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1. Economy
1) Consider the following statements about Fugitive Economic Offender.
1. A person is declared a Fugitive Economic Offender by a 'Special Court' set up under the Prevention of
Money-laundering Act (PMLA), 2002
2. The property of a fugitive economic offender, including benami property, can be confiscated once he is
declared so by the Special Court.
3. Properties abroad are not liable for confiscation.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 3
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 2
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
A fugitive economic offender is an individual who has committed some specified offence(s) involving an amount of
one hundred crore rupees or more and has absconded from India or refused to come back to India to avoid or face
criminal prosecution in India.
The property of a fugitive economic offender, resulting from the proceeds of crime, including benami property, can
be confiscated once he is declared so by the Court. Properties abroad are also liable for confiscation. Further, he
would be disentitled from defending any civil claim. An Administrator will be appointed to manage and dispose of
the confiscated property.
2) Consider the following statements about Advance Pricing Agreement (APA).
1. It is an ahead-of-time agreement between a taxpayer and a tax authority on an appropriate transfer
pricing methodology.
2. It is only Unilateral in nature, that involves only the taxpayer and the tax authority of the country where the
taxpayer is located.
3. In India, Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) signs the APA with the tax payer.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1, 2
c) 1, 3
d) 2, 3
Solution: a)
The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has entered into 26 Advance Pricing Agreements (APAs) in the first 5
months of the financial year (April to August, 2019).
An advance pricing agreement (APA) is an ahead-of-time agreement between a taxpayer and a tax authority on an
appropriate transfer pricing methodology. An APA provides certainty with respect to the tax outcome of the tax
payer’s international transactions.
An APA can be one of the three types – unilateral, bilateral and multilateral.
• A Unilateral APA is an APA that involves only the taxpayer and the tax authority of the country where the
taxpayer is located.
• Bilateral APA (BAPA) is an APA that involves the tax payer, associated enterprise (AE) of the taxpayer in the
foreign country, tax authority of the country where the taxpayer is located and the foreign tax authority.
• Multilateral APA (MAPA) is an APA that involves the taxpayer, two or more AEs of the tax payer in different
foreign countries, tax authority of the country where the taxpayer is located and the tax authorities of AEs.
3) Consider the following statements regarding Index of Industrial Production (IIP).
1. IIP is estimated and published biannually by the Central Statistical Organisation (CSO).
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2. It is a composite indicator that measures the short -term changes in the volume of production
of a basket of industrial products during a given period with respect to that in a chosen base period.
3. IIP has contracted steadily from 2012 to 2019 due to continuous slowdown in the capital
goods, mining, and manufacturing sectors.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 3
d) 2 only
Solution: d)
Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is an index that shows the performance of different industrial
sectors of the Indian economy.
The IIP is estimated and published on a monthly basis by the Central Statistical Organisation (CSO). As
an all India index, it gives general level of industrial activity in the economy.
According to the CSO. “It is a composite indicator that measures the short -term changes in the volume
of production of a basket of industrial products during a given period with respect t o that in a chosen
base period.”
The current base year is 2011-2012.
Following are the three sectors of the IIP as per the revision based on 2011 -12 series.
(i) Mining,
(ii) Manufacturing and
(iii) Electricity

4) Consider the following statements regarding Regulation of Foreign Funding.
1. The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 and rules framed under it regulate the receipt and usage
of foreign contribution by non-governmental organisations in India.
2. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is the regulator of Foreign Funding in India.
3. Persons such as a candidate for election, judges and journalists cannot accept foreign funding as per
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 and rules framed under it (the “FCRA” or “Act”) regulate the receipt
and usage of foreign contribution by non-governmental organisations (“NGOs”) in India. Since the Act is internal
www.insightsonindia.com
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security legislation, despite being a law related to financial legislation, it falls into the purview of Home Ministry and
not the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
Prohibits acceptance and use of foreign contribution or foreign hospitality by a certain specified category of persons
such as a candidate for election, judge, journalist, columnist, newspaper publication, cartoonist and others.
5) Consider the following statements regarding Strategic Disinvestment Process.
1. Department of Investment and Public Asset Management (DIPAM) under the Ministry of Finance is the
nodal department for the strategic stake sale.
2. DIPAM and NITI Aayog will jointly identify PSUs for strategic disinvestment.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: c)
•
•
•

Department of Investment and Public Asset Management (DIPAM) under the Ministry of Finance has been made
the nodal department for the strategic stake sale.
This was done with a view to streamlining and speeding up the process and reducing the role of administrative
ministries.
DIPAM and NITI Aayog will now jointly identify PSUs for strategic disinvestment.

Source
6) Consider the following statements regarding Predatory pricing.
1. Predatory pricing is the act of a market leader lowering its prices below its costs.
2. The Government supports Predatory pricing since it makes the products affordable to all sections of the
society.
3. New market entrants offering temporary, deep discounts is also considered predatory.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 1 only
d) 2, 3
Solution: c)
Predatory pricing is the act of a market leader lowering its prices below its costs to gain an unfair advantage. The
predator incurs short-term losses to hurt other players and drive them out of the market. Later, with fewer
competitors, the predator can raise prices to recoup losses. Such behaviour is considered anti-competitive and can
be taken up by competition or industry regulators for review.
Predatory pricing should not be confused with normal, competitive price wars. For instance, a firm that reduces
costs below that of its competitors could offer products with lower prices.
Similarly, smaller or new players offering temporary, deep discounts would not be considered predatory since they
may not have the effect of driving larger firms out of the market.
Source
7) Consider the following statements about Unified Payments Interface (UPI).
1. It converts multiple bank accounts into a single mobile application of any participating bank, merging
several banking features, seamless fund routing & merchant payments into one hood.
2. It was launched by RBI.
3. Money can be transferred through mobile devices round the clock 24*7 except on public holidays.
www.insightsonindia.com
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It may also be used for Utility Bill Payments, Over the Counter Payments and Barcode based
payments.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2, 4
b) 1, 4
c) 2, 4
d) 1, 3, 4
4.

Solution: b)
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is a payment system launched by National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI). It
facilitates the fund transfer between two bank accounts through a smartphone. It converts multiple bank accounts
into a single mobile application (of any participating bank), merging several banking features, seamless fund routing
& merchant payments into one hood.
The unique feature of UPI is that it immediate money transfer through mobile devices round the clock 24*7 and 365
days. Also, a single mobile application may be used for accessing different bank accounts. It may also be used for
Utility Bill Payments, Over the Counter Payments and Barcode (Scan and Pay) based payments.
Source
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2. Ecology and Environment
1) Consider the following statements about Indian Rhino Vision 2020.
1. It was launched by Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) in partnership with WWFIndia.
2. The vision is to attain a population of 1000 wild rhinos in Assam.
3. The programme involves wild-to-wild translocation of Rhinos.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1, 3
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 2
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV 2020) programme launched by the Assam Forest Department in partnership with
WWF-India, the International Rhino Foundation and US Fish & Wildlife Service in 2005.
The programme aims at increasing the number and range of rhinos in Assam through wild-to-wild translocations
from Kaziranga National Park and Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary to potential Protected Areas including Manas National
Park, Burachapori Wildlife Sanctuary, Laokhowa Wildlife Sanctuary, and Dibru-Saikhowa National Park.
The vision is to attain a population of 3000 wild rhinos in Assam, distributed over seven of its Protected Areas by
2020.
Source
2) Consider the following statements regarding C40 Cities.
1. C40 is a group of 40 cities around the world that is focused on tackling climate change and driving urban
action that reduces greenhouse gas emissions and climate risks, while increasing the health, wellbeing and economic
opportunities of urban citizens.
2. From India, New Delhi and Mumbai are the only two cities that are member cities of the C40.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: d)
The C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group (C40) is a group of 94 cities around the world. C40 is focused on tackling
climate change and driving urban action that reduces greenhouse gas emissions and climate risks, while increasing
the health, wellbeing and economic opportunities of urban citizens.
From India, Bengaluru, Chennai, Jaipur, Kolkata, Mumbai and New Delhi are member cities of the C40.
3) Consider the following statements regarding Great Indian Bustards (GIB).
1. It is Identified as one of the species for the recovery programme under the Integrated Development of
Wildlife Habitats of the Ministry of Environment and Forests.
2. Project Great Indian Bustard was launched by the Ministry of Environment and Forests for identifying and
fencing off bustard breeding grounds in existing protected areas as well as provide secure breeding enclosures in
areas outside protected areas.
3. The bird is categorised as “critically endangered” by the International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN).
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
www.insightsonindia.com
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c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: b)
•
•
•
•
•
•

IUCN status: critically endangered.
Found in Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.
Listed in Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and in the CMS Convention and in Appendix I of
CITES.
Identified as one of the species for the recovery programme under the Integrated Development of Wildlife
Habitats of the Ministry of Environment and Forests.
Project Great Indian Bustard — state of Rajasthan — identifying and fencing off bustard breeding grounds in
existing protected areas as well as provide secure breeding enclosures in areas outside protected areas.
Protected areas: Desert National Park Sanctuary — Rajasthan, Rollapadu Wildlife Sanctuary – Andhra Pradesh
and Karera Wildlife Sanctuary– Madhya Pradesh.

Source
4) Consider the following statements about Biodiversity Heritage Sites (BHS).
1. Biodiversity Heritage Sites (BHS) are declared as per the provisions of Biological Diversity Act, 2002.
2. Areas with High endemism and presence of keystone species can be declared as Biodiversity Heritage
Sites.
3. Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) will notify areas of biodiversity
importance as Biodiversity Heritage Sites (BHS).
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 3
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 2
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
“Biodiversity Heritage Sites” (BHS) are well defined areas that are unique, ecologically fragile ecosystems - terrestrial,
coastal and inland waters and, marine having rich biodiversity comprising of any one or more of the following
components: richness of wild as well as domesticated species or intra-specific categories, high endemism, presence
of rare and threatened species, keystone species, species of evolutionary significance, wild ancestors of
domestic/cultivated species or their varieties, past pre-eminence of biological components represented by fossil
beds and having significant cultural, ethical or aesthetic values and are important for the maintenance of cultural
diversity, with or without a long history of human association with them.
Under Section 37 of Biological Diversity Act, 2002 (BDA) the State Government in consultation with local bodies may
notify in the official gazette, areas of biodiversity importance as Biodiversity Heritage Sites (BHS).
Source
5) Consider the following statements about Ethanol.
1. In India, ethanol is produced from sugarcane only.
2. It allows the engine to more completely combust the fuel.
3. Ethanol is considered as non-renewable fuel.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2 only
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
www.insightsonindia.com
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Solution: b)
Ethanol, an anhydrous ethyl alcohol having chemical formula of C2H5OH, can be produced from sugarcane, maize,
wheat, etc which are having high starch content. In India, ethanol is mainly produced from sugarcane molasses by
fermentation process. Ethanol can be mixed with gasoline to form different blends. As the ethanol molecule contains
oxygen, it allows the engine to more completely combust the fuel, resulting in fewer emissions and thereby reducing
the occurrence of environmental pollution. Since ethanol is produced from plants that harness the power of the sun,
ethanol is also considered as renewable fuel.
Source
6) Consider the following statements regarding Eco-sensitive zones.
1. Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs) are areas notified by the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate
Change (MoEFCC) around Protected Areas, National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries.
2. They act as a transition zone from areas of high protection to areas involving lesser protection.
3. Eco-Sensitive Zones are defined and mentioned in Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.
Which of the above statements is/ are correct?
a) 1, 3
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 2
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs) or Ecologically Fragile Areas (EFAs) are areas notified by the Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC), Government of India around Protected Areas, National Parks and Wildlife
Sanctuaries. The purpose of declaring ESZs is to create some kind of "shock absorbers" to the protected areas by
regulating and managing the activities around such areas. They also act as a transition zone from areas of high
protection to areas involving lesser protection.
ESZ are regulated by central government through Min. of Environment, Forests and Climate change (MoEFCC).
Ministry came out with new guidelines for regulation of such areas in 2011.
The Environment Protection Act, 1986 does not mention the word “Eco-sensitive Zones”.
7) Consider the following statements regarding Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem Protection Program (GSLEP).
1. The GSLEP is a world first joint initiative that aims to conserve the snow leopard within the broader
context of also conserving valuable high mountain ecosystems.
2. Snow leopard range countries signed Bishkek Declaration to work towards the goal of the GSLEP.
3. Every year India hosts the GSLEP meet under the aegis of Ministry of environment, forest and climate
change.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 3
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 2
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
The GSLEP is a world first joint initiative that aims to conserve the snow leopard within the broader context of also
conserving valuable high mountain ecosystems.
GSLEP unites all 12 range country governments, nongovernmental and inter-governmental organisations, local
communities, and the private sector around this aim.
In 2013 the 12 snow leopard range countries and partners signed the Bishkek Declaration (in the Kyrgyz Republic
capital city) and agreed to the goal of the GSLEP for the 7 years through 2020. The snow leopard range countries
www.insightsonindia.com
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agree, with support from stakeholder and interested organisations, to work together to identify and secure at least
20 snow leopard landscapes across the cat’s range by 2020 or, in short – “Secure 20 by 2020.”
The 4th steering committee meeting of the Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem Protection Program (GSLEP) was
held recently in New Delhi, where environment minister Prakash Javadekar launched the national protocol for snow
leopard population assessment in India.
This is for the first time that India hosted the GSLEP meet, under the aegis of ministry of environment, forest and
climate change (MoEF).
Source
8) Consider the following statements regarding Snow Leopard.
1. Snow leopard is listed as Critically endangered under the IUCN Red List.
2. In India, the snow leopard habitat is spread over the northern Himalayan mountains of Jammu and
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim.
3. The Union Government had launched SECURE Himalaya project for the protection of Snow Leopard.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
Snow leopard is listed as Vulnerable under the IUCN Red List. In India, the snow leopard habitat is spread over the
northern Himalayan mountains of Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Arunachal Pradesh and
Sikkim.
The Union Government had launched SECURE Himalaya, a six-year project to ensure conservation of locally and
globally significant biodiversity, land and forest resources in high Himalayan ecosystem spread over four states viz.
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Uttarakhand and Sikkim.
It was launched by Union Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC) in association with the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).
Protection of snow leopard and other endangered species and their habitats is one of the key components of the
project which will also focus on securing livelihoods of the people in the region and enhancing enforcement to
reduce wildlife crime.
9) Consider the following statements regarding Green Climate Fund.
1. Green Climate Fund was set up under the Kyoto Protocol to channel funding from developed countries to
developing countries to allow them to mitigate climate change.
2. The Fund’s investments can be in the form of grants, loans, equity or guarantees.
3. When the Paris Agreement was reached in 2015, the Green Climate Fund was given an important role in
serving the agreement and supporting the goal of keeping climate change well below 2 degrees Celsius.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: b)
Green Climate Fund was set up by the 194 countries who are parties to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 2010, as part of the Convention’s financial mechanism. It aims to deliver equal
amounts of funding to mitigation and adaptation, while being guided by the Convention’s principles and provisions.
www.insightsonindia.com
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When the Paris Agreement was reached in 2015, the Green Climate Fund was given an important role in serving the
agreement and supporting the goal of keeping climate change well below 2 degrees Celsius.
The Fund pays particular attention to the needs of societies that are highly vulnerable to the effects of climate
change, in particular Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Small Island Developing States (SIDS), and African States.
The Fund’s investments can be in the form of grants, loans, equity or guarantees.
Source
10) Consider the following statements regarding South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP).
1. South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) is an arm of Asian Development Bank to
promote and support protection, management and enhancement of the environment in the region.
2. SACEP supports national government’s efforts for environmental protection and sustainable development.
3. Afghanistan, India and Pakistan are the member countries of SACEP.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) is an inter-governmental organization, established in 1982
by the governments of South Asia to promote and support protection, management and enhancement of the
environment in the region. SACEP member countries are Afghanistan , Bangladesh , Bhutan , India , Maldives , Nepal
, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
Since its creation, SACEP has implemented a number of projects and programmes in the areas of environment
education, environment legislation, biodiversity, air pollution, and the protection and management of the coastal
environment. SACEP is also secretariat for the South Asian Seas Programme.
The Malé Declaration on control and prevention of air pollution and its likely transboundary effects for South Asia is
another significant efforts which encourages intergovernmental cooperation to combat the transboundary air
pollution problem.
Source
11) ‘Gamosa’ a ubiquitous, white cotton towel woven with images of endangered turtles to spread the message of
conservation, belongs to which state.
a) Assam
b) Manipur
c) Odisha
d) Andhra Pradesh
Solution: a)
Activists are banking on the ‘gamosa’, woven with images of endangered turtles, to spread the message.
The multipurpose Assamese gamosa, a ubiquitous, white cotton towel, has been assigned a new function —
conservation of rare freshwater turtles.
Few cultural symbols are as utilitarian as the white handmade cotton gamosa, with its characteristic red border of
woven motifs. It is valued as a gift for visitors, used as a scarf, anti-dust mask, wrapped around the head as a turban.

www.insightsonindia.com
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Source
12) Which of the following statements is correct regarding ‘Bamboonomics’?
a) Bamboo plantation in urban areas in order to maintain a sustainable environment and pollution free clean
air.
b) Promoting Bamboo as an alternative in building construction.
c) Encourage bamboo plantation by farmers in private lands.
d) A movement to combat desertification and climate change
Solution: d)
Bamboonomics:
It is a movement to combat desertification and climate change which will involve the tribal community of India since
they have the expertise in this field.
The movement will ensure that tribals can earn a livelihood without causing environmental harm.
It was launched at the COP 14 of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD).
Source
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3. Government Schemes and Programmes
1) Consider the following statements regarding Swachh Iconic Places (SIP).
1. The Swachh Iconic Places is an initiative under the Swachh Bharat Mission.
2. It is a special clean-up initiative focused on all iconic heritage, spiritual and cultural places in the country.
3. The initiative is being coordinated by the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation in association with the
Ministry of Urban Development, Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Tourism and the concerned State governments.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: b)
Mata Vaishno Devi shrine atop the Trikuta hills in Reasi district of Jammu and Kashmir has been named country’s
‘Best Swachh Iconic Place’.
The Swachh Iconic Places is an initiative under the Swachh Bharat Mission. It is a special clean-up initiative focused
on select iconic heritage, spiritual and cultural places in the country. The initiative is being coordinated by the
Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation in association with the Ministry of Urban Development, Ministry of
Culture, Ministry of Tourism and the concerned State governments.
Source
2) Consider the following statements about ‘Virtual ID’ for Aadhaar
1. The Virtual ID is a random 12-digit number.
2. The ID can be generated as many times as possible.
3. One's Aadhaar number can be derived from the Virtual ID generated.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2 only
c) 1, 3
d) 2, 3
Solution: b)
The Virtual ID is a random 16-digit number.
*The ID can be generated as many times as possible.
*The older ID gets automatically cancelled once a fresh one is generated.
*Users can go to the UIDAI website to generate their virtual ID which will be valid for a defined period of time, or till
the user decides to change it.
*The ID, along with the biometrics of the user, would give any authorised agency, like a mobile company, limited
details like name, address and photograph, which are enough for any verification.
*Agencies that undertake authentication would not be allowed to generate the Virtual ID on behalf of the user.
*UIDAI also introduced the concept of 'limited KYC', which will provide need-based or limited details of a user to an
authorised agency providing a particular service.
One's Aadhaar number cannot be derived from the Virtual ID that is generated.
Source
3) Consider the following statements regarding Ganga Aamantran Abhiyan.
1. Ganga Aamantran Abhiyan is for inviting private investments for sanitation based integrated development
along the River Ganga.
www.insightsonindia.com
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2. This is the first ever effort by National Mission for Clean Ganga.
3. The team from CSIR–Indian Institute of Toxicology Research will collect water samples from across the
river for the purpose of water testing.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
The ‘Ganga Aamantran Abhiyan’ is a pioneering and historic exploratory open-water rafting and kayaking expedition
on the Ganga River to be held between 10th October 2019 to 11 November 2019. Starting at Devprayag and
culminating at Ganga Sagar, the expedition will cover the entire streatch of over 2500 kms of the Ganga River.
This is the first ever effort by National Mission for Clean Ganga to raft across the entire stretch of the river and also
the longest ever social campaign undertaken through an adventure sporting activity to spread the message of River
Rejuvenation and Water Conservation on a massive scale. The expedition will draw attention to the ecological
challenges being faced by Ganga.
The expedition will encompass the five Ganga basin states including Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Bihar
and West Bengal with stops at Rishikesh, Haridwar, Kanpur, Allahabad, Varanasi, Patna, Sonepur and Kolkata.
Apart from the awareness campaign, the team from CSIR–Indian Institute of Toxicology Research will collect water
samples from across diverse ranges of the river for the purpose of water testing, while members of the Wildlife
Institute of India will undertake flora and fauna census for the year 2019.
The Expedition would comprise of members primarily from the Indian Armed Forces. The Armed Forces is supporting
this expedition extensively by way of involving all the Commands & Units on the Ganga stretch and also the
members from the Armed Forces Wives Welfare Association all along the Ganga Basin.
Source
4) Consider the following statements regarding e-Assessment Scheme.
1. It aims to facilitate faceless assessment of income tax returns through completely electronic
communication.
2. National e-Assessment Centre (NeAC) headed by Finance Minister has been set up to look after the work
of the e-Assessment Scheme.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: a)
Centre Government had recently notified e-Assessment scheme to facilitate faceless assessment of income tax
returns through completely electronic communication between tax officials and tax payers.
There would be a National e-Assessment Centre (NeAC) in Delhi to be headed by Principal Chief Commissioner of
Income Tax (Pr.CCIT).
There are 8 Regional e-Assessment Centres (ReAC) set up at Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata Ahmedabad, Pune,
Bengaluru and Hyderabad which would comprise Assessment unit, Review unit, Technical unit and Verification units.
Each ReAC will be headed by Chief Commissioner of Income Tax (CCIT).
Source
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5) Consider the following statements.
1. Eat Right Movement was launched by World Health Organisation (WHO) which aims to cut down
salt/sugar and oil consumption by 30% in three years.
2. Eat Right Movement is aligned with the India’s flagship public health programmes such as POSHAN
Abhiyaan and Swachh Bharat Mission.
3. FSSAI has prescribed a limit for Total Polar Compounds (TPC) at 25% in cooking oil to avoid the harmful
effects of reused cooking oil.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: b)
Eat Right Movement was launched by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI).
The movement aims to cut down salt/sugar and oil consumption by 30% in three years.
It also aims to engage and enable citizens to improve their health and well-being by making the right food choices.
This movement is aligned with the government’s flagship public health programmes such as POSHAN Abhiyaan,
Anemia Mukt Bharat, Ayushman Bharat Yojana and Swachh Bharat Mission.
FSSAI has put in place robust regulatory measures under three major pillars: Eat Safe, Eat Health and Eat Sustainably
for the programme.
FSSAI has prescribed a limit for Total Polar Compounds (TPC) at 25% in cooking oil to avoid the harmful effects of
reused cooking oil.
Source
6) Promotion of Digital Transactions including Digital Payments, is the responsibility of
a) RBI
b) Ministry of Finance
c) National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)
d) Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY)
Solution: d)
The Digital India programme is a flagship programme of the Government of India with a vision to transform India
into a digitally empowered society and knowledge economy. “Faceless, Paperless, Cashless” is one of professed role
of Digital India. Promotion of digital payments has been accorded highest priority by the Government of India to
bring each and every segment of our country under the formal fold of digital payment services. The Vision is to
provide facility of seamless digital payment to all citizens of India in a convenient, easy, affordable, quick and
secured manner.
Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY) has been entrusted with the responsibility of leading this
initiative on “Promotion of Digital Transactions including Digital Payments”. MeitY is working on various strategies,
ideation with multiple stakeholders including Banks, Central Ministries/Departments and States, to create an
ecosystem to enable digital payments across the country.
MeitY is working on strengthening of Digital Payment infrastructure and creating awareness through promotions of
digital payments with all the stakeholders to achieve Government’s vision of making citizens of this country digitally
empowered.
Source
7) Consider the following statements regarding Surakshit Matritva Aashwasan (SUMAN) Initiative.
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1. It aims to provide dignified and quality health care at low cost to every woman and newborn visiting
public and private health facility in order to end all preventable maternal and newborn deaths.
2. All pregnant women, newborns and mothers up to 6 months of delivery will be able to avail several free
health care services.
3. The government will also provide free transport to pregnant women from home to the health facility and
drop back after discharge.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
The Union Government has launched Surakshit Matritva Aashwasan (SUMAN) to provide quality healthcare at zero
cost to pregnant women, new mothers and newborns.
It aims to provide dignified and quality health care at no cost to every woman and newborn visiting a public health
facility.
Under the scheme, the beneficiaries visiting public health facilities are entitled to several free services.
These include at least four ante natal check-ups that also includes one checkup during the 1st trimester, at least one
checkup under Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan, Iron Folic Acid supplementation, Tetanus diptheria
injection.
All pregnant women, newborns and mothers up to 6 months of delivery will be able to avail several free health care
services
• The scheme will enable zero expense access to the identification and management of complications during
and after the pregnancy.
• The government will also provide free transport to pregnant women from home to the health facility and
drop back after discharge (minimum 48 hrs).
• The pregnant women will be able to avail a zero expense delivery and C-section facility in case of
complications at public health facilities.
• The scheme will ensure that there is zero-tolerance for denial of services to such patients.
Source
8) Consider the following statements about Universal Health Coverage (UHC).
1. It means free coverage for all possible health interventions, regardless of the cost.
2. UHC includes population-based services such as public health campaigns and controlling mosquito breeding
grounds.
3. Achieving UHC is one of the key targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
UHC means that all individuals and communities receive the health services they need without suffering financial
hardship. It includes the full spectrum of essential, quality health services, from health promotion to prevention,
treatment, rehabilitation, and palliative care.
Achieving UHC is one of the targets the nations of the world set when adopting the Sustainable Development Goals
in 2015.
There are many things that are not included in the scope of UHC:
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•
•

•
•

UHC does not mean free coverage for all possible health interventions, regardless of the cost, as no country
can provide all services free of charge on a sustainable basis.
UHC is not just about health financing. It encompasses all components of the health system: health service
delivery systems, the health workforce, health facilities and communications networks, health technologies,
information systems, quality assurance mechanisms, and governance and legislation.
UHC is not only about ensuring a minimum package of health services, but also about ensuring a progressive
expansion of coverage of health services and financial protection as more resources become available.
UHC is not only about individual treatment services, but also includes population-based services such as
public health campaigns, adding fluoride to water, controlling mosquito breeding grounds, and so on.

Source
9) Consider the following statements regarding SARAS Aajeevika Mela.
1. SARAS Aajeevika Mela is an initiative by the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods
Mission (DAY-NRLM).
2. The objective is to bring the rural women Self Help Groups (SHGs) under one platform to show-case their
skills and sell their products.
3. The Mela is organised by Council for Advancement of People’s Action and Rural Technology (CAPART).
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: d)
SARAS Aajeevika Mela is an initiative by the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAYNRLM), Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD), Government of India, with an objective to bring the rural women
Self Help Groups (SHGs) formed with support of DAY-NRLM, under one platform to show-case their skills, sell their
products and help them build linkages with bulk buyers. Through participation in SARAS Aajeevika Mela, these rural
SHG women get vital national level exposure to understand the demand and taste of urban customers. The Mela is
organised by the marketing arm of the Ministry, Council for Advancement of People’s Action and Rural Technology
(CAPART).
Source
10) Consider the following statements regarding 'One Nation One FASTag' scheme.
1. FASTags use RFID technology to enable digital, contactless payment of tolls without having to stop at toll
gates.
2. The scheme will be implemented on national and state highways throughout the country.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: c)
The 'One Nation One FASTag' scheme will be implemented from December 1 and can be availed upon activation by
new cars having Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) tags on national and state highways throughout the country.
FASTags are stickers that are affixed to the windscreen of vehicles and use RFID technology to enable digital,
contactless payment of tolls without having to stop at toll gates.
The tags are linked to bank accounts and other payment methods. As a car crosses a toll plaza, the amount is
automatically deducted, and a notification is sent to the registered mobile phone number. Sensors are placed on toll
barriers, and the barriers open for vehicles having valid FASTags.
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A FASTag is valid for five years and needs to be recharged only as per requirement.
Source
11) Consider the following statements regarding National Genomic Grid.
1. National Genomic Grid will study genomic data of Tuberculosis (TB) patients from India.
2. It will collect samples from Tuberculosis (TB) patients, through a network of pan-India collection
centres by bringing all TB treatment institutions on board.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: d)
•
•
•

Recently, the government has announced to set up a National Genomic Grid (NGG). It will study genomic data of
cancer patients from India.
It will collect samples from cancer patients, through a network of pan-India collection centres by bringing all
cancer treatment institutions on board.
The grid to be formed will be in line with the National Cancer Tissue Biobank (NCTB) set up at the Indian Institute
of Technology, Madras.

Source
12) Consider the following statements regarding Project Bal Basera.
1. Project Bal Basera provides Crèche facility for the welfare of Children of Construction Workers.
2. The project is supported by Central Public Works Department (CPWD).
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: c)
Bal Basera or a Crèche is a project for the welfare of Children of Construction Workers was deployed at AIIMS
Rishikesh site. The project is supported by Central Public Works Department (CPWD).
Bal Basera shall accommodate about 35 Children and shall be run by CPWD Officers’ Wives Association (OWA).
Source
13) Consider the following statements regarding Food Safety Mitra (FSM).
1. In a bid to improve the ease of doing business, Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)
launched the scheme Food Safety Mitra (FSM).
2. The scheme will support large scale food businesses in compliance to the food safety laws.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: a)
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In a bid to improve the ease of doing business, apex food regulator Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) launched a scheme --Food Safety Mitra (FSM). The scheme will support small and medium scale food
businesses in compliance to the food safety laws.
FSSAI has said that the scheme will lead to improved ease of doing business by creating a transparent and organized
ecosystem supporting food businesses wherein food businesses will be able to get trained service providers at fair
prices - lowering the costs of compliance.
“Apart from strengthening food safety, this scheme would also create new employment opportunities for youth,
particularly with food and nutrition background.
A Food Safety Mitra is an individual professional certified by FSSAI who assists in compliances related to FSS Act,
Rules and regulations with three avatars viz. Digital Mitra, Trainer Mitra and Hygiene Mitra depending upon their
respective roles and responsibilities.
Source
14) Consider the following statements regarding Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maan Dhan Yojana.
1. Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maan-Dhan Yojana (PM-KMY) is an old age pension scheme for all Farmers in the
country.
2. It is a voluntary and contributory pension scheme for the entry age group of 18 to 40 years.
3. The farmers, who are also beneficiaries of PM-Kisan Scheme, will have the option to allow their
contribution debited from the benefit of that Scheme directly.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maan-Dhan Yojana (PM-KMY) is an old age pension scheme for all land holding Small and
Marginal Farmers (SMFs) in the country. It is a voluntary and contributory pension scheme for the entry age group of
18 to 40 years.
1. A monthly pension of Rs. 3000/– will be provided to them on attaining the age of 60 years. The spouse is also
eligible to get a separate pension of Rs.3000/- upon making separate contributions to the Fund.
2. Initial contribution: The farmers will have to make a monthly contribution of Rs.55 to Rs.200, depending on
their age of entry, in the Pension Fund till they reach the retirement date i.e. the age of 60 years.
3. The Central Government will also make an equal contribution of the same amount in the pension fund.
4. The Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) shall be the Pension Fund Manager and responsible for Pension
pay out.
5. If there is no spouse, then total contribution along with interest will be paid to the nominee.
6. If the farmer dies after the retirement date, the spouse will receive 50% of the pension as Family Pension.
7. After the death of both the farmer and the spouse, the accumulated corpus shall be credited back to the
Pension Fund.
8. The beneficiaries may opt voluntarily to exit the Scheme after a minimum period of 5 years of regular
contributions.
9. In case of default in making regular contributions, the beneficiaries are allowed to regularize the
contributions by paying the outstanding dues along with prescribed interest.
The farmers, who are also beneficiaries of PM-Kisan Scheme, will have the option to allow their contribution debited
from the benefit of that Scheme directly.
Source
15) Consider the following statements regarding Swachh – Nirmal Tat Abhiyaan.
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1. It aims to revive lakes in cities and create awareness amongst citizens about the importance of lakes in
urban areas.
2. It is launched by Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC).
3. School/college students of Eco-clubs, district administration, institutions, volunteers and local
communities are involved.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
To strive to make our beaches clean and create awareness amongst citizens about the importance of coastal
ecosystems, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) are undertaking a mass
cleanliness-cum-awareness drive in 50 identified beaches under the "Swachh – Nirmal Tat Abhiyaan", from 11th 17th November, 2019. The identified beaches are in 10 coastal States/Union Territories (UTs) namely Gujarat,
Daman & Diu, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Andhra Pradesh, and Odisha. The
beaches have been identified after the consultation with the States/UTs.
The cleaning drives in all beaches are being undertaken, involving school/college students of Eco-clubs, district
administration, institutions, volunteers, local communities and other stakeholders. State Nodal Agencies for the Ecoclubs will be facilitating the week long intensive cleanliness drive in all 10 States/UTs. Nodal teachers from the Ecoclubs will be present at the sites during the entire cleanliness drive. MoEF&CC officials have also been deputed to
monitor the implementation of the drive.
Source
16) Consider the following statements regarding TechSagar.
1. TechSagar is a consolidated and comprehensive repository of India’s cyber tech capabilities.
2. The National Cyber Security Coordinator's office in partnership with Data Security Council (DSCI) of India
launched TechSagar.
3. Data Security Council (DSCI) is a not-for-profit, industry body on data protection in India.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: d)
The National Cyber Security Coordinator's office in partnership with Data Security Council (DSCI) of India launched
TechSagar – a platform to discover India’s technological capability through a portal. The portal will list business and
research entities from the IT industry, startups, academia, and individual researchers.
As India aspires to become a trillion-dollar digital economy, the repository will facilitate new opportunities for
businesses and academia to collaborate, connect and innovate in future.
TechSagar is a consolidated and comprehensive repository of India’s cyber tech capabilities which provides
actionable insights about capabilities of the Indian Industry, academia and research across 25 technology areas like
internet of things (IoT), Artificial Intelligence (AI), Machine Learning (ML), blockchain, cloud & virtualisation, robotics
& automation, ar/vr, wireless & networking, and more.
DSCI is a not-for-profit, industry body on data protection in India, setup by NASSCOM.
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Source
17) Consider the following statements regarding Jal Jeevan Mission.
1. The chief objective of the Mission is to revive traditional water sources in all rural areas by 2024.
2. It also aims to create local infrastructure for rainwater harvesting, groundwater recharge and
management of household waste water for reuse in agriculture.
3. The Jal Jeevan Mission will converge with other Central and State Government Schemes to achieve its
objectives of sustainable water supply management.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
Jal Jeevan Mission:
The Mission was announced in August 2019.
The chief objective of the Mission is to provide piped water supply (Har Ghar Jal) to all rural and urban households
by 2024.
It also aims to create local infrastructure for rainwater harvesting, groundwater recharge and management of
household waste water for reuse in agriculture.
• The Jal Jeevan Mission is set to be based on various water conservation efforts like point recharge, desilting
of minor irrigation tanks, use of greywater for agriculture and source sustainability.
• The Jal Jeevan Mission will converge with other Central and State Government Schemes to achieve its
objectives of sustainable water supply management across the country.
Source
18) Consider the following statements regarding District Mineral Foundation (DMF).
1. District Mineral Foundation (DMF) was instituted under the Mines and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) (MMDR) Amendment Act 2015.
2. District Mineral Foundation (DMF) is a trust set up as a non-profit body, in all districts to work for the
interest and benefit of persons and areas affected by mining related operations.
3. It is funded through the contributions from miners.
4. The various state DMF rules and the Pradhan Mantri Khanij Khestra Kalyan Yojana (PMKKKY) guidelines
stipulate Education, Health and Livelihood and skill development as “high priority” issues for DMFs.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2, 3
b) 2, 3, 4
c) 1, 3, 4
d) 1, 2, 3, 4
Solution: c)
•
•

•

DMFs were instituted under the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) (MMDR) Amendment
Act 2015.
District Mineral Foundation (DMF) is a trust set up as a non-profit body, in those districts affected by the
mining works, to work for the interest and benefit of persons and areas affected by mining related
operations. It is funded through the contributions from miners.
Jurisdiction: Its manner of operation comes under the jurisdiction of the relevant State Government.

The various state DMF rules and the Pradhan Mantri Khanij Khestra Kalyan Yojana (PMKKKY) guidelines stipulate
some “high priority” issues for DMFs, including:
1. Drinking water.
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2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Health
Women and child welfare.
Education
Livelihood and skill development.
Welfare of aged and disabled.
Sanitation

Pradhan Mantri Khanij Kshetra Kalyan Yojana (PMKKKY):
The programme is meant to provide for the welfare of areas and people affected by mining related operations, using
the funds generated by District Mineral Foundations (DMFs).
Source
19) Consider the following statements regarding Solar PV cells.
1. Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthan Mahabhiyan (PM-KUSUM) scheme mandate the use of
domestically manufactured solar PV cells.
2. A solar PV cell shall be considered to be domestically manufactured only if the same has been
manufactured in India using un-diffused silicon wafers.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: c)
The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has recently issued a clarification stating that solar PV cells
manufactured using diffused silicon wafers or blue wafers shall not be considered domestically manufactured solar
PV cells, and hence, would not qualify for MNRE’s schemes/programmes. This decision can be expected to
significantly reduce the country’s dependence on foreign imports and establish India as a prominent manufacturing
hub of solar products. The move can also help in reducing initial costs associated with solar PV systems and improve
its adoption in the country.
MNRE’s flagship programmes such as the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthan Mahabhiyan (PMKUSUM) scheme mandate the use of domestically manufactured solar PV cells. Despite the mandate, it was noticed
that some manufacturers were using imported semi-processed PV cells or blue wafers as raw materials to
manufacture solar PV cells.
MNRE stated that “A solar PV cell shall be considered to be domestically manufactured only if the same has been
manufactured in India using un-diffused silicon wafers (generally called ‘black wafers’).”
Source
20) Consider the following statements about National Mineral Policy 2019.
1. Encourages the private sector to take up exploration.
2. It proposes to grant status of industry to mining activity.
3. The policy introduced the concept of Inter-Generational Equity that deals with the well-being not only of the
present generation but also of the generations to come.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: d)
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The National Mineral Policy 2019 includes provisions which will give boost to mining sector such as
• introduction of Right of First Refusal for RP/PL holders,
• encouraging the private sector to take up exploration,
• auctioning in virgin areas for composite RP cum PL cum ML on revenue share basis,
• encouragement of merger and acquisition of mining entities and
• transfer of mining leases and creation of dedicated mineral corridors to boost private sector mining areas.
• The 2019 Policy proposes to grant status of industry to mining activity to boost financing of mining for
private sector and for acquisitions of mineral assets in other countries by private sector
• It also mentions that Long-term import-export policy for mineral will help private sector in better planning
and stability in business
• The Policy also mentions rationalize reserved areas given to PSUs which have not been used and to put these
areas to auction, which will give more opportunity to private sector for participation
• The Policy also mentions to make efforts to harmonize taxes, levies & royalty with world benchmarks to help
private sector
NMP 2019 aims to attract private investment through incentives while the efforts would be made to maintain a
database of mineral resources and tenements under mining tenement systems. The new policy focusses on use
coastal waterways and inland shipping for evacuation and transportation of minerals and encourages dedicated
mineral corridors to facilitate the transportation of minerals. The utilization of the district mineral fund for equitable
development of project affected persons and areas. NMP 2019 proposes a long-term export-import policy for the
mineral sector to provide stability and as an incentive for investing in large scale commercial mining activity.
The 2019 Policy also introduces the concept of Inter-Generational Equity that deals with the well-being not only of
the present generation but also of the generations to come and also proposes to constitute an inter-ministerial body
to institutionalize the mechanism for ensuring sustainable development in mining.
Source
21) Consider the following statements regarding Contract farming.
1. Contract farming refers to an agreement between farmers and marketing firms for the production and
supply of agricultural products under forward agreements, frequently at predetermined prices.
2. In India, contract farming is regulated under the Agricultural Produce Market Committees (Development
and Regulation) (APMC) Act of 2003.
3. Karnataka has become the first State in the country to enact a law on contract farming.
Which of the above statements is/ are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: a)
Contract farming refers to an agreement between farmers and marketing firms for the production and supply of
agricultural products under forward agreements, frequently at predetermined prices.
At present, contract farming is regulated under the Agricultural Produce Market Committees (Development and
Regulation) (APMC) Act of 2003. This is the law that legalises contract farming.
Tamil Nadu has become the first State in the country to enact a law on contract farming with President Ram Nath
Kovind giving assent to the Agricultural Produce and Livestock Contract Farming and Services (Promotion and
Facilitation) Act.
Source
22) Consider the following statements regarding National Pension System (NPS).
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1. National Pension System (NPS) is a pension cum investment scheme launched by Government of India to
provide old age security to Citizens of India.
2. The Scheme is regulated by Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA).
3. Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) and Overseas Citizen of India (OCIs) are not eligible to invest in NPS.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 3
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 2
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
National Pension System (NPS) is a pension cum investment scheme launched by Government of India to provide old
age security to Citizens of India. It brings an attractive long-term saving avenue to effectively plan your retirement
through safe and regulated market-based return. The Scheme is regulated by Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority (PFRDA). National Pension System Trust (NPST) established by PFRDA is the registered owner
of all assets under NPS.
The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) has added one more category of investors who
can invest in the National Pension System. PFRDA has stated that now Overseas Citizen of India (OCIs) can enrol to
invest in NPS tier-1 accounts.
Source
23) Consider the following statements regarding National Health Profile.
4. It has been released by the Central Bureau of Health Intelligence (CBHI).
5. It covers comprehensive information on demographic, socio-economic health status, health finance
indicators, health infrastructure and health of human resources in the country.
6. There has been consistent decrease in the birth rate, death rate and natural growth rate in India since
1991 to 2017.
Which of the above statements is/ are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: d)
National Health Profile, 2019 has been released by the Central Bureau of Health Intelligence (CBHI). This is the
14th edition.
What is NHP?
• Prepared by the Central Bureau of Health Intelligence (CBHI).
• Covers comprehensive information on demographic, socio-economic health status, health finance indicators,
health infrastructure and health of human resources in the country.
• Objective: To create a versatile database of health information and making it available to all stakeholders in
the healthcare sector.
Key findings:
• Life expectancy in India has increased from 49.7 years in 1970-75 to 68.7 years in 2012-16. life expectancy
for females is 70.2 years and 67.4 years for males.
• Diabetes and hypertension rate are high among Indians while dengue and chikungunya are a cause of great
concern to public health.
• Highest population density of 11,320 people per square kilometre was reported by the National Capital
Territory of Delhi(NCT) whereas Arunachal Pradesh reported the lowest population density of 17.
• High incidence in the young and economically active population.
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There has been consistent decrease in the birth rate, death rate and natural growth rate in India since 1991 to 2017.
Source
24) Consider the following statements.
1. The National Counter Terrorism Centre (NCTC) is a federal anti-terror agency created in India, modelled on
the National Counterterrorism Center of the USA.
2. NATGRID is an intelligence sharing network that collates data from the standalone databases of the
various agencies and ministries of the Indian government.
3. NATGRID is a post Mumbai 26/11 attack measure.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 3
b) 1, 2
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
NATGRID:
• It is an ambitious counter terrorism programme.
• It will utilise technologies like Big Data and analytics to study and analyse the huge amounts of data from
various intelligence and enforcement agencies to help track suspected terrorists and prevent terrorist
attacks.
• It will connect, in different phases, data providing organisations and users besides developing a legal
structure through which information can be accessed by the law enforcement agencies.
• NATGRID is a post Mumbai 26/11 attack measure.
The National Counter Terrorism Centre (NCTC) is a proposed federal anti-terror agency to be created in India,
modelled on the National Counterterrorism Center of the USA.
25) Consider the following statements about eSamvad portal, sometimes seen in news.
a) A platform for NGOs and Civil Societies to interact with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
b) India’s first Government-to-Business (G2B) portal which aims at transforming and developing a
conducive business environment in the country.
c) It is a government services portal to inform the citizens about various government services under various
ministries and government entities.
d) A platform for NGOs and Civil Societies to interact with the Ministry of Women & Child Development.
Solution: d)
eSamvad is an initiative of the Ministry of Women and Child Development to provide a platform for NGOs and
civil society to interact with the Ministry on relevant subjects.
Source
26) Consider the following statements regarding 'Samudrayaan' project.
1. It is a pilot project of the Ministry of Earth Sciences for deep ocean mining for rare minerals.
2. It proposes to send men into the deep sea in a submersible vehicle for ocean studies.
3. The project has been undertaken by ISRO.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 3
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 2
d) 1, 2, 3
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Solution: c)
Samudrayaan:
It is a pilot project of the Ministry of Earth Sciences for deep ocean mining for rare minerals.
It proposes to send men into the deep sea in a submersible vehicle for ocean studies.
The project is expected to become a reality by 2021-22.
The project has been undertaken by the National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT).
Source
27) Consider the following statements regarding Mission Innovation (MI).
1. Mission Innovation (MI) is a Global Environment Facility (GEF) initiative to dramatically accelerate global
clean energy innovation.
2. As part of the initiative, participating countries have committed to double their governments’ clean
energy research and development (R&D) investments and encourage private sector investment in transformative
clean energy technologies.
3. India is the founder member of Mission Innovation (MI).
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
Mission Innovation was announced on November 30, 2015 due to pioneering efforts by India, France and USA, as
world leaders came together in Paris to undertake ambitious efforts to combat climate changes.
Mission Innovation (MI) is a global initiative of 24 countries and the European Union to dramatically accelerate
global clean energy innovation. As part of the initiative, participating countries have committed to double their
governments’ clean energy research and development (R&D) investments over five years, while encouraging greater
levels of private sector investment in transformative clean energy technologies. These additional resources are
expected to dramatically accelerate the availability of the advanced technologies that will define a future global
energy mix that is clean, affordable, and reliable.
Mission Innovation has identified eight (8) Innovation Challenges which are global calls to action aimed at
accelerating research, development, and demonstration (RD&D) in technology areas where increased international
attention would make a significant impact in shared fight against climate change.
The Innovation Challenges cover the entire spectrum of RD&D; from early stage research needs assessments to
technology demonstration projects. India is also co-leading Smart Grids, Off Grids and Sustainable Biofuels
Innovation and is actively participating in all ICs and other activities of MI.
Source
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4. Science and Technology
1) Consider the following statements regarding Elephant Endotheliotropic Herpes Virus (EEHV).
1. EEHVs is a type of herpesvirus that can cause a highly fatal haemorrhagic disease in young Asian
elephants.
2. Recently for the first time the virus has claimed the lives of elephants in an Indian zoo.
3. When EEHV is triggered, the symptoms are hardly visible.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: d)
EEHVs is a type of herpesvirus that can cause a highly fatal haemorrhagic disease in young Asian elephants.
Four calves between the ages of six and 10 have died in Nandan Kanan Zoo in Bhubaneswar, followed by the fifth
elephant that died in Chandaka forest.
The disease is caused by a virus called EEHV, or elephant endotheliotropic herpesvirus. The four deaths in Nandan
Kanan Zoo are the first reported cases of EEHV-related deaths in an Indian zoo.
Most elephants carry just as most humans carry a cold virus. When EEHV is triggered, the elephant dies of massive
internal bleeding and symptoms which are hardly visible.
Source
2) Consider the following statements regarding Trans-fats.
1. Trans fats are a form of unsaturated fat that come in both natural and artificial forms.
2. Industrial trans-fats are used in vegetable fats / oils and baked foods for longer shelf life.
2. FSSAI aims to reduce the industrially produced trans-fats on food supply to less than two per cent by
2022.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: d)
Recently ‘Trans Fat-Free’ logo was launched.
The logo has been launched to accelerate Food Safety and Standards Authority of India or FSSAI’s ‘Eat Right India’, a
movement to phase out trans-fat in the country.
Food outlets that use trans-fat free fats / oil and do not have industrial trans-fat more than 0.2g / 100g of food, can
display the logo.
FSSAI aims to reduce the industrially produced trans-fats on food supply to less than two per cent by 2022.
Trans fats, or trans-fatty acids, are a form of unsaturated fat. They come in both natural and artificial forms. Natural
trans fats occur in the meat and dairy from ruminant animals, such as cattle, sheep, and goats.
Industrial trans-fats are used in vegetable fats / oils, vanaspati, margarine and baked foods for longer shelf life.
India targets to eliminate trans-fat by 2022, a year ahead of the global target by the World Health Organization.
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Source
3) Consider the following statements regarding Measles and Rubella.
1. Measles is a viral infection of the respiratory system that can spread through contact with infected mucus
and saliva.
2. Rubella is a contagious disease that mostly affects children.
3. Rubella is usually mild in kids, but it can be more serious in pregnant women.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: d)

4) Consider the following statements.
1. According to WHO, No country in the southeast Asia region have successfully controlled Hepatitis B.
2. Hepatitis B is said to be controlled when the disease prevalence is reduced to less than 10% among
children less than five years of age.
3. In India, a nation-wide Hepatitis B vaccine was introduced in the Universal Immunisation Programme.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 3 only
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
On September 3, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal and Thailand became the first four countries in the World Health
Organization’s southeast Asia region to have successfully controlled hepatitis B.
The virus is said to be controlled when the disease prevalence is reduced to less than 1% among children less than
five years of age.
Despite the introduction of hepatitis B vaccine in the Universal Immunisation Programme in 2002 and scaling-up
nationwide in 2011, about one million people in India become chronically infected with the virus every year.
5) Consider the following statements regarding Hepatitis.
1. Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, and Hepatitis C are liver infections caused by three different viruses.
2. Hepatitis A is usually a short-term infection and does not become a long-term infection.
3. There are vaccines to prevent hepatitis A, hepatitis B and hepatitis C.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 3
d) 3 only
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Solution: a)
Hepatitis means inflammation of the liver. When the liver is inflamed or damaged, its function can be affected.
Causes: Heavy alcohol use, toxins, some medications, and certain medical conditions can all cause hepatitis.
However, hepatitis is often caused by a virus.
What is the difference between hepatitis A, hepatitis B, and hepatitis C?
Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, and Hepatitis C are liver infections caused by three different viruses.
1. Hepatitis A is usually a short-term infection and does not become a long-term infection.
2. Hepatitis B and hepatitis C can also begin as short-term infections but in some people, the virus remains in
the body, and causes chronic, or lifelong, infection.
There are vaccines to prevent hepatitis A and hepatitis B; however, there is no vaccine for hepatitis C.
The hepatitis B virus is spread when blood, semen, or other body fluid infected with the hepatitis B virus enters the
body of a person who is not infected.
6) Consider the following statements regarding Foot-and-mouth disease (FMD).
1. National Animal Disease Control Programme (NACDP) aims to control and eradicate the Foot & Mouth
Disease (FMD) and Brucellosis amongst the livestock in the country.
2. Foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) is highly infectious and can be spread by infected animals through
aerosols, through contact with contaminated farming equipment.
3. Humans infected with foot-and-mouth disease through contact with infected animals is extremely rare.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: d)
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the National Animal Disease Control Programme (NACDP) to control and
eradicate the Foot & Mouth Disease (FMD) and Brucellosis amongst the livestock in the country.
It is a 100% centrally funded programme.
It aims to control Foot and Mouth Disease and Brucellosis by 2025 with vaccination and eventual eradication by
2030.
About Foot-and-mouth disease:
• It is an infectious and sometimes fatal viral disease.
• Affects cloven-hoofed animals, including domestic and wild bovids.
• Symptoms: The virus causes a high fever for two or three days, followed by blisters inside the mouth and on
the feet that may rupture and cause lameness.
• The virus responsible for the disease is a picornavirus, the prototypic member of the genus Aphthovirus.
Foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) has severe implications for animal farming, since it is highly infectious and can be
spread by infected animals through aerosols, through contact with contaminated farming equipment, vehicles,
clothing, or feed, and by domestic and wild predators.
Humans can be infected with foot-and-mouth disease through contact with infected animals, but this is extremely
rare.
Because the virus that causes FMD is sensitive to stomach acid, it cannot spread to humans via consumption of
infected meat, except in the mouth before the meat is swallowed. Symptoms of FMD in humans include malaise,
fever, vomiting, red ulcerative lesions (surface-eroding damaged spots) of the oral tissues, and sometimes vesicular
lesions (small blisters) of the skin.
Source
7) Consider the following statements regarding Elastocaloric effect.
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1. When rubbers bands are twisted and untwisted, it produces a heating effect, which is called the
“elastocaloric” effect.
2. Elastocaloric effect, if harnessed, may be able to do away with the need of fluid refrigerants used in
fridges and air-conditioners.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: b)
When rubbers bands are twisted and untwisted, it produces a cooling effect. This is called the “elastocaloric” effect.
Researchers have found that the elastocaloric effect, if harnessed, may be able to do away with the need of fluid
refrigerants used in fridges and air-conditioners.
In the elastocaloric effect, the transfer of heat works much the same way as when fluid refrigerants are compressed
and expanded. When a rubber band is stretched, it absorbs heat from its environment, and when it is released, it
gradually cools down.
Source
8) Consider the following statements.
1. Iodine is a vital micro-nutrient for optimal mental and physical development of human beings.
2. Rajasthan produces maximum amount of salt in the country followed by Gujarat.
3. Deficiency of iodine can result in hypothyroidism, abortion, still births, mental retardation and
psychomotor defects.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
India Iodine Survey report has been released. The survey was conducted by Nutrition International in collaboration
with the AIIMS and the Indian Coalition for the Control of Iodine Deficiency Disorders (ICCIDD). Iodised salt is salt with
at least 15 parts per million of iodine.
Gujarat produces 71% of salt in the country, followed by Rajasthan at 17% and Tamil Nadu at 11%.
Tamil Nadu (61.9%) has the lowest consumption of iodized salt despite being the third biggest producer of salt in the
country.
Iodine is a vital micro-nutrient for optimal mental and physical development of human beings.
Deficiency of iodine can result in a range of disabilities and disorders such as goitre, hypothyroidism, cretinism,
abortion, still births, mental retardation and psychomotor defects.
Source
9) Consider the following statements about rare disease.
1. Rare disease is the one which occurs rarely during extreme weather conditions.
2. Most rare diseases are genetic in nature.
3. The most common rare diseases recorded in India are Haemophilia, Thalassemia and sickle-cell anaemia.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 3 only
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c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
A rare disease, also referred to as an orphan disease, is any disease that affects a small percentage of the population.
Most rare diseases are genetic, and are present throughout a person’s entire life, even if symptoms do not
immediately appear.
▪ The most common rare diseases recorded in India are Haemophilia, Thalassemia, sickle-cell anaemia and
primary immuno deficiency in children, auto-immune diseases, Lysosomal storage disorders such as Pompe
disease, Hirschsprung disease, Gaucher’s disease, Cystic Fibrosis, Hemangiomas and certain forms of muscular
dystrophies.
Source
10) Consider the following statements regarding Green Crackers.
1. Green crackers contain less amount of chemicals such as lithium, arsenic, barium and lead compared to
regular crackers.
2. Green crackers release water vapour and don't allow the dust particles to rise.
3. In India, green crackers are researched and developed by scientists at DRDO.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2 only
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 3
Solution: b)
In October 2018, the Supreme Court allowed bursting of low-emission crackers relaxing the 'complete ban' issued in
2017. Such 'green' crackers were researched and developed by scientists at CSIR-NEERI as per the court's directions.
'Green' crackers have a small shell size compared to traditional crackers. They are produced using less harmful raw
materials and have additives which reduce emissions by suppressing dust.
Green crackers don't contain banned chemicals such as lithium, arsenic, barium and lead. They are called Safe Water
Releaser (SWAS), Safe Thermite Cracker (STAR) and Safe Minimal Aluminium (SAFAL) crackers.
Green crackers release water vapour and don't allow the dust particles to rise. They are designed to have 30% less
particulate matter pollution.
Source
11) Consider the following statements about Black Holes
1. Most Black holes are formed from the remnants of a large star that dies in a supernova explosion.
2. Black holes were predicted by Einstein's theory of general relativity.
3. Scientists can directly observe black holes with telescopes that detect x-rays, light, or other forms of
electromagnetic radiation.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2 only
d) 2, 3
Solution: a)
The idea of an object in space so massive and dense that light could not escape it has been around for centuries.
Most famously, black holes were predicted by Einstein's theory of general relativity, which showed that when a
massive star dies, it leaves behind a small, dense remnant core.
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Scientists can't directly observe black holes with telescopes that detect x-rays, light, or other forms of
electromagnetic radiation. We can, however, infer the presence of black holes and study them by detecting their
effect on other matter nearby. If a black hole passes through a cloud of interstellar matter, for example, it will draw
matter inward in a process known as accretion. A similar process can occur if a normal star passes close to a black
hole. In this case, the black hole can tear the star apart as it pulls it toward itself. As the attracted matter accelerates
and heats up, it emits x-rays that radiate into space. Recent discoveries offer some tantalizing evidence that black
holes have a dramatic influence on the neighborhoods around them - emitting powerful gamma ray bursts,
devouring nearby stars, and spurring the growth of new stars in some areas while stalling it in others.
Most black holes form from the remnants of a large star that dies in a supernova explosion.
Source
12) Which of the following are considered as White goods?
1. Air conditioners
2. Washing machine
3. Computers
4. Radio
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1, 2, 3
b) 1, 2
c) 2, 3, 4
d) 1, 2, 3, 4
Solution: b)
Heavy consumer durables such as air conditioners, refrigerators, stoves, etc., which used to be painted only in white
enamel finish. Despite their availability in varied colors now, they are still called white goods.
Brown goods are relatively light electronic consumer durables such as TVs, radios, digital media players, and
computers.
Source
13) Consider the following statements regarding Salmonella.
1. It is a group of bacteria that can cause food-borne illnesses.
2. World Health Organisation (WHO) identifies Salmonella as one of the key global causes of diarrhoeal
diseases.
3. Only children under the age of 5 are at highest risk for Salmonella infection.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2 only
d) 2, 3
Solution: a)
Salmonella is a group of bacteria that can cause food-borne illnesses known as salmonellosis.
The World Health Organisation (WHO) identifies Salmonella as one of four key global causes of diarrhoeal diseases.
• Children under the age of 5 are at highest risk for Salmonella infection.
• Older adults and people with weakened immune systems too, are likely to have severe infections.
14) Consider the following statements regarding Pneumonia.
1. Pneumonia is a form of acute respiratory infection that affects the lungs.
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2. Pneumonia is the single largest infectious cause of death in children worldwide.
3. Pneumonia is caused by viruses, bacteria and fungi.
4. Pneumonia is only preventable and not treatable.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 3, 4
b) 2, 3, 4
c) 1, 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3, 4
Solution: c)
•
•
•
•
•
•

The World Health Organisation (WHO) identifies pneumonia is the single largest cause of death in children
worldwide.
Every year, it kills an estimated 1.4 million children under the age of five years, accounting for 18% of all
deaths of children under five years old worldwide, according to the WHO. This, despite pneumonia being
preventable and treatable.
Infectious agents may include bacteria, viruses and fungi.
Streptococcus pneumoniae is the most common cause of bacterial pneumonia in children, and Haemophilus
influenzae type b (Hib) is the second most common cause of bacterial pneumonia. Respiratory syncytial
virus is the most common viral cause of pneumonia.
Air sacs in an infected individual’s lungs (alveoli) become inflamed due to deposits of fluid and pus, making it
painful and difficult for them to breathe.
Children and the elderly above the age of 65 years are especially vulnerable.

15) Consider the following statements regarding Air-independent propulsion (AIP).
1. Air-independent propulsion (AIP) is a marine propulsion technology that allows a nonnuclear submarine to operate without access to atmospheric oxygen.
2. Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) has a force multiplier effect on the lethality of a diesel-electric
submarine as it enhances the submerged endurance of the boat, several folds.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: c)
Air-independent propulsion (AIP) is any marine propulsion technology that allows a non-nuclear submarine to
operate without access to atmospheric oxygen. AIP can augment or replace the diesel-electric propulsion system of
non-nuclear vessels.
Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) has a force multiplier effect on the lethality of a diesel-electric submarine as it
enhances the submerged endurance of the boat, several folds.
Source
16) Consider the following statements about Earth BioGenome Project (EBP).
1. It is an initiative that aims to sequence and catalog the genomes of all of Earth's eukaryotic species.
2. The initiative would produce an open DNA database of biological information that provides a platform for
scientific research and supports environmental and conservation initiatives.
3. It was launched by U.S National Institutes of Health (NIH).
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 3
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 2
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d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
International biologists have launched Earth BioGenome Project (EBP), an initiative that aims to sequence and
catalog the genomes of all of Earth's currently described eukaryotic species over a period of ten years. The initiative
would produce an open DNA database of biological information that provides a platform for scientific research and
supports environmental and conservation initiatives.
Source
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5. International Relations and Organisations
1) Consider the following statements.
1. Saudi Arabia is the largest supplier of crude oil to India.
2. India aims to bring down its oil import to less than 50% by 2022 by replacing it with local exploration,
renewable energy and indigenous ethanol fuel.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: d)
Saudi Arabia is India’s second-biggest oil supplier after Iraq.
India imports 82% of its oil needs and aims to bring that down to 67% by 2022 by replacing it with local exploration,
renewable energy and indigenous ethanol fuel.
Source
2) Consider the following statements.
1. Generation Unlimited is the initiative of World Bank, that provides an agenda that all countries must do
more to support the education, skills and empowerment of young people.
2. India launched a national initiative YuWaah which is linked to the ‘Generation Unlimited’ movement.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: b)
India is one of the first countries in the world to launch a national initiative (YuWaah) which is linked to the global
‘Generation Unlimited’ movement, that started in New York last year.
In 2018, Unicef initiated the ‘Generation Unlimited’ partnership at the global level. It provides an agenda that all
countries can or must do more to support the education, skills and empowerment of young people.
By 2030, YuWaah aims to work with private sector to create aspirational economic opportunities for 50 million
young women and 50 million young men through a focus on job opportunities.
Source
3) Rhi-Tiddim Road Project, sometimes seen in news is developed by India in which country?
a) Bangladesh
b) Bhutan
c) Afghanistan
d) Myanmar
Solution: d)
Source
4) Consider the following statements regarding Global Fund for AIDS, TB and Malaria (GFTAM).
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1. It is a United Nations fund to attract, leverage and invest resources to end the epidemics of HIV/AIDS,
tuberculosis and malaria to support attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals.
2. India has had a sustained partnership with the Global Fund both as a recipient and as a donor.
3. India’s contribution to the GFTAM for the 6th replenishment cycle (2020-22) saw an increase over the
amount contributed in the 5th cycle.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
India has announced a contribution of $22 million to the Global Fund for AIDS, TB and Malaria (GFTAM) for the 6th
replenishment cycle (2020-22). This is an increase of 10 per cent over the amount contributed by the us in the 5th
cycle.
The Global Fund is a partnership designed to accelerate the end of AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. As an
international organization, the Global Fund mobilizes and invests more than $4 billion a year to support programs
run by local experts in more than 100 countries.
India has had a sustained partnership with the Global Fund since 2002 both as a recipient and as a donor.
India was the first implementing country to host a replenishment milestone of the Global Fund and now has become
first among G20, BRICS and implementer countries to announce the pledge for the 6th Replenishment Conference,
setting precedent for other donors to contribute generously for the cause.
Source
5) Which of the following are called Cotton Four Countries?
1. Benin
2. India
3. Chad
4. Pakistan
5. Mali
6. Burkina Faso
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1, 2, 3, 4
b) 1, 3, 5, 6
c) 2, 3, 4, 6
d) 2, 4, 5, 6
Solution: b)
7 October was observed as World Cotton Day, an initiative of the so-called Cotton Four (Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad
and Mali), supported by the WTO and a few United Nations (UN) organizations.
Source
6) Consider the following statements regarding Gold reserves, according to the latest release by the World Gold
Council.
1. IMF is ranked first in the total gold reserves followed by US.
2. India is in the list of top ten countries in terms of total gold reserves.
3. India has more than 20% of the share held in gold in total foreign reserves.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
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b) 2, 3
c) 2 only
d) 1, 3
Solution: c)
As per the World Gold Council's (WGC) data, India has 618.2 tonnes of the yellow metal as holdings, which is 6.9 per
cent of the share held in gold in total foreign reserves. United States (US) has the largest holding with 8133.5 tonnes,
followed by Germany with 3366 tonnes and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) with 2814 tonnes.
India has pipped the Netherlands to move into the list of top ten countries in terms of total gold reserves.
In terms of individual countries, India actually ranks ninth since the International Monetary Fund (IMF) occupies the
third position after the U.S. and Germany.
Source
7) Consider the following statements regarding WHO India Country Cooperation Strategy 2019–2023.
1. It is a strategic roadmap for the WHO to work with the Indian government towards achieving its health
sector goals.
2. The India Country Cooperation Strategy is one of the first that fully aligns itself with the newly
adopted WHO 13th General Programme of Work and its ‘triple billion’ targets.
3. WHO ‘Triple Billion’ targets aim for One billion more people to be benefitted from Universal Health
Coverage (UHC).
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: d)
‘The WHO India Country Cooperation Strategy 2019–2023: A Time of Transition’ has been launched.
The India CCS is one of the first that fully aligns itself with the newly adopted WHO 13th General Programme of
Work and its ‘triple billion’ targets, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and WHO South-East Asia Region’s
eight Flagship Priorities.
It captures the work of the United Nations Sustainable Development Framework for 2018–2022.
The CCS outlines how WHO can support the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare and other allied Ministries to drive
impact at the country level.
WHO ‘Triple Billion’ targets:
It is a strategic plan for the next five years.
It aims for:
1. One billion more people to be benefitted from Universal Health Coverage (UHC)
2. One billion more people to be protected from health emergencies
3. One billion more people to be covered for better health and well-being.
Source
8) Consider the following statements regarding Technical Assistance Programme (TAP) for Cotton.
1. India implements a Technical Assistance Programme (TAP) for cotton in all cotton growing African
countries.
2. India is providing assistance to strengthen both the agriculture and textile part of the cotton value chain in
Africa.
3. The second phase of Technical Assistance Programme (TAP) for Cotton is scaled up in size and coverage
and will be introduced in some South Asian Countries.
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Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2 only
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: b)
India implemented a technical assistance programme (TAP) for cotton in six African countries, namely Benin, Burkina
Faso, Chad, Malawi, Nigeria and Uganda, from 2012 to 2018.
In the five year long second phase, the programme will be scaled up in size and coverage and will be introduced in
five additional countries, namely Mali, Ghana, Togo, Zambia and Tanzania. The Cotton TAP programme will now
cover 11 African countries including the C4 (Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad and Mali)".
India is also engaging meaningfully in providing assistance to strengthen both the agriculture and textile part of the
cotton value chain in Africa through training and capacity-building of farmers, scientists, government officials and
industry representatives and through the creation of cotton-related infrastructure.
Source
9) Operation Peace Spring, recently seen in news was conducted by
a) Saudi Arabia
b) USA
c) Turkey
d) Yemen
Solution: c)
The 2019 Turkish offensive into north-eastern Syria, code-named by Turkey as Operation Peace Spring is an ongoing
cross-border military operation conducted by the Turkish Armed Forces (TAF) and the Syrian National Army (SNA)
against the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) and the Syrian Arab Army (SAA) in north-eastern Syria.
10) Consider the following statements regarding Indian Ocean Conference.
1. Indian Ocean Conference has been initiated by Indian Ocean Rim Association.
2. It is an annual conference that aims to bring together Heads of States/Governments, Ministers, thought
leaders, scholars, diplomats, bureaucrats and practitioners from across the region on a single platform.
3. Fishing in the Indian Ocean now accounts for almost 50% of the world’s total.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2 only
c) 1, 3
d) 2, 3
Solution: b)
Fourth Indian Ocean Conference 2019 was recently held in Male, capital of Maldives.
Indian Ocean Conference is Initiated by India Foundation along with its partners from Singapore, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh.
It is an annual effort to bring together Heads of States/Governments, Ministers, Thought Leaders, scholars,
diplomats, bureaucrats and practitioners from across the region.
Indian Ocean is also rich in natural resources. 40% of the world’s offshore oil production takes place in the Indian
Ocean basin.
Fishing in the Indian Ocean now accounts for almost 15% of the world’s total.
www.insightsonindia.com

37

www.insightsactivelearn.com

Fordow Nuclear Plant, recently seen in news is located in
a) Russia
b) Japan
c) China
d) Iran
Solution: d)
Iran resumed uranium enrichment at its underground Fordow nuclear facility.
Source
11) Consider the following statements regarding Conference of Military Medicine for Shanghai Co-operation
Organisation (SCO) Member States.
1. The conference was the first Military co-operation event hosted by India, under the SCO Defence Cooperation Plan 2019-2020.
2. It was to share best practices in the field of military medicine, build capacities and overcome common
challenges.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: d)
The first conference of Military Medicine for Shanghai Co-operation Organisation (SCO) Member States was held
here on 12 – 13 September, 2019. The conference is the first Military co-operation event hosted by India, under the
SCO Defence Co-operation Plan 2019-2020, after it became a SCO Member State in 2017.
The conference was conducted by the Indian Armed Forces under the aegis of Headquarters Integrated Defence
Staff (HQ IDS), with the aim to share best practices in the field of military medicine, build capacities and overcome
common challenges.
Source
12) Consider the following statements about Global Cool Coalition.
1. The Cool Coalition aims to accelerate action on the transition to clean and efficient cooling.
2. It was launched at Katowice Climate Change Conference.
3. The Cool Coalition is led by UN Environment alone.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 3 only
Solution: c)
As global temperatures rise and the growing energy demands of air conditioning threaten to emit more greenhouse
gases, over 20 leaders recently committed to a new global effort on clean and efficient cooling.
Launched at the First Global Conference on Synergies between the 2030 Agenda and Paris Agreement, the Cool
Coalition aims to inspire ambition and accelerate action on the transition to clean and efficient cooling.
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The coalition includes ministers of environment from Chile and Rwanda and Foreign Affairs from Denmark as well
as the heads of Danish engineering firm Danfoss and ENGIE, and the leaders of civil society, research, academia and
intergovernmental institutions.
The Cool Coalition is a global effort led by UN Environment, the Climate and Clean Air Coalition, the Kigali Cooling
Efficiency Program, and Sustainable Energy for All (SEforALL).
The Cool Coalition is a unified front that links action across the Kigali Amendment, Paris Agreement and Sustainable
Development Goals.
Source
13) Which of the following are the member states of Shanghai Co-operation Organisation (SCO).
1. Kazakhstan
2. Kyrgyzstan
3. Uzbekistan
4. Turkmenistan
5. Russia
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1, 2, 3, 5
b) 1, 2, 3, 4
c) 1, 2, 4, 5
d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
Solution: a)
Presently, the SCO comprises eight member states, namely the Republic of India, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the
People’s Republic of China, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Russian Federation, the
Republic of Tajikistan, and the Republic of Uzbekistan;
14) Consider the following statements about International Labour Organisation (ILO).
1. ILO is the only tripartite U.N. agency since 1919, that brings together governments, employers and workers
of its member States.
2. India has ratified more than half of the ILO conventions.
3. ILO is celebrating its 100th anniversary in 2019.
4. Future of Work initiative was launched by ILO.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2, 3
b) 2, 3, 4
c) 1, 2, 3, 4
d) 1, 3, 4
Solution: d)
•
•
•
•

ILO is the only tripartite U.N. agency, since 1919 that brings together governments, employers and workers
of 187 member States, to set labour standards, develop policies and devise programmes promoting decent
work for all women and men.
India being a founding member has played an active role in every field of the organization. India has ratified
47 out of 189 ILO conventions during the century.
ILO is celebrating its 100th anniversary in 2019.
In order to understand and to respond effectively to new challenges, ILO launched a “Future of Work
initiative” in order to advance its mandate for social justice.

Source
www.insightsonindia.com

39

www.insightsactivelearn.com

15) Consider the following statements regarding LOTUS-HR programme.
1. LOTUS-HR is an Indo-Israel partnership that aims for waste water management approach that will produce
clean water which can be reused for various purposes.
2. The second phase of LOTUS-HR programme will now treat 10,000 litres per day of sewage water in the
Barapullah drain.
3. It is supported by the department of biotechnology, ministry of science and technology, Government of
India.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
The second phase of the Local Treatment of Urban Sewage Streams for Healthy Reuse (LOTUS-HR) programme —
which will now treat 10,000 litres per day of sewage water in the Barapullah drain, was jointly inaugurated by the
Netherlands King Willem-Alexander and Queen Maxima.
Dutch and Indian companies are contributing to the project by sharing their existing technologies.
The first phase of the LOTUS-HR project was launched in July 2017 through an Indo-Dutch partnership which aimed
at demonstrating a holistic water management approach. Only around 100-200 litres per day of sewage water was
being treated in the first phase. “However, following its success, the model has been scaled up which would
considerably improve the Barapullah drain”.
The LOTUS-HR project is jointly supported by the department of biotechnology, ministry of science and technology,
Government of India and Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research/STW, Government of the Netherlands.
Source
16) Consider the following statements regarding United Nations Peacekeeping.
1. United Nations Peacekeeping helps countries torn by conflict create conditions for lasting peace.
2. Its first mission involved the establishment of the UN Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO), which
served to observe and maintain ceasefire during the 1948 Arab-Israeli War.
3. UN Peacekeeping is guided by the principle of complete Non-use of force.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 3
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 2
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
United Nations Peacekeeping was created in 1948. Its first mission involved the establishment of the UN Truce
Supervision Organization (UNTSO), which served to observe and maintain ceasefire during the 1948 Arab-Israeli War.
1. United Nations Peacekeeping helps countries torn by conflict create conditions for lasting peace.
2. Peacekeeping has proven to be one of the most effective tools available to the UN to assist host countries
navigate the difficult path from conflict to peace.
UN Peacekeeping is guided by three basic principles:
1. Consent of the parties.
2. Impartiality
3. Non-use of force except in self-defence and defence of the mandate.
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Source
17) New Arrangement to Borrow (NAB), a funding mechanism, recently seen in news is related to which bank
a) World Bank
b) Asian Development Bank
c) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
d) International Monetary Fund
Solution: d)
The New Arrangement to Borrow is the fund mobilization arrangement of the IMF to mobilise additional funds
through borrowing from member countries. Under NAB, member countries and institutions can stand ready to lend
to the Fund.
Source
18) Consider the following statements about International Finance Corporation (IFC)
1. It is a sister organization of the IMF.
2. It is the largest global development institution focused exclusively on the private sector in developing
countries.
3. Its goals are to increase sustainable agriculture opportunities, improve healthcare and education.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
IFC—a sister organization of the World Bank and member of the World Bank Group—is the largest global
development institution focused exclusively on the private sector in developing countries. The Bank Group has set
two goals for the world to achieve by 2030: end extreme poverty and promote shared prosperity in every country.
•

The IFC is owned and governed by its member countries, but has its own executive leadership and staff that
conduct its normal business operations.
• It is a corporation whose shareholders are member governments that provide paid-in capital and which have
the right to vote on its matters.
Functions:
• It offers an array of debt and equity financing services and helps companies face their risk exposures, while
refraining from participating in a management capacity.
• The corporation also offers advice to companies on making decisions, evaluating their impact on the
environment and society, and being responsible.
• It advises governments on building infrastructure and partnerships to further support private sector
development.
Since 2009, the IFC has focused on a set of development goals that its projects are expected to target. Its goals are to
increase sustainable agriculture opportunities, improve healthcare and education, increase access to financing
for microfinance and business clients, advance infrastructure, help small businesses grow revenues, and invest
in climate health.
Source
19) Consider the following statements regarding Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU).
1. The Inter-Parliamentary Union is the UN organization consisting of national parliaments.
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2. The IPU facilitates parliamentary diplomacy and empowers parliaments and parliamentarians to promote
peace, democracy and sustainable development around the world.
3. A resolution is passed by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), urging legislatures to achieve Zero Hunger
by 2030.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 3
b) 2, 3
c) 2 only
d) 1, 2
Solution: c)
The IPU is the global organization of national parliaments.
The IPU facilitates parliamentary diplomacy and empowers parliaments and parliamentarians to promote peace,
democracy and sustainable development around the world.
A resolution passed by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), an international organisation of parliaments of sovereign
states, has urged legislatures to achieve Universal Health Coverage (UHC) by 2030.
Source
20) Consider the following statements regarding World Energy Council.
1. World Energy Council is the UN-accredited global energy body, representing the entire energy spectrum
composed of governments, private and state corporations, academia, NGOs and energy-related stakeholders.
2. World Energy Congress is the World Energy Council’s global flagship event, which is the longest-running
and most influential energy event in the world.
3. India hosted the 2019 World Energy Congress.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2 only
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: a)
Abu Dhabi hosted the 24th World Energy Congress.
World Energy Congress is the World Energy Council’s global flagship event.
• It offers a unique platform for global energy leaders to explore new energy futures, critical innovation areas,
and new strategies.
• Held every three years and positioned as the flagship event of the World Energy Council, the Congress is the
longest-running and most influential energy event in the world.
World Energy Council:
• Formed in 1923, the Council is the UN-accredited global energy body, representing the entire energy
spectrum,
• Composed of more than 3,000 member organisations located in over 90 countries and drawn from
governments, private and state corporations, academia, NGOs and energy-related stakeholders.
21) Consider the following statements regarding International Treaty of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture (ITPGRFA).
1. It is a comprehensive international agreement for ensuring food security through the conservation,
exchange and sustainable use of the world’s Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.
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2. It aims to ensure that recipients share benefits they derive from the use of the plant genetic materials
with the countries where they have been originated.
3. It is not mandatory to ratify the treaty for accessing Plant Genetic materials.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 3
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 2
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
The International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture was adopted by the Thirty-First Session
of the Conference of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations on 3 November 2001.
• It is also known as Seed Treaty as it is a comprehensive international agreement for ensuring food security
through the conservation, exchange and sustainable use of the world’s Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture (PGRFA).
The Treaty aims at:
1. recognizing the enormous contribution of farmers to the diversity of crops that feed the world;
2. establishing a global system to provide farmers, plant breeders and scientists with access to plant genetic
materials;
3. ensuring that recipients share benefits they derive from the use of these genetic materials with the countries
where they have been originated.
Main Provisions:
Multilateral system: The treaty puts 64 of our most important crops – crops that together account for 80 percent of
the food we derive from plants – into an easily accessible global pool of genetic resources that is freely available to
potential users in the Treaty’s ratifying nations for some uses.
Access and benefit sharing: The Treaty facilitates access to the genetic materials of the 64 crops in the Multilateral
System for research, breeding and training for food and agriculture. Those who access the materials must be from
the Treaty’s ratifying nations and they must agree to use the materials totally for research, breeding and training for
food and agriculture. The Treaty prevents the recipients of genetic resources from claiming intellectual property
rights over those resources in the form in which they received them.
22) Consider the following statements regarding Eurasian economic union.
1. It is an international organization for regional economic integration.
2. It has international legal personality and is established by the Treaty on the Eurasian Economic Union.
3. Russia, Belarus, Armenia and Uzbekistan are the Member-States of the Eurasian Economic Union.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 3
b) 1 only
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2
Solution: d)
Eurasian economic union:
• It is an international organization for regional economic integration.
• It has international legal personality and is established by the Treaty on the Eurasian Economic Union.
• Composition: Includes Russia, Belarus, Armenia, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan.
• It has free movement of goods, services and labour.
• It has its own bureaucratic structure.
Source
www.insightsonindia.com

43

www.insightsactivelearn.com

23) Consider the following statements about Special 301 Report.
1. It is prepared annually by the World Bank.
2. The Report includes a list of "Priority Foreign Countries", "Priority Watch List" and a "Watch List" countries
which are judged on the basis of intellectual property laws.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: b)
The Special 301 Report is prepared annually by the Office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR) that
identifies trade barriers to United States companies and products due to the intellectual property laws, such
as copyright, patents and trademarks, in other countries.
The annual Special 301 Report includes a list of "Priority Foreign Countries", that are judged to have inadequate
intellectual property laws; these countries may be subject to sanctions. In addition, the report contains a "Priority
Watch List" and a "Watch List", containing countries whose intellectual property regimes are deemed of concern.
Source
24) Consider the following statements regarding US-India Defence Technology and Trade Initiative.
1. It is a mechanism to make sure that senior leaders from both countries are engaged consistently to
strengthen the opportunities in the field of defence.
2. It aims to strengthen India’s defence industrial base, exploring new areas of technological development
and expanding U.S.-India business ties.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: c)
In August 2018, the US granted to India the designation of Strategic Trade Authority Tier 1 or STA-1, “providing India
with greater supply-chain efficiency by allowing US companies to export a greater range of dual-use and hightechnology items to India under streamlined processes.” This authorisation is the equivalent of NATO allying with
Japan, South Korea and Australia.
DTTI came about to expedite the scope of cooperation on defence technology that become narrow due to the
presence of differing bureaucratic processes and legal requirements.
While DTTI is not a treaty or law, it is a flexible mechanism to make sure that senior leaders from both countries are
engaged consistently to strengthen the opportunities in the field of defence. Its central aims include strengthening
India’s defence industrial base, exploring new areas of technological development and expanding U.S.-India business
ties.
Source
25) Consider the following statements regarding Kartarpur Sahib pilgrim corridor.
1. It is a visa-free border crossing and secure corridor, connecting the Gurdwara Darbar
Sahib in Pakistan to the border with India.
2. The gurdwara in Kartarpur stands on the bank of the river Ravi.
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3. The place holds significance because the first guru of Sikhism, Guru Nanak was born in Kartarpur.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1 only
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 3
Solution: a)
The Kartarpur Corridor is a visa-free border crossing and secure corridor, connecting the Gurdwara Darbar
Sahib in Pakistan to the border with India.
1. The gurdwara in Kartarpur stands on the bank of the Ravi, about 120 km northeast of Lahore.
2. It was here that Guru Nanak assembled a Sikh community and lived for 18 years until his death in 1539.
26) Consider the following statements about International Maritime Organization (IMO).
1. It is independent to United Nations.
2. It is the global standard-setting authority for the safety, security and environmental performance of
international shipping.
3. India was re-elected as Member to the Council of the International Maritime Organization for two years
(2018-19).
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
The International Maritime Organization – is the United Nations specialized agency with responsibility for the safety
and security of shipping and the prevention of marine pollution by ships.
The IMO’s primary purpose is to develop and maintain a comprehensive regulatory framework for shipping and its
remit today includes safety, environmental concerns, legal matters, technical co-operation, maritime security and the
efficiency of shipping.
India was re-elected as Member of International Maritime Council for two years (2018-19)
Source
27) Consider the following statements regarding Cape Town Agreement, sometimes seen in news.
1. Cape Town Agreement was adopted by the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) to
help combat illegal, unregulated and unreported (IUU) fishing.
2. It seeks to introduce mandatory safety measures for fishing vessels.
3. India was the first country to sign and ratify the agreement.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 3
b) 2 only
c) 1, 2
d) 2, 3
Solution: b)
India, ranked third in fisheries, is yet to ratify a global regulatory regime adopted by the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) for safety of fishing vessels.
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Cape Town Agreement seeks to introduce mandatory safety measures for fishing vessels of 24 metres and over in
length.
The Cape Town Agreement was adopted by the IMO in 2012 to help combat illegal, unregulated and unreported
(IUU) fishing.
The treaty will enter into force 12 months after at least 22 nations, with an aggregate 3,600 fishing vessels of 24
metres and over in length operating on the high seas, have expressed their consent to be bound by it.
The Cape Town Agreement includes mandatory international requirements for stability and associated
seaworthiness, machinery and electrical installations, life-saving appliances, communications equipment and fire
protection, as well as fishing vessel construction. It is aimed at facilitating better control of fishing vessel safety by
flag, port and coastal states.
Source
28) Consider the following statements about United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP).
1. It is the regional development arm of the United Nations for the Asia-Pacific region, established in 2000.
2. It is the largest United Nations body serving the Asia-Pacific region.
3. India is the founder member of UNESCAP.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 3
d) 2 only
Solution: b)
The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) is the regional development
arm of the United Nations for the Asia-Pacific region.
ESCAP is the most comprehensive of the United Nations five regional commissions, and the largest United Nations
body serving the Asia-Pacific region.
Established in 1947 with its headquarters in Bangkok, Thailand, ESCAP works to overcome some of the region’s
greatest challenges by providing results-oriented projects, technical assistance and capacity building to member
States.
India, founder member of UNESCAP, has been closely involved and played a prominent role in its deliberations from
its initial years.
Source
29) Consider the following statements about WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC).
1. It is the first global health treaty negotiated under the auspices of the World Health Organization.
2. is an evidence-based treaty that reaffirms the right of all people to the highest standard of health.
3. It involves the demand reduction strategies as well as supply reduction issues for tobacco.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: d)
The WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC) is the first global health treaty negotiated under
the auspices of the World Health Organization. This convention is an evidence-based treaty that reaffirms the right
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of all people to the highest standard of health. It represents a paradigm shift in developing a regulatory strategy to
address addictive substances; in contrast to previous drug control treaties, the WHO FCTC asserts the importance of
demand reduction strategies as well as supply reduction issues.
The WHO FCTC was developed in response to the globalization of the tobacco epidemic.
Source
30) Consider the following statements regarding Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC).
1. Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is an inter-governmental forum for Pacific Rim member
economies that promotes free trade throughout the Asia-Pacific region.
2. APEC is recognized as one of the highest-level multilateral blocs and oldest forums in the Asia-Pacific
region
3. China, Russia and India are the members of APEC.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 3
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 2
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is an inter-governmental forum for 21 Pacific Rim member economies that
promotes free trade throughout the Asia-Pacific region.
Headquartered in Singapore, the APEC is recognized as one of the highest-level multilateral blocs and oldest forums
in the Asia-Pacific region, and exerts a significant global influence.
India has requested membership in APEC, and received initial support from the United States, Japan, Australia and
Papua New Guinea.
31) Consider the following statements about Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC).
1. OPEC is a group of all the oil-producing nations.
2. The mission of OPEC is to unify the petroleum policies of its Member Countries and ensure regular supply of
petroleum to consumers.
3. Iran, Iraq, United Arab Emirates and Qatar are the members of OPEC.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2 only
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: b)
The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is a group of oil-producing nations that was first
established in Baghdad, Iraq, in 1961.
As of January 2019, OPEC has 14 member countries. They are: Algeria, Angola, Ecuador, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon,
Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Nigeria, the Republic of the Congo, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, and Venezuela.
Indonesia is a former member, and Qatar is no longer the member of OPEC from 1 January 2019.
Russia is the oil exporting countries, while it is not a member of OPEC.
Source
32) Consider the following statements regarding Agreement on Reciprocal Logistics Support (ARLS).
1. It is a defence agreement between India and USA.
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2. The agreement will simplify interoperability and enable military platforms to receive support and supplies
across bases in both nations.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: b)
India and Russia are finalising a defence agreement that will simplify interoperability and enable military platforms to
receive support and supplies across bases in both nations- Agreement on Reciprocal Logistics Support (ARLS).
It is an arrangement that will allow access to India and Russia, to each other’s military facilities for supplies and fuel,
expanding the logistics support and operational turnaround of the Indian military.
Source
33) Consider the following statements regarding Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI).
1. Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) is an international coalition of countries, United
Nations (UN) agencies, multilateral development banks, the private sector, and academic institutions, that aims to
promote disaster-resiliant infrastructure.
2. It was launched at the 2019 UN Climate Action Summit.
3. It aims to achieve substantial changes in member countries' policy frameworks and future infrastructure
investments.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: d)
CDRI:
Launched by Modi in September 2019 at the UN Secretary-General’s Climate Action Summit in New York, US.
• A platform where knowledge is generated and exchanged on different aspects of disaster and climate
resilience of infrastructure.
• It will create a mechanism to assist countries to upgrade their capacities and practices, with regard to
infrastructure development in accordance with their risk context and economic needs.
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6. Polity
1) Consider the following statements regarding 6th Schedule of Constitution of India.
1. It deals with the administration of the tribal areas in the states of Assam, Manipur, Tripura and Mizoram.
2. The governor is empowered to organise and re-organise the autonomous districts.
3. The Constitution (125th Amendment) Bill, 2019 seeks to increase the financial and executive powers of the
Autonomous Councils in the Sixth Schedule areas.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 3 only
c) 1, 3
d) 2, 3
Solution: d)
•
•
•
•
•

6th schedule deals with the administration of the tribal areas in the four northeastern states of Assam,
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.
The governor is empowered to organise and re-organise the autonomous districts.
If there are different tribes in an autonomous district, the governor can divide the district into several
autonomous regions.
The governor can appoint a commission to examine and report on any matter relating to the administration of
the autonomous districts or regions. He may dissolve a district or regional council on the recommendation of the
commission.
125th amendment bill seeks to increase the financial and executive powers of the 10 Autonomous Councils in the
Sixth Schedule areas of the northeastern region.

Source
2) Consider the following statements regarding President’s Rule in India.
1. President’s Rule is imposed when the government of the state cannot be carried on in accordance with the
provisions of the Constitution.
2. The imposition of the President’s rule is approved by the president and does not require the sanction of the
Parliament.
3. A proclamation of President’s Rule may be revoked by the President at any time by a subsequent
proclamation without parliamentary approval.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 3
d) 1, 2
Solution: c)
Article 356 of the Constitution of India gives President of India the power to suspend state government and impose
President’s rule of any state in the country if “if he is satisfied that a situation has arisen in which the government of
the state cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution”.
1. Upon the imposition of this rule, there would be no Council of Ministers. The Vidhan Sabha is either
dissolved or prorogued.
2. The state will fall under the direct control of the Union government, and the Governor will continue to be
head the proceedings, representing the President of India – who is the Head of the State.
3. The imposition of the President’s rule requires the sanction of both the houses of Parliament.
4. If approved, it can go on for a period of six months. However, the imposition cannot be extended for more
than three years, and needs to be brought before the two houses every six months for approval.
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A proclamation of President’s Rule may be revoked by the President at any time by a subsequent proclamation. Such
a proclamation does not require parliamentary approval.
3) Consider the following statements.
1. The absentee voter refers to a vote cast by someone who is unable to go to the polling station.
2. The power to include any category of persons like disabled and people over 80 years of age in the
absentee voter list lies with the Election Commission of India.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: a)
The disabled and people over 80 years of age can now cast their vote through postal ballot. At present, voting
through postal ballot is available to armed forces and those assigned poll duties.
On the recommendation of the Election Commission, the Ministry of Law and Justice has amended the Conduct of
Election Rules, 1961, allowing senior citizens and person with disabilities in the absentee voter list.
The absentee voter refers to a vote cast by someone who is unable to go to the polling station.
Source
4) Consider the following statements regarding Pardoning powers of President.
1. The power of pardon shall be exercised by the President on the advice of Council of Ministers.
2. The President can exercise these powers in all cases where the punishment or sentence is for an offence
against any law relating to a matter to which the executive power of the Union extends.
3. The constitution has provided a small window for judicial review of the pardon powers of President for the
purpose of ruling out any arbitrariness.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 3
b) 1, 2
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: b)
The President can exercise these powers:
• In all cases where the punishment or sentence is by a court martial;
• In all cases where the punishment or sentence is for an offence against any law relating to a matter to which
the executive power of the Union extends;
• In all cases where the sentence is a sentence of death.
•
•
•

This power of pardon shall be exercised by the President on the advice of Council of Ministers.
The constitution does not provide for any mechanism to question the legality of decisions of President or
governors exercising mercy jurisdiction.
But the SC in Epuru Sudhakar case has given a small window for judicial review of the pardon powers of
President and governors for the purpose of ruling out any arbitrariness.

5) Consider the following statements regarding Overseas Indian Citizen.
1. A foreign national, who was eligible to become citizen of India on 26.01.1950 is eligible for registration as
Overseas Citizen of India (OCI).
2. If the applicant had ever been a citizen of Pakistan or Bangladesh, he/she will not be eligible for OCI.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1 only
www.insightsonindia.com
50
www.insightsactivelearn.com

b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: d)
According to Ministry of External Affairs website, an OCI is "A foreign national, who was eligible to become citizen of
India on 26.01.1950 or was a citizen of India on or at any time after 26.01.1950 or belonged to a territory that
became part of India after 15.08.1947 is eligible for registration as Overseas Citizen of India (OCI). Minor children of
such person are also eligible for OCI. However, if the applicant had ever been a citizen of Pakistan or Bangladesh,
he/she will not be eligible for OCI.”
6) Consider the following statements regarding Collegium of judges in India.
1. Collegium is a system under which judges are appointed by an institution comprising judges.
2. The Collegium of judges does not figure in the Constitution.
3. Collegium also recommends the transfer of Chief Justices and other judges.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: d)
What is the Collegium system?
• The Collegium of judges does not figure in the Constitution. It is the Supreme Court’s invention.
• Constitution says judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts are appointed by the President and speaks of
a process of consultation.
• Therefore, Collegium is a system under which judges are appointed by an institution comprising judges.
• Collegium also recommends the transfer of Chief Justices and other judges.
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7. History, Art and Culture
1) Consider the following statements.
1. He served as the first Indian member of the British parliament.
2. He helped found the London Indian Society and the East India Association.
3. He was Congress president in 1886 and 1906.
The above statements refer to
a) W.C Banerjee
b) Badruddin Tyabji
c) Surendranath Banerjee
d) Dadabhai Naoroji
Solution: d)
September 4, 2019 was the 194th birth anniversary of Dadabhai Naoroji, the “Grand Old Man of India”, who was
among the first leaders who stirred national consciousness in the country.
He served as the first Indian member of the British parliament.
• In 1865 and 1866, Naoroji helped found the London Indian Society and the East India Association. The two
organisations sought to bring nationalist Indians and sympathetic Britons on one platform.
• As the secretary of the East India Association, Naoroji travelled in India to gather funds and raise national
awareness.
• In 1885, Naoroji became a vice-president of the Bombay Presidency Association, was nominated to the
Bombay legislative council by Governor Lord Reay, and helped form the Indian National Congress.
• He was Congress president thrice, in 1886, 1893, and 1906.
2) Consider the following statements regarding Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav 2019.
1. Ministry of Culture organised the Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav under the Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat
initiative.
2. Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav is organized with an intent to showcase the rich cultural heritage of the
Country in all its rich and varied dimensions, viz Handicrafts, Cuisine, Painting, Sculpture and Performing Arts - all in
one place.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: c)
Ministry of Culture, Government of India organised the 10th edition of Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav under the Ek
Bharat Shrestha Bharat initiative in Madhya Pradesh from 14th to 21st October 2019.
The Rashtriy Sanskriti Mahotsav will cover a profusion of folk-art forms from 22 States and it would offer the chance
to experience the best in established and emerging virtuosity. The RSM will reconnect the people-especially the
youth- with their indigenous culture, its multi-faceted nature, magnificence, opulence and historical importance in
the context of India as a Nation over the millennia.
Being the flagship and premier festival of Ministry of Culture, Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav was conceived in the year
2015 and after the grand success of the First Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav in November-2015, the Ministry of Culture
decided to organize it with an intent to showcase the rich cultural heritage of the Country in all its rich and varied
dimensions, viz Handicrafts, Cuisine, Painting, Sculpture and Performing Arts-Folk, Tribal, Classical and
Contemporary- all in one place.

www.insightsonindia.com

52

www.insightsactivelearn.com

The Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat programme was launched by the Prime Minister on 31st October, 2016 to promote
engagement amongst the people of different States/UTs so as to enhance mutual understanding and bonding
between people of diverse cultures, thereby securing stronger unity and integrity of India.
Source
3) Shirui Lily Festival, recently seen in news is the state festival of
a) Manipur
b) Tripura
c) Assam
d) Nagaland
Solution: a)
Source
4) Consider the following statements regarding Thotlakonda site.
1. Thotlakonda site, is the sacred place of Buddhists.
2. Recently it was in news as Maha Stupa at Thotlakonda collapsed due to heavy rains.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: c)
Thotlakonda Buddhist site, said to be the sacred place of Buddhists during 300 BC to 300 AD, will be renovated as
a meditation place for Vizagites and tourists. The 2,000-old Maha Stupa at Thotlakonda collapsed on one side
due to heavy rains on October 23.
Source
5) Consider the following statements regarding UNESCO world heritage site.
1. It is a place that is listed by the UNESCO as of special cultural or physical significance.
2. Each World Heritage Site remains part of the legal territory of the state wherein the site is located and
UNESCO considers it in the interest of the international community to preserve each site.
3. India has the second largest number of sites in the world.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 3
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 2
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
UNESCO world heritage site:
• It is a place that is listed by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) as
of special cultural or physical significance.
• The list is maintained by the international World Heritage Programme administered by the UNESCO World
Heritage Committee, composed of 21 UNESCO member states which are elected by the General Assembly.
• Each World Heritage Site remains part of the legal territory of the state wherein the site is located and
UNESCO considers it in the interest of the international community to preserve each site.
There are 38 World Heritage Sites located in India. These include 30 cultural sites, seven natural sites and one mixed
site. India has the sixth largest number of sites in the world.
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8. States
1) Consider the following pairs:
GI Product
1. Shahi Litchi
2. Kadaknath chicken meat
3. Etikoppaka toys
4. Adilabad dokra
Select the correct code:
a) 1, 3
b) 1, 2, 4
c) 2, 4
d) 2, 3, 4

State
West Bengal
Madhya Pradesh
Telangana
Telangana

Solution: c)
Shahi Litchi – Bihar
Kadaknath chicken meat - Madhya Pradesh
Etikoppaka toys – Andhra Pradesh
Adilabad dokra - Telangana
2) Pamba-Achankovil-Vaippar river link project is the dispute between which states.
a) Kerala and Karnataka
b) Tamil Nadu and Puducherry
c) Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh
d) None of the above
Solution: d)
The Kerala State government is saying that it is taking all precautions to prevent the implementation of the PambaAchankovil-Vaippar river link project.
Kerala is not allowing Pamba-Achankovil to be connected with the Vaippar river in Tamil Nadu under the inter-linking
of rivers project. Kerala asserts that there is no excess water in rivers in the state.
The river link proposal is listed among the river linking projects of the NWDA. It envisages diversion of 634 cubic
millimeters of water from the Pamba and Achankovil rivers in Kerala to the Vaippar basin in Tamil Nadu.
Source
3) Consider the following statements regarding Maternal Mortality in India.
1. Maternal mortality ratio is measured as the number of maternal deaths per lakh live births.
2. Kerala is the only state in India to achieve the sustainable development goals target of 70 per 100,000
MMR.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: a)
Maternal mortality ratio is measured as the number of maternal deaths per lakh live births.
A Special Bulletin on Maternal Mortality in India 2015-2017 from the Sample Registration System has been released.
Kerala has the lowest MMR, at 42. It is followed by Maharashtra (55), Tamil Nadu (63)
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According to the United Nations’ (UN) Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the global target is to bring down the
MMR to fewer than 70 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births by 2030.
Source
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9. Defence and Security
1) Which of the following is the Central Counter Terrorism Law Enforcement Agency in India
a) National Counter Terrorism Centre
b) Research and Analysis Wing (RAW)
c) National Investigation Agency (NIA)
d) Counter Terrorism and Counter Radicalization Division, MHA
Solution: c)
Presently, NIA is functioning as the Central Counter Terrorism Law Enforcement Agency in India.
Source
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10. Reports and Indices
1) Consider the following statements regarding India Innovation Index (III) 2019.
1. NITI Aayog with Institute for Competitiveness as the knowledge partner released the India Innovation
Index (III) 2019.
2. Tamil Nadu is the most innovative major state in India.
3. The top ten major states are majorly concentrated in southern and western India.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: c)
NITI Aayog with Institute for Competitiveness as the knowledge partner released the India Innovation Index (III)
2019. Karnataka is the most innovative major state in India. Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Telangana, Haryana, Kerala,
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Gujarat, and Andhra Pradesh form the remaining top ten major states respectively. The
top ten major states are majorly concentrated in southern and western India. Sikkim and Delhi take the top spots
among the north- eastern & hill states, and union territories/city states/small states respectively.
Source
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11. Maps / Places
1) Consider the following statements regarding Bhashan Char Island.
1. The Bhashan Char island is located east of Hatiya island in the South East Bangladesh.
2. Bhashan Char island is formed on the mouth of river Meghna.
3. It was recently in news for relocation of Rohingya refugees to Bhashan Char Island.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 3
d) 1, 2, 3
Solution: d)
Approximately 6000-7000 Rohingya refugees have agreed to be relocated to the newly built camp on the
Bhashan Char Island.
The Bhashan Char is an uninhabited island around 30 kilometre east of Hatiya island in the South East
Bangladesh. Hatiya has a population of 600,000. Bhashan Char island was formed about two decades ago
on the mouth of river Meghna.
While the government planned to relocate Rohingyas, environmentalists say that the Bhashan Char falls in
an ecologically fragile area prone to floods, erosion and cyclone.
Source
2) Consider the following statements regarding Marawah Island, recently seen in news
1. Marawah Island is located off the coast of Abu Dhabi.
2. The oldest known natural pearl in the world has been discovered on Marawah Island.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: c)
The oldest known natural pearl in the world has been discovered by Abu Dhabi archaeologists working at a
Neolithic site on Marawah Island, just off the coast of Abu Dhabi.
Dubbed the ‘Abu Dhabi Pearl’, it was found in layers that have been radiocarbon dat ed to 5,800-5,600 BCE,
during the Neolithic period.
Source
3) Kalapani, the place recently seen in news is located in
a) Tamil Nadu
b) Jammu and Kashmir
c) Uttarakhand
d) West Bengal
Solution: c)
Mapped within Uttarakhand is a 372-sq km area called Kalapani, bordering far-west Nepal and Tibet.
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Source
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