplinary research projects in key verticals involving quantum technology. It 

will try to develop key foundational strengths in important core areas. 

4. It has become imperative both for the government and industries to be prepared to develop 

these emerging and disruptive technologies to secure communications and financial transactions, 

remain competitive, drive societal progress, generate employment, foster economic growth, and to 

improve the overall quality of life, the release stated. 
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Conclusion: 

With a solid research base and workforce founded on significant and reliable government 

support, it can lead to the creation of innovative applications by industries, thereby stimulating 

economic growth and job creation, which will feed back into a growing quantum-based economy. 

The government’s financial and organizational support will also ensure that both public and private 

sectors will benefit. It will establish standards to be applied to all research and help stimulate a 

pipeline to support research and applications well into the future. 

Bring out the key highlights of the draft National logistic policy, analyse the benefits and 

challenges involved in implementing the same. (250 words) 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why this question: 
The upcoming national logistics policy is expected to streamline rules and address supply-side 
constraints, leading to lower logistics costs and greater competitiveness for Indian products 
worldwide. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the key highlights of the draft National logistic policy and bring out the 
benefits and the challenges in detail. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain that India’s logistics sector has remained fragmented and unregulated, despite its 
centrality to economic growth. 
Body: 
According to a logistics policy draft released by the commerce ministry in February 2019, the 
government will create a single point of reference for all logistics and trade facilitation matters, 
reducing logistics costs, which are now estimated at 13-14% of GDP, to 10%. 
Discuss the key features of the draft policy. 
Highlight the concerns/issues involved. 
Suggest the benefits that can be accrued from it. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude by reasserting the significance of such a policy in addressing the gaps in the logistics sector 
of the country. 
Introduction: 

The upcoming national logistics policy is expected to streamline rules and address supply-side 

constraints, leading to lower logistics costs and greater competitiveness for Indian products 

worldwide. The national logistics policy will clarify the roles of the Union government, state 

governments and key regulators. It will create a single-window e-logistics market and focus on the 

generation of employment, skills and making medium and small enterprises competitive.” 

Key highlights of the draft National logistic policy: 

1. Startup acceleration fund by the Logistics Wing: This fund will incubate startups in the 

logistics sector, enable the adoption of newer technologies and promote innovative practices “that 

can help in reducing costs and turnaround times.” 

2. The policy also states that it will focus on perishable commodities because of the 

specialised nature of requirements for their packaging, transport and storage. It will also encourage 

startups working in the “farm to plate” space. 

3. Identify, implement and monitor technology based interventions such as e-tolling, electronic 

document flow, rationalization of checkpoints, digital verification at all checkpoints etc., to decrease 

wait time, in effect improving the average speed across key corridors. 

4. Creating a single point of reference for all logistics and trade facilitation matters in the 

country which will also function as a knowledge and information sharing platform 

5. Optimizing the current modal mix (road-60%, rail-31%, water-9%) in line with international 

benchmarks (25-30% share of road, 50-55% share of railways, 20-25% share of waterways) and 

promote development of multimodal infrastructure 

6. Improving first mile and last mile connectivity to expand market access of farmers, MSMEs 

and small businesses 

7. Enhancing efficiency across the logistics value chain through increased digitization and 

technology adoption 

8. Supporting the development of the warehousing sector 

Benefits of the draft National logistic policy 

National Logistics e-marketplace 

In August 2018, the Ministry of Commerce said that it was developing an online National Logistics 

Portal to reduce the cost of moving goods and services across the country and the world from 14% 

(of India’s GDP) to 10%. The portal was first announced in February 2018. 

1. The current draft states that the e-marketplace will be a one stop marketplace for the 

simplification of documentation for exports/imports and drive transparency through digitization of 

processes involving Customs, PGAs etc in regulatory, certification and compliance services. 

2. “This will bring in greater transparency and faster clearances, thereby reducing logistics 

costs and making exports competitive, thus improving trade and bolstering economic growth. 
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3. The portal will also enable improved price discovery, route optimization, in-transit tracking, 

and timely delivery assurance and… The proposed portal shall be developed keeping in view the 

advancements in technologies like blockchain, internet of things etc.” 

Data analytics center: 

1. Creating a data and analytics center for transparency and continuous monitoring of key 

logistics metrics, enable data driven decision-making for future infrastructure projects. 

2. “Performance dashboards will be defined for key logistics metrics across various Central 

Ministries as well as for respective State Governments.” 

3. Data sources like telematics, remote sensing and track and trace data will be incorporated. 

4. The data from the hub will be used to facilitate review of logistics performance metrics, on a 

quarterly basis by an inter-ministerial committee, chaired by the Minister for Commerce and 

Industry. On a half yearly basis, a review will be conducted by the National Council for Logistics, 

chaired by the Prime Minister. 

Ecommerce logistics: 

On E-commerce logistics, the draft states that it would like to promote “cross regional trade on e-

commerce platforms by enabling a seamless flow of goods.” The Department of Posts will be 

“leveraged in formulating seamless first and last mile connectivity” for ecommerce companies 

within India, to ensure seamless flow of goods. It also states that this will: 

1. Reduce transportation and inventory holding costs 

2. Increase efficiencies in warehousing, encourage set-up of multi modal logistics hubs 

3. Strengthen the air cargo infrastructure, storage infrastructure for railways and improve 

technology readiness of the Department of Posts 

Challenges: 

1. The announcement of the proposed logistics policy is welcome as it is likely to delineate the 

roles of the regulatory agencies at the central and state government level and address issues around 

predictability of regulations, registration of services providers, regulation of multi-modal transport 

and performance standards for service delivery,” 

2. This policy will categorise each of these services and give minimum threshold requirements 

for entering the market. For a truck fleet operator, this could be about minimum fleet size, 

specifications of trucks, axle load and carrying capacity etc 

3. The proposed policy also aims to standardize the key elements of a warehouse which will 

lead to new demand and capacity creation of Grade A warehouses,” 

4. The main challenge is while some of the subjects covered under the policy come under the 

Centre, the rest are controlled by states. 

Conclusion: 

The development of multi-modal logistics parks, or rules to do with motor vehicle movement, come 

under states. So, unless there is alignment between the Centre and the states, this policy will be 

hard to implement. 
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Discuss the suggestions given in the Economic Survey 2020 to boost India’s economic 

growth. (250 words) 
Reference: PIB 
Why this question: 
Recently the economic survey 2020-21 was released ahead of Budget proposals issued in the 
parliament. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the significant suggestions made by the Economic Survey 2020 to boost 
India’s economic growth. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain that the Economic Survey suggested that the government must use its strong mandate 
to deliver expeditiously on reforms which will enable the economy to strongly rebound in 2020-21. 
Body: 
Highlight that The survey said the economy is set to revive in the second half of 2019- 20 mainly on 
account of ten positive factors. Discuss the suggestions given in the survey in detail. There isn’t much 
to deliberate; students must list down the suggestions that are key to economic growth of the 
country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the survey projected FY21 growth of 6-6.5% may prove to be optimistic unless backed 
by a strong fiscal stimulus in the budget and the meeting of investment targets specified in the 
National Infrastructure Pipeline, both by The central and state governments. 
Introduction 

The Economic Survey 2020 noted that, with India’s record of growth with macroeconomic stability 

over the last five years (annual average growth rate of 7.5 per cent and annual average inflation of 

4.5 per cent), the economy is poised for a rebound towards the US$ 5 trillion goal by 2024-25. The 

Economic Survey posits that India’s growth can rebound to 6-6.5% through stronger structural 

reforms in Agriculture, Industry and Infrastructure. 

Body 

 Economic Survey: Boosting India’s Economic Growth 

o The survey held that India’s aspiration to become a $5 trillion economy depends 

critically on: 

o Strengthening the invisible hand of the market. 

o Supporting it with the hand of trust. 

 Ethical Wealth: 

o The Survey highlights the importance of ethical wealth creation for the growth and 

economic development of India. 

o The role played by the market in creating that ethical wealth and enabling environment 

of trust by the government is needed for those markets to thrive. 
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o The Survey stressed upon “trust as a public good that gets enhanced with greater use”. 

Economic activity can proper with high trust. This is possible through following ways. 

o Reducing information asymmetry through standardizing enforcement systems and 

public databases thus empowering transparency. 

o Enhancing quality of supervision through significant enhancement in the quantity and 

quality of manpower in our regulators (CCI, RBI, SEBI, IBBI) 

o Investments in technology and analytics needs to be made. 

 Entrepreneurship: 

o Secondly, India’s economic growth will boost through “Entrepreneurship as a strategy to 

fuel productivity growth and wealth creation”. 

o A 10 percent increase in registration of new firms in a district yields a 1.8 % increase in 

Gross Domestic District Product (GDDP). 

o Literacy and education in a district foster local entrepreneurship significantly. 

o Its impact is most pronounced when literacy is above 70 per cent. 

o Physical infrastructure quality in the district influences new firm creation significantly. g.: 

The government has recently announced Rs 102 lakh crore NIP National Infrastructure 

Pipeline in the next 5 years 

 Pro-Business Vs Pro-crony: 

o Promoting ‘pro-business’ policy that unleashes the power of competitive markets to 

generate wealth. Weaning away from ‘pro-crony’ policy that may favour specific private 

interests, especially powerful incumbents. 

o Liberalization enabled ‘creative destruction’ by empowering markets. The accelerating 

growth (estimated by CAGR) of stock market (captured through S&P BSE Sensex) 

provides an evidence of this. 

o Post 1991, every five years, one-third of Sensex firms are churned out, reflecting the 

continuous influx of new firms, products and technologies into the economy. 

o Survey suggests that, Government must systematically examine areas of non-essential 

intervention. Eliminating such instances will enable competitive markets spurring 

investments and economic growth. 

 Specializing exports: 

o By integrating “Assemble in India for the world” into Make in India, India can: 

o Raise its export market share to about 3.5 % by 2025 and 6 % by 2030. 

o Create 4 crore well-paid jobs by 2025 and 8 crores by 2030. 

o Specialization at large scale in labour-intensive sectors, especially network products. 

Laser-like focus on enabling assembling operations at mammoth scale in network 

products 
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o Ease of doing business: There is a jump of 79 positions to 63 in 2019 from 142 in 2014 in 

World Bank’s EODB rankings. Need for efficiency is highlighted by the survey. 

o g.: Logistical process efficiency can increase exports. Bengaluru KIA export import 

handling of electronics (6 hours) is better than Hong Kong (7 hours). 

 Banking Sector: 

o A large economy needs an efficient banking sector to support its growth. 

o The onus of supporting the economy falls on the PSBs accounting for 70 % of the market 

share in Indian banking. 

o Creation of a GSTN type entity that will aggregate data from all PSBs and use 

technologies like big data, artificial intelligence and machine learning in credit decisions 

for ensuring better screening and monitoring of borrowers, especially the large ones. 

 NBFC sector: 

o NBFCs (Non-Banking Financial Companies) play an important role in promoting inclusive 

growth in the country. 

o They often take lead role in providing innovative financial services to MSMEs, provide a 

fillip to transportation, employment generation, wealth creation, bank credit in rural 

segments and to support financially weaker sections of the society. 

o Survey highlighted the key drivers of Rollover Risk of the shadow banking system as 

mainly Asset Liability Management (ALM) Risk (E.g.: As in IL&FS crisis), Over-dependence 

on short-term wholesale funding. This needs rectification through a Health Score which 

provides early warning signals. 

 Privatization and Wealth Creation: 

o This is done through aggressive disinvestment targets. 

o According to Survey, privatization increases profitability, promotes efficiency, increases 

competitiveness and promotes professionalism. E.g.: HPCL disinvestment led to an 

increase of around Rs. 33,000 crores in national wealth. 

 Thalinomics: 

o The optimism of economic growth rebound is based on the price movement in India. 

o Thalinomics suggests that affordability of vegetarian Thalis improved 29 % and 

Affordability of non-vegetarian Thalis improved by 18 % between 2006-07 to 2019-20. 

      Conclusion 

India’s macroeconomic credentials remain strong. Although India’s GDP growth moderated to 4.8 % 

in H1 of 2019-20, there has been accretion of forex reserves, Impressive Foreign Direct Investment 

(FDI), narrowing of CAB to 1.5% in H1 of 2019-20. Considering the above factors, the economic 

survey highlights that expeditious delivery on reforms is necessary, for enabling the economy to 

strongly rebound in 2020-21. 
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There was hope that the recently proposed Budget would increase allocations in 

various sectors, and in turn would trigger demand but the numbers do not seem 

promising, Give your opinion and analyse. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The 2020 Budget was presented against the background of slowing economy, poor investment 
climate, declining consumption demand and stagnant exports. Thus the question aims to analyse if 
the Budget proposed is promising on these fronts or not. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss critically the Budget proposals and in what way they lack promises in terms 
triggering demand in the economy. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the current case of the Budget proposals. 
Body: 
The 2020 Budget was presented against the background of slowing economy, poor investment 
climate, declining consumption demand and stagnant exports. 
The steady deceleration in growth, which registered at 4.5 per cent in the second quarter of the 
current fiscal — the lowest in the last 26 quarters — presented a challenge as well as an opportunity. 
Monetary policy, by reducing the repo rate by 135 basis points since January last year, has traversed 
quite a distance. 
Discuss what the expectations were from the budget and why the budget somewhere failed to touch 
upon those points. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that it seems the wait for a rescue of the slowing economy has become longer, however 
proposals and policies need to be steered in the right direction to bring the economy back on wheels. 
Introduction 

The Budget 2020-21 came amidst a slowing economic output of 4.5% and a slump in investment 

climate. This was augmented by challenges of COVID-19 epidemic and slowdown in the global 

economy. 

Body: 

Budgetary Allocations in 2020-21: 

 The budgetary allocation for capital expenditure for the current year, which is estimated at 1.7 

per cent of GDP this year, is budgeted at 1.8 per cent in 2020-21. This is similar to past trends. 

 The main reasons for not increasing budgetary allocations are: 

 Nominal GDP growth was 7.5 per cent as against the estimated 12 per cent in the budget. 

 There was overestimation in the growth of tax revenue at 18.3 per cent over the pre-actuals of 

the previous year. 

 The corporate tax cuts also amounts to a revenue foregone amounting ₹1.45 lakh crore per year 

 Slippage in achieving the disinvestment target of Rs 1.03 lakh crore. 

Budget remains Unpromising: 

 Fiscal Deficit: 
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o The fiscal deficit slipped to 3.8% which was more than the targeted number in Budget 

2019-20. 

o The major concern is that the reported off budget financing is almost 0.85 per cent. This 

does not capture the bills and refunds payable by the government. 

 Major Sectors: Budget Analysis 

 Infrastructure: 

o Although NIP (national infrastructure pipeline) announced in December 2019 has Rs. 103 

trillion outlay. Much of this will have to come from private sector. 

o The Transport infrastructure has a total allocation of 1.7 lakh crore. 

 Agriculture: 

o Budget focused on 16 action points on agriculture, irrigation and rural development and 

the Rs 2.83 lakh crore allocation is higher than the budget estimate for the previous year 

by just 2.5 per cent. 

o The allocation looks impressive only because there was a massive cut (Rs 26,000 crore) 

in the budget estimate over the revised estimate. 

 Health: 

o The health expenditure is yet to reach 2.5% as touted in the National Health Policy 2017. 

o There is a massive shortage of medical staff, infrastructure and last mile connectivity in 

rural areas. Eg: Doctor : Population 1:1800 and 78% doctors cater to urban India 

(population of 30%). 

o These remained unaddressed in the current budget 

 Social Sector: 

o MGNREGA has been cut from Rs 71,002 crore (RE) in the current year to Rs 61,500 crore 

in 2020-21. 

o This scheme has the potential to revive rural economy. 

o In previous fiscal year 2019-2020, all state’s exhausted their MGNREGA Budget. 

o PM-KISAN allocation remain same as last year. 

However, the Budget is optimistic about growth revival and addresses many challenged faced by 

Indian Economy. 

Promising aspects of Budget 

 Aspirational India – better standards of living with access to health, education and better jobs 

for all sections of the society 

o Agriculture 

 Blue Economy: Rs. 1 lakh crore fisheries’ exports to be achieved by 2024-25 and 

200 lakh tonnes fish production targeted by 2022-23. 
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 Kisan Rail: To build a seamless national cold supply chain for perishables 

 Kisan Udan: To be launched by the Ministry of Civil Aviation. Both international 

and national routes to be covered. 

 Village Storage Scheme : Women, SHGs to regain their position as Dhaanya 

Lakshmi. 

 PM-KUSUM : 20 lakh farmers to be provided for setting up stand-alone solar 

pumps. 

o Health and wellness 

 Jan Aushadhi Kendra Scheme to offer 2000 medicines and 300 surgicals in all 

districts by 2024 

 TB Harega Desh Jeetega campaign launched – commitment to end Tuberculosis 

by 2025. 

 Jal Jeevan Mission : Augmenting local water sources, recharging existing 

sources, and promoting water harvesting and de-salination. 

o Sanitation: 

 Commitment to ODF-Plus in order to sustain ODF behaviour. 

 Emphasis on liquid and grey water management. 

o Education 

 National Police University and National Forensic Science University proposed 

for policing science, forensic science, and cyber-forensics. 

 Ind-SAT proposed for Asian and African countries as a part of Study in 

India program 

o Economic Development for all – “Sabka Saath , Sabka Vikas , Sabka Vishwas”. 

 New scheme NIRVIK to be launched to achieve higher export credit 

disbursement, which provides for: 

 Higher insurance coverage 

 Reduction in premium for small exporters 

 Simplified procedure for claim settlements. 

 National Logistics Policy : A single window e-logistics market to be created 

 100 more airports under the UDAN scheme. 

 Taxpayer Charter to be enshrined in the Statute will bring fairness and efficiency 

in tax administration. 

 New Economy : 

o 6000 crore proposed for Bharatnet programme in 2020-21. 

o A digital platform to be promoted to facilitate seamless application and capture of IPRs 
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o Mapping of India’s genetic landscape- Two new national level Science Schemes to be 

initiated to create a comprehensive database 

 Caring Society – both humane and compassionate; 

o Antyodaya as an article of faith. 

o 28, 600 crore proposed for women specific programs. 

o Enhanced allocation of Rs. 9,500 crore provided for 2020-21 for senior citizens and 

Divyang. 

Conclusion: 

Despite the slow economic growth, there are shoots of revival in the economy. The Budget will aid 

and augment Indian economy by boosting the demand with an aim to reach $5trillion by 2024. This 

will require the Centre and State to ensure effective devolution of funds at all levels for effective 

implementation of projects. 

Considering the manner in which public data are being stored and used by both the 

state and private entities, a comprehensive Data Protection Act is the need of the hour. 

Comment. (250 words) 
Reference  The Hindu 
 
Introduction 

Data protection is the process of protecting data and involves the relationship between the 

collection and dissemination of data and technology. It aims to strike a balance between individual 

privacy rights while still allowing data to be used for myriad purposes. The sheer volume of people’s 

data on the internet and the advancements in technologies such as Artificial intelligence, Data 

mining and machine learning poses a threat of abuse and misuse of data. 

Body 

Data protection is the Need of the hour 

India has around 40 cr internet users and 25cr social media users who spend significant time 

online. The average cost for data breach in India has gone up to Rs. 11.9 crore, an increase of 7.9% 

from 2017. Moreover, in the KS Puttaswamy case, the Supreme Court has declared Data Privacy as a 

fundamental right under Article 21. Hence it becomes all the more significant to ensure data 

protection. The reasons are as follows 

 Data Export : Most of the data storage companies are based abroad. Especially the e-commerce 

companies that have exabytes of data on Indians. They also export data to other jurisdiction 

making it difficult to apply Indian laws. 

 Data Localization : Enforcing data localization has faced backlash from many private entities and 

their home governments. There hundreds of private players are involved in data dynamics which 

makes it difficult to apply uniform data protection framework. 

 User Consent : Generally, the application using pre-ticked boxes on consent while asking users 

regarding the acceptance to the terms and conditions. 

 Privacy Breach :  It is usually difficult to trace the perpetrator invading the data privacy. 
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 Privacy laws : Currently, the usage and transfer of personal data of citizens is regulated by the  

Information Technology (IT) Rules, 2011, under the IT Act, 2000.  However this are applicable 

only to private entities and not on government agency.  

 Data ownership : As per TRAI guidelines, individuals own the data, while the collectors and data 

processors are mere custodians of data who are subject to regulations. 

In lieu of this, the parliament has referred the Data Protection Bill 2019 to a joint parliamentary 

committee for further scrutiny. The Bill was in line with the recommendation of the BN SriKrishna 

Committee. 

Conclusion 

Data protection is essential to balance the growth of the digital economy and use of data as 

a means of communication between persons with a statutory regime that will protect the autonomy 

of individuals from encroachments by the state and private entities. India must adopt stringent law 

in the same lines as GDPR (General Data Protection Regime) enacted by the European Union. 

India needs more podiums like the National Bio-Entrepreneurship Competition, to 

democratize innovation for ideas with great prospective societal impact. Comment.(250 

words) 
Reference: Financial Express 
Why this question: 
The article discusses in detail the fact that India needs more platforms like the National Bio-
Entrepreneurship Competition, which democratizes innovation access for ideas with large potential 
societal impact 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the significance of innovation and entrepreneurship platforms in the 
country to foster the same for greater societal impact. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the need for innovation. 
Body: 
Discuss that India is home to the third-largest congregation of startups, after the US, and China. This 
infectious spirit of innovation is permeating everywhere. Unlike any other time in India’s recent 
history, multitudes are endeavoring to create bottom-up science-based solutions to our challenges. 
The need for nationwide ideas platforms to support innovators is paramount. Highlight the 
significance of platforms like National Bio-Entrepreneurship Competition (NBEC). Take hints from the 
article and explain the significance of entrepreneurship to the country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

India is home to the third-largest congregation of startups, after the US, and China. This infectious 

spirit of innovation is permeating everywhere. Unlike any other time in India’s recent history, 

multitudes are endeavouring to create bottom-up science-based solutions to our challenges. The 

need for nationwide ideas platforms to support innovators is paramount. 

National Bio-Entrepreneurship Competition (NBEC) 
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1. India’s biggest deep science ideas platform that has succeeded in reaching 34 of 36 

states/UTs—including Andaman and Nicobar—is the National Bio-Entrepreneurship Competition 

(NBEC). 

2. It is a joint initiative by BIRAC (a research assistance non-profit established by the 

government’s department of biotechnology) and C-CAMP (Centre for Cellular and Molecular 

Platforms, India’s premier life sciences innovation hub). 

3. NBEC has seen steady growth in three years, from 1,500+ registrants in 2017 to 2,000+ in 

2018, and nearly 3,000 in 2019. 

4. This phenomenal growth signifies the thirst for innovation in all corners of India and the lay 

Indian’s drive to solve societal challenges. 

5. NBEC’s goal is to unlock bio-entrepreneurship talent all over India. Ideas are encouraged 

from all domains of life sciences, including healthcare, agriculture, food, nutraceuticals, 

environment, water, and animal health. 

6. Participants develop diverse indigenous technologies and solutions, weighted toward 

impact, based on scientific fundamentals, and applications. 

Why India needs more podiums like the National Bio-Entrepreneurship Competition: 

1. The framework is designed such that competitors are judged solely on the merit of the idea 

and its societal impact 

2. The core proposition is that if the idea is good and the ideator has the drive, supporting 

infrastructure can be provided through a network of innovation hubs, industry, and mentorship. 

3. It is this idea-first framework that India must implement across other verticals like 

cybersecurity, energy, defence, urban design, health, and water management to unlock greater 

innovation-led entrepreneurship. 

4. The value proposition lies in three broad areas—a robust framework that democratises 

innovation access, emphasis on ideas with national societal impact, and connecting innovators up 

the idea-to-market value chain. 

5. While generating a good idea to solve a large-scale problem is hard, taking the idea up the 

idea-to-market value chain is even harder. 

6. Many good ideas have ended up going nowhere for lack of access to the enabling ecosystem 

of industry and innovation hubs. 

7. A unique feature of NBEC is that it doesn’t just end the day when winners are announced; it 

then serves as a launchpad for the competitors with the best ideas. 

8. Not only the winners, but a bigger cohort of participants are invited to form partnerships 

with industry leaders, and innovation hubs to operationalise their concepts. 

9. Carefully structured ideas platforms like NBEC serve as ideal vehicles to effect socio-

economic impact at scale across India. 

10. In particular, it translates deep science research from the lab to the market. Moreover, many 

parts of the world, like Africa, are in need of similar solutions. 
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11. With deep science ideas platforms, India can position itself as a sustainable solutions 

innovator, and provider. 

12. The emphasis on democratizing access for innovators with ideas that have a large potential 

for societal impact has proved successful. 

Success stories of winners: 

1. The 2017 NBEC Ankur Seeds Prize winner FIB-SOL designs biodegradable nanofibre 

carriers that can carry the same active fertiliser dosage in a 5 g pouch as a 5 kg bag today, thereby 

reducing logistics costs by 1000x and increasing shelf life by 2x. This solution simultaneously 

revolutionises the agriculture, fertiliser, environmental, and energy sectors. 

2. The 2018 NBEC Biocon Excellence Prize winner Module has miniaturised UTI detection into 

a credit card-sized test platform that can detect four major UTI pathogens in 30-60 minutes, 

compared to the 24-48 hours it takes today in a laboratory setup, at a fraction of the cost, thereby 

opening up affordable healthcare access to millions in rural India and elsewhere. 

3. The 2019 WIN Foundations Prize winner AlchemeRobotics provides a robotic solution to 

help the otherwise thankless job of manual scavenging through septic tanks, solving a massive 

health hazard and modernising an industry long overdue. 

Conclusion: 

With India in nation-building mode, we need models to enable our innovation talent, and support 

them to develop game-changing ideas. While NBEC focuses on innovative ideas in the bio-agri-health 

network, the model can be effectively replicated for other deep science innovation fields like energy, 

defence, semiconductors, automobile design, and others where India must develop technological 

leadership to fuel industrial and economic growth. 

India is aiming for $10 trillion GDP by 2030. A model that unlocks indigenous innovation talent, and 

integrates it with infrastructure, government, industry, and innovation hubs could well be the key 

driver to achieve this. 

Swachh Bharat Mission apart from sanitation aspects aids to generate employment and 

provide impetus to the rural economy. Explain. (250 words) 
Reference:  PIB 
Why this question: 
The Union Cabinet recently has approved the Phase II of the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) [SBM 
(G)] till 2024-25, which will focus on Open Defecation Free Plus (ODF Plus). Thus the context of the 
question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the possible positives that the SBM brings to the Rural India apart from its 
main goal of ODF India. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain what the mission is about. 
Body: 
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The question is relatively very much straightforward and there isn’t much to deliberate. One must 
discuss how and in what way the SBM impacts the rural economy. The mission aims at the creation 
of infrastructure; infrastructure for SLWM such as compost pits, soak pits, waste stabilization ponds, 
material recovery facilities etc. leading to mass employment at the MGNREGA levels. The outcomes 
that it generates through sanitation directly benefit the health aspects of the rural India thus leading 
to a positive effect on the workforce. Complete the answer by giving more insights. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting the significance of such missions to Rural India. 
 

Introduction: 

The Union Cabinet in February 2020 has approved the Phase II of the Swachh Bharat Mission 

(Grameen) [SBM (G)] till 2024-25, which will focus on Open Defecation Free Plus (ODF Plus), which 

includes ODF sustainability and Solid and Liquid Waste Management (SLWM). The program will also 

work towards ensuring that no one is left behind and everyone uses a toilet. 

Body: 

Objectives of SBM: 

1. To bring about an improvement in the general quality of life in the rural areas, by promoting 

cleanliness, hygiene and eliminating open defecation. 

2. To accelerate sanitation coverage in rural areas to achieve the vision of Swachh Bharat by 

2nd October 2019. 

3. To motivate communities to adopt sustainable sanitation practices and facilities through 

awareness creation and health education. 

4. To encourage cost effective and appropriate technologies for ecologically safe and 

sustainable sanitation. 

5. To develop, wherever required, community managed sanitation systems focusing on 

scientific Solid & Liquid Waste Management systems for overall cleanliness in the rural areas. 

6. To create significant positive impact on gender and promote social inclusion by improving 

sanitation especially in marginalized communities. 

The programme will be implemented by the States/UTs as per the operational guidelines which will 

be issued to the States shortly. The fund sharing pattern between Centre and States will be 90:10 for 

North-Eastern States and Himalayan States and UT of J&K; 60:40 for other States; and 100:0 for 

other Union Territories, for all the components. 

Importance of SBM for rural areas: 

1. The Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan has been restructured into the Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin). 

2. SBM (Rural) aims to bring about an improvement in the general quality of life in the rural 

areas. 

3. It promotes cleanliness, hygiene and set a target of eliminating open defecation free by 

October 2, 2019. 
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4. The SBM-G Phase II will continue to generate employment and provide impetus to the rural 

economy through construction of household toilets and community toilets, as well as infrastructure 

for SLWM such as compost pits, soak pits, waste stabilisation ponds, material recovery facilities etc 

5. The SLWM component of ODF Plus will be monitored on the basis of output-outcome 

indicators for four key areas: plastic waste management, bio-degradable solid waste management 

(including animal waste management), greywater management and fecal sludge management. 

6. New thrust of this rural sanitation mission is removing obstacles and addressing critical 

issues that affect results which aims to provide all rural households with individual latrines and build 

cluster and community toilets on public-private partnership mode. 

7. Construction of Anganwadi toilets and management of solid and liquid waste in all Village 

Panchayats is main object of the mission. 

Conclusion: 

The thinking and philosophy of Gandhiji would be achieved if the Swachh Bharat programme realizes 

the desired targets but the challenge would be to generate awareness, in a big way.  There has been 

spectacular progress since the last 5 years, thereby fulfilling the target of reaching sanitation to the 

remotest village and realizing a significant facet of Gandhian vision. 

“The Assisted Reproductive Technology Regulation Bill is a much-needed complement 

to Surrogacy Bill”. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The Union Cabinet has approved the Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART) Regulation Bill, 2020 to 
monitor medical procedures used to assist people to achieve pregnancy. Hence the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the significance of the ART Bill, its key features in hand with the surrogacy 
bill. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with few introductory lines of the coming of Bill. 
Body: 
The Bill, called the Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART) Regulation Bill, 2020, intends to regulate 
ART clinics with the objective of providing “safe and ethical” reproductive procedures to infertile 
couples. The Bill provides for a national Board which will lay down a code of conduct to be observed 
by those operating clinics. It will also formulate minimum standards for laboratory and diagnostic 
equipment and practices to be followed by human resources employed by clinics and banks. Under 
the proposed law, a national registry and registration authority will maintain a database to assist the 
National Board to perform its functions, according to a statement issued by the Health and Family 
Welfare Ministry. The States and Union Territories will also have to form State Boards and State 
authorities within three months of the notification of the proposed legislation. The Bill also proposes 
stringent punishment for those who practise sex selection; indulge in sale of human embryos or 
gametes and those who operate rackets Etc. Discuss the concerns involved if any, highlight in what 
way it complements the surrogacy bill. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude by asserting upon the positive impact that the two together bring upon the reproductive 
rights and choices of women in India. 
 

Introduction: 

Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART), as commonly understood, comprises procedures such as 

in-vitro fertilisation (IVF), intra-uterine insemination (IUI), oocyte and sperm donation, 

cryopreservation and includes surrogacy as well. The Cabinet recently cleared the Assisted 

Reproductive Technology Regulation Bill, 2020. The Bill aims to regulate assisted reproductive 

technology services in the country. It will monitor medical procedures used to assist people to 

achieve pregnancy. Consequently, infertile couples will be more ensured/confident of the ethical 

practices in ARTs. 

Body: 

According to a registry maintained by the Indian Council of Medical Research, there are 1,269 ART 

clinics in India (as on November, 2019). The number swells up to 1,846 when ART clinics and ART 

banks are taken together. Maharashtra has the maximum number of ART clinics (266) followed by 

Tamil Nadu (164), Delhi (113), Karnataka (102), Uttar Pradesh (92) and Gujarat (80). 

Key features of the Bill: 

1. It would lead to the creation of a national board to lay down and implement a code of 

conduct for people working at IVF clinics. 

2. Determines the minimum standards of physical infrastructure, laboratory, diagnostic 

equipment and expert manpower to be employed by ART clinics and banks. 

3. The bill intends to make genetic testing of the embryo mandatory before implantation for 

the benefit of the child born through ART. 

4. It also seeks to streamline the cryo-preservation processes for sperm, oocytes and embryo. 

5. It also proposes to constitute a national registry and registration authority to maintain a 

central database and assist the national board in its functioning. 

6. The bill proposes stringent punishment for those “practising sex selection, sale of human 

embryos or gametes and running agencies/rackets/organisations for such unlawful practices. 

Assisted Reproductive Technology Regulation Bill is a much-needed complement to Surrogacy Bill: 

1. Assisted reproductive technology (ART) has grown by leaps and bounds in the last few years. 

India is among countries that have seen the highest growth in the number of ART centres and ART 

cycles performed every year. 

2. Clinics in India offer nearly all the ART services—gamete donation, IntraUterine Insemination 

(IUI), In Vitro Fertilization (IVF), IntraCytoplasmic Sperm Injection (ICSI), Preimplantation Genetic 

Diagnosis (PGD) and gestational surrogacy. 

3. India has become one of the major centres of the global fertility industry (ART), with 

reproductive medical tourism becoming a significant activity. 
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4. This has also introduced a plethora of legal, ethical and social issues; yet, there is no 

standardisation of protocols and reporting is still very inadequate. 

5. The select committee of the Parliament that examined the Surrogacy Regulation Bill, 2019 

has said that it would be prudent to bring the ART Bill before the Surrogacy Bill, 2019, to establish a 

regulatory mechanism for ART clinics. 

6. The ART Regulation Bill is supposed to be more overarching and the first step to regulate the 

sector. Without registration and a proper database of medical institutions and clinics providing such 

services, it is impossible to regulate services like surrogacy and abortion (Medical Termination of 

Pregnancy Amendment Bill, 2020). 

7. It needs to be noted that all the three Bills are designed around protecting and recognizing 

women’s reproductive rights. 

Conclusion: 

Social stigma of being childless and lengthy adoption processes have increased the demand for ART 

in India. It is thus not surprising that the ART industry is expected to grow by a compounded annual 

growth rate of 10%. The major benefit of the act would be regulation of the assisted reproductive 

technology services in the country. Consequently, infertile couples will be more ensured and 

confident of the ethical practices in ART clinics. 

Balanced use of fertilizers based on soil testing on a mission mode is creating a quiet 

revolution. Analyse in the context of Soil health card programme. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The author discusses in detail how application of fertilizers based on soil testing taken up on a 
mission mode is creating a quiet revolution in the country’s agri sector. 
Key demand of the question: 
Students must discuss the significance of Integrated Nutrient Management and the newer 
revolutionary methods it has been evolving with in recent times. One must appreciate the role of soil 
health programme in the background. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the essence of Fertilizers to agriculture systems in the country and need to recognize 
their timely delivery based on multiple factors that decide the timing of application. 
Body: 
Discuss the SHC programme; implemented over the last five years, assesses soil fertility in terms of 
the availability of key nutrients — primary (nitrogen, phosphorous and potash) as well as secondary 
(sulphur) and micro (iron, zinc, copper, manganese and boron) — and physical parameters (electrical 
conductivity, pH and organic carbon). Explain how SHC programme has successfully acted as a 
prescription for farmers to – allow the right dosage of nutrients based on both deficiency and crops 
grown in the soils of their particular area. Detail on the benefits such a changed method has been 
bringing to the farmers in the country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting the significance of such innovative solutions. 
Introduction: 
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Soil Health Card (SHC) is a Government of India’s scheme promoted by the Department of 

Agriculture & Co-operation under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare. It is being 

implemented through the Department of Agriculture of all the State and Union Territory 

Governments. A SHC is meant to give each farmer soil nutrient status of his/her holding and advice 

him/her on the dosage of fertilizers and also the needed soil amendments, that s/he should apply to 

maintain soil health in the long run. 

Body: 

SHC is a printed report that a farmer will be handed over for each of his holdings. It will contain the 

status of his soil with respect to 12 parameters, namely N,P,K (Macro-nutrients) ; S (Secondary- 

nutrient) ; Zn, Fe, Cu, Mn, Bo (Micro – nutrients) ; and pH, EC, OC (Physical parameters). Based on 

this, the SHC will also indicate fertilizer recommendations and soil amendment required for the 

farm. 

SHC and the revolution: 

 In Phase I of the programme (2015-17), 10.74 crore cards were distributed, with another 11.45 

crore being issued in Phase II (2017-19). 

 The programme basically advocates judicious use of chemical fertilisers, together with organic 

manure and bio-fertilisers, in order to improve the health of the soil and its productivity. 

 The crucial infrastructure requirement for the programme has been provided through the 

setting up of 429 new static soil testing labs (STL) and strengthening of 800 existing ones, apart 

from 102 mobile STLs, 8,752 mini-STLs and 1,562 village-level STLs. 

 As a result, the total soil testing capacity has increased from 1.73 crore to 3.01 crore samples per 

year. 

 As a follow-up to the two phases, model villages are now being developed, one in each of the 

country’s 6,954 blocks. 

 Further, testing at individual holding level is being done, as against grid-based analyses so far, 

along with SHC-based demonstration of application of fertilisers and farmers’ fairs for raising 

awareness. 

 The receptivity of farmers to the programme has led to the emergence of ‘Mitti ke Doctor’ (soil 

health specialists) and even women’s self-help groups that undertake soil testing at village level. 

 Andhra Pradesh currently has ‘Raithu Bharosa Kendras (farmers’ trust centres)’ that offer 

integrated testing facilities, including of soil. 

 The SHC programme has also attracted global attention. India is assisting Nepal in setting up soil-

testing facilities and capacity building for integrated nutrient management and certified organic 

farming. 

 These also figure in India’s initiatives in South-South Cooperation focusing on African countries. 

 The Fertiliser (Control) Order 1985 has been amended from time to time to register new 

nutrient products and formulations. 

 With growing demand for organic produce, the FCO is now also incorporating bio-fertilisers, 

organic fertilisers and non-edible de-oiled cakes, in addition to chemical fertilisers. 

 The main sources of bio-fertilisers are microorganisms such nitrogen-fixing azotobacter, 

phosphate-solubilising bacteria and mycorrhizae fungi that promote uptake of nutrients by 

plants. 

Conclusion: 
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In a nutshell, the judicious application of fertilisers based on SHC prescription has multifold benefits 

in terms of improved soil health, safe food and mitigating climate change. Balanced use will also 

reflect in reduced water consumption, while at the same time protecting water bodies from run-off 

pollution. Farmer awareness about balanced fertilisation is being stepped up through the 

coordinated efforts of the departments of agriculture, cooperation & farmers’ welfare and fertilisers, 

besides the network of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research’s Krishi Vigyan Kendras. Farmer 

can, thus, be enabled to fulfill the mantra of ‘Swasth Dhara, Khet Hara’. 

Amidst the newly signed Bodo Agreement, there is a need to ensure that a Bodo 

solution does not create a non-Bodo problem. Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The Ministry of Home Affairs, Assam government and Bodo groups including the All Bodo Students’ 
Union and militant outfits signed an agreement on January 27, 2020. The article highlights the 
possible happenings thereafter. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must provide for a detailed analysis of the striking of the Bodo agreement and the 
threats that it possibly poses at the non-Bodo people of Assam and what needs to be done to address 
the issue. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start with the coming of the Bodo accord. 
Body: 
Explain briefly the details of the accord that was recently signed. The new deal offers more hope than 
the earlier accords. Some of the most powerful factions of the National Democratic Front of 
Bodoland that had stayed away from the earlier agreements of 1993 and 2003 accords are now on 
board. Significantly, the stakeholders have agreed that the updated political arrangements would 
remain confined to the realm of wider autonomy within the State of Assam. The stakeholders have 
given up the demand for separate statehood and Union Territory. Then move onto explain the 
concerns involved – Social-political contestation, Concerns among the hill tribes, possible Ripple 
effect of the Bodo pact etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that there is a need to ensure that a Bodo solution does not create a non-Bodo problem. 
 

Introduction: 

The Ministry of Home Affairs, Assam government and Bodo groups including the All Bodo Students’ 

Union and militant outfits signed an agreement on January 27, New Delhi’s third attempt at conflict 

resolution after the 1993 and 2003 accords.  The agreement involves clauses to redraw and rename 

the Bodoland Territorial Area District (BTAD) as the Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR), in Assam. 

BTAD is spread over four districts of Kokrajhar, Chirang, Baksa and Udalguri. The BTAD and other 

areas mentioned under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution have been exempted from the 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA), 2019. 

Body: 
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The new deal offers more hope than the earlier accords; some of the most potent factions of the 

National Democratic Front of Boroland that had stayed away from earlier agreements are now on 

board. The accord will successfully bring together leading stakeholders under one framework. It will 

further protect and popularise the unique culture of the Bodo people and will give them access to a 

wide range of development-oriented initiatives. 

        However, there are challenges posed by the accord: 

 The third peace accord with the Bodos threatens to intensify the sociopolitical contestation 

among groups in the State not just in the expanded area, which will be renamed as Bodoland 

Territorial Region, but also regions where the so-called Scheduled Hill Tribes reside in large 

numbers. 

 While greater contiguity of Bodo-populated areas would aid more efficient governance in the 

Sixth Schedule administrative unit, it has deepened insecurity among other groups such as Koch 

Rajbongshis, Adivasis and Muslims in the existing Bodoland Territorial Area Districts of 

Kokrajhar, Chirang, Baksa and Udalguri. 

 The agreement stipulates that Bodos living in the hill areas outside the BTAD will be conferred 

Scheduled Tribe (Hills) status, something that has not gone down well with tribes such as the 

Karbis. 

 Militant group Karbi Longri and North Cachar Hills Liberation Front (KLNLF), which signed a 

ceasefire with the Centre in 2009, has also opposed the move saying it would adversely impact 

the “identity of the Karbis”. 

 While political configurations at the State level will not be largely altered because of the 

measure in the five Assembly seats of the hill districts, elections to the local autonomous tribal 

councils in Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao, which also enjoy Sixth Schedule protections, could 

witness realignments. 

 The impending Naga peace accord, in the works in its latest iteration since 2015, could also spur 

a demand for territorial and administrative rights in the Naga territories of Manipur even as the 

dominant Meiteis of the valley push their own agenda of inclusion in the ST category. 

Conclusion: 

A peaceful accord like the Bodo agreement will set a precedent for the impending issues like Nagas, 

naxalism etc. This should be complemented with peace talks with the militant group, promoting 

economic development and ensuring rehabilitation of the insurgents to provide an efficient long-

term solution to the insurgency problems. 

Discuss the impact of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) on loan recovery and also 

suggest remedial measures for better implementation of the Code.(250 words) 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why this question: 
After the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) became law in May 2016, the ecosystem of corporate 
insolvency resolution process (CIRP) was put in place by the year-end. As of December 2019, the 
system had been in existence for three years. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss about the performance of IBC since its inception and Suggest remedial 
measures for better implementation of the Code. 
Directive: 
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Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain about the loan recoveries in the past and those of the present. 
Body: 
Quote facts and highlight how good have been the loan recoveries. Before the passing of IBC it took 
an average of 4.3 years to resolve insolvency and recovery rate was 25.9% as compared to developed 
countries where recovery rate was 72%. Discuss the salient features of the IBC. Highlight the positive 
impact of the code. The challenges involved; The Section 29A of the Code has debarred certain 
entities thus brought down competition in bidding thereby resulting into reduced recovery, Most of 
the cases before the NCLT have failed to adhere to strict timeline of 180 days resulting in losses for 
the creditors etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that need for quality resolution professionals, capacity building of NCLT in terms of creation 
of more benches and manpower. Moreover, once a resolution plan has been approved no objection 
should be entertained. The principal stakeholders in insolvencies such as NCLT, Resolution 
Professionals, and Committee of Creditors need to expedite resolution process. 
 

Introduction: 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 is considered as one of the biggest insolvency reforms in the 

economic history of India. This was enacted for reorganization and insolvency resolution of 

corporate persons, partnership firms and individuals in a time bound manner for maximization of 

the value of assets of such persons. 

Body: 

Key aspects of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code: 

 IBC proposes a paradigm shift from the existing ‘Debtor in possession’ to a ‘Creditor in control’ 

regime. 

 IBC aims at consolidating all existing insolvency related laws as well as amending multiple 

legislation including the Companies Act. 

 The code aims to resolve insolvencies in a strict time-bound manner – the evaluation and 

viability determination must be completed within 180 days. 

 Moratorium period of 180 days (extendable up to 270 days) for the Company. For startups and 

small companies the resolution time period is 90 days which can be extended by 45 days. 

 Introduce a qualified insolvency professional (IP) as intermediaries to oversee the Process 

 Establishment of Insolvency and Bankruptcy board as an independent body for the 

administration and governance of Insolvency & bankruptcy Law; and Information Utilities as a 

depository of financial information. 
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Impact of IBC, 2016 on loan recovery: 

 Due to the institution of IBC, we have seen that many business entities are paying up front 

before being declared insolvent. The success of the act lies in the fact that many cases have been 

resolved even before it was referred to NCLT. 

 4452 cases were dismissed at the pre-admission stage. Hence, it shows the effectiveness of IBC. 

 As of 31 December 2019, the 190 companies that had defaulted on loans yielded resolution 

plans with different degrees of realization. 

 Claims worth ₹3.52 trillion in total had been filed by financial creditors, primarily banks. Of this, 

around ₹1.52 trillion—43.1% of the claims under consideration—has been recovered. 

 This is much better than the rate of recovery before IBC was put in place. 

 Take the case of 2015-16: Of the total bad loans up for recovery worth ₹2.21 trillion, only 

₹22,768 crore, or 10.3% of the loans, was recovered. 

 This evidence suggests IBC has been a huge success compared to the earlier loan recovery 

process. 

 Till now, liquidation has been initiated against 780 firms, of which 40 have been closed in the 

process. The recovery rate for firms that were liquidated in October-December was 10.7%. If the 

biggest recovery is left out, the rate is close to nil. 

 The two biggest loan recoveries in the case of Bhushan Steel and Essar Steel India make up 

around 49.5% of the overall recovery. If these recoveries are left out, the total rate of recovery 

falls to 30.5%. Having said that, it is much better than what used to be the case before IBC was in 

existence. 

Challenges faced: 

 The number of such companies was 1,961 as of December 2019, up from 1,497 as of September. 

 What the data indicates is that the number of companies facing insolvency resolution is piling up 

at NCLT faster than it can dispose of them. This is the problem Debt Recovery Tribunals used to 

face earlier. 

Way forward: 

 There is need for setting up more tribunals in different parts of the country to handle the 

greater-than-expected volume of cases. 

 IBC must consider that there are distinct advantages if the existing management is allowed to 

keep running the company such as knowledge, information and expertise. 

 India is more concerned with the recovery of NPA, not with the running of units, thus the first 

priority is to save the banking system. 
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 Thus the banks also must push policy makers towards this move because they’re unlikely to get 

more if the case comes before the NCLT. 

 Proactive training/onboarding of judges, lawyers, and other intermediaries will be necessary for 

effective implementation of the code. 

 Technological infrastructure needs to be strengthened to avoid any kind of data loss and to 

maintain confidentiality. There is a requirement of enhanced IU infrastructure. 

Discuss the idea of Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA); in what way will it 

protect the rights of the consumer in the country? (250 words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 
Why this question: 
Last week, Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution Ram Vilas Paswan 
announced that a Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) will be established by the first week 
of April. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the coming of Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA); its scope and 
significance. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain what CCPA is. 
Body: 
Explain the following aspects – Definition, scope and significance of CCPA in the answer body in 
detail. The authority is being constituted under Section 10(1) of The Consumer Protection Act, 2019. 
The Act replaced The Consumer Protection Act, 1986, and seeks to widen its scope in addressing 
consumer concerns. The new Act recognizes offences such as providing false information regarding 
the quality or quantity of a good or service, and misleading advertisements. It also specifies action to 
be taken if goods and services are found “dangerous, hazardous or unsafe”. The CCPA, introduced in 
the new Act, aims to protect the rights of the consumer by cracking down on unfair trade practices, 
and false and misleading advertisements that are detrimental to the interests of the public and 
consumers. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting the significance of such a body in protecting the rights of the consumers. 
 

Introduction: 

Central Consumer Protection Authority is the authority is being constituted under Section 10(1) of 

The Consumer Protection Act, 2019. The Act replaced the Consumer Protection Act, 1986, and seeks 

to widen its scope in addressing consumer concerns. The new Act recognises offences such as 

providing false information regarding the quality or quantity of a good or service, and misleading 

advertisements. It also specifies action to be taken if goods and services are found “dangerous, 

hazardous or unsafe”. 

Body: 

CCPA and consumer rights: 
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 The CCPA, introduced in the new Act, aims to protect the rights of the consumer by cracking 

down on unfair trade practices, and false and misleading advertisements that are detrimental to 

the interests of the public and consumers. 

 The CCPA will have the powers to inquire or investigate into matters relating to violations of 

consumer rights or unfair trade practices suo motu, or on a complaint received, or on a direction 

from the central government. 

 Under Section 20 of The Consumer Protection Act, the proposed authority will have powers to 

recall goods or withdrawal of services that are “dangerous, hazardous or unsafe; pass an order 

for refund the prices of goods or services so recalled to purchasers of such goods or services; 

and discontinuation of practices which are unfair and prejudicial to consumer’s interest”. 

 Section 21 of the new Act defines the powers given to the CCPA to crack down on false or 

misleading advertisements. 

 According to these provisions, if the CCPA is satisfied after investigation that any advertisement 

is false or misleading and is harmful to the interest of any consumer, or is in contravention of 

consumer rights, the CCPA may issue directions to the trader, manufacturer, endorser, 

advertiser, or publisher to discontinue such an advertisement, or modify it in a manner specified 

by the authority, within a given time. 

 The authority may also impose a penalty up to Rs 10 lakh, with imprisonment up to two years, 

on the manufacturer or endorser of false and misleading advertisements. 

 The penalty may go up to Rs 50 lakh, with imprisonment up to five years, for every subsequent 

offence committed by the same manufacturer or endorser. 

 For search and seizure, the CCPA will have similar powers given under the provisions of The 

Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973. 

 The CCPA can file complaints of violation of consumer rights or unfair trade practices before the 

District Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission, State Consumer Disputes Redressal 

Commission, and the National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission. 

 It will issue safety notices to alert consumers against dangerous or hazardous or unsafe goods or 

services. 

Conclusion: 

India is likely to cross China’s population by 2024 and consumerism is growing fast. With the 

passage of the Consumer Protection Bill in Parliament, consumer rights are set to receive a massive 

boost. The new regulations put more responsibility on companies for misleading advertising and 

faulty products. In a global first, it also lays out penalties for celebrities endorsing or promoting false 

advertising and adulterated goods. The emergence of global supply chain, rise in global trade and 

rapid development of e-commerce have led to a new delivery system for goods and services and also 

provided new options and opportunities for consumers. 

What are Technical textiles? Discuss the Initiatives of Government in this direction with 

special focus on National Technical Textile Mission. (250 words) 
Reference: Times Of India 
Why this question: 
Recently the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved the setting up of a 
National Technical Textiles Mission at a total outlay of ₹1,480 Crore. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the concept of Technical textiles and the initiatives of the government in 
this direction with special emphasis on National Technical Textile Mission. 
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Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain what Technical textiles are. 
Body: 
Define technical textiles – Technical textiles are functional fabrics that have applications across 
various industries including automobiles, civil engineering and construction, agriculture, healthcare, 
industrial safety, personal protection etc. Explain how Technical Textiles is a high technology sunrise 
sector which is steadily gaining ground in India. State the efforts of the government in this direction – 
Schemes for Growth and Development of Technical Textiles (SGDTT), Technology Mission on 
Technical Textile (TMTT), Focus Incubation Centres etc. Then discuss the salient aspects of the 
recently launched National Technical Textile Mission, explain the key components, need and 
significance. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting the significance of technical textiles and their future. 
 

Introduction: 

Technical Textiles are defined as textile material and products manufactured primarily for their 

technical performance and functional properties rather than aesthetic and decorative 

characteristics. Technical textiles include textiles for automotive applications, medical textiles (e.g., 

implants), geotextiles (reinforcement of embankments), agrotextiles (textiles for crop protection), 

and protective clothing (e.g., heat and radiation protection for fire fighter clothing, molten metal 

protection for welders, stab protection and bulletproof vests, and spacesuits). 

Body: 
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 Initiatives of Government to promote technical textiles: 

1. The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved the setting up of 

a National Technical Textiles Mission at a total outlay of ₹1,480 Crore. The Mission will be 

implemented for four years from 2020-2021 and will have four components: 

1. The first component will focus on research and development and innovation and will have 

an outlay of ₹1,000 crore. The research will be at both, fibre level and application-based in geo, agro, 

medical, sports and mobile textiles and development of bio-degradable technical textiles. 

2. The second component will be for promotion and development of market for technical 

textiles. The Mission will aim at taking domestic market size to $40 billion to $50 billion by 2024. 

3. The third component will focus on export promotion so that technical textile exports from 

the country reach from the ₹14,000 crore now to ₹20,000 crore by 2021-2022 and ensure 10% 

average growth every year till the Mission ends. 

4. The last component will be on education, training and skill development. 

2. It aims to position the country as a global leader in technical textiles and increase the use of 

technical textiles in the domestic market. 

3. The Government has also created Special Economic Zones (SEZs), with the objective of 

attracting Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). There are 14 SEZs in the country that specifically focus on 

textiles. 

Conclusion: 

It is estimated at $16 billion which is approximately 6% of the $250 billion global technical textiles 

market. The penetration level of technical textiles in India varies between 5% and 10% against the 

level of 30% to 70% in developed countries. India continues to be the preferred destination for 
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textile manufacturing and provides a whole lot of advantages in the area of technical textiles. With 

growing awareness and consumption of technical textiles, greater innovation in the field and 

demand from end-use industries, the country is a promising destination with an increasing 

demographic dividend and consumption scenario. 

 

Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions 

and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable 

sections. 

Do you think privatization of health and education sectors in India can bring 

transformational shift in the current social indicators? Examine with suitable cases. (250 

words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
Recently, As a part of a radical ‘privatization project’, the Health Ministry and the NITI Aayog have 
developed a framework to let private hospitals run select services within district hospitals, on a 30-
year lease. Thus the context of the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the aspects of privatization of health and education sectors in India and in 
what way it can bring transformational shift in the current social indicators of the country. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the recent ideas proposed to privatize Health and education sectors in India. 
Body: 
Give a brief introduction about the status of health and education of Indians. Highlight the reasons 
for such a situation. If you think privatization is needed in these sectors to make transformational 
changes then argue supporting point’s otherwise present points opposing the move. Suggest suitable 
measures to be taken in this regard. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a futuristic way ahead. 
Introduction: 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman began her speech by saying that the Union Budget was “woven 

around three prominent themes” — aspirational India, economic development for all and building a 

caring society. Achieving any of these would require extraordinary efforts on the social sector front 

starting with allocating additional resources for health, education, nutrition, employment guarantee, 

and social security schemes. 

Status of health and education of India: 

Education in India: 
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1. Only 66% per cent of the Indian people are literate (76% of men and 54% of women). 

2. 36 crore (40 per cent) children in the age group of 6-14 years remained out of school as on 

March 2005, four years after the launch of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan. 

3. Half of India’s schools have a leaking roof or no water supply, 35% have no blackboard or 

furniture, and close to 90 per cent have no functioning toilets. 

Health in India: 

1. India accounts for more than 20% of global maternal and child deaths, and the highest 

maternal death toll in the world estimated at 138,000.1 

2. United Nations calculations show that India’s spending on public health provision, as a share 

of GDP is the 18th lowest in the world. 

3. Nearly 67% of the population in India do not have access to essential medicines. 

Need for privatization of health and education sectors: 

1. Health and education also did not see any significant increases in allocations this year. 

2. The BE for the much publicised Ayushman Bharat Yojana/Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 

stays at ₹6,400 crore, the same as last year (RE was 50% lower at ₹3,200 crore). 

3. The budget for the Prime Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nutrition, or POSHAN 

Abhiyaan, another flagship scheme of this government, sees a meagre increase of ₹300 crore (from 

₹3,400 crore to ₹3,700 crore). 

4. The funds allocated for the maternity entitlement scheme, Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana 

Yojana remains the same as last year — ₹2,500 crore. 

5. There is an overall increase of ₹5,000 crore-₹6000 crore each in the overall education and 

health budgets which are hardly sufficient to cover for inflation. 

6. Considering that all these sectors are grossly underfunded in the first place, there is not 

much hope of seeing anything different in terms of what ultimately reaches people. 

7. Highly inadequate spending and an acute paucity of trained manpower. 

8. Funds to address the various infrastructural and technological deficiencies are urgently 

needed. 

9. A privatised system can also provide better nursing and allied services. 

10. Public healthcare systems across rural and urban areas remain poorly monitored and 

inadequately standardised. 

11. To strengthen rural health care systems. 

Privatization of health and education sectors in India can bring transformational shift: 

Health sector: 

1. Attract private capital through equity and venture funds to build the required infrastructure 

to world class standards. 
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2. Private sector will bring best practices in government health care sector. 

3. Access to advanced technology in terms of equipment, accessibility, quality of service. 

4. Enhance the culture of professionalization in the government health care institutions. 

Education sector: 

1. Private schools give parents greater freedom of choice to get their children admitted. 

2. Many of the private schools have centuries of old traditions behind them and so they are a 

precious part of our national heritage and culture. They also often have excellent records of 

academic and sporting achievements. 

3. These schools benefit from establishing social contacts which will help them in later life. 

4. These schools have the freedom to use experimental methods of schooling. 

Negative impacts: 

1. Private providers will concentrate on better-off districts, leaving the poor and remote 

districts for the public sector to manage. 

2. This will further worsen inequity in access to health and education facilities. 

3. This will weaken the ability of public hospitals to attract and retain trained doctors and 

health workers. 

4. Private providers increase demands on reimbursements and fees 

5. This implies that public services are inherently inefficient. 

6. Handing over of public assets to for-profit companies represents an abdication of duty by 

the government. 

7. It can lead to even higher costs for the public to pay: Although the goal of the privatization 

of education is to lower the costs for each community, the opposite impact usually occurs. The only 

way it can be cheaper is if there are organizations already prepared to step in to take over the 

process. 

8. There can be a decline in the overall service quality: When the privatization of education 

occurs, then there can be a reduction in the quality of the services and classes that students receive 

when going to school. 

Conclusion: 

It is clear that the agenda of the present government for the social sector is for greater privatization 

and withdrawal of the state. This is reflected not just in the low allocations but also policy 

pronouncements such as introducing the public-private partnership model for medical colleges and 

district hospitals or the push. This would be a worrying direction in the current context. A balanced 

approach between public and private healthcare network remains vital for transforming the socio-

economic trajectory of India. 
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Should the Scheduled caste and scheduled tribes community have reservations in 

promotions? Critically examine. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The Supreme Court has recently ruled that quotas and reservations for promotions for government 
jobs are not a fundamental right. 
Key demand of the question: 
The student has to critically examine the need for reservations to the Scheduled caste and scheduled 
tribes community. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
One can start by explaining what the constitution has to say about the reservations. 
Body: 
Highlight the context of the question; comment on the recent ruling of the apex court. Discuss – 
Article 14 of the Constitution guarantees equality before law and equal protection of laws to 
everyone. Article 15(1) generally prohibits any discrimination against any citizen on the grounds of 
religion, caste, sex or place of birth. Similarly, Article 16(1) and 16(2) assure citizens equality of 
opportunity in employment or appointment to any government office. Explain the concerns posed by 
the apex court’s verdict. Present your arguments – for and against and conclude with a balanced 
opinion. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Unaccountability and caste slavery have completely crippled Dalits. They remain asset-
less, illiterate and socially isolated with overt residential segregation in rural areas, and subtly in 
urban areas. Therefore, the reservation policy is necessary as a safeguard against discrimination and 
to secure their fair share. 
 

Introduction: 

The Supreme Court has ruled that quotas and reservations for promotions for government jobs are 

not a fundamental right, setting aside an Uttarakhand High Court order of 2012. The top court has 

also said that States could not be forced to make such provisions without data showing imbalance in 

representation of certain communities in public service. 

Body: 
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Supreme Court’s ruling and the rationale behind it: 

 This Supreme Court order is significant because it underlines “a ‘meritorious’ candidate is not 

merely one who is ‘talented ‘or ‘successful’ but also one whose appointment fulfils the 

constitutional goals of uplifting members of the SCs and STs and ensuring a diverse and 

representative administration”. 

 Reservation in promotion in public posts cannot be claimed as a fundamental right. 

 Articles 16 (4) and 16 (4-A) of the Constitution does not confer individuals with a fundamental 

right to claim reservation in promotion. It only empowers the State to make a reservation in 

matters of appointment and promotion in favour of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled 

Tribes, only if in the opinion of the State they are not adequately represented in the services of 

the State. 

 State governments are not bound to make a reservation and have discretion in providing 

reservations. 

 The judgment also noted that even the courts could not issue a mandamus directing the States 

to provide reservation. 

However, there is a need for reservations in promotions: 

 According to a recent survey by academician Amit Thorat, up to 47% of respondents in the hill 

State admitted to practising untouchability. 

 More than half the forward caste people confessed to practising untouchability. 

 Further, nearly 68% Brahmins in rural and 77% Brahmins in urban areas of the State admitted to 

the practice. 

 With such widespread discrimination prevalent in the State, an honest response on 

representation from the Executive and administration is hard to expect. 

 Reminders of a massive backlog of posts under reservation have become a regular feature in all 

States. 

 The SCs suffer from low ownership of capital assets, illiteracy, and lack of access to civil rights. In 

2013, of the total wealth in the country, the share of SCs was only 5% in rural areas against their 

population share of almost 17%. 

 In urban areas, SCs own only 4% of total wealth: 6% land and 2.6% of buildings as against 45% of 

land and 76% of buildings by high caste, much in excess of their population share of about 21%. 

 Besides the massive backlog in government services, these are spheres where SCs are grossly 

under-represented. They are over-represented in wage labour, poverty and malnutrition. 
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 Findings of another primary survey in 2013 in rural India show that SC entrepreneurs in grocery, 

eatery, and transport services faced discrimination, with the high castes reluctant to avail of 

their goods and services. 

 Many SC farmers admit that they face discrimination in the buying of inputs and sale of outputs. 

 Unaccountability and caste slavery have completely crippled Dalits. They remain asset-less, 

illiterate and socially isolated with overt residential segregation in rural areas, and subtly in 

urban areas. 

 Therefore, the reservation policy is necessary as a safeguard against discrimination and to secure 

their fair share. 

Way forward: 

 A comprehensive piece of legislature that would deal with ambiguity related to reservation in 

promotions is needed. 

 The creamy layer of SC&ST community should take up the responsibility to help the backward 

section join the main-stream of the society, and work for their true development in a peaceful 

manner. 

 Improve the basic standards of the SC and ST. 

 Voluntary giving up of Reservation for the cause of poorer section of the group —E.g. Son of a 

Dalit doctor, Dalit Politician, Dalit Businessmen must give way the reserved space for the son of a 

Dalit landless labourer, or son of an urban wage earner. 

 India could learn from the experiences of Malaysian model of economic empowerment and 

South African policy for Blacks. 

 It is now for the court to decide for rooting out social and economic backwardness 

 The Act should try to rectify the current issues such as 

o Undefined parameters of efficiency. 

o Absence of transparency in evaluating backwardness and efficiency of STs/SCs 

o Presence of ambiguity regarding whole process of promotions in government services. 

Has the concept of Aadhaar succeeded as a ‘game changer’ for India’s leaky welfare 

regime? Analyse.  (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
At article presents a critical examination of Aadhaar as applied to the public delivery system more so 
to ensure efficient and effective welfare regime and how far has it been successful in doing so. 
Key demand of the question: 
Examine the outcomes of Aadhaar applied to the welfare delivery mechanisms in the country and to 
what extent they have been able to address the issue of leakages in the system. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Start by bringing out the recently published a new working paper in the National Bureau of Economic 
Research, which details findings from an extensive empirical study of the impact of Aadhaar in 
reducing leakages and accruing fiscal savings. 
Body: 
First state the rationale that the Aadhaar was postulated with. Explain how ideally the concept of 
Aadhaar aimed at improving welfare delivery efficiency. Highlight the challenges before it, why 
hasn’t it been successful in plugging the loopholes. Discuss the shortfalls existing with application of 
Aadhaar, take cues from the article and list them down. Suggest what needs to be done to ensure 
better utility of Aadhaar to welfare mechanism in the country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

Aadhaar is a 12-digit unique identity number that can be obtained voluntarily by residents or 

passport holders of India, based on their biometric and demographic data. The data is collected by 

the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI), a statutory authority established in January 

2009 by the government of India, under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology, following the provisions of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and 

other Subsidies, benefits and services) Act, 2016. 

Body: 

Aadhaar has curtailed leakages of government subsidies. Through Aadhaar, savings worth ₹90,000 

crores have accrued to the government– UIDAI’s2017-18 annual report. A new research paper, 

published in the National Bureau of Economic Research, details findings from an extensive empirical 

study of the impact of Aadhaar in reducing leakages and increasing fiscal savings. 

Findings of the study: 

1. The study concluded that Aadhaar-based biometric authentication had no measurable 

benefit. 

2. Aadhaar-based biometric authentication did not reduce leakages due to elimination of 

ghosts and duplicates, as widely perceived. 

3. Increase in transaction costs for beneficiary: On the other hand, they found that Aadhaar-

based biometric authentication increased transaction costs for beneficiaries. 

4. Increased cost: there was an 17% extra cost, that is, to claim ration worth ₹40, beneficiaries 

in the Aadhaar system incurred an additional ₹7 of costs than those in the old system, because of 

multiple trips to authenticate themselves and the opportunity cost of time spent. 

5. This is a whopping 17% extra cost burden of the value of the benefit they were entitled to 

receive. It denied ration to 10% of genuine beneficiaries and increased costs by 17% to those that 

were forced to get their ration using Aadhaar. 

6. To make matters worse, Aadhaar-based biometric authentication also introduced what 

empirical scientists call Type I error of exclusion. 

7. Aadhaar authentication falsely rejected genuine PDS beneficiaries who were then denied 

their ration supplies. 
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8. The study finds that nearly 10% of legitimate beneficiaries were denied their ration either 

because they did not have their Aadhaar linked to their ration card or due to an exclusion error 

Concerns with Aadhar: 

1. Only the widespread belief among the policy elite that ghost beneficiaries and duplicates 

were the challenges of India’s welfare delivery was reason enough for the law of Aadhaar to be 

enacted. 

2. A robust pilot project of scale to test the accurateness of the long-held belief was not carried 

out. 

3. Many recent studies now establish that ghost beneficiaries and duplicates are not a 

significant cause of leakages. 

4. A similar mistake was also committed with respect to the Goods and Services Tax (GST). 

5. Policy economists have always claimed that the previous system of a multitude of State 

taxes are a drag on inter-State commerce and called for the adoption of a nationwide Goods and 

Services Tax (GST). 

6. There was no empirical evidence to back the claim of the policymakers. 

7. Three years after the implementation of the GST, the promise of vastly improved inter-State 

trade and a two percentage point boost to GDP seem distant while States are hurting badly with sole 

dependence on the Centre for their taxes. 

Way forward: 

1. Inconsistencies need to be resolved for successful Aadhaar seeding. 

2. The transitional phase should be flexible 

3. It is essential to deal with issues of duplication, use less disruptive methods than Aadhaar 

such as food coupons, smart cards, and last-mile tracking. 

4. Using other technology to curb corruption like computerisation, SMS alerts, online 

availability of official records, toll-free help lines and so on. 
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Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Discuss whether the recurrent viral outbreaks can be termed as man-made disasters. 

Illustrate with the case of corona outbreak. (250 words) 
Reference: NCBI 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
Recently, a new virus belonging to the Coronavirus family (now named novel coronavirus 2019-nCoV) 
has claimed over 200 lives in China and the numbers infected have touched 10,000 confirmed cases. 
As the outbreak continues to spread outside China, the World Health Organization (WHO) has 
declared it a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (global emergency). 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss whether the recurrent viral outbreaks can be termed as man-made 
disasters and illustrate it with the recent onset of the Corona epidemic. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly state key facts such as the nation-wide disease surveillance programme and its assessment 
about such diseases in India. 
Body: 
Discuss what Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) is. With the case of novel 
coronavirus, explain the need to jack up the preparedness of the country for such disasters. Discuss 
the case of India with such viral outbreaks. Explain if such viral outbreaks can be owed to manmade 
reasons and can be categorized into man-made disasters. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting solutions to address such concerns. 
Introduction: 

A new virus belonging to the Coronavirus family, COVID-19 has been spreading rampantly across the 

globe. The World Health Organization (WHO) has recently declared it a pandemic, which has spread 

to more than 100 countries across the globe. 

Body: 

A Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) is a formal declaration by the World 

Health Organization (WHO) of “an extraordinary event which is determined to constitute a public 

health risk to other States through the international spread of disease and to potentially require a 

coordinated international response”, formulated when a situation arises that is “serious, sudden, 

unusual or unexpected”, which “carries implications for public health beyond the affected state’s 

national border” and “may require immediate international action” 

Recurrent viral outbreaks can be termed as man-made disasters: 

 Diseases that pass from animals to humans are called zoonotic diseases. They are rare. The chief 

concern with them is that since they are new to humans, the human body does not have any 

immunity to them. 
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 Of the over 30 new human pathogens detected over the last three decades, 75% originated in 

animals. 

 Coronavirus is one of them. It is believed to have originated in a seafood market in Wuhan that 

was involved in the illegal sale of wildlife. 

 According to WHO, wherever there is close mixing of humans and animals, especially the 

unregulated handling of blood and other body products, as happens for example in China’s 

animal markets, there are greater chances of transmission of a virus from animals to humans, 

and its mutation to adapt to the human body. 

COVID-19 has turned into a man-made disaster: 

 There is an acute shortage of epidemiologists, microbiologists and entomologists which 

translates into wasteful delays in diagnostics. 

 For China, the timing of the outbreak could not be worse. The Chinese Lunar New Year began on 

January 24 and normally, it marks a week-long holiday, marked by feasting and travel by large 

numbers to join their families for the celebrations. 

 Undoubtedly, this movement contributed to the rapid transmission of the disease across China 

and to many countries before the Chinese authorities cracked down. 

Way forward for India: 

 Given the growth potential of India’s biotech sector, it is time to put in place a robust public-

private partnership model that can transform the health services sector in the country, covering 

disease surveillance, diagnostic kit availability and accelerated vaccine development. 

 Infectious diseases including those of the zoonotic variety are on the rise in India. In addition, 

regions in India suffer from seasonal outbreaks of dengue, malaria and influenza strains. 

 In this context, the nation-wide disease surveillance programme needs to be strengthened in the 

country. 

 Given the growth potential of India’s biotech sector, it is time to put in place a robust public-

private partnership model that can transform the health services sector in the country, covering 

disease surveillance, diagnostic kit availability and accelerated vaccine development. 

Along with value-added administration, the education system needs a revamp to 

address India’s human capital crisis effectively. Deliberate.(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu Business Line 
Why this question: 
The article highlights the fact that Along with improved administration, the system needs an 
overhaul to address India’s human capital crisis effectively. Thus the context of the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the reasons that are necessitating an overhaul in the current education 
system of the country to address the human capital crisis. 
Directive: 
Deliberate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by 
citing relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the importance of a robust education system. 
Body: 
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Explain in detail the causes of concerns in the Indian system of education. Highlight the key issues 
ranging from quality of education, lack of qualified teachers, reach of schools, penetration etc. 
Discuss the role of administration and explain why it is important to focus on both the aspects – 
system and the administration. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest the means which are available that need to be adopted to overcome the challenges 
prevalent currently in the system and discuss solutions to address the same. 
Introduction: 

Our Indian Education system needs serious reforms and changes. India’s learning outcomes remain 

stubbornly low. Quality concerns around education in light of India’s human capital crisis, reflected 

in unemployment statistics. By 2020, the median age in India will be just 28, compared to 37 in China 

and the US, 45 in Western Europe, and 49 in Japan. But for us to reap the benefit of this 

demographic dividend we need to ensure that we see an overhaul in our education system. 

Body: 

Challenges in current education system: 

 Rote learning: The ideal choice of learning is memorizing facts. Here to judge the student’s 

talent has only one factor i.e. percentage in board examination. So, students just mug up and 

undeniably Indian education is spoon feeding. 

 Lack of hands on knowledge: There is no hands-on knowledge in our Education system. Our 

Education system mainly emphasizes on theoretical knowledge. Some basic theoretical 

knowledge is required however our Education system focuses more on the theoretical 

knowledge. 

 India’s education system continues to be centred on standardised and ambitious curricula, 

students grouped by age instead of learning levels, and high-stakes board examinations. 

 government schools have emerged organically without a coherent strategy, sometimes serving 

just a handful of students, causing a large, unwieldy school network. 

 The state’s capacity to manage such a system, however, is limited with inadequate frontline 

administration, information gaps, and large vacancies among faculty. 

 Apart from an elite few, the bulk of private schools are under-resourced and have little 

regulation of quality, safety, or outcomes. 

 Another major problem with the education sector lies with the higher education sector as we 

see the higher education structure in the country today, we are producing degree holders after 

degree holders. 

 Lack of skilling: The crisis in India is that a lot of graduates are getting produced, who are then 

either unable or are not skilled enough to enter the workforce. Thus, the primary challenge for 

India’s higher education sector is the skilling issue. 

 For instance, the 2030 Skills Scorecard by the Global Business Coalition for Education reinforces 

these concerns — in 2030, India will have the highest number of secondary school graduates in 

South Asia, but nearly half of them will lack the skills to enter the job-market. 

Measures needed: 

 Optimising for the number of schools is complemented with interventions directed at 

infrastructure improvements, adequate staffing of teachers, school leaders, and frontline 

officials, and developing the capacity of these staff. 

 A strong focus on ‘remediation’ to enable all students to achieve grade-level competency. 
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 In terms of administration, programmes must share some common elements: management 

information systems to improve review and monitoring; communications across all levels of 

government, leveraging technology such as video conferences and WhatsApp; and project 

management protocols at the State, district, and block levels. 

 Developing “model” secondary schools — one in every gram panchayat — with quality 

infrastructure and prioritised staffing as seen under the Rajasthan’s Adarsh programme. 

 A new policy which must capitalise on energised administrative apparatus to redefine the 

broader objectives of the education system. 

 This will require a fundamental reengineering of assessments mechanisms, a mass behavioural 

change to facilitate a shift in focus from high-stakes examinations, and new partnerships 

between stakeholders — parents, students, teachers, frontline administrators, and NGOs. 

 An “outcomes-focus” is undoubtedly critical, but should be underpinned by an overarching 

human capital strategy. 

 Technology has to be a primary part of the process. Technology allows us to adapt to teaching 

and assessment of entirely new skills that are very significant for the present century and that 

you cannot progress in a kind of traditional setting. 

Conclusion: 

Moving forward, India must extricate itself from this unstable equilibrium and view education within 

a larger human capital framework. In the upcoming decade, India’s education sector must focus on 

both scale and substance, addressing the learning problem at a system-wide level, while also 

recalibrating the raison d’etre of the education system itself. 

“The evolution of the widely practiced Unani system of medicine has been as a 

syncretic science”, under such pretext explain in what way practicing such systems of 

medicines can lead to sustainable and effective healthcare in the country. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The article highlights the significance of reviving and practicing the Unani system of medicine for 
sustainable and effective healthcare in the country. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the evolution of Unani healthcare system in the country and its significance. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain what Unani system of medicine is. 
Body: 
First highlight the fact that the traditional Indian system of medicine, which comprises of Ayurveda, 
Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, and Homeopathy (AYUSH), is a perennially neglected 
alternative medicine sector. It played an important role against the imperialistic British reign by the 
cultural nationalistic reassertion but is losing its significance in modern times. This article focuses on 
the challenges it faces and suggests measures for its revival. 
Discuss the evolution of Unani system of medicine as a syncretic science. Suggest how the medicinal 
system can aid in creating a sustainable and effective healthcare industry. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude by reasserting the significance of the medicinal system and suggest policy measures that 
need to be taken in this direction. 
Introduction: 

The Unani Medicinal system originated in Greece. Later the Arabs saved much of the Greek Unani 

Literature and rendered it into Arabic. A large body of preventive, promotive, therapeutic and 

palliative (lifestyle, medicinal and surgical) knowledge emerged. It reached India in the 11th century, 

receiving patronage since the 13th century from the Delhi sultanate to later Mughal rulers and 

nawabs. 

Body: 

Unani and sustainable healthcare in India: 

1. Unani remains alive in practice on the Indian subcontinent. 

2. Besides treatment of common ailments, Indianised Unani medicine is especially known for 

its contributions to the knowledge of toxicology, for effective cures in urological and skin diseases, 

among others. 

3. As reported in 2017, there are in India 264 hospitals, over 1,500 dispensaries, 201 colleges 

and almost 50,000 registered Unani practitioners. 

4. The Traditional Knowledge Digital Library set up by Centre in 2001 includes 98,700 Unani 

formulations. 

5. Important to recognise is the value of the scientific approach of Unani that is diagnostic, 

prognostic and holistic, with a stated syncretic developmental approach. 

6. Unani demonstrated a scientific humility by retaining the name that acknowledges its roots 

Way forward: 

1. Admitting undergraduate students immediately after school for a Pre-Tibb curriculum of 

two-years and then a four-and-a-half-year curriculum of Unani medicine and surgery. 

2. Research including “research on the fundamental principles and basic theories of Unani 

system of medicine, such as temperament, the humoral theory and Tabiat Mudabra-Badan (natural 

healing powers). 

3. Providing rights, status and privileges for Unani practitioners equal to their Allopathic 

counterparts 

Conclusion: 

Decolonising healthcare with confidence in fundamental principles of AYUSH systems and openness 

to syncretic adaptations based on sound logic and research has lessons for sustainable and effective 

healthcare. 

India is often labeled as the ‘pharmacy of the world’, But with reliance on API imports 

from China running to well over 60% for most drugs, India’s claim to be a world leader 

in pharmaceuticals is heavily compromised. Analyse what should India do to overcome 

such dependencies and maintain its position in the pharma industry.(250 words) 
Reference: Economic Times 
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Why this question: 
The article brings out a detailed analysis of how the novel coronavirus pandemic in China, with its 
epicenter in Wuhan, capital of Hubei province, threatens to starve India’s pharma industry of key 
inputs. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the probable dependency that India has on China for its Pharma industry 
and in what way India needs to strengthen its capabilities and reduce dependencies to maintain its 
position in the world Pharma market. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the context of the question. 
Body: 
Highlight how far India is doing well in the pharma markets of the world. Explain why India is called – 
‘pharmacy of the world’. Discuss the dependency of India for APIs from China. 
Suggest what needs to be done?- The way ahead is to set up an enabling environment for mega bulk 
drugs parks in the cluster approach, so as to reap economies of scale and scope in the public private 
partnership mode. The Draft Pharmaceutical Policy 2017 needs to be operationalized without further 
delay and dither, with focused policy attention for stepped-up output of cost-competitive API. The 
Indian pharma industry was quite self-reliant in most APIs well into the 1990s. But rigidities in the 
Drug Price Control Order (DPCO) of circa 1995 did lead many producers to opt out of the API 
segment. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

India is the largest provider of generic drugs globally. Indian pharmaceutical sector industry supplies 

over 50 per cent of global demand for various vaccines. The novel coronavirus pandemic in China, 

with its epicentre in Wuhan, capital of Hubei province, threatens to starve India’s pharma industry of 

key inputs. India is massively dependent on imports of active pharmaceutical ingredients (API), the 

bulk drugs that give medicines their therapeutic value, largely from 30-40 units in Hubei. 

Body: 

The Department of pharmaceuticals has charted out a plan to boost domestic local manufacturing of 

Active Pharmaceutical ingredients(API) in order to reduce its import dependence on China. The plan 

includes: 

1. Development of clusters. 

2. Incentives to promote indigenous manufacturing. 

3. Strengthen regulatory mechanism. 

4. Higher fee structure to reduce import. 

5. Single window clearance for setting up manufacturing plant. 

Other measures needed: 
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1. India’s strong innovation capabilities aided partnerships would help in overcoming these 

problems. 

2. Developing our R&D sector to reduce dependency on foreign countries for raw materials 

3. The introduction of pharmaceutical product patents and the mandatory implementation of 

good manufacturing practices is the need of the hour. 

4. It is necessary for the Indian pharmaceutical industry to become globally competitive 

through world-class manufacturing capabilities, with improved quality and a higher efficiency of 

production, and there is a need to stress on the up-gradation of R&D capabilities. 

5. Training and development of human resources for the pharmaceutical industry and drug 

research and development should be done accordingly; 

6. There is also a need to promote public-private partnership for the development of the 

pharmaceuticals industry; promote environmentally sustainable development of the pharmaceutical 

industry; and enable the availability, accessibility, and affordability of drugs. 

7. Improvement in industrial practices to provide better training and support services for 

employees to perform their job functions. 

8. A drugs price index would surely make sense. 

9. Using multilateral organization like WTO against the illegal trade practices. 

10. Funding for the pharma companies might be a way to move forward. 

11. IPR Think Tank formed by the Government to draft stronger national IP policies. 

Way forward: 

1. In 2015, the ‘Katoch committee’ put out a set of recommendations on reviving API 

production, which include reviving PSUs for manufacturing critical drugs such as penicillin and 

paracetamol. 

2. The setting up of mega parks with common effluent treatment plants, testing facilities and 

captive power plants has been mooted. 

3. On the financial side, the panel has suggested setting up a professionally managed equity 

fund for producing APIs and duty exemptions for capital goods imports. 

4. These facilities can have developed to world class standards, restoring the recent damage to 

India’s reputation on the quality front. 

Discuss the Key components of the Delhi model of education. Explain how it has 

successfully tried to bridge the gaps between the education for masses and that for the 

classes. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The author writes in detail about the Delhi model of education. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the significant features of such a model and explain in what way it has 
bridged the gap between education for masses and education for classes to some extent. 
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Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by highlighting the significance of education in general. 
Body: 
Discuss the key features of Delhi model of education. Explain the fact that the Delhi government 
believes that quality education is a necessity, not a luxury. Discuss the five major components of the 
model – transformation of school infrastructure, training of teachers and principals, Engaging with 
the community by reconstituting school management committees (SMC), major curricular reforms in 
teaching learning, and no fee increase in private schools. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting the significance of such a model and need for the country to follow such 
models in the education sector. 
Introduction: 

The Delhi model of education has caught the attention of people in Delhi and beyond, in the last five 

years. It built a model which essentially has five major components and is supported by nearly 25% 

of the State Budget. The validation of this model now creates a pathway for the next set of reforms. 

For too long, there have been two kinds of education models in the country: one for the classes and 

another for the masses. The government in Delhi sought to bridge this gap. Its approach stems from 

the belief that quality education is a necessity, not a luxury. 

Body: 
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Key components of the Delhi model of Education: 

1. The first component of the education model is the Transformation of school infrastructure: 

1. Dilapidated school buildings that lack basic facilities not only indicate the apathy of the 

government, but also significantly lower the motivation of teachers and the enthusiasm of students. 

2. The government sought to change this by building new, aesthetically designed classrooms 

equipped with furniture, smart boards, staff rooms, auditoriums, laboratories, libraries, sports 

facilities and so on. 

2. The second component is the training of teachers and principals: 

0. Apart from the fact that a forum was created to encourage peer learning among 

them, several opportunities were given to teachers for their professional growth. 

1. They visited Cambridge University; the National Institute of Education, Singapore; 

IIM Ahmedabad; and other models of excellence in India. 

2. The exposure to new pedagogy and leadership training enabled Delhi to gradually 

move away from a uniform training model for all to learning from the best practices 

in India and abroad. 

3. The third component involved engaging with the community by Reconstituting school 

management committees (SMC): 

0. The annual budget of each SMC is Rs.5-7 lakh. The SMCs can spend this money on 

any material or activity, such as even hiring teachers on a short-term basis. 

1. Regular dialogue between teachers and parents was initiated through mega parent-

teacher meetings. 

2. Guidelines are provided on how to engage with parents. Invitations for meetings are 

sent through FM radio, newspaper advertisements, etc. 

4. Four, there have been major curricular reforms in teaching learning: 

0. In 2016, the government noted that there was a nearly 50% failure rate in Class 9 

and admitted that the poor foundational skills of children could be the reason for it. 

1. Special initiatives to ensure that all children learn to read, write and do basic 

mathematics was launched and made part of regular teaching learning activities in 

schools. 

2. Similarly, a ‘happiness curriculum’ was introduced for all children between nursery 

and Class 8 for their emotional well-being. 

3. Further, an ‘entrepreneurship mindset curriculum’ was introduced to develop the 

problem-solving and critical thinking abilities of children in Classes 9 to 12. 

4. Apart from these new curricular initiatives, the focus on existing subjects too 

ensured better performance in Board examinations by Classes 10 and 12. 

5. Fifth, there was no fee increase in private schools: 
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0. While the first four components impacted nearly 34% of children in Delhi’s 

government schools, arbitrary fee hikes earlier impacted about 40% children who go 

to private schools. 

1. In the past, almost all the schools increased their fee 8-15% annually. 

2. The government not only ensured the refund of about Rs.32 crore to parents which 

was excessively charged by private schools, it also ensured that any fee hike 

proposal was examined by authorised chartered accountants. 

3. Thus, for two years no school was allowed to raise its fee. 

Way forward: 

1. Going forward, there will be three key areas of reform apart from consolidating the gains of 

the past. 

2. First, the syllabus of Classes 1 to 8 will be reviewed to emphasise foundational learning 

skills, the ‘happiness curriculum’ and the ‘deshbhakti’ curriculum. 

3. Thus, apart from ensuring that all children can fluently read, write and do mathematics, the 

focus will be to build emotional resilience in children and ensure that they internalise our core 

constitutional values by the time they complete eight years of schooling. 

4. Apart from that, early childhood care and education will be deepened further through 

Anganwadis. There will also be nurseries in all government schools. 

5. Second, a Delhi Education Board will be set up to promote learning that encourages critical 

thinking, problem solving and application of knowledge among children. 

6. This will prepare them to tackle the challenges of the 21st century with an entrepreneurial 

mindset. 

7. Additionally, for those who have graduated from Delhi schools in the recent past, 

programmes like spoken English, soft skills and so on will be initiated to raise their employability 

opportunities. 

8. Third, specialised schools will be created in each of the 29 zones of Delhi to nurture the 

aptitude and talent of children in the areas of science and technology, literature and language, visual 

and performing arts, and sports. 

9. Now that Delhi has decisively acknowledged education as a top agenda of governance, the 

natural expectation from the government would be to ensure that all children get education that 

passes the test of quality, opportunity and equity. 

Do you consider that the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Bill doesn’t do enough to 

safeguard women’s choices and interests in the country? Critically analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The article discusses in detail in what way The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Bill doesn’t do 
enough to secure women’s choices and interests. 
Key demand of the question: 
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The answer must discuss the features of the bill and bring out the lacunae present in it. Suggest way 
forward as to what needs to be done to overcome the issue. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the context of the question. 
Body: 
Point out the key changes in the Bill from the previous version of it. Discuss the issues with the law – 
at all stages of the pregnancy, the healthcare providers, rather than the women seeking abortion, 
have the final say on whether the abortion can be carried out. The MTP Act embodies a clear 
prejudice against unmarried women, due to advancements in science, foetal abnormalities can now 
be detected even after 20 weeks. However, the MTP Act presently allows abortion post 20 weeks only 
where it is necessary to save the life of the mother. etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting what needs to be done and in what way the Bill needs to be modified to 
address the real problem and ensure women have their rights in place. 
Introduction: 

The Union Cabinet recently approved the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) (Amendment) 

Bill, 2020 which seeks to extend the termination of pregnancy period from 20 weeks to 24 weeks, 

making it easier for women to safely and legally terminate an unwanted pregnancy. 

Body: 

Key highlights of the bill: 

1. Among others, amendments seek to increase the upper limit for termination of a pregnancy 

from 20 weeks to 24 weeks. 

2. It also seeks to extend the contraceptive-failure clause for termination to include “any 

woman or her partner” from the present provision for “only married woman or her husband”. 

3. The draft Bill proposes requirement of opinion of one registered medical practitioner (RMP) 

for termination of pregnancy up to 20 weeks of gestation. 

4. It also provides for the requirement of opinion of two RMPs for termination of pregnancy of 

20 to 24 weeks. 

5. The Bill also seeks to increase the upper gestation limit from 20 to 24 weeks for survivors of 

rape, victims of incest and other vulnerable women. 

6. For unmarried women, the Bill seeks to relax the contraceptive-failure condition for “any 

woman or her partner” from the present provision for “only married woman or her husband”, 

allowing them to medically terminate the pregnancy. 

Rationale behind the amendments: 

1. The government reasoned that the extension is significant because some women realise the 

need for an abortion after the first 20 weeks of pregnancy. 
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2. Usually, the foetal anomaly scan is done during the 20th-21st week of pregnancy. 

3. If there is a delay in doing this scan, and it reveals a lethal anomaly in the foetus, 20 weeks is 

limiting. 

4. The extension of limit would ease the process for the distressed pregnant women, allowing 

the mainstream system itself to take care of them, delivering quality medical attention. 

Significance: 

1. The move to amend the MTP Act, 1971 is a progressive step towards empowerment of 

women. 

2. It will provide greater reproductive rights to women as abortion is considered an important 

aspect of the reproductive health of women. 

3. Deaths and injuries from unsafe abortions are largely preventable provided services are 

performed legally by trained practitioners. 

4. Raising the upper limit of legal abortions from 20 weeks to 24 weeks for “special categories 

of women”, including rape and incest survivors, other vulnerable women, and children. 

5. It will completely removing the upper gestation limit for abortion in the cases of substantial 

foetal abnormalities will help many more seek safe and legal abortion services. 

6. Allowing all women, and not just married ones, to legally seek abortions, and striking out the 

need for the opinion of a second registered practitioner for aborting pregnancies up to 20 weeks 

However, challenges still persist: 

1. The preference for a male child keeps sex determination centres in business in spite of their 

illegal status. There are concerns that a more liberal abortion law can aggravate this state-of-affairs. 

2. A key aspect of the legality governing abortions has always been the ‘viability’ of the foetus. 

Viability implies the period from which a foetus is capable of living outside the womb. 

3. Currently, viability is usually placed at about seven months (28 weeks) but may occur earlier, 

even at 24 weeks. Thus, late termination of pregnancy may get in conflict with the viability of the 

foetus. 

4. Only 22% of 15.6 million abortions happen in healthcare facilities, there is no record of the 

others. We need far more providers at the lower levels of healthcare delivery to ensure safe 

abortion services reach more women. 

5. A study of 1,007 women of ages 15-24 years in Assam and Madhya Pradesh in November 

2018 found only 20% young women know about modern contraceptive methods, and 22% are aware 

that abortion is legal in India. None of the women surveyed were aware of the correct legal 

gestation of 20 weeks 

6. According to 2017 data, 59 countries allowed elective abortions, of which only seven 

permitted the procedure after 20 weeks like Canada, China, the Netherlands, North Korea, 

Singapore, the United States, and Vietnam. 

Way forward: 
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1. The government needs to ensure that all norms and standardised protocols in clinical 

practice to facilitate abortions are followed in health care institutions across the country. 

2. Since everything rests on the delivery, stopping short would undoubtedly make this 

progressive order a mere half measure. 

3. With an estimated 90% of women seeking before 12 weeks gestation, training village-level 

healthworkers (auxiliary nurse midwives) and nurses to prescribe simple abortion pills will help take 

safe services to the doorsteps of vulnerable women and, in case of complications, lead to timely 

referrals. 

4. This gap in services can be addressed in the new rules that will be framed when the 

amended act is passed. 

5. Instead of denying services to women because of the apprehension of untrained 

practitioners profiteering, the government should focus on regulating the healthcare sector to 

ensure basic quality services, such as contraception, safe delivery and abortion, are available for the 

asking. 

 

Issues relating to poverty and hunger. 

What are Orphan diseases? Discuss the challenges involved in the treatment of such 

diseases. Explain in the context of India whether the State should be responsible for 

such treatments.(250 words) 
Reference: Hindustan Times 

Introduction: 

A rare disease, also referred to as an orphan disease, is any disease that affects a small percentage 

of the population. Most rare diseases are genetic, and are present throughout a person’s entire life, 

even if symptoms do not immediately appear. In Europe a disease or disorder is defined as rare 

when it affects less than 1 in 2000 citizens. 

Characteristics: 

1. Rare diseases are characterised by a wide diversity of symptoms and signs that vary not only 

from disease to disease but also from patient to patient suffering from the same disease. Relatively 

common symptoms can hide underlying rare diseases, leading to misdiagnosis. 

2. The most common rare diseases recorded in India are Haemophilia, Thalassemia, sickle-cell 

anaemia and primary immuno deficiency in children, auto-immune diseases, Lysosomal storage 

disorders such as Pompe disease, Hirschsprung disease, Gaucher’s disease, Cystic Fibrosis, 

Hemangiomas and certain forms of muscular dystrophies. 

Challenges involved in the treatment of such diseases 

1. Rare diseases pose a significant challenge to health care systems because of the difficulty in 

collecting epidemiological data, which in turn impedes the process of arriving at a disease burden, 

calculating cost estimations and making correct and timely diagnoses, among other problems. 
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2. Many cases of rare diseases may be serious, chronic and life-threatening. In some cases, the 

affected individuals, mostly children, may also suffer from some form of a handicap. 

3. As per the 2017 report, over 50 per cent of new cases are reported in children and these 

diseases are responsible for 35 per cent of deaths in those below the age of one, 10 per cent of 

deaths between the ages of one and five, and 12 per cent between five and 15. 

4. Pharmaceutical companies don’t have satisfactory commercial incentives to develop 

treatments because the small number of patients does not present an opportunity to recoup their 

research and development costs 

5. For this reason, where treatments have been developed, the price of the treatments is 

astronomical. 

6. For instance, for the treatment of Gaucher’s Disease, only three companies in the world 

manufacture lifesaving enzyme-replacement therapy, which costs anywhere between ~7 lakh to ~10 

lakh per dose, with each patient requiring a dose every one or two months. The treatment is lifelong, 

and the inability to receive it could mean death. 

State should be responsible for such treatments: 

1. State has responsibility for providing affordable, accessible and reliable health-care services 

to every citizen. In fact constitution also mentions importance of health-care services under articles 

like 21, 38 and 47 and thus state cannot evade this responsibility under the pretext of non-

justifiability of articles. 

2. Given the low volumes at which the drugs needed to treat such diseases would be 

consumed, pharmaceutical companies have little commercial incentive to produce them. Thus, a 

nationwide policy on orphan drugs could incentivize these players. 

3. Even if pharmaceutical companies are incentivized to develop drugs to treat rare diseases, 

pharmaceutical companies remain beholden to the laws of economics and, given the low demand 

for orphan drugs, price these drugs as high as they choose to. Hence there has to be regulation of 

the government in restricting the exorbitant prices of the drugs. 

4. Although proportion of rare diseases is much less than the other diseases, it does not reduce 

the importance of the life of person affected by rare diseases. Thus national policy would remove 

this adverse distinction and would make government committed equally to all people. 

5. Over the past few years, this agonising decision, the one between life and death, has 

entered courtrooms in India. In the case of Mohd Ahmed v. Union of India & Ors, the Delhi High 

Court held that the right to life under Article 21 of the Constitution includes the right to health, and 

“because someone is poor, the State cannot allow him to die”. 

6. The court found a breach of the patient’s constitutional rights and ordered delivery of State-

sponsored treatment. Similar cases are pending a final decision in Karnataka and Kerala. 

7. More recently, the Delhi High Court revisited the issue, in cases filed by patients suffering 

from rare diseases, against the Employees State Insurance Corporation (ESIC). 

8. The HC ruled that the administrative circulars seeking to exclude genetic diseases were 

issued by the ESIC in a manner contrary to the ESIC Act. Once again, patients received treatment 

through court orders. 
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9. The Supreme Court (SC) has long held that Article 21 imposes an obligation on the State to 

preserve life. In the cases of Parmanand Katara v. Union of India and Paschim Bangal Khet Mazdoor 

Samity v. State of West Bengal, the SC emphasised the fact that providing adequate medical facilities 

for people is an essential part of the obligations undertaken by the government of a welfare State. 

Government efforts: 

1. Government has announced a ‘one-time financial assistance’ for Rare diseases. The standing 

finance committee has approved a proposal for adding a sub-component under the umbrella 

scheme of Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi (RAN) for provision of one-time financial assistance to those below 

threshold poverty line for specified rare diseases which require one-time treatment. 

2. National Policy for the treatment of 450 ‘Rare Diseases’ 

3. The Centre first prepared such a policy in 2017 and appointed a committee in 2018 to review 

it. 

4. It was created on the direction of the Delhi High Court to the Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare. 

5. This was in response to writ petitions for free treatment of such diseases, due to their 

“prohibitively” high cost of treatment. 

6. Hence, a policy was deemed necessary to devise a “multipronged” and “multisectoral” 

approach to build India’s capacity for tackling such ailments. 

Conclusion: 

It is likely that the draft policy, if finalized in its current form, will find itself the subject of legal 

challenge. It is also likely that it will once again fall to the courts to make the agonising decisions that 

have come to be associated with the rarest of the rare diseases.  Overall, although having a rare 

disease poses various challenges, the resilience and creativity of the patient and governmental, 

scientific, and commercial stakeholders have created powerful offsetting mechanisms by which care 

has been made available and research toward cures has advanced. 

“Corruption deepens inequalities and increases poverty and obstructs the growth 

prospects of the nation. “Comment. (250 words) 
Reference: PIB 
Why this question: 
In a speech, Sri M Venkaiah Naidu said that corruption is biggest hurdle to inclusive growth and 
called upon the youth to support those who are fighting to eradicate the malice of corruption from 
the country. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must discuss the effects of corruption on the society in terms of deepening inequality, increasing 
poverty and ill effects on growth prospects. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by defining corruption in general. 
Body: 
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Explain briefly the root causes of corruption in the country, the different forms in which it manifests. 
Explain how corruption acts as a biggest hurdle to inclusive growth, leads to inequalities and 
increases poverty. Discuss efforts being made by the government in this direction. Suggest solutions 
to address the issue. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

Corruption is an insidious plague that has a wide range of corrosive effects on societies. It 

undermines rule of law, leads to violations of human rights and allows organized crime to flourish. 

Corruption in India is not limited to collusive high-level scams. Petty corruption, which affects the 

delivery of basic services and rights to people, is rampant. 

Body: 

Corruption in India: 

1. According to the Transparency International’s Corruption Perception Index, India is ranked 

76 out of 167 nations 

2. India’s ranking increased from 81st in 2017 to 78 in 2018. India had slid from 79th rank in 

2016. 

3. The annual Kroll Global Fraud Report notes that India has among the highest national 

incidences of corruption (25%). 

4. The same study also notes that India reports the highest proportion reporting procurement 

fraud (77%) as well as corruption and bribery (73%). 

Impacts of corruption: 

1. Corruption impacts societies in a multitude of ways. In the worst cases, it costs lives. Short of 

this, it costs people their freedom, health or money. The cost of corruption can be divided into four 

main categories: political, economic, social and environmental. 

2. On the political front, corruption is a major obstacle to democracy and the rule of law. In a 

democratic system, offices and institutions lose their legitimacy when they’re misused for private 

advantage. This is harmful in established democracies, but even more so in newly emerging ones. It 

is extremely challenging to develop accountable political leadership in a corrupt climate. 

3. Economically, corruption depletes national wealth. Corrupt politicians invest scarce public 

resources in projects that will line their pockets rather than benefit communities, and prioritise high-

profile projects such as dams, power plants, pipelines and refineries over less spectacular but more 

urgent infrastructure projects such as schools, hospitals and roads. Corruption also hinders the 

development of fair market structures and distorts competition, which in turn deters investment. 

4. Corruption corrodes the social fabric of society. It undermines people’s trust in the political 

system, in its institutions and its leadership. A distrustful or apathetic public can then become yet 

another hurdle to challenging corruption. This especially impacts the poor and marginalized, who are 

most dependent on public provisioning of rations, pensions, health, and education. Serious cases of 

several big corruptions have surfaced in the last five years, including banking frauds and the Rafale 
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deal. The popular sentiment that helped the incumbent Government in the 2014 general election 

was resentment against corruption in public life. 

5. Environmental degradation is another consequence of corrupt systems. The lack of, or non-

enforcement of, environmental regulations and legislation means that precious natural resources 

are carelessly exploited, and entire ecological systems are ravaged. From mining, to logging, to 

carbon offsets, companies across the globe continue to pay bribes in return for unrestricted 

destruction 

Measures needed: 

1. Legislation for an effective mechanism to hold officials accountable was introduced in 

Parliament in the form of a Grievance Redress Bill in 2011. Unfortunately, it lapsed with the 

dissolution of the Lok Sabha in 2014 and needed to be reintroduced. 

2. Mere enacting anti-corruption laws are not enough. There must be a strong agency to 

implement those Acts effectively and prevent corruption in public life. 

3. The collective effort of the legislature along with a proactive approach taken by the judiciary 

may be very helpful in bringing some positive results in the context of prevention of corruption. 

4. It is the need of the hour to bring Central Bureau of investigation and other Central and 

State investigation agencies out of control of the government so that a fair investigation may be 

brought out and the culprit may be punished as per the provisions of law. 

5. There should be a comprehensive package to fight against corruption. The government must 

strengthen existing laws like whistle blower protection act, lokpal act etc. 

6. The government should also address the regulatory concerns in Competition act, the 

companies act, income tax etc. 

7. Government must ensure citizen participation and transparency in decision making to 

eradicate corruption. 

8. There should be an equal focus on judicial reform and police reform to create deterrence. 

 

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens 

charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures. 

The auditing profession plays a vital role in maintaining the integrity of the Indian 

capital markets, but recent audit failures are renewing doubts about whether the 

country’s largest accounting firms are truly serving the public interest. Critically 

examine and suggest measures to overcome the challenges.(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 

Introduction: 
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The word “audit” is derived from the Latin word “audire”, which means to hear. In the process of an 

audit, fraud risk will be one of several risks that are evaluated. In 1986, in the case of Kingston 

Cotton Mills Company, it was stated that the auditor is a watchdog, not a blood hound. His 

responsibility is to find the true and fair value of the business and provide details of errors and fraud. 

The duty of an auditor is not to harm. The remedial action has to come from the owner of the entity 

in question. 

Issues with the functioning auditing/accounting firms: 

1. Recent scams in various large entities have displayed the inability of auditors to report fraud 

to the owner/shareholders. 

2. In most of the cases, the magnitude of the fraud is in the thousands of crores. 

3. In the NSEL scam, a default to the tune of Rs 5,600 crore exists. 

4. Around 13,000 trading clients were affected and their money was stuck for more than six 

years. 

5. The failure of the auditor to detect the fraud and report it is the main cause for these losses. 

6. The auditors, Shravan Jalan and Amit Kabra have been arrested six years after the fraud was 

committed. 

7. More recently, in the IL&FS case, lenders and shareholders lost about Rs 3 lakh crore. In the 

PMC bank scam more than Rs 4,300 crore worth of loans were extended to HDIL through bogus 

accounts 

8. The auditors could not detect or detected but did not report — fraud committed in earlier 

years. The PMC scam is a painful incident as middle-class people lost their hard earned money and 

retirement funds deposited with the bank. 

9. About 10 people died/committed suicide as they lost their life savings. All the auditors of the 

bank have been arrested. 

10. But there are number of companies where the market capitalization lost is much less, in 

lakhs of rupees. No auditors were arrested in most of these cases. Then there are frauds committed 

in the nationalized banks and not reported in time by the auditor. For such scams, the onus is on RBI 

auditors as well. 

11. The ICAI has failed completely in controlling the misconduct of its members. Some elements 

involved in misconduct and fraud are ruining the ICAI’s reputation. 

12. Some elements involved in misconduct and fraud are ruining the ICAI’s reputation. 

13. Arresting the auditor is only part of the remedy. For the depositors, this will not help recover 

their lost money. 

Efforts to strengthen the institutions: 

1. SEBI recently issued a circular to discourage the auditor from resigning midway through an 

audit, instead of reporting the lapses. 

2. There is a government plan to revise the company auditor regulation order 2016 (CARO 

2016). 
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3. There are various steps being taken to improve the reporting, especially about the use of 

borrowed funds and to report on critical financial ratios. 

4. The Institute of Chartered Accountants (ICAI) has its own disciplinary committee and the 

power of a civil court to try professional misconduct. 

5. The National Financial Reporting Authority (NERA) has largely taken over the powers of ICAI 

to regulate auditors. 

6. It will make stricter rules for the audit firms, increasing compliance and reporting. 

Way forward: 

1. Watchdogs should force the largest audit firms to produce their own publicly available 

audited financial statements. This would boost transparency and help regulators and the public to 

monitor their activities 

2. Regulators should at the same time tighten the independence and conflict of interest rules 

to prevent cross-marketing and anti-competitive behaviour. 

3. Policymakers should insure that audit regulators are independent of the profession to avoid 

the growing threat of regulatory capture. 

4. The watchdogs should also focus their inspection and enforcement attention on the largest 

firms and require them to act more quickly to repair defects. 

5. Regulators could create the equivalent of a Hippocratic Oath that would require all auditors, 

including firm leaders, to attest that the investing public, not company managers, are their primary 

clients. 

6. Auditors should also be required to reaffirm that they have a duty to assess whether a 

company will struggle to stay afloat in the coming year, and tell the public if they have concerns. 

Conclusion: 

The government should think of a better alternative to the ICAI and SEBI. There should be an entirely 

new regulatory body to protect against frauds of the sort we have been discussing. It is well said that 

prevention is better than cure. There is no use of crying over spilt milk. In the current system, actions 

are often taken after the investors suffer huge losses. It’s time to think about preventive measures. 

 

India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Discuss the indispensability of a strong relation between India and Sri Lanka. (250 

words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The question is in the backdrop of Sri Lankan Prime Minister’s official visit to India. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the indispensability of a strong relation between India and Sri Lanka despite 
odds and the strains that the two countries faced in the past. 
Directive: 
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Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the background of relationship between the two countries. 
Body: 
Trace the relationship over a timeline from past to present. Discuss the avenues that the two 
countries have for each other, where they can manifest a strong bilateral relationship. Explain the 
challenges involved. Suggest what steps are being taken by the government of India to ensure better 
and stronger ties between the two countries. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

The relationship between India and Sri Lanka is more than 2,500 years old. Both countries have a 

legacy of intellectual, cultural, religious and linguistic interaction.  In recent years, the relationship 

has been marked by close contacts at all levels. Trade and investment have grown and there is 

cooperation in the fields of development, education, culture and defence. 

Historical and Cultural Relations 

1. The ties between both the countries are very old. 70% of Sri Lankans are Theravada Buddhist 

and Emperor Ashoka’s son Mahinda who took Buddhism to Sri Lanka. For many matters in terms of 

Buddhism we find excellent records in Sri Lanka. 

2. Large number of tourists especially Buddhists visit 

3. Even during freedom struggle there was close cooperation between Sri Lankan leaders and 

Mahatma Gandhi and Nehru. 

Recent developments: 

1. Air connectivity to Sri Lanka’s north and east is already being improved — there is a flight 

from India to Jaffna, and another one being proposed for Batticaloa. 

2. Both countries discussed intelligence sharing, training and the utilisation of a special $50-

million Line of Credit extended by India after last year’s Easter Sunday bombings. 

3. India, Sri Lanka and the Maldives are expected to revive their trilateral on security, including 

joint maritime security talks and anti-terror cooperation. 

4. Rajapaksa reaffirmed his belief that among Sri Lanka’s friendships, India is seen as a 

“relative”, given their history and culture. 

5. Rajapaksa has ruled out taking forward the MoU signed by his predecessor Ranil 

Wickremesinghe allowing Indian participation in energy and infrastructure projects in Trincomalee; 

an Indian stake in “Mattala airport” is not on the cards either. 

6. However, of note is his appeal for India to help Sri Lanka deal with its debt crisis — nearly 

$60-billion outstanding in foreign and domestic, and about $5-billion a year in repayments. 

Indispensability of a strong relation between India and Sri Lanka: 
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Diplomatic Cooperation: 

1. Diplomatic relations between India and Sri Lanka are marked by visits of high level 

Government functionaries. 

2. A notable diplomatic event in the recent past was our Indian Prime Minister’s address to the 

Sri Lankan parliament in 2015 

3. India-Sri Lanka Joint Commission was established in 1992. The commission facilitates 

discussions relating to bilateral affairs of both the countries 

4. India and Sri Lanka signed a civilian nuclear energy deal in 2015. The agreement aims at 

cooperation to explore nuclear energy for peaceful purposes 

Economic Cooperation: 

1. India-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement was signed in 2010. India is Sri Lanka’s largest trading 

partner 

2. India is the source of one of the largest foreign direct investments in Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka is 

also a potential source of foreign investment in India 

Defence and Security Cooperation: 

1. Colombo and New Delhi have long history of security cooperation. In recent years, the two 

sides have steadily increased their military-to-military relationship. 

2. India and Sri Lanka conducts joint Military (‘Mitra Shakti’) and Naval exercise (SLINEX). 

3. India also provides defence training to Sri Lankan forces. 

4. A trilateral maritime security cooperation agreement was signed by India, Sri Lanka and the 

Maldives to improve surveillance, anti-piracy operations and reducing maritime pollution in Indian 

Ocean Region. 

5. In April 2019, India and Sri Lanka also concluded agreement on countering Drug and human 

trafficking. 

6. In the aftermath of the horrific Easter bombings, Sri Lankan Prime Minister thanked the 

Indian government for all the “help” given. 

7. The alerts issued by Indian agencies before the attacks had warned specifically about the use 

of radicalised suicide bombers attacking churches and the Indian High Commission in Colombo. 

Development Assistance: 

1. The war between Sri Lankan Government and LTTE came to an end in 2009. The armed 

conflict led to many casualties and internal displacement 

2. As an immediate response India provided all war relief measures including food, medicine 

etc. 

3. As a long term measure, India announced reconstruction of 50000 houses to provide shelter 

to Internally Displaced People (IDP). 
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4. India is one of the largest provider of development credit to Sri Lanka. As of 2016, a total of 

USD 1284 million has been provided by India. The credit is mostly provided for the Sri Lanka’s 

infrastructure development 

5. India has provided medical equipment and ambulances to hospitals in Sri Lanka 

Cultural and Educational Cooperation: 

1. India and Sri Lanka signed a cultural cooperation agreement back in 1977 

2. India Sri Lanka foundation was setup in 1998. It aims at technical, scientific, cultural and 

educational cooperation by engaging civil society organizations of both the countries 

3. India cultural centre in Colombo promotes Indian culture by providing courses in Indian 

music, dance, yoga etc., 

4. India provides scholarships to qualified Sri Lankan students in Undergraduate and research 

studies 

5. Tourism is one of the important areas of cooperation. Sri Lankan tourists are one of the top 

ten visitors to India 

6. Sri Lanka is also a partner in Nalanda university project of India 

7. India and Sri Lanka commemorated the 2600th year of the attainment of enlightenment by 

Lord Buddha (Sambuddhathva Jayanthi) through joint activities. 

8. The two Governments also celebrated the 150th Anniversary of Anagarika Dharmapala in 

2014. 

9. The People of Indian Origin (PIOs) comprise Sindhis, Gujaratis, Memons, Parsis, Malayalis 

and Telugu speaking persons who have settled down in Sri Lanka and are engaged in various 

business ventures. 

10. Government of India formally launched the e-Tourist Visa (eTV) scheme for Sri Lankan 

tourists on 14 April 2015 to increase the people to people contact. 

Significance of the relations: 

1. India shares a common cultural and security space with the countries in the South Asian 

region especially Sri Lanka. 

2. Sri Lanka’s location in the Indian Ocean region as an island State has been of strategic 

geopolitical relevance to several major powers. 

3. As a prominent Asian nation with critical national interests in South Asia, India has a special 

responsibility to ensure peace and stability in its closest neighbourhood. 

4. India should shed its big brother image and actively take part to rebuild the war-torn 

country. 

5. India needs the support of Sri Lanka to emerge as a Blue water navy in the Indian Ocean and 

also in pursuing the permanent membership in United Nations Security Council (UNSC). 

6. China’s string of pearl’s strategy is aimed at encircling India to establish dominance in the 

Indian Ocean. 
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7. Post 2015, Sri Lanka still relies heavily on China for Port city project and for continuation of 

Chinese funded infrastructure projects in Sri Lanka. 

8. Sri Lanka’s location can thus serve both commercial and industrial purposes and be used as a 

military base. 

Way forward: 

1. As both countries have a democratic setup there is scope for broadening and deepening the 

ties. 

2. Both countries should try to work out a permanent solution to the issue of fishermen 

through bilateral engagements. 

3. Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) must be signed to improve the 

economic cooperation between both countries. 

4. India needs to focus more on its traditional and cultural ties to improve relations with Sri 

Lanka. 

5. Starting of ferry services between India and Sri Lanka can improve people to people linkages. 

6. Mutual recognition of each other’s concerns and interests can improve the relationship 

between both countries. 

Do you think India’s desire to diversify its defence imports wedged India-Russia 

relations in recent past? Examine. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
In the 5th India Russia military industry conference held during the Defexpo 2020 in Lucknow, 14 
MoUs were signed between Indian and Russian companies. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the effect that the diversification of defence imports will have on the 
relationship that India shares with Russia. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly highlight the fact that much of Indian military equipment is sourced from Russia. 
Body: 
Discuss that today their bilateral ties—officially labeled “special and privileged strategic 
partnership”—focus heavily on defence cooperation, while the economic partnership remains listless 
even as the respective relations of the two with other states have grown rapidly. Discuss other 
countries with which India is importing Defence equipment; explain the effect of that on Russian 
aspect. Discuss in such a situation and the relationship between the two, how diversification of 
Defence imports will affect the Indo-Russian relations in the present context and the near future. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that While the relationship between the two remains generally strong and without 
significant obstacles, both countries need to critically examine the substance and future of their ties 
for a more coherent policy outlook. 
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Introduction: 

Relations between India and Russia are rooted in history, mutual trust and mutually beneficial 

cooperation.  This is a strategic partnership that has withstood the test of time, and which enjoys the 

support of the people of both countries. As ascertained by Indian Prime Minister, “India and Russia 

are against “outside influence” in the internal matters of any nation”. India and Russia are aimed at 

finding new horizons of bilateral cooperation in areas like trade, defence, space, oil and gas, nuclear 

energy and maritime connectivity. 

Body: 

India Russia defence trade: 

1. While India and Russia’s economic relationship has been a weak point in the post-Cold War 

period, the most glaring sign of the stagnation may yet be that in 2014, the US emerged as the top 

arms supplier to India, pushing Russia to the second position based on data for the preceding three 

years. 

2. At the same time, India became the top foreign buyer of US weapons in 2014. 

3. Given that the military-technical ties were historically the bedrock of India and Russia’s 

relationship, a drop in the sector was a clear matter of concern. 

4. While in overall terms, Russia remained India’s top supplier of defence items during the 

period 2014-18, the total exports fell by 42 percent between 2014-18 and 2009-13. 

5. Russia still commands 58 percent of total arms imports by India, followed by Israel and the 

US at 15 and 12 percent, respectively. 

6. Despite this, Russia’s market share ensures that the country remains a critical supplier to 

India, both of new arms and spare parts. 

7. The military-technical cooperation that includes transfer of technology and joint production 

is a unique relationship that is extremely valuable to India. 

8. Also, the low of 2014 has since been corrected and in 2016, crucial inter-government 

agreements were signed at the annual summit including the supply of S-400 Triumph Air Defence 

Missile System and four Admiral Grigorovich-class frigates (2018), as well as a shareholder deal 

regarding the manufacture of Ka-226T helicopters in India. 

Reasons for decline in Defence trade: 

1.  Several factors have been identified for the gradual decline in the orders of India from 

Russia. 

2. India’s desire to diversify its defence imports and therefore a heightened competition for 

Russia with other suppliers; and dissatisfaction in India with post-sales services and maintenance 

being offered by Russia. 

3. Moreover, India has also had concerns in the past regarding supply and servicing of defence 

supplies. Some of these included a five-year delay in the delivery of aircraft carrier Admiral Gorshkov 

(later renamed INS Vikramaditya) as well as its cost escalation from $974 million to $2.35 billion. 
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4. India was also displeased by the high cost and low quality of spare parts for weaponry 

imported from Russia in the past, as well as delays in the supply. 

Recent developments in India Russia defence trade:  

1. In a step forward towards addressing the issue of regular spares and support for Russian 

military equipment with the armed forces, 14 MoUs were signed between Indian and Russian 

companies for setting up joint ventures covering a range of equipment from modern T-90 tanks to 

legacy Pechora air defence systems. 

2. The MoUs were signed during the 5th India Russia military industry conference held during 

the Defexpo 2020 in Lucknow. 

3. They come under the Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) on joint manufacturing of spares 

in India signed last September for mutual cooperation in manufacturing of spares, components, 

aggregates and other material related to Russian or Soviet-origin arms and defence equipment. 

4. The first ‘Request for Proposal’ for manufacturing of parts in India under the provision of IGA 

was also handed over by the Navy to the identified Indian industry. 

5. One MoU was signed between the Spetz-Radio Corporation of Russia and the Ananth 

Technologies based in Hyderabad for the “development, production and manufacture of small 

spacecraft for remote sensing”. 

6. “Joint creation and commercial use [providing a radio frequency resource] of a network of 

ground control stations for small spacecraft and a network of ground stations for the reception and 

processing of earth remote sensing data. 

7. One important MoU was signed between the Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) and the Almaz 

Antey of Russia for exploring the feasibility of establishing a joint venture in India for the production 

of various sub systems of “air defence missile systems like Tunguska, Kavadrat, the OSA-AKA, 

Pechora air defence system as well as the Shilka self-propelled air defence gun system”. 

8. The MoU also covered refurbishment and life extension of the missiles. 

9. Most of these air defence systems are now in the process of being phased out and replaced 

with new ones. 

10. There are also agreements on emerging technologies — Artificial Intelligence, Internet of 

Things, blockchain and robotics based on Russian technologies under the proposed Indo-Russian 

Joint Venture ICT Center of Excellence. 

Way forward: 

1. India and Russia have identified several new areas of cooperation. 

2. These range from deep sea exploration to building knowledge based economies based on 

science and technology, innovation, robotics and artificial intelligence, focusing on infrastructure, 

skill development, agriculture, shipbuilding, railways, aviation and greater connectivity, especially 

people-to-people contacts. 

3. The two countries decided to setup more than 20 Russian designed nuclear units in India in 

the next 20-years. 
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4. Above all, the push to ‘Act Far East’ allows India to demonstrate its commitment to an area 

of concern for Moscow, thus reassuring its traditional partner that in an increasingly polarized world, 

India is confident of working with multiple alignments, even if they are at cross purposes with each 

other. 

 

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests. 

Despite the unsolved tension between Israelis and Palestinians the defining war is a 

broader struggle among multiple players seeking regional hegemony. Thus, is it right to 

say that New West Asia today is rife with small state, non-state actors pitted against 

each other? Analyse. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
More than half a century ago, when analysts talked about war in the Middle East, they referred to a 
single overarching and permanent tension which existed between Israel and Arab countries like 
Egypt, Syria, Saudi Arabia and Iraq. 
Today, in the new Middle East — and despite the unsolved tension between Israelis and Palestinians 
— the defining war is a broader struggle among multiple players seeking regional hegemony. Thus 
the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the changed scenario in the west Asia and in what way it is today at rife 
with small state, non-state actors pitted against each other. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the implied meaning of New West Asia. 
Body: 
Explain in detail how there are there are fractious groups of militias, religious groups and tribal 
forces that exercise power in much of the region. 
These groups have grown vastly in the past 20 years, and many of them have been and continue to 
be financed and controlled by Iran and Saudi Arabia 
As a result, contemporary West Asia has been shifting constantly between state actors (Iran, Turkey, 
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Iraq and Israel) and non-state actors (the militia groups and local forces) that 
actually controlled much of the land. 
At times, non-state actors like the Hezbollah of Lebanon have been more influential than the national 
governments. 
Take hints from the article and present your viewpoints. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that understanding the geopolitics of the new Middle East is the key to the entire situation. 
Introduction 

West Asia is a region of multiple power centers with state and non-state actors competing 

for hegemony. The unresolved Israel-Palestine conflict is only a part of the broader power struggle. 

The landscape is majorly tripolar, with Israel being the Jewish State carved out by colonial powers, 
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Saudi Arabia as the leader of the Arab world and Iran as regional leader of Shiite demography. 

Turkey, Syria and Iraq are equally strong contenders.  Non state actors such as Hamas in the Gaza 

strip, Houthis in Yemen, and Hezbollah in Lebanon are influential proxies, while the region is also 

home to Islamic State (ISIS) and Al-Qaeda. 

Body 

Israel-Palestine Conflict 

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict dates back to the end of the nineteenth century, primarily as a conflict 

over territory. After the 1948 Arab-Israeli war, the Holy Land was divided into three parts: The State 

of Israel, the West Bank (of the Jordan River), and the Gaza Strip. 

The 1993 Oslo Accords mediated the conflict, to set up a framework for two state solution. 

It  recognized the Palestinian Authority tasked with limited self-governance of parts of the West 

Bank and Gaza Strip. 

However, the tensions in West Asia goes beyond this conflict. 

Multiple players and the Power Struggle amongst State and Non state Actors 

 Saudi Arabia is engaged in a fierce competition with Iran for influence in the Persian Gulf and 

wider West Asia. The JCPOA or Iran nuclear deal was seen by Saudi as a threat, ultimately 

scrapped by USA, which is a close ally of Saudi Arabia. 

 Iran: Post the Islamic revolution in 1979, Iranians have lived under threats and with a huge sense 

of insecurity, which prompted them to create networks of influence across the region. Iran’s pre-

eminence in proxy wars was born out of the Iran-Iraq war. 

 The Saudi-Iranian rivalry is being played out across the region, from Syria to Yemen. 

 While Iran is pro-government in Syria, Saudi has assisted the rebels against Tehran and Moscow 

by supplying arms. 

 Yemen’s Houthi rebels, with Iranian support, have been locked in a devastating power struggle 

for several years with the country’s internationally recognized government, backed by Saudi 

Arabia. 

 Turkey, which retreated from West Asia in the second half of the 19th century, is now shifting its 

focus back from Europe to the region. 

 It is a major defence and economic partner of Qatar, and has a strong presence in Syria through 

its proxies. 

 Turkey also used the Kasogi murder to turn up heat on Saudi Arabia internationally. 

 While Turkey is not aligned with Iran either, mutual interests such as the Kurdistan issue and the 

Syrian conflict have led to their rapprochement— while its ties with Saudi Arabia have steadily 

deteriorated. 

 Israel’s steady expansion into the West Bank and its settlements have made two state solution 

difficult. The recent Peace Plan in West Asia released by USA is heavily tilted in the favour of 

TelAviv. 

 The Arab countries do not recognize Israel as a sovereign nation. 

 Iran is a potential challenger to Israel’s nuclear monopoly in West Asia. 

 Iranian proxies such as Hezbollah are suspected of carrying out attacks against Israeli positions 

on the borders to Syria and Lebanon. 

 Israel-Syria relations are constrained since 1948 further deteriorated by six-day war in 1967 and 

Yom Kippur war in 1973. Israel continues to occupy Golan Heights from Syria. 
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 The Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) remains a viable threat as it is reconstituting its 

networks and waging a low-level campaign of political assassinations, ambushes, and guerrilla 

warfare-style attacks. 

 Conclusion: 

Thus the West Asian landscape has been touted as a landmine. India’s foreign policy in West Asia is 

considered a success for maneuvering this complicated network of relations. There is a 

multidirectional competition and confrontation between the state and non-state actors in West Asia. 

This will be the defining factor of West Asian Geopolitics.  

Discuss the historical and current engagements of India with Africa. Why is Africa 

important for India? (250 words) 
Reference: Hindustan Times 

Introduction: 

India and Africa have a long and rich history of interaction marked by cultural, economic and political 

exchanges based on the principle of south cooperation. In the recent years a number of steps have 

been taken to further strengthen these relations. The foundations were laid by Mahatma Gandhi. 

According to him, there will be a “commerce of ideas and services and not of raw materials and 

goods like imperialist powers”. The present government continues to take this approach as the 

foundation of India’s Africa Policy. 

The historical engagements of India with Africa: 

1. India’s relationship with South Africa is both fundamental and unique, dating back several 

centuries and is anchored in common ideals, ideas, interests, and icons – like Mahatma Gandhi and 

Nelson Mandela 

2. Historically, India has been part of Africa’s movement of self-rule, growth story, 

development and capacity building which are marked by mutual respect and affection at the grass-

roots level. Indian diaspora has been instrumental in the developmental journey of the continent 

over four-to-five generations 

3. No wonder Africa gifted Mahatma Gandhi back to India transforming him from a mere 

Barrister to an intrepid fighter against injustice and colonialism. 

4. Even though India has stood for the cause of Africa since her own independence and even 

before that its concerted engagement has been somewhat ad hoc in nature until she decided to 

institutionalize the cooperation through India-Africa Forum Summits (IAFS) when specific targets 

were established and a SWOT analysis was done. 

5. Last IAFS witnessed the largest ever participation from 54 countries at the highest level 

when major announcements for Lines of Credits, Grants and Capacity Building programmes were 

announced. 

6. The idea of a shared historical experience marked by Western exploitation, is an important 

factor in the relationship. 

7. India as a previous British colony shares a history of anti- colonial struggle with Africa. 
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8. It was also the first country to take the issue of racial discrimination in South Africa to the 

United Nations. At the same time, India was a forerunner as a champion of the interests of the 

developing countries, including those from Africa, particularly through the Bandung Declaration of 

1955, the Group of 77, and the NonAligned Movement (NAM). 

Nature of the relationship so far:- 

1. India’s Africa policy over the past few decades has oscillated between passive and 

reluctantly reactive at best. Strategic apathy toward the continent was obvious on many fronts. 

2. Most of the countries in Africa did not feature in India’s larger foreign policy matrix, but until 

recently there wasn’t any significant attention paid to the continent. 

3. Indian leaders seldom travelled to African nations. 

4. The narrative of India’s contemporary relationship with Africa is dominated by the historicity 

of their interactions.,the century old trade partnerships, socio-cultural linkages built by a thriving 

diaspora, nationalist movements during the Nehruvian era that supported anti-imperial struggles, 

and shifting geopolitical tides with the Non-Alignment Movement (NAM). 

5. Beyond this rhetoric, what kept driving this relationship forward was the acquisition of 

critical assets by State Owned Enterprises (SOE) looking to diversify the energy basket away from 

West Asian nations and other commercial ventures by Small and Medium Enterprises (SME) and 

Multi-National Companies (MNC). 

Importance of Africa for India: 

Geostrategic: 

1. Africa is critical to India’s security, especially the Horn of Africa region, because of its 

proximity with India. The threat of radicalism, piracy, organized crime emerge from this region 

Economic: 

1. Africa can help us in diversifying our energy sources, which is one of the stated objective of 

our Integrated Energy Policy 

2. Africa also contains rich reservoir of valuable minerals, metals including gold and diamond 

3. Africa provides a space for Indian investment 

4. Africa has ample agricultural land which cab address India’s food security. India is looking at 

leasing land in Africa to overcome the land deficit that we face in terms of arable land 

Geopolitical: 

1. Support of African countries is important for India’s aim of gaining a permanent seat in UNSC 

2. Africa provides a space for displaying both India’s soft and hard power 

3. India has been actively involved in peace and stability of African countries through UN Peace 

keeping operations. India is involved in capacity building of African countries. Africa is also the 

largest beneficiary of India’s ITEC programme 

The relationship changed and there are areas where both India and Africa can work together: 
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1. Currently, India’s forte in the continent has been developmental initiatives such as Indian 

Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC), Team 9, and Pan Africa e-network among others are 

aimed at building institutional and human capacity as well as enabling skills and knowledge transfer. 

2. Conscious attempt at evoking morality to reflect an “alternate model of development” by 

using terms such as “win-win cooperation” to describe New Delhi’s approach to Africa. 

3. One of the new trends in this relationship has also been the role played by sub-national 

organizations and state governments that have been crafting independent relationships with African 

counterparts. 

4. For example, Kerala is planning on importing Cashew from African countries for its 

processing plants that are running low on raw material. 

5. Similarly, Ethiopia and South Africa are working with Kudumbashree, a self-help group 

created by the Government of Kerala aimed at eradicating poverty and empowering women, to find 

ways to localize and adapt the model in their respective countries. 

6. A unique factor that sets Indian interactions apart is that there is palpable goodwill for 

people of Indian origin, a sense of familiarity and cultural connection, with Bollywood movies and 

songs often acting as a bridge. 

China role:- 

1. Whereas India’s policy has focused on job creation in the countries it has invested in, China 

has tended to bring in its own labour causing resentment among the locals. 

2. The Chinese model has often been criticised for creating huge debts for the nation in which 

it sets up projects, the Nairobi-Mombasa rail link being one example of this. 

3. The $ 4 billion project has left Kenya with enormous debts and the Chinese military base in 

Djibouti has raised fears that Beijing is abandoning its non-interference policy in the region 

Role of Indian businesses:- 

1. Indian businesses are active across geographic spaces and sectors in Africa. Agri-business, 

engineering, construction, film distribution, cement, plastics, and ceramics manufacturing, 

advertising, marketing, pharmaceuticals, and telecommunication are only some of the sectors that 

have Indian players. 

Way Forward: 

1. First, we need to take direct control of our development programme instead of handing our 

funds to intermediaries whose priorities are often different from India’s. 

2. To make an impact, our aid should be disbursed bilaterally and aligned with national 

priorities of the recipient state, which should be a substantial stakeholder and co-investor in 

schemes and projects from initiation to operation. 

3. Second, India’s development assistance should prefer the countries with its substantial 

interests, both existing and potential. 
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4. For instance, Nigeria, South Africa, Egypt, Ghana, Angola and Algeria are India’s top six 

trading partners in Africa, accounting for nearly two-thirds of its trade and half its exports to the 

continent; yet, they do not figure commensurately in India’s developmental pecking order. 

5. India’s own needs for raw materials, commodities and markets should be factored in its aid 

calculus. 

6. Third, we ought to prefer aiding countries which are willing to help us from access to their 

natural resources to using our generics. 

7. Fourth, the aided project selected should be compatible with local requirements. They 

should be cost-effective, scalable, future ready and commercially replicable. 

8. Fifth, for greater transparency, India should prefer its public sector to implement the aid 

projects. 

9. Sixth, the Indian Head of Mission in the recipient African state must be an integral part of 

the aid stream including project selection, co-ordination and implementation. 

10. Apart from empowering our diplomacy, this would ensure better harmonization between 

our aid and economic objectives. 

11. Finally, the aforementioned should not distract us from our duty to provide the needed 

humanitarian assistance to Africa: to be rendered promptly and with sensitivity, but without noise. 

Conclusion: 

The goodwill that our country draws from such linkages is unimaginable. Our partnership with Africa 

is beyond strategic concerns and economic benefits. It is based on the emotional bonds we share 

and the solidarity we feel.PM Modi, in his speech to Ugandan Parliament in 2019 has said that 

India’s priority is not just Africa; India’s priority is Africans — every man, woman and child in Africa. 

Our shared values and our friendship represent a constant as well as ignite a continuity. 

What is Blue dot Network? How will it benefit India amidst evolving Indo-Pacific 

strategies of the US? Discuss. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why this question: 
Amidst the high pitched visit of Trump to India, roars of India joining the US-led Blue Dot Network 
(BDN) is in the news again. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the concept of Blue dot Network and its possible benefits to India amidst 
the changing Indo-Pacific strategies of the US. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the concept of Blue dot Network. 
Body: 
The BDN was formally announced on 4th November, 2019 at the Indo-Pacific Business Forum in 
Bangkok, Thailand. It will be led by the US along with Japan and Australia. It is a multi-stakeholder 
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initiative to bring together governments, the private sector and civil society to promote high-quality, 
trusted standards for global infrastructure development. It is expected to serve as a globally 
recognized evaluation and certification system for roads, ports and bridges with a focus on the Indo-
Pacific region. Discuss the possible benefits it can bring to India, explain challenges involved. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

The Blue Dot network is “a multi-stakeholder initiative to bring together governments, the private 

sector and civil society to promote high-quality, trusted standards for global infrastructure 

development”. It has been jointly launched by the US Overseas Private Investment Corporation 

(OPIC), Australia’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), and Japan Bank for International 

Cooperation (JBIC). 

Body: 

 

With China moving to expand its strategic footprint through the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), India 

and the US will discuss the Blue Dot network, a new proposal to cover infrastructure and 

development projects across the region and other countries. According to American officials, the 

Blue Dot network is like a “Michelin Guide”, which rates restaurants around the world with stars for 

excellence, for infrastructure projects. 

Benefits of Blue dot network for India: 

1. It will act as a globally recognized seal of approval for major infrastructure projects, letting 

people know the projects are sustainable and not exploitative. 

2. It seems to be planned as a direct counter to China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). However, 

unlike the BRI, the BDN would not offer public funds or loans for the project. 

3. BDN will serve as a globally recognized seal of approval for major infrastructure projects, 

letting people know that projects are sustainable and not exploitative. 

4. It is expected to serve as a globally recognised evaluation and certification system for roads, 

ports and bridges with a focus on the Indo-Pacific region. 

5. Instead of trying to match China’s scale of spending, the US through Blue Dot Network is 

arguing that the quality of investments in infrastructure is just as important as the quantity. 

6. The new Blue Dot Network, therefore, is best seen as part of the U.S.A.’s strategy of trying to 

persuade developing countries in Asia-Pacific not rely on Chinese funds for infrastructure. 
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7. Once fully up and running, the new network will bring together governments, the private 

sector and other organizations behind a set of high-quality global infrastructure development 

standards. 

Conclusion: 

The initiative will evaluate projects on various parameters, including level of public consultation, 

transparency in funding, debt traps and basic environment norms. Projects that meet the norms will 

get a “blue dot”, which will enable them to attract private funding and not have to depend on state-

funding alone. 

While both India and the U.S sit together for bilaterals, the Pakistan factor may 

continue to be an irritant in the larger scheme of the strategic partnership. Discuss 

what the challenges before India are and suggest solutions. (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
Addressing the crowd at Ahmedabad’s Motera Stadium, the U.S. President Donald Trump also 
referred to Washington’s relationship with Pakistan, which he described as “a very good one”. Thus 
the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the challenges that India faces amidst tricky bilateral relations of India with 
America and that of America with Pakistan. Also suggest what India’s stand should be. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by commenting on the evolving relations between India and US. 
Body: 
Discuss the fact that both the Trump administration and Islamabad have taken sustained efforts in 
recent times to improve bilateral ties, despite India’s earnest attempts to isolate Pakistan over its 
support for terrorist groups operating from its soil. Highlight the details of their changing relations 
such as – Pakistan, which hosts the leadership of the Afghan Taliban as well as the Haqqani Network 
which is a key constituent of the Taliban had played a critical role in facilitating direct talks between 
the insurgents and the Americans. 
After the Pulwama attack and the subsequent dogfight between India and Pakistan, Islamabad has 
taken efforts to charm the Trump administration. In the most recent example of the U.S.’s soft policy 
towards Pakistan, Washington and its allies along with China raised no adverse remark on Pakistan 
in the review meeting of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF). Discuss what should India’s stand be. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the Trump administration’s policy is to stay engaged with Pakistan with offers for 
limited protection, while seeking to strengthen trade, defence and strategic ties with India. The 
biggest challenge before the Indian side, while pushing to deepen ties with Washington, is to 
reconcile with the Pakistan factor or find ways to address it. 
 

Introduction: 

The Trump administration and Islamabad have taken sustained efforts in recent months to improve 

bilateral ties, despite India’s earnest attempts to isolate Pakistan over its support for terrorist groups 
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operating from its soil. The biggest challenge before the Indian side, while pushing to deepen ties 

with Washington, is to reconcile with the Pakistan factor or find ways to skirt or address it. 

Body: 

Challenges before India: 

 US President’s visit to India happens at a time when the U.S. and the Taliban are observing a 

seven-day period of violence-reduction in Afghanistan. 

 If the test period passes without any major violent incident, both sides are expected to sign a 

peace agreement under which the U.S. would pull out its troops from the war-torn country. 

 Pakistan, which hosts the leadership of the Afghan Taliban as well as the Haqqani Network which 

is a key constituent of the Taliban, had played a critical role in facilitating direct talks between 

the insurgents and the Americans. 

 And if the U.S. leaves Afghanistan, it will directly strengthen the hands of the Taliban in 

Afghanistan, which means Pakistan’s profile in Afghanistan will be lifted. This would leave the 

U.S. overly dependent on Pakistan to shape Afghan politics in the future. 

 After the February 2019 Pulwama attack and the subsequent dogfight between India and 

Pakistan, Islamabad has taken efforts to charm the Trump administration. 

 When Prime Minister Imran Khan visited Washington in July 2019, Mr. Trump offered mediation 

between India and Pakistan to resolve the Kashmir crisis — in so doing, he practically endorsed 

the Pakistani position as India has always maintained that Kashmir is a bilateral issue between 

India and Pakistan. 

 Barring the court cases against Jamaat-ud-Dawa chief Hafiz Saeed and his associates over money 

laundering and terror financing, Pakistan hasn’t taken any major hard measures against terror 

infrastructure on its soil. But by mid-2019, the U.S. had already started changing its approach. 

 In the most recent example of the U.S.’s soft policy towards Pakistan, Washington and its allies 

along with China raised no adverse remark on Pakistan in the review meeting of the Financial 

Action Task Force (FATF). 

The best possible course of action for India is 

 Strategic: 

o It is time to define the nature and scope of our conflict with Pakistan. 

o As the dominant power in South Asia and one of the world’s leading democracies, India 

must find a proper answer to what could otherwise become a serious existential crisis. 

o India need to establish a national security doctrine in order to deal with all security 

issues 

o Surgical strikes with support of the global countries. 

o Strong intelligence network both inside as well as outside the country with effective 

dissemination to the stakeholders. 

o Water issues should be resolved through the mechanisms provided by the Indus Basin 

Treaty and should not be allowed to degenerate into a serious source of conflict. 

 Diplomatic: 
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o Creating International pressure on Pakistan to curb state sponsored terror. 

o There is a strong need for India to change its approach from Responsive to Proactive. 

o Gaining support of global players to designate terror organizations and its entities as 

global terrorists. 

o India needs to engage and develop relationships with countries from important 

organizations like SCO, BRICS and try to enable solutions for the issue of cross border 

terrorism. 

o This must be bolstered with Dialogues at the highest level to track 2 diplomacies. 

o More avenues for people to people contact need to be encouraged. 

 Economic: 

o Imposing economic and political sanctions on Pakistan and asking the world to follow 

suit. 

o The recent move of removing MFN status, increasing of import duty to 200%. 

 Technological: 

o Advance technology like drones, thermal imaging etc can be used to monitor the 

activities in the border and track any violations beforehand. 

 Against cross-border firing: 

o To reduce the destruction of civilian habitats is to lower the calibre of the violations. The 

two sides could consider withdrawing heavy artillery to 50 km behind the zero line. 

o The two Director-Generals of Military Operations, along with their delegations, could 

consider holding regular meetings every six months. Data show that every time the 

leaderships of the armed forces meet, ceasefire violations come down 

o Establishing more flag meeting points between local commanders and responding 

quickly to meeting requests could lead to better communication and reduced 

misunderstandings resulting in fewer ceasefire violations. 

o Confidence-building measures should be pursued to alleviate the “trust deficit” but 

should not be used as a substitute for the resolution of disputes. 

Conclusion: 

There is a need to embrace an overarching strategic stability regime and to shun aggressive security 

doctrines to reduce the possibility of a nuclear conflict. The problems of terrorism and Non-State 

Actors need to be addressed jointly through institutionalised mechanisms. Indeed, India should 

focus on a different type of a surgical strike; it’s a strike that could push Pakistan out of its terror 

past and military dependency. 
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Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, Indian Diaspora. 

Will Trump’s peace plan help resolve Israel-Palestine crisis? Discuss the possibilities and 

suggest way forward.(250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The West Asia peace plan has been unveiled recently by U.S. President Donald Trump. Thus the 
question. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the relevance of the plan in addressing the Israel-Palestine crisis and the 
possible way ahead of it. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain what the plan is. 
Body: 
The Peace plan seeks to give the Israelis what they have long wanted — an expansive state with 
Jerusalem as its undivided capital and tight security control over a future Palestinian state. 
With his plan, Mr. Trump is actually pushing to revive the stalled two-state talks between the Israelis 
and the Palestinians, but on his own terms. 
The Trump plan seeks to address most of the contentious issues in the conflict such as the border of 
Israel, the status of Palestinian refugees, Jewish settlements on the West Bank, Israel’s security 
concerns and the status of the city of Jerusalem. 
However, the solutions Mr. Trump has proposed to almost all of these issues favour the Israeli 
positions (Explain the areas in detail) 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with your opinion as to whether the plan will work or more needs to be done in this 
direction. 
 

Introduction: 

The West Asia peace plan was recently unveiled by U.S. President Trump. It plans to revive the 

stalled two-state talks between the Israelis and the Palestinians.  It seeks to give the Israelis an 

expansive state with Jerusalem as its “undivided capital” and tight security control over a future 

Palestinian state. 

Background: 

Both Israel and the Palestinians hold competing claims to the holy city. The Palestinians insist that 

East Jerusalem, which Israel occupied in the 1967 Middle East war, be the capital of their future 

state. 

Conflicts between Israel-Palestine: 

Of all the conflicts in the Middle East, that between Israel and the Palestinians has been the most 

intractable. Although the two sides signed a breakthrough peace accord in 1993, more than a 

quarter of a century on the two sides are arguably as far apart as ever. 
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1. Jerusalem: Both Israel and the Palestinians hold competing claims to the city. Israel, which 

occupied the formerly Jordanian-held eastern part in 1967, regards the whole of Jerusalem as its 

capital. 

2. Palestinian statehood: The Palestinians want an independent state of their own, comprising 

the West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem. Israeli prime ministers have publicly accepted the notion of 

a Palestinian state alongside Israel but not what form it should take. 

3. Recognition: Israel insists that any peace deal must include Palestinian recognition of it as 

the “nation-state of the Jewish people”, arguing that without this Palestinians will continue to press 

their own national claims to the land, causing the conflict to endure. The Palestinians says what 

Israel calls itself is its own business, but to recognise it as the Jewish state will discriminate against 

Israel’s Arab population of Palestinian origin, who are Muslims, Christians and Druze. 

4. Borders: Both sides have fundamentally different ideas as to where the boundaries of a 

potential Palestinian state should be. The Palestinians insist on borders based on ceasefire lines 

which separated Israel and East Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza between 1949 and 1967. 

5. Israel says those lines are militarily indefensible and were never intended to be permanent. 

It has not said where borders should be, other than making clear its own eastern border should be 

along the Jordan River. 

6. Settlements: Since 1967, Israel has built about 140 settlements in the occupied West Bank 

and East Jerusalem, as well as 121 outposts – settlements built without the government’s 

authorisation. They have become home to some 600,000 Israeli Jews. 

7. Refugees: The UN says its agencies support about 5.5 million Palestinian refugees in the 

Middle East (the Palestinian Authority says there are up to 6 million), including the descendants of 

people who fled or were expelled by Jewish forces from what became Israel in the 1948-49 war. 

8. Palestinians insist on their right to return to their former homes, but Israel says they are not 

entitled to, noting that such a move would overwhelm it demographically and lead to its end as a 

Jewish state. 

How West Asia peace plan help resolve Israel-Palestine crisis: 

 It proposes an independent Palestinian state and the recognition of Israeli sovereignty over 

West Bank settlements. 

 As per the plan, Israel would be allowed to annex the Jewish settlements on the West Bank as 

well as the Jordan Valley. 

 The Palestinian refugees, who were forced out from their homes during the 1948 Arab-Israeli 

war that followed the declaration of the state of Israel in the historic Palestine, would not be 

allowed to return. They could move to the future Palestinian state, be integrated into the host 

countries or settled in other regional countries. 

 Land swap: The plan proposes some land swap for the Israeli annexation of the West Bank 

Jewish settlements. It seeks to enlarge Gaza and connect the strip with the West Bank through a 

tunnel. 

 US has also proposed $50 billion in investment over 10 years should Palestine accept the 

proposals. In the final settlement, Palestine would get control over more land than what it 

currently controls. 
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Possibilities: 

1. Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas said it was “impossible for any Palestinian, Arab, 

Muslim or Christian child to accept” a Palestinian state without Jerusalem as its capital. 

2. The militant Palestinian Islamist group Hamas, which controls the Gaza Strip, also rejected 

the deal which it said aimed “to liquidate the Palestinian national project”. 

3. The UN said it remained committed to a two-state solution based on the borders in place 

before the 1967 war, when Israel seized the West Bank and Gaza. 

4. A spokesman for Secretary General António Guterres said the UN wanted a peace deal on 

the basis of UN resolutions, international law and bilateral agreements. 

5. Israeli human rights group B’Tselem said the proposals envisaged a form of apartheid. It said 

Palestinians would be relegated “to small, enclosed, isolated enclaves, with no control over their 

lives”. 

6. It would be difficult for any Palestinian leader to sell Mr. Trump’s proposals to a people who 

are living under occupation for decades 

7. Unsurprisingly, they had rejected the proposal even before Mr. Trump unveiled it. 

8. The Palestinians want an independent state of their own, comprising the West Bank, Gaza 

and East Jerusalem. 

9. Palestinians threaten to quit Oslo Accords, if U.S. President Donald Trump announces his 

West Asia peace plan next week. 

10. Palestinians challenged the US and Israeli stances. 

India’s response: 

1. India urged both Israel and Palestine to “engage with each other, including on the recent 

proposals put forward by the United States, and find an acceptable two-state solution for peaceful 

coexistence”. 

2. India has since long been maintaining that Israel-Palestine conflict should be resolved 

through negotiation “resulting in sovereign, independent, viable and united State of Palestine, with 

East Jerusalem as its capital, living within secure and recognized borders, side by side at peace with 

Israel as endorsed in the Quartet Roadmap and relevant United Nations Security Council 

resolutions”. 

Way forward: 

 To retain the status quo: a militarized Jewish state permanently occupying the Palestinian 

territories and even annexing parts of it, without giving full citizenship rights to the Palestinians. 

 To have a single democratic federal state with equal rights to Jews, Muslims, Christians and 

others. 

 Three state solution- Territorial redrawing of boundaries between Israel, Palestine and 

Jordan(mainly regarding West Bank and Gaza Strip) 

 International community should proceed to resolve the crisis step by step and hence pursue 

the option of Self-rule to Palestine. This alternative delineates functions of each government 

reducing scope of intervention. It also provides a healthy and stable first foundation for 
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establishment of two states. It can act as a ceasefire solution while the tedious redrawing of 

boundaries is finalized upon. But it suffers from the intent of both parties to ensure successful 

implementation of this solution with impeding downfall imminent though not manifested. 

Conclusion: 

It is time for world community and the two parties to end the Impending lacuna of two state, look 

beyond individual objective and move towards a holistic broad based solution at the earliest. 

At the moment, India is one of the few countries which have major interest in 

international seaborne trade. In the backdrop of such a situation critically examine the 

role played by India in the International Maritime Organization (IMO). (250 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The article presents a detailed analysis of case of a maritime presence adrift. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the role India has to play in International Maritime Organization (IMO) as a 
key player that is seeking to enhance its interest in international seaborne trade. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the importance of IMO. 
Body: 
Discuss in detail the India’s negligible presence and interventions in the International Maritime 
Organization, which is affecting its interests. Argue that it’s high time that India should regain its 
status as a major maritime power. Highlight the inadequate presence and interventions of India in 
the organization. Discuss the recent decisions in this direction. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting the prospects of key role that India needs to take in the organization. 
Introduction: 

The International Maritime Organization (IMO), the United Nations agency tasked with regulating 

shipping, had mandated that merchant ships should not burn fuel with sulphur content greater than 

0.5% beginning January 1. India’s negligible presence and interventions in the International Maritime 

Organization is affecting its interests. 

Body: 

International Maritime Organization(IMO): 

 The International Maritime Organization(IMO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations 

(UN). 

 It is a global standard-setting authority with responsibility to improve the safety and security of 

international shipping and prevention of marine and atmospheric pollution by ships. 

 The IMO currently has 174 member states and three associate members; there are also scores of 

non-governmental and inter-governmental organisations. 
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 The IMO, like any other UN agency, is primarily a secretariat, which facilitates decision-making 

processes on all maritime matters through meetings of member states. The binding instruments 

are brought in through the conventions — to which member states sign on to for compliance — 

as well as amendments to the same and related codes. 

 Structurally, maritime matters are dealt by the committees of the IMO — the Maritime Safety 

Committee (MSC), Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC), Technical Cooperation 

Committee, Legal Committee and the Facilitation Committee. 

 Each committee is designated a separate aspect of shipping and supported by sub-committees. 

Working groups and correspondence groups support the subcommittees. 

 The subcommittees are the main working organs, where the proposals from a member state are 

parsed before they are forwarded to one of the main committees. 

 The main committees, thereafter, with the nod of the Assembly, put the approved proposal for 

enactment through the Convention, amendments, and codes or circulars. 

 Prominent maritime nations have their permanent representatives at London and are supported 

by a large contingent during the meetings. They ensure that they have representation in every 

subcommittee, working group and even correspondence groups so that they are clued in. 

 Shipping, which accounts for over 90% by volume and about 80% by value of global trade, is a 

highly regulated industry with a range of legislation promulgated by the IMO. 

Role played by India in the International Maritime Organization: 

 India joined the IMO in 1959. The IMO currently lists India as among the 10 states with the 

‘largest interest in international seaborne trade’. 

 India’s presence and participation in the IMO has been at the individual level. India should now 

make its presence felt so that its national interests are served. 

 India’s permanent representative post in the IMO has remained vacant for the last 25 years. 

 Representation at meetings is often through a skeletal delegation. 

 A review of IMO documents shows that the number of submissions made by India in the recent 

past has been few and not in proportion to India’s stakes in global shipping. 

 The sulphur cap, for instance, will reduce emissions and reduce the health impact on coastal 

populations but ship operational costs are going up since the new fuel product is more 

expensive. 

 As refineries including those in India struggle to meet the demand, freight costs have started 

moving up, with a cascading effect on retail prices. 

 The promulgation of “High-Risk Areas” when piracy was at its peak and dominated media 

headlines. 

 The IMO’s demarcation resulted in half the Arabian Sea and virtually the entire south-west coast 

of India being seen as piracy-infested, despite the presence of the Indian Navy and Coast Guard. 

 The “Enrica Lexie” shooting incident of 2012, off the coast of Kerala, was a direct fallout of the 

demarcation. 

Conclusion: 

So far, India’s presence and participation in the IMO has been at the individual level. India should 

now make its presence felt so that its national interests are served. It is time India regained its status 

as a major maritime power. 
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The United States Trade Representatives (USTR) has updated its list of developing and 

least-developed countries, removing India from the list of countries that are designated 

as developing, what does this indicate for India? Discuss and elaborate on the pros and 

cons.(250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 
(USTR) has updated its list of developing and least-developed countries 
Introduction: 

The Office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR) has published a notice, amending lists 

of developing and least-developed countries that are eligible for preferential treatment with respect 

to countervailing duties (CVDs) investigations. It updated to removing India from the list of countries 

that are designated as developing. Other countries that were removed from the list include Thailand, 

Vietnam, Brazil, Indonesia and Malaysia. India was taken off the list also because — like Argentina, 

Brazil, Indonesia and South Africa — it is part of the G20. Given the global economic significance of 

the G20, and the collective economic weight of its membership (which accounts for large shares of 

global economic output and trade), G20 membership indicates that a country is developed. 

USTR list of developing and least-developed countries: 

To harmonise U.S. law with the World Trade Organization’s (WTO) Subsidies and Countervailing 

Measures (SCM) Agreement, the USTR had, in 1998, come up with lists of countries classified as per 

their level of development. 

1. These lists were used to determine whether they were potentially subject to U.S. 

countervailing duties. 

2. The de minimis (too small to warrant concern) thresholds and import volume allowance are 

more relaxed for developing and least-developed countries. 

3. The de minimis standard is usually a subsidy of 1% or less ad valorem and 2 percent for 

special cases. 

4. The 1998 rule is now “obsolete” as per the USTR notice. 

Negligible import volumes: 

1. If a country’s goods constitute less than 3% of all imports of that good into the U.S., it meets 

the ‘negligible import volumes’ standard. For special cases it is 4%. 

2. Imports do not meet the standard, if, individual volumes are less than 3% (special cases: 4%) 

but the aggregate volume of imports into the U.S. is 7% of all such goods. 

Criteria: 

The USTR used the following criteria to determine whether a country was eligible for the 2% de 

minimis standard: 

1. Per capita Gross National Income or GNI 

2. share of world trade 
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3. Other factors such as Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

membership or application for membership, EU membership, and Group of Twenty (G20) 

membership. 

Impact on India: 

1. India was, until February 10, on the developing country list and therefore eligible for these 

more relaxed standards. It has now been taken off of that list. 

2. Countries not given special consideration have lower levels of protection against a CVD 

investigation. 

3. This will now make it easier for it to impose countervailing duties (CVDs) on goods from 

India. 

4. The move has cast a shadow on India being able to restore preferential benefits under the 

Generalised System of Preference (GSP) as part of its trade talks with the US, as only developing 

countries are eligible for it. 

5. India is no longer a developing country and its hopes of getting GSP may not materialise as it 

doesn’t qualify to get the benefits 

 

Conclusion: 

Despite having a minimal impact on India’s overall outbound trade with the US, specific exports from 

India in a diverse set of sectors such as jewellery, leather, pharmaceuticals, chemicals and 

agricultural products may face higher costs and competition. 
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	Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions and basic structure.
	Discuss the constitutional provisions available for the Finance Commission of India and explain its significance. Also, examine the major recommendations of the recently released interim report of the 15th Finance Commission.(250 words)
	What is the purpose of a protest? Explain the significance of the right to protest in a democracy, Illustrate with cases specific to Indian context.(250 words)
	Discuss the merits and costs of involving children in protests and political actions while bringing out the constitutional provisions associated with the same in our country. (250 words)
	The latest National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data suggest that sedition law remains as relevant as ever with sedition arrests increasing in recent years. Critically analyse.(250 words)
	The Excerpt from Mahatma Gandhi’s book Hind Swaraj, “real rights are a result of the performance of duty” appears obsolete in the contemporary constitutional stage of development. Do you agree? Discuss. (250 words)

	Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein.
	“No democracy can long survive which does not accept as fundamental to its very existence the recognition of the rights of minorities”. Critically analyse the relevance of the statement applied to current happenings in the capital.(250 words)

	Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.
	In the Indian polity, states cannot be reduced to mere administrative agencies delegated with enforcing Parliamentary laws without any application of mind. Critically analyze. (250 words)
	“On several occasions, the Speaker’s role has been questioned on the allegation of bias and the office has been criticized for being an agent of pernicious partisan politics”. Critically comment. (250 words)
	What is a privilege motion? Discuss the rules related to it and the authority of the Speaker/ Chairperson vis-a-vis privilege motion. (250 words)

	Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity.
	“Judicial impartiality is a significant element of justice”, Elucidate in the backdrop of recusal made recently by Justice Mohan M Shantanagoudar, Supreme Court judge. (250 words)
	Do you agree with the view that “Collegium system requires reconsideration”. Give reasons in support of your arguments. (250 words)

	Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies.  Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies.
	Without the requisite rules, regulations, and machinery in place, it is not surprising that the Lokpal has failed to meet expectations. Critically analyse the statement with respect to the functioning of Lokpal in India. (250 words)

	Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act.
	There is a need of more innovative reforms to ensure internal democracy, financial accountability in political parties. In the light of the above statement, critically analyse the steps taken by the government on electoral reforms. (250 words)
	Discuss the provisions available to resolve the problem of criminalization of politics in India and also suggest steps that need to be taken to address it more effectively. (250 words)
	with electoral process in India is becoming increasingly advanced in terms of use of data, there is a need for a data protection framework to uphold a voter’s informational autonomy. Elucidate. (250 words)
	The Election Commission of India’s (ECI) new instrument to allow digitally-mediated voting may prove to be a revolution in electoral reforms. Do you agree? Analyse. (250 words)

	Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation.
	Discuss the key features of National Mission on Quantum Technologies & Applications (NM-QTA).  (250 words)
	Bring out the key highlights of the draft National logistic policy, analyse the benefits and challenges involved in implementing the same. (250 words)
	Discuss the suggestions given in the Economic Survey 2020 to boost India’s economic growth. (250 words)
	There was hope that the recently proposed Budget would increase allocations in various sectors, and in turn would trigger demand but the numbers do not seem promising, Give your opinion and analyse. (250 words)
	Considering the manner in which public data are being stored and used by both the state and private entities, a comprehensive Data Protection Act is the need of the hour. Comment. (250 words)
	India needs more podiums like the National Bio-Entrepreneurship Competition, to democratize innovation for ideas with great prospective societal impact. Comment.(250 words)
	Swachh Bharat Mission apart from sanitation aspects aids to generate employment and provide impetus to the rural economy. Explain. (250 words)
	“The Assisted Reproductive Technology Regulation Bill is a much-needed complement to Surrogacy Bill”. Elucidate. (250 words)
	Balanced use of fertilizers based on soil testing on a mission mode is creating a quiet revolution. Analyse in the context of Soil health card programme. (250 words)
	Amidst the newly signed Bodo Agreement, there is a need to ensure that a Bodo solution does not create a non-Bodo problem. Analyse. (250 words)
	Discuss the impact of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) on loan recovery and also suggest remedial measures for better implementation of the Code.(250 words)
	Discuss the idea of Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA); in what way will it protect the rights of the consumer in the country? (250 words)
	What are Technical textiles? Discuss the Initiatives of Government in this direction with special focus on National Technical Textile Mission. (250 words)

	Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections.
	Do you think privatization of health and education sectors in India can bring transformational shift in the current social indicators? Examine with suitable cases. (250 words)
	Should the Scheduled caste and scheduled tribes community have reservations in promotions? Critically examine. (250 words)
	Has the concept of Aadhaar succeeded as a ‘game changer’ for India’s leaky welfare regime? Analyse.  (250 words)

	Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, Education, Human Resources.
	Discuss whether the recurrent viral outbreaks can be termed as man-made disasters. Illustrate with the case of corona outbreak. (250 words)
	Along with value-added administration, the education system needs a revamp to address India’s human capital crisis effectively. Deliberate.(250 words)
	“The evolution of the widely practiced Unani system of medicine has been as a syncretic science”, under such pretext explain in what way practicing such systems of medicines can lead to sustainable and effective healthcare in the country. (250 words)
	India is often labeled as the ‘pharmacy of the world’, But with reliance on API imports from China running to well over 60% for most drugs, India’s claim to be a world leader in pharmaceuticals is heavily compromised. Analyse what should India do to o...
	Discuss the Key components of the Delhi model of education. Explain how it has successfully tried to bridge the gaps between the education for masses and that for the classes. (250 words)
	Do you consider that the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Bill doesn’t do enough to safeguard women’s choices and interests in the country? Critically analyse. (250 words)

	Issues relating to poverty and hunger.
	What are Orphan diseases? Discuss the challenges involved in the treatment of such diseases. Explain in the context of India whether the State should be responsible for such treatments.(250 words)
	“Corruption deepens inequalities and increases poverty and obstructs the growth prospects of the nation. “Comment. (250 words)

	Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures.
	The auditing profession plays a vital role in maintaining the integrity of the Indian capital markets, but recent audit failures are renewing doubts about whether the country’s largest accounting firms are truly serving the public interest. Critically...

	India and its neighborhood- relations.
	Discuss the indispensability of a strong relation between India and Sri Lanka. (250 words)
	Do you think India’s desire to diversify its defence imports wedged India-Russia relations in recent past? Examine. (250 words)

	Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests.
	Despite the unsolved tension between Israelis and Palestinians the defining war is a broader struggle among multiple players seeking regional hegemony. Thus, is it right to say that New West Asia today is rife with small state, non-state actors pitted...
	Discuss the historical and current engagements of India with Africa. Why is Africa important for India? (250 words)
	What is Blue dot Network? How will it benefit India amidst evolving Indo-Pacific strategies of the US? Discuss. (250 words)
	While both India and the U.S sit together for bilaterals, the Pakistan factor may continue to be an irritant in the larger scheme of the strategic partnership. Discuss what the challenges before India are and suggest solutions. (250 words)

	Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, Indian Diaspora.
	Will Trump’s peace plan help resolve Israel-Palestine crisis? Discuss the possibilities and suggest way forward.(250 words)
	At the moment, India is one of the few countries which have major interest in international seaborne trade. In the backdrop of such a situation critically examine the role played by India in the International Maritime Organization (IMO). (250 words)
	The United States Trade Representatives (USTR) has updated its list of developing and least-developed countries, removing India from the list of countries that are designated as developing, what does this indicate for India? Discuss and elaborate on t...


