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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 1st Jan-2020 
 

1. Consider the following statements with respect to Indian History Congress 
(IHC): 
1. It was founded in 1935 and it is the largest association of professional 

historians in South Asia. 

2. R C Dutt, G K Gokhale and E V Ramaswamy were the prominent 
leader associated with Indian History Congress. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 Founded in 1935, the Indian History Congress (IHC) is the largest 

association of professional historians in South Asia. 

 The BISM organised an All India Congress in 1935 to celebrate its 

silver jubilee in Pune. As an outcome, the Indian History Congress 
(IHC) was thus born with about 50 delegates. 

 The Bharata Itihasa Samshodhaka Mandala (BISM) was founded 

by Vishwanath Kashinath Rajwade in 1910 in Pune with the 
support of K C Mehendale. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/01/indian-history-congress/ 

2. Consider the following statements: 

1. Battle of Koregaon was fought in 1818 between the mahar community 
and the Peshwa Baji Rao I of the Mogul Confederacy. 

2. Battle of Koregaon was part of the Third Anglo Maratha war. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 The Battle of Koregaon was fought on 1 January 1818 between 

the mahar Warrior and the Peshwa faction of the Maratha (not 
Mogul) Confederacy, at Koregaon Bhima. 

 A 28,000-strong force led by Peshwa Baji Rao II whilst on their 
way to attack the company-held Pune, were unexpectedly met by 

an 800-strong Company force.  

 The battle was part of the Third Anglo Maratha war, a series of 

battles that culminated in the defeat of the Maratha Empire and 
subsequent rule of the British East India Company in nearly all of 

Western, Central and Southern India. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/01/indian-history-congress/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (January 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

6 

   

 There is a "victory pillar” in Koregaon commemorating the battle 

that was on its way to reinforce the British troops in Pune. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/01/bhima-koregaon-anniversary-2/ 

3. Recently Swachh Survekshan League 2020 has been released by 
(a) NITI 

(b) MOHUA 
(c) MoRD 
(d) MoJS 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 MOHUA announces results of Swachh Survekshan League 

(quarter 1 and quarter 2) 

 Swachh Survekshan League 2020 (SS League 2020) was 

introduced with the objective of sustaining the onground 

performance of cities along with continuous monitoring of service 
level performance when it comes to cleanliness.  

 SS League 2020 is being conducted in 3 quarters, i.e. April- June, 

July – September and October- December 2019 and has 2000 
marks for each quarter evaluated on the basis of monthly updation 

of SBM-U online MIS by cities along with citizen’s validation on the 
12 service level progress indicators through outbound calls. 

 Ranks have been assigned in two categories, namely, cities with 

population of one lakh and above (with two sub-categories, i.e. 1-
10 lakh and 10 lakhs and above) and cities with population of less 

than 1 lakh (under the < 1 lakh population category, the rankings 
are given zone and population wise).  

 The performance of cities in SS League 2020 is crucial to their 
ranking in Swachh Survekshan 2020 due to the 25% weightage of 

the quarterly assessments to be included in the annual survey 
scheduled to commence from 4 January till 31 January 2020. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/01/swacch-survekshan-league/ 

4. With reference to PM – KISAN scheme, Consider the following statements: 
1. It is an initiative by the GoI in which all small and marginal farmers 

will get up to ₹6,000 per year as minimum income support. 
2. ₹6,000 per year will be paid to each eligible farmer in lump sum and 

will be deposited directly to their bank accounts. 

3. It falls under the aegis of Union MoL&E. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 1 only 
(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/01/bhima-koregaon-anniversary-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/01/swacch-survekshan-league/
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 Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi is an initiative by the 

government of India in which all small and marginal farmers will 
get up to ₹6,000 per year as minimum income support.  

 ₹6,000 per year will be paid to each eligible farmer in three 

instalments and will be deposited directly to their bank accounts 

 It falls under the aegis of Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/01/pm-kisan-scheme-5/ 

5. Bhavantar Bhugtan Yojana was sought to provide relief to farmers by 

providing the differential between MSPs and market prices. it was 
launched by 
(a) Gujarat 

(b) Odisha 
(c) Bihar 

(d) Madhya Pradesh 
Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 Bhavantar Bhugtan Yojana in Madhya Pradesh was sought to 
provide relief to farmers by providing the differential between MSPs 

and market prices. 

 The Rythu Bandhu scheme of the Telangana provides ₹4,000 per 

acre for every season to all the farmers of the state. Similar 
initiatives have also be framed in Jharkhand and Odisha. 

 Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income augmentation 
(KALIA) of Odisha is more complicated in design and 

implementation. It commits to give Rs 5,000 per SMF, twice a year 
that is Rs 10,000 a year. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/01/pm-kisan-scheme-5/ 

6. Consider the following statements about National Infrastructure Pipeline: 
1. National Infrastructure Pipeline will ensure that infrastructure projects 

are adequately prepared and launched. 
2. Regulation and monitoring will be under the sole prerogative of 

Ministry of Finance 

3. Central government and state governments have an equal share of 
50% each in the NIP 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 
(d) 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 It is estimated that India would need to spend $4.5 trillion on 

infrastructure by 2030 to sustain its growth rate. The endeavour of 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/01/pm-kisan-scheme-5/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/01/pm-kisan-scheme-5/
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the National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP), is to make this happen 

in an efficient manner. 

 Funding: The central government and state governments would 

have an equal share of 39% each in the NIP. The private sector, on 
the other hand, would have 22% share which the government 

expects to increase to 30% by 2025. 

 National Infrastructure Pipeline will ensure that infrastructure 

projects are adequately prepared and launched. 

 Each Ministry/ Department would be responsible for the 

monitoring of projects so as to ensure their timely and within-
cost implementation. 

 It will help in stepping-up annual infrastructure investment to 

achieve the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of $5 trillion by 2024-
25. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/01/national-infrastructure-pipeline-2/ 

7. Which one of the following best describes the term “Merchant Discount 
Rate” sometimes seen in news? 
(a) The incentive given by a bank to a merchant for accepting payments 

through debit cards pertaining to that bank. 

(b) The amount paid back by banks to their customers when they use 
debit cards for financial transactions for purchasing goods or services. 

(c) The charge to a merchant by a bank for accepting payments from his 
customers through the bank’s debit cards. 

(d) The incentive given by the Government to merchants for promoting 

digital payments by their customers through Point of Sale (PoS) 
machines and debit cards. 

Ans: (c) 
Explanation: “Merchant Discount Rate” 

 It is a fee charged from a merchant by a bank for accepting 

payments from customers through credit and debit cards in their 
establishments. 

 MDR compensates the card issuing bank, the lender which puts 
the PoS terminal and payment gateways such as Mastercard or 

Visa for their services. 

 MDR charges are usually shared in pre-agreed proportion between 

the bank and a merchant and is expressed in percentage of 
transaction amount 

 From January onwards, all companies with a turnover of Rs 50 
crore or more need to provide the facility of payment through 

RuPay Debit card and UPI QR code to their customers, under 
which no MDR fee will be charged from customers as well as 
merchants 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/01/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-01-january-2020/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/01/national-infrastructure-pipeline-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/01/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-01-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/01/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-01-january-2020/
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8. Consider the following statements regarding Renaming of states in India. 

1. The procedure of renaming of the state can be initiated by either the 
Parliament or the State Legislator. 

2. Article 3 lays down that a bill to alter the name of any state can be 
introduced in the Parliament, only with the prior recommendation of 
the President. 

3. After recommending the bill to alter the name of any state to the 
Parliament, the President has to refer the same to the state legislature 
concerned for expressing its views within a specified period. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 

(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 2 
(d) 2 and 3 

Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 The procedure of renaming of the state can be initiated by either 
the Parliament or the State Legislator and the procedure is as 

follows: 

 The renaming of a state requires Parliamentary approval under 

Article 3 and 4 of the Constitution. 

 A bill for renaming a state may be introduced in the Parliament on 

the recommendation of the President. 

 Before the introduction of the bill, the President shall send the bill 

to the respective state assembly for expressing their views within a 
stipulated time. The views of the state assembly are not binding, 
neither on the President nor on the Parliament. 

 On the expiry of the period, the bill will be sent to the Parliament 
for deliberation. The bill in order to take the force of a law must be 

passed by a simple majority. 

 The bill is sent for approval to the President. After the approval of 

the said bill, the bill becomes a law and the name of the state 
stands modified. 

 
9. The mutual delegation of executive power between centre and states 

cannot occur 

(a) From Centre to State through President 
(b) From State to Centre through Governor 
(c) From Centre to State through Parliament 

(d) From State to Centre through State legislature 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

 President may, with the consent of the state government, entrust 

to that government any of the executive functions of the Centre. 
Conversely, the governor of a state may, with the consent of the 
Central government, entrust to that government any of the 

executive functions of the state. 
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 Constitution also makes a provision for the entrustment of the 

executive functions of the Centre to a state without the consent of 
that state. But, in this case, the delegation is by the Parliament 

and not by the president. Notably, the same thing cannot be done 
by the state legislature. 

10. Constitution confers executive power of a subject in the Concurrent list 
to 
(a) Union Government 

(b) State Governments 
(c) President 
(d) All of the above 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 In respect of matters on which both the Parliament and the state 
legislatures have power of legislation (i.e., the subjects enumerated 

in the Concurrent List), the executive power rests with the 
states except when a Constitutional provision or a parliamentary 
law specifically confers it on the Centre. 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 2nd Jan-2020 

 

11. Consider the following statements  

1. Guru Gobind Singh and Tansen were contemporaries. 
2. Followers of the Sikh faith religiously follow the morals and codes of 

discipline set up by Guru Gobind Singh. 

3. Guru Tegh Bahadur, the ninth Sikh Guru known for the introduction 
of the turban to cover hair. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 1 and 2 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 About Guru Gobind Singh: 

o He was the 10th Sikh guru. 
o He became the Sikh guru at the age of nine, following the 

demise of father, Guru Tegh Bahadur, the ninth Sikh Guru. 
o He is known for his significant contributions to the Sikh 

religion, including the introduction of the turban to cover 

hair. 
o He also founded the principles of Khalsa or the Five ‘K’s. 

o He named Guru Granth Sahib, the religious text of the 
Khalsas and the Sikhs, as the next Guru of the two 
communities. 
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 About Tansen (1500-1586) 

o He was a prominent figure of Hindustani classical music. 
o Born in a Hindu family, in the northwest region of modern 

Madhya Pradesh.  
o He began his career and spent most of his adult life in the 

court and patronage of the Hindu king of Rewa, Raja 
Ramchandra Singh, where Tansen's musical abilities and 
studies gained widespread fame. 

o This reputation brought him to the attention of the Mughal 
Emperor Akbar, who sent messengers to Raja Ramchandra 
Singh, requesting Tansen to join the musicians at the 

Mughal court.  
o In 1562, about the age of 60, the Vaishnava musician 

Tansen joined the Akbar court, and his performances 
became a subject of many court historians. 

o Akbar considered him as a Navaratnas (nine jewels), and 

gave him the title Mian, an honorific, meaning learned man. 
o Tansen is remembered for his epic Dhrupad compositions, 

creating several new ragas, as well as for writing two classic 
books on music Sri Ganesh Stotra and Sangita Sara.  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/guru-gobind-singh/ 

12. With reference to Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana, consider the following 
statements 

1. Under the scheme, Gram Panchayat is the basic unit. 
2. The MP would be free to identify a suitable Gram Panchayat for being 

developed as Adarsh Gram, includimg his/her own village or that of 

his/her spouse. 
3. Nominated MPs may choose a Gram Panchayat from the rural area of 

any district in the country. 

4. Primarily, the goal is to develop five Adarsh Grams (one per year) will 
be selected and developed by 2024. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 
(b) 1 and 3 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: (c) 
Explanation: Identification of Adarsh gram: 

 A Gram Panchayat would be the basic unit. It will have a 

population of 3000-5000 in plain areas and 1000-3000 in hilly, 
tribal and difficult areas.  

 The MP would be free to identify a suitable Gram Panchayat for 
being developed as Adarsh Gram, other than his/her own 

village or that of his/her spouse. 

 The MP will identify one Gram Panchayat to be taken up 

immediately, and two others to be taken up a little later.  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/guru-gobind-singh/
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 Lok Sabha MP has to choose a Gram Panchayat from within 

his/her constituency  

 Rajya Sabha MP a Gram Panchayat from the rural area of a district 

of his/her choice in the State from which he/she is elected.  

 Nominated MPs may choose a Gram Panchayat from the rural area 

of any district in the country.  

 In the case of urban constituencies, (where there are no Gram 

Panchayats), the MP will identify a Gram Panchayat from a nearby 
rural constituency. 

 Primarily, the goal is to develop three Adarsh Grams by March 
2019, of which one would be achieved by 2016. Thereafter, five 

such Adarsh Grams (one per year) will be selected and developed 
by 2024. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/saansad-adarsh-gram-yojana/ 

13. Consider the following statements about Members of Parliament Local 
Area Development Scheme: 
1. MPLADS is an ongoing Central Sector Scheme which was launched 

during 9th five year plan. 

2. The MoS&PI has been responsible for the policy formulation, release of 
funds and prescribing monitoring mechanism for implementation of 
the Scheme. 

3. The annual MPLADS fund entitlement per MP constituency is Rs. 2 
crore. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 1 only 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 The Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme 

(MPLADS) is an ongoing Central Sector Scheme which was 
launched in 1993-94.   

 The Scheme enables the Members of Parliament to recommend 
works for creation of durable community assets based on locally 

felt needs to be taken up in their constituencies in the area of 
national priorities namely drinking water, education, public health, 
sanitation, roads etc. 

 The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation has 
been responsible for the policy formulation, release of funds and 

prescribing monitoring mechanism for implementation of the 
Scheme. 

 The MPLADS is a Plan Scheme fully funded by Government of 
India. The annual MPLADS fund entitlement per MP constituency 

is Rs. 5 crore. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/saansad-adarsh-gram-yojana/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (January 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

13 

   

 Lok Sabha Members can recommend works within their 

Constituencies and Elected Members of Rajya Sabha can 
recommend works within the State of Election (with select 

exceptions). Nominated Members of both the Rajya Sabha and Lok 
Sabha can recommend works anywhere in the country. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/saansad-adarsh-gram-yojana/ 

14. Consider the following statements 
1. Registration of Political parties is governed by the provisions of Section 

25A of the RPA, 1951. 
2. Article 324 of the Constitution provides that the power of 

superintendence, direction and control of elections to parliament, 

state legislatures, the office of president of India, the office of vice-
president of India and local government shall be vested in the election 

commission. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 Registration of Political parties is governed by the provisions of 
Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951. 

 Article 324 of the Constitution provides that the power of 
superintendence, direction and control of elections to parliament, 

state legislatures, the office of president of India and the office of 
vice-president of India shall be vested in the election commission. 

 The state election commission is a constitutional authority that 

came into existence on 26-05-1993 after the promulgation of 73rd 
and 74th amendment to the constitution of India to conduct 

elections to rural and urban local bodies in the states. It was 
constituted under the provisions of article 243k read with article 

243za of the constitution of India. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/political-parties-registration-
tracking-management-system/ 

15. Consider the following statements 
1. The Agreement on Prohibition of Attacks against Nuclear Installations 

and Facilities between Pakistan and India after India’s first nuclear 

test in 1974. 
2. Under the Non-Nuclear aggression agreement, Both India and 

Pakistan have exchanged their list of nuclear installations. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/saansad-adarsh-gram-yojana/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/political-parties-registration-tracking-management-system/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/political-parties-registration-tracking-management-system/
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(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 The agreement, which was signed on December 31, 1988, and 
entered into force on January 27, 1991, provides that the two 

countries inform each other of nuclear installations and facilities to 
be covered under the pact on the first of January of every calendar 
year. 

 Both India and Pakistan have exchanged their list of nuclear 
installations. The exchange is done each year on January 1, under 

the Agreement on the Prohibition of Attack against Nuclear 
Installations and Facilities, also referred to as the Non-Nuclear 
Aggression Agreement. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/agreement-on-prohibition-of-
attacks-against-nuclear-installations-and-facilities-2/ 

16. Recently, judgment came on a plea against the transfer of village ponds’ 
sites of Saini Village in the National Capital Region to some private 
industrialists by the Greater Noida Industrial Development Authority. It 
refers to which of the following article of the Constitution of India? 
(a) Article 21 
(b) Article 38 

(c) Article 40 
(d) Article 243 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 Recently, the Supreme Court of India held that the Government 

has no right to transfer “invaluable” community resources like 
village water ponds to powerful people and industrialists for 

commercialisation of the property. 

 Protection of such village commons is essential to safeguard the 

fundamental right guaranteed by Article 21 of our Constitution. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/supreme-court-bats-against-transfer-
of-community-resources/ 

17. ISRO aims to launch its maiden Human Space Mission, Gaganyaan before 
the 75th anniversary of India’s independence in 2022. In the context of 
this, which of the following is/are objectives of Gaganyaan Mission? 

1. Enhancement of science and technology levels in the country 
2. A national project involving several institutes, academia and industry 
3. Improvement of industrial growth 

4. Inspiring youth 
5. Development of technology for social benefits 
Select the correct answer using the below code: 

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 5 
(b) 1, 3 and 5 

(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/agreement-on-prohibition-of-attacks-against-nuclear-installations-and-facilities-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/agreement-on-prohibition-of-attacks-against-nuclear-installations-and-facilities-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/supreme-court-bats-against-transfer-of-community-resources/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/supreme-court-bats-against-transfer-of-community-resources/
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(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: Indian Human Space Flight Programme: 

 ISRO aims to launch its maiden Human Space Mission, Gaganyaan 
before the 75th anniversary of India’s independence in 2022. 

 Objectives of the Mission: 
o Enhancement of science and technology levels in the country 

o A national project involving several institutes, academia and 
industry 

o Improvement of industrial growth 

o Inspiring youth 
o Development of technology for social benefits 
o Improving international collaboration 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/gaganyaan-mission/ 

18. Recently Mani app has been in news for sometimes, it has been launched 

by RBI for  
(a) Detect and identify the denomination of fake currency notes  

(b) To help visually-impaired people to identify currency notes 
(c) Both A and B 
(d) None of the above 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 Now, the visually challenged people can identify the denomination 

of a currency note by using the mobile app, the RBI said. The 
application also works offline once installed, the central bank 

added. 

 The RBI also said the app does not authenticate a note as 

either genuine or counterfeit. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-02-january-2020/ 

19. Recently Senna Spectabilis is in news, it is primarily known as 
(a) Invasive species 

(b) Medicinal Plant 
(c) Endemic to western ghats 
(d) None of the above 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 It is a deciduous tree native to tropical areas of America. 

 It grows up to 15 to 20 metres in a short period of time and 

distributes thousands of seeds after flowering. 

 It is an invasive species. 

 The Kerala Government is planning to arrest the rampant growth of 
Senna spectabilis, in the forest areas of the Nilgiri Biosphere 

Reserve (NBR), including the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/gaganyaan-mission/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-02-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-02-january-2020/
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Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-02-january-2020/ 

20. Sangita Kalanidhi award, It is the title awarded yearly to 

(a) Carnatic Musician only 
(b) Hindustani Musician only 
(c) Folk Musician only 

(d) Both A & B 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 Sangita Kalanidhi Award was instituted by the Music Academy, 

Chennai. 

 It is the title awarded yearly to a Carnatic Musician. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-02-january-2020/ 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 3rd Jan-2020 
 

21. She was widely regarded as one of India’s first generation modern 
feminists for her significant contributions in ensuring equal education 
opportunities under the British raj. She became the first female teacher in 

India in 1848 and opened a school for girls. She also set up “Balhatya 
Pratibandhak Griha”. She was 
(a) Kanaklata Barua 

(b) Matangini Hazra 
(c) Tara Rani Srivastava 
(d) Savitribai Phule 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: Savitribai Phule 

 Born in Naigaon in Maharashtra on January 3, 1831, Phule is 
widely regarded as one of India’s first generation modern feminists 

for her significant contributions in ensuring equal education 
opportunities under the British raj. 

 She became the first female teacher in India in 1848 and opened a 

school for girls along with her husband, social reformer Jyotirao 
Phule. 

 The two also worked against discrimination based on caste-based 
identity, something vehemently opposed by the orthodox sections 

of society in Pune. 

 She went on to establish a shelter for widows in 1854 which she 

further built on in 1864 to also accommodate destitute women and 
child brides cast aside by their families. 

 Phule also played a pivotal role in directing the work of the 
Satyashodhak Samaj, formed by her husband with the objective to 

achieve equal rights for the marginalised lower castes. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-02-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-02-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-02-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-02-january-2020/
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 Savitribai opened a clinic in 1897 for victims of the bubonic plague 

that spread across Maharashtra just before the turn of the century. 

 She also set up “Balhatya Pratibandhak Griha”. 

 In her honour, University of Pune was renamed Savitribai Phule 

University in 2014. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/03/savitribai-phule/ 

22. Consider the following statements 

1. With an idea to bring the Universities under control, Lord Curzon 
appointed Raleigh Commission. 

2. The Raleigh Commission had no Indian member. 
3. Indian Universities Act 1904 found its genesis in Raleigh Bill. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 
(c) 1 and 2 
(d) 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: Lord Curzon 

 He was a true successor of Lord Dalhousie. He was great 

imperialist, authoritarian in temperament, ruthless in his ways 
and wanted to achieve too much at too great pace. 

 The time of his governorship (1899-1905), was the formative phase 
of Indian national movement. Thus he tried to strangulate Indian 

nationalism and freedom movement by all fair and foul means. 

 In 1902, Raleigh Commission was set up to go into conditions and 

prospects of universities in India and to suggest measures for 
improvement in their constitution and working. The commission 

precluded from reporting on primary or secondary education.  

 The Raleigh Commission had only one Indian member, Syed 

Hussain Belgrami. 

 Based on its recommendations, the Indian Universities Act was 

passed in1904. As per the Act, 
o universities were to give more attention to study and 

research; 

o the number of fellows of a university and their period in 
office were reduced and most fellows were to be nominated 

by the Government; 
o Government was to have powers to veto universities’ senate 

regulations and could amend these regulations or pass 

regulations on its own; 
o conditions were to be made stricter for affiliation of private 

colleges; and 

o five lakh rupees were to be sanctioned per annum for five 
years for improvement of higher education and universities. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/03/lord-curzon/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/03/savitribai-phule/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/03/lord-curzon/
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23. Which of the following reforms is/are happened during the tenure of Lord 
Curzon?  
1. Police Reforms 
2. Establishment of Agriculture Research Institute in Guwahati 
3. Setting up of Imperial cadet corps 
4. the Ancient Monuments Act, 1904 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 
(d) All of the above 

Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 Educational: To set the educational system in order, he instituted 
in 1902, a Universities Commission to go into the entire question of 

university education in the country. On the basis of the findings 
and recommendations of the Commission, Curzon brought in the 
Indian Universities Act of 1904, which brought all the 

universities in India under the control of the government. 

 Scientific: The Agriculture Research Institute in Pusa (Bihar – 

Bengal Presidency) was established. 

 Administrative: He made efforts for police reforms, eliminating the 

corruption and to promote the economic development. He provided 
a revival to conservatism in India by refurbishing the main features 

of Lord Mayo’s policies. He instituted a Police Commission in 
1902 under the chairmanship of Sir Andrew Frazer. Curzon 
accepted all the recommendations and implemented them. He set 

up training schools for both the officers and the constables and 
introduced provincial police service. During Curzon regime, the 
Northwest Frontier Province (NWFP) was established which covered 

roughly the areas of upper course of River Indus. 

 Military: Imperial cadet corps was set up which became an 

instrument for Indianisation of army later. 

 Other reforms: He passed a law called the Ancient Monuments 

Act, 1904 which made it obligatory on the part of the government 
and local authorities to preserve the monuments of archaeological 

importance and their destruction an offence. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/03/lord-curzon/ 

 

24. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 

1. Lyall Commission – Lord Landsdowne 
2. Hunter Education Commission – Lord Curzon 
3. Richard Strachey Commission – Lord Ripon  
Select the correct answer using the code below 
(a) 1 and 3 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/03/lord-curzon/
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(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 
(d) None of the above 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 Lyall Commission – Lord Elgin II (1894-98) appointed the Lyall 

Commission to look into the issue of famines. During his tenure 
the Chapekar Brothers assassinated two senior British officials. 

 Hunter Education Commission – The General Council of 
Education requested Lord Ripon, the viceroy of India to institute an 

enquiry into Indian education. Lord Ripon appointed the Indian 
Education Commission on 3rd February 1882, with Sir Willium 
Hunter as its Chairman. It is known as Hunter Commission of 

1882. 

 Richard Strachey Commission (1880) – it was created to develop 

a general strategy and principles to deal with the famines. It was 
the first Famine commission and was constituted during the period 

of Lord Lytton. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/03/lord-curzon/ 

25. Consider the following statements 

1. In the Rajya Sabha, the deputy chairperson heads the committee of 
privileges 

2. The Speaker/RS chairperson is the first level of scrutiny of a privilege 
motion in their respective houses. 

Which of the given statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

 The Speaker/RS chairperson is the first level of scrutiny of a 

privilege motion. The Speaker/Chair can decide on the privilege 
motion himself or herself or refer it to the privileges committee of 
Parliament. If the Speaker/Chair gives consent under Rule 222, 

the member concerned is given an opportunity to make a short 
statement. 

What is the privileges committee? 

 In the Lok Sabha, the Speaker nominates a committee of privileges 

consisting of 15 members as per respective party strengths. A 
report is then presented to the House for its consideration. The 

Speaker may permit a half-hour debate while considering the 
report. The Speaker may then pass final orders or direct that the 
report be tabled before the House. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/03/lord-curzon/
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 A resolution may then be moved relating to the breach of privilege 

that has to be unanimously passed. In the Rajya Sabha, the 
deputy chairperson heads the committee of privileges, that 

consists of 10 members. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/03/parliamentary-privileges/ 

 

26. Recently Kalapani territory issue was in news, the issue is between India 
and 
(a) Nepal 

(b) Bangladesh 
(c) Bhutan 

(d) China 
Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 Nepal and India are planning to resolve the Kalapani border issue 
through dialogue. India has clarified that the latest political map of 

India reflects the sovereign territory of India. 

  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/03/kalapani-territory-2/ 

27. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?  
1. Mig 29 – USA 
2. Rafale – France 
3. Gripen – Isreal 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 2 only 
(b) 1 and 2 

(c) 3 only 
(d) 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 Mig 29 – Soviet Union 

 Rafale – France 

 Gripen – Sweden 

Refer: Facts For Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/03/139680/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/03/parliamentary-privileges/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/03/kalapani-territory-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/03/139680/
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28. Recently Chiang Mai Initiative has been in news for sometimes, is 

primarily related 
(a) Currency Swap Agreement 

(b) Free trade agreement  
(c) Nuclear arms deal 
(d) Reforms in Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 The Chiang Mai Initiative (CMI) is a multilateral currency swap 
arrangement among the ten members of the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the People's Republic of China 
(including Hong Kong), Japan, and South Korea. 

29. Which of the following is the outermost layer of Sun? 

(a) Corona 
(b) Chromosphere 
(c) Photosphere 

(d) Radiation Region 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 Corona - The corona is the outermost layer of the Sun, starting 

at about 1300 miles (2100 km) above the solar surface (the 
photosphere). The temperature in the corona is 500,000 K 
(900,000 degrees F, 500,000 degrees C) or more, up to a few 

million K. The corona cannot be seen with the naked eye except 
during a total solar eclipse, or with the use of a coronagraph. The 

corona does not have an upper limit.  

  

Refer: https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/iris/multimedia/layerzoo.html 

https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/iris/multimedia/layerzoo.html
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30. Consider the following statements. 

1. Article 341 of the Constitution provides certain privileges and 
concessions to the members of Scheduled Castes. 

2. President alone is vested with the power to include or exclude any 
entry in the Scheduled Castes (SC) list. 

3. There is provision for the reservation of Scheduled Castes both in the 

Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1 and 3 
Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 Article 341 of the Constitution provides certain privileges and 
concessions to the members of Scheduled Castes. 

 Under the provision of Article 341, first list of SCs in relation to a 
states/UT is to be issued by a notified Order of the President after 

consulting concerned state Government. 

 But the clause (2) of Article 341 envisages that, any subsequent 

inclusion in or exclusion from the list of Scheduled Castes can be 
effected through an Act of Parliament. 

 The Uttar Pradesh government’s latest attempt to extend the 
benefits available to Scheduled Castes to 17 castes that are now 

under the Other Backward Classes (OBC) list. It is fairly well- 
known that Parliament alone is vested with the power to include or 
exclude any entry in the SC list under Article 341 of the 

Constitution. 

 Statement 3: Reservation is there only in the Lok Sabha. 

 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 4th-Jan-2020 
 

31. Consider the following statements about Zonal Councils: 
1. Zonal Councils are statutory bodies established under North- Eastern 

Council Act, 1971. 

2. They are only deliberative and advisory bodies. 
3. Union Home Minister is the Chairman of each of these Councils. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (c) 
Explanation: Zonal councils: 
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 Statutory bodies established under the States Reorganisation Act 

1956 and not constitutional bodies. They are only deliberative and 
advisory bodies. 

 Aim: to promote interstate cooperation and coordination. 

 The Union Home Minister is the Chairman of each of these 

Councils. 

 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/zonal-councils-2/ 

32. With reference to UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN), consider the 

following statements: 
1. It was launched in 2004 to promote cooperation among cities which 

recognized creativity as a major factor in their urban development. 
2. UCCN covers seven creative fields. 
3. Currently, there are eight Indian cities in UNESCO Creative Cities 

Network. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 2 and 3 

(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 1 only 

(d) All of the above 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 The UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) was created in 
2004 to promote cooperation with and among cities that have 

identified creativity as a strategic factor for sustainable urban 
development. 

 The Network covers seven creative fields: Crafts and Folk Arts, 
Media Arts, Film, Design, Gastronomy, Literature and Music. 

 As of November, 2019, there are five Indian cities in UNESCO 
Creative Cities Network (UCCN) as follows: 

o Jaipur-Crafts and Folk Arts (2015). 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/zonal-councils-2/
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o Varanasi-Creative city of Music (2015). 

o Chennai-Creative city of Music (2017). 
o Mumbai – Film (2019). 

o Hyderabad – Gastronomy (2019). 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/unesco-creative-cities-network-uccn/ 

33. Consider the following statements 

1. FAME-II Scheme is a part of the National Electric Mobility Mission 
Plan 

2. The outlay of ₹20,000 crore has been made for three years till 2022 for 

FAME 2 scheme. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: FAME-II Scheme (Department of Heavy Industries) 

 The main objective of the scheme is to encourage Faster adoption 

of Electric and hybrid vehicle by way of offering upfront Incentive 
on purchase of Electric vehicles and also by way of establishing a 
necessary charging Infrastructure for electric vehicles. The scheme 

will help in addressing the issue of environmental pollution and 
fuel security. 

 Total fund requirement for this scheme is Rs. 10,000 crores over 

three years from 2019-20 to 2021-22. 

 Emphasis is on electrification of the public transportation that 

includes shared transport. 

 Establishment of Charging stations are also proposed on major 

highways connecting major city clusters. 

 On such highways, charging stations will be established on both 

sides of the road at an interval of about 25 km each. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/fame-ii-scheme-3/ 

34. Recently, which of the following has set up New and Emerging Strategic 
Technologies division to deal with security implications of 5G, AI? 

(a) Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 
(b) National Institution for Transforming India 

(c) Ministry of Science and Technology  
(d) Ministry of External Affairs 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

 MEA Sets Up New And Emerging Strategic Technologies Division 

To Deal With Security Implications Of 5G, AI. 

 In a bid to deal with emerging security implications arising due to 

emergence of new technologies like 5G and artificial intelligence, 
the Ministry of External Affairs has announced the setting up of a 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/unesco-creative-cities-network-uccn/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/fame-ii-scheme-3/
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new division on New and Emerging Strategic Technologies 

(NEST). 

 The development comes as the government has allowed all telecom 

equipment makers, including Chinese Huawei, to participate in the 
5G trials. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/new-and-emerging-strategic-
technologies-nest/ 

35. Extraocular Vision, has been mentioned in news sometimes, it primarily 
refers to 

(a) The ability to see without eyes. 
(b) The ability to resolve scenes without discrete eyes. 

(c) The ability to "read" or to detect colors in the dark with their 
fingertips. 

(d) All of the above 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 Some individuals have the ability to "read" or to detect colors in the 
dark with their fingertips. This phenomenon is called extraocular 

vision. 

 The ability to see without eyes is known as extraocular vision. 

Previous researchers have defined it as the ability to resolve scenes 
without discrete eyes. 

 In sea urchins and brittle stars, researchers suspect that 

extraocular vision is facilitated by the photoreceptor cells found on 
their bodies. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-04-january-2020/ 

36. Recently ‘Cyber Safe Women’ initiative has been launched by which of the 

following state? 
(a) Maharashtra 
(b) Telangana 

(c) Andhra Pradesh 
(d) Karnataka 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 The Maharashtra government has launched a ‘cyber safe 

women’ campaign across the state, on the birth anniversary of 
Indian social reformer, Savitribai Phule. 

 The cyber safe women initiative aims to spread awareness 
regarding the atrocities committed against women and children as 

well as the laws regarding cybercrime. 

 It will educate women about how the web is used by anti-social 

elements to commit various types of crimes. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/new-and-emerging-strategic-technologies-nest/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/new-and-emerging-strategic-technologies-nest/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-04-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-04-january-2020/
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Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-04-january-2020/ 

37. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 

1. Kandangi saree – Karnataka 
2. Patola saree – Punjab 
3. Kanjeevaram saree –Tamil Nadu 
4. Gamusa – Assam 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1 and 4 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 
(c) 3 and 4 

(d) All of the above 
Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 The products — the Dindigul lock and the Kandangi saree — 
were given the GI tag by the Geographical Indications Registry in 

Chennai, 2019 
o The famous Dindigul locks are known throughout the world 

for their superior quality and durability, so much so that 
even the city is called Lock City. 

o The abundance of iron in this region is the reason for the 

growth of the lock-making industry. 
o The original Kandangi saree is manually made using a 

winding machine, loom, shuttle and bobbin. It is a team 

effort of the families who live in the town of Karaikudi and it 
forms part of their livelihood. These sarees are characterised 

by the large contrast borders, and some of them are known 
to have borders covering as much as two-thirds of the saree. 

 Patola, the trademark saree of Gujarat, is considered to be very 

costly and worn only by royals or aristocrats. 
o It is a double ikat woven sari, usually made from silk, 

made in Patan, Gujarat, India. 
o It has received a Geographical Indication (GI) tag in 2013. 

 Kanchipuram Silk is a type of silk saree made in the 
Kanchipuram region in Tamil Nadu. 

o It has been recognized as a Geographical indication by the 
Government of India in 2005-06 

 Gamosa: Assam 

o  It is generally a white rectangular piece of cloth with 
primarily a red border on three sides and red woven motifs 

on the fourth (in addition to red, other colors are also used).  
o Although cotton yarn is the most common material for 

making/weaving gamosas, there are special occasion ones 

made from Pat silk. 
o There are efforts underway to have the Gamosa registered 

with the Geographical Indication. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-04-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-04-january-2020/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (January 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

27 

   

Refer: Refer: Facts for Prelims: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-
04-january-2020/ 

38. The play is set in the ancient city of Ujjayini during the reign of the King 
Palaka, near the end of the Pradyota dynasty that made up the first 
quarter of the fifth century BC. The central story is that of a noble but 
impoverished young Brahmin, who falls in love with a wealthy courtesan 
or nagarvadhu. Despite their mutual affection, however, the couple's lives 
and love are threatened when a vulgar courtier, Samsthanaka, begins to 
aggressively pursue Vasantasena.  
The above passage refers to which of the following earliest known 

Sanskrit play? 
(a) Mrichchhakatika 
(b) Malavikagnimitra 

(c) Abhijnanasakuntalam 
(d) Vikramorvasiyam 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 'Mrichchhakatika' or 'The little clay art' is an ancient Sanskrit 

play written by king Sudraka (Ujjayini) in 3rd century A.D. 

 This Sanskrit drama attributed to Sudraka, an ancient playwright 

whose is possibly from the 5th century AD, and who is identified by 
the prologue as a Kshatriya king as well as a devotee of Siva who 

lived for 100 years. 

 The play is set in the ancient city of Ujjayini during the reign of the 

King Palaka, near the end of the Pradyota dynasty that made up 
the first quarter of the fifth century BC. 

 The central story is that of a noble but impoverished young 
Brahmin, who falls in love with a wealthy courtesan or 

nagarvadhu. 

 Despite their mutual affection, however, the couple's lives and love 

are threatened when a vulgar courtier, Samsthanaka, also known 
as Shakara, begins to aggressively pursue Vasantasena. 

39. Recently Mahajan Commission Report was in news for sometimes, it is 

primarily related to 
(a) Belgaum Border Dispute 

(b) Mahadayi River Water Sharing Dispute 
(c) Kalapani Territorial Dispute 
(d) Muzaffarpur Communal Riots 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 The commission was headed by the third Chief Justice of the 

Supreme Court of India, Meher Chand Mahajan. The commission, 
upon review of Maharashtra's claims, recommended the exchange 

of several villages in Belgaum district between the two states, but 
rejected Maharashtra's claim on Belgaum city. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-04-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/04/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-04-january-2020/
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 The following are the summary of Mahajan committee report. 

o Belgaum to continue in Karnataka 
o Around 247 villages/places including Jatta, Akkalakote, 

Sholapur to be part of Karnataka 
o Around 264 villages/places including Nandagad, Nippani 

Khanapur to be part of Maharashtra 
o Kasaragod (of Kerala) to be part of Karnataka 

40. Consider the following statements with respect to Elephanta Caves: 

1. The Elephanta Caves contain rock cut stone sculptures that show 
syncretism of Hindu and Buddhist ideas and iconography. 

2. Elephanta Caves were designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
3. The Trimurti is considered a masterpiece and the most important 

sculpture in the caves. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 2 and 3 

(b) 1 and 3 
(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 Elephanta anciently known as Gharapuri, the island capital of 
Konkan Mauryas, is celebrated for its colossal image of Mahesa 

murti with three heads each representing a different form.  

 The Elephanta Caves serve as a great tourist attraction in the 

vicinity of the large Mumbai metropolis.  

 The cave temple, dedicated to Lord Shiva, was excavated 

sometime in the 8th century by the Rashtrakuta kings, who ruled 
the area between A.D (757-973). 

 The Elephanta caves is a conglomeration of seven caves, out of 

which the most important is the Mahesa-murti cave. 

 There are sculptured compartments in this cave with remarkable 
images of Ardhanarisvara, Kalyana-sundara Shiva, Ravana lifting 

Kailasa, Andhakari-Murti (slaying of Andhaka demon) and 
Nataraja Shiva. 

 The cave complex has been given the status of world heritage by 

UNESCO. 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 7th -Jan-2020 
 

41. With reference to Constitution of India, Consider the following 
statements  

1. The right under Article 29 includes the right of a minority to impart 
education to its children in its own language. 

2. Article 30 provides that no citizen shall be denied admission into any 

educational institution maintained by the State on grounds only of 
religion, race, caste, or language. 
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Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 Only 
(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 Nor 2 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

 Article 30 grants the following rights to minorities, whether 

religious or linguistic: 
o All minorities shall have the right to establish and 

administer educational institutions of their choice. 

o The compensation amount fixed by the State for the 
compulsory acquisition of any property of a minority 

educational institution shall not restrict or abrogate the right 
guaranteed to them. This provision was added by the 44th 
Amendment Act of 1978 to protect the right of minorities in 

this regard. The Act deleted the right to property as a 
Fundamental Right (Article 31). 

o In granting aid, the State shall not discriminate against any 
educational institution managed by a minority. 

 Thus, the protection under Article 30 is confined only to minorities 

(religious or linguistic) and does not extend to any section of 
citizens (as under Article 29). However, the term ‘minority’ has not 

been defined anywhere in the Constitution. 

 The right under Article 30 also includes the right of a minority 

to impart education to its children in its own language.  

 Article 29 provides that any section of the citizens residing in any 

part of India having a distinct language, script or culture of its 
own, shall have the right to conserve the same. Further, no 
citizen shall be denied admission into any educational 

institution maintained by the State or receiving aid out of 
State funds on grounds only of religion, race, caste, or 

language. 
o The first provision protects the right of a group while the 

second provision guarantees the right of a citizen as an 

individual irrespective of the community to which he belongs. 
o Article 29 grants protection to both religious minorities as 

well as linguistic minorities. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/state-can-regulate-minority-
institutions/ 

42. The Eighth Schedule to the Constitution of India lists the official 

languages of the Republic of India. In the context of this, which of the 
following languages is\are not part of Eighth Schedule? 

1. English 
2. Tulu 
3. Urdu 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/state-can-regulate-minority-institutions/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/state-can-regulate-minority-institutions/
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4. Nepali 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 3 
(d) 1, 2 and 4 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 The 22 languages which are listed in the Eighth Schedule are 

Assamese, Bengali, Bodo, Dogri, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, 
Kashmiri, Konkani, Maithili, Malayalam, Manipuri, Marathi, 

Nepali, Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Santali, Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu 
and Urdu 

 Tulu and English are not listed in Eighth Schedule of the Indian 
Constitution. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/eighth-schedule/ 

43. Consider the following statements 
1. Tulu language is mostly written using the Kannada script. 

2. Tulu is the primary spoken language in some parts of Karnataka and 
Goa. 

3. According to Census report 2001, Tulu-speaking people are larger in 
number than speakers of Manipuri and Sanskrit. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 Tulu is a Dravidian language whose speakers are concentrated in 

two coastal districts of Karnataka and in Kasaragod district of 
Kerala. Kasaragod district is called ‘Sapta bhasha Samgama Bhumi 
(the confluence of seven languages)’, and Tulu is among the seven. 

 The Census reports 18,46,427 native speakers of Tulu in India. 
The Tulu-speaking people are larger in number than speakers of 

Manipuri and Sanskrit, which have the Eighth Schedule status. 

 The various medieval inscriptions of Tulu from the 15th century 

are in the Tigalari alphabet script. Two Tulu epics named Sri 
Bhagavato and Kaveri from the 17th century were also written in 

the same script. 

 However, in modern times the Tulu language is mostly written 

using the Kannada script. 

 The Tulu language is known for its oral literature in the form of 

epic poems called Paddana. The Epic of Siri and the legend of Koti 
and Chennayya belong to this category of Tulu literature. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/eighth-schedule/
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/eighth-schedule/ 

44. Recently NetSCoFAN has been in news for sometimes, it is primarily 

related to 
(a) It is group of dedicated scientist working for ISROs upcoming Moon 

Mission. 

(b) A network of academics and institutions working in the area of food 
and nutrition. 

(c) Group of freelancers working in the area of cyber security. 
(d) None of the above 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 Union Health Minister launched NetSCoFAN (Network for 

Scientific Co-operation for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition), 
a network of research & academic institutions working in the area 
of food & nutrition. 

 It would comprise of eight groups of institutions working in 
different areas viz. biological, chemical, nutrition & labelling, food 

of animal origin, food of plant origin, water & beverages, food 
testing, and safer & sustainable packaging. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/netscofan/ 

45. Consider the following statements with respect to Indian Data Relay 
Satellite System: 

1. It will be a set of satellites that will track, send and receive 
information from Indian Satellites. 

2. IDRSS satellites of the 2,000 kg class would be launched on the GSLV 
launcher to low earth orbits. 

3. IDRSS is the first of its kind in the global space industry. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 

(b) 1 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 3 
(d) 1 and 2 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 The IDRSS is planned to track and be constantly in touch with 
Indian satellites, in particular those in low-earth orbits which 

have limited coverage of earth. 

 IDRSS satellites of the 2,000 kg class would be launched on the 

GSLV launcher to geostationary orbits around 36,000 km away.  

 IDRSS will be similar to the American Tracking and Data Relay 

Satellite System, European Data Relay and the Luch Satellite Data 
Relay Network of Russia. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/indian-data-relay-satellite-system/ 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/eighth-schedule/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/netscofan/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/indian-data-relay-satellite-system/
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46. Consider the following statements 

1. NDRF funds managed by the Central Government 
2. NDRF funds are part of contingency fund of India and kept as “Reserve 

Funds not bearing interest”. 
3. NDRF amount can be spent only towards meeting the expenses for 

emergency response, relief and rehabilitation. 

4. Currently, a National Calamity Contingency Duty (NCCD) is levied to 
finance the NDRF. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 
(b) 1, 3 and 4 

(c) 1 and 3 
(d) All of the above 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF): 

 National Calamity Contingency Fund (NCCF) was renamed as 

National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) with the enactment of 
the Disaster Management Act in 2005.  

 It is a fund managed by the Central Government for meeting the 
expenses for emergency response, relief and rehabilitation due to 

any threatening disaster situation or disaster. 

 Located in the “Public Accounts” of Government of India under 

“Reserve Funds not bearing interest“. 

 Currently, a National Calamity Contingency Duty (NCCD) is 

levied to finance the NDRF and additional budgetary support is 
provided as and when necessary. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/national-disaster-response-fund/ 

47. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 
Festivals –   State 

1. Zo Kutpui – Manipur 
2. Lai Haraoba – Tripura 
3. Dhanu Jatra – Odisha 
4. Mandu – Madya Pradesh 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 4 
(b) 1 and 3 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 

(d) 1, 3 and 4 
Ans: (c) 
Explanation: Festivals in News: 

 Zo Kutpui Festival– Mizoram 

 Lai Haraoba Festival – Tripura 

 Dhanu Jatra Festival – Odisha 

 Mandu Festival – Madya Pradesh 

 Orange Festival – Manipur 

 Hornbill Festival – Nagaland 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/national-disaster-response-fund/
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 Sangai Festival – Manipur 

 Bali Yatra festival –Odisha 

 Chhath festival – Bihar 

 Mela Kheer Bhawani festival –Jammu & Kashmir 

 Bihu festival – Assam 

 Flamingo festival – Andhra Pradesh 

 Nongkrem Dance Festival – Meghalaya 

Refer: Facts For Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-07-january-2020/ 

48.  A large bird with a horizontal body and long bare legs, this bird is among 
the heaviest of the flying birds. Once common on the dry plains of the 
Indian subcontinent, as few as 150 individuals were estimated to survive 
in 2018 (reduced from an estimated 250 individuals in 2011) and the 
species is critically endangered by hunting and loss of its habitat, which 
consists of large expanses of dry grassland and scrub. These birds are 
often found associated in the same habitat as blackbuck. It is protected 
under Wildlife Protection Act 1972 of India.  
The above given passage refers to which of the following bird species? 

(a) Siberian  Crane 
(b) Great Indian Bustard 
(c) Forest Owlet 

(d) Spoon Billed Sandpiper 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: Great Indian Bustard: 

 IUCN status: critically endangered. 

 Found in Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. 

 Listed in Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection)Act, 1972 and 

in the CMS Convention and in Appendix I of CITES. 

 Identified as one of the species for the recovery programme under 

the Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats of the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests. 

 Protected areas: Desert National Park Sanctuary — Rajasthan, 
Rollapadu Wildlife Sanctuary – Andhra Pradesh and Karera Wildlife 

Sanctuary– Madhya Pradesh. 

Refer: Facts For Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-07-january-2020/ 

49. Rollapadu Wildlife Sanctuary, is primarily a grassland ecosystem with 
mixed forests and thorny bushes, has been in news for sometimes, it is 
located in 

(a) Andhra Pradesh 
(b) Telangana 

(c) Tamil Nadu 
(d) Kerala 
Ans: (a) 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-07-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-07-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-07-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-07-january-2020/
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Explanation: 

 Rollapadu wildlife sanctuary (Andhra Pradesh), known primarily 
as a habitat of the great Indian bustard. 

 Wildlife Sanctuary is primarily a grassland ecosystem with mixed 
forests and thorny bushes. Cotton, tobacco and sunflower are 

cultivated in the agricultural lands that border the sanctuary. 

Refer: Facts For Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-07-january-2020/ 

50. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 
Straits  –  Connects/Sea 

1. Yucatan Strait – Gulf of Mexico & Caribbean Sea 
2. Mesina Strait –  Tyrrhenian Sea & Ionian Sea 
3. Bosporous Strait - Black Sea & Marmara Sea 
4. Otranto Strait – Irish Sea & Atlantic Ocean 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1 and 3 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 
(c) 2 , 3 and 4 
(d) All of the above 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 Yucatan Strait: Gulf of Mexico & Caribbean Sea 

 
 Messina Strait: Tyrrhenian Sea & Ionian Sea 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-07-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/07/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-07-january-2020/
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 Bosphorus Strait: Black Sea and Marmara Sea 
 

 
 Otranto Strait: Adriatic Sea & Ionian Sea 
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 8th -Jan-2020 
 

51. With reference to Pradhan Mantri Laghu Vyapari Maan-dhan Yojana, 
Consider the following statements: 

1. The scheme is based on self-declaration as no documents are required 
except bank account, Pan Card and Aadhaar Card. 

2. All small shopkeepers, self-employed persons and retail traders aged 
between 18-40 years can enrol for pension scheme. 

3. Under the scheme, the government makes matching contribution in 
the subscribers’ account with quarterly assured pension of ₹3,000 

after attaining the age of 60 years. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 only  
(d) None of the above 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

 The scheme is based on self-declaration as no documents are 

required except bank account and Aadhaar Card. 

 All small shopkeepers, self-employed persons and retail traders 

aged between 18-40 years and with Goods and Service Tax (GST) 
turnover below Rs.1.5 crore can enrol for pension scheme. 

 The government launched the scheme, entailing monthly 
minimum assured pension of  ₹3,000 for the entry age group of 

18-40 years after attaining the age of 60 years, with effect from 
July 22, 2019. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/08/pradhan-mantri-laghu-vyapari-maan-
dhan-yojana/ 

52. Consider the following statements: 
1. Switzerland is the protecting power of the United States interests in 

Iran. 
2. The institution of protecting power dates back to the World War II. 
3. In time of war, the Geneva Conventions require the protecting power 

to be a neutral country. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 
(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 The protecting power is appointed by the sending state and must 
also be acceptable to the host state. It must therefore maintain 

diplomatic relations with both states.  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/08/pradhan-mantri-laghu-vyapari-maan-dhan-yojana/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/08/pradhan-mantri-laghu-vyapari-maan-dhan-yojana/
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 In time of war, the Geneva Conventions also require the 

protecting power to be a neutral country. The specific 
responsibilities and arrangements are agreed between the 

protecting power, the sending state, and the host country. 

 The institution of protecting power dates back to the Franco-

Prussian War of 1870 and was formalized in the Geneva 
Convention of 1929.  

 In addition, the International Red Cross may itself be appointed a 
protecting power under Protocol I (1977). 

 The practice of selecting a protecting power in time of peace was 
formalized in the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations 

(1961). 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/08/what-is-protecting-power/ 

53. Consider the following statements:  

1. Farmer Connect Portal has been set up by APEDA, under the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. 

2. The Companies Act was amended by incorporating Section-IX A in it 
to allow creation and registration of Farmers Producers Organisations 
under it. 

3. APEDA is mandated with the responsibility of export promotion and 
development of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 2 
(d) 3 only 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 A Farmer Connect Portal has been set up by APEDA on its 

website for providing a platform for Farmer Producer Organisations 
(FPOs) and Farmer Producer Companies (FPCs) to interact with 

exporters. 

 APEDA, under the Ministry of Commerce and Industries, 

promotes export of agricultural and processed food products from 
India. 

 APEDA is mandated with the responsibility of export promotion 

and development of Alcoholic and Non-Alcoholic Beverages. 

 Farmers’ Producer Organisation (FPO), also known as farmers’ 

producer company (FPC), is an entity formed by primary 
producers. 

o The Companies Act was amended by incorporating Section-
IX A in it to allow creation and registration of FPOs under it. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/08/agricultural-and-processed-food-
products-export-development-authority-apeda/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/08/what-is-protecting-power/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/08/agricultural-and-processed-food-products-export-development-authority-apeda/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/08/agricultural-and-processed-food-products-export-development-authority-apeda/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (January 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

38 

   

54. Consider the following statements about Small finance banks: 

1. SFBs with a small finance bank license can provide basic banking 
service of acceptance of deposits and lending. 

2. Existing non-banking financial companies (NBFC), microfinance 
institutions (MFI) and local area banks (LAB) can apply to become 
small finance banks. 

3. SFBs 25% of its net credits should be in priority sector lending and 
50% of the loans in its portfolio must in ₹75 lakh. 

4. Usha Thorat and Nachiket Mor were headed the External Advisory 

Committee (EAC) to evaluate applications received for small finance 
banks. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 
(b) 1 and 2 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 
(d) 1, 2 and 4 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 Usha Thorat was the chairperson of the External Advisory 

Committee (EAC) to evaluate applications received for small 
finance banks, while Dr. Nachiket Mor was the chairperson of the 

EAC for payment banks.  

 Summary of Regulation: 

o Existing non-banking financial companies (NBFC), 
microfinance institutions (MFI) and local area banks (LAB) 
can apply to become small finance banks. 

o They can be promoted either by individuals, corporate, trusts 
or societies. 

o They are established as public limited companies in the 
private sector under the Companies Act, 1956. 

o They are governed by the provisions of Reserve Bank of India 

Act, 1934, Banking Regulation Act, 1949 and other relevant 
statutes. 

o The banks will not be restricted to any region. 
o They were set up with the twin objectives of providing an 

institutional mechanism for promoting rural and semi urban 

savings and for providing credit for viable economic activities 
in the local areas. 

o 75% of its net credits should be in priority sector lending and 
50% of the loans in its portfolio must in ₹25 lakh 

(US$38,000) range.[2] 
o The firms must have a capital of at least ₹100 crore (US$15 

million). 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/08/small-finance-banks-2/ 
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55. Consider the following statements 

1. Scientific Social Responsibility (SSR) is the confluence of scientific 
knowledge with visionary leadership and social conscience. 

2. SSR policy would involve three different categories of stakeholders: 
beneficiaries, implementers and supporters. 

3. A special purpose vehicle will be established to take care of SSR policy 

implementation under the overall coordination of DST. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 2 and 3 
(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1 only 
Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 Scientific Social Responsibility (SSR) is the confluence of scientific 
knowledge with visionary leadership and social conscience. SSR is 

about building synergies among all stakeholders in our scientific 
knowledge community and also about developing linkages between 

science and society. 

 SSR policy would involve four different categories of 

stakeholders: beneficiaries, implementers, assessors and 
supporters (BIAS) 

 As a first step towards implementing SSR, a national digital portal 

would have to be established wherein societal needs requiring 
scientific interventions are captured and available for SSR 

implementers, in addition to providing a platform for reporting of 
SSR activities. A special purpose vehicle or body/agency needs 

to be established to take care of SSR policy implementation 
under the overall coordination of DST. 

 This body will evolve suitable changes for guidelines on SSR from 

time to time taking into consideration the dynamic changes in the 
economic and scientific environment of the country. This body 

would be guided by an advisory committee/board comprising of 
diverse stakeholders from science and society. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/08/scientific-social-responsibility-ssr-
policy-2/ 

56. Consider the following statements 
1. NAAC was established in 1994 in response to recommendations of 

Kothari Commission. 
2. It is an autonomous organisation that assesses and accredits 

institutions of higher education in India. 

3. NAAC certifies institutions of higher learning including the institutes 
providing technical education. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 2 only 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/08/scientific-social-responsibility-ssr-policy-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/08/scientific-social-responsibility-ssr-policy-2/
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(c) 1 and 2 

(d) 2 and 3 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 Kothari commission was set-up in 1964 under the chairmanship 

of Dr. D.S Kothari. It reviewed almost all aspects of the education 
system without limiting itself to any one particular aspect, unlike 
the commissions that came before and after it. 

 NAAC is established by University Grants Commission (UGC) to 
assess and accredit institution of higher learning in the country. 

 The NAAC was originally formed in 1992 as a result of 
recommendations from ‘National Policy on Education – 1986’ 

which emphasizes on deteriorating quality of higher education in 
the country. 

 It is an autonomous organisation that assesses and accredits 

institutions of higher education in India. 

 The NAAC certifies institutions of higher learning (Colleges, 
Universities, Institutes, etc) in the country; however, it does not 

include the institutes providing technical education. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/08/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-08-january-2020/ 

57. Recently MOSAiC expedition was in news for sometimes, With reference 

to this consider the following statements: 
1. It is the largest ever Atlantic expedition in history. 

2. It is spearheaded by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 
USA. 

3. It will be the first to conduct a study of this scale at the North Pole for 

an entire year. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 2 and 3 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 1 only 

(d) 1 and 3 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 India’s Vishnu Nandan will be the only Indian aboard the 
multidisciplinary drifting observatory for the Study of Arctic 

Climate (MOSAiC) expedition. 

 Spearheaded by the Alfred Wegener Institute in Germany. 

 It is the largest ever Arctic expedition in history. 

 It will be the first to conduct a study of this scale at the North Pole 

for an entire year. 

 The aim of the expedition will be to parameterise the atmospheric, 
geophysical, oceanographic and all other possible variables in the 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/08/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-08-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/08/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-08-january-2020/
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Arctic, and use it to more accurately forecast the changes in our 

weather systems. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/10/07/multidisciplinary-drifting-
observatory-for-the-study-of-arctic-climate-mosaic-expedition/ 

58. Buddha’s life – where he was born (Lumbini), where he attained 
enlightenment (Bodh Gaya), where he gave his first sermon (Sarnath) and 
where he attained nibbana (Kusinagara). Gradually, each of these places 
came to be regarded as sacred. With reference to this, Arrange the 
following given Buddhist sites in the direction of North to South: 

1. Lumbini 
2. Bodh Gaya 
3. Kusinagara 

4. Sarnath 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1-4-3-2 
(b) 1-3-4-2 
(c) 3-1-2-4 

(d) 3-2-1-4 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/10/07/multidisciplinary-drifting-observatory-for-the-study-of-arctic-climate-mosaic-expedition/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/10/07/multidisciplinary-drifting-observatory-for-the-study-of-arctic-climate-mosaic-expedition/
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59. Which of the following is/are the areas of Late Harappan occupation? 

1. Jhukar 
2. Rangpur II 
3. Kot Diji 
4. Nageswar 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 

(c) 3 and 4  
(d) 2 and 4 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 Areas of early Harappan sites 

  
 Areas of Mature Harappan sites: 

  
 Areas of late Harappan sites: 
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60. Uzhavar during the Sangam period of Indian history were generally 
(a) Large land owner 

(b) Ploughmen 
(c) Slaves 
(d) Singing bards 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 Early Tamil literature (the Sangam texts) mentions different 
categories of people living in the villages – large landowners or 

vellalar, ploughmen or uzhavar andslaves or adimai. It is likely 
that these differences were based on differential access to land, 
labour and some of the new technologies.  

 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 9st Jan-2020 
 

61. Consider the following statements with reference to Adjusted Gross 
Revenue (AGR): 
1. Adjusted Gross Revenue is the usage and licensing fee that telecom 

operators are charged by TRAI. 
2. As per TRAI, Adjusted Gross Revenue will comprise only the revenues 

generated from telecom services. 
3. Recently Supreme Court has upheld the definition of Adjusted Gross 

Revenue (AGR) calculation as stipulated by the Department of 
Telecommunications. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 3 only 
(b) 1 and 3 
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(c) 2 only 

(d) 1 and 2 
Ans: (a)  

Explanation: Issue Of AGR: Short Summary 

 The telecom sector was liberalised under the National Telecom 

Policy, 1994 after which licenses were issued to companies in 
return for a fixed license fee.  

 To provide relief from the steep fixed license fee, the government in 

1999 gave an option to the licensees to migrate to the revenue 
sharing fee model. 

 Under this, mobile telephone operators were required to share a 
percentage of their AGR with the government as annual license fee 

(LF) and spectrum usage charges (SUC).  

 License agreements between the Department of 

Telecommunications (DoT) and the telecom companies define the 
gross revenues of the latter. AGR is then computed after allowing 

for certain deductions spelt out in these license agreements. The 
LF and SUC were set at 8 per cent and between 3-5 per cent of 
AGR respectively, based on the agreement. 

 The dispute between DoT and the mobile operators was mainly on 
the definition of AGR. The DoT argued that AGR includes all 

revenues (before discounts) from both telecom and non-
telecom services. The companies claimed that AGR should 
comprise just the revenue accrued from core services and not 

dividend, interest income or profit on sale of any investment 
or fixed assets. 

 In 2005, Cellular Operators Association of India (COAI) challenged 
the government’s definition for AGR calculation. 

 In 2015, the TDSAT (Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate 
Tribunal) stayed the case in favour of telecom companies and held 

that AGR includes all receipts except capital receipts and revenue 
from non-core sources such as rent, profit on the sale of fixed 
assets, dividend, interest and miscellaneous income. 

 However, setting aside TDSAT’s order, Supreme Court on October 
24, 2019 upheld the definition of AGR as stipulated by the DoT. 

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) 

 The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) established with 

effect from 20th February 1997 by an Act of Parliament, called the 

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997, to regulate 
telecom services, including fixation/revision of tariffs for telecom 
services which were earlier vested in the Central Government. 

 One of the main objectives of TRAI is to provide a fair and 
transparent policy environment which promotes a level playing 

field and facilitates fair competition. 
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/telcos-seek-open-court-hearing-on-
agr/ 

62. Consider the following statements with reference to North East Gas Grid 

project: 
1. North East gas grid project is implemented under Pradhan Mantri Urja 

Ganga project with the shared investment of Japan and World Bank. 

2. It is being implemented by IGGL, a Joint Venture company of five 
CPSEs 

3. The Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas will identify milestones for 
major activities for this project. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 
(d) 3 only 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 Giving a major boost to development of natural gas grid in North 

East India, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), 
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved Viability Gap 

Funding/ Capital Grant of 60% of the estimated cost of Rs. 9,265 
crore for the project to Indradhanush Gas Grid Limited (IGGL). 

 The North East Gas Grid project is being implemented by IGGL, 

a Joint Venture company of five CPSEs (GAIL, IOCL, ONGC, OIL 
and NRL). The total length of the pipeline is planned to be 1,656 

km and will be built at estimated cost of Rs. 9,265 crore (Including 
interest during construction). It will cover eight states of the North-

Eastern region i.e., Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura. 

 The Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas will identify milestones 

for major activities for this project and link the same for releases of 
capital grant of the project. 

 The project is being implemented under ambitious Urja Ganga Gas 
Pipeline Project. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/northeast-gas-pipeline-grid-project/ 

63. Consider the following statements: 

1. 2019 Nobel Prize in Chemistry awarded for the development of 
Lithium-Sulphur battery. 

2. Lithium is the lightest of all metals, has the greatest electrochemical 

potential and provides the largest energy density for weight. 
3. Recently world’s most efficient lithium sulphur battery developed in 

Australia. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 1 only 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/telcos-seek-open-court-hearing-on-agr/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/telcos-seek-open-court-hearing-on-agr/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/northeast-gas-pipeline-grid-project/
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(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 3 only 
Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

 The Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2019: John B. Goodenough, M. 

Stanley Whittingham and Akira Yoshino “for the development of 
lithium-ion batteries” 

 Lithium is the lightest of all metals, has the greatest 

electrochemical potential and provides the largest energy density 
for weight. Although slightly lower in energy density than lithium 

metal, lithium-ion is safe, provided certain precautions are met 
when charging and discharging. 

 The lithium-sulphur batteries operate in the same way as regular 

lithium-ion work- lithium ions flow between electrodes producing 
power while not being chemically changed. Charging a battery 

involves those ions being returned to their starting positions for the 
process to begin anew. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/worlds-most-efficient-lithium-
sulphur-battery-developed-in-australia/ 

64. Consider the following statements: 
1. LIGO is the world's largest gravitational electromagnetic wave 

observatory. 
2. LIGO-India project piloted by Department of Space and Department of 

Science and Technology (DST). 
3. The proposed LIGO India project aims to move one advanced LIGO 

detector from Hanford to India. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 
(d) 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 Gravitational waves are ripples in space-time (the fabled “fabric” of 
the Universe) caused by massive objects moving with extreme 

accelerations and not Electromagnetic waves. 

 LIGO is the world's largest gravitational wave observatory and 

a marvel of precision engineering. Comprising two enormous laser 
interferometers located thousands of kilometers apart, LIGO 
exploits the physical properties of light and of space itself to detect 

and understand the origins of gravitational waves. 

 About LIGO- India project: It is piloted by Department of Atomic 

Energy (DAE) and Department of Science and Technology (DST). 

 The project operates three gravitational-wave (GW) detectors. Two 

are at Hanford, Washington, north-western US, and one is at 
Livingston in Louisiana, south-eastern US. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/worlds-most-efficient-lithium-sulphur-battery-developed-in-australia/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/worlds-most-efficient-lithium-sulphur-battery-developed-in-australia/
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 The proposed LIGO India project aims to move one advanced LIGO 

detector from Hanford to India. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/laser-interferometer-gravitational-
wave-observatory-ligo-project/ 

65. Consider the following statements regarding Black Box. 
1. Black Box are generally kept at the cockpit of the aeroplane. 

2. It is made up of two separate pieces of equipment i.e the flight data 
recorder (FDR) and a cockpit voice recorder (CVR). 

3. USA was the first country to make cockpit voice recorders a 

requirement for commercial aircraft. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 3 only 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 The "black box" is made up of two separate pieces of equipment: 

the flight data recorder (FDR) and a cockpit voice recorder (CVR). 
They are compulsory on any commercial flight or corporate jet, and 
are usually kept in the tail of an aircraft, where they are more 

likely to survive a crash. 

 One more interesting fact: recorders were originally housed in 

the cockpit along with the instruments and the pilots. Only after 
several accidents where the Flight Data Recorder was not 

recoverable did they get moved to the rear of the aircraft, based on 
the presumption that following the initial impact, the rear of the 
aircraft would be moving at a slower speed. 

 In 1960, Australia became the first country to make cockpit 
voice recorders mandatory, after an unexplained plane crash in 

Queensland killed 29 people. The ruling came from a judicial 
inquiry, and took a further three years to become law. Today, black 
boxes are fire-proof, ocean-proof and encased in steel. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/black-box-in-an-airplane/ 

66. The Army has initiated the process of identifying potential industry 
partners to implement the Government Owned Contractor Operated (GOCO) 
model for its base workshops and ordnance depots intended to improve 
operational efficiency. This model was recommended by 
(a) DB Shekatkar committee 
(b) Naresh Chandra committee 

(c) Kargil Review Committee 
(d) Both A & C 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/laser-interferometer-gravitational-wave-observatory-ligo-project/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/laser-interferometer-gravitational-wave-observatory-ligo-project/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/black-box-in-an-airplane/
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 The GOCO model was one of the recommendations of the Lt. Gen. 

DB Shekatkar (Retd.) committee to “enhance combat capability and 
re-balancing defence expenditure.” 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/government-owned-contractor-
operated-model/ 

67. Rapid Action Force (RAF) and Commando Battalion for Resolute Action 
(COBRA) are specialised units of which of the following Indian police 
forces? 

(a) Central Reserve Police Force 
(b) Border Security Force 
(c) Central Industrial Security Force 

(d) National Security Guard 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 COBRA (Commando Battalion for Resolute Action) is a 

specialised unit of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) of India 
proficient in guerrilla tactics and jungle warfare.  

 Originally established to counter the Naxalite problem, CoBRA is 

deployed to address insurgent groups engaging in asymmetrical 
warfare.  

 The Rapid Action Force (RAF) is a specialised wing of the Indian 
CRPF (Central Reserve Police Force) to deal with riot and crowd 

control situations. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-09-january-2020/ 

68. Consider the following statements with reference to Central Industrial 
Security Force: 
1. It was set up under an Act of the central government. 

2. CISF is provides security cover to nuclear installation. 
3. MARCOS is an elite special operations unit of CISF. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 2 only 
(b) 1 and 2 

(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 1 and 3 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: Central Industrial Security Force: 

 CISF is an armed force of the Union established under an Act of 

Parliament, “Central Industrial Security Force Act, 1968 (50 of 
1968)”. 

 CISF has 10 reserve battalions, 08 training institutes and 39 other 
organizations. 

 According to the mandate, CISF provides security to the premises 
staff along with the security of property and establishments. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/government-owned-contractor-operated-model/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/government-owned-contractor-operated-model/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-09-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-09-january-2020/
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 CISF is providing security to the strategic establishment, including 

the Department of Space, the Department of Atomic Energy, the 
Airports, the Delhi Metro, the ports, the historical monuments and 

the basic areas of Indian economy such as petroleum and natural 
gas, electricity, coal, steel and mining. 

 CISF is providing protection to some private sector units and 
important government buildings in Delhi. 

  Presently, CISF is also providing security to the protected persons 
classified as Z Plus, Z, X, Y. 

 CISF is the only force with a customized and dedicated fire wing. 

 CISF is a compensatory cost force. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-09-january-2020/ 

69. Consider the following statements 

1. In the lower latitudes, the warm currents flow on the eastern shores 
and cold on the western shores. 

2. Warm ocean currents have a direct effect on desert formation in west 

coast regions of the tropical and subtropical continents. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 Nor 2 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 Ocean currents are the continuous, predictable, directional 

movement of seawater driven by gravity, wind (Coriolis Effect), and 
water density. Ocean water moves in two directions: horizontally 
and vertically. Horizontal movements are referred to as currents, 

while vertical changes are called upwellings or downwellings. This 
abiotic system is responsible for the transfer of heat, variations in 
biodiversity, and Earth’s climate system 

 In the lower latitudes, the warm currents flow on the eastern 
shores and cold on the western shores.  

 The situation is reversed in the higher latitudes. The warm 
currents move along the western shores and the cold currents 

along the eastern shores. 

 Cold ocean currents have a direct effect on desert formation in 

west coast regions of the tropical and subtropical continents. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-09-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-09-january-2020/
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70. Recently Goldilocks zone has been in news for sometimes, it refers to 
(a) Habitable zone around a star 
(b) World's biggest gold mines 

(c) Special Economic zones 
(d) None of the above 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 The habitable zone (or “Goldilocks zone”) is the range of orbital 

distances from a star at which liquid water can exist on the surface 
of a planet. 

 It is the area around a star where it is not too hot and not too cold 
for liquid water to exist on the surface of surrounding planets. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-09-january-2020/ 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 10st Jan-2020 
 

71. The concept of Curative Petition was first evolved by the Supreme Court 

of India in 
(a) Waman Rao Case 
(b) Kihoto Hollohon Case 

(c) I.R. Coelho Case 
(d) None of the above 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 The concept of curative petition was first evolved by the Supreme 

Court of India in the matter of Rupa Ashok Hurra vs. Ashok 
Hurra and Anr. (2002). where the question was whether an 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-09-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/09/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-09-january-2020/
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aggrieved person is entitled to any relief against the final 

judgement/order of the Supreme Court, after dismissal of a review 
petition. 

 It is the last judicial resort available for redressal of grievances in 
court which is normally decided by judges in-chamber.  

 It is only in rare cases that such petitions are given an open-court 
hearing. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/10/curative-petition-2/ 

72. Consider the following statements with reference to Mineral Laws 
(Amendment) Ordinance 2020: 
1. Mineral Laws (Amendment) Ordinance 2020 introduces the concept of 

Inter-Generational Equity. 
2. The ordinance allows coal mining by any company present in sectors 

other than steel and power, and does away with the captive end-use 
criteria. 

3. GOI has set a mining target of 1.5 billion tonnes of coal by 2020. 
4. India is the world’s fifth largest coal reserves nation. 

Which of the above given statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 2, 3 and 4  
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 In an attempt to attract investments in coal mining, the Cabinet 

approved the promulgation of Mineral Laws (Amendment) 
Ordinance 2020.  

 The ordinance allows coal mining by any company present in 
sectors other than steel and power, and does away with the captive 

end-use criteria.  

 While the move will help create an efficient energy market, usher in 

competition and reduce coal imports, it may also bring an end to 
state-run Coal India Ltd’s (CIL) monopoly. 

 The move will also help India gain access to sophisticated 

technology for underground mining used by global miners. 

 The Centre has set a mining target of 1.5 billion tonnes of coal by 

2020. Of this, 1 billion tonnes was to be from CIL and 500 million 

tonnes from non-CIL sources, in line with the government’s push 
to raise natural resources production to kickstart economic growth. 
This has now been revised down to 1 billion tonnes of coal by 

2023-24. 

 Despite having the world’s fourth largest coal reserves, India 

imported 235 million tonnes (mt) of coal last year, of which 135mt 
valued at ₹171,000 crore could have been met from domestic 

reserves. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/10/curative-petition-2/
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 National Mineral Policy introduces the concept of Inter-

Generational Equity that deals with the well-being not only of the 
present generation but also of the generations to come and also 

proposes to constitute an inter-ministerial body to institutionalize 
the mechanism for ensuring sustainable development in mining. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/10/mineral-laws-amendment-
ordinance-2020/ 

73. Consider the following statements regarding Pravasi Bharatiya Divas: 
1. Pravasi Bharatiya Divas established in 2000, it is sponsored by the 

Ministry of External Affairs. 
2. The day commemorates the return of Mahatma Gandhi from South 

Africa to Surat on 9 January 1915. 
3. In 2006, the concept of Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) was launched 

during the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas convention at Hyderabad. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 
(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 Pravasi Bharatiya Divas a celebratory day observed by the 
Republic of India to mark the contribution of the overseas Indian 

community towards the development of India.  

 Established in 2000, it is sponsored by the Ministry of External 

Affairs of the Government of India.  

 The day commemorates the return of Mahatma Gandhi from 

South Africa to Ahmedabad on 9 January 1915. 

 In 2006, the concept of Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) was 

launched during the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas convention at 
Hyderabad. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/10/pravasi-bharatiya-divas-2020/ 

74. Recently Seke has been in news for sometimes, it refers to 
(a) Endangered Animal 

(b) Practice of culling of feral of camels 
(c) Endangered language 

(d) None of the above 
Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 According to the Endangered Language Alliance (ELA), Seke is one 
of the over 100 indigenous languages of Nepal. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/10/nepals-seke-near-extinct/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/10/mineral-laws-amendment-ordinance-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/10/mineral-laws-amendment-ordinance-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/10/pravasi-bharatiya-divas-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/10/nepals-seke-near-extinct/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (January 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

53 

   

75. Consider the following statements with reference to Forest Advisory 
Committee: 
1. The Section 3 of the Environment Act, 1986 provides for constitution of 

the Forest Advisory Committee. 
2. It advises the government on the issue of granting forest clearances. 

3. Union Minister of Environment chairs the Forest Advisory Committee. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3  

(d) 1 only 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 The Section 3 of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 provides for 
constitution of the Forest Advisory Committee to advise the 

Government with regards to grant of approval under Section 2 of 
the Act and on other matters that may be referred to it by the 

Government. 

 The Forest Advisory Committee is a key statutory body which 

considers questions on the diversion of forest land for non-forest 
uses such as mining, industrial projects, townships and advises 
the government on the issue of granting forest clearances. 

 Recently Environment and Forest ministry has reconstituted the 
statutory advisory body on forest diversion with members, who 

have strong pro-industry, particularly mining and hydro power, 
bias. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/10/green-credit-scheme/ 

76. Consider the following Statements: 
1. Sea Guardians 2020 is the joint naval drill between India and China. 

2. Operation Sankalp has been launched in order to ensure safe passage 
of Indian Flag Vessels through the Gulf of Oman. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 Sea Guardians 2020 is the joint naval drill between Pakistan and 

China. 

  Operation Sankalp has been launched in order to ensure safe 

passage of Indian Flag Vessels through the Strait of Hormuz. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/10/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-10-january-2020/ 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/10/green-credit-scheme/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/10/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-10-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/10/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-10-january-2020/
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77. Currently, Inner line permit is operational in 

1. Manipur 
2. Mizoram 
3. Nagaland 
4. Arunachal Pradesh 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 
(b) 3 and 4 
(c) 2 and 4 

(d) 2, 3 and 4 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: Inner Line Permit is a document that allows an Indian 
citizen to visit or stay in a state that is protected under the ILP system. 

 The ILP is obligatory for all those who reside outside the protected 

states. 

 Currently, the Inner Line Permit is operational in Arunachal 

Pradesh, Mizoram and Nagaland. 

 It can be issued for travel purposes solely. 

 An ILP is issued by the state government concerned. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/02/inner-line-permit-ilp/ 

78. Consider the following statements with reference to INSTEX: 

1. It is a project of government of Britain, Italy and Sweden. 
2. It allow trade between EU and Iraq without relying on direct financial 

transaction. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: Key features of INSTEX: 

 It is a payment mechanism being setup by the European Union to 

secure trade with Iran and skirt US sanctions after Washington 
pulled out of the landmark nuclear deal last May. 

 As the European signatories to the nuclear accord, Germany, 
France and Britain set up and will manage the clearing house. 

 The entity is based in France with German governance and 
financial support from all three countries. The three countries 

have sought broader support for the mechanism from all 28 EU 
member states to show European good faith in implementing 

commitments under the nuclear accord and to present a united 
front against any retaliation from Washington. 

 It will allow trade between the EU and Iran without relying on 

direct financial transactions. 

 It will initially be used for non-sanctionable trade, including 

humanitarian goods such as medicine, food and medical devices. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/02/inner-line-permit-ilp/
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/02/instex-instrument-in-support-of-
trade-exchanges-2/ 

79. Recently Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty has been in news, it is a 

nuclear reduction treaty between which of the following nations? 
(a) USA and Iran 
(b) USA and North Korea 

(c) Russia and Ukraine 
(d) Russia and USA 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: New START (Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty): 

 It is a nuclear arms reduction treaty between the United States and 

the Russian Federation with the formal name of Measures for the 
Further Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms. 

 Signed on 8 April 2010 in Prague, and, after ratification entered 
into force on 5 February 2011. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/02/new-start-strategic-arms-reduction-
treaty-2 

80. Arrange the following cities in the direction of North to South: 
1. Adana 
2. Baghdad 
3. Tehran 
4. Ankara 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 4-2-3-1 
(b) 4-1-3-2 
(c) 4-3-4-1 

(d) 1-4-3-2 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

  

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/02/instex-instrument-in-support-of-trade-exchanges-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/02/instex-instrument-in-support-of-trade-exchanges-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/02/new-start-strategic-arms-reduction-treaty-2
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/12/02/new-start-strategic-arms-reduction-treaty-2
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 11st Jan-2020 
 

81. In India, Right to have access to the Internet is part of  
(a) Right to privacy 

(b) Right to education 
(c) Right to equality 

(d) Both A and B 
Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 The Kerala High Court has held that the right to have access to the 
Internet is part of the fundamental right to education as well as the 

right to privacy under Article 21 of the Constitution. 

 Right to internet is a fundamental right (subject to reasonable 

restrictions) included in the freedom of expression under Article 19 
of the Indian Constitution. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/11/sc-verdict-on-internet-shutdowns/ 

82. Consider the following statements: 
1. Famous Shreya Singhal case (2015) related to article 21 of the 

constitution of India. 
2. Right to internet is a fundamental right included in the freedom of 

expression under Article 19 of the Indian Constitution. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 Shreya Singhal case (2015) on the issue of online speech and 
intermediary liability in India.  

 The Supreme Court struck down Section 66A of the Information 
Technology Act, 2000, relating to restrictions on online speech, as 

unconstitutional on grounds of violating the freedom of speech 
guaranteed under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution of India. 

 Right to internet is a fundamental right (subject to reasonable 
restrictions) included in the freedom of expression under Article 19 

of the Indian Constitution. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/11/sc-verdict-on-internet-shutdowns/ 

83. Eurasia Group, recently released a report titled “Top Risks 2020”, with 

reference to this consider the following statements: 
1. India is one of the world’s top geopolitical risks for 2020 with 6th 

highest geopolitical risk. 
2. The Sunni world may rise creating greater regional instability. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/11/sc-verdict-on-internet-shutdowns/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/11/sc-verdict-on-internet-shutdowns/
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(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 India is one of the world’s top geopolitical risks for 2020. It is the 
5th highest geopolitical risk. 

 A weakened economy will in turn feed further economic 
nationalism and protectionism, weighing on India’s troubled course 

in 2020. 

 The Shia world may rise creating greater regional instability. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/11/top-risks-2020/ 

84. Recently MARPOL convention has been in news for sometimes, it is 

primarily related to 
(a) Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
(b) Prevention of Pollution from Industrial effluents 

(c) Prevention of Pollution from jets 
(d) Both A and B 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 The International Maritime Organisation’s (IMO) adopted the 

International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
(MARPOL) Annex VI in 2008 that regulates the prevention of air 

pollution from ships and prohibits deliberate emissions of ozone-
depleting substances such as sulphur oxides and nitrous oxides. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/11/open-loop-scrubber-usage-in-ships/ 

85. Consider the following statements: 
1. The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of 

Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal first came into force in 1992. 
2. The Waigani Convention is a multilateral treaty to promote shared 

responsibilities in relation to importation of hazardous chemicals. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary 
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal first came into 

force in 1992. The Convention puts an onus on exporting countries 
to ensure that hazardous wastes are managed in an 
environmentally sound manner in the country of import. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/11/top-risks-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/11/open-loop-scrubber-usage-in-ships/
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 As at December 2002, ten parties had ratified the Waigani 

Convention. The main effect of this Convention is to ban the 
import of all hazardous and radioactive wastes into South Pacific 

Forum Island Countries.  

 The Rotterdam Convention is a multilateral treaty to promote 

shared responsibilities in relation to importation of hazardous 
chemicals. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/11/open-loop-scrubber-usage-in-ships/ 

86. Consider the following statements regarding State Energy Efficiency 
Index 2019: 
1. Haryana, Karnataka and Kerala have topped the State Energy 

Efficiency Index 2019. 

2. The index is developed by Energy Efficiency Service Limited in 
association with Alliance for an Energy Efficient Economy. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 Union Government today released the State Energy Efficiency 

Index 2019, which tracks the progress of Energy Efficiency 
initiatives in 36 States and Union Territories. 

 The index is developed by Bureau of Energy Efficiency in 

association with Alliance for an Energy Efficient Economy.  

 It will help states to contribute towards national goals on energy 

security and climate action by helping drive Energy Efficiency 
policies and programmme implementation at the state and local 

level. 

 Haryana, Karnataka and Kerala have topped the State Energy 

Efficiency Index 2019. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/11/state-energy-efficiency-index-2019/ 

87. Consider the following statements: 
1. Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre has been set up under the 

newly created Cyber-crime investigation cell division of the MHA. 
2. National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal is the one of the seven 

components of newly created I4C. 

3. I4C act as a nodal point in the fight against cybercrime. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 Only 
(b) 2 and 3 
(c) 2 Only 

(d) 1 and 2 
Ans: (b) 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/11/open-loop-scrubber-usage-in-ships/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/11/state-energy-efficiency-index-2019/
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Explanation: 

 Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre: It will be set up under 
the newly created Cyber and Information Security (CIS) division 

of the MHA. 

 The I4C will assist in centralising cyber security investigations, 

prioritise the development of response tools and bring together 
private companies to contain the menace. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/11/cyber-crime-coordination-centre/ 

88. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 
Species  IUCN Status 

1. Chinese paddlefish – Critically Endangered 
2. Humpback mahseer – Endangered 
3. Pondicherry Shark – Critically Endangered 
Select the answer using the code below: 
(a) 1 and 3 

(b) 2 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 2 and 3 

Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 Chinese paddlefish – Extinct 

 Humpback mahseer – Critically Endangered 

 Pondicherry Shark – Critically Endangered 

 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/11/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-11-january-2020/ 

89. How many Indian states share boundary with Nepal? 
(a) 2 

(b) 3  
(c) 4 

(d) 5 
Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 The five Indian states that share a land border with Nepal are 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, and Sikkim. 

90. Arrange the following events in the chronological order: 
1. Operation Polo 
2. Operation Meghdoot 
3. Operation Rahat 
4. Operation Samudra Maitri 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1-2-3-4 
(b) 2-1-3-4 

(c) 1-2-4-3 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/11/cyber-crime-coordination-centre/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/11/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-11-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/11/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-11-january-2020/
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(d) 2-1-4-3 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 Operation Polo – code name of Hyderabad police action in 1948, 
by the independent India against the Hyderabad state. 

 Operation Meghdoot - Launched on 13 April 1984, this military 
operation was the first assault launched in the highest battlefield 

in the world (Siachin). 

 Operation Rahat -  an operation of the Indian Armed Forces to 

evacuate Indian citizens and foreign nationals from Yemen during 
the 2015 military intervention by Saudi Arabia and its allies in that 
country during the Yemeni Crisis. 

 Operation Samudra Maitri - the relief effort launched by India to 
assist the victims of the 2018 Sulawesi earthquake and tsunami in 

Indonesia. 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 13st Jan-2020 
 

91. Consider the following statements 
1. Maratha chieftains were originally in the service of Bijapur sultans in 

the western Deccan. 

2. The Maratha ruler Baji Rao I was the founder of the navy of the 
Maratha military forces.  

3. Tanaaji Malusare is popularly remembered for the Battle of 
Singhagad. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 3 only 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 Maratha chieftains were originally in the service of Bijapur sultans 

in the western Deccan, which was under siege by the Mughals. 
Shivaji Bhonsle (1627 - 1680 AD) is recognized as the "father of the 
Maratha nation." 

 The Maratha ruler Shivaji Maharaj was the founder of the navy of 
the Maratha military forces. Historian Sir Jadunath Sarkar noted, 

“Nothing proves Shivaji’s genius as a born statesman more clearly 
than his creation of a navy and naval bases.” 

 Tanaaji Malusare: He was a Maratha military leader and a close 
aide of Chhatrapati Shivaji. Hailing from the Malusare clan, 

Taanaji is popularly remembered for the Battle of Singhagad that 
took place in the year 1670. 
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/taanaji-malusare-and-the-battle-of-
singhagad-2/ 

92. Consider the following statements: 

1. Citizen’s right to own private property is a Constitutional right. 
2. 42th Amendment Act abolished the right to property as a 

Fundamental Right by repealing Article 19 and Article 31 from Part III.  

3. Currently, Right to property is not a part of basic structure of the 
constitution. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 1 and 2  

(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 The 44th Amendment Act of 1978 abolished the right to property 

as a Fundamental Right by repealing Article 19(1)(f) and Article 31 
from Part III. Instead, the Act inserted a new Article 300A in Part 

XII under the heading ‘Right to Property’. 

 It provides that no person shall be deprived of his property except 

by authority of law. Thus, the right to property still remains a legal 
right or a constitutional right, though no longer a fundamental 
right. It is not a part of the basic structure of the Constitution. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/private-property-is-a-human-right-
supreme-court/ 

 

93. ‘Truth can be stated in a thousand different ways, yet each one can be 
true’ is a famous statement given by 
(a) Mahatma Gandhi 
(b) Narayana Guru 

(c) Swami Vivekananda 
(d) Rabindranath Tagore 

Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 “Truth can be stated in a thousand different ways, yet each one 

can be true”, by swami Vivekananda. He emphasized that truth 
can have different perspectives.                            

 National Youth Day: 
o January 12 marks the birthday of Swami Vivekananda. 

o National Youth Day is celebrated on this day. Celebrated 
since 1984. 

o The main objective is to promote rational thinking among the 
youth, believed to be the future of the country. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/taanaji-malusare-and-the-battle-of-singhagad-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/taanaji-malusare-and-the-battle-of-singhagad-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/private-property-is-a-human-right-supreme-court/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/private-property-is-a-human-right-supreme-court/
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/why-is-national-youth-day-
celebrated-on-swami-vivekananda-jayanti/ 

94. Who had called Vivekananda the “maker of modern India”? 

(a) Subhash Chandra Bose 
(b) Madan Mohan Malaviya 
(c) Mahatma Gandhi 

(d) Rabindranath Tagore 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation:  

 Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose had called Vivekananda the “maker 

of modern India.” 

 In 1893, Narendra Nath Datta took the name ‘Vivekananda’ after 

Maharaja Ajit Singh of the Khetri State requested him to do so, 
changing from ‘Sachidananda’ that he used before. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/why-is-national-youth-day-
celebrated-on-swami-vivekananda-jayanti/ 

95. Which of the following is/are the Earth’s Moon Mission? 
1. Chang'e-4 mission 
2. Yutu Mission 
3. Beresheet Mission 
4. ARTEMIS Mission 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1 and 4 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 
(c) 3 and 4 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 All four are Earth’s moon mission. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/artemis-mission-4/ 

96. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 
Lake/Wetland  State 

1. Vembanad Lake     Kerala 

2. Loktak Lake  Assam 
3. Rudra Sagar Lake  Tripura 
4. Kanjli Wetland  Punjab 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 1, and 3 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 
(d) 1 and 4 

Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/why-is-national-youth-day-celebrated-on-swami-vivekananda-jayanti/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/why-is-national-youth-day-celebrated-on-swami-vivekananda-jayanti/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/why-is-national-youth-day-celebrated-on-swami-vivekananda-jayanti/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/why-is-national-youth-day-celebrated-on-swami-vivekananda-jayanti/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/artemis-mission-4/
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/what-are-crz-rules/ 

97. McAleer writes: “Although the Company traded from Surat on the North-
West coast in its early days, the first permanent Company fortress in India 
was at Fort St George.” Fort St George was built by British in 
(a) Calcutta 

(b) Madras 
(c) Surat 

(d) Goa 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 Fort Saint George, citadel built by the British East India Company 
in Madras (now Chennai), India, later becoming the British capital 

in south India. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-13-january-2020/ 

98. Consider the following statements regarding Mission Purvodaya: 
1. Mission Purvodaya, a pan India mission towards five trillion dollar 

economy set by the government. 

2. The proposed Integrated Coal Hub, encompassing Odisha, Jharkhand, 
Chhattisgarh, West Bengal and Northern Andhra Pradesh. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/what-are-crz-rules/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-13-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-13-january-2020/
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Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

 PURVODAYA: Accelerated development of eastern India through 

integrated steel hub. 

 Union Steel Minister has said, the eastern belt has the potential to 

add over 75 percent of the country’s incremental steel capacity 
envisioned by the National Steel Policy. 

 The mission will drive India's march towards five trillion dollar 

economy set by the government. 

 The proposed Integrated Steel Hub, encompassing Odisha, 

Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal and Northern Andhra 

Pradesh, would serve as a torchbearer for socio-economic growth of 
Eastern India. The objective of this hub would be to enable swift 
capacity addition and improve overall competitiveness of steel 

producers both in terms of cost and quality.  

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-13-january-2020/ 

99. Consider the following statements: 
1. Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty bans all nuclear explosions, 

for both civilian and military purposes, in all environments. 

2. India committed to maintaining a unilateral voluntary moratorium on 
building nuclear weapons. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test–Ban Treaty is a multilateral 

treaty that bans all nuclear explosions, for both civilian and 
military purposes, in all environments. 

 India remains committed to maintaining a unilateral voluntary 
moratorium on nuclear explosive testing. 

100. Consider the following statements about Stem cells: 
1. Induced pluripotent stem cells (iPSCs) are pluripotent stem cells that 

can be generated directly from adult cells. 
2. Embryonic stem cells (ESCs) have an unlimited capacity for self-

renewal in a differentiated state. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-13-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/13/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-13-january-2020/
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(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 Induced pluripotent stem cells (iPSCs) are adult cells that have 

been genetically reprogrammed to an embryonic stem cell–like state 
by being forced to express genes and factors important for 

maintaining the defining properties of embryonic stem cells. 

 Embryonic stem cells are pluripotent stem cells derived from the 

inner cell mass of a blastocyst, an early-stage pre-implantation 

embryo. They have an unlimited capacity for self-renewal in an 

undifferentiated state. 

 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 14st Jan-2020 
 

101. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 
Festivals  State 

1. Uttarayan  Uttara Pradesh 
2. Saaji   Himachal Pradesh 
3. Kicheri  Maharashtra 
4. Maghi   Punjab 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 1 and 4 
(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 2 and 4 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

 Uttarayan –  Gujarat 

 Saaji – Himachal Pradesh 

 Kicheri – Uttar Pradesh 

 Maghi – Punjab 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/14/indian-harvest-festivals-2/ 

102. Which of the following report is released by Economic Intelligence Unit? 
(a) Global Liveability Index 

(b) Corruption Perceptions Index 
(c) Financial Inclusion report 

(d) All of the above 
Ans: (a) 
Explanation: Global Liveability Index: 

 The Economic Intelligence Unit considered 140 cities for rankings. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/14/indian-harvest-festivals-2/
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 The ranking is based on a particular country’s scores in five broad 

categories, namely: (1) Stability, (2) Healthcare, (3) Culture and 
Environment, (4)Education, (5) Infrastructure 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/14/worlds-fastest-growing-cities/ 

103. Consider the following statements: 

1. Padmanabhaiah committee on police reforms recommended the 
Commissionerate system. 

2. Policing is under the state list. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor2 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 The sixth National Police Commission report, which was 

released in 1983, recommended the introduction of a police 

commissionerate system in cities with a population of 5 lakh and 
above, as well as in places having special conditions. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/14/what-is-the-commissionerate-
system/ 

104. Consider the following statements: 
1. Integrated Road Accident Database (IRAD) project developed by IIT-

Madras and implemented by C-DAC. 
2. IRAD project is a central sector scheme. 
3. Brasilia Declaration, adopted at the second global high-level 

conference on road safety. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1 only 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation:  Integrated Road Accident Database (IRAD) project: 

 Developed by the Indian Institute of Technology-Madras (IIT-M). 

 It will be implemented by the National Informatics Centre. 

 The project costs ₹258 crore and is being supported by the World 

Bank. 

Brasilia Declaration:  Hosted by the Government of Brazil on 18-19 
November 2015 in Brasilia, Brazil, and co-sponsored by WHO, the 2nd 

Global High-Level Conference on Road Safety represented a historic 
opportunity to chart progress at the mid-point of the Decade of Action 
for Road Safety 2011-2020. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/14/worlds-fastest-growing-cities/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/14/what-is-the-commissionerate-system/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/14/what-is-the-commissionerate-system/
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At the close of the Conference, the 2200 delegates adopted the 

“Brasilia Declaration on Road Safety” through which they agreed ways 
to halve road traffic deaths by the end of this decade – a key milestone 

within the new Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) target 3.6. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/14/integrated-road-accident-database-
irad/ 

105. Consider the following statements about Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO): 
1. It is a permanent intergovernmental international organisation. 

2. Heads of Government Council (HGC) is the supreme decision-making 
body in the SCO. 

3. Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS), Hq in Beijing, is a permanent 
organ of the SCO which serves to promote cooperation of member 
states against the three evils of terrorism, separatism and extremism. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 
(c) 1 only 
(d) 1 and 3 

Ans: (c) 
Explanation: Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO): 

 It is a permanent intergovernmental international organisation. 

 Heads of State Council (HSC) is the supreme decision-making 

body in the SCO. It meets once a year and adopts decisions and 
guidelines on all important matters of the organisation. 

 The Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS), headquartered in 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan, is a permanent organ of the SCO which 

serves to promote cooperation of member states against the three 
evils of terrorism, separatism and extremism. The Head of RATS is 
elected to a three-year term. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/14/8-wonders-of-sco/ 

 

106. Consider the following statements about Hormuz peace initiative: 

1. The initiative is led by Iraq. 
2. The Traffic Separation system followed at Strait of Hormuz was ruled 

by International Maritime Organization. 
3. Strait of Hormuz separates Iran and Oman, linking the Gulf to the Gulf 

of Oman and the Arabian Sea. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/14/integrated-road-accident-database-irad/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/14/integrated-road-accident-database-irad/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/14/8-wonders-of-sco/
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Explanation: Hormuz peace initiative: 

 The initiative is led by Iran. 

 It aims to stabilise the Strait of Hormuz, the gateway for a 

significant amount of global oil supplies. 

  
 A traffic separation scheme is an area in the sea where 

navigation of ships is highly regulated. Each TSS is designed to 

create lanes in the water with ships in a specific lane all travelling 
in (roughly) the same direction. 

 The Traffic Separation system is followed at Strait of Hormuz. It 

was ruled by International Maritime Organization. The system is 
used to regulate traffic at the strait 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/14/hormuz-peace-initiative/ 

107. Who chairs the Island Development Agency (IDA) in India? 

(a) Union Environment Minister 
(b) Prime Minister 
(c) Union Home Minister 

(d) Both A and C 
Ans: (c) 

Explanation: Island Development Agency (IDA): 

 The IDA was set up on June 1, 2017 following Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s review meeting for the development of islands. The 
meetings of the agency are chaired by the Union Home Minister. 

 Members of the IDA include cabinet secretary, home secretary, 

secretary (environment, forests and climate change), secretary 
(tourism) and secretary (tribal welfare). 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/14/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-14-january-2020/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/14/hormuz-peace-initiative/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/14/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-14-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/14/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-14-january-2020/
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108. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched: 

Centres of Revolt   Leaders 
1. Delhi    Bakht Khan 
2. Bareily   Kunwar Singh 
3. Bihar    Khan Bahadur 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 1 only 
(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 3 only 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 Delhi – Bakht Khan 

 Bareily – Khan Bahadur  

 Bihar – Kunwar Singh 

109. Which of the following events happened first? 
(a) Indian Social Conference founded by M G Ranade and Raghunath Rao. 
(b) Sri Narayan Guru initiated a programme of action – the Sri Narayan 

Guru Dharma Paripalana (SNDP) Yogam. 
(c) East Indian Association organised by Dadabhai Naoroji in London. 
(d) The Indian League started by Sisir Kumar Ghosh. 
Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

 1887 – Indian Social Conference founded by M G Ranade and 

Raghunath Rao. 

 1903 – Sri Narayan Guru initiated a programme of action – the Sri 

Narayan Guru Dharma Paripalana (SNDP) Yogam. 

 1866 – East Indian Association organised by Dadabhai Naoroji in 

London. 

 1876 – The Indian League started by Sisir Kumar Ghosh. 

110. Which of the following is/are Baltic Nations? 
1. Estonia 
2. Latvia 
3. Lithuania 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 2 and 3 
(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 
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Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/08/23/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-23-august-2019/ 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 15st Jan-2020 
 

111. Which of the following is/are the guidelines for declaring a language as 
‘Classical’? 

1. High antiquity of its early recorded history over a period of 2500-3000 
years. 

2. A body of ancient literature/texts, which is considered a valuable 

heritage by generations of speakers. 
3. The literary tradition be original and borrowed from another speech 

community. 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1 and 3 

(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: Guidelines for declaring a language as ‘Classical’ are: 

 High antiquity of its early texts/recorded history over a period of 
1500-2000 years. 

 A body of ancient literature/texts, which is considered a valuable 
heritage by generations of speakers. 

 The literary tradition be original and not borrowed from another 
speech community. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/08/23/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-23-august-2019/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/08/23/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-23-august-2019/
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 The classical language and literature being distinct from modern, 

there may also be a discontinuity between the classical language 
and its later forms or its offshoots. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/15/classical-language/ 

112. Which of the following benefits are available for languages declared as 

classical languages? 
(a) Three major annual international awards for scholars of eminence in 

the concerned language. 

(b) ‘Centre of Excellence for Studies in Classical Languages’ can be set 
up. 

(c) State governments can be requested to create, to start with at least in 

Central Universities, a certain number of professional chairs for 
classical languages, for scholars of eminence in the concerned 

language. 
(d) All of the above. 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: The following benefits are available for languages which are 
declared as classical languages:  

 Two major annual international awards for scholars of eminence 
in the concerned language. 

 A 'Centre of Excellence for Studies in Classical Languages' can 
be set up. 

 The University Grants Commission can be requested to create, to 
start with at least in Central Universities, a certain number of 

professional chairs for classical languages, for scholars of 
eminence in the concerned language. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/15/classical-language/ 

113. The Bakhshali manuscript was recently in the news because of which 
one of the following discoveries related to it? 

(a) It has the earliest recorded origin of the Bharati script. 
(b) It is the first chronological history we have of events related to the 

Nanda and Maurya Empire. 

(c) It is India’s first and only illustrated manuscript which utilises the 
Indus Valley Civilisation’s pictographic script. 

(d) None of the above. 
Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 Although Gwalior has long been thought to be the site of the first 
occurrence of the zero written as a circle, an ancient Indian scroll 

called the Bhakshali manuscript, which shows a placeholder dot 
symbol(see bottom row, seventh character when read from right to 
left), was recently carbon dated to the 3rd or 4rd Centuries. It is 

now considered the earliest recorded occurrence of zero. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/15/classical-language/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/15/classical-language/
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Bharati Script: 

It is an alternative script for the languages of India developed by a 
team at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) in Madras lead by Dr. 

Srinivasa Chakravarthy. 

The scripts that have been integrated include Devnagari, Bengali, 
Gurmukhi, Gujarati, Oriya, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam and Tamil. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/15/bharati-script/ 

114. Consider the following statements with reference to National Policy For 
The Treatment Of ‘Rare Disease’: 
1. Recently Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has published a 

national policy for the treatment of 450 ‘rare diseases’. 

2. Under the policy, there are three categories of rare diseases. 
3. A rare disease, is any disease that affects a high percentage of the 

population. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 A rare disease, also referred to as an orphan disease, is any 
disease that affects a small percentage of the population. 

 The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has published a 
national policy for the treatment of 450 ‘rare diseases’. 

 Under the policy, there are three categories of rare diseases — 
requiring one-time curative treatment, diseases that require long-

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/15/bharati-script/
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term treatment but where the cost is low, and those needing long-

term treatments with high cost.  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/15/rare-diseases/ 

115. In India, ‘The Coastal Regulation Zone Notifications’ was introduced as 
an important feature in which of the following? 
(a) Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 

(b) Maritime zones act 1976 
(c) Special Economic Zones Act, 2005 

(d) Biodiversity act 2002 
Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 The Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) notification was issued in 1991 
under the Environmental Protection Act, 1986, by the Ministry 

of Environment and Forest to regulate activities in coastal areas of 
India. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/15/bharati-script/ 

116. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 
Beaches  State 

1. Bhogave  Gujarat 
2. Padubidri  Karnataka 
3. Kasarkod  Kerala 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1 and 3 

(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 Ghoghala Beach (Diu), Shivrajpur beach (Gujarat), Bhogave 

(Maharashtra), Padubidri and Kasarkod (Karnagaka), Kappad 

beach (Kerala) etc. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/15/bharati-script/ 

117. Recently NEONs has been in news for sometimes, it is primarily related 

to 
(a) First artificial humans. 

(b) Rare Chemical element. 
(c) New Moon of Saturn. 
(d) High efficient LED bulbs developed by Samsung. 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 The first project of Samsung’s Star Labs, NEONs are being called 

the world’s first artificial humans. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/15/virtual-human-neons/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/15/rare-diseases/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/15/bharati-script/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/15/bharati-script/
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118. Consider the following statements: 

1. Taal volcano is the second most active volcano in the Philippines. 
2. Taal volcano is classified as complex volcano. 

3. All volcanoes of the Philippines are part of the Pacific Ring of Fire. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 

(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 2 
(d) All of the above 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 Taal is the second most active volcano (erupted recently) in the 
Philippines, with 34 recorded historical eruptions, all of which 

were concentrated on Volcano Island, near the middle of Taal Lake. 

 All volcanoes of the Philippines are part of the Pacific Ring of Fire. 

 It is classified as a “complex” volcano. A complex volcano, also 
called a compound volcano, is defined as one that consists of a 

complex of two or more vents, or a volcano that has an associated 
volcanic dome, either in its crater or on its flanks. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/15/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-15-january-2020/ 

119. The Caspian Sea 
1. Is treated as a sea under the UN Law of the Sea. 

2. Has vast oil and gas reserves. 
3. Supplies most of the world’s demand for caviar. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 1 and 3 
Ans: (c) 

Explanation: Caspian Sea, a sea or lake? 

 The Caspian Sea has a number of different species of sturgeon, the 

fish that yields the highly prized delicacy caviar. Between 80-90% 
of the world's caviar is sourced from the Caspian, but the 
numbers have been falling over the past few decades.  

 In a landmark deal that has been more than two decades in the 
making, Russia, Iran, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and 

Turkmenistan -all bordering the Caspian Sea -have agreed in 

principle on how to divide it (the Caspian) up. 

 Until 1991, the Caspian was known as a lake. But the dissolution 
of the USSR complicated this issue. Iran had argued it was a lake 

and not a sea, but none of the other four littoral states agreed. 

 If it was treated as a sea, then it would be covered by international 

maritime law, namely the United Nations Law of the Sea. This 
binding document sets rules on how countries can use the world's 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/15/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-15-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/15/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-15-january-2020/
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oceans. It covers areas such as the management of natural 

resources, territorial rights, and the environment.And it is not 
limited to littoral states, meaning others can seek access to its 

resources.  

 But if it is defined as a lake, then it would have to be divided 

equally between all five countries. 
120. An estimated 35 to 41 leopards live in this National Park. As leopard 

habitats shrink and they move into the city to survive, some communities 
are afraid to leave their houses. Children in affected areas must walk 
around in groups of six or more. However, a recent study suggested that 
the leopards may be protecting their human neighbours from rabies. 
Around 40 per cent of the leopards’ diet is feral dogs, which is the main 
source of the deadly virus. The national park in question is 

(a) Nagarhole National Park, Mysore 
(b) Dibru-Saikhowa National Park, Dibrugarh 
(c) Van Vihar National Park, Bhopal 

(d) Sanjay Gandhi National Park, Mumbai 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

 Mumbai is home to the highest concentration of leopards anywhere 

in the world. They capitalise on hunting the animals that man 
brings into the city. 

Refer: Leopards of Mumbai: https://www.bbcearth.com/blog/?article=5-surprising-
species-that-are-making-it-in-cities 

 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 16st Jan-2020 
 

121. Which of the following programmes is/are supported by World Bank in 
India?  
1. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) 

2. Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana Project (PMGSY) 
3. Lighthouse India Initiative (LII) 

4. Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABY) 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 4 

(b) 1 and 4 
(c) 2 and 4 

(d) All of the above 
Ans: (d) 
Explanation: All of the given above Programme are supported by World 

Bank. 

 Under the Lighthouse India initiative, the knowledge sharing 

pillar on ‘Women Economic Empowerment’ has completed two 
years. The main objective has been to systematically enhance 

https://www.bbcearth.com/blog/?article=5-surprising-species-that-are-making-it-in-cities
https://www.bbcearth.com/blog/?article=5-surprising-species-that-are-making-it-in-cities
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knowledge flows and implementation know-how on women 

economic empowerment to inform development policy and help to 
scale up good practices and innovations across states in India and 

systematically institutionalize the process of knowledge sharing 
and sharing India’s experience with other countries in the region. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/16/women-business-and-the-law-2020/ 

122. Which of the following reports is/are published by World Bank? 
1. World Development Report 
2. Global Economic Prospect (GEP) Report 

3. Remittance Report 
4. Universal Health Coverage Index 

5. Global Competitiveness Report 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 5 

(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 Global Competitiveness Report – WEF 

 The Service Trade Restriction Index – WB 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/16/women-business-and-the-law-2020/ 

123. Which of the following is/are the development institutions of World 

Bank Group? 
1. International Development Association (IDA) 
2. International Finance Corporation (IFC) 

3. Multilateral Guarantee Agency (MIGA) 
4. International Centre for the Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID) 

5. Dispute Settlement Mechanism (DSM) 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 1, 2 and 5 
(c) 2, 3, 4 and 5 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 The World Bank Group comprises five constituent institutions: the 

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), 

the International Development Association (IDA), the International 

Finance Corporation (IFC), the Multilateral Investment Guarantee 

Agency (MIGA), and the International Centre for the Settlement of 

Investment Disputes (ICSID). 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/16/women-business-and-the-law-2020/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/16/women-business-and-the-law-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/16/women-business-and-the-law-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/16/women-business-and-the-law-2020/
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124. On which of the following matters, Supreme Court has the original 

jurisdiction? 

1. Article 32 of the Constitution provides original and exclusive 

jurisdiction to the SC for matters regarding the enforcement of 

Fundamental Rights. 

2. Article 131 can be used to settle political differences between state 

and central governments headed by different parties. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

 Article 32 of the Constitution provides original (not exclusive 

jurisdiction) to the SC for matters regarding the enforcement of 

Fundamental Rights. 

 Article 131 cannot be used to settle political differences between 

state and central governments headed by different parties. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/16/centre-state-disputes-and-article-

131/ 

125. Consider the following statements with respect to World Health 

Organisation (WHO): 

1. World Health Organisation is a specialized agency of the United 

Nations that is concerned with international public health. 

2. The International Sanitary Conferences, originally held on 23 June 

1921, were the first predecessors of the WHO. 

3. World Health Day is a global health awareness day celebrated every 

year on 7 February, under the sponsorship of the WHO. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 1 only 

(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 3 only 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of 

the United Nations that is concerned with international public 

health.  

 It was established on 7 April 1948, and is headquartered in 

Geneva, Switzerland.  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/16/centre-state-disputes-and-article-131/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/16/centre-state-disputes-and-article-131/
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 The WHO is a member of the United Nations Development Group. 

Its predecessor, the Health Organization, was an agency of the 

League of Nations. 

 The International Sanitary Conferences, originally held on 23 

June 1851, were the first predecessors of the WHO. A series of 14 

conferences that lasted from 1851 to 1938, the International 

Sanitary Conferences worked to combat many diseases, chief 

among them cholera, yellow fever, and the bubonic plague. The 

conferences were largely ineffective until the seventh, in 1892; 

when an International Sanitary Convention that dealt with cholera 

was passed. Five years later, a convention for the plague was 

signed. 

 After World War II, the United Nations absorbed all the other 

health organizations, to form the WHO. 

 The World Health Day is a global health awareness day celebrated 

every year on 7 April, under the sponsorship of the World Health 

Organization. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/16/who-names-top-13-global-health-

challenges-for-the-new-decade/ 

126. Consider the following statements: 

1. Fiscal deficit is reflective of the total borrowing requirements of 

Government. 

2. Higher fiscal deficit means higher borrowing by the government, 

which, in turn, mean lower interest rates in the economy. 

3. In India, the FRBM Act suggests bringing the fiscal deficit down to 

about 3 percent of the GDP is the ideal target. 

4. N.K. Singh committee recommended, a debt-to-GDP ratio of 20% for 

the central government, 40% for the state governments together and a 

fiscal deficit of 2.5% of GDP, both by financial year 2024. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 

(d) All of the above 

Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 It is the difference between the Revenue Receipts plus Non-debt 

Capital Receipts (NDCR) and the total expenditure. 

 In other words, fiscal deficit is “reflective of the total borrowing 

requirements of Government”. 

 Higher fiscal deficit means higher borrowing by the government, 

which, in turn, mean higher interest rates in the economy. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/16/who-names-top-13-global-health-challenges-for-the-new-decade/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/16/who-names-top-13-global-health-challenges-for-the-new-decade/
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 In India, the FRBM Act suggests bringing the fiscal deficit down to 

about 3 percent of the GDP is the ideal target. 

 N.K. Singh committee recommendations, A debt-to-GDP ratio of 

40% for the central government, 20% for the state 

governments together and a fiscal deficit of 2.5% of GDP (gross 

domestic product), both by financial year 2022-23. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/16/indias-fiscal-deficit/ 

127. Recently HS code has been in news for sometimes, with reference to 

this consider the following statements: 

1. It is a five-digit identification code. 

2. It is developed by the World Customs Organization (WCO). 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: HS code mean:- Harmonised System, or simply ‘HS’: 

 It is a six-digit identification code. Of the six digits, the first two 

denote the HS Chapter, the next two give the HS heading, and the 

last two give the HS subheading. 

 Developed by the World Customs Organization (WCO). 

 Called the “universal economic language” for goods. 

 It is a multipurpose international product nomenclature. 

 The system currently comprises of around 5,000 commodity 

groups. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/16/hsn-code/ 

128. Israel has borders with 

1. Lebanon 

2. Syria 

3. Saudi Arabia 

4. Egypt 

5. Jordan 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 5 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 5 only 

(c) 1 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 4 and 5 

Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/16/indias-fiscal-deficit/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/16/hsn-code/
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129. Consider the following list of west Asian cities: 

1. Damascus 

2. Beirut 

3. Jerusalem 

4. Amman 

Arrange them as they would appear on a map from north to south: 

(a) 1-2-3-4 

(b) 2-1-4-3 

(c) 3-2-4-1 

(d) 2-3-1-4 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 
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130. With which one of the following countries does Turkey have a land 

border? 

(a) Saudi Arabia 

(b) Iran 

(c) Jordan 

(d) Lebanon 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

  
 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 17st Jan-2020 
 

131. Consider the following statements: 
1. NIA Act was passed in 15 October 1984, following Operation Blue 

Star. 

2. National Investigation Agency investigate offences related to human 
trafficking and counterfeit currency. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 
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 NIA act governs the functioning of India’s premier counter-terror 

agency i.e. National Investigation Agency  

 It was passed in the wake of the 26/11 Mumbai terrorist attacks. 

 The 2019 NIA Amendment Act expanded the type of offences that 

the investigative body could investigate and prosecute. The agency 
can now investigate offences related to human trafficking, 
counterfeit currency, manufacture or sale of prohibited arms, 

cyber-terrorism, and offences under the Explosive Substances Act, 
1908. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/17/what-is-national-investigation-
agency-act-and-why-is-chhattisgarh-challenging-it/ 

132. Consider the following statements: 
1. The Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) replacing the 

erstwhile Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP) was approved in March 
2016. 

2. Revenue Sharing Contract is the main feature of HELP. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 The Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) 
replacing the erstwhile New Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP) 

was approved in March 2016. 

 The main features of HELP are Revenue Sharing Contract, single 

Licence for exploration and production of conventional as well as 
unconventional Hydrocarbon resources, marketing & pricing 

freedom, etc. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/17/open-acreage-licensing-policy-4/ 

133. Consider the following statements: 

1. Petroleum Conservation Research Association (PCRA) was established 
with effect from 20th February 1997 by an Act of Parliament. 

2. Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) is a registered 
autonomous organisation set up under the aegis of Ministry of 

Communication. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: Petroleum Conservation Research Association 

(established in 1978) 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/17/what-is-national-investigation-agency-act-and-why-is-chhattisgarh-challenging-it/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/17/what-is-national-investigation-agency-act-and-why-is-chhattisgarh-challenging-it/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/17/open-acreage-licensing-policy-4/
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 It is a registered society set up under the aegis of Ministry of 

Petroleum & Natural Gas, Government of India. 

 As a non-profit organization, PCRA is a national government 

agency engaged in promoting energy efficiency in various sectors of 
economy. 

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)  

 It is a statutory body set up by the Government of India under 

section 3 of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997.  

 It is the regulator of the telecommunications sector in India. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/17/telecommunication-consumers-
education-and-protection-fund-tcepf/ 

134. Consider the following statements: 

1. India’s latest telecommunication satellite GSAT-30 was successfully 
launched from Sriharikota. 

2. GSAT-30 will provide real time trafficking services. 

3. Arianespace is the world's first commercial launch service provider 
from Russia. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 only 
(d) None of the above 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: Telecommunication satellite – GSAT-30 

 The first mission of the ISRO in 2020, India’s latest 

telecommunication satellite GSAT-30 was successfully launched 
recently, from Spaceport in French Guiana. 

 GSAT-30 will provide telecommunications, broadcasting, 
meteorology, and search and rescue operations  

 Some of the application includes, DTH [direct-to-home] television 
Services, connectivity to VSATs [Very Small Aperture Terminals] for 

ATM, stock exchange, television uplinking and teleport services, 
Digital Satellite News Gathering (DSNG) and e-governance 
applications. 

 Arianespace SA is a French multinational company founded in 
1980 as the world's first commercial launch service provider. It 

undertakes the operation and marketing of the Ariane programme 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/17/gsat-30/ 

135. Consider the following statements 
1. The Brus are endogamous tribe spread across the north eastern states 

of Tripura, Assam, Manipur, and Mizoram. 

2. Both In Tripura and Mizoram, they are recognized as a Particularly 
Vulnerable Tribal Group. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/17/telecommunication-consumers-education-and-protection-fund-tcepf/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/17/telecommunication-consumers-education-and-protection-fund-tcepf/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/17/gsat-30/
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(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 The Brus, also referred to as the Reangs, are spread across the 
northeastern states of Tripura, Assam, Manipur, and Mizoram. 

 In Tripura, they are recognised as a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal 
Group. In Mizoram, they have been targeted by groups that do not 

consider them indigenous to the state. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/17/bru-reang-refugee-agreement/ 

136. Recently Yada Yada virus has been in news for sometimes, It is known 

to infect 
(a) Human Beings 

(b) Mosquitoes 
(c) Coconut Trees 

(d) Pigs 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 Yada Yada virus poses no threat to human beings, because it is a 
part of a group of viruses that only infect mosquitoes.  

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/17/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-17-january-2020/ 

137. Lake Titicaca, one of less than twenty ancient lakes on earth, is situated 

between 
(a) Paraguay and Argentina 
(b) Uganda and Tanzania 

(c) Peru and Bolivia 
(d) Zambia and Zimbabwe 

Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 Lake Titicaca is the largest freshwater lake in South America and 

the highest of the world's large lakes. Titicaca is one of less than 
twenty ancient lakes on earth, and is thought to be there million 

years old.  

 Lake Titicaca sits 3 810 m above sea level and is situated between 

Peru to the west and Bolivia to the east. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/17/bru-reang-refugee-agreement/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/17/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-17-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/17/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-17-january-2020/
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138. Consider the following pairs: 

Southern Cape – Located in country 
1. Cape of Good Hope – South Africa 
2. Cape Horn – Argentina 
3. Cape Leeuwin – New Zealand 
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3  
(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1 and 2 
Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 Cape Horn refers to the steep rocky headland on Hornos Island, 
Tierra del Fuego Archipelago in southern Chile. It is located off the 

southern tip of mainland South America. 

 Cape Leeuwinis the most south-westerly mainland point of the 

Australian continent, in the state of Western Australia. 
139. Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. Colombo is a coastal city in western Sri Lanka. 
2. Trincomalee is a coastal city located along the same latitude as 

Colombo. 

3. Mattala is a town located near the coastal town of Hambantota. 
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Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

 These towns/cities are of interest for India for the following reasons 

(a question could be asked in this manner too): Key Indian projects 
are located here –the proposed joint venture to run the Mattala 
airport (‘A’ in the image) in the island’s Southern Province; an LNG 

terminal near Colombo, and the joint development project of the oil 
storage facility in the eastern port town of Trincomalee. 

  

140. Consider the following statements about the Expanding Universe 
Hypothesis: 
1. Edwin Hubble first theorised that the universe was expanding. 

2. According to this hypothesis, the universe has been expanding for 
nearly fourteen billion years before the present. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 The most popular argument regarding the origin of the universe is 

the Big Bang Theory. It is also called expanding universe 
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hypothesis. Edwin Hubble, in 1920, provided evidence that the 

universe is expanding. As time passes, galaxies move further and 
further apart.  

 Google Doodle: Most people have heard of the Big Bang theory, but 

fewer recognize the name Georges Lemaître, the man who came 
up with the hypothesis that transformed our understanding of 

astrophysics. 

 Lemaître was a Belgian Catholic priest who proposed that the 

universe began as a single primordial atom, which he referred to as 
the “Cosmic Egg”.  

 Lemaître’s 1927 paper theorizing that the universe was expanding 

was soon substantiated by Edwin Hubble’s observations, which 
were published in 1929. 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 18st Jan-2020 
 

141. Consider the following statements: 

1. Coronaviruses are zoonotic. 
2. Coronaviruses can cause pneumonia. 

3. There is no specific treatment available for disease caused by 
coronavirus. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 
(d) All of the above 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

 Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that are known to 

cause illness ranging from the common cold to more severe 
diseases such as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). 

 Coronaviruses are zoonotic, meaning they are transmitted 
between animals and people. 

 There is no specific treatment for disease caused by a novel 
coronavirus. However, many of the symptoms can be treated and 

therefore treatment based on the patient’s clinical condition. 
Moreover, supportive care for infected persons can be highly 

effective. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/coronavirus/ 

142. Which of the following extended the principle of communal 

representation by providing separate electorates for Sikhs? 
(a) Indian Councils Act of 1909  

(b) Government of India Act of 1919 

https://www.google.com/doodles/georges-lemaitres-124th-birthday
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/coronavirus/
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(c) Communal Award by Ramsay MacDonald 

(d) Government of India Act of 1935 

Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 
Government of India Act of 1919: 

 

 It extended the principle of communal representation by 

providing separate electorates for Sikhs, Indian Christians, 
Anglo-Indians and Europeans. 

Communal Award: 

 In August 1932, Ramsay MacDonald, the British Prime 

Minister, announced a scheme of representation of the 
minorities, which came to be known as the Communal Award. 
The award not only continued separate electorates for the 

Muslims, Sikhs, Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians and 
Europeans but also extended it to the depressed classes 

(scheduled castes). 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/sikhs-in-us-to-be-counted-as-
separate-ethnic-group/ 

143. Consider the following statements with reference to Block Chain 

Technology: 
1. Recently C-DAC has set up a Centre of Excellence (CoE) in Blockchain 

Technology in Bengaluru. 
2. Blockchain is the structure of data that represents a financial ledger 

entry, or a record of a transaction. 

3. Petromoneda is a cryptocurrency issued by the Facebook. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 

(d) All of the above 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 National Informatics Centre (NIC) has set up a Centre of 

Excellence (CoE) in Blockchain Technology in Bengaluru, which 
will provide Blockchain as a service and allow stakeholders to 
benefit from shared learning, experiences and resources. 

 Petromoneda, launched in February 2018, is a cryptocurrency 
issued by the government of Venezuela. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/sikhs-in-us-to-be-counted-as-separate-ethnic-group/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/sikhs-in-us-to-be-counted-as-separate-ethnic-group/
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/block-chain-technology-4/ 

144. Consider the following statements with reference to Development 
Support Services For States/UTs (DSSS) For Infrastructure Projects: 
1. DSSS has been implemented by NITI Aayog. 

2. DSSS projects have been supported by World Bank. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/block-chain-technology-4/
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(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 NITI Aayog has implemented a structured initiative for 

“Development Support Services for States (DSSS) for Infrastructure 
Projects” with a vision to achieve transformational, sustained 

delivery of infrastructure projects with state of art capacity 
disseminated at all levels of governance.  

 The key objective behind the objective is creating PPP success 

stories and rebooting infrastructure project delivery models so a 
sustainable infrastructure creation cycle is established. 

 The DSSS Infrastructure initiative involves providing project level 
support from Concept plan till financial closure to State 

Governments / UTs.  

 NITI Aayog has appointed M/s Ernst & Young LLP (EYLLP) as its 

consultant to formalize the initiative and to engage with states to 
identify a project shortlist and providing transaction management 

for implementing selected infrastructure projects on ground. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/development-support-services-for-
states-uts-dsss-for-infrastructure-projects/ 

145. Consider the following statements: 
1. New South Wales is a state on the west coast of Australia. 
2. Mawson Peak is the highest mountain on the Australian mainland. 

3. Tropical grass land found in Australia is Downs. 
Which of the above given statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 

(d) None of the above 
Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 New South Wales is a state on the east coast of Australia. 

 Mount Kosciuszko is the highest mountain on the Australian 

mainland. 

 Temperate grass land found in Australia is Downs. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/australian-bushfires/ 

146. Z-Morh Tunnel is a road tunnel project and is the first step toward 
ensuring all-weather connectivity between 
(a) Srinagar and Kargil 

(b) Jammu and Ladakh 
(c) Srinagar and Leh 

(d) Kargil and Leh 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/development-support-services-for-states-uts-dsss-for-infrastructure-projects/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/development-support-services-for-states-uts-dsss-for-infrastructure-projects/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/australian-bushfires/
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Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 Z-Morh Tunnel is a road tunnel project and is the first step toward 

ensuring all-weather connectivity between Srinagar and Kargil in 
Ladakh region of India.  

Refer: Facts For Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-18-january-2020/ 

147. ‘Sahyog-Kaijin’ is a joint coast guard exercise between 
(a) India and Maldives 

(b) India and Japan 
(c) India and Sri Lanka 

(d) India and France 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 It is a joint coast guard exercise between India and Japan. 

 The latest edition is being held in India. 

Refer: Facts For Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-18-january-2020/ 

148. The ‘Pemberton Line’ and the ‘Johnstone Line’ are related to the 
boundary between India and 
(a) Sri Lanka 

(b) Nepal 
(c) Myanmar 

(d) China 
Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 In the medieval ages, Manipur and Burmese kings often wrested 
the valley from each other until the British defeated the Burmese 

and signed the Treaty of Yandaboo in 1826.  

 But the valley was returned to Burma in the second treaty of 1834 

and a boundary line between British India and Burma was drawn 
by Captain R.B. Pemberton.  

 The Pemberton Line had left out certain restive Kuki areas that 

were included in a rectified boundary in 1881 called Johnstone 

Line.  

 The boundary was redrawn again in 1896 to have 38 pillars and be 

known as Maxwell or Pemberton-Johnstone-Maxwell Line. 
149.  The official history of Earth has a new chapter –and we are in it. Called 

the ‘Meghalayan Age’ (within the Holocene epoch), its onset was marked 

by 
(a) Dramatic warming that ended the most recent glacial period about 

11,500 years ago. 
(b) Abrupt cooling, attributed to vast volumes of freshwater from melting 

glaciers running into the oceans and disrupting ocean currents. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/18/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-january-2020/
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(c) A mega-drought that crushed a number of civilization’s worldwide. 

(d) The beginning of Industrial revolution. 
Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

 Geologists have classified the last 4,200 years as being a distinct 

age in the story of our planet. They are calling it the Meghalayan 
Age, the onset of which was marked by a mega-drought that 
crushed a number of civilization’s worldwide. 

 We currently live in what is called the Holocene Epoch, which 
reflects everything that has happened over the past 11,700 years -

since a dramatic warming kicked us out of the last ice age.  

 But the Holocene itself can be subdivided, according to the 

International Commission on Stratigraphy (ICS).  

 It is the official keeper of geologic time and it proposed three stages 

be introduced to denote the epoch's upper, middle and lower 
phases. 

 These all record major climate events. The Meghalayan, the 
youngest stage, runs from 4,200 years ago to the present. It began 

with a destructive drought, whose effects lasted two centuries, and 
severely disrupted civilizations in Egypt, Greece, Syria, Palestine, 
Mesopotamia, the Indus Valley, and the Yangtze River Valley. 

 It was likely triggered by shifts in ocean and atmospheric 
circulation. The middle phase of the Holocene will be referred to as 

the Northgrippian, and runs from 8,300 years ago up to the start of 
the Meghalayan.  

 The onset for this age was an abrupt cooling, attributed to vast 

volumes of freshwater from melting glaciers in Canada running 
into the North Atlantic and disrupting ocean currents.  

 The oldest phase of the Holocene -the exit from the ice age -will be 
known as the Greenlandian. 

 See image: A portion of an Indian stalagmite (from Meghalaya) that 
defines the beginning of the Meghalayan age. 
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150. The image of which one of the following UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

of India is not to be found on the reverse of any new banknote 
denominations? 

(a) Stone chariot, Hampi 
(b) Padmapani painting, Ajanta caves 
(c) Rani Ki Vav, Patan 

(d) Red Fort, Delhi 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 10 –Sun Temple, Konark; 

 50 –Stone chariot, Hampi; 

 100 –Rani kiVav, Patan; 

 200 –Sanchi Stupa; 

 500 –Red Fort, Delhi; 

 2000 –Mangalyaan; 

  

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 20st Jan-2020 
 

151. Consider the following statements with reference to Sexual Harassment 
of Women and Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act in 
2013: 

1. It extends to the whole of India. 
2. Under the Act, in relation to a workplace, a woman is an employee 

being above the age of 18 years, who alleges to have been subjected to 

any act of sexual harassment by the respondent. 
3. This statute superseded the Vishaka Guidelines for Prevention of 

Sexual Harassment (POSH) introduced by the Parliament of India. 
Which of the given above statements is/are not correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 1 only 
(c) 2 and 3 

(d) All of the above 
Ans: (c) 
Explanation: Here Directive word is Not Correct!! 

 This act defines aggrieved women as, in relation to a workplace, a 
woman, of any age whether employed or not, who alleges to have 

been subjected to any act of sexual harassment by the respondent. 

 Vishaka Guidelines for Prevention Of Sexual Harassment (POSH) 

introduced by the Supreme court of India. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/20/tougher-law-against-sexual-
harassment-at-work/ 

 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/20/tougher-law-against-sexual-harassment-at-work/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/20/tougher-law-against-sexual-harassment-at-work/
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152. Consider the following statements about ASER 2019: 

1. This is the largest government led survey in India. 
2. It has been conducted every year since 2005 in all rural districts of 

India. 
3. Its recommendations are not binding on government. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 2 and 3 
(c) 2 Only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 ASER has been conducted every year since 2005 in all rural 

districts of India. 

 It is the largest citizen-led survey in India. 

 It is also the only annual source of information on children’s 
learning outcomes available in India today. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/20/aser-2019/ 

153. Consider the following statements about Central Institute of Classical 
Tamil (CICT): 

1. It is an autonomous institute of higher learning under Ministry of 
culture. 

2. The Institute is responsible for the Sangita Kalanidhi award. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 The Central Institute of Classical Tamil (CICT) is an 
autonomous Institute of higher research functioning under the 

Ministry of Human Resources Development, Government of 
India. 

 The Institute is responsible for the Kural Peedam Award. 

Refer: Facts For Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/20/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-20-january-2020/ 

154. Consider the following statements: 
1. DFCCIL has been designated by Government of India as a special 

purpose vehicle. 

2. Chennai - Goa Dedicated Freight Corridor goes through Bangalore-
Chennai Industrial Corridor promoted by World Bank & India. 

3. Dedicated Freight Corridor will help India to achieve target committed 

by India in the Paris climate accord. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/20/aser-2019/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/20/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/20/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-january-2020/
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(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 
(c) 1 and 3 

(d) All of the above 
Ans: (c) 
Explanation: Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation of India 

(DFCCIL) 

 DFCCIL has been registered as a company under the Companies 

Act 1956 on 30 October 2006. 

 DFCCIL has been designated by Government of India as a `special 
purpose vehicle`, and has been created to undertake planning & 

development, mobilization of financial resources and construction, 
maintenance and operation of the Dedicated Freight Corridors.  

 Chennai - Goa Dedicated Freight Corridor: This DFC goes 

through Bangalore-Chennai Industrial Corridor promoted by 
Japan & India. 

 DFC will help India to achieve target committed by India in the 
Paris climate accord, by migrating from diesel propelled freight 

trains and fossil fuel-based road traffic to electricity based railway 
locomotives. India is leader in renewable energy with most of the 

new electricity generation capacity is added using solar, wind and 
nuclear sources. 

Refer: Facts For Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/20/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-20-january-2020/ 

155. Recently ELECRAMA 2020 has been in news for sometimes, it is 
primarily related to 

(a) Showcasing Tribal Culture 
(b) Hackathons in Energy and Utility 
(c) Aviation Electronics Expo 

(d) None of the above 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: ELECRAMA 2020 

 It is the flagship showcase of the Indian electrical industry and a 

platform to connect the world with the Indian industry in respect of 
technology, new trends and innovation for the future energy 
transition. 

Refer: Facts For Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/20/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-20-january-2020/ 

156. Which one of the following handicrafts has been accorded the 

Geographical Indication tag and also belongs to the state of Jammu and 
Kashmir? 
(a) Khatamband 

(b) Kani shawl 
(c) Phulkarid 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/20/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/20/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/20/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/20/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-january-2020/
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(d) Paper machie 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: Apart from the three mentioned in the options, other J&K 

handicrafts accorded GI tags include: 

 Pashmina 

 Sozani craft 

 Walnut wood carving 

 Hand-knotted carpet 
157. With which of the following countries does Vietnam share borders? 

1. Cambodia 
2. Laos 
3. Myanmar 
4. Thailand 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 
(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 and 4 
(d) 1, 2 and 4 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

  
158. Which one of the following African countries does not open out to the 

Indian Ocean? 

(a) Kenya 
(b) Tanzania 

(c) Malawi 
(d) Mozambique 
Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 
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 Mainland African countries that open out to the Indian Ocean from 

North to South –Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique and South 
Africa. 

  
159. The Sufi work Kashf-ul-Mahjub was written by 

(a) Abu’l Hasan al Hujwiri 
(b) Moinuddin Chishti 

(c) Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya 
(d) Amir Khusrau 
Ans: (a) 

 Abu’l Hasan al Hujwiri was an 11th-century Iranian Sunni 
Muslim mystic, theologian, and preacher from Ghazna, who 

became famous for composing the Kashf al-maḥjub (Unveiling of 
the Hidden), which is considered the "earliest formal treatise" on 
Sufism in Persian. 

160. Which one of the following pairs of organization and their founders is 
NOT correctly matched? 
(a) National Liberation Federation: Tej Bahadur Sapru and M. R. Jayakar 

(b) Jamiat-ul-Ulama-i Hind: Maulana Mahmudal Hasan Shaikh-ul-Hind 
(c) Congress Democratic Party: B. G. Tilak 
(d) Congress Socialist Party: M. N. Roy 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 B G Tilak to fight for Swarajya, started Congress Democratic 
Party in April 1920. In Mumbai with in the congress also known as 

first Democratic Swarajya Party. 



Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (January 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

98 

   

 Congress Socialist Party (CSP) was a socialist party within the 

Indian National Congress. 
o founded in 1934 by Congress members who rejected what 

they saw as the anti-rational mysticism of Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi as well as the sectarian attitude of the 

Communist Party of India towards the Congress. 
o Founders: Jai Prakash Narayan, Ram Manohar Lohia, 

Acharya Narendra Deva. 

 Indian National Liberation Federation: 
o The party (INLF) was founded by Surendra Nath Banarjea 

and some of its prominent leaders were Tej Bahadur Sapru, 
V. S Srinivasa Sastri and M. R. Jayakar. 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 21st Jan-2020 
 

161. Consider the following statements regarding polio: 
1. Poliomyelitis is a highly infectious viral disease, which mainly affects 

young children. 
2. The virus is transmitted mainly through the faecal-oral route but not 

contaminated water or food. 
3. There is no cure for polio. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 2 and 3 
(c) 1 only 

(d) 1 and 2 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 Poliomyelitis (polio) is a highly infectious viral disease, which 

mainly affects young children.  

 The virus is transmitted by person-to-person spread mainly 

through the faecal-oral route or, less frequently, by a common 
vehicle (e.g. contaminated water or food) and multiplies in the 
intestine, from where it can invade the nervous system and can 

cause paralysis. 

 Initial symptoms of polio include fever, fatigue, headache, vomiting, 

stiffness in the neck, and pain in the limbs. In a small proportion 
of cases, the disease causes paralysis, which is often permanent. 

 There is no cure for polio, it can only be prevented by 
immunization. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/21/pulse-polio-programme/ 

 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/21/pulse-polio-programme/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (January 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

99 

   

162. Which of the following nations have/has been declared ‘reciprocating 
territory’ by India? 
1. Malaysia 
2. Singapore 
3. Nepal 
4. Bangladesh 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 4 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 
(c) 2 and 3 
(d) All of the above  

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 Apart from UAE, the other countries declared to be “reciprocating 
territories” are: United Kingdom, Singapore, Bangladesh, Malaysia, 

Trinidad & Tobago, New Zealand, the Cook Islands (including Niue) 
and the Trust Territories of Western Samoa, Hong Kong, Papua 
New Guinea, Fiji, Aden. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/21/uae-has-been-declared-
reciprocating-territory-by-india/ 

163. Which of the following reports have/has been published by World 

Economic Forum? 
1. Networked Readiness Index 
2. Global Energy Transition Index 
3. Global Gender Gap Index 
4. Future Of Jobs Report 
5. Future Of Work In India 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 2 and 3  
(c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
(d) All of the above 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 All of the given reports/index’s published by WEF(including Global 
social mobility report) 

 Future of Work initiative by ILO 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/21/global-social-mobility-report/ 

164. Consider the following statements: 
1. The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test–Ban Treaty (CTBT) is a multilateral 

treaty that bans all nuclear explosions, for both civilian and military 

purposes, in all environments. 
2. Currently only five countries have not signed Non-Proliferation Treaty 

(NPT). 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/21/uae-has-been-declared-reciprocating-territory-by-india/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/21/uae-has-been-declared-reciprocating-territory-by-india/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/21/global-social-mobility-report/
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3. NPT represents the only binding commitment in a multilateral treaty 

to the goal of disarmament by the nuclear-weapon States. 
4. More countries have ratified the NPT than any other arms limitation 

and disarmament agreement. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 
(d) All of the above 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 

 The NPT is a landmark international treaty whose objective is to 
prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and weapons technology, to 

promote cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and to 
further the goal of achieving nuclear disarmament and general and 
complete disarmament.  

 The Treaty represents the only binding commitment in a 
multilateral treaty to the goal of disarmament by the nuclear-

weapon States. Opened for signature in 1968, the Treaty entered 
into force in 1970.  

 On 11 May 1995, the Treaty was extended indefinitely.   

 A total of 191 States have joined the Treaty, including the five 

nuclear-weapon States. More countries have ratified the NPT than 
any other arms limitation and disarmament agreement, a 

testament to the Treaty’s significance. 

 Currently only five countries have not signed NPT which are, 

India, Pakistan, Israel, South Sudan and North Korea. 

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test–Ban Treaty (CTBT) is a multilateral 
treaty that bans all nuclear explosions, for both civilian and military 
purposes, in all environments. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/21/non-proliferation-treaty-npt/ 

165. Consider the following statements with reference to e-NAM: 
1. eNAM is a pan-India electronic trading portal. 
2. Small Farmers Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) is the lead agency for 

implementing eNAM under the aegis of Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry. 
3. NAM is completely virtual market without mandi at the back end. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 1 only 

(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/21/non-proliferation-treaty-npt/
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 National Agriculture Market (eNAM) is a pan-India electronic 

trading portal which networks the existing APMC mandis to create 
a unified national market for agricultural commodities. 

 Small Farmers Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) is the lead 
agency for implementing eNAM under the aegis of Ministry of 

Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, Government of India. 

 NAM is a “virtual”market but it has a physical market (mandi) at 

the back end. 

  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/21/national-agriculture-market/ 

166. Which one of the following Central American countries does not open 
out to the Pacific Ocean? 
(a) Nicaragua 

(b) Belize 
(c) Honduras 

(d) El Salvador 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/21/national-agriculture-market/
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167. Formosa Strait, often in the news, extends from 

(a) Southwest to Northeast between the Java and Celebes Seas 
(b) South to North between the Black and Azov Seas 
(c) West to East between Timor and Arafura Seas 

(d) Southwest to Northeast between the South and East China Seas 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

 Taiwan Strait, also called Formosa Strait, lies between the coast 

of China’s Fukien province and the island of Taiwan (also known as 
Formosa). The strait extends from southwest to northeast between 
the South and East China Sea. 
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168. The Yucatan Peninsula forms a divider between the 

(a) Gulf of California and the Pacific Ocean 
(b) Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea 
(c) Korea Bay and the Bohai Sea 

(d) Gulf of Carpentaria and the Coral Sea 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 A north-eastern projection of Central America, lying between the 

Gulf of Mexico to the west and north and the Caribbean Sea to 
the east. 
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169. Technical Textiles are 

(a) The high tenacity fibres which are lightest and toughest fabrics mainly 
used in automobile and aerospace industries. 

(b) The toughest fabrics which are much heavier than polyesters and 
used in power industries. 

(c) The toughest fabrics having rigidity mainly used in polyhouse 

construction.    
(d) The high tenacity fabrics having fire resistance property. 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 Technical Textiles are defined as Textile material and products 

manufactured primarily for their Technical performance and 
functional properties rather than aesthetic and decorative 

characteristics. 

 Technical textiles include textiles for automotive applications, 

medical textiles (e.g., implants), geotextiles (reinforcement of 
embankments), agrotextiles (textiles for crop protection), and 
protective clothing (e.g., heat and radiation protection for fire 

fighter clothing, molten metal protection for welders, stab 
protection and bulletproof vests, and spacesuits). 

  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/04/30/technical-textiles/ 

170. Which one of the following termed as ‘Dry ice’? 
(a) Ice present in ice-cream 

(b) Solid water at Antarctica 
(c) Solid state of carbon dioxide 

(d) Solid water of ionosphere 
Ans: (c) 
Explanation:  Dry ice, carbon dioxide in its solid form. 

 Dry Ice Applications: most common use of dry ice is to preserve 
food, using non-cyclic refrigeration, apart from this 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/04/30/technical-textiles/
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o Maintaining produce at chilled temperatures 

o Maintaining produce at frozen temperatures 
o Airline Shipping 

o Dry ice is sometimes used in the presentation of food in 
restaurants. 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 22st Jan-2020 
 

171. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 
Reports/Index – Publishers/Org 

1. Climate Finance Shadow Report – Oxfam International 
2. Global Electric Vehicle Outlook – Tesla Motors 
3. Global Investment Trends Monitor – World Bank 
4. The Global State Of Democracy Index – Economist Intelligence Unit  
5. Fiscal Monitor Report – International Monetary Fund  
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
(b) 1, 4 and 5 
(c) 1 and 5 
(d) 2, 3 and 4 
Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

 Climate Finance Shadow Report – Oxfam International (Other 

Reports Of Oxfam, ‘Commitment To Reducing Inequality (CRI) 
Report’, ‘Time To Care’, ‘Prescription For Poverty Report’) 

 Global Electric Vehicle Outlook – International Energy Agency 
(Also Releases, ‘World Energy Outlook’, ‘World Energy Statistics 

Report’, ‘World Energy Balances Report’, ‘Energy Technology 
Perspectives’) 

 Global Investment Trends Monitor – UNCTAD 

 The Global State Of Democracy Index – International Institute 

For Democracy And Electoral Assistance 

 The Democracy Index – Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) 

 Fiscal Monitor Report – International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/22/time-to-care-report/ 

172. Consider the following statements: 
1. The Anti-Defection Law was passed in 1985, through the 52nd 

amendment to the Constitution, during the period of Indira Gandhi 
government 

2. A nominated member joins a party six months after he becomes a 

member of the legislature will not be disqualified under Anti defection 
law. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 Only 
(b) 2 Only 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/22/time-to-care-report/
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(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

 Several efforts were made to make some law to curb defections. 

Starting from private members’ efforts, Bills were brought in by the 
government at different times. 

 No Bill could be passed because of one reason or the other. 

However, the most important reason was that there was no 
consensus on the basic provisions of an anti-defection law.  

 Finally, in 1985, the Rajiv Gandhi government brought a Bill to 
amend the Constitution and curb defection. The 10th Schedule of 

the Constitution, which contains the anti-defection law, was added 
to the Constitution through 52nd amendment. 

 According to it, a member of a House belonging to any political 

party becomes disqualified for being a member of the House, if: 

o He voluntarily gives up his membership of such political 
party; or 

o He votes or abstains from voting in such House contrary to 

any direction issued by his political party without obtaining 
prior permission of such party and such act has not been 
condoned by the party within 15 days. 

o An independent candidate joins a political party after the 
election. 

o A nominated member joins a party six months after he 
becomes a member of the legislature. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/22/powers-of-speaker-under-10th-
schedule/ 

173. Arrange following proposed three Capitals of Andhra Pradesh in the 
direction of South to North: 
1. Legislative Capital 
2. Executive Capital 

3. Judiciary Capital 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 3-2-1 

(b) 3-1-2 
(c) 1-3-2 
(d) 2-3-1 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: The three capitals of AP: 

 Kurnool– judicial capital. 

 Visakhapatnam– executive capital. 

 Amaravati (Guntur Dist)– legislative capital. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/22/powers-of-speaker-under-10th-schedule/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/22/powers-of-speaker-under-10th-schedule/
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/22/three-capitals-for-andhra-pradesh/ 

174. Consider the following statements with respect to National Start-up 
Advisory Council: 
1. It will consist of the non-official members, to be nominated by both 

Central and State governments. 

2. The Council will be chaired by Cabinet Secretary of Ministry of 
Commerce & Industry. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: National Start-up Advisory Council: 

 The Council will be chaired by Minster for Commerce & 

Industry. 

  It will consist of the non-official members, to be nominated by 

Central Government, from various categories like founders of 
successful startups, veterans and persons capable of 
representing interests of incubators and accelerators etc. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/22/national-startup-advisory-council/ 

175. Consider the following statements with reference to United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development: 
1. It is a permanent intergovernmental body established by the UN 

Secretariat in 1964 

2. It is supporting the development of BioTrade-friendly ABS systems in 
the Mekong region. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/22/three-capitals-for-andhra-pradesh/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/22/national-startup-advisory-council/
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3. It supports the implementation of Financing for Development, as 

mandated by the global community in the 2015 Addis Ababa Agenda. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 2 and 3 
(c) 1 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: United Nations Conference on Trade and Development: 

 UNCTAD is a permanent intergovernmental body established by 

the United Nations General Assembly in 1964.  

 UNCTAD is part of the UN Secretariat. It reports to the UN 

General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council, also 
part of the United Nations Development Group. 

 UNCTAD is supporting the development of BioTrade-friendly 

ABS systems in the Mekong region. Through this programme, 
UNCTAD will steer, manage and actively collaborate with 

partners and other stakeholders to implement programme 
activities that focus on three specific areas: 

o Increased coordination and knowledge sharing among 
stakeholders; 

o Enabled policy environment for BioTrade companies at the 

national and international levels; and 
o Facilitated market linkages for companies selling BioTrade-

related products. 

 It also support implementation of Financing for Development, 

as mandated by the global community in the 2015 Addis 
Ababa Agenda, together with four other major institutional 
stakeholders: the World Bank, the International Monetary 

Fund, the World Trade Organization, and the United Nations 
Development Programme. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/22/global-investment-trend-monitor-
report/ 

176. Consider the following statements: 
1. The Himalayan Chandra Telescope (HCT) at the Indian Astronomical 

Observatory (IAO), Hanle is operated by the ISRO. 
2. Thirty meter Telescope (TMT) is a robotic telescope and the first one 

designed to observe dynamic or transient events in the universe. 
3. TMT project funded by scientific organisations of Germany, China, 

India, Japan and USA. 
Which of the given above statements is/are not correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (d) 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/22/global-investment-trend-monitor-report/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/22/global-investment-trend-monitor-report/
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Explanation: Here Directive word is Not Correct!! 

About Himalayan Chandra Telescope (HCT : The 2-m Himalayan 

Chandra Telescope (HCT) at the Indian Astronomical Observatory (IAO), 
Hanle is operated by the Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA), 

Bangalore.  

It is remotely operated using a dedicated satellite communication link 
from the Centre for Research & Education in Science & Technology 
(CREST), Indian Institute of Astrophysics, Hosakote, about 35 km 

northeast of Bangalore.  

The Telescope is available to the astronomical community, though some 
time is reserved for observations of Target of Opportunity programmes 

and service observations.  

About GROWTH-India Telescope: The GROWTH-India telescope is part 
of a multi-country collaborative initiative – known as the Global Relay of 
Observatories Watching Transients Happen (GROWTH). It is India’s first 

robotic telescope and the first one designed to observe dynamic or 
transient events in the universe has started observing the skies. 

About The Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT): It is an astronomical 

observatory with an extremely large telescope (ELT). 

It is an international project being funded by scientific organisations of 
Canada, China, India, Japan and USA. 

Planned location: Mauna Kea on the island of Hawaii in the US state of 
Hawaii. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/22/thirty-meter-telescope-tmt-2/ 

177. Which one of the following is a measure of sustainable income level that 

can be secured without decreasing the stock of natural assets? 
(a) Natural capital stock 
(b) Environment value 

(c) Green accounting 
(d) Social discount rate 

Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 Better macroeconomic and societal indicators are needed to reflect 

the contribution of biodiversity and ecosystem services to human 
well-being. 

 One approach that is gaining momentum across the globe is 
“green accounting” whereby national accounts are adjusted to 

include the value of nature´s goods and services 

 Green accounting allows the computation of income for a nation 

by taking into account the economic damage and depletion in 
natural resource base of a country.  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/22/thirty-meter-telescope-tmt-2/
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 It is a measure of sustainable income level that can be secured 

without decreasing the stock of natural assets. 

178. With which of the following Central American countries does Mexico 
have borders? 

1. Belize 
2. Honduras 
3. Guatemala 
4. El Salvador 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

  

179. Declared as a national geo-heritage site in 1975, this island is estimated 
to be geological formation that goes back to a time when Greater India 
broke away from Madagascar. It is renowned for its unique hexagonal 
columns of basaltic lava. This is 
(a) St. Mary’s Island, Karnataka 
(b) Divar Island, Goa 

(c) Umananda Island, Assam 
(d) Munroe Island, Kerala 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 
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 An  ancient  circular  lake  created  by  a  meteorite  strike  in  

Maharashtra  and  a  hexagonal mosaic of basaltic rocks in an island 
off Udupi are poised to become global geo parks, under a Geological 

Survey of India (GSI) plan.  

 Lonar Lake in Maharashtra and St. Mary’s Island and Malpe beach 

in coastal Karnataka are the GSI’s candidates for UNESCO Global 
Geo Park Network status. 

 St. Mary’s Island, declared a national geo-heritage site in 1975, and 
is estimated to be an 88-million-year-old formation that goes back 

to a time when Greater India broke away from Madagascar. 
180. Which of the following Indian sites have been designated as Wetlands of 

International importance under the Ramsar Convention? 

1. Sasthamkotta lake 
2. Vembanad-Kol wetland 
3. Surinsar-Mansar  
4. Rangdum wetlands 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 Rangdum Wetlands is not a Ramsar site. The other three are. 
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 23st Jan-2020 
 

181. Consider the following statements: 
1. National Commission for Backward Classes is not a non-

constitutional body. 
2. NCBC is not yet empowered to look into the grievances of persons of 

Other Backward Classes. 

3. Recently GOI has set up a commission to examine sub-categorization 
of OBCs. 

Which of the given above statements is/are not correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 2 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: Here Directive word is Not Correct!! 

 National Commission for Backward Classes is a constitutional 

body (123rd constitutional amendment bill 2018 and 102nd 
amendment in constitution to make it constitutional body). 

 Initially National Commission for Backward Classes was not 
empowered to look into the grievances of persons of Other 

Backward Classes. But consequent to the 102nd Constitutional 
Amendment Act and the insertion of Article 338B, these powers are 
now vested in NCBC. 

 The Government has constituted a Commission under article 

340, on 2nd October, 2017, to examine the issues of the sub-
categorization of Other Backward Classes 

 Recently, Cabinet approves Extension of term of the 

commission constituted under Article 340 of the constitution to 
examine the issue of Sub-categorization within other Backward 

Classes in the Central List. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/23/commission-to-examine-sub-
categorization-of-other-backward-classes-2/ 

182. Recently Democracy Index 2019 has been released by The Economist 
Intelligence Unit. This Index includes which of the following categories? 
1. Civil Liberties 

2. Political Culture 
3. Political Participation 
4. Inclusive Governance 
5. Functioning Of Government 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 
(b) 1, 2, 3 and 5 
(c) 2, 3, 4 and 5 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/23/commission-to-examine-sub-categorization-of-other-backward-classes-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/23/commission-to-examine-sub-categorization-of-other-backward-classes-2/
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Ans: (b) 

Explanation: The Democracy Index is based on five categories: 

 Electoral process and pluralism. 

 Civil liberties. 

 Functioning of government. 

 Political participation. 

 Political culture. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/23/democracy-index-2019/ 

183. Recently ‘Manila Amendments’ were in news for sometimes, these 
amendments were adopted under the guidance of  

(a) International Maritime Organisation 
(b) United Nations Environment Program 
(c) United Nations Convention To Combat Desertification 

(d) Asian Development Bank 
Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

The IMO Convention on Standards of Training Certification and 
Watch keeping of Seafarers adopted a new set of amendments in Manila 

in 2010 called "The Manila Amendments".  
These amendments were necessary to keep training standards in line 
with new technological and operational requirements that require new 

shipboard competencies. 
The Manila Amendments were effective as of 1 January 2012. 

The most significant amendments are: 
 New rest hours for seafarers 
 New grades of certificates of competency for able seafarers in both 

deck and engine 
 New and updated training, refreshing requirements 
 Mandatory security training 

 Additional medical standards 
 Specific Alcohol limits in blood or breath. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/23/mutual-recognition-of-certificates-
of-competency-of-seafarers/ 

184. Consider the following statements: 
1. East Asian Observatory is a part of Bonn Convention that aims to 

conserve migratory species within their migratory ranges. 
2. The Bonn Challenge is a global effort to bring 150 million hectares of 

the world’s deforested and degraded land into restoration by 2020, 
and 350 million hectares by 2030.  

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 Only 
(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (b) 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/23/democracy-index-2019/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/23/mutual-recognition-of-certificates-of-competency-of-seafarers/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/23/mutual-recognition-of-certificates-of-competency-of-seafarers/
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Explanation: 

 East Asian Observatory formed by EACOA (East Asian Core 
Observatories Association) for the purpose of pursuing joint 

projects in astronomy within the East Asian region. The intention 
of EAO is to build and operate facilities, which will enhance and 
leverage existing and planned regional facilities. 

 The Bonn Challenge is a global effort to bring 150 million hectares 
of the world’s deforested and degraded land into restoration by 
2020, and 350 million hectares by 2030. 

 Bonn Convention (Convention on the Conservation of 
Migratory Species of Wild Animals) 

o It was launched in 2011 by the Government of Germany and 
IUCN, and later endorsed and extended by the New York 
Declaration on Forests at the 2014 UN Climate Summit. 

o The CMS is the only global and UN-based intergovernmental 
organization established exclusively for the conservation and 

management of terrestrial, aquatic and avian migratory 
species throughout their range. 

o India will host next Conference of Parties 13 (CMS COP13) in 

year 2020. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/23/eao-east-asian-observatory/ 

185. Which of the following is/are the primary greenhouse gases found in 

the Earth’s atmosphere? 
1. Carbon dioxide 
2. Ethane 
3. Nitrogen 
4. Hydrofluorocarbons 
5. Dry Ice 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1, 3 and 4 

(b) 1, 4 and 5 
(c) 1 and 4 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

Two characteristics of atmospheric gases determine the strength of their 
greenhouse effect. 

 
The first is the Global Warming Potential (GWP), a measure of the 
radiative effect of each unit of gas over a specified period of time, 

expressed relative to the radiative effect of carbon dioxide (CO2). An 
amount of gas with high GWP will warm the Earth more than the same 
amount of CO2. 

 
The second is the atmospheric lifetime, which measures how long the gas 

stays in the atmosphere before natural processes (e.g., chemical reaction) 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/23/eao-east-asian-observatory/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (January 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

115 

   

remove it. A gas with a long lifetime can exert more warming influence 

than a gas with a short lifetime (assuming the GWPs are equal). 
 

  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/23/hydrochlorofluorocarbons-hcfc/ 

186. Consider the following statements: 

1. Recently, Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises has 
allocated a separate Harmonised System (HS) code for Khadi. 

2. The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) is a statutory 
body established by an Act of Parliament. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 
 The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) is a 

statutory body established by an Act of Parliament (Khadi and 

Village Industries Commission Act of 1956). In April 1957, it took 
over the work of former All India Khadi and Village Industries 

Board. 
 It is an apex organization under the Ministry of Micro, Small 

and Medium Enterprises, with regard to khadi and village 

industries within India, which seeks to – “plan, promote, facilitate, 
organise and assist in the establishment and development of khadi 
and village industries in the rural areas in coordination with other 

agencies engaged in rural development wherever necessary.” 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/23/hydrochlorofluorocarbons-hcfc/
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 Recently, The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has allocated 

a separate Harmonised System (HS) code for Khadi. 
 Khadi is India’s signature handspun and handwoven cloth that 

was made iconic by Mahatma Gandhi during the freedom struggle. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/23/paris-convention-for-the-protection-
of-industrial-property/ 

187. Point Nemo, the so-called “oceanic pole of inaccessibility”, is located in 

the 
(a) Southern Indian Ocean 

(b) Southern Pacific Ocean 
(c) Central Pacific Ocean 
(d) Southern Atlantic Ocean 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 Loneliness is part of being a long-distance yachtsman, but the spot 
where Mr Tomy was stranded was not the most isolated in the 

world’s oceans, in terms of distance from any land. In 1992, 
Croatian-Canadian survey engineer Hrvoje Lukatela worked out 
that the so-called “oceanic pole of inaccessibility” –since named 

Point Nemo –was in the southern Pacific. 

  

 

188. IEEE standard protocol which defines a wireless Personal Area Network 
(PAN) operable in a room is 

(a) WI-FI 
(b) Bluetooth 

(c) Infrared 
(d) Wireless LAN 
Ans: (b) 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/23/paris-convention-for-the-protection-of-industrial-property/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/23/paris-convention-for-the-protection-of-industrial-property/
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Explanation: 

 PAN stand for personal area network. In this network all the 
personal devices are connects to form network. Its range is 10 

meters to 33 meters. All devices should be in this range to form 
network. PANs can be wired, such as USB or FireWire, or they can 
be wireless, such as infrared, ZigBee, Bluetooth and 

ultrawideband. 
 A wireless personal area network is a PAN carried over a low-

powered, short-distance wireless network technology such as IrDA, 

Wireless USB, Bluetooth or ZigBee. The reach of a WPAN varies 
from a few centimeters to a few meters. 

 Main features 
o Short-range communication 
o Low power consumption 

o Low cost 
o Small personal networks 

o Communication of devices within a personal space 
189. Which of one the following gas that seeps from the soil, can enter a home 

through cracks in the foundation, walls, drains, and other openings. 
Exposure to this gas in the home is the second leading cause of lung 
cancer. Smoking is the first. Smokers and former smokers exposed to this 
gas may have a much higher risk of death from lung cancer?  
(a) Asbestos 
(b) Nitrogen dioxide 

(c) Radon 
(d) Carbon monoxide  
Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 
 Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas which may be found 

in indoor environments such as homes, schools, and workplaces. 

 Radon is the most important cause of lung cancer after smoking. 
 Radon is estimated to cause between 3–14% of all lung cancers in 

a country, depending on the national average radon level and 
smoking prevalence. 

 The lower the radon concentration in a home, the lower the risk of 

lung cancer as there is no known threshold below which radon 
exposure carries no risk. 

 Well-tested, durable and cost-efficient methods exist for preventing 
radon in new houses and reducing radon in existing dwellings. 

 Radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer after 

cigarette smoking. If you smoke and live in a home with high 
radon levels, you increase your risk of developing lung cancer. 
Having your home tested is the only effective way to determine 

whether you and your family are at risk of high radon exposure. 
190. Arrange the following Hills/Ranges in the direction of East to West: 

1. Barail range 
2. Khasi Hills 
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3. Mikir Hills 
4. Mishmi Hills 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 4-3-1-2 
(b) 4-1-3-2 
(c) 3-4-1-2 

(d) 3-2-1-4 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

  
 

 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 24st Jan-2020 
 

191. Consider the following statements: 
1. Enemy property refers to assets left behind by individuals who 

migrated to Pakistan or China and are citizens of India. 
2. Punjab has the highest number of enemy properties left behind by 

Pakistani nationals, followed by West Bengal. 

3. The Enemy Property Act enacted in 1968 regulates Enemy properties. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 1 Only 
(c) 3 Only 
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(d) 2 and 3 

Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 Enemy property refers to property or assets held or managed on 
behalf of an enemy subject or an enemy company.  

 It also refers to assets left behind by individuals who migrated to 
Pakistan or China and are no longer citizens of India.  

 These assets include land, buildings, shares held in companies, 
jewellery of the citizens of enemy countries 

 The Enemy Property Act enacted in 1968 regulates Enemy 
properties. The act was amended in 2017 to ensure that the heirs 

of those who migrated to Pakistan and China will have no claim 
over the properties left behind in India. 

  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/24/enemy-properties-2/ 

192. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 

Report/Index  Org/Publishers 
1. Exporting Corruption Report – Transparency International 
2. Living Planet Index –  World Wildlife Fund 
3. Future Of Work Initiative – International Labour Organization 
4. World Development Report – World Bank 
5. Global Education Monitoring Report – OECD 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1, 2, 4 and 5 

(b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
(c) 1, 2 and 5 
(d) All of the above 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 Global Education Monitoring Report – UNESCO 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/24/corruption-perception-index-2019/ 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/24/enemy-properties-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/24/corruption-perception-index-2019/
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193. Match the following: 

Disease  Vaccines 
1. Tuberculosis A. Vaqta  
2. Hepatitis A  B. BCG 
3. Malaria  C. RTS,S 
4. Measles  D. MMR 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 

A-B-C-D 
(a) 1-2-3-4 
(b) 1-3-2-4 
(c) 2-1-3-4 
(d) 2-1-4-3 
Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 Tuberculosis – BCG  

 Hepatitis A – Vaqta  

 Malaria – RTS,S 

 Measles – MMR 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/24/india-helps-maldives-tackle-measles-
outbreak/ 

194. Consider the following statements with reference to Gambia: 
1. Gambia is Africa’s smallest island country. 

2. Its economy is heavily dependent on peanut production and export. 
3. The Embassy of India in Senegal is concurrently accredited to 

Gambia, the only Anglophone country accredited to that mission. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 
(c) 1 and 3 
(d) All of the above 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 The Gambia is Africa’s smallest non-island country. It is also one 

of Africa’s most densely populated countries. A few towns are 
located upriver, but most Gambians live in rural villages.  

 The major ethnic groups are similar to those in Senegal and consist 
of the majority Malinke and also include Wolof, Fulani (Fulbe), 

Diola (Jola), and Soninke peoples.  

 The Gambian economy is heavily dependent on peanut 

(groundnut) production and export. 

 The Gambia maintains a High Commission in New Delhi. The 

Embassy of India in Dakar, Senegal is concurrently accredited to 
The Gambia, the only Anglophone country accredited to that 

mission. India also maintains an Honorary Consulate General in 
Banjul. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/24/india-helps-maldives-tackle-measles-outbreak/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/24/india-helps-maldives-tackle-measles-outbreak/
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/24/icj-ruling-on-rohingya-crisis/ 

195. Consider the following statements with reference to Indian Regional 
Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS): 

1. To date, ISRO has built a total of nine satellites in the IRNSS series, of 
which eight are currently in orbit. 

2. Three of IRNSS series satellites are in geostationary orbit (GEO) while 
the remaining in geosynchronous orbits (GSO) that maintain an 
inclination of 29 degrees to the equatorial plane. 

3. The IRNSS constellation was named as NavIC (Navigation with Indian 
Constellation) by the former President, A P J Abdul Kalam. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 
(d) None of the above 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS) : NavIC 

 This is an independent Indian Satellite based positioning system 

for critical National applications.  

 The main objective is to provide Reliable Position, Navigation and 

Timing services over India and its neighbourhood, to provide fairly 
good accuracy to the user. The IRNSS will provide basically two 

types of services 
o Standard Positioning Service (SPS) 
o Restricted Service (RS) 

 To date, ISRO has built a total of nine satellites in the IRNSS 
series; of which eight are currently in orbit. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/24/icj-ruling-on-rohingya-crisis/
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 Three of these satellites are in geostationary orbit (GEO) while the 

remaining in geosynchronous orbits (GSO) that maintain an 
inclination of 29° to the equatorial plane.  

 The IRNSS constellation was named as “NavIC” (Navigation with 
Indian Constellation) by the Honourable Prime Minister, Mr. 

Narendra Modi and dedicated to the nation on the occasion of the 
successful launch of the IRNSS-1G satellite.  

 The eight operational satellites in the IRNSS series, namely 
IRNSS-1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, 1E, 1F, 1G and 1I were launched on Jul 02, 

2013; Apr 04, 2014; Oct 16, 2014; Mar 28, 2015; Jan 20, 2016; 
Mar 10, 2016, Apr 28, 2016; and Apr 12, 2018 respectively.  

 The PSLV-39 / IRNSS-1H being unsuccessful; the satellite could 

not reach orbit. 

Refer: https://www.isro.gov.in/spacecraft/satellite-navigation 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/24/navic-4/ 

196. Recently ‘GATI’ web portal has been in news for sometimes, it is created 

by 
(a) FSSAI 

(b) NPCI 
(c) NHAI 
(d) NIC 

Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 Launched by the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways. 

 Created by NHAI. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/24/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-24-january-2020/ 

197. Which of the following reports/survey is/are released by NITI? 

1. India Innovation Index 
2. Composite Water Management Index 
3. School Education Quality Index 
4. Localizing SDGs: Early Lessons from India 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 2 and 3 
(b) 1, 2 and 3 
(c) 1, 2 and 4 

(d) All of the above 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

 All of the given reports/survey are released by NITI. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/24/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-24-january-2020/ 

https://www.isro.gov.in/spacecraft/satellite-navigation
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/24/navic-4/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/24/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-24-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/24/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-24-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/24/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-24-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/24/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-24-january-2020/
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198. Consider the following statements with reference to India’s Anti-Satellite 
(ASAT) missile test: 
1. ASAT test was a part of Operation Shakti. 

2. Till now, only the US, Russia, China and Israel had the capability to 
hit a live target in space. 

3. ASAT missile test was done to verify that India has the capability to 

safeguard our space assets. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 

(d) Only 2 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 Mission Shakti is a joint programme of the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) and the Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO). 

 As part of the mission, an anti-satellite (A-SAT) weapon was 

launched and targeted an Indian satellite which had been 
decommissioned. Mission Shakti was carried out from DRDO’s 

testing range in Odisha’s Balasore. 

 India is only the 4th country to acquire such a specialised and 

modern capability, and Entire effort is indigenous. Till now, only 
the US, Russia and China had the capability to hit a live target in 
space. 

 The test was done to verify that India has the capability to 
safeguard our space assets. It is the Government of India’s 

responsibility to defend the country’s interests in outer space. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/05/02/indias-anti-satellite-asat-missile/ 

199. Consider the following statements: 
1. State Disaster Response Fund has been constituted by each state 

under the provisions of Disaster Management act 2005. 

2. SDRF constituted based on the recommendation of 12th Finance 
commission. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 Only 
(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: About State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF): 

 SDRF has been constituted by each state under the provisions of 

Disaster Management act 2005. 

 It was constituted based on the recommendations of the 13th 

Finance Commission. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/05/02/indias-anti-satellite-asat-missile/
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 Funding: The government of India contributes 75% and 90% of the 

total yearly allocation of SDRF to general states and special 
category states respectively. 

 Heads: The state executive committee headed by the Chief 
Secretary is authorized to decide on all matters relating to the 

financing of the relief expenditure from the SDRF. 

 Disaster (s) covered under SDRF: Cyclone, drought, earthquake, 

fire, flood, tsunami, hailstorm, landslide, avalanche, cloudburst, 
pest attack, frost and cold waves. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/05/02/state-disaster-response-fund-sdrf/ 

200. Sepahijala Wildlife Sanctuary is in which state 
(a)  Assam  

(b)  Meghalaya  
(c)  Arunachal Pradesh  

(d)  Tripura  
Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 The Sepahijala wildlife sanctuary carries the coveted ‘Clouded 
Leopard National Park’ tag since 2011 thanks to its successful 

breeding of the near-extinct animal. This is the only place where 
the endangered clouded leopard is bred and conserved. 

 Tripura has three other sanctuaries, Trishna in South Tripura, 
Rowa in North Tripura and Gomati wildlife sanctuary in Gomati 

district. Among these, Trishna was declared as a bison reserve. 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 27st Jan-2020 
 

201. Consider the following statements: 
1. Inscriptions found on an ancient temple at Huligemmana Kolla in 

Karnataka belongs to royal burial site of the Chalukya dynasty. 

2. Excavation by Archaeological Survey of India in Gottiprolu, Telangana, 
indicate it as a Trade Centre of Early Historic Period. 

3. Recently ASI has discovered the earliest Sanskrit inscription belongs 
to Satavahana kingdom in Chebrolu village, Andra Pradesh. 

4. Recent excavations conducted by ASI in Nagardhan (Maharashtra), 
belongs to Vakataka dynasty. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1, 3 and 4 
(b) 3 and 4 

(c) 1, 2  and 4 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/05/02/state-disaster-response-fund-sdrf/
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 Inscriptions found on an ancient temple at Huligemmana Kolla 

near Pattadakalu in Karnataka indicate that the place may have 
once been the royal burial site of the Chalukya dynasty. 

 Excavation by Archaeological Survey of India in Gottiprolu, 
Andhra Pradesh indicate it as a Trade Centre of Early Historic 

Period. 

 The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has discovered the earliest 

Sanskrit inscription in South India. This is also an earliest 
epigraphic evidence (Epigraphy is the study of ancient inscriptions) 

for the Saptamatrika cult. The discovery was made in Chebrolu 
village in Guntur district of Andhra Pradesh. 

 Archaeological excavations at Nagardhan, near Nagpur, have 

provided concrete evidence on the life, religious affiliations and 
trade practices of the Vakataka dynasty and also about the 

Vakataka rule under Queen Prabhavatigupta. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/27/nagardhan-excavations-findings-on-
vakataka-dynasty/ 

202. Consider the following statements: 
1. Tableaux refers to a group of models or motionless figures 

representing a scene from a story or from history. 

2. The theme of DPIIT, under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, for 
Republic Day 2020 parade is Startup India. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 Only 
(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 Tableaux refers to a group of models or motionless figures 

representing a scene from a story or from history.  

 In the Republic Day, states and different departments and 

ministries showcase their achievements in forms of cutting-edge 
technology and instruments, or their history and culture in their 

respective tableaux. 

 Here are some tableaux shortlisted for Republic Day Parade 2020: 

o Gujarat tableau: Rani Ki Vav of Patan, and it will be fronted 
by a statue of a village woman wearing Patola saree of the 
region.  

o Department for Promotion of Industry & Internal Trade 
(DPIIT): The theme of DPIIT, under the Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry, for Republic Day 2020 parade is 
Startup India. 

o Ministry of Shipping: The tableau of Ministry of Shipping 

will showcase Kolkata Port Trust that has completed 150 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/27/nagardhan-excavations-findings-on-vakataka-dynasty/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/27/nagardhan-excavations-findings-on-vakataka-dynasty/
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years. The port has been renamed After Jan Sangh founder 

Syama Prasad Mookerjee. 
o Meghalaya: Tableau of Meghalaya will showcase the Double 

Decker Living Root Bridge during Republic Day 2020 parade.  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/27/71st-republic-day/ 

203. Consider the following statements: 

1. Before the introduction of EVMs, voters had the choice to put the 
ballot paper without marking against any candidate, this vote was 
counted as NOTA. 

2. ‘NOTA’ was formally introduced by Supreme Court in Lily Thomas 
case (2013). 

3. Chhattisgarh was the first State in India to give the option of NOTA to 
the voters in the local government elections. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 1 Only 

(c) 2 and 3  
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 NOTA was first used in India in 2009. Chhattisgarh was the first 

State in India to give the option of NOTA to the voters in the local 
government elections. 

 Before the introduction of EVMs, when voting was done through 
ballot papers, voters had the choice to put the ballot paper without 

marking against any candidate thus rejecting all candidates. This 
vote was counted as NOTA. 

 On September 27, 2013, the Supreme Court directed the 

Election Commission to make the necessary provisions in ballot 
papers and EVMs to provide a ‘None of the Above’ option for 

voters who come to the polling booth and decide not to vote for any 
of the candidates in the fray. This was to enable voters to exercise 

their right not to choose a candidate while maintaining their right 
to secrecy. 

 In a landmark verdict, the Supreme Court in the Lily Thomas v. 

Union of India case, ruled that all the convicted MPs and MLAs in 
a criminal case will be disqualified from holding their offices from 

the day of the conviction itself, even if the conviction ruling is from 
a trial court. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/27/criminalization-of-politics-2/ 

204. Recently Oslo Accord and Two State Solution are in news for sometimes, 
it is related to 

(a) China and Hang kong 
(b) China and Taiwan 

(c) Spain and Catalonia 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/27/71st-republic-day/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/27/criminalization-of-politics-2/
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(d) Israel and Palestine 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 Under the Oslo Accords of the 1993, both Israel and the 
Palestinians agreed that the status of settlements would be 

decided by negotiations. But the negotiations process has been all 
but dead for several years now. 

 The two-state solution to the Israeli–Palestinian conflict 

envisages an independent State of Palestine alongside the State of 
Israel, west of the Jordan River. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/27/oslo-accords/ 

205. Accretion Burst Event, sometimes seen in news, it is primarily related to 

(a) Merging of Stars 
(b) Supernova 
(c) Expansion of Galaxies 

(d) Growing Stars 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

 Astronomers have recently found that the funnelling of matter into 

a forming star happens at different rates over time, as per the 
rotating disc of gas and dust theory. 

 Sometimes the forming star swallows up a huge amount of matter, 

resulting in a burst of activities in the massive star. This is called 
an accretion burst event. 

 It is incredibly rare: only three such events have been observed, 
out of all the billions of massive stars in the Milky Way. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/27/accretion-burst-event/ 

206. What are by ‘Bio-rocks’ 
(a) Ice-like crystalline minerals that form when low molecular weight 

combines with water 
(b) Crystalline or glassy rocks formed by the cooling and solidification of 

molten earth material 
(c) Rocks that are formed by the accumulation or deposition of small 

particles and subsequent cementation of mineral or organic particles 

on the floor of oceans 
(d) None of the above 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 Bio-rocks: It is the name given to the substance formed by electro 

accumulation of minerals dissolved in seawater on steel structures 
that are lowered onto the sea bed and are connected to a power 

source, in this case solar panels that float on the surface. 

 Gas hydrates are ice-like crystalline minerals that form when low 

molecular weight gas (such as methane, ethane, or carbon dioxide) 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/27/oslo-accords/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/27/accretion-burst-event/
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combines with water and freezes into a solid under low 

temperature and moderate pressure conditions. 

 Igneous rock, any of various crystalline or glassy rocks formed by 

the cooling and solidification of molten earth material. 

 Sedimentary rocks are types of rock that are formed by the 

accumulation or deposition of small particles and subsequent 
cementation of mineral or organic particles on the floor of oceans 

or other bodies of water at the Earth's surface. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/27/biorock-or-mineral-accretion-
technology/ 

207.  In the context of the developments in Bioinformatics, the term 

‘transcriptome’, sometimes seen in the news, refers to 
(a) A range of enzymes used in genome editing 

(b) The full range of mRNA molecules expressed by an organism 
(c) The description of the mechanism of gene expression 

(d) A mechanism of genetic mutations taking place in cells 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 A transcriptome is the full range of messenger RNA, or mRNA, 
molecules expressed by an organism. 

 The term “transcriptome” can also be used to describe the array of 
mRNA transcripts produced in a particular cell or tissue type. 

 In contrast with the genome, which is characterized by its stability, 
the transcriptome actively changes. 

 In fact, an organism’s transcriptome varies depending on many 
factors, including stage of development and environmental 

conditions. 

  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/27/biorock-or-mineral-accretion-technology/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/27/biorock-or-mineral-accretion-technology/
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Refer: Transcriptome https://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/18/insights-learning-
learning-test-17-10-17-december-2017/ 

208. Which of the following best describes the aim of ‘Green India Mission’ of 

the Government of India? 
1. Incorporating environmental benefits and costs into the Union and 

State Budgets thereby implementing the `green accounting’ 

2. Launching the second green revolution to enhance agricultural output 
so as to ensure food security to one and all in the future 

3. Restoring and enhancing forest cover and responding to climate 
change by a combination of adaptation and mitigation measures 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (c) 

Explanation: About Green India Mission: 

 GIM is one of the eight missions launched under the National 

Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC). 

 GIM’s launch was supposed to coincide with the starting of the 

12th five-year plan in 2012. But, owing to financial delays the 
mission was finally launched in 2015. 

 The objective of the mission is to increase green cover to the 

extent of 5 million hectares (mha) and improve quality of existing 
green cover on another 5 mha, improve eco-system services like 

carbon sequestration, hydrological services and biodiversity and 
provisioning services like fuel, fodder, and timber and non-timber 

forest produces (NTFPs). 

 It also has to increase forest-based livelihood income for about 3 

million households. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/02/22/green-india-mission/ 

209. Consider the following statements with reference to National Investment 
& Manufacturing Zones: 
1. National Investment & Manufacturing Zones are one of the important 

instruments of Special Economic Zones Act, 2005. 
2. Main objective of National Investment & Manufacturing Zones is 

promotion of exports. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/18/insights-learning-learning-test-17-10-17-december-2017/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/18/insights-learning-learning-test-17-10-17-december-2017/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/02/22/green-india-mission/
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 National Investment & Manufacturing Zones (NIMZs) are one of 

the important instruments of National Manufacturing Policy, 
2011.   

 NIMZs are envisaged as large areas of developed land with the 
requisite eco-system for promoting world class manufacturing 

activity.  

 So far, three NIMZs namely Prakasam (Andhra Pradesh), 

Sangareddy (Telangana) and Kalinganagar (Odisha) have been 
accorded final approval and 13 NIMZs have been accorded in-

principle approval.  

 Besides these, eight Investment Regions along the Delhi Mumbai 

Industrial Corridor (DMIC) project have also been declared as 
NIMZs. 

 The main objective of Special Economic Zones is promotion of 

exports, while NIMZs are based on the principle of industrial 
growth in partnership with States and focuses on 

manufacturing growth and employment generation.  

 NIMZs are different from SEZs in terms of size, level of 

infrastructure planning, governance structures related to 
regulatory procedures, and exit policies. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/12/28/establishment-of-nimzs/ 

210. What is ‘Greenhouse Gas Protocol’? 
(a) It is an international accounting tool for government and business 

leaders to understand, quantify and manage greenhouse gas 
emissions 

(b) It is an initiative of the United Nations to offer financial incentives to 
developing countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to adopt 
eco-friendly technologies 

(c) It is an inter-governmental agreement ratified by all the member 
countries of the United Nations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 
specified levels by the year 2022 

(d) It is one of the multilateral REDD+ initiatives hosted by the World 
Bank 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 The Greenhouse Gas Protocol (GHG Protocol) is the most widely 

used international accounting tool for government and business 
leaders to understand, quantify, and manage greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

 It is a decade-long partnership between the World Resources 

Institute (WRI) and the World Business Council for Sustainable 
Development (WBCSD). 

 It is working with businesses, governments, and environmental 
groups around the world to build a new generation of credible and 

effective programs for tackling climate change. 
 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/12/28/establishment-of-nimzs/
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 28st Jan-2020 
 

211. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 
Author  Works  

1. Lala Lajapat Rai – Political Future of India 
2. Bipin Chandra Pal – The Soul of India 
3. Bal Gangadhar Tilak –The Orion 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1 Only 

(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 All options are correctly matched 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/28/lala-lajpat-rai-2/ 

212. Consider the following statements with reference to constitutional 
position of Legislative Councils in state: 
1. The final power of passing an ordinary bill lies with both assembly 

and the legislative councils. 
2. In state Council is like a revising body like the Rajya Sabha. 
3. The council cannot remove the council of ministers by passing a no 

confidence motion. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 3 Only 
(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 The final power of passing an ordinary bill lies with the assembly.  

 At the most, the council can detain or delay the bill for the period 
of four months—three months in the first instance and one month 

in the second instance.  

 In other words, the council is not even a revising body like the 

Rajya Sabha; it is only a dilatory chamber or an advisory body. 

 The council cannot remove the council of ministers by passing a 

no-confidence motion. This is because, the council of ministers is 
collectively responsible only to the assembly. But, the council can 
discus and criticise the policies and activities of the Government. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/28/legislative-council-3/ 

 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/28/lala-lajpat-rai-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/28/legislative-council-3/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (January 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

132 

   

213. Consider the following statements: 

1. India’s first e-waste clinic set-up in Odisha. 
2. The waste to energy plant uses a patented technology called 

POLYCRACK. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 The Bhopal Municipal Corporation (BMC) and the Central 
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) have joined hands to set up the 

country’s first e-waste clinic that would enable segregation, 
processing and disposal of waste from both household and 
commercial units. The clinic is being conceived in compliance with 

the Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016. 

 The country’s first Government-owned Waste-to-Energy Plant 

was recently commissioned at the Mancheswar Carriage Repair 
Workshop in Odisha. 

 The plant, a patented technology called Polycrack, is first-of-its-
kind in the Indian Railways and fourth in the country. It converts 

multiple feed stocks into hydrocarbon liquid fuels, gas, carbon and 
water. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/28/polycrack-technology/ 

214. Arrange the following events in a chronological order: 
1. Assam Accord 
2. Shillong Accord 
3. Nagaland Peace Accord 
4. Bodo Peace Accord 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1-2-3-4 
(b) 2-1-3-4 

(c) 2-3-1-4 
(d) 1-3-2-4 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 Assam Accord-1985 

 Shillong Accord-1975 

 Nagaland Peace Accord-2015 

 Bodo Peace Accord-2020 

 Bru Reang Agreement-2020 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/28/govt-signs-accord-with-ndfb-absu-to-
resolve-bodo-issue/ 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/28/polycrack-technology/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/28/govt-signs-accord-with-ndfb-absu-to-resolve-bodo-issue/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/28/govt-signs-accord-with-ndfb-absu-to-resolve-bodo-issue/
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215. Which of the following wild life sanctuary is/are located in Assam? 

1. Amchang Wildlife Sanctuary 
2. Chakrashila Wildlife Sanctuary 

3. Laokhowa Wildlife Sanctuary 
4. Borail Wildlife Sanctuary 
5. Garampani Wildlife Sanctuary 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1, 3 and 5 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 

(c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
(d) All of the above 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/28/govt-signs-accord-with-ndfb-absu-to-
resolve-bodo-issue/ 

216. Consider the following statements  
1. Guru Gobind Singh and Tansen were contemporaries. 

2. Followers of the Sikh faith religiously follow the morals and codes of 
discipline set up by Guru Gobind Singh. 

3. Guru Tegh Bahadur, the 10th Sikh Guru known for the introduction of 

the turban to cover hair. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1 and 2 
Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 About Guru Gobind Singh: 
o He was the 10th Sikh guru. 

o He became the Sikh guru at the age of nine, following the 
demise of father, Guru Tegh Bahadur, the ninth Sikh Guru. 

o He is known for his significant contributions to the Sikh 
religion, including the introduction of the turban to cover 
hair. 

o He also founded the principles of Khalsa or the Five ‘K’s. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/28/govt-signs-accord-with-ndfb-absu-to-resolve-bodo-issue/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/28/govt-signs-accord-with-ndfb-absu-to-resolve-bodo-issue/
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o He named Guru Granth Sahib, the religious text of the 

Khalsas and the Sikhs, as the next Guru of the two 
communities. 

 About Tansen (1500-1586) 
o He was a prominent figure of Hindustani classical music. 

o Born in a Hindu family, in the northwest region of modern 
Madhya Pradesh.  

o He began his career and spent most of his adult life in the 

court and patronage of the Hindu king of Rewa, Raja 
Ramchandra Singh, where Tansen's musical abilities and 
studies gained widespread fame. 

o This reputation brought him to the attention of the Mughal 
Emperor Akbar, who sent messengers to Raja Ramchandra 

Singh, requesting Tansen to join the musicians at the 
Mughal court.  

o In 1562, about the age of 60, the Vaishnava musician 

Tansen joined the Akbar court, and his performances 
became a subject of many court historians. 

o Akbar considered him as a Navaratnas (nine jewels), and 
gave him the title Mian, an honorific, meaning learned man. 

o Tansen is remembered for his epic Dhrupad compositions, 

creating several new ragas, as well as for writing two classic 
books on music Sri Ganesh Stotra and Sangita Sara.  

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/guru-gobind-singh/ 

217. With reference to Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana, consider the following 
statements: 

1. Under the scheme, Gram Panchayat is the basic unit. 
2. The MP would be free to identify a suitable Gram Panchayat for being 

developed as Adarsh Gram, includimg his/her own village or that of 

his/her spouse. 
3. Nominated MPs may choose a Gram Panchayat from the rural area of 

any district in the country. 
4. Primarily, the goal is to develop five Adarsh Grams (one per year) will 

be selected and developed by 2024. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 

(b) 1 and 3 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: (c) 
Explanation: Identification of Adarsh gram: 

 A Gram Panchayat would be the basic unit. It will have a 

population of 3000-5000 in plain areas and 1000-3000 in hilly, 
tribal and difficult areas.  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/guru-gobind-singh/
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 The MP would be free to identify a suitable Gram Panchayat for 

being developed as Adarsh Gram, other than his/her own 
village or that of his/her spouse. 

 The MP will identify one Gram Panchayat to be taken up 
immediately, and two others to be taken up a little later.  

 Lok Sabha MP has to choose a Gram Panchayat from within 
his/her constituency  

 Rajya Sabha MP a Gram Panchayat from the rural area of a district 
of his/her choice in the State from which he/she is elected.  

 Nominated MPs may choose a Gram Panchayat from the rural area 
of any district in the country.  

 In the case of urban constituencies, (where there are no Gram 
Panchayats), the MP will identify a Gram Panchayat from a nearby 

rural constituency. 

 Primarily, the goal is to develop three Adarsh Grams by March 

2019, of which one would be achieved by 2016. Thereafter, five 
such Adarsh Grams (one per year) will be selected and developed 

by 2024. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/saansad-adarsh-gram-yojana/ 

218. Consider the following statements: 

1. ‘Project NETRA’, initiative of ISRO, acts as early warning system in 
space to detect debris and other hazards to Indian satellites. 

2. GAGAN is a global satellite-based augmentation system developed by 
ISRO. 

3. GEMINI device is developed by ISRO in collaboration with AAI, to aid 
fishermen. 

Which of the given above statements is/are not correct? 

(a) 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 
(d) 2 only 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: Here Directive Word is Not Correct!! 

 ISRO has initiated ‘Project NETRA’ – an early warning system in 

space to detect debris and other hazards to Indian satellites. 
o Under the project, the ISRO plans to put up many 

observational facilities: connected radars, telescopes; data 

processing units and a control centre. 
o They can, among others, spot, track and catalogue objects as 

small as 10 cm, up to a range of 3,400 km and equal to a 
space orbit of around 2,000 km. 

 GPS Aided GEO Augmented Navigation (GAGAN): Regional 

Satellite Based Augmentation System (SBAS).  

o It is a step by the Indian Government towards initial 
Satellite-based Navigation Services in India.  

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/02/saansad-adarsh-gram-yojana/
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o It is a system to improve the accuracy of a global navigation 

satellite system (GNSS) receiver by providing reference 
signals. 

o The Airports Authority of India (AAI) and Indian Space 
Research Organization (ISRO) have collaborated to develop 
the GPS Aided Geo Augmented Navigation (GAGAN) as a 

regional Satellite Based Augmentation System (SBAS).  
o The GAGAN's goal is to provide a navigation system to assist 

aircraft in accurate landing over the Indian airspace and in 

the adjoining area and applicable to safety-to-life civil 
operations.  

o GAGAN is inter-operable with other international SBAS 
systems 

o GAGAN is the first Satellite-Based Augmentation System 

in the world which has been certified for approach with 
vertical guidance operating in the equatorial ionospheric 

region. 
o GAGAN covers the area from Africa to Australia and has 

expansion capability for seamless navigation services 

across the region.  
o GAGAN provides accuracy, availability, and integrity 

essential for each phase of flight, en route the approach for 

airports within the GAGAN service volume. This makes 
airline operations more efficient and effective, increase air 

safety, and fuel efficiency.  
o Further, with vertical guidance at runways, a significant cost 

will be saved due to withdrawal of ground aids and reduced 

workload of airline crew and traffic controllers. 

 Gagan Enabled Mariner’s Instrument for Navigation and 

Information (GEMINI) device: 
o It is a device that used for seamless and effective 

dissemination of emergency information and communication 

on disaster warnings, Potential Fishing Zones (PFZ) and 
Ocean States Forecasts (OSF) to fishermen. 

o It has been developed by Indian National Centre for Ocean 
Information Services (INCOIS), and Airports Authority of 
India (AAI). 

 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/06/project-netra-2/ 

219. Arrange the following South Asian rivers in the direction of West to East: 
1. Ganga river 
2. Irrawaddy river 
3. Mekong river 
4. Salween river 
5. Yangtze river 
Select the correct answer using the code below 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/06/project-netra-2/
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(a) 1-2-3-4-5 

(b) 1-2-4-3-5 
(c) 1-2-3-5-4 

(d) 1-3-2-4-5 
Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 

Refre: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/06/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-06-january-2020/ 

220. It was commissioned in 1660 by the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb in the 
memory of his first and chief wife Dilras Banu Begum. The structure, 
known as the ‘Taj of the Deccan’ because of its striking resemblance to the 
Taj Mahal. It is considered to be a symbol of Aurangzeb’s ‘conjugal 
fidelity’. It is 
(a) Ibrahim Roza 
(b) Shahzadi Ka Maqbara 
(c) Bibi Ka Maqbara 

(d) Maqbara Yadgare Mohabbat Tajammuli Begum 
Ans: (c) 
Explnation: India, the homeland of the original Taj, has several replicas 

spread across the nation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/06/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-06-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/06/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-06-january-2020/
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 Bibi Ka Maqbara in Aurangabad, Maharashtra; also called as the 

'Taj of the Deccan' was built by Shah Jahan's own grandson, 
Aurangzeb as an attempt to outdo the original Taj. 

 Shahzadi Ka Maqbara, in Chota Imambara, Lucknow, Uttar 
Pradesh. 

 Maqbara Yadgare Mohabbat Tajammuli Begum, also known as 
Mini Taj Mahal in Bulandshahr district, Uttar Pradesh was built by 

a poor pensioner Faizul Hasan Quadri, in memory of his wife Late 
Tajammuli Begum in his nondescript village in Northern India. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/06/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-06-january-2020/ 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 29st Jan-2020 
 

221. Consider of the following statements: 
1. India is the world's largest importer of palm oil, driving 70 per cent of 

total global demand from plantations in Indonesia and Malaysia. 
2. Indonesia and Malaysia together produce 85% of the world’s palm oil. 
Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 Indonesia and Malaysia together produce 85% of the world’s palm 

oil, and India is among the biggest buyers. Both Indonesia and 
Malaysia produce refined palm oil; however, Malaysia’s refining 

capacity equals its production capacity — this is why Malaysia is 
keen on exporting refined oil. 

 India is the world's largest importer of palm oil, driving 23 per 

cent of total global demand from plantations in Indonesia and 
Malaysia. This trade is a major contributor to deforestation, 

species loss and land use change in one of WWF's global priority 
conservation areas. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/29/import-duty-on-palm-oil-cut/ 

222. Consider the following statements: 
1. Bhuvan Panchayat is part of ISRO’s Space-based Information Support 

for Decentralised Planning Update project. 
2. Bhuvan system is available in all scheduled language. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/06/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-06-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/06/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-06-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/29/import-duty-on-palm-oil-cut/
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(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 Bhuvan Panchayat is part of ISRO’s Space-based Information 
Support for Decentralised Planning Update project. 

 Bhuvan system available in English, Hindi, Tamil, Telugu. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/29/bhuvan-panchayat-3-0/ 

223. Consider the following statements: 
1. NASA’s Spitzer Space Telescope was launched in 2003 to study the 

universe in the infrared. 

2. It was retired on 30 January 2019 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 The Spitzer Space Telescope (SST), formerly the Space Infrared 
Telescope Facility (SIRTF), is an infrared space telescope. 

 It was launched in 2003 and is planned to be retired on 30 
January 202 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/29/spitzer-telescope-2/ 

224. Nauradehi wildlife sanctuary is located in 

(a) Madhya Pradesh 
(b) Rajasthan 
(c) Bihar 

(d) Punjab 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) had previously 

told the Supreme Court that African cheetahs would be 
translocated in India from Namibia and would be kept at 
Nauradehi wildlife sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/29/cheetah-reintroduction-project-2/ 

225. Consider the following statements about Ramsar convention: 

1. It is named after the Iranian city of Ramsar, on the Black Sea, where 
the treaty was signed on 2 February 1971. 

2. Currently, two wetlands of India are in Montreux record: Keoladeo 

National Park (Rajasthan) and Chilka Lake (Odisha). 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/29/bhuvan-panchayat-3-0/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/29/spitzer-telescope-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/29/cheetah-reintroduction-project-2/


Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (January 2020) 

 
 

  

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips                                                              
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

140 

   

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

 It is an international treaty for the conservation and wise use of 

wetlands. 

 It is named after the Iranian city of Ramsar, on the Caspian Sea, 

where the treaty was signed on 2 February 1971. 

 Known officially as ‘the Convention on Wetlands of International 

Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat’ (or, more recently, just 
‘the Convention on Wetlands’), it came into force in 1975. 

 Currently, two wetlands of India are in Montreux record: Keoladeo 

National Park (Rajasthan) and Loktak Lake (Manipur). 

 Chilka lake (Odisha) was placed in the record but was later 

removed from it. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/29/ramsar-sites-in-india/ 

226. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 
1. Operation Vanilla –  INDIAN NAVY 
2. Operation Clean Art – WWF-INDIA 
3. Operation Bambi Bucket – NDRF  
Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 1 only 
(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 Operation Vanilla –  INDIAN NAVY 

 Operation Clean Art – Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) 

 Operation Bambi Bucket – IAF (during Bandipur forest fire) 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/29/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-29-january-2020/ 

227. Consider the following statements: 

1. Nepal share border of over 1850km with Indian States – Sikkim, West 
Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh. 

2. The Governments of India and Nepal have signed three sister-city 
agreements for twinning of Kathmandu-Varanasi, Lumbini-Bodhgaya 
and Janakpur-Ayodhya. 

3. The Indo-Nepal Battalion-level Joint Military Exercise Mitra-Shakti is 
conducted alternately in India and in Nepal. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/29/ramsar-sites-in-india/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/29/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-29-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/29/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-29-january-2020/
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(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 As close neighbors, India and Nepal share unique ties of friendship 
and cooperation characterized by an open border and deep-rooted 

people-to-people contacts of kinship and culture. There has been a 
long tradition of free movement of people across the border.  

 Nepal shares a border of over 1850 km with five Indian states –

Sikkim, West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand. 

 Government of India initiatives to promote people-to-people 

contacts in the area of art & culture, academics and media include 
cultural programmes, symposia and events organized in 

partnership with different local bodies of Nepal, as well as 
conferences and seminars in Hindi. 

 The Governments of India and Nepal have signed three sister-city 

agreements for twinning of Kathmandu-Varanasi, Lumbini-

Bodhgaya and Janakpur-Ayodhya. 

 The ‘Indo-Nepal Battalion-level Joint Military Exercise SURYA 

KIRAN’ is conducted alternately in India and in Nepal. The 13th 
Surya Kiran exercise was held in Pithoragarh (India) in May-June 
2018. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/25/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-25-january-2020/  

228. Which one of the following National Parks has a climate that varies from 

tropical to subtropical, temperate and arctic? 
(a) Khangchendzonga National park 
(b) Nandadevi National Park 

(c) Neora Valley National Park 
(d) Namdapha National park 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

 Namdapha 

National Park 
is the largest 

protected area 
in the Eastern 
Himalaya 

biodiversity 
hotspot and is 

located in 
Arunachal 
Pradesh in 

Northeast 
India. 

 The area is also 

known for 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/25/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-25-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/25/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-25-january-2020/
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extensive Dipterocarp forests, comprising the northwestern parts 

of the ecoregion of Mizoram-Manipur-Kachin rain forests. 

 The habitat changes with increasing altitude from tropical moist 

forests to Montane forests, temperate forests and at the higher 
elevations, to Alpine meadows and perennial snow. The park has 

extensive bamboo forests and secondary forests in addition to the 
primary forests. 

 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/09/24/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-24-september-2019/ 

229. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Accelerated Irrigation Benefits Programme was launched during 
1996-97 to provide loan assistance to poor farmers. 

2. The Command Area Development Programme was launched in 1974-75 

for the development of water-use efficiency. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 The government of India launched Accelerated Irrigation Benefits 

Program (AIBP) in 1996-97. This program was launched to give 
loan assistance to the states to help them a few major irrigation 
projects which were in advanced stage of completion. 

 The Command Area Development Programme was launched as 
a Centrally-sponsored scheme in 1974-75 with the main objectives 

of improving utilization of irrigation potential and optimizing 
agricultural productivity and production from the irrigated areas by 

integrating all functions related with irrigated agriculture. 

Refer: https://archive.india.gov.in/sectors/water_resources/index.php?id=10 

230. In the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation, an initiative of six countries, which 

of the following is/are not a participant/ participants? 
1. Bangladesh 
2. Cambodia 
3. China 
4. Myanmar 
5. Thailand 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 
(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 5 
Ans: (c) 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/09/24/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-24-september-2019/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/09/24/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-24-september-2019/
https://archive.india.gov.in/sectors/water_resources/index.php?id=10
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Explanation: 

 The Mekong–Ganga 
Cooperation (MGC) 

was established on 
November 10, 2000 

at Vientiane at the 
First MGC 
Ministerial Meeting.  

 It comprises six 
member countries, 

namely India, 
Thailand, 
Myanmar, 

Cambodia, Laos 
and Vietnam.  

 They emphasised four areas of cooperation, which are tourism, 
culture, education, and transportation linkage in order to be solid 

foundation for future trade and investment cooperation in the 
region 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/04/27/prelims-booster-2018-himalayan-
monal-impeyan-monal-impeyan-pheasant-and-mekong-ganga-cooperation-mgc/ 

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 30st Jan-2020 
 

231. Which of the following can be considered as neglected tropical diseases? 
1. Chagas disease 
2. Hookworm infection 
3. Leprosy 
4. Lymphatic filariasis 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 
(d) All of the above 
Ans: (d) 

Explanation: 

 13 neglected tropical diseases: ascariasis, Buruli ulcer, Chagas 

disease, dracunculiasis, hookworm infection, human African 
trypanosomiasis, Leishmaniasis, leprosy, lymphatic filariasis, 

onchocerciasis, schistosomiasis, trachoma, and trichuriasis. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/30/neglected-diseases-2/ 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/04/27/prelims-booster-2018-himalayan-monal-impeyan-monal-impeyan-pheasant-and-mekong-ganga-cooperation-mgc/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/04/27/prelims-booster-2018-himalayan-monal-impeyan-monal-impeyan-pheasant-and-mekong-ganga-cooperation-mgc/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/30/neglected-diseases-2/
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232. Recently West Asia peace plan has been in news for sometimes, It was 

recently unveiled by 
(a) USA 

(b) UN 
(c) OIC 
(d) OECD 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 The West Asia peace plan was recently unveiled by U.S. President 
Trump. 

 It plans to revive the stalled two-state talks between the Israelis 
and the Palestinians.  

 It seeks to give the Israelis an expansive state with Jerusalem as its 
“undivided capital” and tight security control over a future 

Palestinian state. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/30/west-asia-peace-plan/ 

233. Consider the following statements about Crime and Criminal Tracking 

Network & Systems (CCTNS) project: 
1. CCTNS project initiated in June 2013. 

2. It was conceptualized by the Delhi Police. 
3. It is being implemented as a Mission Mode Project (MMP). 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: 

 The Crime and Criminal Tracking Network Systems (CCTNS) was 

conceptualized by the Ministry of Home Affairs in detailed 
consultation with all stakeholders and is being implemented as a 
"Mission Mode Project (MMP)" since 2009. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/30/national-crime-records-bureau-ncrb/ 

234. Consider the following statements: 

1. Sutlej is the easternmost tributary of the Indus River. 
2. Ropar Wetland in Himachal Pradesh is located on the Sutlej river 

basin. 

3. Ungti Chu and Pare Chu rivers are tributaries of Sutlej River. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 2 only 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/30/west-asia-peace-plan/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/30/national-crime-records-bureau-ncrb/
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 The Sutlej River is also known as Satadree. It is the easternmost 

tributary of the Indus River. 

 The source of the Sutlej is west of Lake Rakshastal in Tibet, as 

springs in an ephemeral stream channel descending from this lake. 

 Ropar Wetland in Punjab state is located on the Sutlej river basin. 

 The main tributeris of satluj are baspa, Spiti and beas 

 Ungti Chu and Pare Chu rivers which drain southeastern part of 
Jammu and Kashmir state are tributaries of Sutlej river. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/25/sutlej-yamuna-link-syl-canal-2/ 

235. Consider the following statements regarding Polio in India: 
1. The National Polio Surveillance Project (NPSP) was established in 1997 

for poliovirus surveillance through a collaboration between the WHO 
and the Government of India. 

2. In 2012, India was officially declared polio-free, along with the rest of 
the South-East Asia Region. 

3. Inactivated poliovirus vaccine (IPV) protects people against all three 

types of poliovirus. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 1 only 
(c) 2 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 India constituted over 60% of all global polio cases as recently as 

2009. 

 However, in 2014, India was officially declared polio-free, along 

with the rest of the South-East Asia Region.  

 The National Polio Surveillance Project (NPSP) was established 

in 1997 for poliovirus surveillance through a collaboration between 
the WHO and the Government of India. This surveillance effort 
confirmed the last reported global case of wild poliovirus type 2 in 

1999 in Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh. 

 Trivalent OPV contains all three types of poliovirus, while bivalent 

OPV only contains poliovirus type 1 and 3. This switch means that 
OPV no longer protects against WPV2. Inactivated poliovirus 

vaccine (IPV) protects people against all three types of 
poliovirus. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/25/what-is-a-vaccine-derived-
poliovirus/ 

236. Which of the following species is/are being categorised as Critically 
Endangered by IUCN? 

1. Gharial 
2. Saltwater Crocodile 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/25/sutlej-yamuna-link-syl-canal-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/25/what-is-a-vaccine-derived-poliovirus/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/25/what-is-a-vaccine-derived-poliovirus/
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3. Mugger 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 1 and 3 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 

 Gharial: It is listed as a Critically Endangered by IUCN. 

 Saltwater Crocodile: It listed as least concern by IUCN. 

 Mugger: It is listed as vulnerable by IUCN. 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/06/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-06-january-2020/ 

237. Consider the following statements about the Lonar crater, classed as a 
national geo-heritage site since 1979: 

1. It is about 88-million years old. 
2. It is earth’s largest and only hyper velocity impact crater in basaltic 

rock. 

3. It lies to the west of Ajanta caves. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (c) 
Explanation: 

 Lonar is one of Maharashtra’s best-kept secrets. Home to the 
Earth’s largest and only hyper-velocity impact crater in 

basaltic rock, Lonar is named after the demon, Lonasura, and is 
ringed by fascinating temples, including one with erotic sculptures 

reminiscent of Khajuraho. 

 The crater was formed fifty-two thousand years ago, when a meteor 

crashed into the earth at an estimated speed of 90,000kmph, 
weighing 2 million tonnes. It gouged a hole that was 1.8km wide 
and 150m deep.  

 Over time, the jungle took over, and a perennial stream 
transformed the base into a tranquil, greenlocale.  

 It lies about 150km southeast of Ajanta caves 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/06/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-06-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/06/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-06-january-2020/
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238. Consider the following statements about ‘The Ocean Cleanup’, recently 
in the news: 
1. It is a policy advocacy organisation for governments in the western 

world for ways and means to reduce plastic waste generation. 
2. The organisation was instrumental in recently getting the UN to adopt 

a resolution to completely stop plastic waste from entering the oceans. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 The Ocean Cleanup is a non-profit organization, developing 
advanced technologies to rid the world’s oceans of plastic. 

 Every year, millions of tons of plastic enter the ocean. A significant 
percentage of this plastic drifts into large systems of circulating 

ocean currents, also known as gyres. Once trapped in a gyre, the 
plastic will break down into microplastics and become increasingly 
easier to mistake for food by sea life. 

 Going after it with vessels and nets would be costly, time-
consuming, labor-intensive and lead to vast amounts of carbon 

emission and by-catch. That is why The Ocean Cleanup is 
developing a passive system, moving with the currents –just like 

the plastic –to catch it. 

 The system consists of a 600-meter-long floater that sits at the 

surface of the water and a tapered 3-meter-deep skirt attached 
below. The floater provides buoyancy to the system and prevents 
plastic from flowing over it, while the skirt stops debris from 

escaping underneath. 

 As the system moves through the water, the plastic continues to 

collect within the boundaries of the U-shaped system. 

 (Image: On the left is the cross-section of the 600-m long floater; 

The floater is shown on the right) 
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239. Consider the following statements 

1. The winds which blow between 30 degrees N and 60 degrees S 
latitudes throughout the year are known as westerlies. 

2. The moist air masses that cause winter rams in North-Western region 
of India are part of westerlies. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 Westerlies flow between latitudes 30-60 degrees North and 30-60 

degrees south. The statement mentions 30N-60S.  

 The western cyclonic disturbances are weather phenomena of the 

winter months brought in by the westerly flow from the 
Mediterranean region. They usually influence the weather of the 

north and north-western regions of India. They are a non-
monsoonal precipitation pattern driven by the Westerlies. 
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240. The Bosporus or Bosphorus strait unites 

1. Black Sea 
2. Sea of Marmara 
3. Azov Sea 
4. Aegean Sea 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 1 and 4 

(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 2 and 4 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 Bosporus, also spelled Bosphorus, strait unites the Black Sea and 

the Sea of Marmara and separates parts of Asian Turkey (Anatolia) 
from European Turkey. 

  

  

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS – 31st Jan-2020 
241. Consider the following statements with reference to 

Presidents/Governors Speech in the Parliament/State Legislature in India: 

1. The President or a Governor cannot refuse to perform the 
constitutional duty of delivering an address to the legislature. 

2. The President or a Governor cannot deviate from the text of the speech 

prepared by the government under any circumstances. 
Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Ans: (a) 
Explanation: 
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 The President or a Governor cannot refuse to perform the 

constitutional duty of delivering an address to the legislature. But 
there can be situations when they deviate from the text of the 

speech prepared by the government. 

 So far, there have been no instances of President doing so. But 

there has been an occasion when a Governor skipped a portion of 
the address to the Assembly. 

 In 1969, the Governor of West Bengal, Dharma Vira, skipped two 
paragraphs of the address prepared by the United Front 

government. The skipped portion described as unconstitutional the 
dismissal of the first United Front government by the Congress-
ruled central government. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/presidents-address-to-both-houses-
of-parliament-2/ 

242. Who is a Star campaigner? 

(a) The official representative of their political party. 
(b) A member of party nominated by political parties during general 

elections for whirlwind tours to campaign in large number of 

constituencies. 
(c) An official of a political party whose task is to ensure party discipline 

in a legislature. 

(d) Any member of a political party, who is charged by the leaders of the 
party with communicating the party's position on specific portfolio. 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation:  Who is a star campaigner? How are they chosen? 

 Star campaigners are nominated by parties to campaign in a given 

set of constituencies. These persons are, in almost all cases, 
prominent and popular faces within the party. 

 A recognised political party can have 40 star campaigners and an 
unrecognised (but registered) political party can have 20. 

 The list of star campaigners has to be communicated to the Chief 
Electoral Officer and Election Commission within a week from the 

date of notification of an election. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/who-is-a-star-campaigner/ 

243. Consider the following statements with reference to Indian National 
Commission for Cooperation with UNESCO (INCCU): 
1. It is a statutory body functioning under the Ministry of Human 

Resource Development. 
2. The objective of the Commission is to advise the Government in 

matters relating to the UNESCO. 
3. The Minister for Human Resource Development is the President of the 

Commission. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/presidents-address-to-both-houses-of-parliament-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/presidents-address-to-both-houses-of-parliament-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/who-is-a-star-campaigner/
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(c) 1 and 3 

(d) All of the above 
Ans: (b) 

Explanation: Indian National Commission for Cooperation with 
UNESCO (INCCU) 

 Initially Setup in 1949, it is a governmental body functioning 

under the Department of Secondary and Higher Education in the 
Ministry of Human Resource Development. 

 A permanent Commission was established in 1951. 

 The objective of the Commission is to advise the Government in 

matters relating to the UNESCO. 

 The Constitution of the UNESCO mandates each member to form a 

national commission to function as agencies of liaison between the 
national government and UNESCO. 

 Composition: 
o The Minister for Human Resource Development is the 

President of the Commission. 
o The Secretary to the Government of India in the Department 

of Higher Education is the Secretary-General of the 
Commission. 

Refer: https://w ww.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/indian-national-commission-for-
cooperation-with-unesco-inccu/ 

244. Consider the following statements: 
1. Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) maintains and compiles the no-fly list 

based on inputs given by airlines about the incidents. 
2. MLAs and MPs are exempted from CAAs set of rules to put passengers 

on a No-Fly list. 

Which of the given above statement’s is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (d) 
Explanation: 

 The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) maintains and 

compiles the no-fly list based on inputs given by airlines about the 
incidents. 

 In March 2017, the then Shiv Sena MP Ravindra Gaikwad 
assaulted an Air India employee. Months later another incident 

came into light when MP Diwakar Reddy refused boarding at 
Visakhapatnam airport creating a ruckus for other passengers.  

 The increasing incidents of violence with the crew members and 
airport staff-led DGCA to make a set of rules to put passengers on 

a No-Fly list. Notified on September 8, 2017, under the Civil 
Aviation Requirements, Section 3, Air Transport Series M Part VI, 
the rules focused on the handling of unruly passengers. 
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 In 2018, Mumbai man, who left a fake threat note inside flights' 

toilet, became the first to be put on the no-fly list in India. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/indias-no-fly-list/ 

245. Consider the following statements: 
1. The International Maritime Organisation has banned ships from using 

fuels with a sulphur content above 0.5 per cent. 
2. The new limits of IMO, monitored and enforced by national authorities 

of all countries that are members of UN. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: UN’s new rules for ships in the Arctic region: 

 The IMO has banned ships from using fuels with a sulphur 

content above 0.5 per cent, compared with 3.5 per cent previously. 

 The new limits are monitored and enforced by national 
authorities of countries that are members of the International 

Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
(MARPOL) Annex VI. 

 Under the new policy, only ships fitted with sulphur-cleaning 

devices, known as scrubbers, are allowed to continue burning 
high-sulphur fuel. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/uns-new-rules-for-ships-in-the-
arctic-region/ 

246. Consider the following statements: 

1. World summit on sustainable development is the annual flagship event 
of The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI). 

2. TERI was established in 1974 as an information centre on energy 
issues. 

3. GRIHA, is a national rating system for green buildings in India, was 

conceived by TERI and developed with Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs. 

Which of the given above statements is/are not correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 
(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 3 Only 
(d) None of the above 

Ans: (a) 
Explanation: Here Directive word is Not Correct!! 

 World Sustainable Development Summit: 

o It is the annual flagship event of The Energy and Resources 
Institute (TERI). 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/indias-no-fly-list/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/uns-new-rules-for-ships-in-the-arctic-region/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/uns-new-rules-for-ships-in-the-arctic-region/
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o It is the sole Summit on global issues taking place in the 

developing world. 

 Johannesburg Summit 2002 - the World Summit on 

Sustainable Development - brought together tens of thousands of 
participants, including heads of State and Government, national 

delegates and leaders from non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs), businesses and other major groups to focus the world's 
attention and direct action toward meeting difficult challenges, 

including improving people's lives and conserving our natural 
resources in a world that is growing in population, with ever-
increasing demands for food, water, shelter, sanitation, energy, 

health services and economic security. 

 Green Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment (GRIHA) was 

conceived by TERI and developed with Ministry of New and 
Renewable Energy, is a national rating system for green buildings 

in India. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/world-sustainable-development-
summit-2/ 

247. Which of the following is/are correctly matched? 

Bilateral exercise – Participating countries 
1. Sampriti –  India and Bangladesh  
2. Ekuverin –  India and Maldives 
3. Red Flag –  India and China 
Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 1 Only 

(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 Sampriti –  India and Bangladesh  

 Ekuverin –  India and Maldives 

 Red Flag –  India and USA 

Refer: Facts for Prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/insights-daily-
current-affairs-pib-summary-31-january-2020/ 

248. ‘Recognition of Prior Learning Scheme’ is sometimes mentioned in the 

news with reference to 
(a) Certifying the skills acquired by construction workers through 

traditional channels. 
(b) Enrolling the persons in Universities for distance learning 

programmes. 

(c) Reserving some skilled jobs to rural and urban poor in some public 
sector undertakings. 

(d) Certifying the skills acquired by trainees under the National Skill 
Development Programme. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/world-sustainable-development-summit-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/world-sustainable-development-summit-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-31-january-2020/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/31/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-31-january-2020/
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Ans: (a) 

Explanation: 

 The ‘Recognition of Prior Learning’ scheme — underway across 

construction sites in five states — to certify skills acquired by 
workers through traditional learning channels. 

 The project may be of particular relevance to a country where just 
2 per cent of the workforce is certified as skilled. 

 Most deemed to be outside the skilled category in India are those 
who have typically picked up a skill while on the job, without any 

formal degree to back this up. 

Refer: https://www.msde.gov.in/pmkvy.html 

249. Consider the following statements in respect of Trade Related Analysis 

of Fauna and Flora in Commerce (TRAFFIC): 
1. TRAFFIC is a bureau under United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP). 
2. The mission of TRAFFIC is to ensure that trade in wild plants and 

animals is not a threat to the conservation of nature. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: (b) 
Explanation: 

 It is a NGO, not a bureau under UNEP also TRAFFIC is governed 

by the TRAFFIC Committee, a steering group composed of 
members of TRAFFIC’s partner organizations, WWF and IUCN. 

 It is working globally on Wildlife trade monitoring network. 

 It specializes in investigating and analysing wildlife trade trends, 

patterns, impacts and drivers to provide the leading knowledge 
base on trade in wild animals and plants. 

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/11/11/rajya-sabha-tv-in-depth-maneaters-
of-india/ 

250. Who among the following was/were associated with the introduction of 

Ryotwari Settlement in India during the British rule? 
1. Lord Cornwallis 
2. Alexander Read 
3. Thomas Munro 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 3 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
Ans: (c) 

Explanation: 

https://www.msde.gov.in/pmkvy.html
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/11/11/rajya-sabha-tv-in-depth-maneaters-of-india/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/11/11/rajya-sabha-tv-in-depth-maneaters-of-india/
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 The Ryotwari system was devised by Capt. Alexander Read and 

Thomas Munro at the end of the 18th century. It was later 
introduced by Thomas Munro when he was governor (1820–27) of 

Madras. 

 The principle behind Roytwari was the direct collection of the land 

revenue from each individual cultivator by government agents. 

Refer: https://www.britannica.com/topic/ryotwari-system 
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