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IN S IG HTS  int o  ED IT ORIA L  
 

POLITY & GOVERNANCE 

1. NEW CJI, OLD CONCERNS OF JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE 

Introduction: 

• The judiciary is the final interpreter and the guardian of the Constitution. 

• In a Federal Constitution, the judiciary is constituted as ultimate authority to restrain any exercise of 
absolute, capricious and arbitrary power. 

• The judiciary in addition to the function of maintaining the supremacy of the Constitution is also the guardian 
of the fundamental rights of the people. 

• Really, the judiciary safeguards the civil and minority rights and play the role of guardian of the social 
revolution. 

Context: 

• Justice SA Bobde named 47th CJI, to take over on November 18: 

• President Ram Nath Kovind appointed Justice SA Bobde, the senior-most judge in the Supreme Court after 
CJI Ranjan Gogoi, as the next Chief Justice of India. 

• Bobde will be the 47th CJI. He will hold office till April 23, 2021. 

• A notification issued by the law ministry under Article 124 (2) said that the President was pleased to appoint 
Justice Bobde as the next CJI with effect from Nov 18, 2019. 

• CJI designate Bobde will take over at a crucial time when the country would still be coming to grips with the 
Ayodhya ruling of outgoing CJI Gogoi. 

• Justice Bobde is part of the five-judge bench which reserved its order in the case. 

 

Allocation of cases: Should be in collective decision: 

• The Supreme Court’s independence of the judiciary is frequently questioned in politically sensitive matters. 

• The single-most important reason for this is the power of the CJI to constitute benches and allocate cases as 
the master of the roster. 

• This has led to erosion of the Supreme Court’s standing with respect to stakeholders. 

• In July, a petition was also filled to have a collegium of Supreme Court judges collectively allocate 
cases rather than leave the entire power in the hands of the CJI. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Role of Judiciary: In Constituent Assembly debates: 

• During the Constituent Assembly debates, member after member yearned for an independent 
judiciary. Seeing the current condition of supreme court, the demand of this debates was perhaps not 
unjustified. 

• The people of a nation may lose confidence in the Executive (The King), or the Legislature but it will be an 
evil day if they lose their confidence in its judiciary. The judiciary is the guardian of human rights and civil 
liberties. 

• The judiciary contributes vitally in the preservation of peace and order by settling disputes between the 
State and Citizens and among citizens which leads to a harmonious and integrated social existence. 

• A judge should practice a degree of aloofness consistent with the dignity of his office. A trend to re-instate 
the independence of the Supreme Court is needed. 

• Behaviour and conduct of members of the higher judiciary must re-affirm people’s faith in the impartiality of 
the judiciary. 

Need of the Hour is Independence of Judiciary: 

• The appointment of Justice Sharad Arvind Bobde as the Chief Justice of India (CJI) gives fresh hope to all the 
stakeholders in the administration of justice. 

• It comes at a time when the Supreme Court’s standing amongst the people has greatly eroded. 

• The Supreme Court has not only stopped being the protector of the fundamental and other constitutional 
rights, but has also failed to act as the guardian of the rule of law. 

• Its role must be judged in the context of politically sensitive cases involving citizens, opposition parties, 
activists and executive actions in day-to-day governance. 

• In these areas, the Court has virtually deferred to the executive instead of stepping in to restore 
constitutional rights and values in letter and spirit. 

• The Court’s performance in routine matters, of course, is outstanding. But the independence of the judiciary 
is judged only on the touchstone of its decisions given in politically-sensitive matters. 

• The behaviour and conduct of members of the higher judiciary must re-affirm people’s faith in 
the impartiality of the judiciary. 

• And that “every judge must at all times be conscious that s/he is under the public gaze”. 

Way Ahead: 

• But one hopes that he will function as the master of the roster in an independent and objective manner. 

• The Court comprises of outstanding and independent judges and each of them is capable of handling even 
politically-sensitive matters. 

• So, there is no reason to assign them to a particular bench only. If this trend is reversed, Justice Bobde would 
have achieved a lot in re-stating the independence of the Supreme Court. 

• For a democratic government, Rule of Law is a basic requirement, and for the maintenance of Rule of Law, 
there must be an independent and impartial judiciary. 

• In a State professing Rule of Law, the aim should be to provide for a system which secures to its citizens 
adequate procedure for the redress of their grievances against the State before forums which are able to 
administer justice in an impartial manner without any fear and favour. 

Conclusion: 

• The common notion is that justice must be in accordance with law. 

• But there is an element in justice called equity. Equity is different. 

• Equity is something you consider where does truth lie, what is the hardship that will be caused to litigants, 
what is the larger goal that will be achieved. 

• So, for instance, the law is that if by setting aside the impugned order, you will restore an order which is 
illegal, then you don’t set it aside. Balance. So, people normally mix up equity and justice. 

• Yet, the Court has allowed itself to be weakened. Perhaps, B R Ambedkar was right in saying that although 
the CJI is a very eminent, person, “the Chief Justice is a man with all the failings, all the sentiments and all 
the prejudices which we as common people have”. 

• An independent and strong judiciary is a basic feature of the Constitution. 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  4 InsightsIAS 

2. PEACE AND JUSTICE: ON AYODHYA VERDICT 

Context: 

• In a unanimous judgment, a Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi asked the Centre, which 
had acquired the entire 67.73 acres of land including the 2.77 acre of the disputed Ramjanmabhumi-Babri 
Masjid premises in 1993, to formulate a scheme within three months and set up a trust to manage the 
property and construct a temple. 

• For the time being, the possession of the disputed property would continue to vest with the Centre until a 
notification is issued by it investing the property in the trust. 

• Supreme Court called upon to abide by the places of Worship Special Provision Act, 1991, which forbids the 
conversion of any other place of worship as it existed on August 15, 1947. 

• It also invoked the Acquisition of Certain Areas at Ayodhya Act, 1993 to direct the Centre to create a trust 
to oversee temple construction. 

 

Site Excavation by ASI on orders by Allahabad High Court: 

• About 15 years ago, the Archaeological Survey of India excavated the disputed land in Ayodhya following 
the orders of the Allahabad High Court. 

• The Supreme Court said the underlying structure below the disputed site in Ayodhya was not an Islamic 
structure, but the ASI has not established whether a temple was demolished to build a mosque. 

• The underlying structure found was scientifically tested by the ASI team. After this, it was claimed that there 
were remains of an ancient Hindu temple under the disputed structure. 

• The Hindu also side argued that there were carvings of deities, Hindu religious symbols on stone pillars under 
the disputed site. 

The ASI findings Supreme Court spoke about in its judgment: 

• The Supreme Court order recognised the deity Ram Lalla’s title rights to the disputed 2.77-acre Ayodhya 
land and directed the government that a trust be set up to manage the land’s affairs, paving the path for the 
construction of a Ram temple. 

• The Supreme Court has directed that the Sunni Waqf Board be given a five acres of land in Ayodhya for 
the construction of a mosque. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• In its judgment, the Supreme Court referred to an Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) report to observe 
that the Babri Masjid, which stood on the disputed site until its demolition in 1992, was not built on vacant 
land and that there was evidence of a temple-like structure having existed on the land before the mosque 
was built. 

• Reading the “unanimous” judgment on the Ayodhya title suit in a packed courtroom, CJI Ranjan Gogoi there 
is clear evidence that Hindus believe Lord Ram was born at the disputed site. “Babri Masjid was not 
constructed on vacant land. 

• There was a structure underlying the disputed structure. The underlying structure was not an Islamic 
structure. 

• The Supreme Court said the demolition of the Babri Masjid was a violation of law and order. 

• The court said that ownership cannot be given on the basis of faith and trust. Reading the judgment, the 
Supreme Court said that the Babri Masjid was not built on empty land. 

• Considering the ASI report valid, the Supreme Court said what was found in the excavation “was not an 
Islamic structure”. 

Why critics of majoritarianism on the Ayodhya verdict are wrong: 

Critics of the verdict have argued that the Supreme Court has relied on “faith instead of law and reason” and that 
the judgment has “sided with majoritarianism”. Both assertions are wrong. 

• Giving 5 acres plot of land is more of moral consolation by way of political compromise and less of 
adjudication. 

• There is majoritarian edge in its ruling and the high-minded secular rhetoric of the judgment is lost 
somewhere. 

• The Supreme Court has chosen the path most conducive to social harmony, than adjudication. 

• In the judgment Hindu occurs 1,062 times, Muslim appears 549 times and Citizen occurs a mere 14 times. 

• Hence, intermediary loyalties between the Citizen and State are proved once again through this judgment. 

• The citizens thought process in terms of communities and never in terms of citizens, was in fact 
strengthened through the judgment. 
 

• For a case replete with references to archaeological foundations, we must remember that it is the law which 
provides the edifice upon which our multicultural society rests. 

• At the heart of the Constitution is a commitment to equality upheld and enforced by the rule of law. 

• Under our Constitution, citizens of all faiths, beliefs and creeds seeking divine provenance are both subject 
to the law and equality before the law. 

• The Constitution does not make a distinction between the faith and belief of one religion and another. All 
forms of belief, worship and prayer are equal. 

Conclusion: 

• “Faith and belief cannot be the basis of a judgment; only evidence can be” is one such. 

• But there is enough evidence that having made several such laudable pronouncements, the verdict defied 
these and decided in favour of faith and belief. 

• The Ayodhya judgment did result in a victory for the majority and coincidentally for the mob that demolished 
the Babri Masjid, but a reading of the judgment clearly shows disapproval and disavowal of the mob. 

• The legal victory is based upon secular principles. This has to be the projected as the victory of secularism. 

3. BRINGING CJI UNDER RTI, A WELCOME MOVE 

Context: 

• After a decade, the Supreme Court has accepted the Delhi High Court ruling that the office of the Chief Justice 
of India is a ‘public authority’, and hence would be subject to the same rules of transparency and 
accountability as other individuals and organisations in public life. 

• The Supreme Court ruled that the office of the Chief Justice of India (CJI) is a public authority under the Right 
to Information (RTI) Act. 

• The step is in tune with the maxim that ‘Caesar’s wife must be above suspicion’. Hence, the assets and acts 
of the judiciary will be subject to public scrutiny under the Right to Information Act, 2005. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• Correspondence between the government and the judiciary on important issues such as the appointment 
of judges by the collegium, or, say, between a political authority and a judge with respect to a certain case 
may now find its way into the public domain. 

 

Section 8 (1) (j) of the RTI Act: 

• The Delhi High Court has observed, as pointed out in a research paper by Tania Khurana on RTI, 
that information on expenditure of government money in an official capacity cannot be regarded as 
personal information. 

• As Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi has observed, the disclosures will be circumscribed by the right to 
privacy. 

• This is well defined under Section 8 (1) (j) of the RTI Act, which says: 

• “…there shall be no obligation to give any citizen information which relates to personal information the 
disclosure of which has no relationship to any public activity or interest, or which would cause unwarranted 
invasion of the privacy of the individual unless the Central Public Information officer or the State Public 
Information Officer or the appellate authority, as the case may be, is satisfied that the larger public interest 
justifies the disclosure of such information.” 

• There is much that the public can legitimately ask of the workings of the judiciary, such as verdicts delayed 
after the arguments have been heard. 
 

• The belief that disclosure of information on the functioning of the judiciary will undermine its independence 
lacks basis. 

• Justice is fundamentally based on the equality of all citizens before law, and that includes lawmakers and its 
guardians. 

• Justice is based on the rule of reason over fear and mystery. A judiciary that has little to conceal will be 
confident about interpreting the law without fear or favour. 

About Independence of Judiciary: RTI Cannot Become A Tool of Surveillance: 

• There is certain information, which are inherently private and presumptively protected under the privacy 
rights. 

• This inherently private information would include age, gender, sex and sexual preference etc. 

• Referring to the RTI provisions, they also deal with exemptions and information that cannot be given to 
applicants, but the public interest should always “outweigh” personal interests if the person concerned is 
holding or about to hold a public office. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• Dealing with “judicial independence”, the National Judicial Accountability Commission Act was struck down 
for protecting the judiciary against interference from the executive, but this did not mean that judiciary is 
free from “public scrutiny”. 

• This is not independence from accountability. 

• Independence of judiciary means it has to be independent of the executive and not independent from the 
common public. People are entitled to know as to what public authorities are doing. 

What the order means: 

• The outcome is that the office of the CJI will now entertain RTI applications. 

• Under Section 2(f) of the RTI Act, information means “any material in any form, including records, 
documents, memos, e-mails, opinions, advices, press releases, circulars, orders, logbooks, contracts, reports, 
papers, samples, models, data material held in any electronic form and information relating to any private 
body which can be accessed by a public authority under any other law for the time being in force”. 

• Whether a public authority discloses the information sought or not, however, is a different matter. 

• Offices such as those of the Prime Minister and the President too are public authorities under the RTI Act. 

• But public authorities have often denied information quoting separate observations by the Supreme Court 
itself in 2011: “Officials need to furnish only such information which already exists and is held by the public 
authority and not collate or create information”; 

• “The nation does not want a scenario where 75% of the staff of public authorities spends 75% of their 
time in collecting and furnishing information to applicants instead of discharging their regular duties”. 

Judiciary should be independent from the executive, not common public: 

• Separating the issue of accountability from independence, “Independence of judiciary means it has to be 
independent from the executive and not independent from common public. People are entitled to know as 
to what public authorities are doing.” 

• In this light, he demanded that the discussions the collegium should be made public and the information 
could either be shared under the RTI Act or on a case-to-case basis. 

• The Judiciary needs to be protected from attempts to breach its independence. Such interference requires 
calibration of appropriate amount of transparency in consonance with Judicial independence.  

Fear of negative publicity preventing people from becoming judges: 

• During the hearing in the case in the Supreme Court, the constitution bench observed that due to fear of 
negative publicity many were now opting out of the race to become judges. 

• It had observed that the professional and family life of people could also be impacted by such publicity. 

• Therefore, CJI had orally observed on the last day of hearing that, “Nobody wants a system of opaqueness, 
but in the name of transparency we cannot destroy the institution of judiciary.” 

• Both rights to information and privacy were constitutional rights and not absolute. 

• Principle of proportionality is to be applied and the information disclosed should be proportional to public 
interest at stake. 

Conclusion: 

• Striking a balance between Right to Information and Right to Privacy is essential. Both the rights were not 
in conflict with each other but were two faces of the same coin. 

• “Transparency doesn’t undermine judicial independence,” the Supreme Court said in a unanimous verdict 
as it upheld the Delhi High Court judgment which ruled that office of the Chief Justice comes under the 
purview of RTI. 

• The Supreme Court, however, said that confidentiality and right to privacy have to be maintained and added 
that RTI can’t be used for as a tool of surveillance. 

• It also said only names of judges recommended by the collegium can be disclosed, not the reasons. 

• Failure to bring about accountability reforms would erode trust in the courts’ impartiality, harming core 
judicial functions. 

• Transparency and the right to information are crucially linked to the rule of law itself. 
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4. RENOVATE, NOT REBUILD 

Context: 

• The Central government is considering either redeveloping Parliament House or building a new structure. 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the government is considering suggestions to build a new 
Parliament House or renovate the existing one with improved facilities by 2022, just in time to celebrate 75 
years of Independence. 

• Against this backdrop, a serious deliberation on the details of the proposed renovation or reconstruction 
plan is required. 

History and architecture of our Parliament House: 

• Parliament House was designed by the British architects Sir Edwin Lutyens and Sir Herbert Baker in 1912-
1913. 

• Construction of the building began in 1921 and was completed in 1927. 

• It is popularly believed that the circular structure of the 11th-century Chausath Yogini Temple in Morena 
district of Madhya Pradesh may have inspired the design of Parliament House. 

• The Chausath Yogini Temple, also known as the Ekattarso Mahadeva Temple, is one of the few such Yogini 
temples in the country which is in good condition. 

• This fact defies the popular misconception that Parliament House is colonial in nature. 

Features that highlights in our Parliament House: 

• The Parliament House has a hybrid architectural style. It has Hindu, Saracenic and Roman features. 

• It drew stylistic and decorative elements from native Indo-Islamic architecture, especially Mughal 
architecture, which the British regarded as the classic Indian style, and less often, Hindu temple architecture. 

• There are 30 statues and busts in the Parliament House precincts including the sculptures of Chandragupta 
Maurya, Motilal Nehru, and Indira Gandhi. 

• There are more than 20 portraits. Thus, the building represents the composite culture and social pluralism 
of India. 

• Inscriptions from the Upanishadas, Mahabharata, Manu Smriti and other texts are indicative of the spirit 
with which parliamentarians should conduct business. 

• A dome over the passage to the Central Hall also has a Quranic inscription which says, “God will not change 
the condition of the people unless they bring about a change themselves.” 

• These features demonstrate the secular nature of the Republic of which the Parliament House is the nucleus. 

 

Why needs for Renovation: 

• The buildings constructed over 100 years ago such as the North and South blocks are not earthquake-
resistant. 

• There is a shortage of working and parking space, amenities and services. The building no longer 
supports added demands of space and security. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• There are no chambers for MPs. The situation will further worsen if there is an increase in the number of 
seats. 

• Therefore, there should be enough space for MPs, their staff and media in the new or renovated 
building. Separate chambers should be conceived for individual MPs. 

Need to made corrections by not to repeat the infamous 2001 Parliament attack: 

• On December 13, 2001, the Parliament was attacked by the terrorists of Lashkar-e-Taiba (Let) and Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM). 

• The terrorists used Home Ministry and Parliament labels on their cars to enter the Parliament House 
and carried AK47 rifles, grenade launchers, pistols and grenades. The gunmen used the car of Vice President 
Krishan Kant to enter the building. 

• The Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha were adjourned 40 minutes prior to incident and many members of 
parliament and government officials were believed to have still been in the building then. 

• The attack increased tensions between India and Pakistan as Delhi Police officials claimed that gunmen 
received instructions from Pakistan and the operation was carried out under the guidance of Pakistan’s Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) agency. 

• After the attack, the security overhauled at an estimated 100 crore with hi-tech gadgets like boom barriers 
and tyre busters being installed. 

• In 2014, a special committee was set up to suggest measures for strengthening the security further. 

• The committee was also tasked to recommend measures for enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of 
the Watch and Ward, Central reserve forces and Delhi Police deployed in the Parliament House precincts. 

Renovation better than Reconstruction: 

• The Parliament House building has remarkable symbolic value. 

• It embodies the spirit of Indian democracy. Hence, it would be advisable to maintain and renovate the 
present building rather than build a new one. 

• It is no exaggeration that the building has settled into the national consciousness as something more than 
the grand work of stone masonry it is. It is a symbol of the country’s democratic values. 

• The Capitol Building of the U.S., built in 1800, was subsequently expanded. A massive dome and more 
chambers for the House of Representatives and the Senate were added. 

• During expansion, the original plan was maintained despite the tumultuous passing of two centuries. 
This approach of maintaining and renovating the existing Parliament House building would be a wiser 
option. 

Conclusion: 

• As architectural aesthetics go, it has an undeniable appeal for its very uniqueness. Pragmatic countries should 
not be needlessly sentimental, but some monuments are indeed a matter of pride. 

• The very nature of architectural pluralism should be maintained while constructing a new Parliament House 
or renovating the existing structure. 

• Let us reshape the Parliament building by imbibing the composite culture and rich architectural legacy of 
India. 

• Such a majestic edifice may inspire us to reshape India as an effectively secular, pluralistic and inclusive 
republic. Let’s refurbish it, that’s all. 

5. IMPORTANCE OF CITIZENS DUTIES 

Introduction: 

• According to Mahatma Gandhi the very performance of a duty secures us our right. Rights cannot be 
divorced from duties. 

• Mahatama Gandhi held that “Satyagraha was born, for I was always striving to decide what my duty was.” 

• Swami Vivekananda observed, “it is the duty of every person to contribute in the development and progress 
of India”. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• According to Indira Gandhi, “the moral value of fundamental duties would not be to smother rights but to 
establish a democratic balance by making people conscious of their duties equally as they are conscious of 
their rights”. 
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Constitution of India: 

• The Samvidhan or the Indian Constitution is the supreme 
law in India and it lays down the framework to uphold the 
structures, duties, political codes, procedures and powers to 
be followed by various bodies and institutions in the country. 

• The Constitution also dictates the directive principles, 
fundamental rights and duties of Indian citizens. 

• The Indian Constitution drafted by a Constituent Assembly 
and not a Parliamentary Assembly is the longest written 
constitution in the world. 

• The Chairman of the Constitution drafting committee Dr 
Babasaheb Ambedkar is also referred to as its chief 
architect.  

About National Constitution Day or Constitution Day of India: 

• 26 November has its own importance in the history of 
independent India because on this day in 1949, the 
Constitution of India was adopted and it came in to effect on 
26 January, 1950. 

• Therefore, marking the dawn of a new era. To acknowledge 
the contribution of the framers of the Constitution and to 
aggravate the people regarding the prominent values, 26 
November is celebrated as the ‘Constitution Day’. 

Drafting an inclusive Constitution for a diverse India: 

• The Constitution is not a mere lawyer’s document; it is a 
vehicle of life and its spirit is always the spirit of age. 

• A very significant feature of our Constitution is that 
it balances citizens’ rights and duties. These are social 
concepts that have grown through time, tradition and usage. 

• The citizens’ duties as enshrined in the Constitution are 
essentially a codification of tasks integral to the Indian way 
of life they focus on tolerance, peace and communal 
harmony. 

• A close scrutiny of the clauses of Article 51A of the 
Constitution, indicate that a number of them refer to values, 
which have been part of Indian tradition, mythology, religion 
and practices. 

Importance of Following Fundamental Duties: 

• Traditionally, the fundamental impulse to accept responsibilities and perform duties, in every society, has 
been religious. Performing one’s duties with sincerity, is in fact, a worship mechanism. 

• As a a line from the Rig Veda notes,”O, citizens of Bharat! As our ancient saints and seers, leaders and 
preceptors have performed their duties righteously, similarly, you shall not falter to execute your duties”. 

• Modern civilisations, sadly, do not offer many inducements for the performance of duties they certainly don’t 
teach people that the real reward for responsible citizenship is the preservation of a free society. 

Article 29(1) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states: 

• It states that “Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full development of his 
personality is possible.” 

Conclusion: 

• A constitutional expert, BR Ambedkar had studied the constitutions of about 60 countries. 

Fundamental Duties in Indian Constitution: 

• The idea of Fundamental Duties has 
been borrowed from the Constitution 
of erstwhile USSR. Till then, Japan was 
only the democratic state that contains 
the duties of the citizen. 

• Fundamental Duties are embedded 
in Part IV of the Indian Constitution 
under Article 51A. originally the duties 
were ten in number, later on by 86th 
Amendment in 2002, they levelled up to 
eleven. 

• Fundamental duty enshrined 
under Article 51A(e) seeks to promote 
harmony and the spirit of common 
brotherhood, transcending the barriers 
of religion, language, etc. 

• There is a duty under Article 51A(g) to 
protect and improve the environment, 
but India has been severely affected by 
air & water pollution and the impact of 
climate change. 

• India has a composite culture (under 
Article 51A(f)), “Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam” sums up that 
perspective. 

• However, presently there is growing 
intolerance in Indian society, reflected 
by cases of cow vigilantism, mob 
lynching, etc. 

• Democracy cannot establish deep roots 
in society until the citizens don’t 
complement fundamental rights with 
their fundamental duties. For a polity to 
survive, citizens should have a high 
sense of duty. 

• Universally, great emphasis has been 
laid on citizens’ duties. 
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• The text prepared by him provided constitutional guarantees and a wide range of civil liberties for citizens 
including freedom of religion, the abolition of untouchability, and the outlawing of all forms of discrimination. 

• Recently, Prime Minister of India has rightly said that our children should be taught the Constitution. 

• Incorporating the essential aspects of fundamental duties in all oaths and pledges. 

• The Supreme Court has said that since duties are obligatory for citizens, the state should strive to achieve 
the same goal. 

• Rights and duties have to exist together. Rights without duties will lead to anarchy. 

• In this context, the Fundamental Duties serve as a constant reminder of national goals as well as inculcate 
a profound sense of social responsibility. 

6. INDIA’S ENDURING DOCUMENT OF GOVERNANCE 

Context: 

• At 69 and stepping into 70, India’s Constitution is one of the world’s oldest and most enduring. 

• At the time of its birth, constitutional experts the world over did not expect our Constitution to survive very 
long. 

• One of its most incisive critics was Sir Ivor Jennings, the world’s then leading expert on constitutional law. 

 

Findings of a key study on the Lifespan of Written Constitutions: 

• The endurance, lasting appeal and effectiveness of our Constitution is brought home to us in full force when 
we peruse a work of the University of Chicago titled “The Lifespan of Written Constitutions, by Thomas 
Ginsburg, Zachary Elkins, and James Melton” on the longevity of constitutions the world over. 

• The study encompassed the constitutional history of every independent state from 1789 to 2006. 

• The study identified a “Universe of 792 new constitutional systems”, of which 518 have been replaced, 192 
still in force, 82 have been formally suspended ultimately to be replaced. 

• The study discloses that constitutions, in general, do not last very long. The mean lifespan across the world 
since 1789 is, hold your breath, a mere 17 years. 

• The estimates show that one half of constitutions are likely to be dead by age 18, and by age 50 only 19% 
will remain. 

• A large percentage, approximately 7%, do not even make it to their second birthday. 

• The mean lifespan in Latin America (the source of almost a third of all constitutions) and Africa is 12.4 and 
10.2 years, respectively. 
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• The study however found that constitutions in western Europe and Asia, on the other hand, typically endure 
32 and 19 years, respectively. 

• The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries have constitutions lasting 
32 years on an average. 

What do constitutions the world over generally do? 

• The study finds that their most important function is to ring fence and then to limit the power of the 
authorities created under the constitution. 

• Constitutions also define a nation and its goals. A third is to define patterns of authority and to set up 
government institutions. 

The study shows that there are primary mechanisms by which constitutional changes occur: 
• Formal amendments to the text and informal amendments that result from interpretive changes; 
• that constitutional lifespan will depend on: occurrence of shock and crisis such as war, civil war or the 

threat of imminent breakup; 
• structural attributes of the constitution, namely its detail, enforceability and its adaptability; structural 

attributes of the state. 
The study also finds that the specificity of the document, the inclusiveness of the constitution’s origins, and the 
constitution’s ability to adapt to changing conditions will be an important prediction of longevity. 

• Constitutions whose provisions are known and accepted will more likely be self-enforcing, for common 
language is essential to resolving coordination problems. 

• Constitutions, that are ratified by public reference enjoy higher levels of legitimacy. 
• Constitutional durability should increase with the level of public inclusion both at the drafting stage and 

the approval stage. 
• That the primary mechanism through which a constitution is interpreted is a court empowered 

with powers of constitutional judicial review. 

Explaining India’s stability: Success of Indian Constitution: 

• Longer constitutions are more durable than shorter ones which suggest that specificity matters. 

• It points to India being an example of the fact that fractionalised environments produce constitutional 
stability precisely because no single group can dominate others. 

• What is noteworthy is the fact that inclusiveness during the formative years of the Constitution-making 
debates; 

• Specificity of the provisions that produced an excellent balance between redundant verbosity and 
confounding ambiguity; 

• Fundamental rights and judicial review being made sheet anchors of the instrument; 

• A workable scheme for amending the constitutional provisions which the current study found among others 
important to ensure longevity of Constitutions, were all applied even in the 1940s by our Constitution 
makers. 

• And all this happened when there was no erudite study to guide them on the path of Constitution-making. 

• Public ratification produces a more enduring constitution in democracies but not in autocracies. 

Conclusion: 

• In conclusion the study points out that constitutions work best when they are most like ordinary 
statutes: relatively detailed and easy to modify. 

• The drafting committee of the Constitution headed by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar did not have the benefit of such 
an advanced study to guide its workings. 

• However, one is deeply impressed with the fact that a distinguished group of Constituent Assembly worked 
together and applied practically all yardsticks the study now declares as being indispensable to impart 
durability to a constitution. 

• All that our founding fathers and mothers had to guide their work was their strong commitment to the 
welfare of our nation and their own experience during the long years of the freedom struggle. 

• Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes was indeed right when he observed: “The life of the law has not been logic. 
It has been experience.” 
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7. NITI AAYOG’S ASPIRATIONAL DISTRICTS PROGRAMME IS A LABORATORY 

FOR GOVERNANCE REFORM 

Introduction: 

• The Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP) is one of the largest experiments on outcomes-focused 
governance in the world. 

• Spread across 112 of India’s socio-economically challenged districts, the ADP is NITI Aayog’s flagship 
initiative to improve health, nutrition, education, and economic outcomes. 

• Initial evidence suggests that the ADP has already contributed towards improving lakhs of lives. If successful, 
the ADP can present a new template for governance. It is therefore critical to try and get it right. 

 

Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP) 

• The ADP’s theory of change rests on three pillars: Competition, convergence, and collaboration. 
1. Competition fosters accountability on district governments for final outcomes (instead of inputs) using 

high-quality data. 
2. Convergence creatively brings together the horizontal and vertical tiers of the government. 
3. Collaboration enables impactful partnerships between government, philanthropy and civil society. 

• Of the Aspirational Districts, NITI Aayog plays a mentoring role in 27 districts in eight states, home to 
about 60 million people. 

• Twelve central government ministries have similarly adopted the remaining districts. 

• A simplified ranking index with few but carefully chosen output and outcome measures will more clearly 
signal national development targets, while providing autonomy to local governments. 

Successful outcomes of Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP): 

• Health outcomes in the mentored districts reveal significant improvements between the first and second 
third-party household surveys (in June-August 2018 and January-March 2019). 

• We see increases in registering pregnant women into the health system (from 73 per cent to 86 per 
cent), institutional delivery of babies (66 per cent to 74 per cent), and anti-diarrheal treatment via ORS (51 
per cent to 67 per cent) and zinc (34 per cent to 53 per cent). 
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• Some process-level indicators, such as on-time delivery of textbooks in schools, are part of the ranking index, 
based on which districts socio-economic performance is assessed. 

• Textbook delivery may or may not be a problem in districts, and its role in improving learning outcomes may 
be tenuous. 

These rates are significantly faster than the usual trajectory for these indicators. 

By Analysing ADP in various states: 

• High-performing organisations are characterised by autonomy to front-level officials on [processes], 
combined with accountability for outcomes. 

• The ADP is built precisely on this mantra, and the district-ranking index can be improved further to fully 
reflect this. 

• we hypothesise the following four factors play a role. 
(i) One, pioneering state and district-level initiatives in both the ADP and non-ADP districts in areas 

prioritised under the programme. 
(ii) Two, spurred by competition on outcomes, local governments target their efforts and improve 

programme implementation and design. 
(iii) Three, the focus on outcomes enables local experimentation based on a firm appreciation of ground 

realities. 
(iv) Four, partnerships between various philanthropic and civil society organisations with district 

governments augment local capacity. 

• While the initial evidence on the ADP’s impact has been encouraging, as is true of any programme of this 
scale and scope, there is always room for supplementing our efforts. 

• High quality administrative data is critical to improve programme implementation and design at the local 
level. 

• The poor quality of administrative data is usually due to capacity issues at the ground level as well as 
incentives to inflate performance. 

• To help improve data quality, we have to use independent surveys to validate administrative data. 

Challenges that need to address with ADP: 

• ADP is affected by the issue pertaining to insufficient budgetary resources. 

• ADP is implemented by multiple ministries which leads to a lack of coordination. 

• Data High-quality administrative data is critical to improving programme implementation and design at the 
local level. 

• The Delta ranking itself is largely focused on assessing quantity (that is, coverage of access) rather than 
quality. 

• On-time delivery of textbooks in schools are part of the ranking index, However, textbook delivery may or 
may not be a problem in districts. 

• Also, the quality of education in India is in a dismal condition, as highlighted by the ASER report. 

Conclusion: 

• ADP is a laboratory of various cutting-edge governance reforms. 

• Building each district’s internal capacity to produce reliable and actionable data, and promoting a culture of 
data use, can be made a priority for the ADP. 

• First and foremost, the programme has shifted focus away from inputs and budgets to outcomes, such 
as learning and malnutrition, at the highest echelons of the government. 

• It has also introduced non-financial incentives to encourage government officials to deliver results and 
actively encourages forging partnerships with philanthropies and civil society to create better impact using 
the same amount of budgetary spends. 

• The programme has also developed a lean data infrastructure that smartly exploits complementary 
strengths of administrative and survey data. 

• Each of these initiatives is a radical shift from the status quo in governance today. Therefore, it is critical to 
carefully document and learn from the ADP’s experiences. 
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8. TREATING EDUCATION AS A PUBLIC GOOD 

Introduction: 

• Education, for most of us, is a necessary public good central to the task of nation building and, like fresh air, 
is necessary to make our communities come alive. 

• It should not be driven solely by market demand for certain skills, or be distracted by the admittedly 
disruptive impact, for instance, of Artificial Intelligence. 

• This form of education should be unshackled from the chains of deprivation, and “affordable” education, for 
instance in JNU, is vital to ensure access to even the most marginalised sections of our country. 

• The NEP wisely recognises that a comprehensive liberal arts education will help to “develop all capacities of 
human beings intellectual, aesthetic, social, physical, emotional, and moral in an integrated manner.” 

Salient features of NEP 2019: 

• The policy aims to universalize the pre-primary education by 2025 and provide foundational 
literacy/numeracy for all by 2025 

• It proposes new Curricular and Pedagogical Structure, with 5+3+3+4 design covering the children in the age 
group 3-18 years. 

• Under this, Pre-Primary & Grades 1-2 is considered as foundational Stage; Grades 3-5 as Preparatory Stage; 
Grades 6-8 as Middle Stage and Grades 9-12 as Secondary Stage. This is an academic restructuring only; there 
will be no physical restructuring of schools 

• Universal Access & Retention with 100% Gross Enrolment Ratio for all school education by 2030. 

• Children learn languages, most quickly between 2-8 years, and multilingualism has great cognitive benefits 
for students. Therefore, a three-language formula has been proposed. 

• It proposes the teaching of other classical languages and literature, including Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, 
Malayalam, Odia, Pali, Persian, and Prakrit in schools 

• A new independent State School Regulatory Authority (SSRA) to be created 

• It aims to consolidate 800 universities & 40,000 colleges into around 15,000 large, multidisciplinary 
institutions 

• The policy proposes three types of Higher Educational Institutions (HEIs): Research Universities, Teaching 
Universities and Autonomous degree-granting colleges 

• It aims to provide autonomy to all higher education institutions. Higher education institutions to be 
governed by Independent Boards with complete academic and administrative autonomy 

• An autonomous body called the National Research Foundation (NRF) to be set up through an Act of 
Parliament 

• Rashtriya Shiksha Aayog or the National Education Commission – apex body – to be constituted. 

• It will be chaired by the Prime Minister and will comprise eminent educationists, researchers, Union 
Ministers, representation of Chief Ministers of States, eminent professionals from various fields 

• MHRD to be re-designated as the Ministry of Education (MoE) 

• Increase in public investment by the Central and State Governments to 20% of overall public expenditure 
over a 10-year period. 
 

• However, the concerns are intellectuals like Jiddu Krishnamurti, arguably the greatest Indian thinker on 
education in the 20th century, does not find a mention in the most recent iteration of the New Education 
Policy (NEP) 2019. 

• Krishnamurthi’s ideas on education and freedom learning in a non-competitive and non-hierarchical 
ecosystem and discovering one’s true passion without any sense of fear may have been too heterodox for a 
government report. 

• Nonetheless, there are elements of contemporary global thinking that do inform the NEP en passant 
the emphasis on creativity and critical thinking and the ability to communicate and collaborate across 
cultural differences, which are part of the global common sense. 
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Challenges in implementation of NEP 2019: 

• Main concern about the division between research-intensive ‘premier’ universities; teaching universities; 
and colleges. 

• The NEP suggests, “three ‘types’ of institutions are not in any natural way a sharp, exclusionary 
categorisation, but are along a continuum”. 

• But the advantage of these divisions, per se, is neither intuitively nor analytically clear, given that high quality 
teaching and cutting-edge research comfortably coexist in most universities of excellence. 

• Draft NEP recommended doubling of public funding to 6% of the GDP and increasing overall public 
expenditure on education to 20% from the current 10%. 
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• This is desirable but does not appear to be feasible in the near future, given that most of the additional 
funding has to come from the States. 
 

• The report has appealed to philanthropists and companies to route their corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) funds to supplement government efforts, but it forgets that such funds will not be ideologically neutral. 

• Expanding coverage under the RTE Act to include pre-school children is extremely important, but should 
perhaps be introduced gradually, keeping in mind the quality of infrastructure and teacher vacancies. 
Amendment of the Act can perhaps wait for a while. 

• The idea of setting up the Rashtriya Shiksha Aayog is crucial in order to integrate the approaches and 
programs of multiple departments. 

• However, bringing medical or agricultural or legal education under one umbrella is likely to be met with stiff 
opposition. 

• Language issues have to be handled sensitively in view of their emotional overtones, as witnessed recently. 

Conclusion: 

• Suggestions of the Draft National Education Policy will play a critical role in the transformation of the Indian 
education system. 

• It is expected to help India in reaping its demographic dividend. However, the Draft National Education 
Policy has certain sore points that need to be relooked at for the benefit of teachers and students alike. 

• Education policy, in essence, must aim to produce sensitive, creative and upright citizens who are willing to 
take the less-travelled path and whose professional “skills” will endure revolutions in thinking and 
technology. 

• India’s past, and its unique, culturally diverse matrix provide a rich framework, but delivering on a holistic 
liberal education programme requires much more than just proclamations. 

9. POSHAN ABHIYAAN PROMISES TO REVIVE TRADITIONAL FOOD SYSTEMS    

Introduction: 

• India is home to millions of women and children who are undernourished. 

• Malnutrition was the predominant risk factor for death in children younger than five in every state of India 
in 2017, accounting for 68.2 per cent of the total under-5 deaths, translating into 706,000 deaths (due to 
malnutrition). It was also the leading risk factor of loss of health among all age groups. 

• Due to variability in health and nutrition contexts by state across India, nutrition service delivery needs to be 
governed and monitored at the state level. 

• The Government of India has implemented several major programs and policy initiatives to help 
reduce the alarming rates of undernutrition in the country.  

• However, nutrition is often just one of many focus areas for state governments. 

• Nutrition service delivery risks being lost in the shuffle if states do not have oversight or accountability 
mechanisms for nutrition. 

2 of 3 child deaths in India due to malnutrition: Report: 

• Revealed in the state-wide data on malnutrition presented by the Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR), Public Health Foundation of India (PHFI) and National Institute of Nutrition (NIN). 

• According to the findings, if the trends estimated up to 2017 for the indicators in the National Nutrition 
Mission 2022 continue in India, there would be 8.9 per cent excess prevalence for low birthweight, 9.6 per 
cent for stunting, 4.8 per cent for child underweight, 11.7 per cent for anaemia in children, and 13.8 per cent 
for anaemia in women relative to the 2022 targets. 

• The DALY (disability adjusted life years) rate due to malnutrition was found to be highest in Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Assam, and Rajasthan. 

• The worst effect of child and maternal malnutrition is reflected in neonatal disorders, followed by lower 
respiratory infections and diarrhoeal diseases in children below 5 years. 

• The World Bank reports that the annual cost of malnutrition in India is at least $10 billion and is driven 
by loss of productivity, illness and death. 
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• Analyses have shown that in order to achieve zero hunger in India by 2030, India will have to liberate nearly 
50,000 people from hunger, every day. 

Therefore, need to converge Agriculture and Nutrition: 

• While the two areas share a common foundation, “food”, which reinforces the intimate 
relationship between them, there has in reality been a significant disconnect in recent times, due to 
the demands on quantity rather than quality, driven by exponential population growth and needs. 

• Missions to tackle nutrition from farm to table involve multiple stakeholders, with the government at one 
end and individuals who can influence consumption patterns at the other end of the agri-nutrition chain. 

• Such missions must necessarily consider the looping relationships along the food supply chain, to strengthen 
the linkages between agriculture and nutrition. 

The POSHAN Abhiyaan to tackle 
malnutrition, through a multi-sectoral 
results-based framework: 

• The mission, set up under the aegis of 
the Ministry of Women and Child 
Development (WCD), aims at targeted 
reduction of stunting, undernutrition, 
anaemia and low-birth-weight babies in 
India. 

• Poshan Abhiyaan is twofold at the 
agricultural level, it aims to 
amalgamate knowledge of regional 
food systems and at the consumer level, 
to foster social and behavioural changes 
among individuals, especially parents. 

• The mission also seeks to improve 
linkages between communities and 
health systems, thus paving the way for 
a mass movement to promote 
a transformative change, referred to as 
the jan aandolan. 

Food and Crop diversity need to be linked with Agro-ecological patterns: 

• We need to know what was traditionally grown across the country, what were the nutrition and micro-
nutrient content, how can we move away from mono-cropping and increase crop diversity to increase diet 
diversity. 

• The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, is developing India’s first Poshan Atlas, to create a repository of diverse 
crops across 127 agro-climatic zones of the country that would be accessible to policy-makers, 
administrators, experts and communities to help meet nutritional outcomes. 

• The replacement of nutrient-dense millets, suited for cultivation under the water-strapped conditions of the 
country, by other grains has been a result of globalisation. 

• Increased awareness about the suitability of millets from both the nutrient standpoint and agricultural 
logistics is catalysing the slow restoration of these super grains in recent times. 

• The Poshan Atlas project will go a long way to address this gap and propel parents and communities to rethink 
on what to feed and what to consume. 

• Awareness and knowledge about our crop diversity and regional variations in nutritious food will provide 
a nudge for behaviour change across the country propelling demand which, in turn, will provide 
opportunities to farmers and agro-processing units to address consumer needs. 

Conclusion: 

• Without understanding social, behavioural and cultural practices, we cannot promote healthy dietary 
practices and reinforce healthy dietary behaviours both at individual and community levels keeping in 
mind wide regional variations. 
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• Substantial improvements across malnutrition indicators in the states of India would require an integrated 
nutrition policy to effectively address the broader determinants of undernutrition across the life cycle. 

• These improvements include providing clean drinking water, reducing rates of open defecation, improving 
women’s status, enhancing agricultural productivity and food security, promoting nutrition sensitive 
agriculture, coupled with harmonisation of efforts across ministries and sectors, political will and good 
governance, and strategic investments in a multi-sectoral approach. 

• Let us all join hands to build a New India where our food and crop diversity can be revived and our 
traditional knowledge leveraged for tackling undernutrition and malnutrition. 

10. SHOULD WE DO AWAY WITH SUBSIDIES FOR HIGHER EDUCATION? 

Context: 

• Recently, the proposed fees hike of residential hostels in Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) has sparked a 
widespread protest and controversy over subsidies in higher education. 

• Almost more than a fifth of the population is below official poverty limits and 93% of the workforce is 
engaged in unorganised sector, subsidized education provides access to quality education to the poor. 

• Subsidies in education generates a host of positive externalities such as health improvement, reduction in 
poverty, crime and population growth. 

• It directly or indirectly influences almost all facets of social life, and therefore should be viewed as a non-
negotiable public good and by far the most potent social investment. 

 

Importance of Public Education: 

• The importance of public education is to ensure that all members of society have a basic set of skills (reading, 
writing, math, basic social interactions, ability to create and interpret directions and directives, etc.) as well 
as to ensure that people are able to maintain a basic ability to learn, regardless of social status or wealth. 
For the rich, education has always been accessible. 

• They can afford to pay for education, they can afford to not have children working, etc. But for the lower and 
middle classes, education has been a pipe dream for most of documented history. 

• To understand purpose of education, we need to broaden our understanding of intelligence, meritocracy 
and success. 

• Taking action is more important than just acquiring information. 

• It should be equally available to all the citizens. 

• Inclusiveness and equity are important traits of a good public education. 

• It is also about people coming together to further the public good through education i.e., it is for the public 
good. 
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India in Public Education spending in recent past: 

• Growth in national income did not result in an increase of public expenditure for education as a whole. It 
kind of stagnated. 

• Within the education sector as a whole, there was a shift in the focus of funding in the 1990s from higher 
education to primary education. 

• In 1992, there was this social safety net that came along that with the structural adjustments and all the 
agreements that the Finance Minister signed with the IMF and so on. 

• This readjustment happened in terms of public spending, this stagnation in public expenditure for higher 
education has really killed. 

• There is a major reduction in the effort to uphold the minimum acceptable levels of quality of education 
particularly in State institutions. 

• The post-liberalisation [period] has affected much more severely the State institutions. Everybody has been 
affected. 

Subsidies in Higher Education: 

• Inclusiveness and equity are very important characteristics of a good public institution. And, over the years, 
this has actually increased in public institutions and that is entirely because of subsidy. 

• The subsidized education plays a significant role in building an economy as in the case of India. 

• Students engaged with research and specialised education go on to become better contributors to the 
economy. Higher education boosts innovation, creative thinking and innovations. 

Providing the subsidies to the needy will yield best results: 

• According to study conducted by Gokhale Institute, benefits can be skewed in the absence of regulation. 
Therefore, eliminating free riders is the biggest challenge in dissemination of subsidies. 

• Technological improvement like Aadhar, direct benefit transfer can be used to eliminate inclusion and 
exclusion errors. 

• Rationalisation of fee structure according to the demand of programmes based on marketability, 
affordability and input cost and according to different income groups could pave the way for optimal 
utilization of subsidies. 

• A proper regulatory mechanism should be placed in order to make private institutions in line with the 
government’s goal of making higher education accessible and affordable to vulnerable section. 

Differences in Spending for various fields: 

• Student subsidies for premier institutions like the IITs and engineering colleges are incomparably higher than 
those for universities and colleges, particularly for liberal arts institutions. 

• Similarly, there are major disparities in allocation of funds per student in Central universities and State 
universities, and between colleges in the metropolises and those in the mofussil towns, between mainstream 
and distance education. 

• In some of the well-known universities, it is the correspondence courses and the revenues that are generated 
out of them that are cross-subsidising the other programmes. 

• There is considerable divergence across public institutions in higher education in the proportion of revenue 
from students as a total of the operational expenditure. 

• There are States with a controlled fee, at the same time, many State universities are in a predicament where 
their salaries and pension liabilities constitute something like three-fourths or four-fifths of their 
expenditure. 

Conclusion: 

• Creating free public education is one way to allow people the tools to escape poverty, and work to improve 
the basic skills that they will use throughout their lives. IF it’s done properly. 

• If schools are given the resources, they need to meaningfully impact their students lives, and are given the 
resources to help the students who lack these basic skills. 

• We need to redefine them so as to help our students meet changing needs of society and thrive in the 
exciting new world of possibilities. 

• We need to recognize that there are multiple intelligences and intellectual intelligence is just one of them. 
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• Moral intelligence is just as important as intelligence of the mind. Altruistic intelligence can be more 
important than logical intelligence. 

• Therefore, we need to develop the student in a holistic and balanced way. 

• They must know how to research and create knowledge and apply them in unfamiliar settings, including the 
new spaces of a fast-changing digital economy. 

11. THE MISADVENTURE OF A NEW CITIZENSHIP REGIME 

Context: 

• The appetite of the Indian state for counting its people is evidently insatiable. 

• The Office of the Registrar General and Census Commissioner has completed a 10-year project of data 
collection, at the household level, for the Census of 2021. 

• The individual level data collection for the National Population Register is also to be uploaded next summer, 
alongside the Census. 

• As of January 2019, nearly 123 crore Aadhaar cards had been issued. In Parliament, recently, yet another 
exercise in counting was proposed, for a nationwide National Register of Citizens (NRC). 

• While its predecessors were counting “residents” rather than “citizens”, the objective of this latest initiative 
is to count citizens specifically to sift and sort citizens from non-citizens, to include and exclude, and having 
done so to weed out “infiltrators” destined for detention camps and potential deportation. 

About nationwide National Register of Citizens (NRC): 

• The NRC is the list of Indian 
citizens and was prepared 
in 1951, following the 
census of 1951. 

• The process of NRC update 
was taken up in Assam as 
per a Supreme Court order 
in 2013. 

• In order to wean out cases 
of illegal migration from 
Bangladesh and other 
adjoining areas, NRC 
updation was carried out 
under The Citizenship Act, 
1955, and according to 
rules framed in the Assam 
Accord. 

The cost of ‘authentication’: 

• The Assam NRC is reported to have cost Rs.1,600 crore with 50,000 officials deployed to enrol almost 3.3 
crore applicants in an exercise that even its champions acknowledge to be deeply flawed, as it ended up 
excluding 19 lakh people. 

• On this basis, and taking as an indicative number the Indian electorate of 87.9 crore, a nationwide NRC would 
require an outlay of Rs.4.26 lakh crore, which is more than double the presumptive loss in the 2G scam, and 
four times the budgetary outlay for education this year. 

• The work of “authenticating” 87.9 crore people would entail the deployment of 1.33 crore officials. 

• In 2011-12 (the most recent official data available), the total number of government employees in India was 
2.9 crore. 

• If, like the Census, this exercise is to be managed exclusively by the Central government, the additional 
personnel needed would make this a truly novel employment generation programme. 

Why the nationwide NRC proposed is being criticised? 
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• The underlying rationale, feasibility, and moral legitimacy with a nationwide NRC gives birth to various 
challenges: 

• On one hand NRC carves out a framework to eliminate illegal immigrants, on the other hand, the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill (2016) creates a path to grant citizenship to preferred groups of the immigrants. 
o For instance, the implicit assumption in the case of Assam NRC was that the infiltrators were 

Bangladeshis (primarily Muslims) who must be disenfranchised. 
o Whereas the Citizenship Amendment Bill explicitly promises to grant citizenship to migrants belonging 

to specified minority religious groups (all except Muslims) who face the fear of persecution in 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and Pakistan. 

• The NRC exercise raises suspicion of alienage in the minds of the citizens. 

Many uncertainties that persist related to this exercise like: 

• There is speculation about a July 1948 date as the cut-off date in light of constitutional provisions, post-
Partition jurisprudence, and the enactment of the Citizenship Act in 1955, but it still is unclear. 

• Will the enrolment process in the NRC be compulsory or voluntary (as was the case in Assam), and what 
might be the consequences of not seeking registration is debatable. 

• Seeking the consent of State governments to conduct this exercise is a challenging task. Many North-eastern 
states are already protesting the NRC. 

The process of NRC is inconsistent with existing laws such as: 

• Under the Citizenship Act, 1955 which deals with the provisions of acquisition and termination of Indian 
citizenship does not contain any provision for identifying aliens. But NRC declares the non-nationals as 
aliens. 

• Under the Foreigners’ Act, 1946, the burden of proof lies on the individual charged with being a foreigner 
but in NRC the entire population has to give proof of their citizenship. 

• The Supreme Court in 2005 struck down the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunal) Act (IMDT Act- 
which highlighted the mechanism for identifying the foreigners) claiming that the provisions mentioned in it 
are very stringent making the detection and deportation of illegal migrants almost impossible. 

• But the NRC tries to repeat the same thing. 

• The NRC would give rise to the practice of “paper citizenship” acquired through the networks of kinship. 

• The one who is not included in the list would lose the Indian nationality, putting undocumented nationals at 
risk of losing their citizenship in a futile search for non-national migrants who are better documented, as 
was found in the case of Assam. This poses a grave fear in the minds of the people. 

• The exercise would lead to enhanced anxiety in the minds of excluded sections of the society, especially the 
minorities. 

• The series of recent events such as vigilante violence against minorities, the triple talaq legislation, and 
the reading down of Article 370 aggravates such fears. 

Conclusion: 

• Constitutionally, India is a political community whose citizens avow the idea of the nation as a civic entity, 
transcending ethnic differences. 

• The NRC-CAB combination signals a transformative shift from a civic-national conception to an ethno-
national conception of India, as a political community in which identity determines gradations of citizenship. 

• In the final analysis, the minutiae of implementation from cut-off dates to resource constraints are only 
cautionary arguments against this potential misadventure. 

• Article 14 of the Constitution that mandates equality and equal protection under the law. 

• It appears virtually certain the proposed provision will come up before a Constitution Bench of the Supreme 
Court in the not-too-distant future. 

• Above all, for the equality of citizenship, based on birth and without regard to creed, that our Constitution 
guarantees. 
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ECONOMY 

1. STILL A DEVELOPING COUNTRY 

Introduction: 

• India is that of a country making rapid developmental strides since 2014, on the other, when it comes 
to developmental status at the World Trade Organisation (WTO), India is trying hard to prove that it is a poor 
country. 

• US president has asked for changing the WTO rules for changing the developing country status of countries 
like India and China and other countries. 

• The WTO (World Trade Organisation) Agreements contain provisions which give developing countries special 
rights under the WTO framework. These rights are called “special and differential treatment” provisions. 

WTO norms for recognition of Developed, Developing and LDCs: 

• Under the WTO system, generally, 
countries are designated as 
developed, developing, and least 
developed countries (LDCs). 

• The uneven level of development 
between developed and 
developing countries in the WTO is 
a well-recognised fact. 

• Article XVIII of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) recognises that attaining 
the objectives of this agreement 
would require facilitating the 
progressive development of those 
countries that can only support low 
levels of development and are at 
the early stages of development. 

• Accordingly, countries self-
designate themselves as ‘developing country’ to take advantage of provisions like Article XVIII of GATT and 
other special and differential treatment (S&DT) provisions in the WTO agreements. 

• These provisions are aimed at increasing trade opportunities for developing countries, ensuring longer 
transitional periods to comply with WTO obligations, and affording technical assistance to countries, among 
other things. 

• Article IX.2 of the WTO agreement provides that the LDC status of a country in the WTO is based on such 
status being recognised by the UN. 

• But the agreement does not mention any criterion to determine a ‘developing country’ status. 

Developing country status for India at the WTO: Why this dichotomy? 

• While the former assertion is made to please the domestic constituency, the latter proclamation is because 
of U.S. President Donald Trump’s threat that countries like India should be stripped off their ‘developing 
country’ status in the WTO. 

Regarding Special and Differential Treatment provisions: 

The WTO Agreements contain provisions which give developing countries special rights. These are called “special 
and differential treatment” provisions. The special provisions include: 

• Longer time periods for implementing Agreements and commitments, 

• Measures to increase trading opportunities for developing countries, 

• Provisions requiring all WTO members to safeguard the trade interests of developing countries, 

• Support to help developing countries build the capacity to carry out WTO work, handle disputes, and 
implement technical standards, and 
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• Provisions related to least-developed country (LDC) Members. 

• Part IV of the GATT includes provisions on the concept of non-reciprocal preferential treatment for 
developing countries that when developed countries grant trade concessions to developing countries, they 
should not expect the developing countries to make matching offers in return. 

US demand and opposes Developing Countries Criteria: 

• The US opposes self-selection of the developing country status and demanded stopping of developing 
country concessions to several of these countries including China and India. 

• Reform submitted by the US to the WTO urges to withhold special treatment from countries classified as 
“high income” by the World Bank, OECD members or acceding members, G20 nations and any state 
accounting for 0.5 percent or more of world trade. 

• It is not immediately clear what action the US can take unilaterally as decisions at WTO are on consensus 
basis and most developing countries have vehemently opposed the idea proposed by the US. 

• The US is however set to paralyse the apex adjudicating body at the WTO-the appellate tribunal by not 
allowing appointment of new judges to the body. 

A few days back, South Korea capitulated to this pressure, giving up its ‘developing country’ status. The heat is on 
India. 

US argued and wants India not to enjoy the Special and Differential Treatment provisions: 

• In January 2019, the U.S. made a formal submission to the WTO that countries like India are no more 
‘developing countries’ and thus should not enjoy the S&DT benefits. 

• It presented data such as the fact that India’s GDP has grown from $0.60 trillion in 1995 to $2.63 trillion in 
2017. 

• The U.S. proposed that any country that meets one of the following criteria shall not be eligible for S&DT 
benefits: membership of, or seeking accession to OECD; membership of G20; share in world exports 
exceeding 0.5% or classified as high-income group by the World Bank. 

• India is a member of the G20 and its share in world exports is around 1.7% as of early 2019. So, as per these 
criteria, India will not qualify as a developing country. 

Conclusion: 

• In a paper submitted to the WTO, it gave several numbers to show that it is still a poor country and 
thus requires S&DT provisions. 

• For example, the paper showed that India’s GDP per capita is very low; India has 364 million people living 
in multidimensional poverty; the domestic subsidies provided to per farmer is a meagre $227; and India has 
a very low research and development capacity. 

• Any unilateral action by the U.S. would be a violation of international law and yet another onslaught 
on trade multilateralism. 

• While graduating to a ‘developed country’ status would have been a matter of joy, the ground reality is very 
different. India rightly countered the U.S.’s argument. 

2. REAL ESTATE SHELTER: ON ALTERNATIVE INVESTMENT FUND 

Context: 

• The Union Cabinet has approved the creation of an Alternative Investment Fund (AIF) of Rs.25,000 crore to 
provide last-mile funding for stalled affordable and middle-income housing projects across the country. 

• The Cabinet decision amends the original announcement by allowing housing projects that have been 
classified as non-performing assets (NPA) and that are under National Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT) proceedings also to be eligible for financing. 

• The fund size will initially be Rs.25,000 crore with the government providing Rs.10,000 crore and the State 
Bank of India and the Life Insurance Corporation providing the balance. 

• The fund is not capped at Rs.25,000 crore and will likely grow as a lot of sovereign funds have shown interest. 
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Real Estate Sector Importance: 

• The real estate sector is not only 
one of the biggest providers of jobs 
but also has a huge multiplier 
effect in the economy. 

• Industries ranging from cement 
and steel to paints and 
sanitaryware stand to reap the 
benefits of a healthy real estate 
sector. This is apart from banks and 
financial institutions. 

• What makes the scheme good is 
that it will also apply to 
projects that have been declared 
as non-performing assets by banks 
and to those lined up before 
the insolvency court. 

• Apart from real estate promoters, 
this will also aid lenders, mainly finance companies and banks, whose funds are locked up in these projects. 

• Most of the stalled projects are solvent but stuck for liquidity and with support from the AIF, can be 
completed, unlocking value not just for buyers but also precious cash for the project promoters and their 
lenders. 

RERA (Real Estate Regulation & Development Act): 

• RERA is aimed at establishing real estate regulatory authority for regulating and promotion of the real estate 
sector, ensuring efficient and transparent transactions and establishing an adjudicating mechanism for 
speedy dispute redressal, thereby protecting the interests of consumers. 

• It seeks to address vital issues of fair transactions, timely delivery and quality construction. 

• The regulation has come as a big relief in the backdrop of lakhs of aggrieved home buyers across India 
protesting against long delays in delivering their homes in which they have invested their hard-earned 
money. 

• Earlier, home buyers would fall prey to unscrupulous builders, luring them to invest in unapproved projects, 
promising high returns. 

• But now under RERA, buyers interests are protected as only registered developers can launch projects. 

• Moreover, developers cannot launch and advertise their projects and seek customers bookings, without 
getting all the required permissions from the authorities. 

• They are also barred from arbitrarily charging the booking amount as under the new regulation, booking 
amount has been fixed at 10 percent of the property cost. 

Housing sector in India: Need of Alternative Investment Fund (AIF): 

• According to the government’s estimates, there are more than 1,600 housing projects in which 4.58 lakh 
crore units are stalled. 

• All affordable and middle-income housing projects that are net worth positive and are registered with 
the Real Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA) and that have not been deemed liquidation-worthy will be 
eligible. 

• The AIF is expected to pool investments from other government-related and private investors, including 
public financial institutions, sovereign wealth funds, public and private banks, domestic pension and 
provident funds, global pension funds and other institutional investors. 

Right Implementation is the need of the hour: 

• While the AIF is a good idea, it is important that it is implemented without glitches. Too many good ideas 
have suffered due to bad implementation. 

• The critical part will be identifying the genuine projects in need of support and ensuring that biases do not 
creep in. 
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• It is not clear, whether sovereign funds and other private investors will really show interest or not. 

• Also, important will be attracting more investors into the AIF. 

• These need to be followed upon quickly and money should be released from the AIF right away so that 
the trickle-down effect is felt before the end of this financial year. 

• Along with private money in the AIF will also come return expectations that need to be managed. 

Conclusion: 

• The fund is therefore expected not only to support the sector but also generate commercial return for its 
investors. 

• The government further expects this fund to not only ease the stress in the real estate sector but also in other 
major sectors of the economy as well. 

• The creation of special window for affordable and middle-income housing projects would revive the real 
estate sector and generate considerable employment. 

• Besides, revival of the sector will also lead to demand of cement, iron & steel industries giving 
further impetus to generate more employment. 

• This initiative will have a positive effect in releasing stress in other major sectors of the Indian economy as 
well. 

3. INDIA’S GROWTH HINGES ON COOPERATIVE FEDERALISM 

Introduction: 

• In the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business index released last month, India ranked 63, an impressive jump 
from its lowly rank of 142 in 2014. 

• Yet, there is anecdotal evidence of investors being frustrated by venality, indifference and corruption at the 
operating level. 

Centralisation at time of Independence: 

• In the early years of our republic, the Centre dominated across all domains political, economic and 
administrative and states, even those led by leaders with political heft, acquiesced to this unequal 
arrangement. 

• The reaction to central dominance came in the early 1980s when strong regional leaders started agitating 
against “the hegemony of the Centre”. 

However, Now, Growing importance of states in India’s Economic Management: 

• When the government amended the terms of reference of the 15th Finance Commission asking that 
allocations for defence and internal security be carved out upfront, before determining the pool of resources 
to be shared with the states, the states baulked at the highhandedness of the Centre. 

• Central government attempted to reform the land acquisition law by tweaking the balance in favour of 
investors, but quickly buckled down as many states took umbrage. 

• This, even though land is on the concurrent list in the Constitution, and a central law would have prevailed 
notwithstanding states’ opposition. 

Cooperative and Competitive Federalism is the secret to India’s success: 

• Competitiveness is an idea that has stood the test of time. From early macroeconomic ideas of comparative 
advantage and competitive advantage, our understanding of the determinants of competitiveness has 
evolved considerably. 

• More recently, the concept of national competitiveness and regional competitiveness has come into the 
mainstream. 

• As the literature on competitiveness notes, there exists a powerful connection between economic and 
social development improving competitiveness requires investment in both. 

• This, in turn, requires coordination of our economic and social policies across various levels of government. 

• As a consequence, the Centre yielded to the states, but largely in the political space. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  28 InsightsIAS 

• Much of the economic policy control stayed with the Centre which decided not just public investment but 
even private investment through its industrial and import licensing policies, leaving the states on the 
margins of economic management. 

Three trends, in particular, have shifted 
the economic centre of gravity from the 
Centre to the states: 

The first is the change in the content of 
the reform agenda: 

• The Centre could push through the 
reforms of the 1990s without even 
informing, much less consulting, the 
states because they all pertained to 
subjects such as industrial licencing, 
import permits, exchange rate and 
the financial sector, which were 
entirely within its domain. 

• In contrast, the second-generation 
reforms on the agenda now shift the 
emphasis, to use economic jargon, 
from product to factor markets like 
land, labour and taxation, which 
need, not just acquiescence, but 
often the consent of states. 

• Nothing illustrates the increased 
clout of the states in driving reforms 
more than the GST negotiations. 

• There was a clash of interests not 
just between the Centre and states 
but also between producer and 
consumer states, large and small 
states and coastal and inland states. 

• The grand bargain that culminated in 
the GST, admittedly imperfect, 
involved all parties making 
compromises. 

• But the deal could not be clinched 
until the Centre guaranteed to fill 
the revenue gap, if any, of states 
according to an agreed formula. 

The second factor driving the economic 
centre of gravity towards states is the 
changing dynamics of our fiscal 
federalism: 

• Ballpark estimates suggest that 
the Centre collects about 60 per 
cent of the combined 
revenue (Centre and states), but 
gets to spend only about 40 per cent 
of the combined expenditure. 

• This asymmetry is mirrored on the 
states side. Together, they collect 40 
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per cent of the combined revenue, but spend as much as 60 per cent of the combined expenditure. 

• More important than the aggregates are the greater autonomy that states now enjoy in determining their 
expenditure. 

• The states now not only get a larger quantum of central transfers but also get to decide on how to spend 
that larger quantum. 

• The RBI in its latest annual report on state finances, raised several red flags states’ increasing weakness in 
raising revenue, their unsustainable debt burden and their tendency to retrench capital expenditures in 
order to accommodate fiscal shocks such as farm loan waivers, power sector loans under UDAY and a host 
of income transfer schemes. 

• As the RBI pointed out, the quality of expenditure at the state level has a multiplier effect on overall 
development outcomes. 

The third major trend is states critical role in creating a conducive investment climate in the country: 

• Much of the responsibility for improving the ease of doing business rests not with Delhi but with the states. 
This highlights the need for coordinated action. 

• India’s prospects, including our aspiration for a $5 trillion economy, depend on the Centre and the states 
working together. 

• If ever there was an opportune moment for a big push on cooperative federalism, it is now. 

Conclusion: 

• India can only achieve its ambitious growth targets by enhancing competitiveness at all levels of 
government. 

• Instituting a system of cooperative and competitive federalism has been a hallmark of India’s policy-
making in the past five years and has achieved considerable results. 

• Cooperative and competitive federalism are complementary ideas that will drive India’s growth story in the 
coming decades. 

• Robust monitoring and evaluation systems are needed so that blockages can be identified, potential 
solutions deliberated and the results monitored. 

• India’s success stories in fostering competitive federalism have been backed by a robust data collection, 
validation, monitoring and evaluation framework. 

4. WHAT IS CONSUMER EXPENDITURE SURVEY ? 

Context: 

• Recently, the government announced that in view of “data quality issues” the Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation had decided not to release the results of the all-India Household Consumer 
Expenditure Survey conducted by the National Statistical Office (NSO) during 2017-2018. 

• It asserted that any findings from the survey that had been referred to in media reports were essentially 
“draft in nature”. 

• It also noted that these reports had concluded that the results had been withheld due to the ‘adverse’ 
findings in the survey which showed consumer spending was falling. 

• It also said it was “separately examining the feasibility of conducting the next Consumer Expenditure Survey 
(CES) in 2020-2021 and 2021-22 after incorporating all data quality refinements in the survey process”. 

What is Consumer Expenditure Survey (CES)? 

• The CES is traditionally a quinquennial (recurring every five years) survey conducted by the government’s 
National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) that is designed to collect information on the consumption spending 
patterns of households across the country, both urban and rural. 

• The data gathered in this exercise reveals the average expenditure on goods (food and non-food) and services 
and helps generate estimates of household Monthly Per Capita Consumer Expenditure (MPCE) as well as 
the distribution of households and persons over the MPCE classes. 
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Need and Necessity of Consumer Expenditure Survey (CES): 

• The estimates of monthly per capita consumption spending are vital in gauging the demand dynamics of 
the economy as well as for understanding the shifting priorities in terms of baskets of goods and services, 
and in assessing living standards and growth trends across multiple strata. 

• From helping policymakers spot and address possible structural anomalies that may cause demand to shift 
in a particular manner in a specific socio-economic or regional cohort of the population. 

• To providing pointers to producers of goods and providers of services, the CES is an invaluable analytical as 
well as forecasting tool. 

• It is, in fact, used by the government in rebasing the GDP and other macro-economic indicators. 

Previous 2011 Survey: 

• The survey showed that average urban MPCE (at Rs 2,630) was about 84% higher than average rural MPCE 
(Rs 1,430) for the country as a whole. 

• Food accounted for about 53% of the value of the average rural Indian household’s consumption during 
2011-12, in the case of urban households it accounted for only 42.6% of the average consumption budget. 

• Average protein intake per capita per day was seen to rise steadily with MPCE levels in rural India from 43 
g for the bottom 5% of population ranked by MPCE to 91 g for the top 5%, and in urban India from 44 g for 
the bottom 5% to about 87 g for the top 5%. 

• Education accounted for 3.5% of the rural household’s average spending, an urban household spent almost 
7% of its monthly consumption budget on it. 

What the government said: 

• Results of the survey show significant divergence in consumption pattern and with administrative data 
sources. 
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• Survey lacks ability to capture consumption of social services by households, especially on health and 
education. 

• The ministry will examine the feasibility of conducting the next consumer expenditure survey in 2020-21 and 
2021-22. 

Following better Macroeconomic statistics as the IMF guidelines: 

• As a subscriber to the International Monetary Fund’s Special Data Dissemination Standard (SDDS), India is 
obliged to follow good practices in four areas in disseminating macroeconomic statistics to the public. 

• These comprise the coverage, periodicity, and timeliness of data; public access to those data; data integrity; 
and data quality. 

• With the IMF’s ‘Annual Observance Report’ for 2018 already having flagged concerns about India’s delays 
in releasing economic data, the country risks falling afoul of its SDDS obligations. 

Conclusion: 

• The results of the survey were examined and it was noted that there was a significant increase in the 
divergence in not only the levels in the consumption pattern but also the direction of the change when 
compared to the other administrative data sources like the actual production of goods and services 

• With the Advisory Committee on National Accounts Statistics also having separately recommended that 
2017-18 would not be used as an appropriate year for rebasing of the GDP series, the very credibility of GDP 
data going forward could come under greater scrutiny. 

• The ministry said a committee examined the survey report and noted these “discrepancies” and came out 
with recommendations, including a refinement in the survey methodology and improving the data quality 
on a “concurrent basis.” 

• The recommendations of the committee are being examined for implementation in future surveys. 
 
 

SCIENCE & TECH 

1. WHAT IS ‘INDIGEN’ PROJECT THAT IS SEQUENCING INDIAN GENES? 

Context: 

• The Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR)  conducts Whole Genome Sequencing of over 1,000 
Indians for Biomedical Applications 

• The Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) has conducted Whole Genome Sequencing of 1,008 
Indians from different populations across the country. 

• Announcing details of the IndiGen Genome project, the Union Minister for Science & Technology said that 
the whole genome data will be important for building the knowhow, baseline data and indigenous 
capacity in the emerging area of Precision Medicine.  

What is a genome? 

• A genome is the DNA, or sequence of genes, in a cell. Most of the DNA is in the nucleus and intricately coiled 
into a structure called the chromosome. 

• The rest is in the mitochondria, the cell’s powerhouse. Every human cell contains a pair of chromosomes, 
each of which has three billion base pairs or one of four molecules that pair in precise ways. 

• The order of base pairs and varying lengths of these sequences constitute the “genes”, which are responsible 
for making amino acids, proteins and, thereby, everything that is necessary for the body to function. 

• It is when these genes are altered or mutated that proteins sometimes do not function as intended, leading 
to disease. 

Process of Genome Sequencing: 

• Sequencing a genome means deciphering the exact order of base pairs in an individual. 

• This “deciphering” or reading of the genome is what sequencing is all about. 

• Costs of sequencing differ based on the methods employed to do the reading or the accuracy stressed upon 
in decoding the genome. 
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• It has been known that the portion of the genes responsible for making proteins called the exome 
occupies about 1% of the actual gene. 

• India, led by the CSIR, first sequenced an Indian genome in 2009, it is only now that the organisation’s 
laboratories have been able to scale up whole-genome sequencing and offer them to the public. 

About IndiGen Genome project: 

• The IndiGen initiative was 
undertaken by CSIR in April 2019, 
which was implemented by the 
CSIR-Institute of Genomics and 
Integrative Biology (IGIB), Delhi 
and CSIR-Centre for Cellular and 
Molecular Biology (CCMB), 
Hyderabad. 

• The objective is to enable genetic 
epidemiology and develop public 
health technologies 
applications using population 
genome data. 

• This has enabled benchmarking 
the scalability of genome 
sequencing and computational 
analysis at population scale in a 
defined timeline. 

• The ability to decode the genetic 
blueprint of humans through 
whole genome sequencing will be 
a major driver for biomedical science. 

• IndiGen programme aims to undertake whole genome sequencing of thousands of individuals 
representing diverse ethnic groups from India. 

Need for genome sequencing: 

• A genetic test, which is commercially available at several outlets in the country, usually involves analysing 
only a portion of the genome that’s known to contain aberrant genes linked to disease. 

• It is important to ensure that India, with its unparalleled human diversity, is adequately represented in terms 
of genomic data and develops indigenous capacity to generate, maintain, analyse, utilize and communicate 
large-scale genome data, in a scalable manner. 

• Ever since the human genome was first sequenced in 2003, it opened a fresh perspective on the link between 
disease and the unique genetic make-up of each individual. 

• Nearly 10,000 diseases including cystic fibrosis, thalassemia are known to be the result of a single gene 
malfunctioning. 

• While genes may render some insensitive to certain drugs, genome sequencing has shown that cancer too 
can be understood from the viewpoint of genetics, rather than being seen as a disease of certain organs. 

• The human genome has about 3.2 billion base pairs and just 10 years ago cost about $10,000. Now prices 
have fallen to a tenth. 

Applications of IndiGen Genome project: 

• The outcomes of the IndiGen will have applications in a number of areas including predictive and preventive 
medicine with faster and efficient diagnosis of rare genetic diseases. 

• The outcomes will be utilized towards understanding the genetic diversity on a population scale, 
make available genetic variant frequencies for clinical applications and enable genetic epidemiology of 
diseases. 

• The benefits of this initiative include epidemiology of genetic diseases to enable cost effective genetic tests, 
carrier screening applications for expectant couples, enabling efficient diagnosis of heritable cancers and 
pharmacogenetic tests to prevent adverse drug reactions. 
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Conclusion: 

• The aim of the exercise was twofold: To test if it’s possible to rapidly and reliably scan several genomes and 

• Advise people on health risks that are manifest in their gene and, understand the variation and frequency 
of certain genes that are known to be linked to disease. 

• The IndiGenome card and app ensures privacy and data security, which is vital for personal genomics to be 
implemented at scale. 

• The CSIR exercise ties into a larger programme coordinated by the Department of Biotechnology, which plans 
to scan nearly 20,000 Indian genomes over the next five years, in a two-phase exercise, and develop 
diagnostic tests that can be used to test for cancer. 

2. UNDERSTANDING SPACE INTERNET 

Context: 

• The SpaceX, the world’s leading private company in space technology, fired a spray of 60 satellites into 
orbit. 

• This is the first operational batch of what is intended to eventually evolve into a constellation of nearly 
12,000 satellites aimed at providing low-cost and reliable space-based Internet services to the world. 

About Starlink network project: 

• The Starlink network, as the 
project is called, is one of several 
ongoing efforts to start beaming 
data signals from space, and also 
the most ambitious. 

• SpaceX announced the satellite 
Internet constellation in January 
2015, and launched two test 
satellites in February 2018. The 
company has now deployed 122 
satellites in orbit. 

• SpaceX appeared ready to scale 
up its ambition, telling 
the International 
Telecommunication Union 
(ITU) in filings through the United 
States Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) that it intends 
to deploy another 30,000 Starlink 
satellites in Low Earth Orbit 
(LEO) in coming years. 

• The ITU is the United Nations 
specialised agency for 
information and communication 
technologies, with a membership of 193 member states, some 900 companies, universities, and international 
and regional organisations. The FCC is the statutory communications regulator of the US. 

Why is it necessary to launch satellites in order to provide Internet services? 

• This is mainly to ensure that reliable and uninterrupted Internet services now part of humanity’s basic 
infrastructure. 

• An important means of delivering a wide variety of public services to the world’s peoples are universally 
available in every part of the globe. 

• Currently, about 4 billion people, more than half the world’s population, do not have access to reliable 
Internet networks. 
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• And that is because the traditional ways to deliver the Internet fibre-optic cables or wireless 
networks cannot take it everywhere on Earth. 

• In many remote areas, or places with difficult terrain, it is not feasible or viable to set up cables or mobile 
towers. 

Present usage of Internet from the Geo-Stationary Satellites: 

• Space-based Internet systems have, in fact, been in use for several years now but only for a small number of 
users. 

• Most of the existing systems use satellites in geostationary orbit. This orbit is located at a height of 35,786 
km over the Earth’s surface, directly above the Equator. 

• Satellites in this orbit move at speeds of about 11,000 km per hour, and complete one revolution of the Earth 
in the same time that the earth rotates once on its axis. 

• To the observer on the ground, therefore, a Satellite in Geo-Stationary orbit appears stationary. 

But, How will placing satellites in lower orbits help? 

• One big advantage of beaming signals from geostationary orbit is that the satellite can cover a very large 
part of the Earth. 

• Signals from one satellite can cover roughly a third of the planet and three to four satellites would be 
enough to cover the entire Earth. 

• Also, because they appear to be stationary, it is easier to link to them. But satellites in geostationary orbit 
also have a major disadvantage. 

• The Internet is all about transmission of data in (nearly) real time. However, there is a time lag called 
latency between a user seeking data, and the server sending that data. 

• And because data transfers cannot happen faster than the speed of light (in reality, they take place at 
significantly lower speeds), the longer the distance that needs to be covered the greater is the time lag, or 
latency. 

• In space-based networks, data requests travel from the user to the satellite, and are then directed to data 
centres on the ground. The results then make the same journey in the reverse direction. 

Bringing down the Latency from 600 milliseconds to 20-30 milliseconds: 

• A transmission like this from a satellite in geostationary orbit has a latency of about 600 milliseconds. 

• A satellite in the lower orbit, 200-2,000 km from the Earth’s surface, can bring the lag down to 20-30 
milliseconds, roughly the time it takes for terrestrial systems to transfer data. 

• The LEO extends up to 2,000 km above the Earth’s surface. 

• The Starlink satellites the 12,000 for which SpaceX has permission, as well as the other 30,000 that it wants 
to launch will be deployed in the altitude band of 350 km to 1,200 km. 

However, Lower Orbits have their own problem: 

• Owing to their lower height, their signals cover a relatively small area. As a result, many more satellites are 
needed in order to reach signals to every part of the planet. 

• Additionally, satellites in these orbits travel at more than double the speed of satellites in geostationary 
orbit about 27,000 km per hour to balance the effects of gravity. 

• Many more satellites are needed in the networks, so that there are no breaks in the transmission of data. 

• That is the reason why the Starlink network is talking about 42,000 satellites. 

When will Starlink be able to provide its space-based Internet service? 

• Starlink aims to start service in the northern United States and Canada in 2020, and expand to cover the 
whole world by 2021. 

• The current plan is to deploy satellites in two constellations of around 4,400 and 7,500. 

• Launches 60 satellites at a time will take place at frequent intervals now onward. 

• SpaceX says it can start services on a small scale once 400 satellites join the network. 

• Once operational, space-based Internet networks are expected to change the face of the Internet. 

• Services such as autonomous car driving are expected to be revolutionised, and the Internet of Things 
(IoT) can be integrated into virtually every household, whether urban or rural. 
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Is there a downside to this projection? 

• Three issues have been flagged increased space debris, increased risk of collisions, and the concern of 
astronomers that these constellations of space Internet satellites will make it difficult to observe other space 
objects, and to detect their signals. 

• To put things in perspective, there are fewer than 2,000 operational satellites at present, and fewer than 
9,000 satellites have been launched into space since the beginning of the Space Age in 1957. Most of 
the operational satellites are located in the lower orbits. 

Too many satellites could lead to a space-junk catastrophe: 

• Over 100 million bits of junk surround Earth, from abandoned satellites, spacecraft that broke apart, and 
other space missions. 

• Each piece of debris, no matter how small, travels at speeds high enough to inflict catastrophic damage to 
vital equipment. A single hit could be deadly to astronauts on a spacecraft. 

• The more stuff we put into orbit, the higher the risk of collisions becomes. 

• Any potential collision would fragment satellites or other orbiting objects into smaller pieces, making 
additional collisions more likely. 

• If such a situation were to spiral out of control, that could spur a catastrophic chain crashes known as 
a Kessler event. 

Conclusion: 

• Recently, the European Space Agency (ESA) had to perform, for the first time ever, a “collision avoidance 
manoeuvre” to protect one of its live satellites from colliding with a “mega constellation”. 

• Astronomers and scientists have also complained about increased “light-pollution”, a reference to light 
reflected from the man-made satellites that can interfere with and be mistaken for light coming from other 
heavenly bodies. 

• One collision could create and spread bits of junk that then cause another collision, which in turn begets 
more debris and leads to a chain of crashes. 

• Eventually, Earth would wind up surrounded by a field of debris so impassible that any spacecraft passing 
through would be unable to avoid catastrophic collisions. 

 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

1. SUBSTANCE ACROSS THE ARABIAN SEA 

Context: PM Modi embarks 
on two-day visit to Saudi 
Arabia 

• India and Saudi Arabia 
signed a raft of key 
pacts to significantly 
ramp up ties in several 
key sectors including oil 
and gas, renewable 
energy and civil aviation 
during Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s two-day 
visit to the Gulf nation. 

• India, the world’s third-
largest oil 
consumer, imports 83 per cent of its oil needs. 

• Saudi Arabia is its second-biggest supplier after Iraq. It sold 40.33 million tonnes of crude oil to India in 2018-
19 fiscal, when the country had imported 207.3 million tonnes of oil. 

• India buys some 200,000 tonnes of LPG every month from Saudi Arabia. 
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Saudi Arabia with India in recent times: 

• India is the source of the largest expatriate community in Saudi Arabia with a 2.6 million strong diaspora. 

• Unlike in the past, New Delhi is no longer diffident about leveraging its diaspora in its bilateral engagements. 

• Modi pointedly referred to the “hard work and commitment” of the Indian community in Saudi Arabia in 
strengthening the bilateral relationship between the two nations. 

• Nearly two lakh Haj pilgrims and over three hundred thousand Umrah pilgrims from India visit Saudi Arabia 
every year and acceptance of Rupay card will allow them to transact at a cheaper rate. 

• The World Bank’s recently published “Ease of Doing Business” rankings included both India and Saudi Arabia 
in its ten “most improved economies”. 

• India and Saudi Arabia ranked 63rd and 62nd respectively. A joint collaborative effort of both economies 
will transform the Southwest Asia sub-region. 

• India’s sustained outreach to Saudi Arabia has paid rich dividends on the political front with Riyadh taking 
a positive approach on the Kashmir question since the Modi government’s decision to revoke Article 370 on 
August 5. 

• Unlike Turkey and Malaysia, it has cautioned Pakistan against escalating the crisis. 

• Despite Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan making a personal visit to Riyadh and traditionally close Saudi-
Pakistan ties, Saudi Arabia has signalled that it understood Indian concerns and sensitivities on the issue. 

India, Saudi Arabia to Set up Strategic Partnership Council: 

• After the delegation-level talks, the two sides signed an agreement to establish the India-Saudi Arabia 
Strategic Partnership Council to coordinate decisions regarding strategically important issues. 

• The council will be headed by Modi and the crown prince and it will meet at an interval of two years. 

• The two leaders condemned terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, and agreed to step up bilateral 
security cooperation. 

• They also discussed cooperation in agriculture, oil and gas, maritime security, innovative technology, 
renewable energy, trade and investment between the two countries during their talks. 

• An agreement was signed on bringing coordination between e-migration systems of the two countries. 

MoUs signed between India and Saudi Arabia: 

• An MoU was also signed to roll out RuPay card in the Kingdom making Saudi Arabia the third country in the 
Persian Gulf after the UAE and Bahrain to introduce India’s digital payment system. 

• The two sides also vowed to further enhance defence industries collaboration and security cooperation. 
The first naval exercise between the two nations will take place by end of this year or early next year. 

• The two countries also decided to move ahead on the ambitious west coast refinery project in Raigarh in 
Maharastra which will involve investments from Saudi oil giant Aramco, UAE’s Abu Dhabi National Oil 
Company and Indian public sector oil firms. 

• An MoU for a joint venture between Indian Oil Middle East and with Saudi company Al Jeri for downstream 
cooperation and setting up of fuel retail business in the Gulf country was also signed, expanding energy ties 
between the two countries. 

• Pragmatism is dictating Saudi posturing as the very future of the Saudi economic model is at stake. It needs 
new partners like India. 

• It is not without significance that within a week of India’s move, one of the biggest ever foreign investments 
in the country was announced by New Delhi. 

Importance of India to Saudi Arabia: 

• Enhanced ties with India is important for Saudi Arabia as well. The kingdom is facing economic strain in the 
wake of persistently weak oil prices. 

• The U.S. is no longer as dependent on the region for energy as it used to be, thanks to the shale boom. 

• Demand from China is also receding in the wake of a slowdown. Besides, competition in the oil market is 
expected to tighten with a sanctions-free Iran entering the global economic mainstream without any bars. 

• In this context, India is a vital market for Saudi Arabia. There is believed to be friction between Islamabad 
and Riyadh over the former warming up to Tehran and their growing energy cooperation. 

• Pakistan also refused to join Saudi Arabia’s war coalition that has been bombing Yemen for the past one 
year in the name of fighting the Iran-backed Shia rebels. 
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Conclusion: 

• India and Saudi Arabia have enjoyed traditionally close and friendly relations. Saudi Arabia has been one of 
the largest and reliable suppliers of India’s energy needs. 

• Both India and Saudi Arabia are redefining their foreign policy priorities at a time of global and regional 
turmoil. 

• For New Delhi, Saudi Arabia and the Arab Gulf states are becoming key interlocutors in the Middle East. 

• For Saudi Arabia, India is one of the eight major powers with which it wants to forge strategic partnerships 
as part of its Vision 2030. 

• It is not surprising, therefore, that there is a new energy in India-Saudi bilateral partnership. 

2. ENGAGING GERMANY 

Context: 

• Chancellor Angela Merkel’s visit to India highlights expanding European interest in partnering Delhi as well 
as emerging concerns about India’s economic and political trajectory. 

• Germany, as the natural leader of Europe, is struggling to cope with deepening uncertainties economic, 
political and security in its own neighbourhood and the world. 

• Germany is under pressure to take larger responsibilities for regional stability and contribute more to 
the maintenance of the global order. 

Germany Boosting ties with India: 

• Reflecting the new interest, the German Parliament passed a resolution on boosting ties with India days 
before Merkel arrived in Delhi. 

• Maas also called India a pillar of Asian stability and a country that shares European political values. 

• As Germany seeks to bring India into its larger geopolitical calculus, India too is ending its prolonged 
indifference to Europe as a strategic actor. 

• The recent elevation of India’s engagement with France is now being followed by a fresh look at 
strengthening ties with Germany. 

• Engaging Germany is not just about bilateral relations with Berlin. It is about collaboration with the Germany-
led European Union as a whole. 

• The expansive range of agreements signed during Merkel’s visit include trade and investment, mitigating 
climate change, the digital revolution, urban development, agriculture and human resource development. 

• Unlike in the past, defence and security have acquired a prominent place in Indo-German discussions. 

• India had recently celebrated remarkable improvements in the ease of doing business, indicating 
its willingness to remove bureaucratic hurdles. 

• However, technical regulations in trade like testing requirement are real burden for German Companies. 

Strategic Partnership for Sustainable Growth and a Reliable International Order: 

• Chancellor Merkel and Prime Minister Modi reiterated that the Indo-German Strategic Partnership is based 
on the common values and principles of democracy, free and fair trade, and rules-based international order, 
as well as on mutual trust and respect. 

• Key issues in the discussions included jointly driving the digital transformation through innovation and 
frontier technologies, especially artificial intelligence, making economic growth sustainable by cooperating 
on climate change, creating space for people to people contacts through legal mobility for skilled labour, 
and contributing to a reliable international order by strengthening and updating multilateral institutions. 

• Recognising that AI will fundamentally impact the way the world lives and works in the coming years both 
sides intend to work together to foster, encourage and develop cooperation on AI technologies and 
thereby promote innovation and sustainable development. 

• Both sides reaffirmed the importance of building Digital Partnership to intensify regular interaction and 
coordination towards collaboration on the next generation technologies. 

• India and Germany aspire to build a collaborative partnership by leveraging advantages on each side 
recognising increasing integration of hardware and software in developing IoT and AI solutions for societal 
benefits. 
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International Cooperation for Multi-lateral Research: 

• Recognizing that international cooperation has long been a key feature of cutting-edge research projects, 
Germany and India agreed on working together closely to conduct joint bilateral and/or multilateral 
research and development activities on the development and use of AI. 

• This also includes cooperation between German and Indian companies which are part of the same global 
value chains. 

• Both sides stressed the unique opportunity to enhance Indo-German collaboration in the area of AI for 
health. 

• AI collaborations in Agriculture such as precision farming with the aim to increase efficiency and to save 
resources as well as reduction of food losses and waste. 

• Germany and India agree to share research on the complexities arising out of adoption of AI in the workplace 
and its impact on the economy and society through a joint workshop. 

• They welcomed the first stakeholder meeting in Berlin in September 2019 and agreed on facilitating another 
such meeting in India. 

Expanding frontiers of Trade and Investment: 

• The leaders underlined their determination to enhance bilateral trade and investment. 

• Both sides confirmed the importance of a balanced Free Trade Agreement between India and the EU and 
agreed to deepen efforts to restart negotiations between the EU and India on the Bilateral Trade and 
Investment Agreement. 

• Both sides reiterated their strong support for a rules-based international trading system with the WTO at 
its centre. 

• Against this backdrop all efforts should be made to restore the full functioning of the WTO dispute settlement 
system and reform the WTO without undermining its fundamental principles such as Special and 
Differential Treatment, consensus-based decision making and development objectives. 

• To this end both Parties will strive to make the next WTO Ministerial Conference in Nursultan, Kazakhstan a 
success. 

• Amidst the current unpredictability of the US security policies, President Donald Trump’s attack on 
the world trading system, the rapid economic expansion of China into Europe, the increasing 
assertiveness of the Sino-Russian political axis, Berlin is looking to diversify its global partnerships beyond 
the Euro-Atlantic space. 

• India is inevitably at the top of its list of potential strategic partners. 
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Conclusion: 

• Germany is India’s largest trading partner in Europe. Indian exports to Germany focus on the textile sector, 
followed by chemical products, electrical engineering products, metal and leather goods and foodstuffs. 

• Germany is India’s second most important research partner worldwide, after the United States. This is 
reflected in the large number of joint Indo-German scientific publications. 

• There are more than 1000 Indian postgraduate students in Germany and India constitute the second largest 
group of foreign PhD students after the Chinese. 

• In multipolar world order, convergence of India and Germany will be a win-win situation for both the 
countries due to uncertainties created by US policies and increasing assertiveness of Sino-Russian political 
axis. 

• Post Brexit, Germany will become a more important player in European Union. 

• Therefore, engaging Germany is not just about India’s bilateral relations with it. It is about collaborating with 
the Germany led EU as a whole. 

 

3. AFTER RCEP RETICENCE, NEED FOR REFORM RECALIBRATION 

Context: 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that India would not sign on to the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP) agreement. 

• The agreement, which is dubbed as the world’s biggest trade agreement, is expected to proceed with the 15 
other members of the agreement, including Australia, China, Japan, New Zealand, South Korea, and the 10 
member states of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

• India’s decision to withdraw at this stage, particularly in light of India’s own articulation of its national 
interest and its ambitions internally and on the world stage, reflects an inability to translate ambitions into 
action. 

 

How to maintain Sustained High Economic Growth rate: 

• A long-standing goal for India, articulated by multiple governments from across India’s political spectrum, is 
to generate a high level of sustained economic growth. 

• Such growth matters for two reasons: 
o Within India, it will create millions of jobs and secure a stable future for India’s young population, and 
o Externally, to facilitate India’s rise as one of the poles in a multipolar 21st century. 
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• India cannot decide its future by remaining isolated and sitting alone in a corner. 

• The economics of the world have changed and, therefore, we will have to act accordingly. 

• His path to “acting differently” was focused on “promoting the manufacturing sector.” 

• India launched the “Make in India” programme, encouraging global companies to manufacture products in 
India. 

• He articulated the goal of the initiative as the Make in India campaign to create employment and self-
employment opportunities for our youth. 

• We are working aggressively towards making India a Global Manufacturing Hub. 

• This articulation of India’s economic interests is particularly relevant in the context of India’s decision on 
RCEP. 
 

• Beyond these concerns, India has enormous Strategic and Long-term Economic Imperatives to join the 
RCEP. 

• India’s ambitions to become a global hub for manufacturing means that it is the country’s long-term 
national interest to be integrated into global value chains. 
 

• However, in Asia today, there are effectively now two economic structures the RCEP and the Comprehensive 
and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) which will effectively determine global 
value chains for manufacturing in Asia for years to come. 

• India, now a part of neither architecture, will continue to remain unintegrated in such supply chains, and will 
see its ambitions of becoming a global manufacturing hub further delayed. 

What is CPTPP, and how is it different from TPP? 

• Despite the withdrawal of the world’s largest economy from the TPP agreement, CPTPP is one of the largest 
free trade agreements in the world, representing nearly 13.5 percent of global gross domestic product 
(GDP). 

• The agreement links 11 Asia-Pacific economies—Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, 
New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, and Vietnam—providing freer trade and investment access among its 
members. 

• Most of the original TPP text remains intact, and two-thirds of the CPTPP’s 30 chapters are identical to TPP. 

India’s withdrawal from the RCEP: Concerns and Imperatives: 

• In defending India’s withdrawal from the RCEP, the government has articulated three key concerns: 
(i) The first is the negative impact of joining the agreement in key constituencies in India, 

particularly farmers and small business owners. 
(ii) The second is the lack of concessions within the final agreement on key demands for India such as work 

visas and liberalisation in services. 
(iii) The final is regarding India’s trade deficit, and how those deficits would expand under the RCEP, given 

that India currently runs deficits with 11 of the 15 other member states. 

• This concern is particularly acute when it relates to China, with India fearing an influx of cheap Chinese 
imports into India. 

• These concerns, particularly on the fears of Chinese imports and its impact on Indian domestic 
manufacturers, are legitimate and well-founded. 

Withdrawal from the Agreements will not be a Permanent Solution: 

• Minister for External Affairs, S. Jaishankar, has argued that India has faced “unfair restricted market access” 
from China when it exports to the country. 

• Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale has pointed to “millions of non-tariff barriers” in China while accusing China 
of dumping. 

• However, the answer to these concerns is not India’s withdrawal from the agreement. 

• As academician James Crabtree has noted: “India had already won concessions, including implementation 
delays stretching into decades and safeguards to protect sensitive sectors like agriculture.” 
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• Moreover, as Arvind Panagariya, former Vice Chairman of NITI Aayog, stated that existing WTO rules “allow 
us to impose safeguard duties and anti-dumping,” which India has used and can continue to use against 
China when it comes to unfair trade practices. 

Value Chain Integration with Global Markets will yield Sustained Economic Growth: 

• Returning to India’s articulation of its national interest, this delay in integrating with global value chains will 
impact India’s internal and external ambitions. 

• The World Bank found that when coupled with domestic reforms, joining such global value chains can “boost 
growth, create better jobs, and reduce poverty”. 

• India’s own evidence shows that jobs linked to global value chains earn one-third more than those jobs 
focused on the domestic market. 

• The inability to accede to the RCEP and ensure India’s integration into these emerging global value chains 
means India will lose out on a key opportunity to create such high-quality, high-paying jobs. 

Conclusion: 

• India’s absence in both of Asia’s two key economic architectures will take away from India’s goals as 
a regional and Indo-Pacific power, as well as a prospective global power. 

• Given India’s own ambitions to generate growth and jobs through spurring manufacturing within India, and 
becoming a key player and rule-maker on the world stage, India’s decision to withdraw from the RCEP is not 
ideal. 

• India now faces a choice: does it translate this withdrawal from the RCEP into a commitment for domestic 
reforms to prepare itself for the next opportunity to integrate itself into the global value chains and unleash 
Indian manufacturing. 

• Hopefully, India chooses this path. 

4. INDIA: WORLD’S MOST INVESTMENT-FRIENDLY ECONOMY, SAYS PM MODI 

Context: BRICS Summit 2019: 

• India is the world’s most “open and investment friendly” economy, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said as 
he wooed the BRICS business leaders and urged them to invest in the country’s infrastructure development. 

• BRICS countries account for 50 per cent of the world’s economic growth. Despite the recession in the world, 
BRICS countries accelerated economic development, brought millions out of poverty and achieved new 
breakthroughs in technology and innovation. 

• 11th BRICS Summit which will focus on building mechanisms for counter-terrorism cooperation and 
strengthen India’s ties with the world’s five major economies. 

BRICS Summit: The origins, and now: 

• On November 30, 2001, Jim O’Neill, a British economist who was then chairman of Goldman Sachs Asset 
Management, coined the term ‘BRIC’ to describe the four emerging economies of Brazil, Russia, India, and 
China. 

• BRIC on the basis of econometric analyses projecting that the four economies would individually and 
collectively occupy far greater economic space and become among the world’s largest economies in the next 
50 years or so. 

• It was agreed to expand BRIC to BRICS with the inclusion of South Africa at the BRICS Foreign Ministers’ 
meeting in New York in September 2010. 

• South Africa attended the third BRICS Summit in Sanya on April 14, 2011. Last year, leaders of the grouping 
commemorated the 10th anniversary of BRICS in Johannesburg. 

• During the sixth BRICS Summit in Fortaleza, Brazil (2014), the leaders signed the Agreement for establishing 
the New Development Bank (NDB). 

PM Modi at BRICS: 

• BRICS countries together accounts for 42% of the world’s population, a third of the global GDP and 
around 17% share of world trade. 
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• In the words of our Prime Minister, India a land of limitless opportunities, the prime minister urged the 
business leaders of the BRICS nations to invest in India, particularly in its infrastructure development. 

• “India is the world’s most open and investment friendly economy due to political stability, predictable policy 
and business friendly reforms. 

• BRICS nations (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) should also deliberate on mutual social security 
agreement. 

 

BRICS Summit to focus on trade, digital economy: 

• India and the other BRICS economies will aim to strengthen cooperation in digital economy, science, 
technology and innovation. 

• A BRICS MoU between Trade and Investment Promotion Agencies is expected to be signed at the conclusion 
of the summit besides the customary joint declaration that will lay out the future roadmap for 
cooperation among the five countries. 

• BRICS countries’ sizable contribution to global growth, trade and investment makes it an important pillar of 
global order 

BRICS is an Voice of Developing Nations: 

• As the western countries are raising challenges on issues ranging from World Trade Organisation to climate 
change, the developing countries are crippling under the onslaught of these policies. 

• In recent period, BRICS has emerged as the voice of developing countries, or the global south and playing a 
significant role in protecting the rights of developing countries. 

• India is actively pursuing its membership for United Nation Security Council (UNSC) and Nuclear Supplier 
Group (NSG). 

On Terrorism: 

• A key focus of the BRICS summit this year will be on cooperation on countering terrorism. 

• The five countries will aim to “build mechanisms for counter-terrorism cooperation within the BRICS 
framework.” 

• The year the BRICS joint working group on counter-terrorism has decided to constitute five sub working 
groups on counterterrorism in the areas of terrorist financing, use of Internet for terrorist purposes, 
countering radicalization, issue of foreign terrorist fighters and capacity-building. 
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• India is expected to be named the chair of the subgroup on use of internet for terrorist purposes. 

• The Summit will be an opportunity for India to lay the groundwork for hosting the 2021 Summit scheduled 
in India. 

• The last Summit took place in Goa in 2016. India will also be mindful of the fact that the G20 Summit to 
be hosted in India will take place in 2022, and this will be an opportunity to synergise the two agendas from 
New Delhi’s lens as well. 

BRICS nations favour idea of common payment system: 

• Russia and its BRICS peers have been looking for ways to decrease their dependence on the U.S. dollar and 
have advocated using their national currencies in mutual trade. 

• The share of the dollar in Russian foreign trade payments has fallen to 50% from 92% over the past few years, 
while the rouble’s share has risen to 14% from 3%. 

• An efficient BRICS payment system can encourage payments in national currencies and ensure sustainable 
payments and investments among our countries, which make up over 20% of the global inflow of foreign 
direct investment 

• Five BRICS nations had also discussed creating a common cryptocurrency for mutual payments as the 
grouping was reducing the share of payments in the U.S. dollar. 

Conclusion: 

• BRICS should promote comprehensive development of all states both big and small and enhanced mutually 
beneficial cooperation among them on the basis of shared interests. 

• BRICS nations should strive for peaceful and politico-diplomatic settlement of crisis and conflict in various 
regions of the world. 

• BRICS, being one of the pillars of the emerging fairer polycentric world order, plays an important stabilising 
role in global affairs. 

• Democratization of international issues i.e agreements on global agendas should be reached with the widest 
and equal participation of all stakeholders and be based on universally recognised legal norms. 

• The principle of respect for cultural and civilizational diversity of the world should be a top priority. 

• In the storming ocean of world politics, BRICS can contribute significantly in maintaining international 
stability and ensuring global economic growth and becoming a united centre of the multipolar world. 

5. THE MYTHS AROUND FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS 

Context: 

• India’s decision not to join the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) has led to an 
avalanche of write-ups, editorials and interviews. 

• Most looked at the effect of the decision around four issues: exports, investments, integration into the 
global value chain (GVC) and domestic industry. 

• Let us use another source for insights experiences countries have had with free trade agreements (FTAs). 

A few examples of FTAs from the past: 

• So far, India has signed 14 FTAs. The impact of all these FTAs on the economy, and especially on 
the agriculture sector has been disastrous. 

• Among these, the India-Sri Lanka and ASEAN-India FTAs had the greatest negative impact on the Indian 
agriculture sector. 
 

• The India-Sri Lanka FTA’s impact was high on spice farmers. Pepper started coming from Vietnam through 
Sri Lanka. In 1999, the price of pepper was 720 per kg, which has now reduced to 330 per kg. 

• Another sector impacted was tea plantations. Indian green raw tea leaf price was Rs 16 per kg before the 
agreement, but it reached Rs 6 per kg in 2004. 

• The import quota allowed in the agreement from 2000 was 11,250 tonnes. Actual import of tea was much 
less than the import quota. 

• And in 2002, it was 448 tonnes or 2.9 per cent of quota according to The Impact of the Indo-Sri Lanka Free 
Trade Agreement on the Sri Lankan Economy by Sumudu Perera, University of Sri Jayavardanapura. 
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• This statistic proves that not only actual import but also chances of import have a big impact on domestic 
tea prices. Prices of most spice products also came down heavily after the Indo-Sri Lanka FTA. 

 

Does a lower import duty regime help in getting significant investments? 

• For Instance, let us look at evidence from the automobile industry in Australia and India. 

• Australia, in 1987, produced 89% of the cars it used. It protected the car industry through a high 45% import 
duty. But the share of locally produced vehicles came down as the duties were reduced. 

• Today, Australia imports nearly all cars as tariffs came further down to a 5% level. 

• Most manufacturers such as Nissan, Ford, General Motors, Toyota, Mitsubishi, etc. which produced cars in 
Australia shut shop. 

• But India could attract significant investments in the car sector on account of high import duties. This resulted 
in the development of an indigenous car and auto component industry. 

• Now, with the car industry maturing, India can think of lowering import duties to promote competition. 

• Most investments are a result of the package such as tax cuts, cheap land, power, etc. offered by the host 
country. 

• If a country is not the most efficient economy, some level of an import wall helps in getting external 
investments. 

• Without an import wall, many firms may shift production to the more efficient FTA partner countries for 
exporting back to the home market. 

• But the quality of investments increases as a country moves towards becoming a more efficient 
economy. Such countries are in an ideal position to become manufacturing and services hubs. 

Do FTAs ease entry into GVCs? 

• Most commentators have lamented that by not signing RCEP, India will miss becoming part of GVCs. It is not 
so simple. Actual value chain activities are time critical. 

• And a country cannot become a significant part of such value chains unless it has efficient ports, customs, 
shipping, roads and a regulatory compliance infrastructure. GVC production also requires harmonisation of 
product and quality standards. 

• For these reasons, FTAs alone do not make a country part of a value chain, which will be disrupted if a 
shipment is delayed or is of non-standard quality. 

• ASEAN, Japan and Korea constitute the core of the Asian regional value chain. 

• But despite FTAs with these countries, India has a weak presence in the electronics, machinery or apparels 
value chains. 
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Do FTAs lead to an increase in exports? 

• Few economists have argued that by not signing the RCEP, Indian exporters would miss on exporting to RCEP 
countries. 

• They forget that India has FTAs with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Japan, South Korea, 
and three-fourths of the bilateral trade already happens zero duty. India also has a small preferential trade 
agreement with China. 

• The mere signing of an FTA does not guarantee an increase in exports. If import duty in the partner country 
is high, there is a likelihood of an increase in exports by 10% when this duty becomes zero. But chances of 
exports increasing are low if import duty of the partner country is low at 1-3%. 

Is Indian industry protectionist? 

• Consider the impact of reducing import duty on an engine from 20% to zero for an FTA partner. Cheaper 
imports may replace products from domestic industries. 

• But, if the duty on a product is low at say 3%, the local industry may not care much about the duty 
elimination through any FTA. 

• Countries that have reached this stage are comfortable doing FTAs with fewer worries. 

Global Value Chain system: 

• To become a significant partner in global value chain system, it is required to have efficient ports, customs, 
shipping, roads and a regulatory compliance infrastructure. 

• It also requires harmonization of product and quality standards. Therefore, FTAs alone cannot make a 
country part of global value chain system. 

• Despite FTAs with ASEAN, Japan and South Korea, India has a weak presence in the electronics, machinery 
or apparels value chains. 

• It is not always true that if the high import duties are reduced to zero, it will increase exports. 

• For example, Japan reduced duty from 10% to zero for Indian apparels through an FTA in 2011. 

• But even after the FTA, India’s apparel export to Japan reduced from $255 million in 2010 to $152 million in 
2018. This is primarily because of non-tariff barriers. 

Conclusion: Steps to have an effect: 

• An FTA’s possible impact on the economy or exports is subject to many caveats. 

• The FTAs can ensure market access to only the right quality products made at competitive 
prices. Improvement in firm-level competitiveness is a must. 

• The government can help by ensuring lower duties on raw materials and intermediates than on the 
concerned finished products. 

• It can set up an elaborate quality and standards infrastructure for essential products. 

• Most countries regulate imports through such requirements and not through tariffs. 

• Finally, about India turning inward. India ranks higher than the U.S., Japan, and China in the trade openness 
ratio, the globally accepted measure. 

• The ratio is the sum of all imports and exports as % of GDP: India (43) is more open than the United States 
(27), Japan (35), and China (38). 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

1. AMENDING AND UPDATING THE 1981 AIR ACT WILL HELP IN THE BATTLE 

AGAINST POLLUTION 

Context: 

• As Delhi’s Air Quality Index crosses 500, the national capital has officially entered the public health 
emergency category. Schools have been shut, children are complaining of breathing problems. 

• The Environment Pollution (Prevention and Control) Authority declared a public health emergency in the 
Capital as pollution levels entered the ‘severe plus’ category 
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• The concentration of particulate matter PM 10 and PM 2.5 shot up twice the safe limit, when the national 
capital region’s (NCR) emergency action plan to tackle bad air came into effect, which includes a ban on diesel 
generator (DG) sets. 

 

Deteriorating Air Quality Index: 

• PM 2.5 concentration breached the 300 micrograms per cubic metre mark in the mornings. 

• In Delhi, poor quality air irreversibly damages the lungs of 2.2 million or 50 percent of all children 

• The air quality in Delhi, according to a WHO survey of 1600 world cities, is the worst of any major city in the 
world. 

• According to the data provided by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), the overall AQI score of Delhi 
was 504 which prompted the authorities to consider it as public health emergency as it will have adverse 
health impacts on all, particularly our children. 

Reasons for sudden increase in Air Pollution in National Capital Region: 

• Air quality index of Delhi is generally Moderate (101-200) level between January to September, and then it 
drastically deteriorates to Very Poor (301-400), Severe (401-500) or Hazardous (500+) levels in three months 
between October to December, due to various factors including stubble burning, fire crackers burning 
during Diwali and cold weather. 

• The deterioration in air quality is due to a combination of accumulated toxins because of local pollution, 
further spiked by bursting of crackers on Deepavali, stubble burning and extremely adverse weather 
conditions. 

• Stubble Burning: Stubble burning in Punjab, Rajasthan and Haryana is blamed for causing a thick blanket of 
smog in Delhi during winters. 

• It emits large amounts of toxic pollutants in the atmosphere which contain harmful gases like Methane 
(CH4), Carbon Monoxide (CO), Volatile organic compounds (VOC) and carcinogenic polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons. 
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• Large scale construction in Delhi-NCR is another culprit that is increasing dust and pollution in the air. 

• The National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) have declared vehicular emission as a 
major contributor to Delhi’s increasing air pollution. Vehicles contribute 40% of the total pollution load in 
the city. 

• People are facing symptoms associated with pollution like irritation in the eyes and throat, dry skin, skin 
allergies, chronic cough and breathlessness 

• EPCA is a Supreme Court-mandated body that has over a dozen members. It was notified in 1998 by the 
Union Environment Ministry under the Environment Protection Act. 

In India, Air Pollution became a Major Public Health Concern: 

• Recently, the Centre for Science and Environment reported that air pollution kills an average 5 out of every 
10,000 children in India before they turn five. 

• Similarly, the WHO in 2016 reported that pollution has led to the deaths of over 1 lakh children in India. 

• Air pollution in India is not simply an environmental problem, but a major public health concern. 

• It impacts all those breathing in the polluted air of children, the elderly, women and men alike. 

• As its concentration worsens in India and statistics grow more grim, so do our policymakers’ reactions. 

• Overall, several internationally acclaimed studies have affirmed that life expectancy in India has declined 
anywhere between two to three years. 

• Statistics show that India is in a worse situation compared to its global counterparts. 

• According to Greenpeace, 22 of the world’s 30 most polluted cities are in India and Delhi has yet again 
bagged the position of the world’s most polluted capital. 

• These are grim figures, especially when compared to India’s neighbours: Five in China, two in Pakistan and 
one in Bangladesh. 

• In 2018, India was placed in the bottom five countries on the Environmental Performance Index, ranking 
177th out of 180 countries, along with Bangladesh, Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, and Nepal. 

• Because of the toxic air and the lax liability system, young children’s health and quality of life are being 
significantly affected. 

• Currently, breathing in Delhi’s air is similar to smoking 22 cigarettes in a day. One can only imagine the 
impact on the lungs of our children. 

Conclusion: 

• There is a deafening silence at the helm of policymaking because it has not become an electoral priority for 
political leaders. 

• Besides a few underfunded programmes, the government shows no willingness to bring a bill or law 
compelling central and state governments to ensure that its citizens are breathing clean air. 

• Vacuum and water-cleaning of roads will be intensified, pollution hot spots put under closer scrutiny and 
emission regulations are enforced under GRAP. 

• The Delhi government is monitoring data from NASA satellite imagery that warned that air pollution is set 
to worsen in Delhi on account of increase in the number of incidents of stubble burning in the neighbouring 
states of Haryana and Punjab. 

Way Forward: 

• When something as fundamental as the health of our children is at risk, we should devise a more robust, 
permanent solution to the problem of pollution. 

• This forms the basis of the need for amending the 1981 Air Act and making it more compatible with 
contemporary India. 

• It is therefore essential to retrace our steps back to the Air Act of 1981 that governs our pollution control 
system. 

• There is unanimous consensus amongst many court rulings, Parliament Committee reports, media 
investigations, and several environmentalists that under the 1981 Air Act, the Pollution Control Boards are 
presently unable to fulfil their mandate as watchdogs against polluting industries. 

• A new bill will plug many loopholes in the 1981 Act and would align the functions and priorities of the 
Pollution Boards towards reducing the adverse impact of pollution on human health in India. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  48 InsightsIAS 

2. AS THE SEAS COME CLOSER 

Introduction: 

• Sea level rise (SLR) is one of the most severe impacts of climate change, with rising waters threatening to 
inundate small-island nations and coastal regions by the end of the century. 

• Carbon Brief examines estimates of historical sea level rise and the evidence that rates are accelerating. 

• It explores the drivers of historical and future sea level rise, including thermal expansion of water, melting 
glaciers and melting ice sheets. 

• There is also evidence of accelerating SLR over the post-1993 period when high-quality satellite altimetry 
data is available. 

• Along with expansion of warm waters and melting of glaciers, subsidence of land also increases relative 
SLR. 

• Models for glacier melt are not as well developed as other models that study global warming. 

People will be forced to migrate as a result of 
climate change: 

• Figures range from tens of millions to 
hundreds of millions, but the multiple 
entanglements of climate change make it 
difficult to get accurate estimates. 

• People may move because of drought, 
violence, degradation of local 
ecosystems, war or job loss. 

• Poverty, adverse effects of globalisation 
and conflict may get worse with climate 
change, which is why it is often referred 
to as a “threat multiplier”. 

• Getting accurate Sea Level Rise (SLR) 
projections has also always been 
difficult. 

• SLR projections going beyond 2050 are therefore not as accurate as those until mid-century. 

• There is broad agreement that if high emissions of greenhouse gases (GHGs) were to continue, average 
global SLR could be as high as two metres by the end of this century. 

Effects and Consequences of continuous Sea level rise: 

• Past studies, which used NASA’s Shuttle Radar Topography Mission (SRTM) database, underestimated the 
land and people affected by SLR because tree-tops and tall buildings caused errors in assessments. 

• A new study by Scott Kulp and Benjamin Strauss, published in Nature Communications, uses neural 
networks to improve accuracy and finds that the area affected by SLR will be substantially more than 
previously estimated. 

• This means that the various effects from SLR: 
o coastal flooding, salt water intrusion into land, destruction of coastal infrastructure, communities and 

ecosystems will be much more than anticipated. 

• While earlier measures suggest that five million people in India will be annually affected by coastal flooding, 
the new estimates point to 36 million; 

• Similarly, in Bangladesh instead of five million, 42 million will be threatened. 

• By 2050, in a scenario that limits warming to 2°C above average pre-industrial temperatures, about 150 
million people worldwide will be permanently below the high tide line along the coast and, by 2100, the 
numbers will rise to 360 million people. 

• The new estimates indicate that about a billion people reside on land along the coast going up to an elevation 
of 10 metres (the low elevation coastal zone) and the bulk of them, more than two thirds, are below the five-
metre elevation. 
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• Most of the people found to be at risk from coastal events live in Asia residing in countries like China, 
Bangladesh, India, Vietnam, Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines and Japan. 

• Very large fractions of coastal populations in these countries will be 

• Other than Asia and the Netherlands, there are 20 countries (13 of which are small island nations) in 
which more than a tenth of their population are expected to reside below the high tide line by 2100, and 
this is with deep cuts to emissions. 

• Coastal cities, such as Alexandria, Ho Chi Minh City, Basra and Shanghai are among the most vulnerable and 
large portions of Mumbai and Kolkata will be fully submerged by 2050. 

• The effects on the economy, coastal communities, infrastructure and land will be immense and people 
living along the coast will be forced to move inland, probably to nearby towns and cities. 

• When this is not possible, such as on small island nations or in low-lying delta regions like Vietnam, people 
will be forced to move across borders, thus affecting political stability. 

What should India’s policies be? 

• Preparing for SLR will entail protecting the coast through measures such as natural barriers, levees, flood 
barriers and even hard barriers. 

• But engineering protection mechanisms are expensive and have consequences for the coastline. 

• Stopping infrastructure construction along the coast and integrating anticipated SLR effects into coastal 
planning are essential. 

• The government should not be in a situation of moral hazard where it ends up bailing out investors, insurers 
and others who have increased their exposure to risk. 

• Turning border regions into fortress worlds will also not be justified, both in practical and ethical terms. 

• Since migrants in general cannot, for the most part, be distinguished from climate migrants, rights, services 
and policies need to be applied to all migrants. 

• Otherwise, countries will create multiple classes of migrants — as many have accused Australia of doing — 
based on their reasons for moving and places of origin. 

• It is tempting to assume that these are impossible goals to set for India, but that is a short-sighted 
perspective. 

• Investing in the rural economy, reducing unemployment, reducing poverty and improving measures for 
sustainability can improve people’s lives and increase their resilience and openness to “others”. 

• The protests across the world by people of all ages show that there is fervour for transformation to deal with 
the climate crisis. This is our historic moment to act decisively. 

Conclusion: 

• Our long history has shown that the subcontinent has always been a place that welcomes people. 

• Denial cannot be a mechanism to deal with these anticipated challenges from climate change. 

• Given that South Asia is one of the most vulnerable regions to climate change and the countries here share 
ecological zones, borders and coastlines. 

• In addition to language and family histories, coordinated management of extreme events, advance 
preparation for migration into mid-size towns and better ecosystem support in the hinterland are useful 
ways to collaborate and build regional partnerships. 

• What is required is preparation in advance with regional policies for labour, regional agreements for 
migration and for advance skill development. 

• Planning for retreat from the most vulnerable areas well ahead of time is essential. Urban policies, especially 
in mid-size towns, should integrate proposals for new migrants. 

 

SECURITY ISSUES 

PEGASUS MISADVENTURE: ON WHATSAPP SNOOPING SCANDAL 

Context: 

• The Government’s reaction to messaging platform WhatsApp’s revelation that Indian journalists and human 
rights activists were among some 1,400 people globally spied upon using a surveillance 
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technology developed by Israel-based NSO Group is inadequate and, more unfortunately, far from 
reassuring. 

• In this case, a malicious code, named Pegasus, exploited a bug in the call function of WhatsApp to make its 
way into the phones of those select users, where it would potentially have had access to every bit of 
information. 

What exactly is Pegasus? 

• All spyware does what the name 
suggests — they spy on people 
through their phones. 

• Pegasus works by sending an 
exploit link, and if the target 
user clicks on the link, the 
malware or the code that allows 
the surveillance is installed on 
the user’s phone. 

• Once Pegasus is installed, the 
attacker has complete access to 
the target user’s phone. 

• The first reports on Pegasus’s 
spyware operations emerged in 
2016, when Ahmed Mansoor, a human rights activist in the UAE, was targeted with an SMS link on his iPhone 
6. 

• The Pegasus tool at that time exploited a software chink in Apple’s iOS to take over the device. Apple 
responded by pushing out an update to “patch” or fix the issue. 

Israeli company developed this Pegasus Spyware: 

• Israeli company, NSO Group developed the spyware. The Spyware exploited a vulnerability in Whatsapp’s 
video call feature that allowed attackers to inject the spyware on to the phones simply by ringing the number 
of a target’s device. 

• However, NSO said that it sells Pegasus only to Governments and their agencies. 

• Pegasus is believed to be one of the most sophisticated spyware in the world. The spyware can hack both 
iOS and Android devices by targeting vulnerabilities in the operating systems. 

• It is capable of running in the background without the targeted user ever knowing about the hack. 

Can Pegasus be used to target just about anyone? 

• Technically, yes. But while tools such as Pegasus can be used for mass surveillance; it would seem likely that 
only selected individuals would be targeted. 

• In the present case, WhatsApp has claimed that it sent a special message to approximately 1,400 users who 
it believed were impacted by the attack, to directly inform them about what had happened. 

• WhatsApp has not said how many people it contacted in India. By reports, at least two dozen academics, 
lawyers, Dalit activists, and journalists were alerted by the company in India. 

• It is not known who carried out the surveillance on the Indian targets. 

• The NSO Group, while disputing WhatsApp’s allegations “in the strongest possible terms”, has said that it 
provides the tool exclusively to “licensed government intelligence and law enforcement agencies”, and not 
just to anyone who wants it. 

There cannot be any national security without individual privacy 

• The targeted users included activists, journalists, and senior government officials, among others. 

• This intrusion by the spyware is not merely an infringement of the rights of the citizens of the country but 
also a worrying development for India’s national security apparatus. 

• The security of a device becomes one of the fundamental bedrocks of maintaining user trust as society 
becomes more and more digitised. 

• Such an approach belies appreciating the injury and threats to individuals and the country. 
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• There is an urgent need to take up this issue seriously by constituting an independent high-level inquiry with 
credible members and experts that can restore confidence and conduct its proceedings transparently. 

• We must all recognise that national security starts with securing the smartphones of every single Indian by 
embracing technologies such as encryption rather than deploying spyware. 

• This is a core part of our fundamental right to privacy. 

Conclusion: 

• The Government says, it is concerned over the breach of privacy of the citizens of India and asked WhatsApp 
to explain the kind of breach and what is it doing to safeguard the privacy of millions of Indian citizens. 

• In a country where data protection and privacy laws are still in a nascent stage, incidents such as this 
highlight the big dangers to privacy and freedom in an increasingly digital society. 

• It is thus imperative that the Government sends a strong message on privacy, something that the Supreme 
Court in 2017 declared to be intrinsic to life and liberty and therefore an inherent part of the fundamental 
rights. 

• The first thing it could do is to answer categorically if any of the governmental agencies used NSO’s services. 

• It is, therefore, extremely important for the Government to clear the air on this issue in no uncertain 
terms especially when WhatsApp had given information to CERT-IN, a government agency, even if without 
any mention of Pegasus or the extent of breach. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

GURU NANAK’S TEACHINGS PROVIDE A ROAD TO A BETTER FUTURE 

Context: 

• India and Pakistan agreed to build 
the Kartarpur Sahib corridor for Sikh 
pilgrims to visit the Gurdwara in 
Kartarpur (Pakistan). 

• India had first proposed the Kartarpur 
Sahib corridor in 1999 when the then 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
took a bus ride to Lahore. 

• Both the countries exchanged letters 
committing to build the required 
infrastructure for visa-free direct 
travel by Sikh pilgrims to Pakistan’s 
Kartarpur Sahib gurdwara. This 
year November 2019 marks 550th 
birth anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev. 

• In a landmark decision, the Union 
Cabinet also approved the building 
and development of the Kartarpur 
Sahib Corridor from Dera Baba Nanak to the International Boundary, to facilitate pilgrims from India to visit 
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Kartarpur, round the year, in a smooth and easy manner. 

About Guru Nanak Dev: 

• Guru Nanak Dev (1469-1539) was born in a village, Talwandi Rai Bhoe, near Lahore (it was renamed later as 
Nankana Sahib). 

• Guru Nanak Dev initiated inter-faith dialogue way back in the 16th century and had conversations with most 
of the religious denominations of his times. 

• His written compositions were included in the Adi Granth compiled by Guru Arjan (1563-1606), the fifth 
Sikh guru. 

• This came to be known as Guru Granth Sahib after the additions made by the 10th guru Guru Gobind Singh 
(1666-1708). 
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• In compiling the Adi Granth, Guru Arjan showed a remarkable commitment to pluralism while retaining the 
unity of thought initiated by Guru Nanak Dev. 

Guru Nanak was a great champion of equality: 

• Our worldview has been continually broadened by the timeless messages of enlightened pathfinders like 
Guru Nanak. 

• Guru Nanak was a great champion of equality. For him, the differences and multiple identities based on caste, 
creed, religion and language were irrelevant. He had said, “Preposterous is caste, vain the distinction of 
birth. The Lord gives shelter to all beings”. 

• He aimed at creating a casteless society in which there is no hierarchy. 

• Guru Nanak Dev ji, saint-composer and amongst the great spiritual leaders, his ideas, thoughts and 
teachings assume far greater relevance today than ever before. They can promote peace, equality and 
prosperity across the globe. 

• In a world that is increasingly fragmented with a narrow, tunnel vision, bigotry and dogmatism, we have to 
walk on the path shown to us by Nanak and other illustrious gurus to dispel the darkness that constantly 
threatens to envelop individuals, communities and nations. 

Respect for women and gender equality: 

• Referring to women, the Guru says: “How can they be inferior when they give birth to men? Women as well 
as men share in the grace of God and are equally responsible for their actions to Him.” 

• Echoing the Sanskrit saying “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” that describes the whole world as one family, Guru 
Nanak Dev goes on to say: 

• The spirit of living together and harmoniously working together is a consistent thread of thought that runs 
through Guru Nanak hymns. 

• What is remarkable about Guru Nanak is the fact that he not only formulated the principal doctrines of 
Sikhism, but took care to ensure that his teachings would endure. 

Guru Nanak’s teachings hold out hope for us all: 

• The time when Guru Nanak was born was a period of great strife in Indian society, especially in the Punjab 
region. 

• Guru Nanak responded as all great thinkers, philosophers and those whom we call prophets respond to 
the historical crisis of the society in which he was born. 

• However, it is also vital to grasp how he transcended the limitations of geographical space and historical 
time in delivering a message that had universal relevance. 

• The fact that in his own lifetime, communities of his followers had emerged in what are today India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Nepal, Tibet and Sri Lanka and even in Iraq and Iran illustrates that his message had 
transcended the geographical boundaries of Punjab. 

• He consciously went on long journeys (called uddasian) to far off places along with his two companions Bhai 
Bala, a Hindu, and Bhai Mardana, a Muslim, to hold dialogues with many saints and Sufis even, some 
charlatans who claimed some spiritual powers and had some social following. 

• The ecological message of his teachings, which has strong relevance for our times, is perhaps, the best 
illustration of the universalism of his teachings. 

Conclusion: 

• PM Modi even thanked the Pakistani workers who had built the corridor in double-quick time. 

• Imran, on the other side of the corridor, did bring up Kashmir, but added effusively that, “Today we are not 
only opening the border, but also our hearts to the Sikh community.” 

• The ideal of equality was given a concrete institutional form in the community meal, “langar”, where all 
devotees, irrespective of caste, creed, region and religion sit in a row called “pangat” to share a meal. 

• The place of their meeting, called “dharmsal”, is regarded as sacred and the common religious congregation 
“sangat” was open to all. 

• The best way of understanding Guru Nanak’s universal vision is to read the Guru Granth Sahib. 
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RS T V/ LS T V/ A IR S YN O PS IS  
 

POLITY & GOVERNANCE 

1. CJI AND POWERS 

Introduction: 

• The 47th Chief Justice of India is all set to be sworn in on 18th November. President Ram Nath Kovind will 
administer the oath of office to Justice Sharad Arvind Bobde, after naming him the next Chief Justice of India 
on Tuesday. With a long stint of eight years as Supreme Court judge, Justice Bobde is expected to demit office 
on April 23rd, 2021. 

• Justice Bobde will succeed present CJI Ranjan Gogoi, who initiated the process of appointment by writing a 
letter to the Centre recommending his name. Justice Gogoi will be retiring from his post on November 17th, 
a day before Justice Bobde takes oath. 

Justice Bobde: 

• Sharad Arvind Bobde (born 24 April 1956) is a Judge of the Supreme Court of India. 

• He is a former Chief Justice of Madhya Pradesh High Court. 

• He is also serving as the Chancellor of University of Delhi and Maharashtra National Law University, Nagpur. 

• He is due to retire on 23 April 2021. 

• With a tenure of eight years in Supreme Court of India, he is in line to be Chief Justice of India (with effect 
from 18 November 2019) after superannuation of Justice Ranjan Gogoi. 

• On 18th Oct 2019, media reported that Justice Ranjan Gagoi has formally recommended Justice Bobde to be 
his successor. 

• He was appointed to be the next Chief Justice of India by President Ramnath Kovind and will take oath on 18 
November 2019 

Notable judgements 

• Aadhaar=A three judge bench of the Indian Supreme Court, comprising Bobde, Jasti Chelameswar, and 
Chokkalingam Nagappan, ratified an earlier order of the Supreme Court and clarified that no Indian citizen 
without an Aadhaar card can be deprived of basic services and government subsidies. 

• Pro-life=A two-judge bench of the Indian Supreme Court, comprising Bobde and L. Nageswara Rao in 2017, 
rejected a woman’s plea seeking termination of her foetus, based on the medical board’s report that the 26-
week-old foetus had a chance of survival. 

• Religious feelings=A two-judge bench of the Indian Supreme Court, comprising Bobde and L. Nageswara Rao 
in 2017, upheld the ban by the Karnataka Government of a book by Mate Mahadevi on the ground that it 
outraged the religious feelings of Lord Basavanna’s followers. 

• Environment=A three-judge bench of the Indian Supreme Court, comprising Bobde, T. S. Thakur and Arjan 
Kumar Sikri in 2016, in relation to the extreme air pollution in the National Capital Region, suspended the 
sales of fire crackers in the region. 

Appointment of Judges: 

• The judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the president. 

• The chief justice is appointed by the president after consultation with such judges of the Supreme Court 
and high courts as he deems necessary. 

• The other judges are appointed by president after consultation with the chief justice and such other judges 
of the Supreme Court and the high courts as he deems necessary. 

• The consultation with the chief justice is obligatory in the case of appointment of a judge other than Chief 
justice. 

Conditions for Removal: 

• Retirement on completion of 65 years. 

• Resignation 
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• Impeachment 

• Grounds for removal: proven misbehavior, incapacity 

Controversy over Consultation 

• The Supreme Court has given different interpretation of the word ‘consultation’ in the above provision. 

• In the First Judges case (1982), the Court held that consultation does not mean concurrence and it only 
implies exchange of views. 

• But, in the Second Judges case (1993), the Court reversed its earlier ruling and changed the meaning of the 
word consultation to concurrence. 

• Hence, it ruled that the advice tendered by the Chief Justice of India is binding on the President in the matters 
of appointment of the judges of the Supreme Court. 

• But, the Chief Justice would tender his advice on the matter after consulting two of his seniormost colleagues. 

• Similarly, in the Third Judges case2 (1998), the Court opined that the consultation process to be adopted by 
the Chief justice of India requires ‘consultation of plurality judges’. 

• The sole opinion of the chief justice of India does not constitute the consultation process. 

• He should consult a collegium of four seniormost judges of the Supreme Court and even if two judges give 
an adverse opinion, he should not send the recommendation to the government. 

• The court held that the recommendation made by the chief justice of India without complying with the norms 
and requirements of the consultation process are not binding on the government. 

  
The 99th Constitutional Amendment Act of 2014 and the National Judicial Appointments Commission Act of 2014 
have replaced the collegium system of appointing judges to the Supreme Court and High Courts with a new body 
called the National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC). However, in 2015, the Supreme Court has declared 
both the 99th Constitutional Amendment as well as the NJAC Act as unconstitutional and void. Consequently, the 
earlier collegium system became operative again. This verdict was delivered by the Supreme Court in the Fourth 
Judges case2a (2015). The court opined that the new system (i.e., NJAC) would affect the independence of the 
judiciary. 

Appointment of Chief Justice: 

• From 1950 to 1973, the practice has been to appoint the seniormost judge of the Supreme Court as the chief 
justice of India. 

• This established convention was violated in 1973 when A N Ray was appointed as the Chief Justice of India 
by superseding three senior judges. 

• Again in 1977, M U Beg was appointed as the chief justice of India by superseding the then senior-most judge. 

• This discretion of the government was curtailed by the Supreme Court in the Second Judges Case (1993), in 
which the Supreme Court ruled that the seniormost judge of the Supreme Court should alone be appointed 
to the office of the chief justice of India. 

Qualifications of Judges: 

• A person to be appointed as a judge of the Supreme Court should have the following qualifications: 
o He should be a citizen of India. 
o He should have been a judge of a High Court (or high courts in succession) for five years 
o He should have been an advocate of a High Court (or High Courts in succession) for ten years 
o He should be a distinguished jurist in the opinion of the president. From the above, it is clear that the 

Constitution has not prescribed a minimum age for appointment as a judge of the Supreme Court. 

Oath or Affirmation 

• A person appointed as a judge of the Supreme Court, before entering upon his Office, has to make and 
subscribe an oath or affirmation before the President, or some person appointed by him for this purpose. In 
his oath, a judge of the Supreme Court swears: 
o to bear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of India 
o to uphold the sovereignty and integrity of India 
o to duly and faithfully and to the best of his ability, knowledge and judgement perform the duties of 

the Office without fear or favour, affection or ill-will 
o to uphold the Constitution and the laws. 
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Tenure of Judges: 

The Constitution has not fixed the tenure of a judge of the Supreme Court. However, it makes the following three 
provisions in this regard: 

• He holds office until he attains the age of 65 years. Any question regarding his age is to be determined by 
such authority and in such manner as provided by Parliament. 

• He can resign his office by writing to the president. 

• He can be removed from his office by the President on the recommendation of the Parliament. 

Jurisdiction & Powers Of Supreme Court: 

The Constitution has conferred a very extensive jurisdiction and vast powers on the Supreme Court: 

• Original Jurisdiction: As a federal court, the Supreme Court decides the disputes between different units of 
the Indian Federation. More elaborately, any dispute between: (a) the Centre and one or more states; or (b) 
the Centre and any state or states on one side and one or more states on the other; or (c) between two or 
more states. In the above federal disputes, the Supreme Court has exclusive original jurisdiction. Exclusive 
means, no other court can decide such disputes and original means, the power to hear such disputes in the 
first instance, not by way of appeal. 

• Appellate Jurisdiction: As mentioned earlier, the Supreme Court has not only succeeded the Federal Court 
of India but also replaced the British Privy Council as the highest court of appeal. The Supreme Court is 
primarily a court of appeal and hears appeals against the judgements of the lower courts. It enjoys a wide 
appellate jurisdiction which can be classified under four heads: (a) Appeals in constitutional matters. (b) 
Appeals in civil matters. (c) Appeals in criminal matters. (d) Appeals by special leave. 

• Advisory Jurisdiction: The Constitution (Article 143) authorises the president to seek the opinion of the 
Supreme Court in the two categories of matters: (a) On any question of law or fact of public importance 
which has arisen or which is likely to arise. (b) On any dispute arising out of any pre-constitution treaty, 
agreement, covenant, engagement, sanador other similar instruments. 

What is the Collegium System? 

• The Collegium System is a system under which appointments/elevation of judges/lawyers to Supreme Court 
and transfers of judges of High Courts and Apex Court are decided by a forum of the Chief Justice of India 
and the four senior-most judges of the Supreme Court.’ There is no mention of the Collegium either in the 
original Constitution of India or in successive amendments. 

• The recommendations of the Collegium are binding on the Central Government; if the Collegium sends the 
names of the judges/lawyers to the government for the second time. 

How Collegium System Works? 

• The Collegium sends the recommendations of the names of lawyers or judges to the Central Government. 
Similarly, the Central Government also sends some of its proposed names to the Collegium. The Central 
Government does the fact checking and investigate the names and resends the file to the Collegium. 

• Collegium considers the names or suggestions made by the Central Government and resends the file to the 
government for final approval. If the Collegium resends the same name again then the government has to 
give its assent to the names. But time limit is not fixed to reply. This is the reason that appointment of judges 
takes a long time. 

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOBa55RwDMQ   

2. CJI UNDER RTI 

Introduction: 

• Supreme Court has upheld the 2010 Delhi High Court Verdict and ruled that the office of Chief Justice of 
India is a public authority under the right to information Act. The five judge bench led by Chief Justice of 
India highlighted the importance of transparency in the judiciary and said right to privacy and confidentiality 
is an important aspect . Apex court also held that judicial independence has to be kept in mind while dealing 
with transparency. 
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• Declaring that “transparency doesn’t undermine judicial independence “, the Supreme Court bench led by 
Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi today rejected the contention of the Supreme Court that had challenged a Delhi 
High Court judgment bringing it under the ambit of the Right to Information (RTI) Act. 

• It is not a regular phenomenon when the Supreme Court fights a case as one of the litigants. “It is not rarest 
of rare but yes, a rarer thing when Supreme Court is involved in a case as a litigant. 

• The function of the judiciary is to deliver justice and the CJI is the head of the institution. In his office various 
information pertaining to various judges are there. The provisions of the RTI act is very clear with regard to 
such institutions. The CJI’s office will now come under RTI ambit. 

Background: 

• In 2007, RTI activist Subhash Chandra Aggarwal filed an RTI and asked for details of the assets of the judges. 

• When his application was rejected, the matter reached the Central Information Commissioner (CIC) and CIC 
asked for information. 

• After that, the matter was challenged in Delhi High court. 

• The High court said that the office of CJI comes under RTI but it was again challenged in Supreme Court. 

• A hearing was held in the Supreme Court in April 2019 and the court had reserved the verdict. 

Delhi High Court’s Judgment in 2010 

• The Delhi High Court had said in a judgment on 10 January 2010 that the office of the Chief Justice comes 
under the purview of the RTI Act.   

• The Delhi High court said that judicial independence is not the privilege of the judge, but a responsibility on 
him. 

• The High Court rejected the appeal of the apex court that judicial independence would be ‘obstructed’ by 
bringing the CJI office under the purview of RTI. 

• The High Court rejected the plea of the apex court that judicial independence would be ‘obstructed’ by 
bringing the CJI office under the purview of RTI. 

• The General Secretary of the Supreme Court filed a petition against the decision and now SC has announced 
its verdict. 

The verdict by SC: 

• The Supreme Court is a “public authority” and the office of the CJI is part and parcel of the 
institution. Hence, if the Supreme Court is a public authority, so is the office of the CJI. 

• The judiciary cannot function in total insulation as judges enjoy a constitutional post and discharge public 
duty. 

• However, Right to Privacy is an important aspect and has to be balanced with transparency while deciding 
to give out information from the office of the Chief Justice of India. 

• RTI cannot be used as a tool of surveillance and that judicial independence has to be kept in mind while 
dealing with transparency. 

RTI Act: 

Right to Information Act 2005 mandates timely response to citizen requests for government information. It 
replaces the erstwhile Freedom of information Act, 2002. 

• The Act applies to all States and Union Territories of India 

• Under the provisions of the Act, any citizen may request information from a “public authority” (a body of 
Government or “instrumentality of State”) which is required to reply expeditiously or within thirty days. 

CIC: 

The Central Information Commission (CIC) is set up under the Right to Information Act and is the authorised 
body, established in 2005, under the Government of India. 

• The Chief Information Commissioner heads the Central Information Commission, the body that hears appeals 
from information-seekers who have not been satisfied by the public authority, and also addresses major 
issues concerning the RTI Act. 
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Who is Public Authority? 

As defined in Section 2 (h) “public authority” means any authority or body or institution of self Government 
established or constituted – 

• By or under the constitution 

• By any other law made by Parliament 

• By any other law made by State Legislature 

• By notification issued or order made by the appropriate Government, and includes any 
o body owned, controlled or substantially financed 
o non-Government organisation substantially financed, directly or indirectly by funds provided by the 

appropriate Government” 
Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYnNgwaUv7k  

3. SRENGHTHENING PARLIAMENTARY INSTITUTIONS 

Introduction: 

• Vice President Venkaiah Naidu on Tuesday pushed for the Women’s Reservation Bill and reforms in the way 
Parliament works including a code of conduct for lawmakers and greater powers to the presiding officer to 
deal with disruptive legislators. 

• The Vice President, who delivered the first Arun Jaitley memorial lecture at Delhi University, also pitched for 
a minimum sitting for both Houses in a year and a longer tenure to parliament’s standing 
committees. Pointing out that women at present constitute only about 13% of Parliament, he urged political 
parties to take forward “the legislation in the Parliament for reservation of women in legislatures”. 

• The Vice President also suggested a list of broad framework of reforms for parliamentary institutions to 
“enhance the trust of the people in them.” He suggested both “pre and post Legislative Impact 
Assessment” for “quality and informed law making. He also said that the practise of reconstituting 
Parliamentary standing committees every year can be stopped and nomination of members in the 
committees may be “based on academic backgrounds and their re-nomination on the same committees for 
a longer period.” 

Vice President seeks a new political normal based on 15 point reform charter for better functioning of 
Parliament 

Expressing concern over the functioning of parliamentary institutions in the country and erosion of public trust in 
them, the Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu today unveiled a 15 point reform charter as the basis for a new 
political normal to enable effective functioning of the Parliament and State Legislatures. 

• He called for a new political consciousness urging all the stakeholders to review their mindset with regard 
to their roles and responsibilities. 

• Expressing concern over poor attendance in the legislatures and the quality of debates, the Vice President 
urged the political parties to ensure attendance of at least 50% of their legislators all through the proceedings 
of the Houses by adopting a roster system. 

• Responding to the concerns over stifling of the freedom of expression of the legislators due to issuance of 
‘Whip’, Shri Naidu called for a review of the same so as to enable reasonable degree of dissent without 
impacting the stability of the government. 

• The Vice President also advocated a thorough review of the Anti Defection Law to rectify the grey areas like 
incentivising legislators to resort to actions inviting expulsion from the party besides providing for time bound 
disposal of defection cases by the Presiding Officer. 

• Referring to the functioning of the Department Related Standing Committees that came into being in 
1993  for detailed examination of legislative proposals, Demands for Grants and other select subjects on 
behalf of the Parliament, Shri Naidu expressed concern over declining attendance, lack of specialisation, 
limited tenure of one year, frequent hopping of Committees etc. 

• Shri Naidu proposed a detailed framework based pre and post Legislative Impact Assessment. 

• Conceding that the present ‘First Pass The Post (FPTP)’ system of electing people’s representatives is 
faulty to the extent that MPs and MLAs are being elected with substantially less than 50% of voter. He further 
said that the proportional representation being advocated in some quarters would lead to promotion of 
further social and political cleavages besides being not practical due to implementation issues. 
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• Shri Venkaiah Naidu stated that ‘Parliamentary form of Government’ is one of the features of the ‘Basic 
structure of the Constitution’ and is accordingly beyond the power of Parliament to be amended as per the 
settled position in the matter. 

• Referring to the long held perception about the role of caste, community, region and religion in influencing 
the voting preferences in the country, Vice President Shri Naidu stated that there is growing evidence to 
suggest the decline of such identity based voting but it needs to be completely stamped out. 

• Shri Naidu underscored the need for the governments to be responsive to the concerns of the Opposition 
and the Opposition to be responsible and constructive during the debates and while criticising the 
government and opposing legislation. 

• The other reform proposals of Vice President and Chairman of Rajya Sabha  include building consensus on 
simultaneous polls to let unfettered governance, enacting for reservation of women in legislatures, making 
rules that automatically take effect against erring members in case of interruptions and disruptions, regular 
publication of reports by the Secretariats of Legislatures on the attendance of Members and their 
participation in debates, doing away with the winnability as the sole criterion for selecting contestants by 
the parties to address the concern of rising number of legislators with criminal record. 

How can we say that the significance of Parliament has diminished over the years? 

• The process of legislation has become slow and lagged. Laws are often passed in rush with little scrutiny 
and no follow- up rules. In some cases, it takes sessions together for a bill to become law. 

• Parliament, which was meant to invoke accountability, has almost forgotten its role. Now, the only means 
are questions asked by MPs, many of which are pedantic, unclear or on behest. Besides, these questions are 
often answered with less or hidden facts by the government. 

• Discourse and debate on issues of national importance were an attribute and highlight of 
Parliament during the first two decades of the republic, until around 1970. But this has eroded and 
diminished with the passage of time. 

• Number of days when the parliament meets and discusses the relevant issues have also gone down. 

• The criminalization of politics is another concern.  

Reasons for the diminishing role of the parliament: 

• The barriers to entry in politics are formidable. The only access comes from kinship or money. And muscle 
power matters as a determinant of success. 

• Also, there are institutional constraints on the performance of MPs as well. The allocation of time for MPs 
to speak is proportional to the strength of their political party in the house and its leadership decides who 
gets to speak and for how long. The speaker of the Lok Sabha or the chairman of the Rajya Sabha have little 
discretion in the matter. 

• The only other opportunities for MPs are during question hour or zero hour. Answers to unstarred 
questions are simply laid on the table of the house. Starred questions are too many. Only a few come up for 
discussion. And these are just not taken up if the concerned MP is not present at the time. In zero hour, the 
speaker or the chairman have the discretion to invite an MP to speak, but time is too little and speeches are 
often drowned out in pandemonium. 

• MPs also do not quite have the freedom to speak in our Parliament as in other democracies. 

• Parliament also does not meet or work long enough and there are institutional constraints on its 
performance while working. 

How parliamentary committees be made more effective? 

• Parliamentary committees don’t have dedicated subject-wise research support available. The knowledge 
gap is partially bridged by expert testimony from government and other stakeholders. Their work could be 
made more effective if the committees had full-time, sector-specific research staff. 

• The national commission to review the working of the Constitution has recommended that in order to 
strengthen the committee system, research support should be made available to them. 

• Currently, the rules of Parliament don’t require every bill to be referred to a parliamentary committee for 
scrutiny. While this allows the government greater flexibility and the ability to speed up legislative business, 
it comes at the cost of ineffective scrutiny by the highest law-making body. Mandatory scrutiny of all bills 
by parliamentary committees would ensure better planning of legislative business. 
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Way Forward: 

• Parliament has to meet for minimum mandated number of days 

• Need strong legislative aids which is practiced in other democracies. 

• Organising training programmes and visits to other parliamentary countries. 

• Parliament without meeting often cannot hold the executive accountable. 

• Passage of the Women’s Reservation Bill (108th amendment) reserving 33% of all seats in Parliament and 
State legislatures for women. 

• India needs a systemic approach for legislative engineering and prioritization. 

• A constitution committee can be appointed to look in to the matters related to constitutional amendments 
proposed. 

• The Anti-Defection Act needs to be recast, and used only in the most exceptional circumstances, while 
allowing MPs free rein on their self-expression. 

• The concept of a free vote allowing MPs to vote as they wish on particular legislative items. 

• Investing in Parliament’s intellectual capital is necessary and additional budgetary support should be 
provided. 

• An institutionalized process is necessary to raise quality and rigour associated with the budget scrutiny 
process. 

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6791q8XGj_c  

4. SMART POLICING 

Introduction: 

• Vice President of India M Venkaiah Naidu has stressed on the need to make policing and police station people 
centric and receptive. Addressing a National Seminar on SMART policing, he suggested tapping the IT 
potential in investigation and safety and security management. 

• Vice President Naidu also emphasised on the need to address shortage of manpower, improving transport 
and communication facilities and other aspects of police reforms as suggested by the Supreme Court. 

What is Smart Policing? 

• It is the vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi when he addressed the DGP’s Conference in the year 2014 
in Guwahati. 

• He called for making the police force of the country ‘SMART’ police force which is Strict and Sensitive, 
Modern and Mobile, Alert and Accountable, Reliable and Responsive; Techno-savvy and Trained. 

• He called for 
o Sensitivity and responsiveness of police force to the people. 
o Being equipped properly. 
o Technology usage- technology enables criminals in the world sitting anywhere to commit crime with 

speed and precision anywhere. 
o Proper training of police personnel 

Current Situation: 

• Our police is still under the grip of traditional British raj mindset both in regards to their loyalty and 
professional abilities. 

• All states have their own laws because police falls under state law. 

• Lack of political and police relationship. 

• Expenditure is only 3%. 

• 30% vacancies still exist in police forces which is the biggest problem. 

Police accountability 

• Police forces have the authority to exercise force to enforce laws and maintain law and order in a state. 
However, this power may be misused in several ways. To check against such abuse of power, various 
countries have adopted safeguards, such as accountability of the police to the political executive, internal 
accountability to senior police officers, and independent police oversight authorities 
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Crime Investigation 

• Each police officer is responsible for a large segment of people, given India’s low police strength per lakh 
population as compared to international standards. While the United Nations recommended standard is 222 
police per lakh persons, India’s sanctioned strength is 181 police per lakh persons. After adjusting for 
vacancies, the actual police strength in India is at 137 police per lakh persons. 

Crime investigation and Underreporting of crime in India 

• In 2015, the conviction rate for crimes recorded under the Indian Penal Code, 1860 was 47%.19 The Law 
Commission has observed that one of the reasons behind this is the poor quality of investigations. 

Poor Police infrastructure 

• Police stations are ill equipped. Modern policing requires a strong communication support, state-of-art or 
modern weapons, and a high degree of mobility. The CAG has noted shortcomings on several of these fronts. 
Innovation in weapons. 

Police-Public relations 

• Police requires the confidence, cooperation and support of the community to prevent crime and disorder. A 
police-public relation is an important concern in effective policing. The Second Administrative Reforms 
Commission has noted that police-public relations is in an unsatisfactory state because people view the police 
as corrupt, inefficient, politically partisan and unresponsive. 

• Crime rate between 2005-15 increased by 28% but the conviction rate as per IPC crimes in 2015 was only 
47% because of lack of good investigation. 

Journey of Police reforms: 

• National Police commission 1977-81 

• Rubeiro Committee 1998 

• Padmanabhaiah committee 2000 

• Malimath committee 2002-03 

• Police Act drafting committee 2005 

• Supreme Court directions in Prakash Singh vs Union of India 2006 

• Second ARC 2007 

• Police Act drafting committee-II 2015 

Urgency in implementing Police Reforms? 

As India makes rapid advances towards becoming an economic and political superpower, our police cannot 
continue to remain frozen in the frame of a past era. 

• The avalanche of social and technological changes fuelled by the internet and the new social media are fast 
changing the nature, intensity and the reach of crime leading to unprecedented lawlessness and frightening 
dimensions of global terrorism. 

• There is an urgent need to strengthen our Criminal Justice System and our grassroots level policing 
institutions; 
o to prepare our police to deal with the present and emerging challenges and 
o Strengthen its investigative capabilities and emergency response infrastructure. 

• Traditional and linear devices used in the past towards police reform may not be sufficient. 

• Considering the multiple causes and their complex interdependencies associated with today’s policing issues, 
there is a realization that these challenges require broader, more collaborative and innovative approaches 
and would involve a range of coordinated and interrelated responses. 

It was in this context that the Indian Police Foundation and Institute was established, bringing together the 
multiple stakeholders to collectively work for reform and modernization of the police. However this could form 
only part of the solution. 

Directions of the Supreme Court in Prakash Singh vs Union of India 

• In 1996, a petition was filed before the Supreme which stated that the police abuse and misuse their powers. 
It alleged non-enforcement and discriminatory application of laws in favour of persons with power, and also 
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raised instances of unauthorised detentions, torture, harassment, etc. against ordinary citizens. The petition 
asked the court to issue directions for implementation of recommendations of expert committees. 

In September 2006, the court issued various directions to the centre and states including: 

• Constitute a State Security Commission in every state that will lay down policy for police functioning, 
evaluate police performance, and ensure that state governments do not exercise unwarranted influence on 
the police. 

• Constitute a Police Establishment Board in every state that will decide postings, transfers and promotions 
for officers below the rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police, and make recommendations to the state 
government for officers of higher ranks. 

• Constitute Police Complaints Authorities at the state and district levels to inquire into allegations of serious 
misconduct and abuse of power by police personnel. 

• Provide a minimum tenure of at least two years for the DGP and other key police officers within the state 
forces 

• Ensure that the DGP of state police is appointed from amongst three senior-most officers who have been 
empanelled for the promotion by the Union Public Service Commission on the basis of length of service, good 
record and experience. 

• Separate the investigating police from the law and order police to ensure speedier investigation, better 
expertise and improved rapport with the people. 

• Constitute a National Security Commission to shortlist the candidates for appointment as Chiefs of the 
central armed police forces. 

Way Forward: 

• Police forces need to behave smart, act smart and deliver smart. 

• External Interference which is a huge problem and police should be given freedom. 

• The police force needs to be freed from the stranglehold of the executive and given functional autonomy to 
enforce the rule of law. 

• Implementing Supreme Court’s directions in Prakash Singh case that police must be service oriented for the 
citizenry in a manner which is efficient, scientific and consistent with human dignity. 

• It is high time that Government consider bringing police in the “concurrent list” of the Constitution. 

• Clear separation of law and order and crime functions of the police. 

• Need to fill up the huge vacancies in the police and upgrade its infrastructure in terms of housing, transport, 
communications and forensics. 

• Police should be a SMART Police – a police which should be strict and sensitive, modern and mobile, alert 
and accountable, reliable and responsible, tech-savvy and trained. 

• The police must get its due and must be enabled to perform its mandated functions. 

• Providing proper training to the constables and inculcating in them a sense of confidence and discipline. 

• Evidence based policing is gaining credibility day by day – Indian police force must be exposed to it. 

• Second ARC recommended that the government should declare certain crimes as “federal” and entrust their 
investigation to a Central agency. 

• Police need to have the operational freedom to carry out their responsibilities professionally, and satisfactory 
working conditions, while being held accountable for poor performance or misuse of power. 

• What we need today is People’s Police. 

• Our strength and influence abroad begins with the steps we take at home. Our policymakers must appreciate 
this simple truth. 

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DeSCO9h7DeM  

5. THE INNOVATING STATES 

Introduction: 

• Innovation is today recognised as an important vehicle to the realise the goal of a New India. 
Accordingly, NITI Aayog released the first ever Innovation Index of the country. The report ranks Karnataka 
as the most innovative major state in India. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DeSCO9h7DeM


 

www.insightsonindia.com  62 InsightsIAS 

• Sikkim and Delhi are the most innovative among north-eastern & hill states. The Niti Aayog report examines 
the innovation ecosystem of Indian states and union territories. 

• The idea is to devise a holistic tool that policymakers can use to identify challenges and strengths while 
designing strategies to promote economic growth. The “India Innovation Index” was launched in 2017 by 
NITI Aayog, Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion and the Confederation of Indian Industry. 

Highlights: 

• Recognizing the role of innovation as a key driver of growth and prosperity for India, NITI Aayog with 
Institute for Competitiveness as the knowledge partner has released the India Innovation Index 2019. 

• Karnataka is the most innovative major state in India. 

• Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Telangana, Haryana, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Gujarat, and Andhra 
Pradesh form the remaining top ten major states respectively. 

• The top ten major states are majorly concentrated in southern and western India. 

• Sikkim and Delhi take the top spots among the north- eastern & hill states, and union territories/city 
states/small states respectively. 

• Delhi, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, and Uttar Pradesh are the most efficient states in 
translating inputs into output. 

• The study is an outcome of extensive research and analysis, which looks holistically at the innovation 
landscape of India by examining the innovation capabilities and performance of Indian states and union 
territories. The aim is to create a holistic tool which can be used by policymakers across the country to 
identify the challenges to be addressed and strengths to build on when designing the economic growth 
policies for their regions. 

• The index attempts to create an extensive framework for the continual evaluation of the innovation 
environment of all states and union territories in India and intends to perform the following three functions- 
1) ranking of states and UTs based on their index scores, 2) recognizing opportunities and challenges, and 3) 
assisting in tailoring governmental policies to foster innovation. 

• The India Innovation Index 2019 is calculated as the average of the scores of its two dimensions – Enablers 
and Performance. The Enablers are the factors that underpin innovative capacities, grouped in five pillars: 
(1) Human Capital, (2) Investment, (3) Knowledge Workers, (4) Business Environment, and (5) Safety and 
Legal Environment. The Performance dimension captures benefits that a nation derives from the inputs, 
divided in two pillars: (6) Knowledge Output and (7) Knowledge Diffusion. 

• The index presents the latest findings and highlights the regional catalysts and caveats for promoting 
innovation readiness. The Report offers a comprehensive snapshot of the innovation ecosystem of 29 states 
and seven union territories. It also includes a section on state profiles covering 33 indicators looking at the 
different facets of innovation in India. 

• The index shows that the innovation ecosystem of the country is strong in south and western parts of India. 
In fact, three of the top five major states are from southern India. Delhi and Haryana seem to be an exception 
to this rule and seem to be doing well on the Index. Thus, there seems to be a west-south and north-east 
divide across the country. 

• The states have been bifurcated into three categories: major states, north-east and hill states, and union 
territories / city states / small states. Karnataka is the leader in the overall rankings in the category of major 
states. Karnataka’s number one position in the overall ranking is partly attributed to its top rank in the 
Performance dimension. It is also among the top performers in Infrastructure, Knowledge Workers, 
Knowledge Output and Business Environment. 

• Among the category of major states, Maharashtra performs the best in the dimension of Enablers. This 
implies that it has the best enabling environment for innovation, even though the state comes in at the third 
position in the overall innovation index. 

Policy Imperatives: 

The broad level learnings and some policy imperatives at the national level include 

• Increasing the spending on research and development 

• Improving the capability of top rung educational institutions in the country to produce greater innovation 
outputs. 
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• There is also a need for greater coordination and collaboration between the industry and educational 
institutions for enhancing innovation capability. 

• A collaborative platform consisting of all the stakeholders of innovation – innovators, researchers, and 
investors from the industry should be developed. This will help in strengthening the industry-academia 
linkages and will ease the process of technology transfer by providing a platform for innovators to showcase 
their inventions. 

State Level Learning: 

At the state level, broad level key learning includes 

• Forming policies at the state level that seek to improve the innovation and entrepreneurial ecosystem. 

• Cluster development programs are also an area in need of greater coordination and can benefit from a more 
open collaborative approach. 

• Industrial policies at the state level should focus more on innovation. At present only a few policies exist for 
innovation even in the most innovative states and union territories. 

India in Global Innovation Index: 

• India maintains its top place in the Central and Southern Asia region as the  52nd ranked economy this year. 

• From 81 in 2015, India’s 29-place move up the GII represents the biggest jump by any major economy. 

• Thanks to its high-quality scientific publications and universities, India remains 2nd among middle-income 
economies in the quality of innovation. 

• It maintains top ranks in a number of important indicators such as productivity growth and exports of services 
related to information and communication technologies. 

• This year India reaches the 15th spot in global companies’ R&D expenditures. 

• It also features in the GII ranking on the world’s top science and technology clusters, with Bengaluru, Mumbai 
and New Delhi included in the global top 100 clusters. 

• India also outperformed on innovation relative to its GDP per capita for nine consecutive years, only matched 
by three other countries. (Vietnam, Republic of Moldova, and Kenya) 

• In comparison, India’s rank in World Bank’s Doing Business survey has improved 65 spots to 77th position in 
2018. 

• Commerce and industry minister Piyush Goyal releasing the report said the government will work hard to 
take the country to 25th ranking in next four years to meet the target set by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

• India improved its ranking in four out of seven pillars of GII, such as knowledge and technology outputs (up 
11 spots to 32nd), market sophistication (up 3 spots to 33rd), human capital and research (up 3 spots to 
53rd), institutions (up 3 spots to 77th). By contrast, in business sophistication (65th), infrastructure (79th), 
creative outputs (78th), it lost one, two and three spots respectively. 

• WIPO said India’s improvement this year is largely due to its relative performance and less so to new GII data 
or methods. 

• In the “knowledge and technology outputs” pillar, which saw the highest 11 spot jump, India’s ranking 
improved for IP-related variables, notably patents by origin (52nd) and PCT patents by origin under Patent 
Cooperation Treaty (51st), and IP receipts (50th). In this pillar, India maintained its top position in ICT 
(information and communications technology) services exports, where it ranks 1st in the world, and in 
labor productivity growth with 4th position. 

• India is consistently among the top in the world in innovation drivers such as ICT services exports, Graduates 
in science & engineering, the quality of universities, Gross capital formation—a measure of economy-wide 
investments—and Creative goods exports. 

• Given its size—and if progress is upheld—India will make a true impact on global innovation in the years to 
come,” the report said. 

• Among the sub-pillars, where India lost relative strength to other countries, the largest drops are found in 
logistics performance (down 9 spots to 43rd), Females employed with advanced degrees (down 10 spots to 
103rd) and Printing and other media (down 12 spots to 88th). 

• While India improved in the GII ranking, some relative weaknesses still persist. These include Environmental 
performance (125th), New businesses (100th), and Entertainment and media market 60th),” the report said. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  64 InsightsIAS 

• When it comes to quality of innovation which includes quality of local universities, internationalisation of 
patented inventions and quality of scientific publications, China, India, and the Russian Federation hold the 
top 3 positions among middle income countries with India ranking 26th globally. 

• India ranks 2nd among the middle-income economies, with top positions in quality of universities and in 
quality of scientific publications,” the report said. 

• Indian Institute of Technology situated in Bombay, Bengaluru and Delhi occupied the 8th, 9th and 10th rank 
respectively among the top 10 universities in the middle income countries. 

• In “Human capital and research” pillar, two important variables have improved for India: Gross expenditure 
on R&D (50th) and expenditure by global R&D companies (15th) which is a relative strength for the country. 

• “Its (India’s) share in world R&D expenditures has increased since the mid-1990s, but less sharply than other 
middle-income countries, such as China, or other Asian powerhouses, such as the Republic of Korea. 

• In Global R&D companies, India reaches the 15th spot as the second middle-income economy. 

• In this pillar, the indicator Graduates in science and engineering (7th) remains a relative strength for the 
country,” the report said. 

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9WFo8a1gLg  

6. NATIONAL WATER POLICY 

Introduction: 

• Government plans to come out with an updated version of National Water Policy with key changes in 
governance structures and regulatory framework. Plans are also to set up a National Bureau of Water Use 
Efficiency. 

• Building consensus among the states within the constitutional framework is the pre-condition for making 
this changes. National Water policy was formulated to govern the planning and development of water 
resources and their optimum utilization. The first National Water Policy was adopted in 1987, it was reviewed 
and updated in 2002 and later in 2012. 

National Water Policy 2012: 

The salient features of national water policy (2012) are as follows: 

• Emphasis on the need for a national water framework law, comprehensive legislation for optimum 
development of inter-State rivers and river valleys. 

• Water, after meeting the pre-emptive needs for safe drinking water and sanitation, achieving food security, 
supporting poor people dependent on agriculture for their livelihood and high priority allocation for 
minimum eco-system needs, be treated as economic good so as to promote its conservation and efficient 
use. 

• Ecological needs of the river should be determined recognizing that river flows are characterized by low or 
no flows, small floods (freshets), large floods and flow variability and should accommodate development 
needs. A portion of river flows should be kept aside to meet ecological needs ensuring that the proportional 
low and high flow releases correspond in time closely to the natural flow regime. 

• Adaptation strategies in view of climate change for designing and management of water resources 
structures and review of acceptability criteria has been emphasized. 

• A system to evolve benchmarks for water uses for different purposes, i.e., water footprints, and water 
auditing be developed to ensure efficient use of water. Project financing has been suggested as a tool to 
incentivize efficient & economic use of water. 

• Setting up of Water Regulatory Authority has been recommended. 

• Incentivization of recycle and re-use has been recommended. 

• Water Users Associations should be given statutory powers to collect and retain a portion of water charges, 
manage the volumetric quantum of water allotted to them and maintain the distribution system in their 
jurisdiction. 

• Removal of large disparity in stipulations for water supply in urban areas and in rural areas has been 
recommended. 

• Water resources projects and services should be managed with community participation. Wherever the 
State Governments or local governing bodies so decide, the private sector can be encouraged to become a 
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service provider in public private partnership model to meet agreed terms of service delivery, including 
penalties for failure. 

• Adequate grants to the States to update technology, design practices, planning and management practices, 
preparation of annual water balances and accounts for the site and basin, preparation of hydrologic balances 
for water systems, and benchmarking and performance evaluation etc. 

Why is there a need of updated National Water Policy? 

• There are lots of changes that are required in the policy. 

• Privatization of water usage should be defined. 

• Agriculture was there but not included in the policy parameters. 

• River revitalization is required to be revised. 

• Technological innovation is required with the sensors, GIS and satellite imagery. 

• Need to modulate the water by having a good picture of its path and quantity. 

• Need to go back from basin to sub-basin to watershed and down into village water budgeting level. 

• Policy does not deter use among those who can afford to pay for water. 

• Policy does not follow polluter pay principle, rather it gives incentives for effluent treatment. 

• Policy is criticized for terming water as an economic good. 

• It does not focus on water pollution 

India’s water crisis: 

• Delay in monsoon and change in pattern. 

• Management of both supply side and demand side of water. 

• Unprecedented heat waves, which can become more persistent with climate change. 

• Less pre monsoon rain. 

• Water levels in India’s major reservoirs have fallen to 21 per cent of the average of the last decade. 

• Fifty four per cent of the country’s groundwater is declining faster than it is being replenished. 

• There is a crippling dependence on monsoon rains to replenish most of India’s key water sources– 
underground aquifers, lakes, rivers and reservoirs. 

• Close to half the country, about 600 million people, face severe scarcity year after year. 

• A NITI Ayog report forecasts water demand will be twice the present supply and India could lose up to 6 per 
cent of its GDP. 

• India’s water table is falling in most parts; there is fluoride, arsenic, mercury, even uranium in our 
groundwater. 

• The groundwater and sand extraction from most river beds and basins has turned unsustainable. 

• Tanks and ponds are encroached upon. 

• Dug-wells and borewells are constructed with alarming impunity to slide deeper and deeper to suck water 
from greater depths. 

• Water is being diverted from food-crops to cash-crops; livelihoods to lifestyles; rural to 
urban— mismanagement is a bigger reason for the drought. 

• Water shortages are hurting India’s ability to produce power and 40% thermal power plants are in areas 
facing high water stress, a recent World Resources Institute report says. 

• Not only farmers, urban dwellers in cities and towns across India are also staring at a never seen before 
drinking water scarcity. 

Getting States on Board: 

• Getting states on board will be a very important element. 

• In earlier water policies as well state water policies were fused into it. 

• Entire federal structure will be tested with the issue of water. 

• Process has to be dialogue driven, taking into sensitivity of the states as well and should not be imposed 
upon. 

Way Forward: 

• Hydrological boundaries, rather than administrative or political boundaries, should be part of the water 
governance structure in the country. 
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• Building consensus among the States within the Constitutional framework is a pre-condition for making the 
changes. 

• Water conservation, along with water harvesting and judicious and multiple use of water, are key to tackling 
the water challenges that India faces. 

• Rejuvenation and revitalisation of traditional water bodies and resources through the age-old conservation 
methods. 

• Need for disseminating modern water technologies in an extensive fashion. 

• Relook basin and sub-basin planning 

• Water policy should take in all recommendations and warning given by NITI Aayog 

• Batting for policy changes for giving incentive to crops using less water. 

• Participatory groundwater management should be promoted in a big way to maintain quality and 
sustainability. 

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61FJ9sUVylM  

7. FAMILY LAWS & CUSTODIAL RIGHT 

Introduction: 

• The Supreme Court has sought Centre’s response to a PIL which challenged validity of a provision of Hindu 
Minority and Guardianship Act, 1956 that prefers father as a natural guardian of children till they attain 
majority. 

• A bench headed by Justice Arun Mishra issued notice to the Centre after petitioner’s counsel argued that the 
1956 law’s gender-based discrimination for grant of guardianship of children violated constitutional right to 
equality guaranteed to Hindu women. 

• The apex court had issued a similar notice to centre last month on another petition seeking re-visit of 
country’s all personal laws with regard to the custody of child in matrimonial disputes. 

• Earlier the 257th report by the Law Commission of India had suggested amendments to the current statutory 
provisions so as to include the provision for shared custody / joint custody. 

What is the issue? 

• Petitioner, retired Army officer, Sakshi Bhattacharya felt heat of the “gender-biased” Section 6 of HMGA after 
her husband initiated divorce proceedings before a family court. 

• Section 6 says: “natural guardian of a Hindu minor, in respect of the minor’s person as well as in respect of 
the minor’s property excluding his or her undivided interest in joint family property, are (a) in the case of a 
boy or an unmarried girl – the father, and after him, the mother: provided that the custody of a minor who 
has not completed the age of five years shall ordinarily be with the mother….” 

• The petitioner said this provision contradicts the object of the Act, which is welfare of the minor child. 

• The Act came into force in 1956 when men exercised more financial power and social sanction to control 
and dominate women and children in a family. After more than six decades, it would be natural, reasonable 
and advantageous for the welfare of the child if her/his guardianship is entrusted with the mother. 

• Emphasising that right to equality is one of the fundamental rights, the petitioner has said the court should 
interfere in making the provision gender neutral by providing equal guardianship rights to both parents 
over their minor children. 

• Despite Hindu women leaving their parental homes to be in matrimonial homes, the law continued to 
discriminate against her by allowing the husband to dominate even in the guardianship rights of her minor 
children. 

• Citing the English Guardianship Act of 1973, English law provides same right and authority to both parents in 
matters of guardianship of minor and administration of his/her properties. 

• It is requested to the court to read down Section 6, 7 and 9 of the Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act to 
declare that both parents as equals in respect of natural guardianship of their children. 

SC’s Observations and is the law discriminatory? 

• The interest of the child should be kept foremost in custody battles between separated parents. 

• Family courts should grant visitation rights in such a manner that a child is not deprived of the love and care 
of either parent. 
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• The gender bias eliminates the chance of equal opportunity and in some situations. 

• Women tend to stay in abusive relationships and suffer from domestic abuse only for the fear of giving up 
their children. 

• Everyone is equal as per Article 14. 

• Changed nature of society since the law was made, DOL changed, relation between man and women 
changed, changed notion of welfare of child. iv. v. Presupposition that father is the natural guardian. 

Has the time come now for shared responsibility? 

• Our society is changing so fast and the law came in 1956. 

• Family dynamics has changed. 

• The way both wife and husband look at each other has changed. 

• Women have become more economically independent. 

• Definition of Division of labour has changed. 

• Patriarchal mindset of society are strengthened by such laws. 

• Women are not weaker sex now. 

Way Forward: 

• We need to have Gender Neutral Law as law commission has suggested. 

• Balancing Act should be brought and protect the welfare of the child. 

• The laws also have to be time-friendly. 

• Shared parenting within the law 

• Child-centric focus has to be maintained.  

• Rights of the child should be respected 

• India being heterogeneous society and one law will not be applicable to all sections of the societies so proper 
work should be done in this regard. 

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T72fwcvn2Xs  

8. ROAD ACCIDENTS IN INDIA 

Introduction: 

• A report on road accidents published by the Union transport ministry has shown a steep rise in the number 
of pedestrians killed on the roads. The increase is as much as 84 percent between 2014 and 2018, with 
average daily fatalities going up from 34 in 2014 to 62 last year. 

• The report also says in all 22,656 pedestrians were killed last year. Several causes are attributed to road 
accidents including over speeding, drunken driving, red light jumping, avoiding driving safety measures like 
helmets and seat belts, using mobile phones, honking, lack of traffic sense. There are also issues pertaining 
to the lack of infrastructural facilities like driving such as poor pedestrian space, undivided roads, potholes, 
narrow roads, sharp road curvatures. 

Highlights and summary: 

• India, however ranks 1 in the number of road accident deaths across the 199 countries reported in 
the World Road Statistics, 2018 followed by China and US. 

• As per the WHO Global Report on Road Safety 2018, India accounts for almost 11% of the accident related 
deaths in the World. 

• A total of 4,67,044 road accidents have been reported by States and Union Territories (UTs) in the calendar 
year 2018, claiming 1,51,417 lives and causing injuries to 4,69,418 persons. 

• In percentage terms, in 2018, the number of accidents has increased by 0.46 percent, persons killed has 
increased by 2.4% and injuries have decreased by 0.33 percent over that of the previous year i.e 2017. Road 
accident severity measured by the number of persons killed per 100 accidents, has seen an increase of 0.6 
percentage points in 2018 over the previous year. 

• Accidents, deaths and injuries in India registered a steep rise till 2010, the same somewhat stabilised after 
2010, with marginal year to year fluctuations. 

• Further, the CAGR of accidents as well as accident related deaths in the period 2010-2018 dropped drastically 
when compared with the previous decades, despite the very high rate of growth of automobiles. 
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• Road accidents have been profiled by road category, type of impacting vehicle, type of collision, age of victim, 
gender and road user category which inter-alia bring out the following: 
o National Highways which comprise of 1.94 percent of total road network, accounted for 30.2 per cent 

of total road accidents and 35.7 per cent of deaths in 2018. State Highways which account for 2.97% of 
the road length accounted for 25.2 percent and 26.8 percent of accidents and deaths respectively. Other 
Roads which constitute about 95.1% of the total roads were responsible for the balance 45 % of 
accidents and 38% deaths respectively. 

o In impacting vehicle categories, two-wheelers accounted for the highest share (35.2%) in total accidents 
and (31.4%) in accident related killings in 2018. Light vehicles comprising cars, jeeps and taxis as a 
category, ranks second with a share of 24.3 per cent in total accidents and 20.3 per cent in total fatalities. 

o In terms of accident related killings by type of road user, the number of Pedestrians killed accounted 
for 15%, the share of cyclists was 2.4% and that of Two wheelers was 36.5%. Together these categories 
explain 53.9% of the accident related killings and are the most vulnerable category quite in line with 
global trends. 

o During 2018, like the previous two years, young adults in the age group of 18 – 45 years accounted for 
nearly 69.6 percent of road accident victims. The working age group of 18 – 60 accounted for a share of 
84.7 percent in the total road accident deaths. 

o The number of hit and run cases in 2018 accounted for 18.9% of the deaths compared to 17.5% in 2017. 
Head on collision , followed by Hit and run cases followed by Hit from the back accounted for almost 
56% of persons killed in 2018. The category which registered the maximum increase  in terms of 
persons  killed in 2018 was collision with parked vehicles. 

o The share of males in number of total accident deaths was 86% while the share of females hovered 
around 14% in 2018 

o Road accidents are multi-causal and are often the result of an interplay of various factors. Like (i) human 
error, (ii) road environment and (iii) vehicular condition. 

o Under the category of Traffic Rule Violations, over speeding is a major killer, accounting for 64.4% of 
the persons killed followed by driving on the wrong side of the road which accounted for 5.8% of the 
accident related deaths. 

o Use of mobile phones accounted for 2.4% of the deaths with drunken driving accounting for 2.8% of the 
persons killed. 

o Driving without valid license/learners license accounts for 13% of accidents. 
o About 29% of deaths can be attributed to non use of helmets and 16% of deaths can be attributed to 

non use of seat belts. 
o Vehicles more than 10 years accounted for 41% of accident related deaths. 
o Overloaded vehicles accounted for about 12% deaths. 

• As in 2017, the State of Tamil Nadu recorded the highest number of road accidents in 2018. Similarly as in 
2017, the number of persons killed in road accident was the highest in Uttar Pradesh in 2018 . 

• The 50 Indian Urban agglomerations (i.e million plus cities) accounted for 18.3 percent of road accidents and 
11.7 percent of road accident deaths in the country. 

• The average of accident severity in these million plus cities was 20.8 which is better than the all India. 

• Initiatives taken by the Ministry which continues to implement a multi pronged road safety strategy based 
on Education, Engineering (both of roads and vehicles), Enforcement and Emergency Care consisting inter-
alia of setting up Driver training schools, creating awareness, strengthening automobile safety standards, 
improving road infrastructure, carrying out road safety audit  

• High priority has been accorded to rectification of black spots. 

• A major initiative of the Ministry this year in the field of Road Safety has been the passing of the Motor 
Vehicle Amendment Bill 2019 by both the Houses of Parliament in August 2019. The aforementioned bill has 
now become an Act. The provisions of Motor Vehicle Amendment Act 2019 which focus on road safety 
include, inter-alia, stiff hike in penalties for traffic violations and electronic monitoring of the same, enhanced 
penalties for juvenile driving, cashless treatment during the golden hour, computerisation/automation of 
vehicle fitness and driving tests, recall of defective vehicles, extending the scope of third party liability and 
payment of increased compensation for hit and run cases etc. 

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DksPfrGqw4c  
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9. DRINKING WATER: QUALITY & CHALLENGES 

Introduction: 

• Mumbai residents need not buy reverse osmosis (RO) water purifiers as a study by the Union Consumer 
Affairs Ministry has found samples of tap water collected from the financial capital compliant with the Indian 
standards for drinking water. However, other metro cities of Delhi, Kolkata and Chennai failed in almost 10 
out of 11 quality parameters tested by the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) which is under the aegis of the 
Consumer Affairs Ministry. 

• Similarly, samples drawn from 17 other state capitals were not as per the prescribed specifications for 
drinking water. Releasing the second phase study, Consumer Affairs Minister Ram Vilas Paswan said, “Out of 
20 state capitals, all the 10 samples of piped water drawn from Mumbai were found to comply with all 11 
parameters, while other cities are failing in one or more.” In the third phase, samples from the capital cities 
of northeastern states and from 100 smart cities will be tested and their results are expected by January 15, 
2020. 

The Water Quality Report for State Capitals and Delhi: 

• Department of Consumer Affairs decided to undertake a study through the Bureau of India Standards 
(BIS) on the quality of piped drinking water being supplied in the country and also rank the States, Smart 
Cities and even Districts based on the quality of tap water. 

• In Delhi, all the samples drawn from various places did not comply with the requirements of the Indian 
Standard& failed on several parameters. 

• All the 10 samples drawn from Mumbai were found to comply with the requirements. 

Alarming facts: 

• More than 163 million Indians – higher than the population of Russia – do not have access to safe drinking 
water. 

• Irrespective of the source of water, in most parts of rural India, availability of water decreases dramatically 
in the summer months as the water levels drop and surface sources may dry up. 

• India’s estimated per capita availability of water in 2025 will be 1,341 cubic metre. This may further fall to 
1,140 cubic metre in 2050, bringing it closer to becoming water-scarce. 

• NITI Aayog’s Composite Water Management Index 2018, India ranks 120 out of 122 countries. 

• India is ranked 13th among the 17 most water-stressed countries of the world. 

• According to the Ministry of Urban Development, 80% of India’s surface water is polluted. 
Sustainable Development Goal target 6.1 calls for universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking 
water. The target is tracked with the indicator of “safely managed drinking water services” – drinking water from 
an improved water source that is located on premises, available when needed, and free from faecal and priority 
chemical contamination. 

Causes of this problem: 

• There is ‘n’ number of sources in the capital which affects water quality. 

• The basic raw water is very poor which is difficult to purify. 

• The quality of water treatment is not upto mark. 

• Mixing of surface water & ground water without proper tesing. 

• Pipeline not maintained properly 

• It is seen that Water supply line & sewerage line runs side by side. 

• In the Name of water purification, water is only 

• Samples collected do not reflect the true water quality. 

• Water falls under the state list of the Constitution and participation of states is crucial to make the mission 
of providing clean drinking water a success. 

Challenges: 

• Climate change, increasing water scarcity, population growth, demographic changes and urbanization 
already pose challenges for water supply systems. 
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• By 2025, half of the world’s population will be living in water-stressed areas. 

• Re-use of wastewater, to recover water, nutrients, or energy, is becoming an important strategy. 

• Increasingly countries are using wastewater for irrigation – in developing countries this represents 7% of 
irrigated land. 

• While this practice if done inappropriately poses health risks, safe management of wastewater can yield 
multiple benefits, including increased food production. 

• Options for water sources used for drinking water and irrigation will continue to evolve, with an increasing 
reliance on groundwater and alternative sources, including wastewater. 

• Climate change will lead to greater fluctuations in harvested rainwater. 

• Management of all water resources will need to be improved to ensure provision and quality. 

• No binding to the BIS standard in India. 

• The solid waste which is dumped around, toxic industrial waste, and sewage among other factors contribute 
to pollution of the groundwater. 

• The dissolved solids cannot be removed by chlorination. 

Effects of the issue: 

• Contaminated water and poor sanitation are linked to transmission of diseases such as cholera, diarrhoea, 
dysentery, hepatitis A, typhoid, and polio. 

• Reduction in tourist inflow. 

• Bottled water gives rise to plastic pollution due to its demand 

• RO water is totally deprived of essential minerals and salts which is necessary. 

• Reverse osmosis during water purification also results in wastage of water. 

Solutions and Way forward: 

• This is the first time such a data is made public and attempt has been made to study drinking water at 
consumer level and we should do this very frequently. 

• Citizens should be sensitized about the issue.  

• The consumers, the service providers and the government should all be equally responsible of their 
responsibilities 

• Long-distance supply of water should be avoided. 

• Compliance to Bureau of Indian Standards for water quality should be made mandatory for local bodies. 

• Data based decision taking system. 

• Pipelines should be maintained properly. 

• Rainwater harvesting should be done. 

• Treatment plants have to be 

• We need to manage underground reservoirs. 

• Sampling methodology should be proper. 

• Boiling of water is good to just kill bacteria and is not effective towards dissolved solids and require 
additional chemical treatment. 

• Therefore, there has to be a holistic approach towards water supply and demand. 
Sources:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-bHVnAfZuA0  
 

ECONOMY 

1. EASE OF DOING BUSINESS- INDIA’S ROLE 

Introduction: 

• In the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business rankings this year, India has moved from the 77th to the 63rd 
position. The World Bank also highlights India’s efforts to reach this position. In particular it mentions four 
new business reforms that were brought in in the past year. India in fact has now become one of the world’s 
top ten improvers in the Ease of Doing Business for the third year in a row. 

• It is the only large country to achieve such a significant shift. The climb of 14 rungs this year is a major boost 
for the Modi government. Not only does it highlight its reformist zeal, but also bolsters India’s credentials as 
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an alternative investment destination to China. Prime Minister Modi has set a target of India making a place 
for itself among the top 50 countries in the ease of doing business rankings by 2020. 

Ease of Doing Business Report: 

• Ease of Doing Business is an annual survey published by World Bank. 

• The report was introduced in 2003 to provide an assessment of objective measures of business regulations 
and their enforcement across 190 economies on ten parameters affecting a business through its life cycle. 

• The report measures the performance of countries across 10 different parameters namely- 

• Starting a Business, Dealing with Construction permits, Electricity availability, Property registration, Credit 
availability, Protecting minority Investors, 

• Paying Taxes, Trading across borders, Contracts enforcement, and Resolving Insolvency. 

• This time 11th parameter employing workers was measured but was not factored into the score. 

• Delhi and Mumbai are used as samples for ranking India under the World Bank’s Doing Business report. 

Performance: 

• India went up 14 rungs in the 2020 survey to score a 63, making it the one of world’s top 10 most improved 
countries for the third consecutive time. 

• However, India failed to achieve government’s target of being at 50th place. It was 77th last year. 

• This is the third year in a row that India has made it to the top 10 in Doing Business, which is a success 
which very few countries have done over the 20 years of the project. 

What helped India improve its ranking? 

• Sustained business reforms over the past several years. 

• India conducted four reforms in the 12-month period to May 1. Among other improvements, India made the 
process of obtaining a building permit more efficient. 

• Importing and exporting also became easier for companies with the creation of a single electronic platform 
for trade stakeholders, upgrades to port infrastructure and improvements to electronic submission of 
documents. 

How will the ranking help? 

• As the World Bank ranks 190 countries, investors have a comparable template to make crossborder 
investment decisions. 

• The ranking provides a significant input to their decision-making process. 

• It acknowledges the structural reforms the government has been undertaking. 

• Improvement in India’s rank will boost SMEs, job creation: World Bank. 

• There are examples across the world where an improved Doing Business ranking has resulted in increased 
employment and inclusive growth. 

Criticism: 

• The Doing Business report bases the rankings on field surveys and interviews with corporate lawyers and 
company executives in Delhi and Mumbai. 

• The report has often attracted criticism for not being representative enough. 

• To get a true picture of doing business, manufacturing hubs such as Bengaluru and Tamil Nadu should be 
looked at. 

Way Forward: 

• As many nations have cut down on procedures on “starting a business” to improve their rankings, India needs 
to make drastic changes to rank higher. 

• Coordination across all departments and between the Centre, the States and local level to get the 
implementation right and fast. 

• It is imperative to create awareness of the reforms introduced so that the enterprises can benefit from it. 

• Regular feedback on reforms undertaken, and ensure the reforms are implemented at the ground level. 

• Bureaucracy must continue to be an active agent of process re-engineering. 

• To secure changes in the remaining areas will require new laws, online systems and deepening the 
investment. 
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• India’s ambition must be to become the easiest and simplest place for investors to do business in. 
Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqj2szeWxX8   

2. WOOING FDI 

Introduction: 

• Foreign Direct Investment or FDI is a major driver of economic growth and is largely a matter of private 
business decisions. FDI inflows depend on a number of factors sub as availability of natural resources, 
infrastructure, market size, general investment climate etc. 

• Govt of India has put in place a liberal and transparent policy for FDI with most sectors open to FDI under the 
automatic route. To further attract more investors the department for promotion of Industry and Internal 
trade and the investment promotion agency Invest India have joined hands to put in place a new mechanism 
under which those looking to invest 500 million dollars or more will have a designated person to facilitate all 
clearances. 

Relationship Manager: 

• Soon, those looking to invest $500 million or more in the country will have a designated person who will 
facilitate all clearances — from the Centre to local bodies — with officials from state government and central 
ministries too converging on one place to address investor queries and enhance flows. 

• DPIIT and Invest India have joined hands to put in place a new mechanism aimed at attracting investors, 
many of whom have in the past complained of a plethora of clearances holding up their plans. 

• The Centre’s investment promotion agency Invest India is scouting for space, where officials from several 
ministries, including tax and environment and forest, will be present to address investment queries. 

• State governments, too, will depute officers at the facility. 
 

• Apart from being a critical driver of economic growth, foreign direct investment (FDI) is a major source of 
non-debt financial resource for the economic development of India. Foreign companies invest in India to take 
advantage of relatively lower wages, special investment privileges such as tax exemptions, etc. For a country 
where foreign investments are being made, it also means achieving technical know-how and generating 
employment. 

• The Indian government’s favourable policy regime and robust business environment have ensured that 
foreign capital keeps flowing into the country. The government has taken many initiatives in recent years 
such as relaxing FDI norms across sectors such as defence, PSU oil refineries, telecom, power exchanges, and 
stock exchanges, among others. 

Factors affecting foreign direct investment: 

• Regulatory framework policy needs to be predictable 

• Wage Rates 

• Labour skills 

• Tax rates 

• Transport and Infrastructure 

• Size of economy and its potential for growth 

• Political stability 

• Existence of commodities 

• Exchange rate 

• Access to free trade areas 

Advantages of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 

• Capital inflows create higher output and jobs. 

• Capital inflows can help finance a current account deficit. 

• Long-term capital inflows are more sustainable than short-term portfolio inflows. e.g. in a credit crunch, 
banks can easily withdraw portfolio investment, but capital investment is less prone to sudden withdrawals. 

• Recipient country can benefit from improved knowledge and expertise of foreign multinational. 
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• Investment from abroad could lead to higher wages and improved working conditions, especially if the MNCs 
are conscious of their public image of working conditions in developing economies. 

Potential Problems of Foreign Direct Investment 

• Gives multinationals controlling rights within foreign countries. Critics argue powerful MNCs can use their 
financial clout to influence local politics to gain favourable laws and regulations. 

• FDI may be a convenient way to bypass local environmental laws. Developing countries may be tempted to 
compete on reducing environmental regulation to attract the necessary FDI. 

• FDI does not always benefit recipient countries as it enables foreign multinationals to gain from ownership 
of raw materials, with little evidence of wealth being distributed throughout society. 

• Multinationals have been criticised for poor working conditions in foreign factories (e.g. Apple’s factories in 
China) 

Importance of foreign direct investment 

Foreign Direct Investment has increased significantly in past few decades. This is because: 

• Lower transport costs 

• Improved technology which has helped increase low capital intensive start-ups 

• Increased global trade and lower tariff costs 

Government Initiatives and analysis: 

• The government’s policy is very dynamic one. 

• The government has been from time to time relaxing more policies to include more items in the automatic 
list rather than restrictive list. 

• In August 2019, government permitted 100 per cent FDI under the automatic route in coal mining for open 
sale (as well as in developing allied infrastructure like washeries). 

• In Union Budget 2019-2020, the government of India proposed opening of FDI in aviation, media (animation, 
AVGC) and insurance sectors in consultation with all stakeholders. 

• 100 per cent FDI is permitted for insurance intermediaries. 

• As of February 2019, the Government of India is working on a road map to achieve its goal of US$ 100 billion 
worth of FDI inflows. 

• In February 2019, the Government of India released the Draft National E-Commerce Policy which encourages 
FDI in the marketplace model of e-commerce. Further, it states that the FDI policy for e-commerce sector 
has been developed to ensure a level playing field for all participants. 

• Government of India is planning to consider 100 per cent FDI in Insurance intermediaries in India to give a 
boost to the sector and attracting more funds. 

• In December 2018, the Government of India revised FDI rules related to e-commerce. As per the rules 100 
per cent FDI is allowed in the marketplace-based model of e-commerce. Also, sales of any vendor through 
an e-commerce marketplace entity or its group companies have been limited to 25 per cent of the total sales 
of such vendor. 

• In September 2018, the Government of India released the National Digital Communications Policy, 2018 
which envisages increasing FDI inflows in the telecommunications sector to US$ 100 billion by 2022. 

• In January 2018, Government of India allowed foreign airlines to invest in Air India up to 49 per cent with 
government approval. The investment cannot exceed 49 per cent directly or indirectly. 

• No government approval will be required for FDI up to an extent of 100 per cent in Real Estate Broking 
Services. 

• The Government of India is in talks with stakeholders to further ease foreign direct investment (FDI) in 
defence under the automatic route to 51 per cent from the current 49 per cent, in order to give a boost to 
the Make in India initiative and to generate employment. 

• Having a flexible policy in place is a pre-requisite. 

• Few of the things are very positive in India like market size. 

• But stability is missing because changes take place so frequently 

• Taxation issues at times which sends wrong message. 

• We need to show the investors that the ecosystem is welcoming. 
Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ow876O3aoIc  
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3. DAIRY INDUSTRY & FTA 

Introduction: 

• A few days ago India decided against joining the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership – RCEP which 
is a free trade agreement between more than dozen counties. In the run up to the RCEP meet, the domestic 
Dairy Industry has been vocal about its apprehensions regarding this FTA. India has been the leading 
producer and consumer of dairy products with a sustained growth over the years . Estimated production of 
milk in 2018-19 was 187 million tonnes. Milk is equally important to both farmers and consumers. 
 

• With India deciding against joining the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), a China-
backed free trade agreement (FTA) among 15 nations, dairy farmers are a relieved lot. It is not that the (dairy) 
industry alone would be affected, it will be affecting basic agriculture. Several women dairy farmers, had 
written to Prime Minister Narendra Modi last week, concerned over the outcome of the RCEP trade deal. The 
dairy industry is the ATM card for the villagers. The dairy sector is one of the few success stories in India’s 
recent agriculture history. The country’s milk output has so far more than doubled from 79.66 million tonnes 
in 2000, making it the world’s largest producer and consumer of milk. As the deal offered zero-duty imports 
of cheaper dairy products, the sector was concerned about heavy competition in both price and technology. 
Indian farmers are paid an estimated 60% of milk prices whereas it is only 23% and 24% in New Zealand and 
Australia respectively. 

Milk Production in India: 

• India is the largest producer of milk. 

• The value of milk is more than that of rice and wheat combined. 

• So, it is India’s biggest agri-produce. 

• It is a source of income to small and landless agri-hou 

• 70 per cent of those earning their livelihood from milk are women. 

What makes milk and milk products such a big deal for India? 

• Milk is the country’s largest “crop”. 

• In 2018-19, the estimated production of milk, at 187.75 million tonnes (mt), was more than that of paddy 
(174.63 mt) or wheat (102.19 mt). 

• Milk is, moreover, a source of liquidity for farmers, as it is sold daily and generates cash to take care of 
routine household expenses, unlike other crops that are marketed only once or twice a year. 

• But milk matters equally to consumers in India, because it meets the animal protein/fat requirements of a 
significant portion of the population that is vegetarian. 

• Milk, in the Indian context, is also a ‘superior’ food with income elasticity of demand greater than one. This 
means that as incomes rise, the demand for milk goes up even more. 

Challenges faced: 

• Indian cattle and buffaloes have among the lowest productivity. 

• Similarly there is a shortage of organized dairy farms and there is a need of high degree of investment to 
take dairy industry to global standards. 

• Improving productivity of farm animals is one of the major challenges 

• Crossbreeding of indigenous species with exotic stocks to enhance genetic potential of different species has 
been successful only to a limited extent. 

• The sector will also come under significant adjustment pressure to the emerging market forces. Though 
globalization will create avenues for increased participation in international trade, stringent food safety and 
quality norms would be required. 

• Access to markets is critical to speed up commercialization. Lack of access to markets may act as a 
disincentive to farmers to adopt improved technologies and quality inputs 
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So, where does the RCEP come in? 

• Global dairy trade takes place not in milk, but in the solids that derive from it — mainly milk powder, 
butter/butter oil, and cheese. 

• 50 million will be jobless if RCEP comes into picture. 

• RCEP would affect small holders because Indian dairy industry is totally in their hands. 

• India isn’t a major player in the world market. 

• Till the eighties, it used to import up to 50,000-60,000 tonnes of skim milk powder and 10,000-15,000 tonnes 
of butter oil annually, largely channelised through the National Dairy Development Board. 

• Over the past couple of decades, with sustained production increases, the country has become self-sufficient, 
or even marginally surplus. 

• This is evidenced by its dairy product exports surpassing imports in most years, although their values are 
insignificant relative to both domestic output and global trade. 

• One reason for India’s imports being low is the high tariffs, especially on milk powder (60%) and fats (40%). 

• If dairy products are covered under an RCEP deal, India may have to allow members of the bloc greater access 
to its market, whether through phased duty reductions or more liberal tariff rate quotas (TRQs). 

• There is an already existing TRQ for milk powder, which enables import of up to 10,000 tonnes per year at 
15% customs duty, and quantities beyond that at the regular rate of 60%. 

• The Indian dairy industry is resisting any enhanced TRQs or other import concessions, even if extended only 
to RCEP countries, as opposed to the US or European Union. 

Government initiatives: 

• National Programme for Bovine Breeding 

• Rashtriya Gokul Mission 

• National Bovine Genetic Centre 

• Quality Mark 

• National Kamdhenu Bredding Centres 

• E-Pashuhaat portal 

• National Programme for Dairy Development (NPDD) 

• Dairy Entrepreneurship Development Scheme (DEDS) 

• National Dairy Plan-I (NDP-I) 

• Dairy Processing and Infrastructure Development Fund (DIDF) 

• Supporting Dairy Cooperatives and Farmer Producer Organizations engaged in dairy activities (SDCFPO) 

Way Forward: 

• Dairy industry must modernize itself with a focus to export our milk and milk products. 

• Balance between FTA and dairy industry & between interest of farmers and consumers. 

• The supply glut that has caused the milk price crash is an opportunity to create a skimmed milk powder buffer 
stock and incentivise investment in milk products. 

• Incentivise investments in value-added products in the organised sector — like curd, buttermilk, cheese, ice-
cream and even chocolates. 

• Bring down cost of production to the farmers and improve the quality and quantity of milk. 

• This can help farmers stabilise their milk prices. 

• Expand domestic demand for higher milk consumption through concerted campaigns, especially in the 115 
aspirational districts where malnutrition is high. 

• In these districts, the government could introduce milk in mid-day meal schemes and under NFSA. 

• Use the SMP buffer to supply large quantities to the armed forces, hospitals and other large institutional 
players. 

• In order to cut down costs of milk production, India needs to increase the productivity of its milch animals, 
that is far below the global 

• Cross-breeding with high-productivity animals of foreign breeds and pure indigenous breeds is the way 
forward. 

• The country needs to ramp its R&D and agriculture extension department to transform this sector into a 
vibrant, competitive and more remunerative sector for farmers. 
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Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kse1C7Fp-cI  

4. INDIA’S START UP JOURNEY 

Introduction: 

• India continues to be home to the third largest start up ecosystem in the world. According to a recent report 
released by NASSCOM 1300 tech startups were added up to September this year. While 7 startups entered 
the Unicorn club talking the total number to 24, potential unicorns also saw a significant increase to 52 from 
15 last year. The volume of investments in startups also grew, touching 4.4 million US dollars for January to 
September this year. According to the report these startups have created and estimated 60000 direct jobs 
and between 1.3 to 1.8 lakh indirect jobs. 

Key takeaways from “Indian Tech Startup Ecosystem- Leading Tech in the 20’s” Report: 

• With addition of more than 1,300 startups this year so far, India continues to reinforce its position as 
the third largest startup ecosystem in the the world. 

• The total number of tech startups in the country has grown to 8,900-9,300 with 1,300 startups being added 
this year so far. 

• India also witnessed the addition of seven Unicorns this year till August taking the total tally to 24 – the third 
highest number of Unicorns (companies with valuation of over $1 billion) in a single country in the world. 

• The startups have created an estimated 60,000 direct jobs and 1.3-1.8 lakh indirect jobs. 

• Investment in start-ups were steady with $4.4 billion flowing in between January-September this year across 
450 start-ups – up 5 per cent year-on-year. 

• Funding saw a huge spike in early stages with $1.6 billion being recorded and growing at 70 per cent y-o-y. 

• The trend witnessed over the year was that start-ups are driving focus more towards the B2B space and 
almost half of the country’s start-ups are offering enterprise focused services. 

• Over 18 per cent of all start-ups in India are now leveraging deep-tech, which means there are over 1,600 
such companies in India. This number constituted only 8 per cent of start-ups incepted in 2014, and has seen 
a 40 per cent CAGR (compound annual growth rate) over the past five years. 

Analysis of the report: 

• It is the good positive fact if we look at the numbers because both the number of startups and diversity in 
the startups has seen growth. 

• The start-up landscape in the country is becoming the epitome of innovation, with companies bringing out 
solutions that are aimed at solving locally relevant issues. 

• However, to simulate innovation, government and corporates need to focus on increasing their role as 
prominent stakeholders playing the part of venture capitalists and providing the appropriate market access, 
funding, and guidance to seed stage start-ups. 

• Indian start-up ecosystem has come a long way in providing a level playing field for innovators to flourish by 
strengthening capabilities and fostering co-creation. 

• The next wave of growth will be at the junction of convergence of technologies, where different sectors will 
embrace digital to re-define their operations. 

• The government is taking pro-active steps in the right direction like the angel tax issue, regulatory tax issue, 
etc. 

• The DIPP, Ministry of Commerce and PMO is listening to most of the issues being put up and taking steps. 

• The entire spirit in the next generation of India is equally picking up. 

• 20% of the startups are deep technology using AI, machine learning, data analytics and so on. 

• Lot of the focus is in the B to B which is good in one sense because the path to profitability is faster and 
clearer. 

• But to the country of India’s size B to C market should also be growing particularly segments in social sector 
like healthcare, agriculture and skilling. 

• There are certain regulatory locks to be unlocked further. 

• It is the great opportunity for India to become a leader in some of this areas that will require not only startups 
at entrepreneurship but also funding which has grown only by 5%. 
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Way forward: 

• Overall it is a positive picture and we should look at our potential to grow even faster and bigger. 

• We should look into how we raise our aspirations. 

• We should enable B-C market to open up to the startups. 

• Creating a value as that Chinese have created in B-C. 

• Need to have very active government support of different nature, 

• For market access, the policies should be designed across all sectors of government and access should be 
at deep level. 

• We need to differentiate what are actual shell companies and actual startups. 

• Enabling the ministries to have pilot procurements on experiment basis. 

• Differential voting rights to protect domestic founders should be resolved. 

• Consumer seller connect 

• Proper balance between founders, investors and consumers. 

• Regulatory constraints in the social sectors should be removed and enabling environment should be 
provided for startups. 

• We need to identify appropriate startups and have partnership with them in concerned sector. 

• Enable founders to not only capture but retain the value of their innovation created is important. 
Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZxZitWdPsA  
 

SCIENCE & TECH 

1. HUMANS AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

Introduction: 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi has urged business leaders and technocrats to build a bridge between the 
artificial intelligence and human intentions. In fact artificial intelligence has penetrated several aspects of 
our life in the past few years . The govt on its part has also been vocal about its intention to mainstream AI 
applications and several ministries along with NITI Aayog have come up various recommendation to enhance 
the use of AI. 

Artificial Intelligence: 

• Artificial intelligence is the branch of computer science concerned with making computers behave like 
humans. 

• AI refers to the ability of machines to perform cognitive tasks like thinking, perceiving, learning, problem 
solving and decision making. 

• Quality of Data is the crucial element to the success of AI 

National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence: 

• NITI Aayog unveiled its discussion paper on national strategy on AI which aims to guide research and 
development in new and emerging technologies. 

• NITI Aayog has identified five sectors — healthcare, agriculture, education, smart cities and infrastructure 
and transportation — to focus its efforts towards implementation of AI. 

• The paper focuses on how India can leverage the transformative technologies to ensure social and inclusive 
growth 

National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical Systems: 

• National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical Systems (NM-ICPS) to be implemented by Department 
of Science &Technology at a total outlay of Rs. 3660 crore for a period of five years. 

• The Mission addresses the ever increasing technological requirements of the society, and takes into account 
the international trends and road maps of leading countries for the next generation technologies. The 
mission implementation would develop and bring: 
o Cyber Physical Systems (CPS) and associated technologies within reach in the country, 
o adoption of CPS technologies to address India specific National / Regional issues, 
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o produce Next Generation skilled manpower in CPS, 
o catalyze Translational Research, 
o accelerate entrepreneurship and start-up ecosystem development in CPS, 
o give impetus to advanced research in CPS, Technology development and higher education in Science, 

Technology and Engineering disciplines, and 
o place India at par with other advanced countries and derive several direct and indirect benefits. 

Developments: 

• National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical Systems: 

• National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence by NITI Aayog 

• In agriculture, Microsoft, in collaboration with the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid 
Tropics (Icrisat), has developed AI-enabled sowing app that sends advisories to farmers on the best date to 
sow, soil-test based fertiliser and manure application, seed treatment, etc. 

• In 2017, 3,000 farmers in Andhra Pradesh (AP) and Karnataka used the app, resulting in a 10-30% increase in 
kharif yields. 

• NITI has partnered IBM to develop AI-enabled yield-prediction and real-time advisory to the farmer on 
productivity, pest-warning, etc, using data gathered from remote-sensing satellites, soil health cards, IMD 
etc. 

• India is 5th in the number of AI companies in the world. 

• India is 5th in the number of AI jobs in the world 

• To tackle school dropout, the Andhra Pradesh government has partnered Microsoft to identify those likely 
to drop out. 

Benefits from AI: 

• Healthcare: increased access and affordability of quality healthcare. 

• Agriculture: enhanced farmers’ income, increased farm productivity and reduction of wastage. 

• Education: improved access and quality of education. 

• Smart Cities and Infrastructure: efficient and connectivity for the burgeoning urban population. 

• Smart Mobility and Transportation: smarter and safer modes of transportation and better traffic and 
congestion problems. 

• Energy: In renewable energy systems, AI can enable storage of energy through intelligent grids enabled by 
smart meters. 

• NITI Aayog estimates that adopting AI means a 15% boost for the gross value added (GVA) for the economy 
by 2035. 

• Increase efficiency and enhance governance across the government. 

• Helps in improving the ease of doing business, as well as making the lives of people simpler. 

Concerns and Risks: 

• There are less than 400 PhDs of AI in India out of total 20,000. 

• AI is trained from data and this data has human biases. 

• The armed forces of US and China have already invested billions of dollars to develop LAWS, intending to 
gain strategic and tactical advantage over each other. This runs the risks of an arms race.  

• We do not have access to high grade infrastructure which other countries have and unique 

• AI has to meet the first and foremost challenge of acceptability with the users from the government, public 
sector and the armed forces, or even the private sector. 
o As users of AI, their interest in the technology augmenting their own ability, and not posing a threat, is 

quite pertinent. 

• India is only 13th in the quantity and quality of AI research that gets produced. 

• Attacks possible on AI systems. 

• Technical competence in this fast-paced sector, primarily in the case of government, could be a road block. 

• AI can better adapt to the goals and expectations of the Indian decision makers, if the technology 
development is indigenous. Foreign dependence in this case would be detrimental and unproductive. 

• AI has set off an economic and technological competition, which will further intensify. 
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• LAWs operate without human intervention, and there is formidable challenge in distinguishing between 
combatants and non-combatants, which is a subject of human judgment. 

Conclusion: 

• More than a technology developer or consumer, India can play a vital role in defining the multilateral rules 
of the road and help setting up of best ethical standards to dissuade any arms race in LAWs, ensuring safe 
and beneficial Artificial Intelligence for all. 

• Strides in supercomputing and Big Data analytics are further enhancing AI applications relating to advanced 
training or learning and India should be ready for that. 

• China is investing $2.1 billion in creating an AI research park. It is time to ensure that India is not left behind 
in this important skill. 

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21glMm5RmSI  

2. NOBEL PRIZE 2019 

Introduction: 

• The 2019 Nobel Prize announcements were made. The first prize in the category of physiology or medicine 
have been given to a trio of scientists for their work on cells’ ability to sense and react to oxygen availability. 
The Nobel Prize in Physics has also been announced for three scientists for their contribution to the 
understanding of the evolution of the universe. While for Chemistry as well, the Nobel Prize has been given 
to three scientists who have worked to develop and advance lithium-ion batteries. 

• Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, who made peace last year with bitter foe Eritrea, has been awarded 
the 2019 Nobel Peace Prize. The Nobel Prize is widely regarded as the most prestigious award given for 
intellectual achievement in the world. They are awarded annually from a fund bequeathed for the purpose 
by Alfred Nobel. The laureates will be honoured at an elegant ceremony on December 10 – the death 
anniversary of Alfred Nobel. 

The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 2019: 

• The 2019 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine is awarded jointly to William G. Kaelin Jr, Sir Peter J. Ratcliffe 
and Gregg L. Semenza “for their discoveries of how cells sense and adapt to oxygen availability.” 

• They identified molecular machinery that regulates the activity of genes in response to varying levels of 
oxygen. 

• This year’s Nobel Laureates revealed the mechanism for one of life’s most essential adaptive processes. 

• They established the basis for our understanding of how oxygen levels affect cellular metabolism and 
physiological function. 

• Their discoveries have also paved the way for promising new strategies to fight anemia, cancer and many 
other diseases. 

The Nobel Prize in Physics 2019: 

• The 2019 Nobel Prize in Physics are awarded ”for contributions to our understanding of the evolution of the 
universe and Earth’s place in the cosmos”, with one half to James Peebles “for theoretical discoveries in 
physical cosmology” and the other half jointly to Michel Mayor and Didier Queloz “for the discovery of an 
exoplanet orbiting a solar-type star.” 

• It rewards new understanding of the universe’s structure and history, and the first discovery of a planet 
orbiting a solar-type star outside our solar system. 

• This year’s Laureates have contributed to answering fundamental questions about our existence. What 
happened in the early infancy of the universe and what happened next? Could there be other planets out 
there, orbiting other suns? 

The Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2019: 

• The 2019 Nobel Prize in Chemistry are awarded to John Goodenough, M. Stanley Whittingham and Akira 
Yoshino “for the development of lithium-ion batteries”. 

• Through their work, they have created the right conditions for a wireless and fossil fuel-free society, and so 
brought the greatest benefit to humankind. 
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• It rewards the development of the lithium-ion battery. 

• This lightweight, rechargeable and powerful battery is now used in everything from mobile phones to laptops 
and electric vehicles. 

• It can also store significant amounts of energy from solar and wind power, making possible a fossil fuel-free 
society. 

The Nobel Prizes in Literature for 2018 and 2019: 

• The Nobel Prize in Literature for 2018 is awarded to the Polish author Olga Tokarczuk “for a narrative 
imagination that with encyclopedic passion represents the crossing of boundaries as a form of life.” 

• The Nobel Prize in Literature for 2019 is awarded to the Austrian author Peter Handke “for an influential 
work that with linguistic ingenuity has explored the periphery and the specificity of human experience.” 

The Nobel Peace Prize 2019 

• Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali is awarded the 2019 Nobel Peace Prize for his important work to 
promote reconciliation, solidarity and social justice.  

• The prize is also meant to recognise all the stakeholders working for peace and reconciliation in Ethiopia and 
in the East and Northeast African regions. 

• Abiy Ahmed Ali has initiated important reforms that give many citizens hope for a better life and a brighter 
future. 

• The Norwegian Nobel Committee believes it is now that Abiy Ahmed’s efforts deserve recognition and need 
encouragement. 

• Abiy Ahmed Ali is Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia since April 2018. He was 
born in Beshasha, Ethiopia. 

• Abiy Ahmed Ali is the first Ethiopian to be awarded a Nobel Prize. This year’s prize is also the 100th Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

  
Following Indians (or individuals of Indian origin) have been honoured with the Nobel: Rabindranath Tagore 
(Literature, 1913), C V Raman (Physics, 1930), Hargobind Khorana (Medicine, 1968), Mother Teresa (Peace, 1979), 
Subramanian Chandrashekhar (Physics, 1983), the Dalai Lama (Peace, 1989), Amartya Sen (Economics, 1998), 
Venkatraman Ramakrishnan (2009), and Kailash Satyarthi (Peace, 2014). 
  

Nobel Prize Facts: 

• On 27 November 1895, Alfred Nobel signed his last will and testament, giving the largest share of his fortune 
to a series of prizes in Physics, Chemistry, Physiology or Medicine, Literature and Peace – the Nobel Prizes. 

• In 1968, Sveriges Riksbank (Sweden’s central bank) established The Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic 
Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel. 

• 923 Laureates and 27 organizations have been awarded the Nobel Prize between 1901 and 2019. 

• Of them, 84 are Laureates in Economic Sciences. A small number of individuals and organizations have been 
honoured more than once, which means that 919 individuals and 24 unique organizations have received the 
Nobel Prize in total. 

• Between 1901 and 2019 the Nobel Prize and Prize in Economic Sciences have been awarded 54 times to 
women. 

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zz3DDhA-_KY  

3. JUNKING JUNK FOOD 

Introduction: 

• The food safety and standards authority of India – FSSAI has recently released draft regulations for ensuring 
healthy food for children titled as Food Safety and Standards ( Safe food and healthy diets for school 
children ) Regulation, 2019. 

• One of the important regulations proposed in this draft is that foods which are high fat, salt or sugar can not 
be sold to children in school canteens , mess , premises , hostel kitchens or with in 50 metre of the school 
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campus. Junk food is considered as one of the leading causes of health problems so how will these guidelines 
help in tackling this problem. 

Junk food 

• It is unhealthful food that is high in calories from sugar or fat, with little dietary fiber, protein, vitamins, 
minerals, or other important forms of nutritional value. 

• Precise definitions vary by purpose and over time. 

• Some high-protein foods, like meat prepared with saturated fat, may be considered junk food. 

• The term HFSS foods (high in fat, salt and sugar) is used synonymously. 

• Fast food and fast food restaurants are often equated with junk food, although fast foods cannot be 
categorically described as junk food. 

• Most junk food is highly processed food. 

• Concerns about the negative health effects resulting from a junk food-heavy diet, especially obesity, have 
resulted in public health awareness campaigns, and restrictions on advertising and sale in several countries. 

• Junk food is a pejorative term, dating back at least to the 1950s. 

Adverse Effects of Junk food: 

1. Increased Obesity 

• One of the most common side-effects of consuming junk foods is increased obesity. It’s composition of loads 
of sugar, calories and fats contribute to weight-gain. Obesity can cause many medical issues like diabetes, 
joint-pain and heart diseases. 

2. Loss of Memory and Learning Problems 

• A study published stated that people who ate junk food performed poorly in cognitive tests. It concluded 
that junk foods can deteriorate your memory and can leave with you with a weaker brain. It causes a sudden 
inflammation in the hippocampus in the brain which is responsible for memory and recognition. 

3. Lead to Depression 

• Junk foods are loaded with high sugar and fats that can cause certain chemical reactions in the brain which 
affect its functioning. By consuming too much of it, the body loses essential nutrients and amino acids. These 
symptoms eventually lead to inability of brain to deal with stress and can leave you feeling depressed. 

4. Worsens Appetite and Digestion 

• Consumption of excess junk food leaves the brain in a dilemma. Excessive sugar intake can cause blood sugar 
level to fluctuate and makes the brain demand more food, which eventually leads to overeating. It makes it 
difficult for the body to digest excessive junk food. 

5. Inadequate Growth & Development 

• Surviving on junk food causes deficiency of essential nutrients and vitamins required for the proper growth 
and development of the body. Excess intake of soda and sugar also causes tooth decay and weakening of 
your bones. 

FSSAI regulations: 

• Ban on advertising and sales: It prohibits the sale and advertisement of food rich in fat, sugar, and salt to 
schoolchildren inside the school premises and within 50 m around it. 

• Promote a balanced diet: It requires schools to simultaneously encourage and promote a safe and balanced 
diet. 

• No branding: Food companies are prohibited from using their logos, brand names and product names on 
books and other educational materials, as well as on school property such as buildings, buses, and athletic 
fields. 

• Healthy Diet: The agency recommends the use of a combination of whole grains, milk, eggs, and millets. 

• Guidelines for food products: It also listed a set of general guidelines for the selection of food products that 
can be offered in schools. 
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Why is it Important? 

• This move is a much-needed one given India’s increasing burden of type-2 diabetes. 

• India is witnessing an accelerated rise in the prevalence of chronic non-communicable diseases according 
to the National Health Profile 2019 and diabetes is one of them. 

• A World Obesity Federation study states that an estimated 27.4 million children and teenagers in the country 
will be afflicted by obesity in 2030, placing India only behind China which tops the list with 61.9 million obese 
children/adolescents between the ages of five to 19 years in just over a decade. 

• Ours is a fast-evolving, consumer-based and middle-class to upper middle-class society. Indians have a very 
high level of obesity, hypertension and diabetes. 

• The most vulnerable are children and India has 35% of its population under the age of 18 years. 

How to implement this guidelines effectively? 

• By coming up with food timetable which can be followed. 

• Setting up a committee at school. 

• Collaborative initiative with parents and teachers. 

• Have create awareness among childrens. 

Way forward: 

• The onus of inculcating healthy eating habits also starts at home. 

• Besides taking steps to reduce the intake of unhealthy food, both schools and parents should ensure children 
get adequate physical activity, which is increasingly being neglected for various reasons. 

• It is a combination of healthy food and regular physical activity that will go a long way in bringing up healthier 
children. 

Conclusion: 

• Growing up on junk food will lead to improper cognitive development in children, and result in lack of well-
rounded intelligent individuals which is very important for a country like India which is banking on their 
demographic dividend for development. Therefore, the focus of the entire draft is to ensure a healthy future 
for the children as their health is of primary concern. 

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u5GIkj-pWLs  
 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

1. INDO-GERMAN ECONOMIC TIES 

Introduction: 

• India and Germany signed multiple pacts and joint declarations of intent and exchanged agreements after 
bilateral talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German Chancellor Angela Merkel in New Delhi. 
The agreements were inked for cooperation in fields such as space, civil aviation, maritime technology, 
artificial intelligence, digital technology, medicine, defence, cyber security and education. 

• Prime Minister said the expertise of economic power houses like Germany could help in his government’s 
aim to build a “new India” by 2022. He invited Germany to also take advantage of opportunities in defence 
production in dedicated corridors in Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. Germany is India’s largest trading 
partner in Europe and more than 1,700 German companies operate in the country. Merkel said she was 
accompanied by a big German business delegation including small and medium enterprises (SMEs), who 
wanted to engage in business with India. 
 

• Bilateral relations between India and Germany are founded on common democratic principles and are 
marked by a high degree of trust and mutual respect. India was one of the first nations to recognise the 
young Federal Republic of Germany in 1951. Today, Germany is amongst India’s most important 
partners both bilaterally and in the global context. 
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Political relations 

• India was one of the first countries to establish diplomatic relations with the Federal Republic of Germany. 

• Today, India regards Germany as an important partner in its quest for a new political role in the region and 
the world for its ambitious economic reform programmes and for the development of the country’s industrial 
sector. 

• Cooperation takes place in areas such as energy, business, vocational training, culture and science, security 
and agriculture. 

• Germany and India share a common interest in maintaining the rules-based international order, particularly 
in the maritime domain. 

• The joint fight against global terrorism is becoming more and more important. 

• Cyber security is an area in which Germany and India frequently hold similar views. Tried and tested forms 
of cooperation have developed in the United Nations and other multilateral forums. 

• Due to its population size and its very rapid economic growth, India sees itself not only as a regional power 
but also increasingly as a global Player. 

Economic relations: 

• Germany is India’s most important trading partner in the EU. 

• Since India embarked on a course of reform and opened up its economy in 1991, the volume of trade 
between the two countries has increased rapidly. 

• There is strong Indian demand for German goods, especially capital goods (machinery,electrical engineering 
products, metal goods, chemical products, motor vehicles and vehicle parts). 

• Indian exports to Germany focus on the textile sector, followed by chemical products, electrical engineering 
products, metal and leather goods and foodstuffs. 

• There is a discussion in Germany’s parliament to expand their relations in Asia and not limit to China. 

Direct investment 

• For decades, Germany has been among the ten principal foreign direct investors in India. 

• In December 2018, German direct investment totalled 11.4 billion US dollars. 

• Investments have focused on the transport, electrical and metal sectors. 

• Over the past years, the service sector (in particular insurance) has headed the field 

Development cooperation 

• Germany’s development cooperation with India is a major component of bilateral relations. 

• India is a Global Development Partner, playing a key role in global development issues, the protection of 
global public goods, the attainment of sustainable development goals (SDG) as well as in international 
processes (G20, WTO Doha Round, climate negotiations, Habitat III). 

• India has the largest number of people worldwide living in absolute poverty. 

• Germany is the second largest bilateral donor, after Japan, and uses nearly all the instruments available in 
implementing its development cooperation policy. Bilateral development cooperation focuses on the 
following areas: 
o Energy: energy efficiency, renewables and access to energy to reduce poverty 
o Sustainable urban development: improving urban and industrial environmental protection and urban 

infrastructure, climate change adaptation and emissions reduction, improving living conditions for the 
poor Population 

o Environmental protection and the conservation of natural resources: strengthening climate change 
adaptation capacities and increasing productivity and income in rural areas 

o Supports the economic participation of women and the setting up of a practice-oriented (dual) 
vocational training system and provides stimulus for innovative approaches, e.g. in social policy or 
promoting start-ups. 

Education and culture 

• Around 20,000 Indian students are pursuing various courses in Germany. 

• Around 1000 German students are studying or doing internships in India. 
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• The Goethe-Institut has for years also cooperated with the national chain of schools operated by Kendriya 
Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS). 

• At the intergovernmental consultations in October 2015, a joint declaration of intent was signed to promote 
the teaching of German as a foreign language in India and instruction in modern Indian languages in 
Germany. 

Science and technology 

• Scientific and technological cooperation with India goes back to the late 1950s. 

• The countries enjoy long-established and intensive scientific cooperation in many different fields. 

• The German House of Research and Innovation (DWIH) was officially opened in New Delhi in October 2012. 

• Together with India, Germany supports a bilateral research promotion centre – a unique model for Germany. 

• The Indo-German Science and Technology Centre (IGSTC) in Gurgaon near New Delhi has been co-funded by 
Germany and India since 2008, each country initially contributing an annual sum of 2 million euros. 

• India has a major stake in several large research institutions in Germany. 

• Germany is India’s second most important research partner worldwide, after the United States. 

Environment 

• India faces huge challenges in terms of urban and industrial environmental protection. 

• The fight against air pollution, water protection, long-term, sustainable soil conservation, noise reduction 
and biodiversity preservation are crucial to safeguarding health and quality of life in the country. 

• India and Germany are working together bilaterally and in international organisations to achieve 
internationally agreed environmental goals and to learn from one another. 

• To meet these environmental and climate-related challenges, Germany is seeking to step up political 
dialogue with India. 

• Future priorities for cooperation in the area of environmental protection include the fight against marine 
waste, implementation of the Strategic Development Goals (SDGs) and National Determined Contributions 
(NDCs), forestry and renewables. 

Commonalities between the two Countries: 

• Both share common values and constitutional principles, and our relationship has always been based on 
great mutual respect and understanding. 

• Today, India is one of the biggest and fastest-growing economies, and Germany is the biggest economy in 
Europe. 

• Both are natural partners making a joint effort for prosperity, while ensuring that they safeguard the 
environment etc. 

• India is Germany’s biggest development partner with a proven track record of success. 

• Now, the areas of focus are renewable energy and energy efficiency, sustainable urban development, 
environment protection and resource management. 

Way Forward: 

• Germany is looking for skilled manpower from outside and India should take advantage of it. 

• We need to work towards further strengthening the bilateral relations between the two nations. 

• With increasing environmental degradation and adverse effects of global warming, we need to actively 
protect our habitat and cooperate closely on this matter internationally. 

• Both countries must work as equal partners to tackle global development challenges. 

• Germany has technological capacity to cater to the needs of the huge Indian market. 

• Germany must continue to create innovative solutions with India for the future, for the benefit of both of 
our societies and the world at large. 

Source:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMF08MmBN_M  
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2. MLA DISQUALIFICATION – SC VERDICT 

Introduction: 

• The Supreme Court has confirmed the disqualification of 17 Karnataka MLAs whose revolt triggered the 
collapse of the Janata Dal Secular-Congress government and the subsequent takeover by the BS Yediyurappa-
led BJP in the state. But the court has cancelled the former Karnataka Assembly Speaker K R Ramesh Kumar’s 
decision to bar the rebel MLAs from contesting polls till 2023. Bypolls to 15 out of 17 Karnataka assembly 
seats, which became vacant following the disqualification of the MLAs, are scheduled for December 5. 14 of 
these MLAs were from the Congress, and three from the JDS. After their disqualification the MLAs had filed 
petitions asking for the order to be quashed. 

SC’s Verdict: 

• The Supreme Court upheld the disqualification of the dissident legislators however it also held that 
their ouster does not put any bar upon them from contesting by-polls. 

• According to the Court, ‘neither under the Constitution nor under the statutory 
scheme (i.e, Representation of the People Act, 1951 or the Anti-Defection Law) it is mentioned that 
disqualification under the Tenth Schedule would lead to a bar for contesting re-elections.’ 

• The court also remarked that even the 91st Amendment Act, 2003 which did not allow a disqualified member 
to be appointed as a minister, did not give Speaker the power to put a ban upon them to contest elections 
till the end of the term. 

What is the anti-defection law? 

• The Tenth Schedule was inserted in the Constitution in 1985 by the 52nd Amendment Act. 

• It lays down the process by which legislators may be disqualified on grounds of defection by the Presiding 
Officer of a legislature based on a petition by any other member of the House. 

• The decision on question as to disqualification on ground of defection is referred to the Chairman or the 
Speaker of such House, and his decision is final. 

• The law applies to both Parliament and state assemblies. 

Features of anti defection law : 

• Disqualification 
o If a member of a house belonging to a political party: 

▪ Voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party, or 
▪ Votes, or does not vote in the legislature, contrary to the directions of his political 

party.  However, if the member has taken prior permission, or is condoned by the party 
within 15 days from such voting or abstention, the member shall not be disqualified. 

▪ If an independent candidate joins a political party after the election.  
▪ If a nominated member joins a party six months after he becomes a member of the 

legislature. 
o Power to Disqualify 

▪ The Chairman or the Speaker of the House takes the decision to disqualify a member. 
▪ If a complaint is received with respect to the defection of the Chairman or Speaker, a 

member of the  House elected by that House shall take the decision. 
o Exception  

▪ A person shall not be disqualified if his original political party merges with another, and: 
▪ He and other members of the old political party become members of the new 

political party, or 
▪ He and other members do not accept the merger and opt to function as a 

separate group. 
▪ This exception shall operate only if not less than two-thirds of the members of party in 

the House have agreed to the merger. 
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Court interpretations on anti defection law:- 

• The Tenth Schedule says the Speaker’s/Chairperson’s decision on questions of disqualification on ground of 
defection shall be final and can’t be questioned in courts. In Kihoto Hollohan vs Zachillhu and Others 
(1991), an SC Constitution Bench declared that the Speaker’s decision was subject to judicial review. 

• In 1996 – Once a member is expelled, he is treated as an ‘unattached’ member in the house. However, he 
continues to be a member of the old party as per the Tenth Schedule.  So if he joins a new party after being 
expelled, he can be said to have voluntarily given up membership of his old party. 

• The Speaker of a House does not have the power to review his own decisions to disqualify a candidate. 
Such power is not provided for under the Schedule, and is not implicit in the provisions either 

• If the Speaker fails to act on a complaint, or accepts claims of splits or mergers without making a finding, he 
fails to act as per the Tenth Schedule. The Court said that ignoring a petition for disqualification is not merely 
an irregularity but a violation of constitutional duties 

AIADMK MLA’s Disqualification Case: 

• Tamil Nadu speaker disqualifies 18 dissident MLAs. 

• Speaker expels MLAs under anti-defection law. 

• MLAs approached Madras high court seeking relief. 

• MLAs loyal to the rebel AIADMK leader TTV Dhinkaran. 

• 2 judge division bench delivers split verdict. 

AAP MLAs Disqualification Case: 

• EC issues show cause notice to 21 AAP MLAs 

• MLAs accused of holding offices of profit. 

• Congress move EC seeling disqualification of MLAs. 

• EC rejects pleas of AAP MLAs to drop ‘Office of Profit’ case. 

• MLAs move Delhi HC against EC’s order. 

• EC recommends to President of disqualification of MLAs. 

• President approves it. 

• MLAs move Delhi HC seeling quashing of decision. 

• HC reserves order on AAP MLA’s pleas. 
• HC quashes notification that had led to disqualification of MLAs 

Committee interpretations on anti defection law:- 

• Following demands that disqualification not be decided by speakers as they failed to be impartial, the 
Dinesh Goswami Committee and the Constitution Review Commission headed by Justice MN 
Venkatachaliah (2002) had recommended such a decision be made by the President or the Governor on 
the Election Commission’s advice, as in the case of disqualification on grounds of office of profit.  

• Dinesh Goswami Committee on electoral reforms (1990) 
o Disqualification should be limited to cases where (a) a member voluntarily gives up the 

membership of his political party, (b) a member abstains from voting, or votes contrary to the 
party whip in a motion of vote of confidence or motion of no-confidence.  .  

• Law Commission (170th Report, 1999) 
o Pre-poll electoral fronts should be treated as political parties under anti-defection law. 
o Political parties should limit issuance of whips to instances only when the government is in 

danger. 

Advantages of anti-defection law: 

• Provides stability to the government by preventing shifts of party allegiance. 
• Ensures that candidates remain loyal to the party as well the citizens voting for him. 
• Promotes party discipline. 
• Facilitates merger of political parties without attracting the provisions of Anti-defection 
• Expected to reduce corruption at the political level. 
• More concentration on governance is possible. 
• Provides for punitive measures against a member who defects from one party to another. 
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Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sTk_tEwHKUc   

3. INDIA’S ACT EAST POLICY 

Introduction: 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi, said India will consider whether its concerns and interests in trade in goods, 
services, and investments are being fully accommodated when he attends the meeting of the RCEP there. 
PM Modi is in Bangkok to participate in the 16th ASEAN-India Summit on November 3. He will also attend 
the 14th East Asia Summit and the 3rd Summit meeting of nations negotiating a Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP) agreement on November 4. In his departure statement, Prime Minister said 
ASEAN related Summits are key elements of India’s foreign policy, most notably our Act East Policy. 
Highlighting the importance of East Asia Summit, Prime Minister said it gives an opportunity to present our 
vision for the Indo-Pacific region. The Prime Minister added that during the visit, he will also hold bilateral 
meetings with a number of other world leaders present in the Thai capital for related summit meetings. 

Look East policy: 

• India’s Look East policy is an effort to cultivate extensive economic and strategic relations with the nations 
of Southeast Asia to bolster its standing as a regional power and a counterweight to the strategic influence 
of the People’s Republic of China. 

• Initiated in 1991, it marked a strategic shift in India’s perspective of the world. 

• It was developed and enacted during the government of Prime Minister Narsimha Rao and rigorously 
pursued by the successive administrations of Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh. 

• The success of Look East policy enthused the Mandarins of South-Block to develop the policy into more action 
oriented, project and outcome based policy. 

• After a couple of decades, India’s Act-East Policy, which was announced in 2014 by the Prime minister 
Narendra Modi’s administration, became a successor to the Look-East Policy 

Act East policy: 

• India’s Act East Policy focusses on the extended neighbourhood in the Asia-Pacific region. 

• The policy which was originally conceived as an economic initiative, has gained political, strategic and cultural 
dimensions including establishment of institutional mechanisms for dialogue and cooperation. 

• Act East Policy has placed emphasis on India-ASEAN cooperation in our domestic agenda on infrastructure, 
manufacturing, trade, skills, urban renewal, smart cities, Make in India and other initiatives. 

• Connectivity projects, cooperation in space, S&T and people-to-people exchanges could become a 
springboard for regional integration and prosperity. 

• The Objective of ”Act East Policy” is to promote economic cooperation, cultural ties and develop strategic 
relationship with countries in the Asia-Pacific region through continuous engagement at bilateral, regional 
and multilateral levels thereby providing enhanced connectivity to the States of North Eastern Region 
including Arunanchal Pradesh with other countries in our neighbourhood. 

• The North East of India has been a priority in our Act East Policy (AEP). 

• AEP provides an interface between North East India including the state of Arunachal Pradesh and the ASEAN 
region. 

• Various plans at bilateral and regional levels include steady efforts to develop and strengthen connectivity 
of Northeast with the ASEAN region through trade, culture, people-to-people contacts and physical 
infrastructure (road, airport, telecommunication, power, etc.). Some of the major projects include Kaladan 
Multi-modal Transit Transport Project, the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway Project, Rhi-Tiddim 
Road Project, Border Haats, etc. 

Strategic angle of act east policy:- 

• Indo pacific :- 
o For India, the centrality of ASEAN and Southeast Asia is essential for peace and prosperity of the 

Indo-Pacific region. Its engagement with the 10-nation bloc is at the core of New Delhi’s strategic 
perspective for the region and its ‘Act East’ policy. 
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o Widening the security cooperation under the proposed quadrilateral coalition, officials of India, 
the US, Japan and Australia had held extensive talks on the sidelines of the ASEAN summitin 
Manila for pursuing common interests in the strategically important Indo-Pacific region. 

• China factor:- 
o China’s aggressive posturing in the South China Sea and growing influence in the Indian Ocean 

region, India’s focus on act east policy is necessity. 
• Maritime goals:- 

o India and the ASEAN countries are maritime nations, and their goal is to evolve a regional 
architecture based on the twin principles of shared security, and shared prosperity. 

o Both India and ASEAN share a common vision for global commerce and the maritime domain. 
• Both the parties working closely with the regional bloc in a range of activities like developing a blue 

economy, coastal surveillance, building off-shore patrolling capabilities, hydrographic services, and 
information sharing for increased maritime domain awareness. 

• ASEAN:- 
o Both India and ASEAN have a common vision for the future, built on commitment to inclusion and 

integration, belief in sovereign equality of all nations irrespective of size, and support for free and 
open pathways of commerce and engagement. 

o Along the way, from dialogue partners, ASEAN and India have become strategic partners. 
o Both have broad-based partnership through 30 mechanisms. Partnership in ASEAN-led 

institutions like the East Asia Summit, ADMM+ (ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting-Plus) and ARF 
(ASEAN Regional Forum) is advancing peace and stability in the region. 

o Range of key issues including effectively tackling threat of terrorism, boosting maritime security 
cooperation and enhancing connectivity were the other areas of deliberations at the India-ASEAN 
commemorative summit . 

o For Asean, India not only offers a huge domestic market with growing aspirational middle 
class but also a growing working population which is not the case with other economies such as 
Korea, Japan or China where the working population is on the decline. 

o Focusing on trade in services with Asean will give India an opportunity to use its competitive 
strength to become a services export hub to the Asean region. 

o Further, being a part of the AEC (Asean Economic Community), RCEP and having strong relations 
with Asean through the existing FTA will not only facilitate further economic reforms in India but 
also assist the country in establishing itself as a growing economic power in Asia. 

• Indonesia:- 
o Indonesia remains a key player within Southeast Asia for several reasons. Most clearly, Indonesia 

will be essential in extending India’s maritime outreach. It has a total of maritime areas of 
6,400,000 square kilometers, including its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). 

o The distance from India’s Andaman Islands to Indonesia’s Aceh province is barely 80 nautical 
miles, underscoring the importance to both India and Indonesia of the importance of enhanced 
maritime cooperation for the continuing peace, stability and economic prosperity of the Indo-
Pacific region. 

o The two navies have partnered in naval exercises for several years now with naval ships patrolling 
between the Andaman Sea and Malacca Straits.  

o Both countries emphasise also the importance of rule of law, in particular the 1982 UN 
Convention on the Law of Sea (UNCLOS) 

o Indonesia has also shown some interest in joining the Bay of Bengal initiative, which appears 
sensible both from an economic and security perspective. 

o India has also shown interest in joining the Malacca Straits Patrol (MSP), a four-nation 
arrangement between Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, and Thailand for exchange of intelligence, 
and coordinated air and sea patrol through the Malacca Straits. 

• Vietnam has extended an Indian oil concession in the South China Sea to India. 
• Singapore:- 

o Singapore is a window to the heritage of India’s ties to the region, the progress of the present 
and the potential of the future. Singapore was a bridge between India and ASEAN. 
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• RCEP:- 
o India is also interested in the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership agreement, seeking 

a comprehensive, balanced and fair agreement for all 16 participants. 
• Myanmar and Thailand: 

o Stronger relations between India and Myanmar have also helped to quell insurgency and 
extremism in the north-eastern states of India. Peace, stability and security of north-east India 
will be further preserved and promoted with more robust ties and understanding with Myanmar 

o Connectivity projects, viz., the Trilateral Highway between north-east India and Myanmar and 
onwards to Thailand (and Laos and Vietnam) as well as the Kaladan multi-modal transit and 
transport project, have been under implementation for several years 

Challenges: 

• India has a trade deficit with all RCEP countries which is around 107B$. 

• RCEP has not addressed India’s needs in services, skilled labour mobility. 

• Our past experiences in 17 FTA’s countries shows that we are not able to take full advantage of it. 

• We have not taken any major measures since early 1990’s. 

• China is surrounding India by building ports. 

Way forward: 

• Success of Act East policy will also define the difference we are able to make to the life and commerce of 
our people in the north-east because there the connectivity becomes extremely important. 

• We are already doing that but more needs to be done in collaborating with countries in South China Sea. 

• India must continue to focus on further strengthening collaboration with ASEAN nations and others. 

• India’s bureaucratic shift is an important move to articulate its regional policy more cogently, coherently and 
with a renewed sense of purpose. 

• Partners must work to promote economic revival, seek strategic cooperation to fight terrorism, and 
enhance maritime security and defense cooperation. 

• Soft power such as Buddhism, tourism, people-to-people contacts, and cultural ties with the region must 
continue to be harnessed. 

• Beyond, but linked to ASEAN, India must further strengthen strategic and economic ties with the U.S., 
Japan, Korea, Australia, and also with China. 

• Important sectors like technology transfer, civilian nuclear cooperation, defence, and innovation should be 
given priority 

• Continuous engagement with China too is necessary to expand cooperation, particularly on the economic 
front. 

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWHZ5BT1Oec  

4. BRICS: FOCUS ON TERRORISM 

Introduction: 

• BRICS member states have urged for concerted efforts to fight terrorism in accordance with the 
international law. The declaration at the end of the 11th BRICS summit stressed on the need to tackle the 
misuse of information and communication technologies for terrorist activities and combating illicit 
financial laws. Speaking at the plenary session of the summit Prime Minister Narendra Modi said terrorism 
has caused loss of approximately 1 trillion dollars to the world economy and 2.25 lakh people have lost 
their life due to terror acts in over a decade. 
 

• India participated in a recently held 11th BRICS Summit 2019, where a total of 5 countries took part to discuss 
various factors that will affect the world economy. BRICS is an acronym for the grouping of the world’s 
leading emerging economies, namely Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa. BRICS officially came into 
existence in the year 2010. BRICS comprises 42.58% of the world’s population, has 50% of the global 
economic growth, around 17% of the world trade and 13.24 of the World Bank voting power 
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11th BRICS Summit: 

• The 11th BRICS Summit convened in Brasília, Brazil. The 2019 Brazilian Presidency focused on the theme, 
‘BRICS: Economic Growth for an Innovative Future’. 

• The BRICS countries, Brazil, the Russian Federation, India, China and South Africa, convene for a BRICS 
Leaders’ Summit annually. 

• Discussions focus on spheres of political and socioeconomic coordination, in which member countries have 
identified business opportunities, economic complementarities and areas of cooperation. 

• The new areas of BRICS cooperation spearheaded by Brazil, are: strengthening of cooperation on science, 
technology and innovation; enhancement of cooperation on digital economy; invigoration of cooperation on 
the fight against transnational crime, especially against organized crime, money laundering and drug 
trafficking; and encouragement to the rapprochement between the New Development Bank (NDB) and the 
BRICS Business Council. 

India’s stand in the BRICS Summit 2019 

• India put forward the concern of increasing terrorism in the world. 

• As per PM Modi’s speech in the summit, the menacing threat of terrorism has caused the world economy of 
huge value of $1 trillion. 

• He proposed various steps that are needed to be taken in to account in order to overcome this loss. 

• India invited the leaders of the participating countries to invest in India’s infrastructure development which 
will eventually help in increasing the trade participation of India. 

• India also proposed to hold the first meeting of BRICS Water Ministers in India. 

Terrorism and analysis: 

• A key focus of the BRICS summit this year will be on cooperation on countering terrorism. 

• The five countries will aim to “build mechanisms for counter-terrorism cooperation within the BRICS 
framework.” 

• The year the BRICS joint working group on counter-terrorism has decided to constitute five sub working 
groups on counterterrorism in the areas of terrorist financing, use of Internet for terrorist purposes, 
countering radicalization, issue of foreign terrorist fighters and capacity-building. 

• India is expected to be named the chair of the subgroup on use of internet for terrorist purposes. 

• The Summit will be an opportunity for India to lay the groundwork for hosting the 2021 Summit scheduled 
in India. 

• Asserting that terrorism and organised crimes harm trade and businesses, Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Friday expressed hope that efforts by BRICS member countries will give a thrust to security cooperation 
against the menaces. 

• “The atmosphere of doubt created by terrorism, terror financing, drug trafficking and organised crime harms 
trade and businesses. I am happy that the first seminar on BRICS Strategies for Countering Terrorism was 
organised. We hope that such efforts and activities of five sub-working groups will increase strong BRICS 
security cooperation against terrorism and other organised crimes,” he said while addressing the plenary 
session of the BRICS summit here. 

• The Prime Minister said that 2.25 lakh people have lost their lives due to terrorism in the last 10 years. 

• “According to estimates, there has been a loss of USD 1 trillion economy. This has also reduced the economic 
growth of developing countries by 1.5 per cent,” he noted. 

• Ban on all groups regardless of country of operation, cut off access to funds and safe havens. 

• Prosecution of all groups including cross border groups. 

• Amending domestic laws to make cross-border terror an extraditable offence. 

• There was no change in the five countries most impacted by terrorism, which include Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Nigeria, Syria and Pakistan. All of these countries have been ranked in the worst five every year since 2013. 

• There are numerous possible reasons for this difference. Countries in conflict have a greater availability of 
more military-grade small arms and bomb-making capabilities. 

• Countries that are not in conflict tend to be more economically-developed and spend more on intelligence 
gathering, policing and counterterrorism. 

• The world community must address contradictions in the War on Terror. For 20 years, the world has failed 
to agree on a common definition of terrorism at the United Nations. 
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• Unless the world is truly united on the issue and resolves such contradictions, the global War on Terror will 
only be as strong as its weakest link. 

• The success or failure of each of these approaches must be studied before deciding their applicability 
elsewhere. 

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vc2OL5KQg7g  
 

ENVIRONMENT 

1. THE ODD EVEN DEBATE 

Introduction: 

• Its that time of the year again when the pollution level in the air quality index goes up to dangerous mark in 
the national capital and the ODD EVEN scheme is all set to make a return for the third time from 4th to 15th 
November. While various studies give conflicting reports about the success of previous editions of the odd 
even scheme in combating air pollution , Delhi Govt is finalising new guidelines for this edition. State 
transport department has suggested giving exemption to women drivers and two wheelers but the private 
CNG vehicles will come under the purview of odd even traffic rationing scheme. 

Odd-even vehicle rule: 

• Private vehicles will be allowed to run across the city based on their registration numbers. 

• For example, if a vehicle’s registration number ends with an odd digit, it will be allowed on the road on 
January 1, while that ending with an even number can be driven on the second, and so on. 

Is it enough: 

• Experts say the efficacy of the scheme would depend much on the availability of public transport. If public 
transport is robust, the government would be in a position to include all vehicles in the scheme, including 
more than 60 lakh two-wheelers that contribute heavily to the city’s pollution. 

A short-term panacea 

• In this way, the ‘‘odd-even” rule in Delhi during November is axiomatically justified as an emergency response 
to temporarily address the problem. 

• When imposed for the first time in January 2016, congestion declined, the average speed of plying In Delhi 
increased, and consumer choice shifted to public trans¬ports. 

• Impact assessment studies, however. reveal variable results. 

• A study conducted by the University of Chicago, finds that the scheme of January’ 2016 helped in the 
reduction of particulate concentrations by 14-16 per cent, while another study by IIT and IIM finds impacts 
of 2-3 per cent decline in overall pollution levels. 

• In a F.PW paper published on September 7, HM Lucknow researchers point out the biggest lacuna. 

• They demonstrate while the scheme was introduced for private vehicles and two- wheelers. 

• The sensitivity of pollution levels are Car higher for commercial vehicles. 

• This indicates that restrictions on commercial vehicles will have more of an impact on pollution than private 
vehicles and two-wheelers do. 

• Therefore, the “odd-even” rule will not solve the problem entirely. It can only touch the tip or the iceberg. 

• This rule needs to be viewed as a policy-driven demand-management phenomenon with temporary 
applications, and needs to be complemented by various other measures to address the problem holistically. 

Reasons for Delhi’s air pollution: 

• The extreme use of crackers during the celebrations has raised the level of pollution in the city. 

• The dip in temperature is causing an increasing incidence of upper respiratory tract infections and cases of 
viral fever, cough and cold. 

• The difference of temperature (day and night) affects the immune system and results in infections as a 
person’s body does not get a chance to acclimatise to the sudden fall and rise in temperature. 

• About 60 to 80 per cent of ozone concentration in Delhi was also attributed to sources outside the city. 
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• Stubble crop burning in this season is a major contributor to air pollution apart from road dust, industrial 
sources and vehicular emissions. NASA pictures have shown problems of stubble burning. 

• With the onset of winter season, Delhi faces a critical phase of pollution due to meteorological conditions 
like wind pattern and low temperature, which aggravates pollution level especially concentration of 
particulate 

• Delhi has the highest vehicle density in the country, and every year about 1,400 cars are added to the city’s 
roads. 

• Domestic sources—people still burn coal, kerosene, cow dung and other dirty biomass fuels that the 
government cannot easily regulate. 

• Particulate matter air pollution is generally worse in the winter during the “inversion” when cooler air 
temperatures trap smog closer to the ground. 

• Harmful components including lead, zinc and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons were found to be present in 
very high concentrations during winter season. 

• The quantitative analysis shows that sources for particulate matter include soil, road dust and tailpipe 
emissions from vehicles. 

• In winter, when a lot of people use wood and other substances for heating, lower temperatures, 
accompanied with little or no wind, can lead to a build-up of pollutants in the atmosphere. 

• Adverse metrological factors like slow wind speed and moisture in the air, a major hindrance in the dispersion 
of suspended pollutants. 

• The number of vehicles on the roads is increasing every day, but the space is the same. With lower speed, 
engine efficiency reduces and emission levels increase 

Concerns: 

• Two wheelers are exempted but they are one of the biggest culprits because they are 70% of the total 
vehicles. 

• This has a devastating effect on our children’s development and health. 

• It defeats the purpose of Odd Even if CNG vehicles are not exempted. 

• Passenger cars which are under Odd Even constitute only 10-15% of the total vehicles. 

• Even those with strong immunity will get affected if the intake of this air is for a prolonged period. 

• Masks available in the market may not be enough to keep pollutants from getting into lungs. 

• The state pollution control board faces institutional, technical, and manpower constraints. 

• Delhi has 15 air pollution monitoring stations manned by the CPCB, of which only 10 are functional. In 
comparison, Beijing has 35 and London 100. 

• The value of work time lost due to illness by the patient or the caregiver. 

• Even though farmers are aware that the burning of straw is harmful to health, they do not have alternatives 
for utilising them effectively. 

• The WHO says that breathing Delhi air for a day is equal to smoking 20 cigarettes. 

• As per estimates, air pollution is costing India around three per cent of the GDP in terms of health costs. 

Way Forward: 

• Promote public transport to cover underserved areas, encourage carpooling and cycles, incentivize motor 
vehicles running on CNG etc. 

• Create awareness. 

• Illegal burning of waste should be stopped. 

• MSW collection and disposal should be stopped. 

• Preventive measures like hike in parking fees and slashing of metro fares. 

• Need for implementing long-term measures as the use of nasal filters or air purifiers can provide short-term 
relief only. 

• In use vehicle emission control because PUC system is not upto mark and we need integrated approach. 

• We also need to look at the content of pollution. 

• Whole NCR should be seen as 1 unit for planning. 

• Residents must avoid stepping out or doing outdoor activities during the early morning and evening hours. 

• Doctors must address school children about air pollution and its hazards. 
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• CPCB should direct local bodies to check open burning of solid waste and strictly enforece rules related to 
prevention of emission from construction activities. 

• Mechanical sweeping with water wash and vacuum-assisted sweeping of roads to reduce road dust emission. 

• There is great potential for making investments in paddy straw-based power plants which can help avoid 
stubble burning and create employment opportunities. 

• The efforts of the MoEFCC, ministry of power, MNRE, MoRTH, MoHUA, MOHFW and a variety of non-
governmental partners must come together for dealing with air pollution. 

• There must be political will for political parties and governments to firstly acknowledge the scale of this 
health emergency and then work together. 

• To regulate automobiles — stringent measures are needed. For example, Singapore has decided to stop 
registration of all new vehicles. 

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kC2sI8ICKs  

2. AVALANCHE 

Introduction: 

• In the Kargil district, the Indian Army has another big adversary besides Pakistan . These are avalanches. Over 
1,000 Indian soldiers, including over 35 officers, have lost their lives in the Siachen Glacier-Saltoro Ridge 
region since April 1984.On Monday, four soldiers died after being trapped in snow for hours after an 
avalanche hit Army positions in northern Siachen Glacier. Two porters also died. The soldiers were a part of 
a patrolling group of eight. At a height of around 20,000 ft in the Karakoram range. The Siachen Glacier is 
known as the highest militarised zone in the world where the soldiers have to battle frostbite and high 
winds. Avalanches and landslides are common on the glacier during the winters and temperatures can 
drop to as low as minus 60 degree Celsius. 
 

• Avalanche, a mass of material moving rapidly down a slope. 

• An avalanche is typically triggered when material on a slope breaks loose from its surroundings; this material 
then quickly collects and carries additional material down the slope. 

• There are various kinds of avalanches, including rock avalanches (which consist of large segments of 
shattered rock), ice avalanches (which typically occur in the vicinity of a glacier), and debris 
avalanches (which contain a variety of unconsolidated materials, such as loose stones and soil). 

• The size of a avalanche can range from a small shifting of loose snow to the displacement of enormous slabs 
of snow. 

• In a slab avalanche, the mass of descending snow may reach a speed of 130 km (80 miles) per hour and is 
capable of destroying forests and small villages in its path. 

• Avalanches kill about 150 people a year in North America and Europe. Most of those killed are backcountry 
skiers, climbers, snowshoers, and snowmobilers who accidentally trigger an avalanche and become buried 
in the snow. 

• Avalanches also have been triggered intentionally in warfare to kill enemy troops. 

• In World War I, during fighting in the Alps on the Austrian-Italian front in December 1916, more than 10,000 
troops were killed in a single day by avalanches triggered by artillery fired onto slopes of unstable snow. 

• Features of avalanches: 

• Avalanches contain three main features: the starting zone, the avalanche track, and the runout 
zone. Avalanches launch from the starting zone. That’s often the most unstable part of the stope, and 
generally higher on the mountain. 

• Once the avalanche starts to slide, it continues down the avalanche track, the natural path it follows downhill. 
After avalanches, large clearings or missing chutes of trees provide clues to an avalanche’s trajectory. 

• The avalanche finally comes to a stop at the bottom of a slope, in the runout zone, where the snow and 
debris pile up. 
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Factors responsible for the Avalanche: 

1. Heavy Snowfall 

• When a high rate of snowfall occurred leading to the snow accumulation on the mountain slopes triggered 
the weaker layer of snow in the snowpack of unstable areas of the mountain causes Avalanche. 

2. Wind Direction 

• The direction of the wind determines the patterns of the snowfall as well snow accumulation on the 
mountain slopes. If the strong wind blows, then the upward direction of the winds might trigger the steep 
slope which causes an avalanche. 

3. Layering of Snow 

• The gradual snowfall creates layer by layer accumulation of snow that hypersensitive the snowpack. If 
something catastrophic events happen then these layers of snow falls down that leads to avalanche. 

4. Steeper Slopes 

• An avalanche is also caused by the influence of gravity. If gradual snowfalls accumulated on the slopes of the 
mountain then it prone to rush downs the slopes at greater speeds. 

5. Higher Temperatures 

• Temperature is one of the important factors for the avalanche because of high temperature the surface layer 
of the snowpack gets melted. The accumulated snow will become highly susceptible to sliding down. 

6. Earthquakes 

• It is one of the important factors that triggered the layer of accumulated snowpack because earthquakes 
generate seismic waves that cause the ground to vibrate. 

7. Movements or Vibrations Produced By Machines and Explosives 

• As we know that the population increasing day by day, which requires development activities to meet the 
population requirement. During the developmental activities, the terrain vehicles in regions with unstable 
layers of snow can dislodge the layers from the surface and cause them to slide down under gravity. 

8. Deforestation 

• Deforestation, clearance, or clearing is the removal of a forest or stand of trees where the land is thereafter 
converted to a non-forest use. Trees and plants always protect land against natural disasters like floods, tidal 
waves, strong winds, and also avalanche. Hence, a developmental activity for economic gains makes the 
mountain region an avalanche-prone area more susceptible to deadlier avalanches. 

9. Winter Sports Activities 

• Above all the factors, this factor will act like the last nail to triggered steep slopes or loose snowpack by skiers 
or other winter sports activities. 

Prediction and protective measures: 

• In order to reduce fatalities and to protect villages and roads, people attempt to predict and prevent 
avalanches. 

• Accurate avalanche prediction requires an experienced avalanche forecaster who often works both in the 
field to gather snowpack information and in the office with sophisticated tools such as remotely accessed 
weather data, detailed historical weather and avalanche databases, weather models, and avalanche-
forecasting models. 

• Avalanche detention wall. 

• Avalanche forecasters combine their historical knowledge of past conditions with their knowledge of the 
affected terrain, current weather, and current snowpack conditions to predict when and where avalanches 
are most likely to occur. 

• Avalanche mitigation wall. 
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• Such forecasting work typically takes place along mountain highways, adjacent to potentially affected 
villages, at ski areas, and in terrain heavily used for backcountry skiing and snowmobiling. 

• In addition to predicting avalanches, people employ a variety of techniques to reduce avalanche danger. 
Explosives are used to trigger avalanches on potentially unstable slopes so that the avalanches will occur 
when people are not endangered. 

• Such avalanche control is particularly effective for ski areas and highway corridors. 

• In some areas prone to avalanches, particularly near villages and fixed structures, devices such as avalanche 
rakes (large reinforced fencing) are used on slopes to hold snow in place, and diversion structures such as 
dams or wedges are used at the base of the slope to stop, split, or deflect the snow in an avalanche. 

• Though expensive, these defensive measures are common throughout the Alps, where numerous villages 
are found in areas known for dangerous avalanches. 

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uzDr6deemfk  
 

SECURITY ISSUES 

1. NAGA TALKS- ISSUES & WAY FORWARD 

Introduction: 

• With the round of peace, the Nagaland and Manipur governments have taken steps to meet any eventuality 
and have put their respective police forces on “high alert”. Officials said in Kohima the Nagaland government 
has directed all deputy commissioners of the districts and administrative officers to remain in their place of 
posting and within their jurisdiction till further orders. In neighbouring Manipur, where Nagas have a sizeable 
presence, security forces in the state have been put on high alert and a large number of security forces, 
including women personnel have been deployed at important areas to thwart any “unwanted activities”. The 
crucial round of to find a lasting solution to the seven-decade-old Naga insurgency problem has remained 
inconclusive. Naga tribal organizations, civil societies and political groups have been saying that any 
agreement on the Naga issue should be “inclusive, honourable and acceptable to all sections of the 
people”. 

Who are the Nagas and what is the issue? 

• In ethnically rich north-east India, the Nagas are a community that comprise several hundred tribes. This 
community lives across the Naga hills spanning present day Indian state of Nagaland, certain areas of 
Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh and Assam, along with the Naga hill areas of Myanmar. 

• One of the key demands of this long-standing dispute with the Government of India is the formation of the 
autonomous region of Greater Nagalim, which would include all these areas. 

• The Naga hills became part of British India in 1881 after the ‘annexation’ of Assam in 1826. This led to the 
unification of Naga tribes to form the Naga Club in 1918. 

• The Club formed its political unit, the Naga National Council (NNC), in 1946, thus beginning the fight for 
freedom from foreign rule. 

• On August 14, 1947, the NNC, under the leadership of Angami Zapu Phizo (called the Father of the Nagas), 
declared Nagaland an independent state. Following an alleged referendum in the state that supported a 
“sovereign Nagaland”, Phizo formed the Naga Federal Government (NFG) and the Naga Federal Army (NFA) 
in 1952 that sparked the scuffle with the government. 

• There are multi stakeholders and they all are not restricted to Ngaland alone. 

• Aspirations of Naga people are not uniform. 

• Issue of demand for separate flag and constitution. 

The Timeline of Naga Peace Accord: 

• AUG 1947: Naga National Council led by Angami Zapu Phizo revolts, NNC subsequently resolves to establish 
a sovereign Naga state 

• MAY 1951: After ‘referendum’ NNC claims 99% of Naga people support independence. NNC boycotts first 
general election of 1952, launches violent secessionist movement 

• MAR 22, 1956: Phizo creates underground Naga Federal Government (NFG) and a Naga Federal Army (NFA) 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/adjacent
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uzDr6deemfk


 

www.insightsonindia.com  96 InsightsIAS 

• APR 1956: New Delhi sends Army to crush insurgency in the (then) Naga Hills District of Assam; Phizo escapes 
to (then) East Pakistan in December and, subsequently, in June 1960, to London 

• 1958: Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act enacted for Naga Hills District 

• DEC 1, 1963: Nagaland attains statehood 

• 1964: Peace Mission of Jai Prakash Narayan, B P Chaliha and Rev. Michael Scott to Nagaland, an Agreement 
for Suspension of Operation is signed with insurgents 

• NOV 11, 1975: Shillong Accord signed between Centre and NNC 

• 1980: Thuingaleng Muivah, Isak Chisi Swu, S S Khaplang form NSCN 

• 1988: NSCN splits, Khole Konyak and Khaplang form NSCN (K) 

• JUNE 15, 1995:P V Narasimha Rao meets Muivah and Isak in Paris 

• FEB 3, 1997: Deve Gowda meets NSCN (IM) leadership in Zurich 

• JULY 25, 1997: India and NSCN (IM) sign ceasefire agreement, which comes into effect on Aug 1 

• SEP 30, 1998: Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Brajesh Mishra meet NSCN (IM) leaders in Paris 

• JAN 9-11, 2003: Muivah and Isak hold talks with Vajpayee and Advani in Delhi 

• DEC 7, 2004: NSCN (IM) leaders meet Manmohan Singh 

• JULY 31, 2007: Ceasefire between NSCN (IM) and Government of India extended indefinitely 

What is the demand? 

• A “Greater Nagalim” comprising “all contiguous Naga-inhabited areas”, along with Nagaland. That included 
several districts of Assam, Arunachal and Manipur, as also a large tract of Myanmar. 

• The map of “Greater Nagalim” has about 1,20,000 sq km, while the state of Nagaland consists of 16,527 sq 
km. The claims have always kept Assam, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh wary of a peace settlement that 
might affect their territories. 

• The Nagaland Assembly has endorsed the ‘Greater Nagalim’ demand — “Integration of all Naga-inhabited 
contiguous areas under one administrative umbrella” — as many as five times: in December 1964, August 
1970, September 1994, December 2003 and as recently as on July 27, 2015. 

Key components of NAGA ACCORD:- 

• NSCN – IM has been derecognized as a militant organization and talks have been initiated with the 
government  

• GOI is open to discuss the Naga territorial issue within the existing boundaries of the neighboring states of 
Manipur, Assasm etc which are being claimed as part of Greater Nagalism. 

• Key issues that have been put under consideration includes AFSPA, demographic changes due to cross border 
migrations and other tribals like Meitei who are diluting the local populations in the Naga areas. 

How did the Naga issue turn violent? 

• Following the self-determination of Naga tribes, the Centre viewed the NFG and the NFA as a threat to 
democracy and the unity of India, so much so that it sent in the army to crush the rising emergency. 

• In 1958, it enacted the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, giving the army judicial impunity in matters of 
internal security. 

• The army’s control over the state petered out by the 1970s as the NNC and NFG agreed to give up arms by 
signing the Shillong Accord with the Government of India. 

• However, the insurgency returned with raging intensity with the formation of the NNC breakaway faction, 
the NSCN, in 1980. Three key members – Thuingaleng Muivah, Isak Chishi Swu, and SS Khaplang – left the 
NNC to form the National Socialist Council of Nagaland. 

• A hundred and forty members of the NSCN under the leadership of Thuingaleng Muivah refused the Shillong 
Accord, leading to a decade on violence in the Northeast. 

How do other north-east states view the Naga demand? 

• While the Naga rebel outfits have successfully been able to get the Centre to the table for talks, neighbouring 
states are wary of the impact of the peace talks. This makes the Naga issue a tricky space for a lasting solution. 

• Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur are sceptical about the demand for creation of Greater Nagalim 
because it could lead to the redrawing of their boundaries. 

• The final outcome may affect the states in terms of trade and commerce, as well as cultural and ethnic unity. 
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• In a petition, Manipur has voiced protest against the dilution of the state’s territorial integrity. 

• Similarly, Arunachal Pradesh has also raised similar concerns, with the All Arunachal Pradesh Students’ Union 
(AAPSU) demanding that the Pema Khandu government in the state should take a stand on the matter. 

Way Forward to resolve the issue: 

• All concerned stakeholders should be brought together and proper solution needs to be worked upon. 

• It should be win win situation to both sides. 

• Today, the Naga youths are somewhat more eager to solve this long issue. 

• The history of Indo-Naga conflict shows that various past agreements have broken down due to different 
interpretations of the provisions by the parties at their convenience. 

• Nagas are culturally heterogeneous groups of different communities/tribes having a different set of 
problems from mainstream population. 

• In order to achieve the long-lasting solution, their cultural, historical and territorial extent must be taken 
into consideration. 

• Need to create a body which will handle all Naga’s interest beyond boundaries. 

• Therefore, any arrangement to be worked out should lead to social and political harmony, economic 
prosperity and protection of the life and property of all tribes and citizens of the states. 

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6A0qDCypxM  

2. FIGHTING STATE SPONSORED TERROR 

Introduction: 

• National Security Advisor Ajit Doval has come down heavily on Pakistan for providing safe haven for 
terrorists and using terrorism as an instrument of state policy. Addressing the national conference of chiefs 
of Anti terrorism Squad and STF, the NSA also said that to fight terrorism one should recognise as to who are 
the terrorists, which countries are supporting them and how they are being funded. Meanwhile the crucial 
meeting of the global anti money laundering watchdog FATF has begun in Paris during which a final decision 
will be taken on Pakistan’s grey list status. Pakistan has fared poorly in the recently released report of FATF’s 
Asia Pacific Group on terror funding. 

Pakistan and state-sponsored terrorism 

• Pakistan has been accused by neighbouring countries India, Afghanistan and Iran and other nations, such as 
the United States the United Kingdom, and France of involvement in terrorist activities in the region and 
beyond. 

• Money is transferred to terror organization via Pakistan army. 

• Pakistan’s tribal region along its border with Afghanistan has been described as a safe haven for terrorists by 
western media and the United States Defense Secretary. According to an analysis published, Pakistan was, 
“with the possible exception of Iran, perhaps the world’s most active sponsor of terrorist groups… aiding 
these groups that pose a direct threat to the United States. 

• Pakistan’s active participation has caused thousands of deaths in the region; all these years Pakistan has been 
supportive to several terrorist groups despite several stern warnings from the international community 

• The government of Pakistan has been accused of aiding terrorist organisations operating on their soil who 
have attacked neighbouring India. 

• Pakistan denies all allegations, stating that these acts are committed by non-state actors 

• Former Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf has admitted that Pakistan supported and trained terrorist 
groups like Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) in 1990s to carry out militancy in Kashmir From 1979 Pakistan was in favour 
of religious militancy 

• Many organizations change names and set up other organization to frame that Pakistan is looking into it. 
 

• Pakistan is widely believed to be engaged in State Sponsored Terrorism against India. According to the US, 
Iran remains the most active state sponsor of terrorism. US claims that Iran provides Hezbollah and 
Palestinian terrorist groups with extensive funding, training, and weapons. Iranian control over Hezbollah is 
particularly direct and is exercised through various individuals and institutions.  
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The importance of combating terrorist financing: 

• Terrorists need money and other assets, for weapons but also training, travel and accommodation to plan 
and execute their attacks and develop as an organisation. 

• Disrupting and preventing these terrorism-related financial flows and transactions is one of the most 
effective ways to fight terrorism. 

• Not only can it prevent future attacks by disrupting their material support, the footprints of their purchases, 
withdrawals and other financial transactions can provide valuable information for ongoing investigations. 

• Countering terrorism financing is therefore an essential part of the global fight against terror threat. 

• As terrorists and terrorist groups continue to raise money with use of various means, countries must make 
it a priority to understand the risks they face from terrorist financing and develop policy responses to all 
aspects of it. 

 

• Terrorists require money to operate. Without funding, they cannot purchase weapons, equipment, supplies, 
or services. The source of terrorist funds may be licit or illicit, and funding often takes the form of multiple 
small donations, rather than one large sum of money. Terrorist groups may be directly or indirectly linked to 
organized criminal groups and may engage in criminal activities, including drugs or arms trafficking, extortion, 
and kidnapping for ransom. Terrorism financing is a global phenomenon that not only threatens Member 
States’ security, but can also undermine economic development and financial market stability. It is therefore 
of paramount importance to stem the flow of funds to terrorists. 

• In order to tackle terrorism financing effectively, it is essential that Member States cooperate regionally and 
internationally, including through the exchange of operational information by relevant entities, especially 
national financial intelligence units (FIUs). It is also essential that investigation of terrorism cases at the 
national level include the terrorist-financing element. 

• In carrying out its tasks, CTED works closely with relevant United Nations entities and coordinates its activities 
with those of external partners, including FATF and the FATF-Style Regional Bodies (FSRBs). Within the 
framework of the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force (CTITF), CTED is a member of the Working 
Group on Countering the Financing of Terrorism. 

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uezi9du0bOA  

3. SECURITY: STATUS SYMBOL OR PROTECTION? 

Introduction: 

• BJP working president JP Nadda on told the Rajya Sabha that there was no political angle in the withdrawal 
of the Special Protection Group cover to the Gandhis. Speaking in Rajya Sabha amid Congress protests in 
Parliament against the government’s move, Nadda said the decision on the security cover was taken by the 
Home Ministry and not by politicians. Earlier, defending the government’s decision to downgrade the 
security cover, senior BJP MP Subramanian Swamy said the decision has been taken by the Home Ministry, 
and moreover, the threat perception to the Gandhis has disappeared with the end of the LTTE in Sri Lanka. 
The Congress demanded in Rajya Sabha restoration of the SPG cover to the Gandhi family and former prime 
minister Manmohan Singh by “rising above partisan politics”. The central government earlier this month 
replaced the Special Protection Group security cover given to Sonia Gandhi, her son Rahul Gandhi, daughter 
Priyanka Gandhi and former Prime Minister Singh with the ‘Z-plus’ security of the Central Reserve Police 
Force. 

SPG: 

• In March 1985, following the recommendations of a committee set up by the Home Ministry, a special unit 
was created for this purpose under the Cabinet Secretariat. This unit, initially called the Special Protection 
Unit, was renamed as Special Protection Group in April 1985. 

• Subsequently, the Parliament passed The Special Protection Group (SPG) Act, which was notified in June 
1988 “to provide for the constitution and regulation of an armed force of the Union for providing 
proximate security to the Prime Minister of India and for matters connected therewith”. 

• The SPG Act defined “proximate security” as “protection provided from close quarters, during journey by 
road, rail, aircraft, watercraft or on foot or any other means of transport” and to “include the places of 
functions, engagements, residence or halt”. 
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• Coverage: SPG protection was extended, apart from the Prime Minister, to “former Prime Ministers of India 
and members of their immediate families” through an amendment in the Act in the aftermath of the 
assassination of Rajiv Gandhi in May 1991. 

The Special Protection Group (Amendment) Bill, 2019 

• It was introduced in Lok Sabha by the Minister of Home Affairs, Mr. Amit Shah, on November 25, 2019. The 
Bill amends the Special Protections Group Act, 1988. The Act provides for the constitution and regulation of 
the Special Protection Group (SPG) to provide security to the Prime Minister, former Prime Ministers, and 
their immediate family members. 

• Under the Act, the SPG provides security to the Prime Minister and his immediate family members. It also 
provides security to former Prime Ministers and their immediate family members for a period of one year 
from the date on which they cease to hold the office. Beyond this period, the SPG security is provided based 
on the level of threat as decided by the central government. The threat must: (i) emanate from a military or 
terrorist organisation, and (ii) be of a grave and continuing nature. 

• The Bill amends this provision to state that the SPG will provide security to the Prime Minister, and members 
of his immediate family residing with him at his official residence. It will also provide security to any former 
Prime Ministers, and his immediate family members residing with him at the residence allotted to him. This 
security will be provided for a period of five years from the date on which he ceases to hold the office of 
Prime Minister. 

• The Act provides that if the SPG security is withdrawn from a former Prime Minister, it will also be withdrawn 
from his immediate family members, unless the level of threat faced by the immediate family member 
warrants such security. The Bill removes this condition to state that if the SPG security is withdrawn from a 
former Prime Minister, it will also be withdrawn from his immediate family members. 

Categories of security: 

Besides the SPG, VIPs in India are protected by other security forces as well. The levels of security cover are 
determined by the threat perception around the individual. 

• The highest level of security cover is the Z-plus category, followed by Z, Y, and X categories. 

• The higher the level of cover, the larger the number of personnel protecting the individual. 

• Roughly 24-36 personnel with automatic weapons are deployed for Z-plus category protectees and 16-20 
personnel guard Z-category protectees. 

• The elite ‘Black Cat’ commandos of the NSG are deployed to protect VIPs for whom the threat perception is 
the highest. 

How is the threat assessment made? 

• Under the union home secretary this assessment is made with inputs from all top to down agencies. 

• The Home Ministry takes the decision based on inputs from the Intelligence Bureau, Delhi commissioner 
and other police departments. 

• The assessment is clear like an algorithm. 

• They largely give a measure of threat to life or injury to a person from terrorists or any other group, based 
on information from their sources. 

• The threats recorded from various sources such as local intelligence and many other similar sources are 
consolidated by the Union Home Secretary. 

• Hence the inputs are detailed, incorporated, assessed and the decision is made. 

• Challenges:  

• Simply allotment of SPG cover causes a huge drain on the resources of the state. 

• The allotment is not realistic. 

Conclusion:  

• The SPG security should be provided on the need and threat basis. 

• It should be not for social status. 

• SPG is a distinctive and special force and should deviate from that. 

• They should come back to their original function and limit their protection. 
Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IH4vW8uwejc  
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MISCELLANEOUS 

SARDAR PATEL 

Introduction: 

• To commemorate the birth anniversary of Sardar Patel, the nation is observing 31st October as ‘Rashtriya 
Ekta Diwas’ or National Unity Day. It is a day when we reinforce our dedication to preserve and strengthen 
unity, integrity and security of the nation. Born on October 31st, 1875 at Nadiad in Gujarat, Sardar Patel was 
India’s first Home Minister. To him belongs the legacy of merging over 560 princely states into the Union of 
India. As part of celebrations, various programs were organised across the country, recalling Sardar Patel’s 
contribution to the unification of India. Prime Minister Narendra Modi administered the national unity pledge 
at the Statue of Unity at Kevadia in Gujarat. He also reminded the nation that Jammu and Kashmir is being 
bifurcated into two Union Territories on this day marking the end of Article 370 and ending the political 
isolation of the state. Other leaders including Home Minister Amit Shah flagged off Unity Runs on the 
occasion. 

Sardar Patel: 

• Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai Patel (31 October 1875 – 15 December 1950), popularly known as Sardar Patel, was 
an Indian politician. 

• He served as the first Deputy Prime Minister of India. 

• He was an Indian barrister, a senior leader of the Indian National Congress and a founding father of the 
Republic of India who played a leading role in the country’s struggle for independence and guided its 
integration into a united, independent nation. 

• In India and elsewhere, he was often called Sardar, meaning “chief” in Hindi, Urdu, and Persian. 

• He acted as Home Minister during the political integration of India and the Indo-Pakistani War of 1947. 

• Patel was raised in the countryside of the state of Gujarat. He was a successful lawyer. 

• He subsequently organised peasants from Kheda, Borsad, and Bardoli in Gujarat in non-violent civil 
disobedience against the British Raj, becoming one of the most influential leaders in Gujarat. 

• He was appointed as the 49th President of Indian National Congress, organising the party for elections in 
1934 and 1937 while promoting the Quit India Movement. 

• As the first Home Minister and Deputy Prime Minister of India, Patel organised relief efforts for refugees 
fleeing to Punjab and Delhi from Pakistan and worked to restore peace. 

• He led the task of forging a united India, successfully integrating into the newly independent nation those 
British colonial provinces that had been “allocated” to India. 

• Besides those provinces that had been under direct British rule, approximately 565 self-governing princely 
states had been released from British suzerainty by the Indian Independence Act of 1947. 

• Threatening military force, Patel persuaded almost every princely state to accede to India. 

• His commitment to national integration in the newly independent country was total and uncompromising, 
earning him the sobriquet “Iron Man of India”. 

• He is also remembered as the “patron saint of India’s civil servants” for having established the modern all-
India services 

• He is also called the “Unifier of India”. 

• The Statue of Unity, the world’s tallest statue, was dedicated to him on 31 October 2018 which is 
approximately 182 metres (597 ft) in height. 

Contribution: 

• Played key role in selecting and financing candidates for upcoming elections in 1934, 1936. 
• Didn’t want party to be distracted from goal of complete independence. 
• Integrating India: 

o When India  became independent in 1947, Sardar Patel took over the role as a deputy PM at a 
time when Indian history was in a very critical stage. 

o In a truly masterful display of statesmanship, Sardar Patel ensured a smooth integration of the 
troubled domains by not allowing the situation to deteriorate into civil unrest. There was neither 
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bloodshed nor any kind of rebellion as he went about the task of building a strong India with a 
missionary zeal. 

o He played an important role in bringing the 565 self-governing princely states and territories into 
the Indian federation. 

o Adopting different approaches as warranted by the situation, he gave friendly advice in some 
cases, persuaded the rulers to see reason in others and even used force as in the case of 
Hyderabad  

o He drew a new map of India with every princely State being a part of the Indian union and thus, 
paved the way for cultural unity and harmony. 

o Sardar Patel worked with astonishing speed to dismantle the history of imperialism and create 
the geography of unity with the spirit of nationalism. He saved India from Balkanization and 
integrated even the weakest of limbs into the national framework. 

• Civil services in Independent India: 
o According to many, the actual acknowledgment for the formation of the Indian Civil Service in 

free India goes to Sardar Patel. His argument led to form a groundwork for Unified National 
Administration. Patel had the vision to create a strong and vibrant administrative system 

• Concern about border security: 
o Patel conceptualized some of the greatest policies to keep India secured from border countries’ 

attack. He wanted India to focus on :- 
▪ The need for strengthening defense force. 
▪ Examining and reshuffling the military position in various borders. 
▪ Strengthening Northern and North-Eastern frontier. 
▪ Improvement of transport and communication in these border areas. 

o The roots of Amul can be traced back to his vision for empowering local communities, particularly 
women. It was Sardar Patel who also popularized the idea of cooperative housing societies, thus 
ensuring dignity and shelter for man 

o Patel’s lasting contribution was protecting the Indian constitution from the ogre of communal 
electorates. 

o He was a major driving force behind the liberal industrial policy resolution of 1948. 
o Patel was among the few to see the dangers from China’s imminent takeover of Tibet. 

Sardar Patel: The Unifier 

• Sardar Patel called upon rulers to show their patriotic spirit. 
• Patel asked princely states to merge with independent India and behave responsibly. 
• Jammu and Kashmir 

o Hindu ruler Hari Singh tried to negotiate with India & Pak to have an independent status for his 
state. 

o Since majority population of the state was Muslim, the Pakistan thought Kashmir ‘belonged‘ to 
them. 

o On 15th August Harisingh offered standstill agreement with both countries which allowed the 
free movement of people & goods. 

o Pakistan signed the agreement but India didn’t. 
o Pakistan became impatient & started violating standstill agreement. 
o 24th October Hari Singh demanded military assistance from India. 
o Mountbatten pointed out that under international law India can send its troops only after state 

signs a formal instrument of accession 
o Thus on 26th Oct Maharaja signed instrument of accession which got ratified in 1954. 
o On 27th Oct. morning nearly 100 planes airlifted men and weapons to Srinagar. 
o Pakistan army left the main valley region but continue to occupy a large chunk of territory of 

Gilgit, Baltistan region – Pak occupied Kashmir. 
• Hyderabad 

o Communal riots break out in Hyderabad. 
o Largest princely state of India which was ruled by Nizam 
o Nizam led to tyrannical ways & aspired to set up a Muslim dominion rather than integration with 

India 
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o He wanted an independent status for Hyderabad & thus entered into negotiation of standstill 
agreement with India 

o Meanwhile people revolted against Nizam’s rule, particularly the peasants of Telangana due to 
his worst oppression measures. 

o Nizam retaliated on popular movement by unleashing a para-military force 
o 150,000 soldiers were mobilized by Nizam to fight against the Indian Union 
o They murdered, maimed, raped and looted, targeting particularly the non-Muslims 
o In Sep 1948, Indian army under operation Polo invaded Hyderabad state & overthrew its Nizam, 

annexing the state merged it into the Indian Union. 
• Manipur 

o Indian government was prepared to be flexible in giving autonomy to some regions. 
o Maharaja of Manipur signed the instrument of Accession with the Indian government on the 

assurance that the internal autonomy of Manipur would be maintained. 
o Under the pressure of public view, Maharaja held elections in Manipur in June 1948 & thus state 

became a constitutional monarchy. 
o Manipur was the 1st part of India to hold an election based on universal adult franchise. 
o Government of India succeeded in pressurizing the Maharaja into signing a Merger Agreement in 

September 1949, without consulting the popularly elected Legislative Assembly of Manipur. 
o This caused a lot anger and resentment in Manipur, the consequences of which are still being felt. 

Statue of Unity: 

➢ At 182 metre, the statue is 23 metre taller than China’s Spring Temple Buddha statue and almost double the 
height of the Statue of Liberty (93 metre tall) in US. 

➢ Located on the Sadhu Bet island, near Rajpipla on the Narmada river, the Statue of Unity is located between 
the Satpura and the Vindhya mountain ranges. 

➢ The Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Rashtriya Ekta Trust (SVPRET), a special purpose vehicle set up by Modi in 2011, 
arranged some 129 tonnes of iron implements from nearly 100 million farmers in 169,000 villages across all 
states to construct the base of the statue in the ‘Loha’ campaign. 

➢ The Statue of Unity was brought to fruition by Padma Bhushan-winning sculptor Ram V Sutar and intricate 
bronze cladding work was done by a Chinese foundry, the Jiangxi Toqine Company (JTQ). 

Source:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uMJIKzG9RNA  
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