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GENERAL STUDIES – 1 
 

Topics: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture 
from ancient to modern times. 

1. Subramaniya Bharathi 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Famous literary works. 
For Mains: Contributions to social reforms. 
 
Context: Dec 11 is the birth anniversary of Subramanian Bharati. 
 
About Subramaniya Bharathiyar: 

1. He was a poet, freedom fighter and social reformer from Tamil Nadu. 
2. He was known as Mahakavi Bharathiyar and the laudatory epithet Mahakavi means a great poet. 
3. His songs on nationalism and freedom of India helped to rally the masses to support the Indian 

Independence Movement in Tamil Nadu. 
4. “Kannan Pattu” “Nilavum Vanminum Katrum” “Panchali Sabatam” “Kuyil Pattu” are examples of 

Bharathi’s great poetic output. 
5. He published the sensational “Sudesa Geethangal” in 1908. 

In 1949, he became the first poet whose works were nationalised by the state government. 
 
Bharthi as a social reformer: 
He was also against caste system. He declared that there were only two castes-men and women and nothing 
more than that. Above all, he himself had removed his sacred thread. 
He condemned certain Shastras that denigrated women. He believed in the equality of humankind and criticised 
many preachers for mixing their personal prejudices while teaching the Gita and the Vedas. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

2. South India’s earliest Sanskrit Inscription found in AP 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Latest inscriptions, Saptamatrikas, Satavahanas. 
For Mains: Significance of these findings. 
 
Context: The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has discovered the earliest Sanskrit inscription in South India. 

• This is also an earliest epigraphic evidence (Epigraphy is the study of ancient inscriptions) for 
the Saptamatrika cult. 

• The discovery was made in Chebrolu village in Guntur district of Andhra Pradesh.  
 
About the inscriptions found: 

• It is in Sanskrit and in Brahmi characters. 

• It was issued by Satavahana king Vijaya in 207 A.D. 

• The inscription records construction of a prasada (temple), a mandapa (a pavilion for public rituals) and 
consecration of images on southern side of temple by a person named Kartika for merit of king at 
temple of Bhagavathi (Goddess) Saktimatruka (Saptamatrika) at Tambrape (which is the ancient 
name of Chebrolou). 

• Chebrolu inscription of Satavahana king Vijaya issued in his 5th regnal year (207 A.D.) is also the earliest 
datable Sanskrit inscription from South India so far. Until now the Nagarjunakonda 
inscription of Ikshavaku king Ehavala Chantamula issued in his 11th regnal year (4th century A.D.) was 
considered the earliest Sanskrit inscription in South India. 

The place also yielded another inscription which is in Prakrit language and of Brahmi characters and belongs to 
1st century A.D. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• This is thus the earliest epigraphic reference to Mutts and records gift of a cloister mandapa and 
chaitya to bhavatho (Lord) of the Gadasa Mutt by a person hailing from Tabaava. 

 
Who are Saptamatrikas? 
They are a group of seven female deities worshipped in Hinduism as personifying the energy of their respective 
consorts. 
They are Brahmani (wife of Brahma), Maheshvari (wife of Shiva), Kaumari (wife of Kumara), Vaishnavi (wife 
of Vishnu), Varahi (wife of Varaha, or the boar, an avatar [incarnation] of Vishnu), Indrani (wife of Indra), 
and Chamunda, or Yami (wife of Yama). 
There are references of Saptamatrika worship in early Kadamba copper plates as well as early Chalukyas and 
Eastern Chalukya copper plates.  
 
Satavahanas: 

• They are an ancient Indian dynasty based In the Deccan. 

• They established their independent rule after the decline of the Mauryas. 

• Their rule lasted for about 450 years. 

• They were also known as the Andhras. 

• The Puranas and the Nasik and Nanaghad inscriptions remain important sources for the history of 
Satavahanas. 

• The Satavahana kingdom mainly comprised the present-day Telangana, Andhra 
Pradesh and Maharashtra. At different times, their rule extended to parts of modern Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh, and Karnataka. The dynasty had different capital cities at different times, 
including Pratishthana (Paithan) and Amaravati (Dharanikota). 

• The founder of the Satavahana dynasty was Simuka. 

• The greatest ruler of the Satavahana dynasty was Gautamiputra Satakarni. 

• They patronized Buddhism and Brahmanism. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 
present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

1. Paika Rebellion 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Paika Rebellion- what when and why? 
  
Context: President Ram Nath Kovind recently laid the foundation of a memorial dedicated to the 1817 Paika 
Rebellion. 
 
Who are Paikas? 
Recruited since the 16th century by kings in Odisha from a variety of social groups to render martial services in 
return for rent-free land (nish-kar jagirs) and titles. 
They were the traditional land-owning militia of Odisha and served as warriors. 
  
How the rebellion began? 
When armies of the East India Company overran most of Odisha in 1803, the Raja of Khurda lost his primacy and 
the power and prestige of the Paikas went on a decline. So, they rebelled back. 

• The British were not comfortable with these aggressive, warlike new subjects and set up a commission 
under Walter Ewer to look into the issue. 

• The commission recommended that the hereditary rent-free lands granted to the Paikas be taken over 
by the British administration and this recommendation was zealously adhered to. They revolted against 
the British. 

• Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar Mohapatra Bharamarbar Rai, the highest-ranking military general 
of King of Khorda Mukund Dev II, led the Paikas to join the uprising. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• However, the rebellion also had several other underlying causes – like the rise in the price of salt, 
abolition of the cowrie currency for payment of taxes and an overtly extortionist land revenue policy. 

 
Outcome: 
Although initially the Company struggled to respond they managed to put down the rebellion by May 1817. 
Many of the Paik leaders were hung or deported. Jagabandhu surrendered in 1825. 
  
Nationalist movement or a peasant rebellion? 
The Paika Rebellion is one among the peasant rebellions that took place in India when the British East India 
Company was expanding its military enterprise. Because these uprisings violently clashed with European 
colonialists and missionaries on many occasions, their resistance is sometimes seen as the first expression of 
resistance against colonial rule — and therefore considered to be “nationalist” in nature. 
  
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

2. Maharaja Surajmal and the third battle of panipat 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Battles that took place in panipat- overview, causes and outcomes, who was Maharaja 
Surajmal? 
 
Context: Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has urged the Censor Board to take 
note of allegations that Ashutosh Gowariker’s film, Panipat, had wrongly portrayed 
Maharaja Surajmal. 
 
What’s the issue? 
In the film, Maharaja Surajmal of Bharatpur is reportedly shown as having denied help 
to the Maratha army, one of the factors leading to the Marathas’ eventual defeat. The 
film is based on the Third Battle of Panipat. 
Members of the Jat community have protested against the film and several theatres in 
Rajasthan have decided not to screen the film. 
 
Who is Maharaja Surajmal? 
Born in 1707 in the kingdom of Bharatpur, Rajasthan, he ruled in the 18th century and was the son of the Jat 
chieftain Badan Singh. 
He is described as “a strong leader who harried the Mughal empire in the anarchic period of its decline, 
consolidated the kingdom with its capital at Bharatpur and used the resources gained to build forts and palaces. 
Some of the importants monuments include the palace at Deeg and the Bharatpur Fort”. 
 
The third battle of panipat- what, why and how? 

• Fought between Maratha forces and invading armies of Afghan general Ahmed Shah Abdali of Durrani 
Empire in 1761. 

• Abdali was supported by two Indian allies—the Rohillas Najib-ud-daulah, Afghans of the Doab region 
and Shuja-ud-Daula-the Nawab of Awadh. 

 
How it started? 
After the death of Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb, there was a sudden rise of the Marathas and all his territorial 
gains in the Deccan were reversed and a considerable part of India was conquered by Marathas. 
Abdali planned to attack the Marathas when his son was driven out of Lahore. 
Finally, the Marathas were defeated in the battle, with 40,000 of their troops killed, while Abdali’s army is 
estimated to have suffered around 20,000 casualties. 
 
Impact and outcomes: 
It marked a loss of prestige for the Marathas, who lost their preeminent position in north India after this war, 
paving the way for British colonial power to expand here. 
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The Marathas lost some of their most important generals and administrators, including Sadashivrao and heir-
apparent Vishwasrao of the Peshwa household, Ibrahim Khan Gardi, Jankojirao Scindia, and Yashwantrao 
Puar. 
 
Additional facts- Other major battles fought at Panipat:  

1. The First Battle of Panipat, in 1526: 
Fought between Babur and Ibrahim Lodhi. 
It laid the foundation of the Mughal Empire in India. 
 

2. The Second Battle of Panipat, in 1556. 
Fought between Hemu ‘Vikramaditya’ and Akbar. 
It cemented Mughal rule. 
 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

3. Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Contributions and significance. 
 
Context: The Prime Minister of India paid tribute to Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya on his 158th birth anniversary 
(25th December, 2019). 
 
Key facts: 

1. Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya was a freedom fighter and social reformer. 
2. He had served as the President of the INC on four occasions. 
3. He was awarded the Bharat Ratna posthumously in 2014. 
4. He was the editor of a Hindi magazine, ‘Hindosthan’. 
5. He became the editor of the ‘Indian Opinion’ in 1889. He also started a Hindi weekly ‘Abhyudaya’, an 

English daily ‘Leader’, a Hindi newspaper ‘Maryada’. 
6. Pandit Malaviya was instrumental in founding the Benares Hindu University in 1916. He also became its 

Vice-Chancellor till 1939. 
7. He was opposed to separate electorates to Muslims and the Lucknow Pact. 
8. He was also against the INC’s participation in the Khilafat Movement. 
9. He was a participant in the Second Round Table Conference in 1931. 
10. He started the Ganga Mahasabha to oppose construction of dams in the Ganga. 
11. He was also a social reformer who opposed untouchability. He worked for the temple entry of Dalits at 

the Kalaram Temple at Nashik, Maharashtra. 
12. He also founded the organisation Shri Mathura Vrindavan Hasanand Gochar Bhoomi in Vrindavan. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

4. Swami Shraddhanand 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: About Swami Shraddhanand- contributions, Arya Samaj- objectives. 
 
Context: On December 23, 1926, Arya Samaj missionary Swami Shraddhanand was assassinated by a man called 
Abdul Rashid. 
 
Who was Swami Shraddhanand? 
Born on February 22, 1856 at village Talwan in Jalandhar district in Punjab province. 
In the early 1880s, he came into contact with Swami Dayanand, the founder of the Arya Samaj. 
He wrote a book called “Hindu Sangathan”. 
He called untouchability a “curse” and a “blot” on the reputations of the Hindus. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       10  InsightsIAS 

What is Arya Samaj?  
It is a Hindu reform movement that was founded by Dayanand Saraswati in 1875 in Bombay. 
The movement believes in the infallible authority of the Vedas. 
The central objectives of Arya Samaj is to, “eradicate Ignorance (Agyan), Indigence or Poverty (Abhav) and 
Injustice (Anayay) from this earth. 
Members of the Arya Samaj believe in one God and reject the worship of idols. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Women and women related issues. 

1. Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana 
What to study? 
For prelims and mains: key features, objectives and significance of the programme, issues related to 
feminization of agriculture. 
 
Context: In line with the provisions of National Policy for Farmers (NPF) (2007), the Department of Rural 
Development, Ministry of Rural Development is implementing a programme exclusively for women farmers 
namely, Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana (MKSP). 
Funding support to the tune of up to 60% (90% for North Eastern States) for such projects is provided by the 
Government of India. 
 
About Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana: 
It is a sub component of the Deendayal Antodaya Yojana-NRLM (DAY-NRLM). 
It seeks to improve the present status of women in Agriculture, and to enhance the opportunities available to 
empower her. 
MKSP recognizes the identity of “Mahila” as “Kisan” and strives to build the capacity of women in the domain 
of agro-ecologically sustainable practices. 
 
Objectives and significance: 

• The focus of MKSP is on capacitating smallholders to adopt sustainable climate resilient agro-
ecology and eventually create a pool of skilled community professionals. 

• Its objective is to strengthen smallholder agriculture through promotion of sustainable agriculture 
practices such as Community Managed Sustainable Agriculture (CMSA), Non Pesticide Management 
(NPM), Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF), Pashu-Sakhi model for doorstep animal care services, 
Sustainable regeneration and harvesting of Non-Timber Forest Produce. 

 
Need for feminization of agriculture: 
Rural women form the most productive work force in the economy of majority of the developing nations 
including India. 

• More than 80% of rural women are engaged in agriculture activities for their livelihoods. 

• About 20 per cent of farm livelihoods are female headed due to widowhood, desertion, or male 
emigration. 

• Agriculture support system in India strengthens the exclusion of women from their entitlements as 
agriculture workers and cultivators. 

• Most of the women-headed households are not able to access extension services, farmers support 
institutions and production assets like seed, water, credit, subsidy etc. As agricultural workers, women 
are paid lower wage than men. 

  
Sources: pib. 
 

2. Gender gap index 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Highlights of the report and performance of various countries. 
For Mains: Significance of the findings, gaps and ways to address them. 
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Context: Global Gender Gap Report 2020 has been released by the World Economic Forum. 
 
For Prelims and Mains: 
About Global gender gap report: 
It is published annually by the world economic forum since 2006. 
Global gender gap index is a part of this which measures gender equality across four pillars– they are economic 
opportunity, political empowerment, educational attainment and health and survival. 
 
Significance: 
The Report aims to serve “as a compass to track progress on relative gaps between women and men on health, 
education, economy and politics”. Through this annual yardstick, the Report says, “stakeholders within each 
country are able to set priorities relevant in each specific economic, political and cultural context”. 
 
Performance of India: 

• India has been ranked 112th among 153 countries this year. In 2018, it ranked 108. 
 
Performance of other countries: 
 

• Iceland, Norway, and Finland occupy the top three spots. 
 
Key findings: 

• Globally, the average (population-weighted) distance completed to gender parity is at 68.6%, which is an 
improvement since last edition. 

• The largest gender disparity is in political empowerment. Only 25% of the 35,127 seats in parliaments 
around the world are occupied by women, and only 21% of the 3,343 ministers are women. 

• Projecting current trends into the future, the overall global gender gap will close in 99.5 years, on 
average, across the 107 countries covered continuously since the first edition of the Report. 

 
Challenges and concerns for India: 
India has closed two-thirds of its overall gender gap (score of 66.8%). However, the condition of women in 
large fringes of India’s society is precarious. 

• It has lost four positions since the previous edition, despite a small score improvement, as some 
countries ranked lower than India have improved more. 

• The economic gender gap runs particularly deep in India. Only one-third of the gap has been bridged. 
Since 2006, the gap has gotten significantly wider. Among the 153 countries studied, India is the only 
country where the economic gender gap is larger than the political gender gap. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues. 

1. AMRUT mission 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of the scheme. 
For Mains: Need for and significance of the scheme. 
 
Context: Unable to meet set targets for urban renewal in 500 cities, the Centre has decided to extend the 
mission period of its flagship initiative Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) by 
two more years. 
 
For Prelims and Mains: 
About AMRUT mission: 
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Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) is the new avatar of the Jawaharlal Nehru 
National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM). But, in a significant departure from the earlier mission, the Centre 
will not appraise individual projects. 
 
The Mission will focus on the following Thrust Areas: 

1. Water Supply. 
2. Sewerage and septage management. 
3. Storm Water Drainage to reduce flooding 
4. Non-motorized Urban Transport. 
5. Green space/parks. 

 
Five hundred cities have been selected under AMRUT. The category of cities that have been selected under 
AMRUT is given below: 

1. All Cities and Towns with a population of over one lakh with notified Municipalities as per Census 2011, 
including Cantonment Boards (Civilian areas). 

2. All Capital Cities/Towns of States/ UTs, not covered in above. 
3. All Cities/ Towns classified as Heritage Cities by MoHUA under the HRIDAY Scheme. 
4. Thirteen Cities and Towns on the stem of the main rivers with a population above 75,000 and less than 1 

lakh. 
5. Ten Cities from hill states, islands and tourist destinations (not more than one from each State). 

 
Implementation: 

1. AMRUT adopts a project approach to ensure basic infrastructure services relating to water supply, 
sewerage, storm-water drains, transportation and development of green spaces and parks with 
special provision for meeting the needs of children. 

2. Under this mission, 10% of the budget allocation will be given to states and union territories as 
incentive based on the achievement of reforms during the previous year. 

3. States will only submit state annual action Plans to the centre for broad concurrence based on which 
funds will be released. 

4. Central assistance will be to the extent of 50% of project cost for cities and towns with a population of 
up to 10 lakhs and one-third of the project cost for those with a population of above 10 lakhs. 

5. Under the mission, states will transfer funds to urban local bodies within 7 days of transfer by central 
government and no diversion of funds to be made failing which penal interest would be charged 
besides taking other adverse action by the centre. 

 
Sources: PIB. 
 

2. ‘Nagpur Resolution: A holistic approach for empowering citizens’ 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Overview and significance of the resolution. 
 
Context: The ‘Nagpur Resolution – A holistic approach for empowering citizens’ has been adopted at the end of 
the Regional Conference on ‘Improving Public Service Delivery – Role of Governments’, held recently in Nagpur, 
Maharashtra. 
 
Key facts: 

• The conference was organised by the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances 
(DARPG), Government of India, in collaboration with the Government of Maharashtra and the 
Maharashtra State Commission for Right to Public Services. 

• Previously, the Shillong Declaration and the Jammu Resolution have been adopted for good 
governance. 

 
Overview of the resolution: 
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As per the resolution, the GOI, the Government of Maharashtra and other participating States shall collaborate 
to: 

1. To empower the citizens by policy interventions for better service delivery through timely updation 
of citizens charters, implementation of enactments and benchmarking standards for continuous 
improvement; 

2. To empower citizens by adopting a bottom-up approach to bring massive improvements in quality of 
grievance redressal and reduction in timelines of grievance redressal; 

3. To adopt a holistic approach of systemic public grievance reforms through improved mapping, 
formulation of monitoring matrix, data collection and evaluation in quality of grievance redressal; 

4. To provide an enabling environment for States and Ministries/Departments of the Government of India 
for creating web portals and to adopt a holistic approach for improved service delivery through digital 
platforms; 

5. To focus on dynamic policy-making and strategic decisions, monitoring of implementation, appointment 
of key personnel, coordination and evaluation; 

6. To achieve a sense of common identity by exchange of technical expertise in the areas of Improved 
Service Delivery between the paired States under the Ek Bharat – Shreshth Bharat Program; 

7. To ensure timely publication of Good Governance Index to identify the quality of governance in 10 
sectors especially those pertaining to welfare and infrastructure at the Union, State and District levels. 

 
Sources: pib. 
 

Topics: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical 
features (including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such 
changes. 

1. Winter solstice 2019 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: All about Winter Solstice- 
its occurrence, why it occurs, significance and 
changes associated. 
 
Context: Winter Solstice this year falls on 
December 22. 
 
For Prelims and Mains: 
What is Winter Solstice? 

• The winter solstice happens every year 
when the Sun reaches its most southerly 
declination of -23.5 degrees. In other 
words, it is when the North Pole is tilted 
farthest away from the Sun, delivering the 
fewest hours of sunlight of the year. 

• The Sun is directly overhead of the Tropic 
of Capricorn in the Southern Hemisphere during the December solstice and is closer to the horizon than 
at any other time in the year. 

• The day after the winter solstice marks the beginning of lengthening days, leading up to the summer 
solstice in June. 

 
What does ‘solstice’ mean? 
The term ‘solstice’ derives from the Latin word ‘solstitium’, meaning ‘Sun standing still’. On this day the Sun 
seems to stand still at the Tropic of Capricorn and then reverses its direction as it reaches its southernmost 
position as seen from the Earth. Some prefer the more teutonic term ‘sunturn’ to describe the event. 
  
Sources: toi. 
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GENERAL STUDIES – 2 
 

Topics: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 
significant provisions and basic structure; Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme 
with that of other countries. 

1. Creamy layer principle in SC, ST quota for promotion 
What to study? 
For prelims: Names of relevant SC cases and constitutional provisions wrt to SC/ST welfare. 
For mains: Significance of Supreme Court verdict and its implications. 
 
Context: Central government has asked the Supreme Court of India to refer to a seven-judge Bench the question 
whether the creamy layer concept should apply (or not) to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes while giving 
them reservation in promotions. 
 
What’s the issue? 
The Centre has asked the CJI to refer a September 26, 2018 judgment of a five-judge Bench of the Supreme 
Court in Jarnail Singh versus Lachhmi Narain Gupta to a larger Bench of seven judges for a review. 
In Jarnail Singh, the court had agreed with its 12-year-old verdict in the M. Nagaraj case that the creamy layer 
applied to SCs and STs in order to prevent the socially advanced in a backward community or class from eating 
the whole cake while leaving the weak among them impoverished. 
 
What is the creamy layer concept? 
The ‘means-test and creamy layer’ first finds expression in the Supreme Court’s landmark judgment in Indra 
Sawhney versus Union of India, delivered by a nine-judge Bench on November 16, 1992. 
‘Creamy layer’ are “some members of a backward class who are highly advanced socially as well as economically 
and educationally. 
 
Constitutional basis- Article 335: 
Article 335 recognises that special measures need to be adopted for considering the claims of SCs and STs in 
order to bring them to a level-playing field. 
Need: Centuries of discrimination and prejudice suffered by the SCs and STs in a feudal, caste-oriented societal 
structure poses real barriers of access to opportunity. The proviso contains a realistic recognition that unless 
special measures are adopted for the SCs and STs, the mandate of the Constitution for the consideration of their 
claim to appointment will remain illusory. 
 
How was the creamy layer made applicable to SC/ST members? 

1. Indra Sawhney vs Union of India: 
In its landmark 1992 decision in Indra Sawhney vs Union of India, the Supreme Court had held that reservations 
under Article 16(4) could only be provided at the time of entry into government service but not in matters of 
promotion. And the principle would operate only prospectively and not affect promotions already made and 
reservation already provided in promotions shall continue in operation for a period of five years from the date 
of the judgment. 
More significantly, It ruled that the creamy layer can be and must be excluded. 
On June 17, 1995, Parliament, acting in its constituent capacity, adopted the seventy-seventh amendment by 
which clause (4A) was inserted into Article 16 to enable reservation to be made in promotion for SCs and STs. 
 

2. The validity of the amendment was challenged before the Supreme Court in the Nagaraj case (2006). 
Upholding the validity of Article 16 (4A), the court then said that it is an enabling provision. “The State is not 
bound to make reservation for the SCs and STs in promotions. But, if it seeks to do so, it must collect 
quantifiable data on three facets — the backwardness of the class; the inadequacy of the representation of 
that class in public employment; and the general efficiency of service as mandated by Article 335 would not be 
affected”. 
The court ruled that the constitutional amendments do not abrogate the fundamentals of equality. 
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Need of the hour: 
A comprehensive piece of legislature that would deal with ambiguity related to reservation in promotions is 
needed. The Act should try to rectify the current issues such as 

• Undefined parameters of efficiency. 

• Absence of transparency in evaluating backwardness and efficiency of STs/SCs 

• Presence of ambiguity regarding whole process of promotions in government services. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. Anglo- Indians in Lok Sabha ans Assemblies 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Who is an Anglo Indian and constitutional provisions with regard to their nominations. 
For Mains: Issues over ending the reservation and what lies ahead? 
 
Context: Anglo-Indians are unlikely to be nominated to Lok Sabha and state Assemblies from now on with the 
government recently introducing a bill to amend the Constitution seeking to not to extend the provision that is 
in place for the past 70 years but expires in January next year. 
 
Background: 
Article 334 has laid down provisions for reserving the seats for SCs and STs and nomination of Anglo-Indians to 
Lok Sabha and state Assemblies, which shall cease to be in effect on the 25 January 2020, if not extended 
further. 
 
Meaning of Anglo Indians in India: 
The term Anglo Indian is defined as per the article 366 (2) of the Indian constitution; “a person whose father or 
any of whose other male progenitors in the male line is or was of European descent but who is a native of 
India.” 
 
Anglo Indians in Parliament and Legislative Assemblies: 
Under article 331; the President of India is authorised to nominate 2 members of the Anglo Indian 
community if know member of this community is elected among the 543 members for the Lok Sabha. 
In the same way the governor of the state is authorised to nominate 1 Anglo Indian in the lower house of the 
State Legislature (in case of under representation). 
According to the 10th schedule of the Constitution, any Anglo-Indian member can take the membership of any 
party within 6 months of the nomination. After the membership; they are bound to the party whip and they 
have to work in the house according to the party’s agenda. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

3. 6th schedule of the constitution 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Overview of autonomous councils constituted under 6th schedule of the constitution, 
measures announced for the strengthening of these institutions. 
 
Context: The centre has asserted that the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019 has been tweaked so that states 
where the Inner Line Permit (ILP) is applicable, and tribal areas of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram that 
are notified under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution would be kept out of its purview. 
 
What CAB exemption means for 6th Schedule areas? 
The tweaked CAB states that areas under the Sixth Schedule are exempted from its purview, which means non-
Muslim refugees from the three countries who are granted Indian citizenship will not have any land or trading 
rights in the autonomous regions.  
This essentially means the refugees can neither reside or settle in the 10 autonomous districts, nor enjoy 
benefits extended to the tribals, even if they are provided with Indian citizenship. 
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Further, the laws made by Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) with the powers bestowed upon them by the 
Sixth Schedule will not be scrapped by the CAB. 
 
What is 6th schedule? 
Under Article 244, it deals with the administration of the tribal areas in the four northeastern states of Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. 
Passed by the Constituent Assembly in 1949, it seeks to safeguard the rights of tribal population through the 
formation of Autonomous District Councils (ADC). 
 
Key provisions: 
The governor is empowered to organise and re-organise the autonomous districts. 
If there are different tribes in an autonomous district, the governor can divide the district into several 
autonomous regions. 
Composition: Each autonomous district has a district council consisting of 30 members, of whom four are 
nominated by the governor and the remaining 26 are elected on the basis of adult franchise. 
Term: The elected members hold office for a term of five years (unless the council is dissolved earlier) and 
nominated members hold office during the pleasure of the governor. 
Each autonomous region also has a separate regional council. 
Powers of councils: The district and regional councils administer the areas under their jurisdiction. They can 
make laws on certain specified matters like land, forests, canal water, shifting cultivation, village administration, 
inheritance of property, marriage and divorce, social customs and so on. But all such laws require the assent of 
the governor. 
Village councils: The district and regional councils within their territorial jurisdictions can constitute village 
councils or courts for trial of suits and cases between the tribes. They hear appeals from them. The jurisdiction 
of high court over these suits and cases is specified by the governor. 
Powers and functions: The district council can establish, construct or manage primary schools, dispensaries, 
markets, ferries, fisheries, roads and so on in the district. It can also make regulations for the control of money 
lending and trading by non-tribals. But, such regulations require the assent of the governor. The district and 
regional councils are empowered to assess and collect land revenue and to impose certain specified taxes. 
Exceptions: The acts of Parliament or the state legislature do not apply to autonomous districts and autonomous 
regions or apply with specified modifications and exceptions. 
The governor can appoint a commission to examine and report on any matter relating to the administration of 
the autonomous districts or regions. He may dissolve a district or regional council on the recommendation of 
the commission. 
  
Related- 125th amendment bill: 
It seeks to increase the financial and executive powers of the 10 Autonomous Councils in the Sixth Schedule 
areas of the northeastern region. 
The amendments provide for elected village municipal councils, ensuring democracy at the grassroot level. 

• The village councils will be empowered to prepare plans for economic development and social justice 
including those related to agriculture, land improvement, implementation of land reforms, minor 
irrigation, water management, animal husbandry, rural electrification, small scale industries and social 
forestry. 

• The Finance Commission will be mandated to recommend devolution of financial resources to them. 

• The Autonomous Councils now depend on grants from Central ministries and the State government for 
specific projects. At least one-third of the seats will be reserved for women in the village and municipal 
councils in the Sixth Schedule areas of Assam, Mizoram and Tripura after the amendment is approved. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

4. Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What is LBA? 
For Mains: Issues and concerns involved, review of its implementation. 
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Context: More than four years after the historic Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) between India and 
Bangladesh, a report released by civil rights organisations on the situation in erstwhile enclaves states that 
protest and resistance have become an essential part of their survival in India. 
 
What’s the issue now? 

• The situation has not 
improved. There are 
marked continuities in the 
problems that existed in 
the pre-LBA years, 
although the nature and 
context of the problems 
have perceptibly changed. 

• On India’s part, the 
spotlight has now shifted 
from the identity crisis 
faced by erstwhile enclave 
dwellers in the pre-LBA 
situation, to issues of poor 
governance, as well as 
conflict of interest between the Centre and the state in the post-LBA years. 

 
What are the concerns? 
The intractable discord regarding the implementation of the measures as promised to the new citizens, coupled 
with lack of coordination between the Centre and the state in India, has apparently transformed the enclaves 
into hotbeds of local politics. 
 
About the Land boundary agreement: 
Under the Land Boundary Agreement between, the Bangladeshi enclaves in India and Indian enclaves in 
Bangladesh were transferred on July 31, 2015. 
The agreement involved handing over 17,000 acres of land to Bangladesh in return for 7,000 acres in 162 
enclaves in West Bengal, Assam, Tripura and Meghalaya. 
It also required an amendment to the Constitution (the 119th amendment Bill). 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

5. Disha Bill 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of the bill. 
For Mains: Significance and the need for the law, issues surrounding death sentence. 
 
Context: The Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly has passed the Andhra Pradesh Disha Bill, 2019 (Andhra 
Pradesh Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 2019). 
Disha is the name given to a veterinarian who was raped and murdered in Hyderabad on November 27. 
 
For Prelims: 
Key features of the Bill: 

1. It envisages the completion of investigation in seven days and trial in 14 working days, where there is 
adequate conclusive evidence, and reducing the total judgment time to 21 days from the existing four 
months. 

2. It prescribes life imprisonment for other sexual offences against children and includes Section 354 F 
and 354 G in IPC. 
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3. In cases of harassment of women through social or digital media, the Act states two years 
imprisonment for the first conviction and four years for second and subsequent convictions. For this, a 
new Section 354 E will be added in IPC, 1860. 

4. As per the Bill, the Andhra Pradesh government will establish, operate and maintain a register in 
electronic form, to be called the ‘Women & Children Offenders Registry’. This registry will be made 
public and will be available to law enforcement agencies. 

5. The government will establish exclusive special courts in each district to ensure speedy trial. These 
courts will exclusively deal with cases of offences against women and children including rape, acid 
attacks, stalking, voyeurism, social media harassment of women, sexual harassment and all cases under 
the POCSO Act. 

6. The government will constitute special police teams at the district level to be called District Special 
Police Team to be headed by DSP for investigation of offences related to women and children. 

7. The government will also appoint a special public prosecutor for each exclusive special court. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

6. Can the strength of Lok Sabha be increased? 
What to study? 
For Prelims: How Lok Sabha strength is determined? Constitutional basis. 
For Mains: need for revision of the numbers, challenges and significance. 
 
Context: Former President Pranab Mukherjee has advocated for increase in the number of seats in Lok Sabha 
should be increased to 1,000 from the present 543. 
 
How the strength of Lok Sabha is determined presently? 

• Article 81 of the Constitution defines the composition of the House of the People or Lok Sabha. 

• It states that the House shall not consist of more than 550 elected members of whom not more than 20 
will represent UTs. 

• It also mandates that the number of Lok Sabha seats allotted to a state would be such that the ratio 
between that number and the population of the state is, as far as possible, the same for all states. This 
is to ensure that every state is equally represented. 

• Exceptions: However, this logic does not apply to small states whose population is not more than 60 
lakh. 

• So, at least one seat is allocated to every state even if it means that its population-to-seat-ratio is not 
enough to qualify it for that seat. 

 
Basis for determination of population: 
As per Clause 3 of Article 81, population, for the purpose of allocation of seats, means “population as 
ascertained at the last preceding Census of which the relevant figures have been published” — in other words, 
the last published Census. 
However, as a result of an amendment to this Clause in 2003, the “population” now means population as per 
the 1971 Census — and will be so until the first Census that is taken after 2026. 
 
Need for more seats: 

1. The composition of the Lower House has remained more or less the same for four decades. Every MP 
currently represents an average 16-18 lakh Indians — too large a number to be kept in touch with in a 
meaningful way. Therefore, the number of Lok Sabha seats should be rationalized on the basis of 
population. 

2. The Constitution (126th Amendment) Bill passed by Parliament last week, while extending the 
reservation for SC/STs, did away with the provision for nomination of Anglo Indians. This has brought 
the strength of Lok Sabha down to 543 now. 

3. Besides, even after statehood was attained by Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram in 1986, the creation of 
a Legislative Assembly for the National Capital Territory of Delhi, and the creation of new states such as 
Uttarakhand, the number of seats have not been revised. 
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Sources: Indian Express. 
 

7. How a US President can be impeached? 
What to study? 
For Prelims: How is US President 
impeached? 
For Mains: Impeachment process in 
India. 
 
Context: Donald Trump has become the 
third President to be impeached by the 
US House. He was accused of enlisting 
foreign government to investigate 
political rival before 2020 election. 
 
Background: 

• So far only two American 
presidents have been 
impeached. In 1998, President 
Bill Clinton was impeached on 
charges of sexual relationship 
with his intern. However, the 
senate acquitted him. Before 
him, in 1868, President Andrew 
Johnson was impeached. He was 
acquitted by one vote in the 
Senate. 

• In 1974, President Nixon 
resigned over water gate corruption charges. The judiciary committee approved the articles of 
impeachment before the house could even pass them. 

 
For Prelims and Mains: 
What is Impeachment? 
Impeachment is a provision that allows Congress to remove the President of the United States. 
 
Under the US Constitution: 

1. The House of Representatives (Lower House) has the “the sole power of impeachment” while the Senate 
(Upper House) has “the sole power to try all impeachments”. 

2. The Chief Justice of the US Supreme Court has the duty of presiding over impeachment trials in the 
Senate. 

 
Grounds for impeachment: 
The President can be removed from office for “treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors”. 
Essentially, it means an abuse of power by a high-level public official. This does not necessarily have to be a 
violation of an ordinary criminal statute. Historically, in the US, it has encompassed corruption and other abuses, 
including trying to obstruct judicial proceedings. 
 
The process: 

1. It begins with an investigation by a House committee. If they find that there is enough evidence of 
wrongdoing, it will refer the matter to the full House. 

2. HOUSE VOTE: When the full House votes, if one or more of the articles of impeachment gets a majority 
vote, the President is impeached. Next, the proceedings move to the Senate. 
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3. SENATE TRIAL & VOTE: The Senate holds a trial, overseen by the chief justice of the Supreme Court. A 
team of lawmakers from the House, known as managers, play the role of prosecutors. The President has 
defence lawyers, and the Senate serves as the jury. If at least two-thirds of the Senators present find the 
President guilty, he is removed and the Vice President takes over as President. 

  
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

8. Instrument of Accession 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Overview of IoA. 
For Mains: Significance of IoA and challenges it posed. 
 
Context: From 2020, people in the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir will have a public holiday on October 
26 for the first time. The day, which will be observed as Accession Day, marks the signing of the Instrument of 
Accession by the last Dogra ruler of J&K, Maharaja Hari Singh, with the then Governor-General of India, Lord 
Mountbatten. 
 
What happened on October 26? 
As per the Indian Independence Act, 1947, British India was divided into India and Pakistan and the roughly 
580 princely states that had signed subsidiary alliances with the British had their sovereignty restored to them. 
In essence, these princely states were given the option to remain independent or to join the Dominion of India 
or Pakistan. 
According to Section 6(a) of the Act, before joining India or Pakistan, these states had to sign an Instrument of 
Accession, in which they would specify the terms on which they were becoming part of the new dominions. 
 
What is Instrument of Accession of J&K? 
It is a legal document executed by Maharaja Hari Singh, the then ruler of the princely state of Jammu & 
Kashmir, on October 26, 1947. 
It declared that the state of Jammu and Kashmir accedes to India. 
The IoA gave India’s Parliament the power to legislate in respect of J&K only on the matters of defence, 
external affairs and communications. 
Apart from defence, communications and external affairs, the IoA mentions ancillary subjects that include 
elections to the dominion legislature and offences against laws with respect to any of the said matters.  
Using IoA, Article 370 was incorporated in the Constitution of India. 
 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

Topics: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and 
institutions. 

1. Grounds for divorce under Hindu law. 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What is “irretrievable breakdown of marriage”? Article 142. 
For Mains: Concerns and Issues surrounding, need for UCC. 
 
Context: Last week, the Supreme Court used extraordinary powers under Article 142 of the Constitution to grant 
divorce in a case of “irretrievable breakdown of marriage”. 
 
What is “irretrievable breakdown of marriage”? 
The situation that exists when either or both spouses are no longer able or willing to live with each other, 
thereby destroying their husband and wife relationship with no hope of resumption of spousal duties. 
Currently, Hindu marriage law does not include “irretrievable breakdown of marriage” as a ground for 
divorce. However, the apex court in a number of cases has provided the said relief using its extraordinary 
powers that allow it to do “complete justice”. 
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What are the grounds for divorce under Hindu Law? 
The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, lays down the law for divorce, which applies to Hindus, Buddhists, Jains, and 
Sikhs. 

1. Under Section 13 of the Act, the grounds for divorce include: “voluntary sexual intercourse with any 
person other than his or her spouse”; “cruelty”; desertion “for a continuous period of not less than two 
years immediately preceding the presentation of the petition”; “ceas(ing) to be a Hindu by conversion to 
another religion”; and being “incurably of unsound mind”. 

2. In addition, Section 13B provides for “divorce by mutual consent”. 
3. Section 27 of The Special Marriage Act, 1954 provides the grounds for grant of divorce in the case of 

marriages solemnised under that Act. 

However, neither of the two Acts provide for “irretrievable breakdown of marriage” as a ground for divorce. 
 
What’s the case now? 
Recently, divorce was granted on the ground of irretrievable breakdown of marriage by the Supreme Court 
(Under Article 142), after examining various judicial pronouncements. It has been noted that such powers are 
exercised in rare cases, in view of the absence of legislation in this behalf, where it is found that a marriage is 
totally unworkable, emotionally dead, beyond salvage and has broken down irretrievably. 
In the present case, the court said that it believed that “not only is the continuity of this marriage fruitless, but it 
is causing further emotional trauma and disturbance to both the parties”, and “the sooner this comes to an end, 
the better it would be, for both the parties”. 
 
Article 142: 
Article 142 “provide(s) a unique power to the Supreme Court, to do “complete justice” between the parties, i.e., 
where at times law or statute may not provide a remedy, the Court can extend itself to put a quietus to a 
dispute in a manner which would befit the facts of the case. 
 
Suggestions made by the Law Commission: 
The Law Commission of India has twice recommended that “irretrievable breakdown” of marriage be included 
as a new ground for granting divorce to Hindus under the provisions of the Hindu Marriage Act and the Special 
Marriage Act. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 
powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

1. Administration of Oath in Legislature 
What to study? 
For Prelims: How is oath administered? 
For Mains: Can it be altered? Who is the ultimate authority to decide? 
 
Context: Former Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has alleged that the oath-taking ceremony of 
the new government had violated the Constitution- The format of the oath was not followed. 
 
What the constitution says? 
Article 164(3) says: “Before a Minister enters upon his office, the Governor shall administer to him the oaths of 
office and of secrecy according to the forms set out for the purpose in the Third Schedule.” 
The Third Schedule requires the taker of the oath to either “swear in the name of God” or to “solemnly affirm” 
to “bear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution…”. 
 
Can it be altered? 
Art 164 makes it clear that the text of the oath is sacrosanct, and the person taking the oath has to read it out 
exactly as it is, in the given format. 
If a person wanders from the text, it is the responsibility of the person administering the oath — in this instance 
the Governor — to interrupt and ask the person being sworn in to read it out correctly. 
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Role of the Governor: 
The Governor’s approval is key. 

• According to experts, if the person administering the oath approves the oath, the matter is closed. 
Immediately on taking the oath, the person who has been sworn in, must sign a register. 

• The register is attested by the Secretary to the Governor, which means it has been approved by the 
Governor. 

• Once Governor takes it as read, and the Secretary to the Governor has attested that the oath has been 
administered, and the gazette notification has come out, then it is no longer an issue, it cannot be legally 
challenged. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. Parliamentary standing committees 
What to study? 
For prelims and mains: Parliamentary standing committees- roles, need, functions and significance. 
 
Context: Persistent absenteeism from meetings of department-related standing committees should cost MPs 
their spot on these parliamentary panels was a strong view that emerged during a meeting of chairpersons of 
the committees with Rajya Sabha chairman M Venkaiah Naidu recently. 
 
Why have parliamentary committees? 

1. Committees are an instrument of Parliament for its own effective functioning.  
2. Committees are platforms for threadbare discussion on a proposed law. 
3. The smaller cohort of lawmakers, assembled on the basis of the proportional strength of individual 

parties and interests and expertise of individual lawmakers, could have more open, intensive and 
better-informed discussions. 

4. Committee meetings are ‘closed door’ and members are not bound by party whips, which allows them 
the latitude for a more meaningful exchange of views as against discussions in full and open Houses 
where grandstanding and party positions invariably take precedence. 

5. Members of Parliament may have great acumen but they would require the assistance of experts in 
dealing with such situations. It is through committees that such expertise is drawn into 
lawmaking. They allow for more detailed discussions. 

6. This mechanism also enables parliamentarians to understand the executive processes closely.  
 
What are the types of committees? 
Most committees are ‘standing’ as their existence is uninterrupted and usually reconstituted on an annual basis. 
Some are ‘select’ committees formed for a specific purpose, for instance, to deliberate on a particular bill. Once 
the Bill is disposed of, that select committee ceases to exist. Some standing committees are departmentally 
related. 
The three financial committees are the Public Accounts Committee, the Estimates Committee and the 
Committee on Public Undertakings. 
 
Powers: 
Parliamentary committees draw their authority from Article 105 (on privileges of Parliament members) and 
Article 118 (on Parliament’s authority to make rules for regulating its procedure and conduct of business). 
 
How can these committees be made more effective? 
These committees don’t have dedicated subject-wise research support available. Their work could be made 
more effective if the committees had full-time, sector-specific research staff. 
The national commission to review the working of the Constitution has recommended that in order to 
strengthen the committee system, research support should be made available to them. 
Besides, mandatory scrutiny of all bills by parliamentary committees would ensure better planning of 
legislative business. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       23  InsightsIAS 

  
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

3. What is a privilege motion? 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: All about Privilege motion and privilege committee. 
 
Context: Congress moves privilege motion against Smriti Irani for remark on Rahul Gandhi. 
 
For Prelims and Mains: 
What is a privilege motion? 
Parliamentary privileges are certain rights and immunities enjoyed by members of Parliament, individually and 
collectively, so that they can “effectively discharge their functions”. When any of these rights and immunities 
are disregarded, the offence is called a breach of privilege and is punishable under law of Parliament. 
  
Who can move it? How? 
A notice is moved in the form of a motion by any member of either House against those being held guilty of 
breach of privilege. Each House also claims the right to punish as contempt actions which, while not breach of 
any specific privilege, are offences against its authority and dignity. 
  
What are the rules governing privilege? 
Rule No 222 in Chapter 20 of the Lok Sabha Rule Book and correspondingly Rule 187 in Chapter 16 of the Rajya 
Sabha rulebook governs privilege. 
It says that a member may, with the consent of the Speaker or the Chairperson, raise a question involving a 
breach of privilege either of a member or of the House or of a committee thereof. 
The rules however mandate that any notice should be relating to an incident of recent occurrence and should 
need the intervention of the House. 
  
What is the role of the Speaker/Rajya Sabha Chair? 
The Speaker/RS chairperson is the first level of scrutiny of a privilege motion. The Speaker/Chair can decide on 
the privilege motion himself or herself or refer it to the privileges committee of Parliament. If the 
Speaker/Chair gives consent under Rule 222, the member concerned is given an opportunity to make a short 
statement. 
  
What is the privileges committee? 
In the Lok Sabha, the Speaker nominates a committee of privileges consisting of 15 members as per respective 
party strengths. A report is then presented to the House for its consideration. The Speaker may permit a half-
hour debate while considering the report. The Speaker may then pass final orders or direct that the report be 
tabled before the House. 
A resolution may then be moved relating to the breach of privilege that has to be unanimously passed. 
In the Rajya Sabha, the deputy chairperson heads the committee of privileges, that consists of 10 members. 
  
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

4. Parliamentary standing committees 
What to study? 
For prelims and mains: Parliamentary standing committees- roles, need, functions and significance. 
 
Context: Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has referred the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Second Amendment) 
Bill, which seeks to streamline the corporate insolvency resolution process, to the standing committee on 
Finance of which former prime minister Manmohan Singh is a member.  
 
What are the types of committees? 
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Most committees are ‘standing’ as their existence is uninterrupted and usually reconstituted on an annual basis; 
some are ‘select’ committees formed for a specific purpose, for instance, to deliberate on a particular bill. Once 
the Bill is disposed of, that select committee ceases to exist. Some standing committees are departmentally 
related. 
Financial control is a critical tool for Parliament’s authority over the executive; hence finance committees are 
considered to be particularly powerful. The three financial committees are the Public Accounts Committee, the 
Estimates Committee and the Committee on Public Undertakings. 
  
Powers: 
Parliamentary committees draw their authority from Article 105 (on privileges of Parliament members) and 
Article 118 (on Parliament’s authority to make rules for regulating its procedure and conduct of business). 
  
Significance: 
Committee reports are usually exhaustive and provide authentic information on matters related to governance. 
Bills that are referred to committees are returned to the House with significant value addition. Parliament is not 
bound by the recommendations of committees. 
 
Why have parliamentary committees? 

1. Parliament is the embodiment of the people’s will. Committees are an instrument of Parliament for its 
own effective functioning.  

2. Committees are platforms for threadbare discussion on a proposed law. 
3. The smaller cohort of lawmakers, assembled on the basis of the proportional strength of individual 

parties and interests and expertise of individual lawmakers, could have more open, intensive and better-
informed discussions. 

4. Committee meetings are ‘closed door’ and members are not bound by party whips, which allows them 
the latitude for a more meaningful exchange of views as against discussions in full and open Houses 
where grandstanding and party positions invariably take precedence. 

5. Members of Parliament may have great acumen but they would require the assistance of experts in 
dealing with such situations. It is through committees that such expertise is drawn into lawmaking.  

6. Executive accountability to the legislature is enforced through questions in Parliament also, which are 
answered by ministers. However, department standing committees go one step further and hear from 
senior officials of the government in a closed setting, allowing for more detailed discussions. 

7. This mechanism also enables parliamentarians to understand the executive processes closely.  
 
How can these committees be made more effective? 

1. Parliamentary committees don’t have dedicated subject-wise research support available. The knowledge 
gap is partially bridged by expert testimony from government and other stakeholders. Their work could 
be made more effective if the committees had full-time, sector-specific research staff. 

2. The national commission to review the working of the Constitution has recommended that in order to 
strengthen the committee system, research support should be made available to them. 

3. Currently, the rules of Parliament don’t require every bill to be referred to a parliamentary committee 
for scrutiny. While this allows the government greater flexibility and the ability to speed up legislative 
business, it comes at the cost of ineffective scrutiny by the highest law-making body. Mandatory 
scrutiny of all bills by parliamentary committees would ensure better planning of legislative business. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 
Topics: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies. 

1. National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: NCLAT- objectives, composition and significance. 
 
Context: Government to set up National Company Law Appellate Tribunal Bench in Chennai. 
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About NCLAT: 
National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) was constituted under Section 410 of the Companies Act, 
2013. 
 
Functions: 

1. It hears appeals against the orders of National Company Law Tribunal(s) (NCLT), with effect from 1st 
June, 2016. 

2. It is the Appellate Tribunal for hearing appeals against the orders passed by NCLT(s) under Section 61 of 
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC). 

3. It is the Appellate Tribunal for hearing appeals against the orders passed by Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Board of India under Section 202 and Section 211 of IBC. 

4. It is the Appellate Tribunal to hear and dispose of appeals against any direction issued or decision made 
or order passed by the Competition Commission of India (CCI). 

  
Composition: 
The President of the Tribunal and the chairperson and Judicial Members of the Appellate Tribunal shall be 
appointed after consultation with the Chief Justice of India. 
The Members of the Tribunal and the Technical Members of the Appellate Tribunal shall be appointed on the 
recommendation of a Selection Committee consisting of: 

1. Chief Justice of India or his nominee—Chairperson. 
2. A senior Judge of the Supreme Court or a Chief Justice of High Court— Member. 
3. Secretary in the Ministry of Corporate Affairs—Member. 
4. Secretary in the Ministry of Law and Justice—Member. 
5. Secretary in the Department of Financial Services in the Ministry of Finance— Member. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. International Financial Services Centres Authority Bill, 2019 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What are IFSCs. Their functions and how are they regulated? 
For Mains: Challenges in their management and the need for a unified authority. 
 
Context: The International Financial Services Centres Authority Bill, 2019 is likely to be taken up by Parliament 
for discussion next week. 
 
What is an IFSC? 
An IFSC enables bringing back the financial services and transactions that are currently carried out in offshore 
financial centers by Indian corporate entities and overseas branches / subsidiaries of financial institutions (FIs) to 
India by offering business and regulatory environment that is comparable to other leading international financial 
centers in the world like London and Singapore. 
It would provide Indian corporates easier access to global financial markets. 
 
What are the services an IFSC can provide? 

• Fund-raising services for individuals, corporations and governments. 

• Asset management and global portfolio diversification undertaken by pension funds, insurance 
companies and mutual funds. 

• Wealth management. 

• Global tax management and cross-border tax liability optimization, which provides a business 
opportunity for financial intermediaries, accountants and law firms. 

• Global and regional corporate treasury management operations that involve fund-raising, liquidity 
investment and management and asset-liability matching. 

• Risk management operations such as insurance and reinsurance. 

• Merger and acquisition activities among trans-national corporations. 
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The bill seeks to setup an authority- The International Financial Services Centres Authority. 
Management of the Authority: Consisting of a Chairperson, one Member each to be nominated by the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI), the Securities Exchange Board of India (SEBI), the Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India (IRDAI) and the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA), two members 
to be dominated by the Central Government and two other whole-time or full-time or part-time members. 
 
Functions of the Authority: 

• Regulate all such financial services, financial products and FIs in an IFSC which has already been 
permitted by the Financial Sector Regulators for IFSCs. 

• Regulate such other financial products, financial services or FIs as may be notified by the Central 
Government from time to time. 

• Recommend to the Central Government such other financial products, financial services and financial 
institutions which may be permitted in the IFSCs. 

 
Powers of the Authority: 
All powers exercisable by the respective financial sector regulatory (viz. RBI, SEBI, IRDAI, and PFRDA etc.) under 
the respective Acts shall be solely exercised by the Authority in the IFSCs in so far as the regulation of financial 
products, financial services and FIs that are permitted in the IFSC are concerned. 
 
Who is covered? 
The Bill will be applicable to all International Financial Services Centres (IFSCs) set up under the Special 
Economic Zones Act, 2005. 
The first IFSC in India has been set up at the Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City) in Gandhinagar. 
 
Need for and the benefits of a unified authority: 

• Multiple regulators: Currently, the banking, capital markets and insurance sectors in IFSC are regulated 
by multiple regulators, i.e. RBI, SEBI and IRDAI. 

• The dynamic nature of business in the IFSCs necessitates a high degree of inter-regulatory coordination. 
It also requires regular clarifications and frequent amendments in the existing regulations governing 
financial activities in IFSCs. 

• The development of financial services and products in IFSCs would require focussed and dedicated 
regulatory interventions. 

Therefore, a unified financial regulator for IFSCs in India would provide world class regulatory environment to 
financial market participants. This also essential from an ease of doing business perspective. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

3. GST Council 
What to study? 
For Prelims: About GST Council- composition, functions and related key facts, overview of GST. 
For Mains: Issues associated with GST, need for reforms and various measures announced in this regard. 
 
Context: The all-powerful GST Council, in its 38th meeting has voted for uniform rate of 28% on lotteries across 
the country. 
To facilitate the setting up industrial parks, the Council has decided that all entities with 20% 
ownership by central or state governments will be exempt from GST payable for long-term land leases from 
January 1, 2020. Earlier, only entities with a 50% government stake were exempt. 
 
Why do we need a GST Council? 

1. The predominant responsibility of the GST Council is to ensure to have one uniform tax rate for goods 
and services across the nation. 

2. It is the key decision-making body that will take all important decisions regarding the GST. 
3. It dictates tax rate, tax exemption, the due date of forms, tax laws, and tax deadlines, keeping in mind 

special rates and provisions for some states. 
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How is the GST Council structured? 
The Goods and Services Tax (GST) is governed by the GST 
Council. Article 279 (1) of the amended Indian 
Constitution states that the GST Council has to be 
constituted by the President within 60 days of the 
commencement of the Article 279A. 
  
Composition: 
According to the article, GST Council will be a joint forum 
for the Centre and the States. It consists of the following 
members: 

1. The Union Finance Minister will be the Chairperson 
2. As a member, the Union Minister of State will be in 

charge of Revenue of Finance 
3. The Minister in charge of finance or taxation or any 

other Minister nominated by each State 
government, as members. 

  
GST Council recommendations: 
Article 279A (4) specifies that the Council will make recommendations to the Union and the States on the 
important issues related to GST, such as, the goods and services will be subject or exempted from the Goods and 
Services Tax. 
 

Topics: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 
arising out of their design and implementation. 

1. Centre stops online sale of medicines 
What to study? 
For Prelims: About DCGI. 
For Mains: Need for regulation and significance of e pharmacies. 
 
Context: Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) has asked all states and Union Territories to prohibit sale of 
drugs by online pharmacies as per the Delhi High Court order. 
 
Background: 
The Delhi High Court in December 2018 had ordered the ban on sale of illegal or unlicensed online sale of 
medicines till the government drafts rules to regulate e-pharmacies.  
 
How online pharmacies are currently operating in India? 
Online pharmacies are operating in the country without a drug licence as there are no rules framed for the 
sector.  
 
What’s the issue now? 
The PIL filed in the court observed that the online illegal sale of medicines would lead to a drug epidemic, drug 
abuse and misuse of habit forming and addictive drugs. 
The PIL also said that since there was no mechanism to control the sale of medicines online, this puts health and 
lives of people at a high risk and affects their right to a safe and healthy life under Article 21 of the Constitution. 
In response, E-pharmacies told the Court that they do not require a license for online sale of drugs and 
prescription medicines as they do not sell them, instead they are only delivering the medications akin to food-
delivery app Swiggy. 
 
Other risks that exist in buying drugs online: 

1. Supply of fake and illegal drugs. 
2. Abuse on account of fake or forged or no prescriptions. 
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3. Lack of verification of the ultimate user. 
4. Unhealthy competition. 
5. Abuse of critical health data generated online. 
6. Mishandling during transport. 

 
Draft rules: 
Ministry of health and family welfare, in September 2018, issued a draft notification on the sale of drugs by E-
Pharmacies. It sought to amend the Drugs and Cosmetics Rules to enable registration of the e pharmacies and 
monitoring of their functioning. 
 
Highlights of the Draft: 

1. All the e-pharmacies have to be registered compulsorily with the Central Drugs Standard control 
organisation. 

2. Psychotropic substances, habit-forming medicines like cough syrup and sleeping pills, schedule x drugs 
will not be sold online. 

3. Apart from registration, the e pharmacies have to obtain a license from the State government to sell the 
medicines online. 

4. The application of registration of e-pharmacy will have to be accompanied by a sum of Rs 50,000 while 
asserting that an e-pharmacy registration holder will have to comply with provisions of Information 
Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000). 

5. The details of patient shall be kept confidential and shall not be disclosed to any person other than the 
central government or the state government concerned, as the case may be. 

6. The supply of any drug shall be made against a cash or credit memo generated through the e-pharmacy 
portal and such memos shall be maintained by the e-pharmacy registration holder as record. 

7. Both state and central drug authorities will be monitoring the data of sales and transactions of e 
pharmacies. Any violation of rules the registration of e-pharmacies will be suspended, and it can be 
cancelled too. 

8. The premises from which e-pharmacy is operated regular inspections will be conducted every two years 
by the central licencing authority. 

 
Need for regulation: 
Ministry of Health, Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation and an expert committee appointed by the drug 
consultative committee have already concluded that the online sale of medicines is in contravention of the 
provisions of Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 and the other allied laws.  
Still lakhs of drugs are being sold on internet every day. Some of the drugs/medicines contain narcotic and 
psychotropic substances and some can even cause antibiotic resistant-bacteria which is a threat not only to the 
patient but to the humanity at large. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. Fugitive Economic Offender 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Definition of Economic Offender, features of Fugitive Economic Offenders Act. 
For Mains: Significance of the law and issues that need to be addressed. 
 
Context: A special court has declared diamond businessman Nirav Modi, the key accused in the $2 billion Punjab 
National Bank (PNB) fraud case, a fugitive economic offender, on a plea of the Enforcement Directorate. 
 
Key facts: 
Nirav Modi is the second businessman, after liquor tycoon Vijay Mallya, to be declared a fugitive economic 
offender under provisions of the Fugitive Economic Offenders (FEO) Act, which came into existence in August 
last year. 
 
What’s the issue? 
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• As per ED, Nirav Modi and his uncle Choksi, in connivance with certain bank officials, allegedly cheated 
the PNB to the tune of  ₹14,000 crore through issuance of fraudulent Letters of Undertaking (LoUs). 

• These LoUs were allegedly issued in a fraudulent manner by a Mumbai branch of the PNB to the group 
of companies belonging to Nirav Modi since March 2011, till the case came to light. 

 
Implications: 
The investigative agency can now confiscate properties of Nirav Modi which are not directly related to the cases 
against him. 
 
Definition- Fugitive Economic Offender: 
A person can be named an offender under the law if there is an arrest warrant against him or her for 
involvement in economic offences involving at least Rs. 100 crore or more and has fled from India to escape 
legal action. 
  
The procedure: 

1. The investigating agencies have to file an application in a Special Court under the Prevention of Money-
Laundering Act containing details of the properties to be confiscated, and any information about the 
person’s whereabouts. 

2. The Special Court will issue a notice for the person to appear at a specified place and date at least six 
weeks from the issue of notice. 

3. Proceedings will be terminated if the person appears. If not the person would be declared as a Fugitive 
Economic Offender based on the evidence filed by the investigating agencies. 

4. The person who is declared as a Fugitive Economic Offender can challenge the proclamation in the High 
Court within 30 days of such declaration according to the Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018. 

  
Sources: the hindu. 
 

3. Data Protection Bill 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of the bill. 
For Mains: Concerns and issues. 
 
Context: Cleared by the Cabinet, the Personal Data Protection Bill is due to be placed in Parliament. 
The Bill has three key aspects that were not previously included in a draft version, prepared by a committee 
headed by retired Justice B N Srikrishna. 
 
How does the bill seek to regulate data? 
The bill constitutes 3 personal information types: 

1. Critical. 
2. Sensitive. 
3. General. 

 
Sensitive data constitutes or is related to passwords, financial data, health data, official identifier, sexual 
orientation, religious or caste data, biometric data and genetic data. It may be processed outside India with the 
explicit consent of the user. 
Critical data will be characterised by the government every once in a while, and must be stored and handled 
only in India. 
General data: Any data that is non-critical and non-sensitive is categorised as general data with no limitation on 
where it is stored or managed. 
 
Other Key provisions: 
Data principal: As per the bill, it is the individual whose data is being stored and processed. 
Exemptions: The government is qualified to order any data fiduciary to acquire personal and non-
personal/anonymised data for the sake of research and for national security and criminal investigations. 
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Social media companies, which are deemed significant data fiduciaries based on factors such as volume and 
sensitivity of data as well as their turnover, should develop their own user verification mechanism. 
An independent regulator Data Protection Agency (DPA) will oversee assessments and audits and definition 
making. 
Each company will have a Data Protection Officer (DPO) who will liaison with the DPA for auditing, grievance 
redressal, recording maintenance and more. 
The bill also grants individuals the right to data portability, and the ability to access and transfer one’s own 
data. 
The right to be forgotten: this right allows an individual to remove consent for data collection and disclosure. 
 
Why does data protection matter? 
With a population of over a billion, there are about 500 million active web users and India’s online market is 
second only to China.  
Large collection of information about individuals and their online habits has become an important source of 
profits. It is also a potential avenue for invasion of privacy because it can reveal extremely personal aspects. 
Companies, governments, and political parties find it valuable because they can use it to find the most 
convincing ways to advertise to you online. 
Besides, presently, there are no laws on the utilisation of individual information and forestalling its abuse, 
even though the Supreme Court maintained the right to privacy as a fundamental right back directly in 2017. 
 
How is data handled? 
Data is collected and handled by entities called data fiduciaries. 
While the fiduciary controls how and why data is processed, the processing itself may be by a third party, the 
data processor. 
The physical attributes of data — where data is stored, where it is sent, where it is turned into something useful 
— are called data flows. 
 
Why there are Concerns over the bill? 
The bill is like a two-sided sword. While it protects the personal data of Indians by empowering them with data 
principal rights, on the other hand, it gives the central government with exemptions which are against the 
principles of processing personal data. 
The government can process even sensitive personal data when needed, without explicit permission from the 
data principals. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

4. Kannadigas to get priority in the private sector 
What to study? 
For Prelims: About the new policy of Karnataka. 
For Mains: Significance, challenges and concerns associated, what is the need of the hour? 
 
Context: The Karnataka government has amended rules directing industrial establishments that have taken any 
support from the government to give priority to Kannadigas in jobs on the shop floor in ‘C’ and ‘D’ category of 
employees. 
 
Key facts: 

• The industries getting incentives from the government must provide 100 percent reservation in their 
blue-collared jobs and those not availing any benefits are required to accord priority to Kannadigas. 

• The revised rules also empower the state to intervene if private companies fail to implement the rules in 
letter and spirit. 

 
What’s the basis for this move? 
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Competition from outsiders: In the last few years, Bangalore has witnessed a huge population influx from all 
corners of India naturally upsetting the local and migrant balance and causing social friction primarily owing to 
economic reasons. 
With not enough jobs being created and the poor spread of those that are getting created, the pressure on, and 
in, relatively better-performing states is growing. 
 
Issues associated with this policy: 

1. By arm-twisting the private sector into forcibly hiring Kannadigas irrespective of merit or 
qualification, the indirect assumption seems to be that Kannadigas are incapable of finding jobs on 
their own merit or hard work. 

2. Even as the move will benefit the Kannadiga population, the private sector could suffer a setback as it 
would hinder choosing the best candidates, irrespective of the linguistic background or domicile of the 
person, to comply with the rule. 

3. Also, once it is enforced, there is no stopping other states from coming up with similar populist 
policies, even for white-collar jobs where merit is paramount for productivity. This could mean greater 
informalisation of labour, which in turn means greater insecurity for the same workers whose interests 
the Karnataka government is purportedly protecting with the move. 

4. The end result of industry loss of confidence and business moving elsewhere would, of course, be a 
decline in the economic well-being of the Kannadiga blue-collar workers the policy is supposed to 
protect. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

5. Partial Credit Guarantee Scheme 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Key features, coverage and significance of the scheme. 
 
Context: Partial Credit Guarantee Scheme for NBFCs gets cabinet nod. 
 
Key features of the scheme: 

• It allows for purchase of high-rated pooled assets from financially-sound non-banking financial 
companies (NBFCs) and housing finance companies (HFCs) by public sector banks (PSBs). 

• The scheme would cover NBFCs and HFCs that might have slipped into "SMA-0" category during the 
one-year period prior to August 1, 2018, and asset pools rated "BBB+" or higher. 

• The window for one-time partial credit guarantee offered by the government would remain open till 
June 30, 2020 or till such date by which Rs 1 lakh crore worth of assets get purchased by the banks, 
whichever is earlier. 

• The Finance Minister would have the power to extend the validity of the scheme by up to three months 
by taking into account its progress. 

 
Significance: 
The proposed Government Guarantee support and resultant pool buyouts will help address NBFCs/HFCs resolve 
their temporary liquidity or cash flow mismatch issues. 
This will also enable them to continue contributing to credit creation and providing last mile lending to 
borrowers, thereby spurring economic growth. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

6. Atal Bhujal yojana 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Atal Bhujal Yojana- Objectives, funding and implementation, CGWA. 
For Mains: Groundwater crisis- reasons, challenges, concerns and solutions, various efforts by the government. 
 
For Prelims: 
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About Atal Bhujal Yojana: 
It is a Rs.6000 crore World Bank approved Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of Jal Shakti. 
The funding pattern is 50:50 between Government of India and World Bank. 
Aims to improve ground water management in priority areas in the country through community participation. 
  
Priority areas: 

• The priority areas identified under the scheme fall in the states of Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. 

• These States represent about 25% of the total number of over-exploited, critical and semi-critical blocks 
in terms of ground water in India. 

• They also cover two major types of groundwater systems found in India – alluvial and hard rock aquifers- 
and have varying degrees of institutional readiness and experience in groundwater management. 

  
Implementation of the scheme: 
Funds under the scheme will be provided to the states for strengthening the institutions responsible for ground 
water governance, as well as for encouraging community involvement for improving ground water management 
to foster behavioural changes that promote conservation and efficient use of water. The scheme will also 
facilitate convergence of ongoing Government schemes in the states by incentivizing their focussed 
implementation in identified priority areas. 
 
Value addition for Mains: 
Expected outcomes: 
The implementation of the scheme is expected to have several positive outcomes like better understanding of 
the ground water regime, focused and integrated community based approach for addressing issues related to 
ground water depletion, sustainable ground water management through convergence of on-going and new 
schemes, adoption of efficient water use practices to reduce ground water use for irrigation and augmentation 
of ground water resources in targeted areas. 
  
Status of groundwater in India: 
Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA) is regulating ground water development in States/UTs. As per the 
assessment of dynamic ground water resources of country carried out jointly by CGWB and State Ground Water 
Departments, out of the total 6584 numbers of assessment units (Block/ Taluks/ Mandals/ watershed/ Firkka), 
1034 units have been categorized as ‘Over-exploited’. This may be due to increase in population, rapid 
urbanization & industrialization and other related factors. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

7. Drug prices control order 
What to study? 
For Prelims: About NPPA, DPCO and scheduled drugs. 
For Mains: Issues involved and the need for drug price monitoring, relevance of DPCO. 
 
Context: National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) has allowed an increase in the maximum retail 
prices of 21 drugs currently under price control by as much as 50%. 
 
Significance: 
The decision has been taken to ensure that the life saving essential drugs must remain available to the general 
public at all times. This is to avoid a situation where these drugs become unavailable in the market and the 
public is forced to switch to costly alternatives. This is the first time the NPPA — which is known to slash prices 
of essential and life-saving medicines — is increasing prices in public interest. 
 
What is the “Drugs (Prices Control) Order (DPCO)” ?  
The Drugs Prices Control Order is an order issued by the Government of India under Sec. 3 of Essential 
Commodities Act, 1955 to regulate the prices of drugs. 
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The Order interalia provides the list of price controlled drugs, procedures for fixation of prices of drugs, method 
of implementation of prices fixed by Govt., penalties for contravention of provisions etc. 
For the purpose of implementing provisions of DPCO, powers of Govt. have been vested in NPPA. 
 
Are all the drugs marketed in the country under price control ?  
No. The National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM) 2011 is adopted as the primary basis for determining 
essentiality, which constitutes the list of scheduled medicines for the purpose of price control. The DPCO 2013 
contains more than 600 scheduled drug formulations spread across 27 therapeutic groups. However, the prices 
of other drugs can be regulated, if warranted in public interest. 
  
What is NPPA and its role?  
National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), was established on 29th August 1997 as an independent body 
of experts as per the decision taken by the Cabinet committee in September 1994 while reviewing Drug Policy. 
Functions: The Authority, interalia, has been entrusted with the task of fixation/revision of prices of 
pharmaceutical products (bulk drugs and formulations), enforcement of provisions of the Drugs (Prices Control) 
Order and monitoring of the prices of controlled and decontrolled drugs in the country. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

8. Prevention of Damage to Public Property Act 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What is Public Property Act? 
For Mains: Concerns over damages to public properties, need for review of the law and the relevant 
guidelines. 
 
Context: Despite a law against the destruction of property, incidents of rioting, vandalism, and arson have been 
common during protests across the country. 
And the Supreme Court has recently expressed displeasure over rioting and destruction of public property. 
 
For Prelims: 
What the Prevention of Damage to Public Property Act, 1984 says? 
It punishes anyone “who commits mischief by doing any act in respect of any public property” with a jail term 
of up to five years and a fine or both. 
Provisions of this law can be coupled with those under the Indian Penal Code. 
 
What is a public property? 
Public property under this Act includes “any building, installation or other property used in connection with the 
production, distribution or supply of water, light, power or energy; any oil installation; any sewage works; any 
mine or factory; any means of public transportation or of telecommunications, or any building, installation or 
other property used in connection therewith”. 
 
Value addition for Mains: 
Need for review: 
The Supreme Court has on several earlier occasions found the law inadequate, and has attempted to fill the 
gaps through guidelines. 
2007: The court took suo motu cognizance of “various instances where there was large scale destruction of 
public and private properties in the name of agitations, bandhs, hartals and the like”, and set up two 
Committees headed by former apex court judge Justice K T Thomas and senior advocate Fali Nariman to 
suggest changes to the law. 
2009 case of In Re: Destruction of Public & Private Properties v State of AP and Ors: The Supreme Court issued 
guidelines based on the recommendations of the two expert Committees. 
 
SC guidelines based on Thomas Committee recommendations: 

• Reverse the burden of proof against protesters. 
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• Prosecution should be required to prove that public property had been damaged in direct action called 
by an organisation, and the accused also participated in such direct action. From that stage the burden 
can be shifted to the accused to prove his innocence. 

• The law must be amended to give the court the power to draw a presumption that the accused is 
guilty of destroying public property, and it would then be open to the accused to rebut such 
presumption. 

 
Based on Nariman Committee’s recommendations: 

• Rioters would be made strictly liable for the damage, and compensation would be collected to “make 
good” the damage. 

• Where persons, whether jointly or otherwise, are part of a protest which turns violent, results in 
damage to private or public property, the persons who have caused the damage, or were part of the 
protest or who have organized it will be deemed to be strictly liable for the damage so caused, which 
may be assessed by the ordinary courts or by any special procedure created to enforce the right. 

• High Courts should order suo motu action, and set up a machinery to investigate the damage caused and 
award compensation wherever mass destruction to property takes place due to protests. 

 
Impact of guidelines: 
Like the law, the guidelines too, have had a limited impact. This is because the identification of protesters 
remains difficult, especially in cases where there is no leader who gave the call to protest. 
In its verdict in Koshy Jacob vs Union Of India, the court reiterated that the law needed to be updated — but it 
did not grant the petitioner any compensation since the organisers of the protest were not before the court. 
 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

9. Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana-lll (PMGSY-III) 
What to study? 
For prelims and mains: features and significance of PMGSY, need for enhanced rural connectivity. 
 
Context: Phase III of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) has been launched. 
 
For Prelims and Mains: 
Features of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana-lll (PMGSY-III): 

1. Under the PMGSY-III Scheme, it is proposed to consolidate 1,25,000 Km road length in the States. 
2. It involves consolidation of Through Routes and Major Rural Links connecting habitations to Gramin 

Agricultural Markets (GrAMs), Higher Secondary Schools and Hospitals. 
3. The funds would be shared in the ratio of 60:40 between the Centre and State for all States except for 

8 North Eastern states and Himachal Pradesh & Uttarakhand for which it is 90:10. 
 
Background: 
A total of 5,99,090 Km road length has been constructed under the scheme since inception till April, 2019 
(inclusive of PMGSY-I, PMGSY-II and RCPLWEA Scheme. 
 
PMGSY-I: 
PMGSY was launched in December, 2000 with an objective to provide single all-weather road connectivity to 
eligible unconnected habitation of designated population size (500+ in plain areas and 250+ in North-East, hill, 
tribal and desert areas as per Census, 2001) for overall socio-economic development of the areas. 
  
Road Connectivity Project for Left Wing Extremism Area (RCPLWEA): 
Launched in the year 2016 as a separate vertical under PMGSY to provide all-weather road connectivity with 
necessary culverts and cross-drainage structures in 44 districts (35 are worst LWE affected districts and 09 are 
adjoining districts), which are critical from security and communication point of view. Under the Scheme, 5,066 
Km road length has been sanctioned. 
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Sources: the Hindu. 
 

10. Swadesh Darshan scheme 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Features and significance of the scheme, Important circuits and overview of their 
locations and geographical significance. 
 
Context: The Cabinet approves the release of funds for 10 projects of the Swadesh Darshan Scheme sanctioned 
in 2018-19. 
 
About Swadesh Darshan Scheme: 
Tourism Ministry launched the scheme in 2015. 
Objective: to develop theme-based tourist circuits in the country. These tourist circuits will be developed on the 
principles of high tourist value, competitiveness and sustainability in an integrated manner. 
Under the Scheme 15 circuits have been identified for development namely Himalayan Circuit, North East 
Circuit, Krishna Circuit, Buddhist Circuit and Coastal Circuit, Desert Circuit, Tribal Circuit, Eco Circuit, Wildlife 
Circuit, Rural Circuit, Spiritual Circuit, Ramayana Circuit, Heritage Circuit, Tirthankar Circuit and Sufi Circuit. 
 
Features of Swadesh Darshan Scheme: 

• 100% centrally funded for the project components undertaken for public funding. 

• To leverage the voluntary funding available for Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)initiatives of Central 
Public Sector Undertakings and corporate sector. 

• Funding of individual project will vary from state to state and will be finalised on the basis of detailed 
project reports prepared by PMC (Programme Management Consultant). 

• PMC will be a national level consultant to be appointed by the Mission Directorate. 

• A National Steering Committee (NSC)will be constituted with Minister in charge of M/O Tourism as 
Chairman, to steer the mission objectives and vision of the scheme. 

• A Mission Directorate headed by the Member Secretary, NSC as a nodal officer will help in identification 
of projects in consultation with the States/ UTs governments and other stake holders. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

11. Atal Bhujal Yojana (AJY) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Atal Bhujal Yojana- Objectives, funding and implementation, CGWA. 
For Mains: Groundwater crisis- reasons, challenges, concerns and solutions, various efforts by the government. 
 
Context: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on December 25, 2019 launched a scheme to conserve ground water in 
regions with low water tables. 
 
About Atal Bhujal Yojana: 
It is a Rs.6000 crore World Bank approved Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of Jal Shakti. 
The funding pattern is 50:50 between Government of India and World Bank. 
Aims to improve ground water management in priority areas in the country through community participation. 
 
The scheme “envisages”: 

1. Community participation eg, “formation of Water User Associations”. 
2. Monitoring and dissemination of data. 
3. Water budgeting. 
4. Panchayat-level plans. 
5. Information, Education & Communication (IEC) activities. 

 
Priority areas: 
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1. The priority areas identified under the scheme fall in the states of Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. 

2. These States represent about 25% of the total number of over-exploited, critical and semi-critical blocks 
in terms of ground water in India. 

3. They also cover two major types of groundwater systems found in India – alluvial and hard rock aquifers- 
and have varying degrees of institutional readiness and experience in groundwater management. 

 
Implementation of the scheme: 
Funds under the scheme will be provided to the states for strengthening the institutions responsible for ground 
water governance, as well as for encouraging community involvement for improving ground water management 
to foster behavioural changes that promote conservation and efficient use of water. The scheme will also 
facilitate convergence of ongoing Government schemes in the states by incentivizing their focussed 
implementation in identified priority areas. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

12. Illegal cultivation of Bt brinjal 
What to study? 
For prelims and mains: bt crops- need, concerns, challenges in preventing their cultivation and measures 
needed. 
 
Context: Illegal Bt brinjal cultivation in Haryana have been confirmed recently. 
 
Background: 
India banned Bt brinjal in 2010.   
 
Need of the hour- the GEAC should: 

1. Visit the farms and conduct tests. 
2. Identify the source of seeds. 
3. Destroy GM crops. 
4. Compensate losses incurred by farmers. 
5. Penalise distributing companies. 
6. Form a mechanism to avoid such incidents in the future. 

 
What is a GM crop? 
A GM or transgenic crop is a plant that has a novel 
combination of genetic material obtained through the 
use of modern biotechnology. 

• For example, a GM crop can contain a gene(s) 
that has been artificially inserted instead of the 
plant acquiring it through pollination. 

• The resulting plant is said to be “genetically 
modified” although in reality all crops have been 
“genetically modified” from their original wild 
state by domestication, selection, and controlled 
breeding over long periods of time. 

 
Do we need GM crops? 
Yes and why? 

1. Higher crop yields. 
2. Reduced farm costs. 
3. Increased farm profit. 
4. Improvement in health and the environment. 
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No and why? 
Lack of clarity: The scientific community seems uncertain about the GM technology. While there are many in 
this community who feel that the benefits outweigh the risks, others point to the irreversibility of this 
technology and uncontrollability of the Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO) once introduced in the 
ecosystem.  
Threat to domestic crops: Globally, there is a clear view that GM crops must not be introduced in centres of 
origin and diversity. India also has mega biodiversity hotspots like the Eastern Himalayas and the Western Ghats 
which are rich in biodiversity yet ecologically very sensitive.  
 
There is also a potential for pests to evolve resistance to the toxins produced by GM crops and the risk of these 
toxins affecting nontarget organisms. There is also the danger of unintentionally introducing allergens and other 
anti-nutrition factors in foods. 
 
Sources: Down to Earth. 
 

Topics: Development processes and the development industry- the role of NGOs, SHGs, 
various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders. 

1. ‘Eat right movement’ campaign 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of the movement, what are TPCs, need for a limit. 
For Mains: Significance and the need for staying healthy, government measures to keep the country healthy 
and raise awareness about it. 
 
Context: Western Railway's Mumbai Central Terminus has become India's first Eat Right Station. Food Safety & 
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has rated the station with four stars. 
 
Background: 

• The station was graded on the basis of food safety and hygiene, availability of healthy diet, food 
handling at preparation and food waste management among others. 

• The food was certified and rated after a thorough inspection. 'Eat Right Station' is a part of the ‘Eat 
Right India' initiative that was launched by FSSAI in 2018 to help passengers make a healthy choice. 

 
About Eat Right Movement: 
It was launched by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI). 
The movement aims to cut down salt/sugar and oil consumption by 30% in three years. 
It also aims to engage and enable citizens to improve their health and well-being by making the right food 
choices. 
  
Measures in place: 
FSSAI has put in place robust regulatory measures under three major pillars: Eat Safe, Eat Health and Eat 
Sustainably for the programme. 
FSSAI has prescribed a limit for Total Polar Compounds (TPC) at 25% in cooking oil to avoid the harmful effects 
of reused cooking oil. 
  
Significance of the campaign: 
The country is in need of a movement on preventive health for all in the backdrop of the increasing burden of 
non-communicable diseases including diabetes, hypertension and heart diseases, widespread deficiencies of 
vitamins and minerals and rampant food-borne illnesses. 
The Eat Right India movement acts as a crucial preventive healthcare measure to trigger social and behavioural 
change through a judicious mix of regulatory measures, combined with soft interventions for ensuring 
awareness and capacity building of food businesses and citizens alike. 
  
Sources: the Hindu. 
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2. What is Eat Right Mela? 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of the movement, what are TPCs, need for a limit. 
For Mains: Significance and the need for staying healthy, government measures to keep the country healthy 
and raise awareness about it. 
 
Context: Recently, Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare inaugurated the 2nd edition of Eat Right Mela in 
New Delhi. 
 
What is Eat Right Mela? 
As part of the Eat Right India movement, the ‘Eat Right Mela’ was conceived to engage, excite and enable 
citizens to eat right through an info-tainment model. Eat Right Melas have been envisioned for massive outreach 
to build awareness on safe food and healthy diets through an interactive and informative model. 
 

3. Skills Build Platform 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Key features and significance of the programme. 
 
Context: India is the 4th country where this Skills Build platform has been launched on 4th Nov’19. 
 
About Skills Build Platform: 
It is a digital platform developed by IBM enabling holistic learning and aligning it with Skills India initiative by 
Government of India. 
Launched by Directorate General of Training (DGT), under the aegis of Ministry of Skill Development & 
Entrepreneurship (MSDE). 
As part of the programme, a two-year advanced diploma in IT, networking and cloud computing, co-created 
and designed by IBM, will be offered at the Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) & National Skill Training 
Institutes (NSTIs). 
 
Significance of the programme: 

• The digital platform will provide a personal assessment of the cognitive capabilities and personality via 
MyInnerGenius to the students. 

• They will then learn foundational knowledge about digital technologies, as well as professional skills 
such as resume-writing, problem solving and communication. 

• Students will also receive recommendations on role-based education for specific jobs that include 
technical and professional learning.  

• This initiative is part of IBM’s global commitment to create a job-ready workforce and to build the next 
generation of skills needed for new collar careers. 

  
Sources: pib. 
 

4. Arunachal teachers’ transfer, posting policy 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Key features and significance of the policy. 
 
Context: Arunachal has approved the Arunachal Pradesh Teachers Transfer & Posting Policy, 2020, which will 
help rationalize transfer and posting of teachers serving under the state government. 
 
For Prelims and Mains: 
Key features of the policy: 

• Under the new policy, all the government schools will be divided into three categories – hard, middle 
and soft. 
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• All new recruits will be initially given hard posting for a mandatory period of three years, including 
probationary posting, and subsequently middle posting for five years. 

• All general transfer of teachers will be made in the month of April/May through online process. 
 
Significance: 
The policy will ensure need-based distribution of teachers to protect the academic interests of the students, 
and optimize job satisfaction among the teachers in a free and transparent manner. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States 
and the performance of these schemes. 

1. Inner Line Permit (ILP) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Features of ILP system. 
For Mains: Concerns and implications of Citizenship Bill, ways to address these concerns. 
 
Context: Union Home Minister Amit Shah has assured the civil society groups that the Citizenship Bill would 
provide protection to such regions and states where the Inner Line Permit (ILP) is applicable, and autonomous 
administration has been granted under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. 
 
What’s the issue? 
The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill aims to make it easier for non-Muslim refugees from Bangladesh, Pakistan, 
and Afghanistan to obtain Indian citizenship. 

• If it is implemented with provisions for excluding from its ambit the states under the ILP regime, it 
means that beneficiaries under CAB will become Indian citizens but will not be able to settle in these 
three states. 

• As a matter of fact, the same restriction applies to existing Indian citizens. 
Now, on these lines, even Assam, Tripura and Meghalaya are demanding the implementation of ILP system. 
 
What is an ILP? 
Simply put, an Inner Line Permit is a document that allows an Indian citizen to visit or stay in a state that is 
protected under the ILP system. 
The ILP is obligatory for all those who reside outside the protected states. 

• Currently, the Inner Line Permit is operational in Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram and Nagaland. 

• It can be issued for travel purposes solely. 

• An ILP is issued by the state government concerned. 
 
Origin of ILP: 
ILP’s origin dates back to the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulations, 1873- It prohibited “British subjects” or 
Indians from entering into these protected areas. 
After Independence, in 1950, the word “British subjects” was replaced by Citizens of India and the focus of the 
ban on free movement was explained as a bid to protect tribal cultures in northeastern India. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG) 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: About PVTGs, spread in different states, issues related to their protection and statutory 
rights given to them. 
 
Context: The Union Minister of Tribal Affairs recently informed about the funds released under the PVTGs 
scheme, to the Parliament. 
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About ‘Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)’: 
PVTGs are more vulnerable among the tribal groups. 

• They have declining or stagnant population, low level of literacy, pre-agricultural level of technology and 
are economically backward. 

• They generally inhabit remote localities having poor infrastructure and administrative support. 
 
Identification: 
In 1975, the Government of India initiated to identify the most vulnerable tribal groups as a separate category 
called PVTGs and declared 52 such groups, while in 1993 an additional 23 groups were added to the category, 
making it a total of 75 PVTGs out of 705 Scheduled Tribes, spread over 18 states and one Union Territory (A&N 
Islands) in the country (2011 census). 
Among the 75 listed PVTG’s the highest number are found in Odisha (13), followed by Andhra Pradesh (12). 
 
Scheme for development of PVTGs: 
The Ministry of Tribal Affairs implements the Scheme of “Development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 
(PVTGs)” exclusively for them. 

• Under the scheme, Conservation-cum-Development (CCD)/Annual Plans are to be prepared by each 
State/UT for their PVTGs based on their need assessment, which are then appraised and approved by 
the Project Appraisal Committee of the Ministry. 

• Priority is also assigned to PVTGs under the schemes of Special Central Assistance (SCA) to Tribal Sub-
Scheme(TSS), Grants under Article 275(1) of the Constitution, Grants-in-aid to Voluntary Organisations 
working for the welfare of Schedule Tribes and Strengthening of Education among ST Girls in Low 
Literacy Districts. 

  
The criteria followed for determination of PVTGs are as under: 

1. A pre-agriculture level of technology. 
2. A stagnant or declining population. 
3. Extremely low literacy. 
4. A subsistence level of economy. 

  
Sources: Down to Earth. 
 

3. National Pension Scheme for Traders and Self Employed Persons 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features, eligibility of the scheme. 
For Mains: Need for and significance of the scheme. 
 
About the scheme: 
It is a pension scheme for the Vyaparis (shopkeepers/retail traders and self-employed persons) with annual 
turnover not exceeding Rs 1.5 crore. 

• It is a voluntary and contributory pension scheme. 

• The enrolment under the scheme is free of cost for the beneficiaries. 

• The enrolment is based upon self-certification. 

• It has a provision for minimum assured pension of Rs 3,000/- monthly on attaining the age of 60 years. 

• The Central Government shall give 50 % share of the monthly contribution and remaining 50% 
contribution shall be made by the beneficiary. 

  
Eligibility: 

1. Beneficiary is required to have an Aadhaar card and a saving bank/ Jan-dhan Account passbook only. 
2. He/ She should be within 18 to 40 years of age group. 
3. GSTIN is required only for those with turnover above Rs. 40 lakhs. 
4. The beneficiary should not be income tax payer and also not a member of EPFO/ESIC/NPS (Govt.)/PM-

SYM. 
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Significance: 
This scheme will target enrolling 25 lakh subscribers in 2019-20 and 2 crore subscribers by 2023-2024. An 
estimated 3 crore Vyaparis in the country are expected to be benefitted under the pension scheme. 
  
Sources: pib. 
 

4. Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Bill, 2019 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features. 
For Mains: Significance and the need for legislation. 
 
Context: The Union Cabinet has approved The Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019. 
It seeks to amend The Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Bill, 2007. 
 
What’s new in the bill: 

1. Definition of ‘children’ and ‘parents’, ‘maintenance’ and ‘welfare’ has been expanded. 
2. Mode of submission of application for maintenance has been enlarged. 
3. Ceiling of Rs 10,000/- as maintenance amount has been removed. 
4. Preference to dispose of applications of senior citizens, above eighty years of age, early has been 

included. 
5. Registration of Senior Citizens Care Homes/Homecare Service Agencies etc. have been included. 
6. Minimum standards for senior citizen care homes has been included in the Bill. 
7. Appointment of Nodal Police Officers for Senior Citizens in every Police Station and District level Special 

Police Unit for Senior Citizens has been included. 
8. Maintenance of Helpline for senior citizens has been included.” 

 
Elderly as a resource: 
The elderly should be seen as a blessing, not a burden. The elderly are becoming the fastest growing, but 
underutilized resource available to humanity. Rather than putting them aside, physically (and mentally), to be 
cared for separately, they should be integrated into the lives of communities where they can make a substantial 
contribution to improving social conditions. The benefits of turning the ‘problem’ of the elderly into a ‘solution’ 
for other social problems is being demonstrated in several countries. 
 
Need of the hour: 
As a signatory to Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA), India has the responsibility to 
formulate and implement public policy on population ageing. 
Issues of poverty, migration, urbanisation, ruralisation and feminisation compound the complexity of this 
emerging phenomenon. Public policy must respond to this bourgeoning need and mainstream action into 
developmental planning. 
Gender and social concerns of elderly, particularly elderly women, must be integrated at the policy level. 

• The elderly, especially women, should be represented in decision making. 

• Increasing social/widow pension and its universalisation is critical for expanding the extent and reach of 
benefits. 

• Renewed efforts should be made for raising widespread awareness and access to social security 
schemes such as National Old Age Pension and Widow Pension Scheme. Provisions in terms of special 
incentives for elderly women, disabled, widowed should also be considered. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

5. Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of RVY and about ALIMCO. 
For Mains: Significance of the programme and similar policies for the aid of old aged.  
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Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana: 
Coverage: Senior Citizens, belonging to BPL category and suffering from any of the age-related 
disability/infirmity Low vision, Hearing impairment, Loss of teeth and Locomotor disability. 
What assistance is provided? Assisted-living devices which can restore near normalcy in their bodily functions, 
overcoming the disability/infirmity manifested. They are free-of cost. 
Funding: This is a Central Sector Scheme, fully funded by the Central Government. The expenditure for 
implementation of the scheme will be met from the “Senior Citizens’ Welfare Fund “. 
 
Other key facts: 

• In case of multiple disabilities/infirmities manifested in the same person, the assistive devices will be 
given in respect of each disability/impairment. 

• Beneficiaries in each district will be identified by the State Governments/UT Administrations through a 
Committee chaired by the Deputy Commissioner/District Collector. 

• As far as possible, 30% of the beneficiaries in each district shall be women. 
 
Need for the scheme: 
With more than 70% of the 104 million elderly living in the rural hinterland, any serious initiative to improve the 
lot of senior citizens must incorporate adequate budgetary support for social welfare spending on the relevant 
programmes. 

• With the number of the elderly in India set to surge by 2050 to almost 300 million, or about a fifth of the 
population, governments need to make more comprehensive efforts to address the problems of elderly. 

 
Sources: pib. 
 

6. Social Security code 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Features of the code. 
For Mains: need for and significance of the code. 
 
Context: Labour Minister has introduced the Code on Social Security, 2019, in the Lok Sabha. 
 
Objectives: 

• To amalgamate a clutch of existing laws and proposes several new initiatives including universal social 
security for unorganized sector workers and, insurance and health benefits for gig workers. 

• To Corporatize of existing organizations like EPFO and ESIC headed by people other than the labour 
minister. 

 
Key features of the code: 

1. The Code will merge eight exiting labour laws includingEmployees’ Compensation Act, 1923; 
Employees‘ State Insurance Act, 1948, Employees‘ Provident Funds and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 
1952; Maternity Benefit Act, 1961. 

2. The bill seeks to establish a social security fund and tap the corporate social responsibility fund to offer 
unorganized sector workers medical, pension, death and disability benefits via the employee’s state 
insurance corporation. 

3. Exemption: It will empower the central government to exempt select establishments from all or any of 
the provisions of the code and makes Aadhaar mandatory for availing benefits under various social 
security schemes. 

4. It proposes to offer gratuity to fixed term employees after one year of service on a pro-rata basis as 
against the current practice of five years. 

5. Insurance, PF, life cover for unorganized sector employees: Central Government shall formulate and 
notify, from time to time, suitable welfare schemes for unorganised workers on matter relating to life 
and disability cover; health and maternity benefits; old age protection; and any other benefit as may be 
determined by the central government. 
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Sources: the Hindu. 
 

7. Accessible India Campaign  
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Key features, need for and significance of the scheme. 
 
Context: The deadline for the government’s Accessible India Campaign (AIC) has been extended to March 2020 
due to slow progress. 
 
About Accessible India Campaign: 
What is it? Accessible India Campaign (AIC) is the nationwide flagship campaign of the Department of 
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD), Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 
Aim: The aim of the Campaign is to make a barrier free and conducive environment for Divyangjans all over the 
country. The campaign has the vision to build an inclusive society in which equal opportunities are provided for 
the growth and development of Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) so that they can lead productive, safe and 
dignified lives. 
Implementation: For creating universal accessibility for Persons with Disabilities, the campaign has been divided 
into three verticals: Built Environment; Transport and Information & Communication Technology (ICT) 
ecosystem. 
  
Old Targets: 

1. Making 50% of all the government buildings of NCT and all the State capitals fully accessible by 
December 2018. 

2. Completing accessibility audit of 50% of government buildings and making them fully accessible in 10 
most important cities/towns of States by December 2019. 

3. Ensuring that 50% of railway stations in the country are converted into fully accessible railway stations 
by March 2018. 

4. Ensuring that 25% of Government owned public transport carriers in the country are converted into fully 
accessible carriers by March 2018. 

5. Conducting accessibility audit of 50% of all government (both Central and State Governments) websites 
and converting them into fully accessible websites by March 2017. 

 
Facts for Prelims: 
Accessible India Campaign is in line with the Article 9 of UNCRPD (UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities) to which India is a signatory since 2007. 
  
Sources: pib. 
 

8. Breast Milk Banks 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What are Breast Milk Banks? 
For Mains: Need for significance. 
 
For Prelims: 
What are Breast Milk Banks? 
They are known as Comprehensive Lactation Management Centres (CLMC) and Lactation Management Unit 
(LMU), depending on the level of health facilities where these units are established. 
Established under “National Guidelines on Establishment of Lactation Management Centres in Public Health 
Facilities” by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 
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Value addition for Mains: 
Need for Milk Banks: 
It is universally accepted that breast milk is the 
optimum exclusive source of nutrition for the 
first six months of life, and may remain part of 
the healthy infant diet for the first two years 
of life and beyond. 

• Unicef India mentions mothers, both 
in high- and low-income countries, 
face challenges such as poor 
healthcare and nutrition. Sometimes, 
families end up giving babies honey or 
sugared water as their first oral feed, 
referred to as prelacteal feed. 

• Milk banks have a dedicated set of 
counsellors to answer such queries 
about lactation management and 
convince new mothers about the 
benefits of donating milk. 

 
Initiatives by India: 
MAA - "Mothers Absolute Affection": A 
nationwide programme of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare to promote breastfeeding. 
Vatsalya – Maatri Amrit Kosh: Established in collaboration with the Norwegian government. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

9. Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Key Highlights of the PMMVY, funding and beneficiaries, challenges present and ways 
to address them. 
 
Context: Concerns have been expressed over the implementation of the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana 
Yojana (PMMVY). 
 
What are the issues? 

1. Three years after it was first announced, the chorus on its many exclusions is growing louder leading to 
a demand for a scheme that is truly universal. 

2. Besides, lengthy documentation work is seen as a deterrent to illiterate sections. 
3. Women have to pay a hefty bribe during the application process. 

 
For Prelims: 
About PMMVY: 
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) is a maternity benefit rechristened from erstwhile Indira 
Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana (IGMSY). The IGMSY was launched in 2010. 

• The scheme is a conditional cash transfer scheme for pregnant and lactating women. 

• It provides a partial wage compensation to women for wage-loss during childbirth and childcare and to 
provide conditions for safe delivery and good nutrition and feeding practices. 

• They receive a cash benefit of Rs. 5,000 in three installments on fulfilling the respective conditionality, 
viz. early registration of pregnancy, ante-natal check-up and registration of the birth of the child and 
completion of first cycle of vaccination for the first living child of the family. 

• The eligible beneficiaries also receive cash incentive under Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY). Thus, on an 
average, a woman gets Rs. 6,000. 
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Exceptions: The maternity benefits are available to all Pregnant Women & Lactating Mothers (PW&LM) except 
those in regular employment with the Central Government or State Government or Public Sector Undertaking or 
those who are in receipt of similar benefits under any law for the time being in force. 
Funding: The scheme is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme under which cost sharing ratio between the Centre and 
the States & UTs with Legislature is 60:40 while for North-Eastern States & three Himalayan States; it is 90:10. It 
is 100% Central assistance for Union Territories without Legislature. 
 
Value addition for Mains: 
Need for special attention: 
Under-nutrition continues to adversely affect majority of women in India. In India, every third woman is 
undernourished and every second woman is 
anaemic. 
An undernourished mother almost inevitably 
gives birth to a low birth weight baby. When 
poor nutrition starts in-utero, it extends 
throughout the life cycle since the changes are 
largely irreversible. 
Owing to economic and social distress many 
women continue to work to earn a living for their 
family right up to the last days of their pregnancy. 
They resume working soon after childbirth, even 
though their bodies might not permit it, thus 
preventing their bodies from fully recovering on 
one hand, and also impeding their ability to 
exclusively breastfeed their young infant in the 
first six months. 
 
Performance of the scheme: 
Key concerns: 

1. The scheme has failed to reach at least 
49% of all mothers who would have delivered their first child (an estimated total of 123 lakh for 2017 
according to the researchers). 

2. Given the stipulated conditions, the scheme brings under its ambit 23% of all births and pays full 
benefits to a mere 14% of all births, which was at 270.5 lakh for 2017. 

3. Only 66% of pregnant women and 69% of nursing women knew about the scheme. Only 8% of pregnant 
women and 23% of nursing mothers received some benefits. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

10. Odisha- JAGA mission 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of the mission, about Jaga mission. 
For Mains: Significance and the need for the mission. 
 
Context: Odisha has won the 'World Habitat Award', global recognition for its ambitious initiative -- Jaga 
Mission. 
Recently, this project was also awarded the 'India Geospatial Excellence Award' for technological innovation in 
transforming the lives of urban poor. 
 
For Prelims: 
About Jaga mission: 
What is it? Odisha Liveable Habitat Mission "JAGA" is a society under Housing & Urban Development 
Department, Government of Odisha. 
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Composition: Headed by the Chief Secretary, Odisha 
as Chairman and Principal Secretary, H&UD as 
Member Secretary. 
Aims: 

1. Transform the slums into liveable habitat 
with all necessary civic infrastructure and 
services at par with the better off areas 
within the same urban local body (ULB). 

2. Continuously improve the standard of the 
infrastructure and services and access to 
livelihood opportunities. 

3. Leverage and converge various schemes/ 
programs/ funding opportunities by 
strengthening collaboration among various 
Departments and other Stakeholders. 

4. Provide advisory support to Government of 
Odisha to examine options for policy 
reforms required for the sustainable 
transformation of lives of urban poor. 

 
What is World Habitat Award? 
This award is given by World Habitat, a UK-based organization, in partnership with United Nation (UN)-Habitat, 
every year, in recognition of innovative, outstanding, and revolutionary ideas, projects, and programmes from 
across the world. 
 
Value addition for Mains: 
Why land rights for slums matter? 
More often than not, slums are seen as encroachments and slum dwellers, even if they stay in slums for 
decades, are not provided with any legal rights over the land. This illegality further condemns slums — which are 
an urban reality in Indian cities — to unsanitary conditions. Formal recognition of land rights allows for cleaner 
cities and better living conditions for slum dwellers. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

11. Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: PMU- key features. 
For Mains: PMUY- objectives, features, significance and measures needed to sustain the momentum. 
 
Context: CAG report raises concerns about Ujjwala scheme. 
 
Concerns raised: 

1. There is the issue of low consumption, diversions and considerable delays in supply of cylinders. 
2. Encouraging the sustained usage of LPG remains a big challenge as the annual average refill 

consumption of 1.93 crore PMUY consumers (who have completed more than one year as on 31 March 
2018) was only 3.66 refills as worked out by audit. 

3. Similar analysis for 3.18 crore PMUY beneficiaries as on 31 December 2018 revealed that refill 
consumption declined to 3.21 refills per annum. 

4. There are also deficiencies such as the issuance of connections to unintended beneficiaries, and 
problems with the software of the state-run oil marketing companies for identifying intended 
beneficiaries and inadequacies in the de-duplication process. 

 
Recommendations made by CAG: 

1. Thee should be scrutiny of the entire LPG database to identify and restrict anomalies. 
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2. Aadhaar numbers of all adult family members of existing as well as new beneficiaries should be entered 
to make de-duplication effective. 

3. Appropriate measures in distributors’ software should be put in place to restrict issuance to ineligible 
beneficiaries. 

 
For Prelims: 
Key features of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana: 
Aim: To provide LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) connections to poor households. 
Key features: A deposit-free LPG connection is given to eligible with financial assistance of Rs 1,600 per 
connection by the Centre. 
The scheme gained traction with its ambit being expanded to include 80 million poor families from the earlier 
target of 50 million families with an additional allocation of Rs4,800 crore. 
 
Eligibility criteria: 

• Applicant must a woman above the age of 18 and a citizen of India. 

• Applicant should belong to a BPL (Below Poverty Line) household. 

• No one in the applicant’s household should own an LPG connection. 

• The household income of the family, per month, must not exceed a certain limit as defined by the 
government of the Union Territories and State Government. 

• The name of the applicant must be in the list of SECC-2011 data and should match with the information 
available in the BPL database that Oil Marketing Companies have. 

• Applicant must not be a recipient of other similar schemes provided by the government. 
 
Value addition for Mains:  
Objectives of the scheme are: 

1. Empowering women and protecting their health. 
2. Reducing the serious health hazards associated with cooking based on fossil fuel. 
3. Reducing the number of deaths in India due to unclean cooking fuel. 
4. Preventing young children from significant number of acute respiratory illnesses caused due to indoor 

air pollution by burning the fossil fuel. 
 
What makes LPG adoption necessary? 
To reduce household air pollution: 

• A large section of Indians, especially women and girls, are exposed to severe household air pollution 
(HAP) from the use of solid fuels such as biomass, dung cakes and coal for cooking.  

• A report from the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare places HAP as the second leading risk factor 
contributing to India’s disease burden. 

A health threat: 
According to the World Health Organization, solid fuel use is responsible for about 13% of all mortality and 
morbidity in India (measured as Disability-Adjusted Life Years), and causes about 40% of all pulmonary disorders, 
nearly 30% of cataract incidences, and over 20% each of ischemic heart disease, lung cancer and lower 
respiratory infection. 
 
How can the scheme be made more effective? 
The real test of the PMUY and its successor programmes will be in how they translate the provision of 
connections to sustained use of LPG or other clean fuels such as electricity or biogas. 
Truly smokeless kitchens can be realized only if the government follows up with measures that go beyond 
connections to actual usage of LPG. This may require concerted efforts cutting across Ministries beyond 
petroleum and natural gas and including those of health, rural development and women and child welfare. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

12. Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandan Yojana (PMVVY) 
What to study? 
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For Prelims: PMVVY- key features. 
For Mains: Significance of PMVVY. 
 
Context: Centre has made Aadhaar (the unique 12-digit biometric identity number) mandatory for subscribers of 
Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY). 
In cases where scheme beneficiaries Aadhaar authentication fails due to poor biometrics- the Department of 
Financial Services (under Finance Ministry) through its implementing agency will make provisions to help 
beneficiaries get Aadhaar number. 
 
About PMVVY: 
It is a Pension Scheme exclusively for the senior citizens aged 60 years and above. 
The Scheme can be purchased offline as well as online through Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) of India which 
has been given the sole privilege to operate this Scheme. 
  
Key features of the scheme: 

1. Scheme provides an assured return of 8% 
p.a. payable monthly (equivalent to 8.30% 
p.a. effective) for 10 years. 

2. Pension is payable at the end of each period, 
during the policy term of 10 years, as per the 
frequency of monthly/ quarterly/ half-yearly/ 
yearly as chosen by the pensioner at the time 
of purchase. 

3. The scheme is exempted from Service Tax/ 
GST. 

4. On survival of the pensioner to the end of the 
policy term of 10 years, Purchase price along 
with final pension installment shall be 
payable. 

5. Loan upto 75% of Purchase Price shall be allowed after 3 policy years (to meet the liquidity needs). Loan 
interest shall be recovered from the pension installments and loan to be recovered from claim proceeds. 

6. The scheme also allows for premature exit for the treatment of any critical/ terminal illness of self or 
spouse. On such premature exit, 98% of the Purchase Price shall be refunded. 

7. On death of the pensioner during the policy term of 10 years, the Purchase Price shall be paid to the 
beneficiary. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 

Topics: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to 
Health, Education, Human Resources. 

1. Bill banning e-cigarettes passed 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Key provisions, e-cigarettes- concerns, effects on health, need for regulation, 
challenges associated and measures needed. 
 
Context: Parliament has passed the Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes (Production, Manufacture, Import, 
Export, Transport, Sale, Distribution, Storage and Advertisement) Bill, 2019. 
 
Provisions of the bill: 

1. The Bill categorizes production, manufacture, import, export, transport, sale, distribution, storage, and 
advertisement of e-cigarettes and similar devices as cognizable offences. 

2. The bill stipulates that persons found in violation of the law for the first time will face a jail term of up to 
one year or a fine of up to one lakh rupees, or both. For subsequent offences, a jail term of up to three 
years and fine upto Rs 5 lakh. 
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3. It further punishes storage of e-cigarettes with imprisonment up to six months or a fine of up to Rs 
50,000, or both. Once the Bill comes into force, the owners of existing stocks of e-cigarettes will have to 
declare and deposit these stocks at the nearest office of an authorized officer. 

 
What are Electronic-cigarettes? 
Battery-operated devices that produce aerosol by heating a solution containing nicotine, which is the addictive 
substance in combustible cigarettes. 
These include all forms of Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems, Heat Not Burn Products, e-Hookah and the like 
devices. 
  
Why prohibit? 

1. Their use has increased exponentially and has acquired epidemic proportions in developed countries, 
especially among youth and children. 

2. Apart from nicotine, e-cigarettes may also be used for delivery of other psychoactive substances. 
3. Widespread use and unchecked proliferation of e-cigarettes and the like devices would seriously 

undermine and derail Government’s efforts to reduce the prevalence of tobacco use. 
  
Significance of the decision: 

• The decision to prohibit e-cigarettes will help protect population, especially the youth and children, from 
the risk of addiction through E-cigarettes. 

• Enforcement of the Ordinance will complement government’s efforts for tobacco control and will help in 
reduction of tobacco use and reduction in associated economic and disease burden. 

• The WHO has also urged member countries to take appropriate steps including prohibiting these 
products. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. Rotavirus 
What to study?  
For prelims and mains: Rotavirus- symptoms, transmission and 
vaccines. 
 
Context: Vice- President has launched the new rotavirus vaccine 
– ROTAVAC5D. 
The vaccine has been designed and developed by Bharat Biotech. 
 
About Rotavirus: 
It is a genus of double-stranded RNA virus in the Reoviridae 
family. 
Rotavirus is a leading cause of severe diarrhoea and death 
among children less than five years of age. 
It is responsible for around 10% of total child mortality every 
year. 
  
Rotavirus-Signs and Symptoms: 

1. Kids with a rotavirus infection have fever, nausea, and 
vomiting, often followed by abdominal cramps and 
frequent, watery diarrhea. 

2. Kids may also have a cough and runny nose. 
3. Sometimes the diarrhea that accompanies a rotavirus 

infection is so severe that it can quickly lead to 
dehydration. 

4. As with all viruses, though, some rotavirus infections 
cause few or no symptoms, especially in adults. 
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Transmission: 
Rotavirus is transmitted by the faecal-oral route, via contact with contaminated hands, surfaces and objects, and 
possibly by the respiratory route. Viral diarrhea is highly contagious. 
  
Background: 
Out of all the causes of diarrhoea, rotavirus is a leading cause of diarrhoea in children less than 5 years of 
age. Rotavirus diarrhoea presents in similar manner like any other diarrhoea but can mainly be prevented 
through rotavirus vaccination. Other diarrhoea can be prevented through general measures like good hygiene, 
frequent hand washing, safe water and safe food consumption, exclusive breastfeeding and vitamin A 
supplementation. 
 
Sources: pib.  
 

3. Human Development Index 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key findings, about HDI. 
For Mains: Challenges, concerns and ways to address them. 
 
Context: UNDP has released the annual HDI 2019 report. 

• The focus of the 2019 Report is on ‘Inequality in Human Development’. 
 
India’s position: 

• India’s rank- 129. Last year’s rank- 130. 

• Despite lifting 271 million people out of poverty between 2005-15, India still remains home to 28% (364 
million) of the world’s poor. 

• Between 1990 and 2018, India’s HDI value increased by 50 per cent (from 0.431 to 0.647), which places 
it above the average for countries in the medium human development group (0.634) and above the 
average for other South Asian countries (0.642). 

• This means that in the last three decades, life expectancy at birth in India increased by 11.6 years, 
whereas the average number of schooling years increased by 3.5 years. Per capita incomes increased 
250 times. 

• India is only marginally better than the South Asian average on the Gender Development Index (0.829 vs 
0.828), and 
ranks at a low 
122 (of 162) 
countries on 
the 2018 
Gender 
Inequality 
Index. 

 
India’s neighbours: 
Sri Lanka (71) and China (85), 
Bhutan (134), Bangladesh (135), Myanmar (145), Nepal (147), Pakistan (152) and Afghanistan (170). 
 
Global scenario: 

• Norway, Switzerland, Ireland occupied the top three positions in that order. 

• Globally, there are 1.3 billion poor people. 

• Around 661 million of these poor people live in Asia and the Pacific. 

• South Asia constitutes 41% of the world’s poor. 
 
Changing nature of inequality: 
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• As the number of people coming out of poverty is increasing, the world is veering towards another type 
of poverty. 

• The old inequalities were based on access to health services and education whereas the next generation 
of poverty is based on technology, education and climate. 

 
What is HDI? 
Published by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), it is a statistical tool used to measure a 
country's overall achievement in its social and economic dimensions. The social and economic dimensions of a 
country are based on the health of people, their level of education attainment and their standard of living. 
It is part of the Human Development Report.  
The other indices that form the part of the 2019 Report are: 

1. Inequality-adjusted Human Development Index (IHDI), 
2. Gender Development Index (GDI), 
3. Gender Inequality Index (GII) and 
4. Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI). 

 
HDI measures average achievement of a country in three basic dimensions of human development: 

1. A long and healthy life. 
2. Access to knowledge. 
3. A decent standard of living. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

4. Data on Extent and Pattern of Substance Use 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: The problem of drug and substance abuse in the country- concerns, challenges and 
need for a robust policy. 
 
Context: The National Crime Record Bureau under the Ministry of Home Affairs has informed that a total 
number of 874, 750 and 778 people have died during 2014, 2015 and 2016 respectively due to drug overdose in 
the country. 
 
Background: 
The national survey was conducted to generate estimates for eight categories of psychoactive substances: 
Alcohol, Cannabis, Opioids, Cocaine, Amphetamine Type Stimulants (ATS), Sedatives, Inhalants and 
Hallucinogens. 
 
Extant of Drug and substance abuse in India- survey findings: 

• India is home to six crore alcohol addicts, more than the population of 172 world nations including Italy. 

• Alcoholism is a condition that requires medical attention, but unfortunately only less than 3% of the 
people with drinking problem get any treatment. 

• Addictions: More than 3.1 crore Indians (2.8%) have reported using cannabis products, Bhang, Ganja, 
Charas, Heroin and Opium, in last one year. Unfortunately only one in 20 drug addicts gets treatment at 
a hospital. 

• Country liquor accounts for 30% of the total liquor consumption, and Indian made foreign liquor also 
account for the same amount. 

• In Punjab and Sikkim, the prevalence of cannabis use disorders is considerably higher (more than thrice) 
than the national average. 

• At the national level, Heroin is most commonly used substance followed by pharmaceutical opioids, 
followed by opium (Afeem). 

• Less than 1% or nearly 1.18 crore people use sedatives, non medical or non prescription use. However, 
what is more worrying that its prevalence is high among children and adolescents. This problem of 
addiction of children is more prevalent in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Delhi and 
Haryana. 
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What has the government done in this regard? 

1. It constituted Narco-Coordination Centre (NCORD) in November, 2016 and revived the scheme of 
“Financial Assistance to States for Narcotics Control”. 

2. In 2017, the government approved new Reward Guidelines with increased quantum of reward for 
interdiction or seizure of different illicit drugs. 

3. For effective coordination with foreign countries, India has signed 37 Bilateral 
Agreements/Memoranda of Understanding. 

4. Narcotics Control Bureau has been provided funds for developing a new software i.e. Seizure 
Information Management System (SIMS) which will create a complete online database of drug offences 
and offenders. 

5. The government has constituted a fund called “National Fund for Control of Drug Abuse” to meet the 
expenditure incurred in connection with combating illicit traffic in Narcotic Drugs; rehabilitating addicts, 
and educating public against drug abuse, etc. 

6. The government is also conducting National Drug Abuse Survey to measure trends of drug abuse in 
India through Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment with the help of National Drug Dependence 
Treatment Centre of AIIMS. 

7. The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has drafted National Action Plan for Drug Demand 
Reduction (2018-2023) for addressing the problem of drug and substance abuse in the country, dumping 
a long-pending draft policy on the matter. 

 
Sources: pib. 
 

5. India Skills Report  
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key findings, top performers. 
For Mains: Significance of the report. 
 
Context: India Skills Report 2019-20 has been released. 
 
For Prelims: 
What is India Skills Report? 
It is a joint initiative by PeopleStrong, a Global Talent Assessment Company, in collaboration with 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) along with partners like UNDP, AICTE, and AIU. 
The report also consists of an in-depth study of employability amongst the fresh candidates joining the 
workforce. 
 
Key findings: 

1. About 46.21 per cent students were found employable or ready to take up jobs in 2019, compared with 
33 per cent in 2014, and 47.38 per cent in 2018. 

2. Female employability witnessed an upward trend at 47 per cent this year from 38 per cent in 2017 and 
46 per cent in 2018. 

3. Most employable candidates as per the courses were MBA Students at 54 per cent as against 40 per 
cent in the last two years. 

4. A decline in employability was seen in BTech, Engineering. MCA graduates, Technical & Computer-
related courses. 

 
Performance of states: 
Top three states in terms of employability: Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh. 
Top two employable cities: Mumbai and Hyderabad. 
States that registered a dip in ranking were West Bengal and Haryana, which could not make it to the top ten 
list.  
 
Value addition for Mains: 
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Way ahead for India: 
Availability of employable talent has improved over the past six years. 
Prime Minister Modi’s vision of India becoming a $5 trillion economy requires increasing the per-capita income 
of Indians which can happen only when people get employment, which consequently demands the skills and 
useful talent. 
To achieve that, along with the universities and colleges in India, various emerging start-ups are already using 
innovative technologies to facilitate skill up-gradation, job creation, internships and workforce management on 
their platforms. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

6. Recommended Dietary Allowance (RDA) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What is RDA? 
For Mains: Concerns over fast 
foods and measures needed. 
 
Context: A laboratory analysis of 
most packaged and fast food items 
sold in India has revealed high salt 
and fat content, in violation of 
thresholds set by the Food Safety 
and Standards Authority of India 
(FSSAI). 
The study was conducted by the 
Centre for Science and 
Environment (CSE). 
The study found that much of 
Recommended Dietary Allowance 
(RDA) is used (or exhausted) by 
eating these foods. 
The results show that in almost all 
the food CSE tested, companies 
have underreported the amount 
of transfats in their products. 
 
For Prelims: 
What is Recommended Dietary Allowance (RDA)? 
It is used to understand how much of any nutrient (salt, sugar, fat) should be consumed from different meals. 
Most packaged foods fall in the ‘snack’ category and the RDA of this food is, therefore, a proportion of daily 
intake. 
 
It is influenced by: 
Sex – In general requirement is more for men than women.  
Age- Adult men and women require nutrients for maintenance where as infants and children require it for 
growth and maintenance. Nutrient requirements during childhood are proportional to growth rate. 
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Body weight: Among adults requirements 
are related to body weight and size. 
Physiological states- During menstruation, 
pregnancy and lactation women require 
some nutrients more than the normal 
times. 
Requirements of sports persons and 
athletes who perform high levels of 
extreme activity are high some times 2-3 
times the normal times. 
Physical activity- Sedentary person needs 
much less nutrients than a moderate to 
severely active person. 
Environment- Extremes of climate or high 
altitude alters the need for certain 
nutrients. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

7. Future Skills 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Key features and significance of the programme. 
 
Context: Wipro has partnered with NASSCOM (National Association of Software and Services Companies) to 
launch a skilling platform called ‘Future Skills’ for 10,000 students from over 20 engineering colleges in India. 
 
Key facts: 

• This is a part of Wipro’s Corporate Social Responsibility programme, TalentNext. 

• TalentNext aims to enhance the quality of engineering education by preparing faculty and academic 
leaders to train students. 

• The programme has now been extended to students directly through Future Skills. 
 
What is Future Skills? 
It is a new age platform built to bridge the industry-academia skill gap and help students keep pace with the 
emerging technologies -- artificial intelligence, big data, cloud computing, cybersecurity and internet of things 
(IoT) – to make them future-ready. 
 
Significance: 
The platform enables learning the skills required in emerging technologies. More importantly, it helps individuals 
develop an aptitude for learning. 
 
Need for: 
As a host of emerging technologies change the future of work, a massive disruption is facing the IT-ITES industry 
today. Of the 4.5 m people employed in the industry today, 1.5 -2 m are expected to require reskilling in the next 
4-5 years. A decoupling of revenue and headcount growth is visible even today and employers and employees 
need to adapt themselves to the changing job environment of technological shifts and changing stakeholder 
expectations. The problem is too large to be handled alone. It needs a collaborative industry level response. 
With NASSCOM as the enabler, IT-ITeS Industry has stepped up to the challenge with the FutureSkills Initiative 
– a truly industry driven learning ecosystem. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

8. National Population Register (NPR) 
What to study? 
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For prelims and mains: NPR- features, composition and uses. 
 
Context: Following the footsteps of West Bengal, the Kerala Government has decided to put on hold all 
proceedings for updating the National Population Register (NPR). 
 
Why? 
Because of the apprehensions among the general public about the conduct of NPR related activities would 
lead to national register of citizens (NRC) in the wake of citizenship amendment act 2019. 
 
What is National Population Register (NPR)? 
It is a Register of usual residents of the country. 
It is being prepared at the local (Village/sub-Town), sub-District, District, State and National level under 
provisions of the Citizenship Act 1955 and the Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and issue of National 
Identity Cards) Rules, 2003. 
It is mandatory for every usual resident of India to register in the NPR. 
Objectives: To create a comprehensive identity database of every usual resident in the country. 
  
Who is a usual resident? 
A usual resident is defined for the purposes of NPR as a person who has resided in a local area for the past 6 
months or more or a person who intends to reside in that area for the next 6 months or more. 
  
Components: 

1. The NPR database would contain demographic as well as biometric details. 
2. As per the provisions of the NPR, a resident identity card (RIC) will be issued to individuals over the age 

of 18. 
3. This will be a chip-embedded smart card containing the demographic and biometric attributes of each 

individual. 
4. The UID number will also be printed on the card. 

  
What is the controversy around it? 

1. Comes in the backdrop of the NRC excluding lakhs of people in Assam. 
2. It intends to collect a much larger amount of personal data on residents of India. 
3. There is yet no clarity on the mechanism for protection of this vast amount of data. 

  
Why does the government want so much data? 

1. Every country must have a comprehensive identity database of its residents with relevant demographic 
details. It will help the government formulate its policies better and also aid national security. 

2. It will ease the life of those residing in India by cutting red tape. Not only will it help target government 
beneficiaries in a better way, but also further cut down paperwork and red tape in a similar manner that 
Aadhaar has done. 

3. With NPR data, residents will not have to furnish various proofs of age, address and other details in 
official work. 

4. It would also eliminate duplication in voter lists, government insists. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

9. Mental disorders high in South India 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key findings. 
For Mains: Concerns and challenges, ways to address them. 
 
Context: Highlights of the study titled ‘burden of mental disorders across the States of India: Global Burden of 
Disease Study 1990-2017’. 
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It has been conducted by Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and Public Health Foundation of India 
(PHFI). 
 
Key findings: 

1. Mental disorders of various kinds are adversely affecting a large population of Indians, especially in 
South Indian States. 

2. One in every seven Indians were affected by mental disorders of varying severity in 2017. 
3. Back in 2017, there were 19.73 crore people with mental disorders, which comprises of 14.3 per cent of 

the total population of the country. 
4. The proportional contribution of mental disorders to the total disease burden in India has almost 

doubled from 1990 to 2017. 
5. Prevalence of depressive disorders was highest in Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Goa and Telangana in 

the high Socio- demographic index (SDI) State group and Andhra Pradesh in the middle SDI State group. 
 
Why depression and anxiety high in South India? 
The higher prevalence of depressive and anxiety disorders in southern States could be related to the higher 
levels of modernisation and urbanisation in these States and to many other factors that are not yet well 
understood. 
The study found positive relationship between depression and suicide death rates at the State level, with suicide 
death rates also being higher in the southern States than in the northern ones. 
 
What other mental health disorders? 
Other notable mental health disorders 
in South Indian States were 
schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, 
idiopathic developmental intellectual 
disability (IDID), conduct disorder, 
autism spectrum disorders, eating 
disorders and attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorders (ADHD). 
 
North-South Divide: 
Interestingly, mental health issues 
that manifest among adults were 
generally higher in the more 
developed Southern Indian States 
than in less developed Northern 
Indian States. Prevalence of mental 
disorders with onset of predominantly 
in childhood and adolescence was 
generally higher in the less developed 
Northern States than in developed 
Southern States. 
 
Lessons from the study: 
There is poor coverage of mental 
health services, lack of awareness, and the stigma attached to mental disorders in the Country. There is a need 
to invest heavily in mental health services to facilitate prevention where possible and to provide affordable 
treatment, care, and rehabilitation, as well as to attempt integration of mental and physical health services. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

10. Sustainable Development Goal Index 
What to study? 
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For Prelims: About SDGs and key findings of the latest index. 
For Mains: Concerns present, challenges and ways to address them. 
 
Context: NITI Aayog has released the 2019 SDG India Index. 
The index evaluates progress of States and Union Territories on social, economic and environmental 
parameters. 
 
Key facts: 

• The SDG India Index, launched last year by Niti Aayog 
with the help of United Nations, took into account 16 out 
of 17 goals specified by the United Nations as SDGs . 

• The Index this year ranked states based on 54 targets 
spread over 100 indicators out of 306 outlined by the UN. 

• The first report, which was launched in 2018 had 13 goals 
and 39 indicators. 

• The year 2020 will be the fifth anniversary of the 
adoption of SDGs by 193 countries at the UN General 
Assembly. 

• The SDGs, constituted through an unprecedented consultative process, have 17 goals and 169 related 
targets to be achieved by 2030. 

 
Performance of various states: 

1. Kerala retained the top rank with a score of 70. 
2. Himachal Pradesh took the second spot while Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Telangana shared the 

third spot. 
3. Chandigarh maintained its top spot among the UTs with a score of 70. 
4. Relative performance: Uttar Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim have shown maximum improvement, but 

states like Gujarat have not shown any progress vis-a-vis 2018 rankings. 
5. Bihar, Jharkhand and Arunachal Pradesh are the worst performing states. 
6. Only three states were placed in the category of Front Runners (with a score in the range 65-99, 

including both) in 2018 - Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu. In 2019, five more states joined 
this league - Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, Sikkim and Goa, taking the total tally to eight. 

7. With regard to poverty reduction, states which have done well include Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Andhra 
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Sikkim. 

8. On 'zero hunger' parameters, Goa, Mizoram, Kerala, Nagaland and Manipur were the front runners. 
 
Overall India’s performance: 

1. India's composite score improved from 57 in 2018 to 60 in 2019 with major success in water and 
sanitation, industry and innovation. 

2. However, nutrition and gender continue to be problem areas for India, requiring more focussed 
approach from the government. 

3. While three out of five states in the top spots perform equal to or better than the country average on 12 
goals, the other two states do the same on 11 goals. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance 
applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & 
accountability and institutional and other measures. 

1. Independent Directors Databank 
What to study? 
For Prelims: About the Databank and who is an independent director? 
For Mains: Need for and significance of the databank. 
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Context: Ministry of Corporate Affairs has launched the Independent Directors Databank in accordance with 
the provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 and the rules made thereunder. 
 
What is Independent directors databank? 
Developed and maintained by the Indian Institute for Corporate Affairs (IICA) under Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs. 
 
Applications: 

• Provides for a wide array of e-learning courses on various topics including the Companies 
Act, Securities laws, basic accountancy, board practices, board ethics and board effectiveness. 

• Provides an easy to access navigation platform for the registration of existing Independent Directors as 
well as individuals aspiring to become independent directors. 

• Companies can register themselves with the databank to search, select and connect with individuals 
aspiring to be Independent Directors. 

 
Who is an independent director? 
An Independent Director is a director on a board of directors representing minority shareholders and who does 
not have a pecuniary relationship with the company or related persons, except for sitting fees. 
Their role is to take a stand unambiguously and independently to have a check and balance on the exuberance 
of majority shareholders that may expose the company to unwarranted risks. 
The Companies Act, 2013 has mandated all listed public companies to have at least one-third of the total 
Directors to be independent. 
 
Need for strengthening their role: 
They must not assume a passive role. Their Strict accountability and eligibility will curb promoters placing their 
own ineligible candidates and family members on the listed company boards. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. Section 144 CrPC 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What is Section 144? Who and why it is imposed? Implications? 
For Mains: Concerns, challenges and ways to address them. 
 
Context: “Section 144 CrPC” was recently widely invoked by police forces across the country in order to contain 
the massive public protests against the recently passed Citizenship Amendment Act. 
 
For Prelims: 
What is Section 144? 
It gives power to a District Magistrate, a sub- divisional Magistrate or any other Executive Magistrate on 
behalf of the State Government to issue an order to an individual or the general public in a particular place or 
area to "abstain from a certain act" or "to take certain order with respect to certain property in his possession 
or under his management". 

• This order can be passed against a particular individual or general public. The order can be passed even 
ex-parte. 

• As held by the Supreme Court, mere apprehension of danger is not a sufficient ground to curb citizens' 
rights by invoking Section 144 CrPC. 

 
Implications: 

1. Section 144 restricts carrying any sort of weapon in that area where it has been imposed and people 
can be detained for violating it. The maximum punishment for such an act is three years. 

2. According to the order under this section, there shall be no movement of public and all educational 
institutions shall also remain closed and there will be a complete bar on holding any kind of public 
meetings or rallies during the period of operation of this order. 
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3. Section 144 also empowers the authorities to block the internet access. 
 
Duration of Section 144 order: 
No order under Section 144 shall remain in force for more than two months but the state government can 
extent the validity for two months and maximum up to six months. It can be withdrawn at any point of time if 
situation becomes normal. 
 
As per the Section, the order can be passed only "if such Magistrate considers", that the direction is likely to 
prevent: 

1. obstruction, annoyance or injury to any person lawfully employed. 
2. danger to human life, health or safety. 
3. disturbance of the public tranquility, or a riot or affray. 

 
Value addition for Mains: 
Test of Proportionality and the Supreme Court guidelines: 
The orders under this provision will lead to the infringement of fundamental rights to freedom of speech and 
expression, assembly and movement guaranteed under Articles 19(1)(a),(b) and (c) of the Constitution. Hence, 
the orders under Section 144 have to meet the test of "reasonable restrictions" as per Article 19. 
To ascertain whether a restriction on liberties guaranteed under Article 19 is reasonable or not, the Supreme 
Court has developed the "test of proportionality". 
In the Constitution Bench decision in Modern Dental College case (2016), the SC held that a law imposing 
restrictions will be treated as proportional if : 

1. It is meant to achieve a proper purpose, and  
2. If the measures taken to achieve such a purpose are rationally connected to the purpose, and  
3. If such measures are necessary. 

 
Four-fold test to determine proportionality: 
In Puttaswamy case (2017), the SC laid down a four-fold test to determine proportionality:  

1. A measure restricting a right must have a legitimate goal (legitimate goal stage).  
2. It must be a suitable means of furthering this goal (suitability or rationale connection stage). 
3. There must not be any less restrictive but equally effective alternative (necessity stage).  
4. The measure must not have a disproportionate impact on the right holder (balancing stage). 

 
So, the legality of the orders passed under Section 144 CrPC will be tested on the basis of these principles of 
'reasonableness' and 'proportionality'. 
 
Concerns over its misuse: 
Contradictory approach of Article 19 (1) (b) and (c) of the constitution and section 144 of CrPC is a "reflection of 
a colonial legacy and the unquestioning adoption of most of the provisions of the 1872 Code of Criminal 
Procedure by the contemporary Indian State". 
More often than not, the section has been used to curb even peaceful dissent. 
 
What next? 

1. The government should make sure that there is no blanket imposition. 
2. Existing checks and balances and judicial oversight are insufficient. Therefore, a thorough review is 

necessary. 
3. Public order and right to peaceful dissent- both should be ensured. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

3. “Run Through Files” mechanism 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Key features and significance of RTF. 
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Context: To ensure that important government matters don’t get delayed owing to conflicting hierarchical and 
departmental priorities, the Haryana government has introduced a “Run Through Files” mechanism in the 
Centralised File Movement and Tracking Information System (CFMS). 
It would be personally monitored by Chief Minister of Haryana. 
 
Key features: 

• A file shall be marked as Run Through Files only by the CM in the CFMS. 

• Every file marked as RTF has to be cleared on priority greater than that is currently being accorded to 
the files marked top priority. 

• At whichever level any contribution other than mere signing on the file is made, the same will also be 
uploaded on CFMS portal. 

• A system generated SMS and email will automatically be sent on each downward or upward movement 
of the file. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

4. ‘Good Governance Index’ 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Particulars of GGI. 
For Mains: Performances of various states ans ways to improve them. 
 
Context: Latest edition of the ‘Good Governance Index’ has been launched on the occasion of ‘Good 
Governance Day’. 
 
Background: 
Good Governance Day is observed on the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
(25th December). It was observed for the first time in 2014. 
 
What is the Good Governance Index (GGI)? 
It is a tool to assess the status of governance and the impact of various interventions taken up by the State 
Government and UTs. 
The objectives of GGI are: 

1. To provide quantifiable data to compare the state of governance in all states and UTs. 
2. To enable states and UTs to formulate and implement suitable strategies for improving governance. 
3. To shift to result-oriented approaches and administration. 

 
How is the GGI calculated? 
The GGI takes into consideration 10 sectors -- agriculture and allied sectors, commerce and industries, human 
resource development, public health, public infrastructure and utilities, economic governance, social welfare & 
development, judicial and public security, environment and citizen-centric governance.  

• These 10 governance sectors are further measured on a total of 50 indicators. These indicators are given 
different weightage under one governance sector to calculate the value. 

The states and UTs are divided into three groups -- big states, north-east and hill states, and Union territories. 
 
Key Findings of the first GGI Report: 

• Top performers among the big states: Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Chhattisgarh, Andhra 
Pradesh and Gujarat. The bottom six states are Odisha, Bihar, Goa, Uttar Pradesh and Jharkhand. 

• Among the North-East & Hill States: Top 3 states are Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Tripura. The 
bottom 3 states are Meghalaya, Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh. 

• Pondicherry leads among the UTs followed closely by Chandigarh with Delhi bagging the third spot. 
Lakshadweep is at the bottom among the UTs. 

• Sector-wise ranking: In the environment sector: 

• The top three states are West Bengal, Kerala and Tamil Nadu. 

• The bottom 3 states are Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and Goa. 
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• Judicial and public security ranking: West Bengal is at the bottom two in the judicial and public security 
ranking. Tamil Nadu tops the chart here. 

• Economic governance: Karnataka is at the top under the economic governance category. 

• Health: Kerala is at the top in the public health sector. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

Topics: Role of civil services in a democracy. 

1. Indian Railway Management Service (IRMS) 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: About IRMS ans Railway Board- composition and functions. 
 
Context: Cabinet has approved the merger of its eight services into one -- the Indian Railway Management 
Service (IRMS). 
The decision to merge the services is to ensure that officers put railways first instead of their service which had 
become the case under the present system. 
This is in line with the recommendations of numerous committees, notably Rakesh Mohan (2001) and the Bibek 
Debroy panel (2015). 
 
Changes: 

1. Railway Board composition: The Chairman along with four members responsible for infrastructure, 
operations and business development, rolling stock and finance respectively will form the Railway 
Board.  

2. Roles and functions: The Chairman shall be the cadre controlling officer responsible for Human 
Resources (HR) with assistance from a DG (HR). 

3. The Board will also have some independent non-executive members, who will be highly distinguished 
professionals with deep knowledge and 30 years of experience including at the top levels in industry, 
finance, economics and management fields. The independent members will help Railway Board in 
setting a strategic direction. 

 
Implications: 
Now, just like aspirants to the Union Public Service Commission, candidates aspiring to get into railways will 
have to appear for their prelims after which they will indicate their preference for IRMS under five specialities -- 
four of them engineering specialities for 'technical' operations comprising of civil, mechanical, telecom and 
electrical, and one 'non-technical' speciality which will recruit officers for accounts, personnel and traffic. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 
Topics: India and its neighbourhood- relations. 

1. Rohingya Crisis 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Who are Rohingya? Where is Rakhine? 
For Mains: About the alleged genocide, concerns and what’s the way ahead? 
 
Context: Myanmar’s leader Aung San Suu Kyi is defending Myanmar in ICJ against accusations of genocide.  
 
What’s the issue? 
According to a case brought by the country of Gambia at the United Nations’ International Court of Justice, the 
Myanmar military in August 2017 carried out a systematic, targeted campaign of terror, rape and murder 
against its Muslim population. 
 
Background: 
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UN investigators say as many as 10,000 Rohingya – a Muslim minority in this Buddhist-majority nation – were 
killed. Another 730,000 Rohingya fled the massacre for Bangladesh, joining 300,000 Rohingya who had 
previously fled oppression in Myanmar. 
 
Who are the Rohingya? 

1. The Rohingya, who numbered around one million in Myanmar at the 
start of 2017, are one of the many ethnic minorities in the country. 

2. Rohingya Muslims represent the largest percentage of Muslims in 
Myanmar, with the majority living in Rakhine state. 

3. They have their own language and culture and say they are descendants 
of Arab traders and other groups who have been in the region for 
generations.  

4. But the government of Myanmar, a predominantly Buddhist country, 
denies the Rohingya citizenship and even excluded them from the 2014 
census, refusing to recognise them as a people. It sees them as illegal 
immigrants from Bangladesh. 

 
What does the Myanmar government say?  
Despite mounting evidence and international pressure, Myanmar continues to deny it all. It says, it is just 
countering violent insurgent groups. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests. 

1. Chabahar Port 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Location of Chabahar port. 
For Mains: Significance of the port for India, Challenges to its development. 
 
Context: India, Afghanistan and Iran recently met to discuss the issues in the implementation of Chabahar port 
in Iran. 
This was the second meeting of the Follow-up Committee for implementation of the trilateral Chabahar 
Agreement between India, Afghanistan and Iran at the level of Joint Secretary/ Director General. 
 
Outcomes of the meet: 

1. The three countries have decided to open Mormugoa and New Mangalore Port in addition to JNPT, 
Mundra, Kandla and Cochin as part of designated route under the Chabahar Agreement. 

2. It was agreed to finalise the protocol to harmonise transit, roads, customs and consular matters. Till 
that time, the TIR Convention will continue to be used for cargo movement.  

 
Background: 
The work of the Chabahar port is being conducted by the Port Global Ltd Company. 
 
Where is Chabahar Port? 
Located on the Gulf of Oman and is the only oceanic port of the country. 
 
Why Chabahar port is important for India? 

1. With this, India can bypass Pakistan in transporting goods to Afghanistan. 
2. It will also boost India’s access to Iran, the key gateway to the International North-South Transport 

Corridor that has sea, rail and road routes between India, Russia, Iran, Europe and Central Asia. 
3. It also helps India counter Chinese presence in the Arabian Sea which China is trying to ensure by 

helping Pakistan develop the Gwadar port. Gwadar port is less than 400 km from Chabahar by road and 
100 km by sea. 
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4. With Chabahar port being developed and operated by India, Iran also becomes a military ally to India. 
Chabahar could be used in case China decides to flex its navy muscles by stationing ships in Gwadar port 
to reckon its upper hand in the Indian Ocean, Persian Gulf and Middle East. 

5. Trade benefits: With Chabahar port becoming functional, there will be a significant boost in the import 
of iron ore, sugar and rice to India. The import cost of oil to India will also see a considerable decline. 
India has already increased its crude purchase from Iran since the West imposed ban on Iran was lifted. 

6. From a diplomatic perspective, Chabahar port could be used as a point from where humanitarian 
operations could be coordinated. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of NAFTA and United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA). 
For Mains: Controversies surrounding NAFTA. 
 
Context: The House of Representatives has passed the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement — the 
replacement for NAFTA, or the 1994 North American Free Trade Agreement. The new deal includes stronger 
labor and environmental provisions. American labor groups have backed the new trade deal. 
 
About United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA): 
It’s basically NAFTA 2.0, with major changes on cars and new policies on labor and environmental standards, 
intellectual property protections, and some digital trade provisions. The changes include: 
Country of origin rules: Automobiles must have 75% of their components manufactured in Mexico, the US, or 
Canada to qualify for zero tariffs (up from 62.5 percent under NAFTA). 
Labor provisions: 40 to 45 percent of automobile parts have to be made by workers who earn at least $16 an 
hour by 2023. Mexico has also agreed to pass laws giving workers the right to union representation, extend 
labor protections to migrant workers, and protect women from discrimination. The countries can also sanction 
one another for labor violations. 
US farmers get more access to the Canadian dairy market: The US got Canada to open up its dairy market to US 
farmers, which was a big issue for Trump. 
Intellectual property and digital trade: The deal extends the terms of copyright to 70 years beyond the life of 
the author (up from 50). It also extends the period that a pharmaceutical drug can be protected from generic 
competition. 
It also includes new provisions to deal with the digital economy, including prohibiting duties on things like 
music and e-books, and protections for internet companies so they’re not liable for content their users produce. 
Sunset clause: The agreement puts in a 16-year “sunset” clause — meaning the terms of the agreement expire, 
or “sunset,” after a set period of time. The deal is also subject to a review every six years, at which point the US, 
Mexico, and Canada can decide to extend USMCA. 
  
What is NAFTA? 
NAFTA is the initialism for the North American Free Trade Agreement, an agreement signed by Canada, Mexico, 
and the United States that reduced or eliminated trade barriers in North America. (Since the U.S. and Canada 
already had a free trade agreement (signed in 1988), NAFTA merely brought Mexico into the trade bloc.) 
Negotiations for the trade agreement began in 1990 under the administration of George H.W. Bush and were 
finalized under Bill Clinton’s presidency in 1993. The agreement went into effect on January 1, 1994. 
  
What was the purpose of NAFTA? 

1. In 1993 the European Union (EU) created a “single market”—one territory without any internal borders 
or other regulatory obstacles to the free movement of goods and services. This allowed every country 
and business in the EU to have access to more than 500 million consumers. 

2. NAFTA, which was approved that same year, was designed to have a similar effect, providing a way to 
allow the exchange of goods and services to flow more freely across national borders without the 
artificial restrictions. 
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3. NAFTA provided for progressive elimination of all tariffs on any goods qualifying as North American. The 
deal also sought to protect intellectual property, establish dispute-resolution mechanisms, and, through 
corollary agreements, implement labor and environmental safeguards. 

  
Why is NAFTA controversial? 
NAFTA was controversial when first proposed, mostly because it was the first [free trade agreement] involving 
two wealthy, developed countries and a developing country. Some people felt that allowing free trade with a 
developing country provides an incentive for U.S-based business to move their operations to that country. 
Since its implementation NAFTA has remained a prime target of trade protectionists (those who advocate 
taking measures such as taxing imports to “protect” domestic industries from foreign competition). 
  
Sources: the hindu. 
 

3. Recycling of Ships Act 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Overview of Recycling of Ships Bill and HKC- features and significance. 
  
Context: The Recycling of Ships Act has come into force with President Ram Nath Kovind giving assent to the law 
which provides for safe and environmentally sound recycling of ships. 
The government has also decided to accede to the Hong Kong International Convention for safe and 
environmentally sound recycling of Ships, 2009. 
 
Background: 
The Union Cabinet had approved the proposal for enactment of Recycling of Ships Bill, 2019 and accession 
to the Hong Kong International Convention for Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009. 
  
Key features of the bill: 

1. It restricts and prohibits the use or installation of hazardous material, which applies irrespective of 
whether a ship is meant for recycling or not. 

2. For new ships, such restriction or prohibition on use of hazardous material will be immediate, that is, 
from the date the legislation comes into force, while existing ships shall have a period of five years for 
compliance. 

3. Restriction or prohibition on use of hazardous material would not be applied to warships and non-
commercial ships operated by Government. 

4. Ships shall be surveyed and certified on the inventory of hazardous material used in ships. 
5. Under the Bill, ship recycling facilities are required to be authorized and ships shall be recycled only in 

such authorized ship recycling facilities. 
6. It also provides that ships shall be recycled in accordance with a ship-specific recycling plan. 
7. Ships to be recycled in India shall be required to obtain a Ready for Recycling Certificate in accordance 

with the HKC- Hong Kong International Convention for the safe and environmentally sound recycling of 
ships. 

  
What is Hong Kong convention? 
The Hong Kong International Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009 (the 
Hong Kong Convention), was adopted at a diplomatic conference held in Hong Kong, China in 2009. 

• It was adopted by the International Maritime Organization (IMO) in 2009. 

• The Convention is aimed at ensuring that ships, when being recycled after reaching the end of their 
operational lives, do not pose any unnecessary risks to human health, safety and to the environment. 

• It also addresses concerns raised about the working and environmental conditions at many of the 
world’s ship recycling locations. 

• The Convention is yet to come into force because it has not been ratified by 15 nations, representing 40 
per cent of the world merchant shipping by gross tonnage (capacity) and a maximum annual ship 
recycling volume of not less than 3 per cent of the combined tonnage of the countries. 
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Need for legislation: 
India is the leader in the global ship recycling industry, with a share of over 30% of the market. 

• As per UNCTAD report on Review of Maritime Transport, 2018, India had demolished 6323 tonnes in 
2017, of known ship scrapping across the world. 

• The ship-recycling industry is a labour-intensive sector, but it is susceptible to concerns on 
environmental safety.  

  
Sources: pib. 
 

Topics: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 
interests, Indian diaspora. 

1. Australia’s points-based visa policy 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Features of the points- based visa policy. 
For Mains: Advantages and disadvantages. 
 
Context: In what is seen as an effort to block entry to unskilled people, UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson has 
promised to introduce an Australian style points-based visa policy from January 1, 2021. 
 
What’s a points-based policy? How it works? 
Generally, for visas that are points-tested, points may be given for different categories ranging from age to 
proficiency in English and amount of work experience. To be granted such visas, the individual’s score must 
reach a cutoff fixed by the authorities. 
For workers with an “eligible skilled occupation” there are 10 categories of visas available. Applications are 
tested with points awarded in various categories. One of these is “Skilled Independent Visa”. 

• A migrant with this visa can live and work permanently anywhere in Australia, study in Australia, sponsor 
eligible relatives for permanent residence and if eligible, enrol in Australia’s health-care system and 
subject to eligibility, also become an Australian citizen. 

Some of the skilled jobs that come under the ambit of the skilled migration program include: accountant, 
actor, aeronautical engineer, advertising manager, air conditioning and mechanical services plumber, author, 
baker, swimming coach, urologist and vegetable grower. 
 
What are the advantages of points systems?  
The ability to qualify without an employer sponsor- workers entering under the Australian points system are 
less dependent on their employers and do not need permission to switch between jobs as they do in the UK; as a 
result, they are expected to have more bargaining power and to operate in a more competitive labour market. 
 
Criticisms: 
The most common criticism of points systems is that they often do not require a job offer and if workers do not 
have employment lined up, it is difficult to know whether they are actually employable. The system relies on the 
government’s perception of what skills are valuable, rather than on the views of the employers who are to 
recruit them. 
Other criticisms include the fact that eligibility criteria can be unpredictable if candidate are ranked against each 
other and a specific number admitted. This is because the bar for admission will be higher in periods when more 
other people are applying. 
 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

2. INSTEX – Instrument In Support Of Trade Exchanges 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What is INSTEX? Stakeholders involved. 
For Mains: Why is it being setup? Benefits for participants, implications on other countries? How would US 
react to this? 
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Context: Six Countries - Belgium, Denmark, Finland, the Netherlands, Norway and Sweden have recently joined 
INSTEX. 
 
What is it? 
It is a payment mechanism being setup by the European Union to secure trade with Iran and skirt US sanctions 
after Washington pulled out of the landmark nuclear deal last May. 
It is registered at Paris with an initial 3,000 Euros in the capital and a supervisory board with members from 
France and Germany and chaired by the UK. 
It is a project of the governments of France, Germany and Britain and will receive the formal endorsement of all 
28 EU members. 
  
Key features of INSTEX: 

• It will allow trade between the EU and Iran without relying on direct financial transactions. 

• It will initially be used for non-sanctionable trade, including humanitarian goods such as medicine, food 
and medical devices. 

  
Significance: 

• This mechanism is the first concrete step by the EU to counter Trump’s unilateral decision to withdraw 
from the nuclear deal. 

• The launching of INSTEX is not only a matter of Iran-EU relations but also embodies a new approach by 
the bloc towards US policies. It “becomes an opportunity when it’s understood as an experiment and as 
part of a bigger project to strengthen EU economic power. 

  
How has the US reacted? 
It has warned EU that any attempt to evade its “maximum pressure” campaign on Iran would be subject to stiff 
penalties. 
  
Sources: toi. 
 

3. Bougainville and nationhood 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Where is Bougainville? 
For Mains: How a region becomes an independent country? And why UN recognition is necessary? 
 
Where is Bougainville? 
It is an island in the Pacific. 
Why in news? It is holding a referendum to decide if it wants to remain a part of Papua New Guinea or become 
an independent country. 
 
How does a territory become a new country? 
There is no straightforward rule. A region’s quest for nationhood mainly depends on how many countries and 
international organisations it manages to convince to recognise it as a country. 
The biggest sanction of nationhood is the United Nations recognising a territory as a country. 
 
Why UN recognition matters? 
With UN recognition, a new country has access to the World Bank, the IMF, etc. 

• Its currency is recognised, which allows it to trade. 

• There is protection against parent country’s aggression, and international trade. 
 
And as per 1933’s Montevideo Convention, a region wanting to become independent should meet 4 criteria: 
A country-hopeful must have a defined territory, people, government, and the ability to form relationships 
with other countries. 
 
Sources: Indian Express. 
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4. US Congress resolution on J&K clampdown 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Overview of Articles 370 and 35A. 
For Mains: Concerns over the present situation and ways to address these concerns. 
 
Context: A resolution has been introduced in the US Congress urging India to swiftly end the communications 
clampdown, in place since August, in Jammu and Kashmir besides seeking the release political detainees in the 
region. 
However, the resolution will not be put to vote in the Senate and does not have the force of law. 
It was introduced by Indian-American Democrat Pramila Jayapal. 
 
What the resolution demands? 
The Indian government must quickly lift restrictions on cell phones and internet access, release arbitrarily 
detained people, protect free speech and peaceful protest, and condemn all religiously motivated violence at 
the highest levels across India. 
It also states that house “rejects arbitrary detention, use of excessive force against civilians, and suppression of 
peaceful expression of dissent as proportional responses to security challenges." 
It also urges New Delhi to note the need to respect human rights and international humanitarian law in actions 
taken “in pursuit of legitimate security priorities." 
 
The resolution also proposes six steps including: 

1. Lifting restrictions on communication. 
2. Restoring internet access 
3. Releasing all “arbitrarily detained people". 
4. Allowing international human rights observers and journalists access Jammu and Kashmir. 

 
Implications of the resolution: 
Since it has been introduced by an Indian-American, it will likely to attract attention in the US and outside.  
 
What’s the issue? 
On August 5, the Centre approved the dilution of Article 370 of the Constitution, and decided to carve out of 
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), the Union Territories of J&K and Ladakh. 
Internet restrictions and house arrests of various political leaders followed this. The continuing clampdown in 
most parts of Kashmir, and the absence of any worthwhile interaction between Kashmir and the outside world 
has prevented any realistic assessment of the situation. 
 
International Criticisms: 
There have been direct criticisms of India’s action in Kashmir by a majority of democratic governments in the 
West, and by quite a few other allies, including some possessing doubtful human rights antecedents such as 
Saudi Arabia. 

• There were equally many ‘lows’, with prominent leaders such as German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
expressing their concern that “the situation for the people in Kashmir is not good and not sustainable”, 
and the UN Human Rights Commission affirming that it is “extremely concerned” that people in J&K 
continued to be “deprived of a wide range of human rights” and urging the Indian government to 
“unlock the situation and fully restore the rights that are currently being denied”. 

 
Need of the hour: 
India needs to win the battle of minds within the country before trying to justify itself in the eyes of the world. 

• It needs some urgent measures. The authorities will need to prepare for some degree of violence once 
the measures put in place are relaxed. 

• This is a time for healing, not for more confrontation. In Kashmir, what is needed today is a reassurance 
of democratic traditions rather than what cynics would refer to as a ‘bubble’, and a promise of vibrant 
economic opportunities while they worry about their freedoms. 
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As a very first step, normalcy needs to be restored by removing most of the impediments that exist at present, 
with the release of political leaders and as many of their followers as possible. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

5. Hong Kong marks half-year protest anniversary 
What to study? 
For prelims: Geographical and political position of Hong Kong. 
For mains: Controversy over the extradition bill, concerns expressed, key features of the bill and what needs to 
be done? 
 
Context: Hong Kong recently marked half-year protest anniversary with huge rally. 
 
Background: 

• Semi-autonomous Hong Kong has been battered by increasingly violent demonstrations in the starkest 
challenge the city has presented to Beijing since its 1997 handover from Britain. 

• Millions have hit the streets in protests fuelled by years of growing fears that authoritarian China is 
stamping out the city's liberties. 

• The last fortnight has seen a marked drop in street battles and protester vandalism after the landslide 
win by pro-democracy candidates. 

 
How is Hong Kong ruled? 
Rules under One Country Two Systems approach. 
As per the policy, the Hong Kong and Macau Special Administrative Regions, both former colonies, can have 
different economic and political systems from that of mainland China, while being part of the People’s Republic 
of China. 

• Hong Kong returned to Chinese control on July 1, 1997, and Macau’s sovereignty was transferred on 
December 20, 1999. 

• Both regions became Special Administrative Regions of China. 

• The regions would have their own currencies, economic and legal systems, but defence and diplomacy 
would be decided by Beijing. 
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• Their mini-Constitutions would remain valid for 50 years — till 2047 for Hong Kong and 2049 for Macau. 
It is unclear what will happen after this term. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

6. Military Space Force 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Space force- composition and functions. 
For Mains: Space force- the idea, concerns, challenges and the need for free outer- space. 
 
Context: United States President Donald Trump has signed the 2020 National Defense Authorization Act, 
authorising the establishment of Space Force which would become the sixth branch of the armed forces. 
 
Key facts: 

• Space Force would become the youngest US military branch, and the first new service since the 
establishment of the US Air Force back in 1947. 

• The Space Force would be part of the Department of the Air Force. 
 
Functions: 
The main goal of the Space Force is to secure and extend American dominance of the space domain. 
It will organize, train, and equip military space forces. 
 
Challenges: 

• The fundamental difficulty of a space corps is that the physical environment of space is not conducive to 
the conduct of military operations without incurring serious losses in the form of spacecraft and 
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debris. And despite efforts to make spacecraft more fuel efficient, the energy requirements are 
enormous. 

• The technical demands of defending assets in space make the possibility of dominance and space as a 
domain for war-fighting a sort of chimera. 

 
Why space has become so important? 

• Space is a “war-fighting domain” and global powers like Russia and China are already treating it as such. 

• Besides, the stakes are high. Much of our 21st-century economy and lifestyle — from bank transactions 
to weather forecasting to television service to the GPS directions — depends on satellites functioning 
round the clock and without interruption. The military depends on them too. 

• In 2007, China shot down one of its own satellites — mission accomplished in its own right, it also 
littered orbit with potentially destructive space debris. Many saw the operation as a veiled display of 
military power. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

7. FATF’s another 150 questions for Pakistan 
What to study? 
For Prelims: FATF, Grey list, Dark Grey list, G7, About APG. 
For Mains: What is Grey list and Black list, how are countries in the list affected? How does FATF’s latest move 
affects Pakistan? 
 
Context: Financial Action Task Force (FATF) has asked Pakistan more questions on the action it has taken against 
madrassas run by proscribed outfits. 
 
Key facts: 

• The FATF has kept Pakistan on the Grey List until February 2020. 

• In October, it had warned that Pakistan would be put on the Black List if it did not comply with the 
remaining 22 points in a list of 27 questions. 

• Pakistan is required to show effective implementation of targeted financial sanctions against all UN 
designated terrorists like Lashkar-e-Taiba founder Hafiz Saeed, Jaish-e-Muhammad founder Masood 
Azhar, and those acting for or on their behalf. 

 
For Mains: 
What is the issue and why is Pakistan under FATF’s scanner? 
FATF and its partners such as the Asia Pacific Group (APG) are reviewing Pakistan’s processes, systems, and 
weaknesses on the basis of a standard matrix for anti-money laundering (AML) and combating the financing of 
terrorism (CFT) regime. 
Pakistan has been under the FATF’s scanner since June 2018, when it was put on the Grey List for terror 
financing and money laundering risks, after an assessment of its financial system and law enforcement 
mechanisms. 
 
The timeline: 

1. In June 2018, Pakistan gave a high-level political commitment to work with the FATF and APG to 
strengthen its AML/CFT regime, and to address its strategic counter-terrorism financing-related 
deficiencies. 

2. Pakistan and the FATF then agreed on the monitoring of 27 indicators under a 10-point action plan, with 
specific deadlines. The understanding was that the successful implementation of the action plan, and 
its physical verification by the APG, would lead the FATF to move Pakistan out of the Grey List. 

3. However, Islamabad managed to satisfy the global watchdog over just five of them. 
4. After an extension of the deadline for compliance, on December 6, Pakistan submitted a report to the 

FATF containing answers to the remaining 22 questions. 
5. In response, the FATF’s Joint Group has now sent 150 questions to Pakistan, asking for clarifications, 

updates, and actions taken against the madrassas. 
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What next for Pakistan? 

• As of now, Pakistan must respond by January 8, 2020. And at the next FATF meeting in Beijing, Pakistan 
will have an opportunity to defend the points in the report. 

• Pakistan will likely ask for another relaxation of the deadline to ensure compliance with the remaining 
22 action plans. 

• If Pakistan is actually moved out of the Grey List, it will be placed on the Black List with Iran and North 
Korea. 

 
For Prelims: 
About FATF: 
What is it? The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental body established in 1989 on the 
initiative of the G7.  It is a “policy-making body” which works to generate the necessary political will to bring 
about national legislative and regulatory reforms in various areas. The FATF Secretariat is housed at the OECD 
headquarters in Paris. 
Objectives: The objectives of the FATF are to set standards and promote effective implementation of legal, 
regulatory and operational measures for combating money laundering, terrorist financing and other related 
threats to the integrity of the international financial system. 
 
What is blacklist and grey list? 
FATF maintains two different lists of countries: those that have deficiencies in their AML/CTF regimes, but they 
commit to an action plan to address these loopholes, and those that do not end up doing enough. The former is 
commonly known as grey list and latter as blacklist. 
Implications: Once a country is blacklisted, FATF calls on other countries to apply enhanced due diligence and 
counter measures, increasing the cost of doing business with the country and in some cases severing it 
altogether. As of now there are only two countries in the blacklist — Iran and North Korea. 
 
What is Dark Grey list? 
According to FATF rules there is one essential stage between ‘Grey’ and ‘Black’ lists, referred to as ‘Dark Grey’. 

• ‘Dark Grey’ means issuance of a strong warning, so that the country concerned gets one last chance to 
improve. 

• ‘Dark Grey’ was the term used for warning upto 3rd Phase. Now it’s just called warning — that is the 4th 
phase. 

  
Asia-Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG): 
FATF Asia-Pacific Group is one of the regional affiliates of the Financial Action Task Force. 

• The Asia-Pacific Group on Money Laundering works to ensure that all the countries adopt and 
implement the anti-money laundering and counter-terrorist financing standards that are set out in the 
FATF’s 40 Recommendations and Eight Special Recommendations. 

• APG assists countries in implementing laws to deal with crime, assistance, punishment, investigations; 
provides guidance in setting proper reporting systems and helps in establishing financial intelligence 
units. 

• At present, there are 41 members of APG. Of these, 11 countries are also the members of the head FATF 
– India, China, Australia, Canada, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand Singapore and the 
United States. 

  
Sources: the Hindu. 
 
Topics: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate. 

1. Global Carbon Project 
What to study? 
For Prelims: About Global Carbon Project. 
For Mains: About Carbon cycle, increase in CO2, measures needed to control the pollution. 
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Observations made by the Global Carbon Project on India: 

• India’s emissions in 2019 was likely to be only 1.8 per cent higher than in 2018. 

• Weak economic growth in India has led to slower growth in oil and natural gas use. 

• With a weakening economy, growth in India’s generation of electricity has slowed from 6 per cent per 
year to under 1 per cent in 2019, despite electrification of villages adding to potential demand. 

• Moreover, the addition of a very wet monsoon led to very high hydropower generation and a decline in 
generation from coal. 

 
About Global Carbon Project: 
Formed in 2001 to help the international science community to establish a common, mutually agreed 
knowledge base that supports policy debate and action to slow the rate of increase of greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere. 
It is a Global Research Project of Future Earth and a research partner of the World Climate Research 
Programme. 
It works collaboratively with the International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme, the World Climate 
Programme, the International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change and 
Diversitas, under the Earth System Science Partnership. 
Its projects include global budgets for three dominant greenhouse gases — CO2, methane, and nitrous oxide — 
and complementary efforts in urban, regional, cumulative, and negative emissions. 
 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

2. Asian Elephant Specialist Group (AsESG) 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: About AsESG, SSC and Asian elephant. 
 
Context: The International Union for Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) 10th Asian Elephant Specialist Group 
(AsESG) Meeting was held recently at Kota Kinabalu in Sabah, Malaysia. 

• More than 130 elephant conservationists, partner organisations and experts gathered at the meeting. 

• Issues discussed included national action plans for elephant conservation by Asian elephant range 
states, best practices in managing human-elephant conflict, mechanisms to involve group members in 
monitoring the illegal killing of elephants, issues related to captive elephant welfare and sharing and 
learning from the African experience. 

 
About AsESG: 
The IUCN Asian Elephant Specialist Group (AsESG) is a global network of specialists (both scientists and non-
scientists) concerned with the study, monitoring, management, and conservation of Asian Elephants (Elephas 
maximus). 
Aim: To promote the long-term conservation of Asia's elephants and, where possible, the recovery of their 
populations to viable levels. 
AsESG is an integral part of the Species Survival Commission (SSC) of the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN). 
 
Functions: 
It shall provide the best available scientifically grounded evidence to the abundance, distribution, and 
demographic status of Asian elephant populations in all 13 range states. 
Gajah is the bi-annual journal of the IUCN/SSC Asian Elephant Specialist Group (AsESG). 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

3. WTO’s dispute settlement mechanism 
What to study? 
For prelims: WTOs dispute settlement mechanism- objectives, how it operates? 
For mains: issues associated and the need for reforms. 
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Context: The World Trade Organization’s (WTO’s) dispute settlement mechanism is on the brink of collapsing. 
Of the three members currently on the seven-member body, the terms of two has ended. 
 
What’s the issue now? 
The dispute settlement mechanism requires at least three members to function, and world trade is about to 
enter a phase in which there will be no official resolution for many international disputes — potentially creating 
the circumstances for a free-for-all. 
 
Who is to be blamed for the situation? 

• Over the last couple of years, the membership of the body has dwindled to (the present) three persons 
(instead of the required seven) as the United States has blocked the appointments of new members, and 
the reappointments of members who had completed their four-year tenures. 

• The US believes the WTO is biased against it, and has criticised it for being “unfair”. The administration 
of President Donald Trump has, therefore, taken the decision to starve the body of personnel and to 
disregard its authority — imposing new tariffs on not just China, but also American allies such as Canada, 
Europe, and Japan. 

 
What is the WTO’s Appellate Body, and why is it important? 
The Appellate Body, set up in 1995, is a standing committee of seven members that presides over appeals 
against judgments passed in trade-related disputes brought by WTO members. 
  
Who can approach? 

• Countries involved in a dispute over measures purported to break a WTO agreement or obligation can 
approach the Appellate Body if they feel the report of the panel set up to examine the issue needs to be 
reviewed on points of law. Existing evidence is not re-examined; legal interpretations are reviewed. 

• The Appellate Body can uphold, modify, or reverse the legal findings of the panel that heard the dispute. 
Countries on either or both sides of the dispute can appeal. 

  
Significance: 
The WTO’s dispute settlement procedure is seen as being vital to ensuring smooth international trade flows. The 
Appellate Body has so far issued 152 reports. The reports, once adopted by the WTO’s disputes settlement body, 
are final and binding on the parties. 
  
So, what is the problem in the WTO Appellate Body? 
Over the last two years, the membership of the body has dwindled to just three persons instead of the required 
seven. 
The understaffed appeals body has been unable to stick to its 2-3 month deadline for appeals filed in the last 
few years, and the backlog of cases has prevented it from initiating proceedings in appeals that have been filed 
in the last year. 
With the Appellate Body unable to review new applications, there is already great uncertainty over the WTO’s 
dispute settlement process. 

• If the body is declared non-functional, countries may be compelled to implement rulings by the panel 
even if they feel that gross errors have been committed. 

• Should such a country refuse to comply with the order of the panel on the ground that it has no avenue 
for appeal, it will run the risk of facing arbitration proceedings initiated by the other party in the dispute. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

4. UNESCO’s List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
What to study? 
For Prelims: About UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage, Indian entries in the list, about Reggae. 
For Mains: Significance of the list and the need for conservation. 
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Context: UNESCO has recognised the “Nuad” Thai massage as part of its Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

• The form of massage is one among over 20 elements that have been chosen for inclusion in the list this 
year. The other elements include Irish harping, Portugal’s Carnival of Podence, traditional Turkish 
archery and Slovakia’s wire craft and art. 

 
For Prelims and Mains: 
About UNESCO’s List of Intangible Cultural Heritage: 
The list is made up of those intangible heritage elements that help demonstrate diversity of cultural heritage 
and raise awareness about its importance. 
The list was established in 2008 when Convention for Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage came 
into effect. 
UNESCO maintains three lists under its “Intangible Cultural Heritage” banner: the list of intangible cultural 
heritage in need of urgent safeguarding, the list of the intangible cultural heritage of humanity and the register 
of good safeguarding practices. 
Some of the criteria for inclusion in the representative list are if the inscription of the element will ensure 
visibility and awareness of it and if the element has been nominated after having “the widest possible 
participation” of the community, group or individuals concerned and with their free, prior and informed 
consent. 
 
From India the Intangible Cultural Heritages added into this list include: 

1. Tradition of Vedic chanting. 
2. Ramlila, the traditional performance of the Ramayana. 
3. Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre. 
4. Ramman, religious festival and ritual theatre of the Garhwal Himalayas. 
5. Mudiyettu, ritual theatre and dance drama of Kerala. 
6. Kalbelia folk songs and dances of Rajasthan. 
7. Chhau dance. 
8. Buddhist chanting of Ladakh: recitation of sacred Buddhist texts in the trans-Himalayan Ladakh region, 

Jammu and Kashmir. 
9. Sankirtana, ritual singing, drumming and dancing of Manipur. 
10. Traditional brass and copper craft of utensil making among the Thatheras of Jandiala Guru, Punjab. 
11. Yoga. 
12. Nawrouz. 
13. Kumbh Mela. 

 
Need for and significance: 
The intangible cultural heritage of humanity list is maintained in order to ensure better visibility of the intangible 
cultural heritage and awareness of its significance, and to encourage dialogue which respects cultural diversity. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

5. International Geological Congress 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: About IGC- significance. 
 
Context: India is gearing up to host the 36th International Geological Congress (IGC) in March, 2020. 
 
Key facts: 

• India is the only Asian country to host the event twice. In 1964, India had hosted it for the first time, 
which was the 22nd IGC. 

• Geological Survey of India is the nodal agency for organizing the event. 
 
About International Geological Congress: 
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Popularly described as the Olympics of Geosciences. 
It is a global geoscientific events held once in four years and participated by around 5000-6000 geoscientists 
from all across the world. 
Theme: ‘Geosciences: The Basic Science for a Sustainable Development’. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

6. Global Refugee Forum 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What is GRF, about compact on migration? 
For Mains: Concerns of immigrants, challenges and ways to address them. 
 
Context: First ever Global Refugee Forum is being held in Geneva, Switzerland. 
Jointly hosted by United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) along with Government of Switzerland. 
 
For Prelims: 
What is Global Refugee Forum? 
Guided by the Global Compact on Refugees, the Global Refugee Forum is an opportunity to translate the 
principle of international responsibility-sharing into concrete action. 
The Forum will showcase impactful pledges and contributions and the exchange of good practices. 
 
Value addition for Mains: 
Refugees situations- concerns and challenges: 

• Refugee situations continue to increase in scope, scale, and complexity. There are 25.4 million refugees 
around the world, and 85 per cent of them are hosted in low- and middle-income countries facing their 
own economic and development challenges. 

• Despite the tremendous generosity of host countries and donors, the gap between needs and the 
resources available to meet them continues to grow. 

There is an urgent need for a more equitable sharing of the burden and responsibility for hosting and supporting 
the world’s refugees. Refugees and host communities should not be left behind. 
 
What is Global Compact on Refugees? 
It was affirmed by the United Nations General Assembly in December 2018. It represents the determination of 
the international community to strengthen solidarity with refugees and the countries that host them. The 
Compact sets out arrangements to ensure that host countries receive predictable and sustainable support; that 
refugees can contribute to their host communities and secure their own futures; and that solutions are sought 
from the outset. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

7. UN medal for Indian peacekeepers in South Sudan 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: About UN Peacekeeping- need, significance, challenges and operations in place. 
 
Context: Indian peacekeepers have received the United Nations Medal for their dedication and sacrifice serving 
so far away from home to protect civilians and build durable peace in South Sudan. 
 
Contributions of India Peacekeepers: 

• The soldiers were particularly praised for their efforts to support peace talks between Government and 
Opposition forces in the Upper Nile region and establishing the first-ever UNMISS base on the west bank 
of the Nile at Kodok. 

• Outside of their duties, the peacekeepers have also supported local communities by building veterinary 
hospitals at Kodok and Malakal, training cattle-keepers to better care for their livestock and provided 
life-saving medical assistance to people in need. 
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Background: 
India has been the largest troop contributor to UN missions since inception. So far India has taken part in 49 
Peacekeeping missions with a total contribution exceeding 2,45,000 troops and a significant number of police 
personnel have been deployed. 
 
For Prelims and Mains: 
What is peacekeeping? It’s significance? 
United Nations Peacekeeping was created in 1948. Its first mission involved the establishment of the UN Truce 
Supervision Organization (UNTSO), which served to observe and maintain ceasefire during the 1948 Arab-Israeli 
War. 
 
Significance and the need for peacekeeping: 

• United Nations Peacekeeping helps countries torn by conflict create conditions for lasting peace. 

• Peacekeeping has proven to be one of the most effective tools available to the UN to assist host 
countries navigate the difficult path from conflict to peace. 

• Peacekeeping has unique strengths, including legitimacy, burden sharing, and an ability to deploy and 
sustain troops and police from around the globe, integrating them with civilian peacekeepers to advance 
multidimensional mandates. 

  
UN Peacekeeping is guided by three basic principles: 

1. Consent of the parties. 
2. Impartiality 
3. Non-use of force except in self-defence and defence of the mandate. 

 
Global partnership: 
UN peacekeeping is a unique global partnership. It brings together the General Assembly, the Security Council, 
the Secretariat, troop and police contributors and the host governments in a combined effort to maintain 
international peace and security. Its strength lies in the legitimacy of the UN Charter and in the wide range of 
contributing countries that participate and provide precious resources. 
 
About United Nations Mission in South Sudan: 
On 9 July 2011 South Sudan became the newest country in the world. The birth of the Republic of South Sudan 
is the culmination of a six-year peace process which began with the signing of the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement (CPA) in 2005. 

• However, the Security Council determined that the situation faced by South Sudan continued to 
constitute a threat to international peace and security in the region and established the United 
Nations Mission in the Republic of South Sudan (UNMISS) to consolidate peace and security and to help 
establish conditions for development. 

• Following the crisis which broke out in South Sudan in December 2013, the Security Council reinforced 
UNMISS and reprioritized its mandate towards the protection of civilians, human rights monitoring, and 
support for the delivery of humanitarian assistance and for the implementation of the Cessation of 
Hostilities Agreement. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

8. Islamic Cooperation countries (OIC) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: IOC- key facts. 
For Mains: India’s involvement in the organization, need, significance and challenges. 
 
Context: The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has voiced concern over the Citizenship Amendment 
Act and the verdict in the Ayodhya case. 
The body has usually been supportive of Pakistan and often sided with Islamabad in its disputes with India. 
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Background: 
The Citizenship Amendment Bill was passed by the Parliament and signed into law by the President this month. 
According to the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), members of Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi and Christian 
communities who have come from Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan till December 31, 2014 following 
religious persecution there will get Indian citizenship. 
 
Observations made by OIC: 

• The OIC urged the Indian government to 
ensure the safety of the Muslim minority 
and the protection of their religious 
sites. 

• It also cautioned that "any action, 
contrary to these principles and 
obligations, may lead to further tensions 
and may have serious implications on 
peace and security across the region." 

 
About the OIC: 

• Organisation of Islamic Cooperation is an 
international organization founded in 
1969, consisting of 57 member states. 

• It is the second largest inter-governmental organization after the United Nations. 

• The organisation states that it is “the collective voice of the Muslim world” and works to “safeguard 
and protect the interests of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace and 
harmony “. 

• The OIC has permanent delegations to the United Nations and the European Union. 

• Permanent Secretariat is in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 
  
Significance of OIC for India: 
OIC’s growing economic and energy interdependence with India has become important in recent times. 
That India has one of the world’s largest Muslim populations, of course, is the immediate explanation of the 
surprising invite for Swaraj to address the OIC. 
  
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

9. Universal Postal Union (UPU) 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: UPU- objectives, functions and significance. 
 
Context: The Union Cabinet has given its approval to the ratification of the Tenth Additional Protocol to the 
Constitution of the Universal Postal Union (UPU). 
 
What is UPU? 
Established by the Treaty of Bern of 1874. 

• It is a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN). 

• Headquarters are located in Bern, Switzerland. 

• The UPU contains four bodies consisting of the Congress, the Council of Administration (CA), the Postal 
Operations Council (POC) and the International Bureau (IB). 

 
Functions: 

• It also oversees the Telematics and Express Mail Service (EMS) cooperatives. Each member agrees to the 
same terms for conducting international postal duties. 

• It coordinates postal policies among member nations, in addition to the worldwide postal system. 
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Benefits of ratification for India: 

• The approval enables the Postal Administration of India to have the Instrument of Ratification signed 
with the Director-General of the International Bureau of the Universal Postal Union through diplomatic 
channels along with the approval of other Acts of the Union. 

• It will also enable the Department of Posts to bring out any administrative orders to implement the 
provisions of the UPU Convention in India. 

 
Sources: pib. 
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GENERAL STUDIES – 3 
 

Topics: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, 
development and employment. 

1. Bharat Bond ETF 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What is Bharat Bond ETF?  
For Mains: Features and significance. 
 
Context: The government has approved the launch of Bharat Bond ETF, India's first corporate bond exchange 
traded fund, comprising debt of state-run companies. 
 
Significance: 

• This move will allow retail investors to buy government debt. 

• It will provide retail investors easy and low-cost access to bond markets, with smaller amount as low 
as ₹1,000. 

• They will provide tax efficiency as compared to bonds, as coupons (interest) from the bonds are taxed 
depending on the investor's tax slab. 

 
Key features of Bharat Bond ETF: 

1. It is a basket of bonds issued by central public sector enterprises/undertakings or any other government 
organization bonds.  

2. It will have a fixed maturity of three and ten years and will trade on the stock exchanges. 
3. It will invest in a portfolio of bonds of state-run companies and other government entities. 
4. It will track an underlying index on risk replication basis, matching credit quality and average maturity of 

the index. 
5. The index will be constructed by an independent index provider, National Stock Exchange. 

 
Sources: pib. 
 

2. National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Particulars of NIIF and funds under NIIF. 
For Mains: Significance of NIIF and the need for Infrastructure funding. 
 
Context: Canada's largest pension fund Canada Pension Plan Investment Board (CPPIB) has agreed to invest 
about $600 million in National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) through the NIIF Master Fund. 
With CPPIB’s investment, NIIF Master Fund now has $2.1 billion in commitments and has achieved its initially 
targeted fund size. 
 
About NIIF: 
The government had set up the ₹40,000 crore NIIF in 2015 as an investment vehicle for funding commercially 
viable greenfield, brownfield and stalled infrastructure projects. 
The Indian government is investing 49% and the rest of the corpus is to be raised from third-party 
investors such as sovereign wealth funds, insurance and pension funds, endowments, etc. 

• NIIF’s mandate includes investing in areas such as energy, transportation, housing, water, waste 
management and other infrastructure-related sectors in India. 

• NIIF currently manages three funds each with its distinctive investment mandate. The funds 
are registered as Alternative Investment Fund (AIF) with the Securities and Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI). 

 
The three funds are: 
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Master Fund: Is an infrastructure fund with the objective of primarily investing in operating assets in the core 
infrastructure sectors such as roads, ports, airports, power etc. 
Fund of Funds: Managed by fund managers who have good track records in infrastructure and associated sectors 
in India. Some of the sectors of focus include Green Infrastructure, Mid-Income & Affordable Housing, 
Infrastructure services and allied sectors. 
Strategic Investment Fund: Is registered as an Alternative Investment Fund II under SEBI in India. The objective 
is to invest largely in equity and equity-linked instruments. It will focus on green field and brown field 
investments in the core infrastructure sectors. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

3. What is deposit insurance? 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What is Deposit Insurance? How is it regulated? 
For Mains: Reforms needed. 
 
Context: FinMin, IRDAI seek insurance for bank deposits above Rs 1 lakh. 
The requests comes in the aftermath of the Punjab and Maharashtra Cooperative (PMC) Bank scam. 
 
What is deposit insurance? How is it regulated in India? 
Deposit insurance is providing insurance protection to the depositor’s money by receiving a premium. 

• The government has set up Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC) under RBI to 
protect depositors if a bank fails. 

• Every insured bank pays premium amounting to 0.001% of its deposits to DICGC every year. 
  
What happens to depositors’ money when a bank fails? 

• When a bank is liquidated, depositors are entitled to receive an insurance amount of ₹1 lakh per 
individual from the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation of India (DICGC). 

• The ₹1 lakh insurance limit includes both principal and interest dues across your savings bank accounts, 
current accounts, fixed deposits and recurring deposits held with the bank.  

  
What is the procedure for depositors to claim the money from a failed bank?  
The DICGC does not deal directly with depositors. 

1. The RBI (or the Registrar), on directing that a bank be liquidated, appoints an official liquidator to 
oversee the winding up process.  

2. Under the DICGC Act, the liquidator is supposed to hand over a list of all the insured depositors (with 
their dues) to the DICGC within three months of taking charge. 

3. The DICGC is supposed to pay these dues within two months of receiving this list.  
 
Who are insured by the DICGC? 
The corporation covers all commercial and co-operative banks, except in Meghalaya, Chandigarh, Lakshadweep 
and Dadra and Nagar Haveli. Besides, Only primary cooperative societies are not insured by the DICGC. 
 
The DICGC does not include the following types of deposits: 

1. Deposits of foreign governments. 
2. Deposits of central/state governments. 
3. Inter-bank deposits. 
4. Deposits of the state land development banks with the state co-operative bank. 
5. Any amount due on account of any deposit received outside India. 
6. Any amount specifically exempted by the DICGC with previous approval of RBI. 

  
Reforms necessary? 

1. Enhance the insurance cover and the insured amount. 
2. Allow private players to provide insurance cover. 
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3. Reduce the time delay in settling claims. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

4. Telangana Industrial Health Clinic 
What to study? 
For Prelims: About TIHCL. 
For Mains: Functions and significance. 
 
Context: The Telangana Industrial Health Clinic Ltd (TIHCL) is ready to extend services beyond the boundaries of 
Telangana on demand. 
 
Implications: 

• Since its inception about one and a half year ago as a fintech non-banking finance company, the TIHCL 
has been managing with just one-tenth of the originally envisaged ₹100 crore corpus fund. This decision 
makes it eligible for Central government funding. 

• The proposed foray, however, would be subject to the State government giving an assurance of no 
intrusion either in the model of funding, offered to the micro and small enterprises, or governance. 

• Another condition is that the Centre or the State government concerned ought to take care of the 
administrative, legal and consulting expenses. 

 
About the Telangana Industrial Health Clinic Ltd (TIHCL): 
TIHCL is a co-financing non-banking finance company (NBFC). 
Objective: To provide financial support to micro and small manufacturing units. 
 
Funding: 

• TIHCL is promoted by the Telangana Government with 10 per cent of the capital of Rs 100 crore. About 
5 per cent of the capital comes from micro and small enterprises which seek its facilitation and services. 

• Banks, financial institutions and high networth tndividuals are expected to contribute the rest of the 
capital. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Inclusive growth and issues arising from it. 

1. RBI guidelines for Payments banks’ SFB licence 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Small Finance Banks- 
management, functions and features. 
For Mains: Financial inclusion- need, 
challenges and efforts by the government. 
 
Context: RBI has announced the final 
guidelines for on-tap licencing of private 
sector SFBs. 
 
These guidelines include: 
Payments banks can apply for conversion into 
small finance banks (SFBs) after five years of 
operation. 
The promoter of a payments bank is eligible 
to set up an SFB, provided that both banks 
come under the non-operating financial holding company (NOFHC) structure. 
The minimum paid-up capital requirement for SFBs has been raised from  ₹100 crore to ₹200 crore. 
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SFBs should be listed within three years of reaching a net worth of  ₹500 
crore. They will be given scheduled bank status immediately upon 
commencement of operations, and will have general permission to open 
banking outlets from the date of commencement of operations. 
 
Promoters share: 
The promoter should hold a minimum of 40% of the paid-up voting 
equity capital for five years. 
If the initial promoter shareholding is above 40%, it should be brought 
down to 40% within a period of five years, 30% within 10 years, and 15% 
in 15 years. 
 
What about Urban cooperative banks? 
Primary urban cooperative banks can convert into SFBs, provided they comply with the on-tap licencing 
guidelines. The minimum net worth of such SFBs will be  ₹100 crore and has to be increased to  ₹200 crore 
within five years from commencement of business. 
 
Implications and significance of these guidelines: 
Existing rules do not allow payments banks to lend and deposits are capped at  ₹1 lakh per customer. 
If these entities get the licence of small finance banks, it will give them access to more deposits and boost their 
profitability, which is at present under pressure. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 

 
Topics: Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices; 
Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning, limitations, revamping; issues of buffer 
stocks and food security; Technology missions; economics of animal-rearing. 

1. Odisha’s Kalia to be merged with PM- KISAN 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features and significance of both the schemes. 
For Mains: Why such schemes are good compared to loan waivers? 
 
Context: The Odisha government has decided to merge its flagship scheme- Kalia with the Centre's Pradhan 
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-Kisan) yojana, apparently due to financial constraint. 
 
Key features of Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income Augmentation or KALIA Scheme: 
Involves payments to encourage cultivation and associated activities. 
Primary targets are small farmers, cultivators and landless agricultural labourers. 
All farmers will be provided Rs 10,000 per family as assistance for cultivation. 
Each family will get Rs 5,000 separately in the kharif and rabi seasons, for five cropping seasons between 2018-
19 and 2021-22. 
Targets 10 lakh landless households, and specifically SC and ST families. They will be supported with a unit cost 
of Rs 12,500 for activities like goat rearing, mushroom cultivation, beekeeping, poultry farming and fishery. 
Exception: A critical trade, dairy production, has deliberately been kept out because keeping a cow is more 
expensive, while milk production needs to have a collection route or agency that processes and refines this low 
shelf-life product. 
It will assist the elderly, sick and differently-abled population who are unable to take up cultivation, by 
providing Rs 10,000 per household per year. 
The scheme includes a life insurance cover of Rs 2 lakh and additional personal accident coverage of the same 
amount for 57 lakh households. 
Crop loans up to Rs 50,000 are interest-free. 
This is also going to be an area-specific scheme in the sense that an input support for a particular trade, say 
mushroom cultivation, will be provided if it is prevalent throughout that locality so that there is aggregation of 
produce. 
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About Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi: 

• It is a Central Sector Scheme. 

• Under this programme, landholding farmer families, having cultivable land up to 2 hectares, will be 
provided direct income support at the rate of Rs. 6,000 per year. 

• This income support will be transferred directly into the bank accounts of beneficiary farmers, in three 
equal installments of Rs. 2,000 each. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 

 
Topics: Land reforms in India. 

1. Punjab to create land banks in rural areas 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What are land banks? 
For Mains: Significance and implications of this move. 
 
Context: With an aim to create land banks in rural areas to boost industrial development, the Punjab Cabinet 
has given in-principle approval to amend the law for transfer of common village land in rural areas to the 
state’s industry department. 
 
Implications: 
The amendment will facilitate gram panchayats to promote development of villages by unlocking the value of 
‘Shamlat’ or village common land. 
The new rule would pave the way for transfer of ‘Shamlat’ land for industrial projects to the industry 
department and state-owned Punjab Small Industries & Export Corporation (PSIEC). 
 
Role of panchayats: 
The amendments ensure that the Panchayats get their dues, with all decisions to be taken on a case to case 
basis keeping their interests in view. 

• With this amendment, a gram panchayat could, with the prior approval of the state government, 
transfer the ‘Shamlat land’ vested in it by way of sale on deferred payment terms to industries 
department or PSIEC for their industrial infrastructure projects. 

 
What is Shamlat land? 
It is one that does not come under habitation and cultivation and is considered as consolidated land holdings for 
common use. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

1. Infrastructure Investment Trust 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Features of InvIT, about NHAI and Bharatmala. 
For Mains: Need for and significance of InvIT. 
 
Context: Cabinet authorises NHAI to set up Infrastructure Investment Trust and monetize National Highway 
projects. 
 
About the Infrastructure Investment Trust: 
National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) will set up the Infrastructure Investment Trust(s) (InvIT) as per 
InvIT Guidelines issued by SEBI. 
Under InvIT, highway projects will be bundled to form a special purpose vehicle (SPV) to be offered to 
investors. 
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The SPV would then be traded on the stock exchanges, and returns will be linked to the InvIT’s performance in 
the capital market.  
 
Significance and expected outcomes: 
This will enable the NHAI to monetize completed national highways that have a toll collection track record of at 
least one year and the NHAI reserves the right to levy toll on the identified highway. 
 
Why InvIT? 
InvIT as an instrument provides greater flexibility to investors and is expected to create specialized O&M 
concessionaires, attract patient capital for around 30 years to the highways market. 
 
Need: 
NHAI has received a total of Rs 36,691 crore as budgetary support and has been authorised to raise Rs 75,000 
crores from the market in the current financial year. 
Given the magnitude of the Bharatmala, the government’s flagship highway development program, NHAI would 
need adequate funds to complete the projects within the prescribed timelines. 
 
What is Bharatmala project? 
It is the second largest highways construction project in the country since NHDP, under which almost 50,000 
km of highway roads were targeted across the country. Bharatmala will look to improve connectivity 
particularly on economic corridors, border areas and far flung areas with an aim of quicker movement of 
cargo and boosting exports. 
  
About NHAI: 
The National Highways Authority of India was constituted by an act of Parliament, the National Highways 
Authority of India Act,1988. It is responsible for the development, maintenance and management of National 
Highways entrusted to it and for matters connected or incidental thereto. The Authority was operationalised in 
Feb, 1995. 
 
Sources: pib. 

 

2. Silver Line project 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Key features, geographical location and significance of the project. 
 
Context: The Ministry of Railways has granted in-principle approval for the ‘Silver Line’ project, a proposal of the 
Kerala government. 
 
About the Project: 

• It involves laying of semi high-speed trains between the two corners of the state of Kerala. 

• It is 532- km long. The corridor will be built away from the existing line between Thiruvananthapuram 
and Thrissur. 

• It aims to connect major districts and towns with semi high-speed trains that will run on their own 
tracks. 

• The Kerala Rail Development Corporation (K-Rail), a joint venture between the Ministry of Railways and 
the Kerala government to execute projects on a cost-sharing basis, will be the nodal agency. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 

 

3. Tripura gets its first SEZ 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What are SEZs? Overview of the legislation. 
For Mains: Significance of SEZs and challenges faced by them. 
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Context: Recently, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry has notified setting up of Tripura’s first ever Special 
Economic Zone (SEZ). 
It will be developed by Tripura Industrial Development Corporation (TIDC) Ltd. for the industries based on 
rubber, textile and apparel, bamboo and agri-food processing. 
 
What are SEZs? 
Special Economic Zones (SEZs) are geographically delineated ‘enclaves’ in which regulations and practices 
related to business and trade differ from the rest of the country and therefore all the units therein enjoy 
special privileges. 
The basic idea of SEZs emerges from the fact that, while it might be very difficult to dramatically improve 
infrastructure and business environment of the overall economy ‘overnight’, SEZs can be built in a much shorter 
time, and they can work as efficient enclaves to solve these problems. 
 
Facilities and incentives for SEZs: 

1. Duty-free import/domestic procurement of goods for development, operation and maintenance of SEZ 
units. 

2. Income tax exemption on export income for SEZ units under the Income Tax Act for first 5 years, 50% for 
next 5 years thereafter and 50% of the ploughed back export profit for next 5 years. 

3. Exemption from Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT). 
4. Single window clearance for Central and State level approvals. 

 
Concerns with present SEZ: 

1. SEZs in India have not been as successful as their counterparts in many other countries. Several Asian 
economies, particularly China, Korea, Malaysia, and Singapore, have greatly benefitted from these 
zones. 

2. Most of India’s new generation SEZs came up not for exporting, but for avoiding taxes. Large fiscal 
sops, in the form of a bunch of reliefs from central and state taxes, lured developers into building SEZs. 

3. Most manufacturing SEZs in India have performed below par due to their poor linkages with the rest of 
the economy. Weak connections of coastal SEZs with their hinterlands inhibited these zones from 
utilising their full potential. 

4. States did not match the central SEZ Act with State-level legislation, which rendered the single window 
system ineffective. 

5. Lack of a robust policy design, efficient implementation and effective monitoring have seriously 
jeopardised India’s effort to industrialise through SEZs. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 

 

4. Western Dedicated Freight Corridor 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Maps of proposed DFCs, DFCCIL. 
For Mains: DFCs- significance, need and challenges in construction. 
 
Context: The Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation of India Ltd. (DFCCIL) has opened the more than 300-km 
section between Rewari, Haryana to Madar, Rajasthan, for commercial trial runs. This is the first section to be 
opened on the under-construction 1,500-km western freight corridor. 
 
For Prelims: 
About Western Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC): 

• It is a broad gauge corridor. 

• The 1,504-km western freight corridor begins at Dadri in Uttar Pradesh and stretches till the country’s 
largest container port — Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust, near Mumbai. 

• In October 2006, a dedicated body, the Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation of India (DFCCIL) has 
been established to carry out the project. 
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• The project will be funded by a soft loan of $4bn provided by Japan International Cooperation Agency 
under special terms for economic partnership (STEP). 

 
Important places in this route: 

1. It passes through Vadodara,Ahmedabad, Palanpur, Phulera and Rewari. 
2. Passing through U.P., Haryana, Rajasthan, Gujarat and Maharashtra. 

 
Significance: 

• The western DFC will separate freight 
and passenger traffic to increase the 
speed of freight movement. 

• It will be used to transport fertilisers, 
food grains, salt, coal, iron & steel and 
cement. 

• The project will eventually be linked to 
the Eastern DFC to form four hubs 
known as India’s Golden Quadrilateral 
including Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and 
Kolkata. 

 
Why do we need DFCs? 
Increased burden: Covering a total of 10,122 km, 
these corridors carry the heaviest traffic and are 
highly congested. The route carries 52% of 
passenger traffic and 58% of freight traffic, 
according to the Make-in-India report of 2017. 
Also, these routes are highly saturated, with line 
capacity utilisation reaching as high as 150%. 
Rise in demand: Considering increased transport demands, overtly congested routes and greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions associated with road transport, these freight corridors will help reduce the cost and allow faster 
transportation. 
Revenue generation: They will open new avenues for investment, as this will lead to the construction of 
industrial corridors and logistic parks along these routes. 
  
About Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation of India (DFCCIL): 
The DFCCIL is a corporation run by the Ministry of Railways (India) to undertake planning & development, 
mobilisation of financial resources and construction, maintenance and operation of the Dedicated Freight 
Corridors. DFCC has been registered as a company under the Companies Act 1956 on 30 October 2006. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in everyday 
life Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology and 
developing new technology. 

1. Antibiotic Resistance 
What to study? 
For Prelims: what is antibiotic resistance and how it occurs? 
 
Context: Findings of the new study by researchers at the Public Health Foundation of India (PHFI) on Antibiotic 
prescription rates in India has been published. 
 
Key findings: 

1. India is one of the top users of antibiotics. 
2. The private sector clocked high levels of antibiotic prescription rates (412 per 1,000 persons per year). 
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3. The highest rate was seen among children 
aged 0–4 years (636 per 1,000 persons) and 
the lowest in the age group 10–19 years (280 
per 1,000 persons). 

4. Per-capita antibiotic consumption in the retail 
sector has increased by around 22% in five 
years from 2012 to 2016. 

 
What is it? 
Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is the ability of a 
microorganism (like bacteria, viruses, and some 
parasites) to stop an antimicrobial (such as 
antibiotics, antivirals and antimalarials) from working 
against it. As a result, standard treatments become 
ineffective, infections persist and may spread to 
others. 
When an organism is resistant to more than one 
drug, it is said to be multidrug-resistant. 
 
Why is Antibiotic Resistance a Big Deal? 
The discovery of antibiotics less than a century ago was a turning point in public health that has saved countless 
lives. Although antibiotic resistance develops naturally with normal bacterial mutation, humans are speeding it 
up by using antibiotics improperly. According to a research, now, 2 million people a year in the US develop 
antibiotic-resistant infections, and 23,000 of them die of those infections. 
 
Why is the medical community worried? 
Basically, superbugs are becoming more powerful and widespread than ever. Medical experts are afraid that 
we’re one step away from deadly, untreatable infections, since the mcr-1 E.coli is resistant to that last-resort 
antibiotic Colistin. Antibiotic-resistance is passed relatively easily from one bacteria to the next, since it is 
transmitted by way of loose genetic material that most bacteria have in common. 
The World Health Organization (WHO) is afraid of a post-antibiotic world, where loads of bacteria are 
superbugs. Already, infections like tuberculosis, gonorrhea, and pneumonia are becoming harder to treat with 
typical antibiotics. 
  
Need of the hour: 

• A multi-stakeholder approach, involving private industry, philanthropic groups and citizen activists is 
needed. 

• Private pharmaceutical industries must take it upon themselves to distribute drugs in a responsible 
manner. 

• Philanthropic charities must fund the development of new antibiotics, while citizen activists must drive 
awareness. 

• These stakeholders must appreciate that the only way to postpone resistance is through improved 
hygiene and vaccinations. 

  
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. Head on Generation (HOG) technology 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Features and significance of HOG and EOG technologies. 
 
Context: Between April 2018 and November 2019 around 436 trains have been converted into HOG compliant. 
 
What is Head on Generation (HOG) technology? 
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The system runs the train’s ‘hotel load’ (the load of air conditioning, lights, fans, and pantry, etc.) by 
drawing electricity from the overhead electric lines through the pantograph. 
The power supply from the overhead cable is 750 volts at single-phase, and a transformer with a winding of 
945 kVA converts it to a 750 Volts 50 Hz output at 3-phase. This energy is then provided to the compartments. 
 
How is it different from the present EOG technology? 
In the End on Generation (EOG) system, the ‘hotel load’ is provided with electricity from two large diesel 
generator sets. 
The generator cars are attached to either end of the train, giving the system its name. 
 
Benefits of HOG over EOG: 

1. HOG-fitted trains do not require power from diesel generators and need only one emergency 
generator car attached, instead of two regular generator cars. 

2. HOG system is free of air and noise pollution: It would bring down yearly CO2 and NOx emissions, which 
are currently at 1724.6 tonnes/annum and 7.48 tonnes/annum respectively, to zero. 

3. The reduction in emissions could also help the Railways accrue carbon credits, and trade them on the 
international market. 

4. With the noise-emitting generator sets gone, noise pollution would also drop. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

3. Neutrino project 
What to study? 
For prelims and mains: Neutrino project, significance and what are neutrinos? 
 
Context: The Centre has reiterated that the Indian Neutrino Observatory (INO) will be established in 
picturesque Theni in south Tamil Nadu though there has been opposition to the project by locals. 
 
About the project: 
The India-based Neutrino Observatory (INO) Project is a multi-institutional effort aimed at building a world-
class underground laboratory with a rock cover of approx.1200 m for non-accelerator based high energy and 
nuclear physics research in India. The initial goal of INO is to study neutrinos. 
It is a mega-science project jointly funded by the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) and the Department of 
Science and Technology (DST). 
  
The project includes: 

• Construction of an underground laboratory and associated surface facilities at Pottipuram in Bodi West 
hills of Theni District of Tamil Nadu. 

• Construction of an Iron Calorimeter (ICAL) detector for studying neutrinos. 

• Setting up of National Centre for High Energy Physics at Madurai, for the operation and maintenance of 
the underground laboratory, human resource development and detector R&D along with its 
applications. 

 
What are neutrinos? 
Neutrinos, first proposed by Swiss scientist Wolfgang Pauli in 1930, are the second most widely occurring 
particle in the universe, only second to photons, the particle which makes up light. In fact, neutrinos are 
so abundant among us that every second, there are more than 100 trillion of them passing right through each of 
us — we never even notice them. 
Neutrinos occur in three different types, or flavours. These are separated in terms of different masses. From 
experiments so far, we know that neutrinos have a tiny mass, but the ordering of the neutrino mass states is not 
known and is one of the key questions that remain unanswered till today. This is a major challenge INO will set 
to resolve, thus completing our picture of the neutrino. 
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Why detect 
them? 
Neutrinos 
hold the key 
to several 
important 
and 
fundamental 
questions on 
the origin of 
the Universe 
and the 
energy 
production 
in stars. 
Another 
important 
possible 
application of neutrinos is in the area of neutrino tomograph of the earth, that is detailed investigation of the 
structure of the Earth from core on wards. This is possible with neutrinos since they are the only particles which 
can probe the deep interiors of the Earth. 
 
Why should the laboratory be situated underground? 
Neutrinos are notoriously difficult to detect in a laboratory because of their extremely weak interaction with 
matter. 

• The background from cosmic rays (which interact much more readily than neutrinos) and natural 
radioactivity will make it almost impossible to detect them on the surface of the Earth. This is the reason 
most neutrino observatories are located deep inside the Earth’s surface. 

• The overburden provided by the Earth matter is transparent to neutrinos whereas most background 
from cosmic rays is substantially reduced depending on the depth at which the detector is located. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

4. Navic 
What to study?  
For Prelims: Navic and its key features. 
For Mains: Significance, applications and potential of Navic. 
 
Context: US Congress has consented to designate India's Navigation in Indian Constellation (NavIC) as 
its “allied” navigational satellite system along with the Galileo of the European Union and QZSS of Japan. 
 
What is NAVIC? 
Navigation with Indian Constellation (NavIC) is an independent regional navigation satellite system designed to 
provide position information in the Indian region and 1500 km around the Indian mainland. 
  
Services provided: 
IRNSS would provide two types of services, namely Standard Positioning Services available to all users and 
Restricted Services provided to authorised users. 
  
Its applications include: 

1. Terrestrial, Aerial and Marine Navigation. 
2. Disaster Management. 
3. Vehicle tracking and fleet management. 
4. Integration with mobile phones. 
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5. Precise Timing. 
6. Mapping and Geodetic data 

capture. 
7. Terrestrial navigation aid 

for hikers and travellers. 
8. Visual and voice navigation 

for drivers. 
  
How many satellites does NAVIC 
consist of?  
It is a regional system and so its 
constellation will consist of seven 
satellites. Three of these will be 
geostationary over the Indian 
Ocean, i.e., they will appear to be stationary in the sky over the region, and four will be geosynchronous – 
appearing at the same point in the sky at the same time every day. 
This configuration ensures each satellite is being tracked by at least one of fourteen ground stations at any 
given point of time, with a high chance of most of them being visible from any point in India. 
 
Why it is necessary to have indigenous global navigation system? 
Having a global navigation system bolsters the ability of a nation to serve as a net security provider, especially 
through the guarantee of such assurance policies. It can also play a significant role in relief efforts post disasters 
such as the tsunami in the Indian Ocean region in 2004 and the Pakistan-India earthquake in 2005. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

5. Rare Earth Elements 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What are Rare earth elements? Applications? 
For Mains: Significance. 
 
Context: The US Army plans to fund the construction of a Rare Earths processing facility to secure the domestic 
supply of minerals that are used to make military weapons and electronics. 
This will be the first financial investment by the US military into commercial-scale Rare Earths production since 
the Manhattan Project to build the first atomic bomb during World War II. 
 
What necessitated this? 

• The decision comes after China threatened to stop exporting Rare Earth materials to the US amid the 
ongoing trade war between the countries. 

• At present, China refines approximately 80%-90% of the world’s Rare Earths, thereby having substantial 
control over their supply. 

 
For Prelims and Mains: 
What are REMs? 

• The rare earths minerals (REM) are a set of seventeen metallic elements. These include the fifteen 
lanthanides on the periodic table in addition to scandium and yttrium that show similar physical and 
chemical properties to the lanthanides. 

• The REMs have unique catalytic, metallurgical, nuclear, electrical, magnetic and luminescent properties. 
While named ‘rare earth’, they are in fact not that rare and are relatively abundant in the Earth’s crust. 

 
Strategic importance of REMs: 
They have distinctive electrical, metallurgical, catalytic, nuclear, magnetic and luminescent properties. 

• Its usage range from daily use (e.g., lighter flints, glass polishing mediums, car alternators) to high-end 
technology (lasers, magnets, batteries, fibre-optic telecommunication cables). 
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• Even futuristic technologies need these REMs (For example high-temperature superconductivity, safe 
storage and transport of hydrogen for a post-hydrocarbon economy, environmental global warming and 
energy efficiency issues). 

• Due to their unique magnetic, luminescent, and electrochemical properties, they help in technologies 
perform with reduced weight, reduced emissions, and energy consumption; therefore give them greater 
efficiency, performance, miniaturization, speed, durability, and thermal stability. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

6. New definition of kilogram 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Need for redefining, about the new system, significance and the process of redefining. 
 
Context: The prototype of one kilogram (NPK-57) is now available in India and placed at the National Physical 
Laboratory, New Delhi. 
 
Background: 
Scientists, last year, have changed the way the kilogram is defined. The decision was made at the General 
Conference on Weights and Measures. The new definitions came into force on 20 May 2019. 
 
How does the new system work? 
Electromagnets generate a force. Scrap-yards use them on cranes to lift and move large metal objects, such as 
old cars. The pull of the electromagnet, the force it exerts, is directly related to the amount of electrical current 
going through its coils. There is, therefore, a direct relationship between electricity and weight. 
So, in principle, scientists can define a kilogram, or any other weight, in terms of the amount of electricity 
needed to counteract the weight (gravitational force acting on a mass). 
 
What is Planck’s constant? 
There is a quantity that relates weight to electrical current, called Planck’s constant – named after the German 
physicist Max Planck and denoted by the symbol h. 
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But h is an incredibly small number and to measure it, the research scientist Dr Bryan Kibble built a super-
accurate set of scales. The Kibble balance, as it has become known, has an electromagnet that pulls down on 
one side of the scales and a weight – say, a kilogram – on the other. The electrical current going through the 
electromagnet is increased until the two sides are perfectly balanced. 
By measuring the current running through the electromagnet to incredible precision, the researchers are able to 
calculate h to an accuracy of 0.000001%. This breakthrough has paved the way for Le Grand K to be deposed by 
“die kleine h”. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

7. Fuel cell electric vehicles (FCEV) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What are EVs and FCEVs? 
For Mains: Differences and significance. 
 
Context: Supreme Court, last month, directed the government to look into the feasibility of introducing vehicles 
based on a hydrogen cell technology to deal with air pollution in the National Capital Region. 
 
For Prelims: 
How does the hydrogen fuel cell work in electric vehicles? 
A fuel-cell electric vehicle is essentially a hybrid electric vehicle wherein, the internal combustion engine is 
replaced with a fuel-cell stack. The onboard sources of power include hydrogen as well as an advanced battery 
system. 
The fuel cell combines hydrogen and oxygen to generate an electric current, water being the only byproduct. 
Fuel cells generate electricity through an electrochemical process. 
And, there are no moving parts in the fuel cell, so they are more efficient and reliable by comparison. 
 
How is it different from an electric vehicle (EV)? 
Unlike a battery-electricity vehicle, it does not store energy and, instead, relies on a constant supply of fuel and 
oxygen — in the same way that an internal combustion engine relies on a constant supply of petrol or diesel, 
and oxygen.  
 

Advantages of fuel cells: 

• They produce much smaller quantities of greenhouse gases and none of the air pollutants that cause 
health problems. 

• If pure hydrogen is used, fuel cells emit only heat and water as a byproduct. 

• They are also energy efficient than traditional combustion technologies. 
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• Unlike battery-powered electric vehicles, fuel cell vehicles do not need to be plugged in, and most 
models exceed 300 km of range on a full tank. They are filled up with a nozzle, just like in a petrol or 
diesel station. 

 
Disadvantages: 

• The process of making hydrogen needs energy — often from fossil fuel sources. That has raised 
questions over hydrogen’s green credentials. 

• There are questions of safety — hydrogen is more explosive than petrol. 

• Besides, the vehicles are expensive, and fuel dispensing pumps are scarce. 
 
For Mains: 
Significance: 
From a long-term viability perspective, FCEVs are billed as vehicles of the future, given that hydrogen is the most 
abundant resource in the universe. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

8. National Mathematics Day 2019 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: National Mathematics Day- facts and significance. 
 
Context: National Mathematics Day is celebrated every year on December 22. 
It is observed to honor the birth anniversary of the famous mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan who greatly 
contributed towards mathematical analysis, number theory, infinite series and continued fractions. 
  
National Mathematics Day: 
In 2012, the Indian Government declared that 22 December will be celebrated every year as National 
Mathematics Day. 
 
Highlights of Srinivasa Ramanujan’s life: 

1. In 1911, Ramanujan published the first of his papers in the Journal of the Indian Mathematical Society. 
2. Ramanujan traveled to England in 1914, where Hardy tutored him and collaborated with him in some 

research. 
3. He worked out the Riemann series, the elliptic integrals, hypergeometric series, the functional 

equations of the zeta function, and his own theory of divergent series. 
4. The number 1729 is known as the Hardy-Ramanujan number after a famous visit by Hardy to see 

Ramanujan at a hospital. 
5. Hardy observed Ramanujan’s work primarily involved fields less known even amongst other pure 

mathematicians. 
6. Ramanujan’s home state of Tamil Nadu celebrates 22 December as ‘State IT Day’, memorialising both 

the man and his achievements, as a native of Tamil Nadu. 
 The Dev Patel-starrer ‘The Man Who Knew Infinity’ (2015) was a biopic on the mathematician. 
 
Sources: the hindu. 
 
Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air missiles (QRSAM) 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: QRSAM- key features, significance and potential. 
 
Context: DRDO has successfully test-fired indigenously developed Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air missiles 
(QRSAM) from a test range off the Odisha coast. 
  
About QRSAM: 

1. It has been developed to replace the ‘Akash’ missile defence system, and has 360-degree coverage. 
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2. It uses solid fuel propellant and has a strike range of 25-30 km with capability of hitting multiple 
targets. 

3. It is capable of hitting the low flying objects. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 
Topics Covered: 
Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment. 
 

9. National Green Corps ‘Ecoclub’ 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: NGP- objectives, ecoclubs and significance. 
 
What is it? 
Launched under the Environment Education Awareness and Training (EEAT), the National Green Corps (NGC) 
popularly known as “a programme of Ecoclubs” is a nationwide initiative of the Ministry of Environment & 
Forests, Government of India (now Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change). 
 
Objectives: 

• To impart knowledge to school children, through hands-on experience, about their immediate 
environment, interactions within it and the problems therein.  

• To develop requisite skills of observation, experimentation, survey, recording, analysis and reasoning for 
conserving the environment through various activities.  

• To inculcate the proper attitude towards the environment and its conservation through community 
interactions. 

• To sensitize children to issues related to environment and development through field visits and 
demonstrations.  

• To promote logical and independent thinking among children so that they are able to make the right 
choices in a spirit of scientific inquiry.  

• To motivate and stimulate young minds by involving them in action projects related to environmental 
conservation. 

 
Methodology: 

1. The scheme is being operated through Eco-clubs of 50-60 students having interest in environment 
related issues, formed in member schools. 

2. Eco clubs are supervised by a Teacher In-charge, who is selected from among the teachers of the 
member school. 

3. There is District Implementation and Monitoring Committee to supervise, organise training for In-
charge teachers, and monitor periodically the implementation of scheme at the District level.  

4. There is a State Steering Committee for guidance, direction and to oversee the implementation of the 
scheme. 

5. The State Nodal Agency coordinates the implementation of the scheme in the State and organize 
related activities like training to Master Trainers. 

6. The National Steering Committee will give overall direction to the programme and ensure linkages at all 
levels. 

 
Sources: pib. 
 

10. SnowEx 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Overview and significance of the campaign and SnowEx. 
 
Context: NASA has launched a seasonal campaign — part of a five-year programme called SnowEx, initiated in 
2016-17. 
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What is SnowEx?  
It is a five year program initiated and funded by NASA. 
Objective: To address the most important gaps in snow remote sensing knowledge and thus lay the groundwork 
for a future snow satellite mission. 
It focuses on airborne campaigns and field work, and on comparing the various sensing technologies, from the 
mature to the more experimental, in globally-representative types of snow. 
The mission will utilize a suite of airborne instruments such as Lidar, SAR, Passive Microwave, Multi-
spectral/hyperspectral VIS/IR, and others, as well as ground measurements, to study Snow Water 
Equivalent (SWE) in forested areas. 
 
Objectives: 

• develop/test algorithms for measurement of SWE in forested and non-forested areas by providing multi-
sensor observations of seasonally snow-covered landscapes. 

• develop/test energy balance models and snow distribution models of beneath-canopy snowpack using 
appropriate field measurements. 

• explore how best to combine sensing technologies with modeling and data assimilation methods to 
produce the most accurate products. 

 
What are the SnowEx outcomes and International Engagement? 
SnowEx will provide key insights into optimal strategies for mapping global SWE with remote sensing and 
models, which will enable a competitive proposal for a Decadal Survey “Earth System Explorer” mission. 
The systematic assessment of methods for mapping water and energy components of seasonal snow in SnowEx 
is fully aligned with the objectives of the NASA Terrestrial Hydrology Program and the Earth Science Division as 
well as the ESDS. 
 
Why have this campaign? 

• More than one-sixth of the world’s population (~1.2 billion people) relies on seasonal snowpack and 
glaciers for their water supply. 

• Snowmelt-generated water supply is likely to decrease this century. Snow is also a critical component of 
Earth’s cold regions ecosystems where wildlife, vegetation and snow have strongly interconnected fates. 

• Besides, to understand the time and space variation in the snow’s energy and mass balances along with 
the extensive feedbacks with the Earth’s climate, water cycle, and carbon cycle, it is critical to accurately 
measure snowpack. 

 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

11. National Children’s Science Congress (NCSC) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: About NCSC, NCSTC. 
For Mains: Significance of the platform. 
 
Context: The latest edition of National Children’s Science Congress was held in Thiruvananthapuram. 
Theme: “Science, Technology and Innovation for a Clean, Green and Healthy Nation”. 
 
National Children’s Science Congress (NCSC): 
It is a nationwide Science Communication programme started in the year 1993. 
It is a programme of National Council for Science and Technology Communication (NCSTC), Department of 
Science and Technology, New Delhi. 
It is a forum children of the age-group of 10-17 years, both from formal school system as well as from out of 
school, to exhibit their creativity and innovativeness and more particularly their ability to solve a societal 
problem experienced locally using by method of science. 
  
About National Council for Science and Technology Communication (NCSTC): 
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It is mandated to communicate science & technology to masses. 

• It is a registered body guided by a Board of Governors with headquarters at Delhi. 

• It has about eighty members spread in all states and union territories. 

• Volunteers in districts lend it great strength and capability for implementing projects that reach the 
common man and woman. 

 
Sources: pib. 
 

Topics: Awareness in space. 

1. Hera mission 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Hera mission- objectives and significance, about Didymos, about DART. 
 
Context: The European Space Agency (ESA) has approved the budget of Hera, the European component of the 
mission to slam a spacecraft into an asteroid. 
 
What is Hera? 
Hera is the European contribution to an international double-spacecraft collaboration. 
Hera is named after the Greek goddess of marriage. 
 
How is it planned? 
Due to launch in 2024, Hera would travel to a binary asteroid system – the Didymos pair of near-Earth asteroids. 
NASA will first perform a kinetic impact on the smaller of the two bodies, then Hera will follow-up with a 
detailed post-impact survey that will turn this grand-scale experiment into a well-understood and repeatable 
planetary defence technique. 
 
What is DART mission? 
Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) will target Didymoon as part of its planetary defence programme. 

• DART will deliberately crash itself into the moonlet at a speed of approximately 6 km per second, using 
an onboard camera and autonomous navigation software. 

• The collision will change the speed of the moonlet in its orbit around the main body. 
 
Why Didymoon? 
Didymoon was 
chosen because of its 
close proximity to 
Earth and its size. 
Didymoon is small 
and in a tight enough 
12-hour orbit around 
its parent, that its 
orbital period can 
indeed be shifted in a 
measurable way. 
Didymos is a binary 
asteroid; the primary 
body has a diameter 
of around 780 m and 
a rotation period of 
2.26 hours, whereas 
the Didymoon 
secondary body has a diameter of around 160 m and rotates around the primary at a distance of around 1.2 km 
from the primary surface in around 12 hours. 
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Significance: 
DART and Hera were conceived together as part of the international ‘Asteroid Impact Deflection Assessment’ 
experiment. The two missions are valuable individually, but if flown in concert their overall scientific and 
technological return is significantly boosted. They will contribute to the important and positive message that 
international cooperation is key for the achievement of a planetary defence initiative. 
 
Why we need a planetary defence mechanism? 
There are around 25,000 near-Earth objects (NEOs) that orbit the Sun on a trajectory that brings them close to 
our planet’s orbit. Certain near-Earth objects have been classified as “potentially hazardous” which are 140 
metres or more in size and come within 0.05 AU (astronomical unit) to Earth. 
As of now, there are about 900 near-Earth objects measuring more than 1 km. An impact from one of these 
NEOs can bring devastating effects to Earth. 
That is why scientists are working on a number of planetary protection initiatives to deflect asteroids if they 
threaten to impact the Earth. 
 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

2. RISAT-2BR1 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Features of RISAT- 2BR1, about PSLV and GSLV. 
 
Context: India’s Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle, in its fiftieth flight (PSLV-C48), has successfully launched RISAT-
2BR1 along with nine commercial satellites from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) SHAR, Sriharikota. 
This is PSLV’s 50th successful mission and the 75 thlaunch vehicle mission from SDSC SHAR, Sriharikota. 
 
What is RISAT-2BR1? 
It is a radar imaging earth observation satellite. 
It provides services in the field of agriculture, forestry and disaster management. 
Its mission life is 5 years. 
 
Other satellites on board: 
The nine customer satellites were from Israel, Italy, Japan and the USA. 
These satellites were launched under a commercial arrangement with New Space India Limited (NSIL). 
 
Background: 
The RISAT, which was first 
deployed in orbit on April 
20, 2009 as the RISAT-2, 
uses synthetic aperture 
radars (SAR) to provide 
Indian forces with all-
weather surveillance and 
observation, which are 
crucial to notice any 
potential threat or malicious 
activity around the nation’s 
borders. 
Following the 2008 Mumbai 
terror attacks, the launch of 
RISAT-2 was prioritised over 
RISAT- 1, as its C-band SAR 
radar was not yet ready and 
RISAT -2 carried an Israeli-
built X-band radar. 
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What is PSLV? 
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle is an indigenously-developed expendable launch system of the ISRO. 

• It comes in the category of medium-lift launchers with a reach up to various orbits, including the Geo 
Synchronous Transfer Orbit, Lower Earth Orbit, and Polar Sun Synchronous Orbit. 

 
Difference between PSLV and GSLV: 
India has two operational launchers- Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) and Geosynchronous Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (GSLV). 
GSLV was developed to launch the heavier INSAT class of geosynchronous satellites into orbit. 
 
Different orbits: 
There are three main types of Earth orbits- high Earth orbit, medium Earth orbit and low Earth orbit. Which 
orbit a particular satellite is placed in depends on its function. 

1. When satellites are about 36,000 km from the Earth’s surface, they enter what is called the high Earth 
orbit. Here, it orbits in sync with the Earth’s rotation, crating the impression that the satellite is 
stationary over a single longitude. Such a satellite is said to be geosynchronous. 

2. Just as the geosynchronous satellites have a sweet spot over the equator that allows them to stay over 
one spot on Earth, polar-orbiting satellites have a sweet spot that allows them to stay in one time. This 
orbit is a Sun-synchronous orbit, which means that whenever and wherever the satellite crosses the 
equator, the local solar time on the ground is always the same. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Awareness in the fields of IT, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology 
and issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

1. CSIR-IICT Nuclear Magnetic Resonance test facility 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What is NMR spectroscopy? 
For Mains: Significance of NMR. 
 
Context: The CSIR-Indian Institute of Chemical Technology (CSIR-IICT), Hyderabad has announced that the 
Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) test facility at the institute has passed the US Food and Drug 
Administration (USFDA) inspection with “no observations”. 
 
Background: 
The USFDA inspected the NMR facility during August 21-22 and found the facility in an acceptable state of 
compliance with regard to Current Good Manufacturing Practice (CGMP). Accordingly, it classified the facility as 
“no action initiated (NAI)”. 
 
What is NMR? 
The NMR spectroscopy is an important technique for structural characterization of pharmaceutical and other 
chemical molecules. 
The technique is used in quality control and reserach for determining the content and purity of a sample as 
well as its molecular structure. 
 
How it works? 

1. The sample is placed in a magnetic field and the NMR signal is produced by excitation of the nuclei 
sample with radio waves into nuclear magnetic resonance, which is detected with sensitive radio 
receivers. 

2. The intramolecular magnetic field around an atom in a molecule changes the resonance frequency, thus 
giving access to details of the electronic structure of a molecule and its individual functional groups. 
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3. As the fields are unique or highly characteristic to individual compounds, in modern organic 
chemistry practice, NMR spectroscopy is the definitive method to identify monomolecular organic 
compounds. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. Government Instant Messaging System (GIMS) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Features of GIMS. 
For Mains: Need for and significance of the platform. 
 
Context: Government testing GIMs, its secure messaging App. 
 
For Prelims: 
About Government Instant Messaging System (GIMS): 
Designed and developed by National Informatics Centre (NIC). 
It is being packaged for employees of Central and state government departments and organisations for intra 
and inter organisation communications. 
It is an Indian equivalent of popular messaging platforms, such as WhatsApp and Telegram, for secure internal 
use. 
It is being developed as a secure Indian alternative without the security concerns attached with apps hosted 
abroad or those owned by foreign entities. 
Like WhatsApp, GIMS employs end-to-end encryption for one-to-one messaging. 
 
Value addition for Mains: 
Need for and significance: 
The launch of the new app comes amid the recent controversy over the WhatsApp breach. Some Indian users’ 
mobile devices were targeted through a spyware called Pegasus recently. 
GIMS is being touted as a safer bet as the platform has been developed in India, the server hosting it is 
installed within the country and the information stored would be in government-based cloud — NIC-operated 
data centres that are only meant for captive use by the government and its departments. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

3. National Electronic Funds Transfer (NEFT) 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What is NEFT and RTGS? Significance. 
 
Context: RBI has extended the availability of National Electronic Funds Transfer (NEFT) round-the-clock on all 
the seven days of the week — 24×7 basis — to facilitate beyond the banking hour fund transfer. 
 
Significance: 
The RBI joins an elite club of countries having payment systems which enable round the clock funds transfer 
and settlement of any value. 
So far, Australia, Hong Kong, Mexico, Sweden, Turkey, the UK, South Korea, Singapore, South Africa, and China 
have such payment system. 
 
What is NEFT? 
NEFT is an electronic funds transfer system maintained by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 
Started in November 2005, the setup was established and maintained by Institute for Development and 
Research in Banking Technology (IDRBT). 
NEFT enables bank customers in India to transfer funds between any two NEFT-enabled bank accounts on a 
one-to-one basis. 
It is done via electronic messages. 
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Unlike Real-time gross settlement (RTGS), fund transfers through the NEFT system do not occur in real-time 
basis. 
 
What is RTGS? 

• RTGS are specialist funds transfer systems where the transfer of money or securities takes place from 
one bank to any other bank on a “real time” and on a “gross” basis. 

• Settlement in “real time” means a payment transaction is not subjected to any waiting period, with 
transactions being settled as soon as they are processed. 

  
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

4. National Broadband Mission (NBM) 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Key features and significance of the mission. 
 
Context: The union government has launched the National Broadband Mission (NBM). 
 
What is NBM? 
The mission will facilitate universal and equitable access to broadband services across the country, especially in 
rural and remote areas. 
It also involves laying of incremental 30 lakh route km of optical fibre cable and increasing tower density from 
0.42 to 1 tower per thousand population by 2024. 
The mission also envisages increasing fiberisation of towers to 70% from 30% at present. 
The mission will envisage stakeholder investment of $100 billion (Rs 7 lakh crore) including Rs 70,000 crore from 
Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) in the coming years. 

• The mission also involves the development of a Broadband Readiness Index to measure the availability 
of digital communication infrastructure and foster conducive policy ecosystem within a state/UT. 

• It will also strive for the creation of a digital fibre map of the communications network and 
infrastructure, including optical fibre cables and towers across the country. 

 
Significance: 

• The broadband mission aims to fast-track growth of digital communications infrastructure, bridge the 
digital divide, facilitate digital empowerment and inclusion, and provide affordable and universal access 
of broadband to all. 

• It will lay emphasis on universality, affordability and quality of services. The Centre will work with the 
states and UTs for having consistent policies pertaining to expansion of digital infrastructure, including 
for Right of Way (RoW) approvals required for laying of optical fibre cable. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

5. Biosimilar medicine 
What to study? 
For Prelims: About Trastuzumab, What are Biosimilars? 
For Mains: Significance and the need for Biosimilars. 
 

Context: WHO prequalifies first biosimilar medicine- trastuzumab- to increase worldwide access to life-saving 
breast cancer treatment. 

• Trastuzumab – a monoclonal antibody – was included in the WHO Essential Medicines List in 2015 as 
an essential treatment for about 20% of breast cancers. 

 
Background: 
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Breast cancer is the most 
common form of cancer 
in women. 2.1 million 
women contracted breast 
cancer in 2018. 630 000 
of them died from the 
disease, many because of 
late diagnosis and lack of 
access to affordable 
treatment. 
 
For Prelims: 
What are Biosimilars? 

• It is a 
biologic medical 
product that is 
almost 
an identical 
copy of an 
original product that is manufactured by a different company. 

• They are officially approved versions of original “innovator” products and can be manufactured when 
the original product’s patent expires. 

• Reference to the innovator product is an integral component of the approval. 
 
Characteristics: 

• Biological medicines contain active substances from a biological source, such as living cells or 
organisms. 

• Most biological medicines in current clinical use contain active substances made of proteins. 
 
Difference between biosimilars and generics: 

• Biosimilars involve developing equivalent of biological entity while generics involve developing 
equivalent of a chemical entity-the Active Pharmaceutical Ingredient. 

• Cost: Generic drugs are chemically identical to the original branded drug and, as such, cost significantly 
less because they don’t require much testing. Because biosimilars are made from living organisms, 
though, and don’t contain identical ingredients to their name-brand counterparts, they still require 
some testing. So, they cost more than generics, but less than the branded biologic.  

 
Value addition for Mains: 
Need of the hour: 

• Biosimilars industry can act as a springboard for the pharma cos to innovate, excel and earn profit and 
the same needs to promoted at the earliest. 

• we need to increase access through affordable pricing and some of the drugs need to be under price 
control. 

• Governments can support growth in production of complex generics and biosimilars by clarifying the 
regulatory framework for them, which is still evolving in many countries. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

6. EChO Network 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Key features and significance of the Network. 
 
Context: Indian Government has launched a network to encourage cross-disciplinary leadership- Called EChO 
Network. 
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Aim: To identify gaps in knowledge regarding environment and then train postdoctoral leaders in research and 
outreach on these topics, incorporating current public and private efforts. 
 
Key features: 

• It will provide a template for cross-disciplinary leadership in India with the specific focus of increasing 
research, knowledge, and awareness of Indian ecology and the environment. 

• The Network would develop a national network to catalyse a new generation of Indians who can 
synthesize interdisciplinary concepts and tackle real-world problems in medicine, agriculture, ecology, 
and technology. 

 
How it works? 

1. Through interactive sessions with citizens, industry, academia, and the government, the Network will 
identify gaps in knowledge regarding selected topics in human and environmental ecosystems. 

2. The program will then train postdoctoral leaders in research and outreach on these topics, while also 
incorporating current public and private efforts into a national network. 

3. It would then go on to establishing nation-wide awareness in these issues through public discourse and 
education for citizens, industry, and government with information exchange at all educational levels. 

 
The need: 
Despite concerted efforts to promote ecological and environmental research, India lacks trained scientists with 
interdisciplinary skills and collaborative mind-set. Educators and students need to be trained to identify and 
solve problems in an interdisciplinary manner. 
This network will inspire an entirely new approach to Indian education and exploration necessary for the post-
technological world. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

7. Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Authority (PPV&FR) 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Key features of the act and the need for protection of farmers’ rights. 
 
Context: A document which food and beverages giant PepsiCo India cited to support its charges against Gujarat 
potato farmers earlier this year is being revised by the Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers Rights 
Authority (PPV&FRA), following complaints from major farmers groups. 
 
What’s the issue? 
The Frequently Asked Questions or FAQ document had claimed that “only small and marginal farmers involved 
in subsistence farming” are eligible to claim rights under the Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers Rights 
(PPV&FR) Act, 2001. The FAQ also said these rights are not for “commercial farmers” and are only meant for 
“small scale” use. 

• PepsiCo has used the same argument in an ongoing case at the Authority over its registered potato 
variety used for Lays chips. The company has also cited the FAQ document to justify dragging more than 
nine farmers to court in 2018 for growing and selling its registered variety. 

• The company faced product boycotts and major protests across the political spectrum for slapping a 
₹4.2 crore lawsuit against four farmers, and ultimately withdrew all cases after government intervention 
just before Lok Sabha elections in May 2019. 

 
The Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights (PPV&FR) Act, 2001: 

• Enacted by India in 2001 adopting sui generis system. 

• It is in conformity with International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV), 1978. 

• The legislation recognizes the contributions of both commercial plant breeders and farmers in plant 
breeding activity and also provides to implement TRIPs in a way that supports the specific socio-

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       103  InsightsIAS 

economic interests of all the stakeholders including private, public sectors and research institutions, as 
well as resource-constrained farmers.  

 
Objectives of the PPV & FR Act, 2001: 

1. To establish an effective system for the protection of plant varieties, the rights of farmers and plant 
breeders and to encourage the development of new varieties of plants. 

2. To recognize and protect the rights of farmers in respect of their contributions made at any time in 
conserving, improving and making available plant genetic resources for the development of new plant 
varieties. 

3. To accelerate agricultural development in the country, protect plant breeders’ rights; stimulate 
investment for research and development both in public & private sector for the development new of 
plant varieties. 

4. Facilitate the growth of seed industry in the country which will ensure the availability of high-quality 
seeds and planting material to the farmers. 

 
Rights under the Act: 
Breeders’ Rights: Breeders will have exclusive rights to produce, sell, market, distribute, import or export the 
protected variety. Breeder can appoint agent/ licensee and may exercise for civil remedy in case of infringement 
of rights. 
Researchers’ Rights: Researcher can use any of the registered variety under the Act for conducting experiment 
or research. This includes the use of a variety as an initial source of variety for the purpose of developing 
another variety but repeated use needs prior permission of the registered breeder. 
 
Farmers’ Rights: 

1. A farmer who has evolved or developed a new variety is entitled for registration and protection in like 
manner as a breeder of a variety; 

2. Farmers variety can also be registered as an extant variety; 
3. A farmer can save, use, sow, re-sow, exchange, share or sell his farm produce including seed of a variety 

protected under the PPV&FR Act, 2001 in the same manner as he was entitled before the coming into 
force of this Act provided farmer shall not be entitled to sell branded seed of a variety protected under 
the PPV&FR Act, 2001; 

4. Farmers are eligible for recognition and rewards for the conservation of Plant Genetic Resources of land 
races and wild relatives of economic plants; 

5. There is also a provision for compensation to the farmers for non-performance of variety under Section 
39 (2) of the Act, 2001 and 

6. Farmer shall not be liable to pay any fee in any proceeding before the Authority or Registrar or the 
Tribunal or the High Court under the Act. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Conservation related issues, environmental pollution and degradation, 
environmental impact assessment. 

1. Blue flag Programme 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Key features, eligibility criteria and significance of the scheme. 
 
Context: The MoEFCC has embarked upon a programme for ‘Blue Flag’ Certification for select beaches in the 
country. 
 
Beaches identified in India: 
13 pilot beaches have been identified for the certification. 
These include Ghoghala Beach (Diu), Shivrajpur beach (Gujarat), Bhogave (Maharashtra), Padubidri and 
Kasarkod (Karnagaka), Kappad beach (Kerala) etc. 
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Chandrabhaga beach of Odisha’s Konark coast was the first to complete the tag certification process will be the 
first in Asia to get the Blue Flag certification. 
 
Blue flag programme: 
The Blue Flag Programme for beaches and marinas is run by the international, non-governmental, non-profit 
organisation FEE (the Foundation for Environmental Education). 

• It started in France in 1985 and has been implemented in Europe since 1987, and in areas outside 
Europe since 2001, when South Africa joined. 

• Japan and South Korea are the only countries in South and southeastern Asia to have Blue Flag beaches. 

• Spain tops the list with 566 such beaches; Greece and France follow with 515 and 395, respectively. 
  
Criteria: 
There are nearly 33 criteria that must be met to qualify for a Blue Flag certification, such as the water meeting 
certain quality standards, having waste disposal facilities, being disabled- friendly, have first aid equipment, and 
no access to pets in the main areas of the beach. Some criteria are voluntary and some compulsory. 
  
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. Torrefaction to reduce stubble burning 
What to study? 
For Prelims: the technology. 
For Mains: Significance for India. 
 
Context: India tests Swedish torrefaction technology to reduce stubble burning. 
 
What is torrefaction? 
It is a thermal process used to produce high-grade solid biofuels from various streams of woody biomass or 
agro residues. 
The end product is a stable, 
homogeneous, high quality 
solid biofuel with far greater energy 
density and calorific value than the 
original feedstock, providing 
significant benefits in logistics, 
handling and storage, as well as 
opening up a wide range of 
potential uses. 
 
How it works? 

1. Biomass torrefaction involves heating the biomass to temperatures between 250 and 300 degrees 
Celsius in a low-oxygen atmosphere. 

2. When biomass is heated at such temperatures, the moisture evaporates and various low-calorific 
components (volatiles) contained in the biomass are driven out. 

3. During this process the hemi-cellulose in the biomass decomposes, which transforms the biomass from a 
fibrous low quality fuel into a product with excellent fuel characteristics. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

3. Extra Neutral Alcohol (ENA) 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: What is ENA? How is it regulated? 
 
Why in News? 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       105  InsightsIAS 

Alcohol manufacturers citing a shortage of domestic supplies have sought a reduction in import duty of Extra 
Neutral Alcohol to make it cost-effective for them to import from global markets. 
 
What is ENA? 
It is a byproduct of the sugar industry. 
Formed from molasses that are a residue of sugarcane processing. 
It is the primary raw material for making alcoholic beverages. 
 
Features: 

• It is colourless food-grade alcohol that does not have any impurities. 

• It has a neutral smell and taste and typically contains over 95 per cent alcohol by volume. 
 
Other applications of ENA: 

1. An essential ingredient in the manufacture of cosmetics and personal care products such as perfumes, 
toiletries, hair spray, etc. 

2. Utilized in the production of some lacquers, paints and ink for the printing industry, as well as in 
pharmaceutical products such as antiseptics, drugs, syrups, medicated sprays. 

 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

4. World Soil Day 
What to study? 
For Prelims: World Soil Day 2019- key facts. 
For Mains: Soil pollution- reasons, concerns, challenges and measures. 
  
Context: World Soil Day is celebrated every year on 5th of December by Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) of United Nations. 
Aim: To communicate messages on importance of soil quality for food security, healthy ecosystems and human 
well-being. 
Theme 2019: ‘Stop Soil Erosion, Save Our Future’. 
  
Why December 5 was chosen? 
It corresponds with the official birthday of H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyadej, the King of Thailand, who officially 
sanctioned the event. 
  
Soil pollution- concerns: 
Soil pollution is a hidden danger that lurks beneath our feet. 

1. 1/3 of our global soils are already degraded. Yet we risk losing more due to this hidden danger. Soil 
pollution can be invisible and seems far away but everyone, everywhere is affected. 

2. With a growing population expected to reach 9 billion by 2050, soil pollution is a worldwide problem 
which degrades our soils, poisons the food we eat, the water we drink and the air we breathe. 

3. Most of the pollutants originate from human activities, such as unsustainable farming practices, 
industrial activities and mining, untreated urban waste and other non-environmental friendly practices. 

4. Technology improvements may also lead to new contaminants being released into the environment. 
  
SDGs: 
In the Agenda for Sustainable Development 2030, the Sustainable Development Goals 2, 3, 12, and 15 have 
targets which commend direct consideration of soil resources, especially soil pollution and degradation in 
relation to food security. 
  
Need for conservation and protection of soil: 

1. Soil holds three times as much carbon as the atmosphere and can help us meet the challenges of a 
changing climate. 
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2. 815 million people are food insecure and 2 billion people are nutritionally insecure, but we can mitigate 
this through soil. 

3. 95% of our food comes from soil. 
4. 33% of our global soils are already degraded. 

  
Way ahead: 
According to the FAO, it is vital to tackle soil pollution to reduce the risk of food security and human health. By 
preventing soil pollution, we can also address soil degradation, adapt to climate change and stem rural 
migration. 
  
Sources: the hindu. 
 

5. Global Climate Risk Index 2020 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key findings. 
For Mains: Concerns expressed and ways to address them. 
 
Context: The international environmental think tank ‘Germanwatch’ has recently released the Global Climate 
Risk Index 2020. 
The annually published Risk Index analyses to what extent countries have been affected by the impacts of 
weather-related loss events (storms, floods, heat waves etc.). 
Germanwatch, based in Bonn and Berlin (Germany), is an independent development and environmental 
organisation which works for sustainable global development. 
 
Key findings: 
On India: 

1. India is the fifth most vulnerable country to climate change. 
2. In 2020, India’s rank has worsened from the 14th spot in 2017 to 5th in 2018 in the global 

vulnerability. 
3. India has also recorded the highest number of fatalities due to climate change and the second highest 

monetary losses from its impact in 2018. 
4. India’s high rank is due to severe rainfalls, followed by heavy flooding and landslide that killed over 1000 

people. 
 
Global scenario: 

• Japan is the worst-hit country in 2018 (the last year covered by the data), while Germany and Canada 
were both also in the ‘bottom 10’, that is, the most affected. 

• The results reflect the increasing damage caused by heatwaves, which scientists have found are being 
worsened by the climate change. 
 

How climate change impacts extreme weather events? 
Many studies have concluded that the “frequency, intensity, and duration of some extreme weather events 
have been changing as the climate system has warmed.” 

• For instance, global warming leads to higher temperatures which leads to intensification of the water 
cycles. This means that there will be more droughts, along with increased floods due to drier soil and 
increased humidity. 

• Extreme precipitation is expected to increase as global warming intensifies the global hydrological cycle. 
Thereby, single precipitation events are expected to increase in intensity at a higher rate than global 
mean changes in total precipitation. 

Further, surface sea temperatures impact increase in storms, wind speeds and precipitation too. 
Climate change is also impacting desertification and degradation of land, increasing the risk of the former in 
the future. This has negative implications for loss of biodiversity as well a potential increase in wildfires. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
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6. Adaptation fund 
What to study? 
For Prelims and mains: Key features and significance of the fund. 
 
Context: The latest data show that since 2010, the Adaptation Fund has directed $532 million to 80 concrete 
adaptation projects in the most vulnerable communities of developing countries, serving 5.8 million direct 
beneficiaries. 
 
What is Adaptation fund? 
Established under the Kyoto Protocol of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

• It finances projects and programmes that help vulnerable communities in developing countries adapt to 
climate change. 

• Initiatives are based on country needs, views and priorities. 
 
Financing: 
The Fund is financed in part by government and private donors, and also from a two percent share of proceeds 
of Certified Emission Reductions (CERs) issued under the Protocol’s Clean Development Mechanism projects. 
 
Governance: 
The Fund is supervised and managed by the Adaptation Fund Board (AFB). The AFB is composed of 16 
members and 16 alternates and meets at least twice a year.  
The World Bank serves as trustee of the Adaptation Fund on an interim basis. 
 
Challenges ahead: 
The Adaptation Fund, despite its limited size, is one of the few consistent avenues for finance sourced from 
developed countries, over which developing countries have significant control. 
The challenge now is to keep raising money from developed countries, while retaining control in the 
representatives of those who are most vulnerable to the climate crisis. 
 
Sources: down to earth. 
 

7. Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) 2019 
What to study? 
For Prelims: About CCPI- features, criteria and performance of various countries. 
For Mains: Concerns for India, areas for improvement and the need for government’s active involvement in 
controlling climate change. 
 
Context: The latest edition of Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) was recently presented at the climate 
summit in Madrid. 
 
For Prelims: 
What is Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI)? 
Designed by the German environmental and development organisation Germanwatch e.V. 

• Published in cooperation with the NewClimate Institute and Climate Action Network International and 
with financial support from Barthel Foundation. 

• Objective: To enhance transparency in international climate politics. 

• First published in 2005 and an updated version is presented at the UN Climate Change Conference 
annually. 

• In 2017, the underlying methodology of the CCPI was revised and adapted to the new climate policy 
framework of the Paris Agreement from 2015. The CCPI was extended in order to include the 
measurement of a country’s progress towards the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and the 
country’s 2030 targets. 
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The national performances are assessed based on 14 indicators in the following four categories: 
1. GHG Emissions (weighting 40%). 
2. Renewable Energy (weighting 20%). 
3. Energy Use (weighting 20%). 
4. Climate Policy (weighting 20%). 

 

 
India’s performance: 

1. India, at rank 9, joins the top ten 
countries. 

2. Despite high ratings for the 
performance of its climate policy, 
the government is yet to draw up a 
roadmap to reduce subsidies on 
fossil fuels in a phased manner. 

3. In short, more stringent laws and 
amendments should be made to 
achieve climate change targets. 

 
Performance of other countries: 

• USA for the first time replaces 
Saudi Arabia as worst performing country. 

• Sweden is ranked fourth (first three places in the final ranking remain unoccupied), Denmark climbs up 
significantly in the ranking. 

• Eight EU countries rated “high” – Poland and Bulgaria “very low”. 

• China, the largest global emitter, once again slightly improves its ranking to 30th place (“medium”). 

• While only two G20 countries, the UK (7th) and India (9th), are ranked in the “high” category, eight G20 
countries are remaining in the worst category of the index (“very low”). 

 
Value addition for mains: 
Key findings: 

• Majority of countries show decline in emissions. 

• Decreasing emissions in 31 out of 57 high emitting countries – global coal consumption falling. 
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• But more ambition and accelerated action needed. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

8. IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: 
Categorization of IUCN red list, 
features and criteria, recent 
additions from India to the list. 
 
Context: The International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) has added about 1,840 new 
species to its updated “Red List of 
Threatened Species”. The list now 
contains over 30,000 species under 
threat of disappearing. 
 
For Prelims: 
What is IUCN red list of 
threatened species? 
It is the world’s most 
comprehensive inventory 
of the global conservation 
status of plant and animal 
species. 
How are species 
categorised? It uses a set 
of quantitative criteria to 
evaluate the extinction risk 
of thousands of species. 
  
The IUCN Red List 
Categories: 
The IUCN Red List Categories define the extinction risk of species assessed. Nine categories extend from NE (Not 
Evaluated) to EX (Extinct). 
Critically Endangered (CR), Endangered (EN) and Vulnerable (VU) species are considered to be threatened with 
extinction. 
 
The IUCN system uses a set of five quantitative criteria to assess the extinction risk of a given species. In 
general, these criteria consider: 

1. The rate of population decline. 
2. The geographic range. 
3. Whether the species already possesses a small population size. 
4. Whether the species is very small or lives in a restricted area. 
5. Whether the results of a quantitative analysis indicate a high probability of extinction in the wild. 

 
Value addition for Mains: 
Utility of the red list: 
It brings into focus the ongoing decline of Earth’s biodiversity and the influence humans have on life on the 
planet. It provides a globally accepted standard with which to measure the conservation status of species over 
time. 
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• Scientists can analyze the percentage of species in a given category and how these percentages change 
over time; they can also analyze the threats and conservation measures that underpin the observed 
trends. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

9. Heavy metals contaminating rivers 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What are heavy metals? 
For Mains: Key findings, contamination and concerns. 
 
Context: Central Water Commission (CWC) has released a report on heavy metals contaminating Indian rivers. 
 
Background: 
The exercise was limited to surface water and did not cover groundwater contamination. 
 
Value addition for Mains: 
Key findings: 

• Samples from two-thirds of the water quality stations spanning India’s major rivers are contaminated 
by one or more heavy metals, exceeding safe limits set by the Bureau of Indian Standards. 

• Iron emerged as the most common contaminant. 

• Arsenic and zinc are the two toxic metals whose concentration is always found within the limits. 

• Other major contaminants found in the samples were lead, nickel, chromium, cadmium and copper. 

• The contamination of water sites depends on the season-  varied presence of contaminants is found 
in different seasons. 

• Metals found in Non-Monsoon Period: Lead, cadmium, nickel, chromium and copper. 

• Monsoon Period: Iron, lead, chromium and copper exceeded ‘tolerance limits’ in this period most of the 
time. 

• The main sources of heavy metal pollution are mining, milling, plating and surface finishing industries 
that discharge a variety of toxic metals into the environment. 

• The population growth and rise in agricultural and industrial activities are also responsible for 
contamination of surface water. 

 
What’s the concern? 
The presence of metals in drinking water to some extent is unavoidable and certain metals, in trace 
amounts, are required for good health. However, when present above safe limits, they are associated with a 
range of disorders. 
Long-term exposure to the heavy metals may result in physical, muscular, and neurological degenerative 
processes that mimic Alzheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s disease, muscular dystrophy and multiple sclerosis. 
 
For Prelims: 
What are heavy metals? 
Metals with relatively high densities, atomic weights, or atomic numbers. 
A density of more than 5 g/cm3 is sometimes quoted as a commonly used criterion. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

10. Namami Gange 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of the project, About Namami Gange Programme, NGC. 
For Mains: Significance of the project and issues associated with the cleaning of river Ganga. 
 
Context: Review meeting of the National Ganga Council was recently held. 
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For Prelims: 
About Namami Gange Programme: 
It is an umbrella programme which integrates previous and currently ongoing initiatives by enhancing efficiency, 
extracting synergies and supplementing them with more comprehensive & better coordinated interventions. 
Implemented by the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG), and its state counterparts—State Programme 
Management Groups. 
 
National Ganga Council (NGC): 
Created in October 2016 under the River Ganga (Rejuvenation, Protection and Management) Authorities 
Order, 2016, dissolving the National Ganga River Basin Authority. 
Headed by the Prime Minister. 
It replaced the National Ganga River Basin Authority (NGRBA). 
NGC would have on board the chief ministers of five Ganga basin states—Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh (UP), 
Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal—besides several Union ministers and it was supposed to meet once every 
year. 
 
Main Pillars of the Namami Gange Programme are: 

1. Sewerage Treatment Infrastructure 
2. River-Surface Cleaning 
3. Afforestation 
4. Industrial Effluent Monitoring 
5. River-Front Development 
6. Bio-Diversity 
7. Public Awareness 
8. Ganga Gram 

 
Value addition for Mains: 
Why we need "Namami Gange" programme? 

1. River Ganga has significant economic, environmental and cultural value in India. 
2. Rising in the Himalayas and flowing to the Bay of Bengal, the river traverses a course of more than 2,500 

km through the plains of north and eastern India. 
3. The Ganga basin - which also extends into parts of Nepal, China and Bangladesh - accounts for 26 per 

cent of India's landmass. 
4. The Ganga also serves as one of India's holiest rivers whose cultural and spiritual significance transcends 

the boundaries of the basin. 
If we are able to clean it, it will be a huge help for the 40 per cent population of the country. 
 
What are the pollution threats to Ganga? 

1. Rapidly increasing population, rising standards of living and exponential growth of industrialization and 
urbanization have exposed water resources to various forms of degradation. 

2. The deterioration in the water quality of Ganga impacts the people immediately. 
3. Ganga has become unfit even for bathing during lean seasons. 
4. The impacts of infrastructural projects in the upper reaches of the river Ganga raise issues. 

 
Challenges ahead: 

1. Sewage treatment. 
2. Restoring the flow. 
3. Sludge control. 
4. Cost overruns. 
5. Governance glitches. 

 
Sources: the hindu. 
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11. Sustainable Development Cell for Environmental Mitigation Measures  
What to study? 
For Prelims: Composition and objectives of the cell. 
For Mains: Implications and significance of the establishment of the cell. 
 
Context: The Ministry of Coal has decided to establish a ‘Sustainable Development Cell’. 
 
For Prelims: 
About the cell: 
Objective: To promote environmentally sustainable coal mining in the country and address environmental 
concerns during the decommissioning or closure of mines. 
Roles and functions: 

• Advise, mentor, plan and monitor the mitigation measures taken by the coal companies for maximising 
the utilisation of available resources in a sustainable way. 

• Act as nodal point at Ministry of Coal level in this matter. Formulate the future policy framework for the 
environmental mitigation measures including the Mine closure Fund. 

 
For mains: 
Implications:  
This move gains significance as the new private entities are now going to form a significant part of the future, a 
set of guidelines for proper rehabilitation of mines need to be evolved in tune with global best practices. 
 
Sources: pib 
 

12. Project Dolphin 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: Dolphins in India- types and IUCN status, 
highlights of the census, need for protection. 
 
Context: The government is planning to launch a programme 
called “Project Dolphin”, along the lines of “Project Tiger” to 
enhance the population of these dolphins. 
 
For Prelims: 
Protection status: 
Dolphins have been included in Schedule I of the Indian Wild Life 
(Protection) Act 1972, in Appendix I of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), in Appendix 
II of the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) and categorised 
as ‘Endangered’ on the International Union for the Conservation 
of Nature’s (IUCN) Red List. 
 
Characteristic features: 
The Gangetic river dolphins can only live in freshwater, are blind 
and catch their prey in a unique manner, using ultrasonic sound 
waves. 
They are distributed across seven states in India: Assam, Uttar 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar, Jharkhand and West 
Bengal. 
 
For Mains: 
Need for conservation: 
The Gangetic river dolphins were officially discovered in 1801 and are one of the oldest creatures in the world 
along with some species of turtles, crocodiles and sharks, according to the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       113  InsightsIAS 

• They once lived in the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna and Karnaphuli-Sangu river systems of Nepal, India, 
and Bangladesh, but are now mostly extinct from many of its early distribution ranges. 

• Today, their numbers have dwindled mainly because of direct killing, habitat fragmentation by dams and 
barrages and indiscriminate fishing. 

 
Some of the efforts made to preserve and increase the numbers of these dolphins include: 
Setting up of the Conservation Action Plan for the Gangetic Dolphin (2010-2020), which has identified threats 
to Gangetic dolphins and impact of river traffic, irrigation canals and depletion of prey-base on dolphin 
populations. 
The Gangetic dolphins have been included in Schedule -I of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, which means they 
have the highest degree of protection against hunting. 
They are also one among the 21 species identified under the centrally sponsored scheme, “Development of 
Wildlife Habitat”. 
 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

13. Kaleswaram project 
What to study? 
For prelims and mains: key features and 
significance of the project. 
 
Context: Telangana State government has 
requested the Centre to treat Kaleshwaram 
Lift Irrigation Project (KLIP) as a National 
Project. 
 
Why? 
National Projects are provided Central grant 
of 90% of the estimated cost for their 
completion in a time bound manner. 
 
What’s the project? 
The Kaleshwaram project is an off-shoot of 
the original Pranahitha-Chevella Lift 
Irrigation Scheme. 
It is on the Godavari River. 
The Centre under the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014 is mandated to support programmes for the 
development of backward areas in the successor States, including expansion of physical and social 
infrastructure. 
 
Impact: 
The Kaleshwaram project has provision for the storage of about 148 tmc ft with plans of utilising 180 tmc ft by 
lifting at least 2 tmc ft water every day for 90 flood days. The project is designed to irrigate 7,38,851 hectares 
(over 18.47 lakh acres) uplands in the erstwhile districts of Karimnagar, Nizamabad, Warangal, Medak, Nalgonda 
and Ranga Reddy. 
  
What’s unique? 
According to engineers, KLIP has many unique features, including the longest tunnel to carry water in Asia, 
running up to 81 km, between the Yellampally barrage and the Mallannasagar reservoir. The project would also 
utilise the highest capacity pumps, up to 139 MW, in the country to lift water. 
  
Sources: the hindu. 
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14. European Green Deal 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Overview and features of Green Deal. 
For Mains: Significance and the need for the deal. 
 
Context: On the sidelines of recently concluded annual Madrid Climate talks, the European Union came up with 
an announcement on additional measures it would on climate change. It is Called the European Green Deal. 
 
Overview and key features of the European Green Deal: 
Climate neutrality: The EU has promised to bring a law, binding on all member countries, to ensure it becomes 
“climate neutral” by 2050. 

• What is it? Climate neutrality, sometimes also expressed as a state of net-zero emissions, is achieved 
when a country’s emissions are balanced by absorptions and removal of greenhouse gases from the 
atmosphere. Absorption can be increased by creating more carbon sinks like forests, while removal 
involves technologies like carbon capture and storage. 

 
Increase in 2030 emission reduction target: 

• In its climate action plan declared under the Paris Agreement, the EU was committed to making a 40 per 
cent reduction in its emissions by 2030 compared to 1990 levels. It is now promising to increase this 
reduction to at least 50 per cent and work towards 55 per cent. 

 
Significance of the deal: 
EU with 28 member countries are together the third-largest emitter of greenhouse gases in the world after 
China and the United States. Therefore, the announcement was hailed as a major step forward, even though it 
needs complementary efforts from other countries to make a significant impact. 
 
Implications and Lessons for other countries: 

• Over the last few months, there had been a growing demand for countries to commit to net-zero 
emissions by 2050. The UN Secretary-General had convened a special meeting on the sidelines of the 
General Assembly session in September to persuade countries to commit to this target. Over 60 
countries had agreed to scale up their climate actions, or to the 2050 target, but these were all relatively 
small emitters. The EU is now the first major emitter to agree to the 2050 climate neutrality target. 

• The EU also happens to be only one among major emitters to retain the 1990 baseline for emission 
cuts, originally mandated under the Kyoto Protocol for all developed countries. Most other countries 
have shifted their baselines to 2005 or even later under the 2015 Paris Agreement. 

 
What else is expected from developed regions like EU? 
EU has not been fulfilling all its climate obligations. The Kyoto Protocol required the rich and developed 
countries to provide finance and technology to the developing countries to help them fight climate change. In 
those respects, there has been little climate money flowing out of the EU, especially for adaptation needs of 
developing countries, and transfer of new climate-friendly technologies has been mired in patent and ownership 
complications. 
This is the reason why developing countries, like India and China, have been repeatedly raising the issue of 
unfulfilled obligations of developed countries in the pre-2020 period, that is covered by the Kyoto Protocol. 
 
Concerns and challenges: 
The Green Deal is important but inadequate in itself to achieve the emission reductions that scientific 
assessments say would be required to save the world from catastrophic and irreversible impacts of climate 
change. 
There has been no signal from other big emitters, including large developing countries like China and India, that 
they were considering immediate scaling up of their climate actions. 

• As long as many international partners do not share the same ambition as the EU, there is a risk of 
carbon leakage, either because production is transferred from the EU to other countries with lower 
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ambition for emission reduction, or because EU products are replaced by more carbon-intensive 
imports. 

• If this risk materializes, there will be no reduction in global emissions, and this will frustrate the efforts 
of EU and its industries to meet the global climate objectives of the Paris Agreement. 

 
Sources: Indian Express. 
 

15. Jal Jeevan Mission 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key features of the mission. 
For Mains: challenges and concerns in water conservation, ways to address them. 
 
Context: Operational guidelines for the implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission have been released. 
 
About Jal Jeevan Mission: 
The Mission was announced in August 2019. 
The chief objective of the Mission is to provide piped water supply (Har Ghar Jal) to all rural and urban 
households by 2024. 
It also aims to create local infrastructure for rainwater harvesting, groundwater recharge and management of 
household waste water for reuse in agriculture. 
The Mission will converge with other Central and State Government Schemes to achieve its objectives of 
sustainable water supply management across the country. 
 
Benefits of the mission: 

• Household pipeline water supply. 

• Clean and drinkable water. 

• Recharge of groundwater level. 

• Better local infrastructure. 

• Less water-borne diseases. 

• Less water wastage. 
 
Need for and significance of the mission: 
India has 16% of the world population, but only 4% of freshwater resources. Depleting groundwater level, 
overexploitation and deteriorating water quality, climate change, etc. are major challenges to provide potable 
drinking water. 
It is an urgent requirement of water conservation in the country because of the decreasing amount of 
groundwater level. Therefore, the Jal Jeevan Mission will focus on integrated demand and supply management 
of water at the local level. 
  
Sources: Pib. 
 

16. The India State of Forest Report 2019 
What to study? 
For Prelims: Key findings. 
For Mains: Concerns expressed, challenges and ways to address them. 
 
Context: The India State of Forest Report 2019 has been released. 
 
Key findings: 

1. Total tree and forest cover in the country increased by 5,188 square kilometer in the last two years. 
2. There is an increase of 42.6 million tonnes in the carbon stock of the country as compared to the last 

assessment of 2017. 
3. There is a decrease of forest cover to the extent of 765 sq km (0.45 per cent) in northeast India region. 

Except Assam and Tripura, all states in the region show decrease in forest cover. 
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4. The loss in the North East is attributed primarily due to 
the traditional farming practice of Shifting Cultivation. 

5. The mangrove cover in the country has increased by 54 
sq km (1.10 per cent) as compared to the previous 
assessment. 

6. Karnataka tops the country in growing the maximum 
amount of forest in the last two years. 

7. Karnataka is followed by Andhra Pradesh (990 sq km) and 
Kerala (823 sq km). 

8. Total bamboo bearing area of the country is estimated 
as 1,60,037 sq km. There is an increase of 3,229 sq km in 
bamboo bearing area as compared to the previous 
estimate. 

 
Sources: the Hindu. 

 
Topics: Challenges to internal security through 
communication networks, role of media and social 
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security; money-laundering 
and its prevention 

1. UN backs Russia on internet convention 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What is Budapest convention? 
For Mains: Why India has not signed? Why it should reconsider it’s decision? 
 
Context: The United Nations has approved a Russian-led bid that aims to create a new convention on 
cybercrime, alarming rights groups and Western powers that fear a bid to restrict online freedom. 
The General Assembly approved the resolution sponsored by Russia and backed by China, which would set up a 
committee of international experts in 2020. 
 
Why the US is worried about this? 
A new UN treaty on cybercrime could render the Budapest Convention obsolete, further alarming rights groups. 
The Budapest Convention was drafted by the Council of Europe, but other countries have joined, including the 
United States and Japan. 
Russia has opposed the Budapest Convention, arguing that giving investigators access to computer data across 
borders violates national sovereignty. 
 
What is Budapest convention? 
Also known as the Convention on Cybercrime, it is the first international treaty seeking to address Internet and 
computer crime by harmonizing national laws, improving investigative techniques, and increasing cooperation 
among nations. 

• It was drawn up by the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, France, with the active participation of the 
Council of Europe’s observer states Canada, Japan, South Africa and the United States. 

• It is open for ratification even to states that are not members of the Council of Europe. 
As of September 2019, 64 states have ratified the convention. 
  
What it does? 
The Budapest Convention provides for the criminalisation of conduct, ranging from illegal access, data and 
systems interference to computer-related fraud and child pornography, procedural law tools to make 
investigation of cybercrime and securing of e-evidence in relation to any crime more effective, and international 
police and judicial cooperation on cybercrime and e-evidence. 
  
India’s concerns over signing of this agreement: 

• India did not participate in the negotiation of the Convention and thus is worried about it. 
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• The Convention — through its Article 32b — allows for transborder access to data and thus infringes on 
national sovereignty. 

• The regime of the Convention is not effective, “the promise of cooperation not firm enough,” or that 
there are grounds for refusal to cooperate.  

 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

Topics: Security challenges and their management in border areas; linkages of organized 
crime with terrorism. 

1. Detention centres for illegal migrants 
What to study? 
For Prelims: What are detention centres? How they are setup? 
For Mains: Concerns related to overcrowding, measures needed. 
 
Context: Detention Centres for illegal migrants have been at the centre 
of a political debate as the government and the opposition parties trade 
charges over the Citizenship Amendment Act and the National Registry 
for Citizens. 
 
What are detention centres? 
They are places designated to keep illegal migrants (people who have 
entered a country without necessary documents) once they are detected 
by the authorities till the time their nationality is confirmed and they are 
deported to the country of their origin. 
 
Does India have detention centres? 
Yes, there are 6 detention centres in Assam. The combined capacity of 
these temporary centres is 1000, but the centres are overcrowded. 
 
How were the detention centres set up in Assam? 
Detention centres were set up in Assam after the Union government 
authorized the state to do so under the provisions of Section 3(2)(e) of the Foreigners' Act, 1946 and Para 11(2) 
of the Foreigners Order, 1948. 
A detailed manual on ‘model detention centres’ has been circulated to all the states. 
As per the manual: 

1. States require no specific approval from the Centre to set up these centres. 
2. These centres should be setup outside the jail premises. 
3. Their numbers and size should be decided by the states keeping in view the actual number of foreigners 

to be housed as well as the progress in deportation proceedings. 
 
Why are detention camps in focus now? 
The issue has come into focus amid talks of a nation-wide NRC, especially after the process in Assam identified a 
little over 19 lakh people without proper citizenship documents in the state. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 

2. Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) 
What to study? 
For Prelims and Mains: AFSPA- features, draconian provisions, misuses and need for review. 
 
Context: The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has declared the entire State of Nagaland as a “disturbed area” for 
six more months, under the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 (AFSPA). 
 
What does the AFSPA mean? 
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In simple terms, AFSPA gives armed forces the power to maintain public order in “disturbed areas”. 
  
Powers given to armed forces: 

• They have the authority to prohibit a gathering of five or more persons in an area, can use force or 
even open fire after giving due warning if they feel a person is in contravention of the law. 

• If reasonable suspicion exists, the army can also arrest a person without a warrant; enter or search 
premises without a warrant; and ban the possession of firearms. 

• Any person arrested or taken into custody may be handed over to the officer in charge of the nearest 
police station along with a report detailing the circumstances that led to the arrest. 

 
What is a “disturbed area” and who has the 
power to declare it? 
A disturbed area is one which is declared by 
notification under Section 3 of the AFSPA. An 
area can be disturbed due to differences or 
disputes between members of different 
religious, racial, language or regional groups 
or castes or communities. 
The Central Government, or the Governor of 
the State or administrator of the Union 
Territory can declare the whole or part of 
the State or Union Territory as a disturbed 
area. A suitable notification would have to be made in the Official Gazette. As per Section 3, it can be invoked in 
places where “the use of armed forces in aid of the civil power is necessary”. 
  
What’s the origin of AFSPA? 
The Act came into force in the context of increasing violence in the Northeastern States decades ago, which the 
State governments found difficult to control. The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Bill was passed by both the 
Houses of Parliament and it was approved by the President on September 11, 1958. It became known as the 
Armed Forces Special Powers Act, 1958. 
  
Has there been any review of the Act? 
On November 19, 2004, the Central government appointed a five-member committee headed by Justice B P 
Jeevan Reddy to review the provisions of the act in the north eastern states. 
The committee submitted its report in 2005, which included the following recommendations: (a) AFSPA should 
be repealed and appropriate provisions should be inserted in the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967; (b) 
The Unlawful Activities Act should be modified to clearly specify the powers of the armed forces and 
paramilitary forces and (c) grievance cells should be set up in each district where the armed forces are deployed. 
The 5th report of the Second Administrative Reforms Commission on public order has also recommended the 
repeal of the AFSPA. 
 
Sources: the Hindu. 
 
Topics: Various Security forces and agencies and their mandate. 

1. Chief of Defence Staff 
What to study? 
For prelims and mains: CDS- need, roles and functions, practice so far and significantly. 
 
Context: The Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) has approved the creation of a chief of defence staff (CDS). 
 
About CDS: 
He will be the single-point military adviser to the government as suggested by the Kargil Review Committee in 
1999.  
CDS oversees and coordinates the working of the three Services. 
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Conditions: 
He will be a Four-star General. 

1. Not eligible to hold any Government office after demitting the office of CDS. 
2. No private employment without prior approval for a period of five years after demitting the office of 

CDS. 
 
Roles and functions: 
CDS will provide "single-point military advice" to the government, inject synergy in planning, procurements and 
logistics in the armed forces. 
It will ensure integration of land-air-sea operations through the eventual setting up of theatre commands.  
The CDS will also function as the military advisor to the PM-led Nuclear Command Authority, as also have direct 
command of tri-Service organizations to handle the new warfare domains of space and cyberspace. 
 
Practice so far: 
India has had a feeble equivalent known as the Chairman, Chiefs of Staff Committee (CoSC); but this is a 
toothless office, given the manner in which it is structured. 
The senior-most among the three Service Chiefs is appointed to head the CoSC, an office that lapses with the 
incumbent’s retirement. 

• However, CoSC arrangement is seen as “unsatisfactory”, and its Chairman as a “figurehead”. 

• The post did not further tri-service integration, resulting in inefficiency and an expensive duplication of 
assets. 

• The CoSC system is a leftover from the colonial era, with only minor changes being carried out over the 
years. 

  
What is the case for having a CDS? 
The first proposal for a CDS came from the 2000 Kargil Review Committee (KRC). 
Although the KRC did not directly recommend a CDS — that came from the GoM — it underlined the need for 
more coordination among the three Services, which was poor in the initial weeks of the Kargil conflict. 
Present challenges: 

1. The KRC Report pointed out that India is the only major democracy where the Armed Forces 
Headquarters is outside the apex governmental structure. 

2. It observed that Service Chiefs devote most of their time to their operational roles, “often resulting in 
negative results”. 

3. Long-term defence planning suffers as day-to-day priorities dominate. 
4. Also, the Prime Minister and Defence Minister do not have the benefit of the views and expertise of 

military commanders, in order to ensure that higher level defence management decisions are more 
consensual and broadbased. 

5. The CDS is also seen as being vital to the creation of “theatre commands”, integrating tri-service assets 
and personnel like in the US military. 

 
Significance: 
The charter of the CDS, if implemented properly, will prepare the 15-lakh strong armed forces for the wars of 
the future. The CDS is mandated to ensure the Army, Navy and IAF, which often pull in different directions, truly 
integrate to slash wasteful expenditure amidst the ongoing severe fund crunch for military modernization 
because of the ballooning pay and pension bills. 
 
Sources: pib. 
 

2. Chief of Defence Staff 
What to study? 
For prelims and mains: CDS- need, roles and functions, practice so far and significantly. 
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Context: The outgoing Army chief, Gen. Bipin Rawat, has been appointed as the country’s first Chief of Defence 
Staff (CDS). 
As per the notification by the government, the upper age limit for the CDS has been fixed at 65 years. However, 
the tenure of CDS has not been fixed. 
 
About CDS: 
He will be the single-point military adviser to the government as suggested by the Kargil Review Committee in 
1999. 
CDS oversees and coordinates the working of the three Services. 
 
Conditions: 
He will be a Four-star General. 

1. Not eligible to hold any Government office after demitting the office of CDS. 
2. No private employment without prior approval for a period of five years after demitting the office of 

CDS. 
 
Roles and functions: 

• CDS will provide “single-point military advice” to the government, inject synergy in planning, 
procurements and logistics in the armed forces. 

• It will ensure integration of land-air-sea operations through the eventual setting up of theatre 
commands. 
The CDS will also function as the military advisor to the PM-led Nuclear Command Authority, as also 
have direct command of tri-Service organizations to handle the new warfare domains of space and 
cyberspace. 

• He will function as the Principal Military Adviser to the Defence Minister and also as the Permanent 
Chairman, Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC). 

• The CDS will be member of Defence Acquisition Council and Defence Planning Committee. 
 
Significance: 
The charter of the CDS, if implemented properly, will prepare the 15-lakh strong armed forces for the wars of 
the future. The CDS is mandated to ensure the Army, Navy and IAF, which often pull in different directions, truly 
integrate to slash wasteful expenditure amidst the ongoing severe fund crunch for military modernization 
because of the ballooning pay and pension bills. 
 
Sources: pib. 
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FACTS FOR PRELIMS 
 

1. Jnanpith Award 
Context: Eminent Malayalam poet Akkitham has been chosen for 55th Jnanpith Award for the year 2019. 
About: 
Instituted in 1961. 
Eligibility: Any Indian citizen who writes in any of the official languages of India is eligible for the honour. 
 

2. Kulasekarapattinam in Tamil Nadu 
Why in News? Union Government is planning to set up a new rocket launch pad here. 
Background: At present, the Indian Space Research organisation (ISRO) has two launch pads at Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre (SDCC) in Sriharikotta, Andhra Pradesh. 
 

3. Operation ‘Clean Art’ 
It is first pan India operation to crackdown on the smuggling of mongoose hair. 
Conceived by WCCB. 
Aim: To ensure that the mongoose hair brush trade should be closed down across the country. 
Protection: Mongoose is listed in Schedule II Part 2 of the Wildlife Protection Act. Any smuggling or possession 
of its body part is a non-bailable offence. 
 

4. Power of Siberia 
What is it? It is a massive gas pipeline linking one of the most remote parts of Russia with a far-flung region 
of China. 

• The pipeline stretches more than 3,000km (1,864 miles). 

• Under this pipeline project, Russia will deliver 1 trillion cubic meters of natural gas to China over 
the next 30 years. 

• The pipeline will pass through the deltas of the Yangtze and Amur rivers of China. 

5. First woman pilot in Navy 
Sub Lieutenant Shivangi Swaroop is the first pilot in the Indian navy. She recently qualified as a Dornier pilot. 
Background: Bhawana Kanth, Avani Chaturvedi and Mohana Singh are the first women pilots in the Indian Air 
Force. 
 

6. India’s first maritime museum in Gujarat 
A National Maritime Heritage Museum will be established at Lothal in Gujarat. 

• The museum will act as an independent research center for archaeology of boat building, 
reconstruction of maritime history and materials traded. 

• It will hold display of salvaged materials from shipwreck sites in Indian Ocean waters. 
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7. Hornbill Festival 
• Nagas celebrate this festival to revive, protect, sustain and promote the richness of the Naga heritage 

and traditions. 

• It occurs during 1 – 10 December on an annual basis. 

• It is also called the “Festival of Festivals”. 

• The festival pays tribute to Hornbill, the most admired and revered bird for the Nagas for its qualities of 
alertness and grandeur. 

• It is organized by State Tourism and Art & Culture Departments and also supported by Union 
Government. 

 

8. "Top 100 City Destination" ranking 
Released by Euromonitor International, a UK-based global market research company. 
The Euromonitor report highlights top 100 cities based on 2018 international arrivals. Arrivals encompasses all 
purposes of visit such as business, leisure and visiting friends and relatives. 
Key findings: 

• India has emerged as the strongest emerging destination with seven cities in the top 100 popular cities 
this year. 

• Delhi is forecast to be hold the 8th place in 2019.  

• Despite political unrest and protests in the last few months, Hong Kong remained No.1 destination this 
year. However, the number of vistors arriving to Hong Kong declined in 2019. 

• Asia posted fastest growth in the number of international arrivals globally. 

• Developed infrastructure, government's focus on tourism and digitisation of travel facilities like e-visa 
are some of the reasons behind Asian countries' popularity among global tourists. 

 

9. Prithvi-II missile 
• It is a surface-to-surface tactical missile with a strike range of 350 km. 

• It is developed by DRDO under Integrated Guided Missile Development Program (IGMDP). 

• It is capable of carrying 500 to 1,000 kg of warheads, both conventional as well as nuclear. 

• The state-of-the-art missile is powered by liquid propulsion twin engines. 

• It uses an advanced inertial guidance system with maneuvering orbit to hit its target. 

• It was inducted into armour of the defence forces in 2003. 
 

10. International Day of Persons with Disabilities 
Context: It is observed every year on December 3 to promote the rights and well-being of persons with 
disabilities in all spheres of society and development. 
Key facts: 

• It was instituted by United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in 1992. 

• It aims to promote an understanding of disability issues and mobilize support for the dignity, rights 
and well-being of persons with disabilities. 

• It also seeks to increase awareness of situation of persons with disabilities in every aspect of political, 
social, economic and cultural life. 

• 2019 Theme: Promoting the participation of persons with disabilities and their leadership: taking action 
on the 2030 Development Agenda. 

 

11. Pacific Air Chiefs Symposium 2019 (PACS 2019): 
The latest edition is being held at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam in Hawaii. 
Theme: ‘A Collaborative Approach to Regional Security’. 
Objective: To further strengthen existing cooperation between Air Forces of participating countries and also to 
pave way for enhanced interaction in future. 
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Participants: Air Chiefs from across the Indo-Pacific region are participating in the conference. In addition to 
India, Air Chiefs from 20 countries are participating. 
 

12. Meteor missiles 
Context: India has requested for an early delivery of Meteor air-to-air missiles from France. 
Key facts: 

• They are beyond-visual-range air-to-air missiles. 

• Have a range of 150 km and no escape zone of 60 km.  
 

13. Maharaja Duleep Singh 
• He was the last ruler of the Sikh empire, born to Maharaja Ranjit Singh in 1838 in Lahore. 

• In 1849, after the British defeated the Sikhs in the war, Singh was forced to sign a legal document that 
amended the Treaty of Lahore, requiring him to not only give up claims of sovereignty over the region, but 
also the Koh-i-noor diamond. 

• In 1853, he converted to Christianity, and settled in the UK in 1854. 
Why in news?  
Congress MP Pratap Singh Bajwa recently made a demand in the Rajya Sabha to exhume the remains of 
Maharaja Duleep Singh from his grave in England, and have them brought to Amritsar. 
 

14. 8th cyclone formed in the North Indian Ocean region 
Cyclone Pawan is the 8th cyclone formed in the North Indian Ocean Region. 

• This is the highest number of cyclones in a single year since 1976, when nine cyclonic storms had 
formed in the region. Six of the cyclones this year were of the 'Severe' or 'Higher' category.  

Cyclones so far: Bulbul, Maha, Kyarr, Fani, Vayu, Hikaa and Pabuk. 
 

15. Alternative Nobel Prize 
Context: Yanomami shaman Davi Kopenawa, the “Dalai Lama of the Rainforest,” has received this year’s Right 
Livelihood Award, also known as the “Alternative Nobel Prize”. 
The Right Livelihood Award is an international award to "honour and support those offering practical and 
exemplary answers to the most urgent challenges facing us today." 
The prize was established in 1980 by German-Swedish philanthropist Jakob von Uexkull, and is presented 
annually in early December. 
 

16. Sukapaika 
Sukapaika is one of the several distributaries of the mighty Mahanadi river in Odisha. 
Why in News? Sukapaika is being choked to death gradually due to government apathy. The riverbed has 
suffered erosion and it is full of hyacinth. 
 

17. Going Online as Leaders 
• The GOAL is a Facebook program aimed at guiding and encouraging tribal girls from across India to 

become village-level digital young leaders for their communities 

• The programme will help to connect underprivileged young tribal women with senior expert mentors in the 
areas of business, fashion and arts to learn digital and life skills. 

• It will help to close the digital gender gap by enabling more women to get online and access digital services. 
 

18. FrogPhone 
It is the world’s first solar-powered remote survey device that can be installed at any frog pond and which 
receives a 3G or 4G cellular network. 
Developed by a team from various Australian institutions. 

• The FrogPhone will allow researchers to dial these devices remotely, and analyse the data later. 
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• It will reduce costs and risks, including the negative impact of human presence on the field site. 

• These devices also allow for monitoring of local frog populations more frequently than before, which is 
important because these populations are recognised as indicators of environmental health. 

 

19. Victoria falls 
Context: The flow of Victoria Falls, with a width of 1.7 km and a height of 
roughly 108 metres, has been reduced to a trickle due to the severe 
droughts in the southern African region since October 2018. 
Key facts: 

• The falls are fed by the Zambezi river and define the boundary 
between Zambia and Zimbabwe in southern Africa. 

• The falls are also referred to as “The Smoke that Thunders” and is 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

 

20. RailWire Wi-Fi 
Context: The Railways has successfully completed the work of providing free public Wi-Fi at 5500 stations across 
the country. 
What is RailWire? 
RailWire is a retail Broadband initiative of the RailTel. 

• It envisages extending broadband and application services to the public. 

• The Wi-Fi at stations has been provided in association with Google as the technology partner. 
RailTel Corporation is a “Mini Ratna(Category-I)” PSU of Ministry of Railways. It is the largest neutral telecom 
services providers in the country. 
 

21. Serious Fraud Investigation Office (SFIO) 
What is it? It is a fraud investigating agency. It is under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, 
Government of India. The SFIO is involved in major fraud probes and is the co-ordinating agency with the Income 
Tax and CBI. 
Composition: It is a multi-disciplinary organization having experts from financial sector, capital market, 
accountancy, forensic audit, taxation, law, information technology, company law, customs and investigation. 
These experts have been taken from various organizations like banks, Securities and Exchange Board of India, 
Comptroller and Auditor General and concerned organizations and departments of the Government. 
 

22. Green good deeds 
• The campaign has been launched by the Environment Ministry. 

• Aim: To sensitise the people and students, in particular, about climate change and global warming. The 
objective of the campaign is to restore and return the clean and green environment to the next 
generation. 

• The Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change had drawn up a list of over 500 Green Good 
Deeds and asked people to alter their behaviour to Green Good Behaviour to fulfil their Green Social 
Responsibility. 

• These small positive actions to be performed by individuals or organisations to strengthen the cause of 
environmental protection, were put on a mobile application named “Dr Harsh Vardhan App”. 

 

23. 'Iron Union 12' 
It is a joint military exercise between the ground forces of the UAE and the United States. The latest edition is 
being held in UAE. 
 

24. National Financial Reporting Authority 
What is it? NFRA is a body proposed in Companies Act 2013 for the establishment and enforcement of 
accounting and auditing standards and oversight of the work of auditors. 
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Functions: It would be an overarching watchdog for auditing profession and once set up, the current powers of 
the ICAI to act against erring chartered accountants will be vested with the new regulator. The NFRA will have 
powers to debar an erring auditor or auditing firm for up to ten years besides slapping heavy penalties. 
Jurisdiction: The jurisdiction of the NFRA will extend to all listed companies as well as large unlisted public 
companies. Besides, the government can refer other entities for investigation by the NFRA where public interest 
would be involved. 
Composition: The regulator will have 15 members, including a chairperson and three full-time members. 
Besides, there would be a secretary. 
 

25. Global High-Resolution Atmospheric Forecasting System (GRAF) 
Context: International technology company IBM is planning to develop this high-resolution weather forecast 
model that will also rely on user-generated data to improve the accuracy of forecasts available in India. 

• IBM GRAF, as the forecast system is called, can generate forecasts at a resolution of 3 kilometres. 
 

26. What is Trakea? 
It is a unique barcoding software adopted by Haryana Police. Haryana Police claims it is the country’s first 
police force to have introduced this unique barcoding for forensic reports. 
Objective: To ensure that thousands of forensic reports that form the backbone of the criminal investigation 
system and subsequent trials in the courts of law, are not tampered with. 
Significance: Trakea ensures foolproof security of the samples collected from the scene of crime, and the 
forensic analysis reports. 
 

27. Wi-Fi Calling 
Context: Bharti Airtel has introduced Voice over Wi-Fi (VoWiFi), a first for India.  
Key facts: 

• Wi-Fi Calling is aimed especially for areas where cellular networks are not strong. 

• It uses high speed Internet connection, available via broadband, to make and receive high definition 
(HD) voice calls. 

• Users don’t have to pay extra for these calls as it is using a Wi-Fi network. 

• Wi-Fi Calling can be configured on compatible smartphones by upgrading operating systems to the 
version that supports Wi-Fi Calling, and enabling this in Settings. 

 

28. Crystal award 
• Awarded by the World Economic Forum (WEF) annually. 

• Hosted by World Economic Forum’s World Arts Forum. 

• The Award recognises as well as celebrates the achievements of leading artists and cultural figures whose 
leadership inspires inclusive and sustainable change. 

Why in News? 26th Annual Crystal Award for the year 2020 have been announced. 
 

29. What is StrandHogg? 
It is a Malware which allows real-time malware applications to pose as genuine applications and access user 
data of all kinds. 
Threats: It can listen to the conversations, access photo album, read/send messages, make 
calls, record conversations, get login credentials to various accounts, access private images, files, contact details, 
call logs and location information without being apparent to the affected users. 
Why in News? The Union Home Ministry has alerted States, warning them about the vulnerability of the Android 
operating system to a bug called 'StrandHogg'. 
 

30. Exercise ‘Apharan’ 
It is a large scale Anti Hijacking Exercise conducted recently by the Indian Navy in collaboration with Indian 
Coast Guard. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com       126  InsightsIAS 

The latest edition was held in Kerala. 
Aim: To streamline the response mechanism/ preparedness to thwart any attempt to hijack a merchant vessel 
or attempt forced entry of a rogue/commandeered merchant vessel into Indian harbour. 
 

31. Houbara bustard 
Context: Pakistan has issued special permits to the Emir of Qatar and nine other members of the royal family to 
hunt the houbara bustard, an internationally protected bird species. 
Key facts: 

• The houbara bustard, which lives in arid climates, comes in two distinct species as recognised by the 
IUCN, one residing in North Africa (Chlamydotis undulata) and the other in Asia (Chlamydotis 
macqueenii). 

• The population of the Asian houbara bustards extends from northeast Asia, across central Asia, the 
Middle East, and the Arabian Peninsula to reach the Sinai desert. 

• Roughly 33,000 Asian houbara bustards and over 22,000 of the North African houbara bustards remain 
today. 

• After breeding in the spring, the Asian bustards migrate south to spend the winter in Pakistan, the 
Arabian Peninsula and nearby Southwest Asia. 

IUCN Conservation status: Vulnerable. 
 

32. Sahitya Akademi Award 
Context: Sahitya Akademi announced its annual Sahitya Akademi Awards 2019 in 23 languages. 
About Sahitya Akademi Award: 

• It is a literary honour that is conferred annually on Indian writers for their outstanding works of 
literary merit in any of the major Indian languages (24 languages, including the 22 listed in the Eighth 
Schedule of the Indian Constitution recognised by the Sahitya Akademi). 

• It was established in 1954. 

• The award consists of a casket containing an engraved copper-plaque (designed by film-maker Satyajit 
Ray), a shawl and cheque of Rs.1 Lakh. 

  

33. Balimela Reservoir 
Context: The Odisha unit of the CPI(M) has demanded that the State government immediately start 
providing patta or documented land rights to the tribal inhabitants of ‘Swabhiman Anchal’, the erstwhile cut-
off area of the Balimela reservoir. 
Key facts: 

• The Balimela Reservoir is on the river Sileru which is situated in the Maikangiri District of Odisha State. 

• The Sileru (also known as the Machkund River) rises in the Eastern Ghats in Andhra Pradesh state and 
flows northward into Jalaput Reservoir on the border with Odisha state. 

• The Sileru empties into the Sabari River in Chhattisgarh. Sabari river is a tributary ofGodavari. 
 

34. Gandhi Citizenship Education Prize 
Context: Portugal announces Gandhi Citizenship Education Prize. 

• It will be dedicated to social welfare. 

• This would be an award given annually and the first edition will be dedicated to animal welfare. 
 

35. Pinaka Guided Weapons 
Context: The indigenously developed Pinaka Guided Weapons System was successfully tested from Integrated 
Test Range, Chandipur, off the Odisha coast. 

• Pinaka rocket systems are developed by Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). 

• The rocket system was named after Pinaka, the bow of Lord Shiva. 

• It was initially a 30 to 40 km range rocket. Its range was increased 70 to 80 km with Pinaka Mark II. 
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36. Operation Twist 
Context: RBI to carry out US-style 'Operation Twist' to bring down interest rates. 
‘Operation Twist’ is when the central bank uses the proceeds from sale of short-term securities to buy long-
term government debt papers, leading to easing of interest rates on the long term papers. 
 

37. Indian Pharmacopoeia (IP) 
Why in News? The Indian Pharmacopoeia (IP) has been recognised formally by the National Department of 
Regulation of Medicines and Health Products of the Ministry of Public Health of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. 
It will also be used based on the requirement as reputable pharmacopoeia in the laboratory of medicines and 
health products quality. 
What is IP? 
IP is an officially recognized book of standards as per the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 and Rules 1945 
thereunder. 
The IP specifies the standards of drugs manufactured and marketed in India in terms of their identity, purity 
and strength. 
 

38. Mission Shat Pratishat 
The Mission Shat Pratishat was launched in September by the Punjab education department with the aim to 
further improve the results of government schools, as compared to the previous year. 
The objective is to achieve 100 per cent result in classes 5, 8, 10, and 12 of government schools. 
The department has coined a slogan: “Asambhav Nu Sambhav Banaiye, Shatpratishat Natija Liyaiye’ (Make 
impossible possible and secure 100 per cent results). 
 

39. West African Nations Rename Common Currency- eco 
Eight West African countries have agreed to change the name of their common currency to Eco. 
CFA franc was their currency so far. The CFA franc was initially pegged to French franc and has been linked to 
euro for about two decades. 
The 8 West African countries namely- Ivory Coast, Mali, Burkina Faso, Benin, Niger, Senegal, Togo and Guinea-
Bissau currently use CFA France as their currency. All these countries, except Guinea-Bissau, are former French 
colonies. 
 

40. Chilai-Kalan' 
Context: The 40-day harshest winter period in Kashmir, known in the local parlance as 'Chillai-Kalan', has begun 
with the upper reaches of the valley receiving snowfall. 
These 40 days are when the chances of snowfall are the highest and the maximum temperature drops 
considerably. 
 

41. Hunar Haat 
• Hunar Haats are organised by Ministry of Minority Affairs under USTTAD (Upgrading the Skills & Training 

in Traditional Arts/Crafts for Development) scheme. 

• The USTTAD scheme aims at preserving & promoting the rich heritage of the traditional arts & crafts of the 
Minority communities. 

• Hunar Haat is an exhibition of handicrafts and traditional products made by artisans from the Minority 
communities. 

• Aimed at promoting and supporting artisans from Minority communities and providing them domestic as 
well as international markets for displaying and selling their products. 

 

42. What are open market operations 
They are conducted by the RBI by way of sale or purchase of government securities (g-secs) to adjust money 
supply conditions. 
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• The central bank sells g-secs to suck out liquidity from the system and buys back g-secs to infuse liquidity 
into the system. 

• These operations are often conducted on a day-to-day basis in a manner that balances inflation while 
helping banks continue to lend. 

• The RBI uses OMO along with other monetary policy tools such as repo rate, cash reserve ratio and 
statutory liquidity ratio to adjust the quantum and price of money in the system. 

• When the RBI wants to increase the money supply in the economy, it purchases the government 
securities from the market and it sells government securities to suck out liquidity from the system.  

• RBI carries out the OMO through commercial banks and does not directly deal with the public.  
 

43. What are Microdots 
Context: Govt notifies rules for fixation of microdots identifiers on vehicles. 
What are microdots? 

• Microdot technology involves spraying the body and parts of the vehicle or any other machine with 
microscopic dots, which give a unique identification. 

• These microdot can be read physically with a microscope and identified with ultra violet light source. 

• The microdots and adhesive will become permanent fixtures/affixation which cannot be removed 
without damaging the asset, that is the vehicle itself. 

• Benefits: Use of this technology will help check theft of vehicles and also use of fake spare parts.    
 

44. “Oxygen Parlour'' At Nashik Railway Station To Combat Air Pollution 
To battle rising air pollution in cities, an ''Oxygen Parlour'' has 
been opened at Nashik railway station. 
It aims to provide an experience of breathing clean air to the 
commuters. 
The initiative comes with the efforts of the Airo Guard in 
collaboration with the Indian Railways. 
The parlour contains some unique plants that better absorb the 
five most harmful pollutants from the air. 
 

45. Tunnel Under Rohtang Pass To Be Named After Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
The government will name the strategic tunnel under Rohtang Pass after 
former prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on his birth anniversary on 
December 25th. 
Key facts: 

• The 8.8-km-long tunnel is the world's longest above an altitude of 
3,000 metres. 

• The tunnel will cut through Pir Panjal range. 

• The tunnel provides a temporary winter link to the outside world not 
only to residents of Lahaul and Spiti but also to those living in Zanskar 
Valley of Ladakh. 

• The Seri nullah default zone lies inside the tunnel. 
 

46. Bar-headed goose 
• Also known as Anser indicus, it is known to be one of the highest flying birds in the world. It can fly at 

altitudes of 25,000 feet, while migrating over the Himalayas, where oxygen and temperature levels are 
extremely low. 

• The species has been reported as migrating south from Tibet, Kazakhstan, Mongolia and Russia before 
crossing the Himalaya. 

• It is classified as “Least Concerned” as per the IUCN Red List. 
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47. Tibetan Gazelles 
• Also known as the Goa (Procapra picticaudata). 

• A species of antelope that inhabits the Tibetan plateau. 

• IUCN Status- Near Threatened. 

• Their fur lacks an undercoat, consisting of long guard hairs only, and is notably thicker in winter. 

• They are almost restricted to the Chinese provinces of Gansu, Xinjiang, Tibet, Qinghai, and Sichuan, with tiny 
populations in the Ladakh and Sikkim regions of India. 

 

48. Typhoon Phanfone 
• It is a typhoon that lashed the central Philippines recently. 

• It is known as Ursula in the local language in the Philippines. 

A typhoon is a mature tropical cyclone that develops between 180° and 100°E in the Northern Hemisphere. This 
region is referred to as the Northwestern Pacific Basin, and is the most active tropical cyclone basin on Earth, 
accounting for almost one-third of the world's annual tropical cyclones. 
 

49. Nari Shakti Puraskar 
• To acknowledge Women’s achievements, the Government of India confers Nari Shakti Puraskars on 

eminent women and institutions in recognition of their service towards the cause of women 
empowerment.  

• The Awards were initiated in the year 1999. 

• The Ministry of Women and Child Development announces these national level awards for eminent 
women, organisations and institutions. 

• The Nari Shakti Puraskar carries a cash award of Rs.1 Lakh and a certificate for individuals and institutions. 
 

50. National Anthem 
Context: On December 27, 1911, the National Anthem was first sung at the Calcutta session of the Congress. 
Key facts: 
‘Jana Gana Mana’ was adopted as the country’s National Anthem by the Constituent Assembly of India on 
January 24, 1950, the last day of its last session. 
Reverence to the National Anthem is a Fundamental duty as per Article 51A (a) of the Constitution. 
Originally written in Bengali, it is the first of five stanzas of a poem written and later set to notations by 
Rabindranath Tagore. 
 

51. Longest single spacewalk by a woman 
Context: US astronaut Christina Koch has set the record for the 
longest single spaceflight by a woman when she reached, and 
crossed, 289 days in her current mission. 
Koch has already made history once in her stay aboard the ISS. In 
October, she was part of the first all-female spacewalk, 
together with Jessica Meir. 
The previous record for women was set by another American, 
Peggy Whitson, in 2016-2017. 
 

52. Drake Passage 
It is the body of water between South America’s Cape Horn and 
the South Shetland Islands of Antarctica. 
It connects the southwestern part of the Atlantic Ocean (Scotia Sea) with the southeastern part of the Pacific 
Ocean and extends into the Southern Ocean. 
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It is the shortest crossing from Antarctica to any other landmass. There is no 
significant land anywhere around the world at the latitudes of Drake 
Passage, which is important to the unimpeded flow of the Antarctic 
Circumpolar Current which carries a huge volume of water through the Passage 
and around Antarctica. 
The passage is named after Sir Francis Drake, who was the first Englishman to 
circumnavigate the globe. 
 

53. Russia Avangard missile 
It is Russian military’s first Avangard hypersonic intercontinental ballistic 
missile (ICBM). 
It can fly 27 times the speed of sound. 
The missile system is a reentry body carried atop an existing ballistic missile, which has the capability to 
manoeuvre. It’s manoeuvring capability makes it difficult to predict its trajectory and gives it the ability to 
protect itself from the air and ballistic missile defences by delivering nuclear warheads to targets 
The Avangard missiles have a range of over 6,000 km, weigh approximately 2,000 kg and can withstand 
temperatures of over 2000 degree celsius. 
 

54. eBkry portal 
Context: Union Finance Ministry has recently launched the eBkry e-auction portal. 
Objective: To enable online auction by banks of attached assets transparently and cleanly for the improved 
realization of value. 
Key features: 

• It is framework for promoting online auction of assets attached by the banks. 

• It is equipped with the property search features and contains navigational links to all PSBs e-auction 
sites. 

• The framework aims to provide single-window access to information on properties. 
 

55. M.P. gets its first elephant colony in Bandhavgarh forest 
Context: Madhya Pradesh gets its first elephant colony. 
Located in Bandhavgarh forest. 
Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve: In 1968, it was notified as a national park and in 1993 was declared a tiger 
reserve- under the Project Tiger Network. 
It resides on the extreme north eastern border of Madhya Pradesh and the northern edges of the Satpura 
mountain ranges. 
 

56. Central Equipment Identity Register (CEIR) 
• The government has launched a web portal, ‘Central Equipment Identity Register (CEIR)’, to facilitate 

blocking and tracing of stolen/lost mobile phones in Delhi. 

• The web portal was first launched in Mumbai. 
Services provided: The launch of the project in Delhi will facilitate – request for blocking of stolen or lost mobile 
phone by customers; blocking of such mobile phones across mobile networks; sharing of traceability data with 
the Police; and unblocking of recovered/ found stolen or lost mobile phones. 
 
 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/

