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Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure. 

The whole object of reservation is to see that backward classes of citizens move 

forward so that they may march hand in hand with other citizens of India on an equal 

basis. Analyse. 
The Hindu 
The Print 
Why this question: 
The Supreme Court kept affluent SC, ST members out of quota benefits. The issue has again hit 
headlines after Modi govt demanded review of a 2018 Supreme Court verdict that excluded creamy 
layer in SCs, STs from quota benefits. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to find the reasons for the economic slowdown facing India and provide the structural 
measures needed to overcome the same. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define what is creamy layer and the current context – The Narendra Modi government’s demand for 
a review of a 2018 Supreme Court verdict in Jarnail Singh vs Lachhmi Narain Gupta case has brought 
focus back on the exclusion of ‘creamy layer’ within the Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes 
(ST) categories from reservation benefits 
Body: 
Discuss briefly the logic of creamy layer and its evolution through Supreme Court cases. 
The Union government has called upon the Supreme Court to form a seven-judge Bench to reconsider 
the formulation in M. Nagaraj vs Union of India (2006) that it should be applied to the SC and ST 
communities. This verdict was a reality check to the concept of reservation 
Explain the various challenges if creamy layer status is accepted among SC/ST. 
the question whether the exclusion of the advanced sections among SC/ST candidates can be 
disallowed only for promotions. 
Most of them may not fall under the ‘creamy layer’ category at the entry level, but after some years 
of service and promotions, they may reach an income level at which they fall under the ‘creamy 
layer’. 
Discuss the pros and cons of having creamy layer status among the SC/ST. 
Discuss what measures are needed to make Reservations ensure equality to all. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

The creamy layer concept distinguishes between the affluent among disadvantaged sections. These 

are “some members of a backward class who are highly advanced socially as well as economically 

and educationally.” The Union government has called upon the Supreme Court to form a seven-

judge Bench to reconsider the formulation in M. Nagaraj vs Union of India (2006) that it should be 

applied to the SC and ST communities. This verdict was a reality check to the concept of reservation. 

Body: 
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Article 335 of the Indian Constitution recognises that special measures need to be adopted for 

considering the claims of SCs and STs in order to bring them to a level-playing field. 

Creamy layer and its application to SC/ST: 

 Indra Sawhney vs Union of India: In its landmark 1992 decision, the Supreme Court had held 

that reservations under Article 16(4) could only be provided at the time of entry into 

government service but not in matters of promotion. 

 And the principle would operate only prospectively and not affect promotions already made 

and reservation already provided in promotions shall continue in operation for a period of 

five years from the date of the judgment. 

 More significantly, SC ruled that the creamy layer can be and must be excluded. 

 On June 17, 1995, Parliament, acting in its constituent capacity, adopted the seventy-

seventh amendment by which clause (4A) was inserted into Article 16 to enable 

reservation to be made in promotion for SCs and STs. 

 The validity of the amendment was challenged before the Supreme Court in the Nagaraj 

case (2006). 

 Upholding the validity of Article 16 (4A), the court then said that it is an enabling provision. 

 “The State is not bound to make reservation for the SCs and STs in promotions. But, if it 

seeks to do so, it must collect quantifiable data on three facets — the backwardness of the 

class; the inadequacy of the representation of that class in public employment; and the 

general efficiency of service as mandated by Article 335 would not be affected”. 

 The court ruled that the constitutional amendments do not abrogate the fundamentals of 

equality. 

Arguments Seeking Creamy Layer: 

 No class or caste remained homogeneously backward across time. 

 Rich among the SCs/STs are taking away the benefits, while leaving behind the deserving and 

impoverished ones. 

 95% members of these communities are at disadvantage. 

 The benefits of the reservation policy and the benefit of Government Schemes are not 

percolating down to the people who are in actual need of them. 

 This is perpetuating the problem of rich-poor divide. 

 Supreme Court in Nagraj vs Union of India case ruled that the people belonging for SC &ST 

should be classified into groups and the creamy layer should be excluded from reservation. 

 Once an individual has enjoyed the benefits of reservation he should give way for the next 

socially downtrodden people in his group. 

 Studies such as the Lokur Committee had shown that the benefits were not percolating 

down to genuine beneficiaries. 
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 Article 14, 15 and 16 ensure fundamental right of equality and social justice to all citizens, 

including protection of the actual backward and deprived within the SC/STs. 

 The intention of the framers of the Constitution ensures that benefits percolate to the right 

persons. 

Arguments against Creamy Layer: 

 Categorisation of SC & ST into creamy and non-creamy layers is taking away the hard fought 

rights of these groups. 

 The provisions for reservations for SC/ST are not for their economical benefits but for their 

social upliftment. 

 Thus, SC/ST reservations are applicable irrespective of the financial status of the 

beneficiaries. 

 Financial stability doesn’t always translate to social stability. 

Way forward: 

 A comprehensive piece of legislature that would deal with ambiguity related to reservation 

in promotions is needed. 

 The creamy layer of SC&ST community should take up the responsibility to help the 

backward section join the main-stream of the society, and work for their true development 

in a peaceful manner. 

 Improve the basic standards of the SC and ST. 

 Voluntary giving up of Reservation for the cause of poorer section of the group —E.g. Son of 

a Dalit doctor, Dalit Politician, Dalit Businessmen must give way the reserved space for the 

son of a Dalit landless labourer, or son of an urban wage earner. 

 India could learn from the experiences of Malaysian model of economic empowerment and 

South African policy for Blacks. 

 It is now for the court to decide for rooting out social and economic backwardness 

 The Act should try to rectify the current issues such as 

o Undefined parameters of efficiency. 

o Absence of transparency in evaluating backwardness and efficiency of STs/SCs 

o Presence of ambiguity regarding whole process of promotions in government 

services. 

Internet has emerged as a potent tool that can lead to socio- economic empowerment. 

In the light of this, is right to internet a good idea? Critically comment. 
The Hindu 
Livemint 
Why this question: 
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With the Internet blackout stretching for more than 120 days in Jammu and Kashmir, start-ups which 
began with much fanfare are closing down. This has led to loss of livelihoods of many in the valley 
state. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must explain the multiplier effect in detail, discuss the effect with examples and explain its 
contributions in different sectors. Finally, one must argue the pros and cons of making right to 
internet as a part of the fundamental right. 
Directive: 
Critically comment – When asked to comment, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘comment’ is prefixed, we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and 
form an overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief highlight the significance of internet as a tool. 
Body: 
Explain using examples in what way Internet had led to development, but it had also been a platform 
for spreading hate and fake news. Internet had led to an exponential rise in “anti-national activities.” 
Using the context of J&K in article, you can elaborate about the socio-economic injustice brought 
about in the society due to internet lockdown. 
Now bring out both pros and cons of use of internet to make it as a right. 
Discuss the need for effective, robust and comprehensive rules to govern the internet. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

The Internet has revolutionized the computer and communications world like nothing before. The 

invention of the telegraph, telephone, radio, and computer set the stage for this unprecedented 

integration of capabilities. The Internet represents one of the most successful examples of the 

benefits of sustained investment and commitment to research and development of information 

infrastructure. 

Body: 

Last year, the UN issued a declaration which was widely interpreted as an affirmation of access to 

Internet as a basic human right. 

Kerala this year. Promising to deliver a new optic fibre network, Wi-Fi transmission centres and free 

Internet facility to two million poor families, with this, the southern state joined a clutch of countries 

like Finland, Estonia, France, Spain, Greece and Costa Rica that have declared the Internet a basic 

human right—the precise legal commitments differ in each of these countries. 

Right to Internet access: 

The right to Internet access, also known as the right to broadband or freedom to connect, is the view 

that all people must be able to access the Internet in order to exercise and enjoy their rights to 

freedom of expression and opinion and other fundamental human rights, that states have a 

responsibility to ensure that Internet access is broadly available, and that states may not 

unreasonably restrict an individual’s access to the Internet. 
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Evolving Internet in India:  

 Commercial Internet services in India were launched in August 1995. 

 The initial launch of Internet in 1995 was with dial-up access speeds of upto 9.6 kbps. 

 The initial launch of Internet services was with a rate of Rs25, 000 for a 250-hour TCP/IP 

(Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol) account applicable for commercial 

organizations (amounting to Rs100 per hour). 

 The number of Internet users in India was expected to reach 450-465 million by June, 

according to the Internet and Mobile Association of India (Iamai) and market researcher 

IMRB. 

 Around 72% of Internet users in India are less than 35 years of age, 

 80% of all web traffic in India emanates from the mobile—second highest in the world, after 

Nigeria. 

 Total number of telephone subscribers were 1,210.84 million as of 17 June, according to 

Trai. 

 Wireless accounted for 1,186.84 million subscriptions. 

 Broadband subscribers stood at 301 million at the end of June, according to Trai. 

  

Internet has emerged as a potent tool that can lead to socio- economic empowerment: 

Internet has become quite useful in our daily public life as well. It is quite hard to ignore the need, 

importance and the value of internet in our daily life. Though there are countless uses of Internet in 

society, we have listed out here a few benefits of Internet for society. 

 Online Banking: In the world we live today, the role of Internet has tremendously grown. In 

the field of online banking, the advantages of internet are of pivotal importance. Earlier, 

there used to be manual banking work. It was quite difficult to handle banking and 

transaction online. Now, with the help of Internet it has been made quite easier to send and 

receive payments anywhere in the world. It has brought many positive economic impacts on 

our society. 

 Online Trade & E commerce: E-commerce is gaining popularity across the world. It is only 

because of Internet that doing business has become quite easier. Online buying and selling 

has become quite flexible. Online trade has changed the fortunes of millions of people 

across the world. It has revolutionized the social life. Therefore, it is another important social 

impact of internet on our lives. 

 Faster Connectivity: Due to Internet, the connectivity has become much faster. The 

distances have disappeared. The world has become global. It is quite easy to connect with 

each other. The virtual world has made it possible for us to get in touch easily with each 

other. The world has become a global village where the knowledge, ideas, information and 

everything flows quite easily from one place to another. It has the great benefits for society. 
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 Creation of More Jobs & More Income Opportunities: In Old times, the economy used to be 

limited and isolated. But with the advent of Internet the industries and world economies 

have come closer to each other. Thanks to Internet, millions of new jobs are being created. 

The economic advantages of internet for society have been witnessed. Millions of People are 

changing their lives with the help of Internet. This is one of the greatest benefit of Internet 

for society. 

 Spread of Education and Awareness: Internet has completely changed the system of 

education. Earlier there used to be the traditional and limited education system. Education 

has spread quickly via online learning. The online education system via internet has 

dramatically reduced the cost of education. It has become easily accessible and affordable. 

With the help of online videos platforms, teaching models and multiple audio, video and 

visual study material, the education and awareness has been spreading very fast. It is again 

one of the greatest social benefit of Internet for our lives. 

 The Role of Artificial Intelligence: Artificial Intelligence and machine learning has completely 

changed the scope and future of computer education. Artificial intelligence is proving quite 

beneficial for society. It is useful in every walk of life including in education, health, 

economy, trade, industry and in medial field. This great social benefit is again due to 

internet. 

 Role of Internet and Informational Technology in Medical and Health Field: We have 

studied that, in old times, millions of people suffered and died only because of disease that 

are commonly curable today. The diseases like Malaria, Typhoid and others had caused 

millions of people die in the past. Thanks to modern technology of today we have the cures 

of these diseases easily available. The medical field has greatly progressed because of 

Internet connectivity and information technology. 

Cons of use of internet to make it as a right: 

 Social Isolation: The excessive use of Internet has brought the issue of isolation of 

individuals, especially the younger ones, from the mainstream society. The excessive use of 

Internet badly impacts the psyche and mental capability of individuals. The youths feel less 

interested in current society. They are becoming more interested in virtual world. 

 The Internet Addiction: The Internet addiction refers to the excessive use of Internet by 

individual especially the young people. The internet addiction creates the problems of social 

isolation and disturbance in relations. The young people have no respect for the society, 

social values and elders in society. 

 Online Gaming: Game addiction has become a global issue today. Through internet millions 

of people play online games together. Many of the games are reported to be very 

dangerous, like PubG, blue whale etc. Especially, the young adults and children are badly 

involved in it. 

 Cyber bullying & Frauds: Previously, it was unthinkable to commit a crime online. 

Nowadays, with the increasing use of Internet, cybercrime is increasing day by day. Online 

frauds and deception has badly hit our society. It is again with the misuse of Internet that we 

are facing these issues today. 
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 E commerce and Frauds Associated with it: E commerce is relatively a new phenomenon in 

the developing world. Though in developed countries there are laws and regulations to 

prevent fraud and deception in e commerce business. Unfortunately, the developing 

countries are still struggling to find ways to prevent e commerce fraud. 

 Sexual Health Issues: The excessive use of Internet and porn addiction has been pushing our 

younger generation to the sexual health issues. This addiction has badly impacted the 

potency and capability of our younger generation. 

 Women Harassment: Internet has made it possible where people of different groups and 

different mindset come closer with each other. The instant and unrestricted online 

interaction has created the issue of harassment of individuals, especially, children, girls and 

women. 

 Privacy Issues: Privacy is the right of every individual. Unfortunately, in online world it has 

become quite hard rather impossible to safeguard one’s privacy. Our smart phones and 

various other internet services that we use, track down our movements. 

Conclusion: 

The usefulness of the Internet cannot be overstated and the government should do everything 

possible to bridge the digital divide among its constituents. But declaring access to the Internet as a 

citizen’s right is not a defensible proposition. 

What do you understand by the term ‘impeachment’ in Indian Polity? Compare and 

contrast the process of impeachment of the Presidents of India and the United States of 

America. (250 words). 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
Republican Donald Trump is likely this week to become the third U.S. president to be impeached 
when the Democratic-led House of Representatives votes on charges stemming from his effort to 
pressure Ukraine to investigate political rival Joe Biden. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question is straightforward and aims to throw light on the impeachment process of President in 
India and discuss in what way it is different from that in United States. 
Directive: 
Compare and Contrast – Identify the similarities and differences between two or more phenomena. 
Say if any of the shared similarities or differences are more important than others. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by explaining the significance of the post of President in India and in US. 
Body: 
Explain the term impeachment in context of Indian Polity. 
ARTICLE 61 provides the procedure for impeachment of the president. The president may also be 
removed before the expiry of the term through impeachment for violating the Constitution of India 
by the Parliament of India. 
Explain the procedure of impeachment in both the countries; discuss how they are different from 
each other. Explain the significance of the process in the respective constitution. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance of impeachment in a democratic country. 
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Introduction:  

Part V of the Constitution (The Union) under Chapter I (The Executive) lists out the qualification, 

election and impeachment of the President of India. Article 61 provides for the Procedure for 

Impeachment of the President of India. 

Body: 

The provisions under article 61 include 

(1) When a President is to be impeached for violation of the Constitution, the charge shall be 

preferred by either House of Parliament. 

(2) No such charge shall be preferred unless – 

(a) the proposal to prefer such charge is contained in a resolution which has been moved after at 

least fourteen days’ notice in writing signed by not less than one-fourth of the total number of 

members of the House has been given of their intention to move the resolution, and 

(b) Such resolution has been passed by a majority of not less than two-thirds of the total 

membership of the House. 

(3) When a charge has been so preferred by either House of Parliament, the other House shall 

investigate the charge or cause the charge to be investigated and the President shall have the right 

to appear and to be represented at such investigation. 

(4) If as a result of the investigation a resolution is passed by a majority of not less than two-thirds of 

the total membership of the House by which the charge was investigated or caused to be 

investigated, declaring that the charge preferred against the President has been sustained, such 

resolution shall have the effect of removing the President from his office as from the date on which 

the resolution is so passed. 

Impeachment is a provision that allows Congress to remove the President of the United States. 

Under the US Constitution, the House of Representatives (Lower House) has the “the sole power of 

impeachment” while the Senate (Upper House) has “the sole power to try all impeachments”. 

The Chief Justice of the US Supreme Court has the duty of presiding over impeachment trials in the 

Senate. 
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Grounds for impeachment: 

 The President can be removed from office for “treason, bribery, or other high crimes and 

misdemeanours”. 

 Essentially, it means an abuse of power by a high-level public official. This does not 

necessarily have to be a violation of an ordinary criminal statute. 

 Historically, in the US, it has encompassed corruption and other abuses, including trying to 

obstruct judicial proceedings. 

Process of impeachment: 

 It begins with an investigation by a House committee. If they find that there is enough 

evidence of wrongdoing, it will refer the matter to the full House. 

 House Vote: When the full House votes, if one or more of the articles of impeachment gets a 

majority vote, the President is impeached. Next, the proceedings move to the Senate. 

 Senate Trial & Vote: The Senate holds a trial, overseen by the chief justice of the Supreme 

Court. A team of lawmakers from the House, known as managers, play the role of 

prosecutors. The President has defence lawyers, and the Senate serves as the jury. If at least 

two-thirds of the Senators present find the President guilty, he is removed and the Vice 

President takes over as President. 

Conclusion: 
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No U.S. President has ever been removed from office as a direct result of impeachment and 

conviction by the Congress. President Nixon quit in 1974 rather than face impeachment. Presidents 

Andrew Johnson in 1868 and Bill Clinton in 1998 were impeached by the House. But both stayed in 

office after the Senate acquitted them. 

Constitutional Morality necessitates a co-existence of freedom and self- imposed 

restraint. Examine.  (250 words) 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
On the occasion of Constitution Day, at a joint sitting of Parliament to mark the 70th anniversary of 
the adoption of the Constitution, President Ram Nath Kovind, (quoting B.R. Ambedkar) made a 
significant observation that all three organs of the state, persons occupying constitutional posts, civil 
society members, and citizens should abide by ‘constitutional morality’. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain what constitutional morality is and discuss the significance of the necessary coexistence 
freedom and self-restraint. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define what you understand by constitutional morality. 
Body: 
Recently, concerns are increasingly being voiced by different segments of people regarding violations 
of the Constitution by those in authority; about the future of democracy and democratic traditions 
are growing across the world. 
Explain that in quite a few democracies, one can also perceive a decrease in democratic freedoms 
and a trend in favour of illiberal populism. India was hitherto perceived to be an exception to this, 
being protected by safeguards found in its Constitution — the product of a Constituent Assembly that 
consisted of not only the best legal minds, but also of compassionate individuals who espoused the 
finest human values. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by highlighting the challenges and suggest that such policies and acts by the govt. are 
portents of danger, and call for a great deal of introspection. They merit a calibrated response. 
 

Introduction: 

Constitutional morality means adherence to the core principles of the constitutional democracy. In 

Dr. Ambedkar’s perspective, Constitutional morality would mean an effective coordination between 

conflicting interests of different people and the administrative cooperation to resolve the amicably 

without any confrontation amongst the various groups working for the realization of their ends at 

any cost. 

Body: 

Importance of Constitutional Morality: 

 Constitutional Morality is not limited only to following the constitutional provisions literally 

but vast enough to ensure the ultimate aim of the Constitution. 
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 A socio-juridical scenario providing an opportunity to unfold the full personhood of every 

citizen, for whom and by whom the Constitution exists. 

 Constitutional morality is committed to certain features of it such as commitment to liberty, 

constitutional supremacy, Parliamentary form of government and self-restraint, rule of law, 

equality, intolerance for corruption, etc. 

 Constitutional Morality is a sentiment to be cultivated in the minds of a responsible citizen 

but to be promoted by an independent judiciary embodied with values and ethics. 

 The central elements of constitutional morality were freedom and self-restraint. 

 The Constitution was made possible by a constitutional morality that was liberal at its core 

and not just in the ideological sense. 

Recent challenges to Constitutional Morality: 

 Dilution of article 370: 

o The fact that Article 370 was a temporary provision has been used to dilute it. 

o Nevertheless, it was a provision made in the Constitution for a specific purpose, 

which clearly required more detailed and careful treatment before being abruptly 

invalidated. 

 Federalism: 

o While the Indian Constitution provides for a federal system with a unitary bias, the 

Central and State Governments both derive their authority from the Constitution. 

o This implies that States are not exactly subordinate to the Centre. 

o Splitting Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) into two Union Territories, without due 

consultation with different segments and shades of opinion there, including its 

political leadership, ran contrary to this essential principle. 

o This violated the spirit, if not the letter, of the Constitution. 

 Post poll dilemma in Maharashtra: 

o The drama enacted after the Maharashtra State Assembly results were announced 

could have been avoided if constitutional proprieties were adhered to. 

o The pre-election alliance of the BJP-Shiv Sena had secured a majority. But the 

inability of the two allies to resolve issues relating to sharing of power led to a 

breakdown. 

o President’s rule had to be invoked. After a compromise was reached between the 

Shiv Sena, the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) and the Congress to form a 

government, the President’s rule was revoked using the Prime Minister’s ‘special 

powers’, and a BJP-led government was sworn in. 

o The State also witnessed incidents such as sequestering of MLAs who were taken to 

safe havens to avoid poaching in the event of a trial of strength. 
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o The provisions of the Constitution and the position of constitutional functionaries 

had been compromised. 

 Secularism: 

o Secularism has remained a part of Indian culture since ages. 

o However, some biases are beginning to emerge in many circles in India. 

o In its seminal judgment in S.R. Bommai case held that secularism is part of the basic 

structure of the Constitution (the doctrine of Basic structure upheld in Kesavananda 

Bharati v. State of Kerala case, 1973) and cannot be trifled with in the name of 

security or other considerations. 

 Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA): 

o The CAA only makes it easier for refugees from countries such as Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh and Pakistan to gain Indian citizenship. 

o However, it excludes certain categories, such as Muslims. This denies people 

belonging to one particular religion recourse to the new law. 

o The critics argue that this act violates the Constitution’s Article 14 and 15 which 

guarantees the fundamental right to equality to all persons. 

Conclusion: 

Constitution has been the guarantor of equal treatment to people of all religions and regions 

irrespective of geography and history. Thus, Constitutional morality is important for constitutional 

laws to be effective. 

Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local 

levels and challenges therein. 

The new citizenship law goes against Gandhi’s idea of civic nationalism. Critically 

examine.(250 words) 
Indian Express 
Why this question: 
The article brings out the significance of the principle that every Indian is equal before the law — 
enshrined in the Indian Constitution. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must critically analyse in what way the new citizenship law goes against Gandhi’s idea of civic 
nationalism. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Start by explaining the coming of the Act in action and the effects of it. 
Body: 
Explain first the idea of Gandhi’s civic nationalism. 
A striking feature of Gandhi’s civic nationalism was his insistence that India is not an exclusively 
Hindu civilisation. His political genius lay in reconciling the complex social and religious fabric of 
traditional Indian society with the modern phenomenon of nationalism and the struggle for 
independence. As such, more than being the “father of the Indian nation” he could be remembered 
as the architect of an inter-faith, inter-cultural India. What Gandhi did was to give different religious 
communities, for the first time, a sense of involvement in the Indian nation’s destiny. 
Take hints from the article and discuss 
Conclusion: 
Conclude  with relevance of his thoughts even today. 
 

Introduction: 

Civic nationalism, also known as liberal nationalism, is a form of nationalism identified by political 

philosophers who believe in an inclusive form of nationalism that adheres with traditional liberal 

values of freedom, tolerance, equality, and individual rights. The principle that every Indian is equal 

before the law — enshrined in the Indian Constitution — is an ideal Mahatma Gandhi fought for all 

his life. 

Body: 

Recently, the Parliament passed the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 2019 which received the 

President’s assent to become an Act. The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 seeks to amend the 

Citizenship Act, 1955. Critics argue that it is violative of Article 14 of the Constitution (which 

guarantees the right to equality and applicable to both the citizens and foreigners) and the principle 

of secularism enshrined in the preamble of the constitution. India has several other refugees that 

include Tamils from Sri Lanka and Hindu Rohingya from Myanmar. They are not covered under the 

Act. Thus, in light of this, Gandhi’s idea of civic nationalism is imperative. 

Gandhi’s idea of civic nationalism: 

 A striking feature of Gandhi’s civic nationalism was his insistence that India is not an 

exclusively Hindu civilization. 

 His political genius lay in reconciling the complex social and religious fabric of traditional 

Indian society with the modern phenomenon of nationalism and the struggle for 

independence. 

 Gandhi did not make the religious element an integral part of his civic nationalism. 

 He abstained from any reference to Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism or Jainism in his definition of 

swaraj. 

 He continually defined and defended Indian nationalism through his belief in the truth of all 

religions. 

 Gandhi’s action was shaped by his conviction that all religious boundaries are arbitrary and 

false. He was convinced that a mere doctrinaire approach to religion will not help 

consolidate the foundations of Indian civic nationalism. 
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 Gandhi never accepted the argument that Hindus and Muslims constituted two separate 

elements in Indian society. 

 He expressed sympathy for Muslims and the Khilafat movement at the Delhi Imperial War 

Conference in 1918 and later, followed it up with a letter to the Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford. 

Conclusion: 

Gandhi was convinced that despite many social and political contradictions, and the tragedy of 

Partition, India would become a secular, democratic republic. However, the new CAA act, NRC and 

NPR are being perceived as a divisive force against the Indian constitutional ethos. 

Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 

powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

The parliamentary standing committees are often described as ‘mini Parliament’, where 

the members are able to work outside of the party whip. Discuss their significance, 

challenges faced and measures needed for effective operations. (250 words) 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
Rajya Sabha Chairman Venkaiah Naidu on Thursday pulled up members for skipping meetings of the 
standing committees. He said that only 18 members attended all the 41 meetings of the eight panels 
since their reconstitution in September last. The reprimand comes in the backdrop of Opposition 
parties’ constant criticism that the government bypasses all parliamentary scrutiny by not routing 
key legislations via the standing committees. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss importance of parliamentary standing committees, their key functions, roles 
and responsibilities and justify their significance. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define what are parliamentary committees. 
Body: 
Discuss in detail the following points: 
What are Parliamentary standing committees? Their purposes? 
Explain why is it in news. 
Discuss the role and significance of parliamentary standing committees. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with their importance. 
 

Introduction: 

In the Indian Parliament, a Standing committee is a committee consisting of Members of Parliament. 

It is a permanent and regular committee which is constituted from time to time according to the 

provisions of an Act of Parliament or Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business. Both houses of 

Parliament, Rajya Sabha, and Lok Sabha have similar Committee structures with a few exceptions. 
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Parliamentary committees draw their authority from Article 105 (on privileges of Parliament 

members) and Article 118 (on Parliament’s authority to make rules for regulating its procedure 

and conduct of business). 

Body: 

Significance of Parliamentary Standing Committees: 

 Parliament is the embodiment of the people’s will. Committees are an instrument of 

Parliament for its own effective functioning. 

 Committees are platforms for threadbare discussion on a proposed law. 

 The smaller cohort of lawmakers, assembled on the basis of the proportional strength of 

individual parties and interests and expertise of individual lawmakers, could have more 

open, intensive and better-informed discussions. 

 Committee meetings are ‘closed door’ and members are not bound by party whips, which 

allows them the latitude for a more meaningful exchange of views as against discussions in 

full and open Houses where grandstanding and party positions invariably take precedence. 

 Members of Parliament may have great acumen but they would require the assistance of 

experts in dealing with such situations. It is through committees that such expertise is 

drawn into law-making. 

 Executive accountability to the legislature is enforced through questions in Parliament also, 

which are answered by ministers. However, department standing committees go one step 

further and hear from senior officials of the government in a closed setting, allowing for 

more detailed discussions. 

 This mechanism also enables parliamentarians to understand the executive processes 

closely. 

Role of committees: 

 Support Parliament’s work. 

 Examine ministerial budgets, consider Demands for Grants, analyse legislation and scrutinise 

the government’s working. 

 Examine Bills referred to by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha or the Speaker, Lok Sabha. 

 Consideration of Annual Reports. 

 Consideration of national basic long term policy documents presented to the House and 

referred to the Committee by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha or the Speaker, Lok Sabha. 

Challenges faced: 

 Persistent absenteeism from meetings of department-related standing committees should 

cost MPs their spot on these parliamentary panels was a strong view that emerged during a 

meeting of chairpersons of the committees with Rajya Sabha chairman M Venkaiah Naidu 

recently. 
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 Eleven of the 22 Bills introduced in the ongoing session of Parliament have been passed, 

which makes it a highly productive session after many years. 

 But these Bills have been passed without scrutiny by parliamentary standing committees, 

their purpose being to enable detailed consideration of a piece of legislation. 

 After the formation of the 17th Lok Sabha, parliamentary standing committees have not 

been constituted as consultations among parties are still under way. 

 Partly as a result of this, the Bills were passed without committee scrutiny. They were 

discussed in Parliament over durations ranging between two and five hours. 

Measures needed: 

 Parliamentary committees don’t have dedicated subject-wise research support available. 

The knowledge gap is partially bridged by expert testimony from government and other 

stakeholders. 

 Their work could be made more effective if the committees had full-time, sector-specific 

research staff. 

 The national commission to review the working of the Constitution has recommended that 

in order to strengthen the committee system, research support should be made available to 

them. 

 Currently, the rules of Parliament don’t require every bill to be referred to a parliamentary 

committee for scrutiny. While this allows the government greater flexibility and the ability to 

speed up legislative business, it comes at the cost of ineffective scrutiny by the highest law-

making body. 

 Mandatory scrutiny of all bills by parliamentary committees would ensure better planning 

of legislative business. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, the PSC act as check and balance which must be constituted at the earliest. 

Do you think that states’ operational freedom to perform within their specified 

jurisdictions is highly truncated in the country? Examine in the backdrop of cooperative 

and competitive federalism that India subscribes to. (250 words) 
Financial Express 

Why this question: 
The article brings about India’s eroding cooperative federalism in detail. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss the provisions of constitution with respect to cooperative federalism and 
analyse in what way the operational freedom of states is being curtailed by the 
centre against the concept of federalism that India subscribes to. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) 
in detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to 
the topic in question. While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues 
are important and their implications. 
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Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In short highlight the principles of federalism that India subscribes to. 
Body: 
Discuss and highlight the issues concerning the federal aspects in the country. 
Discuss few recent examples wherein the States have been controlled by the centre 
and the idea of cooperative federalism has been threatened and curtailed. 
Take hints from the article and explain. 
Suggest what needs to be done to overcome the issue. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with suitable solutions and highlight the importance of upholding the 
constitutional values pertaining to federalism in the country. 
 

Introduction:  

 

India is quasi-federal, with powers and resources being highly tilted in favour of the Union. 

The Constitution provided for institutions like inter-state councils to serve as a platform for 

consultation between the centre and the states, and these have laid the foundation for cooperative 

federalism. Institutions such as the National Development Council, set up along with the Planning 

Commission, now replaced by NITI Aayog served to promote cooperative federalism. 

 

Body: 

 

Reduced autonomy of the states vis-à-vis the Centre: 

 

 In the Union’s actual functioning, states’ autonomy within their assigned jurisdictions, instead of 

being enlarged, has, in fact, been curbed.  

 Over the years, states have come to function more as agents of the Union than as autonomous 

units.  

 Jammu and Kashmir, a full-fledged state, was split into two union territories at the time when 

there was Governor’s rule and the state assembly was in suspension. This was done without 

ascertaining the views of the State Legislature in contravention of Article 3 of the Constitution. 

 The 14th FC hiked the states’ share in the Centre’s tax revenues by 10 ppt at one go—from the 

13th FC’s 32% recommendation to 42%—to promote states’ autonomy in resource allocation.  

 But, the Centre mobilised revenues by levying cesses and surcharges, not included in the divisible 

pool. Hence, cesses and surcharges’ share in the Centre’s gross tax revenues shot up to 15.7% in 

FY18 from 9.43% in FY12, shrinking the divisible pool of resources available for transfers to states. 

 Despite the 14th FC recommending an increase in devolution, devolution during its award period 

as a percentage of gross tax revenue of the Union was 34.26% as compared to 27.88% during the 

award period of the 13th FC. 

 The CAG, in its reports, has highlighted the issue of underutilization of the proceeds from cesses. 

It has also pointed out that the monies raised for specific purposes through some of the cesses 

have been diverted for other purposes by the Centre. 

 Following the restructuring and rationalization of the Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) in FY16, 

the burden on states’ resources has increased considerably. Its implication is that states now have 

to spend more on schemes that they merely implement. 
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 The states have to contribute a larger chunk of resources to finance CSS, they lose the freedom to 

allocate resources on their need-based schemes. 

 the additional terms of reference (AToR) given to the 15th FC. Specifically, towards the end of its 

tenure, the Commission was asked “to examine whether a separate mechanism for funding of 

defence and internal security ought to be set up and if so, how such a mechanism could be 

operationalized”. 

 Defence is in the Union list and, therefore, the responsibility of the Union government, while 

internal security is largely the states’ responsibility. If states requisition paramilitary forces, they 

bear the expenses. It is not, therefore, an issue that should legitimately come under the domain 

of the Finance Commission. 

 the recent drastic cut in corporate tax, with its adverse impact on the divisible pool, and not 

releasing GST compensation to states falling short of the stipulated growth on time, as agreed 

upon, would deter the promotion of cooperative federalism. 

 

However, the recent implementation of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) can be cited as a 

remarkable act of cooperation between the states and the Union. After all, the states have agreed to 

give up their autonomy with respect to nine state taxes. 

 

Way forward: 

 

 Greater devolution of power to states. Ideally union should have only those powers which state 

can’t handle and requires national unity like in the form of matters like defence, communication, 

foreign policy etc. This has been iterated by Sarkaria as well as Punchi commissions 

 Union government consulting states before legislating over the matters of state list. 

 Improved and efficient use of inter-state and zonal councils. It should inquire and advise on 

disputes, discuss subjects common to all states and make recommendations for better policy 

coordination. 

 Increased fund devolution to states by the centre by taking in concerns of states wrt to the 

Terms of Reference of 15th Finance Commission. 

 Using NITI Aayog efficiently with increased participation of states and making it functioning 

more democratic. Mistakes of its predecessor should not be repeated. 

 Legislations related to contentious issues like land, labour and natural resources should be left to 

the states, as the state will promote best practices. This will also enable greater investment and 

economic activity in states with a favourable regulatory framework. 

 States having a say in appointment and removal of governor. 

 Healthy competition between the states should be encouraged. 

 To deal with issues related to international treaties, WTO obligations, or the environment, an 

institutional mechanism must be evolved where important decisions are appropriately discussed 

with states. 

Conclusion:  

India can only achieve its ambitious growth targets by enhancing competitiveness at all 

levels of government. Instituting a system of cooperative and competitive federalism has been a 

hallmark of India’s policy-making in the past five years and has achieved considerable results. 

Cooperative and competitive federalism are complementary ideas that will drive India’s growth story 

in the coming decades. 
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What are local bodies? Enumerate their key objectives. Discuss the causative factors of 

undue delay in conducting elections for these local bodies and highlight the impact of 

the same. (250 Words) 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The article highlights the undue delay witnessed recently in conducting 
Elections for local bodies in Tamil Nadu. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss briefly the concept of local bodies enshrined in Indian constitution and the key objectives of 
the same and analyse the causes and impact of the delay in their elections. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: Explain what are local bodies?; institutions of local self-governance, which look 
after the administration of an area or small 
Community such as villages, towns, or cities. 
Body: 
Explain the basic features of these local bodies- 
Provide democratic and accountable government for local communities 
To ensure the provision of services to communities in a sustainable manner 
To promote social and economic development 
To promote a safe and healthy environment; and 
To encourage the involvement of communities and community organizations in the matters of local 
government. 
Discuss the reasons for such delays in the elections – lack of political will, Interference of judiciary, 
Administrative lapses and political litigation etc. 
Explain the impact of such delays on the functioning. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Political will coupled with enthusiastic community participation is the need of the hour 
to revive the state of local bodies in our country. 
 

Introduction:  

Local bodies are institutions of the local self-governance, which look after the administration 

of an area or small community such as villages, towns, or cities. The 73rd Amendment Act was 

related to village local self-government and inserted Part IX containing Articles 243 to 243-O in the 

Constitution. The 74th Amendment Act was related to municipal local government and it inserted 

Part IX A containing Articles 243P to 243ZG in the Constitution. 

The Local bodies in India are broadly classified into two categories. The local bodies 

constituted for local planning, development and administration in the rural areas are referred as 

Rural Local Bodies (Panchayats) and the local bodies, which are constituted for local planning, 

development and administration in the urban areas are referred as Urban Local Bodies 

(Municipalities). 

Body: 

The objectives of the local self-government bodies: 
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 A Regulator, namely the administration of various acts and regulations 

 A Provider, that involves providing urban services efficiently and equitably by managing its 

accounts effectively and efficiently. 

 An Agent that takes the schemes of higher levels government to the people. This 

 includes promotion of popular participation 

 A Welfare Agency, which provides active assistance to higher level governments in the equitable 

distribution and delivery 

 An Agent of Development, who strives for improvement in the quality of life through the 

augmentation of infrastructure. 

Causative factors for delay in conduction of timely elections: 

 

 Three years the due date in 2016, rural local bodies in Tamil Nadu will witness elections in the 

last week of this month. 

 Administrative lapses and political litigation over ward delimitation in various local bodies as per 

latest population figures in the 2011 Census resulted in the unprecedented delay.  

 Originally announced on time in 2016, the notification was cancelled by the Madras High Court, 

citing irregularities in it.  

 Since then, the issue of delimitation, the announcement of new districts and occasional litigation 

have contributed to the delay in elections. 

 The attitude of the political parties towards the importance of local bodies has been quite 

lukewarm.  

 The posts of the heads of various local bodies are politicized. This hampers devolution of funds 

and letting the various tiers work independently.  

 District panchayats frequently undermined as most parties consider them as a redundant third 

tier among Panchayati raj institutions.  

 Including local self-government bodies as partners in development is still a far cry. 

Measures needed: 

 Under a Supreme Court order, polls for all local bodies will have to be held, except in those 

districts that have been divided recently to create new ones. 

 Education and awareness to the citizens about the importance of LSG should be provided. 

Conclusion: 

The significance of local self-government lies in the numerous benefits that it bestows upon 

the inhabitants of the areas it operates in. It functions as a school of democracy wherein citizens are 

imparted political and popular education regarding issues of local and national importance. It 

develops qualities of initiatives, tolerance and compromise- so essential for the working of 
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democracy. It not only relieves congestion at the centre but it also checks the increasing power of 

democracy. It stands positively for the distribution and diffusion of power leading to administrative 

de- concentration and de- centralization. Being closer to the original base, it finds solution for local 

problems more efficiently. 

Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary 

Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and 

formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity. 

The use of Section 144 is the latest weapon used for political purposes against critics at 

the national and state levels, but it is hardly a new law having first been used during the 

colonial era against Indians. Critically discuss. (250 words) 
Indian Express 
Deccan Herald 
Why this question: 
As protests against the controversial Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019, continue to gain 
momentum, the government has resorted to the coercive step of imposing Section 144 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) in different cities across India. In Bengaluru, Section 
144 has been imposed from December 19 to December 21. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question wants us to express our knowledge and understanding about the RTI act. The 
recent proposed changes in the RTI act and how it could lead to subversion of the 
objectives of right to information. 
Directive: 
Critically discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by 
going through the details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have 
to give reasons for both for and against arguments. When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to 
a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair 
judgement. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define the provision of Sec 144 CrPC. Provide the background of it being applied across 
various Indian cities. 
It gives the government the “power to issue order in urgent cases of nuisance of 
apprehended danger”. 
Administrations frequently cite powers under Section 144 CrPC to prohibit assemblies of five 
or more individuals, or to order mobile phone companies to block voice, SMS, or Internet 
communications in one or more small or large geographical areas. 
Body: 
Discuss the various powers available under this section and how it reminds of the colonial 
era laws to subjugate citizens. 
Discuss how the Sec 144 is misused? 
Students of different universities are peacefully protesting and registering their dissent 
against CAA. The imposition of Section 144 in such a scenario is extremely arbitrary. 
Discuss how it affects the fundamental rights of individuals. Provide substantiations using SC 
judgements 
In a recent judgement in Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan vs Union of India and Anr., the 
Supreme Court held that it [the order to impose Section 144] was not unconstitutional but 
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the apex court recognised the right to protest and asked the government and police to 
frame guidelines 
Provide measures against the misuse of it 
Conclusion: 
Based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
Introduction:      

With rise in the protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act hitting the streets in large numbers 

in several states, state governments sought to tamp down on the demonstrations by issuing 

prohibitory orders under Section 144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), 1973. Section 144 

was imposed in Bengaluru for three days, while the entire state of Uttar Pradesh remains under this 

provision. 

Body: 

Section 144 of CrPC: 

 Section 144 of CrPC, a law retained from the colonial era, empowers a district magistrate, a 

sub-divisional magistrate or any other executive magistrate specially empowered by the 

state government in this behalf to issue orders to prevent and address urgent cases of 

apprehended danger or nuisance. 

 The magistrate has to pass a written order which may be directed against a particular 

individual, or to persons residing in a particular place or area, or to the public generally 

when frequenting or visiting a particular place or area. 

 In emergency cases, the magistrate can pass these orders without prior notice to the 

individual against whom the order is directed. 

Reminisces of the colonial past: 

 The history of this Section goes back to British Raj. Section 144 was used for the first time in 

1861 by the British Raj, and thereafter became an important tool to stop all nationalist 

protests during the India’s Independence Struggle. 

 The law is analogous to other 

Powers of the administration under Section 144: 

 The magistrate can direct any person to abstain from a certain act or to take a certain order 

with respect to certain property in his possession or under his management. 

 This usually includes restrictions on movement, carrying arms and from assembling 

unlawfully. 

 It is generally believed that assembly of three or more people is prohibited under Section 

144. However, it can be used to restrict even a single individual. 

 Such an order is passed when the magistrate considers that it is likely to prevent, or tends to 

prevent, obstruction, annoyance or injury to any person lawfully employed, or danger to 

human life, health or safety, or a disturbance of the public tranquillity, or a riot, of an affray. 

 No order passed under Section 144 can remain in force for more than two months from the 

date of the order. 
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 The state government can extend this, but not more than six months. 

Issues related to Section 144: 

 The term cases of apprehended danger or nuisance are too broad and wide enough to give 

absolute power to a magistrate. 

 The immediate remedy against such an order is a revision application to the magistrate 

himself. 

 An aggrieved individual can approach the High Court by filing a writ petition (article 226) if 

his fundamental rights are at stake. This however is a time taking process. 

 The rules for suspending telecommunication services, which include voice, mobile internet, 

SMS, landline, fixed broadband, etc., are the Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services 

(Public Emergency or Public Safety) Rules, 2017. These Rules derive their powers from the 

Indian Telegraph Act of 1885, Section 5(2) of which talks about interception of messages in 

the “interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India”. 

 However, Section 144 CrPC has often been used to clamp down on telecommunication 

services and order Internet shutdowns 

 Police cannot issue these directions because they are not the proper authorities to permit 

internet shutdown. 

Measures needed: 

 The Supreme Court in various cases like Dr Ram Manohar Lohiya case 1967 has held that 

“no democracy can exist if ‘public order’ is freely allowed to be disturbed by a section of the 

citizens”. 

 The court has held that such a provision can be used only in grave circumstances for 

maintenance of public peace. The emergency must be sudden and the consequences 

sufficiently grave. 

 The spirit of the law must be followed in it’s true spirit. 

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

Technology has enabled blind and visually-impaired people to access mainstream 

services but there is a definite need to comply with the accessibility guidelines issued in 

the interest of millions of such users. Discuss. 
The Hindustan Times 
Why this question: 
Divyangs as the persons facing any disability are more aptly called, form an important segment of 
our population. 3rd December is International Day of Persons with Disabilities. With rise in the 
proliferation of Digital India, digital access for the Divyangs has highlighted the issue of inclusive 
growth in India . It is therefore important to analyze the issue. 
Key demand of the question: 
The questions wants us to discuss in detail how the Banks and technology developers either lack 
awareness about accessibility or do not consider visually-impaired people an integral part of their 
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user base. The need to undertake Divyang-Friendly measures at planning stage for ensuring inclusive 
growth 
Directive: 
Discuss- This is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. We also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly highlight the increasing digital connectivity in India across all the realms. Give the various 
scenarios where the Divyangs are facing difficulties in accessing Internet and its applications. 
Body: 
Discuss in detail the various challenges faced in the accessing technological platforms for basic living. 
Explain that it is unarguable that for ”Sugamya Bharat” or “Accessible India” to become a reality, 
there is a need to focus not just on accessibility of the built environment but also on information 
accessibility for the differently abled. 
Often the understanding of accessibility is misconstrued by limiting it only to the built physical 
environment. Forms of communication and information such as websites, apps, documents, 
television broadcasts, and the various other communication mediums and devices stay forgotten 
while discussing accessibility for the disabled. 
Mention that the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act 2016 mandates that all public facilities and 
services including financial and banking services should be accessible to all. 
Provide measures to overcome the digital inaccessibility and promote inclusiveness. 

Conclusion: 
Based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
 

Introduction: 

The Reserve Bank of India mandates that banking should be inclusive for persons with disabilities. 

Inclusion does not merely imply having accessibility provisions at the bank. Online banking facilities 

also need to be made accessible. At a time when we have ATMs, internet banking, e-Wallets, Apps 

and other technologically advanced banking services and digital platforms, all financial services 

should be fully accessible. 

 Increasing digital connectivity in India: 

 With more than half a billion internet subscribers, India is one of the largest and fastest-

growing markets for digital consumers, but adoption is uneven among 

 As digital capabilities improve and connectivity becomes omnipresent, technology is poised 

to quickly and radically change nearly every sector of India’s economy. 

 More than 12,000 rural post office branches have been linked digitally and soon payment 

banking would also become a reality for them. 

 Various challenges faced by Divyangs in the accessing technological platforms for basic living: 

 People of differing abilities obviously face different challenges in accessing the Internet. 

 Persons with visual impairments can face challenges in the lack of compatibility of Web 

content with screen readers, which are software applications that provide computer-

synthesized speech output of what appears on the screen, as well as equivalent text 

provided in the back-end code. 
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 For persons with motor impairments, such as limited or no use of fingers or hands, the 

barriers are created by cluttered layout, buttons and links that are too small, and other 

important navigability considerations (such as requiring the use of a pointing device) that 

can render entire sites and functions unusable. 

 For persons with hearing impairments, the lack of textual equivalents of audio content can 

cut off large portions of the content of a site, and interactive Web chats and other 

conferencing features may be impossible. 

 People with speech and communication impairments can also be excluded from interactive 

Web chats and other conferencing features. 

 For persons with cognitive impairments, such as autism, dementia, or traumatic brain injury, 

issues of design, layout, and navigability are the difference between being able to use a site 

and not being able to use it. 

 People with specific learning disabilities, depending on their nature, may face the same 

barriers as people with visual impairments or people with cognitive impairments. 

 For people with seizure disorders, rates of flickering and flash can jeopardize their health. 

Accessibility Policies in India 

 In India, about 60 million people are disabled and 42.5% of them are women while 75% of 

people with disabilities come from rural areas. In India, there is a confluence of barriers to 

accessibility with inaccessible and unaffordable technologies, inaccessible websites and 

unsupportive laws. 

 The right to full participation in society and equality of disabled individuals in India was 

recognized through the Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights & 

Full Participation) Act which was enacted in India in 1995. 

 India is also a signatory to both UNCRPD (2006) and Biwako Millennium framework towards 

an Inclusive, Barrier-free and Rights-based Society for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and 

the Pacific (2002). 

 While there is no specific legislation in India which ensures the right of disabled persons to 

access ICT’s, The National Telecom Policy 2011 strategizes the need to recognize “telecom 

and broadband connectivity as a basic necessity like education and health and work towards 

‘Right to Broadband’.” 

 The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act 2016 mandates that all public facilities and 

services including financial and banking services should be accessible to all. 

 Way forward: 

 Regulation including accessibility in licensing conditions and authorizations. 

 Voluntary measures such as codes of conducts, guidelines, setting up committees to monitor 

and promote implementation. 

 Developing technical standards to meet accessibility requirements and promote 

interoperability with assistive technologies. 
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 Incorporating accessible ICT definitions and language in existing ICT legislation. 

 Include persons with disabilities and elderly as eligible groups for services, subsidies and 

programs under Universal Service and Universal Access funds. These funds can also be used 

to promote use of accessible ICT in rural and remote communities. 

 Requiring minimum standards of accessibility in all public ICT services as part of Quality of 

Service regulations. 

 Conclusion: 

Regardless of the challenges they may face, persons with disabilities can contribute to society like 

any other member of the community when barriers are removed. Increasing accessibility to the 

Internet can help to make that happen. Governments, industry and other key stakeholders need to 

make accessibility a priority in their ongoing work, individually and collaboratively. 

The Indian Telecom sector’s troubles of today are rooted in the fast-paced growth of 

yesterday and regulation that increased tele-density by pushing down average revenue 

per user. Discuss. 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The article discusses in detail the challenges that are Indian telecom sector is facing. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to detail upon the list of issues Indian telecom sector is facing and suggest what needs to be 
done. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin with brief introduction – quote facts on the current scenario. 
Body: 
Discussion should include the following: 
Briefly talk about the evolution of telecom sector and how it has posed challenges for today. 
Explain Challenges in Telecom Sector – Lack of fixed line penetration, High Right-of-Way (ROW) cost, 
spectrum allocation, corruption etc. 
Explain what initiatives can be taken by the government in this direction to resolve the concerns. 
Then move on to suggest solutions as to what can be done. 

Conclusion: 
The Prime Minister has rightly emphasised the role digital connectivity plays in society. A long-term 
vision plan should be made accordingly. For the time being, the government needs to provide an easy 
and soothing environment for telecom operators. 
 

Introduction: 

India is the world’s second-largest telecommunications market, with around 1.2 billion subscribers 

as of September 2018. The telecom market can be split into three segments – wireless, wireline and 

internet services. The wireless market comprises 98.1% of the total subscriber base. India’s 
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telephone subscriber base has expanded at a CAGR of 19.6%, reaching 1,183.4 million at the end of 

FY18. Tariff reduction and decline in handset costs has helped the segment to gain in scale. 

  

 

Market Size: 

 With 604.21 million internet subscribers, as of December 2018, India ranks as the world’s 

second largest market in terms of total internet users. 

 Further, India is also the world’s second largest telecommunications market, with total 

subscriber base of 1,183.51 million at the end of March 2019 

 Moreover, in 2017, India surpassed USA to become the second largest market in terms of 

number of app downloads. The country remained as the world’s fastest growing market for 

Google Play downloads in the second and third quarter of 2018. 

 Over the next five years, rise in mobile-phone penetration and decline in data costs will add 

500 million new internet users in India, creating opportunities for new businesses. 

 Investment/Major development 

 With daily increasing subscriber base, there have been a lot of investments and 

developments in the sector. FDI inflows into the telecom sector during April 2000 – March 

2019 totaled to US$ 32.82 billion, according to the data released by Department for 

Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT). 

 During the first quarter of 2018, India became the world’s fastest-growing market for mobile 

applications. The country remained as the world’s fastest growing market for Google Play 

downloads in the second and third quarter of 2018. 

 Bharti Airtel is planning to launch 6,000 new sites and 2,000 km of optical fiber in Gujarat in 

2018-19. 

 The number of mobile wallet transaction increased 5 per cent month-on-month to 325.28 

million in July 2018. 

 As of June 2018, BSNL is expected to launch its 5G services by 2020. 
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 Vodafone India and Idea Cellular have merged into ‘Vodafone Idea’ to become India’s largest 

telecom company, as of September 2018. 

 Challenges facing Indian telecom sector are: 

 Financial Health of the Sector: Gross revenue has dropped by 15% to 20% for the year 2017-

18 over the preceding year for the incumbents and overall sector revenue has dropped. 

Also, there is drop in voice and data revenue per user 

 Limited Spectrum Availability: Available spectrum is less than 40% as compared to 

European nations and 50% as compared to China. Hence, it is imperative that spectrum 

auctioning at sustainable prices is the need of the hour. Also, government auction spectrum 

at an exorbitant cost which makes it difficult for mobile operators to provide services at 

reasonable speeds. 

 High competition and tariff war: Competition heating up post entry of Reliance Jio. Other 

telecom players have to drop in tariff rates both for voice and data 

 Lack of Telecom Infrastructure in Semi-rural and Rural areas: Service providers have to 

incur huge initial fixed cost to enter semi-rural and rural areas. Key reasons behind these 

costs are lack of basic infrastructure like power and roads, resulting in delays in rolling out 

the infrastructure. 

 Poor fixed line penetration: India has very little penetration of fixed line in its network 

whereas, most of the developed countries have a very high penetration of fixed lines 

 High Right-of-Way (ROW) cost: Sometimes, states governments charge a huge amount for 

permitting the laying of fiber etc. 

 Lack of trained personnel to operate and maintain the cellular infrastructure. 

 Delays in Roll out of Innovative Products and Services: Substantial delays in roll out of data-

based products and services are hampering the progress of telecom sectors. This is primarily 

due to the non-conducive environment resulting out of government policies and regulations. 

 Low Broad Band Penetration: Low broadband penetration in the country is a matter of 

concern and the government needs to do a lot more work in the field to go up in the global 

ladder. 

 Over the top services: Over the Top (OTT) applications such as WhatsApp, OLA, Viber and so 

on do not need permission or a pact with a telecommunications company. This hampers the 

revenue of telecommunication service provider. 

 License fee: The license fee of eight per cent of the Adjusted Gross Revenue including five 

per cent as Universal Service Levy (USL) is one of the highest in the world. 

Measures needed: 

 Infrastructure Sharing: Since telecom business is heavy on capex and as much as 40%– 60% 

of the Capex is utilized for setting up and managing the Telecom infrastructure. By sharing 

infrastructure, operators can optimize their capex, and focus on providing new and 

innovative services to their subscribers. 
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 Availability of Affordable Smart Phones and Lower Tariff Rates: This would increase tele 

penetration in rural areas. 

 Curb on predatory pricing: government should fix a minimum price to save the industry from 

price war 

 Lower License fee: The license fee of eight per cent of the Adjusted Gross Revenue including 

five per cent as Universal Service Levy (USL) is one of the highest in the world. 

 Reduce reserve price for spectrum auction: In the past, some of the operators participated 

recklessly in these auctions leading to exaggerated prices — much above their true 

valuations. Reasonable reserve prices for the market mechanisms induce “truthful bidding”, 

and not leading to “winners’ curse” as witnessed in some of the previous auctions. 

 The government should increase the network area through optical fiber instead of copper 

which is expensive. This is necessary to ensure last mile connectivity. 

 The government needs to prepare a ground for easy right-of-way permissions and lower cost 

of right-of-ways 

 The government should spend large on R&D and create an environment that makes India 

capable of manufacturing and even exporting hardware components like mobile handsets, 

CCTV Cameras, touch screen monitors etc. 

Conclusion: 

The telecom sector in India have to deal with various challenges like maintaining the 

sufficient spectrum, Adoption of new technologies faster to be able to use new features and 

techniques to serve the customers with better and feature rich service, Government and regulatory 

agencies, various mobile handsets available from various companies brings lot of issues and content 

partners etc. Also, it is evident from the current scenario that the Voice alone will not be sufficient to 

generate revenue and hence the focus is required to be shifted towards various data services. 

The draft National Education Policy (NEP) recognizes the criticality of early childhood 

education. Discuss. 
Deccan Herald 
Why this question: 
The question is about early childhood care and education in India. The draft National Education 
Policy 2019 wants early childhood education to be overseen and regulated by the HRD Ministry as 
part of the school system, rather than the private preschools and anganwadis. Thus it is important 
from exam point of view to analyse the ECCE conditions in India. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question expects us to evaluate the current conditions of ECCE scenario in India, what needs to 
be done with a special focus on the draft national education policy. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin with brief introduction on what you understand by ECCE. 
Body: 
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One can start by appreciating the key highlights of the draft education policy with focus on aspects of 
ECCE – 
Right to Education Act to cover the three years of preschool before Class 1. Thus, all Indian children 
could soon enter the formal education system at the age of three. 
Early childhood education should be overseen and regulated by the Ministry of Human Resource 
Development (HRD) as part of the school system, rather than the private pre-schools and anganwadis 
that currently cater to the 3-to-6 years age group. 
It suggests a new integrated curricular framework for 3 to 8-year olds with a flexible system based on 
play, activity and discovery, and beginning exposure to three languages from age 3 onwards. 
A joint task force from Health, HRD and Women and Child Development (WCD) ministry will draft “a 
detailed plan outlining the operational and financial implications of the integration of early childhood 
education with the school education system”. 
Suggest the importance of having a robust policy for ECCE. 

Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

According to UNICEF, early childhood is defined as the period from conception through eight 

years of age. Early childhood care and education (ECCE) is more than preparation for primary school. 

It aims at the holistic development of a child’s social, emotional, cognitive and physical needs in 

order to build a solid and broad foundation for lifelong learning and wellbeing. Target 4.2 of SDG 4 

aims that by 2030, to ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood 

development, care and pre-primary education. 

 Body: 

 Significance of Early childhood education (ECCE): 

 Early childhood is a time of remarkable growth with brain development at its peak. 

 During this stage, children are highly influenced by the environment and the people that 

surround them. 

 These years lay the foundations for her/ his learning and holistic development. 

 Children will be better prepared for primary school and will reach better education 

outcomes. 

 Quality ECCE also helps reduce repetition and drop-out rates. 

 Positive outcomes are even more pronounced among children from vulnerable groups. 

 It helps promote human resource development, gender equality and social cohesion, and to 

reduce the costs for later remedial programmes. 

 An overview of 56 studies across 23 countries found impacts on health, education, cognitive 

ability, and emotional development. 
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The draft National Education Policy (NEP) and ECCE: 

 The draft National Education Policy (NEP) developed by a committee chaired by K. 

Kasturirangan was shared for public comment. 

 The Policy projecting an expansion of the Right to Education Act to cover the three years of 

preschool before Class 1. 

 It suggests a new integrated curricular framework for 3 to 8-year olds with a flexible system 

based on play, activity and discovery, and beginning exposure to three languages from age 3 

onwards. 

 The policy aims to provide High-quality early childhood care and education for all children 

between the ages of three and six by 2025. 

 This will be done within schools and anganwadis, which will take care of the overall well-

being of the child. 

 These institutions will also provide similar support to families for children younger than 

three years of age—within their homes. 

 This policy will result in a massive positive multiplier effect on society. 

 Challenges: 

 One of the major issues of ECCE is the unavailability of trained teachers. 
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 Anganwadis are currently quite deficient in supplies and infrastructure for education. 

 As a result, they tend to contain more children in the 2-4 year age range and fewer in the 

educationally critical 4-6 year age range. 

 Anganwadis also have few teachers trained in or specially dedicated to early childhood 

education. 

 Private pre-schools often consist of formal teaching and rote memorization with limited 

play-based learning. 

 A 2017 study by the Ambedkar University showed that “a significant proportion of children 

in India who completed pre-primary education, public or private, did not have the needed 

school readiness competencies when they joined primary school. 

 Conclusion: 

ECCE teacher training should be added as a skill gap in the list of National Skill Development 

Corporation to ensure that easy investment is available to produce efficient ECCE teachers. Universal 

access to quality early childhood education is perhaps the best investment that India can make for 

our children’s and our nation’s future. 

Realisation of the Minimum support scheme has been a mirage for farmers in India. 

Critically discuss in the light of the performance of PM-AASHA scheme. 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
Less than 3% of this season’s sanctioned amount of pulses and oilseeds have actually been procured 
so far under the once-hyped PM-AASHA scheme, Agriculture Ministry data show. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has discuss the limitations of MSP in India till date. Further, evaluate the objectives and 
performance of the PM-AASHA scheme.    
Directive: 
Critically discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going 
through the details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons 
for both for and against arguments. When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, all you need 
to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair judgement. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define MSP and talk about how PM-AASHA was introduced to ensure farmers of remunerative prices 
in light of falling income levels. Give a brief introduction of how the PM-AASHA scheme has 
performed – A total of 37.59 lakh metric tonnes of procurement had been sanctioned under the 
Centrally funded scheme. However, only 1.08 lakh tonnes have been procured so far, according to 
data placed in the Lok Sabha. 
Body: 
Discuss the limitations of MSP scheme in general till date. 
Highlight the objectives of PM-AASHA scheme like 
The PM-AASHA or Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay Sanrakshan Abhiyan, was announced with great 
fanfare in September 2018, as an effort to ensure that farmers growing pulses, oilseeds and copra 
actually get the minimum support prices they are promised for their crops each year 
Discuss how it has performed and the lacunae and limitations faced by the scheme. 
Evaluate the success so far. 
Provide measures needed to strengthen the realisation of PM-AASHA and MSP in general. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction:      

The PM-AASHA or Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay Sanrakshan Abhiyan, was announced with great 

fanfare in September 2018, as an effort to ensure that farmers growing pulses, oilseeds and copra 

actually get the minimum support prices they are promised for their crops each year. Apart from 

initiatives to allow cash payment to farmers or procurement by private traders, PM-AASHA’s main 

feature was a price support scheme whereby Central agencies would procure pulses and oilseeds 

directly from farmers. 

Body: 

PM-AASHA Scheme: 

 The AASHA scheme has three components, and these will complement the existing schemes 

of the Department of Food and Public Distribution for procurement of paddy, wheat and 

other cereals and coarse grains where procurement is at MSP now. 

 The first part is the Price Support Scheme (PSS). Here, physical procurement of pulses, 

oilseeds and copra will be done by Central Nodal Agencies. 

 The second leg is the Price Deficiency Payment Scheme (PDPS). Under this, the Centre 

proposes to cover all oilseeds and pay the farmer directly into his bank account the 

difference between the MSP and his actual selling/modal price. 

 Farmers who sell their crops in recognised mandis within the notified period can benefit 

from it. 

 The third part is the pilot of Private Procurement & Stockist Scheme (PPSS). In the case of 

oilseeds, States will have the option to roll out PPSSs in select districts where a private 

player can procure crops at MSP when market prices drop below MSP. 

 The private player will then be compensated through a service charge that will be up to a 

maximum of 15 per cent of the MSP of the crop. 

Failure of MSP: 

 Farmers have failed to get even MSPs for their produce. 

 MSPs have failed to keep pace with input costs, according to data from CACP. 

 Farmers have got negative returns in several crops, prompting many economists to question 

the usefulness of MSPs. 

 The cost of cultivation varies across states, while MSPs are based on a weighted all-India 

average, so farmers don’t get guaranteed profits. 

 MSP hikes have been marginal, except for pulses, mainly to keep overall inflation in check 

and in line with the RBI’s target. 

 Between 2010 and 2014, MSPs grew 12% on average, while between 2015 and 2018, they 

grew only 5%, according to data from credit rating firm Crisil. 

 Extension of price support without assured procurement. 
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 Only a selected few states such as Punjab, Haryana, MP and west UP have well-developed 

procurement infrastructure. 

 High leakage and wastages in procurement jack up the cost of the operation. 

 More than three-fourths of farming households don’t produce any marketable surplus and 

hence can’t really benefit from price support. 

Findings of the Agriculture Ministry data: 

 The Centre had budgeted ₹15,053 crore over two years to implement the scheme apart 

from an additional government credit guarantee of ₹16,550 crore for agencies undertaking 

procurement. 

 Under the Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay Sanrakshan Abhiyan scheme, only 1.08 lakh tonnes 

have been procured so far. 

 Less than 3% of this season’s sanctioned amount of pulses and oilseeds have actually been 

procured so far under the once-hyped PM-AASHA scheme. 

 A total of 37.59 lakh metric tonnes of procurement had been sanctioned under the Centrally 

funded scheme. However, only 1.08 lakh tonnes have been procured so far. 

 In fact, of the eleven States that opted for the scheme this season, procurement has not 

even started in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Odisha. 

 The highest sanctioned procurement is in Maharashtra, where 10 lakh tonnes of soyabean 

procurement were sanctioned, apart from 58,000 tonnes of moong and urad dal. However, 

barely 1,709 tonnes have been procured in the State so far, including just 14 tonnes of 

soyabean. 

Reasons for the poor procurement: 

 The main crops covered under the scheme this season are moong, urad, arhar, groundnut 

and soyabean. 

 The late arrival of the monsoon means that harvests and crop arrivals also began slightly 

later than expected, especially for arhar or tur dal, so procurement is likely to continue, 

though tapering, until February. 

 Ground level checks have revealed that traders plotted with each other and depressed the 

prices at mandis. 

 They forced farmers to sell at lower prices and pocketed the compensation from the 

government. 

 Many small and marginal farmers are unable to sell their produce under the Bhavantar 

scheme. 

 They face the double burden of lowered price and no compensation. 

 The state governments consider it financially burdensome. 

 If all States apply to NAFED/FCI for procurement of oilseeds or pulses, the agencies will fall 

short of funds. 
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 The states may also find it hard to implement it from the current kharif marketing season, 

which begins soon. 

 The Centre needs to figure out how to handle procurement and disposal efficiently. 

Way forward: 

 To ensure that AASHA works, the Centre first needs to break the trader lobbies at mandis. 

This could be done by widening the competition by inter-linking mandis. e-NAM promises to 

do so, but, States need to be proactive in undertaking regulatory reforms. 

 India needs massive reforms in its agri-markets, from reforming APMC markets to abolishing 

the Essential Commodities Act, and abolishing all export restrictions. 

 Encouraging contract farming, allowing private agri-markets in competition with APMC 

markets, capping commissions and fees to not more than 2% for any commodity at any 

place in India, opening and expanding futures trading, a negotiable warehouse receipt 

system, e-NAM, with due systems of assaying, grading, delivery and dispute settlement 

mechanisms, are some of the necessary steps needed urgently. 

 Once this is done, major investments need to follow in improving the functioning of markets 

and building efficient value chains, especially of perishables. This can be done through the 

PPP mode, creating millions of jobs. 

The success of such a huge social scheme cannot be measured in terms of mere 

distribution of connections without ensuring the transition to clean fuel through 

sustained usage of LPG. Critically Examine in light of the recent findings of CAG on the 

government’s marquee Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY). (250 Words) 
Line Mint 
Bloomberg Quint 
Why this question: 
The Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) has expressed concerns over National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) government’s marquee Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) in terms 
of low consumption, diversions and considerable delays in supply of cylinders. This comes in the 
backdrop of the Ujjwala scheme that provides free cooking gas connections to poor families; hailed 
as the NDA government’s version of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Scheme (MGNREGS). 
Key demand of the question: 
One must discuss in detail the significance of behavioural and attitudinal change brought in by the 
PMUY scheme. However, point out to the challenges faced by the scheme and the measures to 
overcome the same. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgement. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief explain the background of the scenario           . 
Body: 
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Highlight the findings of the CAG report: 
The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG), in its report on the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana 
(PMUY), has highlighted the risk of diversion of domestic cylinders for commercial use as 1.98 lakh 
beneficiaries had an average annual consumption of more than 12 cylinders. 
The CAG said this level of consumption seemed improbable in view of the BPL status of such 
beneficiaries. 
Similarly, 13.96 lakh beneficiaries consumed 3 to 41 refills in a month. Further, IOCL and Hindustan 
Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL) in 3.44 lakh instances issued 2 to 20 refills in a day to a PMUY 
beneficiary having single-bottle cylinder connection 
On the contrary, provide with the significance of Ujjwala scheme and in what way it addresses the 
behavioural and attitudinal aspects. Explain the need of getting rid of conventional cooking methods, 
necessity of clean cooking fuel methods. 
What needs to be done to address these issues and challenges? 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) is a scheme of the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas for 

providing LPG connections to women from Below Poverty Line (BPL) households. India is home to 

more than 24 Crore households out of which about 10 Crore households are still deprived of LPG as 

cooking fuel and have to rely on firewood, coal, dung – cakes etc. as primary source of cooking. 

  

The PMUY has helped the spread of LPG cylinders predominantly in the urban and semi-urban areas 

with the coverage mostly in middle class and affluent households. It aims to safeguard the health of 

women & children by providing them with a clean cooking fuel – LPG, so that they don’t have to 

compromise their health in smoky kitchens or wander in unsafe areas collecting firewood. 

Body: 

Achievements: 

 The oil ministry’s Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell (PPAC) estimates that LPG coverage 

in India (the proportion of households with an LPG connection) has increased from 56% in 

2015 to 90% in 2019. There is a significant increase in eastern states, with 48% of the 

beneficiaries being SC/STs. 

 The government reports show that around 80% of the beneficiaries have been refilling 

cylinders, with average per capita consumption being 3.28 cylinders. 

 PMUY has resulted in an additional employment of around 1 Lakh and provide business 

opportunity of at least Rs. 10,000 Crore in last 3 Years to the Indian Industry. 

 The scheme has also provided a boost to the ‘Make in India’ campaign as all the 

manufacturers of cylinders, gas stoves, regulators, and gas hose are domestic. 

 PMUY reduces these ill-effects by providing clean fuel and cutting out on drudgery. 

Increased use of cooking gas will shrink the incidence of tuberculosis in India, based on the 

statistics from the latest National Family Health Survey (NFHS-4) on TB prevalence. 
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 PMUY has helped in reducing the drudgery for women. The time saved can be used in socio- 

economically productive activities like Self-Help Group activities. 

 The World Health Organisation hailed PMUY as decisive intervention by the government to 

facilitate the switch to clean household energy use, thereby addressing the problems 

associated with Indoor Household Pollution. 

 

Findings of the CAG: 

Cost issues: 

 In a Performance Audit Report, the government’s audit watchdog said that encouraging the 

sustained usage of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) remains a big challenge as the annual 

average refill consumption of PMUY consumers on 31 December 2018 was only 3.21. 

 Low consumption of refills by 0.92 crore consumers who had availed loans, hindered 

recovery of outstanding loan of Rs1234.71 crore. 

 Consumers were paying market price for refills till the loan repayment for stove and first 

refill was made. This led to some consumers not going in for such refills. 

 Economic Burden: The increased monthly expenditure has shied many consumers away 

from LPG and lured them back to firewood and cow-dung cakes. 

Administrative issues: 

 laxity in identification of beneficiaries was noticed as 9,897 LPG connections were issued 

against Abridged Household List Temporary Identification Numbers (AHL TINs) where names 

of all family members and the beneficiary were blank in the Socio-Economic and Caste 

Census (SECC)-2011 list. 

 Lack of input validation check in the IOCL software allowed issue of 0.80 lakh connections to 

beneficiaries aged below 18 years. 

 issuance of connections to unintended beneficiaries. 

 inadequacies in the de-duplication process: Out of 3.78 crore LPG connections, 1.60 crore 

(42%) connections were issued only on the basis of beneficiary Aadhaar which remained a 

discouragement in de-duplication. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 48 

 59 lakh connections were released to beneficiaries who were minor as per the SECC-2011 

data, which was in violation of PMUY guidelines and LPG Control Order, 2000. 

Logistic issues: 

 Lack of LPG cylinder bottling plants near rural areas and connectivity issues especially in the 

tribal areas. 

 Last-mile connectivity and delivery still poses a great challenge. 

 Delay of more than 365 days was noticed in installation of 4.35 lakh connections against 

stipulated time period of seven days. 

 Adequate efforts were not made in distributing the small 5-kg cylinders for encouraging 

usage. 

Safety and Behavioural issues: 

 Safety has been another concern about distribution of LPG connection, especially to BPL 

families. Lack of awareness and safety amenities in beneficiary households have increased 

the likelihood of accidents. 

 Cow-dung cakes lying around the house all the time. Hence, LPG cylinders are used on 

special occasions or during some kind of emergency or when it’s entirely too hot to burn 

wood. 

 The CRISIL report also noted that 37% of households in rural areas procure cooking fuel or 

free. 

 Agency: Most rural women do not have a say in determining when a refill is ordered, even 

though the connection is in their name. 

Way Forward: 

 The Economic Survey released in July this year had also suggested a strategy tweak for 

improving the scheme’s efficacy by maintaining a centralized list of names of those who had 

given up their subsidies, independent of the gas company, and displaying their photographs. 

 Entering Aadhaar numbers of all adult family members of existing as well as new 

beneficiaries to make de-duplication effective and appropriate measures in distributors’ 

software to restrict issuance to ineligible beneficiaries. 

 Cases of high consumption of refills should be regularly reviewed to curb diversion. 

 As the target of releasing PMUY connections has been broadly achieved, PMUY beneficiaries 

in nil/low consumption category need to be encouraged for sustained usage. 

 Increase Affordability: A case in point is state-run fuel retailers introducing a 5kg refill 

option to make purchases affordable. 

 Increase Accessibility: Gas Agencies should be set up within 10km radius, especially in the 

rural and remote areas to increase accessibility. 

 Increase Availability: Alternatives like Gas-grid and piped connections in cities and areas 

near the bottling plants can free up the cylinders for other areas. 
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 Promote ‘Give it up’: The initiative of the government to persuade the well-off to give up 

the LPG subsidies has added to the corpus of PMUY. Similar initiatives can be promoted. 

 Encourage Private Players to set up LPG franchises at rural areas. 

 Sensitization and Education of safe use of LPG though LPG Panchayats, NGO’s etc. 

Conclusion: 

PMUY is a novel scheme having twin benefits of women empowerment as well as environmental 

conservation. Ironing out the implementation issues can reap the envisioned benefits and lead to a 

sustainable future in energy consumption. 

Do you think National Register of Citizens (NRC) and the recently passed Citizenship 

Amendment Act (CAA) detrimental for the secular nature of India? Critically Analyse. 

(250 words) 
India Today 
Why this question: 
The question is amidst the uproar across the country against the implementation of National Register 
of Citizens (NRC) and the recently passed Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) that are being considered 
detrimental for the secular nature of the nation. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain that lately, it would seem, that some biases are beginning to emerge in many circles in India 
as well, undermining its long held secular precepts. 
Discuss the impact of the two policies brought out by the government and their repercussions on the 
secular fabric of the country. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Provide briefly the details of the two. 
Body: 
First explain what are the issues of concern associated with the NRC and the Citizenship Amendment 
Act (CAA). 
The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) of 2019 has had huge consequences on both the domestic and 
foreign policy front. 
In India, widespread protests that began in the Northeast are now raging across the country. 
On the international front, soon after the protests broke out, two Bangladesh ministers cancelled 
their visit to India, the Japanese Prime Minister postponed his visit to the country and the annual 
India-Japan summit was cancelled. 
From the perspective of India’s ambitious development plans and strategic diplomacy, the question 
that arises is whether the Central government factored in the ramifications of the CAA on India’s Act 
East Policy and its potential side effects on the country’s relationship with foreign stakeholders 
heavily invested in the Northeast. 
Discuss the short term and long term challenges posed and what needs to be done to address such 
concerns. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions to ensure the secular fabric is conserved and protected. 
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Introduction: 

The protests erupting across India since the passage of the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) are a 

testament to the centrality of secularism as the foundational principle that binds the country 

together and holds the key to India’s survival as a nation. The deathly blow that the CAA and its 

companion, the National Register of Citizens (NRC), have delivered to secularism threatens the 

foundations of India’s plural social fabric. When secularism is threatened, India is weakened. This is 

the lesson from the passage of the CAA, and the unrest it has unleashed. 

Body: 

India’s unique model of secularism:  

 Secularism in India refers to the equal status and treatment of all religions. 

 Secularism in India is a positive, revolutionary and comprehensive concept which takes 

within its sweep all the communities in India following several religions. 

 Indian secularism recognizes the importance of religion in human life. 

 Diversity can only be effective with secularism as a foundational value. 

 India’s survival as a multi-religious, multilingual, multiracial, multicultural society will depend 

on how successful it is in working its secularism 

 Indian Secularism equally opposed oppression of dalits and women within Hinduism. It also 

opposes the discrimination against women within Indian Islam or Christianity and the 

possible threats that a majority community might pose to the rights of the minority religious 

communities. 

 Indian Secularism has made room for and is compatible with the idea of state- supported 

religious reform. For example- Indian constitution bans untouchability under Article 17. 

There is also abolition of child marriage and lifting the taboo on inter-caste marriage 

sanctioned by Hinduism. 

 Indian Secularism deals not only with religious freedom of individuals but also with religious 

freedom of minority communities i.e. individual has the right to profess religion of his /her 

choice. Likewise, religious minority also have a right to exist and to maintain their own 

culture and educational institutions. 

Challenges posed by the recent CAA and NRC to secularism in India: 

 The first is that the Citizenship (Amendment) Act is against the letter and spirit of our 

Constitution. Articles 5 to 11 of the Constitution deal with citizenship, and the Citizenship 

Act, 1955, lays down criteria for citizenship based on birth, descent, registration, 

naturalization, and citizenship by incorporation of territory. 

 By setting new criteria, the Citizenship (Amendment) Act goes against the premise of 

common citizenship regardless of differences of caste, creed, gender, ethnicity and culture. 

 Further, Article 14 of the Constitution lays down that the “State shall not deny to any person 

equality before the law or the equal protection of the laws within the territory of India”. 
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 The Citizenship (Amendment) Act is divisive, deeply discriminatory and violative of human 

rights. 

 Our national unity was won through struggle; the Citizenship (Amendment) Act is one of the 

many threats to its survival. Our hard-won Constitution recognizes individual and social 

differences, and that we must weave the cord of unity by creating a sense of belonging and 

inclusiveness for all. 

 The Citizenship (Amendment) Act attempts to create and deepen communal division and 

social polarization in the country. 

 The Act gives eligibility for citizenship to Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians 

from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan who entered India on or before December 31, 

2014, and specifically excludes Muslims from that list. 

 In granting citizenship on the basis of religion, it discriminates against Muslims and rejects 

the basic concept of secularism. 

 That the Citizenship (Amendment) Act is discriminatory and violative of human rights has 

been recognized by those who have come out on the streets in many States, in opposition to 

the Act. 

 The agenda of Hindutva and its ultimate goal of establishing a “Hindu Nation” underlie the 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act, is well established both by past experience and the present 

actions of the BJP-Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. 

 In the days since the passage of the CAA, multiple protests across north and Northeast India 

last week. Ironically, these protests are themselves expressions of India’s overlapping multi-

religious, multi-ethnic character that the CAA seeks to undermine. 

 The mobilizations in the Northeast are about anxieties of ethnicity, culture and language as 

much as religion while the protests in Delhi, Aligarh and Lucknow are chiefly about religious 

identity and discriminatory exclusion of Muslims from the CAA. 

Measures to safeguard the secular fabric in India: 

  Since secularism has been declared as a part of the basic structure of the Constitution, 

governments must be made accountable for implementing it. 

 Define the word “minority”. The concept of secularism is based on recognition and 

protection of minorities. The two cannot be separated. 

 Setting up of a commission on secularism for ensuring adherence to the constitutional 

mandate on secularism. 

 Separation of religion from politics. It is of such urgency that no time should be wasted in 

bringing this about. 

 It is the duty of the secular and democratic forces to rally behind those political forces that 

really profess and practice secularism. 

 In a secular state, religion is expected to be a purely personal and private matter and is not 

supposed to have anything to do with the governance of the country. 
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Conclusion: 

The real challenge that protests and resistance to the CAA and NRC face today is that they are bereft 

of a vocabulary to defend secularism’s cause even though it is the threat to secularism that sparked 

these protests. India urgently needs to wrest and reclaim secularism, anchoring it in a new 

vocabulary that redeems its credibility. Our collective ability to do so will determine whether India 

will reclaim itself or stay firm on its current path toward a re-imagination of its foundations. 

Cleared by the Cabinet, the Personal Data Protection Bill is due to be placed in 

Parliament. How does it propose to protect personal data, how is it different from 

previous draft, and why is it a subject of debate? Discuss in detail. (250 words) 
Indian Express 
Economic Times 
Why this question: 
Global negotiations today revolve around debates about the transfer of data. India’s first attempt to 
domestically legislate on the topic, the Personal Data Protection (PDP) Bill, 2019, has been approved 
by the Cabinet and is slated to be placed in Parliament this winter session. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must explain in detail the current case of data protection, issues and challenges and way 
forward. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Explain first why data matters. 
Body: 
Data is any collection of information that is stored in a way so computers can easily read them (think 
011010101010 format). 
Data usually refers to information about your messages, social media posts, online transactions, and 
browser searches. 
The individual whose data is being stored and processed is called the data principal in the PDP Bill. 
This large collection of information about you and your online habits has become an important 
source of profits, but also a potential avenue for invasion of privacy because it can reveal extremely 
personal aspects. 
Companies, governments, and political parties find it valuable because they can use it to find the 
most convincing ways to advertise to you online. 
Discuss how the PDP Bill proposes to regulate data transfer, what are the key concerns associated 
with it. 
Suggest solutions to overcome these issues. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

The Union cabinet recently gave its approval to the Personal Data Protection Bill that seeks to lay 

down a legal framework to preserve the sanctity of “consent” in data sharing and penalize those 

breaching privacy norms. The Bill will update the currently non-existent standards for privacy and 
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consent. The Bill is based on the previous draft version prepared by a committee headed by 

retired Justice B N Srikrishna. 

Body: 

Proposals of the PDP Bill: 

 The Bill calls for the creation of an independent regulator Data Protection Authority, which 

will oversee assessments and audits and definition making. 

 Each company will have a Data Protection Officer (DPO) who will liaison with the DPA for 

auditing, grievance redressal, recording maintenance and more. 

 The Bill trifurcates data as follows: 

o Personal data: Data from which an individual can be identified like name, address 

etc. 

o Sensitive personal data (SPD): Some types of personal data like as financial, health, 

sexual orientation, biometric, genetic, transgender status, caste, religious belief, and 

more. 

o Critical personal data: Anything that the government at any time can deem critical, 

such as military or national security data. 

 The Bill removes the requirement of data mirroring (in case of personal data). Only 

individual consent for data transfer abroad is required. 

 The Bill requires sensitive personal data to be stored only in India. It can be processed 

abroad only under certain conditions including approval of a Data Protection Agency (DPA). 

 Critical personal data must be stored and processed in India. 

 The Bill mandates fiduciaries to provide the government any non-personal data when 

demanded. It refers to anonymized data, such as traffic patterns or demographic data. 

 The previous draft did not apply to this type of data, which many companies use to fund 

their business model. 

 The Bill also requires social media companies, which are deemed significant data 

fiduciaries based on factors such as volume and sensitivity of data, to develop their own 

user verification mechanism. 

 This intends to decrease the anonymity of users and prevent trolling. 

 The Bill includes exemptions for processing data without an individual’s consent for 

“reasonable purposes”, including security of the state, detection of any unlawful activity or 

fraud, whistleblowing, medical emergencies, credit scoring, operation of search engines and 

processing of publicly available data. 

 The Bill proposes “Purpose limitation” and “Collection limitation” clause, which limit the 

collection of data to what is needed for “clear, specific, and lawful” purposes. 
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 It also grants individuals the right to data portability and the ability to access and transfer 

one’s own data. It also grants individuals the right to data portability, and the ability to 

access and transfer one’s own data. 

 It legislates on the right to be forgotten. With historical roots in European Union law, 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), this right allows an individual to remove consent 

for data collection and disclosure. 

 The Bill stated the penalties as: Rs 5 crore or 2 percent of worldwide turnover for minor 

violations and Rs 15 crore or 4 percent of total worldwide turnover for more serious 

violations. 

 Also, the company’s executive-in-charge can also face jail terms of up to three years. 

Challenges posed: 

 A common argument from government officials has been that data localization will help law-

enforcement access data for investigations and enforcement. 

 Critical data will be defined by the government from time to time and has to be stored and 

processed in India 

 National security or reasonable purposes are an open-ended terms, this may lead to 

intrusion of state into the private lives of citizens. 

 Technology giants like Facebook and Google have criticised protectionist policy on data 

protection. 

 They fear that the domino effect of protectionist policy will lead to other countries following 

suit. 

 Protectionist regime suppress the values of a globalized, competitive internet marketplace, 

where costs and speeds determine information flows rather than nationalistic borders. 

 Also, it may backfire on India’s own young startups that are attempting global growth, or on 

larger firms that process foreign data in India. 

 Civil society groups have criticized the open-ended exceptions given to the government in 

the Bill, allowing for surveillance. 

 Moreover, some lawyers contend that security and government access are not achieved by 

localization. 

 There have only been limited studies on privacy in the Indian context but the most existing 

literature points to the collectivist nature of society to explain the low levels of privacy 

consciousness. 

 While awareness is growing, if people display a high level of apathy towards ensuring the 

protection of their personal data it may push data fiduciaries down the path of non-

compliance. 

Way forward: 

 The government should table the Bill at the earliest to allow sufficient time for discussing the 

finer aspects of the Bill on the floor of the house. 
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 The number of questions posed to MEITY on the topic of privacy and data protection 

indicates a high degree of interest in Parliament on the subject. 

 The government should also endeavor to remain as transparent as possible when framing 

the remaining provisions. 

 Simultaneously, society should not slide into complacency after the passage of the Bill. 

 Instead, it must continue to stay engaged to ensure that we have a strong data protection 

regime that succeeds in safeguarding Indians’ fundamental right to privacy. 

What is the office of Chief of Defence staff (CDS)? Discuss the significance of such a post 

to the Indian setup. (250 words) 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) has approved the creation of a chief of defence staff (CDS). 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss the significance of the post of CDS and its significance. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define the post of CDS in general and its significance. 
Body: 
He will be the single-point military adviser to the government as suggested by the Kargil Review 
Committee in 1999. 
CDS oversees and coordinates the working of the three Services. 
Explain what are key features,  its significance. 
The charter of the CDS, if implemented properly, will prepare the 15-lakh strong armed forces for the 
wars of the future. The CDS is mandated to ensure the Army, Navy and IAF, which often pull in 
different directions, truly integrate to slash wasteful expenditure amidst the ongoing severe fund 
crunch for military modernization because of the ballooning pay and pension bills. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

The Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) is a high military office that oversees and coordinates the working 

of the three Services, and offers seamless tri-service views and single-point advice to the 

Executive (in India’s case, to the Prime Minister) on long-term defence planning and management, 

including manpower, equipment and strategy, and above all, “jointsmanship” in operations. It 

shall provide “effective leadership at the top level” to the three wings of the armed forces, and to 

help improve coordination among them. 

Body: 

Need for office of CDS: 
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 The move was considered necessary after the 1999 Kargil War and was first approved by the 

Atal Bihari Vajpayee cabinet in May 2001. 

 India has had a feeble equivalent known as the Chairman, Chiefs of Staff Committee (CoSC); 

but a toothless office in the manner of its structure. 

 The senior-most among the three Service Chiefs is appointed to head the CoSC, an office 

that lapses with the incumbent’s retirement. 

 The post did not further tri-service integration, resulting in inefficiency and an expensive 

duplication of assets. 

 By 2001, it had become clear to the leaders of India’s strategic establishment 

that jointness—the combination of land, sea and air power—was necessary to effectively 

combat adversaries, who employed everything from terrorists and militants to regular 

troops through to nuclear weapons. 

 With information, cyberspace and space becoming military domains already, the jointness 

which is required surpasses merely getting the groups in uniform together. 

CDS – a significant defence policy reform: 

 The appointment of the CDS will certainly change the civil-military balance, and, if done 

correctly, will address some of the grievances of the Armed Forces pertaining to their status 

vis-à-vis the civil services. 

 The underlying rationale for appointing a CDS is to separate management and command of 

the Armed Forces. 

 To take the logic of the CDS to its conclusion, the Armed Forces must be operationally 

restructured into theatre commands—complete joint war-fighting formations—led by 

combatant commanders. 

 In the years ahead, a combination of climate change, violent non-state actors and volatile 

politics will increase the demands on the government to deploy military forces beyond the 

subcontinent. 

 Despite a multitude of threats, India’s Armed Forces have very limited capacity to operate 

overseas. Hence, the need for an expeditionary CDS. 

 From a defence policy perspective, the CDS presents us with the opportunity to optimize 

defence economics and make expenditure more effective. 

Way forward: 

 To take the logic of the CDS to its conclusion, the Armed Forces should be operationally 

restructured into theatre commands 

 The late strategic thinker K. Subrahmanyam argued that the army and navy chiefs should 

first hand over their command to theatre commanders, with the air chief doing so at a later 

stage. 

 Three theatres are straightforward: Northern, Western and Southern to address the threats 

from China, Pakistan and the Indian Ocean, respectively. 
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 He envisaged doubling the air force to 60 squadrons by 2030 and placing them under 

theatre commands. 

Conclusion: 

Most countries with advanced militaries have such a post, albeit with varying degrees of power and 

authority. The United States Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCSC), for example, is 

extremely powerful, with a legislated mandate and sharply delineated powers. The role of the CDS 

becomes critical in times of conflict. 

Despite implementation of various programmes for better management of ground 

water, dropping ground water level still persists as an alarming issue’. Explain by giving 

reasons and suggest way forward. (250 words) 
Economic Times 
Why this question: 
The question is in the backdrop of recently launched Atal Bhujal Yojana that aims at better 
management of Ground water. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must analyse and present arguments the causes of depleting ground water levels and the 
failures of the past policies to address the issue. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief explain with facts the ground water situation of the country. 
Body: 
Explain the causes of the depleting water levels of the ground water. 
Discuss the efforts made by the government in this direction. 
Comment upon the recently launched Atal Bhujal Yojana and explain in what way the Central 
Government scheme will promote Panchayat led ground water management and Behavioural 
change with primary focus on demand side management. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting more solutions. 
 

Introduction: 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Water 

Development Report states that India is the largest extractor of groundwater in the world. Fifty-

four percent of India’s groundwater wells have declined over the past seven years, and 21 major 

cities are expected to run out of groundwater by 2020. Erratic monsoon rains and skewed farm 

incentives have led to the growing groundwater crisis, impacting farm incomes and availability of 

drinking water. 

Body: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/pm-modi-launches-atal-bhujal-scheme-for-better-management-of-groundwater/articleshow/72964848.cms


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 58 

 

Reasons for ground water exploitation in India: 

 Groundwater is one of the most important water sources in India accounting for 63% of all 

irrigation water and over 80% of the rural and urban domestic water supplies. 

 Subsidies: 

o Subsidies on electricity are thought to play a central role in the Indian groundwater 

crisis. 

o The vast majority of groundwater pumps are unmetered, and if charged, are billed 

at a flat, non-volumetric, and highly subsidized tariff. 

 Water intensive crops: 

o Government encourages farmers to produce water-intensive crops like rice and 

sugarcane through increased minimum support prices (MSP). This has also led to 

groundwater depletion, income inequality and unsustainable agriculture. 

o Farmers are digging more and more borewells, but the sources of the problem are 

many, including transition to water-intensive crops and spate of construction activity 

along catchment areas. 

 Unpredictable monsoon: 

o Successive droughts and erratic rainfall have led to excess extraction of 

groundwater. That explains 61 per cent decline in groundwater level in wells in India 

between 2007 and 2017. 

 Land use changes: 

o India’s huge groundwater-dependent population, uncertain climate-reliant recharge 

processes and indiscriminate land use changes with urbanization are among the 

many factors that have rendered the Indian groundwater scenario to become a 

global paradigm for water scarcity, for both quantity and quality. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 59 

o Trans-boundary upstream water sources and archaic irrigation methods for the 

water shortage. 

 Government failure: 

o The government finance for well digging and pump installation with capital 

subsidies, massive rural electrification and pervasive energy subsidies all have 

enabled this process to aggravate. 

o In the north western parts of India and southern peninsula, the early and rapid rural 

electrification, free or subsidized power to the farm sector, large productive 

farmers and attractive procurement prices for major cereals led to intensive use of 

groundwater. 

o Zero marginal cost of pumping and lack of restriction on volume of water resulted 

in inefficient and unsustainable use of the resource. 

 Lack of adequate planning, crumbling infrastructure, indiscriminate drilling of borewells, 

large-scale consumption of water, and a false sense of entitlement in using water carelessly 

are causing water shortages. 

Measures needed: 

 Reducing electricity subsidies: 

o An analysis of panel data across 370 districts in India found that a reduction in 

electricity subsidy was correlated with a decrease in groundwater extraction. 

o Most empirical studies are in favour of pricing electricity on the basis of actual 

consumption. They show that the energy prices at which the farmers start 

responding to tariff changes in terms of reducing the demand for water and 

electricity would be socio-economically viable. 

 Micro-irrigation: 

o Encouraging farmers to adopt micro-irrigation techniques such as drip irrigation and 

micro-sprinklers. 

o According to the CWMI report, adopting micro-irrigation techniques can save 

roughly 20% of the groundwater used annually on irrigation in India. 

 Creating awareness: 

o Creating sustainable change would require a bottom-up approach by empowering 

the local community to become active participants in managing groundwater. 

 Proper implementation of initiatives: 

o 12th five-year plan proposed a policy of participatory groundwater management 

(PGM), which involves a collaborative approach among government departments, 

researchers, NGOs and community members. 

o The plan involves training community workers to carry out aquifer mapping and 

implement innovative ways to use groundwater conservatively with the local 

community. 
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o Government has come up with a 6,000-crore World Bank-aided Atal Bhujal 

Yojana with community participation to ensure sustained groundwater 

management in overexploited and ground water-stressed areas in seven States. 

o World Bank’s Water Scarce Cities Initiative seeks to promote an integrated 

approach to managing water resources and service delivery in water-scarce cities as 

the basis for building resilience against climate change. 

o India needs better policies that directly help small-holders and labourers to adapt 

and adjust to risks associated with groundwater depletion and a more variable 

future climate. 

 Crisis can be tackled by restoring and enhancing groundwater recharge areas, stopping 

polluted water from recharging groundwater, rainwater and roof top harvesting and the 

restoration of ponds, lakes and other river systems. 

 Growing less water-intensive crops in the dry season and transitioning away from 

irrigation-intensive systems where there is little water. 

 Behavioral economics and other novel approaches can be brought to bear on maximizing 

agricultural production with minimal water use instead of focusing on marginal increases in 

yields with unbounded water use. 

 Water-deficient states should promptly move towards micro-irrigation systems. These 

techniques have significantly higher efficiency vis-à-vis flood irrigation techniques. 

 States should continue to focus on command area development (CAD). This is now part 

of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) which focuses on “more crop per 

drop”. 

 The cropping patterns in the states should be changed as per the agro-climatic zones. 

Improper cropping patterns affect both crop productivity and irrigation efficiency. 

 Farmer producer organizations (FPO) provide a sense of ownership to farmers and 

encourage community-level involvement with lower transaction costs. 

 India needs to establish data networks to track not only crop transpiration but also total 

inflows and recoverable outflows of irrigation water but also the losses to unrecoverable 

sinks such as evaporation. 

Conclusion: 

There is a need to modernize the regulatory framework for accessing groundwater soon after 

massive expansion in mechanical pumping led to the realization that recharge could not keep pace 

with use. 

How is the National Population Register compiled? How is it related to citizenship and 

the decennial census? Elucidate on the pros and cons of such an interaction between 

the three.(250 words) 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
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As protests spread all across the country against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA), 2019 and 
the proposed National Register of Indian Citizens (NRIC), West Bengal and Kerala suspended work 
related to the preparation and update of the National Population Register in their respective 
States.  Thus the context of the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
Bring out the interaction of the three things – the National Population Register, citizenship Act and 
the decennial census. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Discuss the ongoing issue in short. 
Body: 
Explain what is the National Population Register (NPR) – The NPR is a database containing a list of all 
usual residents of the country. Its objective is to have a comprehensive identity database of people 
residing in the country. 
 It is generated through house-to-house enumeration during the “house-listing” phase of the census, 
which is held once in 10 years. The last census was in 2011, and the next will be done in 2021. 
Discuss the legal basis for the above. 
Debate on the link between the NPR and Aadhaar. 
Explain What is the relationship between the NPR and the Citizenship (Amendment) Act. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that There is no direct link. But remarks by the Home Minister that the CAA would be 
followed by the NRC has given rise to fears that when people are excluded from the final citizenship 
register, the CAA may help non-Muslims take the CAA route to apply for citizenship, and leave 
Muslims with no option. However, the government seeks to allay these fears. 
 

Introduction: 

National Population Register (NPR) is a database containing a list of all usual residents of the 

country. Its objective is to have a comprehensive identity database of people residing in the country. 

It is generated through house-to-house enumeration during the “house-listing” phase of the census, 

which is held once in 10 years. A usual resident for the purposes of NPR is a person who has resided 

in a place for six months or more, and intends to reside there for another six months or more. 

Body: 

NPR, citizenship and census relation: 

 NPR is a register of residents of the country with demographic and biometric details, was 

supposed to be prepared between April 2020 and September 2020 ahead of the Census 

slated for 2021. 

 The census involves a detailed questionnaire aimed at eliciting the particulars of every 

person, including age, sex, marital status, children, occupation, birthplace, mother tongue, 

religion, disability and whether they belonged to any Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe. 

On the other hand, the NPR collects basic demographic data and biometric particulars. 
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 While the census is legally backed by the Census Act, 1948, the NPR is a mechanism outlined 

in a set of rules framed under the Citizenship Act, 1955. 

 Unlike the NRC, the NPR is not a citizenship enumeration drive, as it would record even a 

foreigner staying in a locality for more than six months. 

 There is no direct link between the NPR and the CAA. 

 However, In the amendment to the Citizenship Act of 1955, a Section 14A had been inserted. 

Section 14A relates to issue of national identity cards. 

 According to Section 14A of the Citizenship Act, “the Central Government may compulsorily 

register every citizen of India and issue a national identity card to him.” 

 The same Section 14A of the Citizenship Act says, “The Central Government may maintain a 

National Register of Indian Citizens and for that purpose establish a National Registration 

Authority.” 

Pros of NPR: 

  It will streamline data of residents across various platforms. 

 For instance, it is common to find a different date of birth of a person on different 

government documents. NPR will help eliminate that. 

 NPR would help the government formulate its policies better and also aid national security. 

 NPR would help to target government beneficiaries in a better way and also further cut 

down paperwork and red tape in a similar manner that Aadhaar has done. 

 It will help in implementing the idea of ‘One Identity Card’ that has been recently floated by 

the government. 

 ‘One Identity Card’ seeks to replace duplicate and siloed documentations of Aadhaar card, 

voter ID card, banking card, passport, and more 

 With NPR data, residents will not have to furnish various proofs of age, address and other 

details in official work. 

 It would also eliminate duplication in voter lists, government insists. 

Cons of NPR: 

 NPR comes in the backdrop of the NRC excluding lakhs of people in Assam. 

 It intends to collect a much larger amount of personal data on residents of India. 

 There is yet no clarity on the mechanism for protection of this vast amount of data. 

 Privacy issue: There is no clarity on the mechanism for protection of the vast amount of data 

that will be collected through NPR. 

 With the government insisting that the NRC would be implemented across the country, the 

NPR has raised anxieties around the idea of citizenship in the country. 
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 NRC or NPR exercise, in combination with the recently enacted Citizenship (Amendment) 

Act, or CAA, could lead to disenfranchisement and harassment of the poor and 

undocumented segments of the population was not born out of anyone’s imagination 

Conclusion: 

The NPR is not about citizenship but only about residency. However, when additional questions such 

as “place of birth of father and mother”, etc. are being proposed for the forthcoming exercise, the 

concern that this may be a prelude to the NRIC is logical. 

Atal Bhujal Yojana has been launched amid growing concerns over the country’s 

groundwater resources. Explain the scheme and how will it help solve the current water 

crisis of India? (250 words) 
Indian Express 
Why this question: 
Recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Atal Bhujal Yojana, or Atal Jal, a day after the 
Cabinet approved it. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss the details of the scheme ABY and its significance in helping resolve the current water crisis in 
the country. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Highlight the water crisis prevailing in India with some key facts and figures. 
Body: 
Give a brief background of the scheme; Atal Jal is a World Bank-funded, central scheme aimed at 
improving groundwater management. It was approved by the World Bank Board in June 2018. 
The idea first came up in 2015, in view of depleting groundwater resources. The government 
announced its intention to start a programme for management of groundwater resources in the 
Budget of 2016-17, with an estimated cost of about Rs 6,000 crore. 
Explain how scarce water in India is. 
Discuss the case of ground water specifically. 
Explain the role that the scheme can play to aid conservation and better management of water. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that The focus should be on arresting the rate of decline of groundwater levels as well as 
water consumption. The scheme should focus on strengthening the institutional framework and bring 
about Behavioural changes at community level for sustainable groundwater resource management. 
 

Introduction:  

 

Atal Bhujal Yojana or Atal Jal is a World Bank-funded, central scheme aimed at improving 

groundwater management. It was approved by the World Bank Board in June 2018.  The government 

announced its intention to start a programme for management of groundwater resources in the 

Budget of 2016-17, with an estimated cost of about Rs 6,000 crore. The Government has selected 

seven states for this scheme according to the level of groundwater exploitation in these areas. 
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Body: 

 

 
Groundwater situation in India: 

 

 According to ‘Water and Related Statistics 2019’, a report published by the CWC, the annual 

replenishable groundwater resources in India (2017) are 432 BCM, out of which 393 BCM is the 

annual “extractable” groundwater availability. 

 Fifteen states account for about 90 per cent of the groundwater potential in the country. Uttar 

Pradesh accounts for 16.2 per cent, followed by Madhya Pradesh (8.4%), Maharashtra (7.3%), 

Bihar (7.3%), West Bengal (6.8%), Assam (6.6%), Punjab (5.5%) and Gujarat (5.2%). 

 The current annual groundwater extraction is 249 BCM, the largest user being the irrigation sector. 

This is why the government has called for alternatives to water-intensive crops such as paddy and 

sugarcane. 

 Compared to the decadal average for 2009-18, there has been a decline in the groundwater level 

in 61% of wells monitored by the Central Ground Water Board (CGWB). 

 Among the states where at least 100 wells were monitored, the highest depletion has been in 

Karnataka (80%), Maharashtra (75%), Uttar Pradesh (73%), Andhra Pradesh (73%), Punjab (69%). 

 

Atal Bhujal Yojana: 

 

 This scheme has been launched with an aim to raise the groundwater level in those areas where 

it has significantly gone down. 

 The objective of the scheme is to increase the level of groundwater. Also, this scheme has been 

brought by the central government to provide benefits to the farmers. 

 The central government wants to ensure adequate water storage for farmers under this scheme. 

 It has formed to benefit seven states – Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh with an aim to bring community-level groundwater 

management. 

 This scheme is expected to benefit about 8350 Gram Panchayats in 78 districts of these states. 

 As per reports, out of the total outlay of Atal Bhujal Yojana, 50 percent will be in the form of a 

World Bank loan and be repaid by the Central Government. 
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 The remaining 50 percent will be through Central Assistance from regular budgetary support. The 

entire World Bank’s loan component and Central Assistance will be passed on to the states as 

Grants. 

 

ABY’s mechanism to solve groundwater crisis: 

 

 The focus will be on arresting the rate of decline of groundwater levels as well as water 

consumption.  

 The scheme will seek to strengthen the institutional framework and bring about behavioural 

changes at community level for sustainable groundwater resource management.  

 It envisages community-led Water Security Plans. 

 There has been a Groundwater Management and Regulation scheme to manage the country’s 

groundwater resources since 2013.  

 The new scheme is an updated and modified version.  

 Concepts such as ‘Water User Associations’ and Water Budgeting will be introduced. Better 

performing districts and panchayats will get more funds. 

 

Conclusion:  

 

The Groundwater crisis is worrying for us as a family, as a citizen and as a country also it affects 

development. New India has to prepare us to deal with every situation of water crisis. There is a 

need to modernise the regulatory framework for accessing groundwater soon after massive 

expansion in mechanical pumping led to the realisation that recharge could not keep pace with use. 

The recent post-poll developments in Maharashtra and the hastily passed CAA have 

been in conflict with constitutional values. Elucidate.(250 words) 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
On the occasion of Constitution Day, at a joint sitting of Parliament to mark the 70th anniversary of 
the adoption of the Constitution, President Ram Nath Kovind, (quoting B.R.Ambedkar) made a 
significant observation that all three organs of the state, persons occupying constitutional posts, civil 
society members, and citizens should abide by ‘constitutional morality’. 
Key demand of the question: 
Critically analyse the recent happenings at the Maharashtra polls and the CAA that have been in 
conflict with constitutional values. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Discuss the current case. 
Body: 
Highlight that the Concerns about the future of democracy and democratic traditions are, no doubt, 
growing across the world. 
India was hitherto perceived to be an exception to this, being protected by safeguards found in its 
Constitution — the product of a Constituent Assembly that consisted of not only the best legal minds, 
but also of compassionate individuals who espoused the finest human values. 
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Explain the case of Maharashtra, highlight the case of CAA. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating the fact that whatever are the merits or demerits of the CAA, given India’s many-
layered democracy and the existence of different religious communities spread across different 
regions of the country, a more detailed and in-depth study was called for before pushing through 
such a key measure. 
 

Introduction:  

 

Constitutional morality means adherence to the core principles of the constitutional 

democracy. In Dr. Ambedkar’s perspective, Constitutional morality would mean an effective 

coordination between conflicting interests of different people and the administrative cooperation to 

resolve the amicably without any confrontation amongst the various groups working for the 

realization of their ends at any cost. 

 

Body: 

 

Post poll dilemma in Maharashtra: 

 

 The drama enacted after the Maharashtra State Assembly results were announced could have 

been avoided if constitutional proprieties were adhered to. 

 The pre-election alliance of the BJP-Shiv Sena had secured a majority. But the inability of the two 

allies to resolve issues relating to sharing of power led to a breakdown. 

 President’s rule had to be invoked. After a compromise was reached between the Shiv Sena, the 

Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) and the Congress to form a government, the President’s rule was 

revoked using the Prime Minister’s ‘special powers’, and a BJP-led government was sworn in. 

 The State also witnessed incidents such as sequestering of MLAs who were taken to safe havens 

to avoid poaching in the event of a trial of strength. 

 The provisions of the Constitution and the position of constitutional functionaries had been 

compromised. 

 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA): 

 The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill passed through both the Houses without any detailed debate 

or discussion thereafter is, hence, unfortunate, giving an impression that a majority in Parliament 

is adequate to push through Acts which may or may not be in tune with the Constitution. 

 The CAA only makes it easier for refugees from countries such as Afghanistan, Bangladesh and 

Pakistan to gain Indian citizenship. 

 However, it excludes certain categories, such as Muslims. This denies people belonging to one 

particular religion recourse to the new law. 

 The critics argue that this act violates the Constitution’s Article 14 and 15 which guarantees the 

fundamental right to equality to all persons. 

 While the CAA implicitly violates India’s liberal traditions, when combined with the move to 

compile a National Register of Citizens, it carries an ominous ring.  

 Many experts had apparently warned that the proposals were in violation of the Constitution 

 

Conclusion:  
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Constitution has been the guarantor of equal treatment to people of all religions and regions 

irrespective of geography and history. Thus, Constitutional morality is important for constitutional 

laws to be effective. 

Development processes and the development industry- the role of NGOs, SHGs, 

various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other 

stakeholders. 

For a neoliberal style of development process, Indian government has established 

arrangements to involve people and voluntary groups that could complement 

‘incapacities of the State’ and secure ‘bureaucratic accountability’. Discuss and 

substantiate your views. 
Indian polity by Lakshmikant. 
Why this question: 
With LPG Reforms of 1991, the power of Central Governments was diminished due to privatization of 
many sectors. The Central and State governments started to create arrangements that could 
facilitate people participation and voluntary groups in development process. 
Key demand of the question: 
To evaluate how the role of NGOs, SHGs, various groups and associations, donors, charities, 
institutional and other stakeholders has been increased in Governance. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly introduce the pre-LPG reforms era where the power was centralised with Central government 
leading to the infamous license-raj system. Then discuss about role of Government as a facilitator 
post-LPG era. 
Body: 
Discuss the initiatives taken up by Government to involve the various stakeholders 
SHG Bank-Linking Programme 1992 
National Policy Voluntary Sector, 2007 and so on. 
Now discuss the measures taken in particular how these measures have helped in overcoming the 
‘incapacities of the State’ and secure ‘bureaucratic accountability’. 
You can take help of various examples to substantiate your arguments. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with challenges faced by these bodies and way forward. 
 

Introduction:     

Neoliberalism in governance and development process means the increasing involvement of private 

sector in governance and the aim to liberalise governance machinery e.g. Ease of doing business. 

Indian State was a centralized machinery with policy making concentrated in central government. 

The power was concentrating year after year with growth in power of Planning Commission. 

With LPG Reforms of 1991, the power of Central Governments was diminished due to privatization 

of many sectors e.g. Electricity production and also reducing red-tapism and the infamous license 

raj. Invariably this has affected the development process. 

Body: 
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Development process was being spearheaded by Planning Commission in form of Five Year Plans but 

with neoliberal development process we had, 

 Multilevel governance and especially 3-tier of Panchayati Raj from 1992 

 E-Governance 

 Increasing powers of states (federal units) 

 People participation in development process 

 Finally rise of voluntary groups of civil society—NGOs, donors, SHGs, charities, trusts, etc., 

The Central and State governments started to create arrangements that could facilitate people 

participation and voluntary groups in development process. Such arrangements were: 

 SHG Bank-Linking Programme 1992 to promote SHGs by financially empowering them 

 National Policy Voluntary Sector, 2007 which clearly stated that Government of India and 

States want to involve NGOs and other groups in policy making and implementation 

 Reforms to ease opening of Trusts and Charities by amending the Indian Trusts Act and 

Societies Registration Act 1860 

 2005 Central Guidelines to incentivize and promote organ donation 

 Overseas Development Assistance Programme through which Indian diaspora can contribute 

to national development 

 Foreign Contributions Registration Act 2010 

 CAPART—Council for Advancement of People’s Action and Rural Technology—is a body 

established for doing research in developing technology for effective implementation of 

development policies and schemes. 

 In 2013 introduced Corporate Social Responsibility by amending Companies Act 2013 

COMPLEMENTING INCAPACITIES OF STATE: 

Financial Incapacities: 

 SHGs 

o Self Help Groups were instrumental in bringing the much needed finances to the 

rural women and their bank linkage helped in financial inclusion of women, 

o This has brought credit for self-employment e.g. To open a small-scale food 

processing unit. In Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu the SHG movement was 

instrumental in increasing the asset value of SHG member families by 46% in a 

decade. 

o It would have been difficult for the government to target and trickle down the 

finances necessary for women from poor families. 

 Charities 
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o Charities were able to mobilise finances from different sources and collectively 

invested in different sectors like education and health. 

o Example—AKSHAYPATRA is a charity that complements the Governments Mid-Day 

Meal programme by giving free school lunch. Its role in cash-starved states like Bihar 

indicates the potential of voluntary groups to complement incapacities of state. 

 Trusts 

o Trusts have been instruments of social capital. The organisations or heads or 

millionaires of different communities have formed trusts and invested their excess 

wealth in form of philanthropy and helped the development process 

o TTD (Tirumala Tirupati Devasthana) Trust Board is well known for its investments 

in— 

o Hunger control 

o Eradication of AIDS in children 

o Control of leprosy, etc. 

Infrastructural Incapacities: 

 Education infrastructure—NGOs like TEACH FOR INDIA have complemented infrastructural 

inefficiencies of government in following manner: 

o Brought private teachers in government schools with huge vacancies 

o Promoted under-tree schools for destitute children 

o Encouraging literacy improvement of old-aged 

 Health infrastructure—Multiple NGOs like, 

o HelpAge India—prevent blindness in destitute elders 

o CRY—works of disease control among children 

o Lepra Society—empowering leprosy patients 

 Food supply chain augmentation 

o Food supply volunteering is an ancient feature of Indian society and modern means 

of transport and technology are now harnessed effectively for the same, 

o Operation Sulaimani of Kerala’s Kozhikode district uses the volunteers to ensure 

surplus food from any part of district reaches the food scarce sections 

o No Food Waste Campaign is a social entrepreneurship body that is creating 

awareness about the fact that food waste at level of 30% in India is a cause behind 

hunger. 

Administrative Incapacities: 

 Data collection like NGO Pratham that collects data on education in rural areas. This was 

much helpful in understanding the limitations of RTE Act. 
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 Quick service delivery—NGOs with local intelligence and outreach are very helpful in taking 

the development services to households e.g. Immunization 

 Policy research—CAPART has encouraged many NGOs to develop software, data analysis, 

problem identification, etc., at field level and improved policy making. For instance, SHG 

Bank-linkage programme was not promoting income of women to the expected level 

because while their farm produced is added with value at food processing units there was 

lack of skills, marketing strategy and technical expertise. Hence, under NRLM “Capacity 

Development Personnel” were appointed to help the SHGs technically in their business 

ventures. This has been based on policy research at CAPART. 

Political Incapacities: 

 Political awareness about NOTA, different rights of the people and promoting use of PIL by 

NGOs 

 Civic sense—voluntary groups also promoted civic sense of people. By participating in civil 

society civic sense has been improved. For instance, they were helpful in keeping the cities 

clean (Clean Bangalore Initiative), etc., 

 Panchayat raj members’ empowerment by NGOs with their role in capacity building of PRI 

members especially the women without literacy. 

SECURING BUREAUCRATIC ACCOUNTABILITY: 

 SOCIAL AUDIT by NGOs like MKSS in securing accountability at BDO offices, VAOs, etc., 

 RTI Act—has been highly instrumental in enabling people participation to secure 

accountability of bureaucracy 

 For example, RTI by a common man was helpful in knowing that a village in Bangalore 

(Rural) was allocated money for road construction. No road was built but the RTI reply 

claimed “money has been duly spent for building road”. The concerned authorities were 

suspended by BBMP. 

 PUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATIONS: NGOs are helpful in securing rights of weaker sections as 

mentioned in earlier section. It is NGOs who have secured many developmental rights. 

o Right to free legal aid 

o Law for transgenders in NALSA judgement 

o Right to shelter for destitute residents of road pavement in Delhi, etc., (NGO 

Common Cause) 

 PANCHAYATI RAJ: Citizen groups like Village Sanitation and Nutrition Committees, School 

Management Committees formed by Parents under RTE were instrumental in monitoring 

and securing the accountability of bureaucracy in PRIs. 

 STING OPERATIONS: 

 Public activists have revealed many coercive briberies done by bureaucrats with help of sting 

operation. For instance, Free meal shops selling food to hotels, this was unearthed in a sting 
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operation in Karnataka, the coerced bribery taken by VAO was video recorded and uploaded 

in YouTube leading to his dismissal 

 PUBLIC GRIEVANCE MECHANISM: At both central and state level have been helpful in 

ensuring the grievances of the people are ventilated and necessary remedial actions were 

taken. E.g. Delay in renewal of PDS cards and so lack of access to PDS food grains has been 

the largest received grievance after the initiative to give SMART CARDS (Ration cards). 

Conclusion: 

Hence, the centralized machinery is getting radically replaced by a machinery in which 

private sector, common man and voluntary groups have become organic and integral parts. 

However, overregulation of voluntary groups, lack of finances with NGOs themselves, disjointed 

voluntary groups have been undermining evolution of this neoliberal governance machinery. Also, 

delegation of responsibility to these groups could keep the State machinery backward perpetually. 

Hence a balance of State capacity building and voluntary group promotion is in best interest of good 

governance in long-term. 

Discuss the role played by NGOs, SHGs and international institutions through their 

development initiatives in women empowerment and gender sensitisation? (250 

words) 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
Last week’s brutal rape and murder of a 26-year-old veterinarian in Hyderabad has led to an 
outpouring of anger across the country and in Parliament. The huge increase in such crimes across 
the country needs Gender sensitisation and wider societal changes are needed to end such heinous 
acts. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question expects us to discuss the role played by NGOs and developmental institutions in women 
empowerment and gender sensitisation. First we need to highlight the women issues in India and 
thereafter explain how NGOs and international institutions can and are playing a huge role in 
tackling such challenges. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Explain that in a democracy, civil society has an important role to play in fulfilling developmental 
agenda and organised efforts happen through NGOs. 
Body: 
Discuss the state of problem of women empowerment and gender sensitisation. 
Highlight how NGOs help in addressing the hunger problem and the role played by international 
institutions in women empowerment and gender sensitisation 
Discuss what more needs to be done. Discuss the issues faced by such NGOs and what needs to be 
done in this regard. 
Conclusion – Give your view and discuss way forward. 
 

Introduction: 
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Gender inequality is a long-term problem in our society and female are discriminated in many ways 

in the social context of India, although legally women have equal right. Thus, there is a great need to 

sensitize the society on gender issues so that there would be no discrimination on the basis of 

gender. Women empowerment through gender sensitization is one of the key criteria to unlock the 

potential of women. 

Body: 

Role played by NGOs for women empowerment and gender sensitisation: 

Women Empowerment has been the primary focus for both government and most NGO’s. Voluntary 

action promoted by NGOs engaged in development play a significant role towards rural 

development which is dependent upon the active participation of the volunteers through Non-

Government Organizations (NGO). 

The various roles of NGOs towards women empowerment are described below: 

 Educating the Rural Women 

 Supplementation of Government Efforts 

 Efforts Organizing the Rural Women 

 Building various Model and Experiment 

 Ensure Women’s Participation in their empowerment 

 Mobilizing the optimum Resources 

 Promoting Rural Leadership 

 Representing the Rural Women 

 Promoting Technology in Rural areas 

 Providing effective & efficient Training to Rural Women. 

 Monitoring and Evaluation. 

 Impact assessment. 

Role played by SHGs for women empowerment and gender sensitisation: 

 A self-help group is a village based financial intermediary committee usually composed of 

10-20 local woman. The members make small regular saving contributions for a few months 

until there is enough capital in the group for lending. Funds may then be lent back to the 

members or other villagers. These SHGs are then further ‘linked’ to banks for delivery of 

micro credit. It lays emphasis on capacity building, planning of activity clusters, 

infrastructure build up, technology, credit and marketing. 

 The basic objective is to inculcate the habit of saving and using banking facilities among the 

members. The saving habit thus strengthens the bargaining capacity of the women and they 

are in a better position to acquire loans for productive purposes. The women gain from 

collective wisdom in managing their finances and distributing the benefits among 

themselves. 
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 The SHG play a major role in sensitising more women to form SHGs and in making they 

realise its importance in their empowerment. This helps the women collective decision 

making and also to enhance the confidence and capabilities of the women. 

 These groups go a long way in motivating women to take up social responsibilities 

particularly related to women development. SHGs are considered as one of the most 

significant tools to adopt participatory approach for the economic empowerment of women. 

 Lastly, the most important change that the SHG culture has brought in the country is to 

change the gender dynamics of power within a family and ultimately the society at large. 

They now have greater say in the family matters and also are seen as stakeholders and 

partners in taking the community forward. The financial independence has eventually paved 

the way for societal upliftment of women and their voices. 

Role played by international institutions for women empowerment and gender sensitisation:  

 The UN began celebrating the International Day in 1975, which was designated International 

Women’s Year. Over the decades it has morphed from recognizing the achievements of 

women to becoming a rallying point to build support for women’s rights and participation, in 

the political and economic arenas. 

 Achieving a gender-equal world requires social innovations that work for both women and 

men and leave no one behind, according to the overarching UN strategy. E-learning 

platforms that take classrooms to women and girls; affordable and quality childcare centres; 

and technology shaped by women, are a few examples of the innovation needed to meet 

the 2030 deadline set out in the Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 The 20-year review of the Beijing Platform and Declaration for Action (BPfA) carried out in 

2015 highlighted slow and uneven progress across UN Member States in removing barriers 

to women’s economic progress. 

 The Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) 

includes a number of Articles related to women’s economic empowerment. To date, 189 

countries have ratified or acceded to CEDAW, which is legally binding in those countries. 

 The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development entails 17 Sustainable Goals (SDGs) and 169 

targets which apply to all countries. There are targets on women’s economic empowerment 

across the 17 Goals. 

 A range of International Labour Organization Conventions and Recommendations relevant 

to women’s economic empowerment have been adopted, but ratification and 

implementation across EU Member States, and globally, remains inconsistent. 

 Other UN-led initiatives include the Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights and 

the Women’s Empowerment Principles. 

Way forward: 

 Government should act to empower women and should take steps to eliminate inequalities 

between men and women as soon as possible by: 
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 Establishing mechanisms for women’s equal participation and equitable representation at all 

levels of the political process and public life in each community and society and enabling 

women to articulate their concerns and needs; 

 Promoting the fulfilment of women’s potential through education, skill development and 

employment, giving paramount importance to the elimination of poverty, illiteracy and ill 

health among women; 

 Eliminating all practices that discriminate against women; assisting women to establish and 

realize their rights, including those that relate to reproductive and sexual health; 

 Adopting appropriate measures to improve women’s ability to earn income beyond 

traditional occupations, achieve economic self-reliance, and ensure women’s equal access to 

the labour market and social security systems; 

 Eliminating violence against women; 

 Eliminating discriminatory practices by employers against women, such as those based on 

proof of contraceptive use or pregnancy status; 

 Making it possible, through laws, regulations and other appropriate measures, for women to 

combine the roles of child-bearing, breast-feeding and child-rearing with participation in the 

workforce. 

The role played by NGOs in protecting and promoting human rights in India is 

exemplary. However, they pose an equal security concern in recent days. Critically 

examine the paradox. What measures are needed to regulate the NGOs? 
Reference 
Reference 
Why this question: 
The question is based on the active role of NGOs in India and the recent controversies and blacklisting 
of few NGOs by Home Ministry. 
Key demand of the question: 
Answer must discuss the role of NGOs in Indian society and the challenges that they face /issues 
involved in their functioning in detail along with suggestions as to how can we overcome and address 
such issues. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In a few introductory lines explain what are NGOs. 
Body: 
What are NGOs and their key features – 
As defined by the World Bank NGOs refers to not-for-profit organizations that pursue activities to 
relieve suffering, promote the interests of the poor, protect the environment, provide basic social 
services, or undertake community development. 
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These organizations are not a part of the government, have a legal status and they are registered the 
specific Act under which they have to be registered. 
The term NGO in India denotes wide spectrum of organizations which may be non-governmental, 
quasi or semi-governmental, voluntary or non-voluntary etc. 
With suitable examples, discuss how they have upheld the human rights and spoken vociferously 
about the human rights violations in India. 
Discuss the various challenges posed by NGO – 
Accreditation remains a big challenge as it is very difficult to distinguish whether an organization 
wants to work for the cause or has been set up only for the purpose of receiving government grants. 
Over dependence on funds from the government dilutes the willingness of NGOs to speak out against 
the government. 
NGOs have acted as a cover for organized crime in past and are often seen as fronts for 
fundamentalist causes. Foreign funded NGOs have been responsible for organizing agitations and 
scuttling development projects in India. 
NGOs are often seen as encroaching on centuries-old tradition and culture of the people, and lead to 
mass protest at times. Ban of Jallikattu, after the PIL by PETA is one such example. 
Now discuss the measures needed to regulate the NGOs. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO) are legally constituted organizations, operates 

independently from the government and are generally considered to be “non-state, non-profit 

oriented groups who pursue purposes of public interest”. The primary objective of NGOs is 

to provide social justice, development and human rights. NGOs are generally funded totally or 

partly by governments and they maintain their non-governmental status by excluding government 

representatives from membership in the organization. 

Body: 

Role of NGOs in protecting and promoting human rights: 

 Protection of Rights: 

o They are playing a protective role by seeing that the tribal rights are safeguarded. 

Greenpeace is one such organization. 

o Implementation of PESA act to empower gram Sabha to safeguard tribal rights and 

culture. 

o Implementation of forest right act 2006 to ensure individual and community rights 

for tribals over forest and forest produce 

o Fighting on land issues, restoration of land rights and Fighting against injustice. E.g.: 

Dongria Konds’ fight for land in the Niyamgiri hills. 

 Education: 

o They have helped facilitate free boarding and lodging to the Tribal children for 

education 
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o Computer centres were also being established by various NGO’s such as Kothari 

institute. 

o These institutions are directing their energies for socio-economic development of 

tribes to bring them into fruitful channels of development 

 Health and Medicine: 

o NGOs have contributed in a positive note to the development of tribal health and in 

the protection of their indigenous knowledge base which is either ignored or 

exploited. 

o Tribals have a profound knowledge of the flora and fauna, the appropriate plant 

species with medical importance, their location, the parts to be used, time of 

collection, preparation and administration of the same. 

o Their knowledge of the ethno-medicine is very important   for   their 

o Provision of food: Nutrition programmes and Immunization drives against deadly 

diseases 

 Environmental Conservation: 

o Protection of sacred groves, water bodies etc. which hold cultural significance for 

tribal population. 

o Fights against construction of dams, roads, industries in the Eco-Sensitive Zones 

which can affect the ecosystem. 

 Livelihood enhancement: 

o Self-employment by Guidance on self-occupation, Handicraft development etc. 

o To overcome the debt trap, several NGO have formed Self-help Groups (SHG’s), 

which pool money collected from tribals and provide low interest loans to them. 

o Providing market access to the Minor Forest Produce collected by tribals and the 

products created by them. 

o This helps reduce the distress migration to cities in search of work. 

 Awareness Generation: 

o The NGOs create awareness among the tribals by demonstrating the conservation 

and preservation of the forest and its resources. 

o They use the audio-visual aids for creating a lasting impression and campaign for 

ensuring the promotion of important herbal plants in kitchen-garden and nurseries. 

 Inclusive Development: 

o Activities related with Women’s development: Formation of Women’s groups, 

Saving group of women, training of self-employment, Women’s Co-operative 

Society, Income generation for women, Women’s employment, etc. 

o Youth development activities: Formation of Youth groups. 
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Issues involved in NGO functioning: 

 Misappropriation of funds: Many NGOs don’t have sophisticated finance and legal teams, 

nor do they have the funds to conduct audits. 

 The issue of foreign funding: According to government data a total of 3,068 non-

governmental organizations (NGOs) received foreign funding above Rs. 22,000 Cr in 2014-15. 

It is often said that foreign-funded NGOs tries to propagate the foreign propaganda to stall 

developmental projects. Example: Kudankulam Protest. 

 Non-accountable, non-transparent undemocratic functioning: CBI records filed in the 

Supreme Court show that only 10% of the total registered NGOs under the Societies 

Registration Act file annual financial statements. 

 Money Laundering: Corrupt or unscrupulous NGOs that receive foreign funds may serve as 

conduits for money laundering. 

 Accreditation remains a big challenge as it is very difficult to distinguish whether an 

organization wants to work for the cause or has been set up only for the purpose of 

receiving government grants. 

 Over dependence on funds from the government dilutes the willingness of NGOs to speak 

out against the government. 

 NGOs are often seen as encroaching on centuries-old tradition and culture of the people, 

and lead to mass protest at times. Ban of Jallikattu, after the PIL by PETA is one such 

example 

Way Forward: 

 A National Accreditation Council consisting of academicians, activist, retired bureaucrats 

should be made to ensure compliance by NGOs. 

 There should be better coordination between Ministries of Home Affairs and Finance in 

terms of monitoring and regulating illicit and unaccounted funds. 

 A regulatory mechanism to keep a watch on the financial activities of NGOs and voluntary 

organizations is the need of the hour. 

 Citizens today are keen to play an active role in processes that shape their lives and it is 

important that their participation in democracy go beyond the ritual of voting and should 

include promotion of social justice, gender equity, inclusion etc. 

 The government should frame guidelines for their accreditation, the manner in which these 

organizations should maintain their accounts and the procedure for recovery in case they fail 

to submit their balance sheets. 

 Avoid tussle between Home Ministry and Finance Ministry by bringing the regulation of 

NGOs under one head. 

 General Financial Rules, 2005 have mandated a regulatory mechanism for the NGOs and a 

comprehensive law in line with these rules should be framed in no time. 

Conclusion: 
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NGOs, Pressure groups and CSOs form the backbone of democracy. Democracy does not just revolve 

around elections but how rights of the citizens are protected and are allowed to hold power holders 

accountable. The state must respect the articulation of the politics of voice and not just the politics 

of the vote. The promises of democracy can only be realised through collective action in civil society. 

A democratic state needs a democratic civil society and a democratic civil society also needs a 

democratic state. They mutually reinforce each other. 

Pressure tactics and methods have become an integral part of the political process in 

India. In this light, critically examine the role played by caste based pressure groups in 

Indian politics? (250 words). 
Indian polity by Lakshmikant. 
Why this question: 
Key demand of the question: 
The question expects us to discuss the role played by NGOs and developmental institutions in women 
empowerment and gender sensitisation. First we need to highlight the women issues in India and 
thereafter explain how NGOs and international institutions can and are playing a huge role in 
tackling such challenges. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define what is a pressure group. 
Body: 
Discuss the impact of pressure groups in Indian politics in general. Like by means of ‘lobbying’, 
behind-the-schemes bargaining, propaganda and information and electoral support, persuasion and 
threats of violence, these groups make tremendous pressure on the government political process. 
Define what is a caste based pressure group. 
Discuss the various positive impacts like political empowerment, influencing policy decisions and so 
on 
Discuss the negative impacts like Identity politics, communal violence, and so on 
Conclusion: 
Give your view and discuss way forward. 
 

Introduction:      

Pressure groups are forms of organisations, which exert pressure on the political or administrative 

system of a country to extract benefits out of it and to advance their own interests. The term 

‘pressure group’ refers to any interest group whose members because of their shared common 

attributes make claims on the other groups and on the political process. Caste based pressure 

groups arise from a particular caste and influence government policies in favour of their social and 

political demands. 

Body: 

Caste system, being a vital inherent feature of Indian society provides a fertile and a strong 

foundation for pressure group activities influencing the polity of India: 
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 Deepens Democracy: They provide vital link between the government and the governed. 

 Political empowerment: Increasing caste based representation, participatory assertion and 

subsequent political steps taken. Ex: Marwari Association in Rajasthan. 

 Influence policy decision: Pre-independence PG’s highlighted social issues which led to 

constitutional provision of securing equality and justice for downtrodden. Towards this 

pursuit, state came out with affirmative measures like reservation in education and 

employment. 

 Achieve constitutional ideals: of equality, justice and dignity. Voice is given to the 

marginalised sections as they cannot be ignored in the first-past-the-post electoral system. 

 Legislative measures for empowerment of the lower castes: Article 17 for the abolition of 

untouchability, several fundamental rights and DPSPs like Article 15, Article 46, Article 335 

for claims to services and posts etc. 

 Creation of caste based development corporations: National Scheduled Castes Finance and 

Development Corporation (NSCFDC), Dr. BR Ambedkar Development Corporation by 

Government of Karnataka etc. 

 Strengthening the democratic nature and inclusive governance: With the marginalized 

sections’ increasing participation through PG mobilization, awareness and exercise of their 

rights, they are encouraged into the mainstream effectively. 

 Increasing self-identity/Preservation of ethos and cultural importance: Ex: Celebration of 

Bhima-Koregaon battle by Dalits. 

 Paved way for the representation at national and regional political landscape. Ex: Political 

parties like BSP whose political origin is traced back to caste based PGs. 

However, there have been some concerns posed by the activities of caste based PGs: 

 Identity politics: Politicians seem to take advantage through caste appeasement and neglect 

the actual needs and policies required for upliftment, often agreeing to illegitimate and 

parochial demands. Ex: Reservation to upper and well off castes in Gujarat, Maharashtra etc. 

when they do not meet criteria of social or educational backward classes. 

 Caste based violence: Riots and unpleasant clashes with other castes, sometimes ending in 

death or serious consequences. Ex: Clashes between upper castes and the Mahars on the 

200th anniversary of the Battle of Bhima Koregaon. 

 Fragmentation of society and enhanced caste consciousness: Creation of favour in own 

interests and animosity between different sections of people. Ex: Lingayat Sect in Karnataka. 

 Assertions: There is revival of caste based politics in new form through caste assertions to 

gain political space thereby creating new wedge in society. 

 Political class agreeing to demands under pressure. Ex: reservation for Marathas when they 

do not meet the criteria of socially-educationally backward class. 

Conclusion: 
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In a democratic nation like India, Pressure groups provide an informal means to meet and serve 

needs of different classes and sections of society. However, pursuit of illogical and unnecessary 

demands should not override affirmative action to ensure a vibrant and inclusive polity especially as 

seen in the recent elections that have shown a positive direction in the sphere of exercising voting 

rights by citizens of India based on growth and development rather than caste based results in many 

places. 

Women SHGs have emerged as vibrant community institutions of the poor. Examine. 
Hindustan Times 
Why this question: 
The question is based on the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihood Mission (DAY-
NRLM), which is a programme for social and economic empowerment of women through community 
institutions of the poor. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must discuss the importance of the Self Help Groups in women empowerment, poverty 
alleviation and how they have emerged as vibrant community institutions of the poor.. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
What do you understand by Self-help Groups? Then talk about how the Deendayal Antyodaya 
Yojana-National Rural Livelihood Mission (DAY-NRLM) touches the lives of over 6.47 crore women 
who have, to date, formed 59 lakh Self Help Groups (SHGs) 
Body: 
Discuss about the importance of SHGs in women and rural empowerment 
Then highlight the various learnings in the last 5 years of DAY-NRLM and SHG scheme 
Discuss the challenges faced to realise its full potential across India. 
What are the measures needed to tackle it? 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

A self-help group (SHG) is a village-based financial intermediary committee normally consist of 10–

20 local women or men.  When the formal financial system fails to help the needy, then small groups 

volunteer to cater to the needs of the financially weak by collecting, saving and lending the money 

on a micro scale.  SHGs have gained wide recognition in most developing countries in Asia where 

their presence is quite pervasive 

Body: 

The Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihood Mission (DAY-NRLM) is a programme for 

social and economic empowerment of women through community institutions of the poor. It 

touches the lives of over 6.47 crore women who have, to date, formed 59 lakh Self Help Groups 

(SHGs). In the last five years, there have been many learnings from this transformation of lives and 

livelihoods under the programme. 

SHG Movement in India: 
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 The concept evolved over decades and was pioneered by Noble laureate Mohammad Yunus 

as Self Help Groups (SHGs) in 1970s. 

 SHG movement in India gained momentum after 1992, when NABARD realised its potential 

and started promoting it. 

 NABARD’s SHG-Bank Linkage Program (SBLP) connected group members to formal financial 

services. 

 Over the last two decades, the SBLP has proven to be a great medium for social and 

economic empowerment for rural women. 

 India has witnessed state-led promotion of SHGs through a three-tiered architecture of 

community institutions at group, village and cluster le 

 In 1999, Government of India, introduced Swarn Jayanti Gram Swarojgaar Yojana (SGSY) to 

promote self-employment in rural areas through formation and skilling of SHGs. 

 The programme evolved as a national movement in 2011 and became National Rural 

Livelihoods Mission (NRLM). 

 The programme was renamed in November 2015 as Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana (DAY –

NRLM). 

 DAY –NRLM now covers 100 million families through 8.5 million SHGs with savings deposit of 

approx. INR 161 billion. 

 State government initiatives such Kudumbasree in Kerala and Jeevika in Bihar. 

Role of SHGs in India: 

 SHGs have played an important role in enabling financial inclusion in rural areas. 

 It has financially empowered women within the family and in local community. 

 SHGs have the required social and financial capital to expedite India’s economic growth. 

 The Social capital of SHGs could be an asset for solving various social issues in India e.g. 

gender based discrimination, dowry system, casteism etc. 

 There are many successful cases where SHG women have come together to close liquor 

shops in their village. 

 They also act as a delivery mechanism for various services like entrepreneurial training, 

livelihood promotion activity and community development programs. 

 Study shows that women in SHGs are more likely to save on a regular basis, have formal 

loans and scored more on average on the empowerment index. 

 They can act as an intermediary to provide financial services in their community 

Women SHGs have emerged as vibrant community institutions of the poor: 

In the last five years, there have been many learnings from this transformation of lives and 

livelihoods under the programme. 
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 First, thanks to the intensive processes of developing social capital under the DAY-NRLM, 

women’s SHGs and their federations have emerged as vibrant community institutions of the 

poor. They have expanded their mandate from following only the Panchasutra of good 

savings and borrowing to Dasasutra that encompasses access to public services, education, 

health and well-being of poor households. 

 Second, the community resource persons (CRPs) are the biggest strength of this movement. 

Over 2.5 lakh women CRPs, who have come out of poverty, have been setting up women’s 

collectives across the country, and enabling the last-mile delivery of livelihoods extension 

and financial services to rural poor households. 

 Third, women SHGs and panchayat leaders are trying to find more meaningful solutions to 

the challenges of development. The women SHGs are involved in gram sabha meetings and 

in developing gram panchayat development plans. Over one lakh SHG women have been 

trained to conduct social audit of programmes to improve accountability to the community. 

 Fourth, financial resources from all ongoing programmes in rural areas are now focused on 

villages with social capital of the DAY-NRLM women SHGs on a priority basis. 

 Fifth, opportunities for skilling and diversification of livelihoods are being provided through 

the skills programmes of the ministry of rural development and community-training 

institutions. 

 Sixth, credit linkage for these women SHGs are a priority, and a series of confidence-building 

measures have been undertaken to give banks the comfort that these women will not only 

borrow, but also return on time. The setting up of the community-based recovery 

mechanism (CBRM), positioning community resource persons (bank sakhis) to act as a bridge 

between community and the bank as well as positioning of more than 4,000 bank sakhis as 

Business Correspondent Agents (BCAs) has generated confidence for the DAY-NRLM system. 

The training of bank managers and efforts at financial literacy and skills also helped. 

 Seventh, pro-poor public welfare programmes have improved the asset base of many 

women SHGs. The DAY-NRLM women played a very important role in building a movement 

for better public services at the local level. This was seen most during the Gram Swaraj 

Abhiyan in 65,000 villages to guarantee seven very basic services for the deprived and in the 

POSHAN Abhiyan. 

 Eighth, the efforts at promoting innovative interventions in farm and non-farm livelihoods 

broke new grounds in leveraging social capital of the SHGs for sustained economic activity. 

The setting up of 11,426 custom hiring centres and 760 rural transport centres, managed by 

the SHGs, is an indication of the diversity of livelihood development and opportunities. 

Conclusion: 

The poor women have come out of chronic poverty, and are now poised for higher order credit 

support. Now, nano enterprises of SHG women have to be formalized to develop them into micro 

and small enterprises with a proper value chain, and link them to markets. The DAY-NRLM 

programme and its women now have the social capital and the ability to make transformational 

changes in lives and livelihoods. Social capital is not only good social justice, it is also the best 

foundation for a shared sustained economic progress. 
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Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions 

and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable 

sections. 

Discuss the various constitutional safeguards for protection of women and schemes 

introduced by the government to empower women? 
The Hindu 
Indian Polity by Lakshmikant. 
Why this question: 
The question is based on various dangers faced by women and in the backdrop of heinous crimes 
perpetuated against women. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question expects us to list out the constitutional provisions related to empowerment of women, 
the various schemes launched for women’s empowerment. Thereafter we need to discuss the impact 
of such measures and what more needs to be done. 
Directive word: 
Discuss – In your discussion, you need to answer the key demand of the question 
Structure of the answer 
Introduction 
Discuss the status quo of women and why they are considered as vulnerable section. 
Body: 
Explain the constitutional safeguards for women such as Art. 15(3), Art. 23, Art. 39: Guarantees equal 
pay to women for equal work. In the case of Randhir Singh vs Union of India, SC held that the concept 
of equal pay for equal work is indeed a constitutional goal and is capable of being enforced through 
constitutional remedies under Art. 32, art 40, art 42, art 44 etc 
Discuss some of the welfare schemes for safety of women, literacy and employment of women, 
pregnancy support etc. 
Discuss that the schemes have evolved over the years from treating women as passive recipients of 
state generosity to active participants of the development process. 
Conclusion: 
Discuss the impact of these schemes and what more needs to be done. 
 

Introduction: 

Women make up half of India’s population. Over the years we have seen women grow in public life- 

working in offices, representing in international sports, in bureaucracy, politics, international 

organisations and much more. This change is positive and is happening at a pace faster than ever 

before. 

Body: 

Constitutional safeguards: The Constitution of India guaranteed justice-social, economic and 

political, liberty of thought, and equality to all citizens. Constitution provided for equality of women 

and called State to take measures to neutralize the socio-economic, educational and political 

disadvantage faced by women 

 Article 14: It guarantees equality before law and equal protection of law with in the territory 

of India. 
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 Article 15: It prohibits discrimination on the basis of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth. 

According to article 15(3), State can make special provisions for the benefit women and 

children. 

 Article 16: Equality of opportunity for all citizens in matter relating to employment. No 

citizen can be denied employment on grounds of religion, race, cast, sex, decent, place of 

birth residence or any of them. 

 Article 39(a) provides for an adequate means of livelihood for all citizen. 

 Article 39 (b) has provisions for equal pay for equal work for both men and women. 

 Article 39 (c) has provisions for securing the health and strength of workers, men and 

women, and not to abuse the tender age of children. 

 Article 42: It guarantees just and humane condition of work and maternity relief. Article 42 

is in accordance with Article 23 and 25 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

 Article 325 and 326: They guarantee political equality, equal right to participate in political 

activity and right to vote, respectively. 

 Article 243 (D): It provides for the political reservation to women in every panchayat 

election. It has extended this reservation to elected office as well. 

Women Empowerment Schemes: 

 Financial empowerment: 

o Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana was launched in 2015, under which small affordable 

deposits are made in the bank accounts of girls, with the benefit of higher rate of 

interest. 

o Support to Training and Employment Program (STEP) is aimed at adding new skills to 

women. 

o Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, has within two years brought in 16.34 crore 

women under the banking system. 

 Encouraging Entrepreneurship: 

o Under the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana, the government has provided credit to 

small entrepreneurs without collateral. 75% of these loans have been given to 

women, with 9.81 crore women entrepreneurs already benefitting from them under 

the scheme. 

o Over 47 lakh SHGs have been promoted under the National Rural Livelihood Mission 

(NRLM). 

o Skill development is another key aspect for raising the potential of our female 

workforce. Half of the certificates awarded under Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas 

Yojana have been given to women candidates. 

o To reach the yet unreached women across the country, ministry has recently 

launched the Mahila Shakti Kendra scheme. Under this 3 lakh student volunteers 
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are fanning out across the country to directly reach women at village level with 

government schemes and services for their empowerment. 

o The government seeks to bring women to the forefront of India’s entrepreneurial 

ecosystem by providing access to loans, markets and training. 

o The MSME Development Organisations (MSME-DO), the various State Small 

Industries Development Corporations (SSIDCs), the nationalised banks and even 

NGOs are conducting various programs including Entrepreneurship Development 

Programs (EDPs) to cater to the needs of potential women entrepreneurs. 

o SIDBI has been implementing two schemes for women entrepreneurs 

namely, Mahila Udyam Nidhi and Mahila Vikas Nidhi. 

o A few government efforts at promoting entrepreneurship and innovation are: 

 Start-up India. 

 Stand-up India. 

 Support to Training and Employment Programme for Women (STEP). 

 Trade related Entrepreneurship Assistance and Development (TREAD). 

 Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY). 

 Science for Equity Empowerment and Development (SEED). 

 Mudra Yojana for women. 

 NITI Aayog launched Women Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP). 

o Empowering Motherhood: 

 The paid maternity leave for working women to 26 weeks empowers them 

as they need not fear loss of salary or job due to childbirth. 

 In order to extend protection to the unorganised sector as well, pregnant 

and lactating mothers are provided cash incentives under the PM Matru 

Vandana Yojana. 

o Women health: 

 To empower women and protect their health, the PM Ujjawala scheme has 

been introduced, which provides free LPG cylinders to women from BPL 

families to replace unclean cooking fuels. 

o Women safety: 

 33% reservation for women in the police force is also being implemented. 

 The Nirbhaya Fund is also being used to roll-out comprehensive plans to 

make 8 major cities in the country safer for women and also improve our 

forensic analysis abilities in cases of sexual assault. 
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o National Mission for Empowerment of Women (NMEW) scheme 2016-17 is a 

combined strategy for inter-sectoral convergence of programs for women, with the 

use of multiple communication tools in advocacy campaigns. 

o Women’s helpline came into existence to reach out to women in distress. 

o Women’s SHGs have mobilised and facilitated women in availing facilities for 

development, be it information, financial or material resources or services. 

o In all such women-centric programs, Information, Education and Communication 

(IEC) forms an inseparable part. 

o The issue of women’s empowerment caught the entire nation’s imagination with the 

launch of ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’ program at Panipat in Haryana in 2015, one of 

the worst affected districts in the state, with the abysmally low Sex Ratio at Birth 

(SRB). 

o The program has already begun showing positive gains. Reason for its success is the 

success of public communication strategy which is based on innovative local level 

interventions. 

Other schemes are: 

 One Stop Centre Scheme 

 UJJAWALA: A Comprehensive Scheme for Prevention of trafficking and Rescue, 

Rehabilitation and Re-integration of Victims of Trafficking and Commercial Sexual 

Exploitation 

 Working Women Hostel 

 Swadhar Greh (A Scheme for Women in Difficult Circumstances) 

 Support to Training and Employment Programme for Women (STEP) 

 Nari Shakti puraskar 

 Mahila E-Haat 

 Mahila Shakti Kendras (MSK) 

Success of the schemes: 

 India has been successful in achieving gender parity in school education. Even in technical 

and professional education the representation is significantly increasing. 

 The literacy rate of women has risen from a mere 9% in 1951 to 65% in 2011. 

 In the workplace today, every fourth worker in India is a woman. With their increasing 

participation in a variety of fields, women’s bargaining power in both private and public life 

is 

 Elected women representatives now make up about 46% of our panchayat members. With 

this the landscape of our country is changing from ground up. 
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 Institutional births have risen to an all-time high of 79% in 2014-15. The maternal mortality 

rate has dropped by half in the decade between 2001-03 and 2011-13. 

 The number of women with a bank account has also increased. 

Criticism: 

 Women still face serious dangers to their life and liberty in our country. We hear of horrific 

incidents of violence every day. 

 Women still contribute a disproportionate amount of unpaid work in their homes and on 

farms. 

 They are often not given an equal say in household or work decisions. 

 The conventional ‘one size fits all’ empowerment programmes fail to address problems of 

the most marginalised women. 

 Women’s multiple identities of class, caste, ethnicity, gender and other forms of hierarchy 

and differences including social locations in households as daughters, daughter-in-law, 

mothers, mother-in-law, wives and widows tend to push women to the margins and make 

them more vulnerable to discrimination in terms of access to basic human rights, 

opportunities and resources. 

 To challenge the dominant beliefs of the society in terms of hierarchy, patriarchy and power 

politics requires empowerment policies and programmes that seek to and understand how 

the convergence of multiple identities with gender manifests to impede women’s 

empowerment 

 Banking Correspondents (BCs): 

o The strategy has not given fruitful results due to lack of adequate branding of BCs 

because of low incentive and compensation structure and preference for brick and 

mortar branch by the rural economy. 

 Stereotyping of women continues: 

o New stories of violence or sexual harassment against women do appear on 

newspapers, but often with a bias in reporting. 

 Women as serious decision makers or as hard core professionals are mostly being 

overlooked. 

 Their success stories only find place, when they have been able to break the glass ceiling and 

or have reached the pinnacle of success. 

Way forward: 

 Strengthening economic citizenship of women involves meeting her personal aspirations, 

while she contributes to household’s income and is a caregiver. 

 Pursuit of inclusive growth involves the role of the state as a regulator while providing public 

goods and services alongside liberal socio-cultural norms within the household/ community. 
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 Fiscal policies like lower taxes did not improve female employment as the gains from it 

perhaps did not offset the costs involved. 

 With stagnant and low share of formal sector employment, the announcement in the Budget 

2018, that contribution by new women recruits to EPFO be reduced from 12% to 8% to 

increase the take home pay may neither incentivize participation nor retention rates. 

 MGNREGA increased FWPR, reduced gender gaps in wages in other markets with positive 

implications on poverty, child and own nutritional status and empowerment. 

 Collection of time use data would inform how women spend their time in social production 

but will also give insights about how men in many families share household work. 

 Caregiving and breadwinning are equally important for improved well-being of the 

individuals in a nation. 

Despite its transformative potential, the mid-day meal scheme is perceived as charity, 

not a civic responsibility. Discuss. 
The Hindu 
PRS 
Why this question: 
Two decades have passed since the mid-day meal became a part of the daily routine in government 
schools nationwide. In this long passage of time, procedures have stabilised but accidents continue to 
occur. Funds from the Centre flow smoothly though procurement of food items faces hurdles of 
different kinds. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must assess the reasons for constant occurrence of issues in the mid-day meal scheme. One 
must also provide the measures to overcome the same. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly introduce the Midday Meal Scheme as a scheme which is a school meal programme of the 
Government of India designed to improve the nutritional status of school-age children nationwide. 
Ever since it was made compulsory under a Supreme Court order, the mid-day meal scheme has 
received considerable appreciation. It is the world’s biggest scheme of its kind. 
Body: 
The answer should cover the following: 
About: Launched in the year 1995 as a centrally sponsored scheme, it provides that every child within 
the age group of six to fourteen years studying in classes I to VIII who enrolls and attends the school, 
shall be provided hot cooked meal having nutritional standards of 450 calories and 12 gm of protein 
for primary (I- V class) and 700 calories and 20 gm protein for upper primary (VI-VIII class), free of 
charge every day except on school holidays. 
The scheme covers all government and government aided schools and also Madarsa and Maqtabs 
supported under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA). 
Objectives: The key objectives of the MDMS are to address the issues of hunger and education in 
schools by serving hot cooked meals; improve the nutritional status of children and improve 
enrollment, attendance and retention rates in schools and other education centres. 
Benefits of the scheme. 
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Key issues with the implementation of the scheme. 
What needs to be done to address these issues and challenges? 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction: 

Two decades have passed since the mid-day meal became a part of the daily routine in government 

schools nationwide. In this long passage of time, procedures have stabilized but accidents continue 

to occur. Funds from the Centre flow smoothly though procurement of food items faces hurdles of 

different kinds. The MDMS is the world’s largest school meal programme and reaches an estimated 

12 crore children across 12 lakh schools in India. 

Body: 

Provisions:  

 The MDMS emerged out of the National Programme of Nutritional Support to Primary 

Education (NP – NSPE), a centrally sponsored scheme formulated in 1995 to improve 

enrollment, attendance and retention by providing free food grains to government run 

primary schools. 

 In 2002, the Supreme Court directed the government to provide cooked mid-day meals (as 

opposed to providing dry rations) in all government and government aided primary schools. 

 Calorie norms for the meals have been regularly revised starting from 300 calories in 2004, 

when the scheme was relaunched as the Mid-Day Meal Scheme. 

 At present the MDMS provides children in government aided schools and education centres 

a cooked meal for a minimum of 200 days 

Objectives: The key objectives of the MDMS are to address the issues of hunger and education in 

schools by serving hot cooked meals; improve the nutritional status of children and improve 

enrollment, attendance and retention rates in schools and other education centres 

Implementation of the scheme: 
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Key issues with the implementation of the scheme: 

 Irregularity in serving meals 

 Irregularity in supply of food grains to schools 

 Caste based discrimination in serving of food 

 Poor quality of food 

 Poor coverage under School Health Programme 

 Poor infrastructure (kitchen sheds in particular) 

 Poor hygiene 

 Poor community participation 

The mid-day meal scheme is perceived as charity, not a civic responsibility: 

 The scheme is perceived as charity, not a civic responsibility because with the growing shift 

of the better-off parents to private schools, government schools are viewed as places for the 

poor. 

 Therefore, the mid-day meal is associated — both in public perception and state policies — 

with poverty. 
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 Like other schemes that serve the poor, this scheme is also covered by norms that insist on 

the cheapest. 

 The menu, the money, the cook’s remuneration, the infrastructure — they all show the 

value India places upon its children. Nor is the scheme conceived as a pedagogic resource. 

 Otherwise, it would have been implemented at private schools as well. No one can argue 

that health and nutrition pose no problem in private schools. 

 There are regional variations. While the northern States strictly depend on the Central grant, 

the southern States augment it significantly. That is why horror stories from the south are 

less frequent than those from the north. 

Way forward: 

 Instead of the school teachers being involved with every aspect of Mid-Day Meal, from 

shopping to tasting, a separate person should be engaged as Mid-Day Meal incharge at 

cluster level under the scheme for maintaining records and making purchases. 

 Supply of Mid-Day Meal should be substantially managed by local NGOs or SHGs which may 

help in relieving the teachers from the additional assignment. This way the teachers can 

focus on the teaching learning process in the schools. 

 To make Mid-Day Meal Scheme more effective and successful, it is urgently required to 

ensure timely transfer of funds and food grains in schools. 

 CA&PD department can play an effective role in supplying food grains from CA& PD outlets 

to the schools. It would save precious time of teachers in collecting food grains and ensure 

its timely supply. 

 Funds should be given at regular interval to the schools to avoid discontinuation of Mid-Day 

Meal Scheme or financial burden over teachers. Provision of advance payment should be 

made. 

 Utilization certificate to the centre by the state should be timely submitted. 

 The provision for cooking cost per child per day under the mid-day meal scheme should be 

increased in order to be able to provide a nutritious meal to the child. Further this norm 

should be inflation-linked and reviewed regularly in relation to price index. 

 Mechanism should be evolved to monitor the schools in far-flung and mountainous areas so 

that the benefits of the scheme can reach really to the needy population. 

 The quality of food grains delivered to schools and cooked meal must be checked regularly. 

Monitoring of the scheme is essential requirement for quality assurance. 

 There should be random checking of cooked food by a team of health and sanitary experts 

or forensic laboratories. 

 School Health Programme need to be systematized in terms of regular health checkup, 

follow up, nutrient supplement and maintenance of health cards. 
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Similar to PM-KISAN (Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi) several states have come 

out with the farm income support scheme. Discuss the numerous Farm Income support 

scheme initiated by various state governments. (250 words). 
Hindustantimes 
Why this question: 
The article captures the success and failure aspects of Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income 
Augmentation (KALIA) scheme propounded by Odisha government. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question is straightforward and one must discuss in detail the relevance of Farm Income support 
scheme initiated by various state governments. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Highlight the significance of PM-KISAN (Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi) scheme to the farmers 
of the country. 
Body: 
Explain first the need of the hour. Discuss why the state governments have emerged with specific 
state schemes. 
Discuss the pros and cons with suitable example. Say the Odisha case of KALIA. 
Deliberate upon the possible challenges that the States may face. 
Discuss the relevance of PM-KISAN and its aspects of utility. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction:  

The Government with a view to augment the income of the farm families implemented a Central 

Sector Scheme, namely, “Pradhan Mantri KIsan SAmman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)”. The country’s 

agricultural output, measured as gross value added, grew at a sedate pace of 2.8% in Dec 2018 

quarter, far slower than the 5.3% in the June 2018 quarter. The governments at states have come up 

with schemes of Direct Income Support. 

The state government in Odisha has decided to converge its farmer assistance project Kalia with PM-

Kisan scheme to minimize the impact on the state’s fiscal health 

Body: 

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi: 

 With a view to provide income support to all land holding eligible farmer families, the 

Government has launched PM-KISAN. 

 The scheme aims to supplement the financial needs of the farmers in procuring various 

inputs to ensure proper crop health and appropriate yields, commensurate with the 

anticipated farm income. 

 Under this programme, vulnerable landholding farmer families, having cultivable land up to 

2 hectares, will be provided direct income support at the rate of Rs. 6,000 per year. 
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 This income support will be transferred directly into the bank accounts of beneficiary 

farmers, in three equal instalments of Rs. 2,000 each. 

 The complete expenditure of Rs 75000 crore for the scheme will borne by the Union 

Government in 2019-20. 

Rythu Bandhu scheme: 

 The Telangana government has implemented this scheme to support farmers’ investment 

for two crops a year. 

 The government is providing 83 million farmers Rs4,000 per acre per season to support 

farm investment twice a year, for the rabi and kharif seasons. 

 The scheme is costing the state exchequer roughly Rs 12,000 crore per annum. 

 It appears to have reached more than 90 per cent farmers, and yielded political dividends. 

 Gulati et al have estimated that the cost of this scheme would be 97 trillion if the 

government implemented it at an all-India level, assuming a payout of Rs10,000 per hectare 

per year. 

Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income Augmentation or KALIA Scheme: 

 The Odisha government has implemented this and involves payments to encourage 

cultivation and associated activities. 

 Primary targets are small farmers, cultivators and landless agricultural labourers. 

 All farmers will be provided Rs 10,000 per family as assistance for cultivation. 

 Each family will get Rs 5,000 separately in the kharif and rabi seasons, for five cropping 

seasons between 2018-19 and 2021-22. 

 Targets 10 lakh landless households, and specifically SC and ST families. They will be 

supported with a unit cost of Rs 12,500 for activities like goat rearing, mushroom 

cultivation, beekeeping, poultry farming and fishery. 

 It will assist the elderly, sick and differently-abled population who are unable to take up 

cultivation, by providing Rs 10,000 per household per year. 

 The scheme includes a life insurance cover of Rs 2 lakh and additional personal accident 

coverage of the same amount for 57 lakh households. Crop loans up to Rs 50,000 are 

interest-free. 

 This is also going to be an area-specific scheme in the sense that an input support for a 

particular trade, say mushroom cultivation, will be provided if it is prevalent throughout that 

locality so that there is aggregation of produce. 

 the scheme is likely to cost about Rs 10,180 crore over three years. 

Shift in the policy is due to: 

 The various options like Minimum Support Price for about 25 crops, Farm Loan 

Waiver schemes undertaken by various state governments have failed to alleviate the 

problem. 
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 As per NSSO 2012-13, less than 10 per cent of the country’s farmers sold their produce at 

MSPs. Only about 6% of the farmers were aware of MSP. 

 Farm Loan- waiver schemes doesn’t cover many small farmers aren’t eligible for bank 

credit. 

 According to RBI, loan waivers scheme is responsible for credit indiscipline, increased fiscal 

deficit of states, crowding out effect and loss in interest payments 

 crowding out effect and loss in interest payments. 

 It makes them ineligible for farm loan waiver as well as borrow at exorbitant interest rates 

from private sources. 

 A study by RythuSwarajyaVedika in June 2018 showed that 75% of farmer suicides in 

Telangana are by tenant farmers, who have no or least access to formal credit. 

 The Direct Cash/Investment scheme has however fared better and is a prudent scheme. 

 This shift will be better for the country as it is more predictable and less market distorting. 

Pros of Direct Income schemes: 

 Unlike a loan waiver, in which banks appease a few farmers, KALIA’s main targets are rural 

activities as a whole. 

 It will support farming on a small scale, sharecropping, fishing, animal herding, which are not 

covered under bank loans, but are caught in debt traps set up by local moneylenders. 

 A farm loan waiver will reduce credit available to farmers in the long term, while income 

support can be used to make a repayment or at least activate a bank account which can then 

receive a loan. 

 It can be enforced to include almost all the farmers who have access to formal banking 

channels (Jan-Dhan Accounts). 

 Provides financial help at proper time/ season and would also spur the investment cycle in 

the farm economy. 

 Helps large as well as small farmers and can even be capped to limit unwarrantedly huge 

transfers to rich farmers. 

 The corruption issue can be eliminated as farmers directly get the cash in their accounts. 

Cons of the Direct Income schemes: 

 Fiscal Sustainability and Prudence: The huge costs involved may have an impact on Public 

investments in other infrastructure spending. The lack of clear revenue sources to fund such 

schemes is another limitation. 

 State’s fiscal deficits: States like WB, Jharkand and even Central Government has started the 

implementation of direct income scheme. This can lead to increased burden on states which 

are already deviating from FRBM targets. 
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 Targeting Issues: Poor land record maintenance, exclusion of tenant farmers in some states, 

no women-farmer friendly provisions can lead to targeting issues. This can lead to status quo 

despite huge spending. 

 Not a panacea: Until India reforms its agri-marketing laws and frees agri-markets, it is time 

to atone through a structured and stable income policy for farmers for at least the next five 

years. 

Way Forward and Conclusion: 

Policy focus should be rather on investment — in efficient water management and irrigation, plant 

breeding and genetics, crop husbandry, market linkages and in breaking the middleman’s hold 

over the farm-to-consumer value chain, replacing it with farmer-led enterprises, whether 

cooperatives or producer companies, that allow farmers to capture a share of the value added to 

their produce along its journey to the factory or home. 

Long-term solution to farmer distress would be improving the supply chain, establishing agro-

processing zones and creating a better agri-logistic platform. 

An income transfer scheme for poor farmers based on the Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC) 

that has already mapped household deprivation may be a complementary and alternative scheme to 

MSP and Loan waiver. 

The apex Court’s Indra Sawhney judgment is a landmark in the domain of reservations 

in India, Remark. Does the Supreme Court’s stand in the 2018 Jarnail Singh case follow 

the same principles as laid out in the Indra Sawhney case? Analyse. (250 words). 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The Central government has asked the Supreme Court of India to refer to a seven-judge Bench the 
question whether the creamy layer concept should apply (or not) to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes while giving them reservation in promotions. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must comment upon the Supreme court’s historical Indra Sawhney judgment that has proven to 
be a landmark case. Also discuss the relevance of Jarnail singh case and the current context of 
reservation amidst the creamy layer principle. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.  
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief discuss the reservation system prevalent in India, trace its historical coming into existence. 
Body: 
Explain that the progression from poor to bourgeois to elite is a welcome evolution in nation-
building. 
Present the debates over reservation around the concept of creamy layer. 
Explain that a close reading of relevant constitutional provisions and the verdict in Indra Sawhney 
make it clear that the SC/STs are given job reservations not because they are poor but because they 
are excluded. The first part of Article 335 stipulates job reservations for SC/STs as a right of 
representation, not as a welfare measure. However, the creamy layer among SC/ST employees helps 
fulfill the second part of Article 335 that requires maintaining the “efficiency of administration. 
Discuss the current scenario, explain the government’s stand. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

The creamy layer concept distinguishes between the affluent among disadvantaged sections. These 

are “some members of a backward class who are highly advanced socially as well as economically 

and educationally.” The Union government has called upon the Supreme Court to form a seven-

judge Bench to reconsider the formulation in M. Nagaraj vs Union of India (2006) that it should be 

applied to the SC and ST communities. This verdict was a reality check to the concept of reservation. 

Body: 

Article 335 of the Indian Constitution recognises that special measures need to be adopted for 

considering the claims of SCs and STs in order to bring them to a level-playing field. 

Creamy layer and its application to SC/ST: 

 Indra Sawhney vs Union of India: In its landmark 1992 decision, the Supreme Court had held 

that reservations under Article 16(4) could only be provided at the time of entry into 

government service but not in matters of promotion. 

 And the principle would operate only prospectively and not affect promotions already made 

and reservation already provided in promotions shall continue in operation for a period of 

five years from the date of the judgment. 

 More significantly, SC ruled that the creamy layer can be and must be excluded. 

 On June 17, 1995, Parliament, acting in its constituent capacity, adopted the seventy-

seventh amendment by which clause (4A) was inserted into Article 16 to enable 

reservation to be made in promotion for SCs and STs. 

 The validity of the amendment was challenged before the Supreme Court in the Nagaraj 

case (2006). 

 Upholding the validity of Article 16 (4A), the court then said that it is an enabling provision. 

 “The State is not bound to make reservation for the SCs and STs in promotions. But, if it 

seeks to do so, it must collect quantifiable data on three facets — the backwardness of the 

class; the inadequacy of the representation of that class in public employment; and the 

general efficiency of service as mandated by Article 335 would not be affected”. 

 The court ruled that the constitutional amendments do not abrogate the fundamentals of 

equality. 

Jarnail Singh case: 

 Jarnail Singh judgement of Supreme court has ensured that principles enshrined in the Art 

16 (4) are not violated. 

 As per Art 16(4), State can make any provision for reservation of appointment or posts in 

favour of backward class of citizens which in its opinion is inadequately represented. 
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 By removing quantifiable data collection by states, Supreme court has reiterated Indra 

Sawhney 1992 judgement citing that SC/ST are socially backward class and their warranty of 

backwardness is ensured in the Presidential list under Art 341 or Art 342. 

 There is no need for data regarding this. Moreover, data with each passing year changes and 

its computation is difficult for states. 

 Creamy layer principle to SC/ST will help the most ‘backward’ of all, i.e. under-privileged 

among the under-privileged. 

 Thus, this is also in line with Article 16(4) and 16(4A) of the Constitution as State can make 

provision for backward class of citizens. By this, we are giving opportunity to them, thus 

ensuring right to equality. 

 Reservation was introduced by the makers of our Constitution to facilitate equal opportunity 

to those who have faced deprivation of rights, discrimination since ages. 

 By removing the hurdle faced by states in collecting data and extending creamy layer 

principle, SC has ensured equality of opportunity to the ones who need the most. 

Way forward: 

 A comprehensive piece of legislature that would deal with ambiguity related to reservation 

in promotions is needed. 

 The creamy layer of SC&ST community should take up the responsibility to help the 

backward section join the main-stream of the society, and work for their true development 

in a peaceful manner. 

 Improve the basic standards of the SC and ST. 

 Voluntary giving up of Reservation for the cause of poorer section of the group —E.g. Son of 

a Dalit doctor, Dalit Politician, Dalit Businessmen must give way the reserved space for the 

son of a Dalit landless labourer, or son of an urban wage earner. 

 India could learn from the experiences of Malaysian model of economic empowerment and 

South African policy for Blacks. 

 It is now for the court to decide for rooting out social and economic backwardness 

 The Act should try to rectify the current issues such as 

o Undefined parameters of efficiency. 

o Absence of transparency in evaluating backwardness and efficiency of STs/SCs 

o Presence of ambiguity regarding whole process of promotions in government 

services. 
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Violence against women continues to be an obstacle to achieving equality, 

development, peace and fulfilment of women and girls’ human rights. In the context of 

recent rape cases witnessed in the country discuss how the laws on rape and sexual 

crimes changed over the years in the country and what should be the way forward? 

(250 words). 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
After the rape and murder of a veterinarian in Hyderabad on November 28 and the burning of a rape 
survivor in Unnao, Uttar Pradesh, on December 5, there has been an outcry for justice for the victims. 
Within and outside Parliament there has been a clamor to make the criminal justice system tougher 
on an offender committing sexual crimes against women and children.  
Key demand of the question: 
One must trace the evolution of the laws on rape and sexual crimes in the country and in what way 
they have changed over the years and what should be the way forward to ensure the country is free 
from incidence of such evils. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief discuss the current system that is in place since the time of the rule of British. 
Body: 
Discuss the following aspects: 
Rape’ as a clearly defined offence was first introduced in the Indian Penal Code in 1860. 
The codification of Indian laws began with the enactment of the Charter Act, 1833 by the British 
Parliament which led to the establishment of the first Law Commission under the chairmanship of 
Lord Macaulay. 
The first Code of Criminal Procedure was enacted in 1861, which consolidated the law relating to the 
set-up of criminal courts and the procedure to be followed in the investigation and trial of the 
offence. 
Then move on to discuss and debate over the laws available currently; if the laws are gender neutral? 
Are the laws stricter and stringent now? Etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what should be the way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

The recent gruesome incidents in the country namely the rape and murder of a veterinarian in 

Hyderabad on November 28 and the burning of a rape survivor in Unnao, Uttar Pradesh, on 

December 5, there has been an outcry for justice for the victims. Within and outside Parliament 

there has been a clamour to make the criminal justice system tougher on an offender committing 

sexual crimes against women and children. 

Body: 

Evolution of laws on rape and sexual crimes in India: 

 ‘Rape’ as a clearly defined offence was first introduced in the Indian Penal Code in 1860. 
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 The first Code of Criminal Procedure was enacted in 1861, which consolidated the law 

relating to the set-up of criminal courts and the procedure to be followed in the 

investigation and trial of the offence. 

 Section 375 of the IPC made punishable the act of sex by a man with a woman if it was done 

against her will or without her consent. 

 The definition of rape also included sex when her consent has been obtained by putting her 

or any person in whom she is interested, in fear of death or of hurt. 

 Also, sex with or without her consent, when she is under 18 years is considered rape. 

However, under the exception, sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a man with his wife, the 

wife not being under 15 years of age, is not rape. 

 Section 376 provided for seven years of jail term to life imprisonment to whoever commits 

the offence of rape. 

 Post the Mathura Custodial rape case verdict by SC in 1978, the Criminal Law (Second 

Amendment) Act of 1983. 

 A new Section 114A in the Indian Evidence Act of 1872 was inserted which presumed that 

there is absence of consent in certain prosecutions of rape if the victim says so. This applied 

to custodial rape cases. 

 In the IPC, Section 228A was added which makes it punishable to disclose the identity of the 

victim of certain offences including rape. 

 The nationwide public outcry, in 2012, following the December 16 gang rape and murder in 

Delhi, led to the passing of the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act in 2013 which widened the 

definition of rape and made punishment more stringent. 

 Parliament made the amendments on the recommendation of the Justice J.S. Verma 

Committee, which was constituted to re-look the criminal laws in the country and 

recommend changes. 

 The 2013 Act, which came into effect on April 2, 2013, increased jail terms in most sexual 

assault cases and also provided for the death penalty in rape cases that cause death of the 

victim or leaves her in a vegetative state. 

 It also created new offences, such as use of criminal force on a woman with intent to 

disrobe, voyeurism and stalking. 

 The punishment for gang rape was increased to 20 years to life imprisonment from the 

earlier 10 years to life imprisonment. 

 Post Kathua rape and murder case, the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018 was passed 

which for the first time put death penalty as a possible punishment for rape of a girl under 

12 years; the minimum punishment is 20 years in jail. 

 Another new section was also inserted in the IPC to specifically deal with rape on a girl 

below 16 years. The provision made the offence punishable with minimum imprisonment of 

20 years which may extend to imprisonment for life. 

Way forward: 
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 Following the direction of the Supreme Court in a public interest litigation (PIL) initiated by a 

non-governmental organisation to widen the definition of sexual intercourse in Section 375 

of the IPC, the Law Commission in its 172nd report recommended widening the scope of 

rape law to make it gender neutral. 

 While the rape law in India even today remains gender specific, as the perpetrator of the 

offence can only be a ‘man’, the 172nd report led to the amendments in the Indian Evidence 

Act in 2002. 

 A new provision was inserted which barred putting questions in the cross-examination of the 

victim as to her general ‘immoral character’ in rape or attempt to rape cases. 

 The Indian government has, in recent years, adopted significant legal reforms for sexual 

violence cases but major gaps remain in their implementation. 

 It is the certainty and uniformity of the punishment, rather than the nature of it, which 

actually deters an offender from committing a crime. 

 Deterrence of the crime and the victim’s access to justice require both better 

implementation of existing laws and systemic changes. 

 Many Indians – men and women – refuse to believe that sexual violence is a serious problem 

eating away at India’s vitals. It is essential to recognise that the crisis lies in the precise 

manner in which the existing criminal justice system unfolds. 

 India’s growing rape culture can be best reversed by enhancing conviction rates through 

reforms in the police and judicial systems, and by augmenting measures to rehabilitate and 

empower rape survivors. 

 Criminal justice system remains vulnerable to political pressures and allows many of the 

accused to go scot-free. 

 The re-training of police officers dealing with various aspects of sexual crimes. 

 Strict action must be taken against the police officer found guilty of obstructing the probe or 

colluding with perpetrators of such cases. 

Conclusion: 

Society itself will have to take the responsibility of giving it the right direction. Without this, we 

cannot achieve all the promise that we had as a nation at the time of Independence. We must 

collectively rise to the occasion and create a safe India for our children. 

Discuss the problems of elderly in India. Do you think there is a need for a societal and 

attitudinal change in the way we treat our elderly? Explain. (250 words) 
PIB 
Why this question: 
During the Book release of Health and Wellbeing in Late Life: Perspectives and Narratives from India, 
Vice President emphasized that strengthening of the family system is the need of the hour. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must analyse the causes for declining status of elderly in the society. 
Directive: 
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Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
 Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief highlight the status of elderly population in the Indian society. 
Body: 
Due to the tendency to ape western culture, there is a need for a societal and attitudinal change in 
the way we treat our elderly. 
This needs going back to the Indian family system, values, culture and traditions which comprise 
respect for parents, teacher and nature ingrained in Indian philosophy. 
India is ageing fast and it can be seen where by 2050 almost 20% of Indian population will be more 
than 60 years old becoming the country with 
Highest population in the world. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions. 
 

Introduction: 

In 2009, there were 88 million elderly people in India. By 2050, this figure is expected to soar over 

320 million. Between 2000 and 2050 the overall population of the country is anticipated to grow by 

60 per cent whereas population of people of age 60 years and above would shoot by 360 per cent. 

The Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was cleared by 

the Cabinet recently 

Body: 

Problems of elderly population in India: 

 Isolation and loneliness among the elderly is rising. 

o Nearly half the elderly felt sad and neglected, 36 per cent felt they were a burden to 

the family. 

 Rise in age-related chronic illness: 

o Heart disease, cancer, diabetes, and other chronic diseases will cause more death 

and illness worldwide than infectious or parasitic diseases over the next few years. 

o In developed nations, this shift has already happened. Dementia and Alzheimer’s 

disease are expected to almost double every 20 years, as life expectancy increases. 

 Special challenges for less developed nations: 

o Poorer countries will carry the double burden of caring for older people with chronic 

diseases, as well as dealing with continued high rates of infectious diseases. 

 Increasing need for long-term care: 
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o The number of sick and frail elderly needing affordable nursing homes or assisted 

living centers will likely increase. 

 Rise in the Health care costs: 

o As older people stop working and their health care needs increase, governments 

could be overwhelmed by unprecedented costs. 

o While there may be cause for optimism about population aging in some countries, 

the Pew survey reveals that residents of countries such as Japan, Italy, and Russia 

are the least confident about achieving an adequate standard of living in old age. 

 Elderly women issues: 

o They face life time of gender-based discrimination. The gendered nature of ageing is 

such that universally, women tend to live longer than men. 

o In the advanced age of 80 years and above, widowhood dominates the status of 

women with 71 per cent of women and only 29 per cent of men having lost their 

spouse. 

o Social mores inhibit women from re-marrying, resulting in an increased likelihood of 

women ending up alone. 

o The life of a widow is riddled with stringent moral codes, with integral rights 

relinquished and liberties circumvented. 

o Social bias often results in unjust allocation of resources, neglect, abuse, 

exploitation, gender-based violence, lack of access to basic services and prevention 

of ownership of assets. 

o Ageing women are more likely to get excluded from social security schemes due to 

lower literacy and awareness levels. 

 Ageing individual is expected to need health care for a longer period of time than previous 

generations but elderly care for a shorter period of time 

Conclusion: 

The elderly are the fastest growing, underutilized resource that humanity has to address many other 

problems. Re-integration of the elderly into communities may save humanity from mindlessly 

changing into a technology driven ‘Industry 4.0’ which futurists are projecting: an economy of robots 

producing things for each other. Healthy elderly citizens can share their wealth of knowledge with 

younger generations, help with child care, and volunteer or hold jobs in their communities. 

Way forward: 

 As a signatory to Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA), India has the 

responsibility to formulate and implement public policy on population ageing. 

 Issues of poverty, migration, urbanization, realization and feminization compound the 

complexity of this emerging phenomenon. Public policy must respond to this bourgeoning 

need and mainstream action into developmental planning. 
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 Gender and social concerns of elderly, particularly elderly women, must be integrated at the 

policy level. 

 The elderly, especially women, should be represented in decision making. 

 With the WHO declaring 2020 to 2030 as “Decade of Healthy Ageing”, there is a need for 

Institutes like AIIMS to be in the forefront in promoting healthy ageing. 

 Increasing social/widow pension and its universalization is critical for expanding the extent 

and reach of benefits. 

 Renewed efforts should be made for raising widespread awareness and access to social 

security schemes such as National Old Age Pension and Widow Pension Scheme. Provisions 

in terms of special incentives for elderly women, disabled, widowed should also be 

considered. 

 Government must proactively work on life style modification, non-communicable disease 

management, vision and hearing problem management and accessible health care through 

Ayushman Bharat. 
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Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

The success in our efforts to reach the 2030 target of an AIDS free India calls for 

resurrecting the combination of political will, professional skill and wide ranging pan-

society partnerships. Comment. 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
Dec 1 is considered as the World AIDS day to spread awareness and curb the proliferation of AIDS. 
The article talks about the significance of combination of factors namely the political will, medical aid 
and communities in achieving the goal of AIDS free India. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to explain what are the challenges in achieving the 90-90-90 target. The path towards the 
target has seen in its share of highs and lows; the reasons for the slowdown in the path. Finally talk 
about the scenario in India and measures needed to achieve the SDG 3.3 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief discuss the scenario of prevalence of AIDS in world and explain the 90-90-90 strategy in brief. 
Body: 
Give a brief stock-tacking of Where are we, at the end of 2019, on the road to the 2020 and 2030 
targets? 
Then discuss about the success achieved in AIDS control till now and Why is the concern now and 
what are the reasons for the slowdown in progress. 
Finally, explain about the solutions as to how there has to be a fresh surge of high-level political 
commitment, financial support, health system thrust, public education, civil society engagement and 
advocacy by affected groups. 

Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

India has the third largest HIV epidemic in the world. In 2017, HIV prevalence among adults (aged 

15-49) was an estimated 0.2%. This figure is small compared to most other middle-income countries 

but because of India’s huge population (1.3 billion people) this equates to 2.1 million people living 

with HIV. 

Body: 

India’s efforts to tackle the HIV-AIDS Epidemics: 

 The Indian experience has been more positive but still calls for continued vigilance and 

committed action. 

 Nine States have rates higher than the national prevalence figure. Mizoram leads with 204 

out of 10,000 persons affected. The total number of persons affected in India is estimated to 

be 21.40 lakh, with females accounting for 8.79 lakh. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/taking-stock-of-the-anti-aids-fight/article30142280.ece?homepage=true


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 106 

 Assam, Mizoram, Meghalaya and Uttarakhand showed an increase in numbers of annual 

new infections. 

 HIV-related deaths declined by 71% between 2005 and 2017. HIV infection now affects 22 

out of 10,000 Indians, compared to 38 out of 10,000 in 2001-03. 

 India has an estimated 2.14 million persons living with HIV and records 87,000 estimated 

new infections and 69,000 AIDS-related deaths annually. 

 The strength of India’s well-established National AIDS Control Programme, with a cogent 

combination of prevention and case management strategies, must be preserved. 

 UN 90-90-90 targets report: 

 90–90–90 – An ambitious treatment target to help end the AIDS epidemic. 

 By 2020, 90% of all people living with HIV will know their HIV status. By 2020, 90% of all 

people with diagnosed HIV infection will receive sustained antiretroviral therapy. By 2020, 

90% of all people receiving antiretroviral therapy will have viral suppression. 

 India, China and Pakistan are among the 10 countries that accounted for more than 95 per 

cent of all new HIV infections in the Asia and the Pacific region in 2016, according to a UN 

report. 

 Antiretroviral Therapy (ART): 

 It consists of the combination of antiretroviral (ARV) drugs to maximally suppress the HIV 

virus and stop the progression of HIV disease. 

 ART also prevents onward transmission of HIV. Huge reductions have been seen in rates of 

death and infections, when use is made of a potent ARV regimen, particularly in early stages 

of the disease. 

 Antiretroviral Therapy (ART) is now being given to people living with HIV, irrespective of the 

CD4 count. 

 Reasons for the slowdown in progress: 

 The success achieved in the early part of this century, through a determined global thrust 

against the global threat, led to a complacent assumption of a conclusive victory. 

 The expanded health agenda in the SDGs stretched the resources of national health systems, 

even as global funding streams started identifying other priorities. 

 Improved survival rates reduced the fear of what was seen earlier as dreaded death and 

pushed the disease out of the headlines. 

 The information dissemination blitz that successfully elevated public awareness on HIV 

prevention did not continue to pass on the risk-related knowledge and strong messaging on 

prevention-oriented behaviors to a new generation of young persons. 

 Vulnerability of adolescent girls to sexual exploitation by older men and domineering male 

behaviors inflicting HIV infection on unprotected women have been seen as factors 

contributing to new infections in Africa. 
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 Risk factors for cardiovascular disease are high among survivors as they age, with anti-

retroviral drugs increasing the risk of atherosclerosis. 

 Other infectious diseases, such as tuberculosis can co-exist and cannot be addressed by a 

siloed programme. 

 Mental health disorders are a challenge in persons who are on lifelong therapy for a serious 

disease that requires constant monitoring and often carries stigma. 

 There are worryingly high rates of new infection in several parts of the World. Only 19 

countries are on track to reach the 2030 target. 

 Way forward: 

 As per the recommendation of the WHO1, this can be achieved by making the tests available 

that can diagnose HIV rapidly which can be then readily linked with prevention and/or 

treatment services. 

 it is important to comprehensively map key populations and their partners and urgently 

need to act on priority to reach and cater to these populations who are at the greatest risk 

of contraction of the virus. 

 The future vision towards ending the incidence of HIV will require looking beyond care and 

bringing institutions, industries, non-governmental organizations and different partners to a 

common point with the help of government and health policymakers to ensure that the 

disease response is embedded within the universal health coverage. 

 It is unlikely that elimination of HIV/AIDS is possible without putting in place strategic 

partnerships in bringing and rolling out comprehensive prevention and treatment through 

universal integrated health system that will provide HIV prevention, diagnosis and 

treatment. 

 This should also offer services to cater to combat other co-morbidities associated with 

HIV/AIDS. 

 Finally, in line with the sustainable development goals as recommended by the United 

Nations in 2015, it is important to put in place a comprehensive algorithm to integrate 

indicators to map the ongoing monitoring efforts to comprehensively assess the state of 

their national response and their progress in achieving national HIV targets in real time. 

 Conclusion: 

Success in our efforts to reach the 2030 target calls for resurrecting the combination of political will, 

professional skill and wide ranging pan-society partnerships that characterized the high tide of the 

global response in the early part of this century. 

Even though child mortality in India has reduced significantly, the numbers are still the 

highest in the world. Explain the reason behind the persistence in high rate of child 

mortality in the country and highlight the steps taken by the government in this regard 

with special focus on need for mass immunization campaigns. (250 words). 
The hindu 
Why this question: 
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In 2017, 2.9 million children in India less than one year of age had not been vaccinated with the first 
dose, according to UNICEF. In one year, the number of unvaccinated children in India had reduced 
from 2.9 million to 2.3 million.  
Key demand of the question: 
One should present the child mortality case prevalent in India with focus on the need and relevance 
of Immunization to overcome the challenge of child morbidity and mortality. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief highlight some facts related to child immunization and mortality equation in the country. 
Body: 
Explain using the case study of the measles; In 2018, measles caused an estimated 10 million cases 
and 1,42,000 deaths globally, according to the report published in the Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report (MMWR). 
Discuss the factors responsible for such a scenario. 
Explain the concerns involved. 
Suggest an effective strategy to resolve the situation. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:      

India’s under-five mortality rate now matches the global average (39 deaths per 1,000 live births), 

but the number of infant and neonatal deaths–and the performance of India’s poorer neighbours–

indicate that tackling new-born health remains a formidable challenge. 

Body: 

The causes for child mortality are various and are multidimensional. To sum up, they include: 

 Household food insecurity and Illiteracy specially in women. Children in the poorest 

households are nearly twice as likely to die before the age of five as those from the richest, 

as well as those whose mothers lack any secondary or higher education. 

 Lower access for girls to effective prevention and treatment health services are likely 

responsible for the marked gender differences in mortality. 

 Poor access to health services. In 2017, 2.9 million children in India under one year of age 

had not been vaccinated with the first dose, according to UNICEF. 

 Lack of availability of safe drinking water. within India, large disparities between states on 

health indicators such as infant mortality show high levels of inequality in access to 

healthcare and sanitation levels. 

 Early marriages of girls. High rates of anaemia (affecting 50% of pregnant women nationally), 

low nutrition levels (23% of mothers are underweight) and over-burdened government and 

private health facilities are part of the challenge in delivering healthy children. 

 Teenage pregnancies resulting in low birth weight of the new-borns. 

 Poor breastfeeding practices 
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 Poor complementary feeding practices 

 Ignorance about nutritional needs of infants and young children and repeated infections 

further aggravate the situation. 

 Number of other factors such as environmental, geographical, agricultural, and cultural 

including various other factors have contributive effects resulting in malnutrition. 

 In India, the first dose of measles vaccine is given at nine-12 months of age and the second 

dose is given at 16-24 months of age through the national immunisation programme. But it 

appears that millions of children in India do not receive measles vaccine through routine 

immunisation activities. 

The steps being taken by the government to further combat infant mortality and increase vaccine 

coverage under the National Health Mission are as under: 

 Promotion of Institutional deliveries through cash incentive under Janani Suraksha Yojana 

(JSY) and Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakaram (JSSK) which entitles all pregnant women 

delivering in public health institutions to absolutely free ante-natal check-ups, delivery 

including Caesarean section, post-natal care and treatment of sick infants till one year of 

age. 

 Strengthening of delivery points for providing comprehensive and quality Reproductive, 

Maternal, Newborn, Child and Adolescent Health (RMNCH+A) Services, ensuring essential 

newborn care at all delivery points, establishment of Special Newborn Care Units (SNCU), 

Newborn Stabilization Units (NBSU) and Kangaroo Mother Care (KMC) units for care of sick 

and small babies. Home Based Newborn Care (HBNC) is being provided by ASHAs to improve 

child rearing practices. 

 India Newborn Action Plan (INAP) was launched in 2014 to make concerted efforts towards 

attainment of the goals of “Single Digit Neonatal Mortality Rate” and “Single Digit Stillbirth 

Rate”, by 2030. 

 Early initiation and exclusive breastfeeding for rest six months and appropriate Infant and 

Young Child Feeding (IYCF) practices are promoted in convergence with Ministry of Women 

and Child Development. 

 Village Health and Nutrition Days (VHNDs) are observed for provision of maternal and child 

health services and creating awareness on maternal and child care including health and 

nutrition education. 

 MAA-Mothers’ Absolute Affection programme in August 2016 for improving breastfeeding 

practices (Initial Breastfeeding within one hour, Exclusive Breastfeeding up to six months 

and complementary Breastfeeding up to two years) through mass media and capacity 

building of health care providers in health facilities as well as in communities. 

 Universal Immunization Programme (UIP) is being supported to provide vaccination to 

children against many life threatening diseases such as Tuberculosis, Diphtheria, Pertussis, 

Polio, Tetanus, Hepatitis B and Measles. Pentavalent vaccine has been introduced all across 

the country and “Mission Indradhanush” has been launched to fully immunize children who 

are either unvaccinated or partially vaccinated; 
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 Measles Rubella Campaign is being undertaken in select States for children from 9 months to 

15 years of age with the aim of eliminating Measles by 2020. 

 Name based tracking of mothers and children till two years of age (Mother and Child 

Tracking System) is done to ensure complete antenatal, intranatal, postnatal care and 

complete immunization as per schedule. 

Way forward: 

 Achieving the ambitious child survival goals requires ensuring universal access to safe, 

effective, high-quality and affordable care for women, children and adolescents. 

 Measures should be taken to ensure early registration of pregnancies, and for early 

detection of high risk cases, improving institutional deliveries, providing skill development 

training to health staff. 

 Education campaign should be taken up to aware the mother of the merits of antenatal care, 

institutional delivery, importance of exclusive breast feeding, immunization, home care for 

diarrhoea; all these are meant to create awareness among family members to provide 

support to women during pregnancies and deliveries. 

 India continues to show impressive decline in child deaths. The investment on ensuring 

holistic nutrition under the POSHAN campaign and national commitment to make India open 

defecation-free by 2019 are steps that will help in accelerating progress further. 

 Mortality rates among children and young adolescents are not only key indicators for child 

and young adolescent well-being, but, more broadly, for sustainable social and economic 

development. 

 SDG goal 3 calls for an end to preventable deaths of newborns and children under 5 years of 

age and specifies that all countries should aim to reduce neonatal mortality to at least as low 

as 12 deaths per 1,000 live births and under-five mortality to at least as low as 25 deaths per 

1,000 live births by 2030. 

 Tackling the diseases and conditions associated with the quality of care around the time of 

childbirth will help tackle newborn deaths. This will depend on strengthening health services 

and ensuring more births take place in hospitals and are attended to by trained staff. 

Do you think the new Seeds Bill is tilted against farmers’ interests and loaded in favour 

of seed companies? Analyse. (250 Words) 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
After passing through at least two versions, Seeds Bill 2019 is now under Parliament’s consideration. 
The earlier versions of the Bill, in 2004 and 2010, had generated heated debates. The present version 
promises to be no different, the article discusses. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must critically present a detailed analysis of the new seeds Bill and its utility to the farmers. 
Directive: 
Analyze– When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
  
Structure of the answer: 
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Introduction: 
In brief define the intent of the bill. 
Body: 
In the body of the answer list down the highlights of the Bill. 
Explain that according to the government, a new Seeds Bill is necessary to enhance seed replacement 
rates in Indian agriculture, specify standards for registration of seed varieties and enforce 
registration from seed producers to seed retailers. While these goals are indeed worthy, any such 
legislation is expected to be in alignment with the spirit of the PPVFR Act. 
Present arguments for and against the Bill. 
Discuss the concerns that farmers may face owing to selected features of the bill. 
Suggest solutions to the challenges posed by the bill. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way ahead. 
 

Introduction: 

The revised draft Seeds Bill 2019, which the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare placed in 

the public domain recently for suggestions and comments, seems to be a watered-down version of a 

draft prepared. The Bill is aimed at ensuring supply of modern, high quality, cutting edge seed 

technologies to the farmers which will help them in enhancing their productivity and profitability. 

The Bill amends the Seed Act 1966 and Seed Rules 1968. It is evident that the seed industry has been 

at the center of the significant advances made in agriculture in the last four decades and will 

continue to do in the years to come. 

Body: 

 

Highlights of New seeds bill: 

 It is an important legislation to ensure the supply of modern, high quality, cutting edge seed 

technologies to the farmers which will help them in enhancing their productivity and 

profitability. 

 Registration of seed varieties: All varieties of seeds for sale have to be registered and are 

required to meet certain prescribed minimum standards. For instance, for transgenic 
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varieties of seeds, registration is to be obtained under the Environment (Protection) Act, 

1986. This can bring greater accountability to seed companies. 

 Exempt farmers from obtaining registration for varieties developed by them. However, if the 

farmer sells such seeds for a monetary consideration, then that sale needs to be registered. 

This is to protect the interests of other farmers who buy seeds from such a farmer. 

 Farmers are allowed to sow, exchange or sell their farm seeds and planting material without 

having to conform to the prescribed minimum limits of germination, physical purity and 

genetic purity (as required by registered seeds). However, farmers cannot sell any seed 

under a brand name. 

 In the proposed Bill, there is a differentiation between the seed producer, seed processor 

and seed dealer for the purpose of licensing. However, there is no recognition of National 

Level Integrated Seed Companies with R&D capabilities. 

 Currently, a large percentage of seed is sold under a self-certification programme called 

Truthfully Labelled (TL) seeds. The certification process has been kept voluntary. 

 The bill empowers the government to fix prices of selected varieties in case of ‘emergent’ 

situations such as seed. 

 The bill differentiates the agronomic performance of the seed, its physical quality and the 

supply of spurious seed, and consequently penalizes the offences and prescribes 

punishment. 

Concerns or challenges posed: 

 The Seeds Bill insists on compulsory registration of seeds. However, the PPVFR Act was 

based on voluntary registration. As a result, many seeds may be registered under the Seeds 

Bill but may not be under the PPVFR Act. 

 If a seed variety could have been developed by a breeder, but derived from a traditional 

variety. In this case, the breeder will get exclusive marketing rights. But no gain will accrue 

to farmers as benefit-sharing is dealt with in the PPVFR Act, under which the seed is not 

registered. 

 private seed companies can re-register their seeds. They can do this for an infinite number 

of times after the validity period. Given this “ever-greening” provision, many seed varieties 

may never enter the open domain for free-use. 

 The provision for regulation of seed prices is vague in the bill. Farmers’ have also demanded 

an official body to regulate seed prices and royalties. In its absence, they feel, seed 

companies may be able to fix seed prices as they deem fit, leading to sharp rises in costs of 

cultivation. 

 According to the bill, the disputes on compensation have to be decided as per the Consumer 

Protection Act 1986. Consumer courts are hardly ideal and friendly institutions that farmers 

can approach. 

 According to the Seeds Bill, farmers become eligible for compensation if a plant variety fails 

to give expected results under “given conditions”. However, “given conditions” is almost 

impossible to define in agriculture. 
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Way forward: 

 Quality seeds are India’s lifeline. Farming, food and the livelihood of over 60 per cent of the 

Indian population depend on them. 

 A failed harvest has the potential to curtail our GDP and force millions of Indians into 

poverty and hunger until the next harvest. Overall, India depends on seeds to sustain life. 

 The present government has a chance to seed a unique and progressive Seed Bill or 

plagiarize from others. 

 We are sure our government will not let us down in their decision, and ensure their seed bill 

will give plentiful harvests for Indian farmers and industry. 

 Ultimately, the quality seed will be available to the farmers at competitive prices subject to a 

vibrant growth of the seed industry in an enabling environment. 

 Healthy seed industry will lead to enhanced quality seed availability at affordable prices to 

the farmers. 

Recently, the J and K high court decriminalized beggary in the state. Discuss beggary as 

a social issue, and critically examine if it should be decriminalized across the country. 

(250 Words) 
LiveLaw 
Why this question: 
The question is in the backdrop of the J and K high court having decriminalised beggary in the state.   
Key demand of the question: 
One must discuss beggary as a social issue, and critically examine if it should be decriminalised across 
the country. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly describe what constitutes begging. 
Body: 
Discuss beggary as a social issue in India. 
List the legal provisions in Indian constitution regarding beggary. 
Explain why did J&K high court decriminalize beggary in the state; present reasons and Critically 
examine the same. 
Examine if beggary should be decriminalized across India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

In a significant judgment, the Jammu and Kashmir High Court recently declared criminalization of 

beggary to be unconstitutional and struck down the provisions of the Jammu &Kashmir Prevention 

of Beggary Act, 1960 and the Jammu & Kashmir Prevention of Beggary Rules, 1964. 
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“Criminalization of begging is the outcome of extremely prejudiced social constructs of presumption 

of criminality against the poor and baseless stereotypes, in ignorance of the extreme exclusion and 

disadvantages faced by the poor who are struggling to survive. 

Body: 

The most often quoted definition of begging lies in the Bombay Prevention of Begging Act, 1959 

though there can be some minor variants to this definition in other concerned state laws. As per 

Section 2(1) of the Act, “Begging” means- 

 Soliciting or receiving alms, in a public place whether or not under any pretense such as 

singing, dancing, fortune telling, performing or offering any article for sale; 

 entering on any private premises for the purpose of soliciting or receiving alms; 

 exposing or exhibiting any sore, wound injury, deformity of diseases whether of a human 

being or animal, for extorting alms; 

 allowing oneself to be used as an exhibit for the purpose of soliciting or receiving alms; 

 having no visible means of subsistence and wandering about or remaining in any public place 

in such condition or manner, which makes it likely that the person doing so exist for 

soliciting or receiving alms; 

Beggary as a social issue in India: 

 Associated with the problems of poverty and unemployment is the problem of beggary 

which is a social problem of great magnitude and grave concern in developing countries. 

 Begging is a problem for society in as much as a large number of beggars means non 

utilization of available human resources and drag upon the existing resources of the society. 

 According to a recent survey by Delhi School of Social Work there has been a phenomenal 

increase in the numbers of beggars in India. In a decade since 1991 their number has gone 

up by a lakh. 

 There are some 60,000 beggars in Delhi, over 3, 00,000 in Mumbai according to a 2004 

Action Aid report; nearly 75000 in Kolkata says the Beggar Research Institute; 56000 in 

Bangalore according to police records. 

 In Hyderabad one in every 354 people is engaged in begging according to Council of Human 

Welfare in 2005. 

 It is common to find beggars at rubbish dumbs, road sides, and traffic lights and under 

flyovers. The frail, crippled and mentally ill share space with children, women and able 

bodied men. 

 The line that separates beggars from the casual poor is getting slimmer in a country where 

one in every four goes to bed hungry every night and 78 million are homeless. Over 71% of 

Delhi’s beggars are driven by poverty. 

 Mumbai is home to majority of beggars. According to the Maharashtra Government they are 

worth Rs. 180 crore a year with daily income ranging between Rs 20-80. Almost every survey 

profiles beggars as a largely contented lot unwilling to take up honest labour. 
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 India’s beggary laws are a throwback to the centuries old European vagrancy laws which 

instead of addressing the socio-economic issues make the poor criminally responsible for 

their position. 

Legal provisions in Indian constitution regarding beggary: 

 The Hyderabad Prevention of Beggary Act, 1941 

 The Bengal Vagrancy Act, 1945 

 The Mysore Prevention of Beggary Act, 1945 

 The Bombay Prevention of Beggary Act, 1945 

 The Madras Prevention of Beggary Act, 1945. 

 The Cochin Vagrancy Act, 1945 

 The Travancore Prohibition of Begging Act, 1945 

 The Bhopal Prevention of Beggary Act, 1947 

 The Bihar Prevention of Beggary Act, 1952. 

Reasons for J&K high court decriminalize beggary in the state: 

 Terming poverty a human rights issue, the J&K High Court has decriminalized begging 

asserting that the “begging manifests failure of the state to ensure basic entitlements of 

health, food, clothing, shelter” 

 Hearing a public interest litigation, a Division Bench of Chief Justice Gita Mittal and Justice 

Rajesh Bindal struck down the J&K Prevention of Beggary Act-1960 and J&K Prevention of 

Beggary Rules-1964 calling them “unconstitutional” and “disproportionate infringement of 

the right to meaningful life, dignity, privacy and liberty guaranteed under Article 21”. 

 “Criminalisation of begging is the outcome of extremely prejudiced social constructs of 

presumption of criminality against the poor and baseless stereotypes in ignorance of the 

extreme exclusion and disadvantages faced by the poor who are struggling to survive,” the 

court said. 

 This significant court judgment of scrapping of law banning begging in J&K comes a year 

after advocate Suhail Rashid Bhat filed a public interest litigation praying to declare anti-

begging laws as unconstitutional and violative of Articles 14, 15, 20 and 21 of the 

Constitution. 

 “The criminalization of begging, which makes poverty an offence, is intended to remove 

poor people from public spaces, deprive them of the constitutional guarantees of 

inclusiveness and pluralism, and results in their further deprivation,” the court said. 

 The court noted that begging involves peaceful communication with strangers, verbal or 

non-verbal, whereby a beggar conveys a request for assistance. 

 “Such activity is essentially part of the valuable right of freedom of speech and expression 

guaranteed to all under Article 19 (1) (A) of the Constitution of India,” it said. 
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 The High Court said prescription under Article 39 of the Constitution of India and Part IV of 

Constitution of Jammu and Kashmir have been completely overlooked while enacting and 

implementing provision of the Beggary Act and the rules. 

Way Forward: 

 The state must bring in alternative legislation to curb forced begging after undertaking an 

empirical examination on the sociological and economic aspects of the matter. 

 It should focus on the rehabilitation and integration of the most vulnerable and marginalized 

members of our society. 

 The real problem of organized begging rackets will have to be addressed by other means, 

based on the law of trafficking. 

 A civilized society must regard the poor not as criminals to be sentenced, but as candidates 

for protection. 

 The decriminalization of those who fail usually has positive effects. 

 For instance, Portugal, which decriminalized drug use and possession in 2001, has achieved 

the lowest rate of drug-related social costs, like death and crime, in the European Union. 

 A similar step with regard to beggars — spending on rehabilitation — would yield similar 

outcomes, and turn the social problem into a dividend. 

With 2.3 million children not vaccinated against measles last year, India has much to do 

to protect its young citizens, in the context of the above statement discuss the case of 

vaccine hesitancy and need for public awareness of vaccines. (250 Words). 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
Vaccine hesitancy has been highlighted for the staggering spread in cases globally. The article 
discusses the case of India and prevalence of Measles. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must present the case of Measles and discuss the phenomena of vaccine hesitancy. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define what you understand by vaccine hesitancy; Vaccine hesitancy has been highlighted for the 
staggering spread in cases globally. Vaccine hesitancy refers to delay in acceptance or refusal of 
vaccines despite availability of vaccination services. 
Body: 
First explain why the issue of vaccine hesitancy persists – take the case of measles and discuss. 
Use facts to substantiate your answer and provide for a detailed analysis of the causative factors, 
impact and what needs to be done to prevent and cure the situation. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Vaccine hesitancy is threatening the historical achievements made in reducing the 
burden of infectious diseases, which have plagued humanity for centuries. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/staggering-spread/article30279713.ece


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 117 

Only a collaborative effort between pediatricians, family doctors, parents, public health officials, 
governments, the technology sector, and civil society will allow myths and misinformation around 
vaccination to be dispelled. 
Introduction:      

Vaccine Hesitancy is defined as a reluctance or refusal to vaccinate despite the availability of 

vaccines. According to WHO, vaccination prevents between 2-3 million deaths each year, a figure 

that will rise by another 1.5 million if vaccine coverage improves. 

Body: 

Findings: 

 There were over 1,32,000 reported cases in 2016. The numbers shot up to over 3,53,000 in 

2018. 

 The numbers in 2018 were more than double the previous year, the numbers in 2019 have 

already surpassed those of 2018. By mid-November 2019, over 4,00,000 cases were 

reported globally. 

 WHO and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimated the number of measles 

cases and deaths. Based on an updated estimation model, there have been nearly 10 million 

cases and over 1,42,000 measles deaths in 2018. 

 The situation worsened in Congo, with a nearly four-fold increase in cases (from 65,000 in 

2018 to 2,50,000 in 2019) and over 5,100 deaths. 

Reasons for Vaccine hesitancy: 

 Vaccine hesitancy has been highlighted for the staggering spread in cases globally. 

 In DR Congo, there is low institutional trust, misinformation, vaccine shortage and even 

attacks on health-care centers and workers leading to the spread of both measles and 

Ebola. 

 The Philippines and the small Pacific island of Samoa serve are textbook cases of the sudden 

emergence of vaccine hesitancy. 

 Mass immunization using a newly approved dengue vaccine in the Philippines, before the 

risks were reported by the manufacturer, shattered public trust in vaccines. Low vaccine 

coverage led to measles and polio outbreaks. 

 In Samoa, an error in preparing the measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) injection led to the 

death of two infants. Fear-mongering led to a fall in vaccine uptake, leading to an outbreak 

of measles. 

 In many European countries and the U.S., vaccine hesitancy has been on religious 

grounds and primarily due to anti-vaccination campaigns spreading fake news about vaccine 

safety. 

 Some religious leaders prohibit vaccines, some cultures do not want men vaccinating 

children, some cultures value boys over girls and fathers don’t allow children to be 

vaccinated. 
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 Vaccine mandates can provoke vaccine hesitancy not necessarily because of safety or other 

concerns, but due to resistance to the notion of forced vaccination. 

 A population can have general confidence in a vaccine and health service but hesitate as the 

health center is too far away or access is difficult. 

 Industry may be distrusted and influence vaccine hesitancy when perceived as driven only by 

financial motives and not in public health interest 

Measures needed: 

 All child health workers must promote vaccination and must be afforded sufficient time with 

each family to effectively do so. 

 A clear presentation of the risks that delaying or refusing vaccination might pose to the child 

is pivotal to help parents understand how critical their decision is. 

 Governments and health policy makers should play an essential role in promoting 

vaccination, educating the general public, and implementing policies that reduce the public 

health risks associated with vaccine hesitancy. 

 Paediatricians and family doctors have a key role in helping parents appreciate the benefits 

of vaccination. In this context, physicians’ advice has been shown to be the most important 

predictor of vaccine acceptance. 

 Facebook announced that groups and pages that share anti-vaccine misinformation would 

be removed from its recommendation algorithm. Such partnerships are crucial for allowing 

widespread promotion of evidence-based information explaining the benefits of vaccination. 

 Effective use of counselling on immunisation should be implemented during contact with 

care seekers under Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakram or Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 

or National Health Protection Scheme. 

 Available opportunities must be maximised, including the “home-based newborn care”, 

where health workers promote breastfeeding as well as programmes to promote the use of 

vaccines. 

 To counter rising hesitancy, about a dozen European countries have already introduced 

laws making vaccination mandatory. 

 New York City too introduced such a law when the U.S. nearly lost its measles elimination 

status. 

 Such laws may prove counterproductive in the long run, and the only way to increase 

vaccine uptake is by educating the public. 

 In most cases, interventions should be dialogue-based and directly targeted to a specific 

under-vaccinated population group. 

 By engaging collaboratively with health workers, caregivers/parents, and their families and 

communities, national authorities can generate the insights to develop better quality health 

services, systems, policies, and communication strategies that support and enable 

recommended vaccination behaviours. 
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Conclusion: 

Vaccine hesitancy is threatening the historical achievements made in reducing the burden of 

infectious diseases, which have plagued humanity for centuries. Only a collaborative effort between 

paediatricians, family doctors, parents, public health officials, governments, the technology sector, 

and civil society will allow myths and misinformation around vaccination to be dispelled. If we fail, 

the future health of unvaccinated children and their communities will suffer greatly. 

PMJAY has a strong potential to empower women to take decisions on their health and 

wipe out the gender gap in use of health services. Critically comment. (250 words) 
Indian Express  
Why this question: 
There is a large gap in the use of public services in the country. The “2018 Gender Gap Index” of the 
World Economic Forum and its sub-index, “Health and Survival” — India ranks 108 in the overall 
index and 147th out of 149 in the sub-index — shine a light on this challenge. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must explain how the Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY seeks to bridge the gender gap in the use of 
healthcare services by addressing a key constraint — healthcare costs. The challenges faced in this 
Directive: 
Critically comment – When asked to comment, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘comment’ is prefixed, we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and 
form an overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief highlight the various problems faced by girls and women in access to healthcare. 
Body: 
Explain in detail as to how PM-JAY scheme aims to empower women healthcare in India 
Cashless services through PM-JAY are helping to narrow the gender gap in availing healthcare. 
First, families with no adult male members is one of the deprivation criteria for identifying target 
beneficiaries, which will help a large number of women. 
Second, there is no cap on the size of families. 

Discuss about the challenges faced in delivering the healthcare 
there are large gender gaps in the use of cardiology and nephrology-related services. PM-JAY will 
need to analyse the reasons for this. 
Some of the variation may be explained by the gender-wise difference in the prevalence of various 
diseases. 
Men and women may also have varying incidence of certain diseases because of the degree of 
exposure to the proximate cause or an individual’s biological disposition. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

PMJAY is a major national health reform to rapidly extend access to hospital care for 500 million 

poor and vulnerable people. It is touted as world’s largest healthcare scheme. The scheme 

guarantees eligible families are covered for inpatient expenses of up to Rs. 5 lakh per year in any 

government or empanelled private hospitals all over India. It will address concerns of expenditure by 

vulnerable families for secondary and tertiary care. 
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Body: 

Challenges faced by women in access to healthcare: 

 There is a large gap in the use of public services in the country. The “2018 Gender Gap 

Index” of the World Economic Forum and its sub-index, “Health and Survival” — India ranks 

108 in the overall index and 147th out of 149 in the sub-index — shine a light on this 

challenge. 

 Girl children face discrimination even before they are born and continue to experience bias 

during their life, including in the provision of nutrition and use of health services. 

 Faced with limited resources, families, in general, prioritise the healthcare, nutrition and 

other needs of men at the cost of women. 

 Some cultural factors, such as the reluctance of women in some regions to consult male 

doctors, also constrain their access to healthcare services. 

 The National Family Health Survey (4th round) shows that the main reasons women do not 

seek healthcare services are because these services are unaffordable, they are not easily 

available and there aren’t enough women healthcare providers. 

PMJAY and its potential for women empowerment: 

 Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY seeks to bridge the gender gap in the use of healthcare services by 

addressing a key constraint — healthcare costs. 

 Cashless services through PM-JAY are helping to narrow the gender gap in availing 

healthcare. 

 Families with no adult male members is one of the deprivation criteria for identifying target 

beneficiaries, which will help a large number of women. 

 There is no cap on the size of families. A cap of five beneficiaries from a family in earlier 

schemes worked against women. It was observed that large families preferred that their 

male members be beneficiaries. 

 The packages include a large number of health conditions that exclusively, or primarily, 

affect women. Of the 1,393 health benefit packages under PM-JAY, 116 are women centric, 

64 are for only men while 1,213 are common to both. 

 The initial data for utilisation of services under PM-JAY shows that the use of services is 

more or less evenly balanced among men and women. Of all hospital admission requests, 52 

per cent were for men and 48 per cent were for women. 

However, even PMJAY has some constraints: 

 The gender gap in access to scheme starts to show up at only above 50 years. 

 The disaggregation of data on utilisation of major specialty services shows mixed patterns. 

 Use by women patients is higher in 10 specialties — OPD diagnostics, radiation oncology, 

follow-ups, palliative care, burns management, ophthalmology, paediatric cancer, PHC and 

surgical oncology. 
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 Variations across states: At the national level, 66 per cent of all treatment in orthopaedics 

were received by men. However, in Kerala, the proportion is 53 per cent while it is much 

greater in UP and Maharashtra — 70 per cent. 

 Variations at the level of procedures: within orthopaedics, women are the majority users of 

packages such as total knee replacement — 57 per cent. 

 There are large gender gaps in the use of cardiology and nephrology-related services. PM-

JAY will need to analyse the reasons for this 

Measures needed: 

 Monitoring the disaggregated service utilisation data will help sensitise implementing 

agencies and district authorities about possible gender gaps. 

 Gaps, if any, can be addressed by more informed and gender-sensitive planning, including 

targeted IEC (information, education and communication) campaigns. 

 Women might need to be informed about their eligibility for the scheme so that they can get 

their e-cards made and seek treatment in time. 

 In addition, tele-consultations with women healthcare providers might be required in case 

there are cultural barriers in consulting with male doctors. 

Conclusion: 

Up-to-date data available with PM-JAY will help in continuously assessing the gender pattern of 

health-service use, analysing the reasons for any gender-based discrimination and providing cues for 

corrective action. Within the deprived and vulnerable population that PMJAY seeks to serve, women 

constitute a particularly marginalised section. The scheme will be successful only when it can ensure 

that women and girls receive their due in the use of healthcare services. 

Delays and dilutions have derailed regulations of packaged and fast foods. Evaluate.  

(250 words) 
Down To Earth 
Why this question: 
The test results of the Environment Monitoring Laboratory at Delhi-based non-profit Centre for 
Science and Environment (CSE) have unmasked two anomalies: 
First, food manufacturers blatantly sell products that have unhealthy levels of nutrients. 
Second, a nexus between the industry and regulating agencies backs this brazen act. 
India, therefore, urgently needs a robust law on labelling and disclosure of nutritional information on 
food packs. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question is in the backdrop of existing weak and ineffective Food Safety and Standards 
Regulation. One must evaluate the laws present, find the shortcomings and present measures to 
strengthen it. 
Directive: 
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgment about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth 
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here. 
Structure of the answer 
Introduction: 
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In brief explain what junk food is. 
A food is classified as junk if it doesn’t offer any or has very little nutritional benefits and is generally 
high in sugar or fat. The junk foods are also observed to be very low in fibre and very high in calories. 
Body: 
Then move on to explain the adverse effects of junk food on human health. 
Discuss the prevailing laws to regulate the same and their shortcomings 
The existing Food Safety Standards (Packaging and Labelling) Regulations, 2011, is too weak and 
ineffective. Even some-thing as basic as salt is not mandatorily disclosed. 
In 2013, Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), the country’s food regulator, set up an 
expert committee to regulate junk food available in schools following an order of the Delhi High 
Court. 
In 2014, the expert committee, comprising doctors, nutritionists, public health experts, civil society 
and industry, suggested labelling of calories, sugar, fat, saturated fat and salt on the front of food 
packs, or FoP. 
It took FSSAI a year to be ready with the draft Food Safety Standard (Labelling and Display) 
Regulations, 2018. The draft sought mandatory declaration of salt as sodium chloride. Till now, salt 
did not figure in food labels. 
The diluted version came in July 2019, which has seriously compromised public health, is still not 
acceptable, presumably to the powerful food industry. It is still not notified. 
Provide measures to strengthen it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting what should be the way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

Generally, a food is classified as junk if it doesn’t offer any or has very little nutritional benefits and is 

generally high in sugar or fat. The junk foods are also observed to be very low in fibre and very high 

in calories. The term HFSS foods (high in fat, salt and sugar) is used synonymously. 

The test results of the Environment Monitoring Laboratory at Delhi-based non-profit Centre for 

Science and Environment (CSE) have unmasked two anomalies. First, food manufacturers blatantly 

sell products that have unhealthy levels of nutrients. Second, a nexus between the industry and 

regulating agencies backs this brazen act. India, therefore, urgently needs a robust law on labelling 

and disclosure of nutritional information on food packs. 

Body: 

There are certain laws which govern the safety of food products for consumption such as: 

 Prevention of Food Adulteration Act, 1954: Ensures prevention of adulteration of food 

products. 

 Food Safety and Standards (FSS) Act, 2006: Formulates the regulations regarding the 

standards and guidelines with respect to the food and the systems to enforce the standards 

given. 

 Fruit Products Order,1955: To ensure maintenance of sanitary and hygienic conditions 

during the manufacturing of fruit and vegetable products. 

 Vegetable Oil Products (Control) Order, 1947: Vegetable Oil Products (Control) Order, 1947 

along with Vegetable Oil Products (Standards of Quality) Order, 1975 have been replaced by 

a single Order called “Vegetable Oil Products (Regulation) Order, 1998.” It holds the 
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responsibility to lay the standards for the oil products’ quality during the manufacturing 

process. The Directorate of Vanaspati, Vegetable Oils and Fats holds the responsibility for 

implementation of the standards of quality of the vegetable oil product. 

 Meat Food Products Order, 1973: Lays the limit for the heavy metals, insecticides residues, 

preservatives, and hormones present in the meat products. It also enlists the sanitary 

standards for the various meat products and is propagated by the provisions of the Essential 

Commodities Act, 1955. 

 Food Safety and Standards (Packaging and Labelling) Regulations, 2011: Requires the 

labelling of every ingredient which is responsible for characterising the food product, and is 

expected to be present in the food product by the customer, whose omission could be 

considered as deceit of the customers 

Challenges in the laws and regulations: 

 The existing Food Safety Standards (Packaging and Labelling) Regulations, 2011, is too 

weak and ineffective. Even some-thing as basic as salt is not mandatorily disclosed. 

 Due to pressure from the powerful junk food industry and the resultant red tape, the 

regulations are not seeing the light of the day. 

 In 2013, FSSAI, the country’s food regulator, set up an expert committee to regulate junk 

food available in schools following an order of the Delhi High Court. 

 In 2014, the expert committee, comprising doctors, nutritionists, public health experts, civil 

society and industry, suggested labelling of calories, sugar, fat, saturated fat and salt on the 

front of food packs, or FoP. This would help people make an informed choice about the food 

they eat. 

 In 2015, FSSAI set up a second expert committee to assess the consumption of fat, salt and 

sugar and its health impacts. But two years later, this panel too endorsed the 

recommendations made by the first committee. 

 The draft Food Safety Standard (Labelling and Display) Regulations, 2018 sought 

mandatory declaration of salt as sodium chloride. Till now, salt did not figure in food labels. 

 FSSAI has set RDA considering one person requires 2,000 Kcal in a day. The draft proposed to 

mark red on all nutrients that exceed thresholds. Industry does not want the food to be 

labelled red, which represents danger. 

 The 2018 draft remained a draft and to find a new way around it, FSSAI announced a third 

committee. 

 FSSAI came up with the second draft of the regulations in July 2019, it was a much diluted 

version. The diluted version, which has seriously compromised public health, is still not 

acceptable, presumably to the powerful food industry. It is still not notified. 

Way forward: 

 The need of the hour is to make the Government implement the food safety regulations 

effectively at the earliest. 
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 The doctors, nutritionists, public health experts, civil society should act as a strong pressure 

group against the junk food industry’s monopoly. 

 The onus of inculcating healthy eating habits also starts at home. 

 Besides taking steps to reduce the intake of unhealthy food, both schools and parents 

should ensure children get adequate physical activity, which is increasingly being neglected 

for various reasons. 

 It is a combination of healthy food and regular physical activity that will go a long way in 

bringing up healthier children. 

Conclusion: 

Growing up on junk food will lead to improper cognitive development in children, and result in lack 

of well-rounded intelligent individuals which is very important for a country like India which is 

banking on their demographic dividend for development. Therefore, the focus of the entire draft is 

to ensure a healthy future for the children as their health is of primary concern. 

Wealth disparities are evident in the malnutrition scenario of the country, Do you think 

there are gross non-egalitarian malnutrition outcomes owing to it?Discuss in detail the 

various factors responsible for malnutrition in the country and suggest measures to 

overcome the same.(250 words) 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The article brings out a study on child malnutrition in India by a team of researchers from Cambridge 
and Harvard University. 
Key demand of the question: 
Bring out the wealth related nutrition disparities in the country, discuss the various factors 
responsible for it and analyse what can be done to address the issue. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Present few facts from the studies that highlight the disparities in the nutrition levels; Wealth 
disparities in underweight children were seen across all districts with Gujarat, Jharkhand and Bihar 
having the worst disparities and Mizoram, Nagaland and Manipur having the least. This observation 
is important since it brings out the fact that even within well-performing districts, there can be gross 
non-egalitarian malnutrition outcomes. 
Body: 
Explain what Malnutrition is. 
Malnutrition, according to the World Health Organisation (WHO), refers to deficiencies, excesses, or 
imbalances in a person’s intake of energy and/or nutrients. 
Maternal, infant, and child nutrition play significant roles in the proper growth and development, 
including the future socio-economic status of the child. 
Discuss the concerns associated in detail. 
Bring out the Indian scenario, the issues that are specific to it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward by suggesting solutions. 
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Introduction: 

Malnutrition refers to deficiencies, excesses or imbalances in a person’s intake of energy and/or 

nutrients. India’s National Family Health Surveys (NFHS) show that there has been a decline in child 

malnutrition numbers in the country. However, various studies show that the rate of decline is very 

slow, and India is still fighting a tough battle. 

Body: 

Non-Egalitarian outcomes of malnutrition: 

 A team from Harvard and Cambridge University has assessed district-level trends in the 

prevalence of malnutrition and how wealth disparity plays a role in five important 

malnutrition indicators such as stunting, underweight, wasting, low birth weight, and 

anemia. 

 The researchers analyzed the NFHS-4 data of 2015-16 and noted that among the four 

indicators, anemia was highly prevalent at 54.6%, across the poorest of the poor in 

Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Telangana. 

 Wealth disparities in underweight children were seen across all districts with Gujarat, 

Jharkhand and Bihar having the worst disparities and Mizoram, Nagaland and Manipur 

having the least. 

 For stunting and underweight, the north and central region of India which includes Uttar 

Pradesh, Bihar and Jharkhand were composed primarily of “pitfall” and “intensity” districts. 

Factors responsible for malnutrition: 

 Mother’s health: 

o Scientists say the initial 1,000 days of an individual’s lifespan, from the day of 

conception till he or she turns two, is crucial for physical and cognitive development. 

o But more than half the women of childbearing age are anemic and 33 per cent are 

undernourished, according to NFHS 2006. A malnourished mother is more likely to 

give birth to malnourished children. 

 Social inequality: 

o For example, girl children are more likely to be malnourished than boys, and low-

caste children than upper-caste children. 

 Sanitation: 

o Most children in rural areas and urban slums still lack sanitation. This makes them 

vulnerable to the kinds of chronic intestinal diseases that prevent bodies from 

making good use of nutrients in food, and they become malnourished. 

o Lack of sanitation and clean drinking water are the reasons high levels of 

malnutrition persists in India despite improvement in food availability. 

 Lack of diversified food: 
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o With the increase in diversity in food intake malnutrition (stunted/underweight) 

status declines. Only 12% of children are likely to be stunted and underweight in 

areas where diversity in food intake is high, while around 50% children are stunted if 

they consume less than three food items. 

 Lack of food security: 

o The dismal health of Indian women and children is primarily due to lack of food 

security. 

o Nearly one-third of adults in the country have a body mass index (BMI) below 

normal just because they do not have enough food to eat. 

 Failure of government approaches: 

o India already has two robust national programmes addressing malnutrition the 

Integrated Child Development Service (ICDS) and the National Health Mission but 

these do not yet reach enough people. 

o The delivery system is also inadequate and plagued by inefficiency and corruption. 

Some analysts estimate that 40 per cent of the subsidized food never reaches the 

intended recipients 

 Disease spread: 

o Most child deaths in India occur from treatable diseases like pneumonia, diarrhea, 

malaria and complications at birth. 

o The child may eventually die of a disease, but that disease becomes lethal because 

the child is malnourished and unable to put up resistance to it. 

 Poverty: 

o The staff of ICDS places part of the blame of malnutrition on parents being 

inattentive to the needs of their children, but crushing poverty forces most women 

to leave their young children at home and work in the fields during the agricultural 

seasons. 

o Regional disparities in the availability of food and varying food habits lead to the 

differential status of under-nutrition which is substantially higher in rural than in 

urban areas. 

o This demands a region-specific action plan with significant investments in human 

resources with critical health investments at the local levels. 

 Lack of nutrition: 

o Significant cause of malnutrition is also the deliberate failure of malnourished 

people to choose nutritious food. 

o An international study found that the poor in developing countries had enough 

money to increase their food spending by as much as 30 per cent but that this 

money was spent on alcohol, tobacco and festivals instead. 

Measures needed: 
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 Anganwadis system is the backbone of India’s nutrition target effort and we really have to 

improve it. 

 Primary health infrastructure is not strong so proper steps needs to be taken in this regard. 

 Farmers should be encouraged and incentivized for agricultural diversification. 

 Innovative and low-cost farming technologies, increase in the irrigation coverage and 

enhancing knowledge of farmers in areas such as appropriate use of land and water should 

be encouraged to improve the sustainability of food productivity. 

 Public Health Management Cadre. 

 The government should improve policy support for improving agricultural produce of 

traditional crops in the country. 

 Improve ICDS 

 The targeting efficiency of all food safety nets should be improved, especially that of the 

Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS), to ensure that the poorest are included. 

 In addition, fortification of government-approved commodities within the social safety net 

programmes can improve nutritional outcomes. 

 Child feeding practices should be improved in the country, especially at the critical ages 

when solid foods are introduced to the diet. 

 Fortification, diversification and supplementation may be used as simultaneous strategies to 

address micro and macronutrient deficiencies. 

 Storage capacity should be improved to prevent post-harvest losses. 

 There is a need for more robust measures that can take cognizance of all aspects of SDG 2. 

 All the major welfare programmes need to be gender sensitive. 

 The inherited dehumanizing poverty explains the persistence of malnutrition on a large 

scale. 

 Children born in impecunious circumstances suffer the most from malnutrition. It is all the 

more reason for governments to intervene to provide adequate nutrition to all. 

 Taking medical services to the door step of villages 

 Funds for food to all yield great returns and help in unlocking the full potential of citizens 

besides strengthening the workforce. 

 Focus to improve the hygiene and cleanliness of our surrounding. 

 Real time delivery of such schemes to the targeted beneficiaries. 

 Schools kids and their parents should be made aware about the various government 

programmes. 
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The slowdown in combating HIV calls for a renewal of political commitment, finances 

and engagement. Discuss.(250 words) 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), adopted by member countries of the United Nations in 
2015, set a target of ending the epidemics of AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria by 2030. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss in 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
The key indicator chosen to track progress in achieving the target for HIV-AIDS is “the number of new 
HIV infections per 1,000 uninfected population, by sex, age and key populations”. 
Body: 
In the terminology of HIV prevention and control, the phrase “key populations” refers to: men who 
have sex with men; people who use injected drugs; people in prisons and other closed settings; sex 
workers and their clients, and transgender persons. 
Discuss about bridging gaps. 
Provide statistics about HIV related deaths. 
Discuss the concerns associated and in what way they can be dealt. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the Indian experience has been more positive but still calls for continued vigilance and 
committed action. 
 

Introduction:  

 

While much success has been achieved in the past 20 years in the global battle against AIDS, 

there has been a slowdown in progress which seems to place the targets out of reach. At the end of 

2018, while 79% of all persons identified as being infected by HIV were aware of the fact, 62% were 

on treatment and only 53% had achieved viral suppression — falling short of the 90-90-90 target set 

for 2020.  

 

Body: 

 

Current scenario of HIV-affected in India: 

 

 India has the third largest HIV epidemic in the world.  

 In 2017, HIV prevalence among adults (aged 15-49) was an estimated 0.2%.  

 This figure is small compared to most other middle-income countries but because of India's huge 

population (1.3 billion people) this equates to 2.1 million people living with HIV. 

 HIV-related deaths declined by 71% between 2005 and 2017. HIV infection now affects 22 out of 

10,000 Indians, compared to 38 out of 10,000 in 2001-03.  

 India has an estimated 2.14 million persons living with HIV and records 87,000 estimated new 

infections and 69,000 AIDS-related deaths annually.  
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 Nine States have rates higher than the national prevalence figure. Mizoram leads with 204 out of 

10,000 persons affected.  

 The total number of persons affected in India is estimated to be 21.40 lakh, with females 

accounting for 8.79 lakh. Assam, Mizoram, Meghalaya and Uttarakhand showed an increase in 

numbers of annual new infections. 

 

Reasons for the slowdown in progress:  

 

 The success achieved in the early part of this century, through a determined global thrust against 

the global threat, led to a complacent assumption of a conclusive victory. 

 The expanded health agenda in the SDGs stretched the resources of national health systems, even 

as global funding streams started identifying other priorities. 

 Improved survival rates reduced the fear of what was seen earlier as dreaded death and pushed 

the disease out of the headlines. 

 The information dissemination blitz that successfully elevated public awareness on HIV prevention 

did not continue to pass on the risk-related knowledge and strong messaging on prevention-

oriented behaviors to a new generation of young persons. 

 Vulnerability of adolescent girls to sexual exploitation by older men and domineering male 

behaviors inflicting HIV infection on unprotected women have been seen as factors contributing 

to new infections in Africa. 

 Risk factors for cardiovascular disease are high among survivors as they age, with anti-retroviral 

drugs increasing the risk of atherosclerosis. 

 Other infectious diseases, such as tuberculosis can co-exist and cannot be addressed by a siloed 

programme. 

 Mental health disorders are a challenge in persons who are on lifelong therapy for a serious 

disease that requires constant monitoring and often carries stigma. 

 There are worryingly high rates of new infection in several parts of the World. Only 19 countries 

are on track to reach the 2030 target. 

 

Way forward:  

 

 As per the recommendation of the WHO, this can be achieved by making the tests available that 

can diagnose HIV rapidly which can be then readily linked with prevention and/or treatment 

services.  

 it is important to comprehensively map key populations and their partners and urgently need to 

act on priority to reach and cater to these populations who are at the greatest risk of contraction 

of the virus.  

 The future vision towards ending the incidence of HIV will require looking beyond care and 

bringing institutions, industries, non-governmental organizations and different partners to a 

common point with the help of government and health policymakers to ensure that the disease 

response is embedded within the universal health coverage. 

 It is unlikely that elimination of HIV/AIDS is possible without putting in place strategic partnerships 

in bringing and rolling out comprehensive prevention and treatment through universal integrated 

health system that will provide HIV prevention, diagnosis and treatment.  

 This should also offer services to cater to combat other co-morbidities associated with HIV/AIDS.  
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 Finally, in line with the sustainable development goals as recommended by the United Nations in 

2015, it is important to put in place a comprehensive algorithm to integrate indicators to map the 

ongoing monitoring efforts to comprehensively assess the state of their national response and 

their progress in achieving national HIV targets in real time. 

 

Conclusion:  

 

Success in our efforts to reach the 2030 target calls for resurrecting the combination of political will, 

professional skill and wide ranging pan-society partnerships that characterized the high tide of the 

global response in the early part of this century. 

Citizenship law amendment goes against non-discriminatory norms in the Constitution. 

Critically analyse. (250 Words) 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
Home Minister Amit Shah moved Citizenship Amendment Bill 2019 in the Lok Sabha recently  amid 
stiff resistance from the opposition parties that called it unconstitutional as it excludes Muslims from 
three neighboring countries – Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh – where Islam is the state 
religion from taking advantage of relaxed rules for obtaining Indian citizenship. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to present a critical analysis of Citizenship Amendment Bill 2019 and debate upon its 
constitutionality. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Briefly discuss the coming of Citizenship Amendment Bill 2019. 
Body: 
Explain first the basic features of the bill. 
Then move onto present the following aspects – 
The Citizenship Amendment Bill explicitly seeks religious discrimination into law, against our secular 
constitutional ethos. 
The Bill, will be the first time that religion or ethnicity will be made the basis of citizenship that would 
do damage to the very idea of India as an inclusive and diverse polity, where religion has no bearing 
on who can become a full member of society. 
Discuss what needs to be done to overcome the challenges posed by the law to the secular fabric and 
the constitution; the law of the land. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with need to refine the laws and ensure the constitutional validity of the same. 
 

Introduction:  
The protests erupting across India since the passage of the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) 

are a testament to the centrality of secularism as the foundational principle that binds the country 
together and holds the key to India’s survival as a nation. The deathly blow that the CAA has delivered 
to secularism threatens the foundations of India’s plural social fabric. When secularism is threatened, 
India is weakened. This is the lesson from the passage of the CAA, and the unrest it has unleashed. 
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Body: 
 
India’s unique model of secularism:  

 Secularism in India refers to the equal status and treatment of all religions. 

 Secularism in India is a positive, revolutionary and comprehensive concept which takes within 
its sweep all the communities in India following several religions. 

 Indian secularism recognizes the importance of religion in human life. 

 Diversity can only be effective with secularism as a foundational value. 

 India’s survival as a multi-religious, multilingual, multiracial, multicultural society will depend 
on how successful it is in working its secularism 

 Indian Secularism equally opposed oppression of dalits and women within Hinduism. It also 
opposes the discrimination against women within Indian Islam or Christianity and the possible 
threats that a majority community might pose to the rights of the minority religious 
communities. 

 Indian Secularism has made room for and is compatible with the idea of state- supported 
religious reform. For example- Indian constitution bans untouchability under Article 17. There 
is also abolition of child marriage and lifting the taboo on inter-caste marriage sanctioned by 
Hinduism. 

 Indian Secularism deals not only with religious freedom of individuals but also with religious 
freedom of minority communities i.e. individual has the right to profess religion of his /her 
choice. Likewise, religious minority also have a right to exist and to maintain their own culture 
and educational institutions. 

 
How The Citizenship Amendment Bill explicitly seeks religious discrimination into law, against our 
secular constitutional ethos:  

 The first is that the Citizenship (Amendment) Act is against the letter and spirit of our 
Constitution. Articles 5 to 11 of the Constitution deal with citizenship, and the Citizenship Act, 
1955, lays down criteria for citizenship based on birth, descent, registration, naturalization, 
and citizenship by incorporation of territory. 

 By setting new criteria, the Citizenship (Amendment) Act goes against the premise of common 
citizenship regardless of differences of caste, creed, gender, ethnicity and culture. 

 Further, Article 14 of the Constitution lays down that the “State shall not deny to any person 
equality before the law or the equal protection of the laws within the territory of India”. 

 The Citizenship (Amendment) Act is divisive, deeply discriminatory and violative of human 
rights. 

 Our national unity was won through struggle; the Citizenship (Amendment) Act is one of the 
many threats to its survival. Our hard-won Constitution recognizes individual and social 
differences, and that we must weave the cord of unity by creating a sense of belonging and 
inclusiveness for all. 

 The Citizenship (Amendment) Act attempts to create and deepen communal division and 
social polarization in the country. 

 The Act gives eligibility for citizenship to Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians 
from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan who entered India on or before December 31, 
2014, and specifically excludes Muslims from that list. 

 In granting citizenship on the basis of religion, it discriminates against Muslims and rejects the 
basic concept of secularism. 

 That the Citizenship (Amendment) Act is discriminatory and violative of human rights has been 
recognized by those who have come out on the streets in many States, in opposition to the 
Act. 
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 The agenda of Hindutva and its ultimate goal of establishing a “Hindu Nation” underlie the 
Citizenship (Amendment) Act, is well established both by past experience and the present 
actions of the BJP-Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. 

 In the days since the passage of the CAA, multiple protests across north and Northeast India 
last week. Ironically, these protests are themselves expressions of India’s overlapping multi-
religious, multi-ethnic character that the CAA seeks to undermine. 

 The mobilizations in the Northeast are about anxieties of ethnicity, culture and language as 
much as religion while the protests in Delhi, Aligarh and Lucknow are chiefly about religious 
identity and discriminatory exclusion of Muslims from the CAA. 

 
Measures to safeguard the secular fabric in India: 

 Since secularism has been declared as a part of the basic structure of the Constitution, 
governments must be made accountable for implementing it. 

 Define the word “minority”. The concept of secularism is based on recognition and protection 
of minorities. The two cannot be separated. 

 Setting up of a commission on secularism for ensuring adherence to the constitutional 
mandate on secularism. 

 Separation of religion from politics. It is of such urgency that no time should be wasted in 
bringing this about. 

 It is the duty of the secular and democratic forces to rally behind those political forces that 
really profess and practice secularism. 

 In a secular state, religion is expected to be a purely personal and private matter and is not 
supposed to have anything to do with the governance of the country. 

 
Conclusion: 
The real challenge that protests and resistance to the CAA face today is that they are bereft of a 

vocabulary to defend secularism’s cause even though it is the threat to secularism that sparked 

these protests. India urgently needs to wrest and reclaim secularism, anchoring it in a new 

vocabulary that redeems its credibility. Our collective ability to do so will determine whether India 

will reclaim itself or stay firm on its current path toward a re-imagination of its foundations. 

The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) is a study done to produce 

comparable data on education policy and outcomes across countries. What is the aim 

of the test and how has India performed so far? Analyse while presenting the positives 

and negatives of such a scheme. (250 Words) 
Indianexpress 
Why this question: 
The article discusses in detail the pros and cons of the Programme for International Student 
Assessment (PISA). 
Key demand of the question: 
One must analyse the utility of the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) in detail. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Initiated by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), an 
intergovernmental economic organization with 36 member countries, the Programme for 
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International Student Assessment (PISA) is a study done to produce comparable data on education 
policy and outcomes across countries. 
Body: 
Explain in brief about the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA). 
The test is set by educational experts from across the world. Until now, experts from more than 
eighty countries have contributed towards framing the test questions, mostly from countries that 
have already participated in the test. 
Unlike conventional tests and exams, the PISA test does not assess students on their memory, but 
attempts to evaluate whether students can apply the knowledge they have gained through primary 
and secondary education. 
Discuss the aim of the test. 
Provide for a brief evaluation of India’s performance. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction:  

The Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) was initiated by the Organization for 

Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), an intergovernmental economic organization with 

36 member countries, the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) is a study done to 

produce comparable data on education policy and outcomes across countries. 

Body: 

Background:  

 It is an international assessment that measures 15-year-old students’ reading, mathematics, 

and science literacy every three years. 

 First conducted in 2000, the major domain of study rotates between reading, mathematics, 

and science in each cycle. 

 PISA also includes measures of general or cross-curricular competencies, such as 

collaborative problem solving. 

 PISA is coordinated by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 

(OECD), an intergovernmental organization of industrialized countries, and is conducted in 

the United States by NCES. 

Uniqueness of PISA:  

 PISA is the only international education survey to measure the knowledge and skills of 15-

year-olds, an age at which students in most countries are nearing the end of their 

compulsory time in school. 

 PISA is also unique in the way it looks at: 

 Public policy issues. 

 Literacy. 

 Lifelong learning. 
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Utility of the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA):  

 The test is set by educational experts from across the world. Until now, experts from more 

than eighty countries have contributed towards framing the test questions, mostly from 

countries that have already participated in the test. 

 The test is set by educational experts from across the world. Until now, experts from more 

than eighty countries have contributed towards framing the test questions, mostly from 

countries that have already participated in the test. 

 Apart from subjects like math, reading comprehension and science; since 2015 the test also 

includes an optional section on innovative subjects such as collaborative problem-solving 

and financial literacy.  

 Further, it evaluates whether students can solve mathematical problems or explain 

phenomena through scientific thinking or interpretation of text. The test is taken in the 

language of instruction that the students are familiar with. 

 There is no hard and fast rule on who can apply to take the test and who cannot. Countries 

usually volunteer to take the test. In case, making all 15-year-olds in the country take the 

test is not feasible, regions are identified within the country where the test can be 

conducted 

 Within the region, individual schools are chosen which are approved by the PISA governing 

board and evaluated using stringent criteria. These schools represent the country’s 

education system. 

Aim of the test:  

 The aim of the test is not to rank the countries which volunteer to participate in the 

evaluation, but to give a comprehensive analysis of how education systems are working in 

terms of preparing its students for higher education and subsequent employment.  

 After collecting results from across the world, experts translate these results into data points 

which are evaluated to score the countries. 

 If a country scores well, it suggests that not only does it has an effective education system 

but an inclusive one, in which students from privileged and underprivileged backgrounds 

perform equally well.  

 Further, the test evaluates whether the education system in these countries teach students 

adequate social and community skills, which will enable the students to excel holistically as a 

member of the workforce.  

 OECD also hopes that the test will allow countries to learn from each other about effective 

education policies and improve their own systems, using others as examples. 

India’s participation in PISA: 

 India had taken part in Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) in 2009 and 

bagged the 72nd rank among 74 participating countries. 
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 Then UPA government had boycotted PISA, blaming “out of context” questions for India’s 

dismal performance. 

 Later, the HRD Ministry, under the NDA-II government, revisited this decision in 2016 and 

the Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) had set up a committee to review the matter and 

submitted its report in December 2016. 

 The report recommended for participation in test in 2018. However, India missed the 

application deadline for the 2018 cycle. 

Assessments like the PISA turn out to be difficult for most Indian students because:  

 The mentality that questions can be only from the textbook. 

 Very poor reading ability. 

 Process of answering questions – pattern-matching versus problem-solving. 

 When Indian students encounter PISA-type questions, many of them freeze at the first sign 

of the unfamiliar and decide that they have not ‘learnt this question type’ and cannot solve 

it. 

 Low understanding of processes or concepts and even comprehension skills. 

Way forward:  

 Each of the above represents an entrenched, yet solvable problem in the Indian education 

system. 

 Though there are no quick-fix solutions, there are key levers available to create change: 

 Changing the pattern of Board Exam questions – and teacher training starting with teachers 

from grade 5 or so are two strong levers in our control. 

Conclusion:  

Our education is immersed in rote learning and memorization. PISA requires experiential learning 

and out of the box thinking, so our educators and students need to work really hard to prove 

themselves now. 

Progress in human development cannot be sustained without addressing 

environmental degradation and climate change comment on the statement in the light 

of recently released 2019 Human Development Index (HDI) vis-à-vis India’s rank.(250 

Words) 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
Human Development Report 2019 has been released recently. The report is titled, “Beyond income, 
beyond averages, beyond today: Inequalities in human development in the 21st century”. India 
climbed one spot to 129 in the latest human development released by UNDP. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to trace the links between human development and the climate change scenario. 
Directive: 
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Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief narrate few key facts from the report. 
Body: 
Discuss the key findings and emphasize on the following key aspects – 
Inequality and the climate crisis are interwoven—from emissions and impacts to policies and 
resilience. Countries with higher human development generally emit more carbon per person and 
have higher ecological footprints overall. 
Climate change will hurt human development in many ways beyond crop failures and natural 
disasters. 
Climate change will hit the tropics harder first, and many developing countries are in the tropics. At 
the same time, developing countries and poor and vulnerable communities have fewer capacities to 
adapt to climate change and severe weather events than do their richer counterparts. 
The negative impacts of climate change extend to health and education. Between 2030 and 2050 
climate change is expected to cause some 250,000 additional deaths a year from malnutrition, 
malaria, diarrhea and heat stress. 
If disasters tend to hit disadvantaged people harder, climate change could make vicious cycles of low 
outcomes and low opportunities more persistent. 
Millions of Indians in low-lying coastal areas are exposed to a rise in sea levels. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the report underlines that poor people should be protected from the fallout of climate 
change. 
Introduction:  

India ranks 129 out of 189 countries on the 2019 Human Development Index (HDI) — up one 

slot from the 130th position last year — according to the Human Development Report (HDR) 

released by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 

As per the report, the overall trend globally is also towards continued human development 

improvements as several countries have moved up through the human development categories. But 

at the same time, the report this year has analyzed the rising inequality worldwide. It says just as the 

gap in basic living standards is narrowing for millions of people, the necessities to thrive have also 

evolved. 

Body: 

Human Development Index (HDI): 

 The Human Development Index (HDI) is a statistic composite index of life expectancy, 

education, and per capita income indicators, which are used to rank countries into four tiers 

of human development. 

 A country scores a higher HDI when the lifespan is higher, the education level is higher, and 

the gross national income GNI (PPP) per capita is higher. 

 It was developed by Pakistani economist Mahbub ul Haq and was further used to measure a 

country’s development by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)’s Human 

Development Report Office. 
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 The 2010 Human Development Report introduced an Inequality-adjusted Human 

Development Index (IHDI). While the simple HDI remains useful, it stated that “the IHDI is 

the actual level of human development (accounting for inequality)”, and “the HDI can be 

viewed as an index of ‘potential’ human development (or the maximum IHDI that could be 

achieved if there were no inequality)”. 

 The index does not take into account several factors, such as the net wealth per capita or 

the relative quality of goods in a country. This situation tends to lower the ranking for some 

of the most advanced countries, such as the G7 members and others. 

Highlights -Human Development Index 2019: 

 Norway, Switzerland, Ireland occupied the top three positions in that order. Germany is 

placed fourth along with Hong Kong, and Australia secured the fifth rank on the global 

ranking. 

 Among India’s neighbours, Sri Lanka (71) and China (85) are higher up the rank scale while 

Bhutan (134), Bangladesh (135), Myanmar (145), Nepal (147), Pakistan (152) and 

Afghanistan (170) were ranked lower on the list. 

 As per the report, South Asia was the fastest growing region in human development 

progress witnessing a 46% growth over 1990-2018, followed by East Asia and the Pacific at 

43%. 

 India’s HDI value increased by 50% (from 0.431 to 0.647), which places it above the average 

for other South Asian countries (0.642). 

 However, for inequality-adjusted HDI (IHDI), India’s position drops by one position to 130, 

losing nearly half the progress (.647 to .477) made in the past 30 years. The IHDI indicates 

percentage loss in HDI due to inequalities. 

 The report notes that group-based inequalities persist, especially affecting women and girls 

and no place in the world has gender equality. In the Gender Inequality Index (GII), India is at 

122 out of 162 countries. Neighbours China (39), Sri Lanka (86), Bhutan (99), Myanmar (106) 

were placed above India. 

 The report notes that the world is not on track to achieve gender equality by 2030 as per the 

UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. It forecasts that it may take 202 years to close the 

gender gap in economic opportunity — one of the three indicators of the GII. 

 The report presents a new index indicating how prejudices and social beliefs obstruct gender 

equality, which shows that only 14% of women and 10% of men worldwide have no gender 

bias. 

 The report notes that this indicates a backlash to women’s empowerment as these biases 

have shown a growth especially in areas where more power is involved, including in India. 

 The report also highlights that new forms of inequalities will manifest in future through 

climate change and technological transformation which have the potential to deepen 

existing social and economic fault lines. 

India’s position: 
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 India’s rank- 129. Last year’s rank- 130. 

 Despite lifting 271 million people out of poverty between 2005-15, India still remains home 

to 28% (364 million) of the world’s poor. 

 Between 1990 and 2018, India’s HDI value increased by 50 per cent (from 0.431 to 0.647), 

which places it above the average for countries in the medium human development group 

(0.634) and above the average for other South Asian countries (0.642). 

 This means that in the last three decades, life expectancy at birth in India increased by 11.6 

years, whereas the average number of schooling years increased by 3.5 years. Per capita 

incomes increased 250 times. 

 India is only marginally better than the South Asian average on the Gender Development 

Index (0.829 vs 0.828), and ranks at a low 122 (of 162) countries on the 2018 Gender 

Inequality Index. 

Links between human development and the climate change:   

 Around the world, people are experiencing both the subtle and stark effects of climate 

change. Gradually shifting weather patterns, rising sea levels and more extreme weather 

events are all clear and devastating evidence of a rapidly changing climate. 

 The impacts of climate change affect every country on every continent. They’re creating 

unprecedented challenges for millions of people already burdened by poverty and 

oppression. 

 The increased frequency and intensity of extreme weather events like hurricanes, wildfires 

and droughts threaten the world's food supply, drive people from their homes, separate 

families and jeopardize livelihoods. And all of these effects increase the risk of conflict, 

hunger and poverty. 

 Visible evidence and climbing numbers demonstrate that climate change is not a distant or 

imaginary threat, but rather a growing and undeniable reality. 

 The situation is dire. Climate change has become a climate crisis. 

 Inequality and the climate crisis are interwoven—from emissions and impacts to policies and 

resilience. Countries with higher human development generally emit more carbon per 

person and have higher ecological footprints overall. 

 Climate change will hurt human development in many ways beyond crop failures and natural 

disasters. 

 Climate change will hit the tropics harder first, and many developing countries are in the 

tropics. At the same time, developing countries and poor and vulnerable communities have 

fewer capacities to adapt to climate change and severe weather events than do their richer 

counterparts. 

 The negative impacts of climate change extend to health and education. Between 2030 and 

2050 climate change is expected to cause some 250,000 additional deaths a year from 

malnutrition, malaria, diarrhea and heat stress. 
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 If disasters tend to hit disadvantaged people harder, climate change could make vicious 

cycles of low outcomes and low opportunities more persistent. 

 Millions of Indians in low-lying coastal areas are exposed to a rise in sea levels. 

Criticism of the HDI report:  

 Alleged lack of consideration of technological development or contributions to the human 

civilization, 

 Focusing exclusively on national performance and ranking, 

 Lack of attention to development from a global perspective, 

 Measurement error of the underlying statistics, and on the UNDP’s changes in formula 

which can lead to severe misclassification in the categorization of “low”, “medium”, “high” 

or “very high” human development countries. 

Conclusion:  

Climate change increases the risk of conflict. It degrades land and leads to competition over 

precious natural resources. Over time, conflict can displace entire communities and lead to life-

threatening hunger. But we can prevent it, if we proactively focus on these environmental risks and 

bring communities together to find solutions. 

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens 

charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures. 

In the backdrop of recent Hyderabad encounter killing, present your arguments against 

the calls for immediate justice and discuss as to why they fail to address the larger 

problems of violence against women in the country. (250 Words) 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The question is in the backdrop of the case of Brutal rape and murder of a 26-year-old veterinarian in 
Hyderabad and the subsequent death of the four accused in an encounter. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to closely examine the nature of extra judicial action taken by the police and validate and 
examine its constitutionality. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In short narrate the heinous incident that occurred in the State of Telangana. 
Body: 
Explain that the rape and murder of a veterinarian in Hyderabad had led to an outcry for speedy 
justice for the victim, with some demanding instantaneous retribution. 
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Members of the public were justifiably anguished that a gruesome crime such as this was even 
possible in the heart of a vibrant metropolis. It brought back memories of a similar and gruesome 
sexual assault on a young woman in Delhi in December 2012. 
Discuss the dangers of retributive justice. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with need for a competent criminal justice system. 
Introduction: 

Recently the country was rudely awakened to the news of the deaths, in an encounter early in the 

morning, of the four accused in the rape and murder of the young veterinarian in Hyderabad. 

Body: 

Reporting of Violence against Women: 

 According to WHO estimates less than 40 percent of the women who experience violence 

seek help of any sort. 

 Among women who seek help, tend to approach family and friends and very few looks to 

formal institutions and mechanisms, such as police and health services. 

 Less than 10 percent of those women seeking help for experience of violence sought help by 

appealing to the police. 

 The “latest” NCRB data for 2017 which indicates that in 86% of rape cases police file charge 

sheets but trial courts are able to dispose of only 13% of pending rape cases with a low 

conviction rate of only 32%. In child rape cases, the conviction rate is 34.2% and pendency is 

82.1%. 

 According to the data, Uttar Pradesh reported the highest number of crimes against women 

whereas Madhya Pradesh registered the highest number of rape cases in the country. 

 Gender Disparity is one of the deep rooted cause of violence against women that put 

women at risk of several forms of violence. 

 Violence in any form affects not only physical, mental sexual and reproductive health of 

women but also adversely affects their self-esteem, ability to work and make decisions 

about fertility. 

 Violence obstructs participation of women in development and planning programs both at 

micro and macro level. 

 An insensitive, inefficient, corrupt and unaccountable judicial system and law enforcement 

machinery fails to deter against various forms of crimes. 

Hue and cry about more stringent laws, death penalty for rapists: 

 While protests are being held to demand death for Hyderabad rapists, a girl was raped, shot 

dead and burnt in Bihar; another was raped and strangulated to death in Karnataka and yet 

another was raped and killed in Rajasthan. 

 All this happened while the voices demanding death for rapists raised by protesters and 

lawmakers were going viral on social media and being published in newspapers. 
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 The perpetrators were in the reach of the voices demanding death for rapists. But this did 

not deter them from pouncing upon the unsuspecting victims. 

 With people taking to streets demanding death for rapists, some Members of Parliament too 

were seen fanning the same sentiment. 

 Public responses that equate judicial outcomes and “justice” to immediate and quick 

retribution are not universal, nor just. 

 When men accused of causing grievous hurt and loss of life to women through acid attacks 

are simply killed in police encounters, we may hear popular applause and appreciation of 

the heroism of the police; or we may, as we do now, be mere spectators to the showering of 

rose petals on police personnel involved in the encounter. 

Dangers of retributive justice: 

 However, there is a dangerous tendency to slip from retributive justice to an emphasis on 

revenge. Vengeance is a matter of retaliation, of getting even with those who have hurt us 

 It can also serve to teach wrongdoers how it feels to be treated in certain ways. Like 

retribution, revenge is a response to wrongs committed against innocent victims and reflects 

the proportionality of the scales of justice. 

 But revenge focuses on the personal hurt involved and typically involves anger, hatred, 

bitterness, and resentment. Such emotions are potentially quite destructive. Because these 

intense feelings often lead people to over-react, resulting punishments can be excessive and 

cause further antagonism. 

 In addition, punishments dictated by revenge do not satisfy principles of proportionality or 

consistency. This is because revenge leads to punishments that vary according to the degree 

of anger provoked. Wrongs that do not provoke anger will receive no response. Acts that 

provoke a great deal of anger will, on the other hand, provoke an overly intense response 

and lead to reciprocal acts of violence. 

 It is not surprising that revenge seldom brings the relief that victims seek. The victim simply 

gets caught up in feelings of hatred. Vengeful motives lead individuals to exact more than 

necessary, causing even further harm and setting in motion a downward spiral of violence 

 Once there is this sort of violence break over, it is difficult to break out of the cycle of 

revenge and escalation. Overly harsh punishments do not make society any more secure and 

only serve to increase the level of harm done. 

 Many believe that “the victim should not seek revenge and become a new victimizer but 

instead should forgive the offender and end the cycle of offense.” However, forgiveness 

does not take the place of justice or punishment, nor does it rule out giving the wrongdoer 

their just deserts. 

Violation of article 21: 

 The Supreme Court of India, by resurrecting Justice H.R. Khanna’s dissent in Puttaswamy in 

2017, has prescribed the interpretation of Article 21: 

 It is non-negotiable and is not suspended even during conditions of Emergency. 
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 We are not living under declaration of Emergency so the duty of care is more onerous on the 

police 

 Any argument on the actions being carried out in ‘purported discharge of official duties’ 

especially involving the death of unarmed persons in custody cannot stand the narrowest 

test of Article 21. 

Arguments against encounter killing: 

 There is no law in force in India that authorizes the police to kill 

 The plea of self-defense cannot be used to rationalize a targeted, pre-meditated killing of 

suspects in custody. 

 This plea is bound to the apprehension of death at the hands of the suspects at the time that 

the suspects are shot 

 There is nothing to suggest that the four suspects posed a threat to the lives of the police 

personnel since they were admittedly in custody and, therefore, presumably unarmed. 

 The police have confessions of the suspects while in custody, the evidentiary value of which 

must be evaluated by the court; but we have on the other hand an open declaration by the 

police of shooting and causing death. 

 As was argued in the Encounters case before the Andhra Pradesh High Court, the discussion 

on the law ‘was never whether there should be indictment and trial when homicide is 

committed in self-defense’. 

 The debate was on ‘whether a plea of self-defense where excessive force is used, should be 

tried for manslaughter or murder’. 

 We have deliberated on this at length in the High Court of Andhra Pradesh and the full 

bench decision on encounters can scarcely be forgotten especially because these are 

unarmed commoners in custody. 

Society must be to Change to not to happen these incidents again: 

 Due to the patriarchal mindsets, for every rape reported, there are so many which go 

unrecorded. 

 Men are more likely to perpetrate violence if they have low education, a history of child 

maltreatment, exposure to domestic violence against their mothers, harmful use of alcohol, 

unequal gender norms including attitudes accepting of violence, and a sense of entitlement 

over women. 

 National Family Health Survey-4 revealed that every third married woman had experienced 

physical and/or sexual violence, but only 1.5% had sought help from the police. 

 Proper quality education with high morals should become the responsibility of the 

Government. Education from childhood should involve gender sensitization. 

 Changes in school and college syllabi to educate young people on the social values of 

equality and respect for women’s autonomy is needed. 

Conclusion: 
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The pathways of justice are not linear nor without obstacles. But we have, as a people, chosen the 

route of democracy and the Constitution, so we really have no option but to school ourselves in 

constitutional morality. For as Dr. B.R. Ambedkar cautioned in anticipation, constitutional morality 

must replace public morality. It is not easy, because it is not a natural sentiment. But it is non-

negotiable. 

While there is reason to be concerned about delays in rape trials, a Hyderabad like 

solution is out of the question. Critically examine. (250 Words). 
The Hindu 
  
Why this question: 
The article captures how the Indian criminal justice system increasingly reflects the idea of “power” 
rather than “justice”. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must highlight the need for better justice delivery in the country and suggest solutions for the 
same. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
First explain the case. 
Body: 
Explain that the deaths, in an encounter last Friday, of the four accused in the rape and murder of a 
young veterinarian in Hyderabad (it happened on Wednesday) has revived the debate on the “right 
to kill”, or “extra-judicial killings” or “fake encounters”, which is the ugly reality of our country. 
Earlier, these encounters used to be criticized by the public and media. But in the new and 
“resurgent” India, we have started celebrating this instant and brutal form of justice. 
Explain what actually needs to be done and in what way the changing direction of people’s mindset 
can be altered onto the right path. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with suitable solutions. 
 

Introduction:      

The deaths, in an encounter last Friday, of the four accused in the rape and murder of a young 

veterinarian in Hyderabad has revived the debate on the “right to kill”, or “extra-judicial killings” or 

“fake encounters”, which is the ugly reality of our country. There are instances where the police, of 

late, have become the judge and the media, especially electronic, has started behaving like a court. 

This has cast an aspersion on the Criminal Justice system in India. 

Body: 

Status of Criminal justice system in India: 
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 The Criminal Justice System (CJS) includes the institutions/agencies and processes 

established by a government to control crime in the country. This includes components like 

police and courts. 

 The aim of the Criminal Justice System (CJS) is to protect the rights and personal liberty of 

individuals and the society against its invasion by others. 

 The Criminal law in India is contained in a number of sources – The Indian Penal Code of 

1860, the Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955, Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 and the 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989. 

 CJS can impose penalties on those who violate the established laws. 

 The criminal law and criminal procedure are in the concurrent list of the seventh schedule of 

the constitution. 

Need for reforms: 

 India has one of the world’s largest number of undertrial prisoners. According to NCRB -

Prison Statistics India (2015), 67.2% of our total prison population comprises of under trial 

prisoners. 

 In the new and “resurgent” India, we have started celebrating this instant and brutal form of 

justice. Blood lust has become the norm in preference to due process and constitutional 

norms. 

 For example, there were many in Hyderabad who were seen showering flower petals on the 

police officers involved in Friday’s encounter. Even the father of the Unnao rape victim has 

demanded “Hyderabad-like justice”. 

 The UN Human Rights Committee, in many reports, has said that “encounters are murders”. 

Encounter killings are probably the greatest violation of the most precious of all 

fundamental rights — the right to live with human dignity. 

 Many a time these killings are fake and are so orchestrated that it is difficult to conclusively 

prove them wrong. 

 These killings always take place with the prior consent of the highest authority, be it either 

administrative or ministerial. 

 Encounters have indeed become the common phenomenon of our criminal justice system 

and there are police officers who covet the title “encounter specialists 

 According to Economic Survey 2018-19, there are about 3.5 crore cases pending in the 

judicial system, especially in district and subordinate courts, which leads to actualisation of 

the maxim “Justice delayed is justice denied.” 

Reforms needed: 

 Criminal law is considered to be the most apparent expression of the relationship between a 

state and its citizens. Therefore, any revision to the existing system needs to be done while 

keeping several principles in mind, which are described below: 
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 The reason for victimization ought to be given a major thrust in reforming laws to identify 

the rights of crime victims. 

 g.: Launch of victim and witness protection schemes, use of victim impact statements, 

increased victim participation in criminal trials, enhanced access of victims to compensation 

and restitution. 

 The construction of new offences and reworking of the existing classification of offences 

must be guided by the principles of criminal jurisprudence which have substantially altered 

in the past four decades. 

 Criminal liability could be graded better to assign the degree of punishments. New types of 

punishments like community service orders, restitution orders, and other aspects of 

restorative and reformative justice could also be brought in its fold. 

 The classification of offences must be done in a manner conducive to management of crimes 

in the future. 

 Many chapters of the IPC are overloaded at several places. The chapters on offences against 

public servants, contempt of authority, public tranquillity, and trespass can be redefined and 

narrowed. 

 Guiding principles need to be developed after sufficient debate before criminalising an act as 

a crime. 

 Unprincipled criminalisation not only leads to the creation of new offences on unscientific 

grounds, but also arbitrariness in the criminal justice system. 

 The discretion of judges in deciding the quantum and nature of sentence differently for 

crimes of the same nature should be based on principles of judicial precedence. 

Way forward for rape cases: 

 The right thing to do in rape cases is to appoint senior judges in fast track courts. 

 No adjournments should be permitted, and rape courts should be put under the direct 

control of High Courts. 

 The district judge should not have any power to interfere, and the trial must be completed 

within three months 

 The state needs to avoid unprincipled criminalisation and rather focus on developing a 

guiding principle for re-classification of offences. 

 This is because unprincipled criminalisation often leads to not only the creation of new 

offences on unscientific grounds, but also arbitrariness in the criminal justice system. 

 The Supreme Court has repeatedly admonished trigger-happy police personnel who 

liquidate criminals and project the incident as an encounter. 

Conclusion: 

It is not a bad idea to revisit old committee reports with a view to considering their possible 

implementation. However, such an exercise must be pursued with care and caution. Therefore, the 
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proposed amendments must be done in a principled way based on identification of old laws which 

needs to be removed. 

The Citizens’ Charter is an ideal tool of administrative transparency and accountability, 

yet it has its own limitations. Classify the limitations and suggest measures for greater 

effectiveness of the Citizens’ Charter. (250 Words). 
Governance in India by Lakshmikant 
  
Why this question: 
The question is from the static portions of the GS paper II. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must explain the significance of Citizens’ Charter in ensuring the administrative transparency 
and accountability and also comment upon the limitations that come along with it. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief define what you understand by Citizen’s charter. 
Body: 
Explain first what is the objective of our citizen charter? 
Why is a Citizen Charter important? 
Citizens’ Charter is a voluntary declaration by a Government agency about its mandate, what to 
expect by way of services and how to seek a remedy if something goes wrong. In doing so, it aims to 
realize the principles of transparency, accountability and responsiveness of good governance. 
Explain that however, its effectiveness has been limited due to reasons mentioned below- 
Devoid of Participatory Approach in consulting stakeholders,  Absence of critical information and 
Lack of Public Awareness etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting measures to make citizen’s charter effective. 
 

Introduction:      

A Citizens’ Charter represents the commitment of the Organisation towards standard, quality and 

time frame of service delivery, grievance redress mechanism, transparency and accountability. The 

concept of Citizens Charter enshrines the trust between the service provider and its users. 

 Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances in Government of India (DARPG) 

initiated the task of coordinating, formulating and operationalising Citizen’s Charters. 

Body: 

The basic objective of the Citizens Charter is to empower the citizen in relation to public service 

delivery. 

Importance of Citizen’s charter in the Governance of developing nation like India: 

 To make administration accountable and citizen friendly. 

 To ensure transparency. 

 To take measures to improve customer service. 

 To adopt a stakeholder approach. 
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 To save time of both Administration and the citizen 

Problems faced in implementation of Citizen’s charter: 

 One size fits all: Tendency to have a uniform CC for all offices under the parent organization. 

CC have still not been adopted by all Ministries/Departments. This overlooks local issues. 

 Silo operations: Devoid of participative mechanisms in a majority of cases, not formulated 

through a consultative process with cutting edge staff who will finally implement it. 

 Non-Dynamic: Charters are rarely updated making it a one-time exercise, frozen in time. 

 Poor design and content: lack of meaningful and succinct CC, absence of critical information 

that end-users need to hold agencies accountable. 

 Lack of public awareness: only a small percentage of end-users are aware of the 

commitments made in the CC since effective efforts of communicating and educating the 

public about the standards of delivery promise have not been undertaken. 

 Stakeholders not consulted: End-users, Civil society organizations and NGOs are not 

consulted when CCs are drafted. Since a CC’s primary purpose is to make public service 

delivery more citizen-centric, consultation with stakeholders is a must. 

 Measurable standards of delivery are rarely defined: making it difficult to assess whether 

the desired level of service has been achieved or not. 

 Poor adherence: Little interest shown by the organizations in adhering to their CC. since 

there is no citizen friendly mechanism to compensate the citizen if the organization defaults. 

Way forward: 

 Wide consultation process: CC be formulated after extensive consultations within the 

organization followed by a meaningful dialogue with civil society. 

 Participatory process: Include Civil Society in the process: to assist in improvement in the 

contents of the Charter, its adherence as well as educating the citizens about the importance 

of this vital mechanism. 

 Firm commitments to be made: CC must be precise and make firm commitments of service 

delivery standards to the citizens/consumers in quantifiable terms wherever possible. 

 Redressal mechanism in case of default: clearly lay down the relief which the organization is 

bound to provide if it has defaulted on the promised standards of delivery. 

 One size does not fit all: formulation of CC should be a decentralized activity with the head 

office providing only broad guidelines. 

 Periodic updation of CC: preferably through an external agency. 

 Fix responsibility: Hold officers accountable for results: fix specific responsibility in cases 

where there is a default in adhering to the CC. 

Conclusion: 
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Citizen’s Charter is playing a prominent part in ensuring “minimum government & maximum 

governance”, changing the nature of charters from non-justiciable to justiciable & adopting penalty 

measures that will make it more efficient & citizen friendly. 

A wrangle between Executive and Judiciary over judicial appointments hampers entry 

to justice. Discuss the issues involved in the appointment procedure and suggest what 

needs to be done. (250 Words). 
The Hindu 
  
The question is based on the Important aspects of governance and tends to evaluate the wrangle 
between Executive and Judiciary over judicial appointments. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must discuss the ongoing wrangle between Executive and Judiciary over judicial appointments 
and in what way it hampers justice delivery. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In a judicial order, the Supreme Court has said that two hundred and thirteen names recommended 
for appointment to various High Courts are pending with the government/Supreme Court Collegium. 
Body: 
Start by explaining the order – The order states that at least the names on which the Supreme Court 
Collegium, the High Courts and the governments had agreed upon should be appointed within six 
months. 
It emphasized that the appointments required a continuous, collaborative and integrated process, 
where the government is an important consultee. 
The order is significant, coming at a time when inordinate delays in the appointment of High Court 
judges and depleting numbers in the higher judiciary threaten to affect the justice delivery 
mechanism. 
Explain how the system works. Discuss why there is delay in the system. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Vacancies in the higher judiciary threaten every aspect of the justice delivery system, 
the government may disrupt the process through delays, but it is for the court to take an increasingly 
firm hand to ensure that the collegium system that it fought so hard to protect, despite flaws, 
actually functions effectively. 
 

Introduction:      

The list of alarming numbers and figures relating to the depleting numbers in India’s higher judiciary 

has a new addition. The Supreme Court of India recently said that 213 names recommended for 

appointment to various High Courts are pending with the government. Data show that 38% of all 

sanctioned posts for High Court judges are lying vacant as of December 1. High Courts of some states 

including Andhra Pradesh and Rajasthan are functioning at below half their actual capacity. 

Body: 

Process of appointment of judges: 
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 In the Third Judges Case (1998) (by a follow-up President’s Reference to the Court), the 

Supreme Court expanded the Collegium formed in the first (1981) and second (1993) judges 

cases to include the CJI and the next four (up from two) senior-most judges. 

 Once the collegium clears the names, the Law Ministry has to put up the recommendation to 

the Prime Minister in 3 weeks who will, in turn, advise the President. Thereafter no time 

limit is prescribed and the process comes to a standstill. 

 If the collegium reiterates the names, the court said that the government has no option but 

to appoint the judges. 

 With the 99th constitutional amendment act and NJAC Bill 2014, National judicial 

appointment commission was established by the union government to bring transparency 

and accountability in appointment of judges. 

 In the Fourth Judges Case (2015), Supreme Court set aside the 99th constitutional 

amendment creating the National Judicial Appointments Commission. The Supreme Court 

ruled that the amendment was a threat to judicial independence, an integral part of Basic 

Structure Doctrine. A majority of judges took pains to point out how much 

the independence of the judiciary was guaranteed by the collegium system of 

appointments. 

The controversies often associated with the collegium system are 

 Credibility of the SC: 

o Controversial collegium system of judicial appointments undermines the 

independence of judges and raises doubts about the credibility of the highest court. 

o There is a failure to make an assessment of the personality of the contemnor at the 

time of recommending his name for elevation. 

o Example: The controversy over the proposed elevation of Justice P.D. Dinakaran of 

the Karnataka High Court to the Supreme Court by the collegium of the Chief Justice 

and four senior-most judges of the Supreme Court was criticised for overlooking 

apparently suitable judges by the collegiums 

o The judiciary off late has been caught in many such situations of credibility crisis off 

late. 

 The executive has little or no role in the appointment of judges as a result. 

 Supreme court is overburdened: 

o The Supreme Court did not realise the burden it was imposing on the collegium of 

selecting judges for the Supreme Court and High Courts and transferring them from 

one High Court to another. 

o An administrative task of this magnitude must necessarily detract the judges of the 

collegium from their principal judicial work of hearing and deciding cases. 

 Lacking this infrastructural backup, the collegium resorts to ad hoc informal consultations 

with other judges in the Supreme Court who are expected to know the merits of a proposed 

appointee from a High Court or occasionally by sounding a member of the Bar. 
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o These methods are poor substitutes for a full time intensive collection of data about 

an incumbent, his work, standing, merit, integrity and potential which requires to be 

made considerably in advance for filing in the vacancy. 

o This system overlooks several talented junior judges and advocates. 

 Besides, the collegium’s deliberations are secret, the system is opaque and the choice of a 

judge is only known when his name is forwarded to the Government for formal 

appointment. 

 The collegium has necessarily limited its field of choice to the senior-most judges from the 

High Court for the appointments to the Supreme Court, overlooking the several talented 

junior judges in the High Courts or members of the bar. 

 Skewed representation of socio economic backward classes like women, scheduled castes 

and tribes in the Supreme Court. 

The collegium system needs reforms: 

 The need of the hour is to revisit the existing system through a transparent and 

participatory procedure, preferably by an independent broad-based constitutional body 

guaranteeing judicial primacy but not judicial exclusivity. 

 The new system should ensure independence, reflect diversity, demonstrate professional 

competence and integrity. 

 The system needs to establish a body which is independent and objective in the selection 

process. In several countries of the Commonwealth, National Judicial Appointment 

Commissions have been established to select judges. Such judicial commissions have 

worked with success in the U.K., South Africa and Canada. 

 Setting up a constitutional body accommodating the federal concept of diversity and 

independence of judiciary for appointment of judges to the higher judiciary can also be 

thought of as an alternate measure. 

 There should be a fixed time limit for approval of recommendations. 

 As of now, instead of selecting the number of judges required against a certain number of 

vacancies, the collegium must provide a panel of possible names to the President for 

appointment in order of preference and other valid criteria. 

 New memorandum of procedure: 

o After the Second and Third Judges Cases, a Memorandum of Procedure had been 

formulated to govern how the process of how the Collegium would make 

recommendations to the Executive. 

o The government therefore suggested that a new MOP be drafted and finalised for 

appointment of SC judges and the Executive to get a veto over candidates for 

national security reasons in this new MOP. 

Conclusion: 
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Faced with intense public scrutiny and government pressure, the judiciary’s institutional weaknesses 

are being laid bare. These are not simply the moral failings of one individual or the consequences of 

the misjudgement of a few. It is another illustration of the institution’s inability to accept its internal 

infirmities. 

E-governance is not only about use of the clout of new technology, but also much about 

grave importance of the ‘use value’ of information. Explain. (250 Words). 
Governance in India by Lakshmikant 
  
Why this question: 
The question aims to evaluate the relevance of ‘use-value’ of the information and technology to the 
e-governance aspects of the government. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must discuss the concept of e-governance and present the case of use of technology along with 
significance of utility of the information. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Define E-governance; it is application of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) at all the 
level of the Government in order to provide services to the citizens, interaction with business 
enterprises and communication and exchange of information between different agencies of the 
Government in a speedy, convenient efficient and transparent manner. 
Body: 
Explain that although e-governance is about utilization of the power of new technology like satellite 
technology, GPS, computer, internet, mobile, biometrics etc. in an efficient manner, it is also very 
much about how the information collected is utilized to better cater to the needs of the citizens. 
The information collected should help in ‘clarity’ in the objective setting, not only in ICT terms 
(computers, networks etc.) but also the process outcomes and the measurements post 
implementation. 
Information should be used for data mining and for supporting the management decisions and not 
merely for word processing. 
By knowing the value of information and its foundation, information can be improved and can 
provide better support in decision making and better assessment can be made. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that thus the focus of e- governance should not only be limited to efficiently utilizing new 
technologies but it should also be oriented toward ensuring good governance using the information 
gathered. 
 

Introduction:      

e-Governance which also known as electronic governance is basically the application of Information 

and Communications Technology to the processes of Government functioning in order to bring 

about ‘Simple, Moral, Accountable, Responsive and Transparent’ governance. 

e-Governance involve the use of ICTs by government organisations for exchange of information with 

citizens, businesses or other government departments, faster and more efficient delivery of public 
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services, improving internal efficiency, reducing costs / increasing revenue, re-structuring of 

administrative processes and improving quality of services. 

Body: 

E-governance is about utilization of power of new technology: 

 Initiatives by government like National optical fibre network, Digital India, Aadhar card, 

DISHA etc. focus much on the technological aspect and digitization and less on governance. 

Participative and decentralised decision making is missing as the programmes initiated by 

government mostly follow top down approach. 

 E-RTI focused upon e-filing of RTI’s making it a quick and efficient process. But there has less 

focus on redressal of public grievances. 

 The networks like E-SWAN in states have been commended for connecting all government 

departments to websites. But websites are not uploaded regularly and this defeats the 

purpose of transparency, openness and accountability in governance. 

 Similarly, national judicial data grid has not reduced pendency of cases. 

 Due to low digital literacy the real benefits of the initiatives do not reach the common man. 

 Lack of matured technicians: 

 There is lack of matured technicians in the country who can advise the government on 

technical grounds. A good technician will not only help the government to reduce the cost of 

installation, but will also be able to handle the technical problems easily. 

 Lack of qualified administrators: 

 There is a lack of qualified administrators in the country, who are not very techno-friendly. 

E-governance is much about the critical importance of the use value of information: 

 Increased effectiveness and efficiency: Improved government services in terms of 

accomplishing the government purpose and functioning 

 Better services: E-government can provide quick and timely services to stakeholders 

 Transparency by dissemination and publication of information on the web: This provides 

easy access to information and subsequently makes the system publicly accountable. Also as 

the web enables the free flow of information, it can be easily accessed by all without any 

discrimination. 

 Accessible anytime and anywhere: As e-government services are provided through web-

enabled technology they can be accessed anytime and anywhere 

 User-centred ICT enabled services: The services are primarily intended for the use of 

citizens, businesses, and the government itself 

 Reduced cost and time: As the services are provided through internet they are effective in 

terms of time and cost 

 Economic Development: The deployment of ICTs reduces the transaction costs, which 

makes services cheaper. For example, rural areas suffer on account of lack of information 
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regarding markets, products, agriculture, health, education, weather, etc. and if all this could 

be accessed online would lead to better and more opportunities and thereby prosperity in 

these areas. 

 Social Development: The access to information empowers the citizens. The informed 

citizenry can participate and voice their concerns, which can be accommodated in the 

programme/ project formulation, implementation, monitoring and service delivery. Web-

enabled participation will counter the discriminatory factors affecting our societal 

behaviour. 

 Reduced bureaucracy: E-government minimizes hierarchy of authority for availing any 

government services 

 Automation of Administrative Processes: A truly e-governed system would require minimal 

human intervention and would rather be system driven. 

 Enhanced communication and coordination between government organizations: An 

automated services can be accessed by different organizations coordination and further 

communication became relative 

 Paper Work Reduction: An immediate impact of automation would be on the paperwork. 

Paperwork is reduced to a greater extent with communication being enabled via electronic 

route and storage and retrieval of information in the electronic form. All this has led to the 

emergence of less paper office’. 

 Quality of Services: ICT helps governments to deliver services to citizens with greater 

accountability responsiveness and sensitivity. Quality of services improves, as now the 

people are able to, get services efficiently and instantaneously. 

 Elimination of Hierarchy: ICT has reduced procedural delays caused by hierarchical 

processes in the organisation. Through Intranet and LAN, it has become possible to send 

information and data across various levels in the organisation at the same time. 

 Change in Administrative Culture: Bureaucratic structures have been plagued by 

characteristics aptly described by Victor Thompson as ‘bureau-pathology’. From the day s of 

New Public Administration, efforts have been made to find ways to deal with the 

pathological or dysfunctional aspects of art. 

 Strategic Information System: Changing organisational environment and increasing 

competitiveness have put pressures on the performance of the functionaries. Information 

regarding all aspects needs to be made available to the management at every point to make 

routine as well as strategic decisions. 

Some of the e-Governance models implemented in India: Customs and Excise (Government of 

India); Indian Railways; Postal Department; Passport/Visa; Bhoomi – Automation of Land Records 

(State Government of Karnataka); Gyandoot: Intranet in Tribal District of Dhar (State Government 

of Madhya Pradesh); e-Mitra – Integrated Citizen Services Center/ e-Kiosks (State Government of 

Rajasthan) etc. 

Way forward: 
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 In the absence of judicial reforms, periodic updation of citizen charter, administrative 

reforms in terms of business process restructuring (2nd ARC), the E-governance will merely 

remain “E” without governance. 

 Government should adopt various other effective projects and initiatives to eradicate ICT 

 illiteracy and emphasize on the need of digitalization. 

 An initiation towards setting up of number of computer centers and kiosks is needed and 

also 

 training to people by setting up IT training centers in various parts of cities and villages is 

 This will help in building an information based society. 

 The government should launch various awareness programs, which will help people to know 

 the benefits of E-governance and will motivate them to accept the change. 

 Government should encourage technology rich countries and companies to invest in the 

Indian 

 Infrastructure is a crucial part of any country’s development. So, the government should 

work 

 on improving ICT infrastructure by providing Electricity and good Internet connection. 

 Strategic framework for implementation of E-governance is needed. 

 It is important for the government to create a trust factor among the citizens by being 

consistent in taking feedback and undertaking corrective actions for the deviations. 

 Another important suggestion for the government is to hire highly professional technicians 

 who can easily curb any technical issue and keep the system updated. 

 A support from the other political parties is also required to infuse E-governance in the 

system. 

The Right to Information Act’s role in fostering a more informed citizenry and an 

accountable government has never been in doubt ever since its implementation in 

2005. Critically discuss. (250 words) 
The Hindu 
Indian Express 
Why this question: 
RTI has been a revolutionary legislation and has significantly increased the transparency and 
accountability in government functioning. There have been persistent and growing misgivings of the 
RTI Act. A change in the Act that seeks locus standi as a criterion could dramatically increase the 
rejection rate of RTI which is around 4.7% now. Limiting RTI responses based on locus standi of the 
applicants could create a chilling effect. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question wants us to express our knowledge and understanding about the RTI act. The recent 
proposed changes in the RTI act and how it could lead to subversion of the objectives of right to 
information. 
Directive: 
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Critically discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going 
through the details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons 
for both for and against arguments. When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, all you need 
to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair judgement. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Write a few introductory lines about the RTI act- its aims and significance. 
Body: 
Discuss the present problems with the act and the need to rectify the same 
seeking locus standi in order to respond to public requests could result in a chilling effect as public 
authorities (PAs) could choose to deny information to general citizens on subjective grounds. 
Besides, information commissioners and public officials have the authority to reject requests based 
on criteria that enable exemption from information disclosure 
the persisting problem of vacancies in the CIC and State commissions — the CIC has four vacancies 
and 33,000 pending cases. 
Provide the various measures needed to strengthen the “Master key to Good Governance”. 
Conclusion: 
Based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
Introduction: 

Recently Chief Justice of India said the unbridled use of the Right to Information (RTI) Act had 

created a sense of “paralysis and fear” in the government. CJI said time had come to lay down 

guidelines on the use of the RTI. Guidelines should be put in place to check the locus of the RTI 

applicant and put a “filter” on the kind of requests made under the 2005 Act. 

Body: 

The Right to Information (RTI) Act: 

The Right to Information (RTI) Act, operationalized in October 2005, was seen as a powerful tool for 

citizen empowerment. Democracy requires an informed citizenry and transparency of information 

which are vital to its functioning and also to contain corruption and to hold governments and their 

instrumentalities accountable to the governed.  It showed an early promise by exposing 

wrongdoings at high places and bringing to limelight various scams. The act now faces multiple 

challenges. 

 Importance of RTI Act: 

 Right to information opens up government’s records to public scrutiny, thereby arming 

citizens with a vital tool to inform them about what the government does and how 

effectively, thus making the government more accountable. 

 The RTI Act, 2005 did not create a new bureaucracy for implementing the law. Instead, it 

tasked and mandated officials in every office to change their attitude and duty from one of 

secrecy to one of sharing and openness. 

 It carefully and deliberately empowered the Information Commission to be the highest 

authority in the country with the mandate to order any office in the country to provide 

information as per the provisions of the Act. And it empowered the Commission to fine any 

official who did not follow the mandate. 

RTI and its effectiveness: 
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 Fight corruption: Its ability to fight corruption has significantly increased its hold in India. 

 Ensure Transparency: The enactment of this act ensured transparency in the bureaucratic 

systems. 

 Fight for Rights: It has increased its position as a major in charge for the fight of rights of the 

people. It aims to bring an end to the culture of governmental secrecy 

 The right to information laws, alongside expanding the citizen’s rights, should be 

systematically employed to transform governance. 

 These laws could be a powerful magnet for mobilizing the people and enthusing them to use 

these laws to enhance and expand their choices for their own betterment. 

 RTI laws directly contribute to improvement in governance by breaking down the barriers 

between the government and the people by enhancing trust. 

 RTI is the most powerful assault on developing countries endemic corruption. 

RTI applications increase by 11%, says CIC report: 

 Steep increase in the number of applications under Right to Information (RTI) has been 

registered during reporting year 2018-19. 

 As per the annual report of the Central Information Commission (CIC) in the Parliament, 

Ministry of Tribal Affairs and Ministry of Home Affairs rejected the maximum number of RTI 

queries. 

 As per the annual report tabled in Parliament by the ministry during the reporting year 

2018-19, 13.70 lakh RTI applications were received by the registered Central Public 

Authorities (PAs). 

 This is higher by 1, 36,922 or 11 per cent than what was reported during 2017-18. 

 The highest percentage of RTI applications were rejected by Ministry of Tribal Affairs (26.54 

per cent) and Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) (16.41 per cent). 

 At the end of the year the commission had 29,655 cases pending before it. 

Problems with the act: 

 Structural Constraints: The lack of staff has resulted in lakhs of RTI’s pending. Currently, only 

seven ICs are working of which, along with the Chief Information Commissioner, fours ICs 

are to retire by the end of this year — reducing the strength of CIC to just three, against the 

mandated strength of 11. 

 Act gave relaxation to political parties, judiciary, even according to OFFICIAL SECRET ACT 

officers refuse to provide the information demanded. 

 Recent Proposal for amendment: It gives the power to decide the tenure and salary of the 

ICs to the central government; thereby, directly influencing the independence of the CIC. 

 Delay in disposing off cases: The number of RTI Appeals with the Information Commissions 

is growing at a rapid pace year after year. With current volumes of appeals, there seem to be 
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delays in disposing off cases. In Maharashtra SIC, there is a “wait period” of more than 12 

months, thus discouraging citizens from filing appeals. 

 No centralized database: There is no centralized data base of RTI (at the State/Centre level) 

applicants. Given the current situation, neither the State Government nor the State 

Information Commission is in a position to confirm the number of Public Authorities within a 

Department and therefore the details on the number of applications filed. 

 Complex Process of appeal: The procedure that in followed in courts is highly unsuited for 

appeals under RTI. But recent proposed amendments like written submission to public 

authority and attach evidences, would make this process more troublesome. 

 Pressure on RTI Activists: Almost 375 incidences of attacks on citizens have been recorded 

who sought information about corruption or wrongdoings in various public authorities. 

 Section 4 of RTI: Public authorities have been lax in providing information suo moto as 

mandated by section 4 of RTI. This is certainly increasing RTI queries. 

 Geographical reach: Majority of the Information Commissions are situated in the State 

capitals, which results in appellants undergoing an additional cost in order to attend the 

hearings. 

 Role confusion: There is no clear division of responsibilities between the State Information 

Commission and the Nodal Department in terms of monitoring the implementation of RTI 

Act. 

Section 4 of the RTI Act: 

 Section 4 of the RTI Act requires suo moto disclosure of information by each public 

authority. However, such disclosures have remained less than satisfactory. 

Section 4(2) of the RTI Act: 

 Section 4(2) of the RTI Act mandates Governments to maintain computerized records and 

provide information suo moto (on their own accord) to the public, so that there is minimal 

need for filing RTI applications. 

 But in reality, the Governments are not keeping as much information as possible in the 

public domain on their own accord (suo moto). 

 As per a recent NGO study of the Central Information Commission in 2018, 70% of the 

original RTI applications are not required, provided the Government suo moto publishes the 

information in the public domain. 

Way Forward: 

 Repealing of the Official Secret Act. 

 Introducing an oath of transparency. 

 To use of multi-media campaigns in local languages for awareness. 

 Opening up the working of parliamentary standing committees for public access. 
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 A centralized database of all RTI applicants with their information requests and responses 

from information providers would enable the Information Commission to publish more 

accurate numbers in the annual reports. 

 The State Government has to play a facilitative role to the Information Commission through 

issuance of supporting rules/orders to the Public Authorities. 

 The benefits of setting up regional offices far outweigh the initial capital costs involved in 

setting them up. So there is a need to set up regional offices. 

 The role of the Centre/State Government is to facilitate the Public Authorities in 

implementation of the Act. This can happen through providing support to Public Authorities 

for training, development of software applications, e-Training modules, generating 

awareness amongst citizens etc. 

Conclusion: 

Transparency must be accompanied by accountability, and that is where the JSP has great value and 

significance since it places the power of making the State government accountable to everyone who 

accesses the information made available on the portal. The Right to Information Act’s role in 

fostering a more informed citizenry and an accountable government has never been in doubt ever 

since its implementation in 2005. 

Role of civil services in a democracy. 

The competence, commitment and confidence of the civil services helps make a 

difference to the governance landscape of our country. Discuss the above statement 

with respect to the importance of civil services for a democratic country like India. (250 

words) 
Indian polity by Lakshmikant. 
Source 
The Hindu Centre 
Key demand of the question: 
The question wants us to write in detail about the role and importance of civil services for a country 
like India. 
Directive word: 
Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
write a few introductory lines about the Civil services in India. 
Body: 
Discuss in points the role played by civil services in a democracy and try to connect them with Indian 
civil services. E.g. 
Role in Governance 
Role in provision of public goods and services 
Economic policy improvement and implementation 
Role in fiscal sustainability 
Role in institutional development 
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Conclusion: 
based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
Introduction:     

Civil services or Bureaucracy is an administrative body of officials whose roles are determined by 

written rules. It’s an impersonal system operating on the basis of calculable rules and staffed by full 

time appointed officials. Civil Services are the bedrock of public administration. Civil services have 

assumed more important role in democracy to ensure good governance, both in developing and 

developed countries. 

Body: 

A number of factors have contributed the increasing importance of civil service in modern day 

democracy like India: 

 Stability: 

o It is widely recognised that the civil services have contributed to stability in terms of 

maintenance of peace, the conduct of fair elections, managing disasters and the 

preservation of the unity of the nation, providing stability and maintaining order in a 

vast country prone to various conflicts ethnic, communal, regional etc. 

 Facilitating democracy: 

o The civil servants play a vital role in maintaining the democratic ideals by assisting 

their political heads (Ministers) in policy making function and in implementing the 

policies made. 

 Governance: 

o A necessary, but not sufficient, condition for good governance is a skilled, motivated 

and efficient civil service with a professional ethos. By contrast, a bad civil service is 

a sufficient condition to produce bad governance. 

 Public goods and services: 

o Access to public services and their quantity and quality largely depend on the skills 

and motivation of the public employees who provide the services or oversee their 

delivery. 

 Economic policy improvements: 

o Whereas some reforms will require political will but little administrative support, 

others depend on competent and motivated government personnel. Well-

formulated policies have failed without the right personnel to implement them. 

 Management of public expenditure and revenue: 

o The civil service is critical for the responsible management of public expenditure and 

revenues. In its turn, such responsible management requires the provision of 

sustainable employment opportunities for competent and motivated personnel. 

 Fiscal sustainability: 
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o The civil service can help maintain the sustainability of public finances. A well-

chosen combination of measures affecting the number of employees and their 

salaries can improve the effectiveness of the government apparatus while also 

reducing its cost. 

 The scientific and technological development: 

o They have led to revolutionary changes in transportation and communication 

system. The invention of telephone, telegraph, railways and airways has made big 

government and large scale administration possible. 

Challenges faced: 

 It has been pointed out that the Civil Service in India is more concerned with the internal 

processes than with results. 

 The systemic rigidities, needless complexities and over centralization in the policy and 

management structures within which the civil service functions are too complex and often 

too constraining. 

 Rigid organization structures and cumbersome procedures. 

 Elitist, authoritarian, conservative outlook 

 Bureaucrats fulfil segmental roles over which they have no control. Consequently, they have 

little or no opportunity to exercise individual judgment. 

 The requirement that a bureaucrat should follow the principles of consistency and regularity 

automatically limits his capacity to adapt to changing circumstances. 

 The general rules which may take for overall efficiency produce inefficiency and in justice in 

individual cases. 

 Civil service difficulty to cope with uncertainty and change is a key limit on its efficiency 

Reforms needed: 

 The development work needs some flexibility from a strict observance of rigid rules and 

regulations. Rigid rule bound bureaucracies should be changed into flexible and action 

oriented. 

 Reforms are required in the field of recruitment of civil servants so that right people could 

be recruited who can ensure smooth functioning of democracy. 

 Training of civil servants should be able to bring about behavioural and attitudinal changes. 

 Administrative procedures, rules and regulations need to be simplified so that red tapism 

could be minimized 

 Adoption of modern management techniques such as management by objectives to 

elimination of corruption so as to secure clean, honest, impartial and efficient administration 

creation of new work culture and encouraging creativity. 

Conclusion: 
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Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel described Civil Services as the ‘Steel frame of India’. It is widely recognised 

that the civil services have contributed to stability in terms of maintenance of peace, the conduct of 

fair elections, managing disasters and the preservation of the unity of the nation, providing stability 

and maintaining order in a vast country prone to various conflicts – ethnic, communal, regional etc. 

India and its neighborhood- relations. 

From trade to geopolitical significance, it is time for India to look again at Mauritius. 

Analyse. 
The Indian Express 
Why this question: 
As it prepares to host the prime minister of Mauritius, Pravind Jugnauth, who returned to power in 
the recent general elections, Delhi needs to change the lens through which it sees the small island 
republic in the western Indian Ocean. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has review the significance of Mauritius to India, as the latter aspires to be a net security 
provider in the Indian Ocean region.          
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Provide a brief introduction of Mauritius, its strategic location and the recent political happenings. 
Body: 
Give a brief history of the India-Mauritius relations and give the limitations of previous ties. 
Discuss about how more recently, Delhi has certainly begun to see the strategic significance of 
Mauritius thanks to the renewed great power contestation in the Indian Ocean. 
Highlight the various possibilities present that themselves, if Delhi appreciates the value of Mauritius 
as a regional hub. 
Mauritius can be the fulcrum for India’s own African economic outreach. 
Mauritius the pivot of Delhi’s island policy. 
Provide measures needed to strengthen the ties between the two nations. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction:     

Mauritius is a sovereign entity with a unique national culture and an international identity of its own. 

Indo-Mauritian relations refers to the historical, political, economic, military, social and cultural 

connections between the Republic of India and the Republic of Mauritius. The prime minister of 

Mauritius, Pravind Jugnauth, who returned to power in the recent general elections, is due to visit 

India 

Body: 

Evolution of Indo—Mauritian relations: 

 Connections between India and Mauritius date back to 1730, diplomatic relations were 

established in 1948, before Mauritius became independent state. 
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 For far too long, Delhi has viewed Mauritius through the prism of diaspora. This was, 

perhaps, natural since communities of Indian origin constitute a significant majority in the 

island 

 More recently, Delhi has certainly begun to see the strategic significance of Mauritius thanks 

to the renewed great power contestation in the Indian Ocean. 

 In 2014, Prime Minister Modi saw Mauritius as part of India’s neighbourhood and invited its 

leadership to join his inauguration along with other South Asian leaders. 

 In 2015 that Modi unveiled an ambitious policy called the SAGAR (security and growth for 

all). It was India’s first significant policy statement on the Indian Ocean in many decades. 

Significance of Mauritius to India: 

 Geo-strategic significance: 

o In 2015, Indian Prime Minister signed an agreement to set up eight Indian-controlled 

coastal surveillance radar stations 

o Mauritius is part of India’s security grid including Coastal Surveillance Radar (CSR) 

station of Indian Navy’s National Command Control Communication Intelligence 

network 

o if Delhi takes an integrated view of its security cooperation in the south western 

Indian Ocean, Mauritius is the natural node for it. 

 Geo-economic significance: 

o India is Mauritius’s largest trading partner and has been the largest exporter of 

goods and services to the Indian Ocean island nation since 2007. 

o The French description of the island as a “central geographic point” holds equally 

true for commerce and connectivity in the Indian Ocean. 

o As a member of the African Union, Indian Ocean Rim Association and the Indian 

Ocean Commission, Mauritius is a stepping stone to multiple geographies. 

o If Delhi appreciates the value of Mauritius as a regional hub, a number of 

possibilities present themselves. One, as new investments pour into Africa, 

Mauritius is where a lot of it gets serviced. Mauritius can be the fulcrum for India’s 

own African economic outreach. 

 Mauritius as pivot of Delhi’s island policy: 

o until now India has tended to deal with the so-called Vanilla islands of the south 

western Indian Ocean — Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mayotte, Reunion and 

Seychelles — on a bilateral basis. 

o If the Indian establishment thinks of them as a collective, it could make Mauritius 

the pivot of Delhi’s island policy. 

 Economic opportunities: 
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o the Mauritius pivot can facilitate a number of Indian commercial activities in the 

south western Indian ocean — as a banking gateway, the hub for flights to and from 

Indian cities and tourism. 

o India could also contribute to the evolution of Mauritius as a regional centre for 

technological innovation. 

 Common challenges: 

o climate change, sustainable development and the blue economy are existential 

challenges for Mauritius and the neighbouring island states. 

o Mauritius will be the right partner in promoting Indian initiatives in these areas. 

o It could also become a valuable place for regional and international maritime 

scientific research. 

Way forward: 

 The urgent need for New Delhi is to discard the deep-rooted perception that Mauritius is 

simply an extension of India. 

 Delhi must take a fresh and more strategic look at Mauritius. 

 One way of getting there is to have an early Indian summit with the leaders of the Vanilla 

islands. 

 India, with its strong intelligence network, will also be helpful in maritime law enforcement 

by Mauritius and Seychelles. 

 While declaring support for India’s maritime security plans, there is need to pointed out that 

small nations are equally important in the contemporary world order and need to be taken 

seriously for the sake of preserving the security and order. 

 Companies registered in Mauritius are the largest source of foreign direct investment (FDI) 

into India, making it crucial for India to upgrade its bilateral tax treaty, adopting the latest 

international practices that prevent multinational companies from artificially shifting profits 

to low tax countries. 

Indian and Palestine relations are old and time tested. India’s development assistance 

for Palestine has been consistent and has grown over the years. Discuss. What are the 

irritants in the relations? What are the measures needed to strengthen ties? 
The Indian Express 
Why this question: 
Directive word 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer 
Introduction 
Briefly speak about The Palestine-India techno park which is meant to create a national business 
environment and culture “that will enable knowledge-based and creative enterprises as well as 
technology clusters to successfully operate locally, regionally and globally”.. 
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Body 
Highlight the implications of technopark 
Discuss the bilateral ties between New Delhi and Ramallah. 
Historically, India’s ties with Israel and Palestine have been more or less balanced. India fully 
established diplomatic relations with Israel in 1992. Defence and agriculture have formed the main 
pillars of their relationship. 
Discuss the irritants in the ties between India-Palestine – talk about the Israel Palestine issue 
Provide measures to tackle the challenges posed. 
Conclusion 
Give a fair and balanced conclusion and discuss the way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

India’s support for the Palestinian cause is an integral part of the nation’s foreign policy. In 1974, 

India became the first Non-Arab State to recognize Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) as the 

sole and legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. India has played an active role in 

extending support for the Palestinian cause across various multilateral fora. 

Body: 

Evolution of the relations: 

 1974: India became the first non-Arab state to recognize Palestine Liberation Organization 

(PLO). 

 1988: India was one of the first countries to recognize the State of Palestine. 

 1996: India opened its Representative Office to the State of Palestine in Gaza. 2003: It was 

shifted to Ramallah. Unlike in Israel, India does not have an embassy in Palestine. 

 October 2011: India voted in favour of Palestine for its acceptance as a full member of 

UNESCO. 

 November 29, 2012: India co-sponsored the resolution that made Palestine a ‘non-member 

state’ of United Nations General Assembly. 

 April 2015: India supported the Bandung Declaration on Palestine at Asian African 

Commemorative Conference 

 September 2015: India supported installation of Palestine flag at UN premises. 

Indian and Palestine Relations 

 Indian and Palestine relations are old and time tested. India’s development assistance for 

Palestine has been consistent and has grown over the years. 

 India has always supported the cause of Palestine and since 1988 India has recognized 

Palestine. India is engaged in the nation building efforts of Palestine in several sectors like IT, 

Education, Rural development and capacity building. India is providing aid and financial 

assistance to Palestine. Recently at the UNGA resolution, India voted against US President 

Donald Trump decision to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 

India’s focus to Link West: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 165 

After the Act East policy, the government is shifting the focus to Link West. West Asia has always 

been India’s extended neighborhood. But India has not paid much attention to West Asia 

considering the importance of this area in terms of political and economic affairs. Most of India’s 

energy requirements come from West Asia. 6 million Indian origin works in the gulf and the West 

Asia who send huge remittances to India. The new dimension to the relationship is in terms of 

security and counter terrorism where the countries are facing the problem of terrorism. There are 

many areas of convergence between India and West Asia. 

Bilateral Visits: 

 There have been regular high level bilateral visits between India and Palestine. 

 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi paid a historic first-ever visit to Palestine on February 10, 

2018. Former President Shri Pranab Mukherjee paid a historic first-ever visit to Palestine in 

October 2015. 

 The first ever Joint Commission Meeting (JCM) between India and Palestine was held in 

Ramallah in November 2016. 

 The first ever Foreign Office Consultation (FOC) between India and Palestine was held in 

Ramallah in May, 2015. 

 The second round of FOC was held in New Delhi in April 2017. 

IBSA Cooperation: 

India, Brazil, South Africa (IBSA) Fund has also financed five projects in Palestine, namely Indoor 

Multipurpose Sports Complex in Ramallah, Phase I and Phase II of Setting Up of Cardiothoracic Unit 

of Palestinian Red Crescent Society’s Al Quds hospital in Gaza, Atta Habib Medical Center in Gaza 

and Rehabilitation Centre for People with Mental Disabilities in Nablus. 

Bilateral Trade: 

 Trade between India and Palestine is conducted through Israel and therefore, 

comprehensive trade statistics are not available. 

 Limited data suggests that India-Palestine annual bilateral trade is worth about US$ 40 

million 

 Indian exports include marble, granite and other stones, Basmati Rice, raw material for 

making vaccines, coffee, cashew nuts, sugar, sweet biscuits, sacks and bags for the packing 

of goods, etc. 

 Palestinian exports are mainly virgin olive oil and its fractions, dates, etc. In terms of sectors- 

automotive spare parts, medical tourism, agro-products, textiles, fabrics, readymade 

garments, household appliances, stationery products, leather and leather products, 

agrochemicals, plastic products, pharmaceuticals and engineering goods could be the target 

sectors for Indian manufacturers and exporters. 

Culture & People to People relations: 

 Indian arts and culture, especially Indian movies are very popular in Palestine. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 166 

 Several cultural activities, including film shows and photo exhibitions have been organized 

by the Representative Office of India in various Palestinian cities in addition to screening of 

documentaries prepared by Public Diplomacy division, MEA in local TV channels, schools and 

youth clubs. 

 The first Indian restaurant in Ramallah was opened in January 2018. 

 India-Palestine Youth Exchange Programme was started in 2017. 

The Palestine-India Techno Park: 

 The park will be located next to the Birzeit University Academic Campus. 

 The Representative of India to Palestine, Sunil Kumar, released third tranche of funding, 

worth $3 million, for the construction of a Palestine-India Techno Park. 

 In total, India has made a commitment of investing over $12 million, part of India’s broader 

framework of capacity building in Palestine. The Indian government pays $3 million on a 

half-yearly basis. 

 The Techno Park is meant to create a national business environment and culture “that will 

enable knowledge-based and creative enterprises as well as technology clusters to 

successfully operate locally, regionally and globally”. 

 Its objectives include establishing an environment that is accessible to industry, supporting 

the process of commercialization and industrialization, supporting entrepreneurship and 

bridging the knowledge gap between the private sector and academia. 

 India’s investment towards the park is part of India’s support to the Palestinian cause. 

 Once completed, the Technopark will serve as an IT hub in Palestine with complete IT 

facilities offering a one-stop solution to all IT-related service requirements, providing state-

of-the-art technology, hosting IT companies and foreign companies benefitting local 

business, Universities and other institutions. 

Israel-Palestine Issue: 

 Israel-Palestine relations are not just a serious issue but a very complicated issue. India has 

always talked about peaceful solution. India believes in a two-state solution in which both 

Israel and a future Palestinian state coexist peacefully. 

 In West Asia the political and strategic scenario is changing very quickly. India wants to de-

hyphenate its relationship with Israel and Palestine and see them as mutually independent 

and exclusive. These are two standalone relationships and they should not be hyphenated 

together. It shows the maturity on part of the Israel also as it has recognized this aspect of 

Indian diplomacy and is confident of their relationship with India. 

 This allows India to maintain the image of its historical moral support for Palestinian self-

determination, and at the same time to engage in military, economic, and other strategic 

relations with Israel. 

India’s Position on Palestine: 
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 India’s position on Palestine is independent and consistent. It is shaped by our views and 

interests, and not determined by any third country. 

 Along with political support, India has been contributing material and technical assistance to 

the Palestinian people. 

 In 2016 India pledged a USD 1.25 million to the UN relief agency for Palestinian refugees 

 India has always been a leading partner in educational support and capacity building process 

 The recent visit of India’s President to Palestine manifests India’s support to Palestine cause 

is still intact. 

 The critics view is that Indian policy is certainly affected by US in recent times. 

Conclusion: 

Historically, India’s ties with Israel and Palestine have been more or less balanced. India fully 

established diplomatic relations with Israel in 1992. Defense and agriculture have formed the main 

pillars of their relationship. 

India’s concept of Indo-Pacific is inclusive and across oceans. Discuss (250 words) 
Ministry Of External Affairs 
Why this question: 
Indo Pacific is one of the new concepts and approaches thrown up by the changing world. It is a 
multipolar region, contributing more than half of the world’s GDP and population. The acceptance of 
the Indo-Pacific as a single strategic construct linking the contiguous waters of the western Pacific 
and the Indian Ocean has gained currency in the last few years with the shift in the geopolitical 
center of gravity to this region. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question wants us to write in detail about India’s approach in the Indo-Pacific region, the 
significance of Indo-pacific region for India, the challenges faced and the way forward. 
Directive word: 
Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
write a few introductory lines about the Indo-Pacific region. 
Body: 
Firstly, discuss in brief about the significance of Indo-pacific region. 
Explain how India’s approach towards Indo-pacific has been an inclusive one. 
Open, integrated and balanced approach. 
India has emphasized on a few major aspects which reflect India’s policy perspective on Indo-Pacific, 
which included “inclusiveness”, “openness”, “ASEAN centrality” and that the concept was not 
directed against any country. 
The focus of the Indo Pacific initiative is on connectivity, enhancing maritime security, 
counterterrorism, non-proliferation and cyber issues 
The government has introduced the concept of SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) and 
believes in an Indo-Pacific that is free, open and inclusive, and one that is founded upon a 
cooperative and collaborative rules-based order. 
India is also trying to make innovative use of trade and diplomacy as its strategic arsenals. 
And so on. 
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Mention the challenges/concerns faced. 
What are the measures to overcome the same? 
Conclusion: 
based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
 

Introduction:   

Indo-Pacific region is a multi-polar region, contributing more than half of the world’s GDP and 

population. Countries falling in the direct hinterland of the vast Indian and Pacific oceanic expanse 

are termed ‘Indo-Pacific countries’.  The attributes of the Indo-Pacific are also highly appealing. The 

region comprises at least 38 countries that share 44 percent of world surface area and 65 per cent 

of world population, and account for 62 per cent of world–GDP and 46 per cent of the world’s 

merchandise trade 

Body: 

India’s concept of inclusive Indo-Pacific region: 

 Indian PM in Shangri-La dialogue had clearly indicated the geographical reach of India’s idea 

of the Indo-Pacific starting from Africa to the Americas, which covers both the Indian and 

Pacific Oceans, in tandem with that of Japan. 

 He had also emphasized on a few major aspects which reflect India’s policy perspective on 

Indo-Pacific, which included “inclusiveness”, “openness”, “ASEAN centrality” and that the 

concept was not directed against any country. 

 India has gone to great length to highlight China as an inclusive construct for the whole 

region. 

 The focus of the Indo Pacific initiative is on connectivity, enhancing maritime security, 

counterterrorism, non-proliferation and cyber issues. 

 A shared commitment to maintain and strengthen a rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific in 

which all nations are sovereign, strong and prosperous. 

 And shared support for a free, open and inclusive region that fosters universal respect for 

international law, freedom of navigation and overflight and sustainable development. 

India’s concept of Indo-Pacific is across oceans: 

 Indo-Pacific Maritime Cooperation: The major focus of the Indo-Pacific is based on oceans, 

which is the common thread that connects all. Countries including India, Indonesia, 

Singapore, and Sri Lanka, primarily maritime nations occupy the most important strategic 

positions in the Indian Ocean. 

 The government has introduced the concept of SAGAR (Security And Growth for All in the 

Region) and believes in an Indo-Pacific that is free, open and inclusive, and one that is 

founded upon a cooperative and collaborative rules-based order. 

 In continuation of the process of engaging the global strategic community in an annual 

review of India’s opportunities and challenges in the Indo-Pacific region, the second edition 

of Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue (IPRD) – 2019 was held in New Delhi in March. 
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 The first Malabar naval exercise was a joint Indo-US Naval exercise which started in 1992. 

However, there was a gap from 1998-2002 when the exercise was suspended due to India’s 

nuclear weapons tests. Since 2002, every year there has been the naval drill and Japan 

became a permanent participant in 2015. 

Way Forward for India: 

 Economically and strategically, the global centre of gravity is shifting to the Indo-Pacific. If 

the region’s stakeholders don’t act now to fortify an open, rules-based order, the security 

situation will continue to deteriorate—with consequences that are likely to reverberate 

worldwide. 

 With joint military exercises, India will develop interoperability and standard operating 

procedures, which will help in any joint military operation or even possibly a military alliance 

in the future. 

 The Quad Security cooperation among Japan, India, the US and Australia is increasingly 

plausible. The time has come to proactively further this cooperation to ensure prosperity 

and stability in the whole of Indo-Pacific. 

 Groups like ASEAN and APEC will have to collectively approach China. Standing up to it and 

physically stopping illegal Chinese construction will gain international attention and the 

sympathy and backing of major powers. 

Conclusion: 

India is already assuming her responsibilities in securing the Indo-Pacific region. A strong India-US 

partnership can anchor peace, prosperity and stability from Asia to Africa and from the Indian Ocean 

to the Pacific. It can also help ensure security of the sea-links of commerce and freedom of 

navigation on seas. 

The concept of cooperative security is panacea to address threats concerning national 

security and harmony. Examine with respect to India and her South Asian neighbours. 

(250 words) 
IDSA 
Why this question: 
In today’s challenging times, security is indivisible. Events in one region of the world have an impact, 
both positive and negative, on other regions. This highlights the necessity of combining strengths to 
forge new compacts that can appropriately deal with the emerging challenges. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question expects us talk about the cooperative security scenario in South Asia, the need for such 
a cooperation. Further, one needs to talk about the measures undertaken in realising the cooperative 
security in South Asia with India as a forerunner. Then discuss about the challenges faced in 
achieving the cooperative security and measures needed to tackle the same. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
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Explain the concept of Co-Operative security. Talk about the lack of co-operative security in South 
Asian region leading to various security threats. 
cooperative security implies that countries have, or seek, a degree of convergence with regard to 
threat perceptions, and challenges and opportunities with a conviction that it is advantageous to 
their security, stability and prosperity. 
the South Asian experience in building cooperative security architecture has been mixed. 
Body: 
Discuss the needs for cooperative security in South Asia. 
South Asia can truly prosper only when it is free from the scourge of terrorism. 
The greatest challenge before South Asia is the fight against illiteracy and poverty, climate change 
and natural disasters, and food and energy security issues. 
These are indivisible and transcend borders. 
Cooperation on these issues will ensure the achievement of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
Discuss about India’s commitments on cooperative security in South Asia. 
India believes in the ancient Sanskrit saying “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”, which means that the entire 
world is one family. 
to build   regional   cooperation and   security India’s initiatives are   anchored   in   its 
‘Neighbourhood First‘ policy. 
India has time and again taken efforts to straighten the SAARC initiative. 
India is   keen   to   strengthen   other regional groupings and partnerships such    as    the    BBIN, 
BIMSTEC 
India remains optimistic about the future of South Asia 
Explain the challenges faced in achieving cooperative security. 
The South Asian family, unfortunately, has its own black sheep. The weakest link in the chain 
continues to be Pakistan, which views security as a zero-sum game, and uses terrorism as an 
instrument of state policy against its neighbours. 
The consequences of such a policy pursued in one country in South Asia, aimed at systematically 
nurturing radical jihadi groups, has been felt in other South Asian countries as well – from 
Afghanistan to India and from Bangladesh to Sri Lanka. 
Provide measures to tackle the challenges posed. 
One of the measures to improve regional security is to strengthen connectivity linkages. 
Conclusion 
Give a fair and balanced conclusion and discuss the way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

Cooperative security, as a concept, implies that countries have, or seek, a degree of convergence 

with regard to threat perceptions, and challenges and opportunities with a conviction that it is 

advantageous to their security, stability and prosperity. Cooperative security may logically begin 

with neighbours and the region but often transcends locational limitations. Cooperative security can 

be predicated on shared values, ideologies, religion or economic interests along multiple axes. 

Body: 

Need for cooperative security in South Asia: 

 South Asia has a common history and celebrates its great cultural and linguistic overlap. 

South Asian nations came into their own at about the same time with the lifting of the 

colonial shadow. 

 South Asia can truly prosper only when it is free from the scourge of terrorism. 
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 The greatest challenge before South Asia is the fight against illiteracy and poverty, climate 

change and natural disasters, and food and energy security issues. These are indivisible and 

transcend borders. 

 Cooperation on these issues will ensure the achievement of Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). 

India’s commitments and actions on cooperative security in South Asia: 

 India attaches great importance to strengthening cooperative security. 

 India’s initiatives over the last five years to build regional cooperation and security are 

anchored in its ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy. 

 India’s initiative to launch a South Asia Satellite to improve communication and disaster 

response, India remains committed to its neighbourhood. 

 India has always been the first off the block to provide relief in the wake of tsunamis, 

earthquakes and other natural disasters. 

 India has emphasised the importance of shared prosperity with our neighbours through his 

clarion call of “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas”, the essence of which roughly 

translates as “Collective Effort, Inclusive Growth and Mutual Trust”. 

 India remains optimistic about the future of South Asia at a time when it has emerged as one 

of the fastest-growing large economies in the world. India is the proverbial rising tide that 

can lift all boats in the region. 

 India is keen to strengthen other regional groupings and partnerships such as the BBIN 

(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal) and BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-

Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) that includes Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri 

Lanka, Thailand, Nepal and Bhutan. 

 India is also committed to greater connectivity and cooperation with the ASEAN region 

through its ‘Act East’ policy. 

 India has also expanded its cooperation with the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), 

Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and the East Asia Summit 

(EAS) in the extended neighbourhood. 

 As one of the biggest regional donors to Afghanistan’s reconstruction efforts, India has 

overcome hurdles and established an air and a maritime corridor with Afghanistan to 

strengthen bilateral ties. 

 India trains the largest number of Afghan army officers, over a hundred annually, and gives 

thousands of scholarships to the Afghan youth for studying and pursuing vocational training 

in India. 

Challenges to cooperative security in South Asia: 

 The South Asian experience in building cooperative security architecture has been mixed. 

 South Asia is one of the least integrated regions in the world. 
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 The South Asian family, unfortunately, has its own black sheep. The weakest link in the chain 

continues to be Pakistan, which views security as a zero-sum game, and uses terrorism as an 

instrument of state policy against its neighbours. 

 The consequences of such a policy pursued in one country in South Asia, aimed at 

systematically nurturing radical jihadi groups, has been felt in other South Asian countries as 

well – from Afghanistan to India and from Bangladesh to Sri Lanka. 

Way forward: 

 South Asian countries need a bolder approach to cooperative security than has been the 

case so far. 

 Disaster management authorities, finance ministers, health misters, environment ministers 

can meet regularly to discuss the ways and means to meet the common challenges of 

disaster mitigation, economic cooperation, public health issues and environmental security. 

 India, which has borders with most SAARC countries, can set up cooperative mechanisms for 

better regulation of orders. 

 Defence cooperation can also be an excellent way of building confidence and reducing 

tensions. 

 Maritime security and coastal security should be given higher priority. 

 What is required is political will to implement a cooperative security approach. 

 South Asia ‘minus one’ has achieved some measure of progress in strengthening regional 

cooperation. 

 It is also hoped that the ‘minus one’ country will change its mind set, eschew terrorism and 

come around one day for the good of all in South Asia. 

 India‘s roadmap   for   regional security, is   known   by   its   acronym ̳SECURE‘, 

its  every  letter  is full of meaning. 

o S stands   for Security of   our citizens, 

o E stands for Economic development for all, 

o C stands   for Connecting   the region, 

o U stands for Uniting our people, 

o R stands for Respect for Sovereignty and Territorial Integrity, and 

o E stands for Environmental protection. 

Asia’s rise is predicated on peace and stability; cooperation rests on a compact between 

India and China. Discuss (250 words) 
The Hindu 
Indian Express 
Why this question: 
Both India and China are expected to contribute to global economic growth in the future. India is 
also transforming into a knowledge-based, skill-supported and technology-driven society. India 
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attaches great importance to its relations with China, a large trade partner in goods. However, 
the ups and downs in the bilateral relations between India and China is a matter of concern. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question wants us to write in detail about India’s bilateral relations with China, the 
challenges faced, the significance of bilateral relations to Asia, and the way forward. 
Directive word: 
Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
write a few introductory lines about the Indo-China bilateral ties. 
Body: 
Firstly, discuss in brief about the common challenges posed to both the countries and Asia in 
general. 

 Traditional and non-traditional security threats (economic and military competition, climate 
change, piracy, radical ideology, cyber threats, drug and human trafficking, and energy and 
food security) have grown in magnitude. 

 Power, whether economic, political or military, is fractured. 

 Trade and technology are at the heart of a new round of competition and contestation. 

 Nationalism and regionalism are on the rise. 
Explain how India’s bilateral relations with China, the areas of cooperation, conflicts. 

 Cheaper imports from China, which practices “state capitalism”, threaten domestic 
manufacturing in India. 

 Movement of talent and the services sector, important for India, have not received 
satisfactory attention. 

 Many of these concerns are central to India’s position on the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP). 
Mention the importance of peace and stability of India-China relations to Asia and world. 

 Amidst the downturn, Asia is witnessing the simultaneous rise of several powers. 

 Global engines of economic growth over the past three decades have shifted to Asia, first to 
the Asia-Pacific and now, more broadly, to the Indo-Pacific region that includes South Asia. 

 The continent, home to over half the global population, has emerged as the new fulcrum for 
geo-economic and geo-strategic realignments. 

 High economic growth rates across the region are accompanied by some of the highest 
military expenditures in the world. 
What are the measures to better the relations? 

 The RCEP should have a wider ambit, including trade in services. 

 China too should pro-actively work to ensure India’s membership. 

 Beyond jointly training Afghan diplomats under the “India-China Plus One” framework, 
China and India could explore the potential to work together on Asian infrastructure and 
connectivity development on the basis of equality and an open and transparent model 
under the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). 

 And so on 

Conclusion: based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
Introduction: 

“Indo-Pacific” is today a buzzword that has been interpreted differently by various countries in their 

outlook or vision documents. The world today is undergoing a fundamental transformation and 

there are several facets to the emerging uncertainty. Traditional and non-traditional security threats 
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(economic and military competition, climate change, piracy, radical ideology, cyber threats, drug and 

human trafficking, and energy and food security) have grown in magnitude. Power, whether 

economic, political or military, is fractured. Trade and technology are at the heart of a new round of 

competition and contestation. Nationalism and regionalism are on the rise. There is less 

multilateralism but greater multi-polarity. Hedging and multi-alignment are the order of the day. 

Body: 

Recent changes in global affairs: 

 All known paradigms are experiencing stress, which calls for readjustments. At the broadest 

level, the inadequacies of the post-World War II international institutions are showing up 

because of the complexities and uncertainties characterising global politics and the economy 

today. 

 The old consensus is fraying and a new consensus is yet to emerge. 

 The liberal trading order has encountered protectionism in the form of tariff and non-tariff 

barriers, which explains why India’s service exports which touch $29.6 billion in the U.S. 

market, and pharma products, especially generic drugs, which account for 20% of global 

generic medicines, have barely been able to scratch the surface in the Chinese market. 

 Cheaper imports from China, which practices “state capitalism”, threaten domestic 

manufacturing in India. 

 There is a looming danger for developing countries on account of ‘zero-sum’ mercantilism 

and rising protectionism in western economies. There is no doubt that the U.S.-China trade 

war has been disruptive. 

 The momentum in manufacturing activity has weakened to levels unseen since the global 

financial crises. 

 Investor and business confidence even in emerging markets is at a low ebb. Low productivity 

growth and ageing demographics in advanced economies have further compounded the 

problem. 

 Key anchors in the global economy, including China, are experiencing a slowdown. 

Elsewhere, Europe is in the throes of a major readjustment in the context of Brexit. 

 Global engines of economic growth over the past three decades have shifted to Asia, first to 

the Asia-Pacific and now, more broadly, to the Indo-Pacific region that includes South Asia. 

 The continent, home to over half the global population, has emerged as the new fulcrum for 

geo-economic and geo-strategic realignments. High economic growth rates across the region 

are accompanied by some of the highest military expenditures in the world. 

Importance of peace and stability of India-China relations to Asia and world: 

 Both India and China are expected to contribute to global economic growth in the future. 

 India is also transforming into a knowledge-based, skill-supported and technology-driven 

society. 
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 A liberal FDI regime combined with a youthful demographic profile makes India an attractive 

destination. India attaches great importance to its relations with China, a large trade partner 

in goods. 

 Since 2015, there has been a spurt in Chinese FDI in India (at around $8 billion). 

 There is great scope for China to participate in flagship initiatives such as the ‘Smart Cities 

Mission’ and ‘Skill India’ programmes. 

 As the world’s second-largest economy, China can and must play a constructive role globally 

and within Asia to help the world return to higher growth rates. 

 As members of several multilateral institutions, India and China are in a unique position to 

give shape to their economic destinies. There are suggestions that the era of the World 

Trade Organisation (WTO)-anchored, Most Favoured Nation (MFN)-based regime is drawing 

to a close and that the future lies in a web of free trade agreements. However, there is still 

scope for India and China to work together to strengthen the WTO. 

 Beyond jointly training Afghan diplomats under the “India-China plus One” framework, 

China and India could explore the potential to work together on Asian infrastructure and 

connectivity development on the basis of equality and an open and transparent model 

under the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). 

Need for India and China repair their ties: 

Strategic: 

 Better relationship between two countries will bring peace in the region and they can fight 

against terrorism and underdevelopment in the region. 

 China too faces the tune of infiltration and drug trafficking. So indulging in mutual 

intelligence sharing and cooperation is required for a more secured border 

 Keeping Pakistan under check and getting support for UNSC membership could happen if we 

have a more sustained and defined relationship with China. 

Economy: 

 With Global uncertainty, growing Protectionism and anti-Globalization trend, India and 

China, both beneficiary of liberal international order must work closely to sustain the same. 

 China has huge forex reserve and India needs foreign investment for projects like Make in 

India. 

 Both nations are members in NDB, AIIB, BRICS, BCIM etc and hence good relations among 

them can bring economic prosperity 

Asian Emergence: 

 With Russian economy crumbling, India and China are two of the great powers who would 

have a greater to play. 

 Thus a cordial relationship is vital for holistic development of the region 

Terrorism: 
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 The two countries have a common interest in curbing religious radicalism and terrorism. 

 Kashmir and Xinjiang, both contiguous neighbours, have similar challenges posed by 

terrorism and separatist movements. 

Significance of Indo-Pacific region: 

 The Indo-Pacific is a geographic region of Earth’s seas, comprising the tropical waters of the 

Indian Ocean, the western and central Pacific Ocean, and the seas connecting the two in the 

general area of Indonesia. 

 The Indo-Pacific concept is also moving beyond economic, cultural and historical linkages to 

include an overarching strategic imperative. 

 Since 2011, the term ‘Indo-Pacific’ is being used increasingly in the global strategic/ 

geopolitical discourse. 

 India earlier opposed the presence of foreign powers in the Indian Ocean but it now carries 

out joint exercises with a number of them to promote interoperability. 

 The US military presence on land and sea in the region was taken for granted after World 

War II. 

 The French and British too, as in the Indian Ocean, continued to have their colonies. 

 As a legacy state of the Soviet Union, Russia has never ceased to be an Indo-Pacific power. 

 It avenged the humiliating destruction of its navy in the 1904-05 Russo-Japanese war by 

driving Japan out of the northern Korean Peninsula and taking South Sakhalin and the Kuril 

Islands in 1945. 

 Today, it holds joint exercises with China in the South China Sea and a trilateral exercise with 

China and South Africa in the Indian Ocean. 

Way forward: 

 Regional disputes should be resolved through dialogue and consultation. 

 Maintaining close high-level exchanges. 

 The two sides can strengthen cooperation under the WTO framework, jointly safeguard the 

legitimate rights and interests of developing countries. 

 The two sides should speed up negotiations on the Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement (RCEP). 

 Increasing mutual investments and encouraging Indian companies to participate in China 

International Import Expo 

 Upgrading Nathula border trade port to make the pie of cooperation even bigger 

 India needs to suggest ways and means to prevent Pakistan from intruding in its relationship 

with China. 

 Both need to identify roadmaps to address the burgeoning trade deficit favouring China. 
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 People to people contact, tracing the work of Chinese traveller Huen zang and Indian 

counterpart Kashyap Matenga in relation with Buddhism. 

 A strong India-China relationship is important not only for the mutual benefit of the people 

of India and China, but also for the region and the world. 

Conclusion: 

India will have to manage its relations with China, no matter the challenges. Ties with Japan would 

remain a key component of India’s vision for a stable Indo-Pacific and a cornerstone of its Act East 

policy. India at this juncture does not have to make a binary choice in the Indo-Pacific between a 

development-centric agenda with ASEAN centrality and a security-centric outlook revolving around 

the Quad. Both are likely to remain parallel tracks with some overlap for the foreseeable future. 

India-Japan relations must also imbibe and secure their relationship with innovative 

ideas while keeping it parallel to their domestic developmental discourse. Examine. 

(250 words) 
WION 
Why this question: 
In the charged Indo-Pacific geopolitical scenario, Narendra Modi and Shinzo Abe have set an 
ideal example of using personal chemistry to forward mutually advantageous policy outlooks. 
If the annual leadership summits strengthened their political narrative, the recently concluded 
two-plus-two ministerial dialogue brought strategic substance, strengthening the narrative that 
both have been nurturing with frequent dialogues, official mechanisms and visits. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question expects us talk about the bilateral relations between India and Japan in light of the 
recently concluded first ever ministerial level 2+2 dialogue. Further, one must give a detailed 
account of the potential of the India-Japan relations at bilateral, multilateral and 
regional/international levels with the challenges. Provide with a way forward. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in detail, 
inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their 
implications. 
Structure of the answer 
Introduction: 
Talk about the fact that the two countries in several joint statements have called each other 
natural partners. 
Body : 
 Discuss the outcomes of the visit such as a 2+2 framework institutionalisation of the 
relationship. 

 Highlight the potential of the relationship and the pitfalls that the two countries need to be 
aware of. 

 Discuss the perfect fit that exists between the two countries when it comes to technology, 
infrastructure, manufacturing etc. 

 Discuss that there should be an increasing emphasis on innovation front in the foreign policy 
objectives between the two nations. 
Conclusion: 
Give your view on the progress of relationship and discuss way forward. 
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Introduction: 

Not many relationships in Asia have influenced the Indo-Pacific undercurrents as much as India-

Japan relations have in recent times. If the annual leadership summits strengthened their political 

narrative, the recently concluded two-plus-two ministerial dialogue brought strategic substance, 

strengthening the narrative that both have been nurturing with frequent dialogues. 

Body: 

Background of Bilateral Relations: 

 The Japan-India Association was set up in 1903, and is one of the oldest international 

friendship bodies in Japan. 

 Japan had pledged Rs 33,800 crore in government and private sector investments. 

 Japan has been one of the biggest sources of investment flows into India, accounting for 

$28.16 billion in FDI between April 2000 and June 2018. 

 The two countries signed a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) in 2011 

to facilitate growth in bilateral trade. 

 This was described as the most comprehensive of all such agreements concluded by India. 

 As of October 2016, there were 1,305 Japanese companies registered in India, an increase of 

76 companies (6% growth) as compared to 1,229 in October 2015. 

 Japan has ratified the framework agreement for the International Solar Alliance. 

Progress of relationship between two countries: 

Significance of 2+2 Dialogue: 

 Till now India and Japan had a 2+2 dialogue at the secretary-level. 

 Now they decided to have a 2+2 dialogue mechanism between Defence and Foreign 

ministers. 

 This is aimed at giving political muscle to the existing diplomatic, security and defence 

cooperation. 

 Both sides believe that the new era of India Japan relations will be strengthened by the 2+2 

dialogue. 

 So far, India only had a 2+2 dialogue between Defence and Foreign Ministers with the US. 

 The decision to hold a ministerial level 2+2 dialogue was taken this summer during a 

telephone call between India’s new foreign minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar, and his Japanese 

counterpart, Taro Kono. 

 The inaugural US-India 2+2 dialogue was held in September 2018. 

 The mechanism itself is quite significant. Japan is only the second country (after the United 

States) with which India has such a dialogue format. 
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 The India-Japan 2+2 dialogue is an endorsement of the special strategic partnership 

between New Delhi and Tokyo. 

 More broadly, the dialogue has been driven by the mutual desire to frame an Asia that is not 

dominated by a single country and to see the emergence of a multipolar Indo-Pacific that is 

free, open, and inclusive. 

 India and Japan have both approached the emerging Asian strategic framework with that 

goal in mind and both want an inclusive approach in the region. Both see China’s approach 

in the region as being exclusivist. There is a clear clash between these two visions of the 

region. 

 The idea of such a 2+2 meeting was initiated during the summit meeting between Modi and 

Abe in Tokyo in October 2018. 

 The joint statement following the summit meeting recognized the need for such a dialogue. 

This would be in addition to existing strategic dialogue formats such as the Annual Defense 

Ministerial Dialogue, Defense Policy Dialogue, and the National Security Advisers’ Dialogue. 

 Most recently, the India-Japan defense ministerial level dialogue held in September also 

acknowledged the importance of a 2+2 ministerial level strategic dialogue. 

 Similar, but lower level, India and Japan dialogues have gone on for close to a decade now. 

The two have had a 2+2 foreign and defense dialogue led by secretary level officers from 

2010. This dialogue was established as per the Action Plan to Advance Security Cooperation 

agreed between the two countries in December 2009. 

 Discussions on global commons including maritime, outer space, and cyber space have been 

key themes in this dialogue. 

Bilateral Cooperation: 

 The Ministers welcomed the progress made in deepening bilateral defence cooperation last 

year. In this regard, the welcome of the recently conducted second “Dharma Guardian-

2019” and the second “SHINYUU Maitri-2019”. They also concurred to proceed with 

coordination for the first India-Japan joint fighter aircraft exercise in Japan. 

 The Ministers welcomed the significant progress made in the negotiations of Acquisition and 

Cross-Servicing Agreement (ACSA) since the announcement to commence the negotiations 

in October 2018. 

 Acknowledging the importance of ensuring maritime safety in achieving a free, open, 

inclusive and rules-based Indo-Pacific, the Ministers expressed their intention to further 

promote cooperation in the field of capacity building in maritime security and Maritime 

Domain Awareness including through cooperation with other countries. 

 Emphasized the need to further strengthen the defence equipment and technology. 

 Appreciated the existing exchange programs between the defence educational and research 

institutions of the two countries and expressed their desire to continue and expand the 

exchange programmes. 

Multilateral Cooperation: 
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 Recalling the Japan-India-US Summit Meetings in November 2018 and June 2019, the 

Ministers acknowledged the trilateral cooperation with the US. The Ministers expressed 

their satisfaction at trilateral cooperation represented by the “Malabar 2019” held from 

September-October 2019 off the coast of Japan, mine-countermeasures exercise (MINEX) 

held in Japan in July 2019 and “Cope India 2018” in which Japan participated as an observer 

in December 2018. 

 The Ministers welcomed the recent Japan-India-Australia-US Foreign Ministerial 

consultations in New York in September 2019. 

Regional and International Affairs: 

 A frank and fruitful exchange of views on the regional issues of mutual interests particularly 

on the security situation in the Indo-Pacific. 

 The Ministers reaffirmed the importance of supporting ASEAN centrality and unity for 

promoting peace and prosperity of the Indo-Pacific. 

 The Japanese side appreciated India’s announcement of “Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative” at 

the recent 14th EAS to create a safe, secure, stable, prosperous and sustainable maritime 

domain and confirmed their willingness to discuss concrete cooperation based on the 

Initiative. 

 The Ministers exchanged views on the recent developments in the South China Sea. 

 The importance of freedom of navigation and overflight, unimpeded lawful commerce and 

peaceful resolution of disputes with full respect for legal and diplomatic processes in 

accordance with the universally recognized principles of international law, including those 

reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 

 It condemned in the strongest terms the growing threat of terrorism and acknowledged that 

it constituted a major threat to peace and security in the region. 

 It was emphasized the need for stronger international partnership in countering terrorism 

and violent extremism, including through increased sharing of information and intelligence. 

Challenges: 

 Trade engagements have been below potential. 

 On the list of countries that India exports to, Japan is at 18th position in the list of top 25 

countries. On the list of countries importing into India, Japan ranks 12th. 

 India’s exports to Japan in FY18 were lower than in FY15 in value terms. 

 India struggling to penetrate the Japanese market as a result of language barriers, high 

quality and service standards. 

 Negotiations to purchase amphibious US-2 planes have dragged on for years. 

Way Forward: 

 Experts say that a strong India is in Japan’s best interest and for that, Japan must provide 

even more support. 
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 India must leverage Japan’s strengths in areas such as medical equipment and hospitals. 

 India and Japan must endeavour to work together for a rules-based and inclusive world 

order. 

 Enhancing communication and connectivity for unimpeded trade and flow of people, 

technology and ideas for shared prosperity. 

 Further cooperate for peace, stability and prosperity of Indo-Pacific. 

Conclusion: 

Overall, the India-Japan ministerial level 2+2 strategic dialogue is an important initiative emphasizing 

the deep interest in both India and Japan to further strengthen their security and strategic 

engagements. The two countries have built a strong strategic partnership in the last decade. While 

China may have been a factor, building this relationship was easier because of the absence of any 

baggage, unlike, for instance, with the United States.  But India and Japan also need to build a larger 

coalition if they are to balance China effectively. 

“India- EU relations are like a loveless arranged marriage “. Critically discuss. (250 

words) 
ISPI online 
Why this question: 
For long, the EU and India partnership had been slow-moving and fragmented, struggling to 
maintain momentum. Unfairly large emphasis was laid on foreign policy cooperation, but on many 
issues divisions far exceeded commonalities, leading to disappointment and an overall delusion in the 
potential of the partnership. Today, not only do the EU and India have a thriving commercial 
relationship and growing security collaboration, but both partners have developed greater depth in 
political cooperation internationally while exploring new and innovative areas for further broadening 
their partnership. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question wants us to express our knowledge and understanding about the India-EU relations, its 
evolution, the concerns and challenges and the way forward. 
Directive: 
Critically discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going 
through the details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons 
for both for and against arguments. When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, all you need 
to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair judgement. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Provide the Background of India-EU relations. 
India-EU relationship dates back to 1960s when India was the first country to establish relationship 
with European economic union which later evolved into common market -European union 
For more than a decade, the EU and India partnership had been slow-moving and fragmented, 
struggling to maintain momentum. India was acknowledged as a strategic partner in 2004. 
But fifteen years on there is still no mutually agreed set of clear priorities. The EU-India relationship 
fails to acknowledge each partner’s individual realities. 
Body: 
Discuss the following points: 
Brief summary if India EU relations 
Trade and Investment 
Energy Cooperation 
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Research and development 
And so on 
Concerns in India-EU relations 
India’s protectionism to automobile sector 
India’s Intellectual property regime with the provision of compulsory licensing and manufacture of 
generic medicine 
Domestic source obligation in the multi brand retail 
European Union’s heavily subsidised agro industry. This could hurt Indian farmers 
EU Import restriction: like ban on the import of mangoes from India 
Work visa restriction – movement of skilled professionals 
Way forward 
Conclusion: 
Based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
 

Introduction: 

India-EU relationship dates back to 1960s when India was the first country to establish relationship 

with European economic union which later evolved into common market -European union. For more 

than a decade, the EU and India partnership had been slow-moving and fragmented, struggling to 

maintain momentum. India was acknowledged as a strategic partner in 2004. But fifteen years on 

there is still no mutually agreed set of clear priorities. The EU-India relationship fails to acknowledge 

each partner’s individual realities. 

Body: 

Various facets of India-EU bilateral relations: 

 Trade and Investment: 

o The EU is India’s largest trading partner, accounting for 12.9% of India’s overall 

trade. Further the trade in services have almost tripled in last decade. 

o Overall, the EU is the second largest investor in India, with €70 billion of cumulative 

FDI from April 2000 to March 2017, accounting for almost one quarter of all 

investments flows into India. 

 EU and India remain close partners in the G20 and have developed a regular macroeconomic 

dialogue to exchange experience on economic policies and structural reforms. 

 Energy Cooperation: EU – India Clean Energy and Climate Partnership. 

 Research and Development: India, participates in international ITER fusion. India also 

participates in research and innovation funding programme ‘Horizon 2020’ 

 Environment and Water: The EU and India also cooperate closely on the Indian Clean Ganga 

initiative and deal with other water-related challenges in coordinated manner. 

 Migration and mobility: The EU-India Common Agenda on Migration and Mobility (CAMM) 

is a fundamental cooperation agreement between India and EU. 

 Development cooperation: Over €150 million worth of projects are currently ongoing in 

India. 
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Concerns in India- EU relations: 

 Poor outcomes of strategic summits: The relationship remained far too focused on set-

piece summits rather than fostering dynamic everyday linkages. Meetings, including 

summits, would be ritually cancelled and the paucity of high-level bilateral visits revealed a 

lack of political will. Unfairly large emphasis was laid on foreign policy cooperation, but on 

many issues divisions far exceeded commonalities, leading to disappointment and an overall 

delusion in the potential of the partnership. 

 EU ‘s concerns with India’s ‘human rights violations: India doesn’t take kindly to being 

lectured to on issues which she considers herself competent of handling. For example, India 

considers human rights violations as a domestic issue and would wish to handle it within 

India’s political space. EU’s insistence on including HR provisions into Free Trade Agreement 

has hampered trade between the two. 

 On multilateralism, EU-India interaction and coordination within UN bodies is not robust. 

 India’s bilateral relations with member countries: Given the lack of cohesion among the EU 

constituents on strategic issues, India prefers establishing bilateral relations rather than 

dealing with the EU as a whole. 

 The case of the two Italian marines being tried in India was manslaughter has become a 

festering wound. The EU’s stand on the issue is seen by many in India as a challenge to her 

sovereignty. 

 Dual use technology: EU’s reluctance to provide India with strategic dual use technology has 

pushed India into a closer huddle with the US and other European countries like France. 

India therefore, doesn’t see the EU as a reliable partner. 

 EU is characterised by over-institutionalized and over-bureaucratized, which makes it far less 

attractive as a bilateral partner as compared to less institutionalised regimes such as the 

ASEAN and SAARC. 

 EU has next to nothing to contribute to her energy demand or other principal security 

interests. 

 When it comes to India’s desire to find a permanent place on the UNSC, it is not the EU but 

the existing European permanent members, the UK and France, who bring more value to the 

table for India. 

 Finally, the on-going Eurozone crisis has greatly undermined India’s confidence in the EU. 

 Currently EU is the largest trading partner of India and account for 20% of India’s trade and a 

major source of FDI whereas India is the 9th largest trading partner. 

 Although trade remains the primary focus, negotiations for The free trade agreement 

(FTA) which was launched in 2007 is still being dragged due to the following reasons: 

o EU’s concerns: 

 India’s protectionism to automobile sector 

 India’s Intellectual property regime with the provision of compulsory 

licensing and manufacture of generic medicine 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 184 

 Domestic source obligation in the multi brand retail 

 Duty and tariff protection in areas of wine, spirits and dairy products 

 Civil nuclear energy generation legislation 

 Data Security: Based on current standard of protection to data in India the 

EU refused to grant the status of Data Secure Nation. Data secure nation 

needs to protect the important data related to innovation, research, 

individual details, IP etc. to be safeguarded. This affects High end business 

products specifically. European companies doing outsourcing business with 

countries not certified as data secure have to follow stringent contractual 

obligations that increase operating costs and affect competitiveness. 

 Vodafone case has threatened EU investors from entering India due to 

retrospective taxation measures. So such taxation is also acting as road 

block. 

o India’s concerns: 

 European Union’s heavily subsidised agro industry. This could hurt Indian 

farmers. 

 EU Import restriction: like ban on the import of mangoes from India 

 Work visa restriction – movement of skilled professionals 

 Technology transfer issues 

Way forward: 

 A framework addressing the above mentioned issues could go a long way in strengthening 

ties in light of India and EU’s affinities and common concerns such as increasing 

fundamentalism. 

 India EU FTA has a lot of road blocks but it is in benefit of each other. EU will gain market of 

1.2 billion whereas India will gain in terms of Technology, Investments from EU. 

 Both are needed to be pragmatic in approach while working on it in future. India’s share in 

services trade with EU can grow manifold. 

 Cheaper imports of European luxury items like cars, wine, European expertise in agriculture, 

infrastructure and urban management can augment Indian drive in make in India, Swachh 

Bharat Abhiyan & agricultural research. 

 The EU has capacitates to deal with issues like global governance, climate change and the 

2030 agenda for sustainable development. India must utilise this through bilateral dialogues 

and consultations. 

 Working on FTA and realising concrete results in other areas can make the India-EU 

partnership truly strategic. Deepen the strategic relations and go ahead with the long-term 

view on global and regional challenges, and a rule-based international order. 
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India-Israel ties has moved from hate to clandestine relations to strategic partnership. 

Elaborate. (250 words) 
Times Of India 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-israel-explore-
new-areas-of-cooperation-to-boost-financial-ties/articleshow/70549085.cms 
Why this question: 
Israel and India are exploring to open new vistas of partnership in the world of finance, including 
collaboration between market regulators and allowing Israeli investment in corporate bonds, taking 
advantage of a favourable climate in both countries. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must explain how has the bilateral relations between evolved from outright hate in 1950’s to 
strategic partnership today. Also discuss about how there is a co-operation today in various fields 
from agriculture to defence to science and technology. 
Directive word 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In a few introductory lines define the current bilateral relations between India and Israel. 
Body: 
Discuss the evolution of India-Israel bilateral relations from 1948 onwards. 
Trace the changes in trends of co-operation. 
How and why is there a shift? 
Discuss the various areas of co-operation. 
Talk about the significance of growing India-Israel strategic relations. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

Israel and India are exploring to open new vistas of partnership in the world of finance, including 

collaboration between market regulators and allowing Israeli investment in corporate bonds, taking 

advantage of a favourable climate in both countries. 

Body: 

Evolution of Relations between India and Israel: 

 Outright hate: 

o For two countries that came into being in the same year — 1947, though Israel 

formally became free in 1948 — and from the same colonial master, the British, 

India’s relations with the newly created nation bordered on outright hostility, with 

New Delhi voting against the creation of the State of Israel at the UN in 1947 and 

also against its admission to the UN in 1949. 

 Grudging acceptance: 

o In 1950, India recognised Israel as a separate country, allowing it to appoint an 

honorary consul in Mumbai — a local Jewish resident — in 1951. 
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o That was upgraded to a consulate in 1953, leading to a slow uptick in bilateral ties — 

most notably in 1956 when the Israeli foreign minister Moshe Sharett visited India in 

the backdrop of the Suez crisis. 

 Secret Alliance: 

o The 1962 India-China war was the first time that India reached out to Israel for help 

with arms and ammunition, with then Indian PM Jawaharlal Nehru writing to his 

Israeli counterpart Ben Gurion, who responded by sending ships loaded with 

weapons. 

o Even as the two nations publicly maintained distance — thanks to Tel Aviv’s pro-

Washington stance and India’s founding of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) in 

1961, which was a de facto pro-Soviet forum — Israel responded to India’s call for 

help in the 1971 war with Pakistan and the 1999 Kargil war. 

o Today, India is Israel’s largest weapons buyer while Israel is the second largest 

weapons supplier for India, after Russia. 

o Not just weapons, India’s spy agency RAW, established in 1968 during Indira 

Gandhi’s tenure as PM, actively collaborated with Mossad, the Israeli Intelligence 

agency. 

 The thaw: 

o It was in 1992, with P V Narasimha Rao as PM that India finally established 

diplomatic relations with Israel — with several factors contributing to the decision. 

o Chief among them were the crumbling of the Soviet Union and the start of the 

Israeli-Palestinian peace process in 1991, involving not just Tel Aviv and the PLO, led 

by Yasser Arafat, but also Arab countries like Syria, Jordan and Lebanon — both of 

which gave New Delhi the necessary leeway to correct its pro-Soviet and pro-Arab 

tilt in its global diplomacy. 

o India’s public stance against Israel was seemingly an economic and political necessity 

to keep the oil-rich West Asian nations and certain domestic political constituents 

happy — with Arafat reportedly ready to help Indira Gandhi rally Muslim votes in 

India in her favour. 

 Open season: 

o The first inkling that the tide had turned in Israel’s favour came in 2015 when India 

abstained from voting against Israel at the UN Human Rights Commission. 

o That was followed by the first ever visit of an Indian PM to Israel when Modi paid a 

three-day visit in 2017 — even though it did vote against the move by US to 

recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 

Areas of Co-operation: 

 Economic Relations: 

o Trade, technology and tourism are the three key areas in India-Israel economic 

relations. 
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o Over the last 25 years, bilateral trade has increased from $200 million to more than 

$4 billion (excluding defence) in 2016-17. 

o Given India’s large market and huge consumer base, the numbers are low compared 

to India’s economic relations with other countries. 

o Israel will invest $68.6 million to boost cooperation with India in areas like tourism, 

technology, agriculture and innovation over a period of four years. 

o The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) and its Israeli counterpart are 

exploring partnerships and the two sides are also focusing on cyber security 

collaboration to safeguard their financial markets 

 Defence Ties: 

o India already has robust defence ties with Israel which is expected to strengthen 

further. 

o India is the largest arms buyer from Israel; trade is to the tune of approximately 

$600 million. 

o If defence ties keep increasing at the same rate, Israel may replace Russia as India’s 

largest arms supplier. 

o Last year, India signed the biggest weapons deal in Israeli defence history, which is 

nearly $2 billion. 

o This will provide India with an advanced defence system of medium-range surface-

to-air missiles, launchers and communications technology. 

 Counter Terrorism and Cyber Security: 

o In counter terrorism, intelligence gathering and retaliation, Israel has an exceptional 

good record and India need to learn from Israel how they have been able to mount 

surgical strikes all over. 

o Both India and Israel are vulnerable to cyber-attack. Cyber security would be very 

important concern of all governments. 

 Water and Agriculture: 

o India and Israel are set to jointly develop new crop varieties and share post-harvest 

technologies following the success of the 10-year-old Indo-Israeli Agriculture Project 

(IIAP). 

o Israel has become one of the foremost technology superpowers in areas such as 

rainwater harvesting, use of oceanic water and using that for irrigation in the driest 

land. 

o Israel has mastered water conservation techniques and India can learn from it. 

o It helps India to face its water stressed condition. 

o Another area of potential cooperation is cleaning polluted rivers. 

Conclusion: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 188 

For too long, India has, under the guise of maintaining its strategic autonomy, shied away from 

explicit friendships in the international scenario. The India-Israel relationship must continue to 

expand. What just needs to be done away with is the normative posturing of the relationship which 

could potentially endanger India’s international relations and also its domestic situation. 

 

 

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests. 

In the background of the emerging uncertainty in global affairs discuss the need for 

closer collaboration between India and China. (250 Words) 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The article talks about the emerging uncertainty in global affairs and the need for closer 
collaboration between India and China. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must discuss the recent fundamental transformations in the global affairs and explain why India 
and China must look for closer collaborations. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief highlight the recent changes in global affairs. 
Body: 
The world today is undergoing a fundamental transformation and there are several facets to the 
emerging uncertainty. 
Traditional and non-traditional security threats (economic and military competition, climate change, 
piracy, radical ideology, cyber threats, drug and human trafficking, and energy and food security) 
have grown in magnitude. 
Power, whether economic, political or military, is fractured. There have been increasing multi polarity 
and the associated power struggles. There is less multilateralism but greater multi-polarity. Hedging 
and multi-alignment are the order of the day. 
Trade and technology are at the heart of a new round of competition and contestation. 
Nationalism and regionalism are on the rise and this threatens to disrupt global cooperation. 
Then move on to discuss Growing relevance of China and India Relations. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that there is enough room for all Asian countries to prosper together. An Asia of rivalry will 
hold back the region’s development. It is the Asia of cooperation that will shape the coming century 
of the world. 
Introduction: 

The world today is undergoing a fundamental transformation and there are several facets to the 

emerging uncertainty. Traditional and non-traditional security threats (economic and military 

competition, climate change, piracy, radical ideology, cyber threats, drug and human trafficking, and 

energy and food security) have grown in magnitude. Power, whether economic, political or military, 
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is fractured. Trade and technology are at the heart of a new round of competition and contestation. 

Nationalism and regionalism are on the rise. There is less multilateralism but greater multi-polarity. 

Hedging and multi-alignment are the order of the day. 

Body: 

Recent changes in global affairs: 

 All known paradigms are experiencing stress, which calls for readjustments. At the broadest 

level, the inadequacies of the post-World War II international institutions are showing up 

because of the complexities and uncertainties characterizing global politics and the economy 

today. 

 The old consensus is fraying and a new consensus is yet to emerge. 

 The liberal trading order has encountered protectionism in the form of tariff and non-tariff 

barriers, which explains why India’s service exports which touch $29.6 billion in the U.S. 

market, and pharma products, especially generic drugs, which account for 20% of global 

generic medicines, have barely been able to scratch the surface in the Chinese market. 

 Cheaper imports from China, which practices “state capitalism”, threaten domestic 

manufacturing in India. 

 There is a looming danger for developing countries on account of ‘zero-sum’ mercantilism 

and rising protectionism in western economies. There is no doubt that the U.S.-China trade 

war has been disruptive. 

 The momentum in manufacturing activity has weakened to levels unseen since the global 

financial crises. 

 Investor and business confidence even in emerging markets is at a low ebb. Low productivity 

growth and ageing demographics in advanced economies have further compounded the 

problem. 

 Key anchors in the global economy, including China, are experiencing a slowdown. 

Elsewhere, Europe is in the throes of a major readjustment in the context of Brexit. 

 Global engines of economic growth over the past three decades have shifted to Asia, first to 

the Asia-Pacific and now, more broadly, to the Indo-Pacific region that includes South Asia. 

 The continent, home to over half the global population, has emerged as the new fulcrum for 

geo-economic and geo-strategic realignments. High economic growth rates across the region 

are accompanied by some of the highest military expenditures in the world. 

Relevance of China and India Relations: 

 Both India and China are expected to contribute to global economic growth in the future. 

 India is also transforming into a knowledge-based, skill-supported and technology-driven 

society. 

 A liberal FDI regime combined with a youthful demographic profile makes India an attractive 

destination. India attaches great importance to its relations with China, a large trade partner 

in goods. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 190 

 Since 2015, there has been a spurt in Chinese FDI in India (at around $8 billion). 

 There is great scope for China to participate in flagship initiatives such as the ‘Smart Cities 

Mission’ and ‘Skill India’ programmes. 

 As the world’s second-largest economy, China can and must play a constructive role globally 

and within Asia to help the world return to higher growth rates. 

 As members of several multilateral institutions, India and China are in a unique position to 

give shape to their economic destinies. There are suggestions that the era of the World 

Trade Organization (WTO)-anchored, Most Favoured Nation (MFN)-based regime is drawing 

to a close and that the future lies in a web of free trade agreements. However, there is still 

scope for India and China to work together to strengthen the WTO. 

 Beyond jointly training Afghan diplomats under the “India-China plus One” framework, 

China and India could explore the potential to work together on Asian infrastructure and 

connectivity development on the basis of equality and an open and transparent model 

under the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). 

Need for India and China repair their ties: 

Strategic: 

 Better relationship between two countries will bring peace in the region and they can fight 

against terrorism and underdevelopment in the region. 

 China too faces the tune of infiltration and drug trafficking. So indulging in mutual 

intelligence sharing and cooperation is required for a more secured border 

 Keeping Pakistan under check and getting support for UNSC membership could happen if we 

have a more sustained and defined relationship with China. 

Economy: 

 With Global uncertainty, growing Protectionism and anti-Globalization trend, India and 

China, both beneficiary of liberal international order must work closely to sustain the same. 

 China has huge forex reserve and India needs foreign investment for projects like Make in 

India. 

 Both nations are members in NDB, AIIB, BRICS, BCIM etc. and hence good relations among 

them can bring economic prosperity 

Asian Emergence: 

 With Russian economy crumbling, India and China are two of the great powers who would 

have a greater to play. 

 Thus a cordial relationship is vital for holistic development of the region 

Terrorism 

 The two countries have a common interest in curbing religious radicalism and terrorism. 

 Kashmir and Xinjiang, both contiguous neighbors, have similar challenges posed by terrorism 

and separatist movements. 
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Way forward: 

 Regional disputes should be resolved through dialogue and consultation. 

 Maintaining close high-level exchanges. 

 The two sides can strengthen cooperation under the WTO framework, jointly safeguard the 

legitimate rights and interests of developing countries. 

 The two sides should speed up negotiations on the Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement (RCEP). 

 Increasing mutual investments and encouraging Indian companies to participate in China 

International Import Expo 

 Upgrading Nathula border trade port to make the pie of cooperation even bigger 

 India needs to suggest ways and means to prevent Pakistan from intruding in its relationship 

with China. 

 Both need to identify roadmaps to address the burgeoning trade deficit favoring China. 

 People to people contact, tracing the work of Chinese traveler Huen zang and Indian 

counterpart Kashyap Matenga in relation with Buddhism. 

 A strong India-China relationship is important not only for the mutual benefit of the people 

of India and China, but also for the region and the world. 

Conclusion: 

It must be remembered that Asia’s rise is predicated on peace and stability. It is a sad fact that a 

stable regional security architecture has yet to emerge organically in Asia. It is worth recalling what 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had stated at the Raisina Dialogue in 2017: that there is enough 

room for all Asian countries to prosper together, and that the Asia of rivalry will hold us all back. It 

is the Asia of cooperation that will shape this century. 

In the conditions of the current political crisis in Iraq, remark on India’s stakes in Iraq 

and comment on what should be India’s role in invigorating its bilateral connections 

with Iraq. (250 Words). 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The question is amidst the Political crisis currently witnessing Iraq. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must explain the situation in Iraq currently and discuss the associated concerns, explain the 
stakes India holds in Iraq and the role it should play. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief give a background of the political crisis the country is witnessing. 
Body: 
Trace the events over the timeline. 
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In the late 1970s, Iraq which was endowed with both oil and water, and a relatively modern citizenry, 
was doing well compared to other countries in the neighborhood. 
Ironically, since then, Iraq has endured four decades of near-ceaseless depredations with three 
‘Mother of All Battles’, economic sanctions, occupation, and existential duels with al Qaeda and the 
Islamic State (IS). 
Recently, it has been crippled by agitations led by youth railing against the lack of employment, 
decaying state of civic amenities, and foreign domination. 
On December 1, the Iraqi Parliament accepted the resignation of the Prime minister throwing the 
country into a fresh bout of political instability. 
Comment on the stakes that India holds in the region. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what can be done to overcome the crisis in the country while emphasizing on the role 
of India in it. 
 

Introduction:    

Iraq has been facing a political crisis since the last 2 decades and it has further degraded. This has led 

to protest movements by the citizens. The redeeming features of the protest movement have been 

its non-violence and inclusivity, despite Iraq being a sectarian, tribal society awash with weapons. 

Body: 

India-Iraq historical ties: 

 India and Iraq have historical and civilizational ties. Iraqi port of Basra was not only the 

market par excellence of the Indian merchandise including textiles, spices, food-grains and 

other commodities for the Arab world but also of the famous pearl trade that flourished 

mainly through the Indian traders and jewellers. 

 Indian soldiers and railway workers from British India had played major role in ensuring the 

security in this region during the colonial era and have left an imprint in the region that 

many Iraqis still proudly claim their Indian ethnic descent. 

 India and Iraq have even shared agricultural practices. 

Current political scenario in Iraq: 

 Iraq was considered the luckiest Arab country as it had both oil and water, a relatively 

modern citizenry, and a Ba’athist regime which, though authoritarian, was progressive and 

less corrupt. 

 Ironically, since then, Iraq has endured four decades of near ceaseless depredations with 

three ‘Mother of All Battles’, economic sanctions, occupation, and existential duels with al 

Qaeda and the Islamic State (IS). 

 Recently, it has been crippled by agitations led by youth railing against an inapt and corrupt 

leadership. 

 They are frustrated because of unemployment, decaying civic amenities, and foreign 

domination. 

 On December 1, the Iraqi Parliament accepted the resignation of the Prime Minister 

throwing the country into a fresh bout of political instability. 
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 In 2018, Iraq’s oil exports were $91 billion, or over $6 a day for each citizen. Yet, over 41% of 

population lived below the poverty line of $3.2/day. Two years after the defeat of the IS, 

millions of internally displaced Iraqis still await rehabilitation. 

India’s stakes in Iraq: 

 Energy Security: Iraq is India’s largest source of crude. A protracted instability in Iraq would 

result in oil price rise. 

 The direct bilateral trade of over $24 billion in 2018-19, Iraq is already a large market for 

India’s exports with sizeable potential for growth. 

 In the 1975-85 decade, Iraq was the biggest market for India’s project exports; its post-

conflict reconstruction requirement would be huge. 

 Additionally, India can also help Iraq in MSMEs, skill development, healthcare, education, 

and improved governance. 

 In terms of capacity building, India has annually been providing assistance to Iraq under the 

Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) programme to train officials of the 

Government of Iraq. 

 The Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOC) has provided training to the Iraqi oil officials in India 

in various subjects related to downstream oil sector. 

Way forward for India in the bilateral relations: 

 India would need to help Iraq avoid the worst-case scenario. 

 India needs to hold Iraq’s hand to foster political reforms and help create credible and 

effective socio-political institutions. 

 Over the past 70 years, India has created such institutions suited for a multi-ethnic 

developing society. This makes it compatible to partner with Iraq. 

 India’s millennia-long civilisational ties with Mesopotamia give it a tradition of goodwill with 

all sections of Iraqi society. 

 This legacy needs to be leveraged not only to help transform Iraq, but also revitalise India’s 

bilateral ties with this friendly country in the extended neighbourhood. 

India-Australia have in recent worked for the Logistics Support Agreement, a key 

agreement for both the countries. In this context, comment on the relations between 

India and Australia. (250 words) 
Indian Express 
Why this question: 
Recently India and Australia moved closer to closing in on the Logistics Support Agreement (LSA), as 
the Foreign and Defence Secretaries from both countries met in New Delhi. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must bring out the bilateral aspects of India and Australia with special focus on the recently 
agreed Logistics Support Agreement (LSA). 
Directive: 
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Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief narrate the key takeaways of Logistics Support Agreement (LSA). 
Body: 
The LSA is one of key agenda points between India and Australia as it will allow the two countries to 
use each other’s military bases for logistical support which includes food, water, and petroleum. 
Discuss the bilateral aspects between the two countries. 
What are the common concerns of the two? – India and Australia share a common concern that is 
China and its growing influence. While Australia is worried about the Chinese activities in the Pacific 
Ocean, India has concerns over its increasing activities and influence in the Indian Ocean. 
Discuss the trust factor between the two countries. 
Explain other key aspects that need focus. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction:   

India and Australia has shared a cordial relation with each other since a very long time and has 

witnessed an increased commitment in recent past. Multiple engagement in fields such as bilateral 

trade, strategic relations, student exchange programs, similar commitments towards sustainable 

development has made this relationship all the more dynamic. As the global momentum is markedly 

shifting towards the Indo-Pacific region it becomes imperative for both the nations to stand in 

unison and provide the stability the region desires owing to the over-indulging nature of China. 

Recently, India and Australia moved closer to closing in on the Logistics Support Agreement (LSA). 

Body: 

Logistics Support Agreement (LSA): 

 The LSA will be one of the key agenda points during Prime Minister Morrison’s visit. 

 The Agreement will allow the two countries to use each other’s military bases for logistics 

support, including food, water, and petroleum. 

 During their meeting on Monday, the two sides carried out a comprehensive review of their 

strategic engagement and the regional security scenario, which is continuously evolving 

given China’s military expansion and economic influence. 

India-Australia bilateral relations: 

Economic and trade relationship: 

 The India-Australia economic relationship has grown significantly in recent years. India’s 

growing economic profile and commercial relevance to the Australian economy is 

recognized, both at the federal and state level in Australia. 

 India’s exports to Australia stood approximately at US$ 4.6 billion (A$6.1 bn) in 2016 while 

India’s import from Australia during the same period stood at US$ 11 billion (A$14.6 bn). 
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 India’s main exports to Australia are Passenger Motor Vehicle & machinery, Pearls, Gems 

and Jewellery, Medicaments and Refined Petroleum while India’s major imports are Coal, 

Non-monetary Gold, Copper, Wool, Fertilizers and Education related services. 

 India-Australia also has a Joint Ministerial Commission (JMC) which was established in 1989 

to enable interaction at a government and business level on a broad range of trade and 

investment related issues. 

 The two countries are currently discussing a Comprehensive Economic Cooperation 

Agreement (CECA) which will provide greater market access to exporters of goods and 

services. The two sides have exchanged their goods and services offer lists. 

Strategic: 

The Quad: 

 The informal strategic Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD) that was initiated by Japan’s 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007 was largely in response to China’s growing power and 

influence. 

 For Australia in 2007 therefore, to begin embroiling itself in any emerging military alliance 

with Japan against China, in the absence of any formal reconciliation between Tokyo and 

Beijing over the events of the Second World War (Nanking Massacre), was incompatible with 

our long-term national interests. 

 However, Australia later rejoined the dialogue in 2017 on the sidelines of the ASEAN 

Summit, signalling a re-ignition in Australia’s interest in the dialogue. 

Defence relation: 

 India–Australia both borders the Indian Ocean and has a shared interest in the maintenance 

of freedom of navigation and trade. 

 Australia recognises India’s critical role in supporting security, stability and prosperity of the 

Indian Ocean region. Australia and India are committed to working together to enhance 

maritime cooperation and has a formal bilateral naval exercise (AUSINDEX) since 2015. 

 From 2016-18, the armies of the countries conducted a joint military exercise dubbed 

“AUSTRA HIND”. 

Civil Nuclear Co-Operation: 

 A Civil Nuclear Cooperation Agreement was signed in September 2014 which came into 

force in November 2015 and provides the framework for substantial new trade in energy 

between Australia and India. 

 The deal ensures that Uranium mining companies of Australia can supply Australian uranium 

to India for civil use with confidence that exports would not be hindered by domestic legal 

action challenging the consistency of the safeguards applied by the IAEA in India and 

Australia’s international non-proliferation obligations. 

 It also ensures that any future bilateral trade in other nuclear-related material or items for 

civil use will also be protected. 
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Consular Cooperation 

 India and Australia signed The Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty (MLAT) and the Extradition 

Treaty in June 2008, which has been ratified by both the Governments, and has come into 

force since January 2011. 

Possible areas of Cooperation 

 Water: Australia and India face some similar challenges in water resources management, 

particularly in managing over-allocation and water quality, while balancing the water needs 

of the community, industry and maintaining system flows. Both the nations can come 

together in finding a novel solution to this common problem. 

 Energy: Meeting the energy needs of 240 million people, which currently lack access to 

electricity, is a key priority for India. Australia is a natural partner for India in the energy 

sector as it is a world leader in energy and the sector contributes around 10% to Australia’s 

GDP. 

 Science and Technology: India and Australia have a strong track record of collaborating in 

research and innovation. The $84 million Australia-India Strategic Research Fund (AISRF) is 

Australia’s largest. 

Challenges: 

 The region faces a range of traditional security challenges that relate to issues of trust in the 

form of China which has emerged as a regional power and has little faith in rule based order. 

 There are also a growing number of non-traditional and trans-boundary security challenges, 

including terrorism, natural disasters and pandemics. 

 Also, India faces unfavourable trade with Australia and despite opening talks for a 

comprehensive economic cooperation agreement in 2011, the agreement which would have 

significantly lowered the trade balance in favour of India, has remained elusive. 

Way Forward: 

 The India-Australia bilateral relationship has been largely a case of “one step forward, two 

steps back” — though one witnesses a positive shift in relations since 2014 — after a gap of 

28 years. 

 India no longer sees Australia at the periphery of India’s vision but at the centre of its 

thoughts. 

 The opportunity as well as challenge is that the two nations are at very different levels of 

development. There can be converging and diverging interests. 

 Therefore, the future must be woven around the three pillars, which are economic 

relationship, geostrategic congruence and people-to-people ties, and the glue that can bind 

this is a sustained momentum. 
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India is amongst those nations which have neither signed nor acceded to the Rome 

Statute of the International Criminal Court. In this context discuss the chief 

apprehensions of India with respect to the statute and functioning of International 

Criminal Court. (250 words) 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The question is amidst the recent International Criminal Court’s probe into the alleged war crimes in 
Palestinian territories. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must analyse the relevance of Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and the concerns 
that India has with its functioning. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In brief explain what Rome Statute is. 
Body: 
The ICC began functioning on 1 July 2002, the date that the Rome Statute entered into force. The 
Rome Statute is a multilateral treaty that serves as the ICC’s foundational and governing document. 
The states parties to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court are those sovereign states 
that have ratified or have otherwise become a party to, the Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court. 
The ICC can prosecute only those individuals for war crimes who are nationals of states parties or 
who have committed the alleged crime in the territory of states parties. 
Explain India’s stand with respect to it – The government of India has consistently opposed the Court. 
It abstained in the vote adopting the statute in 1998, saying it objected to the broad definition 
adopted of crimes against humanity; the rights given to the UN Security Council to refer and delay 
investigations and bind non-states parties; and the use of nuclear weapons and other weapons of 
mass destruction not being explicitly criminalized. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what should be the way forward and suggest solutions to the issue. 
 

Introduction:    

ICC is an intergovernmental organization and international tribunal that has the jurisdiction to 

prosecute individuals for the international crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity, and war 

crimes. The Rome Statute is a multilateral treaty which serves as the ICC’s foundational and 

governing document. It is the first permanent, treaty based, international criminal court established 

to help end impunity for the perpetrators of the most serious crimes of concern to the international 

community. The International Criminal Court (ICC), located in The Hague, is the court of last resort 

for prosecution of genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. 

Body: 

Recently, ICC wanted to open a full investigation into alleged war crimes in the Palestinian 

territories, sparking a furious reaction from Israel and condemnation from the U.S. 

Apprehensions of India w.r.t. ICC: 
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 Made the ICC subordinate to the UN Security Council, and thus in effect to its permanent 

members, and their political interference, by providing it the power to refer cases to the ICC 

and the power to block ICC proceedings. 

 Provided the extraordinary power to the UN Security Council to bind non-States Parties to 

the ICC; this violates a fundamental principle of the Vienna Convention on the Law of 

Treaties that no state can be forced to accede to a treaty or be bound by the provisions of a 

treaty it has not accepted. 

 Blurred the legal distinction between normative customary law and treaty obligations, 

particularly in respect of the definitions of crimes against humanity and their applicability to 

internal conflicts, placing countries in a position of being forced to acquiesce through the 

Rome Statutes to provisions of international treaties they have not yet accepted. 

 Permitted no reservations or opt-out provisions to enable countries to safeguard their 

interests if placed in the above situation 

 Inappropriately vested wide competence and powers to initiate investigations and trigger 

jurisdiction of the ICC in the hands of an individual prosecutor 

 Refused to designate of the use of nuclear weapons and terrorism among crimes within the 

purview of the ICC, as proposed by India 

 Indian leaders were implacably opposed to allowing any possibility of Indian civilian and 

military commanders being indicted abroad by an overzealous or politically motivated ICC 

prosecutor for alleged crimes committed in the course of performing their duties. 

Other criticisms of ICC: 

 As a judicial institution, the ICC does not have its own police force or enforcement body; 

thus, it relies on cooperation with countries worldwide for support, particularly for making 

arrests, transferring arrested persons to the ICC detention centre in The Hague, freezing 

suspects’ assets, and enforcing sentences. 

 This State cooperation is problematic for several reasons. It means that the ICC acts 

inconsistently in its selection of cases, is prevented from taking on hard cases and loses 

legitimacy. 

 It also gives the ICC less deterrent value, as potential perpetrators of war crimes know that 

they can avoid ICC judgment by taking over government and refusing to cooperate. 

 There is insufficient checks and balances on the authority of the ICC prosecutor and judges. 

 ICC has been accused of being a tool of Western imperialism and biased in favour of 

powerful countries against weak states. 

 ICC cannot impose a death sentence; it can impose lengthy terms of imprisonment of up to 

30 years or life when so justified by the gravity of the cases. 

 The ICC court has no retrospective jurisdiction as it can deal only with crimes committed 

after 1 July 2002 when the 1998 Rome Statute came into force. 
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 ICC has automatic jurisdiction only for crimes committed on the territory of a state which 

has ratified the treaty; or by a citizen of such a state; or when the United Nations Security 

Council refers a case to it. 

 Procedural and substantive deficiencies leading to delays and frustration, have questioned 

the efficacy of the court. 

 It also faces scarcity of human resources and funds. 

Way forward: 

 The ICC is here to stay as an increasingly central institution in the international legal 

architecture to combat massive human rights violations which could affect peace and 

security. 

 Even if India is not ready to join, it should move towards a posture of constructive 

engagement with the ICC. 

 Concerns about Indian leaders/military commanders being prosecuted by the ICC if India 

joined are highly exaggerated 

 ICC jurisdiction over India under the UNSC referral process would be theoretically possible 

whether or not India joins the ICC, but highly unlikely in practice. 

 India should immediately ensure substantive and effective participation in ICC deliberative 

and negotiating bodies which it is entitled to attend as an observer. 

India and Iran can make huge strides in furthering their bilateral relations beyond the 

Chabahar port. Comment. (250 words) 
Economic Times 
Why this question: 
The question is in the backdrop of meeting of the 19th India-Iran joint commission. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must explain the possible arenas where in India and Iran can explore and expand their bilateral 
relations. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In first explain the context of Chabahar port. 
Body: 
Briefly discuss the context and background of the question – Iran had expressed that it was 
disappointed that India had stopped all oil imports from Iran following the sanctions by the United 
States. Iran’s Ambassador Ali Chegeni had earlier suggested that India’s adherence to U.S. sanctions 
was also affecting Chabahar port development plans. Recently, a senior U.S. official made it clear 
that it would continue its “narrow exemption” to India to develop the Chabahar port, recognizing its 
role as “as a lifeline to Afghanistan in terms for India to be able to export humanitarian supplies and 
potentially helping Afghanistan diversify its export opportunities.” Subsequently, diplomats from 
India, Iran and Afghanistan met in Delhi and discussed several new initiatives for the trilateral project 
at Chabahar. 
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Then discuss the areas that the two countries can indulge into; comment upon the significance of the 
historical relations between the two. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction:     

India-Iran relations span millennia marked by meaningful interactions. The two countries shared a 

border till 1947 and share several common features in their language, culture and traditions. Indian 

subcontinent and the Persian Gulf have strong commercial, energy, cultural and people-to-people 

links. The Chahbahar port — jointly being developed by India, Iran and Afghanistan — is considered 

a gateway to golden opportunities for trade with central Asian nations by the three countries. 

Body: 

Importance of Chahbahar to India: 

 India has already committed about $85 million to Chahbahar development with plans for a 

total of $500 million on the port, while a railway line to Afghanistan could cost as much as 

$1.6 billion. 

 The Chahbahar port, being developed by India in Iran is strategically important to India for a 

variety of reasons. 

 India’s moves over the last few years to develop berths at the Shahid Beheshti port in 

Chahbahar was a key part of its plans to circumvent Pakistan’s blocks on trade with 

Afghanistan. 

 India decided to set up plants in sectors such as fertilizers, petrochemicals and metallurgy in 

Chahbahar Free Trade Zone (FTZ). 

 This will promote India’s energy security while providing financial resources and 

employment opportunities to Iran. 

Importance of Iran ties beyond Chahbahar port: 

 Energy security: 

o Iran is the third largest supplier of crude oil to India. It has also the world’s second-

largest reserves of natural gas which could be well leveraged by India. 

 Connectivity: 

o INSTC: 

o Iran is the key link to provide connectivity to Central Asia and Europe, via the 

International North South Transport Corridor (INSTC). 

o Beyond Chahbahar, India has been a founder of the International North South 

Transport Corridor (INSTC) since it was ratified in 2002. 

o It starts from Iran and aims to cut right across Central Asia to Russia over a 7,200-km 

multi-mode network, cutting down transportation and time taken by trade by about 

30%. 
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o India is constructing a 560-mile-long railway line linking the Iranian port with the 

Hajigak in southern Afghanistan which is close to Zaranj-Delaram Highway. 

 Trade and investment: 

o Discussions on the exploitation of Farzad B gas field are underway. 

o India has been actively pursuing the Iran–Pakistan–India (IPI) gas pipeline project. 

o Iran is a big market for India’s agro-products, software services, automobiles, 

petrochemical products among others, here the scale could be substantially 

increased. Crucially, Iran has consistently offered India very favourable terms, 

including non-dollar oil sales. 

 Geopolitical: 

o Iran is a major player in securing stability in the overall West Asian region, especially 

with respect to India to maintain a balance between Shia-Sunni conflict and Arab-

Israel conflict. 

o India aspires to become a net security provider in the Indian Ocean region where 

Iran is a major stake holder. 

o Iran is also important in countering the string of pearls expansion of China in the 

Indian Ocean. 

 Terrorism: 

o Iran is an important player in fighting global terror groups such as Al-Qaeda, ISIS, 

Taliban among others. 

o Moreover, Iran can also play a major role in dealing with other organized crimes 

such as drug trafficking, arms dealing etc. 

 Rules-based order: 

o India has long been a proponent of a “rules-based order” that depends on 

multilateral consensus and an adherence to commitments made by countries on the 

international stage. 

o By walking out of the JCPOA, the U.S. government has overturned the precept that 

such international agreements are made by “States” not just with prevailing 

governments or regimes 

Way Forward: 

 Maintain India’s strategic autonomy: It’s high time that India strategically aligns with both 

countries on an autonomous and need based approach. For this, India has to take bold 

steps. As a leading power it cannot buckle under pressure of any country. 

 Alternate payment mode: Short term course can be developing alternate mode of payment 

to Iran and promoting flexibility in investment mode. 

 Carrying out high level talks with US about the security and strategic concerns of India vis-à-

vis China. 
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 The near-term developments in its neighbourhood are a priority for Tehran even as India 

tries to find a balance with his stated preference to develop closer ties with both the U.S. 

and Israel. 

 India and Iran are looking to swiftly conclude a preferential trade agreement and a bilateral 

investment treaty. 

 Newly relaxed visa norms announced by Iran in addition to India’s proposal for Indian 

businesses to invest in rupees in Iran are all moves in the right direction. 

 Nonetheless, they may be insufficient to cement commercial ties if USA sanctions do return. 

 India should give its full support for the effective implementation of the JCPOA. Only 

successful implementation of the JCPOA over a period of time can create the political space 

for additional negotiations. 

 Both the nations can take leverage of their historical and civilizational relations to steer ties 

so much. The visit proved to be a much-needed reality check to the India-Iran partnership. 

Conclusion: 

The engagement with Iran has to be fastened and the work on various Indian projects in Iran has to 

speed up. The engagement with Iran has to be moved to a partnership level. India also needs to 

develop a comprehensive energy policy to arrest its west Asian energy dependence. As India has 

learnt the art of de-hyphenation, its time it brings a consistent and autonomous Iran policy. 

While the descent of the WTO Appellate Body represents a turbulent period in the 

history of trade disputes adjudication, it by no means spells the end of the WTO. 

Evaluate. (250 words) 

The Hindu 
Why this question: 
The article provides for a detailed analysis of the weakening of the World Trade Organization 
Appellate Body and the after effects. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss the importance of WTO from past to present, explain the challenges currently facing it and 
provide for suggestions as to what needs to be done revive the ailing position of the trade body. 
Directive: 
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth 
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by tracing the significant role that the WTO Appellate Body has played in the past. 
Body: 
Provide briefly a background with details such as – The Appellate Body was set up in 1995 as a 
“safety valve” against erroneous panel reports in return for the members agreeing to adopt reports 
using the “reverse consensus” rule in lieu of the “positive consensus” rule. 
Under the erstwhile positive consensus rule, reports issued by panels composed to hear disputes 
under GATT could be adopted only if each of the contracting states favored its adoption. This 
effectively handed a veto to the losing state etc. 
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Explain in what way the weakening of the Appellate Body has struck a blow to the rule of law in the 
realm of world trade. 
Discuss the possible alternatives to circumscribe the posed challenges. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that although the fall of the WTO Appellate Body represents a turbulent period in the 
history of trade disputes adjudication, it by no means spells the end of the WTO. It presents an 
opportunity to the members to rethink and “iron out some of the creases” with the present system. 
Introduction:    

The World Trade Organization remains an indispensable organisation but it requires urgent 

modernisation. WTO appellate body has become dysfunctional as two of the three remaining judges 

has retired. The US has stalled appointments of members in the appellate body of WTO’s dispute 

settlement system. Presently, there was only one active Appellate Body member left. This makes the 

appeals process of the WTO dysfunctional, given that a minimum of three Appellate Body members 

are needed to consider an appeal of a panel report. 

Body: 

WTO Appellate Body: 

 The Appellate Body was set up in 1995 as a “safety valve” against erroneous panel reports in 

return for the membership agreeing to adopt reports using the “reverse consensus” rule in 

lieu of the “positive consensus” rule. 

 This Appellate body was established under Article 17 of the Understanding on Rules and 

Procedures Governing the Settlement of Disputes (DSU). The Appellate Body has its seat in 

Geneva, Switzerland. 

 Under the erstwhile positive consensus rule, reports issued by panels composed to hear 

disputes under GATT, could be adopted only if each of the contracting states favoured its 

adoption. This effectively handed a veto to the losing state. 

 It is a standing body of seven persons that hears appeals from reports issued by panels in 

disputes brought by WTO Members. 

 The Appellate Body can uphold, modify or reverse the legal findings and conclusions of a 

panel. 

 Appellate Body Reports once adopted by the Dispute Settlement Body (DSB), must be 

accepted by the parties to the dispute. 
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Challenges faced by WTO: 

 Dispute settlement cases continue to be filed for the time being and are being litigated. A 

civil dialogue over trade issues persists. 

 Technical functioning is now wholly inadequate to meet the major challenges to the 

strategic relevance of the WTO in the 21st century. In critical areas, the organisation has 

neither responded, nor adapted, nor delivered. 

 Dimensions of its structures and functions are fragile, creaking, and failing in parts. 

 Functioning of state enterprises engaging in commercial activities is interfering with and 

distorting the operative assumption of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 

(GATT)/WTO that international trade is to be conducted, principally, by private sector 

operators in response to conditions of supply and demand through price in a market 

economy. 

 Many WTO members bear responsibility for the use of trade-distorting domestic subsidies. 

Agricultural and industrial subsidies have caused blockages in the system and prompted 

protectionist reactions in a number of WTO members. 

 Blockage and deadlock in the Appellate Body stage of the WTO dispute settlement system 

triggered the present crisis. 

 The WTO lost the critical balance between the organisation as an institution established to 

support, consolidate, and bind economic reform to counter damaging protectionism, on the 

one hand, and the organisation as an institution for litigation-based dispute settlement, on 

the other hand. 

 For years now, the multilateral system for the settlement of trade dispute has been under 

intense scrutiny and constant criticism. The U.S. has systematically blocked the 

appointment of new Appellate Body members (“judges”) and de facto impeded the work of 

the WTO appeal mechanism. 

Consequences of fall of Appellate Body: 

 The fall of the Appellate Body effectively marks a return to the previous system as it hands 

states an opportunity to appeal an adverse panel ruling and effectively indefinitely delay its 

adoption. 

 The majority of the disputes at the WTO concern trade remedy matters. 

 In such matters, if a state violates the rules, for example those concerning dumping of goods 

or grant of subsidies, affected states can without recourse to the WTO, adopt 

countermeasures such as imposition of anti-dumping and countervailing duties. 

 The dispute resolution mechanism primarily aims to police the adoption of such 

countermeasures, namely whether they were warranted and otherwise imposed 

consistently with the rules. 

 While the fall of the Appellate Body may see the adoption of more unilateral sanctions by 

states, possibly leading to increased trade wars, it will not render the WTO rules 

unenforceable. 
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 The threat of reciprocal sanctions may in fact serve to encourage states to remain compliant 

with the rules even in the absence of a functional Appellate Body at the helm of the dispute 

mechanism. 

Measures to revive WTO: 

 A vibrant WTO cannot accommodate conflicting economic models of market versus state. All 

WTO members will have to accept the operative assumption of a rules-based order steered 

by a market economy, the private sector, and competition. 

 Launch negotiations to address the intertwined issues of agricultural subsidies and market 

access, while recognising that food security concerns will not disappear. 

 A credible trading system requires a dispute settlement system that is accepted by all. 

 Launch serious negotiations to restore the balance, and we must do so in an open-ended 

plurilateral manner that cannot be blocked by those who do not want to move ahead. 

 GATT/WTO rules in a number of areas are outdated. New rules are required to keep pace 

with changes in the market and technology. Rules and disciplines on topics ranging from 

trade-distorting industrial subsidies to digital trade require updates. 

Conclusion: 

Members have to face the reality that the organisation requires non-cosmetic, serious root-and-

branch reform for a WTO adapted to 21st century economic and political realities. A reformed WTO 

will have to be constructed on the foundation of liberal multilateralism, resting on open, non-

discriminatory plurilateral pillars, an improved Appellate Body, explicit accommodation of 

regional trade agreements, and appropriate safety valves for rules-based sovereign action. A 

reaffirmed commitment to the rules-based liberal market order with a development dimension 

must be the foundational starting point. 

Russia is looking forward to India concluding a new Free Trade Agreement with the 

Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), in this context discuss the prospects that India can 

have going forward with EAEU. (250 words) 
The Hindu 
Why this question: 
Russia is looking forward to India concluding a new Free Trade Agreement with the Eurasian 
Economic Union (EAEU).Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss the importance of EAEU, the prospects it holds for India with Russia wanting India to 
participate and contribute to the grouping through FTAs. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In first, discuss what EAEU is. 
Body: 
Discuss briefly about EAEU – 
The Eurasian Economic Union is an international organization for regional economic integration. 
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It was established in 2015 by the Treaty of the Eurasian Economic Union. 
The EAEU provides for free movement of goods, services, capital and labor, pursues coordinated, 
harmonized and single policy in the sectors determined by the Treaty and international agreements 
within the Union. 
The Member-States of the Eurasian Economic Union are the Republic of Armenia, the Republic of 
Belarus, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic and the Russian Federation. 
The Union is being created to comprehensively upgrade, raise the competitiveness of and 
cooperation between the national economies, and to promote stable development in order to raise 
the living standards of the nations of the Member-States. 
Discuss its importance for India and relevance to the Eurasian economies. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

The Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) is an international organization for regional economic 

integration that came into existence on 1st January 2015. It provides for free movement of goods, 

services, capital, and labor within its borders. It pursues, coordinates, & harmonizes the policies in 

the sectors determined by the Treaty and international agreements within the Union. It has 

international legal personality and is established by the Treaty on the Eurasian Economic Union. 

Body: 

 

Russia is looking forward to India concluding a new Free Trade Agreement with the Eurasian 

Economic Union (EAEU). 
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India and EAEU: 

  India is in the top twenty of the major Union trade partners and takes the 18th place in 

imports to the EAEU and the 15th place in exports from the EAEU. 

 In 2017 as compared to 2016, the trade turnover between India and the EAEU increased by 

23%, from 8.8 billion US dollars to 10.8 billion US dollars. 

 The EAEU trade balance with India is positive. 

 The first quarter of 2018 saw the same high rates of growth in trade. In 2017, volume of 

exports to India increased by 25.1% and amounted to 7.5 billion US dollars. 

 The EAEU Member States supply to India crude oil (21.8% of exports), mineral and chemical 

fertilizers (5.8%), hard coal (3.4%), paper (2.7%), petroleum products (2.5%), turbojet 

engines (2.5%), industrial or laboratory equipment (2.1%), and other goods. 

 The volume of the EAEU imports from India increased by 18.4% and reached 3.3 billion US 

dollars in 2017. 

 In 2017, the EAEU mainly imported from India such products as pharmaceuticals (20.7% of 

imports), mechanical equipment (8.1%), organic chemical compounds (6.4%), tea and coffee 

(5.7%), electrical equipment (4.3%). 

Potential of EAEU: 

  The Eurasian Economic Union has an integrated single market of 180 million people and a 

gross domestic product of over Int$5 trillion. 

 The EAEU encourages the free movement of goods, services and provides for common 

policies in the macroeconomic sphere, transport, industry and agriculture, energy, foreign 

trade and investment, customs, technical regulation, competition and antitrust regulation. 

 Provisions for a single currency and greater integration are envisioned in future. 

 The union operates through supranational and intergovernmental institutions. 

Prospects for India can have by FTA with EAEU: 

  Both Moscow and Delhi were going to reach a new level of security partnership by 

increasing oil and natural gas supplies through “long-term arrangements”. 

 For the EAEU Member States India is, first and foremost, a new large market. 

 As for agricultural products, it concerns mainly grains, oils, vegetables, drinks including 

mineral water. 

 In industrial area there are fertilizers, machines, equipment, vehicles, products of 

mechanical engineering, salt, chemicals, rubber, plastics, steel and wood products. 

 India, in its turn, has potential capacity to increase its export of agricultural, food and textile 

products, including ready-made clothes, as well as chemical, pharmaceutical and other 

products. 

 In addition, India is interested in advanced technologies, for instance, aircraft engineering, 

shipbuilding, metallurgical engineering, chemical industry or in creating “smart cities”. 
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 India and the Union Member States could implement joint projects in metallurgy, 

engineering, information technology, services and pharmaceuticals, jewelry industry, etc. 

 Trade turnover between the parties can grow up by 30-40% from the current level 

depending on the depth of tariff liberalization. 

 The total increase in the EAEU countries’ GDP can reach about $ 1.4 billion in the short term 

and $ 2.7 billion in the long term. 

 Liberalization of the current trade regime will help to increase India’s GDP by more than 3%. 

Current evaluations seem to be quite ambitious. 

 If we attain even part of these objectives, it will become a major step forward for our 

economies. 

Conclusion: 

India has strategic partnerships with each of the members of EAEU. Thus, EAEU is of considerable 

interest for India in the view of investment. 

Governments recent decisions have affected India’s international standing amidst such 

circumstances do you think India stands the risk of isolation? Analyse. (250 words) 
Business Standard  
Why this question: 
The article presents a critical analysis of recent government actions and policies that have created a 
sense of fear and isolation. 
Key demand of the question: 
Provide for a detailed analysis of recent govt. policies taken by the govt and in what way they pose a 
risk to the govt. 
Directive: 
analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Highlight the key issues ongoing in the country. 
Body: 
Explain the following aspects in detail – 
It is a truism of international relations that rising powers, such as India, should seek out friends and 
allies on their periphery and maintain relations further afield that are of long-term benefit to their 
economic rise. 
For example, amid the widespread protests over the combination of the National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) and the Citizenship Act amendment, some implications need to be borne in mind for India’s 
international relations. Bangladesh has been India’s most stalwart partner in the neighborhood. Co-
operation on security and extremism reached new heights, and the economic relationship has also 
developed. 
But NRC problem has been compounded by the citizenship amendment law, which implies in its text 
and motivation that Bangladesh is not a secular country. This is seen as deeply offensive in 
Bangladesh, which has had divisive discussions about its identity before reaffirming its constitutional 
secularism. 
Domestic political concerns may have also played a part in India’s decision to stay out of the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership. 
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Recent actions, including the internet shutdown in Kashmir, have depleted that store of capital. The 
sharp growth slowdown means that India is a less attractive partner, and the actions taken against 
foreign companies operating on Indian soil, including changing the rules of the game at the last 
minute to benefit domestic players, reduce the number of advocates for New Delhi abroad. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what needs to be done to address these challenges. 
 

Introduction: 

Amid the widespread protests over the combination of the National Register of Citizens (NRC) and 

the Citizenship Act amendment, some implications need to be borne in mind for India’s international 

relations. Maintaining internal solidarity is also of importance — and internal politics should, by and 

large, not be allowed to spill out into foreign policy stances and actions that do not benefit the 

national interest viewed most broadly 

Body: 

India internal politics and impacts on Foreign policy: 

 It is a truism of international relations that rising powers, such as India, should seek out 

friends and allies on their periphery and maintain relations further afield that are of long-

term benefit to their economic rise. 

 Bangladesh being India’s most stalwart partner in the neighbourhood and Co-operation on 

security and extremism reaching new heights and consequent development of the economic 

relationship. 

 Despite this, Dhaka, quite understandably, wants to be left out of the burgeoning NRC crisis 

in India 

 Although public assurances have been conveyed to the Bangladesh government that the 

NRC is viewed as strictly an internal legal matter for India, there was some resistance to a 

joint official statement of this fact. 

 On a gamut of issues, from the Teesta water-sharing onward, India has under-delivered to its 

neighbour. 

 Domestic political concerns may have also played a part in India’s decision to stay out of the 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership. 

 Recent actions, including the internet shutdown in Kashmir, have depleted that store of 

capital. 

 The sharp growth slowdown means that India is a less attractive partner, and the actions 

taken against foreign companies operating on Indian soil, including changing the rules of the 

game at the last minute to benefit domestic players, reduce the number of advocates for 

New Delhi abroad. 

 The possibility of large detention camps for those identified under the NRC, which, thanks to 

the Citizenship Act, will be primarily of one religion — and the protests as well as the police’s 

harsh response against students in well-known institutions — have further hurt India’s 

international standing. 
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Conclusion: 

 Currently, India’s position internationally is not so secure that it can afford to offend its friends. It 

would be unwise to alienate the neighbours for short-term domestic political ends. India must 

proactively reach out to the neighbours in ascertaining them of healthy relations and non-impact of 

internal politics on foreign policy. 

 

Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. 

Refugee situations continue to increase in scope, scale, and complexity in the “decade 

of displacement”. In light of this statement, the Global Refugee Forum is an opportunity 

to translate the principle of international responsibility-sharing into concrete action. 

Discuss (250 words) 
Indian Express 
Unhcr 
Why this question: 
The first Global Refugee Forum comes at the end of a tumultuous decade in which the number of 
refugees has risen to over 25 million people worldwide. The Forum will showcase impactful pledges 
and contributions and the exchange of good practices. At the two-day event, member states of the 
United Nations (UN) are debating the response of nations to the global refugee situation. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question wants us to write in detail about the Global refugee crisis and how the Global Refugee 
Forum can help in international responsibility sharing and help reduce the refugee crisis. 
Directive word: 
Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
write a few introductory lines about the Global refugee crisis and increasing number of refugees. 
Mention about the Global Refugee forum which was underway in Geneva with UN members in 
participation. 
Body: 
Firstly, throw light on how the refugee crisis in on the rise across the globe. 
According to the UN, by the end of 2018, there were around 70.8 million people around the world 
who had left their home countries because of conflict and persecution. 
Of these 70.8 million, roughly 30 million are refugees. 
Globally, more two-thirds of all refugees come from five countries: Syria (6.7 million), Afghanistan 
(2.7 million), South Sudan (2.3 million), Myanmar (1.1 million), and Somalia (0.9 million). 
Countries in the developed regions host 16 per cent of refugees; one-third of the refugee population 
(6.7 million people) are in the Least Developed Countries. 
Explain about the Global Refugee Forum, its mandate. 
The first-ever Global Refugee Forum brings together refugees, heads of state and government, UN 
leaders, international institutions, development organizations, business leaders and civil society 
representatives, among others, at the Palais des Nations, the home of the United Nations Office at 
Geneva. 
Guided by the Global Compact on Refugees, the Global Refugee Forum is an opportunity to translate 
the principle of international responsibility-sharing into concrete action. 
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The Forum will showcase impactful pledges and contributions and the exchange of good practices. 
Mention about what measures can be taken to overcome the refugee crisis by various stakeholders 
like international communities, individual countries, private companies, NGOs etc. 
Mention about any good practices if any. 
Conclusion: 
based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
 

Introduction: 

A refugee is defined as a person who owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons 

of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside 

the country of his nationality and is unable or is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that 

country. In the seven decades since it became an independent country, India has seen and largely 

welcomed waves of migrants fleeing conflict in neighboring nations. 

Body: 

Refugee crisis in on the rise across the globe: 

 Globally, more two-thirds of all refugees come from five countries: Syria (6.7 million), 

Afghanistan (2.7 million), South Sudan (2.3 million), Myanmar (1.1 million), and Somalia (0.9 

million). 

 Countries in the developed regions host 16 per cent of refugees; one-third of the refugee 

population (6.7 million people) are in the Least Developed Countries. 

 The largest host countries are Turkey (3.7 million), Pakistan (1.4 million), Uganda (1.2 

million), Sudan (1.1 million), and Germany (1.1 million). 

 According to the UN’s Global Trends report released in June this year, there are 37,000 new 

displacements every day. 

 In 2018, 13.6 million people were newly displaced due to conflict and or persecution. 

Causes for refugee crisis 

 Political Instability: There is great instability in the west Asia. War between the ISIS and 

Kurdish rebels in Iraq and Syria, attacks by Saudi Arabia on Houthi rebels in Yemen, the civil 

War in Syria. All of them combined to displace a large number of people from these 

countries. 

 Dictatorship regimes and Islamic fundamentalism: Continuous dictatorship type regimes 

and Islamic fundamentalism made Middle East most volatile n disturbed place on the planet. 

Western powers in order to make their oil supply smooth and to be part of Gulf Boom 

started in early 80’s always took a partial stand on these issues 

 Economic Reasons: A large number of refugees from Africa have been forced to leave their 

countries in search of opportunities abroad, primarily in Europe. 

 State Persecution: Rohingyas are a sect of Muslims who claim they are original inhibitors of 

the Rakhine, a state in Myanmar. However, Myanmar considers them illegal immigrants 

from Bangladesh and has withdrawn citizenship rights from the Rohingyas. This has forced 

Rohingyas to flee to other countries. 
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 Democracy movements and civil war: Present refugees’ crisis didn’t started yesterday but it 

has been seen a huge surge from Libya conflict. If we go again back refugee problem as a 

crisis started from US, UK joint war to liberate Iraq. 

 Climate Change: Low lying island nations are threatened by rising sea levels and forced to 

leave their countries. Such refugees are known as Environmental refugee. 

Refugee situation in India 

 India does not have a separate statute for refugees, and until now has been dealing with 

refugees on a case-by-case basis. 

 India is not a signatory to the 1951 Convention on Refugees or the 1967 Protocol Relating to 

the Status of Refugees. In 2011, the Union government circulated to all states and Union 

Territories a Standard Operating Procedure to deal with foreign nationals who claimed to be 

refugees. 

 In late 2011, the Rohingya started to arrive in India’s northeast following stepped-up 

persecution by the Myanmarese armed forces. 

 According to the Home Ministry, there are roughly 14,000 Rohingya refugees in India who 

are registered with the UNHCR, and there are estimated to be 40,000 Rohingya living in India 

illegally. 

 According to the Bureau of Immigration Data, India sent back 330 Pakistanis and 1,770 

Bangladeshis between 2015 and 2018. 

 Rohingya presence in the country has serious national security ramifications and it poses 

national security threats. Illegal influx of Rohingyas into India started in 2012-13 and inputs 

suggest links of some of the immigrants with Pak-based terror groups. 

Role of Global Refugee Forum: 

 Global Refugee Forum is an opportunity to translate the principle of international 

responsibility-sharing into concrete action. Discuss (250 words) 

 The Global Compact intends to provide a basis for more predictable and equitable 

responsibility sharing, recognizing that a sustainable solution to refugee situations cannot be 

achieved without international cooperation. 

 The Global Compact calls for a number of arrangements, both at the global and national 

level, to translate the principle of international solidarity into concrete action. Chief among 

them is the organization of a Global Refugee Forum. 

 The Global Refugee Forum will also provide an opportunity to explore ways in which 

responsibility-sharing can be increased, take stock of progress, and showcase good practices 

that can inform the development of future pledges. 

 At the Global Refugee Forum, States and other stakeholders will announce concrete pledges 

and contributions in relation to the objectives of the Global Compact. 

 Pledges and contributions may take the form of financial, material, and technical assistance; 

resettlement places and complementary pathways for admission to third countries; as well 

as other actions that States and other stakeholders have elected to take to achieve tangible 
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benefits for refugees and host communities. Pledges can be made either individually or 

jointly with other actors. 

 The Global Refugee Forum will serve as a space to share good practices, experiences, and 

lessons learned around common priority themes that will be identified with respect to 

specific country or regional situations, as well as on a global level. 

Way forward: 

 Refugees and migrants contribute to the growth and development of host countries as well 

as their countries of origin. So there is a need for more measures to promote the social and 

economic inclusion of refugees and migrants. 

 There is a need to give greater attention to addressing the drivers of forced displacement. 

 There is a need to strengthen the international systems that manage large movements of 

people so that they uphold human rights norms and provide the necessary protections. 

States must honour their international legal obligations, including the 1951 Refugee 

Convention. 

 Global policy efforts, therefore, must focus on better cooperation and dialogue among the 

affected countries. This includes promoting a safe and secure working environment for 

refugees. 

 The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) must be empowered with budgetary 

resources to tackle the problem at a war footing. 

 All states should put in place comprehensive refugee policy to avoid ad-hoc measures in line 

with the UN convention. 

Conclusion: 

Ultimately, refugee crises end when their root causes are addressed. Ending conflicts and 

widespread human rights abuses are objectives that states should pursue, but they are difficult to 

achieve. However, individual states and the international community as a whole must recognize that 

they can lessen the devastating consequences of the refugee crisis on people. For this, a global 

approach to the problem is needed. 

The performance of United Nations Security Council has not been as envisaged due to 

the long pending reforms called for by many emerging economies including India. 

Critically Examine.  (250 words) 
The Hindu 
The Wire 
Why this question: 
A special meeting of the permanent members of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) on 
Kashmir was not convened on Tuesday, diplomatic sources have confirmed. The meeting was sought 
by China to discuss India’s decision to end the special status of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the role and significance of UNSC, need for UNSC reforms, why India should 
be given permanent membership. 
Directive: 
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Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgement. 
Structure of the answer 
Introduction: 
Briefly explain the mandate of UN security council in general. 
Body: 
Discuss about the successes of UNSC since its inception. 
       Discuss about the various concerns/challenges plaguing the UNSC: 
Expansion of UNSC. 
Asia’s inadequate representation 
Do away with Veto power 
It doesn’t represent the current balance of power. 
South America and Africa have no representative at all. 
Changes in geopolitical realities since UNSC formation. 
Now discuss the following: 
What are the current proposed reforms? 
What are India’s demands? 
Why India should be given a permanent seat in the council? 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the organs of the United Nations and is charged 

with the maintenance of international peace and security. Its powers include the establishment of 

peacekeeping operations, the establishment of international sanctions, and the authorization of 

military action through Security Council resolutions; it is the only UN body with the authority to issue 

binding resolutions to member states. 

Body: 

Role and Significance of UNSC: 

 The Security Council is the United Nations’ most powerful body, with “primary responsibility 

for the maintenance of international peace and security. 

 Its powers include the establishment of peacekeeping operations, the establishment of 

international sanctions, and the authorization of military action through Security Council 

resolutions. 

 It is the only UN body with the authority to issue binding resolutions to member states. 

 Under the UN Charter, all Member States are obligated to comply with Council s decisions. 

Need for reforms in UNSC: 

Regional representation 

 Supporters of UNSC reform claim that there is a huge European bias in P-5 due to the 

presence of the United Kingdom and France including Russia. 
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 While regions like Latin America, Caribbean group, Arabs and Africa do not have a single 

permanent member. Similarly, there is a western bias in UNSC. As China is the only Asian 

country among the five permanent members of UNSC. 

 Thus a large chunk of the population and many different regions of the world remain 

unrepresented in the permanent membership of UNSC. 

 It seems highly unfair that the whole continent of Africa does not have a single member in P-

5 despite the fact that most of the affairs of the body concern this part of the globe only. 

 So regions like Africa and Latin America and others will have to be accommodated in the 

reformed UNSC. 

Changing geopolitics: 

 The victors of World War II shaped the United Nations Charter in their national interests, 

dividing the permanent seats, and associated veto power, among themselves. 

 It has been 72 years since the foundation of UNSC. 

 During this period, the geopolitical realities have changed drastically, but the Council has 

changed very little. 

Question of Veto: 

 All five permanent members of UNSC enjoy a veto power. 

 Veto is a kind of negative vote by a permanent member that prevents the adoption of a 

proposal, even if it has received the required overall votes by the members. 

 Sadly, veto power is grossly misused by the permanent members in their own national 

interest. 

 out of 24 vetoes over the last 20 years, 15 have been used by the United States to protect 

Israel. 

 This also badly affects the conduct of the business of UNSC as many important proposals 

involving substantive issues get blocked due to use of veto by any of the five permanent 

members. 

G-4 and India s quest for a permanent seat: 

 In recent decades, India has been very vocal in demanding for a permanent seat in UNSC. It 

is also part of G-4, a group of 4 nations (India, Brazil, Germany and Japan) to lobby for 

permanent positions on the UNSC or at least to make the council more representative. 

 Many member-states have been pledging support for our aspiration for permanent 

membership. Several P-5 countries have also announced their support. At present, China is 

the only P-5 member opposing India s bid. 

 G-4 wants to expand the permanent seats in the UNSC to 10 to include 6 new members G-4 

nations apart from one seat to Africa and one seat to Arabs 

Transparency and Working Methods: 
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 While the expansion of the Security Council has been hotly debated across the world, debate 

on the working methods of the Council, an equally important aspect of reform to many 

member states, has attracted less attention. 

 It is true that UNSC has been functioning in the most non-transparent and non-consultative 

way. 

 The undemocratic nature of UNSC within the supposedly democratic UN has compromised 

the overall credibility of the United Nations. 

Why India should be given a permanent seat in the council? 

 For the first 40 years we did not want permanent membership. 

 In 1993, we submitted a written proposal but did not mention that we need permanent 

membership. 

 Only after that we have started asking for a permanent membership in the council. 

 India was among the founding members of United Nations. 

 It is the second largest and a one of the largest constant contributor of troops to United 

Nations Peacekeeping missions. 

 Today, India has over 8,500 peacekeepers in the field, more than twice as many as the UN’s 

five big powers combined. 

 India, since long time, has been demanding expansion of UNSC and its inclusion as 

permanent member in it. It has been a member of UNSC for 7 terms and a member of G-77 

and G-4, so permanent membership is a logical extension. 

Conclusion: 

In recent times the credibility of UNSC has suffered a severe blow as it has been ineffective and 

inefficient in tackling the conflicts in different parts of the world such as Syria, Ukraine etc. in most 

of these situations UNSC has remained mere a mute spectator. Therefore, the demand for reforms 

in the council has become a necessity to restore its credibility and effectiveness in maintaining 

international peace and security. 

“With SAARC stalled, India is turning to BIMSTEC to center its foreign policy”. Analyse. 

(250 words) 
The Diplomat  
The Wire 
Why this question: 
After the Uri attack of 2016, India boycotted the SAARC summit, which was to be held in Islamabad. 
The summit was called off after other members’ states followed suit. Soon after, India invited 
BIMSTEC leaders to the BRICS outreach summit in Goa in 2016. Thereafter, the 2018 BIMSTEC 
summit in Nepal saw the grouping pass a resolution demanding that states that “encourage, support 
or finance terrorism, provide sanctuaries to terrorists and terror groups” be held accountable. 
Key demand of the question: 
Answer is about discussing the changing foreign policy scenario of India. 
Directive word 
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Analyse – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
In a few introductory lines define the current foreign policy of India. 
Body: 
Discuss the core points of focus of Indian foreign policy. 
Trace the change in trends of India’s foreign policy in the past five years. 
How and why is there a shift? 
India and its neighbourhood scenario. 
India – SAARC, India- BIMSTC relations. 
Conclude with what is the significance of such a shift in the policy, India’s role. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction:      

The Bay of Bengal is fast becoming a key area of economic and strategic competition in the Indo-

Pacific. It’s the largest bay in the world and forms an important part of southern Asia. The limitations 

of SAARC due to multiple reasons have led to South Asian region being the least integrated 

region in the world vis-à-vis the European and ASEAN experiences. 

BIMSTEC is a bridge between South Asia and South East Asia. BIMSTEC has gained more favour as 

the preferred platform for regional cooperation in South Asia 

Body: 

SAARC has stalled in its activities because: 

 India-Pakistan rivalry: This has become a bottleneck in achieving effective coordination. 

India has conveyed that terrorism and talks cannot go on simultaneously. 

 Bilateral issues: Long pending issues between members like fishermen issue between India 

and Srilanka, Teesta water sharing between India and Bangladesh, lack of direct access to 

Afghanistan to other members except Pakistan have restricted in arriving at common ground 

for regional integration. 

 Perceived Big-Brother attitude of India: Asymmetry in the region due to sheer size of Indian 

economy and stature in international arena requires India to play an over active role. 

However, this is perceived as big brother attitude by other members creating mistrust. 

 Internal Crises: Almost every member is facing numerous internal crises like Tamils issue in 

Srilanka, Constitutional crisis in Nepal, religious fundamentalism in Pakistan and Bangladesh, 

Terrorism and instability in Afghanistan. Consequently, there is no much enthusiasm to 

achieve collaboration in the sub-continent. 

 China’s inroad into SAARC countries: Increasing presence of china in the region and 

reservations of India with China is creating roadblocks. India cannot match the levels of 

financing by China. China with its grand plan of BRI has lured the small nations. 
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 Poverty- Ridden: Even though the region accounts for 21% of world population, its share in 

global GDP is just around 3%. Being one of the poverty ridden areas of the world, there is 

limited avenues to achieve synergy. 

BIMSTEC provides an alternative to SAARC due to the following reasons: 

 Connectivity: 

o BIMSTEC serves two purposes for India – it makes it easier for India to share a 

common regional platform with its neighbours in South Asia (sans Pakistan) and 

secondly, BIMSTEC also establishes a linkage between South and Southeast Asia. 

o Urgency of promoting regional and sub-regional cooperation via BIMSTEC and BBIN 

has to be seen in the context of China’s BRI and the compelling strategic challenge 

posed by China’s muscular geo-economic and geo-political interventions in Asia, 

particularly in India’s neighbourhood. 

o The development of the North-eastern region, by opening up to Bangladesh and 

Myanmar, is another incentive for India. 

 Regional Co-operation: Regional cooperation under the ambit of SAARC has become difficult 

made BIMSTEC more viable: 

o Despite India’s keen interest in cooperating and strengthening intra-regional 

connectivity by backing the SAARC–Motor vehicle agreement, the agreement was 

stalled following Pakistan’s reluctance. 

o Similarly, the SAARC satellite project that India proposed was abandoned following 

objection from Pakistan in 2016 

o SAARC has also faced obstacles in the area of security cooperation. A major 

hindrance in this regard has been the lack of consensus on threat perceptions, since 

member countries disagree on the idea of threats. Example: cross-border terrorism 

emanating from Pakistan. 

 Cordial Relationship: 

o The member countries have generally cordial relationships, something patently 

missing among the SAARC countries. 

o BIMSTEC’s major strength comes from the fact that it includes two influential 

regional powers: Thailand and India. This adds to the comfort of smaller 

neighbours by reducing the fear of dominance by one big power. 

 Economic vistas: As a trade bloc, BIMSTEC provides many opportunities. 

o The region has countries with the fastest-growing economies in the world. The 

combined GDP in the region is around US$2 trillion and will likely grow further. 

o Trade among the BIMSTEC member countries reached six percent in just a decade, 

while in SAARC, it has remained around five percent since its inception. 
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o Compared to SAARC, BIMSTEC has greater trade potential as well. Among the 

member countries, India’s intra-BIMSTEC trade is around 3 percent of its total 

trade. 

o BIMSTEC regional grouping happens to have five nations that are also part of SAARC. 

The fact that this region is growing at 6.5% per annum, collectively comprises of 1.5 

billion people, is the drive behind India’s focus being part of BIMSTEC. 

However, there are concerns which need to be addressed: 

 Infrequency of the BIMSTEC summits, the highest decision-making body of the organisation. 

In its 20 years of existence, the BIMSTEC summit has taken place only thrice. 

 The delay in the adoption of the Free Trade Agreement (FTA), a framework that was agreed 

upon in 2004, fuels doubts about BIMSTEC’s efficacy. 

 BBIN Motor Vehicles Agreement [MVA] is an instrument that was conceived to transform 

and facilitate trade. It has not yet been completely successful as Bhutan is worried about 

security and environmental fallout of such an agreement. 

 In the latest summit in 2018, it was noted that the Motor Vehicle Agreement and the 

Coastal Shipping Agreement would still need more time for finalisation. 

 Both Thailand and Myanmar are criticised for having ignored BIMSTEC in favour of ASEAN. 

 Region lacks physical connectivity. The tri-lateral highway connecting India-Myanmar-

Thailand has been a non-starter. 

 BIMSTEC has identified 14 priority sectors and has signed an FTA (2004) and a Convention 

on Cooperation in Combating International Terrorism, Transnational Organized Crime and 

Illicit Drug Trafficking (2009). The pace of implementation has been quite sluggish so far. 

Conclusion: 

Both SAARC and BIMSTEC focus on regions which are geographically overlapping but this does not 

make them equal alternatives. SAARC is a purely regional organization, whereas BIMSTEC is 

interregional and connects both South Asia and ASEAN. Hence, SAARC and BIMSTEC complement 

each other in terms of functions and goals and India has a unique opportunity to connect with 

ASEAN through 3Cs (Commerce, Culture and Connectivity). 

What is the mandate of New Development Bank and Asian Infrastructure Investment 

Bank? Examine whether the coming of NDB and AIIB changes the rules of development 

financing vis-à-vis the western dominated multilateral financing institutions? (250 

words) 
Why this question: 
The China-led Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and the BRICS New Development Bank 
(NDB), the latter jointly run by Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, were partly born out of 
frustration with the decision-making structure at big lenders such as the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund, where some developing countries don’t enjoy voting rights that reflect 
their contribution to the global economy. 
Key demand of the question: 
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The question wants us to talk about the mandates of the two financing agencies – NDB and AIIB. 
Further go on to discuss how the two institutions differ from the existing multilateral institutions. 
Provide any examples where they have helped out nations. 
Directive word: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
write a few introductory lines about NDB and AIIB. 
Body: 
Mandates of NDB and AIIB. 
The NDB has been envisaged as a “dedicated channel of alternate finance” with greater focus on 
emerging economies and the Global South. 
The core mandate of the AIIB is to address Asia-Pacific’s acute infrastructural needs. Its mission is “to 
improve economic and social development in Asia by investing in high-quality, financially viable and 
eco-friendly infrastructure projects”. It also aims to mobilize private capital to co-finance projects. 
Difference between NDB and AIIB and existing multilateral finance institutions. 
Here you can talk about the reasons for formation, shareholding, voting rights, conditionalities etc. 
Mention about any Examples where the AIIB, NDB have taken up the lead if any. 
Finally, give an opinion about how AIIB and NDB are changing the dynamics of financing. 
Conclusion: 
based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
 

Introduction: 

The China-led Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and the BRICS New Development Bank 

(NDB), the latter jointly run by Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, were partly born out of 

frustration with the decision-making structure at big lenders such as the World Bank and the 

International Monetary Fund, where some developing countries don’t enjoy voting rights that reflect 

their contribution to the global economy. 

Body: 

Mandate of New Development Bank (NDB): 

The NDB has been envisaged as a “dedicated channel of alternate finance” with greater focus on 

emerging economies and the Global South. 

 Promotion of infrastructure and sustainable development projects with a significant 

development impact in member countries; 

 Establish strategic partnerships with other multilateral development institutions and 

national development banks; 

 Build a balanced project portfolio giving due respect to their geographic location, financing 

requirements and other factors; 

 Promoting competitiveness and facilitating job creation; 

 Build a robust knowledge sharing platform among developing countries. 

Mandate of Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB): 
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The core mandate of the AIIB is to address Asia-Pacific’s acute infrastructural needs. Its mission is “to 

improve economic and social development in Asia by investing in high-quality, financially viable and 

eco-friendly infrastructure projects”. It also aims to mobilize private capital to co-finance projects. 

The creation of the AIIB is a welcome initiative given Asia’s huge infrastructural deficit. 

NDB, AIIB vis-à-vis the western multilateral banks: 

 Cause of formation of bank: The establishment of the International Bank for Reconstruction 

and Development (IBRD) in 1944. Its initial purpose was to provide finance for the 

reconstruction of Europe after the Second World War, and to promote development in 

developing countries. The creation of NDB and AIIB was because of the discriminatory 

attitude of the West towards the developing countries. this reflects the growing power of 

the world’s emerging economies, particularly China, and their discontent with the 

governance of the traditional MDBs, which they view as imbalanced 

 Headquarters: The headquarters of NDB and AIIB are located in China whereas the 

headquarters of existing multilateral banks are located in USA or Europe. 

 Geographical coverage: Global multilateral finance institutions are considered to have a 

wide geographical scope across several regions. Regional development banks are defined as 

extending their operations across one entire region such as the Asian Infrastructure 

Investment Bank (AIIB) and the New Development Bank (NDB). 

 Distinction between regional and non- regional member: The distinction between regional 

and non-regional members does not apply if, for example, the structure of the bank is not 

based on a geographical region (e.g. the global banks like the World Bank) 

 Shareholders: The size of membership varies considerably: from 189 members of the World 

Bank (IBRD) covering nearly every country in the world, to five for the recently established 

NDB 

 Voting rights: Both the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) are based on 

weighted voting system, which provide the rich countries a big say in the management. The 

BRICS member countries accounting for almost half of the world’s population and about 

one-fifth of global economic output have only 11 per cent of the votes at international 

financial institutions like the IMF. However, in NDB all member nations have equal voting 

rights. 

 Veto power: 

o Shareholders have veto power if they have a large enough share of votes to block 

decisions that require majorities. The exact share required for veto power varies. 

The US, for example, holds veto power in the IBRD with only 16% of the votes 

because some decisions require a majority of 85%. 

o All five shareholders in the NDB hold 20% of the shares without having veto power – 

the result of an explicit decision on the part of the founding members. 

o In the newly established AIIB, China has hinted that it would be willing to give up 

veto power as the bank attracts more shareholders. However, China retains its veto 

power with a 27% share, as special majority decisions require 75% of the voting 

power. 
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o Board composition: Most banks have non-resident boards of directors. Only the 

World Bank and two Latin American sub-regional banks have resident boards. The 

two newly-established AIIB and NDB, are reported to have non-resident boards as a 

matter of policy to reduce bureaucracy, in keeping with their ‘lean’ banking model. 

 Graduation policies: 

o The graduation policy from IBRD assistance is based on a determination of whether 

the country has reached a level of institutional development and capital-market 

access that enables it to sustain its own development process without recourse to 

Bank funding. 

o For AIIB: In its Articles of Agreement, eligibility to borrowing is open to any agency, 

instrumentality or political subdivision thereof, or any entity or enterprise operating 

in the territory of a member, as well as to international or regional agencies or 

entities concerned with economic development of the region. In special 

circumstances, the AIIB can provide assistance to a recipient not listed, but this will 

require the Board of Governors’ approval and must support the AIIB’s mandate. 

o For NDB: Eligibility based on membership to the UN. No graduation policy 

 Measurement of development effectiveness: 

o AIIB: As yet, there are only results indicators for individual approved projects. No 

overall development effectiveness framework exists. 

o World Bank: The Independent Evaluation Group employs a number of evaluation 

instruments: ad hoc major evaluations, country programme evaluations, cluster 

country programme evaluations, validation of self-evaluations, project performance 

assessment reports, as well as reviews and impact evaluations. The indicators used 

vary across different projects. 

 Policy priorities: 

o AIIB: Infrastructure: clean energy, transport infrastructure, irrigation, water resource 

management and sanitation, sustainable urban development, economic cooperation 

and integration. 

o World bank: Extreme poverty and shared prosperity 

 Conditionality for loans: AIIB and NDB seek to avoid the strict conditionality of market and 

structural reform with which loans from the World Bank and IMF have been administered. 

 Conclusion: 

The creation of the two banks NDB and AIIB is indeed a remarkable development. They 

reflect changing geo-economic dimension at the global level with the shift of economic power from 

West to the East. These two institutions have for the first time opened up “a strategic rivalry with 

Western and Japanese led lending institutions, namely the World Bank, the International Monetary 

Fund (IMF), and the Asian Development Bank (ADB), mirroring the broader tussle for power and 

influence between the developed and developing world”. Indeed, the two banks represent a quest 

for equality for the developing countries as far as the global financial architecture is concerned. 
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Asia-Africa Growth Corridor is considered as a game-changer for India, Japan and Africa. 

Examine.  How is it different from China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)? (250 words) 
You tube 
VIP India 
Why this question: 
The AAGC is a roadmap for opportunities and aspirations in Asia and Africa. It was launched with an 
aim to prioritize development projects in health and pharmaceuticals, agriculture and agro-
processing, disaster management and skill enhancement. The idea of AAGC had emerged in the Joint 
Declaration issued by Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi and his Japanese counterpart Shinzo Abe in 
November 2016. It will focus on people centric sustainable growth strategy details of which would be 
evolved through a process of detailed consultation across Asia and Africa. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question wants us to talk how the AAGC will impact the relations between India, Japan and 
African countries. One must talk about the benefits of the AAGC, the challenges and finally have to 
differentiate between AAGC and China’s BRI. 
Directive word: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
write a few introductory lines about AAGC and its mandate. 
Body: 
Discuss in detail about the AAGC initiative. 
AAGC aims to be an efficient and sustainable mechanism for linking economies, industries and 
institutions, ideas and people in Africa and Asia in an inclusive manner. 
There is vast and untapped potential in both Asia and Africa which needs to be explored for shared 
growth, development, peace, prosperity and stability of these regions. 
Four main components of AAGC are: 
Development and cooperation projects 
Quality infrastructure and institutional connectivity 
Capacity and skill enhancement 
People to people partnerships 
Now discuss the implications on India, Japan and African countries. 
Finally, discuss how AAGC works vis-à-vis BRI. 
AAGC is a consultative initiative which is essentially a sea corridor unlike OBOR, which entails 
development of a land. 
AAGC is said to link Africa with India and other countries of South-East Asia and Oceania. 
The initiative is considered to be a “distinct initiative” which would be profitable and bankable, borne 
out of a consultative process, unlike the ‘government – funded model’ of the BRI project. 
The AAGC is built on the pivot that rather than excessive emphasis on trade and economic relations, 
the centrality of people in Africa needs to be brought to the fore front 
Conclusion: 
based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
 

Introduction:    

The AAGC is a roadmap for opportunities and aspirations in Asia and Africa. It was launched with an 

aim to prioritize development projects in health and pharmaceuticals, agriculture and agro-

processing, disaster management and skill enhancement. The idea of AAGC had emerged in the Joint 
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Declaration issued by Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi and his Japanese counterpart Shinzo Abe in 

November 2016. It will focus on people centric sustainable growth strategy details of which would 

be evolved through a process of detailed consultation across Asia and Africa. 

Body: 

AAGC- a game changer: 

Four main components of AAGC are: 

 Development and cooperation projects 

 Quality infrastructure and institutional connectivity 

 Capacity and skill enhancement 

 People to people partnerships 

For India: 

 The AAGC echoes India ‘s current development agenda based on promoting sustainable and 

inclusive growth. 

 India’s proposed long term development strategy, the India 2031-32 Vision by National 

Institution for Transforming India (NITI Aayog) calls for “transformation of India into a 

prosperous, highly educated, healthy, secure, corruption free, energy abundant, 

environmentally clean and globally influential nation”. 

 It foresees India’s positive role in shaping the global agenda on sustainable development and 

international cooperation based on principles of solidarity, equity and sharing. 

 AAGC also acknowledges the symbiotic relationship between security and growth endorsed 

through Prime Minister Modi’s policy of SAGAR- Security and Growth for All. 

 SAGAR emphasises India’s determination to support the local initiatives to promote 

economic development and security in the Indian Ocean region. 

 The AAGC also calls for maritime connectivity across the Indian Ocean region through India’s 

Sagarmala policy. 

For Japan: 

 The Asia Africa Growth Corridor highlights Japan’s policy of promoting Free and Open Indo- 

Pacific. 

 Abe advocated that Japan and India being like-minded maritime democracies, should 

promote freedom and prosperity in “broader Asia”, at the confluence of two seas- the Indian 

and Pacific Ocean. He also proposed an “arch of freedom and prosperity”. 

 This strategy aims at combining the dynamics of Asia and Africa and envisions a greater 

regional integration along the coastlines of the Indian Ocean / Pacific Ocean. The aim is to 

improve connectivity, growth and stability in the region. 

 Like India, Japan too, has called for connecting Asia and Africa through development of 

infrastructure. This approach is clearly visible in Abe’s Partnership for Quality Infrastructure 

(PQI). 
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 The AAGC seeks to reiterate Japan’s focus on promoting quality infrastructure is diverse 

areas such as power, transport, port development etc. 

For Africa: 

 The AAGC also reflects the current African plan for the transformation of the continent in 

the next 50 years- the Agenda 2063. 

 This plan seeks to accelerate the implementation of past and existing continental policies for 

growth and sustainable development. Agenda 2063 calls for achieving seven African 

aspirations over the fifty-year period: 

o A prosperous Africa based on inclusive growth and sustainable development 

o An integrated continent politically united based on the ideals of pan Africanism and 

the vision of African Renaissance 

o An Africa of good governance, democracy, respect for human rights, justice and rule 

of law 

o A peaceful and secure Africa 

o Africa with strong cultural identity, common heritage, values and ethics 

o An Africa whose development is people driven 

o An Africa as a united, resilient and influential global player. 

 The Agenda 2063 also highlights African countries’ aim to partner with like-minded external 

partners for promoting African growth and development. 

 the AAGC dovetails African priorities with those of India and Japan. 

AAGC vis-à-vis BRI: 

 AAGC is said to link Africa with India and other countries of South-East Asia and Oceania. 

 AAGC emphasises on inclusivity and centrality of people, rather than focusing only on trade 

and economics. 

 China’s BRI regional connectivity project, is perceived as more centralised and trade-

oriented. 

 India has great trade and network experience in Africa and Japan has very advanced 

technology. Japan’s ability to deliver quality infrastructure will play a major role in 

developing this corridor. 

 This combination will give China tough competition for market share. 

 As the Chinese economy is facing a slowdown, India will hopefully be on the upswing with 

the AAGC vision. 

 The approaches of India and China towards Africa are essentially different. 

 China concentrates on infrastructure and cheque-book diplomacy (foreign policy which 

openly uses economic aid and investment between countries to win diplomatic favour.) 
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 India promotes a broader spectrum of cooperation projects and programmes focussed on 

the development of Africa’s human resources. 

 China goes solo, while India is desirous of working with other willing nations to assist Africa. 

Way forward: 

 Efforts should be made to fast track the next steps to turn these innovative ideas to reality. 

 India and Japan do not have the luxury of time in view of China’s rapidly expanding footprint 

in Africa. 

 Increase the scope of their development projects, create synergy among themselves, engage 

proactively with other willing partners. 

 China’s substantial success needs to be matched by sustained India-Japan cooperation in 

Africa. 

Conclusion: 

The AAGC is being developed in cooperation with the international community to promote 

development cooperation and industrial network in Asia and Africa. It sets a model for inter-regional 

growth, propelled by mutual trust and cooperation among partner countries. It is a new model of 

bilateral and triangular cooperation, where partners combine their strengths to advance regional 

and global growth. The AAGC may yet prove to be a growth and trust multiplier in Asia and Africa, 

and beyond. 
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