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Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure. 

Laws, the rule of law, and courts are not enough to protect and vindicate the right to 

privacy against State intrusion. Critically analyse the statement in the backdrop of 

recent WhatsApp Spyware attack. (250 words) 
Hindustantimes 

Introduction:     

The recent incident of Israeli software, Pegasus, which had been used to hack the WhatsApp 

accounts of — and spy on — numerous Indian human rights defenders, activists, and lawyers. It is 

yet to be determined who authorised this surveillance — and why — but the revelations placed a 

renewed spotlight upon the legal framework governing privacy and surveillance in India. The 

Government’s reaction to messaging platform WhatsApp’s revelation is inadequate and, more 

unfortunately, far from reassuring. 

Body: 

There cannot be any national security without individual privacy: 

 The targeted users included activists, journalists, and senior government officials, among 

others. 

 This intrusion by the spyware is not merely an infringement of the rights of the citizens of 

the country but also a worrying development for India’s national security apparatus. 

 The security of a device becomes one of the fundamental bedrocks of maintaining user trust 

as society becomes more and more digitised. 
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 Such an approach belies appreciating the injury and threats to individuals and the country. 

 There is an urgent need to take up this issue seriously by constituting an independent high-

level inquiry with credible members and experts that can restore confidence and conduct its 

proceedings transparently. 

 We must all recognise that national security starts with securing the smartphones of every 

single Indian by embracing technologies such as encryption rather than deploying spyware. 

 This is a core part of our fundamental right to privacy. 

Judiciary’s rulings regarding snooping: 

 In this context, a judgment by the Bombay High Court — delivered just a few days before the 

Pegasus scandal broke — restated some important and fundamental principles, and 

deserves to be studied carefully. 

 In Vinit Kumar v Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), the CBI had placed a businessman 

under surveillance, on suspicion of corruption. The surveillance orders were challenged in 

the Bombay High Court, and a two-judge bench of Justices found that they were illegal and 

unconstitutional. 

 The basis of the high court’s ruling was that under the 1885 Telegraph Act (and its 

accompanying rules), surveillance was not meant to be a routine or ordinary investigation 

tactic. 

 It was limited to situations of “public emergency” or “public safety”. 

 The high court found that the CBI had failed to justify how public safety required keeping the 

businessman under surveillance, and also found that procedural safeguards had not been 

complied with. For this reason, the surveillance orders were quashed. 

 The court held that if interception was illegal, then copies of the intercepted material had 

to be destroyed. 

 the high court held that the evidence that had been obtained through illegal surveillance 

could not be used by the CBI in court. 

 A significant part of the high court’s ruling was based upon the famous Puttaswamy 

judgment of the Supreme Court, where a nine-judge bench held that privacy was a 

fundamental right under the Constitution 

Other stringent measures needed to protect the Right to Privacy of individuals: 

 Conscientious whistle-blowers, and a free and active press will be required. 

 when cases of extra-legal and unauthorised surveillance come to light, the courts have a role 

to play in ensuring that the rule of law is upheld and vindicated. 

 the State must not be permitted to take advantage of breaking the law and illegally snooping 

on citizens. 

 In a country where data protection and privacy laws are still in a nascent stage, incidents 

such as this highlight the big dangers to privacy and freedom in an increasingly digital 

society. 
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 There is a need to bring in the data protection bill and the antiquated 1885 Telegraph Act, 

and its attendant rules should be reformed. 

 It is thus imperative that the Government sends a strong message on privacy, something 

that the Supreme Court in 2017 declared to be intrinsic to life and liberty and therefore an 

inherent part of the fundamental rights. 

Conclusion: 

The urgent need of the hour to bring in laws that limit the State’s powers of surveillance only to 

those situations where it is strictly necessary and never conducted in bulk, upon the entire 

population. The more important, introduce stringent penalties for illegal surveillance, if — and when 

— that comes to light. The WhatsApp-Pegasus controversy affords a golden opportunity to do just 

that. 

What do you understand by Judicial Review? Discuss the provisions in the Constitution 

that confers the power of Judicial Review. Do you agree that the scope of Judicial 

Review in India is much wider than it is in United States?(250 words) 
Indian Polity by Lakshmikanth 
Why this question: 
The question aims to ascertain the concept of Judicial review. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must explain the concept of JR in detail as provisioned in the constitution of India and in what 
way it is different from that of the US. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by explaining your understanding about Judicial Review like the doctrine of judicial review 
originated and developed in the USA. It was propounded for the first time in the famous case of 
Marbury V. Madison. 
Body: 
Define what Judicial review in Indian constitution means; Judicial review is the power of the judiciary 
to examine the constitutionality of legislative enactments and executive orders of both the Central 
and State governments. 
Then directly discuss the provisions in the constitution that confers the power of Judicial Review to 
Supreme Court and High Court. 
In the next paragraph differentiate the scope of Judicial Review between US and India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by highlighting the significance of JR. 
Introduction:     

Judicial review is the power of the Supreme Court and the High Courts to examine the 

constitutionality of the Acts of the Parliament and the state legislatures and executive orders both 

of the centre and state governments. It is one of the most important features of the judiciary. It is 

the power to reject such laws as are held to be it ultra vires. Judicial review is considered a basic 

structure of the constitution (Indira Gandhi vs Raj Narain Case). 

Body: 
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Provisions in the Constitution: 

There are specific and extensive provisions of judicial review in the Constitution of India such 

as Articles 13, 32, 131-136, 143, 226, 227, 246 and 372. Though the term judicial review is not 

mentioned in these Articles but it is implicit. 

Judicial review in US: 

The doctrine of judicial review is one of the invaluable contributions of the U.S.A. to the political 

theory. There is no clear mention of the Judicial Review power of the court in any part of the US 

Constitution. Its origin has been the result of a judicial decision and its continuance has been 

possible due to some conventions. 

Judicial review in India: 

 Although the term Judicial Review has not been mentioned in the Constitution, the 

provisions of various Articles of the Constitution of India have conferred the power of 

judicial review on the Supreme Court. 

 Accordingly, the constitutional validity of a legislative enactment or an executive order may 

be challenged in the Supreme Court on the following grounds. 

o Violation of fundamental rights. 

o Outside the competence of the authority which has framed it. 

o It is repugnant to the Constitutional provisions. 

 The Supreme Court considerably widened the scope of judicial review in India through its 

judgement in Maneka Gandhi’s case. 

Judicial review in India broader than in US: 

 The scope of judicial review is wider in India as compared to USA. The Constitution of USA is 

concise and the words and expression used therein are vague and general in nature whereas 

Indian Constitution is rigid as well as flexible in nature as it has detailed provisions. 

 Though the term judicial review is not mentioned in these Articles but it is implicit. US 

Constitution also does not have any specific provision for judicial review. 

 Pre-Constitutional laws and Judicial Review in India: 

o Article 13 provides for ‘Judicial Review of Pre-Constitutional as well as Post- 

Constitutional laws’ whereas there is no such provision of judicial review of pre 

Constitutional laws in US and UK. 

 Dimensions of Judicial Review: 

o In India, the power of judicial review can be used in three dimensions such as 

Judicial Review of Constitutional Amendments, Legislative Acts and Administrative 

Acts. Whereas US Constitution is very rigid in nature therefore review of 

Constitutional amendment in very rarely used. 

 Incorporation of doctrines: 
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o In India, courts formulated various doctrines like doctrine of severability and 

doctrine of eclipse etc. these doctrines are also implicitly incorporated in US. 

However, some argue that judicial review in India is narrower than in US: 

 The scope of judicial review in India is narrower than that of what exists in USA, though the 

American Constitution does not explicitly mention the concept of judicial review in any of its 

provisions. 

 In USA the judges exercise judicial review in a very aggressive manner. If the judges think 

that a particular law and the philosophy of it is not liked by the judges then, also the 

judiciary may reject the law. But such a thing never happens in India. The Indian judges 

reject a law only on the basis of unconstitutionality. 

 Moreover, it has also been seen that in USA, if a law is rejected by the Supreme Court then 

the court will make a new law in its place. Although law making is not the responsibility of 

the judiciary, the judiciary makes laws. Such judge-made laws are very common in USA. 

o But in India if a law is rejected by the Supreme Court, the Court leaves the matter of 

making new laws to the legislative. This has also been described as Judicial Activism 

by some of the constitutional experts. 

 The American Constitution provides for ‘due process of law’ against that of ‘procedure 

established by law’ which is contained in the Indian Constitution. 

o The ‘due process of law’ gives wide scope to the Supreme Court to grant protection 

to the rights of its citizens. It can declare laws violative of these rights void not only 

on substantive grounds of being unlawful, but also on procedural grounds of being 

unreasonable. 

o Indian Supreme Court, while determining the constitutionality of a law, however 

examines only the substantive question i.e., whether the law is within the powers of 

the authority concerned or not. It is not expected to go into the question of its 

reasonableness, suitability or policy implications. 

 In India the fundamental rights are not so broadly coded as in the USA and limitations there 

on have been stated in the constitution itself and this task has not been left to the courts. 

The constitution makers adopted this strategy as they felt that the courts might find it 

difficult to work act the limitations on the fundamental rights and the same better be laid 

down in the constitution itself. This is not the case in India 

 Super legislature: 

o American Supreme Court has consumed its power to interpret the constitution 

liberally and has made so thorough a use of the due process of law clause that it has 

become more than a mere interpreter of law. It has, in fact come to occupy the 

position of a maker of law and has been correctly described as a ‘third chamber of 

the legislature, indeed, as a super legislature.’ Of course, the US Supreme Court has 

assumed this position. This is not the case in India. 
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o The Indian Judiciary including the Supreme Court is not a Third Chamber claiming 

the power to sit in judgement on the policy embodied in the legislation passed by 

the legislature. 

 In the USA, the Supreme Court can strike down legislation enacted by Congress if it finds the 

same to be incompatible with the constitution. 

Conclusion: 

While the Court’s jurisdiction as a soldier to protect and advance fundamental rights merits loud 

affirmation, the Court however should not to be seen as dismissive or disdainful of the processes of 

democratic governance. The presumption that the legislature understands the needs of its people 

and that even its discrimination and classifications are based on adequate grounds has also been 

acknowledged by the Supreme Court itself. The challenge, therefore, is to find the delicate balance 

between the three organs which nurtures and invigorates institutions designed to serve the ideals of 

a true republic. The Court can thus serve as a guiding light unto the nations even if it cannot 

become a sheriff unto the nations. 

Do you think Indian President is merely a Rubber Stamp? Critically Examine. (250 

words) 
Indian Polity by Lakshmikanth 
Why this question: 
The question aims to critically analyse the powers of the president. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must explain with suitable justifications as to how powers of president in India have merely 
remained as a rubber stamp. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgement. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Though, the President is the head of the Indian State and is the first citizen of India, he is bound by 
the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers under Article 74. 
Body: 
The question is of analytical variant, where one has to give both sides of the statement, that is, in 
what way the president of the country is a mere Rubber stamp and how he is not too. 
Discuss how he is just a rubber stamp. He is the nominal head of the government but the real power 
lies with the Prime Minister. Discuss article 53, 74, 75 etc. use suitable examples of recent incidents 
from which it is evident that he is a mere rubber stamp. 
Explain otherwise if any incidents exist to prove; situations where President has powers and does not 
act as a rubber stamp. For Example -Veto powers of president like pocket veto, suspensive veto etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by highlighting the importance of President in Indian Parliamentary system. 
Introduction:     

Article 53 reads as ‘The executive power of the Union shall be vested in the President and shall be 

exercised by him either directly or through officers’ subordinate to him’. In spite of the expression 

‘directly’ in Article 53 of the Constitution, India’s President merely ‘reigns and does not rule’. The 
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role of president is largely ceremonial in nature. This was the consequence of 42nd Constitutional 

Amendment that drastically curtailed the President’s powers with respect to the Council of 

Ministers. Article 74 (1) now mandates the President to act on the aid and advice of the Council of 

Ministers. This prevents the president becoming a power center rivalling that of prime minister. 

Body: 

President’s role in Indian political setup: 

 The President of India is the Head of State and the Chief Executive. The executive powers of 

the Union are in the hands of the President. 

 The President of India is vested with Legislative, Executive and Judicial powers. But as the 

advice given by CoM is binding on Indian President, in reality, most of these powers rest with 

the COM; but decisions are taken in the name of President of India. 

 He exercises these either directly or through officers subordinate to him. However, being the 

head of a parliamentary system, he is only a constitutional/titular head and exercises 

nominal power. 

 The President always acts in accordance with the advice of the Council of Ministers and the 

Prime Minister. All his powers are really used by the Prime Minister and the Union Council of 

Ministers. 

 The President holds the highest office in India, represents the sovereignty of India, enjoys 

the highest position and plays a valuable part in the working of the Indian Constitutional 

system. 

 President is also the supreme commander of armed forces and has powers to prorogue or 

dissolve the Parliament. 

 He/She further makes appointments to important posts including the PM, state governors 

and Supreme Court and High Court judges. 

By looking at the powers of the President, it becomes quite easy to evaluate the position of the 

President. At the face value, the powers of the President appear to be very big and formidable. A 

close review, however, reveals that President of India is a nominal and constitutional executive 

head who exercises all his powers on the advice of the Prime Minister and his Council of Ministers. 

The President is always bound to accept the advice of the Prime Minister and the Council of 

Ministers. However, despite such a provision, the President is neither merely a figure head nor a 

rubber stamp in the hands of the Ministry. 

President’s discretionary powers: 

 Suspensive Veto: 

o The President has discretionary power when he exercises suspensive veto ie. when 

he returns a bill (not money bill) for reconsideration of the parliament. 

o However, if the bill is passed again by the Parliament with or without amendments 

and presented again to the President, it is obligatory for him to give his assent to the 

bill. 

 Pocket Veto: 
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o This is not a provision mentioned in the Indian constitution, but this is a possible 

situation when the President of India can use his discretionary power. In this case, 

the President neither ratifies nor reject nor return the bill, but simply keeps the bill 

pending for an indefinite period. 

o As the time limit within which the President has to take the decision with respect to 

a bill presented to him for assent, has not been mentioned in the constitution, in 

effect the inaction of the President stops the bill from becoming an act. 

 President can seek information from Prime Minister: 

o Under article 78 the President enjoys the right to seek information from the PM 

regarding the administration of the affairs of the union. 

o Under the established convention, the President has the right to warn or encourage 

the Council of Minister (CoM) in the exercise of its power. 

 Case of no sitting of both houses: 

o Under Article 85, the President can summon each House of Parliament to meet at 

such time and place as he thinks fit, to ensure that six months shall not intervene 

between its last sitting in one session and the date appointed for its sitting in the 

next session. 

 Case of no majority: 

o When no political party or coalition of parties enjoy the majority in Lok Sabha, then 

the President has discretion in inviting the leader of that party or coalition of parties 

who in his opinion is able to form a stable government. 

 Case of no-confidence with CoM- dissolving Loksabha: 

o It is for the president to decide if he should dissolve Loksabha or not when CoM 

loses the majority in Lok Sabha. The President can dissolve Lok Sabha only on the 

advice of CoM but the advice is binding only if the government is a majority 

government. 

 Case of no-confidence with CoM- dissolving CoM: 

o It is for the president to decide if he should dissolve CoM or not when CoM loses the 

majority in Lok Sabha. 

 Case of a caretaker government: 

o A caretaker government does not enjoy the confidence of Lok Sabha and hence it is 

not expected to take major decisions but only to make the day-to-day administrative 

decisions. It is for the President to decide the day-to-day decisions. 

Indian Presidents are not rubber-stamps: 

 While India’s first President Dr. Rajendra Prasad is known to have frequently disagreed with 

then PM Jawaharlal Nehru, seventh President Giani Zail Singh is known to have a rocky 

relationship with PM Rajiv Gandhi. 
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 K R Narayanan, India’s tenth President, famously told the Parliament that he is ‘not a rubber 

stamp’ while returning a proposal calling for imposition of President’s rule in UP. 

 Pranab Mukherjee was more assertive than any of his predecessors. Although he is known to 

have rejected 28 mercy petitions, a record number, he commuted four sentences, in 

defiance of the government’s wishes and refrained from sending those back to the 

government for reconsideration. 

President can play an effective role: 

The President is not a silent institution and his role stands beyond the constitutional provisions and 

established conventions. The powers of the President flow from the oath he takes under Article 

60 to ‘preserve, protect and defend the Constitution and submit himself to the service and well -

being of people of India’. Therefore, new norms can be devised and used to preserve the faith and 

belief of the common man in the system. These norms can be: 

 The Constitution is silent on the limitations on the President’s activities in public affairs. 

Public speaking of president can initiate the debate in the society. 

 Use of pocket veto in the cases which are considered to be undermining the Constitution. 

 Reaching out to the people of India. 

Conclusion: 

The office of the President should not be conceived as merely a ceremonial post or a rubber stamp. 

Within the confines of constitution, a president can redefine the activities of his office. The President 

can declare Emergency, suspend rights, dissolve state Assemblies and declare the government 

bankrupt. 

Recent increase in protests and agitations has led to considerable damage to public 

property and social disharmony. In this context discuss the relevance of fundamental 

duties under Article 51A of the Indian constitution. (250 words) 
Indian Polity by Laxmikanth 
Why this question: 
The question is based on the recent happenings that have direct relevance to fundamental duties 
under Article 51A of the Indian constitution. 
Key demand of the question: 
Answer demands relevance of fundamental duties in democratic state. And how they are important 
to inculcate discipline among citizens. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Write in short about How and why fundamental duties were included in constitution. 
Body: 
Write importance of fundamental duties for instance write Some of them are moral duties while 
others are civic duties.  
Cherishing noble ideals of freedom struggle is a moral precept and respecting the Constitution, 
National Flag and National Anthem is a civic duty. They serve as a warning against the anti-national 
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and antisocial activities. They serve as a source of inspiration for the citizens and promote a sense of 
discipline and commitment among them.  
Conclusion: 
Conclude by giving suggestions and write how it will eventually help to protect public property. 
Introduction:     

The Fundamental Duties are an important part of Indian Constitution. The duties prescribed, 

embody some of the highest ideals preached by our great saints, philosophers, social reformers and 

political leaders. No Duties of the Citizen were incorporated in the original constitution of India at 

the time of its commencement in 1950. The Fundamental Duties of citizens were added to the 

Constitution by the 42nd Amendment in 1976, upon the recommendations of the Swaran Singh 

Committee that was constituted by the government earlier that year. The Fundamental Duties help 

to regulate the behaviour of the citizens and to bring about excellence in all the spheres of the 

citizens. 

Body: 

Fundamental Duties: 

 To abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the National Flag and the 

National Anthem. 

 To cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for freedom. 

 To uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India. 

 To defend the country and render national service when called upon to do so. 

 To promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all people of India 

transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities and to renounce 

practices derogatory to the dignity of women. 

 To value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture. 

 To protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife 

and to have compassion for living creatures. 

 To develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform. 

 To safeguard public property and to abjure violence. 

 To strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity, so that the 

nation constantly rises to higher levels of endeavour and achievement. 

 Subsequently, another duty was added by the 86th Constitutional Amendment Act of 2002: 

for a parent or guardian to provide opportunities for education of the child or ward between 

the age of six and fourteen (It was added when under Article 21A Right to education was 

made a FR). 

Relevance of fundamental duties under Article 51A: 

 They serve as a reminder to the citizens that while enjoying their rights, they should also be 

conscious of duties they owe to their country, their society and to their fellow citizens. 
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 They serve as a warning against the anti-national and antisocial activities like burning the 

national flag, destroying public property and so on. 

 They serve as a source of inspiration for the citizens and promote a sense of discipline and 

commitment among them. 

 They create a feeling that the citizens are no mere spectators but active participants in the 

realisation of national goals. 

 They are ideal in nature and lead the citizen in the right direction. The environment of 

selfishness is rampant in the country. There is no balance between the interests of the 

society and individual. This tendency is eroding the society. Fundamental duties would serve 

as an ideal behaviour to all of them. 

 They help the courts in examining and determining the constitutional validity of a law. 

 For instance, in 1992, the Supreme Court ruled that in determining the constitutionality of 

any law, if a court finds that the law in question seeks to give effect to a fundamental duty, it 

may consider such law to be ‘reasonable’ in relation to Article 14 (equality before law) or 

Article 19 (six freedoms) and thus save such law from unconstitutionality. 

 The importance of fundamental duties is that they define the moral obligations of all citizens 

to help in the promotion of the spirit of patriotism and to uphold the unity of India. 

 The fulfilment of the fundamental duties is voluntary and not compulsory. They will slowly 

awaken the conscience of the people to do their duties. 

 Fundamental duties make citizen conscious of his social and citizenship responsibilities and 

so shape the society in which all become solicitous and considerate of the inalienable rights 

of our fellow citizens 

The scope of Fundamental Rights under Part III of the Constitution has seen significant expansion 

through judicial pronouncements; the right to free legal services to the poor, right to speedy trial 

and right to live in a clean and healthy environment are just a few examples. As a result, an 

imbalance has been created between the current set of Fundamental Rights and Duties. Hence, to 

balance this few additional Fundamental Duties should be added. This could help in balancing out 

the rights of its citizens and further make them more responsible towards the country’s 

development. In this regard, the duty to vote, duty to pay taxes, duty to help accident victims, Duty 

to keep the public premises clean, Duty to raise voice against injustice and Reinvigorating civic 

responsibility can be mulled upon. 

Conclusion: 

Fundamental duties are the moral obligations of all citizens to help promote a spirit of patriotism 

and to uphold the unity of India. The significance of Fundamental Duties is not diminished by the fact 

that there is no punishment prescribed for not following them. Fundamental Duties constitute the 

conscience of our Constitution; they should be treated as constitutional values that must be 

propagated by all citizens. 
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“The Government is the master of the country and the Prime Minister is the master of 

the Government.” In this context, discuss the Functions and Powers of the Prime 

Minister as the head of the government.(250 words) 
Indian Polity by Lakshmikanth 
Why this question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must discuss in detail the powers and functions of the Prime minister and expand the 
significance of the statement in the question. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start with the brief introduction highlighting the role of PM in Indian polity. 
Body: 
The question is straight forward and doesn’t require much deliberation. 
Firstly, discuss the functions and powers of the Prime Minister in detail, one can have the following 
aspects covered: 
He recommends persons who can be appointed as ministers by the president. The President can 
appoint only those persons as ministers who are recommended by the Prime Minister. 
He allocates and reshuffles various portfolios among the ministers. 
He can ask a minister to resign or advise the President to dismiss him in case of difference of opinion. 
He presides over the meeting of council of ministers and influences its decisions. 
He guides, directs, controls, and coordinates the activities of all the ministers. 
He can bring about the collapse of the council of ministers by resigning from office. 
Discuss other functions too. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the role of the Prime Minister in the parliamentary government is so significant and 
crucial that observers like to call it a „Prime Ministerial government. 
Introduction:     

The prime minister of India is the leader of the executive of the Government of India. The prime 

minister is also the chief adviser to the President of India and head of the Council of Ministers. They 

can be a member of any of the two houses of the Parliament of India—the Lok Sabha (House of the 

People) and the Rajya Sabha (Council of the States). The prime minister selects and can dismiss 

members of the cabinet; allocates posts to members within the government; and is the presiding 

member and chairperson of the cabinet. The Union Cabinet headed by the prime minister is 

appointed by the president of India to assist the latter in the administration of the affairs of the 

executive. Union cabinet is collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha as per article 75(3) of the 

Constitution of India. 

Body: 

Functions of the Prime Minister: 

 Formation of the Council of Minister: 

 Article 75, provides that the Prime Minister is appointed by the President and other 

ministers shall be appointed by the President on the advice of the Prime Minister. 
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 While appointing Council of Minister, He keeps in his mind- 

 He must include people of different caste, religion, etc. 

 He must give representation to all the states, UTs, and regions. 

 Removal of Ministers: 

 No minister can stay in the council of ministers against the wishes of the Prime 

Minister. 

 The PM can demand the resignation of such a minister. If a particular minister does 

not resign then the PM can ask the President to dismiss him or he can submit his 

own resignation. 

 The Ministers can be removed by the President on the recommendation of the 

Prime Minister. 

 Leader of the Cabinet: 

 The PM is the chairman or the leader of the cabinet. 

 He convenes the meetings, prepares the agenda for the meetings and controls and 

guides the discussion in the meetings. 

 The PM is the Maker, the Leader, the Chairman and the Destroyer of the Cabinet. 

 Allocation of Portfolios: 

 It is an undisputed privilege of the Prime Minister to allocate portfolios to his 

ministers. Which particular department is to be given to which minister is 

determined by him. 

 Any minister objecting to such an allotment invites the wrath of the Prime Minister 

and can get completely ignored from the ministry. 

 Coordination among different departments: 

 The PM acts as the General Manager and the Chief Coordinator. 

 It is his responsibility to coordinate the activities of all the departments and to 

secure co-operation amongst all the departments. 

 For these purposes, he called the meetings of different departments and coordinate 

their work. 

 The link between the President and the Council of Ministers: 

 The PM is the main link between the President and the Council of Ministers. 

 No minister has direct access to the President except with the permission of the 

PM. 

 Leader of the Parliament: 

 The PM is not only the leader of the party, but He is also the leader of the Lok Sabha 

and the Leader of the Parliament. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 24 

 He announces the major policies of the nation on the floor of the Parliament. 

 He decides the complete agenda of the house in consultation with the speaker of 

the Lok Sabha. 

 Director of Foreign Affairs: 

 The PM acts as the Chief Architect of India’s foreign relations. He is responsible for 

India’s prestige and participation in International relations. 

 The PM is chief promoter of India’s National interest and plays an important role in 

International conferences and Negotiations. 

 Role in Economic Planning: 

 He plays a leading role in all fiscal and development planning. 

 All important decisions related to financial matters are made by him. 

 He plays a very significant role in the process of socio-economic modernization. 

 Power of appointment: 

 Formally the appointments to high post are made by the President, yet in reality, 

the lists are prepared by the PM. the approval of the President is just a formality. 

 These appointments include the Governors, the Attorney General, the Auditor, the 

Ambassadors, the Consular, etc. 

 All the high ranking appointments and promotions are made by the President on 

the advice of the PM. 

 As a Chief Administrator: 

 The PM is the Real Chief Executive of the nation and as he is the head of the 

administration who has full power to implement the programmes and fulfil 

promises of the party. 

 Role as the Leader of the Nation: 

 The PM is the leader of the Nation. 

 He is the channel through which all other Nations deal with India. 

 He alone can speak for the Indian Republic. 

 Role of Prime Minister during an Emergency: 

 The emergency powers of the President are in reality the powers of the Prime 

Minister. 

 The President declares an emergency only under the advice of the Cabinet, which in 

reality means the advice of the Prime Minister. All decisions taken to meet an 

emergency are really the decisions of the Prime Minister. 

 The Prime Minister can get the imposition of President’s rule in a State. 
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 The Presidential decision in favour of imposing an emergency in a state is always 

governed by the decision of the Prime Minister and his Cabinet. 

Powers of Prime Minister: 

 PM in the Indian context is endowed with immense powers, which makes him a very 

powerful constitutional ruler in the world. 

 PM is the general coordinator of their activities. 

 PM presides over the cabinet meetings, conferences with individual ministers, encourage 

and instructs them. 

 PM can ask any minister to resign. 

 In the Indian system of parliamentary democracy. The PM is the actual ruler or the real chief 

executive. 

 PM enjoys vast administrative, legislative and emergency powers. 

 PM provides leadership in policy formulation and implantation and provides the vital link 

between the government and the people, between the government and the President, etc. 

 PM is the most powerful citizen of our country. 

 The Prime Minister plays an important role in policy making, planning, legislation, decision-

making, etc. 

Conclusion: 

The office of the Prime Minister is the most powerful office in India. If Cabinet is the 

strongest institution, the Prime Minister is the strongest person in the cabinet under the 

Constitution of India, the real centre of power is the office of the Prime Minister. He is the Head of 

the Government of India. He is the real custodian of all executive authority. 

Do you think the Ayodhya issue has proved to be a tale of demolition and restoration of 

India’s secular fabric? Present your view point while throwing light upon the verdict of 

the apex court.(250 words) 
Livemint 
Why this question: 
The article provides for an analysis of the Ayodhya issue. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question emphasizes upon the secular nature of the country that was exhibited in the context of 
Ayodhya. 
Directive: 
Comment 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Explain the secular nature witnessed in the country. 
Body: 
Discuss in what way the response of the majority community after SC’s order is a welcome change. 
One must provide for a perspective as to How will history look back to the days of 6 December 1992 
and 9 November 2019? Then explain importance that Indians place on Ayodhya. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/how-important-is-ram-mandir-today-11573624611707.html


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 26 

Reflect the past communal conflicts and the recent maturity of the population that has been sited 
post the verdict. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting the unity in diversity aspects of the country. 
Introduction:     

In a unanimous judgment, a Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi asked the Centre, 

which had acquired the entire 67.73 acres of land including the 2.77 acre of the disputed 

Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri Masjid premises in 1993, to formulate a scheme within three months and 

set up a trust to manage the property and construct a temple. Supreme Court called upon to abide 

by the places of Worship Special Provision Act, 1991, which forbids the conversion of any other place 

of worship as it existed on August 15, 1947. It also invoked the Acquisition of Certain Areas at 

Ayodhya Act, 1993 to direct the Centre to create a trust to oversee temple construction. 

Body: 

Transition from tale of demolition and restoration of India’s secular fabric: 

 In the first survey in 1996, just four years after the Babri demolition, both Hindus and 

Muslims were equally polarized: 56% of Hindus believed only a temple should be built on 

the disputed site while 58% of Muslims believed it should only be a mosque. 

 But 16 years later in 2012, this polarization had waned with the equivalent figures for both 

Hindus and Muslims falling to 31%. 

 In Uttar Pradesh, demand for the temple among Hindus cuts across education and 

geography. Lokniti-CSDS data suggests that both the educated and less-educated Hindu 

youth in both villages and cities are in favour of the temple. 

 But moving away from Uttar Pradesh, views on Ayodhya become weaker, suggests data 

from the YouGov-Mint Millennial Survey. Conducted in January and February 2019, the 

online survey of 5,038 Indians spread across 180 cities solicited their views on a range of 

issues including Ayodhya. 

 When asked if a Ram temple should be built on the Babri Masjid site, only 36% had a strong 

response (25% said yes, 11% said no) while the remaining were neutral (wanted the judiciary 

to decide, or wanted communal harmony at all costs). 

 There were significant variations in responses by region. 33% respondents from northern 

India wanted a temple whereas in southern India, the figure was much lower at 19%. 

 Though the conflict around Ayodhya is as old as India itself, roughly half of India’s current 

population were not even alive when the Babri Masjid was destroyed in 1992, according to 

estimates based on census data and UN population projections. 

 The YouGov-Mint data does suggest that demand for a temple strengthens with age – but it 

is not a hugely significant relationship. Around 26% of the Gen-X and above (those aged 38 

and above) wanted a temple at the Babri Masjid site compared to 23% of the Gen Z (aged 18 

to 21) and younger millennials (aged 22 to 28). 

Conclusion: 
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“Faith and belief cannot be the basis of a judgment; only evidence can be” is one such. But there is 

enough evidence that having made several such laudable pronouncements, the verdict defied these 

and decided in favour of faith and belief. The Ayodhya judgment did result in a victory for the 

majority and coincidentally for the mob that demolished the Babri Masjid, but a reading of the 

judgment clearly shows disapproval and disavowal of the mob. The legal victory is based upon 

secular principles. This has to be the projected as the victory of secularism. 

The fiercest, newest methods of justice delivery of naming and shaming cannot eschew 

the oldest tenets of ethics. The due process of law must to be followed. Discuss and 

present your points in the backdrop of #MeToo movement.(250 words) 

The hindu 
  
Why this question: 
Recent incidents have made it evident that not all women had been entirely honest when jumping on 
the #MeToo campaign. It turns out that the society at large did not verify the narratives they 
received. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to discuss the significance of due process of law in the delvery of justice. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief highlight the #MeToo movement. 
Body: 
The #MeToo rewrote the rules of engagement. It forced men to take the idea of consent. 
It pushed organizations to sit up and take notice of sexual harassment. 
It ensured that due process mechanisms were set up in institutions.  
Discuss the concerns posed by such a movement. 
Suggest solutions to overcome them. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that while addressing the issue of sexual harassment, there is a need to explore how 
boundaries with respect to the rules of engagement between the opposite sexes can be drawn and 
respected in far more explicit ways by all genders in new-age sexual relationships. The digital age 
needs different customs and conventions. 
Introduction:     

The #MeToo movement, which began as a hashtag on Twitter in 2017 has now become a global 

phenomenon. India is experiencing its second wave of the #MeToo movement, in which women—

some of them public figures—have levelled sexual harassment charges against certain men, many of 

whom occupy powerful positions. Over the past few weeks, women in the entertainment industry 

and in journalism have used social media to name their alleged harassers. 

Body: 

Importance: 

 Tackling workplace sexual harassment is an ethical imperative and an economic imperative. 
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 Such harassment infringes on an individual’s right to freedom of profession and occupation 

and undercuts the ideals of a modern democracy. 

 Getting and retaining more women in the workforce has the potential to be a major growth 

driver. 

 Many personal stories of anger and guilt, buried under years of silence, emerged out to 

public media because of this recent campaign. 

 It is creating awareness about sexual violence and sexual assault. 

 It reveals one thing -the legal and systemic provisions to deal with sexual harassment have 

failed. 

 Women who suffered silently for years are now angry enough to put their faith in a “name 

and shame” mechanism. 

 The campaign allows victims to find courage to name the accused through a collective. 

 This forces administrators or the people in charge to take the problem seriously and begin a 

process of redress. 

 It also aims to change the power dynamics between males and females by exposing the 

abuse of power and position by influential men for sexually harassing the women around 

them. 

 The #MeToo movement resonated at the opening plenary session of the fifth Global 

Symposium on Health Systems Research. 

 SDG 5 is about gender equality and calling out sexist behaviour which is at the heart of the 

#MeToo movement 

Concerns / Challenges: 

 It has shown us that even the most privileged among women have not been spared from 

cultures of sexual harassment and exploitation. 

 If it has taken this long for women to come out in journalism/cinema, it will be difficult for 

women to speak up in the corporate world or other areas that are a lot more hierarchical. 

 There can be collateral damage with people getting wrongly accused. 

 Misuse: 

o ‘Amplifiers’, those who had called for accusations, collected and broadcast them. It 

turns out that some of them did not verify the narratives they received; and one 

amplifier’s own story has been challenged. 

o It’s disturbing to find that few women deleted their part of an online chat to make it 

seem like a one-sided solicitation, and that another concealed what might be a 

history of consensual sexting with the accused. 

 Women can experience health problems after workplace sexual harassment even by words 

also, a new study finds. 
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 These health problems can include high blood pressure, poor-quality sleep, anxiety and 

symptoms of depression. 

 Greater gender diversity at the workplace—an area where India lags. 

Conclusion: 

There is no denying that #MeToo rewrote the rules of engagement. It forced men to take the idea of 

consent seriously. It pushed organisations to sit up and take notice of sexual harassment. It ensured 

that due process mechanisms were set up in institutions. 

Way forward: 

 Besides taking this agenda further, we could perhaps now explore how boundaries can be 

drawn and respected in far more explicit ways by all genders in new-age sexual 

relationships. The digital age needs different mores. 

 More urgently, the women need understanding and a helping hand. 

 It takes tremendous courage to retract false statements, knowing how readily misogynists 

will pounce upon it, but one hopes more women will do so. 

 A clean-up can only help strengthen the movement, while giving all sides a measure of 

personal peace. 

“Interpretation of the Constitution is a work in progress.” Comment. (250 words) 
Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
  
Why this question: 
The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated the Constitutional Day celebrations 
organized by Supreme Court to mark the 70th Anniversary of the adoption of our constitution. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must analyse in what way the process of interpretation of Indian constitution is a work in 
progress. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Highlight the mechanisms that allow interpretation of the Indian constitution. 
Body: 
Explain the role of Judiciary and the parliament, explain in what way they interpret the Indian 
constitution continuously and explain the role played by them in different cases (examples). 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:   

Parliament, the Judiciary and the Executive are the three key arms of the Indian state, with well-

defined spheres of authority under the Constitution. Parliament represents the law making arm, the 

Executive is responsible for enforcement of laws, and the Judiciary is in charge of interpretation of 

the Constitution and laws as well as dispute resolution.  Each institution acts as a check and balance 

on the others’ powers, which may create tension in their relationships. 
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Body: 

Role of Judiciary in interpreting constitution: 

 The higher judiciary (Supreme Court and High Courts) acts as the custodian of the Constitution 

because it is responsible for its interpretation and enforcement.  The higher judiciary also has 

the power to strike down laws of Parliament and actions of the Executive as invalid, if they 

violate the Constitution.  This is called the power of judicial review.  

 For example, a law may be declared as invalid if it violates the fundamental rights guaranteed by 

the Constitution.  A law may also be declared invalid if its subject-matter is outside Parliament’s 

area of competence (e.g. a central law on police may be invalid because police falls within the 

state legislatures’ domain). 

 Striking down of Section 66A of the Information Technology Act, 2000: The Supreme Court 

exercised its power of judicial review and struck down its provision as unconstitutional.  It held 

that Section 66A violates Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution that protects freedom of speech 

and expression. 

 The Judiciary also exercises oversight over the Executive, when it decides matters related to 

constitutionality and legality of executive actions.  Occasionally it has also set up investigative 

and monitoring committees to monitor and oversee executive decisions. 

 For example, in 2011, it set up a Special Investigation Team to investigate money laundering and 

unaccounted money held abroad by Indians.10In another case, the Supreme Court required the 

state governments to report on forest conservation and industrial activities around forest. 

 The Supreme Court has held that Parliament’s power to amend the Constitution is limited, that 

is, Parliament cannot amend the ‘basic structure’ of the Constitution. 

 The Judiciary has used its power of interpretation to identify fundamental aspects of the 

Constitution that cannot amended. These include ‘supremacy of the Constitution’, ‘separation of 

powers’, ‘judicial review’ and ‘judicial independence’. This is an open list to which the Judiciary 

may add new aspects. 

Role of Parliament in interpreting Constitution: 

 Parliament has the power to amend the Constitution.   

 To check against the misuse of this power, a higher threshold of support is required to amend 

the Constitution as compared to a simple law.  

 A Constitution Amendment Bill needs the support of more than half the members in each House 

of Parliament, and atleast two-thirds of the members present and voting.   

 Additionally, ratification by more than half the states is required for amendments that affect 

powers of the states and the Judiciary.  A recent example of this is the Constitution 

(101stAmendment) Act, 2016that enabled introduction of the Goods and Service Tax. 

 Parliament may examine the constitutionality and legality of executive actions. 

 It also debates whether the policies address the needs of the people, financial allocations and 

issues with implementation.   
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 For example, Rajya Sabha took up a discussion on demonetisation of currency during the Winter 

Session 2016 and MPs raised questions around implementation of the decision. 

Conclusion: 

The Constitution of India keeps responding to the situations and circumstances arising from time to 

time. Even after so many changes in the society, the Constitution continues to work effectively 

because of this ability to be dynamic, to be open to interpretations and the ability to respond to the 

changing situation. This is a hallmark of a democratic constitution. Indian Constitution can be 

changed according to the requirement and the needs of the present society and its future, it is not a 

constant and static document rather it is fluid and it can be changed by the process of amendment. 

Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local 

levels and challenges therein. 

Unequal development among states and within states have led to problems like 

migration, substandard quality of life and led to competitive federalism, it has also 

further increased gap between developed and underdeveloped states. Do you think 

formation of small states would address this problem in India? Analyse. (250 words) 
Indian Polity by Laxmikanth 
Why this question: 
The question is from the static portions of polity section. 
Key demand of the question: 
Answer demands benefits of smaller states and are they solution to problems which India is now 
suffering now. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Quote facts and figures from world inequality report 2018 or state human development report by 
UNDP to understand gravity of problem.   
Body: 
Discuss what benefits of small states are; explain how they would help in inclusive and equitable 
Governance. 
Then write what are disadvantages of small states and how they will give rise new problems. 
Provide suitable examples from the recent times.  
Conclusion: 
Conclude by giving suggestions like strengthening grassroot democracy by bringing amendments to 
73rd &74th CAA. Write strengthening of Charter act, RTI etc. 
Introduction: 

The Indian ‘model’ of federalism has several marked differences from the classical federal models 

one finds in countries like the United States, Canada, and Australia. A notable difference has been 

the unilateral power of the union parliament to reorganize the political structure of the country by 

forming new states and to alter the areas, boundaries or names of existing sates. Article 1 of the 

constitution, “India is a Union of states”, means that states were created for administrative 
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convenience. States have no right to secede from the union and hence states do not have a say in 

their creation. 

Body: 

Reasons for demand for the break-up of large states: 

 The regions include Gorkhaland and Kamtapur in West Bengal; Coorg in Karnataka; 

Mithilanchal in Bihar; Saurashtra in Gujarat; Vidarbha in Maharashtra; Harit Pradesh, 

Purvanchal, Braj Pradesh and Awadh Pradesh in Uttar Pradesh and Bundelkhand 

comprising areas of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. 

 Significantly, some of these regions have enormous populations comparable to countries of 

the global north in terms of territory and population. 

 Electoral politics in the ‘post-Congress polity’ has been marked by the politicization and 

mobilization of social cleavages along territorially confined lines of caste, religion and 

region by state-level ‘ethnic’ parties. 

 The issue of language and culture-which had shaped the earlier process of reorganization– 

shifted to those of better governance and greater participation, administrative convenience, 

economic viability in the developmental needs of sub regions. 

 Centralized federalism under the shadow of the development-planning model failed to 

achieve its avowed aim of bringing about equitable development across and within the 

regional states. 

 India has also been witness to what may be called the ‘secession of the rich’ as regions 

attracting huge private investments and registering impressive growth, have started 

resenting the dependence of relatively underdeveloped regions on the revenues transferred 

to them (for example, Harit Pradesh in Uttar Pradesh). 

Creation of smaller states is a much needed move: 

 It’s a well-known fact that creation of smaller state in India had experiences the betterment 

of Indian economy. The growth of GDP, better governance and development. 

 Factual analysis shows the development and efficiency argument does work in favour of the 

new states when compared with the parent states. 

 During the tenth five-year plan period, Chhattisgarh averaged 9.2 percent growth annually 

compared with 4.3 percent by Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand averaged 11.1 per cent annually 

compared with 4.7 percent by Bihar, and Uttarakhand achieved 8.8 per cent growth annually 

compared with 4.6 percent by Uttar Pradesh. 

 Arguably, getting ‘a territory of their own’ unleashes the untapped/suppressed growth 

potentials of the hitherto peripheral regions. 

 Comparatively smaller but compact geographical entities tend to ensure that there is better 

democratic governance, as there is greater awareness among the policy makers about the 

local needs. 
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 Smaller spatial units having linguistic compatibility and cultural homogeneity also allow for 

better management, implementation and allocation of public resources in provisioning basic 

social and economic infrastructure services. 

 Smaller states provide gains for the electorates in terms of better representation of their 

preferences in the composition of the government. 

 In a patronage-based democracy like in India, the amount of the transfer of state 

resources/largesse a constituency/region gets depends crucially on whether the local 

representative belongs to the ruling party. 

However, there are challenges too: 

 Reminiscent of ‘partition anxiety’, many fear the rise of regional and linguistic fanaticism as 

threats to national unity and integrity. A global surge in ethno-nationalist conflicts serves to 

rekindle these fears. No region has ever experienced secessionist movement after being 

reorganised as a separate state except for a brief time in Punjab. 

 Many believe that bigger states ensure cohesion and stability; however, there are myriad 

forms of political violence going on unabated in the big states (eg. Uttar Pradesh, Andhra 

Pradesh and West Bengal). 

 In these cases, violent movements are expressions of a demand for recognition, justice and 

autonomy; relatively homogeneous smaller states would always be better poised to provide 

a wider range of policies in response to local conditions. 

 Political expediency and opportunism rather than the objective evaluation of democratic 

and developmental potential are said to be involved in the making of new states. 

 A new state may find itself lacking in infrastructure, which requires time, money and efforts 

to build. On the political front too there are many challenges that smaller states have to 

face, as the dream of new smaller states was ushered in by the leaders need. 

 Small states depend to a substantial extent on central government for financial aid. It will 

not be economically prudent to set up new states as it would incur expenditure to set up 

state machinery. 

 With India however the diversity and multiculturalism is so connected in Indian culture that 

the idea of separate sovereign nation states wouldn’t be viable as all Indian states have such 

a diverse mix of Indians. 

 To create a nation state based on the idea of culture or language in such a diverse society 

would cause hatred of the outsiders who the natives felt didn’t belong in that state. 

Way forward: 

 The federal polity of India does need to accommodate the ongoing demands for smaller 

states. 

 In most regions, even if the local, urban entrepreneurial/middle classes (with a hidden class 

agenda in some cases) lead the demands, these demands represent the democratic 

aspirations of the hitherto politically dormant, neglected and discriminated masses from 

the peripheral regions. 
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 For democratically negotiating such demands, a second state reorganization commission 

must be constituted by the centre. 

 The commission must have the quasi-judicial power to ascertain a set of objective and 

coherent criteria (not lopsided political considerations) that can be uniformly applied, like in 

the case of the state reorganisation commission set up in 1953. 

 It could be a constitutional body to oversee transparency of the consultation process. 

 Concomitant revenue raising powers may also be devolved to such an autonomous 

institution to avoid its undue financial dependence on the state government. 

 The creation of smaller states would contribute to the federal agenda of enhancing 

democratic development based on decentralized governance and greater autonomy for 

units. 

PESA seeks to empower Gram Sabhas in scheduled areas to emerge as effective 

institutions of self-governance. Critically evaluate the performance of PESA.(250 words) 
Indian Polity by Lakshmikanth 
Why this question: 
The question aims to ascertain the performance of PESA and its significance in fostering self-
governance to local government. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to first elaborate briefly upon the PESA and explain how and in what way it empowers Gram 
Sabhas and also evaluate the performance of PESA. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgement. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
On the basis of recommendation of Bhuria Commitee 1994 , Parliament under Article 243M (4) 
enacted PESA to extend 73rd and 74th Amendment provisions to scheduled area. 
Body: 
Set the context of the question by discussing the statement briefly and explain how it empowers 
Gram Sabha. 
The important part of the question is to evaluate the performance of PESA. So discuss the issues 
associated with the act. Discuss the concept of Village, Superficial decentralization, apathy of 
administration, lack of grievance redressal mechanism, issue related regarding with release of 
funds/grants etc.  
Conclusion: 
Conclude by highlighting the significance and saying that PESA has been a commendable step that 
decentralizes the powers and make India an India of Gandhi’s dream. 
Introduction:     

Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 is a law enacted by Government of India to 

cover the “Scheduled Areas”, which are not covered in the 73rd Constitutional amendment. This 

particular act extends the provisions of Part IX to the Scheduled Areas of the country. PESA brought 

powers further down to the Gram Sabha level. The Gram Sabha in the Panchayat Act were entrusted 
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with wide ranging powers starting from consultation on land acquisition to that of ownership over 

minor forest produces and leasing of minor minerals. 

Body: 

Under the PESA, the Gram Sabha or Panchayats at appropriate level shall have the following 

powers: 

 To be consulted on matters of land acquisition and resettlement. 

 Grant prospecting license for mining lease for minor minerals and concessions for such 

activities. 

 Planning and management of minor water bodies. 

 The power to enforce prohibition or to regulate or restrict the sale and consumption of any 

intoxicant. 

 The ownership of minor forest produces. 

 The power to prevent alienation of land and to restore any unlawfully alienated land of a 

scheduled tribe. 

 The power to manage village markets. 

 The power to exercise control over money lending to scheduled tribes. 

Problems with PESA: 

 Dilution of role of Tribal Advisory Councils: PESA comes under the Fifth Schedule, which 

mandates Tribal Advisory Councils to oversee tribal affairs and also gives extrajudicial, extra 

constitutional powers to the Governors of each State to intervene in matters where they see 

tribal autonomy being compromised. 

 However, the councils, with the Chief Minister as their chairperson, have evolved into a non-

assertive institution amid the machinations of upper-class politics, and its representatives 

hardly speak against the State governments’ policies. 

 The Governors, in order to have friendly relations with the Chief Ministers, have desisted 

from getting involved in tribal matters. Tribal activists have constantly complained that there 

is not even a single instance where the Governors have responded to their petitions for 

interventions in threatening crises, such as deepening clashes over land, mining or police 

excesses. 

 Lack of coordination at Centre: Even if one were to expect proactive intervention from the 

Centre, PESA would get entangled in bureaucratic shackles. Two different ministries, the 

Ministry of Panchayati Raj and the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, have an overlapping influence 

on the implementation of PESA and they function almost without any coordination. 

 Lack of operationalization: In most of the state the enabling rules are not in place more 

than eight years after the adoption of the Act suggests that the state governments are 

reluctant to operationalize the PESA mandate. 

 Ignoring the spirit of PESA: The state legislations have omitted some of the fundamental 

principles without which the spirit of PESA can never be realised. For instance, the premise 
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in PESA that state legislations on Panchayats shall be in consonance with customary laws 

and among other things traditional management practices of community resources is 

ignored by most of the state laws. 

 Ambiguous definitions: No legal definition of the terms like minor water bodies, minor 

minerals etc. exist in the statute books. The states in their conformity legislations have also 

not defined the term leading to ambiguity and scope of interpretation by the bureaucracy. 

Conclusion: 

In recent years, many reports ‘The Report of Expert Group of the Planning Commission on 

Development Challenges in Extremist Affected Areas’ (2008), ‘The Sixth Report of the Second 

Administrative Reforms Commission’ (2007), ‘The Balchandra Mungekar Committee Report’ 

(2009), etc. have clearly underlined the dismal situation of the implementation of PESA. 

Therefore, there is an urgent need to opt for an effective device whereby maximum people can be 

informed, made aware and motivated to come forward for the proper implementation and 

execution of PESA. There is an urgent need to break the culture of silence among tribal and to strive 

for capacity building, sensitization and orientation to improve the tribal self-rule scenario. 

President rule in a state cannot be imposed on a political fancy but on an objective 

material. Examine the statement in the light of S.R. Bommai Case. (250 words) 
The hindu 
Indian Polity by Lakshmikant 
Why this question: 
The question is amidst the recent application of president’s rule across various states of the country. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must elaborate on the objectivity quotient that is often claimed while proclaiming president’s 
rule. Also elucidate upon the judgment of S.R. Bommai Case. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In first explain the recent incidents of president’s rule. 
Body: 
Explain about S.R. Bommai case verdict President’s rule.  
Discuss the need for objectivity in imposing president’s rule in the state. 
Add a brief note on the recommendations given by various commission 
Commission. 
Conclusion: 
Give a futuristic way forward for the same. 
Introduction:     

Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari’s recommendation for President’s rule in the State 

under Article 356 (1) of the Constitution has once again whipped up the issue of political whim and 

fancy by which it is used. A nine-judge Constitution Bench of the court in the Bommai case, which is 

the reigning authority on the use and misuse of Article 356, had held that political whim or fancy 

cannot form the basis for the President to proclaim central rule in a State 
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Body: 

S.R Bommai vs Union of India case: 

 R. Bommai was the Chief Minister of the Janata Dal government in Karnataka. 

 His government was dismissed on April 21, 1989 under Article 356 of the Constitution and 

President’s Rule was imposed. 

 The dismissal was on grounds that the Bommai government had lost majority following 

large-scale defections engineered. 

 The then Governor refused to give Bommai an opportunity to test his majority in the 

Assembly despite the latter presenting him with a copy of the resolution passed by the 

Janata Dal Legislature Party. 

 Bommai party went to Supreme Court against the Governor’s decision to recommend 

President’s Rule. 

Verdict of the case: 

 Supreme Court issued the historic order, which in a way put an end to the arbitrary 

dismissal of State governments under Article 356 by spelling out restrictions. 

 Verdict concluded that the power of the President to dismiss a State government is not 

absolute. 

 The verdict said the President should exercise the power only after his proclamation 

(imposing his/her rule) is approved by both Houses of Parliament. Till then the President can 

only suspend the Legislative Assembly by suspending the provisions of Constitution relating 

to the Legislative Assembly. 

 The dissolution of Legislative Assembly is not a matter of course. It should be resorted to 

only where it is found necessary for achieving the purposes of the Proclamation. 

 In case both Houses of Parliament disapprove or do not approve the Proclamation, the 

Proclamation lapses at the end of the two-month period. In such a case, the government 

which was dismissed revives. 

 The Court made it amply clear that a Presidential Proclamation under Article 356 is subject 

to judicial review. 

 Article 356 could only be resorted to when there was a breakdown of constitutional 

machinery, as distinguished from an ordinary breakdown of law and order. 

Implications of the verdict: 

 This case put an end to the arbitrary dismissal of State governments by a hostile Central 

government. 

 The verdict also categorically ruled that the floor of the Assembly is the only forum that 

should test the majority of the government of the day, and not the subjective opinion of the 

Governor. 
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 Whenever the case of a hung Assembly, and the subsequent exercise of government 

formation, came up, the Bommai case would be cited, making it one of the most quoted 

verdicts in the country’s political history. 

 It has further to be remembered that the Article requires that the President ‘has to be 

satisfied’ that the situation in question has arisen. Hence the material in question has to be 

such as would induce a reasonable man to come to the conclusion in question. 

 the President has to be convinced of or should have sufficient proof of information with 

regard to or has to be free from doubt or uncertainty about the state of things indicating 

that the situation in question has arisen. 

 The court had stated that although the sufficiency or otherwise of the material cannot be 

questioned, the legitimacy of inference drawn from such material is “certainly open to 

judicial review”. 

 The proclamation by the President under Article 356 is on the advice of the Council of 

Ministers tendered under Article 74(1). 

 The Union Cabinet considered the report of the Governor and has approved making a 

recommendation to President to issue a Proclamation under article 356(1) of the 

Constitution imposing President’s rule in relation to the State of Maharashtra and keeping 

the State Legislative Assembly under suspended animation. 

Conclusion: 

Article 356 (1) has been deliberately drafted in a narrow language by the Founding Fathers 

so that political parties in the Centre does not misuse it to subvert federalism. The proclamation of 

President’s rule in a State is open to challenge if there is no supporting objective material. The 

Council of Ministers under our system would always belong to one or the other political party. In 

view of the pluralist democracy and the federal structure that we have accepted under our 

Constitution, the party or parties in power [in case of coalition Government] at the Centre and in the 

States may not be the same. Hence there is a need to confine the exercise of power under Article 

356[1] strictly to the situation mentioned therein which is a condition precedent to the said exercise. 

Discuss the Salient features of Indian Constitution. How Indian secularism is different 

from the concept of western secularism. Discuss. (250 words) 
Indian Polity by Laxmikanth 
Why this question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper II. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss the Salient features of Indian Constitution in detail and explain how Indian secularism is 
different from the concept of western secularism. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give a brief introduction like ‘Though borrowed from almost every constitution in the world, Indian 
constitution is unique in its contents and spirit and have several salient features’. 
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Body: 
Briefly discuss in points various features of Indian Constitution like length, sources, blend of rigidity 
and flexibility, quasi federal nature, synthesis of parliamentary sovereignty and judicial supremacy, 
Integrated yet independent judiciary, single citizenship etc.  
In second half of the question brings out the differences between Indian concept of secularism and 
western concept of secularism.  
Conclusion: 
India’s unique model of secularism has so far been a successful model which is evident from the 
sustained harmonious coexistence of almost all religions of the world in the country for centuries. 
Introduction:     

The Constitution of India is considered as a distinctive constitution around the globe. It is the largest 

written liberal democratic constitution of the world. It offers for a mixture of federalism and 

Unitarianism, and flexibility and with rigidity. 

Body: 

Salient features of Indian constitution: 

 Preamble of the Constitution: 

 The Preamble consists of the ideals, objectives and basic principles of the Constitution. 

 The salient features of the Constitution have developed directly and indirectly from 

these objectives which flow from the Preamble. 

 It asserts India to be a Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic Republic and a welfare 

state committed to secure justice, liberty and equality for the people and for 

promoting fraternity, dignity the individual, and unity and integrity of the nation. 

 The Preamble is the nature of Indian state and the objectives it is committed to secure 

for the people. 

 Democratic system: 

 The authority of the government rests upon the sovereignty of the people. The people 

enjoy equal political rights. 

 Free fair and regular elections are held for electing governments 

 India is a Republic: 

 The Preamble declares India to be a Republic. 

 India is not ruled by a monarch or a nominated head of state. India has an elected head 

of state (President of India) who wields power for a fixed term of 5 years. 

 After every 5 years, the people of India indirectly elect their President. 

 Union of States: 

 Article I of the Constitution declares, that “India that is Bharat is a Union of States.” 

 Fundamental Rights and duties: 

 The Constitution of India grants and guarantees Fundamental Rights to its citizens. 
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 The constitution of India confirms the basic principle that every individual is permitted 

to enjoy certain basic rights and part III of the Constitution deals with those rights 

which are known as fundamental right. 

 The Six FR include- Right to Equality; Right to Freedom; Right Against 

Exploitation; Right to Freedom of Religion; Cultural and Educational Rights and Right 

to Constitutional Remedies (Art. 32). 

 The fundamental rights are justiciable and are not absolute. Reasonable constraints 

can be imposed keeping in view the security-requirements of the state. 

 A new part IV (A) after the Directive Principles of State Policy was combined in the 

constitution by the 42nd Amendment, 1976 for fundamental duties. 

 Directive Principles of State Policy: 

 A unique aspect of the Constitution is that it comprises of a chapter in the Directive 

Principles of State Policy. 

 These principles are in the nature of directives to the government to implement them 

to maintain social and economic democracy in the country. 

 Parliamentary System: 

 The Constituent Assembly decided to espouse Parliamentary form of government both 

for the Centre and the states. 

 In Indian parliamentary system, distinction is made between nominal and real 

executive head. 

 The Council of Ministers is responsible before the Lok Sabha, The lower house of union 

parliament. There are close relations between executive and legislature. 

 Federal structure of government: 

 A federal state is a state where a country is divided into smaller regions and the 

government is functioning at two levels. 

 The Indian Constitution has envisaged a federal structure for India considering the 

geographical vastness and the diversity of languages, region, religions, castes, etc. 

 Written Constitution, supremacy of the Constitution, division of powers between 

Union and States, bicameral Legislature, independent Judiciary, etc. are the features of 

Indian federation. 

 Scholars describe India as a ‘Quasi-Federation’ (K.C. Wheare) or as ‘a federation with a 

unitary bias, or even as ‘a Unitarian federation.’ 

 Bicameralism: 

 The Constitution provides for a Bicameral Legislature at the Union level and names it as 

the Union Parliament. 

 Its two Houses are: The Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. 

 Universal Adult-Suffrage: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 41 

 All men and women enjoy an equal right to vote. Each adult man and woman above 

the age of 18 years has the right to vote. 

 All registered voters get the opportunity to vote in elections. 

 Single integrated State with Single Citizenship: 

 India is the single Independent and Sovereign integrated state. 

 All citizens enjoy a common uniform citizenship. 

 They are entitled to equal rights and freedoms, and equal protection of the state. 

 Integrated Judicial System: 

 The Constitution provides for a single integrated judicial system common for the Union 

and the states. 

 The Supreme Court of India works at the apex level, High Courts at the state level and 

other courts work under the High Courts. 

 Independent Judiciary 

 It is necessary to secure the philosophical foundations of the rule of law and 

democracy. 

 Firstly, the Constitution makers created a separate Judiciary independent of Legislature 

and Executive. 

 Secondly, the Constitution has ensured complete independence of Judiciary in the 

matters of administration and finances. 

 Amending the Constitution of India: 

 Amending the Constitution of India is the procedure of making modifications to the 

nation’s fundamental law or supreme law. 

 The procedure of amendment in the constitution is laid down in Part XX (Article 368) of 

the Constitution of India. 

 This procedure guarantees the sanctity of the Constitution of India and keeps a check 

on uninformed power of the Parliament of India. 

 Judicial Review: 

 The judiciary has significant position in Indian Constitution and it is also made 

independent of the legislature and the executive. 

 The Supreme Court of India stands at the peak of single integrated judicial system. 

 It operates as defender of fundamental rights of Indian citizens and guardian of the 

Constitution. 

 Basic Structure doctrine: 
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 The basic structure doctrine is an Indian judicial norm that the Constitution of India has 

certain basic features that cannot be changed or destroyed through amendments by 

the parliament. 

 The basic features of the Constitution have not been openly defined by the Judiciary. 

 At least, 20 features have been described as “basic” or “essential” by the Courts in 

numerous cases, and have been incorporated in the basic structure. 

 In Indira Gandhi v. Raj Narayan case and also in the Minerva Mills case, it was 

witnessed that the claim of any particular feature of the Constitution to be a “basic” 

feature would be determined by the Court in each case that comes before it. 

 Secularism: 

 In no other country of the world so many religions co-exist as in India. In view of such 

diversity the Constitution guarantees complete freedom of religion to all. 

 The citizens of our country are free to follow any religion and they enjoy equal rights 

without any distinction of caste, creed, religion or sex. 

 The State does not discriminate against anyone on the ground of his religion, nor can 

the State compel anybody to pay taxes for the support of any particular religion. 

 Everybody is equally entitled to freedom of conscience and the right freely to profess, 

practice and propagate religion. 

 The Constitution regards religion as a private affair of individuals and prohibits the 

State from interfering with it. The Constitution also grants various cultural rights to 

minorities. 

Difference between the Indian and western secularism: Over the years, India has developed its own 

unique concept of secularism that is fundamentally different from the parallel western concept of 

secularism in the following ways: 

 As per the western model of secularism, the “State” and the “religion” have their own 

separate spheres and neither the state nor the religion shall intervene in each other’s affairs. 

 Thus, the western concept of secularism requires complete separation of religion and state. 

 However, in India, neither in law nor in practice any ‘wall of separation’ between religion 

and the State exists. 

 In India, both state and religion can, and often do, interact and intervene in each other’s 

affairs within the legally prescribed and judicially settled parameters. 

 In other words, Indian secularism does not require a total banishment of religion from the 

State affairs. 

 As per the western model, the state cannot give any financial support to educational 

institutions run by religious communities. 

 On the other hand, Indian model has chosen a positive mode of engagement. 
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 In India, the state provides all religious minorities the right to establish and maintain their 

own educational institutions which may receive assistance from state. 

 In the western model, State does not intervene in the affairs of religion till the time religion 

is working within the limits of the law. 

 On the other hand, in Indian secularism, state shall interfere in religion so as to remove evils 

in it. 

 India has intervened by enforcing legislation against the practices of sati or widow-burning, 

dowry, animal and bird sacrifice, child marriage, and preventing Dalits from entering 

temples. 

 In western concept of secularism, religion is relegated entirely to the private sphere and has 

no place in public life whatsoever. 

 The western model prohibits any public policy to be drafted on the basis of religion 

therefore; state is absolutely distanced from the religious activities and practices of its 

citizens. 

 In India, state has the policy of setting up Departments of Religious Endowments, Wakf 

Boards, etc. It is also involved in appointing Trustees of these boards. 

Conclusion: 

The Indian Constitution is unique in both spirit and content. Notwithstanding the fact that several 

features of the constitution have been borrowed from other constitutions from all around the world, 

it is really a unique piece of work. 

Discuss the constitutional status of Rajya Sabha with respect to Lok Sabha. (250 words) 
 Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why this question: 
The question is from the static portions of the polity for GS paper I. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must discuss the constitutional status of Rajya Sabha with respect to Lok Sabha. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
constitutional status of Rajya Sabha w.r.t Lok Sabha to be discussed in three heads –  
 
Where Rajya Sabha is equals to Lok Sabha 
Where Rajya Sabha is unequal to Lok Sabha  
Special powers of Rajya Sabha which are not shared with Lok Sabha   
Body: 
Discuss all the headings in sequential manner by discussing the provisions in the constitution in brief. 
Highlight the features in detail of both the houses. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by highlighting the importance of Rajya Sabha. Example, it promotes the doctrine of checks 
and balances and scrutinizes hasty decisions of the Lok Sabha. 
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Introduction:     

Parliament is the head legislative body of India. It occupies a significant position in the country’s 

constitutional set-up. The Constitution of India divided Parliament as consisting of the President and 

two Houses known as the Rajya Sabha (Council of States) and the Lok Sabha (House of the People). 

The President of India is the head of the Parliament. The two houses of Parliament chiefly vary in 

their powers and functions. The time period of Lok Sabha is for five years, after which it dissolves. 

The Rajya Sabha is a permanent house, but after every two years, one-third of its members retire. 

Body: 

Provisions where Rajya Sabha holds equal position with Lok Sabha: 

Legislative Powers: 

 In the sphere of ordinary law-making the Rajya Sabha enjoys equal powers with the Lok 

Sabha. An ordinary bill can be introduced in the Rajya Sabha and it cannot become a law 

unless passed by it. 

 In case of a deadlock between the two Houses of Parliament over an ordinary bill and if it 

remains unresolved for six months, the President can convene a joint sitting of the two 

Houses for resolving the deadlock. 

 This joint sitting is presided over by the Speaker of the Lok Sabha. If the bill is passed in the 

joint sitting, it is sent to the President for his signatures. But if the deadlock is not resolved, 

the bill is deemed to have been killed. 

Executive Powers: 

 “The Union Council of Ministers is collectively responsible before the Lok Sabha and not the 

Rajya Sabha.” Lok Sabha alone can cause the fall of the Council of Ministers by passing a vote 

of no-confidence. 

 Although the Rajya Sabha cannot remove the Ministry from its office yet the members of the 

Rajya Sabha can exercise some control over the ministers by criticising their policies, by 

asking questions and supplementary questions, and by moving adjournment motions. Some 

of the ministers are also taken from the Rajya Sabha. Now the Prime Minister can also be 

from Rajya Sabha if the majority party in the Lok Sabha may elect/adopt him as its leader. 

Amendment Powers: 

 Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha can together amend the constitution by passing an amendment 

bill with 2/3 majority in each House. 

Judicial Powers: 

 The Rajya Sabha acting along with the Lok Sabha can impeach the President on charges of 

violation of the Constitution. 

 The Rajya Sabha can also pass a special address for causing the removal of a judge of the 

Supreme Court or of any High Court. 

 The charges against the Vice-President can be levelled only in the Rajya Sabha. 
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 The Rajya Sabha can pass a resolution for the removal of some high officers like the Attorney 

General of India, Comptroller and Auditor General and Chief Election Commissioner. 

Provisions where Lok Sabha is more powerful than the Rajya Sabha: 

 The Council of Ministers is not responsible to the Rajya Sabha. Therefore, no-confidence 

motion cannot be introduced in the Rajya Sabha. The Council of Ministers is in fact, only 

responsible to the Lok Sabha, according to article 75(3). It can remove a government from 

office by passing a resolution of no-confidence. 

 In case of a deadlock during the passage of the bill, the joint sitting called for by the 

President of India will be headed only by the Speaker of Lok Sabha. 

 Under article 352, Lok Sabha in special sitting, can disapprove the proclamation of President, 

regarding continuance in force of national emergency. Hence, President has to revoke the 

emergency in this case. 

 Censure motion, adjournment motion and No-confidence motion can be passed only in the 

Lok Sabha. 

The Rajya Sabha enjoys two exclusive powers: 

 The Power to declare a subject of State List as a subject of National Importance: The Rajya 

Sabha can pass a resolution by 2/3rd majority of its members for declaring a State List 

subject as a subject of national importance. Such a resolution empowers the Union 

Parliament to legislate on such a state subject for a period of one year. Such resolutions can 

be repeatedly passed by the Rajya Sabha. 

 Power in respect of Creation or Abolition of an All India Service: The Rajya Sabha has the 

power to create one or more new All India Services. It can do so by passing a resolution 

supported by 2/3rd majority on the plea of national interest. In a similar way, the Rajya 

Sabha can disband an existing All India Service. 

Conclusion: 

Disagreement between the two Houses on various amendments to a Bill is resolved by both the 

houses meeting in a joint sitting and resolutions are decided by majority vote. But it also has some 

exceptions like this provision of joint sitting does not apply to Money Bills and Constitution 

Amendment Bills. All matters which are related to legislation demands consent and approval from 

both the houses of the parliament. 

The Citizenship (Amendment) the Bill intends to make it easier for non-Muslim 

immigrants from India’s three Muslim-majority neighbours to become citizens of India. 

Comment on the utility of the bill and the furore around it.(250 words) 
Indianexpress 
Why this question: 
The government intends to introduce The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill in Parliament’s Winter 
Session that commences on Monday and is scheduled to continue until December 13. Thus the 
question. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must explain the features of The Citizenship (Amendment) the Bill in detail and discuss its utility 
and the furore around it. 
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Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Briefly state the nuances of the Bill. 
Body: 
Explain what the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill is. 
Trace the chronology of events around the bill. 
With the 16th Lok Sabha nearing the end of its term, the government was racing against time to 
introduce it in Rajya Sabha. 
However, massive protests against the Bill in the Northeast acted to restrain the government, and 
Rajya Sabha adjourned sine die on February 13, 2019, without the Bill being tabled. The Bill is now 
likely to be introduced afresh in the Winter Session. It will have to be passed by both Houses in order 
to become a law. 
Explain the controversy around the Bill. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what should be the possible way ahead to waddle through the situation. 
Introduction:     

The Citizenship Amendment Bill 2016 seeks to allow illegal migrants from certain minority 

communities in Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan eligible for Indian citizenship. In other words, 

it amends the Citizenship Act of 1955. The Bill was recently passed in the LokSabha. Nagaland, along 

with other north-eastern States, has witnessed several protests. The Citizenship Amendment Bill too, 

therefore, lapsed. The Bill is now likely to be introduced afresh in the Winter Session. It will have to 

be passed by both Houses in order to become a law. 

Body: 

The key features of the bill are: 

 Definition of Illegal migrants: 

o The Citizenship Act, 1955 prohibits illegal migrants from acquiring Indian citizenship. 

o The Bill amends the act to provide that the following minority groups will not be 

treated as illegal migrants: Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, Parsis, Christians and Buddhists — 

from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh who came to India before 2014 

 Citizenship by naturalisation: 

o Under Citizenship Act, 1955, one of the requirements for citizenship by 

naturalisation is that the applicant must have resided in India for 12 of the 15 years 

preceding the date of application. 

o It appeals for the minimum years of residency in India to apply for citizenship to be 

lessened from at least 11 to six years for such migrants. 

 Cancellation of registration of OCI cardholder: 

 The Bill provides that the registration of Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholders may be 

cancelled if they violate any law. 
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Need for Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016: 

 There are thousands of Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists, Christians and Parsis who have 

entered India after facing religious persecution in countries like Pakistan, Bangladesh and 

Afghanistan without any valid document. 

 These refugees have been facing difficulty in getting Long Term Visa (LTV) or Citizenship. 

 The existing Citizenship law does not allow anyone granting Indian nationality if he or she 

cannot show proof of documents on country of birth and therefore they have to stay at least 

12 years in India. 

 Those Hindus who are persecuted due to religion has no other place to go except India. 

The issues surrounding the bill: 

 Violates Article 14: 
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o Article 14 of the Constitution guarantees equality to all persons, citizens and 

foreigners, differentiating between people on the grounds of religion would be in 

violation of the constitution. 

o Civil society groups are opposing the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016, terming it 

“communally motivated humanitarianism.” 

 Endorsing a particular religion: 

o The bill undermines the Assam Accord which was signed to deport all the illegal 

migrants, majority being from Bangladesh, who entered Assam after 1971. 

o The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016 imagines India as a Hindu homeland, which 

is a refutation of the constitutional idea of the republic. 

o Experts see it as a move to endorse Hindus from Bangladesh who migrated to Assam 

after 1971. 

o The Bill makes illegal migrants eligible for citizenship on the basis of religion. This 

may violate Article 14 of the Constitution which guarantees right to equality. 

 OCI: 

o The Bill allows cancellation of OCI registration for violation of any law. This is a wide 

ground that may cover a range of violations, including minor offences 

 Discrimination of Muslims: 

o Alleged illegal migration from Bangladesh has been at the heart of Assam’s 

discontent. Not just the Muslim Bengali, but the Hindu Bengali has also been a 

reason for political mobilisation in the state. But only Hindu Bengalis are being 

favoured by the bill. 

o While Hindus and Parsis, Sikhs, Buddhists and Christians might be naturalised, 

Muslims will not be offered the same advantage even if they are persecuted 

Special concerns of NE indigenous people: 

 The Bill has not been sitting well with the Assamese as it contradicts the Assam Accord of 

1985, which clearly states that illegal migrants heading in from Bangladesh after March 25, 

1971, would be deported. 

 Mizoram fears Buddhist Chakmas and Hindu Hajongs from Bangladesh may take advantage 

of the Act. 

 Meghalaya and Nagaland are apprehensive of migrants of Bengali stock. 

 Groups in Arunachal Pradesh fear the new rules may benefit Chakmas and Tibetans. 

 Manipur wants the Inner-line Permit System to stop outsiders from entering the state. 

Other legal fallacies of the proposed law: 

 The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill also fails on the tenets of international refugee law. 
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 Although India is not a signatory to the 1951 UN Refugee Convention, granting refuge 

based on humanitarian considerations is arguably a norm of customary international law. 

 Shelter to individuals of a select religion defeats not only the intention but also the 

rationality of refugee policy. 

 Muslims are considerably discriminated against and exploited in the neighbouring countries 

of China, Sri Lanka and the 36,000 Rohingyas Muslims from Myanmar who fled to India in 

the wake of 2015 insurgency is just one such example. 

 Rohingya Muslims fleeing persecution in Myanmar are not offered such hospitality. The only 

way for them to live in India is by obtaining a valid visa and refugee status. 

Conclusion: 

India’s citizenship provisions are derived from the perception of the country as a secular republic. 

Discrimination is often at the root of identity-related tensions. Such tensions have a potential to 

develop into crises that could ultimately lead to conflict, forced displacement and, in the worst 

cases, to atrocity crimes, including genocide. The whole governance network must recognize that 

effort to promote and protect the rights of minorities must be multidimensional and engage the 

entire System. Hence, before these instances develops into a broken window syndrome, these must 

be allayed as early as possible. What the communities and civil societies need to look after is the 

sense of developing an integrative humanistic framework which allows for affirmative discrimination 

in favour of minorities at the same time ending avenues for potential abuse. 

With the economic centre of gravity shifting to states, India’s growth hinges on 

cooperative federalism. Elucidate.(250 words) 

Indianexpress 
Why this question: 
The question is based on the cooperative federalism. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the current scenario of the Indian economy and why cooperative federalism is the key to this 
problem. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief define cooperative federalism. 
Body: 
First provide facts for the current economic conditions in the country. 
Explain in detail the cooperative federalism. 
Take hints from the article and explain in what way the federalism can prove to be a solution. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that India’s prospects, including our aspiration for a $5 trillion economy, depend on the 
Centre and the states working together. 
Introduction:     

Cooperative federalism is a system in which there is joint decision-making between several 

jurisdictions of government based on consensus. India has a federal form of government, and hence 
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a federal fiscal system. For successful operation of federal form of government, financial 

independence and adequacy forms the backbone. The Economic Survey 2017-18 highlighted the 

need for fiscal federalism. 

Body: 

There is a growing importance of states in India’s economic management. This can be illustrated 

with the following instances: 

 The Central Government’s attempt to reform the land acquisition law by tweaking the 

balance in favour of investors, but quickly buckled down as many states took umbrage. This, 

even though land is on the concurrent list in the Constitution, and a central law would have 

prevailed notwithstanding states’ opposition. 

 When the government amended the terms of reference of the 15th Finance Commission a 

few months ago asking that allocations for defence and internal security be carved out 

upfront, before determining the pool of resources to be shared with the states, the latter 

baulked at the highhandedness of the Centre. 

 In the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business index released last month, India ranked 63, an 

impressive jump from its lowly rank of 142 when the NDA government first came into office 

in 2014. Yet, there is anecdotal evidence of investors being frustrated by venality, 

indifference and corruption at the operating level – the states. 

Pre LPG reforms era: 

 In the early years of our republic, the Centre dominated across all domains — political, 

economic and administrative — and states, even those led by leaders with political heft, 

acquiesced to this unequal arrangement. 

 The reaction to central dominance came in the early 1980s when strong regional leaders 

started agitating against “the hegemony of the Centre”. 

 The Centre yielded to the states, but largely in the political space. 

 Much of the economic policy control stayed with the Centre which decided not just public 

investment but even private investment through its industrial and import licensing policies, 

leaving the states on the margins of economic management. 

Post LPG reforms: Three trends, in particular, have shifted the economic centre of gravity from the 

Centre to the states 

 Change in the content of the reform agenda: 

 The Centre could push through the reforms of the 1990s without even informing, much 

less consulting, the states because they all pertained to subjects such as industrial 

licencing, import permits, exchange rate and the financial sector, which were entirely 

within its domain. 

 In contrast, the second-generation reforms on the agenda now shift the emphasis from 

product to factor markets like land, labour and taxation, which need, not just 

acquiescence, but often the consent of states. 
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 GST negotiations: There was a clash of interests not just between the Centre and states 

but also between producer and consumer states, large and small states and coastal 

and inland states. 

 The grand bargain that culminated in the GST, admittedly imperfect, involved all 

parties making compromises. 

 But the deal could not be clinched until the Centre guaranteed to fill the revenue gap, 

if any, of states according to an agreed formula. 

 Changing dynamics of our fiscal federalism: 

 Ballpark estimates suggest that the Centre collects about 60 per cent of the combined 

revenue (Centre and states), but gets to spend only about 40 per cent of the combined 

expenditure. 

 This asymmetry is mirrored on the states’ side. Together, they collect 40 per cent of 

the combined revenue, but spend as much as 60 per cent of the combined 

expenditure. 

 More important than the aggregates are the greater autonomy that states now enjoy 

in determining their expenditure. 

 Post Planning Commission, the states now not only get a larger quantum of central 

transfers but also get to decide on how to spend that larger quantum. 

 Poor public finance management: The RBI in its latest annual report on state finances, 

raised several red flags — states’ increasing weakness in raising revenue, their 

unsustainable debt burden and their tendency to retrench capital expenditures in 

order to accommodate fiscal shocks such as farm loan waivers, power sector loans 

under UDAY and a host of income transfer schemes. 

 The quality of expenditure at the state level has a multiplier effect on overall 

development outcomes. 

 Conversely, fiscal irresponsibility will take a heavy toll on our growth and welfare 

prospects. 

 States’ critical role in creating a conducive investment climate in the country: 

 Much of the responsibility for improving the ease of doing business rests not with Delhi 

but with the states. 

 This highlights the need for coordinated action. 

Conclusion: 

There is an urgent need to tackle the above challenges in fiscal federalism by using the co-operative 

federalism to ensure socio-economic development of India. The spirit of cooperative federalism 

requires both the Union and the State governments to sacrifice their fiscal autonomy in favour of a 

collective decision-making process. Thus, India’s prospects, including our aspiration for a $5 trillion 

economy, depend on the Centre and the states working together. 
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The Inter-State River Water Disputes are one of the most contiguous issues in the 

Indian federalism today, discuss. Also explain if it’s time for a new mechanism rather 

than tribunals.(250 words) 
Indianexpress 
Why this question: 
The article discusses the river water dispute across the states in the context of Mahadhayi.  
Key demand of the question: 
Explain in detail the Inter-State River Water dispute and the concerns around it. Suggest the 
mechanisms that can be found around it. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief narrate the background of the issue. 
Body: 
Explain in detail the current dispute between the states of Goa and Karnataka. 
Discuss the present mechanisms for dispute resolution present in the Indian scenario. 
Suggest what the possible ways to resolve the issue are. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     

India has seen protracted river water sharing disputes in recent years. Depleting groundwater, 

drying rivers and increasing demand for water have led to long legal wrangles between warring 

states. But very soon, India might have a single national tribunal — the Inter-State River Water 

Disputes Tribunal — to arbitrate inter-state water disputes. Its recommendations will be binding on 

the competing parties. Over the years, there have been several tribunals hearing disputes between 

states on river water sharing, but they have not been effective in resolving disputes in a time-bound 

manner. While there are suggestions for reconsidering and reviewing the structuring and functioning 

of the tribunals, there is also a need to look for an alternative mechanism, based on environmental 

thinking, to resolve such disputes effectively, amicably and sustainably. 

Body: 

Causes of Inter-State Water Dispute: 

  

 Water is a finite resource and its demand has increased several times in agricultural, 

industrial and domestic sector than what is available at present as the country is growing 

and lifestyle is changing such as increased urbanization. 

 The moment water is accumulated at a large scale, it gives rise to dispute where 

commissions come into play and this goes on. This is also more of a political issue because 

when these disputes are used as emotive issues, all parties jump in, several vested interest 

are created which leads to further problems like bandhs and strikes. 
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 There is a huge debate on development/growth versus environment as well. Problems are 

also related with the storage of water such as dams, using it for production of electricity etc. 

which lead to disputes. 

 There is an administrative system at present which is in conflict with what people want. 

 Inter-State River Water disputes (Amendment) Bill, 2019: The Bill seeks to amend the Inter State 

River Water Disputes Act, 1956 with a view to streamline the adjudication of inter-state river water 

disputes and make the present institutional architecture robust. 

Features of the bill: 

 Disputes Resolution Committee: The Bill requires the central government to set up a 

Disputes Resolution Committee (DRC), for resolving any inter-state water dispute amicably. 

The DRC will get a period of one year, extendable by six months, to submit its report to the 

central government. 

 Members of DRC: Members of the DRC will be from relevant fields, as deemed fit by the 

central government. 

 Tribunal: The Bill proposes to set up an Inter-State River Water Disputes Tribunal, for 

adjudication of water disputes, if a dispute is not resolved through the DRC. This tribunal can 

have multiple benches. All existing tribunals will be dissolved and the water disputes 

pending adjudication before such existing tribunals will be transferred to this newly formed 

tribunal. 

 Composition of the Tribunal: The tribunal shall consist of a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, 

and not more than six nominated members (judges of the Supreme Court or of a High 

Court), nominated by the Chief Justice of India. 

The Centre’s proposal to set up a single, permanent tribunal to adjudicate on inter-state river water 

disputes could be a major step towards streamlining the dispute redressal 

mechanism. However, this alone will not be able to address the different kinds of problems—legal, 

administrative, constitutional and political—that plague the overall framework. To strengthen the 

cooperative federalism, disputes must be resolved by dialogue and talks and the political 

opportunism must be avoided. 

Other measures needed: 

 The need to work at the basin level for which River Basin Organization should be created. 

 The Centre’s proposal to set up a single, permanent tribunal to adjudicate on inter-state 

river water disputes could be a major step towards streamlining the dispute redressal 

mechanism. 

 There should be cooperation and consensus among the states. 

 However, this alone will not be able to address the different kinds of problems—legal, 

administrative, constitutional and political—that plague the overall framework 

 Environment is a huge challenge in coming days on which increasing water needs and 

industrialization requirements to address it serious policy reforms should be done. 
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 Centre’s proposal to set up an agency alongside the tribunal, which will collect and process 

data on river waters, can be a right step in this direction. 

 To strengthen the cooperative federalism, parochial mindset making regional issues superior 

to national issues should not be allowed. 

 Awareness level between the states. 

 So disputes must be resolved by dialogue and talks and the political opportunism must be 

avoided. 

 A robust and transparent institutional framework with cooperative approach is need of the 

hour. 

Conclusion: 

The bill is a step towards the cooperative federalism and will promote a prompt decision making in 

case of the various interstate water disputes. The solutions on water disputes will help in the socio 

economic development of stakeholder states. The implementation of the proposed steps in the bill 

in its true spirit will develop an integrated regime of river water utilisation. 

Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and 

institutions. 

What is separation of powers in the Constitution? Discuss the concept of checks and 

balances reflected in Indian Polity. (250 words) 
 Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why this question: 
The question is from static portions of GS paper II. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must discuss the concept of separation of powers as enshrined in our constitution and explain in 
detail the philosophy of checks and balances. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define what you understand by separation of powers.  
Body: 
Explain separation of powers, then discuss checks and balances It is a system by which no organ of 
the government abuses its own power. Checks and balances ensure that one organ does not become 
all too-powerful. 
Discuss how it is different from the western notion of separation of power. 
Highlight the significance using examples. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting the importance of these concepts in the Indian constitution. 
Introduction:     

The concept of separation of powers was first coined by Montesquieu in the modern times during 

French revolution. According to The theory of Separation of Powers, there are three main organs of 
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the Government in a State- (i) Legislature, (ii) Executive, and (iii) Judiciary. These three powers and 

functions of the Government must, in a free democracy, always be kept separate and be exercised 

by three separate organs of the Government. It means that one person or body of persons should 

not exercise all three types of powers of government. The legislature should exercise legislative 

functions and powers and should not administer or enforce it. The executive should not control the 

legislature nor should it take over the functions of the judiciary. 

Body: 

The theory of separation of the powers signifies the following three different things: 

 One organ of the government should not interfere with any other organ of the government. 

 One organ of the government should not exercise the functions assigned to any other organ. 

 The same person should not form part of more than one of the three organs of the 

government. 

Indian situation: 

 The Indian Constitution has not expressly recognized the Doctrine of Separation of Powers, 

but there is also the assumption that one wing of the government will not interfere with the 

other. 

 Article 50: State shall take steps to separate the judiciary from the executive. This is for the 

purpose of ensuring the independence of judiciary. 

 Article 122 and 212: validity of proceedings in Parliament and the Legislatures cannot be 

called into question in any Court. This ensures the separation and immunity of the 

legislatures from judicial intervention on the allegation of procedural irregularity. 

 Judicial conduct of a judge of the Supreme Court and the High Courts’ cannot be discussed in 

the Parliament and the State Legislature, according to Article 121 and 211 of the 

Constitution. 

 Articles 53 and 154 respectively, provide that the executive power of the Union and the 

State shall be vested with the President and the Governor and they enjoy immunity from 

civil and criminal liability. 

 Article 361: The President or the Governor shall not be answerable to any court for the 

exercise and performance of the powers and duties of his office. 

 Cases like R Coelho v. State of Tamil Nadu and Indira Gandhi v. Raj Narain, observed the 

separation of powers was limited, unlike the United States. 

 However, none of the three separate organs of the Republic can take over the functions 

assigned to the other, even by resorting to Article 368. 

 In India, not only is there a functional overlapping but there are personnel overlapping also. 

 The Supreme Court has the power to declare void the laws passed by the legislature and the 

actions taken by the executive if the violate any provision of the Constitution or the law 

passed by the legislature in case of executive actions. 
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 Even the power to amend the Constitution by Parliament is subject to the scrutiny of the 

Court. 

 The Council of Ministers is selected from the Legislature and is responsible to the 

Legislature. 

 The Legislature besides exercising law-making powers exercises judicial powers in cases of 

breach of its privilege, impeachment of the President and the removal of the judges. 

 The Executive may further affect the functioning of the judiciary by making appointments to 

the office of the Chief Justice and other Judges. 

Concept of Checks and Balances: 

There is a system of checks and balances wherein the various organs impose checks on one another 

by certain provisions. The aim of checks and balances is to safeguard that different branches of 

government control each other internally (checks) and serve as counter weights to the power 

possessed by the other branches (balances). 

 The judiciary has the power of judicial review over the actions of the executive and the 

legislature. 

 The judiciary has the power to strike down any law passed by the legislature if it is 

unconstitutional or arbitrary as per Article 13 (if it violates Fundamental Rights). 

 It can also declare unconstitutional executive actions as void. 

 The legislature also reviews the functioning of the executive. 

 Although the judiciary is independent, the judges are appointed by the executive. 

 The legislature can also alter the basis of the judgment while adhering to the constitutional 

limitation. 

Checks and balances ensure that no one organ becomes all-too powerful. The Constitution 

guarantees that the discretionary power bestowed on any one organ is within the democratic 

principle. 

Conclusion: 

Government is an organic unity. It cannot be divided into watertight compartments. The Doctrine of 

separation of power does play a vital role in the creation of a fair government and also fair and 

proper justice is dispensed by the judiciary as there is the independence of the judiciary. The smooth 

running of government is possible only by co-operation and mutual adjustment of all the three 

organs of the government. 

Discuss the significance of Lok Adalats as an effective dispute resolution institution in 

present scenario. (250 words) 
Indian Polity by Lakshmikant 
Why this question: 
The question pertains to evaluate the role played by Lok Adalats in proving to be an effective dispute 
resolution mechanism. 
Key demand of the question: 
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Explain the meaning of dispute resolution and the possible methods and procedures available in the 
country and then explain the role played by the Lok Adalats. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define briefly what dispute resolution is. 
Body: 
Explain the origin, jurisdiction, nature of Lok Adalats. 
Highlight that the concept of Lok Adalat (People’s Court) is an innovative Indian contribution to the 
world jurisprudence. The introduction of Lok Adalats added a new chapter to the justice dispensation 
system of this country and succeeded in providing a supplementary forum to the victims for a 
satisfactory settlement of their disputes. This system is based on Gandhian principles. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with powers and advantages of such institutions in dispute redressal. 
Introduction:     

Lok Adalat (People’s Court) is an innovative Indian contribution to the world of jurisprudence. The 

introduction of Lok Adalats added a new chapter to the justice dispensation system of this country 

and succeeded in providing a supplementary forum to the victims for a satisfactory settlement of 

their disputes. This system is based on Gandhian principles. Article 39 A of the Constitution of India 

provides for equal justice and free legal aid. It is, therefore clear that the State has been ordained to 

secure a legal system, which promotes justice on the basis of equal opportunity. 

Body: 

NALSA along with other Legal Services Institutions conducts Lok Adalats. Lok Adalat is one of 

the alternative dispute redressal mechanisms, it is a forum where disputes/cases pending in the 

court of law or at pre-litigation stage are settled/ compromised amicably. Lok Adalats have been 

given statutory status under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987. Under the said Act, the award 

(decision) made by the Lok Adalats is deemed to be a decree of a civil court and is final and binding 

on all parties and no appeal against such an award lies before any court of law. If the parties are not 

satisfied with the award of the Lok Adalat though there is no provision for an appeal against such an 

award, but they are free to initiate litigation by approaching the court of appropriate jurisdiction by 

filing a case by following the required procedure, in exercise of their right to litigate. 

The objective of Lok Adalat is to settle the disputes which are pending before the courts, by 

negotiations, conciliation and by adopting persuasive common sense and human approach to the 

problems of the disputants. 

Significance of Lok Adalats: 

 There is no court fee and even if the case is already filed in the regular court, the fee paid 

will be refunded if the dispute is settled at the Lok Adalat. 

 There is no strict application of the procedural laws and the Evidence Act while assessing the 

merits of the claim by the Lok Adalat. The parties to the disputes though represented by 

their advocate can interact with the Lok Adalat judge directly and explain their stand in the 

dispute and the reasons therefore, which is not possible in a regular court of law. 
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 Disputes can be brought before the Lok Adalat directly instead of going to a regular court 

first and then to the Lok Adalat. 

 The decision of the Lok Adalat is binding on the parties to the dispute and its order is 

capable of execution through legal process. No appeal lies against the order of the Lok 

Adalat whereas in the regular law courts there is always a scope to appeal to the higher 

forum on the decision of the trial court, which causes delay in the settlement of the dispute 

finally. 

 The reason being that in a regular court, decision is that of the court but in Lok Adalat it is 

mutual settlement and hence no case for appeal will arise. In every respect the scheme of 

Lok Adalat is a boon to the litigant public, where they can get their disputes settled fast and 

free of cost. 

 Last but not the least, faster and inexpensive remedy with legal status. 

Need for Lok Adalats: 

Law Courts in India face mainly four problems: 

 The number of courts and judges in all grades are alarmingly inadequate 

 Increase in flow of cases in recent years due to multifarious Acts enacted by the Central and 

State Governments 

 The high cost involved in prosecuting or defending a case in a court of law, due to heavy 

court fee, lawyer’s fee and incidental charges 

 Delay in disposal of cases resulting in huge pendency in all the courts 

Conclusion: 

Lok Adalat has a positive contributory role in the administration of justice. It supplements the efforts 

and work of the courts. Area of contribution chosen for the purpose specially concerns and helps the 

common man, the poor, backward and the needy-most sections of the society. Lok Adalats play a 

very important role to advance and strengthen “equal access to justice”, the heart of the 

Constitution of India, a reality. This Indian contribution to world ADR jurisprudence needs to be 

taken full advantage of. Maximum number of Lok Adalats need to be organized to achieve the 

Gandhian Principle of Gram Swaraj and “access to justice for all”. 

Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 

powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

Despite unique constitutional position, the Governor is sometimes not seen as willing or 

able to discharge his functions as impartial and efficient as envisioned by the fathers of 

the constitution. Analyse.(250 words) 
The hindu 
Why this question: 
The article explains that the Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari’s recent recommendation 
for President’s rule in the State under Article 356 (1) of the Constitution should have been based on 
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“objective material” and not on a political whim or fancy, based on the Supreme Court verdict in the 
1994 S.R. Bommai case. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to critically analyse the role often played by the Governor in the Indian setup. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.  
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give brief introduction of Governor. 
Body: 
Highlight first the significance of the post of Governor as enshrined in the Indian constitution. 
Discuss the issues related to abuse of post of Governor in federal polity failing to the functions 
impartially and efficiency. 
Explain the misuse of Article 356, Power of Reserving bill, Partisan role in Hung assemblies etc. with 
examples of recent times. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

The office of Governor is a British Indian transplant with a federalistic flavour. The role of office of 

Governor was confined to normal routine ceremonial functions earlier but now enjoys more powers. 

Discretionary powers of Governor in state are much more extensive in comparison to the President 

in centre in India. He/She is not bound to act on the advice of the council of Ministers in certain 

circumstances, even he need not seek its advice. 

Body: 

Issues related to abuse of post of Governor in federal polity: 

 Appointment of Governor: Article 155 says that governor should be appointed (not elected) 

from amongst persons of high status with eminence in public. The elected government at 

the state is not even consulted while making appointment of the Governors. Further 

successive governments have reduced this important constitutional office to a sinecure and 

resting place for loyal and retired / about to retired / about to retire politicians apart from 

docile bureaucrats. 

 Appointment and dismissal of the Chief Minister: Governor appoints Chief Minister, other 

ministers, Advocate General, Chairmen and members of the State Public Service Commission 

in the state. After elections in the state, there is a convention to invite the largest party to 

form government in the state. This convention has been flouted many times at the whim of 

the governor. E.g.: the recent episode of Karnataka after 2018 hung assembly elections. 

 Reservation of Bills for Consideration of President: As per Article 200 of the Constitution, 

the governor can reserve certain types of bills passed by the State Legislature for the 

President’s consideration. The President can either give assent to it or ask the governor to 

send it back for the state legislature to reconsider it, along with his comments. The chief 

intent of this provision is for the centre to keep a tab on the legislation in the interest of the 

nation. However, the central government, through the office of the governor, has used this 

provision to serve partisan interests. 
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 Misuse of Article 356: Article 356 is the most controversial article of the Constitution. It 

provides for State emergency or President’s rule in State if the President, on receipt of 

report from the Governor of a State or otherwise, is satisfied that a situation has arisen in 

which the Government of the State cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions 

of the Constitution. The duration of such emergency is six months and it can be extended 

further. In the Constituent Assembly, Ambedkar had made it clear that the Article 356 would 

be applied as a last resort. He also hoped that” such articles will never be called into 

operation and that they would remain a dead letter.” 

 Removal of the Governor: Article 156 says that the governor will hold office during the 

pleasure of the President for five years. President works on aid and advice of the Council of 

Ministers under Article 74. In effect it is the central government that appoints and removes 

the Governors. The governor has no security of tenure and no fixed term of office. E.g.: The 

mass changing of the governors of state whenever a new government comes to power at 

Centre. 

Major recommendations to improve Governor’s office in federal polity of India: 

Supreme Court rulings: 

 On Appointment of CM during hung assembly: 

o Recent Karnataka case, 2018: SC observed that Governor’s discretion cannot be 

arbitrary or fanciful. 

 On President’s rule: 

o SR Bommai vs. Union of India, 1994: The case was about the limits to the 

Governor’s powers in dismissing a state government under Article 356 of the 

Constitution. The floor of the Assembly is the only forum that should test the 

majority of the government of the day, and not the subjective opinion of the 

Governor. 

o Rameshwar Prasad Case, 2006: Supreme Court was called upon to pronounce its 

verdict on the validity of the proclamation of President’s Rule and the dissolution of 

the Assembly in Bihar in 2005. The SC held that the Governor could not decide based 

on his subjective assessments. 

 On removal of Governor: 

o BP Singhal vs Union of India: The Supreme Court ruled that even though the 

President could dismiss a Governor without having to provide reasons for doing so, 

this power could not be exercised in an “arbitrary, capricious or unreasonable 

manner” 

Sarkaria Commission Report (1988) 

 On appointment of Governor: 

o Governor should be an eminent person and not belong to the state where he is to 

be posted. 

o State chief minister should have a say in the appointment of governor 
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o Governor should be a detached figure without intense political links or should not 

have taken part in politics in recent past. 

o Governor should not be a member of the ruling party. 

 On Removal of Governor 

o Governors must not be removed before completion of their five-year tenure, except 

in rare and compelling circumstances 

 On appointment of Chief Minister during a hung assembly: 

o Leader of the majority party or parties, 

o Should seek the vote of confidence in the assembly within 30 days of his 

appointment as the CM. 

o As long as the council of ministry possess a majority in the assembly the governor 

cannot use his discretionary powers. 

Venkatachaliah Commission (2002): 

 On Appointment of Governor: 

o Governor’s appointment should be entrusted to a committee comprising the prime 

minister, the home minister, the speaker of the Lok Sabha and the chief minister of 

the concerned state. 

 On removal of Governor 

o If governor to be removed before completion of term, the central government 

should do so only after consultation with the Chief Minister. 

Punchhi Commission (2010) 

 The phrase “during the pleasure of the President” should be deleted from the Constitution 

 Governor should be removed only by a resolution of the state legislature. 

 It recommended the localizing of emergency provisions under Articles 355 and 356 of the 

Constitution. According to it, President’s rule should be imposed in those parts of the state 

where there is constitutional breakdown of machinery — rather than the whole state. This 

will go a long way in preventing the dismissal of state governments on petty and 

manufactured grounds of lawlessness 

Way forward: 

 The recommendations of the Sarkaria Commission and the Punchhi Commission report 

need to be examined closely to make proper amendments to the functions of the post of 

governor. 

 The Supreme Court Judgement (BP Singhal case) which curtailed the power of the Centre to 

dismiss state governments arbitrarily is commendable. Further the removal of governor 

from office must entail impeachment proceedings in the state assembly. 
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 Governor’s office should be apolitical. There should be a panel involving the opposition, 

ruling party, civil society and the judiciary in the selection process of Governor. Governor 

should be appointed only after consultation with the CM of the state where he/she will work 

 Discretionary powers should be curtailed. There should be proper guidelines on the 

appointment of CM. 

 According to ex-PM Manmohan Singh, Governor’s office should facilitate in maintaining 

internal security, ensure communal harmony and welfare of SCs and STs and rise above 

partisan politics while discharging Constitutional obligations. 

What is Delegated Legislation? Present the contradicting views about delegation of 

power to legislate while evaluating its pros and cons. (250 words) 
Indian Polity by Lakshmikant 
Why this question: 
The question is based upon the concept of Delegated Legislation as applied to the Indian constitution. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must explain the concept of Delegated Legislation in detail and evaluate the pros and cons of the 
same. 
Directive: 
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgment about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth 
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define what you understand by Delegated Legislation. 
Body: 
Detail upon the Meaning of delegated legislation – an act of entrusting a person with the power or 
empowering him to act on behalf of that person who has given him that power or to act as his agent 
or representative. ‘Delegated legislation’ means exercising of legislative power by an agent who is 
lower in rank to the Legislature, or who is subordinate to the Legislature. 
Discuss the history of delegated legislation in India. 
Highlight the Delegated legislation under the Constitution of India. 
Explain the types and reasons for growth of delegated legislation. 
Evaluate the pros and cons using suitable examples of recent times. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     

Delegated legislation (secondary legislation or subordinate legislation) is law made by an executive 

authority under powers given to them by primary legislation in order to implement and administer 

the requirements of that primary legislation\Delegated legislation is the name given to legislation or 

law that is passed otherwise than in an Act of Parliament. Instead, an enabling Act (Parent Act or 

empowering Act) confers a power to make delegated legislation on a Government Minister or 

another person or body. Several thousand pieces of legislation are made each year, compared with 

only a few dozen Acts of parliament aced legislation can be used for a wide variety of purposes, ran 

in from relatively narrow, technical matters, to filling in the detail of how an Act setting out broad 

principles will be implemented in practice. 

Body: 
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Factors responsible for growth of delegated legislation: 

 Lack of time for legislature to shape Legislative details which are technical in nature were 

administration expertise is required. e.g.- Environmental standard, Intellectual property laws 

and legislative measures to ego term -and eradicate various diseases. 

 The subject matter of legislation being technical, complex and, unsuitable for debate in 

legislature. 

 Democratizing of rule making process by providing for “Consultation with dented interest” 

 Advantages of flexibility scope for experiments then the delegated legislation technique is 

employed. 

 Further, socio-economic teams being experimental in Initial stages and practical difficulties 

at stage of implementation cannot be foreseen. 

 International Community: Delegated legislation is an effective instrument to bring about 

changes in domestic rules and regulations in accordance with changes that are taking place 

at global level. For ex., if a country signs a bilateral or a multilateral trees, the provisions of 

treaty should be incorporated in domestic laws. They do not require legislative approval 

because legislature already passed those treaties at policy level. 

 New Economic Issues: Executive has to take into consideration the changing global – 

economic environment and has to exploit the process of globalization to benefit the 

interests of country. For this it has to make necessary and continuous changes to rules and 

regulations so that they became simplified in nature and can help in enhance efficiency of 

bureaucracy. 

 Volatile Environment: Stable political economic and cultural environment do not require 

radical changes in rules and regulations. On the contrary, unstable conditions demand 

immediate and rapid changes! is can done only through the process of delegated. 

  

 Volume of work with the legislature: Because of increasing complexity in nature of activities 

performed by government, legislation is overburdened with policy making. In order to 

reduce the burden, it has been suggested that legislature can use the technique of delegate 

legislation to reduce burden on its shoulders. 

Advantages of Delegated legislation: 

 It saves time for legislature. 

 It can be easily done in consultation with parties affected. 

 It allows for flexibility 

 Expert legislation 

 Parliament is not always in session 

 Delegated legislation is resorted to encase of emergencies. 

 It can be used on an experimental basis. 
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Criticism of Delegated Legislation: 

 It has long term bearing on legislative control. In a parliamentary form of democracy, 

legislature is the supreme organ of state because it consists of peoples’ elected 

representatives. The three organs of state, legislature, executive and judiciary should work 

harmoniously on basis of separation of power for effective functioning of democracy. 

 In spite of many advantages, delegated legislation weakens legislative control executive. 

Infact, it has been proved beyond doubt that effectiveness of legislative control has come 

down drastically after the advent of delegated legislation. 

 Executive has become more powerful with delegated legislation; executive has encroached 

upon the domain of legislature by making rules and regulations. 

 Since executive is also responsible for implementation the division between law making and 

gets blurred leading to exploitation by executives, In the process executive becomes too 

powerful. 

 Possible misuse for political gains, executive can always misuse or abuse the power for short 

term political gains. It can make legislations in such a way to benefit the ruling party. 

 Delegated legislation lacks rigorous discussion before law making. 

 It is against theory of separations of power. 

 Delegated legislation changes with political changes resulting in political and administration 

instability. 

 It is not in confirmation with rule of law. 

Safeguards needed: 

The following safeguards should set hounds-to the system of delegated legislation carefully defined 

by enabling Acts. 

 The Jurisdiction of the courts should not be curtailed. 

 The departments should consult outside interests, which are directly affected by the 

proposed exercise of rule-making powers. 

 Explanatory notes should be attached to all regulations so that the layman may know why a 

particular regulation is needed, and how it would be exercised. Besides, there should be an 

excel memorandum in the Bill indicating what types of regulations are to be made undue the 

Bill when it is enacted. 

 Uniform procedures should be adopted in regard to all regulations they should be 

numbered, printed, published, and cited. 

 Rules and regulations should be published; their publication should be a condition precedent 

to their coming into force. 

 Parliamentary control and supervision should be strengthened. 

 Rule-making power should be delegated to a trustworthy authority, which is approved of by 

Parliament. 
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Conclusion: 

Delegated legislation is a necessary, and is likely to increase in volume, in view of the complex social 

organization and vast developmental and promotional activities that a modern government 

undertakes. Therefore, some safeguards and controls are necessary and desirable. Delegation 

legislation is inevitable, more so in a society like ours, which is engaged in the transforming itself. 

Provide for a brief appraisal of the functions and the powers of the Parliament 

enshrined in the constitution.(250 words) 
Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why this question: 
The question is straightforward from the static portions of GS paper II from the sections of Indian 
polity. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss the the functions and the powers of the Parliament enshrined in the constitution. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Highlight the Multifunctional role played by the Parliament. 
Body: 
The question is straight forward and there isn’t much to deliberate. 
Discuss that The Constitution of India enumerates the powers and functions of the Indian Parliament 
in Chapter II of Part V of the constitution. 
Discuss the law making powers, financial powers, amendment powers, and control over the 
executive, judicial functions, electoral functions etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting the principle roles that Parliament of the country plays. 
Introduction:     

The Parliament of India is a bi-cameral legislature. It consists of two houses- Rajya Sabha & Lok 

Sabha and President of India. Parliament makes law with the help of its both the chambers. Laws 

passed by the parliament and approved by the president are enforced in the whole country. 

Body: 

Functions of the Parliament: 

 Law Making: 

o A modern Parliament, either in India or in any other country, is not merely a law 

making body. It has many other functions to do. But still, the most important 

function among them is the function of law-making. Parliament can make laws on a 

wide range of subjects allotted to it under the Union and the Concurrent lists in the 

VII schedule to the Constitution. Residual powers also vests with the parliament in 

the matters that are not specifically assigned to the States. States can make law on 

subjects enumerated in the State list. 

 Administrative Accountability Function: 

o In India, Parliament does not interfere with the day to day administration of the 

executive but exercise surveillance on it. Parliamentary scrutiny is exercised through 

various procedures like questions, motions, discussions etc. 
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 Question Hour: 

o Question hour is the hour where members of the parliament can raise any question 

with regard to the administrative activity. There the concerned minister is obliged to 

answer to the parliament, either orally or in writing. Questions may be either starred 

or non-starred. 

 Discussions: 

o When the member who raised a question feels that the answer given to a question 

is not complete, he may be allowed by the speaker of the house to raise a discussion 

in the house for half an hour. This is generally termed as the Half an Hour discussion. 

 Committees: 

o Another method of having administrative surveillance is by way of Parliamentary 

Committees. They may be either Standing Committees or the Adhoc Committees. 

Standing Committees are constituted every year and they work on a continuous 

basis whereas the Adhoc Committees are created temporarily for a specific task. 

There are Standing Committees both in Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. 

 Executive Responsibility: 

o In India, head of the executive is the President and the executive powers are vested 

in him and are taken in his name. But he is only the formal head as he acts only on 

the aid and advice of the council of ministers. The parliamentary control over the 

executive is based on the constitutional provisions of collective responsibility of 

Council of ministers to the House of people. This has been specifically enshrined in 

Article 75(3) of the Indian Constitution. 

 Collective Responsibility: 

o The collective responsibility concept lies on the principles that the minister must not 

vote against the government policy or speak against the government policy and all 

the decisions taken by a minister is the decision of the government. The ministers 

are also individually responsible to the head of the State in the sense that Ministers 

hold office during the pleasure of the President. 

 Conflict Resolution and National Integration Role: 

o Conflicts are natural to man. Conflicts may be either of ideas or interests or may be 

for the struggle for power by various contending forces. The role played by the 

Parliament in resolving conflict is great. That is there the members of parliament 

who are from the different parts of the country irrespective of their caste, creed, 

religion or region; they meet informally and discuss in groups the problems which 

affect the country as a whole. It creates the feelings of national integrity. 

 Informational Role: 

o The parliament also has its significant function of informational role. That means the 

parliament has right of being informed. Government should feed the parliament 

with information’s by way of reports or by way of lying papers on the table of the 

house or by placing documents in the parliamentary library. 
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Powers of the parliament: 

 Legislative Powers: All the subjects in our constitution are divided among state, union and 

concurrent lists. In concurrent list Parliamentary law is over riding than state legislative law. 

Constitution also have powers to make law with respect to state legislature in following 

circumstances: 

o When Rajya Sabha passes a resolution to that effect 

o When national emergency is under operation 

o When two or more states request parliament to do so 

o When necessary to give effect to international agreements, treaties and conventions 

o When President’s rule is in operation. 

 Executive Powers: According to parliamentary form of government executive is responsible 

to the parliament for its acts and policies. Hence parliament exercises control by various 

measures like committees, question hour, zero hour etc. ministers are collectively 

responsible to the Parliament. 

 Financial Powers: It includes enactment of budget, scrutinizing the performance of 

government with respect of financial spending through financial committees (post 

budgetary control) 

 Constituent Powers: The Parliament also has the power to alter, repeal or amend any 

provision of the Constitution and such amendments cannot be question before any court of 

law on any ground unless they tend to alter or violate the ‘basic structure’ of the 

Constitution. 

 Judicial Powers: 

o Impeachment of President for violation of constitution 

o Removal of judges of Supreme Court and High court 

o Removal of Vice- President 

o Punish members for breach of privileges like sitting in the house when the member 

knows he is not an eligible member, serving as member before taking oath etc. 

 Electoral Powers: It has its participation in the election of President and Vice-President. The 

members of Lok Sabha elects speaker and deputy speaker from among its members. 

Similarly, members of Rajya Sabha elects deputy chairman. 

 Other Powers: 

o To discuss various issues of national and international importance 

o Imposing emergency 

o Increase or decrease area, change names, alter the boundary of the states 

o Create or abolish state legislature etc. any powers can be added from time to time 
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Conclusion: 

Constitution of India is the law of our land and all the three organs, the Legislature, the Executive 

and the Judiciary are the machineries formed under the foundation of this Constitution. Constitution 

of India is been formed on the principles of rule of law, so Legislature in India has been vested with 

its constitutional functions and powers and so has limitation too. It can be said that the prime 

function of legislature is to anchor for the will of the people and to enact laws. But legislature is not 

the actual law makers but the executive is. And judiciary plays its vital role in guarding the 

constitution, the sentinel on the qui vive. 

Present suitable arguments for and against ‘One Nation, One Election’ in India. (250 

words) 

Reference 
  
Why this question: 
One Nation One Poll’ (or ‘One Country, One Election’) has been a pet idea of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, one that he has repeatedly pushed. Soon after being reelected in the summer, the government 
announced the setting up of a committee to examine the issue. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to examine in what way “one nation, one election” will help Lok Sabha and state Assemblies. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Discuss first the notion of “One nation, One election” 
Body: 
Explain the current case. 
Discuss how simultaneous elections will help Lok Sabha and state Assemblies. 
Explain the merits and demerits of having such elections. 
Weigh the issues and concerns around it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what should be the way forward. 
Introduction:     

Simultaneous elections refer to holding elections to Lok Sabha, State Legislative Assemblies, 

Panchayats and Urban local bodies simultaneously, once in five years. The idea of holding elections 

simultaneously is in news after it got a push from Prime Minister and ex-President of India. However, 

political parties are divided on the issue of holding simultaneous elections 

The political parties of Kashmir recently impressed upon the Election Commission of India (ECI) to 

hold the assembly polls in Jammu and Kashmir simultaneously with the upcoming Lok Sabha 

elections 

Body: 

The Law Commission of India has also proposed holding simultaneous state and general elections 

and has sought public opinion on its recommendations regarding the same. Simultaneous elections 

were held in India during the first two decades of independence. 

Merits of Simultaneous elections: 

 Governance and consistency: 
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o The ruling parties will be able to focus on legislation and governance rather than 

having to be in campaign mode forever. 

o Parties and workers spending too much time and money in electioneering can make 

use of the time for social work and to take people-oriented programmes to the 

grassroots. 

o To overcome the “policy paralysis and governance deficit” associated with 

imposition of the Model Code of Conduct at election time which leads to putting on 

hold all developmental activities on that area and also affects the bureaucracy’s 

functioning. 

 Reduced Expenditure of Money and Administration: 

o The entire State and District level administrative and security machinery will be busy 

with the conduct of elections twice in a period of five years as per the current 

practice. 

o Expenditure can be reduced by conducting simultaneous elections. 

o It is felt that crucial manpower is often deployed on election duties for a prolonged 

period of time. If simultaneous elections are held, then this manpower would be 

made available for other important tasks. 

o For instance, for the 2014 Lok Sabha polls, which was held along with 4 state 

assemblies saw the deployment of 1077 in situ companies and 1349 mobile 

companies of Central Armed Police Force (CAPF). 

 Continuity in policies and programmes: 

o Will limit the disruption to normal public life associated with elections, such as 

increased traffic and noise pollution. 

o Large numbers of teachers are involved in the electoral process which causes 

maximum harm to the education sector. 

 Efficiency of Governance: 

o Simultaneous elections can bring the much-needed operational efficiency in this 

exercise. 

o Populist measures by governments will reduce. 

 Curbs Vices: 

o During frequent elections there is increase in “vices” such as communalism, 

casteism, corruption and crony capitalism. 

o Simultaneous elections can also be a means to curb corruption and build a more 

conducive socio-economic ecosystem. 

o The impact of black money on the voters will be reduced as all elections are held at a 

time. 

Challenges to simultaneous elections: 
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 Illiteracy: 

o Not all voters are highly educated to know who to vote for. They may get confused 

and may not know whether they are voting for candidates contesting assembly or 

parliament elections. 

o IDFC study says that there is 77% chance that the Indian voter will vote for the same 

party for both the state and centre, when elections are held simultaneously. 

o Evidence from Brazil, Argentina, Canada, Germany, the US and Europe supports the 

idea that elections that are held simultaneously produce greater alignment between 

national and regional election outcomes. 

 Functional issues: 

o Frequent elections bring the politicians back to the voters, create jobs and prevent 

the mixing of local and national issues in the minds of the voters. 

o There is a dearth of enough security and administrative officials to conduct 

simultaneous free and fair elections throughout the country in one go. 

 Changes in Constitution and Legislations: 

o The following constitutional changes need to be made: 

o Amendments needed in the following articles: 

 Article 83 which deals with the duration of Houses of Parliament need an 

amendment 

 Article 85 (on dissolution of Lok Sabha by the president) 

 Article 172 (relating to the duration of state legislatures) 

 Article 174 (relating to dissolution of state assemblies) 

 Article 356 (on President’s Rule). 

o The Representation of People Act, 1951 Act would have to be amended to build in 

provisions for stability of tenure for both parliament and assemblies. This should 

include the following crucial elements: 

o Restructuring the powers and functions of the ECI to facilitate procedures required 

for simultaneous elections 

o A definition of simultaneous election can be added to section 2 of the 1951 act 

o Articles 83 and 172 along with articles with articles 14 and 15 of the 1951 act be 

appropriately amended to incorporate the provision regarding remainder of the 

term i.e.., post mid elections, the new loksabha/assembly so constituted shall be 

only for the remainder of the term of the previous loksabha or assembly and not for 

a fresh term of five years. 

 Constructive vote of no confidence: 
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o The 170th law commission report suggested a new rule i.e., rule 198-A has to be 

added to rules of procedure and conduct of business in Lok Sabha and similar 

amendment to such rules in the state legislatures. 

o The report suggested introduction of motion of no confidence in the incumbent 

government along with a motion of confidence in the alternative government. 

o To avoid premature dissolution of the house/state assemble in case of Hung 

parliament /assembly and to advance simultaneous elections the rigour of anti-

defection law laid under in tenth schedule be removed as an exception. 

 Local and national issues will get mixed up distorting priorities. 

 The terms of different state governments are ending on separate dates and years. 

 Spirit of Constitution: 

o One nation, one election” would make sense if India were a unitary state. So “one 

nation, one election” is anti-democratic. 

o Simultaneous elections threaten the federal character of our democracy. 

o Frequent elections act as checks and balances on the functioning of elected 

representatives. 

Way forward: 

 Any changes must require both a constitutional amendment and judicial approval that they 

do not violate the “basic structure” of the Constitution. 

 A focused group of constitutional experts, think tanks, government officials and 

representatives of political parties should be formed to work out appropriate 

implementation related details. 

 Other alternatives should be explored to reduce election related expenses like 

o State funding of elections 

o Decriminalisation of politics 

o Bringing in transparency in political funding 

o Setting up National Electoral Fund to which all donors can contribute. 

 One year one election as suggested by Election Commission can be executed by amending 

Section 15 of the RP Act 1951. If the six-month stipulation is extended to nine or 10 months, 

elections to all states, whose term is expiring in one year, can be held together. 

 The Law Commission of India in its report of 1999 has dealt with the problem of premature 

and frequent elections. It had recommended an amendment of this rule on the lines of the 

German Constitution, which provides that the leader of the party who wants to replace the 

chancellor has to move the no-confidence motion along with the confidence motion. If the 

motions succeed, the president appoints him as the chancellor. 
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o If such an amendment to Rule 198 is made, the Lok Sabha would avoid premature 

dissolution without diluting the cardinal principle of democracy that is a government 

with the consent of the peoples’ representatives with periodical elections. 

o It will also be consistent with the notion of collective responsibility of the 

government to the House as mentioned in Article 75 (3) of the Constitution. 

Conclusion: 

Election Commission’s idea of “one year one election” will better suited as it will require fewer 

amendments to the constitution, it will respect the essence of the exercise of popular will, 

unlike one nation one election which prioritizes economic costs of elections over the exercise 

itself, it will avoid clubbing of national and state issues, it will not disturb federalism much, not much 

issues generated by emergencies like need to hold by-election etc. will be addressed by this option. 

What is parliamentary privilege? Are these parliamentary privileges defined under law? 

Discuss their significance. (250 words) 
Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why this question: 
The question is straightforward from the static portions of the GS paper II, from the subject of Indian 
polity. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss what parliamentary privileges are and their significance in the Indian polity. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define what a parliamentary privilege is; Parliamentary privilege refers to rights and immunities 
enjoyed by Parliament as an institution and MPs in their individual capacity, without which they 
cannot discharge their functions as entrusted upon them by the Constitution. 
Body: 
Explain the concept in detail and its relevance. 
According to the Constitution, the powers, privileges and immunities of Parliament and MP’s are to 
be defined by Parliament. No law has so far been enacted in this respect. In the absence of any such 
law, it continues to be governed by British Parliamentary conventions. 
Discuss its importance with recent examples where the privileges have been breached. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting the importance of it. 
Introduction:     

Parliamentary privilege refers to rights, immunities and exemptions enjoyed by Parliament as an 

institution and MPs in their individual capacity, without which they cannot discharge their functions 

as entrusted upon them by the Constitution. Parliamentary privileges are defined in Article 105 of 

the Indian Constitution and those of State legislatures in Article 194. 

Body: 

Privileges of Parliamentarians: 

 Freedom of Speech: 
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o According to the Indian Constitution, the members of Parliament enjoy freedom of 

speech and expression. 

o No member can be taken to task anywhere outside the four walls of the House (e.g. 

court of law) or cannot be discriminated against for expressing his/her views in the 

House and its Committees. 

 Freedom from Arrest: 

o It is understood that no member shall be arrested in a civil case 40 days before and 

after the adjournment of the House (Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha) and also when the 

House is in session. It also means that no member can be arrested within the 

precincts of the Parliament without the permission of the House to which he/she 

belongs. 

 Exemption from attendance as witnesses: 

o The members of Parliament also enjoy freedom from attendance as witnesses. 

Privileges of Parliament: 

 Right to publish debates and proceedings: 

o Though by convention, the Parliament does not prohibit the press to publish its 

proceedings, yet technically the House has every such right to forbid such 

publication. 

o Again, while a member has the privilege of freedom of speech in Parliament, he has 

no right to publish it outside Parliament. 

o Anyone violating this rule can be held responsible for any libellous matter it may 

contain under the common law rules 

 Right to exclude strangers: 

o Each house of Parliament enjoys the right to exclude strangers (no-members or 

visitors) from the galleries at any time and to resolve to debate with closed doors. 

 Right to punish members and outsiders for breach of its privileges:  

o In India, the Parliament has been given punitive powers to punish those who are 

adjudged guilty of contempt of the House. 

o Such contempt can be committed by the members of any House or any outsider. 

When a member of the House is involved for parliamentary misbehaviour or 

commits contempt he can be expelled from the House. 

 Right to regulate the internal affairs of the House: 

o The House has the right to regulate its internal affairs. A member of the House is 

free to say whatever he likes subject only to the internal discipline of the House or 

the Committee concerned. 
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According to the Constitution, the powers, privileges and immunities of Parliament and MP’s are to 

be defined by Parliament. No law has so far been enacted in this respect. In the absence of any 

such law, it continues to be governed by British Parliamentary conventions. 

Significance: 

 The Constitution confers certain privileges on legislative institutions with the idea of 

protecting freedom of speech and expression in the House and ensuring that undue 

influence, pressure or coercion is not brought on the legislature in the course of its 

functioning. 

 The privileges given to the members are necessary for exercising constitutional functions. 

 These privileges are essential so that the proceedings and functions can be made in a 

disciplined and undisturbed manner. 

Way forward: 

 Justice M.N. Venkatachaliah heading the Constitution Review Commission also 

recommended to define and delimit the privileges for the free and independent functioning 

of the legislature. This is based on the apprehension that codification will involve 

interference of the court as the matters would be presented in the court of law. 

 Supreme Court in Keshav Singh’s case observed that the privileges conferred on the 

members are subject to the fundamental rights. The Supreme Court has also held that any 

conflict arising between the privileges and the fundamental rights would be resolved by 

adopting harmonious construction. 

 If the privileges are not in accordance with the fundamental rights then the very essence of 

democracy for the protection of the rights of the citizen will be lost. 

 It is the duty of the parliament not to violate any other rights which are guaranteed by the 

constitution. 

 The members should also use their privileges wisely and not misuse them. They should 

always keep in mind that the powers do not make them corrupt. 

 The parliament cannot adopt every privilege that is present in the house of commons but 

should adopt only those privileges which accordingly suits our Indian democracy. 

 Restrict the use of privilege to proceedings of the legislature and not to the individual 

member. Any member who is falsely accused of any impropriety can use the defamation 

route through courts. 

 Parliament and Legislative Assemblies should pass laws to codify privilege. 

“Power grab has become the sin quo non for political parties in determining their 

actions rather than anything else. “Comment in the backdrop of recent furore of politics 

in Maharashtra.(250 words) 

The hindu 
  
Why this question: 
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In brief state that In the recently concluded Maharashtra elections, no party secured absolute 
majority to form a government. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question expects one to highlight the ongoing political turmoil in the Maharashtrian politics and 
the unconstitutional and amoral methods in which the situation was carried out. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
State the context of the question briefly. 
Body: 
Explain the situation in Maharashtra politics. 
Discuss the concerns associated with such developments in the Politics of the state. 
Explain why situation was taken in unconstitutional manner; The role of the President of India and 
also governor of state in this case also appears to 
Be partisan which undermines the constitutional character of their office. 
Explain what needs to be done. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the pursuit of power that is inspired by amoral reasons can hamper the quality of 
democracy in India. 
Introduction:     

The state of Maharashtra has been placed under the President’s Rule amid a stalemate over 

government formation after the assembly polls in October 2019. The ongoing political turmoil in 

Maharashtra post the legislative assembly elections due to the hung assembly has seen many twists 

and turns in the formation of Government. The surreptitious manner in which Devendra Fadnavis 

and Ajit Pawar were sworn in as Chief Minister and Deputy Chief Minister, respectively, of 

Maharashtra on Saturday morning was an outright mockery of democratic norms and established 

procedure. 

Body: 

Power Grab and lack of political ethics: 

 Pursuit of power often involves amoral ingredients, but the surreal birthing of the new 

government was nothing short of sheer depravity. 

 The BJP has not set any inspiring ethical bar when it achieved power without winning a 

popular mandate in several States, but this new low leaves the nation’s political ‘conscience’ 

with a sinking feeling. 

 In one stroke, the President, the Prime Minister, and the Governor, all appear to be not as 

guardians of the constitutional order but collaborators in a clandestine, nocturnal scheme. 

 Politically indefensible as the Sena-Congress-NCP alliance might be, its claim to form a 

government is technically unimpeachable, and cannot be denied. 

 A series of unprecedented actions by the Centre and the Governor, and several unresolved 

questions that are associated with their actions, throw up multiple legal and constitutional 

issues. 
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 Similar situations had arisen in the past as seen in Karnataka post assembly elections in 

2018. 

Power Grab affects democratic principles: 

 The precedent set by the court in comparable situations in which governments with dubious 

claims of numbers sought to delay the floor test and horse trading was suspected. 

 The Governor administered the oath of office to the same person who had declined his 

invitation to form a government earlier. 

 The Discretionary Powers of a Governor in case of Hung Assembly: The recent incidents of 

Karnataka, Goa etc. elected have highlighted the misuse of Governor’s Power to provide 

benefits to Political Parties. 

Punnchi commission recommendations in case of hung assembly: 

Forming the government: 

 Among the significant suggestions made by the Commission is, laying down of clear 

guidelines for the appointment of chief ministers. Upholding the view that a pre-poll alliance 

should be treated as one political party, it lays down the order of precedence that ought to 

be followed by the governor in case of a hung house: 

o Call the group with the largest prepoll alliance commanding the largest number; 

o The single largest party with support of others 

o The post-electoral coalition with all parties joining the government 

o The post electoral alliance with some parties joining the government and remaining 

including Independents supporting from outside. 

Governor: 

 As for qualifications for a governor, the Punchhi commission suggests that the nominee not 

have participated in active politics at even local level for at least a couple of years before his 

appointment. 

 It also agrees with the Sarkaria recommendation that a governor be an eminent person and 

not belongs to the state where he is to be posted. 

 The commission also criticizes arbitrary dismissal of governors. 

 It has also recommended that the state chief minister have a say in the appointment of 

governor. 

 Underlining that removal of a governor be for a reason related to his discharge of functions, 

it has proposed provisions for impeachment by the state legislature along the same lines as 

that of President by Parliament. This, significantly, goes against the doctrine of pleasure 

upheld by Supreme Court judgment. 

 Endorsing an NCRWC recommendation, it says appointment of governor should be 

entrusted to a committee comprising the Prime Minister, Home Minister, Speaker of the Lok 
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Sabha and chief minister of the concerned state. The Vice-President can also be involved in 

the process. 

 Unlike the Sarkaria report, the Punchhi report is categorical that a governor be given fixed 

five-year tenure. 

 The Punchhi Commission report also recommends that a constitutional amendment be 

brought about to limit the scope of discretionary powers of the governor under Article 163 

(2). Governors should not sit on decisions and must decide matters within a four-month 

period. 

Conclusion: 

Every System needs continuous Evolvement to ensure proper functioning, same is with democracy. 

The need of hour is Stricter laws to curb un-ethical and un-constitutional decisions by political 

representatives to ensure a healthy Democracy in India. 

Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary 

Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and 

formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity. 

Explain the principle of “moulding of relief” in Indian jurisprudence. Illustrate with 

suitable examples in what way Judgments that impact society must be holistic.(250 

words) 

Hindustantimes 
Why this question: 
The question throws light on the fact that the judgments passed by judiciary have greater impact on 
lives of people and at times justice comes at a cost that is often missed to be factored into. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the concept of moulding of relief in the Indian judicial system and its impact on the society. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define the concept of “moulding of relief”. 
Body: 
First The term “moulding of relief”, which means courts can pass orders in the interest of justice even 
if it is not strictly as per the relief prayed for, is an established concept in Indian jurisprudence. 
However, such an order should not be contrary to the law. 
Explain with recent examples, take hints from article and illustrate the cases. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what needs to be done. 
Introduction:     

The term “moulding of relief” means courts can pass orders in the interest of justice even if it is not 

strictly as per the relief prayed for, is an established concept in Indian jurisprudence. However, such 

an order should not be contrary to the law. 
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Body: 

Some of the landmark judgements based on the principle of jurisprudence are: 

 Cancellation of 122 telecom licences in the 2G scam in February, 2012. 

 Cancellation of 214 coal licences in August, 2014. 

 ban on sale of liquor by all outlets, including hotel and establishments falling within 500 

metres of the highway in December, 2016 

 the cancellation of 88 leases for iron ore mining in Goa in February, 2018 

The above mentioned landmark judicial interventions had a fundamental economic impact. But 

these were also decisions where the principle of moulding of relief was critical for complete justice. 

The after-effects of the judgement: 

 In the enthusiasm to set certain wrongs right, a vital factor of the livelihood of the people 

working in these industries for years together was lost sight of. 

 If we are to take the combined effect of the loss of livelihood of all the four landmark 

decisions of the SC, the number is significant though an actual figure is difficult to arrive at. 

 In this context, moulding of relief becomes critical. Striking down illegality should involve 

circumspection to prevent business disruption. 

Measures needed: 

 As dispensers of final justice, the SC has to balance two conflicting issues: Interpretation of 

the law, which seeks to simplify and clarify issues in order to bring about a degree of 

certainty and predictability in the commercial world, and the economic cost of the loss of 

livelihood. 

 As dispensers of final justice, the SC does need to take into consideration and mould reliefs. 

 The way the government handled the smooth transfer of ownership of Satyam Computers to 

Tech Mahindra, when the founder was caught in a scam, without disrupting business, is 

noteworthy. 

 Such learnings can be resorted to under the guidance of the courts for the larger public 

benefit. 

 After all, in the case of the liquor sale ban on the highways, the court did show the 

responsibility of clarifying the ban, giving relief to approved establishments in municipal 

limits, even if they fell under 500 metres to sell liquor. 

 The SC in the Goa Foundation judgment emphasised that issues impacting society are 

required to be looked at holistically. 

Conclusion: 

As noted writer Ayn Rand says “We can evade reality, but we cannot evade the consequences of 

evading reality”. The consequence of loss of livelihood is not just economic but is also institutional, 

inasmuch as the shock and pain of loss of livelihood would inevitably undermine the faith of those 

affected by the nature of justice being meted out. 
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Extra information: The case study of Goa mining case where Principle of Moulding the relief was 

used: 

Let us take the Goa case — The Goa Foundation v. M/s Sesa Sterlite Ltd, (2018). Under the 

Portuguese rule, mineral concession rights were granted to parties in perpetuity. In 1961, after the 

liberation of Goa, the concessioners were covered under the Indian Mines & Minerals (Development 

and Regulation) Control Act, 1957. In 1987, the government of India, by way of an Act converted the 

concessions into leases with retrospective effect from 1961. The state government started charging 

rent and royalty from the parties, which was the case earlier. 

The said Act was challenged in the Bombay High Court, which struck down the provisions of the 

abolition act and held that royalty can be charged only prospectively. A petition was also pending for 

the last 20 years, challenging the application of the Abolition Act of 1987 to Goa. In 2018, the 

Supreme Court (SC) cancelled the mining lease en masse without adjudicating a pending case 

establishing the legality of the abolition act itself. 

The court justified its judgment in the Goa Foundation Case on the grounds that there was rampant 

violation of environment-related and mining-related law/legal requirements. It was based on the 

sound and salutary principle that a person cannot enjoy the fruits of illegality. There can be no 

argument with this position. It was also premised on the observation that no social or public purpose 

is attached to the mining operation and the only objective behind mining activity was profit 

maximisation. However, the court neither considered the impact on the livelihoods of people nor did 

it attempt to balance the illegality committed. It did not take into account the right to livelihood of 

those who lost their jobs. 

Recent landmark judgement of Ayodhya – Babri dispute underlines the “tolerant and 

secular nature of India and the fact that Law stands apart over political considerations, 

religion and beliefs”. Analyze.(250 words) 
Indianexpress 
Why this question: 
The five-judge Supreme Court bench led by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi read out a unanimous 
judgment and ruled in favour of the Ram Janmabhoomi and said there will be Ram Mandir at the 
disputed site and Muslims will be given an alternate 5 acre land for their mosque.  
Key demand of the question: 
The question aims to bring out the significance of the strong secular fabric that has woven the 
communal harmony in the country. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.  
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief highlight the history of the Ayodhya case. 
Body: 
Explain in detail first the crux of the dispute – At the crux of the matter is the belief among sections of 
Hindus that the Babri Masjid, named after Mughal emperor Babur, was built in Ayodhya after 
destroying a Ram Temple that marked the birthplace of the deity. 
In short put up a table/flowchart depicting the chronology of events so far. 
Discuss now how the verdict signifies the communal harmony, unity in diversity factor of the country. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude that Ayodhya in the past was the centre stage for communal politics and a tool for 
polarization before elections. The high-pitched events not only disrupted daily life and business, but 
also endangered communal harmony in the region. In the future with the acrimony between 
communities settled by the intervention of the Supreme court and the Democratic institutions 
supporting this landmark judgment, a new era of Economic progress in the region can be witnessed 
and hoped for. 
Introduction:     

The Supreme Court of India delivered a landmark judgment in the Ayodhya land dispute case. The 

five-judge Supreme Court bench led by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi read out a unanimous judgment 

and ruled in favour of the Ram Janmabhoomi and said there will be Ram Mandir at the disputed site 

and Muslims will be given an alternate 5 acre land for their mosque. 

Body: 

Tolerant and secular nature of India: 

 The Supreme Court said the Allahabad High Court’s remedy of a three-way bifurcation of the 

disputed premises among the Ayodhya deity, Sri Bhagwan Ram Virajman, Nirmohi Akhara 

and the Sunni Central Waqf Board “defied logic”. It did not “secure a lasting sense of peace 

and tranquillity”. 

 The Supreme Court has granted the entire 2.77 acre of disputed land in Ayodhya to deity 

Ram Lalla. As compensation of sorts for the destruction of the mosque in 1992, the Muslim 

parties are set to get a five-acre plot elsewhere. 

 The Supreme Court, implicitly referring to the demolition of the Babri Masjid at the disputed 

site, said that it was invoking Article 142 “to ensure that a wrong committed must be 

remedied”. 

 In fact, it wasn’t just for the Muslim parties that the SC invoked Article 142. The same article 

was invoked in the case of the Nirmohi Akhara, who were party to the case. 

 The court dismissed the Akhara’s petition as time-barred and rejected its suit claiming 

shebaiti (managerial rights) over the property. However, the court invoked its extraordinary 

powers to ask the government to give Nirmohi Akhara, considering the sect’s historical 

presence at the disputed site, to provide it with an “appropriate role in the management” of 

the property. 

 The judgment will be remembered for the victory of faith over the rule of law as the 

Supreme Court considered religious beliefs even in deciding a property dispute, and despite 

conceding that faith cannot confer title, it still went ahead to give property to worshippers 

on the basis of faith. 

 For a case replete with references to archaeological foundations, we must remember that it 

is the law which provides the edifice upon which our multicultural society rests. 

 At the heart of the Constitution is a commitment to equality upheld and enforced by the 

rule of law. 

 Under our Constitution, citizens of all faiths, beliefs and creeds seeking divine provenance 

are both subject to the law and equality before the law. 
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 The Constitution does not make a distinction between the faith and belief of one religion 

and another. All forms of belief, worship and prayer are equal. 

Law stands apart over political considerations, religion and beliefs: 

 The judges declared that the demolition of the 16th century Babri Masjid on December 6, 

1992, was “an egregious violation of the rule of law” and “a calculated act of destroying a 

place of public worship”. 

 The Muslims have been wrongly deprived of a mosque which had been constructed well 

over 450 years ago, the Bench said. 

 The Court referred to the Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act of 1991, which prohibits 

the conversion of the status any place of worship, to say that all religions are equal. 

 After giving the disputed land to Hindus and a separate five acres for construction of a 

mosque in Ayodhya, the SC shut the door for fresh litigation to alter status quo of sites such 

as those in Kashi and Mathura, which have also seen discord over worship. 

 “The Constitution does not make a distinction between the faith and belief of one religion 

and another. All forms of belief, worship and prayer are equal,” 

 The Bench said the Act “speaks to the future by mandating that the character of a place of 

public worship shall not be altered”. 

 “Places of Worship Act is an affirmation of the solemn duty which was cast upon the State to 

preserve and protect the equality of all faiths as an essential constitutional value, a norm 

which has the status of being a basic feature of the Constitution,” the Supreme Court 

addressed the government. 

Conclusion: 

Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi said “Law must stand apart over political considerations, religion 

and beliefs”. “Faith and belief cannot be the basis of a judgment; only evidence can be” is one 

such. But there is enough evidence that having made several such laudable pronouncements, 

the verdict defied these and decided in favour of faith and belief. The Ayodhya judgment did result 

in a victory for the majority and coincidentally for the mob that demolished the Babri Masjid, but a 

reading of the judgment clearly shows disapproval and disavowal of the mob. The legal victory is 

based upon secular principles. This has to be the projected as the victory of secularism. 

Discuss the significant role played by T N Seshan in establishing progressive and 

autonomous election commission machinery in the country.(250 words) 
The hindu 
Why this question: 
The article is in the backdrop of Death of former Chief Election Commissioner T N Seshan who played 
a key role in reforming election system in the country. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to discuss in detail the significant role played by T N Seshan. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
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Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief explain about T N Seshan – best remembered as the man who cleaned up elections in India. 
Body: 
Explain the following facts and aspects –  
Mr. Seshan was the only one to hold the post of CEC for six years from 1990 to 1996 in the last 50 
years. 
It was during Mr. Seshan’s period that the Commission was made a multi-member body in October 
1993. 
In the mid-1990s, Mr. Seshan was seen as a crusader against corruption and electoral malpractices. 
His work was recognized internationally when he was given the Ramon Magsaysay Award for 1996 
for exemplary work in government service. 
Discuss his major achievements in detail. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that he played an important role in establishing progressive and autonomous election 
commission machinery. Despite facing a volley of criticism that he was exceeding his powers, Mr. 
Seshan had demonstrated to the outside world that the post of the CEC was no pushover. 
Introduction:     

T.N. Seshan, the former chief election commissioner of India who transformed the way polls were 

conducted and contested in the country passed away recently. Born on December 15, 1932 in 

Palakkad, Kerala, Mr. Seshan belonged to the 1955 batch of Tamil Nadu cadre officers of the IAS. 

Tough and a stickler to the rulebook, TN Seshan fearlessly took on both inert officials and slack 

political parties to ensure fair and free elections in the country during his trail-blazing six-year stint 

between 1990 and 1996 as the chief election commissioner. 

Body: 

Electoral reforms under TN Seshan: 

Electoral Photo Identification Card: 

 N. Seshan, as Chief Election Commissioner during 1990-96, had initiated the process of 

cleaning up the electoral system. 

 The introduction of electors’ photo identity cards was a measure towards this direction. 

Enforcing Model Code of Conduct: 

 Seshan also waged war against the tendency of politicians to flout the model code of 

conduct, which they were supposed to abide by. 

 He was known as a no nonsensical CEC and one who had enforced, in his own way, discipline 

on political parties and contestants. 

 He did not compromise on his position that every election had to be held in accordance with 

the model code of conduct and electoral laws. 

 Some of his big achievements include implementation of the election process and the Model 

Code of Conduct, enforcing limits on poll expenses, and elimination of several malpractices 

like distribution of liquor, bribing voters, ban on wall writing, use of loud speakers, use of 

religion in election speeches etc. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 83 

 The Election Commission ultimately drew up a very strict model code of conduct. Parties 

could no longer take voters to polling stations; they were required to obtain the authorities’ 

permission before setting up camps where they traditionally helped voters find the 

candidates of their choice on facsimiles of the ballot paper, which, admittedly, is sometimes 

festooned with a hundred-odd names! 

Expansion of Election Commission of India: 

 As part of his variant of electoral reforms, the Election Commission had listed 150 

malpractices in the elections. 

 It was during Mr. Seshan’s period that the EC was made a multi-member body in October 

1993 with the appointment of M.S. Gill and G.V.G. Krishnamurthy. 

 Though he had opposed the government’s move, the Supreme Court had upheld the 

government’s decision to appoint Election Commissioners. 

Conclusion: 

As the criminalisation of Indian politics was affecting elections as never before in the late 1980s and 

the early 1990s, the Supreme Court initiated a new form of “judicial activism”. But the Election 

Commission contributed in its way to boosting the rule of law. Even the most virulent critics of his 

megalomaniac and autocratic tendencies recognised Seshan’s unprecedented efficiency in 

protecting the electoral process. 

Finance Commission is tasked with distribution of tax proceeds between Union and 

states. Recent amendments threaten to subvert it, do you agree? Critically analyse with 

suitable justifications.(250 words) 
Indianexpress 
Why this question: 
The question is in the light of recent amendments that were made to the process of distribution of 
tax proceeds by the Finance commission. 
Key demand of the question: 
Critically analyse the recent amendments that were made in this context and provide for their effect 
in distribution of tax proceeds. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief explain the role of finance commission. 
Body: 
Explain the recent amendments made to the Terms of Reference (ToR) of the 15th Finance 
Commission (FFC) 
The first requires the FFC to examine “whether a separate mechanism for funding of defence and 
internal security ought to be set up and if so, how such a mechanism should be operationalized”. 
Take hints from the article and explain. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
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Introduction:     

The Finance Commission is constituted by the President under article 280 of the 

Constitution, mainly to give its recommendations on distribution of tax revenues between the Union 

and the States and amongst the States themselves. Two distinctive features of the Commission’s 

work involve redressing the vertical imbalances between the taxation powers and expenditure 

responsibilities of the centre and the States respectively and equalization of all public services across 

the States. 

Body: 

Recent amendments to Terms of Reference (ToR) of the 15th Finance Commission (FFC):  

 The first requires the FFC to examine “whether a separate mechanism for funding of defence 

and internal security ought to be set up and if so, how such a mechanism should be 

operationalised”. 

 The second arises from Section 83 of the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act 2019 (J&K 

Act), which came into effect when Jammu and Kashmir became a Union Territory on October 

31. 

 It requires the President to “make a reference to the 15th Finance Commission to include 

the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir in its Terms of Reference and make award for the 

successor Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir.” 

 Both these amendments are perfunctorily worded, raising constitutional and 

interpretational issues which the FFC may find challenging. They also work to the detriment 

of the states. 

Challenges posed by the 1st amendment: 

 The use of the words “separate mechanism” points to creating a mechanism distinct from 

the existing one. 

 The Constitution requires that estimates relating to voted expenditure in the Annual 

Financial Statement be submitted in the form of demands for grants to the Lok Sabha every 

year. 

 The Government of India (GoI) submits demands for grants to the Lok Sabha under the 

defence and home ministries for defence and deployment of armed forces in states as an aid 

to civil power. 

 The separate mechanism envisaged could be the creation of a defence and internal security 

fund in the public account to which their annual budgetary allocations could be credited and 

then spent over a multi-year time-frame without the threat of lapse. 

 Such an arrangement already exists for a number of funds in the public account, like the 

National Disaster Relief Fund. 

 It will be inappropriate to squirrel away one-fifth of the GoI’s budget allocations into the 

public account for five reasons. 

 First, escrowing such a large amount from its resources will constrain the GoI’s budgetary 

management. 
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 Second, similar demands could arise from other critical ministries like infrastructure and 

health, which if agreed to, will further emasculate budgetary flexibility. 

 Third, it will lead to lazy budgeting by the beneficiary ministries. 

 Fourth, it violates the Government Accounting Rules 1990 (GAR), which allow for creating a 

fund in the public account only for the implementation of specified schemes of ministries 

and not for entire budgetary allocations of departments. 

 Fifth, and most important, it violates the fundamental canons of annual budgeting 

mandated in the Constitution — providing for lapse of moneys budgeted but unspent during 

a year, and obtaining Parliament’s approval every year for the Annual Financial Statement. 

 Public order and police are part of the state’s responsibility. Internal security is, therefore, as 

much a concern of states as it is of the GoI. 

 The FFC will face a further challenge if such a fund is created in the GoI’s public account, 

since it will have to decide how it will be shared with states. 

Challenges posed by 2nd amendment: 

 The amendment relating to Jammu and Kashmir is equally troublesome. 

 The phrase “include Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir in its Terms of Reference” is 

indeterminate. 

 The ToR of the FFC has 15 clauses. In which clause and where should it be included? 

 The names of no state or Union Territory find place in any of these 15 clauses. 

 It can be argued that this amendment requires the FFC to treat the UT of Jammu and 

Kashmir as a state for the purposes of its award. 

 The FFC will submit its report on November 30. J&K ceased to be a state on October 31. 

 It will no longer find a place in list of the states in the Constitution, but appear in the list of 

UT. 

 The Constitution requires the Finance Commission to recommend the “distribution between 

the Union and states of the net proceed of taxes”. 

 No Finance Commission has ever made an award for any UT. It is not clear how the FFC can 

now make an award treating the UT of J&K as a state. 

 It is noteworthy that the J&K Act simultaneously requires that the Union Territory of Ladakh 

be treated on par with the other UT. 

 No case has been made for treating J&K on a different footing. 

 Further, how can the claims of the two other UTs with a legislature — Delhi and Puducherry 

— which also have been demanding, for a number of years, that FCs award a share of the 

divisible pool to them, be ignored? 

 States argue that the impact of such a provision would increase the number of claimants to 

the divisible pool and thus reduce their individual share. 
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Conclusion: 

The GoI should treat the requirements of the UT of Jammu and Kashmir within the demand of the 

Union Home Ministry. The FFC has been burdened with an onerous and a challenging ToR. Some 

state governments have complained about its perceived inequities to the President. These two 

amendments unnecessarily raise more challenges for the FFC. Perhaps, it should ignore these 

amendments and confine itself to its constitutional mandate. 

Give an account of the composition and functions of the Finance Commission as 

mentioned in the Constitution of India.(250 words) 
Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why this question: 
The question is based on the functioning of the Finance commission as enshrined in the constitution. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss the composition and functions of the Finance Commission in detail. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Highlight the value that FC holds in the constitutional and the setup of Indian polity. 
Body: 
Briefly mention the constitutional status of Finance Commission and its composition. 
Discuss its major functions as mentioned in the constitution. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of Finance commission. 
Introduction:     

The Finance Commission is constituted by the President under article 280 of the Constitution, 

mainly to give its recommendations on distribution of tax revenues between the Union and the 

States and amongst the States themselves. Two distinctive features of the Commission’s work 

involve redressing the vertical imbalances between the taxation powers and expenditure 

responsibilities of the centre and the States respectively and equalization of all public services 

across the States. 

Body: 

Composition of Finance Commission: 

The Finance Commission is appointed by the President under Article 280 of the Constitution.   As per 

the provisions contained in the Finance Commission [Miscellaneous Provisions] Act, 1951 and The 

Finance Commission (Salaries & Allowances) Rules, 1951, the Chairman of the Commission is 

selected from among persons who have had experience in public affairs, and the four other 

members are selected from among persons who: 

 are, or have been, or are qualified to be appointed as Judges of a High Court; or 

 have special knowledge of the finances and accounts of Government; or 

 have had wide experience in financial matters and in administration; or 

 have special knowledge of economics. 

Functions of the finance commission: 

 It is the duty of the Commission to make recommendations to the President as to: 
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 the distribution between the Union and the States of the net proceeds of taxes which are to 

be, or may be, divided between them and the allocation between the States of the 

respective shares of such proceeds; 

 the principles which should govern the grants-in-aid of the revenues of the States out of the 

Consolidated Fund of India; 

 the measures needed to augment the Consolidated Fund of a State to supplement the 

resources of the Panchayats and Municipalities in the State on the basis of the 

recommendations made by the Finance Commission of the State; 

 any other matter referred to the Commission by the President in the interests of sound 

finance. 

 The Commission determines its procedure and have such powers in the performance of their 

functions as Parliament may by law confer on them. 

The debate for Need for permanent status: 

 Finance commissions have over the past several decades adopted different approaches with 

regard to principles of tax devolution, grants to be given to states and fiscal consolidation 

issues. In other words, there has to be continuity and change between finance 

commissions. 

 There is a need to ensure broad consistency between Finance Commissions so that there is 

some degree of certainty in the flow of funds, especially to the states. This has become 

even more critical in the post GST scenario. 

 If it is given permanent status, the Commission can function as a leaner entity in the 

intervening period till the next Finance Commission is set up in a full-fledged manner. 

During the intervening period, it can also address issues arising from implementation of the 

recommendations of the finance commission. 

Conclusion: 

The Indian federal system allows for the division of power and responsibilities between the centre 

and states.  Correspondingly, the taxation powers are also broadly divided between the centre and 

states.  State legislatures may devolve some of their taxation powers to local bodies. 

Explain the principle of subsidiarity, its importance and discuss how the 73rd 

constitutional amendment act tries to achieve it.(250 words) 
 Indian Polity by Lakshmikant 
  
Why this question: 
The question is based on the principle of subsidiarity as followed in the Indian polity system. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the concept of principle of subsidiarity and explain its significance and discuss in what way 
73rd constitutional amendment act tries to achieve it. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
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Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Introduce by briefly explaining the principle of subsidiarity. 
Body: 
Explain its importance for democracy, efficiency and effectiveness of administration as well as 
accountability in brief. 
Discuss how the 73rd constitutional amendment act tries to achieve the principle.  
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

The Second Administrative Reforms Commission defines subsidiarity as “a principle that a central 

authority should have a subsidiary function, performing only those tasks which cannot be performed 

at a more local level.” The principle of subsidiarity holds that a larger and greater body should not 

exercise functions which can be carried out efficiently by one smaller and lesser, but rather the 

former should support the latter and help to coordinate its activity with the activities of the whole 

community.  

Body: 

Importance of Subsidiarity: 

 It enables citizens to demand accountability and helps to make government more 

responsive, efficient and effective. 

 It helps to make government programmes and services more effective and sustainable. 

 It enables the poor and marginalized to influence public policy and service delivery to 

improve their lives. 

 It helps to promote healthy, grassroots democracy. 

 The central idea of subsidiarity is that citizens as sovereigns and stakeholders in a democracy 

are the final decision-makers. 

 Citizens are also the consumers of all services provided by the State. 

 The citizen-sovereign-consumer must exercise as much authority as practicable, and 

delegate upward the rest of the functions which require economies of scale, technological 

and managerial capacity or collective amenities 

 Various functions shall be carried out closest to citizens at the smallest unit of governance 

possible and delegated upwards only when the local unit cannot perform the task. 

 The citizen delegates those functions he cannot perform, to the community, functions that 

the community cannot discharge are passed on to local governments in the smallest tiers, 

and so on, from smaller tiers to larger tiers, from local government to the State 

Governments, and from the States to the Union. 

73rd constitutional amendment and Subsidiarity: 

 Democratic decentralisation: The PRI has succeeded in creating another layer of 

government and political representation at the grass-roots level. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 89 

 Local self-Government: The establishment in every state (except those with populations 

below 2 million) of panchayats at the village, intermediate and district levels. 

 Political accountability: through the provision of Gram Sabha as the decision-making body. 

As villagers get a voice in the governance of the village. 

 Participatory democracy: due to regular and direct election by the citizens of the village 

conducted by a separate State Election Commission. 

 Social empowerment and inclusive development: Research using PRIs has shown that 

having female political representation in local governments makes women more likely to 

come forward and report crimes. 

 Financial devolution of resources based on the recommendations of State Finance 

Commission. 

 Bottom-up approach in planning process and efficient implementation of schemes adhering 

to local problems. 

 In districts with female sarpanchs, significantly greater investments are made in drinking 

water, public goods. 

 Moreover, the states have also provided the statutory safeguards for many devolution 

provisions, which have considerably empowered local governments. 

 Successive (central) Finance Commissions have, so substantially, increased fund allocations 

for local bodies and also the grants have been increased. 

Conclusion: 

In this scheme, the citizen and the community are the centre of governance. In place of traditional 

hierarchies, there will be ever-enlarging concentric circles of government and delegation is outward 

depending on necessity. 

The legality and accountability of Self Help Groups (SHGs) and their clienteles, the 

microfinance outfits, need systematic assessment and scrutiny for the sustained 

success of the concept. Discuss.(250 words) 
Why this question: 
The question aims to discuss the issues with SHGs and microfinance in the country and the need to 
reform the available mechanisms for their better performance. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must discuss the present status of the legality and accountability of Self Help Groups (SHGs) in 
the country and the need for reforms in this sector. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In short discuss the concept of self-help groups. 
Body: 
One must first discuss the significance that SHGs and micro finance units have in the country. 
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Explain the mechanisms that are currently regulating this sector. 
Discuss the present issues with microfinance and SHGs. 
Discuss the significance of legality and accountability required to refine the concept and its impact. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

A self-help group (SHG) is a village-based financial intermediary committee normally consist of 10–

20 local women or men.  When the formal financial system fails to help the needy, then small groups 

volunteer to cater to the needs of the financially weak by collecting, saving and lending the money 

on a micro scale.  SHGs have gained wide recognition in most developing countries in Asia where 

their presence is quite pervasive. 

SHG Movement in India: 

 The concept evolved over decades and was pioneered by Noble laureate Mohammad Yunus 

as Self Help Groups (SHGs) in 1970s. 

 SHG movement in India gained momentum after 1992, when NABARD realized its potential 

and started promoting it. 

 NABARD’s SHG-Bank Linkage Program (SBLP) connected group members to formal financial 

services. 

 Over the last two decades, the SBLP has proven to be a great medium for social and 

economic empowerment for rural women. 

 India has witnessed state-led promotion of SHGs through a three-tiered architecture of 

community institutions at group, village and cluster le 

 In 1999, Government of India, introduced Swarn Jayanti Gram Swarojgaar Yojana (SGSY) to 

promote self-employment in rural areas through formation and skilling of SHGs. 

 The programme evolved as a national movement in 2011 and became National Rural 

Livelihoods Mission (NRLM). 

Microfinance through Self-Help Groups and Financial Inclusion:  

 Microfinance through Self-Help Groups (SHGs) has established itself as a reliable strategy for 

ensuring the outreach of a variety of benefits for the poor in the country, with a focus on 

poor women.  

 Different models of savings mobilization and credit delivery tried out in various regions are 

presented in this paper.  

 The present classification is in terms of SHG-Bank Linkage Programme (SBLP) model and 

Micro Finance Institutions (MFIs)-Bank Linkage (MFIBL) model. 

Advantages of financing through SHGs:  

 An economically poor individual gains strength as part of a group. 

 Besides, financing through SHGs reduces transaction costs for both lenders and borrowers. 
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 While lenders have to handle only a triple SHG account instead of a large number of small-

sized individual accounts, borrowers as part of an SHG minimize expenses on travel (to and 

from the branch and other places) for completing paper work and on the loss of workdays in 

canvassing for loans. 

 Where successful, SHGs have significantly empowered poor people, especially women, in 

rural areas. 

 SHGs have helped immensely in reducing the influence of informal lenders in rural areas. 

 Many big corporate houses are also promoting SHGs at many places in India. 

 SHGs help borrowers overcome the problem of lack of collateral. Women can discuss their 

problem and find solutions for it. 

Need for regulations:  

 A few studies conducted on federations indicate that federations create economies of scale, 

reduce promotional and transaction costs, enable provision of value added services and 

increase empowerment of the poor.  

 APMAS study (SHG federations in India 2007) also reveals that the SHG federation model 

could travel to a degree of extending credit services to promotion of sustainable livelihood 

initiatives with the help of donors, formal financial institutions and also by making use of 

their own funds.  

 Considering the level of sophistication required, federations could facilitate linkages with 

livelihood promotion organizations or promote new subsidiary organizations. 

 Promotion of livelihoods relies on institutionalization process with appropriate internal 

systems, standards, controlling mechanisms, legal entity to do business activities, internal 

governance and transparency.  

 To promote these aspects, federations require strong self-regulation and supervision 

system. Providing reliable information about the performance of the SHGs and SHG 

federations, facilitating proper management and reducing risk are main pillars of self-

regulation. 

Way forward: 

The overall objective of self-regulation for SHGs and SHG federations is to ensure that SHG members 

set their own agenda and manage and control the processes, so that the SHG system successfully 

and sustainably works for the benefit of SHG members. The focus of the self-regulation is on building 

capacities of SHG members and their representatives at various levels in the following key aspects to 

achieve the self-regulation objectives. Those are: 

 Adequate norms and standards (external and internal) 

 Approved common bookkeeping and accounting 

 Effective internal control of management and risks 

 Sector-wide reporting, monitoring and rating (off-site sector control) 
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 Compulsory cooperative audit 

 Follow-up activities 

 Institutional protection, deposit insurance 

 Linkage to the financial regulator for regulatory and supervisory duties. 

Although in India, Governor of the state is Constitutional head like President he may 

have more rights, do you agree? Give reasons. (250 words) 
 Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why this question: 
The question is amidst the recent controversies around the government formation in the State of 
Maharashtra and the role played by the Governor. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must discuss and provide for a critical analysis as to in what way role of the Governor outweighs 
the role of president who is the head of the state. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define the constitutional positions of the president and the Governor. 
Body: 
Explain with suitable examples in what way Governor of the state has more rights at times compared 
to the president. 
Justify your stand with recent examples. 
The question is straightforward and there isn’t much to deliberate. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction: 

Recently President Ram Nath Kovind has approved a proclamation imposing President’s Rule in 

Maharashtra under Article 356(1) of the Constitution, following a recommendation from Governor 

Bhagat Singh Koshyari. 

What’s the issue in Maharashtra? 

In the recent elections to the 288-member Maharashtra Legislative Assembly, the BJP got 105 seats, 

the Shiv Sena got 56, NCP 54 and the Congress 44 seats. Although the BJP and Shiv Sena had fought 

the election as an alliance, after the results, the alliance fell apart on the issue of who will be the 

chief minister. No single party got a majority in the House, and no alliance could be formed claiming 

a majority. Hence the governor of the state recommended President’s Rule, which was imposed. 

Discretional powers of Governor more than president: - 

Duality of the powers: - 

 Governors enjoy more discretion than President because of duality of functions they have to 

perform. He is given higher discretionary powers, for proper functioning of the Constitution. 

 He has prima facie discretion in deciding whether a proposed law by a State is violative of 

the Constitution. He also has greater discretion with regard to dissolution of Legislative 

Assembly when it does not function according to the Constitution. 
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Constitution provision itself: - 

 Discretionary powers of Governor in state are much more extensive in comparison to the 

President in centre in India. For example, Article 163 of the constitution says that there shall 

be a Council of Ministers in the states with the Chief Minister at the head to aid and advise 

the Governor in exercise his functions, except those which are required to be done by the 

Governor on his/ her discretion. 

 The constitution further mentions that if any question arises whether a matter falls within 

the Governor’s discretion or not, decision of the Governor shall be final, and the validity of 

anything done by the Governor shall not be called in question on the ground that he ought 

or ought not to have acted in his discretion. Moreover, what advice was tendered by the 

Governor to the Ministry cannot be inquired into a court. 

Some discretionary powers are as follows: - 

 Governor can dissolve the legislative assembly if the chief minister advices him to do 

following a vote of no confidence. Now, it is up to the Governor what he/ she would like to 

do. 

 Governor, on his/ her discretion can recommend the president about the failure of the 

constitutional machinery in the state. 

 On his/ her discretion, the Governor can reserve a bill passed by the state legislature for 

president’s assent. 

 If there is no political party with a clear cut majority in the assembly, Governor on his/ her 

discretion can appoint anybody as chief minister. 

 Governor determines the amount payable by the Government of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura 

and Mizoram to an autonomous Tribal District Council as royalty accruing from licenses for 

mineral exploration. 

 Governor can seek information from the chief minister with regard to the administrative and 

legislative matters of the state. 

 Governor has discretion to refuse to sign to an ordinary bill passed by the state legislature. 

 Thus, though the Governor is made the constitutional head of a state like president of India, 

yet there is a thin line as the Constitution empowers the Governor to act without the advice 

of the Chief Minister and his council and can use discretion on certain matters. 

Similarities:- 

 Both the President and Governor have the status of Constitutional Heads. 

 All executive decisions are taken in their name but actual power is exercised by Council of 

Ministers 

 All ordinary / money bills passed must get their assent before they become an act. 

 Both of them have powers to promulgate ordinances. 
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 All Money bills can be introduced with prior recommendation of President in the Lok Sabha 

and Governor in the state legislature. 

 Both have clemency powers. 

Conclusion: 

As envisaged in the Indian constitution in a federal constitutional division of power between 

centre and real power vests in council of ministers president and governor are only ceremonial 

heads of state. Real power lies with elected government headed by PM and CM. 

Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act. 

Democracy is sustained by free and fair elections, and electoral bonds scheme was 

introduced to ensure the same. However the scheme has come under criticism many a 

times. In this context evaluate in what way Electoral Bonds can distort India’s 

Democracy. (250 words) 

The hindu 
  
Why this question: 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had advised the government that the electoral bonds it proposed in 
2017 would not solve the problem of unaccounted-for money since the donor’s identity will be never 
be known. 
Key demand of the question: 
Student must evaluate the pros and cons of  the electoral bonds scheme in detail and examine its 
relevance in ensuring free and fair elections. 
Directive: 
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgment about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth 
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by stating that India is the largest democracy in the world and elections and political parties are 
a fundamental feature of its Parliamentary democracy. 
Body: 
Explain the growing Corruption in Elections of India. 
Lavish expenditure in the elections is one of the most critical problems in India’s electoral system. 
According to the Report of the National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution 
(NCRWC) high cost of elections creates a high degree of compulsion for corruption in the public 
arena. 
Discuss the existing provisions checking and restricting donations. 
Explain the concept underlying Electoral Bond Scheme. 
Examine what makes them controversial, discuss the pros and cons. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that unless drastic and radical steps are taken to cleanse public offices by the government, 
political parties and people at large, corruption will continue to corrode the vitals of the country. 
Introduction:     

Electoral bonds will allow donors to pay political parties using banks as an intermediary. Although 

called a bond, the banking instrument resembling promissory notes will not carry any interest. The 
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electoral bond, which will be a bearer instrument, will not carry the name of the payee and can be 

bought for any value, in multiples of Rs 1,000, Rs 10,000, Rs 1 lakh, Rs 10 lakh or Rs 1 crore. 

Body: 

Rationale behind the electoral bonds: 

 Electoral bonds have been introduced to promote transparency in funding and donation 

received by political parties. 

 The scheme envisages building a transparent system of acquiring bonds with validated KYC 

and an audit trail. A limited window and a very short maturity period would make misuse 

improbable. 

 The electoral bonds will prompt donors to take the banking route to donate, with their 

identity captured by the issuing authority. This will ensure transparency and accountability 

and is a big step towards electoral reform. 

 The previous system of cash donations from anonymous sources is wholly non-transparent. 

The donor, the donee, the quantum of donations and the nature of expenditure are all 

undisclosed. 

 According to government the system of Bonds will encourage political donations of clean 

money from individuals, companies, HUF, religious groups, charities, etc. 

 After purchasing the bonds, these entities can hand them to political parties of their choice, 

which must redeem them within the prescribed time. 

 Some element of transparency would be introduced in as much as all donors declare in their 

accounts the amount of bonds that they have purchased and all parties declare the quantum 

of bonds that they have received. 

 The electoral bonds are aimed at rooting out the current system of largely anonymous cash 

donations made to political parties which lead to the generation of black money in the 

economy. 

Findings on Electoral bonds: 

 In the process of vetting the Centre’s electoral bonds scheme in December 2017, the Law 

Ministry repeatedly objected to the Finance Ministry’s stipulation that political parties must 

have a 1% vote share in Lok Sabha or State Assembly elections in order to be eligible for the 

scheme, documents obtained through an RTI query. 

 The documents obtained through RTI show that the Law Ministry recommended the 

imposition of a 6% vote share requirement or the removal of the vote share requirement 

entirely. 

 The Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) also objected to the vote share requirement as 

discriminatory, while political parties themselves were not consulted. 

Electoral bonds can distort democracy due to: 

 The move could be misused, given the lack of disclosure requirements for individuals 

purchasing electoral bonds. 
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 Electoral bonds make electoral funding even more opaque. It will bring more and more 

black money into the political system. electoral bonds would cause a “serious impact” on 

transparency in funding of political parties 

 With electoral bonds there can be a legal channel for companies to round-trip their tax 

haven cash to a political party. If this could be arranged, then a businessman could lobby for 

a change in policy, and legally funnel a part of the profits accruing from this policy change to 

the politician or party that brought it about. 

 The amendments would pump in black money for political funding through shell companies 

and allow “unchecked foreign funding of political parties in India which could lead to Indian 

politics being influenced by foreign companies 

 Companies no longer need to declare the names of the parties to which they have donated 

so shareholders won’t know where their money has gone. 

 They have potential to load the dice heavily in favour of the ruling party as the donor bank 

and the receiver bank know the identity of the person. But both the banks report to the RBI 

which, in turn, is subject to the Central government’s will to know. 

Alternative mechanisms for electoral funding: 

 According to Former Chief Election Commissioner S.Y. Quraishi, an alternative worth 

exploring is a National Electoral Fund to which all donors can contribute. 

 The funds would be allocated to political parties in proportion to the votes they get. Not 

only would this protect the identity of donors, it would also weed out black money from 

political funding. 

 The total cost of MPLADS funding for all MPs is nearly ₹4,000 crore every year, and 

scrapping the scheme even for one year in an MP’s five-year term will be enough to bankroll 

state funding of Lok Sabha candidates. This is a legalized way of allowing MPs and MLAs to 

shower money on their constituencies at state expense. 

 Direct funding of candidates, who will be reimbursed according to their final share of the 

votes cast. 

 The best way to bring about such transparency in political funding is to put a complete ban 

on cash donations by individuals or companies to political parties. 

 Making it mandatory for all parties to receive donations only by cheque, or other modes of 

money transfer. 

 There should be clear provisions for getting tax benefits for all those making such 

donations. 

 Make it mandatory for political parties to submit details of all donations received with the 

Election Commission and also with the income-tax department. 

 State funding of political parties can be considered. The Indrajit Gupta Committee on State 

Funding of Elections had endorsed partial state funding of recognised political parties. 
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 The mechanics of this process need to be carefully worked out to establish the allocation of 

money to national parties, State parties and independent candidates, and to check 

candidate’s own expenditure over and above that which is provided by the state. 

 Voters have to be made aware through awareness campaigns about ill effects of money 

power during elections. Bringing political parties under the preview of RTI act. 

“If big money entirely funds elections in a secretive way, democracy as we know it will 

not exist.” Analyse and explain the role of electoral bonds in the above stated 

context.(250 words) 

The hindu 
Why this question: 
The recent disclosures that the Election Commission (EC) and the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had 
expressed reservations about the Electoral Bonds scheme highlight the importance of this issue. Thus 
the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must explain what is the issue associated with big funds for elections and the role that electoral 
bonds play, present pros and cons of allowing secretive funding and what needs to be done to put a 
check onto it. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief discuss the need for electoral funding. 
Body: 
Explain first the available routes prevalent in India for electoral funding. 
Then move onto discuss that today, India spends more on elections than the U.S. with a per capita 
GDP that is 3% of the U.S. 
Explain the role that electoral bonds play. 
Suggest issues and what remedies can be provided to tackle them. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     

The Finance Bill, 2017 introduced “electoral bonds” — interest-free bearer bonds (like Promissory 

Notes) that can be purchased from specified branches of the State Bank of India in a designated 10-

day window in every quarter of the financial year. The recent disclosures that the Election 

Commission (EC) and the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had expressed reservations about the Electoral 

Bonds scheme highlight the importance of this issue. 

Body: 

Rationale behind the electoral bonds: 

 Electoral bonds have been introduced to promote transparency in funding and donation 

received by political parties. 

 The scheme envisages building a transparent system of acquiring bonds with validated KYC 

and an audit trail. A limited window and a very short maturity period would make misuse 

improbable. 
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 The electoral bonds will prompt donors to take the banking route to donate, with their 

identity captured by the issuing authority. This will ensure transparency and accountability 

and is a big step towards electoral reform. 

 The previous system of cash donations from anonymous sources is wholly non-transparent. 

The donor, the donee, the quantum of donations and the nature of expenditure are all 

undisclosed. 

 According to government the system of Bonds will encourage political donations of clean 

money from individuals, companies, HUF, religious groups, charities, etc. 

 After purchasing the bonds, these entities can hand them to political parties of their choice, 

which must redeem them within the prescribed time. 

 Some element of transparency would be introduced in as much as all donors declare in their 

accounts the amount of bonds that they have purchased and all parties declare the quantum 

of bonds that they have received. 

 The electoral bonds are aimed at rooting out the current system of largely anonymous cash 

donations made to political parties which lead to the generation of black money in the 

economy. 

Concerns expressed as it affects the transparency of funding: 

 The move could be misused, given the lack of disclosure requirements for individuals 

purchasing electoral bonds. 

 Electoral bonds make electoral funding even more opaque. It will bring more and more 

black money into the political system. electoral bonds would cause a “serious impact” on 

transparency in funding of political parties 

 With electoral bonds there can be a legal channel for companies to round-trip their tax 

haven cash to a political party. If this could be arranged, then a businessman could lobby for 

a change in policy, and legally funnel a part of the profits accruing from this policy change to 

the politician or party that brought it about. 

 Electoral Bonds Scheme has “opened the floodgates to unlimited corporate donations to 

political parties and anonymous financing by Indian as well as foreign companies which can 

have serious repercussions on the Indian democracy”. 

 The amendments would pump in black money for political funding through shell companies 

and allow “unchecked foreign funding of political parties in India which could lead to Indian 

politics being influenced by foreign companies 

 The contribution received by any eligible political party in the form of electoral bonds will 

be exempt from income-tax as per Section 13A of the Income Tax Act. 

 With the removal of the 7.5% cap on the net profits of the last three years of a company, 

corporate funding has increased manifold, as there is now no limit to how much a company, 

including loss-making ones, can donate. 
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 This opens up the possibility of companies being brought into existence by unscrupulous 

elements primarily for routing funds to political parties through anonymous and opaque 

instruments like electoral bonds. 

 Companies no longer need to declare the names of the parties to which they have donated 

so shareholders won’t know where their money has gone. 

 They have potential to load the dice heavily in favour of the ruling party as the donor bank 

and the receiver bank know the identity of the person. But both the banks report to the RBI 

which, in turn, is subject to the Central government’s will to know. 

Alternative mechanisms for electoral funding: 

 According to Former Chief Election Commissioner S.Y. Quraishi, an alternative worth 

exploring is a National Electoral Fund to which all donors can contribute. 

 The funds would be allocated to political parties in proportion to the votes they get. Not 

only would this protect the identity of donors, it would also weed out black money from 

political funding. 

 The total cost of MPLADS funding for all MPs is nearly ₹4,000 crore every year, and 

scrapping the scheme even for one year in an MP’s five-year term will be enough to bankroll 

state funding of Lok Sabha candidates. This is a legalized way of allowing MPs and MLAs to 

shower money on their constituencies at state expense. 

 Direct funding of candidates, who will be reimbursed according to their final share of the 

votes cast. 

 The best way to bring about such transparency in political funding is to put a complete ban 

on cash donations by individuals or companies to political parties. 

 Making it mandatory for all parties to receive donations only by cheque, or other modes of 

money transfer. 

 There should be clear provisions for getting tax benefits for all those making such 

donations. 

 Make it mandatory for political parties to submit details of all donations received with the 

Election Commission and also with the income-tax department. 

 State funding of political parties can be considered. The Indrajit Gupta Committee on State 

Funding of Elections had endorsed partial state funding of recognised political parties. 

 The mechanics of this process need to be carefully worked out to establish the allocation of 

money to national parties, State parties and independent candidates, and to check 

candidate’s own expenditure over and above that which is provided by the state. 

 Voters have to be made aware through awareness campaigns about ill effects of money 

power during elections. Bringing political parties under the preview of RTI act. 

Conclusion: 

The 255th Law Commission Report on Electoral Reforms observed that opacity in political funding 

results in “lobbying and capture” of the government by big donors. Various commissions, including 
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the Election Commission, have given detailed recommendations on suitable remedies. Public 

funding needs to be examined and introduced with proper checks and balances. 

Highlight the powers and functions of the Election Commission of India (ECI). Also, 

discuss the issues regarding the independence and impartiality of the ECI. (250 words) 
 Indian polity by Lakshmikant 
Why this question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper II. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to explain the powers and functions of the Election Commission of India (ECI) and discuss the 
issues regarding the independence and impartiality of the ECI. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give a brief introduction about Election Commission of India (ECI). 
Body: 
Highlight its administrative, advisory and quasi-judicial powers and functions. 
State the provisions regarding the Commission’s independence and discuss various issues 
surrounding it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that it is essential to impart requisite institutional protection and independence so that 
public faith in the EC is strengthened. 
Introduction:     

The Election Commission of India is an autonomous constitutional authority responsible for 

administering election processes in India. The body administers elections to the Lok Sabha, Rajya 

Sabha, state legislatures, and the offices of the President and Vice President in the country. The 

Election Commission operates under the authority of Constitution per Article 324, and subsequently 

enacted Representation of the People Act. It was established on January 25, 1950. 

Body: 

The powers of ECI: 

 Power to Superintendent, Direct and Control: 

o The Election Commission has got the power to conduct electoral rolls for all the 

elections of Parliament, State Legislature, Offices of President and Vice President. 

o The Election Commission has the power of Superintendence, Direction and control 

over the preparation of the electoral rolls. 

 Power to Order Re-Poll: 

o Article 324 confers on the Election Commission not only the power to conduct 

elections but also the power to order a fresh poll. 

o The order for re-poll may be given if there is hooliganism, breakdown of law and 

order at the time of polling or during counting of votes. 
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 Power to Allot Symbols: 

o The Election Commission is empowered by the rule 5(1) of the rules made by the 

Central Government under Representation of People’s Act, 1951 to specify the 

symbols to the candidates for elections. 

o The Symbols Order, 1968 has also been issued by the Election Commission read with 

the above mentioned rules. 

 Power to Postpone the Elections: 

o In the case Digvijay Mote v. Union of India the Supreme Court has ruled that if there 

is any kind of disturbing situations going on in a state or in any part of the state 

which is preventing the conduction of free and fair elections, then the Election 

Commission has got the power to postpone the elections. 

 Power to Seek Information Regarding Election Expenses: 

o In the case Registered Society v. UOI, the question regarding the “election expenses” 

incurred by the political parties during the time of elections was brought before the 

court. 

o The Court ruled that the purity of election is fundamental to democracy and 

therefore the Election Commission has got the power to issues such directions 

requiring the political parties to submit to the Election Commission, for its scrutiny, 

the details of the expenditure incurred during elections. 

 Decriminalization of Politics: 

o Election Commission is seriously concerned about the existing criminalization in 

politics. In order to curb the criminal activities in politics it has taken variety of 

initiatives which are as follows; 

 Model Code of Conduct: 

o Election Commission in every election prescribes the model code of conduct for 

both political parties and the candidates which deals with the manner in which the 

political parties and the candidates should conduct themselves during elections in 

order to push forward free and fair elections. 

 Limiting The Poll Expense: 

o India has already experienced many elections where there has been vulgar show of 

money during elections. 

o In order to get rid of such activities, the Election Commission has issued limit on the 

amount that can be spent by a candidate during the election campaign. 

o Election Commission also appoints expenditure observers to keep an eye on the 

expenses incurred by the candidates during election campaign. 

Functions of ECI include: 

 Primary Functions: 
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o The primary function of the Election Commission which is entrusted by the 

Constitution is superintendence, direction and control of the preparation of the 

electoral rolls for and conduct of the elections to Parliament and to the legislature 

of every state and also of the elections to the offices of the President and Vice 

President of India. 

o Other primary functions of Election Commission include demarcation of 

constituencies, preparation of electoral rolls, arranging sufficient staff for 

smoothly conducting the elections, conduction of polls, briefings the details of 

elections to media 

 Advisory function: 

o The Election Commission has got an important duty of advising the President and 

the Governor in the matter of disqualification of sitting members of Parliament, 

State Legislature on all grounds other than the ground of defection. (Art 103 and 

192). 

o The Election Commission has been vested with advisory jurisdiction under the law. If 

a person is found guilty of corrupt practise at election which comes before High 

Court in Election petition is before Supreme Court in election appeal, the President 

decides the question whether such persons should be disqualified from contesting 

future elections and, if so, for what period. 

 Quasi-Judicial Functions: 

o All political parties wishing to contest in the elections must register themselves with 

the Election Commission. Such function of registration of political parties by the 

Election Commission has been held by the Supreme Court as quasi-judicial function 

of the commission. 

o The Supreme Court also held that in merger disputes between two political parties, 

the Election Commission exercises the judicial power of state and against whose 

decision an appeal shall straight away lie to Supreme Court under appellate 

jurisdiction under Art. 136. 

ECI currently faces some challenges which are seen as its limitations: 

 Model code of conduct: 

o The lack of statutory backing of MCC makes it difficult to be implemented in its true 

letter and spirit. 

o MCC has become increasingly more difficult in recent times due to evolution of new 

mediums of communications and innovative and overzealous campaigning. 

o Social media is an evolving platform. It provides an intimate, immediate and 

democratic space for information dissemination and interaction. The scale and 

depth of this platform is so vast that it is practically impossible to oversight and 

regulates it in a liberal democracy like India. 

 Lack of Autonomy: 
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o According to the Supreme Court of India, The Election Commission has to act in 

conformity with the law (representatives of People’s Act) made by Parliament and it 

cannot transgress the same. 

o The election process of Chief election commission is not interference proof. The 

expenditure incurred by it is not charged on consolidated fund of India. 

o It doesn’t even has a separate dedicated staff for conducting election process and 

has to be dependent on various government departments for roping in personnel. 

 Decreasing credibility: 

o Many political parties challenged the tampering with the EVMs which led to victory 

of a particular party. 

o Frequent use of money power and muscle power is being viewed as rude shock to 

fairness of election pr 

 Insufficient Plenary powers: 

o The EC can only disqualify a candidate if the money expenditure is no shown in his 

accounts. Other than that use of illicit money and black money tackling is outside 

the purview of EC. 

o However, it has recommended the govt. to amend RPA and make it an offence. It 

has also suggested to include new clause 58 (B) to empower itself to cancel poll in 

case of muscle power use. 

 Structural issues: 

o The Constitution has not prescribed the qualifications (legal, educational, 

administrative or judicial) of the members of the Election Commission. 

o The Constitution has not debarred the retiring election commissioners from any 

further appointment by the government. 

o The tenure of Election commissioner not fixed hence not safe and independent of 

government’s intervention. 

Way forward: 

 ECI has taken stringent measures to overcome many of the challenges like VVPAT, open 

challenge to hack the EVM, multi- stakeholder involvement of social media companies to 

regulate the Social media during MCC, cVIGIL to involve people also in MCC activities etc. 

 However, there needs to be some positive action from the side of the Government too to 

incorporate changes. 

 Further, full usage of the powers of EC is the need of the hour to ensure MCC is followed in 

true letter and spirit. 

 Technology has been a saviour for ECI over a period of time. Innovative usage of the social 

media and apps like cVIGIL can be leveraged to make elections free and fair. 

Conclusion: 
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EC has transformed itself into an institution which is trusted by Indian people. Its various 

recommendations and moves to keep up with the challenges of the times have strengthened the 

elections process. Its neutrality, efficiency and work ethic are well established now. Robustness of 

our election results, peaceful transition of power and people’s faith in the EC stand testimony to all 

its virtues. It certainly is the dark knight of our democracy. 

Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and 

responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies. 

“The Attorney-General is the principal legal adviser and lawyer of the Government of 

India.” Elaborate.(250 words) 
Indian polity by Laxmikanth 
  
Why this question: 
The question is straightforward from the static portions of the GS paper II from polity section. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must elaborate on the roles and responsibilities of the Attorney-General of India. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
The Constitution under Article 76 has provided for the office of the Attorney-General for India (AGI). 
He is appointed by the President and holds the office during the pleasure of the President. He must be 
a person who is qualified to be appointed as a judge of the Supreme Court. 
Body: 
Discuss the duties and responsibilities of the AG. 
Explain the significance of his constitutional position in the Indian polity.  
Take help of recent situations where he would have represented the GOI. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting significance of the post. 
Introduction:     

The Attorney General is the chief legal adviser of Government of India. Attorney General of India is 

appointed by the President under Article 76 of Indian Constitution. Attorney General is said to be the 

lawyer from the government side. 

 Body: 

Powers and functions of Attorney General of India: 

 As a Chief Legal adviser of the government Attorney General of India has to give the advice 

to the government of India upon such legal matters which assigned to him by the President. 

 As lawyer from the government side Attorney general is required to appear on behalf of the 

government of India in Supreme Court in which the government of India is concerned. 

 He may also be required to appear in any High Court on behalf of the government of India 

which the Government of India is concerned. 
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 In the performance of his duties, the Attorney general of India has right to audience in any 

Court in the territory of India. 

 The Attorney General of India has right to speak and take a part in the proceeding of any 

house of Parliament, without the right to give vote (Article 88). The Attorney General of 

India is entitled to get all the immunities and privileges as a Member of Parliament. 

 Unlike the Attorney General of the United States, the Attorney General for India does not 

have any executive authority. Those functions are performed by the Law Minister of India. 

Also, he is not a government servant and is not debarred from private legal practice. 

 The Attorney General can accept briefs but cannot appear against the Government. He 

cannot defend an accused in the criminal proceedings and accept the directorship of a 

company without the permission of the Government. 

 The Attorney General is assisted by a Solicitor General and four additional Solicitors General. 

The Attorney General is to be consulted only in legal matters of real importance and only 

after the Ministry of Law has been consulted. All references to the Attorney General are 

made by the Law Ministry. 

 He is an advocate of the government and is allowed to take up private practice, provided the 

other party is not the state. 

 Conclusion: 

The Attorney General is the first Law Officer of India. He is the Chief Legal Advisor to the Central 

Government and also acts as a lawyer in the Supreme Court on behalf of it. He also represents to the 

Government of India in any reference made by the President to the Supreme Court under Article 143 

of the Constitution. All references are made to the Attorney General by the Union Ministry of Law 

and Justice. 

What are quasi-judicial bodies? Explain with the help of tangible examples. (250 words) 
 Indian polity by Laxmikanth 
Why this question: 
The question is straightforward from the static portions of the GS paper II from polity section. 
Key demand of the question: 
Highlight the concept of quasi-judicial bodies; elaborate in detail their significance with suitable 
examples. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Briefly define quasi-judicial bodies. 
Body: 
Explain the aspects such as –  
An authority is described as quasi-judicial when it has some attributes of judicial provisions but not 
all.  
It has powers analogous to that of the law imposing bodies but it is not a court.  
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Quasi-judicial bodies have powers of imposing laws on administrative agencies, instead of 
supervising over all types of disputes like courts. Their activity is restricted to the issues that concern 
the particular administrative agency.  
Their powers are usually limited to a particular area of expertise, such as financial markets (SEBI), 
human rights (NHRC), market practices (Competition Commission of India) etc. Their action may be 
appealed to a court of law.  
They act as an alternative justice system to lessen the burden of the courts. 
Quote suitable examples. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     

Quasi-judicial bodies are an entity such as an arbitrator or a tribunal, generally of a Public 

Administrative Agency, which has powers and procedures resembling that of a Court of Law or 

Judge, and which is obliged to objectively determine facts and draw conclusions from them so as to 

provide the basis of an official action. Such actions are able to remedy a situation or to impose legal 

penalties, and may affect the legal rights, duties or privileges of specific parties. 

Body: 

Some examples of Quasi-Judicial Bodies in India are as follows 

 Election Commission of India. 

 National Green Tribunal. 

 Central Information Commission (CIC) 

 Income Tax Appellate Tribunal. 

 Lok Adalat. 

Reasons for Emergence of Quasi-Judicial Bodies in India: 

 As the State grew in size and functions, the burden on its functions, especially those of the 

judicial system increased manifold. Therefore, the need for an alternative judicial system 

arose. 

 The cost factor also played an important role because ordinary judicial procedures can turn 

out to be a costly affair if stretched over a long period of time. 

 The complexity of a plethora of laws called for more technical minds in specific fields. 

 The conventional judiciary is suffering with procedural rigidity, which delays the justice. 

Pros: 

 Low Cost: Tribunals on the other hand, have an overall low cost which encourages people to 

seek redressal for their grievances. 

 Simplicity: Tribunals and other such bodies do not follow any lengthy or complex procedure 

for submitting application or evidence etc. 

 Expert Knowledge: A tribunal comprises of experts, who can easily understand the 

technicalities of a case, the necessary actions involved and their consequences. 
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 Reduction of Workload: Tribunals while taking up specific matters, majorly help by sharing 

the massive workload of the Judiciary. In a country which has 2.81 crore pending cases, it is 

important to take steps to decrease the burden of the Judiciary. 

 Flexibility: since there is little use made of precedent. 

Cons: 

 There is an unfair imbalance between represented and unrepresented parties. It is unfair to 

people who are not represented and cannot get legal aid to come up against a rich 

corporation. Since richer parties are allowed to employ skilled representation they are 

consequently more likely to win.  

 The no-costs rule and lack of legal aid penalize poor litigants, although they do keep costs 

down. 

 The lack of fees encourages poor applicants, although it may also result in ill-founded claims. 

 Tribunals can become complex over time – as did the courts – rules of procedure grow up 

caused by the use of representatives who as a result make representation desirable in 

future. 

 They may lack some of the perceived independence of the judiciary 

 It can still be difficult for the people who go to tribunals to represent themselves because of 

the inherent difficulty in presenting a case in any environment. 

 It undermines the celebrated principle of separation of powers. 

Way forward: 

 It should be manned by plural members rather than single individual 

 They should be appointed by judicious process. 

 Members should be from both the technical background and legal one. 

 SC recommendations: The chairman should be appointed by President from sitting or 

retired judge of a High Court in consultation with CJI or committee headed by CJI. 

 Vice-chairman should be a judge of district court or an advocate who is eligible to become a 

judge of HC. 

 Removal should be more stringent. 

Conclusion: 

Government needs to address this issue by enabling sufficient number of appointments at various 

Quasi-Judicial Bodies. However, as a fool proof appointment mechanism plays a crucial role in 

ensuring quality, the Government is duty bound to provide for the same. Only then can India’s 

Quasi-Judicial Bodies expedite not only the resolution of disputes but also dispensation of justice. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 108 

Discuss the role that National Commission for Women in India is able to play to 

strategize and tackle the problems that women face at both public and private spheres. 

Give reasons in support of your answer.(250 words) 
Indian polity by Laxmikanth 
  
Why this question: 
The question is from the static portions of the GS paper II polity section. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must elaborate on the role played by National Commission for Women in India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief provide for the constitutional provisions related to National Commission for Women in India. 
Body: 
The question is straightforward and one has to discuss the role that National Commission for Women 
in India is able to play to strategize and tackle the problems that women face at both public and 
private spheres. 
Take help of recent examples to aid your answer and conclude with its significant role. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest what more needs to be done. 
Introduction:     

National Commission for Women (NCW), established in 1992, is a statutory body established under 

National Commission for Women Act, 1990. It is apex national level organization of India with the 

mandate of protecting and promoting the interests of women. 

Body: 

Role of NCW in India: 

 Investigate and examine all matters relating to the safeguards provided for women under 

the Constitution and other laws; 

 present to the Central Government, annually and at such other times as the Commission 

may deem fit, reports upon the working of those safeguard; 

 make in such reports recommendations for the effective implementation of those 

safeguards for the improving the conditions of women by the Union or any state; 

 review, from time to time, the exiting provisions of the Constitution and other laws affecting 

women and recommend amendments thereto so as to suggest remedial legislative 

measures to meet any lacunae, inadequacies or shortcomings in such legislations; 

 take up cases of violation of the provisions of the Constitution and of other laws relating to 

women with the appropriate authorities; 

 look into complaints and take suo moto notice of matters relating to: 

o deprivation of women’s rights; 
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o non-implementation of laws enacted to provide protection to women and also to 

achieve the objective of equality and development; 

o non-compliance of policy decisions, guidelines or instructions aimed at mitigating 

hardships and ensuring welfare and providing relief to women, and take up the 

issues arising out of such matters with appropriate authorities; 

 call for special studies or investigations into specific problems or situations arising out of 

discrimination and atrocities against women and identify the constraints so as to 

recommend strategies for their removal; 

 undertake promotional and educational research so as to suggest ways of ensuring due 

representation of women in all spheres and identify factors responsible for impeding their 

advancement, such as, lack of access to housing and basic services, inadequate support 

services and technologies for reducing drudgery and occupational health hazards and for 

increasing their productivity; 

 participate and advice on the planning process of socio-economic development of women; 

 evaluate the progress of the development of women under the Union and any State; 

Challenges faced: 

 NCW can only summon the accused but cannot penalize or punish anyone. 

 NCW’s functions are dependent on the grants offered by the central government. Financial 

assistance provided to the Commission is very less to cater to its needs. 

 NCW’s members are appointed by the government and the commission does not have 

power to select its own members. 

 NCW lacks concrete legislative power. It enjoys power only to recommend amendments and 

submit reports. 

 Often it takes action only of the issues are brought to light. Unreported cases of suppression 

and oppression are generally ignored by the Commission. 

 NCW has no power to take legal actions against the Internal Complaint Committees which 

have lackadaisical attitude towards grievance redressal of women facing harassments at 

workplaces. 

Way forward: 

 The ministry of Women and child welfare wants constitutional status for NCW, which 

currently has no legal powers to summon police officers or witnesses. 

 Functioning of the NCW has to be strengthened and given more powers as part of any effort 

to strengthen the laws for safety of women at the workplace. 

 NCW must be granted the power of selecting its own members. The members should be 

chosen without any prejudice and should have fair knowledge of law and understands the 

society and human behaviour. 
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 More awareness has to be created especially among the rural women about the existence of 

the Commission. The Commission can employ a person at the district level to bring into light 

the atrocities occurring at the district level. 

 Though the NCW is doing good work for the women in India, the commission address the 

above mentioned shortcomings and must increase the awareness by conducting country 

wide campaigns, workshops and consultations. 

“For achieving the desired objectives, it is necessary to ensure that the regulatory 

institutions remain independent and autonomous.” Discuss in the light of the 

experiences in recent past.(250 words) 
 Indian polity by Laxmikanth 
Why this question: 
The question is based on the recent situations that arose around the regulatory institutions with 
respect to their autonomy. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to explain with relevant examples the issues and concerns around the autonomy of the 
regulatory institutions. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Bring out the regulatory institutions that were in news recently with the concerns of autonomy. 
Body: 
Explain why autonomy is needed for clear functioning of such institutions. 
Discuss the concerns involved. 
Suggest solutions as to what can be done to overcome the issue and quote suitable examples. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     

Independent regularity authorities (IRAs) are agencies of modern democratic governments, parts of 

the executive wing with a certain degree of statutory or constitutional autonomy, reporting directly 

to the legislature. Like the general executive, they are accountable to the legislature and subject to 

judicial review. It is established by legislative act in order to set standards in a specific field of 

activity, or operations, in the private sector of the economy and to then implement those standards. 

E.g.: Reserve Bank of India, Securities and Exchange Board of India, Insurance Regulatory and 

Development Authority (IRDA), Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority etc. 

Body: 

While regulators enjoy functional independence, they fall within the broad domain of the executive 

branch of the state, which makes them susceptible to pressure groups and lobbying. Nonetheless, 

majority of the regulators have been successfully performing the tasks entrusted to them- whether it 

is RBI & inflation control, SEBI against financial scamsters, CCI against cartelization or TRAI & 

customer protection. 

However, on the other end of the spectrum, FMC failed to prevent the NSEL scam and MCI president 

was arrested for corruption in granting permission to medical colleges. Hence, much depends on the 
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character and caliber of the personnel serving in an institute, than the statutory powers & autonomy 

of the institute itself. 

Issues with regulatory agencies: 

 Presence of many regulatory bodies causes overlapping of powers. Multiple agencies steer 

the function of local area governance. District development authorities and local governance 

institutions. For instance, 

o Controversy between SEBI and IRDAI over Unit Linked Insurance Policy. 

o Education sector- AICTE and UGC. 

o Disagreement between CERC and CCI over the issue of “abuse of dominance” by 

electricity companies. 

o Environment- Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and NGT. 

 Lack of clarity leads to politicization of institutions. 

 Inefficiency in functioning. Wastage of funds, functions and functionaries. 

 Lack of accountability. 

 Regulatory hurdle choking growth of economy. 

 Recommendations made by Regulatory Authorities are rarely implemented. 

Measures needed: 

 Regulatory Authorities should be given powers to get their judgements implemented so as 

to increase their efficiency. 

 The regulators need to become more dynamic in their functioning. This is possible only if 

they are provided enough autonomy. 

 Parliament by law should clearly define the functions, responsibilities, powers, privileges of 

Regulatory Authorities. 

 Balancing required between ensuring accountability vs autonomy. 

 The regulatory bodies should be kept out of ambit of any political influence 

 As recommended by Justice SriKrishna panel an oversight body to regulate financial sector 

apart from the RBI. 

 Recommendations of Punchhi commission for an independent regulator overseeing all 

regulators. 

Conclusion: 

In the post-1991 India, majority of the regulators have been successfully carrying out the tasks 

entrusted to them, and where they’ve failed- the causes range from corrupt individuals & political 

interference to infrastructural & procedural bottlenecks. To ensure the “minimum government and 

maximum governance” notion of the government a regulatory convergence is required to avoid 
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biases due to jurisdictional overlap. Hence, the need of the hour is to initiate proactive reforms for 

their independence, autonomy and capacity building. 

Discuss how National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) institution has evolved 

over time? Elaborate upon its objectives and responsibilities. (250 words) 
Indian Polity by Lakshmikant 
Why this question: 
The question is straightforward and from the static portions of the GS paper II. From Polity section. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must elaborate upon the objectives and responsibilities of National Commission for Scheduled 
Tribes (NCST) institution while tracing the evolution of the same. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief introduce about NCST. 
Body: 
One must briefly introduce the coming of NCST. 
Explain its origin and its evolution. 
Discuss its objectives in detail and what is it upto. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:   

National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) was established by amending Article 338 and 

inserting a new Article 338A in the Constitution through the Constitution (89th Amendment) Act, 

2003. In order to provide safeguards against the mistreatment of SCs & STs and to promote and 

protect their social, educational, economic and cultural interests, special provisions were made in 

the Constitution. 

Body: 

Evolution of NCST: 

 National Commission for Scheduled Tribes was formed on the 89th Amendment of the 

Constitution coming into force from 19 February 2004, under Article 338A on bifurcation of 

former National Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes to supervise the 

implementation of various safeguards provided to Scheduled Tribes under the Constitution.  

 By this amendment, the erstwhile National Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes was replaced by two separate Commissions specifically: 

 The National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC). 

 The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST). 

 For effective functioning of the office of the Commissioner for SCs & STs in accordance with the 

needs of the time, 17 regional offices of the Commissioner were established in different parts of 

the country, which were regulated by Assistant Commissioners for SCs & STs who were, in July, 

1965 re-designated as Deputy Commissioners.  
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 In June, 1967, the 17 Regional Offices were re-organized into five Zonal Offices and placed under 

the control of a newly formed Directorate General of Backward Classes Welfare in the 

Department of Social Welfare.  

 Each Zonal Offices was headed by a Zonal Director, Backward Classes Welfare (a newly created 

post) and the post of Deputy Commissioner for SCs & STs was re-designated as Deputy Director, 

Backward Classes Welfare and placed under the control of a Zonal Director located at 

Chandigarh (Northern Zone), Bhopal (Central Zone), Patna (Eastern Zone), Baroda (Western 

Zone) and Madras (Southern Zone). 

Functions of NCST: 

 To investigate & monitor matters relating to Safeguards provided for STs under the Constitution 

or under other laws or under Govt. Order, to evaluate the working of such Safeguards. 

 To inquire into specific complaints relating to Rights & Safeguards of STs; 

 To participate and advise in the planning process relating to Socio-economic development of 

STs, and to evaluate the progress of their development under the Union and any State; 

 To submit report to the President annually and at such other times as the Commission may 

deem fit, upon/ working of Safeguards, Measures required for effective implementation of 

Programmers/ Schemes relating to Welfare and Socio-economic development of STs; 

 To discharge such other functions in relation to STs as the President may, subject to the 

provisions of any law made by Parliament, by rule specify; 

 The Commission would also discharge the following other functions in relation to the protection, 

welfare and development & advancement of the Scheduled Tribes, namely 

 Measures that need to be taken over conferring ownership rights in respect of minor 

forest produce to the Scheduled Tribes living in forest areas. 

 Measures to be taken to safeguard rights to the Tribal Communities over mineral 

resources, water resources etc. as per law. 

 Measures to be taken for the development of tribals and to work for move viable 

livelihood strategies. 

 Measures to be taken to improve the efficacy of relief and rehabilitation measures for 

tribal groups displaced by development projects. 

 Measures to be taken to prevent alienation of tribal people from land and to effectively 

rehabilitate such people in whose case alienation has already taken place. 

 Measures to be taken to elicit maximum cooperation and involvement of Tribal 

Communities for protecting forests and undertaking social afforestation. 

 Measures to be taken to ensure full implementation of the Provisions of Panchayats 

(Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 (40 of 1996). 

 Measures to be taken to reduce and ultimately eliminate the practice of shifting 

cultivation by Tribals that lead to their continuous disempowerment and degradation of 

land and the environment 
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Conclusion: 

To summarize, National Commission for scheduled Tribes was set up with the major aim to protect 

the weaker section of society. Commissioner for STs was allocated the duty to examine all matters 

relating to the safeguards for STs in various statutes and to report to the President upon the working 

of these protections. 

The Governor’s meddling with the democratic process is both genuine and on-going. In 

this backdrop, critically examine if the constitutional post of the Governor serves any 

valid purpose. (250 words) 

The hindu 
  
Why this question: 
The actions of the Maharashtra Governor have invited scrutiny with the way the office of the 
Governor worked over the appointment of Chief Minister. The question is amidst the challenging role 
that Governor post has been facing off late in the Indian political setup. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the role of Governor in detail and examine the constitutional aspects of it as to what extent is 
it successful. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Briefly indicate the recent situations witnessed by Governors of the different states in the country. 
Body: 
Explain with recent examples and critically examine if the constitutional post of the Governor serves 
any valid purpose.  
Discuss the constitutional roles and responsibilities. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what should be the way ahead. 
Introduction:   

The office of Governor is a British Indian transplant with a federalistic flavour. The role of office of 

Governor was confined to normal routine ceremonial functions earlier but now enjoys more powers. 

Discretionary powers of Governor in state are much more extensive in comparison to the President 

in centre in India. He/She is not bound to act on the advice of the council of Ministers in certain 

circumstances, even he need not seek its advice. 

Body: 

Issues related to abuse of post of Governor in federal polity: 

 Appointment of Governor: Article 155 says that governor should be appointed (not elected) 

from amongst persons of high status with eminence in public. The elected government at the 

state is not even consulted while making appointment of the Governors. Further successive 

governments have reduced this important constitutional office to a sinecure and resting place 

for loyal and retired / about to retired / about to retire politicians apart from docile bureaucrats. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/gubernatorial-restructuring/article30099616.ece


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 115 

 Appointment and dismissal of the Chief Minister: Governor appoints Chief Minister, other 

ministers, Advocate General, Chairmen and members of the State Public Service Commission in 

the state. After elections in the state, there is a convention to invite the largest party to form 

government in the state. This convention has been flouted many times at the whim of the 

governor. E.g.: the recent episode of Karnataka after 2018 hung assembly elections. 

 Reservation of Bills for Consideration of President: As per Article 200 of the Constitution, the 

governor can reserve certain types of bills passed by the State Legislature for the President’s 

consideration. The President can either give assent to it or ask the governor to send it back for 

the state legislature to reconsider it, along with his comments. The chief intent of this provision 

is for the centre to keep a tab on the legislation in the interest of the nation. However, the 

central government, through the office of the governor, has used this provision to serve partisan 

interests. 

 Misuse of Article 356: Article 356 is the most controversial article of the Constitution. It 

provides for State emergency or President’s rule in State if the President, on receipt of report 

from the Governor of a State or otherwise, is satisfied that a situation has arisen in which the 

Government of the State cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the 

Constitution. The duration of such emergency is six months and it can be extended further. In 

the Constituent Assembly, Ambedkar had made it clear that the Article 356 would be applied as 

a last resort. He also hoped that” such articles will never be called into operation and that they 

would remain a dead letter.”  

 Removal of the Governor: Article 156 says that the governor will hold office during the pleasure 

of the President for five years. President works on aid and advice of the Council of Ministers 

under Article 74. In effect it is the central government that appoints and removes the Governors. 

The governor has no security of tenure and no fixed term of office. E.g.: The mass changing of 

the governors of state whenever a new government comes to power at Centre. 

Major recommendations to improve Governor’s office in federal polity of India: 

Supreme Court rulings: 

 On Appointment of CM during hung assembly: 

 Recent Karnataka case, 2018: SC observed that Governor’s discretion cannot be arbitrary or 

fanciful. 

 On President’s rule: 

 SR Bommai vs. Union of India, 1994: The case was about the limits to the Governor’s 

powers in dismissing a state government under Article 356 of the Constitution. The floor of 

the Assembly is the only forum that should test the majority of the government of the day, 

and not the subjective opinion of the Governor. 

 Rameshwar Prasad Case, 2006: Supreme Court was called upon to pronounce its verdict on 

the validity of the proclamation of President’s Rule and the dissolution of the Assembly in 

Bihar in 2005. The SC held that the Governor could not decide based on his subjective 

assessments. 

 On removal of Governor: 
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 BP Singhal vs Union of India: The Supreme Court ruled that even though the President 

could dismiss a Governor without having to provide reasons for doing so, this power could 

not be exercised in an “arbitrary, capricious or unreasonable manner” 

Sarkaria Commission Report (1988) 

 On appointment of Governor: 

 Governor should be an eminent person and not belong to the state where he is to be 

posted. 

 State chief minister should have a say in the appointment of governor 

 Governor should be a detached figure without intense political links or should not have 

taken part in politics in recent past. 

 Governor should not be a member of the ruling party. 

 On Removal of Governor 

 Governors must not be removed before completion of their five-year tenure, except in rare 

and compelling circumstances 

 On appointment of Chief Minister during a hung assembly: 

 Leader of the majority party or parties, 

 Should seek the vote of confidence in the assembly within 30 days of his appointment as 

the CM. 

 As long as the council of ministry possess a majority in the assembly the governor cannot 

use his discretionary powers. 

Venkatachaliah Commission (2002): 

 On Appointment of Governor: 

o Governor’s appointment should be entrusted to a committee comprising the prime 

minister, the home minister, the speaker of the Lok Sabha and the chief minister of the 

concerned state. 

 On removal of Governor 

o If governor to be removed before completion of term, the central government should do 

so only after consultation with the Chief Minister. 

Punchhi Commission (2010) 

 The phrase “during the pleasure of the President” should be deleted from the Constitution 

 Governor should be removed only by a resolution of the state legislature. 

 It recommended the localizing of emergency provisions under Articles 355 and 356 of the 

Constitution. According to it, President’s rule should be imposed in those parts of the state 

where there is constitutional breakdown of machinery — rather than the whole state. This will 
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go a long way in preventing the dismissal of state governments on petty and manufactured 

grounds of lawlessness 

Way forward:  

 The recommendations of the Sarkaria Commission and the Punchhi Commission report need to 

be examined closely to make proper amendments to the functions of the post of governor. 

 The Supreme Court Judgement (BP Singhal case) which curtailed the power of the Centre to 

dismiss state governments arbitrarily is commendable. Further the removal of governor from 

office must entail impeachment proceedings in the state assembly. 

 Governor’s office should be apolitical. There should be a panel involving the opposition, ruling 

party, civil society and the judiciary in the selection process of Governor. Governor should be 

appointed only after consultation with the CM of the state where he/she will work 

 Discretionary powers should be curtailed. There should be proper guidelines on the 

appointment of CM. 

According to ex-PM Manmohan Singh, Governor’s office should facilitate in maintaining internal 

security, ensure communal harmony and welfare of SCs and STs and rise above partisan politics 

while discharging Constitutional obligations. 

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

In the context of the stated aim of doubling farmer’s income, discuss the challenges 

involved in realizing the same and also suggest suitable measures required to overcome 

them. (250 words) 

Timesofindia 
Why this question: 
The question is straightforward and is based on the concept of doubling farmer’s income. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to discuss the challenges involved in augmenting the methods to help farmers double their 
income and measures required to be taken. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief explain what you understand by doubling farmer’s income.  
Body: 
Explain what are the possible sources of doubling farmer’s income – increasing agricultural 
productivity, improvement in total factor productivity, crop diversification etc. 
Discuss what measures and strategies are to be focused to achieve the set goal. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     
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Government presented the vision of doubling farmer incomes by 2022-23 however there was no 

assessment of the base (2015-16) aggregate income levels. Germany has told India it can play key 

role in doubling farmers’ income as the European nation has the expertise in in farm mechanisation 

and post-harvest management 

Body: 

Challenges involved in realizing the aim of doubling farmer’s income:  

 High Input costs: 

o Land degradation has become a major challenge and cost of farming is constantly 

rising with usage of fertilizer, pesticides, expensive seed varieties, machinery, labour 

cost, rise in fuel prices, vagaries of monsoon. This further complicates the livelihood 

of farmers 

o In India, farmers are poor due to low productivity (yield per hectare) of all major 

crops. 

o Growth in rural lending has decreased and indeed most of the rural lending is 

indirect rather than direct. 

 Farmers income remained low: 

o India had record food production in 2017-18, but farmers’ income remained low and 

stagnant. 

o According to Ashok Dalwai committee, farmer’s income remained about 15-40% of 

consumer’s price. 

o Studies conducted by the International Food Policy Research Institute and World 

Bank have confirmed this. 

 Government Policies: 

o India has excessively dependent on MSP to drive crop planning by farmers. MSP is 

restricted only to few crops. 

o In good harvest years, neither are MSP increased to ensure a floor price that covers 

costs and offers a remunerative return, nor is enough procured to ensure that even 

the MSP offered serves as a floor for market prices. 

o The government continues to use old draconian measures, including stocking 

restrictions and bans on exports and futures trading, to even small increase in food 

prices. Such steps may bring temporary relief to consumers, but end up hurting 

farmers. 

o Fiscal conservatism has adversely affected public investment in irrigation, drainage 

and flood control. 

o Liberalised imports of agricultural commodities including foodgrains and cotton have 

dampened domestic prices 

 Middlemen troubles: 
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o As pointed out by Ramesh Chand, in Punjab, there are as many as 22,000 

commission agents and innumerable middlemen in each market. 

o According to Ashok Gulati, former chairman of the Commission for Agricultural Costs 

and Prices, commission agents in Delhi charge exorbitant fees ranging from 6 per 

cent to 15 per cent. 

 Rigid Market Structure: 

o Prevalence of APMC markers, trader cartels due to which low price for agri produce 

is offered specially due to bumper crop production. 

 Poor Infrastructure and Logistics: 

o Lack of diffusion of adequate storage facilities lead to wastage. For instance, farmers 

dump truckloads of vegetables on road. 

o Food Parks projects concentrated near to cities and poor maintenance leads to 

spoilage of the crops. 

o Cold storage units exist in less than one-tenth of the markets and grading facilities in 

less than one-third; electronic weigh-bridges are available only in a few markets. 

 Aggressive cultivation led to plunge in demand: 

o Once prices have increased farmers cultivated the crop aggressively leading to 

plunging of prices. 

o Two years ago, garlic fetched an average Rs 60 per kg rate in Rajasthan’s Kota 

mandi. Enthused by it, farmers in the Hadoti region planted more area, only to see 

prices halve last May. 

o Similar was the case for other vegetables. Example: Tomato, Toor Dal etc. 

 Pro-Consumer bias: 

o In most years, for the majority of agri-products, the policymakers used restrictive 

export policies to keep domestic prices low. This showed the pro-consumer bias in 

the policy complex. 

 Information Asymmetry: 

o A bumper crop can pull down prices in wholesale markets. Price spikes after a poor 

crop are inevitably dealt with through cheap imports in a bid to protect consumers. 

The opposite is done less frequently. This is due to lack of information. 

o The bountiful rains of 2016 resulted in record farm output. Prices crashed. Farmers 

are reported to have not been able to even recover the cost for some crops. 

o The prospects of a good monsoon pushed up rural wages. The reality of rock bottom 

prices then destroyed profit margins. 

Government has set up many committees like Swaminathan committee and the recent Ashok 

Dalwai committee to give solutions to agrarian distress in India. The measures that can help 

agrarian distress in the country are as follows: 
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 Credit, finance and Insurance: 

o Raising the MSP, price deficiency payments or income support schemes can only be 

a partial solution to the problem of providing remunerative returns to farmers. 

o A functional institutional credit system which is accessible and accountable to all 

cultivators. 

o This covers not only land-owning farmers but also sharecroppers, tenants, adivasi 

and women farmers, and animal-rearers. 

o Credit products for agriculture need to be tailor-made based on cropping and rain 

cycle, specific to a particular region. The regional offices of commercial banks should 

contribute in this exercise. Registration of all cultivators and providing Kisan credit 

cards. 

o The period of crop loan should be extendable to four years, given that, on average, 

every second or third year the spatial distribution of rain pattern is erratic in India. 

 Land holdings: 

 The average size of farm holdings declined from 2.3 hectares in 1970-71 to 1.08 hectares in 

2015-16. 

 Policies for land consolidation along with land development activities in order to tackle the 

challenge of the low average size of holdings. 

 Farmers can voluntarily come together and pool land to gain the benefits of size. Through 

consolidation, farmers can reap the economies of scale both in input procurement and 

output marketing. 

 Input Costs: 

o It is more important to make agriculture sustainable by reducing input costs of 

seeds, fertilizers and other inputs. 

o Investment in infrastructure and research and development are needed. 

o There is a need for collaboration of industry-academia for coming out with cost-

effective solutions to agrarian distress. 

o There is a need to make a shift from rice and wheat-centric policies to millets, 

pulses, fruits, vegetables, livestock and fish. 

 Remunerative Prices: 

o Extending reach of minimum support price which has been dedicated to few crops 

and in a narrow geographical area is important. 

o Set up of Futures and Trade markets, tie up of farmer and private companies for 

procurement should be looked into as alternative methods against distress sale. 

 Agro- Produce Marketing and Processing: 

o The creation of a competitive, stable and unified national market is needed for 

farmers to get better prices. 
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o For better price for farmers, agriculture has to go beyond farming and develop a 

value chain comprising farming, wholesaling, warehousing, logistics, processing 

and retailing. 

o The agro-processing industry and warehousing needs to expand so that agricultural 

produce can be stored when prices plunge. 

o Promoting viable farmer collectives to act as a “collective voice of marginal and 

small farmers”. 

o Legislations on the basis of NITI Aayog’s new model law — Agricultural Produce and 

Livestock Marketing (Promotion and Facilitating) Act (APLM) should be enacted in 

all states. 

o A sustainable solution is market reforms to enable better price discovery combined 

with long-term trade policies favourable to exports. 

 Technology: 

o Use water-use efficient technologies that can improve significantly the produce like 

drip irrigation and sprinkler irrigation. 

o Precision agriculture, GM Crops should be encouraged drought prone areas. 

o Space technology and Mobiles should act as “Eyes and Ears” of the farmers to assist 

in farming. 

 Distress Management: 

o Establish farmers’ distress and disaster relief commissions at the national and State 

levels, based on the model of Kerala Farmers’ Debt Relief Commission. 

Conclusion: 

To achieve government’s goal of doubling farmers’ incomes by 2022-23, the Dalwai 

Committee points out that farmers real incomes need to grow at 10.4 per annum, that is 2.8 times 

the growth rate achieved historically. To secure future of agriculture and to improve livelihood of 

half of India’s population, adequate attention needs to be given to improve the welfare of farmers 

and raise agricultural income. It is essential to mobilize States and UTs to own and achieve the goal 

of doubling farmers’ income with active focus on capacity building (technology adoption and 

awareness) of farmers that will be the catalyst to boost farmers’ income. 

The internationalisation of the Kashmir issue points to troubling diversions from India’s 

traditional foreign policy. Critically analyse.(250 words) 

The hindu 
Why this question: 
In the weeks following the government’s decision to amend Article 370 and divide Jammu and 
Kashmir into two separate Union Territories, the government sent out a number of diplomatic 
missions worldwide to try and contain the international fallout of the move.  
Key demand of the question: 
The question aims to analyse the Kashmir issue and the factors of internationalization amidst 
changing trends of foreign policy being witnessed to address the issue. 
Directive: 
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Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In first explain the issue and involvement of other countries in addressing the issue of Kashmir. 
Body: 
Explain what has been our stand on the Kashmir issue. 
Discuss the role being played by China, US and other neighboring countries. 
Comment on the points of Diversion from India’s traditional foreign policy. 
Elucidate upon the possible spillover effect it can have. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the biggest worry pertains not so much to the change in traditional policy as it does to 
lasting or permanent damage to “Brand India” as a democratic and pluralistic country, respected for 
decades as a rational power. 
Introduction:     

The government recently amended Article 370 and divided Jammu and Kashmir into two separate 

Union Territories. With rise in the concerns worldwide, the government sent out a number of 

diplomatic missions worldwide to try and contain the international fallout of the move. 

Body: 

Stand on the Kashmir issue by Indian Government: 

 External Affairs Minister travelled to China, Europe and the United States where he 

addressed a record “7 think tanks in 7 days” and met a number of officials and lawmakers 

during an extended stay. 

 National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and Petroleum Minister went to the West Asian 

countries: the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Saudi Arabia and Qatar. 

 Prime Minister personally spoke to U.S. President Donald Trump and other leaders to 

explain his move. 

 On a visit to Switzerland, even President found that the “situation in Kashmir” had been put 

on the agenda by his hosts. 

 Foreign Secretary marshalled diplomats at all Indian missions worldwide and cancelled a 

planned Heads of Missions meet in India to ensure that each embassy was able to fully 

disseminate the talking points sent out by South Block. 

Perception of the Kashmir issue by other nations and bodies: 

 The UN Security Council held a “closed meeting” on the issue at China’s request — the first 

time Kashmir was formally on the agenda in 50 years — but to India’s relief, the meeting 

resulted in no public statement. 

 The European Parliament too met and debated the situation in Kashmir, which it had last 

referred to more than a decade ago, but did not push for a resolution. 

 After a visit to Srinagar, 23 right-wing Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) 

appeared to endorse India’s actions. 
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 German Chancellor Merkel’s characterisation of the situation of Kashmiris being 

“unsustainable”, during her Delhi trip on Friday will be more worrying for the government. 

 At the UN Human Rights Council, Pakistan was unable to secure the numbers to bring a 

resolution to the table. 

 At the UN General Assembly in September, only three countries other than Pakistan, 

referred to the post-370 fallout in J&K: China, Malaysia and Turkey. 

 A scathing statement by the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) contact group on the 

government’s actions in Kashmir has been blunted by the Prime Minister’s visit to Riyadh. 

 In the U.S., Mr. Modi scored a big public relations win when he spoke of the 370-move at a 

Houston stadium with Mr. Trump in the audience. 

Diversion from India’s traditional foreign policy: 

 The issue of Kashmir has been “internationalised” in a manner not seen in decades, at least 

since the early 1990s when violence in the State was at a peak. 

 Hyphenation with Pakistan: A tenet that New Delhi has always sought to avoid. Under this 

policy, India managed to separate its policies in J&K from its relationship with Pakistan and 

dealing with terror emanating from there. 

 India’s traditional rejection of “mediation by third parties”: In February, Mr. Trump claimed 

success in mediating the release of Indian Air Force pilot Abhinandan Varthaman. 

 Trump’s effort with repeated mentions of wanting to mediate on Kashmir between India and 

Pakistan, including in September during his bilateral media interaction with Mr. Modi. 

 Others including everyone from the UAE and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, to Norway, Russia 

and China have made similar offers. 

Possible spill-over effects: 

 Most of that criticism is over the treatment of citizens in J&K, the prolonged detention of 

mainstream Kashmiri leaders, the communications shutdown, and the lack of access to 

independent observers. 

 New Delhi still faces the risk of a U.S. Congress resolution after the subcommittee on Human 

Rights in South Asia hearing last month, and critical language on Kashmir detentions and the 

lockdown introduced into the Senate Appropriations bill. 

 In the U.S., for example, concerns over the government’s actions post-370 are now often 

clubbed with questions about a changing nuclear stance (No First Use, or NFU, 

amendments), and the repeated threat from Cabinet ministers that India will seek to “take 

back” Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK) by military means if necessary. 

 Those concerns are bleeding into other issues like the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in 

Assam as well, which both the U.S. Congress and the UN discussed in tandem with Kashmir 

this past month. 

Way forward: 
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 India needs to control the international messaging over Kashmir with more tactical 

diplomacy. 

 it is necessary for the government to carefully consider the larger impact on Indian foreign 

policy that has resulted from its actions leading up to, and subsequent to the amendment of 

Article 370 of the Constitution 

Discuss the possible effect that Naga peace process would have on the neighboring 

States. Also, comment on the role played by the NSCN-IM in resolving the issue.(250 

words) 

The hindu 
Why this question: 
The Naga peace process appears to have hit a roadblock after 22 years of negotiations. The Centre’s 
push for a solution to the issue by October this year and the non-flexibility of the Isak-Muivah faction 
of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN-IM) on the “Naga national flag” and “Naga 
Yezhabo (constitution)” are said to be the primary reasons.  
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the Naga peace process and the possible effect it will have on neighboring States. Comment 
on the role played by the NSCN-IM in resolving the issue. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief explain what has triggered the current situation in the Peace process.  
Body: 
Bring out the history of Naga issue. 
Explain in detail the Framework Agreement – An agreement on the political parameters of the 
settlement was worked out with the working committee of these groups, clubbed the Naga National 
Political Groups (NNPGs), on November 17, 2017. This agreement ostensibly made the peace process 
inclusive but it bred suspicion about the central government exploiting divisions within the Nagas on 
tribal and geopolitical lines. 
Discuss the effect on Neighbors. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     

The NSCN (IM), the largest Naga group, is unwilling to sign an accord with the Centre without a 

separate Naga flag and constitution. Naga peace accord was signed in August 2015 by the 

Government of India and the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) to end the insurgency. 

The framework agreement is based on the “unique” history of Nagas and recognising the universal 

principle that in a democracy sovereignty lies with the people. 

Body: 
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Role of NSCN-IM: 

 In August 2015, after two decades of the Naga separatist movement, the Centre signed a 

framework agreement with the NSCN (I-M) in the presence of Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi. 

 The agreement paved the way for the ongoing peace talks by derecognising the outfit as a 

militant organisation. 

 What followed was nearly 80 rounds of talks with between the two parties, which assured 

the Nagas about the seriousness of the central government to settle the dispute. 

 The Centre clubbed various divisions among the Nagas on tribal and geopolitical lines into 

the Naga National Political Groups (NNPGs) to smoothen the talks. 

 On agenda for discussion are issues on AFSPA, demographic changes due to cross-border 

migrations, a separate Naga flag and constitution, etc. 

 The Khaplang faction died down in its political significance with the death of its leader SS 

Khaplang in 2017. 

 Isak Chishi Swu from the NSCN (I-M) also passed away in 2016, making Muivah the most 

senior Naga rebel leader. 

 However, this wasn’t the first attempt at total ceasefire and peace in the hill state. 
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 Earlier, in 1997, following multiple rounds of talks, the NSCN (I-M) had signed a ceasefire 

agreement with the Centre. 

 The group had assured that there would be no insurgent offensive against the army, while 

the Centre agreed not to launch counter-insurgency operations against rebels. 

Possible effect that Naga peace process would have on the neighbouring States: 

 While the Naga rebel outfits have successfully been able to get the Centre to the table for 

talks, neighbouring states are wary of the impact of the peace talks. 

 This makes the Naga issue a tricky space for a lasting solution. 

 Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur are sceptical about the demand for creation of 

Greater Nagalim because it could lead to the redrawing of their boundaries. 

 The final outcome may affect the states in terms of trade and commerce, as well as cultural 

and ethnic unity. 

 In a petition, Manipur has voiced protest against the dilution of the state’s territorial 

integrity. 

 Similarly, Arunachal Pradesh has also raised similar concerns, with the All Arunachal Pradesh 

Students’ Union (AAPSU) demanding that the Pema Khandu government in the state should 

take a stand on the matter. 

Way forward: 

 The history of Indo-Naga conflict shows that various past agreements have broken down due 

to different interpretations of the provisions by the parties at their convenience. 

 Failure of government to address the issue holistically will result in new revolutionary Naga 

movement which will be much dangerous due to globalisation, greater availability of 

resources for sustaining any rebellion, and greater scope for international intervention in 

case of a violent struggle. 

 A greater understanding of the issue, especially the tribal factor and changing aspirations of 

the civil society, needs to be developed in order to bring an acceptable and comprehensive 

solution to the Naga problem. 

 One way of dealing with the issue can be maximum decentralisation of powers to the tribal 

heads and minimum centralisation at the apex level, which should mainly work towards 

facilitating governance and undertaking large development projects. 

 For any peace framework to be effective, it should not threaten the present territorial 

boundaries of the states of Assam, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh. As it will not be 

acceptable to these states. 

 Greater autonomy for the Naga inhabited areas in these states can be provided which would 

encompass separate budget allocations for the Naga inhabited areas with regard to their 

culture and development issues. 

 A new body should be constituted that would look after the rights of the Nagas in the other 

north-eastern states besides Nagaland. 
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 Any final resolution package must also have the consent of the NSCN (K) as well. Only then 

will the Naga inhabited areas in Northeast India witness real peace after decades of violence. 

 A non-territorial resolution for one of the oldest armed ethnic conflicts in the Northeast will 

offer a way forward to resolving many other ethnic conflicts such as those involving the 

Kukis, Meiteis, Bodos, Dimasas, Hmars, and Karbis. 

 Any arrangement thus worked out should lead to social and political harmony, economic 

prosperity and protection of the life and property of all tribes and citizens of the states. 

Compared to other BRICS nations, India today has the lowest deposit insurance cover to 

per capita income ratio, at 0.9 times.Discuss the significance of deposit insurance 

coverage of bank accounts and also, comment on the lacunae in the current deposit 

insurance cover provided by the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation 

(DICGC) and suggest suitable cure. (250 words) 
The hindu 
Why this question: 
With the Non-Performing Assets (NPA) situation not improving in most banks, the advent of another 
major crisis brought into focus, once again, the deposit insurance cover provided by the Deposit 
Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC), a subsidiary of the RBI. 
 Key demand of the question: 
One has to bring in a detailed analysis of how the Punjab and Maharashtra Co-operative (PMC) Bank 
crisis and subsequent RBI restrictions on withdrawal have brought the focus on the need for deposit 
insurance coverage. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief discuss that compared to other BRICS nations, India today has the lowest deposit insurance 
cover to per capita income ratio, at 0.9 times. 
Body: 
Explain first what the issue is. 
Discuss the concerns associated; An SBI report states that 93% of the premium collected by the DICGC 
in 2018-19 came from commercial banks (public sector: 75%, private sector: 18%), but over 94% of 
the claims settled (ever since the inception of the DICGC) have been those of cooperative banks. 
Clearly, poor governance in cooperative banks has been cross-subsidized by the better-performing 
commercial banks. 
Suggest what needs to be done. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that necessary steps in expanding and rectifying the deposit insurance scheme as a safety 
net of the financial system is the need of the hour. 
Introduction:     

Deposit insurance is a measure to protect bank depositors, in full or in part, from losses caused by a 

bank’s inability to pay its debts when due. The Centre has set up Deposit Insurance and Credit 

Guarantee Corporation under RBI to protect depositors if a bank fails. 
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The deposit insurance scheme is mandatory for all banks and no bank can voluntarily withdraw from 

it. Compared to other BRICS nations, India today has the lowest deposit insurance cover to per 

capita income ratio. 

The RBI recently capped withdrawals from the Punjab and Maharashtra Cooperative (PMC) Bank at 

Rs. 1,000. In this context, here is an overview at the nature of deposit insurance in India and the 

working of Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC). 

Body: 

Significance of deposit insurance coverage: 

 Protecting the deposits made by people in banks is very important to ensure confidence in 

the banking system. 

 The recent incident of HDIL’s inability to repay its debt to PMC bank could lead to shutting 

down of the lender. This has placed thousands of depositors’ money at risk. 

 Denying people the right over their hard-earned money is a fatal hazard for the financial 

system, which runs on the trust of depositors. 

 When the bank fails, the depositors will get back their money. Insurance to deposits will be 

provided up to a limit. For getting the deposit insurance protection, the depositors should 

pay an insurance premium. 

 DICGC in India covers depositors of all commercial banks and foreign banks operating in 

India, state, central and urban co-operative banks, local area banks and regional rural banks 

provided the bank with which the deposit is made has bought the cover from DICGC. 

Lacunae in the deposit insurance coverage: 

 Low Insurance limit: Most people agree that the insurance limit of Rs.1 lakh, set in 1993, 

needs to be raised to a higher amount. 

 Coverage: Customers who want more coverage than the statutory cover on their deposits 

should be able to purchase it by paying additional premium. 

 NBFCs: The lack of DICGC coverage for deposits at NBFCs, a few of which are regulated by 

RBI and primary cooperative societies is one such aspect. 

 Withdrawal: Another deficiency in the current DICGC cover is that the Rs.1 lakh insurance 

amount only needs to be released if there is a bankrupt. 

 Without liquidation of the bank, no liability accrues on the insurance company to pay such a 

claim. The flaw in this scheme is obvious as the ‘freezes’ in withdrawal directed by the RBI 

essentially cut the depositor’s access to his/her money. 

 Premium: Currently the DICGC charges a flat 0.1% insurance premium on the deposits of 

banks. 

 Cross-subsidization: An SBI report states that 93% of the premium collected by the DICGC in 

2018-19 came from commercial banks (public sector: 75%, private sector: 18%). But, over 

94% of the claims settled (ever since the inception of the DICGC) have been those of 
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cooperative banks. Clearly, poor governance in cooperative banks has been cross-subsidised 

by the better-performing commercial banks. 

 Measures needed: 

 Suggestions are being made to raise insurance limit to Rs. 15 lakh, which will cover 90% of 

the accounts completely. 

 Coverage option should be extended directly to banks that wish to increase the coverage of 

deposits to above the statutory requirements. 

 As suggested by an RBI panel in 2015, insurance premium should be based on differential 

risk based on the lending practices of the bank, among other things. 

 Another possibility to be analysed is that of bringing private sector insurers and re-insurers 

into the deposit insurance segment. This could drive down the premium prices. 

 Hence, during such periods (freezes), at least the statutory amount should be released. This 

will go a long way in preventing bank runs, which could be triggered when customers get 

alarmed about the ability of banks to repay their deposits. 

 DICGC must draw inspiration from standard insurance practices. It should charge higher 

premiums from banks with a past history of higher claims. This will also provide a level-

playing field for PSBs which are often disadvantaged due to tight government control and 

inflexibility. 

 This revision in DICGC coverage becomes all the more desirable in the Indian context, where 

senior citizens /retired people have no social security in place and mostly keep fixed deposits 

for earning interest income. 

 Apart from this, it is also suggested that depositors should get an incentive to spare a part of 

their total deposits to buy Bank Bonds that provide guaranteed coupon rates on a half yearly 

basis and are tax free. 

Conclusion: 

Given all these, the government must take purposeful steps in expanding and rectifying the deposit 

insurance scheme as a safety net of the financial system. 

Are the Indian states proficient enough to make laws on National Security? Remark. 

Also, deliberate upon the debatable provisions of the Gujarat Control of Terrorism and 

Organised Crime (GCTOC) Bill that may render the legislation vulnerable to legal 

challenges. (250 words) 
Indianexpress 
Why this question: 
President Ram Nath Kovind has given his assent to the ‘Gujarat Control of Terrorism and Organized 
Crime (GCTOC) Bill’, controversial anti-terror legislation passed in March 2015. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must deliberate upon the debatable provisions of the Gujarat Control of Terrorism and 
Organised Crime (GCTOC) Bill and discuss in what way it may lead to legal challenges in the coming 
future. One has to highlight and analyse if the Indian states are ready to make laws on National 
security. 
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Directive: 
Comment 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief narrate the background of the coming of the bill for the presidential assent. 
Body: 
Explain what the bill is about – It is an anti-terrorism law modeled on laws such the Maharashtra 
Control of Organized Crime Act.  
Discuss the key features of the bill. 
Then move to bring out the controversial provisions of the Bill, say for example the feature of 
interception of oral, wire or electronic conversations and their admissibility as evidence in a court of 
law. 
Explain the challenges and concerns involved. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with what should be the way ahead. 
Introduction:     

The President of India gave his assent to the GCTOC Bill, which was considered as controversial anti-

terror legislation passed by the Gujarat State in March 2015. The Bill, earlier named as the Gujarat 

Control of Organised Crime Bill, failed to get the presidential nod thrice since 2004 when Narendra 

Modi was the Chief Minister of the State. 

Body: 

Proficiency of states to make laws on National Security: 

 The Gujarat anti-terror law is not the only one that did not or has not got the President’s 

assent. 

 A Bill by Madhya Pradesh is yet to get approval. 

 The Karnataka Control of Organised Crime Bill, now a law, was not granted approval for 

amendments in 2009. 

 After the Andhra Pradesh Control of Organised Crime Act (APCOCA) lapsed, the state 

government sought to reintroduce the law in 2006 but it did not get the President’s assent. 

 Among state laws that did get Presidential assent, the Maharashtra Control of Organised 

Crime Act (MCOCA) was the first. 

 Enacted in 1999, it was extended to the National Capital Territory in 2002 by the Home 

Ministry. Then came Karnataka’s Bill, passed in 2000. 

 In 2006, the Chhattisgarh Vishesh Jan Suraksha Adhiniyam (Special Public Security Act), 2005 

received the President’s assent. 

Provisions of the Gujarat Control of Terrorism and Organised Crime (GCTOC) Bill: 

 Under this Act, confessions before the police are admissible as evidence and the 

investigation period or the period of filing an FIR has been extended from 90 to 180 days. 

 The new law defines a terrorist act as “an act committed with the intention to disturb law 

and order or public order or threaten the unity, integrity and security of the state”, apart 

from economic offences. 
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 Economic offences include ponzi schemes, extortion, land grabbing, contract killings, cyber-

crimes, human trafficking, multi-level marketing schemes and organised betting. 

 The intercepted telephonic conversations would now be considered legitimate evidence 

 Creation of a special court as well as the appointment of special public prosecutors. 

 The bill provides for attachment of properties acquired through organised crimes. It also 

empowers authorities to cancel transfer of properties. 

 Other provisions of the Act is the admissibility of confession made before a police officer as 

evidence. 

Previous incidents of rejection of the law: 

 After it was passed for the first time, the Bill was returned in 2004 by President Kalam who 

objected to provisions relating to the interception of communication. 

 In 2008, President Patil returned it over provisions on confessions made to a police officer. 

 After this, when some changes were made to the Bill and it became GCTOC in 2015, 

President Mukherjee did not give his assent seeking some clarifications on the provisions. 

Positives of the act: 

 Gujarat shares a border with Pakistan, and hence, such legislation is required for better 

safety and security, especially in a coastal and border state. 

 It will give sufficient power to police officials and enhance the security of the state. 

 It will also help control cybercrime and narco-terrorism fuelled by terrorist outfits from 

across the border. 

Controversial provisions in the act: 

 The Bill provides for admissibility of evidence collected through interception of mobile calls 

of an accused or through confessions made before an investigating officer, in a court of law. 

It is violative of the Right to Privacy (Article 21). 

 Clause 16, which makes confessions before police officers admissible in court. This is 

violative of the fundamental rights of an accused (Article 20). 

 The bill empowers police to tap telephonic conversations and submit them in court as 

evidence. 

 It extends period of probe from stipulated 90 days to 180 days before filing of charge sheet. 

 The legislation makes offences under the Gujarat Control of Terrorism and Organised Crime 

Act, 2015, non-bailable. 

 The Bill provides immunity to the State government from legal action. 

Conclusion: 

                It is rued that The Gujarat Control of Terrorism and Organised Crime (GCTOC) Bill 2015 

carries disturbing echoes of draconian anti-terror laws such as the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities 
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(Prevention) Act (TADA) and the Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA). Given the strong provisions of 

the act, it must be seen to that the fundamental rights of the citizens is not violated. 

How big a challenge is sustaining India’s open-defecation free status? Discuss the 

efforts of the government in this direction and the significance of multi-stakeholder 

approach for achieving a sustainable target.(250 words) 
Reference 

Introduction:     

Mahatma Gandhi dreamt of an India where no one had to suffer the indignity of open defecation. 

There cannot be a better tribute to him than the transformation of the country, in the last five years, 

from being the highest contributor to global open defecation to torch-bearer for global sanitation. In 

the last five years, India has triggered a sanitation revolution. 

Body: 

Government efforts: 

 The major finding of this analysis was that all these health indicators improved significantly 

in both groups after the implementation of SBM. (ES-2019) 

 Five hundred and eighty-four districts, 5,840 blocks, 244,687 gram panchayats and 541,433 

villages are open defecation free (ODF). 

 Towards the end of 2017, an independent verification agency (IVA) conducted the National 

Annual Rural Sanitation Survey (NARSS), and found that 93.4 per cent people who had 

toilets, used them regularly. NARSS also re- confirmed the ODF status of 95.6 per cent of the 

villages that had been verified ODF by the state governments. 

 SBM had resulted in the improvement of key primary health indicators–diarrhoea deaths 

among children less than five years had reduced significantly in the past four years. (ES-

2019) 

 Around 2% of rural India has got individual household latrines (IHHL) coverage in the last 

four years under SBM, which has had significant impact on health. For example, an 

estimated 140,000 deaths were reported due to diarrhoeal diseases in 2014. This has 

declined to about 50,000 deaths in 2017-2018. While diarrhoea accounted for 11% deaths of 

children under five in 2013, an independent survey claims it is around 8.6% now. (ES-2019) 

 Districts with low IHHL coverage suffered more from diarrhoea, malaria, still births and low 

birth weight, when compared to districts with high IHHL coverage—indicating that lack of 

sanitation and hygiene are the primary reasons for these health problems. (ES-2019) 

 Over the last four years, a cadre of 500,000 Swachhagrahis has been created who have 

triggered lakhs of villages to become ODF. 

 The foot-soldiers have helped in geo-tagging toilets, verifying household behaviour, 

converting old toilets and retro-fitting them, engaging in other forms of cleanliness. 

 Bal Swachhata mission that was launched to inculcate cleanliness values and personal 

hygiene amongst children. 
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Significance of multi-stakeholder approach: 

 Community participation: Ensuring appropriate participation of the 

beneficiary/communities, financially or otherwise, in the setting up of the toilets to promote 

ownership and sustained use. 

 Flexibility in Choice: SBM offers flexibility by building in a menu of options so that the 

poor/disadvantaged families can subsequently upgrade their toilets depending upon their 

requirements and their financial position. 

 Capacity Building: SBM augments the institutional capacity of district to change behaviour at 

the grassroots level and strengthen the capacities of implementing agencies so that the 

programme could be rolled in a time-bound manner and collective outcomes could be 

measured. 

 Instil Behavior change: Incentivizing the performance of State-level institutions to 

implement activities for behavioural change among communities. 

 Broad-based Engagement: SBM set up the Swachh Bharat Kosh to encourage Corporate 

Social Responsibility and accept contributions from private organizations, individuals and 

philanthropists. 

 Use of Technology: Information technology and social media is imperative to this program 

as it allows citizens to keep a check on the availability of toilets for every rural household in 

India. 

 Nearly 95 per cent of all SBM toilets have already been geo-tagged. Many mobile 

applications have been launched by not only the government but also by few citizens, which 

direct the municipal corporations’ attention towards unclear areas. 

 Under SBM, an incentive of Rs 12,000 is provided for construction of individual Household 

Latrines (IHHL) to eligible beneficiaries in rural areas and covers for provision of water 

storage. 

Challenges in sustaining the revolution: 

 Purity and pollution: 

o The key reason for this is that basic latrines that need to be emptied out manually or 

pumped by simple machines are unacceptable to higher caste Hindus. 

o It is not just a matter of access but a problem of perceptions of pollution, ritual 

purity, and caste. 

o Even if the government builds free toilets without any leakage or corruption, India 

will at best have 80 million new toilets that a large proportion of Indians do not want 

to use. 

 Contract labour: 

o Municipalities began to employ more contractual labourers mostly scavengers 

forced into the profession by their caste to remove waste. 
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o The sanitation campaign burdens the contractual labourer with an ‘exclusive’ right 

to cleaning public spaces, while making it a voluntary act for the ‘public’ to not 

defecate, urinate or litter in random spaces. This reinforces the marginalization and 

stigmatization of such labourers. 

o The Swachh Bharat campaign hardly addresses a reworking of the underground 

sewerage system due to which many such labourers have died recently while 

cleaning jammed manholes that open into the sewerage system etc. 

 The rate of open defecation is not decreasing much: 

o India has far higher levels of open defecation than other countries of the same GDP 

per capita. For example, India has a higher GDP per capita than Bangladesh, but in 

Bangladesh only 8.4% households defecate in the open, compared to 55% in India. 

 Funds unspent: 

o Centre has literally forgotten to spend the money earmarked to promote the use of 

toilets, a concern raised in the State of India’s Environment in Figure: 2018. 

o Centre has also failed to exhaust its budget for Swachh Bharat Mission-Gramin. This, 

despite the fact, that the budget for the scheme has seen a dip over the past year. 

 Implementation issues: 

o Sanitation coverage figures seemed to be more on paper but the actual progress at 

the ground level is very lethargic. Behavioural change is still a distant reality. 

Measures needed to sustain the program: 

 Parliamentary Committee recommends the government to review its data time to time and 

delete the number of defunct toilets from the list to have a real picture of constructed and 

functional toilets in the country. 

 Deeply entrenched cultural contexts must be taken into account for successful policy 

outcomes. India needs to change perceptions of ritual purity through education and 

awareness in rural areas. This can be done by investing in sewage systems. 

 Enabling local governments to construct sewage systems will solve the purity issue. 

 Modernising the sewer lines and septic tanks and investing money and energy on smart 

techniques of sanitation. 

 Also it would not put stress on manual scavenging and this occupation can slowly fade away 

giving sense of dignity and equality to the most vulnerable sections. 

 Villages have very small houses and much clustered places where there is no place to 

construct toilets. The ideal solution is to have mohalla toilets designated to each house 

where people will keep their toilet clean by seeing others. One advantage is that when the 

toilets are outside the home, there will be a peer pressure to keep it clean. 

 There should be a proper database about what are the requirements in a particular area 

because we cannot force a toilet in a house where there is no place. 
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 For India, constructing toilets is like a social work and not a development work. Once it is 

seen as a development work with country’s image, then the thrust will come and the people 

will realise how important it is and we should not lag behind other countries. 

 In schools it is the responsibility of the teachers and they have to be oriented to ensure that 

the child knows about hygiene which also includes knowing how to use a toilet. 

Way forward: 

 Focus on the forward-looking 10-year sanitation strategy to move from ODF to ODF Plus. 

 Focusing on sustaining the SBM-G gains. 

 Ensuring that no one is left behind. 

 Ensuring access to solid and liquid waste management for all villages. 

 Ensure piped water supply to all households by 2024. 

Do you think the recent opening up of Kartarpur corridor brings a moment of 

transcendence in a fraught India-Pak relationship? Analyse.(250 words) 
Indianexpress 
Why this question: 
The article explains that November 9, 2019 will go down as a rare day in the history of the Indian 
sub-continent, on which two nations managed to put aside the distrust and hostilities to jointly 
facilitate a pilgrimage for a small religious minority in India. 
Key demand of the question: 
Question aims to analyse the positive sides of the recently launched Kartarpur corridor between India 
and Pak that provides for access to Pilgrims burying aside long waited differences. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.  
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
India and Pakistan have signed an agreement to operationalize the Kartarpur corridor that will 
facilitate pilgrims from India to visit the Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib in Pakistan.  
Body: 
Explain the history and significance of Kartarpur corridor. 
States that The corridor will connect Darbar Sahib in Pakistan’s Kartarpur with Dera Baba Nanak 
shrine in Gurdaspur district and facilitate visa-free movement of Indian Sikh pilgrims. 
Discuss what future has for both the countries with initiation of such co-operation between the two. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way ahead. 
Introduction:     

Kartarpur Corridor project, often dubbed as the “Road to Peace”, will connect Gurdwara Darbar 

Sahib in Pakistan’s Kartarpur with Dera Baba Nanak shrine in India’s Gurdaspur district. The 

construction of the corridor will allow visa-free access to pilgrims from India. The proposal for the 

corridor has been on the table since 1988, but tense relations between the two countries led to the 

delay. India and Pakistan have managed to put aside the distrust and hostilities to jointly facilitate a 

pilgrimage for a small religious minority in India. 

Body: 
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Indo-Pak relations have undergone a particularly tense period following India’s decision to withdraw 

Article 370 from Jammu & Kashmir. Islamabad responded by downgrading its diplomatic mission in 

New Delhi and suspending bus and train services. This came after the two nuclear-armed neighbours 

engaged in an aerial dogfight in February. The construction and inauguration of the Kartarpur 

Corridor in the face of these tensions and the ability of both sides to work together should be seen 

as a positive development and a ray of hope. 

Kartarpur corridor can bring in transcendence: 

 According to former prime minister Manmohan Singh, the opening of the Kartarpur corridor 

will “enormously improve” relations between India and Pakistan. 

 The visa-free border crossing has been touted as a landmark peace move between India and 

Pakistan. 

 Both sides have defied history and an extraordinary year of hostility in their relations, to give 

shape to the corridor and the prayers of millions of people. 

 The Kartarpur Corridor could be a confidence-building measure in the politically-strained 

and historically-charged relationship between India and Pakistan. 

 The Kartarpur Corridor holds the potential to foster religious tourism, promote people-to-

people contact to reduce the trust deficit on both sides, and in turn perhaps aid dispute 

resolution by keeping avenues of dialogue open. 

 National security concerns dominate discussion among policy elites on both sides and 

Kartarpur is not the magical solution to resolve deeply contentious issues between the two 

countries, such as on Kashmir—in fact, the Indian side has asserted that operationalizing 

Kartarpur does not mean “bilateral dialogue will start.” 

 Nevertheless, it illustrates that the two sides are sometimes able to set their differences 

aside to serve the broader interests of their people, and it is thus a laudable achievement for 

the two South Asian neighbours. 

However, there are voices of distrust: 

 Islamist parties in Pakistan have slammed the government’s decision to open the Kartarpur 

corridor, saying it is tantamount to turning a blind eye to India’s abrogation of Kashmir’s 

special status on August 5. 

 Some groups in the country also believe that the visa-free border crossing would be a 

compromise on national sovereignty. 

 It was Sharif and former Indian PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee who proposed the Kartarpur 

corridor in early 1999, as part of their Delhi–Lahore Bus diplomacy. But soon after the 

signing of the Lahore Declaration, the Pakistani military ousted Sharif in a bloodless coup. 

Experts say that Sharif was “punished” for trying to improve ties with India. 

 It is also alleged that Islamabad aims to build “leverage and possibly promote a separatist 

movement in (Indian) Punjab.” 

 The “Khalistan” separatist movement in Indian Punjab is a decades-old issue, with Indian 

authorities often accusing Pakistan of backing it. 
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 Indian officials also slammed Pakistan for showing Khalistan supporters on a poster in the 

official video on the Kartarpur corridor. 

 Despite the unprecedented Kartarpur move, observers say ties between India and Pakistan 

are likely to remain tense. 

 While Islamabad accuses New Delhi of committing grave human rights violations in the 

Indian-controlled part of Kashmir, India alleges that Pakistan continues to support militant 

Islamists in the disputed Himalayan region. 

Conclusion: 

When it comes to India-Pakistan relations it’s unwise to put big bets on the table one way or 

another. But the chances that we could be moving towards peace manoeuvres are better than 

they’ve been for a long time. It will require statesmanship of a high order for the Kartarpur Corridor 

to lead to something more than a pilgrimage between the two countries. 

If the Panchayat allocations are combined with MGNREGA to support asset creation, it 

can activate infrastructure growth, resulting in additional income and improved 

conditions in the rural India. Elucidate.(250 words) 
Financialexpress 
Why this question: 
The article explains that although the government has been taking multiple steps to trigger the 
economy, there is a need to focus on rural India, in terms of optimizing of fund allocations and 
revision of MGNREGA wages. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the effect of such a step in improving earnings in rural India through a boost to 
infrastructure growth. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief present the current scenario of rural economy in India. 
Body: 
First discuss in brief the role currently the MGNREGA scheme is playing in infrastructure development 
and rural growth in India. 
Explain then the benefits that MGNREGA can bring when it would be combined with Panchayat 
allocations – Financial inclusion, social protection, livelihood opportunities etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that a system and systematic approach is the key to trigger the demand in rural India and, 
thus, accelerate GDP growth 
Introduction:     

The economic slowdown to 5% GDP growth and its impact on the organised sector has casted many 

aspersions in India. Although the government has been taking multiple steps to trigger the economy, 

there is a need to focus on rural India, in terms of optimising of fund allocations and revision of 

MGNREGA wages. This may improve earnings in rural India, supported by good kharif crop. And, 

could be the beginning of recovery in consumer goods demand and, eventually, the economy. A 
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further push towards systematic value addition locally in the form of strategic investments in 

industries and group of Panchayats may provide extra income and employment. 

Body: 

Potential of the rural economy: 

 More than two-thirds of the country resides in 6 lakh villages. 

 The 73rd and 74th amendment to the constitution and the finance commission directly 

providing funds to the local self-bodies have transformed rural infrastructure. 

 A panchayat with a population of 2,500 gets around Rs. 60-70 lakh per annum, one with a 

larger population of around 20,000 gets Rs. 2.5 crore. 

 If allocations are merged with MGNREGA to aid asset creation, it can trigger infrastructure 

growth, resulting in extra income and improved conditions. 

Steps to spur the rural economy: 

 Construction of Sustainable assets: To ensure the development of non-negotiable 

structures like development of drainage following systematic planning of topography, 

cement concrete lanes for every habitat in village, source for drinking water, piped drinking 

water, pucca housing, Panchayat bhavan with computer and internet connectivity, 

appropriate school buildings, play grounds etc. 

 Creating self-sufficient units: the government will create smart villages and smart 

panchayats without generating a demand for additional funds. This would also contribute to 

better health outcomes. 

 Wage revision: MGNREGA wage revision, which sets the trend of minimum wages in rural 

India, is long overdue. In lieu of good monsoon, there is a need to provide farmers the best 

price for their produce. Demand to match the MGNREGA wages with minimum wages of 

individual states is long pending. 

 Financial inclusion: having an account in 5km radius and ensuring social protection debit—

can also trigger the economy. 

 Social protection can be ensured if the government provides death and accident insurance 

for everyone, ensures accuracy of BPL data and easy access to financial institutions. 

 Livelihood opportunities in the vicinity can be created by encouraging value addition to 

agriculture produce. For instance, vegetable mint be made into menthol. Such solutions will 

add to the income of households. This will trigger a consumption economy. The road, 

internet and financial access itself is good stimulant. 

Challenges to achieve the above: 

 To set quality standards and establish a system to appraise the status of households and 

infrastructure to ensure appropriate interventions. 

 Lack of financial resources to match competitive demands. 

 Poor fund utilisation by implementing agencies. It is only around 60% and the qualitative 

outcome only 40 to 50%. (Budget 2017) 
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 Multiple levels of transfer of money through intergovernmental departments. 

Solutions: 

 This will require drawing from pool of funds from ministry of rural development, Panchayat, 

drinking water and sanitation. 

 Funds from human resource department, women and child welfare for anganwadi buildings 

can also be used. 

 If MNREGA wages are revised during kharif pre-harvest, they can increase incomes and 

thereby spending. The present allocation of Rs. 55,000 crore, this is just a 2.9% increase from 

2018, needs a relook. 

 Direct fund transfers by eliminating the intermediaries. 

 Capacity building and strengthening the functions of the institutional setup and efficiency at 

three levels—panchayats, districts and the state. 

 Effective fund utilization by involving the local stakeholders for better transparency and 

accountability. E.g.: Social Audits. 

Conclusion: 

A system and systematic approach is the key to trigger the demand in rural India and, thus, 

accelerate GDP growth. 

Elaborate upon the recent changes made in the Industrial Relations Code Bill, 2019, also 

explain why has industry welcomed it, and what are the issues that its critics have 

flagged?(250 words) 

Indianexpress 
  
Why this question: 
The Union Cabinet recently approved The Industrial Relations Code Bill, 2019, which proposes to 
amalgamate The Trade Unions Act, 1926, The Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946, 
and The Industrial Disputes Act, 1947.  
Key demand of the question: 
One must explain the Industrial Relations Code Bill and explain in what way it’s a welcome step and 
explain its criticism. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief explain the coming of Industrial Relations Code Bill; The industrial relations code is the third 
out of four labour codes that have got approval from the cabinet. The Labour Code on Wages has 
already been approved by Parliament in August while the Labour Code on Occupational Safety, 
Health and Working Conditions has been referred to the standing committee of labour. 
Body: 
Explain that the code combines Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, the Trade Unions Act, 1926, and the 
Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946. 
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Discuss the key features of the bill and Highlight the implications. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with the importance of the bill that in a fresh breather it brings dignity to the labor. 
Introduction:     

The Union Cabinet recently approved The Industrial Relations Code Bill, 2019, which proposes 

to amalgamate The Trade Unions Act, 1926, The Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 

1946, and The Industrial Disputes Act, 1947. The industrial relations code is the third out of four 

labour codes that have got approval from the cabinet. 

Body: 

 

Key features of the bill: 

 It seeks to allow companies to hire workers on fixed-term contract of any duration. 

 The code has retained the threshold on the worker count at 100 for prior government 

approval before retrenchment, but it has a provision for changing ‘such number of 

employees’ through notification. 
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 It also provides setting up of a two-member tribunal (in place of one member) wherein 

important cases will be adjudicated jointly and the rest by a single member, resulting 

speedier disposal of cases. 

 It has vested powers with the government officers for adjudication of disputes involving 

penalty as fines. 

Recent changes made to the bill: 

 The government had previously included the category of ‘Fixed Term Employment 

Workman’ for all sectors in the Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946. This was 

only applicable to ‘central sphere’ establishments, and the states did not follow suit. 

 The threshold required for government permission for retrenchment has been kept 

unchanged at 100 employees, as against the proposal for 300 employees in an earlier draft 

of the Bill, which was opposed by trade unions. 

 Instead, the government has now provided flexibility for changing the threshold through 

notification. 

 The rigidity of labour laws about laying off labour has often been cited by industry as the 

main reason limiting scalability and employment generation. 

 At present, any company having 100 workers or more has to seek government approval for 

retrenchment. 

 The provision of fixed-term employment, which helps in the flow of social security benefits 

to all workers along with making it easier for companies to hire and fire, in The Industrial 

Relations Code Bill. 

Importance of the bill: 

 The most important aspect of the Bill is that it presents the legal framework for ushering in 

the concept of ‘fixed-term employment’ through contract workers on a Pan-India basis. 

 It offers some degree of flexibility on government permissions for retrenchment. 

 With the introduction of fixed-term employment, they will be able to hire workers directly 

under a fixed-term contract, with the flexibility to tweak the length of the contract based on 

the seasonality of industry. These workers will be treated on a par with regular workers 

during the tenure of the contract. 

 The move to include it in a central law will help in wider reach, and states are expected to 

follow similar applicability. The Bill now ensures a pan-India impact of this move. 

However, the bill has been criticized due to: 

 Some critics have the concern that the unclear provision regarding retrenchment would lead 

to uncertainty, and discretionary behaviour during implementation by the central or state 

government. 

 The moment the law will provide flexibility for the applicability, it leaves the matter to the 

discretion to the appropriate government (states or Centre). Then the clause can be 

misused. 
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 Any discretion in law leads to uncertainty, lack of clarity, discriminatory implementation, and 

provides scope for unnecessary usage. 

 Fixed-term employment needs to be introduced with adequate safeguards, otherwise it runs 

the risk of encouraging conversion of permanent employment into fixed-term employment. 

Conclusion: 

The government should be clear whether to increase the threshold or retain the threshold and face 

the consequences. Fixed-term employment will help in keeping salaries and facilities to workers such 

as PF, gratuity, and medical benefits, the same as those for permanent labour and inclusion in the 

central law will help in applicability of fixed-term employment uniformly across the country. 

“Mother tongue is a tool of expression, the carrier of culture. It must be the medium of 

instruction, at least at the primary level, to preserve India’s cultural diversity and 

heritage”. Analyse.(250 words) 

Indianexpress 
Why this question: 
The article explains that with India being a linguistic treasure-trove, a nation widely acknowledged 
for its extraordinary linguistic and cultural diversity. The plurality and co-existence of multiple 
languages add color and vitality to our country and make it unique. 
Key demand of the question: 
Elucidate upon the linguistic diversity of the country and importance of the mother tongue as a tool 
of expression. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.  
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief take hints from the article and bring out the linguistic and cultural diversity in the country. 
Body: 
First explain the relevance of mother tongue with respect to child pedagogy. 
Explain the pros and cons of having primary education in mother tongue. 
Discuss its applications – in development of child, in education, Better connection with your culture, 
Intellectual Development, Commercial benefits, the Pride and in establishing identity of a particular 
society. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     

Mother tongue or mother language refers to the language which a person has grown up speaking 

from early childhood. India is a land of linguistic diversity and the languages differ in their dialects 

every 100 kms. There have been many arguments and dissatisfaction over having a single national 

language (Hindi) for entire country. The Vice president of India recently said that mother tongue vital 

for survival of civilisation and every country must encourage their children to study primarily in the 

mother tongue. 

Body: 

Mother Tongue is vital to preserve India’s cultural diversity and heritage: 
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 Mother tongue is the very first language that one hears, understands and gets familiar with. 

Thus, it plays important role in shaping feelings, emotions and thought processes. 

 Use of mother language helps one in getting comfortable with his/her cultural identity. 

 Maintaining mother languages is necessary for preserving cultural heritage and identity. 

 Dissemination of mother languages encourages linguistic diversity, thus inspires solidarity 

based on understanding, tolerance, and dialogue. 

 When languages disappear, the world loses a rich tapestry of cultural identity. 

 Opportunities, traditions, memory, unique modes of thinking and expression, valuable 

resources for ensuring a better future also get lost. 

Every year, UNESCO celebrates 21st February as International Mother Language Day to promote 

mother tongue-based multilingual education. The day is also a reminder of how language connects 

us, empowers us and helps us to communicate our feelings to others. The world has over 7,000 

languages whereas India alone has about 22 officially recognized languages, 1635 mother tongues, 

and 234 identifiable mother tongues. 

Challenges faced in preserving mother languages: 

 According to the UN, every two weeks, a language disappears and the world loses an entire 

cultural and intellectual heritage. 

 At least 43% of the estimated 6000 languages spoken in the world are endangered. 

 Only a few hundred languages have been genuinely given a place in education systems and 

public domain. Also, 40% of the global population does not have access to education in a 

language they speak or understand. 

 Less than a hundred languages are used in the digital world. 

 Apart from globalization, rush for learning foreign languages for better job opportunities is a 

major reason behind the disappearance of mother languages. 

Way forward to preserve mother languages: 

 With the help of technology, every mother language can be maintained. Google’s Project 

Navlekha in India is an example. The project is aimed at increasing the online content in 

Indian local languages. 

 People should be made aware of the professional viability of pursuing degrees in native 

languages. With a degree in a native language, one can take up professions like Language 

Expert, Translators, and Tourist-Guide etc. 

 Also to maintain any native language, it is necessary that it is spoken. Use of native 

languages at homes, schools, and offices should be encouraged. 

 The Upper House of India has an arrangement for interpretation of 22 languages i.e. 

members are encouraged to speak in their native languages. 
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 Countries like France, Germany, Italy, China have developed their mother languages as a 

powerful medium. Other countries need to learn from these to preserve their cultural and 

linguistic identity. 

Conclusion: 

It is our strength that we have many languages and dialects. All other languages are important. But 

one should respect, learn and understand their mother tongue. According a hegemonic role to the 

“most-spoken” language in the country may promote cultural homogenisation, but that is hardly 

desirable in a country with a diverse population, a plural ethos and is a cauldron of many languages 

and cultures. Further, national identity cannot be linked to any one language, as it is, by definition, 

something that transcends linguistic and regional differences. The need today is to respect, protect 

and nurture diversity of our nation so that unity is ensured. 

Discuss briefly the laws that are in place to tackle illegal non-citizens in the country. 

Why was the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964 amended? Explain.(250 words) 

The hindu 
Why this question: 
The Home Minister’s announcement in the Rajya Sabha earlier this week that a National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) will be implemented across India, and repeated again in Assam, has ignited interest in 
the existing legal framework in India for illegal migrants. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must discuss in detail the available laws in place to tackle illegal non-citizens and way forward. 
Also highlight why the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964 was amended. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief discuss the provisions available in the country to deal with illegal migrants. 
Body: 
The first enactment made for dealing with foreigners was the Foreigners Act, 1864, which provided 
for the expulsion of foreigners and their arrest, detention pending removal, and for a ban on their 
entry into India after removal. 
Discuss the various available provisions like passport act, Foreigners Act, IMDT Act. 
Discuss why Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964 was amended. 
Explain the concerns involved. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     

Union home minister has said that India shall soon introduce a nationwide National Register of 

Citizens (NRC). The NRC is the list of Indian citizens and was prepared in 1951, following the census 

of 1951. The process of NRC update was taken up in Assam as per a Supreme Court order in 2013. In 

the case of Assam, there was a cut-off date — March 25, 1971 — after which all foreigners as per the 

Assam Accord were to be “detected, deleted and expelled in accordance with law”. 

Body: 

Laws to tackle illegal non-citizens in the country: 
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Pre-Independence: 

 The first enactment made for dealing with foreigners was the Foreigners Act, 1864, which 

provided for the expulsion of foreigners and their arrest, detention pending removal, and for 

a ban on their entry into India after removal. 

 The Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920, empowered the government to make rules 

requiring persons entering India to be in possession of passports. This rule also granted the 

government the power to remove from India any person who entered without a passport. 

 During the Second World War, the Imperial Legislative Assembly enacted the Foreigners Act, 

1940, under which the concept of “burden of proof” was introduced. Section 7 of the Act 

provided that whenever a question arose with regard to the nationality of a person, the 

onus of proving that he was not a foreigner lay upon the person. 

Post-Independence: 

 Foreigners Act, 1946: 

 The legislature enacted the above act by repealing the 1940 Act, conferring wide powers to 

deal with all foreigners. 

 Apart from defining a ‘foreigner’ as a person who is not a citizen of India, it empowered the 

government to make provisions for prohibiting, regulating or restricting the entry of 

foreigners into India. 

 It also restricted the rights enjoyed by foreigners in terms of their stay in the country if any 

such orders are passed by the authority. 

 The 1946 Act empowered the government to take such steps as are necessary, including the 

use of force for securing compliance with such directions. 

 The most important provision of the 1946 law, which is still applicable in all States and Union 

Territories, was that the ‘burden of proof’ lies with the person, and not with the authorities. 

 This has been upheld by a Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court. 

  

 The Foreigners (Tribunals) Order: 

 In 1964, the government brought in the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order. 

 The tribunal has the authority to decide whether a person is a foreigner within the ambit of 

the Foreigners Act, 1946. 

 The tribunal, which has powers similar to those of a civil court, gives reasonable opportunity 

to the person alleged to be a foreigner to produce evidence in support of his case, before 

passing its order. 

 In June this year, the Home Ministry made certain amendments in the Foreigners (Tribunals) 

Order, 1964. It was to empower district magistrates in all States and Union Territories to set 

up tribunals to decide whether a person staying illegally in India is a foreigner or not. 
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 Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals) Act, 1983: 

 This act was unsuccessful — it was also referred to as the IMDT Act — was introduced for 

the detection and deportation of illegal migrants who had entered India on or after March 

25, 1971. 

 One factor for its failure was that it did not contain any provision on ‘burden of proof’ similar 

to the Foreigners Act, 1946. 

Need of the hour: 

 Any such exercise demands a robust process that minimizes data infirmities. 

 This would mean a complete rehaul of the methods used in Assam. 

 Also, those who don’t make it to the list should get adequate legal recourse. 

Conclusion: 

A person’s citizenship is a basic human right. Declaring people foreigners in haste without judicially 

verifying their credentials can leave many human beings stateless. 

Discuss the key features of PMAY and explain in what way they can incentivise India’s 

construction and real estate sector to reduce its traditional obsession with affluent 

home buyers in the cities.(250 words) 

Reference 
Why this question: 
The Union Government has launched the Credit-linked Subsidy Services Awas Portal (CLAP) for 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Housing for All (Urban).  
Key demand of the question: 
One has to explain the importance of PMAY and the significant role it is playing in the development 
of the housing sector. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief discuss about the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana Urban (PMAY-U) 
Body: 
The answer must capture Significance of the scheme and its role in achieving the “Housing for All” 
target, implementational challenges and measures necessary for achieving the set target. 
Also discuss the Key features of the Global Housing Technology Challenge (GHTC). 
Narrate the objectives, benefits and issues involved if any. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     

The PMAY- Urban was launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation (MoHUPA) 

in Mission mode. It envisions provision of Housing for All by 2022, when the Nation completes 75 

years of its Independence. Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs recently launched Credit-linked 
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Subsidy Services Awas Portal, CLAP, in New Delhi recently. The portal provides a transparent and 

robust real-time web-based monitoring system for credit-linked Subsidy Services, CLSS, beneficiaries. 

Body: 

Key features of PMAY: 

 The Mission seeks to address the housing requirement of urban poor including slum 

dwellers through following programme verticals: 

o Slum rehabilitation of Slum Dwellers with participation of private developers using 

land as a resource 

o Promotion of Affordable Housing for weaker section through credit linked subsidy 

o Affordable Housing in Partnership with Public & Private sectors 

o Subsidy for beneficiary-led individual house construction /enhancement. 

o CLSS is a component of PMAY under which, not only economically weaker sections, 

but also middle-income groups can avail of home loans at reduced EMIs. 

Benefits of PMAY: 

 Beneficiaries include Economically weaker section (EWS), low-income groups (LIGs) and 

Middle Income Groups (MIGs). 

 “Housing for All” Mission for urban area is being implemented during 2015-2022 and this 

Mission will provide central assistance to implementing agencies through States and UTs for 

providing houses to all eligible families/beneficiaries by 2022. 

 Mission will be implemented as Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) except for the 

component of credit linked subsidy which will be implemented as a Central Sector Scheme. 

 The aim of this scheme is to construct more than two crore houses across the length and 

breadth of the nation. 

 Government provide subsidy ranging between 1 lakh to 2.30 lakh to people from above 

categories in order to make them secure. 

 The government provide an interest subsidy of 6.5% on housing loans availed by the 

beneficiaries for a period of 15 years from the start of loan. 

 The houses under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana would be allotted to preferably the female 

member of the family. Along with this, preference would be given to the female applicants. 

This scheme is mostly a pro-women scheme. 

 While allotting ground floors in any housing scheme under the PMAY, preference would be 

given to differently-abled and older people. 

 The construction of houses under PMAY would be carried out through technology that 

is eco-friendly. 

 It covers the entire urban area consisting of 4041 statutory towns with initial focus on 500 

Class I cities. 
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PMAY and its limitations: 

 The Government’s Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-U) Mission to provide all 

weather “pucca” houses to eligible beneficiaries by the year 2022. 

 Government has to mobilise Rs 1 lakh crore in the next three years for achieving its target of 

building 1 crore houses. 

 The pace of construction under the urban section of PMAY is too slow. It has completed just 

over 10% of its target as the scheme reaches its halfway point. 

 Other headwinds include: unavailability of land in prime areas, low participation of private 

developers on account of brand dilution and bidding mechanism. 

 Also there are issues of stringent cost and time schedules resulting in low yields, increasing 

construction costs due to absence of bulk sourcing of materials, and lack of new 

technology that impacts productivity, cost efficiency and quality. 

 Against the validated demand of about one crore housing units to be constructed by the 

year 2022, the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has so far sanctioned around 70 lakh 

houses, out of which around 37 lakh have been grounded and around 15 lakh completed 

and allotted to beneficiaries. 

Way forward: 

 This reality with the Indian real estate should be accounted for the large-scale state-

subsidised model for housing projects. 

 It calls for making well-informed and contextualised policies. 

 In situ development: Notably, as of latest data, only 2.2% of the total approved housing 

under PMAY-HFA was for in situ development. 

 Government can consider increasing this proportion and go for a sustained focus on in situ 

upgradation. 

 This would alleviate much of the social capital concerns, entail lower costs and address the 

concern of scarcity of new land. 

 Rental housing is being proposed as a smart, complementary solution to the housing 

shortage. 

 The National Urban Rental Housing Policy, 2017 is currently awaiting the Cabinet’s 

approval. 

 An important aspect of rental housing is that it would absorb floating population/seasonal 

migrants, who might not want to invest in an immovable property. 

 With utilisation of large number of existing vacant houses which do not enter the rental 

market, rental housing can certainly drive down the land requirement. 

 As a concept, social rental housing needs greater impetus, beyond the commercial purposes 

rental housing in metropolises. 
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 Proper legislation on renting houses and a monitoring procedure are essential for the 

potential use of vacant houses. 

 Housing policies should thus go beyond hard core infrastructure alone, and address other 

associated issues for a better insight on the outcomes. 

With India at the heart of a web of the illicit trade of gold, and threads spanning the 

globe and almost certainly financing conflict and corruption, Discuss how the 

authorities must take action to remove incentives for gold smuggling and ensure the 

gold industry implements due diligence. (250 words) 

The hindu 
Why this question: 
International non-government organization IMPACT, in its latest report, has said that India has 
become one of the largest gold smuggling hubs in the world. It is headquartered in Canada. 
Key demand of the question: 
Highlight the issue of illegal Gold trade and explain how it leads to conflicts and corruption in the 
country. Discuss the concerns and methods to address the issue. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief discuss the current situation highlighted by the report. 
Body: 
Explain the following aspects : 
Gold possibly tied to conflict, human rights abuses and corruption in Africa and South America is 
entering legal international markets through India, said IMPACT, in a statement. 
Actors across India’s gold industry are failing to do proper checks on where gold comes from to 
ensure it’s not financing conflict and human rights violations. 
The report said that one-third of the world’s gold passed through India, identifying three primary 
factors for smuggling: tax breaks, falsified origin documents and complicit allies. 
To boost India’s refinery sector, the government had introduced tax breaks in 2013 for unrefined 
gold. According to the report, this led to traders covering up questionable provenance claims by 
falsifying documentation to take advantage of lower taxes. The import of unrefined gold shot from 
23 tonnes in 2012 to over 229 tonnes in 2015. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting way forward. 
 

Introduction:   

According to the World Gold Council, India has gold reserves totalling 618 tonnes, the 10th largest 

gold reserve in the world. India in 2018 produced 281.3 tonnes of fine gold from both gold and silver 

dore that were imported to the country. It was the highest on record and its share to gross gold 

imports touched 37 per cent, and it share of total imports for domestic consumption (net imports) 

touched 55 per cent. International non-government organisation IMPACT, in its latest report, has 

said that India has become one of the largest gold smuggling hubs in the world.  

Body: 
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Findings of the report: 

 Gold possibly tied to conflict, human rights abuses and corruption in Africa and South America is 

entering legal international markets through India, said the Canada-headquartered organisation 

in a statement.  

 The NGO said it had uncovered how the country imported about 1,000 tonnes of gold per year 

— a quarter more than the official figures indicated. 

 The report said that one third of the world’s gold passed through India, identifying three primary 

factors for smuggling: tax breaks, falsified origin documents and complicit allies. 

 To boost India’s refinery sector, the government had introduced tax breaks in 2013 for unrefined 

gold. this led to traders covering up questionable provenance claims by falsifying documentation 

to take advantage of lower taxes.  

 The report says gold is either smuggled into India surreptitiously, “with tons of refined bullion 

evading the authorities”, or it simply enters with the help of “falsified paperwork”. 

 The source of spikes in gold doré imports can be traced to countries that “lack strong internal 

controls or are linked to supply chains with weak evidence of due diligence” 

 The import of unrefined gold shot from 23 tonnes in 2012 to over 229 tonnes in 2015. 

 The report said that refined gold was being smuggled into India primarily from the United Arab 

Emirates, while key traders and refiners in Africa’s Great Lakes region with links to India were 

identified as being part of the illicit gold trade. 

Measures needed: 

 There is a need to address the issue of gold smuggling in India: the harmonisation of taxes, 

followed by an enhanced regulatory system at the border to filter falsified documentation. 

 Harmonising of taxes and enhanced regulatory controls with additional valid information for all 

imports to discourage smuggling. 

 Authorities must take action to remove incentives for gold smuggling and ensure the gold 

industry implements due diligence. 

 There is a need to strengthen the detection of the smuggling of gold through the border areas, 

which is challenging due to the topography and porosity of the land border. 

Conclusion: 

IMPACT also calls on actors across India’s gold industry to implement due diligence on their gold 

supply chains. Gold traders, refiners, and jewellers have a responsibility to understand, mitigate, and 

publically report on any risks in their supply chain—all the way back to the mine site 

With marketable surrogacy partaking much acceptance in India, it is obvious that, a ban 

would only push the industry underground. Critically analyse while discussing the issues 

associated with the Surrogacy Regulation Bill, 2019.(250 words) 

The hindu 
Why this question: 
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The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2019, has been referred to a select committee of the Upper House, 
after several MPs raised concerns over several provisions of the legislation, including making it 
mandatory for a surrogate to be a close relative. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must critically analyse the consequences of a blanket ban on the commercial surrogacy and the 
flaws that are witnessed in the Surrogacy Regulation Bill, 2019. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief define what surrogacy is and the context of commercial surrogacy in India. 
Body: 
First discuss the key features of the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2019. 
Present a detailed analysis of the same; The Bill defines surrogacy as a practice in which a woman 
gives birth to a child for an intending couple with the intention of handing over the child after birth to 
the intending couple.  
The Bill bans commercial surrogacy, but it does allow altruistic surrogacy. Altruistic surrogacy does 
not involve monetary compensation to the surrogate mother other than the medical expenses and 
insurance coverage during the course of the pregnancy. Commercial surrogacy is surrogacy or such 
related procedures undertaken for a monetary reward or benefit (in cash or in kind) apart from the 
basic medical expenses and insurance coverage etc. 
Discuss the associated concerns. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the regulation tries to put an end to some of the problems related to surrogacy. 
However, concerns remain that due to these regulations a black market might be created of willing 
women who may not have received approval from any appropriate authority. 
 

Introduction:  

The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2019, was referred to a select committee of the Upper House 

recently, after several MPs raised concerns over several provisions of the legislation, including 

making it mandatory for a surrogate to be a close relative. 

The Bill, passed by the Lok Sabha in the previous session, was moved by Health Minister. Minister 

said in the absence of regulations, India had emerged as a hub of commercial surrogacy for couples 

from abroad. He had urged the House to pass the Bill, saying it had been sent to a Standing 

Committee. 

Surrogacy is an arrangement, often supported by a legal agreement, whereby a woman (the 

surrogate mother) agrees to bear a child for another person or persons, who will become the child's 

parent(s) after birth. 

The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2019:  

The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2019 was introduced by the Minister of Health and Family Welfare in 

Lok Sabha on July 15, 2019. The Bill defines surrogacy as a practice where a woman gives birth to a 

child for an intending couple with the intention to hand over the child after the birth to the 

intending couple. 
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 Regulation of surrogacy: The Bill prohibits commercial surrogacy, but allows altruistic 

surrogacy.  Altruistic surrogacy involves no monetary compensation to the surrogate mother 

other than the medical expenses and insurance coverage during the pregnancy.  Commercial 

surrogacy includes surrogacy or its related procedures undertaken for a monetary benefit or 

reward (in cash or kind) exceeding the basic medical expenses and insurance coverage. 

 Purposes for which surrogacy is permitted: Surrogacy is permitted when it is: (i) for 

intending couples who suffer from proven infertility; (ii) altruistic; (iii) not for commercial 

purposes; (iv) not for producing children for sale, prostitution or other forms of exploitation; 

and (v) for any condition or disease specified through regulations. 

 Eligibility criteria for intending couple: The intending couple should have a ‘certificate of 

essentiality’ and a ‘certificate of eligibility’ issued by the appropriate authority. 

 Eligibility criteria for surrogate mother: To obtain a certificate of eligibility from the 

appropriate authority, the surrogate mother has to be: (i) a close relative of the intending 

couple; (ii) a married woman having a child of her own; (iii) 25 to 35 years old; (iv) a 

surrogate only once in her lifetime; and (v) possess a certificate of medical and psychological 

fitness for surrogacy.  Further, the surrogate mother cannot provide her own gametes for 

surrogacy. 

 Appropriate authority: The central and state governments shall appoint one or more 

appropriate authorities within 90 days of the Bill becoming an Act.  The functions of the 

appropriate authority include; (i) granting, suspending or cancelling registration of surrogacy 

clinics; (ii) enforcing standards for surrogacy clinics; (iii) investigating and taking action 

against breach of the provisions of the Bill; (iv) recommending modifications to the rules and 

regulations. 

 Registration of surrogacy clinics: Surrogacy clinics cannot undertake surrogacy related 

procedures unless they are registered by the appropriate authority.  Clinics must apply for 

registration within a period of 60 days from the date of appointment of the appropriate 

authority. 

 National and State Surrogacy Boards: The central and the state governments shall 

constitute the National Surrogacy Board (NSB) and the State Surrogacy Boards (SSB), 

respectively.  Functions of the NSB include, (i) advising the central government on policy 

matters relating to surrogacy; (ii) laying down the code of conduct of surrogacy clinics; and 

(iii) supervising the functioning of SSBs. 

 Parentage and abortion of surrogate child: A child born out of a surrogacy procedure will be 

deemed to be the biological child of the intending couple.  An abortion of the surrogate child 

requires the written consent of the surrogate mother and the authorisation of the 

appropriate authority.  This authorisation must be compliant with the Medical Termination 

of Pregnancy Act, 1971.  Further, the surrogate mother will have an option to withdraw from 

surrogacy before the embryo is implanted in her womb. 

 Offences and penalties: The offences under the Bill include: (i) undertaking or advertising 

commercial surrogacy; (ii) exploiting the surrogate mother; (iii) abandoning, exploiting or 

disowning a surrogate child; and (iv) selling or importing human embryo or gametes for 

surrogacy.  The penalty for such offences is imprisonment up to 10 years and a fine up to 10 
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lakh rupees.  The Bill specifies a range of offences and penalties for other contraventions of 

the provisions of the Bill. 

Missing Provisions:  

 The basic principle in any criminal jurisprudence is the presumption of innocence – ‘Innocent 

until proven guilty’. Here, however, this has been reverted – ‘Guilty until proven innocent’. 

 There’s no provision for the financial support/insurance of the baby if the intending couple 

divorces, or one of them dies, during the process of surrogacy.  

 There’s also no provision for the right to privacy for the surrogate mother, even after it has 

been declared to be a fundamental one. 

 The Bill doesn’t have any provision for the prohibition of sex-selective surrogacy. No 

Associated concerns:  

The basic argument of this Bill in completely banning commercial surrogacy and only allowing 

altruistic surrogacy is wrong. It has a good intention, but is badly executed. Completely banning 

commercial surrogacy by the government will not work as it will: 

 Remove a stable income source for women who are engaged in commercial surrogacy. 

 Not reward the laborious process of reproduction. 

 Engage in and lead to the paternalistic thinking that almost all women do not know what is 

right for them. 

 Create a black market for commercial surrogacy, much like the one for human organs. 

 Drive women who want to be surrogates towards crimes such as prostitution or theft. 

 Go against the right to personal liberty as well as the right to make reproductive choices. 

Way forward:  

 Banning of commercial surrogacy is based on preventing the exploitation of women. It’s a 

good motive – however, a lot of activities can be exploited even if they are heavily regulated. 

Still, the fear that it can be abused should not deter the government from regulating it. 

 They should also ensure that the women who genuinely help couples while also struggling 

for a livelihood are compensated fairly.  

 It should also be evaluated if they are using that money for good, perhaps, to start better 

lives. 

 Mandatory psychological counselling of surrogates was also mentioned. Just like the 

adoption procedures in developed countries, it would be administered by the state properly. 

This is perhaps a bit idealistic, but this is definitely geared towards regulation and will be 

better than the blanket ban this Bill intends to set up. 

Conclusion:  
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Despite all this, if the government does not see a need to improve this Bill, especially in light of the 

scathing report of the Committee, then it will be a huge setback in curbing the exploitation of 

surrogate mothers or in easing the procedure of surrogacy for genuine couples. The government 

should start by examining the basic premise of the Bill, and remove the ban on commercial 

surrogacy. Instead, it should regulate it (as the title of the Bill mentions) and also compensate 

surrogate mothers. It must also issue clarifications on time frames and insert unambiguous 

provisions so that no flimsy interpretation or loophole can be used. 

Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and 

States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions 

and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable 

sections. 

As highlighted by the All India Survey on Higher Education 2018-19, share of enrolled 

minorities still continue to be under-represented with respect to their share of the total 

population, discuss various factors responsible for such under-representation. Also 

suggest some measures to improve the same.(250 words) 

The hindu 
Why this question: 
The question is based on the study provided for by All India Survey on Higher Education 2018-19. It 
questions the under representation of minorities as suggested by the study in the education domain. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to provide for what causes such under-representation of minorities in education and what 
can be done to attain full equity and inclusion in higher education. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief quote the details and facts of the report. 
Body: 
First explain the reasons for such a trend – lack of access, poverty, social prejudices etc. 
Discuss what can be done to attain full equity and inclusion in higher education. 
Explain the significance of need for multiple stakeholder approach to overcome such a negative 
trend. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting solutions to address the issue 
Introduction:     

All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) report for 2018-19 was recently released by the HRD 

ministry. The survey, undertaken as an annual, web-based, pan-India exercise on the status of 

Higher Education since 2010-11, covers all the Higher Educational Institutions in the country. The 

survey collects data on several parameters like teachers, student enrolment, programmes, 

examination results, education finance, infrastructure, etc. 

Body: 
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Key findings related to minorities: 

 According to All India Survey on Higher Education 2018-19, south India has a higher per 

capita proportion of colleges compared to the rest of the country. 

 The share of enrolled minorities aged 18-24 has improved, but these communities continue 

to be underrepresented given their share of the total population in that age group. 

 9% students belong to Muslim Minority and 2.2% from other Minority Community. 

 Muslim Minority has more male students than females where as other Minority has more 

females than males. 

Various factors responsible for under-representation of enrolled minorities: 

 Poverty: 

o Poverty plays a major role in both exclusion and discrimination. 

o Poor families struggle to send their children to school and to provide support for 

their schooling when they do. 

o Children from poorer homes often also suffer nutritional deficiencies that have a 

direct impact on learning. 

 Inaccessibility: 

o A first basic cause for the exclusion is that children from minorities often suffer from 

a lack of access to schools, especially quality schools. 

o Despite the dramatic leap in access to schooling over the past decade, there remain 

very serious barriers to access to education, especially for areas with large 

populations from educationally underrepresented groups. 

 Poor Infrastructure: 

o The lack of quality infrastructure, functional and secure toilets, and safe drinking 

water in schools in poorer areas represents a severe form of discrimination in 

education for children from socio-economically disadvantaged communities. 

o The lack of good libraries, laboratories, and learning supplies at school hits children 

from disadvantaged communities the hardest, as they generally will not have as 

many educational resources at home. 

 Social bias: 

o Social mores and biases also contribute in a serious way to discriminatory practices. 

For example, many communities believe that girls need not go through formal 

schooling. 

 Poor curriculum: 

o Curriculum and textbooks often also play a role. An analysis of the existing curricula, 

pedagogy or textbooks exhibits a biased picture of life where the view of the 

“powerful” prevails. 
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o For example, the earning member of a family is almost always male in our 

textbooks; there are almost no references to people that are differently-abled. 

o Thus many of our classroom processes do not welcome or encourage children from 

disadvantaged or underrepresented communities. 

Measures needed: 

 Affirmative action and programmes are needed to increase enrolment of students who may 

have faced race, caste, gender, or geographical discrimination. 

 In addition, policies and schemes such as targeted scholarships, conditional cash transfers 

etc. can significantly increase participation of minorities in the higher education. 

 Reservations in higher education to minorities should be accompanied by structural changes 

like land reforms and an inclusive educational support systems. 

 The poor should get special weightage but a watchdog body should keep an eye on their 

progress. 

 More freedom to universities could help higher education 

 Course correction would be in the form of a regulatory body that has a vision for higher 

education, monitors quality, but allows universities to operate freely, instead of controlling 

them 

Conclusion: 

To ensure socio-economic-educational empowerment of minorities especially girls through 

‘3Es- Education, Employment and Empowerment’, various scholarships including pre-matric, post-

matric, merit-cum-means etc. should be provided. 

Explain how Guru Nanak’s langar is helping UN achieve its ‘zero hunger’ goal. (250 

words) 
Indianexpress 
Why this question: 

Of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the second one — ‘zero hunger’ — aims to end 
extreme hunger and malnutrition, especially among children, by 2030. The article captures the role 
that the principle of ‘Langar’ can play in eliminating hunger issue in the country. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must discuss the concept of Langar propounded by Guru Nanak and in what way it can 
aid in achieving zero hunger goals of SDGs. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In short highlight how Guru Nanak’s ‘langar’ is contributing to achieving this goal and reducing 
malnutrition in African countries, bringing down ‘preventable children deaths’. 
Body: 
Explain what ‘Langar’ is – Langar refers to a system of developing a community kitchen, where 
people irrespective of their caste, religion and social status sit together on the floor and have food. 
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Discuss the link between Guru Nanak and langar. 
Explain the relevance of it to UN’s ‘Zero Hunger’ goal. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     

Sustainable Development Goal 2 aims to end extreme hunger and malnutrition, especially among 

children, by 2030 and achieve a universal call to end poverty and protect the planet. Guru Nanak’s 

‘Langar’ is contributing to achieving this goal and reducing malnutrition in African countries, bringing 

down ‘preventable children deaths’. 

Body: 

Langar: 

 Langar refers to a system of developing a community kitchen, where people irrespective of 

their caste, religion and social status sit together on the floor and have food. 

 The institution of Langar finds its roots in two teachings of Sikhism — ‘Kirat karo, naam japo, 

vand chako’ (work, pray, and share with others whatever you earn) and ‘Sangat aur pangat’ 

(eat sitting together in rows on the floor). 

 According to Paramvir Singh, professor, department of encyclopedia of Sikhism, Punjabi 

University, Patiala, the word ‘Langar’ has its origin in Persian, and means a public eating 

place where people, especially the needy, are given food. 

Langar and zero hunger goal: 

 Several Sikh organisations like Khalsa Aid, Langar Aid, Midland Langar Seva Society and 

others are now branching out to other countries where Langar is used to provide nutritious 

meals to the undernourished. 

 One such organisation is ‘Zero Hunger With Langar’ which is specifically working in two 

African countries — Malawi and Kenya — which are among the countries with the highest 

malnutrition rates among children and feature in the UN’s target list. 

 Founded in 2016, ‘Zero Hunger with Langar’, working under its parent body ‘Guru Nanak 

Nishkam Sewak Jatha’ based in the UK, is currently serving over 1.50 lakh meals a month to 

malnourished children in Malawi and nearly 8 lakh meals a month in Kenya. 

 The project in Kenya involves cultivating 300 acres of land and aim to serve 10 million meals 

a year. 

 Malawi is among the countries with the highest levels of malnutrition in the world where 

children are exploited for something as basic as food. They are made to work in return for 

food. 

 The project is now serving highly nutritious porridge meals with maize, soya etc. rich in 

carbohydrates and other vitamins, minerals to them. 

 Since 2016, more than 3 million meals are served in Malawi. Poor families here were just 

mixing water in maize flour and drinking it to fill their stomachs. 

Impact of the ‘Zero Hunger with Langar’ movement in Malawi: 
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 Attendance in primary schools and nurseries has improved considerably where more than 

90 per cent malnutrition-free across the centres in Malawi. 

 According to a UNICEF report published in 2018, In Malawi, malnutrition still remains a 

serious challenge and contributes to preventable children deaths. 

 Twenty-three per cent of all children deaths in Malawi are related to undernutrition. Four 

per cent of under-5 children here still suffer from acute malnutrition. 

 There is occurrence of anaemia in 64 per cent of children from 6 to 59 months. 

 Thirty-seven per cent children are affected by stunting and just 8 per cent children from 6 to 

23 months of age meet the minimum acceptable diet. 

Conclusion: 

Every person can learn a lot from the teachings of Guru Nanak Dev. Leaders of the world can also 

learn from his life and teachings so that meaningful dialogues between various communities can be 

initiated (especially in the conflict-ridden parts of the world). This will certainly propagate the ideas 

of peace, stability and cooperation, and make the world a better place to live in. 

The goal of gender justice goes beyond the precincts of the courts. Analyse in the 

backdrop of recent Sabarimala controversy.(250 words) 

Economictimes 
  
Why this question: 
The question is in the backdrop of the gender rights issue involved in the case of Sabarimala. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the case in detail and elaborate in what way the objective of gender justice goes beyond the 
boundaries of the court. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Explain first what Gender justice is. 
Body: 
First discuss what the objectives of gender justice are. Discuss that Gender justice seeks to achieve a 
life of dignity and freedom to women as a basic human right. It includes sharing of power and 
responsibility between women and men at home, in the workplace, and in the wider national and 
international communities. 
Mention about steps taken by the judiciary to achieve gender justice. 
Mention the limitations of judicial interventions and the need of reforms at the grassroots level for 
social transformation. 
Present statistics to discuss the current case India, explain the issue of Sabarimala. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with Need for social transformation for a just and equal society. 
Introduction:     

Gender justice seeks to achieve a life of dignity and freedom to women as a basic human right. It 

includes sharing of power and responsibility between women and men at home, in the workplace, 

and in the wider national and international communities. Gender justice is indispensable for 
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development, poverty reduction, and is crucial to achieving human progress. The Supreme Court 

recently asked the Kerala government to come out with an exclusive legislation regarding the 

administration of the historic Sabarimala temple. 

Body: 

Factors leading to gender imparity: 

 The unequal treatment of women by religion has exerted a very strong influence on every 

society’s gender norms. 

 All the key functions of organized religion, such as conducting religious ceremonies and 

heading the religious hierarchy, are reserved for men. No organized religion treats women 

equal to men. 

 Countries where the majority of inhabitants have no religious affiliation display the lowest 

levels of gender inequality, and countries with the highest levels of gender inequality are 

those with high levels of religious affiliation. 

 For millions of years, except in few matriarchal societies, the man has always been 

considered the head of the family. The provider-role he played was always seen superior to 

the nurturer-role that women played in a family. The man’s decision was always the final 

word. Gender parity was not a norm in families across societies. 

 Marriages in which the woman earned more were less likely in the first place and more likely 

to end in divorce. 

 Women who out-earned their husbands were more likely to seek jobs beneath their 

potential and do significantly more housework and child care than their husbands, perhaps 

to make their husbands feel less threatened. The norms in our families act as a huge 

deterrent to achieving gender parity. 

 Stereotypical thinking and Patriarchal mindset is the biggest challenge. 

 Declining child sex ratio (CSR), the practice of gender-biased sex selection, and child 

marriage. 

 Domestic violence against women is also high. 

 Women being exposed to violence by their partners 

 Judicial remedies or police reforms, though absolutely necessary, are mostly curative, rather 

than being preventive. 

 Benefits like maternity leave or related facilities will not be accessible to her in the informal 

sector 

Role of judiciary towards achieving gender justice: 

 Addressing sexual harassment at workplace: Supreme Court in a landmark judgement in the 

Vishakha and others v State of Rajasthan 1997 case gave ‘Vishakha guidelines’ which formed 

the basis for the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and 

Redressal) Act, 2013 (“Sexual Harassment Act”). 
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 Voluntary Health Association of Punjab vs. Union of India, 2013: Supreme Court issued 

guidelines for the effective implementation of Pre-conception and Pre-natal Diagnostic 

Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act, 1994. 

 Shayara Bano v. Union of India & Others. 2017: Supreme Court in a 3:2 majority judgement, 

held the practice of triple talaq as unconstitutional. 

 Recent Verdict: A 5-judge Constitution bench, headed by the then Chief Justice Ranjan 

Gogoi, in a 3:2 majority verdict, had referred to a larger 7-judge bench the pleas seeking 

review of its historic 2018 judgement allowing women and girls of all ages to enter Kerala’s 

Sabarimala temple, along with other contentious issues of alleged discrimination against 

Muslim and Parsi women. The top court had not stayed the 2018 verdict that had allowed 

entry of girls and women of all ages into Sabarimala temple. 

Challenges of judicial interventions: 

 Conflict between constitutional morality and customary morality: The ‘doctrine of 

essentiality’ allows courts taking upon themselves the responsibility of determining the 

essential and non-essential practices of a religion, which often creates a clash with religious 

beliefs and faith. 

 Addressing contentious issues may lead to judicial overreach: The Supreme Court had to 

modify its directions regarding formation of Family Welfare Committees, given in Rajesh 

Sharma v/s State of U.P, 2017 arguing that they are an extra-judicial authority, which cannot 

exercise powers and functions of police and court. 

 Opening up of Pandora’s Box: Judicial intervention in select cases would raise a demand for 

similar interventions against a number of unethical but permissive religious practices. 

 Enforceability of judicial orders: It becomes difficult to enforce the judicial orders in matters 

of faith and religion which are not aligned with public sentiments, as seen in the Sabarimala 

temple issue. 

 Inequality in judiciary: There are only three sitting women judges (8.8%) out of the total 

sanctioned strength of the apex court, 34. Hence, it has been alleged that the higher 

judiciary itself is not representative. 

Measures needed: 

 Increasing women’s economic independence through improving financial literacy, access to 

financial services and assisting women to develop their employment prospects. 

 Working with vulnerable populations to enable the realization of sexual and reproductive 

health and rights. 

 Skill development through life skills education for low-income women equipping them with 

knowledge, skills and an understanding of their rights and entitlements enabling them to 

manage their lives better. 

 Working on challenging socially constructed gender norms rooted in patriarchy that result in 

harm to all genders binary and non-binary (LGBTQAI+). 
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 Improving the prevention of violence and violence response systems through community-

based mechanisms and concerted sensitisation mechanisms. 

 Supporting the meaningful involvement of women and men affected by gender-based 

violence in the design and delivery of services and the advocacy and policy response through 

the provision of technical assistance. 

Conclusion: 

It is essential to not only ensure women and girls are free from violence but that they have the 

agency, autonomy and self-determination to reach their potential and lead lives they value. Ongoing 

campaigns in the media and concerted efforts at policy and legislature echo the sentiment of 

pushing through for a gender-equal world. Together, these, along with a plethora of micro 

approaches and varied collaborations, hold the promise of ecology where women and girls thrive. 
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Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

As highlighted by the All India Survey on Higher Education 2018-19, share of enrolled 

minorities still continue to be under-represented with respect to their share of the total 

population, discuss various factors responsible for such under-representation. Also 

suggest some measures to improve the same. (250 words). 
Introduction:   

All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) report for 2018-19 was recently released by the HRD 

ministry. The survey, undertaken as an annual, web-based, pan-India exercise on the status of 

Higher Education since 2010-11, covers all the Higher Educational Institutions in the country. The 

survey collects data on several parameters like teachers, student enrolment, programmes, 

examination results, education finance, infrastructure, etc. 

Body: 

Key findings related to minorities: 

 According to All India Survey on Higher Education 2018-19, south India has a higher per capita 

proportion of colleges compared to the rest of the country.  

 The share of enrolled minorities aged 18-24 has improved, but these communities continue to 

be underrepresented given their share of the total population in that age group.  

 4.9% students belong to Muslim Minority and 2.2% from other Minority Community. 

 Muslim Minority has more male students than females where as other Minority has more 

females than males. 

Various factors responsible for under-representation of enrolled minorities: 

 Poverty:  

 Poverty plays a major role in both exclusion and discrimination.  

 Poor families struggle to send their children to school and to provide support for their 

schooling when they do.  

 Children from poorer homes often also suffer nutritional deficiencies that have a direct 

impact on learning. 

 Inaccessibility:  

 A first basic cause for the exclusion is that children from minorities often suffer from a lack 

of access to schools, especially quality schools.  

 Despite the dramatic leap in access to schooling over the past decade, there remain very 

serious barriers to access to education, especially for areas with large populations from 

educationally underrepresented groups. 

 Poor Infrastructure:  
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 The lack of quality infrastructure, functional and secure toilets, and safe drinking water in 

schools in poorer areas represents a severe form of discrimination in education for children 

from socio-economically disadvantaged communities.  

 The lack of good libraries, laboratories, and learning supplies at school hits children from 

disadvantaged communities the hardest, as they generally will not have as many 

educational resources at home. 

 Social bias:  

 Social mores and biases also contribute in a serious way to discriminatory practices. For 

example, many communities believe that girls need not go through formal schooling. 

 Poor curriculum:  

 Curriculum and textbooks often also play a role. An analysis of the existing curricula, 

pedagogy or textbooks exhibits a biased picture of life where the view of the “powerful” 

prevails.  

 For example, the earning member of a family is almost always male in our textbooks; there 

are almost no references to people that are differently-abled.  

 Thus many of our classroom processes do not welcome or encourage children from 

disadvantaged or underrepresented communities. 

Measures needed: 

 Affirmative action and programmes are needed to increase enrolment of students who may 

have faced race, caste, gender, or geographical discrimination. 

 In addition, policies and schemes such as targeted scholarships, conditional cash transfers etc. 

can significantly increase participation of minorities in the higher education. 

 Reservations in higher education to minorities should be accompanied by structural changes like 

land reforms and an inclusive educational support systems. 

 The poor should get special weightage but a watchdog body should keep an eye on their 

progress. 

 More freedom to universities could help higher education 

 Course correction would be in the form of a regulatory body that has a vision for higher 

education, monitors quality, but allows universities to operate freely, instead of controlling them 

Conclusion: 

To ensure socio-economic-educational empowerment of minorities especially girls through 

'3Es- Education, Employment and Empowerment', various scholarships including pre-matric, post-

matric, merit-cum-means etc. should be provided. 

AYUSH, represent a pluralistic and integrative scheme of health services. Explain how 

AYUSH can play an important role in realizing the dream of ‘New India’ by providing 

quality healthcare and medical care for its citizens.(250 words) 

The hindu 
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Why this question: 
The Indian systems of medicine have been perennially neglected especially Ayurveda as an 
alternative medicine sector. However, that seems to be changing with the present government 
providing much-needed attention and resources towards this sector. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the Growing impetus to Indian systems of medicine, which comprises Ayurveda, Yoga and 
Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, and Homeopathy (AYUSH). 
And how AYUSH can play an important role in realizing the dream of ‘New India’ by providing quality 
healthcare and medical care for its citizens. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief narrate the significance of AYUSH. 
Body: 
Discuss the potential of AYUSH. 
With statistics repeatedly indicating that there is a severe shortage of doctors in India with a mere 80 
doctors per lakh population. AYUSH provides a way to increase healthcare access 
AYUSH presents an opportunity to realize the potential of medical pluralism in the current 
environment where prevention is emphasized along with curative aspects. 
AYUSH industry may create 26 mn jobs by 2020 according to Government reports. 
Given the rising popularity of AYUSH and alternative medicine, AYUSH could help boost medical 
tourism in India. 
Discuss challenges involved if any. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     

AYUSH is the acronym of the medical systems that are being practiced in India such as Ayurveda, 

Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy. These systems are based on definite medical 

philosophies and represent a way of healthy living with established concepts on prevention of 

diseases and promotion of health. The basic approach of all these systems on health, disease and 

treatment are holistic. 

Body: 

Role of AYUSH in realizing the dream of ‘New India’: 

 A number of initiatives to promote AYUSH have been recently announced. 

o Creation of AYUSH wings in defence and railway hospitals. 

o Providing soft loans and subsidies for the establishment of private AYUSH hospitals 

and clinics. 

o Establishing institutes of excellence in teaching and research in AYUSH. 

o 12,500 dedicated AYUSH health and wellness centers are planned to be set up under 

the Ayushman Bharat mission. 
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 AYUSH, represent a pluralistic and integrative scheme of health services. AYUSH can play an 

important role in realizing the dream of ‘New India’ by providing quality healthcare and 

medical care for its citizens. The ‘New India’ also needs to be a ‘Healthy India’ where its own 

traditional systems can play a significant role. 

 With statistics repeatedly indicating that there is a severe shortage of doctors in India with a 

mere 80 doctors per lakh population. AYUSH provides a way to increase healthcare access 

 AYUSH presents an opportunity to realize the potential of medical pluralism in the current 

environment where prevention is emphasized along with curative aspects. 

 AYUSH industry may create 26 mn jobs by 2020 according to Government reports. 

 Given the rising popularity of AYUSH and alternative medicine, AYUSH could help boost 

medical tourism in India. 

Challenges faced: 

 Non-integration into mainstream medicine: Our efforts to mainstream AYUSH medicine has 

been to regard that the major problem lies in the fact that there is a very less proportion of 

AYUSH in the present mix. Hence, the integration of AYUSH into the health-care system has 

been focused on having more AYUSH facilities or having them in the place where there 

aren’t any without worrying about the actual effectiveness of such a move. 

 Status gap: The subservient status of AYUSH has been the major hurdle. AYUSH has been 

fraught with multiple issues like including dishonest practices and claims by some AYUSH 

practitioners leading to the ridicule of AYUSH treatments and procedures by sceptics. The 

mindless cosmeticisation and export promotion of AYUSH products has led to a bad 

perception of AYUSH. 

 Historically, attempts at integration have been foiled by parties from both within and 

outside the AYUSH sector. In keeping with the recommendations of the Chopra Committee 

(1948), baby steps were taken to integrate the teaching of traditional and modern systems 

of medicines, proposals that were later scrapped. 

 The isolationist approach goes against the cherished ideal of modern medicine to embrace 

concepts that are backed by evidence. In the case of traditional medicine, an isolationist 

attitude could deter scientific scrutiny and block some potential value addition. 

 Quality standards of Medicines: Scientific validation of AYUSH has not progressed in spite of 

dedicated expenditure in past. 

 Lack of human resources: Practitioners are moving away from traditional system for better 

opportunities 

 The existing infrastructure remains under-utilized. 

 The 2013 Shailaja Chandra report on the status of Indian medicine and folk healing, 

commissioned by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, noted several instances in 

States where National Rural Health Mission-recruited AYUSH physicians were the sole care 

providers in PHCs and called for the appropriate skilling of this cadre to meet the demand 

for acute and emergency care at the primary level. 
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Way forward: 

 It is important to gather scientific evidence for the safety and efficacy of AYUSH medicines 

and practices. 

 Work towards capacity building and developing a critical mass of competent professionals in 

the AYUSH sector through quality education and training at national and international levels. 

 True integration of traditional and modern systems is the need of the hour. This would 

require a concerted strategy for facilitating meaningful cross-learning and collaboration 

between the modern and traditional systems on equal terms. 

 The Chinese experience of integrating Traditional Chinese Medicine with Western medicine 

makes for a good example. 

 An Indian parallel could envision the integration of education, research, and practice of both 

systems at all levels. This can include training of AYUSH practitioners in modern medicine 

through curriculum changes and vice versa. 

 Need to ensure substantial groundwork with respect to the prerequisites of an effective 

integration. 

 Building a strong traditional medicine evidence corpus. 

 Standardizing and regulating AYUSH practices and qualifications. 

 Delineating the relative strengths, weaknesses, and role of each system in an integrated 

framework. 

 Negotiating the philosophical and conceptual divergences between systems. 

 Addressing the unique issues associated with research into AYUSH techniques. 

 An integrated framework should create a middle path — fusing the two systems, while still 

permitting some autonomy for each. 

 Accordingly, a medium- and long-term plan for seamless integration should be developed 

expeditiously in view of the massive drive for achieving universal health care already 

underway in the country and considering the vast potential of AYUSH to contribute to this 

cause. 

Globally, thousands are succumbing to untreatable superbug infections on a daily basis, 

making antimicrobial resistance (AMR), one of the most significant challenges the world 

faces today. Discuss the underlying causes of such an issue and suggest way 

forward.(250 words) 
The hindu 
Why this question: 
Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is considered one of the most significant challenges the world faces 
today. The article highlights the major causative factors. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must explain the cause of such a health menace facing the world and the consequences of it. 
Directive: 
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Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief define what AMR is. 
Body: 
Discuss few facts about the menace. 
Then elaborate on the major causes – role of doctors in prescribing antibiotics, lack of cleanliness in 
hospitals and sanitation in the community, ill-informed patients, discontinuity in dosage etc. 
 Enumerate the result/consequence of these issues. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with suggestions as to what needs to be done. 
Introduction:     

The WHO defines antibiotic resistance (AMR) as a condition wherein microbes survive when exposed 

to the drug which would have normally caused them to die. Antibiotics that once cured ailments 

across the spectrum are now turning into a potential source of prolonged illness, disability and 

death. 

Body: 

Causes of AMR: 

 

Other causes: 
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 WHO survey shows that three quarters (75%) of respondents think, incorrectly, that colds 

and flu can be treated with antibiotics. 

 Discharge of antimicrobial waste into the environment from pharmaceutical industry. 

 Growing antibiotic use in the animal sector and increased demand for meat and poultry. 

 Nexus between doctors and pharmaceutical companies where doctors routinely receive 

compensation in exchange for antibiotic prescriptions. 

 Lack of new antibiotics being developed. 

 Poor infection control in hospitals and clinics. 

Concerns due to increase AMR: 

 Without concerted action, Drug-resistant diseases could cause 10 million deaths each year 

by 2050, and trigger an economic slowdown to rival the global financial crisis of 

2008.warned the UN Ad Hoc Interagency Coordinating Group on Antimicrobial Resistance in 

a report. 

 It added that by 2030, antimicrobial resistance could force up to 24 million people into 

extreme poverty. In the worst-case scenario, the world will lose 3.8% of its annual GDP by 

2050. 

 Currently, at least 7,00,000 people die each year due to drug-resistant diseases, including 

2,30,000 people who die from multidrug-resistant tuberculosis. 

 It also noted that more and more common diseases, including respiratory tract infections, 

sexually transmitted infections and urinary tract infections, are becoming untreatable. 

 Lifesaving medical procedures are becoming riskier, and food systems are getting 

increasingly precarious. A very significant part of out-of-pocket expenditure on health care is 

on medicines. The ineffective drugs and/or second line expensive antibiotics is pushing the 

treatment costs higher. 

 The report noted that the world is already feeling the economic and health consequences as 

crucial medicines become ineffective. 

 Without investment from countries in all income brackets, future generations will face the 

disastrous impacts of uncontrolled antimicrobial resistance. 

Steps taken to deal with the menace: 

 Indian Association of Paediatrics, the Global Antibiotic Resistance Partnership, and the 

Chennai Declaration have helped build awareness about the problem. 

 To prevent over-the-counter (OTC) sales of antibiotics, the Central Drugs Standard Control 

Organization (CDSCO) order prohibits medical stores from selling 24 key antibiotics without 

a doctor’s prescription. 

 ICMR has set up National Anti-Microbial Surveillance Network for understanding of 

mechanisms of resistance. 
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 National Policy for Containment of Antimicrobial Resistance (2011), to address the problem 

of multi-drug resistance. 

 India developed National Action Plan to combat Antimicrobial Resistance as part of India’s 

commitment to the WHO’s Global Action Plan. 

Steps needed to fight AMR: 

 Rationalizing antibiotic use to limit antibiotic resistance in India. 

 Improving regulation of drug production and sales 

 Better managing physician compensation 

 Encouraging behavior change among doctors and patients are of immediate priority. 

 Regulation of the e-Pharmacies which gives an easy access to drugs. 

 Improved management of the health care delivery systems, both public and private, will 

minimize conditions favourable for the development of drug resistance. 

 Improved awareness of antimicrobial resistance through effective communication. WHO’s 

World Antibiotic Awareness Week is one such event. 

 Reducing the incidence of infection through effective infection prevention and control. As 

stated by WHO, making infection prevention and hand hygiene a national policy priority. 

 Discourage non-therapeutic use of antimicrobial agents in veterinary, agriculture and 

fishery practices as growth-promoting agents. 

 Promoting investments for antimicrobial resistance activities, research and innovations 

 Strengthening India’s commitment and collaborations on antimicrobial resistance at 

international, national and sub-national levels. 

 Regulate the release of antibiotic waste from pharmaceutical production facilities and 

monitoring antibiotic residues in wastewater. 

Conclusion: 

Anti-Microbial Resistance is not a country specific issue but a global concern that is jeopardizing 

global health security. Antimicrobial resistance is one of the major public health problems. Reducing 

the incidence of infection through effective infection prevention and control.  As stated by WHO, 

making infection prevention and hand hygiene a national policy priority is need of the hour. 

Rising political discourse over the issues of nationalism and national security have 

pushed other vital issues such as health, education and the environment to the 

background. Critically analyse the statement with suitable justifications.(250 words) 
The hindu 
Why this question: 
The article weighs the pros and cons of national security being at the centre of developmental 
agenda and the cost that it imposes upon other factors of development such as in the issues of 
health, education and the environment. 
Key demand of the question: 
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One must use hints from the article and explain with examples in what way everything else goes at 
the altar of national security. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief narrate why the concept of national security is often emotive in nature. 
Body: 
Explain that nationalism, religious identity, terrorism, national security; and so on have a heightened 
priority in the country to such an extent that it catastrophically pushes under the carpet the most 
vital issues of development: health, education and the environment. 
Use suitable examples; the 2019 elections had the focus around Pulwama, Balakot and Pakistan 
terror attacks. 
Even after the Lok Sabha elections, the discourse on national security has only hardened with the 
National Register of Citizens (NRC), Kashmir (note: not the plight of Kashmiris), Article 370, and 
Pakistan (still) dominating the news space. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that it’s high time for the development agenda to shift its focus to key parameters of 
development such as health, education and the environment. 
Introduction:     

Human development and ecology have always been given the short shrift in India. Offlate, there is 

an increased emphasis on nationalism, religious identity, terrorism and national security. This 

discourse of nationalism and national security catastrophically pushes under the carpet the most 

vital issues of development: health, education and the environment. 

Body: 

Emphasis on national security and other issues: 

 The discourse on national security has only hardened with the National Register of Citizens 

(NRC), Kashmir (note: not the plight of Kashmiris), Article 370, and Pakistan (still) dominating 

the news space. 

 The discourse on national security has only hardened with the National Register of Citizens 

(NRC), Kashmir (note: not the plight of Kashmiris), Article 370, and Pakistan (still) dominating 

the news space. 

 An analysis done by political satirist Ramit Verma showed that of the 202 popular prime-

time news debates across four major Hindi channels till October 19, at least 79 were about 

attacking Pakistan; 66 about attacking the Opposition; 36 about praising the Prime Minister 

and the ruling party; and 14 about Ram Mandir. 

Neglect of health, education and environment: 

 The GHI 2019 notes that India’s child wasting rate is at 20.8%, “the highest wasting rate of 

any country” for which data is available. Its child stunting rate, at 37.9%, is also categorised 

as “very high”. 
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 The government, rather than taking up these issues on a war footing, dismissed the GHI as 

an inadequate representation of India’s data in 2017. 

 An IndiaSpend report also said that India has the unhealthiest work force in South Asia, and 

its human capital rank was 158th out of 195 countries (with only a marginal improvement 

from 162 in 1990). 

 India’s public spending on health and education has been abysmal (despite superficial 

programmes with meagre actual funding ke Ayushman Bharat and Beti Bachao, Beti 

Padhao), the prime cause for its poor human capital. 

 1,02,677 children (under five) died from easily preventable diarrhoeal diseases in 2017, or 

that 8,75,659 children (under five) were killed by communicable, neonatal and nutritional 

diseases. 

 The burden of deaths from diseases like cardiovascular ones has drastically increased from 

about 13 lakh in 1990 to 26.32 lakh in 2017. 

 The current dystopian visions emanating from New Delhi’s unprecedented climate 

emergency are the singular example of the apathy. 

 This is when latest studies indicate that life expectancy in North India will likely reduce by 

seven years because of air pollution. 

Conclusion: 

A nation that is in a state of suspended animation looking out for both external and internal enemies 

cannot afford to talk about the state of its citizens. 

There is urgency to develop and implement multi-sectorial strategies to combat the 

growing epidemic of prevalence of Diabetes. Provide for a detailed analysis. (250 

words) 

The hindu 
Why this question: 
The article discusses high prevalence of Diabetes in India on the occasion of world Diabetes day. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the alarming health epidemic of Diabetes that India is facing. And what steps are to be taken 
to overcome the issue and put a control on the rising numbers.  
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.  
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
The ninth edition of the IDF Diabetes Atlas offers projections that continue to put India at the second 
slot right up to 2045. And the numbers are staggering just over 134 million Indians will be diabetics in 
the next 25 years. 
Body: 
Narrate the context of question with suitable facts first. 
Explain the causative factors that have led to such a health state in the country.  
Discuss what needs to be done? 
Suggest solutions. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude that Diabetes, being a lifestyle disorder with multidimensional causative factors, definitely 
needs a multidimensional approach. 
Introduction:     

Diabetes is a metabolic disease or a condition in which the glucose levels in the blood will be high 

over a prolonged period of time. In other words, it can be defined as a condition that occurs when 

the body cannot efficiently make use of glucose that serves as a source of energy for body cells. 

Blood sugar levels are controlled by a hormone called insulin. 

Body: 

Situation in India: 

 One in six people with diabetes in the world is from India. 

 The numbers place the country among the top 10 countries for people with diabetes, 

coming in at number two with an estimated 77 million diabetics. 

 Prevalence of diabetes in India has been recorded at 11.8% in the last four years with almost 

same percentage of men and women suffering from the disease. 

 The prevalence of diabetes among males was 12%, whereas among females it was 11.7%. 

Highest prevalence of diabetes (13.2%) was observed in the 70-79 years’ age group. 

 The ninth edition of the IDF Diabetes Atlas offers projections that continue to put India at 

the second slot right up to 2045. And the numbers are staggering — just over 134 million 

Indians will be diabetics in the next 25 years. 

 India is on the top of the table of a clutch of countries in from southeast Asia — Bangladesh, 

Sri Lanka, Nepal and Mauritius. Bangladesh, which is second on the list of top five countries 

with diabetes (20-79 years), however, has only 8.4 million diabetics. 

Causes: 

 Even among the urban poor, the physical activity is decreasing and calorie intake through 

the junk food is increasing. For e.g. most of them prefer to use 2-wheelers now rather than 

walk or cycle. 

 Migrants from rural areas to cities have been found to be adopting to the urban lifestyle 

which promotes physical inactivity and high calorie food intake. 

 A study conducted found that people of lower socio-economic status in urban areas had 

diabetes due to an increasing sedentary life, consumption of carbohydrates, and lower 

intake of fruits and vegetables. 

 Another factor was environmental pollution, as a majority of their homes faced the road.” 

 Most of the urban poor don’t go for regular medical or health check-ups, result of which is 

that early symptoms of diabetes are neglected and no preventive measures are taken 

Consequences: 

 The treatment for the diabetes is expensive one (at least Rs 40 per day) and cannot be 

afforded by most of the urban poor. 
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 It leads to the high out-of-pocket expenditure for those who decide to undergo treatment. 

 It is also leading to more numbers of premature deaths among the urban poor. 

 It is leading to high number of mortality rate among the urban poor compared to other 

urban citizens. 

 The social cost due to death of an earning person by diabetes cannot even be measured as it 

hampers or halts the overall progress of the whole family or persons dependent on them. 

Measures to combat Diabetes: 

 Health promotion, awareness generation and promotion of healthy lifestyle: 

 Given that the major determinants to hypertension, obesity, high blood glucose and high 

blood lipid levels are unhealthy diet, physical inactivity, stress and consumption of tobacco 

and alcohol, awareness will be generated in the community to promote healthy life style 

habits. 

 For such awareness generation and community education, various strategies will be devised 

/formulated for behavior change and communication by inter personal communication (IPC), 

involvement of various categories of mass media, civil society, community based 

organization, panchayats/local bodies, other government departments and private sector. 

 The focus of health promotion activities will be on: 

o Increased intake of healthy foods 

o Sugar and sweet reduction 

o Increased physical activity/regular exercise 

o Avoidance of tobacco and alcohol 

o Reduction of obesity 

o Stress management 

o Awareness about warning signs of cancer etc. 

o Regular health check-up 

 Screening and early detection: 

o Screening and early detection of non-communicable diseases especially diabetes, 

high blood pressure and common cancers would be an important component. 

o The suspected cases will be referred to higher health facilities for further diagnosis 

and treatment. 

o The screening of the urban slum population would be carried out by the local 

government/municipalities in cities with population of more than 1 million. 

o The ANMs will be trained for conducting screening so that the same can be also 

conducted at sub centre level. Each district will be linked to nearby tertiary cancer 
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care (TCC) facilities to provide referral and outreach services. The suspected cases 

will be referred to District Hospital and tertiary cancer care (TCC) facilities. 

 Timely, affordable and accurate diagnosis. 

 Access to affordable treatment. 

 Establishment/Strengthening of Health infrastructure 

o Community health centres and district hospitals would be supported for prevention, 

early detection and management of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases and 

Stroke. 

o Support would be provided for establishing NCD clinics and strengthening laboratory 

at Community health centres and district hospitals. 

o Financial support for the essential contractual staff such as doctors and nurses at 

these units would also be provided under the programme. 

 Human Resource development: 

o Under NPCDCS, health professionals and health care providers at various levels of 

health care would be trained for health promotion, NCD prevention, early detection 

and management of Cancer, Diabetes, CVDs and Stroke. 

 Miscellaneous services: 

o Financial support would be provided to district and CHC/FRU/PHC for procurement 

of screening devices, essential drugs, consumables, transport of referral cases as per 

the details annexed for treatment of Cancer, Diabetes, CVDs and Stroke. 

 Awareness 

o It is the first step to any kind of change. More funding for research, better public 

support for legislation issues. More understanding and empathy. Less blame and 

shame. 

 Education 

o It is one of the key components in ensuring better treatment and control of 

diabetes. 

o There is also evidence to show that increasing knowledge regarding diabetes and its 

complications has significant benefits including increase in compliance to treatment, 

thereby decreasing the complications associated with diabetes. 

 Community involvement: 

o The government, non-governmental organisations (NGOs), the medical community 

and diabetics will have to join hands to ensure that community involvement is 

encouraged. 

o Better access to nutritious food and facilities for physical recreational activities, 

more long-term policy interventions that go beyond packaging and advertising of 
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fast food as well as health care policies along with peaceful life approach would help 

in containing the spread of diabetes in the country at an alarming rate in the country 

Conclusion: 

Diabetes is emerging as life threatening disease not only in rich families but also in poor and low 

income families. Holistic approach is needed to control the spread and extent of it. Concentrated 

efforts by government through strengthening ground level health delivery system and active 

engagement of NGOs is required to resolved the menace of diabetes. 

Educated mothers are the best nutritional interventions to cure the problems of 

stunting and wasting among children. Comment. (250 words) 

The hindu 
Why this question: 
The article brings out the highlights of the Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey (CNNS) report, 
brought out recently by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question pertains to ascertain the significance of Educated mothers in curing the problems of 
nutrition among children. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief bring out the current status of nutrition among children in India as highlighted by the recent 
survey. 
Body: 
First discuss the role of educated mothers – Stunting among children less than four years came down 
from 46% to 19%, a whopping 27% points decline, when maternal education went up from 
illiteracy/no schooling to 12 years of schooling completed. This phenomenal decline was also true for 
the number of underweight children. 
Explain the significance of education among mothers and their impact on the nutritional aspect of 
children. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the education of parents, especially females, in the rural and semi-urban areas should 
be promoted and given due importance. The focus of all these programs should be the mother in 
terms of security, employment, literacy, justice, healthcare, food, shelter, and social equality. 
Introduction:     

Malnutrition in India also persists because of the age-old patterns of social and economic exclusion. 

According to UNICEF, 38% of children younger than five years of age in India are stunted, a 

manifestation of chronic undernutrition. Stunting and other forms of under-nutrition are thought to 

be responsible for nearly half of all child deaths globally. Pan-India study of 1.2 lakh children by 

Health and Family Welfare Ministry shows children received better diets with higher levels of 

schooling among mothers. Maternal education accounted for about 12% of the gender related 

factors attributing to malnutrition. 

Body: 

Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey (CNNS): 
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 The survey was conducted between 2016 and 2018 by the Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare, with the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the Population Council of 

India. 

 The CNNS is the first survey to give detailed nutrition information of children between 5 and 

14 years, and to study over nutrition and markers of Non Communicable Diseases (NCDs) in 

children. 

Findings of the CNNS: 

 Between 2005-06 and 2015-16, child stunting and the condition of being underweight 

declined by 10% and 7% points, respectively. In wasting, the decline was a paltry 1% point. 

 Stunting: 

o Stunting, or low height-for-age, is a sign of chronic undernutrition that reflects 

failure to receive adequate nutrition over a long period and is also affected by 

recurrent and chronic illness. 

o In the CNNS, 35% of Indian children aged 0–4 years were stunted 

o A higher prevalence of stunting in under-fives was found in rural areas (37%) 

compared to urban areas (27%). 

 Wasting: 

o Wasting, or low weight-for-height, is a measure of acute undernutrition and 

represents the failure to receive adequate nutrition leading to rapid weight loss or 

failure to gain weight normally. Wasting may result from inadequate food intake or 

from a recent episode of illness causing weight loss. 

o Overall, 17% of Indian children age 0–4 years was wasted. 

o A higher proportion of children under five years of age in the poorest wealth quintile 

were wasted (21%) compared to those in the highest wealth quintile (13%). 

 Underweight: 

o Underweight, or low weight-forage, is a composite index that takes into account 

both acute and chronic undernutrition. 

o 33% of Indian children aged 0–4 years were underweight. 

o Rural areas had higher prevalence of underweight in children under five (36%) 

compared to urban areas (26%). 

o Scheduled tribes had the highest prevalence of underweight (42%) as compared to 

scheduled castes (36%), other backward classes (33%), and other groups (27%). 

 Malnutrition: 

o It refers to deficiencies, excesses or imbalances in a person’s intake of energy and/or 

nutrients. The condition encompasses both undernutrition and overweight and 

obesity. 

 Overweight and obesity: 
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o The high weight-for-height, reflect body weight that is higher than what is 

considered a healthy weight for a given height. 

o About 5% of children and adolescents, 5-19 years, were overweight, the survey 

found. 

 Anaemia: 

o Overall, 41% of pre-schoolers aged 1–4 years, 24% of school-age children aged 5–9 

years and 28% of adolescents aged 10–19 years had some degree of anaemia 

o The prevalence of anaemia varied by the schooling status of children and 

adolescents. Compared to those currently in school, anaemia prevalence was higher 

among out of school children aged 5 to 9 years (32% vs. 23%) and adolescents aged 

10–19 years (36% vs. 26%). 

o The prevalence of anaemia decreased with a higher level of mother’s schooling 

among both school-age children and adolescents 

Measures needed: 

 A decentralized approach should be promoted with greater flexibility and decision making at 

the state, district and local levels. 

 The ownership of Panchayati Raj and urban local bodies is to be strengthened over nutrition 

initiatives. 

 Mothers should be made aware of the right nutrition their child will need to stay strong and 

healthy. 

 Anganwadi workers, ANMs and ASHAs should be educated and help educate the mothers 

about motherhood, sexual practices, hygiene and sanitation in the rural areas. 
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 Providing sexual health education to the adolescent females and mothers to be. 

 Stunting among children under four years came down from 46% to 19%, a whopping 27% 

points decline, when maternal education went up from illiteracy/no schooling to 12 years of 

schooling completed. 

 Ending open defecation and enhancing access to safe water and sanitation are indeed 

appropriate policy goals, which need to be sustained. 

 Dietary diversity is important to move away from the present focus on rice and wheat, which 

studies denounce as ‘staple grain fundamentalism,’ of Public Distribution System (PDS), to a 

more diversified food basket, with an emphasis on coarse grains. 

 Maintaining clean and hygienic environment along with active care seeking behaviour for 

common childhood diseases helps to ensure rapid healthy growth in early childhood. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, maternal education has definite and significant effect on nutritional status of children. This is 

the key factor to be addressed for prevention or improvement of childhood malnutrition. For this it 

is imperative to launch sustainable programs at national and regional level to uplift women 

educational status to combat this ever increasing burden of malnutrition. 

Evaluate the adverse effects of junk food on human health and discuss the significant 

role of institutions and the government in drafting Laws for Junk Food Regulation.(250 

words) 

Reference 
  
Why this question: 
Draft regulations have been released by the FSSAI (The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India) 
known as the Food Safety and Standards (Safe food and healthy diets for school children) Regulation, 
2019. This has been drafted to ensure that children acclimatize and adapt healthy eating as a part of 
their daily habit.  
Key demand of the question: 
The question is in the backdrop of Food Safety and Standards (Safe food and healthy diets for school 
children) Regulation, 2019. And the status of health of children in the country owing to increased 
consumption of Junk food. 
Directive: 
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgment about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth 
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief explain what junk food is. 
Body: 
A food is classified as junk if it doesn’t offer any or has very little nutritional benefits and is generally 
high in sugar or fat. The junk foods are also observed to be very low in fibre and very high in calories.  
Then move on to explain the adverse effects of junk food on human health. 
Discuss the prevailing laws to regulate the same. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting what should be the way forward. 
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Introduction:     

In a welcome step, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has notified a draft 

regulation aimed at prohibiting the sale and advertisement of food rich in fat, sugar and salt to 

schoolchildren inside the school premises and within 50 m around it. Generally, a food is classified 

as junk if it doesn’t offer any or has very little nutritional benefits and is generally high in sugar or 

fat. The junk foods are also observed to be very low in fibre and very high in calories. It comes in 

response to the 2015 order from the Delhi High Court directing the central agency to frame norms to 

promote healthy diets in schools. 

Body: 

FSSAI regulations: 

 Ban on advertising and sales: It prohibits the sale and advertisement of food rich in fat, 

sugar, and salt to schoolchildren inside the school premises and within 50 m around it. 

 Promote a balanced diet: It requires schools to simultaneously encourage and promote a 

safe and balanced diet. 

 No branding: Food companies are prohibited from using their logos, brand names and 

product names on books and other educational materials, as well as on school property such 

as buildings, buses, and athletic fields. 

 Healthy Diet: The agency recommends the use of a combination of whole grains, milk, eggs, 

and millets. 

 Guidelines for food products: It also listed a set of general guidelines for the selection of 

food products that can be offered in schools. 

Adverse effects of junk food on human health: 

 Regular consumption of such food will deprive the body of essential nutrients such as 

minerals, vitamins, healthy fats, and protein. 

 Their regular consumption will have debilitating effects on the physical and mental health 

during the long run. 

 Most of the junk foods are highly processed, which indicates that they’re high in sugar, salt 

and fat. This results in a higher risk of obesity. 

 The side-effects of eating junk food are all interlinked. Regular consumption results in the 

unhealthy fat getting deposited, leading to plaque build-up, while consecutively lowering the 

metabolism of the body. This, thus lowers the rate of breakdown of fat by the body, leading 

to obesity and cardiovascular diseases. 

 The high salt content present as a preservative and stabilizer in most of the junk food causes 

an increase in blood pressure, resulting in high blood pressure and can even cause strokes. 

High blood pressure places a lot of stress on the heart resulting in heart problems and 

making consumers susceptible to hypertension too. 

 The additional salt in the blood would result in a shift of the water from the cells to the body 

fluid, which often causes a build-up of fluid in the brain thereby causing seizures. The junk 
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foods have also been found to have adverse effects on the cognitive development in 

children thereby not letting them develop to their fullest potential. 

 Most of the junk foods have been found to contain carcinogens, which can potentially cause 

cancer. 

 Conditions such as obesity result in the individual developing psychological issues such as 

depression and social stigma, which result in a loss of self-confidence. 

Significant role of institutions and the government in drafting Laws for Junk Food Regulation: 

There are certain laws which govern the safety of food products for consumption such as: 

 Prevention of Food Adulteration Act, 1954: Ensures prevention of adulteration of food 

products. 

 Food Safety and Standards (FSS) Act, 2006: Formulates the regulations regarding the 

standards and guidelines with respect to the food and the systems to enforce the standards 

given. 

 Fruit Products Order,1955: To ensure maintenance of sanitary and hygienic conditions 

during the manufacturing of fruit and vegetable products. 

 Vegetable Oil Products (Control) Order, 1947: Vegetable Oil Products (Control) Order, 1947 

along with Vegetable Oil Products (Standards of Quality) Order, 1975 have been replaced by 

a single Order called “Vegetable Oil Products (Regulation) Order, 1998.” It holds the 

responsibility to lay the standards for the oil products’ quality during the manufacturing 

process. The Directorate of Vanaspati, Vegetable Oils and Fats holds the responsibility for 

implementation of the standards of quality of the vegetable oil product. 

 Meat Food Products Order, 1973: Lays the limit for the heavy metals, insecticides residues, 

preservatives, and hormones present in the meat products. It also enlists the sanitary 

standards for the various meat products and is propagated by the provisions of the Essential 

Commodities Act, 1955. 

 Food Safety and Standards (Packaging and Labelling) Regulations, 2011: Requires the 

labelling of every ingredient which is responsible for characterising the food product, and is 

expected to be present in the food product by the customer, whose omission could be 

considered as deceit of the customers. 

Way forward: 

 The onus of inculcating healthy eating habits also starts at home. 

 Besides taking steps to reduce the intake of unhealthy food, both schools and parents 

should ensure children get adequate physical activity, which is increasingly being neglected 

for various reasons. 

 It is a combination of healthy food and regular physical activity that will go a long way in 

bringing up healthier children. 

Conclusion: 
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Growing up on junk food will lead to improper cognitive development in children, and result in lack 

of well-rounded intelligent individuals which is very important for a country like India which is 

banking on their demographic dividend for development. Therefore, the focus of the entire draft is 

to ensure a healthy future for the children as their health is of primary concern. 

India has been successful in increasing access to school, but now the focus must shift to 

quality, assess the statement in the backdrop of ‘learning poverty’ and elaborate. (250 

words) 

The hindu 
Why this question: 
The article discusses World Bank’s efforts to address the issue of learning poverty. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to explain the scenario of learning poverty in the country. And need to improve the quality 
condition of the education system in the country. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief define what learning poverty is. 
Body: 
More than half of all 10-year-olds in low- and middle-income countries cannot read and understand 
the basic books relevant to their age. This, often termed learning poverty, is a sign of the global 
learning crisis that stifles the opportunities and aspirations of hundreds of millions of children. 
As the largest financier of education in low-and middle-income countries, the World Bank Group is 
working towards reducing the global level of learning poverty by 50 % by the year 2030. 
State the Significance of improved reading ability. 
Discuss the associated concerns. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:  

The Right-to-Education Act in India has been successful in increasing coverage and access to 
school education. The ASER report by NGO Pratham shows the prevalence of learning deficit and 
the poverty of basic reading and arithmetic skills among students in Indian schools. 

A World Bank study also found that more than half of all 10-year-olds in low- and middle-income 
countries cannot read and understand the basic books relevant to their age. This shows the lack of 
quality in education system despite access to education. This, often termed learning poverty, is a 
sign of the global learning crisis that stifles the opportunities and aspirations of hundreds of millions 
of children. 

Body: 

Importance of eradicating ‘Learning Poverty’: 
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Learning to read is an important skill as it opens a world of possibilities and it is the foundation on 
which other essential learning like numeracy and science is built. It is key to helping children achieve 
their potential. 

 It is key to eliminating poverty in general and boosting shared prosperity and more equitable 
growth. 

 The learning crisis wastes the children’s potential and also hurts entire economies. 

 It will negatively impact future workforces and economic competitiveness — as the World 
Bank’s Human Capital Index shows that, globally, the productivity of the average child born 
today is expected to be only 56% of what it would be if countries invested enough in health 
and education. 

 Over the last several years, progress in reducing learning poverty has been stagnant. 

 Globally between 2000 and 2017, there has only been a 10% improvement in learning 
outcomes for primary school-aged children. 

 If the current pace continues, 43% of 10-year-olds will not be able to read in 2030  

The reasons for poor learning outcomes in India are  

 Infrastructure deficit: 

o Dilapidated structures, single-room schools, lack of drinking water facilities, separate 
toilets and other educational infrastructure is a grave problem. 

 Corruption and leakages: 

o The transfer of funds from the central to state to local governments to school leads 
to involvement of many intermediaries. 

o The fund transfer is drastically reduced by the time it reaches the true beneficiaries. 

o High rates of corruption and leakages plague the system, undermine its legitimacy 
and harm the many thousands of honest headmasters and teachers. 

 Quality of Teachers: 

o Lack of well trained, skilled and knowledgeable teachers which provide the 
foundation for a high quality education system. 

o Teacher shortages and poorly qualified teachers are both a cause and effect of 
poorly paid and managed teaching cadres. 

 Non-Academic burden: 

o The teachers are overburdened with senseless reports and administrative workload. 
This eats into the time which is necessary for teaching. 

o A study by the National Institute of Education Planning and Administration 
(NIEPA) revealed that teachers spend only around 19 percent of their time 
teaching while the rest is spent mostly on non-teaching administrative work. 

 Poor salary: 
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o Teachers are paid miserly salaries which affect their interest and dedication to work. 
They will look for other avenues like tuitions or coaching centers and coax the 
students to attend it. 

o This has dual effect, firstly the quality of teaching in schools drop and secondly, the 
poor students are forced to spend money despite constitutional provision of free 
education. 

 Teacher Absenteeism: 

o Absence of teachers during school hours is rampant. The lack of accountability and 
poor governance structures add to the woes. 

 Lack of Accountability: 

o School Management Committees are largely dysfunctional. Many exist solely on 
paper. 

o Parents are often not aware of their rights and if they are it is difficult for them to 
make their voice heard. 

 High drop-out rates: 

o The drop-out rates in schools, especially girls, is very high. 

o Many factors like poverty, patriarchal mindset, lack of toilets in schools, distance to 
schools and cultural elements lead to children dropping out from education. 

 School closure: 

o Many schools are closed to low student strength, lack of teachers and infrastructure. 
The competition posed by private schools is also a major challenge to government 
schools. 

 The situation of Education quality can be improved as follows   

 Teachers must only teach: 

 Employ young people, equip them with a tablet computer and let them be cluster 
administrators. One cluster of schools consists of around ten schools. 

 The cluster administrators will overtake the administrative tasks and ensure that teachers 
and headmasters can focus on academic work. 

 Better policies like transparent transfer mechanisms, which urgently need upscaling and 
strengthening. After adequate teacher positioning, school autonomy and teacher 
collaborations have demonstrated in many pilots to be the catalyst that transforms the 
education system. 

 Teacher’s own collectives or networks built collaborations and institutional capacities of 
teachers. 

 Digitization: 

 Create a single-window system for infrastructure and mainstream fund-flows: In Bihar, 
only around 10 percent of the schools fulfils infrastructure norms. A study revealed that files 
for renovating schools often go on a two-year journey through various departments. 

 The same can be applied for teacher salaries and school funds. These can be transferred 
directly from the State to the teachers and schools. There is no need to involve the District 
or Block in this process. 
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 Leveraging the audio-visual edutainment to make education more interesting and easier to 
understand for the children. This will improve the quality as well as reduce the drop-out 
rates. 

 Implementing bio-metric attendance for teachers and students for every class can help 
reduce absenteeism. 

 Empower School Management Committees by using mobile phones: 

o To develop a system that facilitates School Management Committee members by 
fostering democratic accountability. 

o Social audits should also be carried out for effective functioning. 

 The Government must insist on fixing teachers’ accountability in public schools and learning 
outcome-based recognition for all schools, be it public or private schools. 

 Better pre-service teacher training coupled with transparent and merit-based 
recruitments is a lasting solution for teacher quality. 

 Improve the quality of teacher education by making teacher training mandatory. 
Example: National Council for Teacher Education Act amendment bill, Diksha portal to 
train teachers. 

 Increase the public spending on education to 6% of GDP as recommended by many 
committees like the recent TSR Subramaniam committee. 

 Teachers are rarely reprimanded for non-performance, while there are recommendations 
for removal of non-detention policy. The blame is squarely on the children; such an attitude 
must be wiped out. 

 Teachers’ efficiency will improve with administrative incentives, better pay and a 
systematic change in the professional development of this cohort. 

 Education policy in India is focused on inputs rather than learning outcomes; It has a strong 
elitist bias in favour of higher education as opposed to primary or secondary education. This 
needs a change by coming out with a new policy. 

Way forward: 

 Eliminating learning poverty must be a priority, just like ending hunger and extreme poverty 
for it will help unleash the potential of the children. 

 There is an opportunity to increase the rate of improvement in learning outcomes given that 
the children who will turn 10 in 2030 will be born in 2020. 

 There is a need to triple the rate of progress worldwide. This is achievable as demonstrated 
by the top-performing countries between 2000 and 2015. 

 The target should be to promote reading proficiency in primary schools. 

 Policies should include providing detailed guidance and practical training for teachers, 
ensuring access to more and better age-appropriate texts, and teaching children in the 
language they use at home. 

 There needs to be an integrated approach to improve entire education systems, so 
advancements in literacy can be sustained and scaled up. That means making sure children 
come to school prepared and motivated to learn, teachers are effective and valued and have 
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access to technology, classrooms provide a well-equipped space for learning, schools are 
safe and inclusive and education systems are well-managed. 

 There is a need for continued research and innovation, and the smart use of new 
technologies on how to build foundation skills. 

Conclusion: 

Cutting learning poverty in half by 2030 must only be an intermediate goal. The ambition 
must be to bring that number to zero. India’s decision to join the Programme for International 
Student Assessment and the merger of schemes under Samagra Shiksha are encouraging signs that 
India is moving in this direction. Innovative digital interventions to improving the teacher and 
education quality along with proper governance structure can help achieve the true objectives of 
the Right to Education as a fundamental right of every child. 

International Case studies: 

 In Kenya, the government’s national reading programme has more than tripled the 
percentage of grade two students reading at an appropriate level. This was accomplished 
through technology-enabled teacher coaching, teacher guides, and delivering one book per 
child. 

 In Vietnam, a lean, effective curriculum ensures that the basics are covered, there is deep 
learning of fundamental skills, and all children have reading materials. Learning outcomes of 
Vietnamese students in the bottom 40% of the income ladder are as high, or higher, than the 
average student in high-income countries. 

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens 

charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures. 

Discuss some of the recent measures taken by GOI for reforming governance that can 

potentially transform India. (250 words). 
Yojana September 2019 edition – REFORMING GOVERNANCE 
Why this question: 
The question is based on the article from Yojana that highlights the measures taken by the GOI for 
reforming governance. 
Key demand of the question: 
Straight away list down the reforms taken by the GOI to ensure better governance to transform 
India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief explain the importance of Governance in general. 
Body: 
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Take hints from the article and cover various aspects of Governance under which the government has 
taken steps to reform – Cooperative and Competitive Federalism, Direct Benefit Transfer and Use of 
Aadhaar, Outcome Based Monitoring, E – Governance etc. 
Explain any challenges if any involved. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of such reforms. 
 

Introduction:   

Governance relates to management of all such processes that, in any society, define the 

environment which permits and enables individuals to their raise their capability levels, on one 

hand, and provide opportunities to realise their potential and enlarge the set of available choices, on 

the other. 

Body: 

 Cooperative and Competitive Federalism:  

 Ever since the inception of NITI Aayog replacing Planning Commission from January 1, 2015, 

there has been a renewed thrust on Centre State relations through cooperative    federalism    

recognising that   strong   States   make   a   strong Nation. 

 A   number   of   initiatives   have   been taken to foster cooperative federalism through 

structured support initiatives and mechanisms of engagement with the States/Union 

Territories (UTs) on a continuous basis.  

 These    include    meetings    between Prime Minister/Cabinet Ministers with all   Chief   

Ministers;   sub-groups   of Chief Ministers on subjects of national importance;  sharing  of  

best  practices; policy support and capacity development of State/UT functionaries;   

Aspirational   Districts Program  for  development  of  115  most backward    districts;    

theme    based extensive    engagements    in    various sectors;  framing  model  laws  for  

land leasing   and   agriculture   marketing reforms: and area specific interventions    for    

North    Eastern, Himalayan States, and Island development. 

 Direct Benefit Transfer and Use of Aadhaar:  

 With Aadhaar now firmly in place especially in targeted delivery of subsidies.  

 Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) continues to make major inroads into policy and service 

delivery framework of the country.  

 Currently about 439 schemes across 55 Ministries are covered by DBT.  

 Cumulatively   about   Rs.   7.66   lakh crore     has     been     transferred     to beneficiaries 

through DBT mode with estimated gains of Rs. 1.42 lakh crore.  

 Outcome Based Monitoring:  

 Over the last few years, there has been a structural    change    in    the    budget making 

process with removal of Plan, Non-Plan distinction and rationalization of Centrally 

Sponsored and Central Sector schemes.  
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 A   major   step   in   this   direction   is introduction     of     Outcome     Based Budgets since 

Union Budget 2017-18. This    is    in    contrast    to    earlier mechanism   of   merely   

focusing   on financial   outlays, expenditures   and outputs.  

 This is a major step in improving governance   as    the thrust   is   on meeting the 

expectations of the people by   focusing   on   outcomes   and   not merely on how much 

expenditure has been incurred under the respective schemes.  

 The Outcome Budget 2019-20 presented in the Parliament covers 163   major   central   

sector/centrally sponsored schemes covering 95% of the   outlays   of   the   total   of   591 

schemes for which outcome budgets have been prepared by NITI Aayog and Ministry of 

Finance in consultation with the Ministries / Departments.  

 E -Governance:  

 With advancements in   Information   and   Communication Technology (ICT) coupled with 

penetration of Aadhaar and mobile phones, it   has   been   possible   to provide many public 

services through online modes.  

 Starting from biometric attendance of Government employees, digitizing database of 

beneficiaries across all schemes, seeding     with     Aadhaar numbers, using   PoS   machines   

for beneficiary authentication and finally transferring   the   funds   to   Aadhaar linked bank 

accounts, various initiatives have made marked improvements in the way services are 

delivered to the public. 

 Law and Order:  

 Legal and judicial reforms would need to be attended on priority   so   as   to   ensure   

safety   of people and ensure access to justice in a timely and effective manner. 

 Though Law and Order is a state subject, Government would need to continue engaging    

states    to    reform    their policing. 

 The    focus    needs    to    move    from litigation   driven   to   creation   of   law abiding     

society     by     sensitising citizens right from school level. 

Conclusion: 

The above set of recommendations is laudable and make up the crux of good governance in 

a developing country like India where poverty and inequality plague the society. Electoral reforms, 

administrative reforms and civil service reforms are necessary in equal measure for good 

governance. 

What is online political advertising? Should it be regulated? Discuss the possible role 

that election commission should play to ensure transparency and accountability in 

it.(250 words) 
The hindu 
Why this question: 
Explain what online political advertising is and what makes online political advertising different, also 
discuss the possible role that election commission. 
Key demand of the question: 
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Discuss the aspects of online political advertising, the challenges posed by it and role of election 
commission in regulating it. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief first define what online political advertising is. 
Body: 
Explain first the salient features of  Online advertising  
It allows, especially on social networks, for a kind of targeting that wasn’t possible at the same level 
before. 
Invisibility of this kind of advertising etc. 
Discuss the pros and cons associated. 
Explain the need for its regulation. 
What should be the role of election commission? 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     

Online political advertisings are a form of marketing and advertising which uses the Internet to 

deliver promotional marketing messages to consumers. These are messages intended to reach a 

large audience through periodicals, sample ballots, web sites, e-mails, text messages, social media, 

and other online or electronic formats enabling the exchange of communication. Many consumers 

find online advertising disruptive and have increasingly turned to ad blocking for a variety of 

reasons. These ad campaigns are used for appealing, directly or indirectly, for votes or for financial 

or other support in any election campaign. 

Body: 

Need for regulation: 

 Lack of responsibility: Platforms, particularly Facebook, have been washing their hands of 

the issue saying they are only intermediaries providing space. The content is being 

generated by the people to be consumed by the people, and they have no role to play. For 

instance, Twitter recently announced that it will no longer carry political advertisements as 

the power of Internet advertising “brings significant risks to politics, where it can be used to 

influence votes”. On the other hand, Facebook has said it will not fact-check political 

advertisements as it does not want to stifle free speech. 

 Challenges of micro-targeting: The business model of Facebook, Google, or any of the 

platforms, clearly provide micro-targeting or allow people to be manipulated for a particular 

purpose. Online advertising allows, especially on social networks, for a kind of targeting that 

wasn’t possible at the same level before. 

 Traceability issues: For instance, In the Maharashtra election, it was seen that a lot of 

advertisements coming out were untraceable. 

 Transparency issue: The ways in which advertisements are displayed and also the money 

associated with it are not transparent. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 190 

 Regulatory issues: the legislation that apply now for reasonable restrictions and freedom of 

speech and the freedom of the press also apply to these platforms 

Possible role of Election commission of India: 

 Advertising in public domain: The EC should make public the way in which this advertising is 

being conducted, the money associated with it, and the people who are being reached with 

it. For instance, there is a mechanism like TRP ratings at TV channels for ads during 

primetime, which allows them to understand and evaluate the target sections. 

 Reach out to the government: The EC should reach out to the Government of India and look 

at the departments that are capable of handling this. If they don’t exist, it should start 

creating infrastructure that will be able to look into all these aspects. 

 Concrete guidelines should be given to these digital platforms. And whatever comes in 

contradiction, or comes in the way of implementing the RPA, the EC should stop the 

platforms from doing it. 

 Transparency commitment: What the EC could do is bring the largest platforms together to 

get transparency commitments from them. Then this information needs to be made publicly 

available so that the invisibility which happens with targeting gets countered. 

 Geography based advertisement: Given that elections are geographical in nature in India, if 

you want to engage in advertising, you have to do it on the basis of geography, not on the 

basis of specific kinds of attributes of a person. 

Responsibility of Social Media Platforms: 

 The social media corporations who are responsible for the political advertisements need to 

be very transparent in the context of elections. 

 They need to bring out all the ways in which advertisements are displayed and also the 

money associated with it. 

 So, all the legislation that apply now for reasonable restrictions and freedom of speech and 

the freedom of press also apply to these platforms. 

 These platforms are culpable when the very intent of their business model allows such 

subversion of the democratic process. 

 They need to be brought in line to ensure that Indian democracy is safe. 

Conclusion: 

There is a need for transparency and restrictions on various targeting practised on online platforms. 

This will help in expanding people’s freedom of expression that the Indian constitution ensures. 

Social audits help in tying together the gap between policy goals and results. 

Discuss.(250 words) 
Livemint 
Why this question: 
The article discusses the significance of social audit in general and explains in what way it can bridge 
the gap between policy objectives and outcomes. 
Key demand of the question: 
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One must discuss in detail the objectives of social audit, salient features and explain with suitable 
examples its significance and relevance. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In first, define what social audit is. 
Body: 
In the answer body Highlight the role of Social Audit in bridging gap between objectives stated in 
policy and desired outcomes. 
Explain the salient features – social audit is a way of measuring, understanding, reporting and 
ultimately improving an organization’s social and ethical performance. A social audit helps to narrow 
gaps between vision/goal and reality, between efficiency and effectiveness. 
It is a technique to understand, measure, verify, report on and to improve the social performance of 
the organization. 
Discuss other aspects using examples. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that the Social Audit process is intended as a means for social engagement, transparency 
and communication of information, leading to greater accountability of decision-makers, 
representatives, managers and officials. 
Introduction:     

Social auditing is a process by which an organization / government accounts for its social 

performance to its stakeholders and seeks to improve its future social performance. A social audit 

helps to narrow gaps between vision/goal and reality; and between efficiency and effectiveness. It 

allows us to measure, verify, report on and to improve the social performance of any government 

effort or organization. 

Body: 

Potential of Social Audits: 

 Helps assess the physical and financial gaps between needs and resources available for local 

development. 

 Creating awareness among beneficiaries and providers of local social and productive 

services. 

 Increasing efficacy and effectiveness of local development programmes. 

 Scrutiny of various policy decisions, keeping in view stakeholder’s interests and priorities, 

particularly of rural poor. 

 Estimation of the opportunity cost for stakeholders of not getting timely access to public 

services. 

Benefits of linking the SHG with Social Audit: 

 In a move to empower women in the rural areas, the rural development ministry has 

decided to authorise those belonging to self-help groups (SHGs) to carry out a social audit of 

its flagship welfare schemes. 
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 Educated women in the rural areas associated with SHGs under NRLM to check whether 

welfare works were being implemented properly 

 The women will also work as the point persons to resolve the complaints of beneficiaries of 

these programmes 

 The idea is that these women will check whether the work under the welfare schemes has 

properly been done or not, whether pensions have been received by elderly persons, 

whether beneficiaries got their houses built or not. 

 These women were better placed to check leakages in the system and ensure that the social 

audits took place as required, he said. Those recruited for the social audit would also be paid 

remuneration. 

 The move makes them stakeholders in a better implementation of the governments’ welfare 

schemes in the rural areas 

 The women working for the social audit programmes will also be given the responsibility of 

working as the nodal person for grievance redressal so that the complaints and problems of 

the beneficiaries of these schemes in rural areas can easily be resolved. 

Way forward: 

 The system of social audits needs synergetic endorsement and a push by multiple authorities 

to establish an institutionalised framework which cannot be undermined by any vested 

interests. 

 Citizens groups need a campaign to strengthen social audits, and make real progress in 

holding the political executive and implementing agencies to account. 

 Organization of a mass campaign to increase public awareness about the meaning, scope, 

purpose and objectives of social audit. 

 Establishment of a team of social audit experts in each district who are responsible for 

training social audit committee members (stakeholders). 

 Implementation of training programmes on social auditing methods conducting and 

preparing social audit reports, and presentation at Gram Sabha. 

Conclusion: 

In an age where phrases such as open data and open government are used in any conversation 

around governance, social audits should serve as a critical point of reference. An open and 

transparent system involves the presence of real platforms for people to be informed by official 

statements and records, with an opportunity to compare that with ground realities. 

Will and wisdom of Parliament to bring judiciary into the realm of accountability 

legislation through RTI is a welcome step. Comment. (250 words) 
Hindustantimes 
Why this question: 
The question pertains to discuss the widening of ambit of RTI and including CJI’s office in it. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the significance of this move and its implications. 
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Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief narrate the ambit of RTI so far.  
Body: 
Explain in what way the Supreme Court’s order on the RTI will make the judiciary accountable, within 
certain boundaries. 
Discuss that the Supreme Court verdict bringing the office of the Chief Justice of India (CJI) under the 
ambit of the Right to Information Act (RTI) has been widely welcomed. 
Discuss the pros and cons of the judgment.  
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way ahead. 
Introduction:     

The Supreme Court verdict bringing the office of the Chief Justice of India (CJI) under the ambit of 

the Right to Information Act (RTI) has been widely welcomed. It sends a strong signal to all 

democratic institutions to adhere to the twin principles of transparency and 

accountability underlining the RTI Act. It has upheld the earlier decision of the Delhi High Court 

(HC) that the apex judiciary consisting of the CJI and other justices as per Article 124 of 

Constitution of India, besides the office of CJI, is a public authority covered under the RTI. 

Body: 

Verdict of the Supreme Court: 

 The Supreme Court is a “public authority” and the office of the CJI is part and parcel of the 

institution. Hence, if the Supreme Court is a public authority, so is the office of the CJI. 

 The judiciary cannot function in total insulation as judges enjoy a constitutional post and 

discharge public duty. 

 However, Right to Privacy is an important aspect and has to be balanced with transparency 

while deciding to give out information from the office of the Chief Justice of India. 

 RTI cannot be used as a tool of surveillance and that judicial independence has to be kept in 

mind while dealing with transparency. 

 On the issue related to the appointment of judges, the Supreme Court held that only the 

names of the judges recommended by the Collegium for appointment can be disclosed, not 

the reasons. 

Implications of the verdict: 

 The SC’s affirmation of the HC judgment has wider implications and a clear signal to infuse 

transparency in all high institutions. 

 The bench said that transparency does not undermine judicial independence, and the Right 

to privacy and Right to information go hand in hand. None can take precedence over the 

other. 

 The office of the CJI will now entertain RTI applications. 
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 Under the RTI Act, 2005, every public authority has to provide information to persons 

requesting for the information under the Act. 

 Public Authority includes the body constituted by or under the Constitution. Article 124 of 

the Constitution deals with the establishment of the Supreme Court of India. 

 Information includes any material in any form, including records, documents, memos, e-

mails, etc. 

 The Ruling is an example for other bodies such as political parties, number of schools, 

trusts and public-private partnerships who resist categorisation as public authorities under 

the Act. 

 However, it has been seen that Offices such as those of the Prime Minister and the President 

which are public authorities under the RTI Act have often denied information quoting 

separate observations by the Supreme Court. 

 For instance, in 2011, the Supreme Court observed that: 

o Officials need to furnish only such information which already exists and is held by 

the public authority and not collate or create information, that is 

o The nation does not want a scenario where 75% of the staff of public authorities 

spends 75% of their time in collecting and furnishing information to applicants 

instead of discharging their regular duties. 

Need for the Judiciary to be under RTI ambit: 

 The judiciary carries the trust of the people and is accountable to the people. 

 It is a unique wing of constitutional governance, with authority to review the decisions by 

the President, prime minister or chief ministers and legislatures both at centre and states. 

 It is the real guardian of the fundamental rights of the people. 

 Hence an endorsement from the bench headed by CJI will give fillip to people’s quest for 

transparency and accountability. 

 Voices from some quarters were also being raised that while SC was advocating 

transparency in all spheres, the decision in its own case was pending. 

 Now, civil society can hope that transparency would remain the mantra for good governance 

in all the three estates – judiciary, executive, legislature. 

Conclusion: 

The judgment is reiteration of section 2(h) of RTI Act, which defines and expands the definition of 

public authority. The judgment will also bring back in focus the rules recently made by the 

government under RTI (amendment) Act 2019, which alters the tenure and salary structure of 

Information Commissioners at the Centre and in states. 
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India and its neighborhood- relations. 

The internationalisation of the Kashmir issue points to troubling diversions from India’s 

traditional foreign policy. Critically analyse.(250 words). 
Introduction:   

The government recently amended Article 370 and divided Jammu and Kashmir into two separate 

Union Territories. With rise in the concerns worldwide, the government sent out a number of 

diplomatic missions worldwide to try and contain the international fallout of the move. 

Body: 

Stand on the Kashmir issue by Indian Government: 

 External Affairs Minister travelled to China, Europe and the United States where he addressed a 

record “7 think tanks in 7 days” and met a number of officials and lawmakers during an 

extended stay.  

 National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and Petroleum Minister went to the West Asian countries: 

the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Saudi Arabia and Qatar.  

 Prime Minister personally spoke to U.S. President Donald Trump and other leaders to explain his 

move.  

 On a visit to Switzerland, even President found that the “situation in Kashmir” had been put on 

the agenda by his hosts.  

 Foreign Secretary marshalled diplomats at all Indian missions worldwide and cancelled a planned 

Heads of Missions meet in India to ensure that each embassy was able to fully disseminate the 

talking points sent out by South Block. 

Perception of the Kashmir issue by other nations and bodies: 

 The UN Security Council held a “closed meeting” on the issue at China’s request — the first time 

Kashmir was formally on the agenda in 50 years — but to India’s relief, the meeting resulted in 

no public statement.  

 The European Parliament too met and debated the situation in Kashmir, which it had last 

referred to more than a decade ago, but did not push for a resolution.  

 After a visit to Srinagar, 23 right-wing Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) appeared to 

endorse India’s actions. 

 German Chancellor Merkel’s characterisation of the situation of Kashmiris being 

“unsustainable”, during her Delhi trip on Friday will be more worrying for the government.  

 At the UN Human Rights Council, Pakistan was unable to secure the numbers to bring a 

resolution to the table. 

 At the UN General Assembly in September, only three countries other than Pakistan, referred to 

the post-370 fallout in J&K: China, Malaysia and Turkey.  

 A scathing statement by the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) contact group on the 

government’s actions in Kashmir has been blunted by the Prime Minister’s visit to Riyadh.  
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 In the U.S., Mr. Modi scored a big public relations win when he spoke of the 370-move at a 

Houston stadium with Mr. Trump in the audience. 

Diversion from India’s traditional foreign policy: 

 The issue of Kashmir has been “internationalised” in a manner not seen in decades, at least 

since the early 1990s when violence in the State was at a peak. 

 Hyphenation with Pakistan: A tenet that New Delhi has always sought to avoid. Under this 

policy, India managed to separate its policies in J&K from its relationship with Pakistan and 

dealing with terror emanating from there. 

 India’s traditional rejection of “mediation by third parties”: In February, Mr. Trump claimed 

success in mediating the release of Indian Air Force pilot Abhinandan Varthaman. 

 Trump’s effort with repeated mentions of wanting to mediate on Kashmir between India and 

Pakistan, including in September during his bilateral media interaction with Mr. Modi.  

 Others including everyone from the UAE and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, to Norway, Russia 

and China have made similar offers. 

Possible spill-over effects: 

 Most of that criticism is over the treatment of citizens in J&K, the prolonged detention of 

mainstream Kashmiri leaders, the communications shutdown, and the lack of access to 

independent observers. 

 New Delhi still faces the risk of a U.S. Congress resolution after the subcommittee on Human 

Rights in South Asia hearing last month, and critical language on Kashmir detentions and the 

lockdown introduced into the Senate Appropriations bill. 

 In the U.S., for example, concerns over the government’s actions post-370 are now often 

clubbed with questions about a changing nuclear stance (No First Use, or NFU, amendments), 

and the repeated threat from Cabinet ministers that India will seek to “take back” Pakistan 

occupied Kashmir (PoK) by military means if necessary.  

 Those concerns are bleeding into other issues like the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in 

Assam as well, which both the U.S. Congress and the UN discussed in tandem with Kashmir this 

past month. 

Way forward: 

 India needs to control the international messaging over Kashmir with more tactical diplomacy. 

 it is necessary for the government to carefully consider the larger impact on Indian foreign policy 

that has resulted from its actions leading up to, and subsequent to the amendment of Article 

370 of the Constitution 

Elucidate upon the key areas of cooperation between India and Sri Lanka while 

commenting on the significance of the relations between the two countries upon the 

South Asian region at large.(250 words) 

The hindubusinessline 
Why this question: 
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The recent Gotabaya’s victory in the presidential elections, where the minority communities in the 
north and the east of the island voted in unison against him, was a decisive verdict from the over 70 
per cent Sinhala majority in the country. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
Highlight the relations between India and Sri Lanka and the significance of the same to the South 
Asian region. 
Directive: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In short trace the relations of India and Sri Lanka from past to present. 
Body: 
Explain the importance of each other to the neighboring countries; India and Sri-Lanka.  
Bring out the relevance key areas of cooperation between India and Sri Lanka. 
Highlight the role that the two countries have to play together in the South Asian region. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction:     

The relationship between India and Sri Lanka is more than 2,500 years old. Both countries have a 

legacy of intellectual, cultural, religious and linguistic interaction.  In recent years, the relationship 

has been marked by close contacts at all levels. Trade and investment have grown and there is 

cooperation in the fields of development, education, culture and defence. 

Body: 

The key areas of cooperation include: 

 Diplomatic Cooperation: 

o Diplomatic relations between India and Sri Lanka are marked by visits of high level 

Government functionaries. 

o A notable diplomatic event in the recent past was our Indian Prime Minister’s 

address to the Sri Lankan parliament in 2015 

o India-Sri Lanka Joint Commission was established in 1992. The commission facilitates 

discussions relating to bilateral affairs of both the countries 

o India and Sri Lanka signed a civilian nuclear energy deal in 2015. The agreement aims 

at cooperation to explore nuclear energy for peaceful purposes 

 Economic Cooperation: 

o India-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement was signed in 2010. India is Sri Lanka’s largest 

trading partner 

o India is the source of one of the largest foreign direct investments in Sri Lanka. Sri 

Lanka is also a potential source of foreign investment in India 
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 Defence and Security Cooperation: 

o Colombo and New Delhi have long history of security cooperation. In recent years, 

the two sides have steadily increased their military-to-military relationship. 

o India and Sri Lanka conducts joint Military (‘Mitra Shakti’) and Naval exercise 

(SLINEX). 

o India also provides defence training to Sri Lankan forces. 

o A trilateral maritime security cooperation agreement was signed by India, Sri Lanka 

and the Maldives to improve surveillance, anti-piracy operations and reducing 

maritime pollution in Indian Ocean Region. 

o In April 2019, India and Sri Lanka also concluded agreement on countering Drug and 

Human trafficking. 

o In the aftermath of the horrific Easter bombings, Sri Lankan Prime Minister thanked 

the Indian government for all the “help” given. 

o The alerts issued by Indian agencies before the attacks had warned specifically about 

the use of radicalised suicide bombers attacking churches and the Indian High 

Commission in Colombo. 

 Development Assistance: 

o The war between Sri Lankan Government and LTTE came to an end in 2009. The 

armed conflict led to many casualties and internal displacement 

o As an immediate response India provided all war relief measures including food, 

medicine etc. 

o As a long term measure, India announced reconstruction of 50000 houses to provide 

shelter to Internally Displaced People (IDP). 

o India is one of the largest provider of development credit to Sri Lanka. As of 2016, a 

total of USD 1284 million has been provided by India. The credit is mostly provided 

for the Sri Lanka’s infrastructure development 

o India has provided medical equipment and ambulances to hospitals in Sri Lanka 

 Cultural and Educational Cooperation: 

o India and Sri Lanka signed a cultural cooperation agreement back in 1977 

o India Sri Lanka foundation was setup in 1998. It aims at technical, scientific, cultural 

and educational cooperation by engaging civil society organizations of both the 

countries 

o India cultural centre in Colombo promotes Indian culture by providing courses in 

Indian music, dance, yoga etc., 

o India provides scholarships to qualified Sri Lankan students in Undergraduate and 

research studies 
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o Tourism is one of the important areas of cooperation. Sri Lankan tourists are one of 

the top ten visitors to India 

o Sri Lanka is also a partner in Nalanda university project of India 

o India and Sri Lanka commemorated the 2600th year of the attainment of 

enlightenment by Lord Buddha (Sambuddhathva Jayanthi) through joint activities. 

o The two Governments also celebrated the 150th Anniversary of Anagarika 

Dharmapala in 2014. 

o The People of Indian Origin (PIOs) comprise Sindhis, Gujaratis, Memons, Parsis, 

Malayalis and Telugu speaking persons who have settled down in Sri Lanka and are 

engaged in various business ventures. 

o Government of India formally launched the e-Tourist Visa (eTV) scheme for Sri 

Lankan tourists on 14 April 2015 to increase the people to people contact. 

Significance of the relations: 

 India shares a common cultural and security space with the countries in the South Asian 

region especially Sri Lanka. 

 Sri Lanka’s location in the Indian Ocean region as an island State has been of strategic 

geopolitical relevance to several major powers. 

 As a prominent Asian nation with critical national interests in South Asia, India has a special 

responsibility to ensure peace and stability in its closest neighbourhood. 

 India should shed its big brother image and actively take part to rebuild the war-torn 

country. 

 India needs the support of Sri Lanka to emerge as a Blue water navy in the Indian Ocean and 

also in pursuing the permanent membership in United Nations Security Council (UNSC). 

 China’s string of pearl’s strategy is aimed at encircling India to establish dominance in the 

Indian Ocean. 

 Post 2015, Sri Lanka still relies heavily on China for Port city project and for continuation of 

Chinese funded infrastructure projects in Sri Lanka. 

 Sri Lanka’s location can thus serve both commercial and industrial purposes and be used as a 

military base. 

Way forward: 

 As both countries have a democratic setup there is scope for broadening and deepening the 

ties. 

 Both countries should try to work out a permanent solution to the issue of fishermen 

through bilateral engagements. 

 Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) must be signed to improve the 

economic cooperation between both countries. 
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 India needs to focus more on its traditional and cultural ties to improve relations with Sri 

Lanka. 

 Starting of ferry services between India and Sri Lanka can improve people to people linkages. 

 Mutual recognition of each other’s concerns and interests can improve the relationship 

between both countries. 

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests. 

In the veneer of free trade, India should not loose fair trade. Critically analyse the 

statement in the light of on-going Regional Comprehensive Economic Cooperation 

agreement (RCEP). (250 words). 

The hindu 
Why this question: 
The article highlights the fact that India will not sign any free-trade agreement (FTA) in a “rush” but 
will engage without compromising the interest of domestic industry. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the ongoing negotiations of India with RCEP. Provide for a critical analysis. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give a brief introduction about RCEP and its importance to the participating nations especially to 
India. 
Body: 
Mention the benefits and losses that India will bear due to the agreement. 
Explain the areas that India need to negotiate with other RCEP nations. 
Suggest suitable solutions to address such situations in the best interest of the country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way ahead. 
 

Introduction:   

The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is a trade deal that is currently under 

negotiation among 16 countries — the 10 member countries of the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN), and the six countries with which the ASEAN bloc has free trade agreements (FTA). 

It accounts for 25% of global GDP, 30% of global trade, 26% of FDI flows, and 45% of the world’s 

population. 

Body:  
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Advantages for India: 

 Act East Policy: 

 For India, the RCEP provides a decisive platform to influence its strategic and economic 

status in the Asia-Pacific region and realise the goals of its “Act East Policy”. 

 Complement existing FTAs: 

 The RCEP agreement would complement India’s current FTAs with the ASEAN+6 countries = 

address challenges of implementation issues, overlapping agreements etc. 

 Thus RCEP will make rules and regulations for doing trade more efficient = reduce trade 

costs. 

 Unlock the true potential of the Indian economy: 

 RCEP is expected to harmonize trade-related rules, investment and competition regimes of 

India with those other countries in the group = Indian companies could enter the regional 

and global value chains and unlock the true potential of Indian economy. 

 It will give a boost to Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in India. 

 RCEP will especially boost textile and pharma industries as it will facilitate the removal of 

trade barriers such as sanitary and phyto-sanitary measures of these products. 

 Services sector growth: 

 India has been seeking a more balanced outcome of the RCEP deal with a strong agreement 

on services trade, including a deal on easier movement of skilled manpower. 

 Besides facilitating Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), the RCEP will create opportunities for 

Indian Service Sector companies to access new markets. 
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 It is because the manufacturing structure in many of these countries is becoming more and 

more service oriented. This phenomenon is known as Servicification of manufacturing. 

 Make in India:  

 Make in India will become a global success if India becomes a part of the Asian Value and 

Supply Chain. 

 MSMEs: 

 RCEP will also facilitate MSMEs to effectively integrate into the regional value and supply 

chains, thus promoting their growth. 

India’s concerns with RCEP: 

 Trade deficit: 

 India’s trade deficit (Imports > Exports) with various countries have always widened after 

signing FTAs with them. Example - ASEAN, Japan, Korea, and Singapore, most of which are 

RCEP nations. 

 Vulnerable sectors: 

 India’s vulnerable agriculture and dairy sectors will be exposed to vagaries of global trade as 

India is not in a position to compete with Australia and New Zealand, the top performers in 

these sectors. 

 The China factor: 

 India fears that the RCEP pact will enable China to dump its products at lower prices and 

finally capture the market. 

 India’s trade deficit with China is already at $63 billion which will further rise if India joins 

RCEP. 

 Security concerns have also arisen over Chinese companies influencing market trends in 

sectors like telecommunication. 

 Make in India: 

 Indian manufacturing is not competitive enough to face the consequences of a free trade 

regime. 

 Rationalisation of multiple GST rates is still a work-in-progress. 

 The compliance with the complex GST norms adds to the transaction costs. 

 Labour productivity in manufacturing in India is still one of the lowest in the world with 

regionally fragmented labour laws increase the cost of doing business. 

 Make in India seeks to create enabling conditions not only for domestic industries but also 

for foreign industries = more competition. 

 Considering the above issues, the Indian industry is hardly in a position to compete in a free 

trade region. 
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 Skewed sectorial growth: 

 The issue of trade liberalisation in services is still a bone of contention among RCEP Nations. 

 India wants to capitalise on its pool of skilled labour from improved access to these 

economies. 

 Thus it sought binding commitments to simplify services trade. 

 India is even willing to trade up its remaining tariff policy powers in the manufacturing 

sector to get these concessions for services sector in RCEP. 

 However, given the situation of the manufacturing and agriculture sectors in India, it is 

definitely not a good idea to sacrifice them for the services sector. It will promote the 

skewed nature of sectorial growth. 

 Raising trade barriers with non-members: 

 A preferential trade agreement such as RCEP provides preferential access to certain 

products by reducing trade barriers such as tariffs for member countries and not for others. 

 Hence, a preferential reduction of trade barriers = rise in relative trade barrier against non-

members countries of RCEP. 

 Affect economic sovereignty: 

 Harmonisation of foreign investment rules and IPR laws = take away India’s ability to 

calibrate trade policies according to its needs. 

 Rigid tariff regime: 

 India needs a tariff regime that must be flexible enough to allow tariffs to be calibrated. 

 Such flexibilities are provided by WTO’s tariff regime, but not in other FTAs like RCEP. 

 IPR provisions: 

 Japan and South Korea are proposing intellectual property provisions referred to as TRIPS-

plus, which go far beyond the obligations under the WTO’s agreement on Trade-Related 

Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS).  

 The proposed provisions seek to extend pharma firms’ patent terms beyond the usual 20 

years (patent term extensions) and also require data exclusivity that limits competition by 

encouraging monopoly. These will hit our access to affordable medicines. 

 Issues related to Intellectual Property Chapter, particularly pacts that constrain our farmers’ 

ability to produce, preserve, exchange and sell seeds need to be rejected.   

 If India makes any agreement like the International Union of New Plant Varieties (UPOV) 

1991 (that favours multinationals and is against farmers’ interests), it will kill the livelihood 

of our farmers. 

Way Forward: 
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 All trade is based on comparative advance and we have it in services sector which we need to 

look properly. 

 Indian policymakers need to be mindful of domestic industry’s concerns before getting into a 

deal with respect to the RCEP. 

 We need to focus on improving the competitiveness of the Indian economy. 

 India must play its due role to get its due place in the regional economic configurations. 

Conclusion: 

Bilateral talks between India and China are crucial for an early conclusion of RCEP negotiations as 

agreed by other members. Indian policymakers need to be mindful of domestic sectors’ concerns 

before agreeing on terms of deal. Simultaneously, there is a necessity to improve our 

competitiveness in the economy. India must play its due role to get its due place in the regional 

economic configurations. 

Present an analysis of why India still defends its “developing country” status at the 

WTO? Explain this dichotomy in India’s development status. (250 words). 
Introduction:  

A group of 45 nations including India and China has insisted that countries must be allowed to make 

their own assessments regarding their developing country status. South Korea has said that it will no 

longer seek special treatment reserved for developing countries by the World Trade Organization in 

future negotiations given its enhanced global economic status. 

Body: 

There are no WTO definitions of “developed” and “developing” countries. Members announce for 

themselves whether they are “developed” or “developing” countries. However, other members can 

challenge the decision of a member to make use of provisions available to developing countries. 

While on the one hand, the official narrative in India is that of a country making rapid developmental 

strides since 2014, on the other, when it comes to developmental status at the World Trade 

Organisation (WTO), India is trying hard to prove that it is a poor country. 

Developing country status: 

 The “developing country” status allows a member of the WTO to seek temporary exception from 

the commitments under various multilateral trade agreements ratified by the organisation.  

 Countries self-designate themselves as ‘developing country’ to take advantage of provisions like 

Article XVIII of GATT. 

 It was introduced during the initial days of the WTO as a mechanism to offer some respite to 

poor countries while they try to adjust to a new global trade order marked by lower barriers to 

trade.  

 Developing country status ensures special and differential treatment (S&DT) or provisions which 

allow them more time to implement agreements and commitments,  

 It includes measures to increase trading opportunities, safeguard their trade interests, and 

support to build capacity to handle disputes and implement technical standards. 
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 These provisions are aimed at ensuring longer transitional periods to comply with WTO 

obligations, and affording technical assistance to countries, among other things. 

 Countries such as India and China, while seeking exception from various WTO agreements, have 

argued that their economic backwardness should be considered when it comes to the timeline 

of implementation of these agreements.  

 The issue of farm subsidies, for instance, is one over which rich and poor countries have had 

major disagreements.  

 The WTO, however, does not formally classify any of its members as a developing country.  

 Individual countries are allowed to unilaterally classify themselves as developing economies.  

 So, as many as two-thirds of the 164 members of the WTO have classified themselves as 

developing countries. 

India still defends its “developing country” status at the WTO: 

 India is a member of the G20 and its share in world exports is around 1.7% as of early 2019. So, 

as per these criteria, India will not qualify as a developing country.  

 While graduating to a ‘developed country’ status would have been a matter of joy, the ground 

reality is very different. India rightly countered the U.S.’s argument.  

 In a paper submitted to the WTO, it gave several numbers to show that it is still a poor country 

and thus requires S&DT provisions.  

 For example, the paper showed that India’s GDP per capita is very low; India has 364 million 

people living in multidimensional poverty; the domestic subsidies provided to per farmer is a 

meagre $227; and India has a very low research and development capacity. 

Demands by developed countries: 

 For some time now, developed countries, mainly the US, have been asking the WTO to end the 

benefits being given to developing countries. 

 Nearly two-thirds of the members of the World Trade Organization(WTO) have been able to 

avail themselves of special treatment and to take on weaker commitments under the WTO 

framework by designating themselves as developing countries. 

Conclusion: 

Any unilateral action by the U.S. would be a violation of international law and yet another onslaught 

on trade multilateralism. At the same time, the Indian political leadership also needs to refrain from 

being on a publicity overdrive about India’s development. At times, its own rhetoric can come back 

to bite India. 

With the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) negotiations 

concluding, estimate India’s associated concerns in being a part of the RCEP due to 

which India preferred to stay out of the trade pact. Discuss the way forward.(250 

words) 

The hindu 
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Why this question: 
Seven years after India joined negotiations for the 16-nation ASEAN (Association for South East Asian 
Nations)-led RCEP (Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership) or Free Trade Agreement, India 
opted out of the agreement, citing its negative effects on “farmers, MSMEs and dairy sector”.  
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must highlight the concerns India is apprehensive of with respect to joining RCEP and 
discuss the possible way ahead. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief explain the recent happenings at RCEP. 
Body: 
Explain the recent conclusion of trade pact at the RCEP. 
Highlight that RCEP negotiations were meant to create the world’s biggest free trade region that 
represented half the world’s population and one-third of the global GDP. 
Discuss the challenges and concerns associated. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude the way forward. 
Introduction:     

Seven years after India joined negotiations for the 16-nation ASEAN (Association for South East 

Asian Nations)-led RCEP (Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership) or Free Trade 

Agreement, Prime Minister announced recently that India was dropping out of the agreement, citing 

its negative effects on “farmers, MSMEs and dairy sector”. India has expressed its concerns over 

lowering and elimination of tariffs on products from other countries, as it would negatively affect 

the domestic agricultural and industrial sector. 

Body: 
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Concerns flagged by India: 

 Trade deficit: 

o India’s trade deficit (Imports > Exports) with various countries have always widened 

after signing FTAs with them. Example – ASEAN, Japan, Korea, and Singapore, most 

of which are RCEP nations. 

o India has a “huge trade imbalance” with China to the tunes of $53 billion deficit. 

o The lack of assurances on market access, and RCEP negotiators’ insistence on 

keeping 2014 as the base year for tariff reductions are other irritants. 

 Trade tariffs: 

o Farmers fear that the RCEP will permanently bring down import duties on most 

agricultural commodities to zero which will lead to countries looking to dump their 

agricultural produce in India which would lead to a drastic drop in prices. 

 This will aggravate the agrarian crisis even as the input prices in India are heavily taxed and 

farmers are not given profitable prices, resulting in substantial losses and farmer debts. 

 The dairy sector and plantations sector are going to be hit very hard. It is because New 

Zealand and Australia being part of RCEP will invariably lead to the dumping of their dairy 

products into India. 

 The southeast Asian countries have larger and cheaper production of plantation crops like 

rubber, coconut, palm oil as compared to India and opening up of the markets will lead to a 

large inflow of these products given their price competitiveness. 

 The China factor: 
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o India fears that the RCEP pact will enable China to dump its products at lower prices 

and finally capture the market. 

o India had $105 billion trade deficit with RCEP members in FY19. 

o India’s trade deficit with China is already at $63 billion which will further rise if India 

joins RCEP. 

o Security concerns have also arisen over Chinese companies influencing market 

trends in sectors like telecommunication. 

 Make in India: 

o Indian manufacturing is not competitive enough to face the consequences of a free 

trade regime. 

o Rationalisation of multiple GST rates is still a work-in-progress. 

o The compliance with the complex GST norms adds to the transaction costs. 

o Labour productivity in manufacturing in India is still one of the lowest in the world 

with regionally fragmented labour laws increase the cost of doing business. 

o Make in India seeks to create enabling conditions not only for domestic industries 

but also for foreign industries = more competition. 

o Considering the above issues, the Indian industry is hardly in a position to compete 

in a free trade region. 

 Skewed sectorial growth: 

o The issue of trade liberalisation in services is still a bone of contention among RCEP 

Nations. 

o India wants to capitalise on its pool of skilled labour from improved access to these 

economies. 

o Thus it sought binding commitments to simplify services trade. 

o India is even willing to trade up its remaining tariff policy powers in the 

manufacturing sector to get these concessions for services sector in RCEP. 

o However, given the situation of the manufacturing and agriculture sectors in India, it 

is definitely not a good idea to sacrifice them for the services sector. It will promote 

the skewed nature of sectorial growth. 

 Raising trade barriers with non-members: 

o A preferential trade agreement such as RCEP provides preferential access to certain 

products by reducing trade barriers such as tariffs for member countries and not for 

others. 

o Hence, a preferential reduction of trade barriers = rise in relative trade barrier 

against non-members countries of RCEP. 

 Affect economic sovereignty: 
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o Harmonisation of foreign investment rules and IPR laws = take away India’s ability to 

calibrate trade policies according to its needs. 

 Rigid tariff regime: 

o India needs a tariff regime that must be flexible enough to allow tariffs to be 

calibrated. 

o Such flexibilities are provided by WTO’s tariff regime, but not in other FTAs like 

RCEP. 

 IPR provisions: 

o Japan and South Korea are proposing intellectual property provisions referred to as 

TRIPS-plus, which go far beyond the obligations under the WTO’s agreement on 

Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). 

o The proposed provisions seek to extend pharma firms’ patent terms beyond the 

usual 20 years (patent term extensions) and also require data exclusivity that limits 

competition by encouraging monopoly. These will hit our access to affordable 

medicines. 

o Issues related to Intellectual Property Chapter, particularly pacts that constrain our 

farmers’ ability to produce, preserve, exchange and sell seeds need to be rejected. 

o If India makes any agreement like the International Union of New Plant Varieties 

(UPOV) 1991 (that favours multinationals and is against farmers’ interests), it will kill 

the livelihood of our farmers. 

Way Forward: 

 All trade is based on comparative advance and we have it in services sector which we need 

to look properly. 

 Indian policymakers need to be mindful of domestic industry’s concerns before getting into 

a deal with respect to the RCEP. 

 We need to focus on improving the competitiveness of the Indian economy. 

 India must play its due role to get its due place in the regional economic configurations. 

Conclusion: 

Bilateral talks between India and China are crucial for an early conclusion of RCEP negotiations as 

agreed by other members. Indian policymakers need to be mindful of domestic sectors’ concerns 

before agreeing on terms of deal. Simultaneously, there is a necessity to improve our 

competitiveness in the economy. India must play its due role to get its due place in the regional 

economic configurations. 

To ensure the region’s growth path remains strong and sustainable, new policies and 

initiatives need to remain mindful of fiscal, financial and environmental risks of the 

South Asia. Comment.(250 words) 
Reference 
Why this question: 
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A newly released paper by the IMF’s Asia and Pacific Department finds that South Asia is poised to 
play an even bigger role in the global economy going forward, in both relative and absolute terms. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to discuss why new policies and initiatives need to remain mindful of fiscal, financial and 
environmental risks of the South Asia. Highlight the importance of South Asia region and need to 
focus upon its growth and development. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief explain the significance of south Asia. 
Body: 
Explain that South Asia’s contribution to global growth is set to increase over the medium to longer 
term, while more mature economies decelerate. Greater economic diversification, with an expansion 
of the service sector, improvements in education, and a still sizable demographic dividend are among 
the key elements underpinning this performance.  
India in particular has benefitted from the transition from exporting tea and fabrics several decades 
ago towards a more sophisticated basket of goods and services today. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that to build on the strong performance to date and allow for growth to take off in earnest, 
the countries in the region will need to step up their policy and reform agenda. 
Introduction: 

A newly released paper by the IMF’s Asia and Pacific Department finds that South Asia is poised to 

play an even bigger role in the global economy going forward, in both relative and absolute terms. 

Amid a changing global economic landscape, South Asia will need to leverage on all sectors of the 

economy in a balanced way, supporting improvements in agricultural productivity and a sustainable 

expansion of manufacturing, while promoting higher-skill services, to achieve this goal. 

Body: 

Growth story of South Asia: 

 Since the mid-1980s, durable reforms coupled with prudent macroeconomic management 

have brought steady progress to the South Asia region, making it one of the world’s fastest 

growing regions. 

 Real GDP growth has steadily increased from an average of about 3 per cent in the 1970s to 

7 per cent over the last decade. 

 Although growth trajectories varied across countries, reforms supported strong per capita 

income growth in the region, lifting over 200 million people out of poverty in the last three 

decades. 

 In India as an example, important waves of reforms began in earnest in the early 1990s, 

focused on reducing business regulations and liberalising the trade regime, and continued 

post-2000 with efforts to promote macroeconomic stability (including the FRBM Act in 2004, 

the inflation targeting framework for monetary policy in 2015, and the pan-India goods 

and services tax in 2017). 
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 Today, South Asia accounts for one-fifth of the world’s population and, thanks primarily to 

India, contributes to over 15 per cent of global growth. 

Potential of South Asia: 

 South Asia’s contribution to global growth is set to increase over the medium to longer 

term, while more mature economies decelerate. 

 Under a full liberalisation scenario, South Asia could contribute about a third of global 

growth by 2040, with real GDP growth surpassing 6.5 per cent, compared to nearly 6 per 

cent under the current baseline and 5 per cent in a downside scenario where the benefits of 

the demographic dividend cannot be secured. 

 Greater economic diversification, with an expansion of the service sector, improvements in 

education, and a still sizable demographic dividend are among the key elements 

underpinning this performance. 

 India in particular has benefitted from the transition from exporting tea and fabrics several 

decades ago towards a more sophisticated basket of goods and services today. 

 Based on demographic trends, more than 150 million people in the region are expected to 

enter the labour market by 2030 — this demographic dividend is most enduring in India 

and Nepal, where the working-age population is not expected to peak until 2040. 

 This young and large workforce can be South Asia’s strength, if supported by a successful 

high-quality and job-rich growth strategy. 

Measures needed: 

 South Asian economies can further open up to trade and foreign direct investment (FDI), 

improve governance, and foster financial development to enable more efficient allocation 

of resources to the private sector and reduce the still significant state footprint in the 

economy. 

 The region will also need to prepare its workforce for the challenges of the twenty-first 

century to be able to fully reap the benefits of its demographic dividend. 

 Investing in human capital and addressing the large informal sector — taking significant 

steps to strengthen women’s economic empowerment and labour force participation and 

support the youth—would bring sizable economic gains to the region. 

 Clear communication on the benefits of the reforms and prioritisation based on their 

expected macro-structural impact are key to building reform momentum. 

 Stronger social safety nets are especially important to supporting the most difficult 

structural reforms, notably to labour markets, minimising their distributional impact on the 

most vulnerable segments of the population, and promoting strong and inclusive growth. 

Measures needed for India in particular: 

 For India, there is a particularly large need for infrastructure investment, including in the 

areas of (renewable) energy, transport, water, and urban services — land reforms are 

important to facilitate this investment. 
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 Following up on its investment in tertiary education, India should now also increase 

spending directed at primary education, broadening access to quality education and 

boosting literacy across the country, including for young girls. 

Way forward: 

 The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), the platform for regional 

economic cooperation in this region, has become moribund and remains unsuccessful in 

promoting regional economic cooperation. 

 If the countries of South Asia, the fastest growing region of the world, can come to a 

common understanding on regional integration and cooperation in achieving the SDGs, it 

can unleash a powerful synergistic force that can finally make South Asia converge. 

 A stable and effective balance of power has to be achieved across our eastern shores in 

South and South-East Asia to meet challenges posed by all types of social, economic and 

political issues. 

 A convergence towards achieving a common socio-economic agenda gives hope that no one 

in South Asia will be left behind in the journey towards eradicating poverty and enduring 

dignity to all. 

At the time when Asia is becoming the world’s powerhouse and economic center, do 

you think India is at the Inflection point? Discuss.(250 words) 
Livemint 
  

Introduction:     

Asia could generate more than half of the world’s GDP by 2040 as cross-border flows shift toward 

the region, and the country should be prepared to make the most of it. Indian economy in its recent 

period of significant growth—faster than the global average—has stalled in the face of global 

headwinds against trade, volatile commodity markets, stagnant private investment, weaker 

domestic consumption and constrained government spending in the wake of recent fiscal and 

monetary reforms. 

Body: 

Asia – World’s powerhouse and economic center: 

 Asia is becoming the world’s powerhouse and economic center. 

 New research from the McKinsey Global Institute finds that Asia could generate more than 

half of the world’s GDP by 2040 as cross-border flows shift toward the region, which is 

rapidly integrating. 

 Asian region accounts for 60% of goods traded, 56% of greenfield foreign direct investment 

(FDI) and 74% of journeys by Asian air travellers taking place within the region. 

Potential of India: 

 India offers three major ingredients to the broader Asian economy: 

o services, which account for 53% of India’s GDP. 
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o A young labour force (younger than China’s median age by around ten years) 

o New markets for the rest of the region. 

 Even factoring in the downturn, GDP in India is expected to grow at well above 5% for the 

coming period, and incremental consumption is expected to reach $2.4 trillion by 2030. 

Opportunities for India: 

 Manufacturing sector: First, as more advanced Asian countries like China move up the 

economic development ladder, phasing out manufacturing in favour of a shift to R&D and 

more knowledge intensive manufacturing, there is room for India to seize the baton and 

become a larger sourcing base for global supply chains. 

 Flows of Capital and Investment: ‘Advanced Asia’ (Japan, South Korea, Singapore) and China 

have been huge contributors to the development of ‘Emerging Asia’ (small highly 

interconnected economies like Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam, etc.), 

with China accounting for 42% of total Asian outbound FDI in 2013-17 and 43% and 61% of 

Emerging Asia’s imports and exports respectively. 

 Innovation: East Asia has emerged as a leading hub, rivalling the leading innovation hubs 

globally. East Asia has already gained pole position in driving innovation relating to key 

disruption themes such as electric mobility, 5G telecom, and renewable energy. Nearly 65% 

of global patents stemmed from Asia between 2015 and 2017, derived from the 50 fastest 

rising innovation cities in Asia, with an opportunity for Indian firms to be a part of this Asia-

wide innovation arc. 

 Leading consumption centres: A rapidly growing Asia is catapulting its major cities into 

leading consumption centres, that offers a ripe market opportunity for Indian businesses 

ranging from IT services, tourism services, generic pharmaceuticals, automotive 

components, agrochemicals, and so forth. Just with China alone, India runs an over $50 

billion of trade deficit, that could be narrowed down by targeting these export 

opportunities. 

Measures needed: 

 Infrastructure improvement: Investments are needed to improve the logistical backbone 

supporting manufacturing, incentives are needed to encourage future investments in R&D. 

 Large-scale innovation hubs need to be developed to move manufacturing to the next 

phase and help to capture the demand opportunity. 

Conclusion: 

The Asian century is well and truly underway. As globalization gives way to regionalism, and Asia 

takes a leading position, India could look to many of the opportunities arising out of the region’s 

rapid integration and shifting networks and flows to help drive its next chapter of growth. 

Articulation of vision of multilateralism comes at an important time at BRICS for India. 

Analyse the significance of BRICS for India at the current juncture of its economy.(250 

words) 

The hindu 
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Why this question: 
A summit of the world’s five biggest emerging economies, now in its 11th year, called BRICS recently 
began in Brazil’s capital with the theme this year being strengthening economic growth. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must explain the importance of multilateralism with BRICS as a key example and the significance 
of it for Indian economy. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.  
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief narrate the background of the question. 
Body: 
Explain first why this summit is significant; Slowdown in the global GDP growth; trading 
arrangements in disarray; questions over the relevance of the World Trade Organization (WTO) etc. 
Discuss that India and China have buoyed the grouping with their growth, and even though the idea 
behind BRICS has been dimmed by sluggish growth in 
Brazil and South Africa, and Russia’s sanction-laden slowdown, the group has adapted to the times 
and proven its resilience. 
Suggest that It is greater connectivity and more trade that will allow the BRICS countries to claim 
their rightful space, and provide the leadership and energy that the global economic order needs 
urgently. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of it to India. 
Introduction:     

The 11th BRICS Summit, which concluded recently, focussed on building mechanisms for counter-

terrorism cooperation and strengthen India’s ties with the world’s five major economies. India is 

the world’s most “open and investment friendly” economy, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said as 

he wooed the BRICS business leaders and urged them to invest in the country’s infrastructure 

development. 

Body: 

Multilateralism in BRICS: 

 BRICS has proved its naysayers wrong since the idea of grouping the world’s “five emerging 

economies” was coined two decades ago. 

 India and China have buoyed the grouping with their growth, and even though the idea 

behind BRICS has been dimmed by sluggish growth in Brazil and South Africa, and Russia’s 

sanction-laden slowdown, the group has adapted to the times and proven its resilience. 

 Despite the five countries are heading in different directions politically, they have found 

ways to build a common vision for the world’s economic future with an emphasis on 

multilateralism and a joint statement at Brasilia that decried “unilateral and protectionist” 

actions. 

Significance of BRICS for India: 

 For India, in particular, the articulation of this vision comes at an important time, given that 

it faces its own economic crisis, and troubled trading ties with several nations. 
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 The failure of officials to resolve issues in time to join the Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) had raised questions about whether India is reversing its market 

liberalisation and openness to trade. 

 It is significant that India and China used the BRICS platform for continued talks on bringing 

India back into the RCEP fold and focused on resolving their trade issues through the 

recently launched mechanism led by Finance Ministers. 

 BRICS countries acknowledged the weakening of global economic growth in their statement. 

 BRICS countries reassured their commitment to the WTO though the original promoter of 

the multilateral structure, the U.S., is retrenching its interest in the body. 

 They also presented a vision for “rules-based, transparent, non-discriminatory, open, free 

and inclusive international trade”. 

 The efforts of the BRICS-led New Development Bank was commended and the BRICS 

business council in ensuring that BRICS countries, major drivers of growth in the past 

decade, continue to represent “close to a third of global output”. 

However, there are challenges: 

 BRICS has failed its founders in the vision of interdependence between the five countries. 

 Despite their combined population accounting for 40% of humanity, intra-BRICS trade still 

makes up just 15% of world trade. 

 It is claimed by critics that heterogeneity of the BRICS nations with its diverse interests 

possess a threat to the viability of the grouping. 

 All the countries in BRICS grouping trade with China more than each other, therefore it is 

blamed that as a platform to promote China’s interest. Balancing trade deficit with China is 

huge challenge for other partner nations. 

 Amidst, global slowdown, trade war and protectionism, the critical challenge for the BRICS 

consists in the development of a new global model of governance which should not be 

unipolar but inclusive and constructive. 

Way forward: 

 Greater connectivity and more trade that will allow the BRICS countries to claim their 

rightful space is much needed measure. 

 BRICS must provide the leadership and energy that the global economic order needs 

urgently. 

 BRICS should promote comprehensive development of all states — both big and small — 

and enhanced mutually beneficial cooperation among them on the basis of shared interests. 

 Democratization of international issues i.e. agreements on global agendas should be 

reached with the widest and equal participation of all stakeholders and be based on 

universally recognised legal norms. 

 The principle of respect for cultural and civilizational diversity of the world should be a top 

priority. 
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 BRICS nations should strive for peaceful and politico-diplomatic settlement of crisis and 

conflict in various regions of the world. 

Conclusion: 

BRICS, being one of the pillars of the emerging fairer polycentric world order, plays an important 

stabilising role in global affairs. In the storming ocean of world politics, BRICS can contribute 

significantly in maintaining international stability and ensuring global economic growth and 

becoming a united center of the multipolar world. 

 

Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, Indian Diaspora. 

Present an analysis of why India still defends its “developing country” status at the 

WTO? Explain this dichotomy in India’s development status.(250 words) 

The hindu 
Why this question: 
The article highlights that India might face challenges in the future to its status as a developing 
country in the multilateral forum of World Trade Organization (WTO). 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain that India is one of the fastest growing economies in the world. It has made giant strides in 
recent times in various fields. However, India prefers to be labeled as a developing country. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief explain how and why countries are labeled developing or developed by the WTO. 
Body: 
Explain why India prefers ‘developing country status’? – countries self-designate themselves as 
‘developing country’ to take advantage of 
Provisions like Article XVIII of GATT and other special and differential treatment (S&DT) provisions in 
the WTO agreements. 
Discuss the recent developments. 
Highlight the Principles proposed by USA on what does not constitute developing country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
 

Introduction: 

A group of 45 nations including India and China has insisted that countries must be allowed to make 

their own assessments regarding their developing country status. South Korea has said that it will no 

longer seek special treatment reserved for developing countries by the World Trade Organization in 

future negotiations given its enhanced global economic status. 

Body: 
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There are no WTO definitions of “developed” and “developing” countries. Members announce for 

themselves whether they are “developed” or “developing” countries. However, other members can 

challenge the decision of a member to make use of provisions available to developing countries. 

While on the one hand, the official narrative in India is that of a country making rapid developmental 

strides since 2014, on the other, when it comes to developmental status at the World Trade 

Organisation (WTO), India is trying hard to prove that it is a poor country. 

Developing country status: 

 The “developing country” status allows a member of the WTO to seek temporary exception 

from the commitments under various multilateral trade agreements ratified by the 

organisation. 

 Countries self-designate themselves as ‘developing country’ to take advantage of provisions 

like Article XVIII of GATT. 

 It was introduced during the initial days of the WTO as a mechanism to offer some respite to 

poor countries while they try to adjust to a new global trade order marked by lower barriers 

to trade. 

 Developing country status ensures special and differential treatment (S&DT) or provisions 

which allow them more time to implement agreements and commitments, 

 It includes measures to increase trading opportunities, safeguard their trade interests, and 

support to build capacity to handle disputes and implement technical standards. 

 These provisions are aimed at ensuring longer transitional periods to comply with WTO 

obligations, and affording technical assistance to countries, among other things. 

 Countries such as India and China, while seeking exception from various WTO agreements, 

have argued that their economic backwardness should be considered when it comes to the 

timeline of implementation of these agreements. 

 The issue of farm subsidies, for instance, is one over which rich and poor countries have had 

major disagreements. 

 The WTO, however, does not formally classify any of its members as a developing country. 

 Individual countries are allowed to unilaterally classify themselves as developing economies. 

 So, as many as two-thirds of the 164 members of the WTO have classified themselves as 

developing countries. 

India still defends its “developing country” status at the WTO: 

 India is a member of the G20 and its share in world exports is around 1.7% as of early 2019. 

So, as per these criteria, India will not qualify as a developing country. 

 While graduating to a ‘developed country’ status would have been a matter of joy, the 

ground reality is very different. India rightly countered the U.S.’s argument. 

 In a paper submitted to the WTO, it gave several numbers to show that it is still a poor 

country and thus requires S&DT provisions. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 218 

 For example, the paper showed that India’s GDP per capita is very low; India has 364 million 

people living in multidimensional poverty; the domestic subsidies provided to per farmer is a 

meagre $227; and India has a very low research and development capacity. 

Demands by developed countries: 

 For some time now, developed countries, mainly the US, have been asking the WTO to end 

the benefits being given to developing countries. 

 Nearly two-thirds of the members of the World Trade Organization(WTO) have been able to 

avail themselves of special treatment and to take on weaker commitments under the WTO 

framework by designating themselves as developing countries. 

Conclusion: 

Any unilateral action by the U.S. would be a violation of international law and yet another onslaught 

on trade multilateralism. At the same time, the Indian political leadership also needs to refrain from 

being on a publicity overdrive about India’s development. At times, its own rhetoric can come back 

to bite India. 

Use of trade barriers in the name of Fair trade is often just an excuse to raise more 

protectionist barriers to serve domestic special interest groups, Do you agree? Justify 

your opinion with suitable examples.(250 words) 

The hindu 
Why this question: 
Free trade which has driven the global economy since several decades has come under attacks in 
recent times. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to express opinion about free trade with suitable justifications. 
Directive: 
Justify – When you are asked to justify, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of the 
given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth of 
the statement in question using suitable case studies or/ and examples. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief define first what free trade is. 
Body: 
What is Free trade?-  It is a trade policy that does not restrict imports or exports; it can also be 
understood as the free market idea applied to international trade. 
Highlight the recent issues and stands taken by different countries like US and China. 
Explain then, how a country should reciprocate if barriers are imposed for its trade. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with the fact that Use of trade barriers in the name of Fair trade is often just an excuse to 
raise more protectionist barriers to serve domestic special interest groups. 
 

Introduction:     

Free trade focuses on the reduction of barriers and policies that favour certain countries or 

industries. Fair trade, however, favours the rights of workers, improved working conditions and 

seeks to eliminate pay discrepancies from country to country. Free trade, which enjoys almost 
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unanimous support among economists, has come under severe attack from politicians across the 

world. 

Body: 

Free trade policy is a trade policy that does not restrict imports or exports; it can also be understood 

as the free market idea applied to international trade. 

Trade barriers raised in name of fair trade: 

 Tariffs and other trade barriers are extremely popular among politicians. This can be 

attributed to the misconception that trade policy must be judged based on what good it 

does to a country’s producers rather than consumers. 

 The protectionist politician’s argument is that increasing tariffs on foreign goods protects 

domestic industries from unfair trade practices adopted by foreign governments. 

 S. President Donald Trump has accused China of ripping off the U.S. by, among other things, 

imposing high tariffs on American goods that are imported into China. 

 China has artificially lowering the value of the yuan against the U.S. dollar in order to 

encourage Chinese exports. 

 China has adopted domestic policies that favour local Chinese companies over American 

ones. Retaliatory tariffs, it is believed, will help level the playing field and ensure “fair trade”. 

 Another economic statistic that is misused to gather support for protectionist trade policies 

is the trade deficit. 

 A trade deficit is seen as a bad thing since it indicates that the value of a country’s imports is 

greater than the value of its exports. 

 But economists such as Milton Friedman have argued against the view that a country loses 

wealth when it experiences a trade deficit. 

 A trade deficit or surplus merely shows that people in different countries prefer to buy 

different things from one another. 

Benefits of free trade and removal of trade barriers: 

 The case for free trade does not depend simply on the condition that all countries must 

engage in “fair trade” practices. 

 Trade does not have to be “fair” for countries to benefit from it. 

 Competition between producers is usually considered good because, even though it could 

cause some of them to lose out, it benefits consumers who can buy cheaper and better 

goods. 

 In fact, a country that drops all trade barriers on its side can benefit from such trade 

liberalisation even when other countries refuse to do the same. 

 As the economist Paul Krugman wrote, “The economist’s case for free trade is essentially a 

unilateral case: A country serves its own interests by pursuing free trade regardless of what 

other countries may do”. 
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 This is because countries that remove trade barriers unilaterally, like Hong Kong and 

Singapore did, benefit their consumers, whose standard of living is improved greatly by 

access to foreign goods. 

 By the same token, a country that raises trade barriers works against the interests of its own 

consumers. 

 Of course, if all countries tore down their respective trade barriers, the world would be a 

richer place as goods can freely move around. 

 But in the meantime, unilateral free trade can at least benefit consumers in countries that 

decide to fully adopt it. 

Conclusion: 

Fair trade is often just an excuse to raise more protectionist barriers to serve domestic special 

interest groups. The world would be a richer place if leaders chose free trade over “fair trade”. 

The recently passed Code of wages, 2019 is a welcome progress. Discuss the main 

aspects of the code and the significance of the code.(250 words) 
The hindu 
Why this question: 
Public consultations over the rules for the Code on Wages, 2019 have begun recently. Thus the 
question. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the details of code of wages 2019 and the significance.  
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief narrate the background of the question. 
Body: 
Discuss the detailed features of the bill. 
The Code acknowledges that the aim in setting the floor wage is to ensure “minimum living 
standards” for workers and the draft rules incorporate criteria declared in a landmark judgment of 
the Supreme Court in 1992. 
Highlight the significance of the bill. 
What are the provisions and possible concerns ahead? 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with its impact on the overall economy. 
Introduction:     

The new Parliament passed the Code on Wages Bill, 2019 mandating a minimum wage across the 

country in its first session itself. This law mandates a universal minimum payment of ₹178 a day. 

The codification proposes to simplify 32 central labour laws into four codes to bring them in sync 

with the emerging economic situation, facilitate easier compliance by establishments, promote 

ease of living and ensure labour welfare and wage and social security for workers. The Code of 

Wages Bill is the first in the series of four labour codes. 

Body: 
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Main provisions of the Code of Wages: 

 The bill aims to transform the old and obsolete labour laws into more accountable and 

transparent ones and seeks to pave the way for the introduction of minimum wages and 

labour reforms in the country. 

 It regulates the wages and bonus payments in all employments where any industry, trade, 

business, or manufacturing is being carried out. 

 It seeks to subsume relevant provisions of The Minimum Wages Act, 1948, Payment of 

Wages Act 1936, Payment of Bonus Act, 1965 and Equal Remuneration Act 1976 
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 It universalizes the provisions of minimum wages and timely payment of wages to all 

employees irrespective of the sector and wage ceiling and seeks to ensure “Right to 

Sustenance” for every worker and intends to increase the legislative protection of minimum 

wage. 

 It has been ensured in the bill that employees getting monthly salary shall get the salary by 

7th of next month, those working on a weekly basis shall get the salary on the last day of the 

week and daily wagers should get it on the same day. 

 The provisions of the bill will apply to all the employees. At present, the provisions of both 

the Minimum Wages Act and Payment of Wages Act apply on workers below a particular 

wage ceiling working in Scheduled Employments only. 

 Many unorganized sector workers like agricultural workers, painters, persons working in 

restaurants and dhabas, chowkidars, etc. who were out of the ambit of minimum wages will 

get legislative protection of minimum wages after the bill becomes an Act. 

 The Central Government is empowered to fix the floor wages by taking into account the 

living standards of workers. It may set different floor wages for different geographical areas. 

 The minimum wages decided by the central or state governments must be higher than the 

floor wage. 

Significance of the wages Code: 

 According to the Periodic Labour Force Survey 2017-18, 45% of regular workers are paid less 

than the minimum wage. 

 The law would benefit about 50 crore workers. 

 With an easily understandable national wage floor— which would apply across job types and 

geographies—the hope is that compliance will improve. 

 At the moment, women earn roughly 45% less than men in the same occupation. It prohibits 

gender discrimination in matters related to wages and recruitment of employees for the 

same work or work of similar nature. 

 A national wage floor would also hopefully reduce rural-urban gaps. 

 Since casual workers can be fired easily, estimates show that the wage may even go down to 

a miserable ₹20 a day in times of poor demand. A mandated minimum wage will hopefully 

reduce these glaring inequities. 

 It will substantially reduce the number of minimum wages in the country from the existing 

more than 2000 rates of minimum wages. 

 This would ensure that every worker gets a minimum wage which will also be accompanied 

by an increase in the purchasing power of the worker thereby giving a fillip to growth in the 

economy. 

Shortcomings of the Code: 

 For one, the wage prescribed is less than half the ₹375 a day recommended by a high-

powered labour ministry panel. 
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 It is also miles away from the ₹700 fair wage that the 7th Central Pay Commission had 

arrived at. 

 The new law increases the prevailing minimum wage standard by a paltry ₹2 a day. 

 The minimum wage laws raise business labour costs. That’s already the largest budget item 

for most of them. When the government forces them to pay more per worker, they hire 

fewer workers to keep the total labour costs the same. This increases the unemployment 

rate. 

 It hits low-wage workers the hardest since they must now compete for fewer jobs. Some 

smaller companies may not be able to operate with fewer workers. They may be forced to 

declare bankruptcy instead. 

 According to the Confederation of Indian Industries (CII), states should have the power to 

determine minimum wages as the concept of a national minimum wage will affect job 

creation. 

 A minimum wage penalizes companies that are labour-intensive. By default, this rewards 

those that are in capital-intensive industries. Over time, this can shift the very fabric of the 

country’s economic base. 

 Minimum wage laws may increase job outsourcing. Companies move their facilities to 

countries where labour costs are lower. 

 Minimum wage laws may not reduce the country’s poverty. It helps the workers who have 

jobs but increases unemployment. Research shows experienced workers received higher pay 

for less experienced workers lost their jobs. 

 It could raise the cost of living in some areas. A higher minimum wage allows workers to pay 

more for housing. As a result, landlords could raise rents, creating inflation. 

Measures needed: 

 Increasing the ambit of the minimum wage system, it recommended deciding minimum 

wages on the basis of skills and split across geographical regions. 

 With the government in the process of bringing the Code on Wages Bill in Parliament, the 

survey said the rationalisation of minimum wages proposed by the Bill should be supported. 

 The survey suggested the government should notify a “national floor minimum 

wage” across five regions, after which States can fix their own minimum wages, but not 

lower than the floor wage. 

 This would bring uniformity and make States “almost equally attractive from the point of 

view of labour cost for investment as well as reduce distress migration.” 

 The proposed Code on Wages Bill should extend applicability of minimum wages to all 

employments/workers in all sectors and should cover both the organized as well as the 

unorganized sector. 

 A mechanism for regular adjustment of minimum wages should be developed, with a 

national-level dashboard at the Centre that States can access and update. 
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 An easy to recall toll-free number to lodge complaints about non-payment of minimum 

wages should be publicised. 

Conclusion: 

A simple, coherent and enforceable Minimum Wage System should be designed with the aid of 

technology as minimum wages push wages up and reduce wage inequality without significantly 

affecting employment. An effective minimum wage policy is a potential tool not only for the 

protection of low paid workers but is also an inclusive mechanism for more resilient and sustainable 

economic development. 
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