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General Studies - 2; Topic – Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 
involving India and/or affecting India’s interests 

Indo-Pacific Region 

1) Introduction 

• “Indo-Pacific” is today a buzzword that has been interpreted differently by various countries in their 
outlook or vision documents. 

• The idea of the Indo-Pacific as a single strategic space is an outgrowth of China’s growing influence 
in the Indian Ocean region. 

• It signifies the interconnectedness of the Indian and Pacific Oceans, the importance of the oceans 
to security and commerce. 

2) Indo-Pacific Framework 

• Indo-Pacific is a “natural region” ranging “from the shores of Africa to that of the America. 

• Increasing use of the term Indo-Pacific recognises India’s centrality to global influences. 

• A “stable, secure and prosperous Indo-Pacific Region” is an “important pillar” of India’s strategic 
partnership with the United States. 

3) Why Indo-Pacific region? 

• Maintaining regional stability. 

• Strong ties with the US are seen as a vital tool for enhancing India’s strategic posture. 

• For the long-term vision of national interest. 

• China’s increasingly active presence in the Indian Ocean region as well as its efforts to expand 
geopolitical reach in Asia and beyond by the use of trade and military 

• In the present time, the control of sea lanes and ports would be the game changer 

• For adhering to freedom of navigation, adherence to rules-based order and stable trade 
environment. 

• For free sea and air lanes, connectivity and upholding international rules and norms. 

4) India’s approach towards Indo-pacific 

• India’s approach towards Indo-pacific has been an inclusive one with Open, integrated and 
balanced approach. 

• India’s policy perspective on Indo-Pacific, which includes “inclusiveness”, “openness”, “ASEAN 
centrality” and that the concept was not directed against any country. 

• The focus of the Indo Pacific initiative is on connectivity, enhancing maritime security, 
counterterrorism, non-proliferation and cyber issues 

• The government has introduced the concept of SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) 
and one that is founded upon a cooperative and collaborative rules-based order. 

• India is also trying to make innovative use of trade and diplomacy as its strategic arsenals. 

5) Situation in the South China Sea 

• The situation in the South China Sea is more complex. 

• Various claimants are pitted against one another, with China’s nine-dash line engulfing the 
Exclusive Economic Zone of several others. 

• China has yet to produce a clear line with exact co-ordinates on a large-scale map in support of its 
claims. 
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• The scramble in the South China Sea is more about fishing rights, natural resources and the 
domination of trade and energy sea lines of communication. 

6) Concerns / Challenges 

• There are many contradictions in the context of the emerging construct of the Indo-Pacific. 

• India, Japan, Australia and many others, advocates freedom of navigation and over-flight, and 
respect for the rule of law and international norms. 

• It adheres to many tenets of UNCLOS without having ratified the treaty. 

• China’s adherence to UNCLOS is more honoured in breach than in observance. 

• China justifies its increasing forays in the IOR, including with nuclear submarines, by claiming that it 
has “always” had a historical right to the Indian Ocean 

7) Way Forward 

• India will have to manage its relations with China, no matter the challenges. 

• Ties with Japan would remain a key component of India’s vision for a stable Indo-Pacific and a 
cornerstone of its Act East policy. 

• India at this juncture does not have to make a binary choice in the Indo-Pacific between a 
development-centric agenda with ASEAN centrality and a security-centric outlook revolving around 
the Quad. 

• Both are likely to remain parallel tracks with some overlap for the foreseeable future. 

• Build-up of India’s naval capabilities, if India has to emerge as one of the main players in the Indo-
Pacific. 

• Freedom of navigation, unimpeded commerce, and peaceful settlement of disputes in accordance 
with international law will make our sea lanes the pathway to prosperity. 
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