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Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 

Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

Do you think the early development of historical studies of Buddhist art and 

architecture in India is closely linked to the British’s’ discovery of Buddhism? Give your 

opinion with suitable justifications.(250 words) 
Medieval history NCERT by R S Sharma 
  

Introduction:     

The early development of historical study of Buddhist art and architecture in India is definitely 

closely linked to the British discovery of Buddhism. It began with the reports of the explorations of 

the Buddhist sites in northern India conducted by Alexander Cunningham and his colleagues under 

the aegis of the Archaeological Survey of India, during the 1880s. 

Body: 

Contributions of the British in rediscovering Buddhism: 

 Sir William Jones, the brilliant polymath who contributed more than any other individual to 

India’s national cultural renaissance. 

 Alongside his day job as a judge in Calcutta, Jones studied and mastered Sanskrit, rescued it 

from a narrow Brahmin monopoly, translated its classics and used the language to unlock 

the glories of our long forgotten Hindu and Buddhist past. 

 James Prinsep’s labours produced the biggest breakthrough in Indian historiography, the 

deciphering of the long-forgotten Brahmi script and through it the discovery of the Mauryan 

empire that had united the subcontinent in the 3rd century BC. 

 Ashoka’s edicts had announced the emperor’s conversion to Buddhism; but little was yet 

known about this obscure religion or the man who had founded it. 

 The discovery of the Buddha’s Indian connections was again the work of dedicated British 

explorers. 

 In the late 1790s, a British naturalist, who had heard reports in Burma that the Buddha was 

a Bihari, tracked down the Bodh Gaya Buddhist ruins. 

 In the following decades, the Buddha’s Indian roots were confirmed by the excavation of a 

series of mysterious, dome-like stupas. 

 First came the discovery in 1819 of Sanchi by a British army officer. Sanchi had long lain 

buried in forests, thus escaping destruction by either the Brahmanical Hindu revival that 

wiped out Indian Buddhism or by the Muslim invasions that shattered so many temples. 

 The stupas became the focus for further excavations by the man regarded as the father of 

Indian archaeology, Lieutenant Alexander Cunningham of the Royal Engineers. 

 In 1834, Cunningham used his engineering skills to drill deep down into the main stupa 

at Sanchi, where he discovered evidence that Buddhism had been widespread for several 

centuries from the Mauryan period down to the Gupta empire. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 8 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 Cunningham unravelled the mighty Dhameka Stupa at Sarnath in 1835, which was 

cylindrical and quite unlike other hemi-spherical stupas. It marked the spot of the ‘Deer 

Park’, where Buddha gave his first sermon after attaining his enlightenment. 

 Cunningham’s last major discovery was the Bharhut stupa, full of Mauryan Buddhist 

treasures which he sent off to Calcutta Museum, to be restored by the enthusiastic 

antiquarian Viceroy, Lord Curzon. 

 By using the bearings and distances mentioned by travellers like Fa Xian and Xuan Zang, 

Cunningham succeeded in fixing the locations of many of the famous sites mentioned in 

ancient Indian texts and thus rediscovering them. 

 Cunningham’s doggedness led him to rediscover and re-excavate Bodh Gaya in 1861 that 

Hamilton Buchanan had reported half a century ago as a place covered by a thick forest. 

 Cunningham’s further discoveries in 1862-63 were as important in the treatment of 

historical amnesia. 

 He, identified Ramnagar as the ancient ‘Ahich-chatra’; Kosam as the great ‘Kausambi’ and 

Sahet Mahet as the historic ‘Sravasti’. 

 Captain John Smith was the first European to stumble upon the Ajanta caves in 1819. The 

caves consist of Buddhist rock-cut temples dating back to time between 2 BC and 6 BC. 

 The Amravati stupa, that Col. Colin Mackenzie had stumbled upon first in 1798 is a major 

discovery in the British Archaeology. 

 A Scottish revenue official, Sir Walter Elliot, excavated the site of Mauryan stupa at 

Amaravati in Andhra in the 1840s and carted off some of the finest sculptures to the 

Madras Museum, whence some later found their way to the British Museum. 

 The next significant discovery after Amaravati and Ajanta was in 1830, General 

Ventura uncovered the Manikyala Stupa at Taxila. 

 More interesting is the fact that British scholars and archaeologists utilised Indian or Chinese 

texts, mainly Buddhist, to provide them with valuable clues to many historical sites. 

Conclusion: 

Buddhism had survived and prospered outside its homeland, but in its cradle and nursery its 

existence was forgotten. Thus, within just eight decades, Buddhist architecture was suddenly 

brought back into our memory and served to stoke a strong sense of pride among Indians who were 

thoroughly demoralised by the systematic campaign of British rulers to belittle their past. Despite 

the Britishers being colonizers, they helped in rediscovering some of the treasures of Buddhism 

which were in a deplorable state. 

Bhakti and Sufi movements brought a new form of religious expression amongst 

Muslims and Hindus. Elaborate the statement highlighting how they worked for 

communal harmony.(250 words) 
Medieval India Old NCERT History Text Book by Satish Chandra – class XI 
Why this question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I based upon the communal harmony that 
existed during medieval times. 
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Key demand of the question: 
One must bring out the significance of Bhakti and Sufi movements in keeping the Hindu-Muslim 
religions bound together and creating an environment of harmony. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Briefly introduce evolution of Bhakti and Sufi movement in India.  
Body: 
One should first bring out How of Bhakti and Sufi movement created a new form of religious 
expression. 
Explain how they worked against communalism and in what way they worked for communal 
harmony.  Discuss that the Hindu as well as the Muslim saints emphasized religious simplicity. They 
stressed human qualities and moral attitudes. They stressed that a true religious man is one who is 
pure in thought and action. 
Discuss few popular Bhakti and Sufi saints to add weightage to the answer. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reasserting significance of their contributions. 
Introduction:     

The Bhakti and Sufi movements had brought the whole of the Indian Subcontinent under their sway. 

The Bhakti and Sufi saints lived and worked in the midst of the common people. They needed to 

reach out to common people in order to spread their socio-religious and philosophical messages. 

They did everything to establish brotherhood, love and friendship between the Hindus and Muslims. 

Body: 

Bhakti and Sufi movements worked for Communal Harmony: 

 They have strong elements of mysticism, giving no importance to rituals, aimed at an 

understanding of the divine by transcending anthropomorphic understandings. 

 People of all religions, in many countries, frequent their shrines, and this again is similar to 

the Bhakti saints, who have a vast following among people of different religions. 

 Bhakti and Sufi traditions gave respectability to many low castes, posing a challenge to the 

upper caste hegemony; this tradition had an inclusive approach towards Muslims as well. 

 The Bhakti and Sufi traditions opposed the rituals, hegemony of the elite of society. They 

adopted the languages more popular with the masses. Also, they talked of one God. 

Bhakti and Sufi traditions threatened communalism: 

 One region’s Bhakti movement has often tried to include the Bhakti movements of others 

under its own encompassing wings. When Tulsidas wrote the Ramcharitmanas, he chose the 

“Muslim” premakhyan form to do so. 

 They treated Hindus and Muslims alike. Amir Khusrau said “Though the Hindu is not like me 

in religion, he believes in the same things that I do”. 
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 Sufis bridged the communal divide as is evidenced by the reverence the Subcontinent’s non-

Muslim population exhibited for Sufi saints. Sufism around the world and in the 

Subcontinent had the depth to connect beyond caste, creed and gender 

 The slogan of Bhaktism that ‘Allah and God are same’ brought Hindus and Muslims closer. 

Path of brotherhood became clear. 

 Bhakti tradition preached the principle of coexistence. As a result of their teachings much of 

the bitterness between the Hindus and Muslims was removed. The Hindus began to worship 

Muslim saints and the Muslims began to show respect for the Hindu Gods. 

Bhakti and Sufi movements united humanity: 

 Sant Kabir and Guru Nanak had preached a non-sectarian religion based on universal love. 

The Sufis believed in the concept of Wahdat-ul-Wajud (Unity of Being) which was promoted 

by Ibn-i-Arabi. He opined that all beings are essentially one. Different religions were 

identical. 

 They awakened a new sense of confidence and attempted to redefine social and religious 

values. Saints like Kabir and Nanak stressed upon the reordering of society along egalitarian 

lines. Their call to social equality attracted many a downtrodden. 

 The importance of the Bhakti and Sufi saints lies in the new atmosphere created by them, 

which continued to affect the social, religious and political life of India even in later 

centuries. Akbar’s liberal ideas were a product of this atmosphere in which he was born and 

brought up. 

 A notable contribution of the Sufis was their service to the poorer and downtrodden 

sections of society. Nizamuddin Auliya was famous for distributing gifts amongst the needy 

irrespective of religion or caste. 

 Sufi’s culture and ideology represents Islamic syncretic tradition that alone would resist the 

forces of Islamic fundamentalism and terrorism. 

 They rebelled against all forms of religious formalism, orthodoxy, falsehood and hypocrisy 

and endeavoured to create a new world order in which spiritual bliss was the only and the 

ultimate goal. 

 At a time when struggle for political power was the prevailing madness, the Sufi saints 

reminded men of their moral obligations. To a world torn by strife and conflict they tried to 

bring peace and harmony. 

 In the rural agricultural background of human life, Sufism became a vehicle of spiritual and 

cultural upliftment of people. 

 The roots of Indian Feminism can be traced to women in Bhakti, who challenged Brahminical 

patriarchy through their songs, poems and ways of life. 

 At a time where most spaces were restricted to women, they embraced Bhakti to define 

their own truths to reform society, polity, relationships and religions. 

 They broke all societal rules and stereotypes, and lived their lives as they pleased. 

Conclusion: 
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The essence of the Sufi and Bhakti tradition are reminders that the spiritual-moral part of religion 

has been undermined in current times. The inclusive, humane-nature of these traditions needs to 

be upheld and the divisive-exclusionary versions of religions have to be ignored for humanity to 

progress. 

Discuss the values and teaching of Guru Nanak and elaborate upon their relevance in 

the context of present social changes.(250 words) 
Indianexpress 
Why this question: 
Today being 550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak, the article highlights in what way his teachings 
are more relevant than ever and how they provide for a road way to a better future. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must bring out the values and teaching of Guru Nanak and elaborate upon their relevance in the 
context of present social changes. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In first discuss in short the facts related to Guru Nanak; Born in 1469 in Nankana Sahib, Pakistan, He 
advocated Nirguna bhakti, He firmly repudiated practices of religions around him like sacrifices, ritual 
baths, idol worship, austerities, and scriptures of both Hindus and Muslims etc. 
Body: 
Explain in detail the philosophies propounded by him. 
He took the god as formless which has now gender and proposed a simple way to connect to him by 
just remembering and repeating his name. 
He set up rules for congregational worship (sangat) involving collective recitation. 
He appointed Angad to succeed him as the Guru. 
He never wished to establish new religion, but after his death his followers consolidated his practices 
and distinguished from both Hindus and Muslims by calling themselves ‘Sikhs’. 
Then discuss that his teaching hold great value today in overcoming caste and religious 
discrimination, intolerance of other views, corruption, addiction of alcohol and drugs, clash of 
civilizations, terrorism and other social evils. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that in a world that is increasingly fragmented with a narrow, tunnel vision, bigotry and 
dogmatism, we have to walk on the path shown to us by Nanak and other illustrious gurus to dispel 
the darkness that constantly threatens to envelop individuals, communities and nations. 
Introduction:     

Guru Nanak (1469-1539), whose 550th birth anniversary is being celebrated on 12th Nov 2019, is 

the greatest thinker, philosopher, poet, traveller, political rebel, social leveller, mass 

communicator and spiritual master the land of Punjab has produced. He is the founder of Sikhism 

and was a contemporary of Kabir. He became acquainted with the teachings of both Hinduism and 

Islam and met holy men of both religions. In the process, he developed distaste for the superficial 

aspects of religious practice, questioning their efficacy and value in achieving God realization. 

Body: 

Values and teachings of Guru Nanak: 
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 Nanak had played a very dominant role in the Bhakti movement of medieval India. Both 

Sufism and Bhakti had contributed to the development of Nanak’s religious philosophy. 

 So his teachings were composite by nature comprising of the noblest principles of Hinduism 

and Islam. At the same time, he discarded the retrograde elements of both religions. 

 Nanak believed in the presence of a soul in every human being. Good actions of a man help 

the soul to merge with the Eternal soul that is God. 

 Nanak Dev castigated ostentatious display of religiosity and superficial observation of 

religious conduct. He laid emphasis on inner virtue and adherence to truth, sincerity and 

honesty in devotion to God. 

 Evil actions increase the burden of sin for which the soul cannot rise high and remains in 

darkness. So each individual must do good and be virtuous to get eternal liberation from the 

bondage of the world. 

 Some basic teachings of Guru Nanak were: 

o Submission to the will of God (Waheguru) 

o One God 

o Goodwill for all 

o Speaking truth 

o Social Service 

o Overcoming 5 evils — Ego, Anger, Greed, Attachment and Lust 

o Adopting 5 virtues — Truth, Compassion, Contentment, Discipline and 

Contemplation 

o No discrimination 

o Stop following rituals/idol worship/superstitions 

 Guru Nanak traced the progress of the human beings on the path of liberation in five distant 

phases by attaining five distinct ideals: dharam, gian, saram, karam and sach. 

 Doing good works, finally he becomes eligible for the divine grace through which he comes 

face to face with the divine Truth (sach) and attains liberation. 

Relevance in the current context: 

 The teachings of Guru Nanak are very relevant in the modern world, which is presently 

suffering from a deep moral and spiritual crisis, characterized by religious animosity, 

unbridled materialism, moral decline, superficial religiosity and misuse of religions and 

religious symbols. 

 His teachings transcend social and religious barriers and appeal to us directly as the guiding 

principles of an ideal human life that can bring out the best in our character and reconnect 

us with our source. 
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 Guru Nanak would have declared that a Sikh would not become a true devotee of God and 

followers of his teachings by just being born in a Sikh family or wearing the five Ks or visiting 

a Gurudwara or by superficially reciting the Adi Granth. 

 More important than all these is adhering to truth, devotion to God, constantly 

remembering His name, practicing inner purity by overcoming the five enemies of lust, 

greed, attachment, anger and pride, cultivating selflessness and doing selfless service to 

humanity. 

 You can lead a normal and ordinary life, as a householder, just as Nanakji did, doing 

whatever you are interested in, but with a selfless attitude, keeping your heart and mind 

filled with devotion to God and dedicating your life to the service of God and His creation. 

 His teaching holds great value today in overcoming caste and religious discrimination, 

intolerance of other views, corruption, addiction of alcohol and drugs, clash of civilisations, 

terrorism and other social evils. 

Conclusion: 

Thus Nanak’s teachings rested upon two themes—praise of virtues and condemnation of vices. In 

other words, moral conduct and emphasis on moral values constituted the foundation of his 

teachings. 

Discuss the contributions of celebrated Tamil poet and Philosopher Tiruvalluvar.(250 words) 

The hindu 
Why this question: 
There has been a growing tendency in the recent times in our society to appropriate the legacy of 
Tiruvalluvar for achieving narrow political 
Gains.  
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss in detail the contributions of celebrated Tamil poet and Philosopher Tiruvalluvar. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Introduce with description of Who was Tiruvalluvar. 
Body: 
Explain in detail about Tiruvalluvar; his works and contributions in terms of philosophy, poems etc. 
He is best known for his famous work Thirukkuṛaḷ. This work consists of couplets on ethics, political 
and economical 
Matters and love. Thirukkural is a highly celebrated work in Tamil 
Literature. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that he was a poet above all labels; religion; and with no boundaries. 
Introduction:     

Thiruvalluvar commonly known as Valluvar, was a celebrated Tamil poet and philosopher-saint. He is 

believed to have lived between 3rd Century BC and 1st Century BC. Valluvar has influenced a wide 

range of scholars down the ages since his time across the ethical, social, political, economic, 
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religious, philosophical, and spiritual spheres. He has long been venerated as a great sage, and his 

literary works a classic of Tamil culture. 

Body: 

Contributions: 

 He has contributed the Thirukkural or ‘Kural’ to the Sangam literature. 

 The Thirukkural, a set of 1,330 couplets thematically divided into three books and 133 

chapters, is widely regarded as a secular tome. 

 Its message is best seen in the first book on virtue, while the two others deal 

with wealth and love. 

 The Tirukkural has been compared to the great books of the world’s major religions. 

 It holds importance in the same way the Bhagavad Gita or the Ramayana are in traditional 

North Indian Hindu households. 

 Thirukkural aims at guiding human beings to lead a moral, ethical and useful life in this 

world. Its focus, unlike religious works, is “life on earth” and “life-affirmation”. 

 Despite Thiruvalluvar’s reasonable tone, many of his ideas were revolutionary. 

 He dismissed the caste system: “One is not great because of one’s birth in a noble family; 

one is not low because of one’s low birth.” 

 The poet maintained that goodness is its own reward and should not be regarded as a mere 

means to a comfortable afterlife. 

 He has remained common to all sections of society over the centuries 

Ethical values from Thirukkural: 

 It preaches simplicity and truth throughout its verses. 

 The ethics propounded by the Thirukkural are eminently practical and universal. 

 Its concern is primarily the world of all of us. 

 It is realistic in its approach to human life, and the author, Tamil poet and philosopher 

Thiruvalluvar, makes no distinction between men on the basis of caste or creed. 

 According to him, there are in- deed two classes of people: the noble and the ignoble. But 

birth, he says, has nothing to do with either. 

 Valluvar gives supreme importance to virtue. He affirms that all aspects and all stages of 

human life should be governed by virtue. 

 He deals with a wide range of virtues or positive qualities to be cultivated and negative 

qualities to be eschewed. 

 He states that good conduct and character is the pathway to perfection. It earns the 

appreciation and respect of people. It also leads to purification of heart, which is an 

indispensable requirement for higher spiritual attainment. 

Conclusion: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 15 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

Thiruvalluvar is revered as an ancient saint, poet, and a philosopher by Tamils, irrespective of their 

religion. He is an essential anchor for Tamils in tracing their cultural roots; Tamils are taught to learn 

his couplets word-for-word, and to follow his teachings in their day-to-day living. 

Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. 

Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel was a selfless leader, who had a vision for the unification of 

the country’s interest above all other, and shaped India’s fate with unwavering 

devotion. Discuss. (250 words). 
Timesofindia 
Why this question: 
On 31 October 1875, ‘Iron Man of India’ Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was born in Nadiad village in 
present-day Gujarat. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to highlight the significant contributions made by SVP to the consolidation of post 
independent India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief narrate Write a few introductory lines about the Sardar Patel. 
Body: 
Vallabhbhai Patel, popularly known as Sardar Patel was an Indian politician. He served as the first 
Deputy Prime Minister of India. 
He was an Indian barrister and statesman, a senior leader of the Indian National Congress and a 
founding father of the Republic of India who played a leading role in the country’s struggle for 
independence and guided its integration into a united, independent nation. 
Patel was raised in the countryside of state of Gujarat. He was a successful lawyer. He subsequently 
organized peasants from Kheda, Borsad, and Bardoli in Gujarat in non-violent civil disobedience 
against the British Raj, becoming one of the most influential leaders in Gujarat.  
Discuss how he prevented balkanization of the country. 
Briefly discuss about the integration process of Hyderabad, Junagardh, and Jammu Kashmir. 
Conclusion: 
Give a fair and balanced conclusion on the above. 
 

Introduction:   

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the Iron Man of India, also considered to be the architect of modern India. 

India’s first deputy prime minister and home minister is remembered perhaps most for the manner 

in which he united the country by integrating 562 princely states soon after Independence. Modern 

Indian history is incomplete without Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. His vision, his work, and his principles 

were highly remarkable in Independent India 

Body: 
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Contribution of Sardar Patel: 

Integrating India: 

 When India became independent in 1947, Sardar Patel took over the role as a deputy PM at a 

time when Indian history was in a very critical stage. 

 In a truly masterful display of statesmanship, Sardar Patel ensured a smooth integration of the 

troubled domains by not allowing the situation to deteriorate into civil unrest. There was neither 

bloodshed nor any kind of rebellion as he went about the task of building a strong India with a 

missionary zeal. 

 He played an important role in bringing the 565 self-governing princely states and territories 

into the Indian federation. 

 Adopting different approaches as warranted by the situation, he gave friendly advice in some 

cases, persuaded the rulers to see reason in others and even used force as in the case of 

Hyderabad  

 He drew a new map of India with every princely State being a part of the Indian union and thus, 

paved the way for cultural unity and harmony. 

 Sardar Patel worked with astonishing speed to dismantle the history of imperialism and create 

the geography of unity with the spirit of nationalism. He saved India from Balkanization and 

integrated even the weakest of limbs into the national framework. 

Civil services in Independent India: 

 According to many, the actual acknowledgment for the formation of the Indian Civil Service in 

free India goes to Sardar Patel.  

 His argument led to form a groundwork for Unified National Administration.  

 Patel had the vision to create a strong and vibrant administrative system 

Concern about border security: 
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 Patel conceptualized some of the greatest policies to keep India secured from border countries’ 

attack. He wanted India to focus on:  

 The need for strengthening defence force. 

 Examining and reshuffling the military position in various borders. 

 Strengthening Northern and North-Eastern frontier. 

 Improvement of transport and communication in these border areas. 

 The roots of Amul can be traced back to his vision for empowering local communities, 

particularly women. It was Sardar Patel who also popularized the idea of cooperative housing 

societies, thus ensuring dignity and shelter for man. 

 Patel’s lasting contribution was protecting the Indian constitution from the ogre of communal 

electorates. 

 He was a major driving force behind the liberal industrial policy resolution of 1948. 

 Patel was among the few to see the dangers from China’s imminent takeover of Tibet. 

Conclusion: 

With this it can be safely concluded that, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s contribution to the Integration 

of India, his vision of a newly born state was unmatched and none of the contemporaries could have 

lived up to the requirements of the time better than him. 

India’s fiasco to convert its victory of the 1971 war into a long-lasting peace in the 

region via the Shimla Agreement of 1972 is a case of missed opportunity. Examine. (250 

words) 
The hindu 
Why this question: 
November 19, 2019 marked the 102nd birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. 
Thirty-five years after her death, she continues to be regarded as the most courageous and decisive 
leader India has had. Her time in office was marked by epoch-making achievements, including the 
swift and successful prosecution of the war with Pakistan in 1971.  
Key demand of the question: 
One must provide for a detailed analysis of the Shimla agreement of 1972 post war of 1971 and 
explain in what way it proved to be a missed opportunity. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect it, 
investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In short discuss about the Shimla agreement. 
Body: 
Explain that the Agreement was the result of the resolve of both the countries to “put an end to the 
conflict and confrontation that have hitherto marred their relations”. It conceived the steps to be 
taken for further normalization of mutual relations and it also laid down the principles that should 
govern their future relations. 
Then move on to explain what the concerns around the agreement are. 
Discuss why the agreement brought disadvantageous peace for India. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude that India’s failure to convert India’s victory in the 1971 war into a durable peace will 
continue to bear its consequences on India-Pakistan relations, one of them being India having to 
confront a nuclear Pakistan. 
This should serve as a learning lesson for India in future relations with its neighbor. 
Introduction:     

The Shimla Agreement was signed on July 2, 1972, by Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, the then Prime minister of 

Pakistan, and Indira Gandhi, the then Prime Minister of India. Indira Gandhi’s time in office was 

marked by epoch-making achievements, including the swift and successful war with Pakistan in 

1971. 

Body: 

India had three primary objectives at Shimla: 

 First, a lasting solution to the Kashmir issue or, failing that, an agreement that would 

constrain Pakistan from involving third parties in discussions about the future of Kashmir. 

 Second, it was hoped that the Agreement would allow for a new beginning in relations with 

Pakistan based upon Pakistan’s acceptance of the new balance of power. 

 Third, it left open the possibility of achieving both these objectives without pushing Pakistan 

to the wall and creating a revanchist anti-India regime. 

Key Provisions of Shimla Agreement: 

 Principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations shall govern the relations 

between the two countries. 

 Two countries resolved to settle their differences by peaceful means through bilateral 

negotiations or by any other peaceful means mutually agreed upon between them. 

 The agreement converted the cease-fire line of 17 December 1971 into the Line of Control 

(LOC) between India and Pakistan and it was agreed that ‘neither side shall seek to alter it 

unilaterally, irrespective of mutual differences and legal interpretations’ 

 Respecting each other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty and non-interference in each 

other’s internal affairs. 

 To refrain from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political 

independence of each other. 

 Both governments will take all steps within their power to prevent hostile propaganda 

directed against each other. 

 Withdrawal of Troops from International Border and exchanging prisoners of war. 

Concerns with Shimla Agreement: 

 The spirit of the Shimla Agreement lost: 

o India has maintained that Kashmir dispute is a bilateral issue keeping with the spirit 

of the Shimla Agreement and must be settled through bilateral negotiations, and 

thus, had denied any third party intervention even that of the United Nations. 
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o This has not stopped Pakistan from internationalizing the Kashmir issue. 

o The agreement converting the ceasefire line of 17 December 1971 into the Line of 

Control (LOC) between India and Pakistan was to, in the future convert this LOC into 

the international border which could have been a solution to the Kashmir issue. 

o But there has been a difference of opinion regarding this in India and Pakistan. 

 Pakistan not held accountable: 

o The Shimla Agreement and the subsequent Delhi Agreement, 1973 gave Pakistan 

everything it wanted: the territory it lost to India in the war and the safe return of all 

its soldiers without one of them being held responsible for the genocidal campaign 

unleashed in what is now Bangladesh. 

o India ought to have rightly insisted that an international tribunal try those prisoners 

of war who had contributed to the well-documented genocide in Bangladesh. 

o This would have also eroded the credibility of the Pakistani Army, eliminated it as a 

political force and led to more enduring peace in the region. 

 Disadvantageous peace for India: 

o Post-1971 war, India had Pakistan on its knees, holding over 15,000 square 

kilometres of its territory and 93,000 of its soldiers which were nearly a quarter of 

its army, as prisoners of war. Some have considered India’s move to return these to 

Pakistan a blunder. 

o Though the decision to repatriate Pakistani prisoners of war was reportedly taken to 

get Sheikh Mujibur Rahman back to Bangladesh alive and well. 

o But that thinking doesn’t seem correct given that the repatriation of Pakistani 

prisoners of the war occurred after the signing of the Delhi Agreement, long after 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had returned to Bangladesh in January 1972. 

o The Shimla agreement was mild on the aggressor country given that Pakistan had 

waged war on India. 

 No enduring Peace: 

o Nothing in the Agreement pinned Pakistan down to future good behaviour. What 

the Shimla Agreement failed to achieve for India could well have been obtained 

through the 1973 Delhi Agreement signed by India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. 

o But India failed to leverage its dominant position to ensure enduring peace in the 

region. 

o It included some non-binding provisions, such as the clause requiring both 

governments “to take all steps within their power to prevent hostile propaganda 

directed against each other”. Pakistan started working on nuclear weapons post this 

agreement. 

o The agreement has not prevented the relationship between the two countries from 

deteriorating to the point of armed conflict, most recently in the Kargil War of 1999. 
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o In Operation Meghdoot of 1984 India seized all of the inhospitable Siachen Glacier 

region where the frontier had been clearly not defined in the agreement. 

Conclusion: 

India ought to have rightly insisted that an international tribunal try those prisoners of war who had 

contributed to the well-documented genocide in Bangladesh. This would have also eroded the 

credibility of the Pakistani Army, eliminated it as a political force and led to a more enduring peace 

in the region. We will continue to bear its consequences, one of them being confronting a nuclear 

Pakistan. 
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Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India. 

Do you think marriage as a social institution is losing its relevance in the society? 

Critically analyze.(250 words) 
Timesofindia 
Why this question: 
The question is based on the topic from sociology subject of GS paper I. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must analyse in detail the concept of marriage as a social institution and in what way its losing 
its relevance owing to different factors. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
First define what Marriage is. How is it a social institution? 
Body: 
Explain in detail the functions of marriage then analyze how many of the functions are getting 
replaced by rise of other institutions and attitudinal changes. 
Discuss the sanctity surrounding marriage and the belief in the system has not gone out. 
Provide for factors responsible for deterioration of marriage as an institution. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     

The institution of marriage is the central draft of all the forms of human society which are a part of 

civilization. The significance of an institution of Marriage lies in the fact that it results in the cause 

and effect of procreation besides providing a moral and ethical social bonding. Marriage not only 

brings about the union of two persons but two families as well. 

Body: 

Importance of Marriage as a social institution: 

 Humans are social by nature and it is not fit for them to live alone. Marriage is a bond like no 

other. It makes two souls become one. It gives one a life partner, a teammate, a best friend 

for life as we move through the challenges of life together. 

 As common as a single-parent family is in the modern day, it would be wrong to say they 

don’t function as well as or achieve things as a two-parent family. 

 However, studies do suggest that children raised with both mother and father do have 

certain advantages over children raised in households with one parent. 

 Studies also suggest that children without one parent show an increase in mental and 

behavioural disorders as well as criminal activities and substance abuse. 

 On the other hand, a child raised in a healthy family gets to experience the lasting benefits 

of a strong family. 
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 Marriage also provides an opportunity to grow together and live selflessly as you serve your 

spouse and children. It is more than a physical union, it is also a spiritual and emotional 

union. 

The role of marriage has been changed by the trend of the social, the culture consequence, the 

bond between marriage and parenthood. The reasons for the same are: 

 Cohabitation: Some people might not marry and cohabit instead, because they are not 

ready to make a commitment to their partner and might cohabit first instead and ‘trying 

before buying’, with cohabiting together as a trial run, to experience what it would be like to 

live with that person. 

 Compromising on a career: As an independent and strong person, he/she is completely 

bounded towards career and personal growth but when it comes to marriage, there comes a 

responsibility of the complete household and in this problem, he/she may have to give up or 

compromise on his/her career. 

 Increasing divorces: Today divorce is a lot more socially acceptable, with lots of media 

influence and more benefits for single parents and also the fact it is a lot easier. Many 

people don’t really see marriage as that important anymore and instead of living in an 

‘empty shell marriage’, which is when a couple remain legally married even though it is 

technically over, in the eyes of the husband and wife, they simply get divorced, as we seem 

to have a lot more freedom now. 

 Choice: Some people have the notion of either marrying or not. It depends on their choice. 

They do not think about social pressures or the pressure from their families. Young people 

are mostly sided towards their choice part. 

 Adopting kids is no more considered as a taboo: Couples can adopt a child and raise it 

without any other formalities of marriage. 

 Expensive affair: expense of marriage, as marriages can cost up to the thousands of pounds. 

Many people don’t see the point in spending thousands of pounds on getting married and 

due to the current recession, lots of people are struggling financially and cannot afford it, so 

decide to just ‘cohabit’ together. 

Conclusion: 

As far as Indian society is concerned, the relevance of marriage is still intact. Though there might be 

some changes in the opinions and perspective about marriages yet we see marriage is still given 

much importance even today. Despite live-in relationships becoming a norm in the metropolises. 

Present the business case for gender equality in our society with suitable 

illustrations.(250 words) 
Livemint 
  

Introduction:     

Gender based segregation is the distribution of workers across and within occupations, based upon 

demographic characteristics like gender. Social mores, rising incomes of men, and gender-based 

segregation in the job market are limiting women’s economic empowerment in India 
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Body: 

Current situation: 

 The latest round of the National Family Health Survey (NFHS) conducted in 2015-16 shows 

that the proportion of working women has witnessed a sharp decline compared to a 

decade ago. 

 In 2005-06, when the last NFHS survey was conducted, 43% of married women in the age 

group of 15-49 years had reported working in the past 12 months. 

 This proportion has declined to 31% in the latest survey. 98% of married men in the same 

age bracket reported having worked in the last 12 months, the data shows. 

 Despite an increase in the last 10 years, the proportion of married women earning more 

than their husbands remains low at 19%. 

 Only 18% of India’s GDP is from paid work by women, compared to 40% in China. Only 27% 

of India’s workforce is composed of women, compared to 48% globally. 

 India ranks 120 among 131 countries in female labour force participation rates. 

 Only 14% of India’s elected members of Parliament are women, compared to, say, 24% of 

the members of the House of Representatives in the US. 

 In Nagaland, there are eight women for every 10 men in the labour force, as against just two 

women for every 10 men in Delhi. 

 Women in very low-income households work by necessity, mostly in the informal sector. An 

estimated 120 million, or 97% of all female workers, fall into this category. 

 While 44% of graduating college students are women, only 25% of entry-level professionals 

are women. This indicates yet another cultural norm of early marriage and home-based 

roles for women. 

 Moreover, this 25% drops further to a paltry 4% of CXOs in India who are women. 

Gender based segregation limits women’s empowerment: 

 The under-representation of women in the workforce is both a social and economic loss. 

 A Harvard Business Review study shows that companies with women occupying 30% of 

leadership positions are 15% more profitable than companies with no women in leadership 

positions. 

 Closer home, if Indian women participated in the workforce to the same extent as women 

across the world, India’s gross domestic product (GDP) would be higher by 27% and grow an 

additional 1.5% each year. 

 Three key factors that have limited the role of women in the Indian economy: the role of 

entrenched gender norms in our society, the rising incomes of men (which raises family 

income and makes it easier for women to quit working), and the lack of quality jobs for 

women. 

 The latest evidence on regressive attitudes towards women comes from the Social 

Attitudes Research India survey covering Delhi, Mumbai, UP and Rajasthan in 2016. 
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 A new study based on the survey shows that a significant share of men and women feel that 

married women whose husbands earn a good living should not work outside the home. 

Factors responsible for such a fall in working rates of women: 

 Maternity: Many women who join the workforce are unable to re-join after having a child. 

 The landmark legislation Maternity Benefit Act, 2017, which entitles a woman to 26 weeks 

of paid maternity leave, is becoming a big hurdle as start-ups and SMEs have become 

reluctant to hire them. 

 The increased cost for companies and this may discourage them from hiring women. 

 The share of women workers in the agriculture sector dropped from 42% in 2004 -05 to 

35.5% in 2011-12. This decrease in FLPR in agriculture can be attributed to increased 

adoption of technology in agriculture. 

 The gender pay gap was 34 per cent in India, that is, women get 34 per cent less compared 

to men for performing the same job with same qualifications. 

 In the organised sector, women professionals even in the highest ranks of labour (legislators, 

senior officials, and managers) are also paid less compared to their male counterparts. 

However, these women constitute only one per cent of the total female work force and the 

gap is lowest as they are aware of their rights. 

 Concerns about safety and Harassment at work site, both explicit and implicit. 

 According to NSSO, urban males accounted for 16% of India’s population, but held 77% of all 

jobs in computer-related activities in 2011-12. This shows how gender has become a 

discriminatory factor for certain white-collared jobs. 

 Higher Education levels of women also allow them to pursue leisure and other non-work 

activities, all of which reduce female labour force participation. 

 Insufficient availability of the type of jobs that women say they would like to do, such as 

regular part-time jobs that provide steady income and allow women to reconcile household 

duties with work. 

 According to the reports, about 74 per cent in rural areas and about 70 per cent in urban 

areas preferred ‘part time’ work on a regular basis while 21 per cent in rural areas and 25 

per cent in urban areas wanted regular ‘full-time’ work. 

 Marriage is a career stopper for the majority of Indian women and this cultural abhorrence 

towards women working is a not-so-subtle way of ensuring that the escape routes out of a 

marriage are minimised, if not entirely closed 

 Social norms about household work are against women’s mobility and participation in paid 

work. Childbirth and taking care of elderly parents or in-laws account for the subsequent 

points where women drop off the employment pipeline. 

 The cultural baggage about women working outside the home is so strong that in most 

traditional Indian families, quitting work is a necessary precondition to the wedding itself. 

 When increases in family incomes are there, due to the cultural factors, women leave the 

work to take care of the family and avoid the stigma of working outside. 
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Way forward: 

 Non-farm job creation for women: there is a need to generate education-based jobs in 

rural areas in the industrial and services sectors 

 The state governments should make policies for the participation of rural women in 

permanent salaried jobs. 

 The governments should also generate awareness to espouse a positive attitude towards 

women among the public since it is one of the most important impediments in women’s 

participation in economic activities. 

 Local bodies, with aid from state governments, should open more crèches in towns and 

cities so that women with children can step out and work. The crèches will open 

employment opportunities for women. 

 Supply side reforms to improve infrastructure and address other constraints to job creation 

could enable more women to enter the labour force. 

 Higher social spending, including in education, can lead to higher female labour force 

participation by boosting female stocks of human capital. 

 Skilling the women: 

o Initiatives such as Skill India, Make in India, and new gender-based quotas from 

corporate boards to the police force can spur a positive change. But we need 

to invest in skill training and job support. 

o The private sector could also take active part in training women entrepreneurs. For 

example: Unilever’s Shakti program, which has trained more than 70,000 rural 

women in India as micro-entrepreneurs to sell personal-care products as a way of 

making its brands available in rural India 

 Equal pay: The principle of equal remuneration for work of equal value that is protected by 

Indian law must be put to actual practice. Improved wage-transparency and gender neutral 

job evaluation is required to achieve this end. 

 Assuring safe access to work: It is important to improve existing transport and 

communication networks and provide safe accommodation for women who travel to or has 

migrated for work. 

 A useful and easily implementable idea would be to give income tax benefits to women. It 

would be a bold and effective step to increasing India’s female workforce participation. 

 For political empowerment of women, their representation in Parliament and in decision 

making roles in public sphere is one of the key indicators of empowerment. 

 Gig Economy provides women flexible work options to pursue their career while not missing 

important milestones in their family lives. 

 Drawing more women into the labour force, supplemented by structural reforms that could 

help create more jobs would be a source of future growth for India. Only then would India 

be able to reap the benefits of “demographic dividend” from its large and youthful labour 

force. 
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Conclusion: 

With more than 75% women not contributing to the economy, the nation is not only losing on the 

economic part but also the development of 50% of our population. The numeric consequences of 

reducing obstacles to women’s full economic participation far exceed the demographic advantages 

of having a larger pool of young workers. It is thus high time to talk of the gender dividend along 

with the demographic dividend. 

‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ has been the guiding light for Indian family system. 

Comment.(250 words) 
Pib 
Why this question: 
The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu said at the International Conference of Global Mothers–
2019 that ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbkam’ has been the guiding light for the Indian family system since 
time immemorial and our ethos and socio-cultural fabric are woven around this perceptive phrase. 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to explain in detail the philosophy of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ and its relevance to the 
Indian society. 
Directive: 
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief narrate the theory behind’ Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’. 
Body: 
Discuss the concept of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ first. 
Explain that Indian family system discourages individualism and encourages collectivism. India has 
grown and attained its current stature under the strong and supportive framework of its joint family 
system. A strong family system can be the best possible solution to overcome several crippling social 
evils. 
Also explain that with the advent of urbanization and modernization, even in India, joint families are 
being fragmented. But the principle of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam still is a guiding beacon for our 
society.  
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Change is inevitable. Whatever the family system be, the core values that sustained 
and nourished Indian families for centuries together must never be compromised. 
Introduction:     

‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ is a quote from Maha Upanishad which means – the world is one family 

is often used to elucidate country’s global outlook. The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah 

Naidu recently said that ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ has been the guiding light for the Indian family 

system since time immemorial and our ethos and socio-cultural fabric are woven around this 

perceptive phrase. 

Body: 

‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ – a guiding light for the Indian family system: 

 It is a philosophy that tries to foster an understanding that the whole of humanity is one 

family. 
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 It is a social philosophy emanating from a spiritual understanding that the whole of 

humanity is made of one life energy. 

 Based on the Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, our forefathers developed the best family model 

based upon the values of sacrifice, respect and togetherness and practiced the same for 

ages together. 

 The Indian family system discourages individualism and encourages collectivism. 

 India has grown and attained its current stature under the strong and supportive framework 

of its joint family system. 

 A strong family system can be the best possible solution to overcome several crippling social 

evils. 

 The joint family system help develops a sense of responsibility, a propensity for adjustment 

and love for discipline in children, right from an early age. 

 Respecting and loving elders, caring for them and seeking their wise counsel while taking 

important decisions, are few practices which are followed in Indian joint families. 

Indian family system has undergone drastic change in response to development in terms of 

industrialization, education and urbanization. Industrialization and urbanization, leading to 

accelerated rate of rural-urban migration, diversification of gainful economic activities and 

individual-friendly property laws, have had consequential impact in terms of drastic reduction in the 

size of family in the country 

Relevance of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam in today’s world: 

 To promote idea of peace among citizens of the earth. UN peace keeping initiatives are 

important in this regard and India’s contribution is immense in preventing wars between 

nations. 

 To advocate universal human rights and values. It is important to promote universal 

brotherhood and to stop discrimination and atrocities based on race, gender, caste and 

class. 

 To promote global responsibility towards environment and to attract attention of the world 

community towards issues such as climate change and global warming. 

 To unite and seek support of world family to fight and deal with cross-border terrorism. 

Conclusion: 

The concept of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam has stood India in good stead. Although change is 

inevitable, whatever the family system be, the core values that sustained and nourished Indian 

families for centuries together must never be compromised. Even if families are far away physically, 

they must always remain close to one another, firmly bonded in the eternal values of love, 

brotherhood and sacrifice. 
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Role of women and women’s organization 

Economic upliftment is one of the most enabling elements to release women from 

oppression, violence and powerlessness. Discuss and also throw light on how far India 

has been successful in empowering women(250 words) 
The hindu 
Why this question: 
The question is based on the theme of women empowerment and its relevance to the development 
aspects of the country.  
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the importance of Economic upliftment of women to ensure they are free from oppression, 
violence and powerlessness. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Present a Brief introduction about status of women. 
Body: 
Explain in what way economic independence becomes an enabling element for development. 
Comment upon the areas of success regarding women empowerment. 
Give examples of recent government initiatives and policies that aimed to empower women 
economically and make them independent. 
Discuss the challenges involved. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     

Empowerment of women is perceived as equipping them to be economically independent, self-

reliant, with positive esteem to enable them to face any situation and they should be able to 

participate in the development activities. However, Social mores, rising incomes of men, and 

gender-based segregation in the job market are limiting women’s economic empowerment in India. 

A Supreme Court Bench has once again proved that our judiciary can be the torchbearer of 

progressive attitudes towards women. 

Body: 

Economic upliftment and women empowerment: 

 The agency, freedom and intra-household power of women are strengthened when women 

are given an economic value; when they are enabled to hold a position in the economy 

through employment. 

 Scholars who have explored and studied women’s work, especially among the poorest in the 

most marginalised locales and communities, have been highlighting the importance of 

recognising women’s work, the importance of women as economic agents. 

 Economic power for women within and outside the household makes a difference to gender 

relations. 

 There is a bidirectional relationship between economic development and women’s 

empowerment, defined as improving the ability of women to access the constituents of 
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development — in particular health, education, earning opportunities, rights, and political 

participation 

Gender based segregation limits women’s empowerment: 

 The under-representation of women in the workforce is both a social and economic loss. 

 A McKinsey Global study in 2015 found that India could increase its GDP by 16-60% by 2025 

by simply enabling women to participate in the economy at par with men. 

 Three key factors that have limited the role of women in the Indian economy: the role of 

entrenched gender norms in our society, the rising incomes of men (which raises family 

income and makes it easier for women to quit working), and the lack of quality jobs for 

women. 

 The latest evidence on regressive attitudes towards women comes from the Social 

Attitudes Research India survey covering Delhi, Mumbai, UP and Rajasthan in 2016. 

 A new study based on the survey shows that a significant share of men and women feel that 

married women whose husbands earn a good living should not work outside the home. 

However, the idea of women- empowerment just doesn’t imply economic empowerment by 

increasing their Labour force participation, job creation, entrepreneurship opportunities. There is 

a grave necessity of social and political empowerment due to. 

 Crimes: 

o Crimes against women are discussed merely as a barrier to women’s mobility, one 

that hampers their supply in the labour market. 

o NCRB data recording an 83 per cent increase in crimes against women between 

2007 and 2016, and the Thomson Reuters Foundation’s global poll in 2018 naming 

India as the most dangerous country for women. 

o The MeToo movement tumbled out many skeletons from the drawers showing most 

women kept quiet about the sexual harassment due to fear of losing jobs and 

affecting their livelihoods and career. 

 Social barriers: 

o Married women are not allowed to work in some religions and culture. Further, the 

patriarchal mindset prevalent in Indian people forces such barriers on women. 

o According to recent research by Public Affairs Centre (PAC), a major metropolis like 

Delhi has only 196 female workers per 1,000 workers, and Mumbai has only 188. In 

contrast, a state like Nagaland, which has historically been matrilineal, has more 

than 500 women workers per 1,000 in most districts. 

 Unpaid care: 

o Unpaid work done by women in the household demonstrates no understanding of 

how it constrains women from entering the labour force. 

o The lack of basic facilities like drinking water, cooking gas in rural areas forces 

women into drudgery to arrange the basic stuff. 
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 Fixed Gender Roles: 

o There are fixed gender roles in most families, again a consequence of patriarchal 

mindset. 

o The concept of paternity leave and mainstreaming of gender education in 

schools is still miles away in India. 

o Without the renegotiation of gender roles, most women will only juggle jobs and not 

enjoy fulfilling careers. 

 Gender-wage gap: 

o Unequal pay for equal work is a stark feature which directly violates the 

fundamental right to equality of women. 

o A government report in 2018 finding a 30 per cent wage gap even for men and 

women with the same qualifications. 

o Women also lack equal inheritance rights leading to Feminization of poverty. 

o There is absence of any discussion on over-representation of economically active 

women in the informal sector, which leaves them poor and vulnerable, deprived of 

many work benefits. 

Way Forward: 

 Implementation of the laws viz. Protection of women from sexual harassment at workplace 

act, maternity benefit Act in true letter and spirit. 

 Breaking the social barriers by gender sensitization and education at families, schools and 

workplaces. 

 Incentivising companies to employ women and promoting safe work spaces are necessary. 

 Companies must compulsorily grant paternity leave so that the responsibility is shared. 

 Gender-wage gap should be reduced by bringing in stringent laws. 

 Formalization of jobs should be pushed to avail benefits to many women. Until then, social 

security benefits should be provided to women in unorganized sector. 

Conclusion: 

The need of the hour to reap economic benefits is by addressing the issues of gender rights and 

justice. Economic agency is one of the most enabling elements to shift gender relations of power, to 

release women from the kind of oppression, violence and powerlessness that they experience. 

Women’s inclusion in the development design would enhance the outcomes of development it the 

self. All the Departments of States at all levels, to Ministries, to Niti Aayog and its State-level 

counterparts, as well as to research and policy forums should work and implement the schemes 

realizing the importance of women in the economy. 
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“In theory, India’s position on abortion is progressive. In practice, the law is flawed and 

punishes women”, to what extent do you think the statement is right in saying so about 

woman’s autonomy with respect to reproductive rights? Analyse.(250 words) 
Hindustantimes 
Why this question: 
The article presents a detailed critical analysis of the MTP Act that ignores the socioeconomic 
implications of childbirth, placing women under intense physical, mental, and social duress. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must critically analyse the laws prevalent in the country that regulate abortions and in what way 
they are not clear on the reproductive rights of the women and what needs to be done. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.  
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief narrate the position of women with respect to reproductive rights in general in the Indian 
societal setup. 
Body: 
Explain why India’s progressive stance on abortion is not practical as it doesn’t allow women the 
autonomy to decide. 
Discuss the features of Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act and highlight the lack of 
objectivity in it; The Act treats MTP as a public health issue, focusing more on its impact on family 
planning and potential criminal proceedings against medical professionals, while ignoring women 
and their right to choose. 
Discuss in detail the causative factors of lack of such rights to women. 
Suggest what needs to be done. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with suitable solutions. 
Introduction:     

The Indian abortion laws falls under the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, 1971 with the 

intention of reducing the incidence of illegal abortion. India’s progressive stance on abortion is not 

practical as it doesn’t allow women the autonomy to decide. The subjectivity of the MTP Act, 

inconsistent enforcement, and a tendency for enforcers to absolve themselves of responsibility have 

resulted in a redundant system. Forcing a woman to go through an unwanted pregnancy is a 

violation of her right to dignity, and sexual and reproductive freedom as guaranteed in the 

constitution. 

Body: 

Provision of the MTP Act: 

 The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act allows a woman to get an abortion within the 

first 12 weeks of pregnancy. 

 If the foetus is between 12 and 20 weeks old, then the procedure requires permission from 

two medical practitioners. 

 An exception in Section 5 of the Act, which allows abortion after 20 weeks in case it “is 

immediately necessary to save the life of the pregnant woman.” 
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 The decision is based on whether there would be a substantial risk of the child being 

handicapped by physical or mental abnormalities. 

Violation of rights of the pregnant women: 

 An analysis of 194 writ petitions heard by the Supreme Court (SC) and the high courts 

between June 2016 and April 2019, filed by women seeking medical termination of their 

pregnancy, identified several systemic issues that lead to unpredictable and inconsistent 

outcomes. 

 The length of the gestation period and the opinion of the medical boards were common 

themes in cases of rejection. 

 Neither factor considers the petitioner’s medical report or the rejection’s impact on the 

woman beyond the subjective interpretation of the Act. 

 In the 20 cases overseen by the SC, MTP was permitted in 15 instances and rejected in five. 

 All these cases involved pregnancies that had crossed 20 weeks. Of the five cases rejected, 

two pregnancies were due to rape, one of whom was a minor. 

 In the case of the minor, the SC relied on the opinion of the medical board that a continued 

pregnancy was safer than termination. In the second case of rape, where the gestation 

period exceeded 36 weeks, the court denied the MTP request. 

Flaws in the MTP Act: 

 The problem with the Act is one of both legality and legitimacy. 

 The Act treats MTP as a public health issue, focusing more on its impact on family planning 

and potential criminal proceedings against medical professionals, while ignoring women and 

their right to choose. 

 By giving medical professionals the space to be discretionary, the law often allows doctors to 

deny requests even before the permissible 20 weeks if the request is not accompanied by a 

court order. 

 An inefficient process easily takes these cases past the prescribed gestation period, causing 

distress. 

 The reliance on medical boards is another sticking point. Women who approach the court 

tend to do so armed with a medical opinion, and since the concept of the medical board was 

never part of the Act, their influence on the decision-making process makes things 

complicated. 

 There have been multiple instances of attributing personhood to the foetus, as evidenced by 

the use of phrases like “life of the foetus”, opening up the implementation to moral 

subjectivity. 

 By adopting a narrow definition of physical health, the Act, in some instances, also ignores 

the socioeconomic implications of childbirth, placing women under intense physical, mental, 

and social duress. 

 The Act also contradicts the SC’s recognition of a woman’s autonomy regarding her body, 

privacy, and live-in relationships. 
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Measures needed: 

 The guidelines to implement the law must be more explicit and consistent across states, 

minimising the scope for discrimination masquerading as discretion. 

 There is a clear need for the Act to keep pace with the times, an attribute it lacks on many 

counts. 

 It cannot continue to prioritise the decision of the registered medical practitioner (RMP) 

based on outdated standards of medical risk that override every technological advancement 

that has reduced the risk associated with MTP. 

 Given the advancements in technology, the restrictions on the term should be increased to 

24-26 weeks. 

 More importantly, cases under 20 weeks should be inadmissible in court and directed to 

registered medical professionals, with provisions for legal action in the event of refusal. 

 Noting the trauma associated with assault, MTP must be available to all pregnancies in these 

circumstances, irrespective of the constraints in the Act. 

Conclusion: 

A discussion about women empowerment should be accompanied by a thorough assessment of the 

subjects’ rights. By taking a medical stance at the cost of a legal perspective, the courts are denying 

women a facility that should be easy to access and easier to implement. 

Critically Analyse the effect that implementation of National Rural Livelihoods Mission 

would have on transforming lives of women in the country. (250 words) 
Financial express 
Why this question: 
The article explains how National Rural Livelihoods Mission can help in transforming women’s lives. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss the aspects of National Rural Livelihoods Mission in general and explain the impact that it 
can have on the lives of the women in the country. 
Directive: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by highlighting that the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), implemented by the 
ministry of rural development with financial support from the World Bank, promotes SHGs amongst 
poor rural women. 
Body: 
Explain the key features of the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM). 
Highlight the issues and challenges associated with women livelihood in India. 
Explain how the NRLM attempts to address these seemingly insurmountable challenges. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with the overall impact of the programme. 
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Introduction:  

The National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), implemented by the ministry of rural development 

with financial support from the World Bank, promotes SHGs amongst poor rural women. 

NRLM Mission:  

"To reduce poverty by enabling the poor households to access gainful self-employment and skilled 

wage employment opportunities, resulting in appreciable improvement in their livelihoods on a 

sustainable basis, through building strong grassroots institutions of the poor." 

NRLM - Guiding Principles 

 Poor have a strong desire to come out of poverty, and they have innate capabilities 

 Social mobilization and building strong institutions of the poor is critical for unleashing the 

innate capabilities of the poor. 

 An external dedicated and sensitive support structure is required to induce the social 

mobilization, institution building and empowerment process. 

 Facilitating knowledge dissemination, skill building, access to credit, access to marketing, 

and access to other livelihoods services underpins this upward mobility. 

NRLM Values 

The core values which guide all the activities under NRLM are as follows: 

 Inclusion of the poorest, and meaningful role to the poorest in all the processes 

 Transparency and accountability of all processes and institutions 

 Ownership and key role of the poor and their institutions in all stages – planning, 

implementation, and, monitoring 

 Community self-reliance and self-dependence. 

Key Features:  

 Universal Social Mobilization - At least one-woman member from each identified rural poor 

household, is to be brought under the Self Help Group (SHG) network in a time bound 

manner. Special emphasis is particularly on vulnerable communities such as manual 

scavengers, victims of human trafficking, Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs), 

Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) and bonded labour. NRLM has devised special strategies to 

reach out to these communities and help them graduate out of poverty. 

 Participatory Identification of Poor (PIP) - The inclusion of the target group under NRLM is 

determined by a well-defined, transparent and equitable process of participatory 

identification of poor, at the level of the community.  

 Community Funds as Resources in Perpetuity - NRLM provides Revolving Fund (RF) and 

Community Investment Fund (CIF) as resources in perpetuity to the institutions of the poor, 

to strengthen their institutional and financial management capacity and build their track 

record to attract mainstream bank finance. 
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 Financial Inclusion - NRLM works on both demand and supply sides of financial inclusion. On 

the demand side, it promotes financial literacy among the poor and provides catalytic capital 

to the SHGs and their federations.  

 Livelihoods - NRLM focuses on stabilizing and promoting existing livelihood portfolio of the 

poor through its three pillars – ‘vulnerability reduction’ and ‘livelihoods enhancement’ 

through deepening/enhancing and expanding existing livelihoods options and tapping new 

opportunities in farm and non-farm sectors; ‘employment’ - building skills for the job market 

outside; and ‘enterprises’ - nurturing self-employed and entrepreneurs (for micro-

enterprises). 

Women livelihood in India:  

 Work-related wage discrimination is prevalent in agricultural and non-agricultural activities 

undertaken by men and women in rural India. 

 The data from Demographic and Health Surveys spanning the period 2005-06 to 2015-16 

reveal improvements in women’s agency along some dimensions, India lags behind other 

countries at a similar level of development in indicators such as acceptance of wife beating, 

son preference, employment, and women’s control of their own earnings. 

 It is evident that economic growth hasn’t been matched by social progress that ensures the 

rights and liberties of at least half of its citizenry. 

 According to the latest census figures, workforce participation rate of rural women is only 

30% compared to 53% for rural males.  

 Another fundamental feature of women in rural India is their low human capital.  

 On 58% of the rural women are literate compared to 77% of rural men. 

 

How National Rural Livelihoods Mission can help in transforming women’s lives:  

 NRLM (National Rural Livelihoods Mission) is the biggest programme for women 

empowerment in India. 

 At present there are 3 crore women, who are members of Self Help Groups, SHGs and in the 

next 5 to 7 years, seven crore women households will be covered under it.  

 The National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), implemented by the ministry of rural 

development with financial support from the World Bank, promotes SHGs amongst poor 

rural women. 

 These groups require women to save small amounts ranging from Rs 10-20 every week, 

supporting internal loans to group members. 

 However, small savings and loans can have only a limited impact on the extreme poverty of 

these women, many of who live in mud houses without access to running water, and on very 

low incomes. 

 Through support for a federated structure of community institutions, the NRLM attempts to 

address these seemingly insurmountable challenges. 
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 NRLM also explicitly addresses the capabilities of rural women. In each village, “active 

women,” with higher levels of schooling and leadership potential, are identified and trained 

with the set of skills required to ensure the sustainability of SHGs—skills such as book-

keeping, social and group management skills, business management, and financial literacy, 

that many of us take for granted. 

 This federated structure of institutions of the poor bridges caste and geographical divides, 

bringing together women to confront social conflicts.  

 The biggest change, one universally noted by women in villages across India, from Bihar to 

Rajasthan, is in attitudes, expectations, beliefs, and knowledge. 

 women who have previously never worked outside their homes, have never stepped 

outside their village without a male companion, and whose lives have been dictated and 

determined by decisions made by male relatives, take control of their lives. 

 The data from the ministry’s Management Information System (MIS) suggest that 

approximately half (63%) of target households (those meeting at least one of seven 

deprivation criteria as per the Socio-economic Caste Census of 2011) are members of SHGs 

supported by the Mission. 

 This relatively low percentage reflects variation across states in the year in which the 

programme was started. The percentage is significantly higher in states such as Bihar and 

Jharkhand (93% in both) where the programme started early, and lower in late-starting 

states such as Uttar Pradesh (15%) 

 SHGs in the country have been federated at the level of the village organization, 74% report 

having received basic training by members, and 79% adhere to a set of five principles, or 

“Panchsutras” (regular meetings, savings, internal lending, repayment and maintenance of 

books of account), that testify to their quality. 

Conclusion: 

Our ability to significantly redress age-old problems of discrimination against women, and 

enhance their welfare requires societal changes in norms and cultures; India’s experience shows that 

high rates of economic growth, by themselves, are insufficient to ensure such changes. It remains to 

be seen whether the visible improvements in civic society, engendered by the programme in some 

regions, translate to nation-wide changes. Our challenge is to ensure that they do. 

Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues.  

While there is no single solution for tackling climate change and its ill effects, cities 

across the world must now develop ability and capacity, and the will to take on the 

challenge. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Hindustantimes 
  
Why this question: 
A study by Climate Central, a US-based climate think tank, said that if spiraling emissions are not 
brought under control, parts of Mumbai, Surat, Chennai, and Kolkata, will be either underwater or 
ravaged by recurring floods by 2050. Thus the question. 
Key demand of the question: 
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One must explain the need for cities to invest in resilience. Explain the need and significance. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief narrate the context of the question. 
Body: 
Explain the associated issues. With the climate challenge becoming bigger and bigger, it is imperative 
that cities invest in resilience strategies so that lives, property, and urban infrastructure are not lost 
due to climate-induced devastations. 
Discuss the methods to overcome such challenges. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with solutions to overcome. 
 

Introduction:     

A study by Climate Central, a US-based climate think tank, said that if spiralling emissions are not 

brought under control, parts of Mumbai, Surat, Chennai, and Kolkata, will be either underwater or 

ravaged by recurring floods by 2050. This is because sea levels across the world will continue to rise 

due to increasing carbon emissions, leading to coastal flooding, higher storm surges, and 

displacement of people. Air pollution, water crisis, flooding, and waste management issues are the 

other problems plaguing our cities alongside Climate change effects. 

Body: 

Challenges faced to build resilient cities: 

 Poor empowerment: India’s cities are still not adequately empowered, despite the 74th 

Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992, which aims at strengthening democracy at the grass 

root level through local bodies. 

 Lack of finance and Autonomy: Most Indian cities are not autonomous, with most funds 

coming from state and central governments. 

 Silo-working: Departments in city governments tend to work in silos leading to poor synergy 

and lack of co-ordination. 

 Lack of Professionals: There is a lack of trained urban planners, resilience engineers, 

accountants, amplifying the need to attract the best and brightest to work at the city-level in 

these functions. 

Measures needed: 

 By building accurate risk-based land-use planning and steer future growth away from high-

risk areas 

 A low-hanging fruit will be the smarter use of density and transit-oriented development, 

such as allowing much higher densities around public transport nodes will minimise urban 

sprawl and carbon emissions. 
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 There is a need for the cities to dovetail resilience into their planning process like Pune, 

Surat, Chennai. 

 Synergy between departments of Government is critical because addressing the climate 

challenge requires multi-sectoral, coordinated and iterative solutions over a long period. 

 Creating a position for a chief resilience officer (CRO). A CRO is expected to build a culture of 

collaboration between departments, help the officials to map out a resilience programme, 

and bring citizens and corporate companies on board. 

 A set of initiatives to address uncontrolled growth, inadequate access to mobility, 

unemployment under-employment among youth, inward migration and stressed urban 

environment is needed. 

 Implementation of an adequate public transport system, improved housing that uses 

building techniques that consume less energy, and a water conservation and monitoring 

plan. 

 Protecting informal settlements of the underprivileged communities in low-lying coastal 

areas. 

 an urban resilience unit at the National Institute of Urban Affairs, New Delhi, to mainstream 

resilience in urban planning and development of cities in other parts of the country. 

Conclusion: 

For centuries, cities have been centres of commerce, culture and innovation. While there is no single 

solution for tackling climate change and its ill effects, cities across the world must now develop the 

ability, the capacity, and the will to take on the challenge. And Indian cities cannot afford to lag 

behind and miss the bus. 

Case study: Among Asian countries, China leads in building resilience. It has more metro lines than 

the rest of the world combined. It has the largest electric bus fleet in the world. The government is 

also building “sponge cities”, the idea is to design urban spaces to catch rainwater where it falls. By 

2020, the government wants 20% of the built area of each pilot district to have sponge city functions, 

meaning at least 70% of Stormwater run-off should be captured, reused, or absorbed by the ground. 

By 2030, 80% of each city should meet this requirement. Seoul is aiming to add 2,000 km of bike 

paths and create 250 pedestrian zones. Hanoi plans to generate electricity from its biggest landfill, 

which will reduce emissions and generate electricity. 

Communalism, regionalism & secularism. 

Is communalism the biggest threat to the National unity? Explain with examples.(250 

words) 
Economictimes 
Why this question: 
The question is based upon the concept of communalism and its impact on the Indian society. One 
must analyse in what way it is the biggest threat to the national unity. 
Key demand of the question: 
Discuss the concept of communalism in detail and explain in what way it is the biggest threat to the 
national unity. 
Directive: 
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Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define the concept of communalism in the Indian context. 
Body: 
Communalism is referred in the western world as a “theory or system of government in which 
virtually autonomous local communities are loosely in federation”. Communalism is a political 
philosophy, which proposes that market and money be abolished and that land and enterprises to be 
placed in the custody of community. But in the Indian sub-continent context, communalism has come 
to be associated with tensions and clashes between different religious communities in various 
regions.  
Discuss some recent incidents that prove that it is a threat to the national unity. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     

Communalism is basically an ideology which consists of three elements: 

 A belief that people who follow the same religion have common secular interests i.e. they 

have same political, economic and social interests. So, here socio- political communalities 

arise. 

 A notion that, in a multi-religious society like India, these common secular interests of one 

religion is dissimilar and divergent from the interests of the follower of another religion. 

 The interests of the follower of the different religion or of different ‘communities’ are seen 

to be completely incompatible, antagonist and hostile. 

Body: 

Communalism is a threat to national unity: 

Communalism has divided our society for long. It causes belief in orthodox tenets and principles, 

intolerance, hatred towards other religions and religious group, distortion of historical facts and 

communal violence. 

Social fabric: 

 It causes hatred among different religious sections in the society and disrupts the peaceful 

social fabric of our society. 

 Communal Violence: Communal riots often break out in many parts of the country. 

 Genocides: With mass killings, the real sufferers are the poor, who lose their house, their 

near and dear ones, their lives, their livelihood, etc. It violates the human rights from all 

direction. Sometimes children lose their parents and will become orphan for a lifetime. 

 Ghettoization and refugee problem are other dimensions of communalism induced 

violence, whether its inter country or intra country. 

 Sudden increase in violence against any particular community causes mass exodus and 

stampede which in turn kills many number of people. For example, this was seen in the case 
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of Bangalore in 2012, with respect to people from North eastern states, which was 

stimulated by a rumour. 

Economy fallout: 

 Economic growth can take place only in environment of peace and tranquillity, 

communalism creates an atmosphere of intolerance and violence which would impede the 

flow of goods and capital. 

 The flow of labour from productive activities is diverted to unproductive activities; there is 

massive destruction of public properties to spread the ideology. 

 The investment attitude towards the country from foreign investor would be cautiousness; 

they tend to avoid the countries with highly communal country, for not take the risk of end 

up losing their investment. 

 Barrier for development: Communal activities occurring frequently do harm the human 

resource and economy of the country. And then again it takes years for the people and the 

affected regions to come out the traumas of such violence, having deep impact on minds of 

those who have faced it. They feel emotionally broken and insecure. 

Political scenarios: 

 Voting on Communal Basis: Voters generally vote on communal lines. After getting elected, 

the representatives try to safeguard the interests of their community and ignore national 

interests. These conditions hinder the progress of democracy in the country. 

 It becomes a threat for the unity and integrity of the nation as a whole. It promotes only the 

feeling of hatred in all directions, dividing the society on communal lines. 

 Apart from having effect on the society, it is also a threat to Indian constitutional values, 

which promotes secularism and religious tolerance. In that case, citizens don’t fulfil their 

fundamental duties towards the nation. 

Individual psychology: 

 Due to prevalent communalism in the society individuals are never at peace and a spiritual 

powerhouse India seems to lose its charm. 

 Minorities are viewed with suspicion by all, including state authorities like police, para-

military forces, army, intelligence agencies, etc. There have been many instances when 

people from such community have been harassed and detained and finally have been 

released by court orders guilt free. For this, there is no provision for compensation of such 

victims, about their livelihood incomes forgone, against social stigmas and emotional trauma 

of the families. 

 Terrorism and Secessionism: As seen during the Khalistan movement in Punjab. 

Steps to check the growth of Communalism: 

 Economic: 

o Poverty is one of the major factors for communal violence. Poverty alleviation 

measures are thus important for promoting communal harmony. 
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o Eradicating the problem of unemployment among the youths, illiteracy and poverty 

and that too with honesty and without any discrimination. 

o Reducing educational and economic backwardness of minorities like Muslims. 

o This can uplift their socio economic status and reduce their deprivation compared to 

Hindus 

 Social: 

o The religious leaders and preachers should promote rational and practical things 

through religion promoting peace and security. 

o Children in schools must be taught through textbooks and pamphlets to maintain 

brotherhood and respect for all religions 

o Creating awareness in the society about the ill effects of communism through mass 

media 

 Political: 

o Political communism should be avoided recent Supreme court’s directives 

o Identification and mapping of riot prone areas. For Example, Delhi police used 

drones to monitor to maintain vigil during communal festivals 

o Media, movies and other cultural platforms can be influential in promoting peace 

and harmony. 

o Social Media should be monitored for violent and repulsive content and taken off 

immediately. 

 Recommendations of Committee on National Integration 

o Joint celebration of community festivals 

o Observing restraint by Hindus while taking processions before the mosques 

o Formation of peace and brotherhood communities at local level to prevent anti-

social elements from engaging in communal riots 

o Respect for religious customs, rituals and practices 

Conclusion: 

Communalism cannot be accepted as the necessary evil in the society. It is detrimental to the 

development, social change, democracy and the federal feature of the State. Jawaharlal Nehru had 

pointed out the issue and termed it as the greatest danger. And so he said that anyone who loves 

India would hate communalism and anyone who hates India would love communalism. 
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Salient features of world’s physical geography. 

Each locale has a unique landscape that creates or modifies the wind. Discuss the 

impact of local winds on the weather of a particular region by giving suitable 

examples.(250 words) 
 Geography by Majid Hussain 
Why this question: 
The question is from the static portions of Geography portions of GS paper I . 
Key demand of the question: 
One must explain in detail the impact of local winds on the weather patterns of a region. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define Local winds/how they are formed. 
Body: 
Mention varied impacts due to different types of local winds (also one example of local wind of 
India). 
Explain that Landscapes directly impacts the flow pattern of the wind in the following ways: 
Resistance provided by the surface 
Structural formations (mountains) guide the flow (diagram) 
Stability and instability of the wind is guided by the altitude variation. 
Local wind is generated due to localized difference in heating and cooling of surface. Difference in 
pressure gradients eventually gives rise to local winds.  
Conclusion: 
Conclude with their overall impact. 
 

Introduction:     

Local winds occur on a small spatial scale, their horizontal dimensions typically several tens to a few 

hundreds of kilometres. They also tend to be short-lived lasting typically several hours to a day. 

There are many such winds around the world, some of them cold, some warm, some wet, some dry. 

There are many hazards associated with the winds. 

However, it is important to remember that some of the local winds can have very large dimensions 

like, Northers of North America, which originate in Arctic Canada and reach as south as the Gulf of 

Mexico. 

Body: 
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Types and Impact of local winds on the weather: 

Periodical winds: The winds originating from diurnal temperature and pressure variation are known 

as Periodical and they generally complete their cycle in a day/ 24 hour like Land & Sea Breeze and 

Mountain & Valley Breeze. 

Land and Sea Breeze: Land and Sea Breeze is generated by the diurnal variation of pressure. Due to 

this reason, the Land and Sea Breeze are sometimes known as diurnal Monsoon. 

Land Breeze: 

 At night reversal of sea breeze may occur but with somewhat weaker characteristics as the 

temperature and pressure gradient are less steeper during the night. 

 During night land breeze is established since land cools to a temperature lower than the 

adjacent water setting up a pressure gradient from land to sea 

 The horizontal and vertical extent of the Land Breeze helps in moderation of temperature of 

a coastal area during night time as it maintains regular circulation 

 Land Breeze usually attains its maximum intensity in the early morning hours and dies out 

soon after sunup. 
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Sea Breeze: 

 The sea breeze develops along seacoasts or large inland water bodies when the land heats 

much faster than the water on a clear day and a pressure gradient is directed high over the 

water to low over the land. 

 Impact of Sea breeze rapidly declines landward and impact is limited to 50km. 

 Land- Sea Breeze system is very shallow as the average depth of the land and sea breeze, 

varies from 1000-2000M in tropical regions and over the lakes, the depth is even lesser. 

 Sea Breeze brings cool marine air and thus help in moderation of coastal temperature and 

due to the sea breeze, coastal regions record a drop of 5-10 0C in their temperature 

 It also frequently causes late afternoon rainfall in these coastal areas, particularly during 

summer. 

 Due to the location nearer to the lakes, places experience the Lake Effect like Chicago, due 

to its location near a lake presents a typical example of lake effect- where lakeside areas are 

cooler than the much warmer outlying areas in the summer. 
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Mountain and Valley Breeze: These winds develop over areas with large differences in relief and 

majorly caused by the temperature gradient that exists between Mountain Slopes and valleys. 

Valley Breeze: 

 Due to the intense insolation during the daytime, the slopes of the mountain heat up rapidly 

but the free atmosphere above the lowlands is not heated to some extent. 

 As the valleys receive comparatively lesser insolation so relatively high pressure sets up in 

the valleys while along the mountain slopes due to more heating the warm air is uplifted, 

and low pressure sets up. 

 Thus, the air moves from the Valleys towards the slopes (High pressure to the low pressure) 

and this upslope movement of air is known as valley breeze. 

 Valley breezes are also known as Anabatic Wind. 

 Weather associated with the Valley Breeze 

 This type of upslope winds in the Mountainous region may cause occasional and afternoon 

thundershowers on warm and humid days. 

 Sometimes, the valley breezes are also accompanied by the formation of cumulus cloud near 

mountain peaks or over slopes and escarpments. 

Mountain Breeze: 

 On mountain-sides under the clear night sky, the higher land (upslope land) radiates heat 

and is cooled and in turn cools the air in contact with it. The cool denser air flows down the 

mountain slope due to the pressure difference since the valley is warmer and at relatively 

lower pressure. 

 This flow of the air is termed as Mountain Breeze and they are also known as Katabatic wind. 
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 Weather associated with the Mountain Breeze 

 By the morning the mountain breeze produces temperature inversions and valley bottom 

becomes colder than the Mountain Slopes. 

 Thus, the valley floors are characterised by frost during the night while upper part/ hill-side 

are free from frost in cold areas. 

Non-Periodical winds: Only present during a season and are classified as Hot and Cold Winds. 

Hot Local Winds: Hot Local winds are produced generally by the mechanism of downslope 

compressional heating also known as adiabatic heating. The examples of the Hot Local Winds include 

Chinook, Harmattan, Foehn, Sirocco, Norwester, Brickfielder, Khamsin, Santa Ana, Loo etc. 

 Chinook: 

 These are warm and dry winds blowing on the eastern slopes (leeward side) of the 

Rocky Mountain. They are the result of adiabatic heating which occurs due to 

downslope compression on the leeward side, as the mountain barrier creates frictional 

drag which tends to pull the air from the higher level down on the leeward and air 

forced down is heated adiabatically and at the same time its relative humidity is also 

lowered. 

 The temperature in Chinook is so warm that it can remove the underlying snow 

cover/ice and sometimes these winds are so dry that in spite of their below freezing 

temperatures the entire snow cover on the ground disappears, by process of 

sublimation. Thus, these winds are also known as Chinook, which literally means ‘Snow 

Eater’. 

 Ordinarily, a Chinook wind is accompanied by the cyclonic activity which produces 

Cloud and precipitation on the windward side of the Rocky Mountain Range. 

 The latent heat released into the air through the condensation process warms the air 

and which passes across the mountain range and since the air has lost its moisture it 

becomes drier. 

 During winter Great Plain of North America are very cold and frozen, Chinook with its 

arrival increase the temperature and bring relief to the people and at the same time, 

the rise in temperature due to Chinook also helps in early sowing of spring wheat in 

the USA. 

 Foehn: 

 Foehn is dry and warm wind resulting due to adiabatic heating on the leeward side of 

the Mountain range. 

 These winds are more common on the northern side of Alps in Switzerland and with 

the arrival of these winds, there is a rapid rise in temperature. 

 The low relative humidity and high temperature are due to the adiabatic heating of the 

down-slope winds 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 48 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 The Foehn winds are present throughout the winter and due to the presence of such 

winds the temperature increases, and valleys of Switzerland are called ‘Climatic Oasis’ 

during the winter season 

 Harmattan: 

 These hot and dry wind originate from the Sahara Desert and blow towards the Guinea 

coast of Africa. 

 Due to their journey over the Sahara Desert, these winds become extremely dry and as 

they pass over the Sahara Desert they pick up more sand especially red sand and turn 

dusty. 

 As these winds arrive in the western coast of Africa, the weather which is warm and 

moist before its arrival, turns into pleasant dry weather with low relative humidity, 

thus bringing great relief to the people. Due to this reason, they are also known as 

“doctor” winds in the Guinea coast area of Western Africa 

 Loo: 

 It originates from the Thar desert and has north-westerly to a westerly direction. 

 They dominate during early summer in the months of March to May and create heat 

waves like condition in Northern India and adjoining parts. 

 They have desiccating effects and are considered as environmental hazards. 

Cold Local Winds: Cold local winds are dust-laden winds and as they have a temperature below 

freezing point, they create Cold Wave condition. The examples of Cold Local winds include-Mistral, 

Bora, Northers, Blizzard, Purga, Laventer, Pampero, Bise etc. 

 Mistral: 

 It is a cold and dry wind which blows in the Spain and France from North-west to South-

East direction, mostly occur during winter months. 

 Due to the presence of the Rhome River, these winds are channelized into the Rhome 

valley due to which they become extremely cold. 

 As they pass through the narrow Rhome Valley, they turn into stormy northerly cold 

winds 

 Such stormy cold northerly winds cause a sudden drop in temperature to below freezing 

point. 

 Bora: 

 These are cold and dry north-easterly winds which blow from the mountains towards 

the eastern shore of Adriatic Sea. 

 Bora is more effective in North Italy since here it descends the southern slopes of the 

Alps, although due to descend it gets adiabatically heated still its temperature is very low 

in comparison to the coastal area and these are the typical example of fall winds. 
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 Bora has often associated with the passage of a temperate Cyclone and at times the 

Bora winds themselves attain the hurricane force at the foot of the mountain and may 

cause disastrous impacts on properties. 

 Blizzard: 

 Blizzard is cold, violent, powdery polar winds (pick dry snow from the ground) 

 They are prevalent in the north and south polar regions, Canada, USA, Siberia etc. Due to 

the absence of any east-west Mountain barrier, these winds reach to the southern states 

of USA. 

Conclusion: 

Local differences of temperature and pressure produce local winds. Such winds are local in extent 

and are confined to the lowest levels of the troposphere. 

Explain the mechanism of sea-floor spreading and briefly mention the characteristic 

features of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge. (250 words) 
Physical geography by Savindra Singh 
Why this question: 
The question is from the static portions and probes upon the phenomena of SFS and the features of 
Mid-Atlantic ridge. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Explain the concept of sea floor spreading. 
Body: 
 Sea floor spreading is an endo-genetic process occurring at divergent plate boundaries.  
Mention details of the characteristic features of Mid-Atlantic Ridges. 
Use suitable diagrams to ensure the content is holistically conveyed. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance of the phenomena in the formation of geographical features. 
  

Introduction:     

Seafloor spreading is a process that occurs at mid-ocean ridges, where new oceanic crust is formed 

through volcanic activity and then gradually moves away from the ridge. The idea that the seafloor 

itself moves (and carries the continents with it) as it expands from a central axis was proposed 

by Harry Hess. 

Body: 
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Mechanism: 

 According to this theory, the intense heat generated by radioactive substances in the mantle 

(100-2900 km below the earth surface) seeks a path to escape, and gives rise to the 

formation of convention currents in the mantle. 

 Wherever rising limbs of these currents meet, oceanic ridges are formed on the sea floor 

and wherever the failing limbs meet, trenches are formed. 

 Seafloor spreading is a process that occurs at mid-ocean ridges, where new oceanic crust is 

formed through volcanic activity and then gradually moves away from the ridge. 

 Seafloor spreading helps explain continental drift in the theory of plate tectonics. When 

oceanic plates diverge, tensional stress causes fractures to occur in the lithosphere. 

 Basaltic magma rises up the fractures and cools on the ocean floor to form new sea floor. 

 Older rocks will be found farther away from the spreading zone while younger rocks will be 

found nearer to the spreading zone. 

Characteristics of Mid-Atlantic Ridge: 

 The continents bordering the Atlantic Ocean, for example, are believed to be moving away 

from the Mid-Atlantic Ridge at a rate of 1–2 cm (0.4–0.8 inch) per year, thus increasing the 

breadth of the ocean basin by twice that amount. 

 Volcanic eruptions are common all along the mid-oceanic ridges and they bring huge 

amounts of lava to the surface in this area. 

 The rocks equidistant on either sides of the crest of mid-oceanic ridges show remarkable 

similarities 

 Rocks closer to the mid-oceanic ridges are normal polarity and are the youngest. 

 The age of the rocks increases as one moves away from the crest. 

 The deep trenches have deep-seated earthquake occurrences while in the mid-oceanic ridge 

areas, the quake foci have shallow depths. 
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Conclusion: 

Seafloor spreading helps explain continental drift in the theory of plate tectonics. Sea floor spreading 

proposed the magma as the cause of new crust and subduction of crust at the ocean-continent 

boundaries. This was further expanded by scholars to propose plates and their movement due to 

this magma. It is these tectonic plates and not the continents that have been moving since the 

inception of earth. 

Define Mantle Plume and explain its role in plate tectonics.(250 words) 
 Physical geography by Savindra Singh 
Why this question: 
The question is from the static portions of GS paper I. one must discuss the concept of Mantle Plume 
and its possible role in Plate Tectonics. 
Key demand of the question: 
The question is straightforward, explain the concept of Mantle Plume and explain its role in plate 
tectonics. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
A mantle plume is an upwelling of abnormally hot rock within the Earth’s mantle. 
Body: 
In the body of the answer start discussing by enumerating basics of Plate tectonics, then explain 
what is mantle plume and its role in plate tectonics. 
Explain that Earth’s mantle plays an important role in the evolution of the crust and provides the 
thermal and mechanical driving forces for plate tectonics. 
Discuss the details such as – What happens as a tectonic plate moves over a mantle plume etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance of such phenomenon. 
Introduction:     

Mantle plume is an upwelling of abnormally hot rock within the Earth’s mantle. They are isolated 

long slender columns of hot rock that originate deep inside the Earth’s mantle. This is first 

proposed by J. Tuzo Wilson in 1963. Mantle plume is a large column of hot rock rising through the 

mantle. The heat from the plume causes rocks in the lower lithosphere to melt. 

Body: 

About Mantle Plumes: 

 The largest mantle plumes are presumed to form where a large volume of mantle rock is 

heated at the core-mantle boundary, about 1,800 miles below the surface, although smaller 

plumes may originate elsewhere within the mantle. 

 Once the temperature increases sufficiently to lower the rock density, a column of the 

hotter-than-normal rock (perhaps 2,000 kilometers in diameter) starts to rise very slowly 

through the surrounding mantle rocks. 

 Eventually, the rising column of hot rock reaches the base of the lithosphere, where it 

spreads out, forming a mushroom-shaped cap to the plume. The overlying lithosphere is 

pushed up and stretched out as the plume cap spreads. 
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Role in Plate tectonics: 

On the movement of Plates: 

Mantle plumes are one of the mechanisms for the movement of plates. As the mantle plumes 

diverge beneath the plates they exert an extensional force. This extensional force causes the plates 

to be stretched and finally to be ruptured. The convection currents thus carry the plates with 

themselves. This was the way Africa got ruptured and its moving away in two different directions 

along the East African Rift Valley. 

On the Continents 

 As the plume reaches the lithosphere, it spreads out laterally doming surficial zones of the 

Earth and moving them along in the directions of radial flow. This causes Epeirogenic 

movement. The centre of the Afar triangle in Ethiopia is one site of plume that flowed 

upward and outward carrying the Arabian, African, and Somali plates and moved away from 

the centre of the triangle. 

 On the continents, mantle plumes have probably been responsible for generating 

voluminous and extensive accumulations of Basalt flows, such as those of the Karoo (South 

Africa) and the Deccan (India), many of which are located at passive margins and were thus 

originally close to sites of continental breakup. 

 On the continents the manifestation of Mantle plume is best seen in Cosgrove Volcanic chain 

in Australia. 

 Mantle plume location beneath Yellowstone national Park has been thinning North America 

for some time, and is likely to thin the whole of surface causing it to open to spew the 

underlying volcano. 

On the Oceans 

Formation of Volcanic chains 

On the oceans, mantle plumes create lines of large volcanoes (such as the Hawaiian chain) if the 

overlying plate is moving with respect to the plume. As the oceanic plate is moves over a hot spot, 
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successive eruptions can produce a linear series of peaks or seamounts on the moving crustal plate. 

In such a series, the youngest peak is above the hot plume and the seamounts increase in age as the 

distance from the hot spot increases. 

Conclusion: 

At least 122 hot spots have been active in the past 10 million years. Several of them lie on mid-

oceanic ridges or close to them. The most prominent are Iceland, Azores and Tristan da Cunha 

Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and 

the Indian subcontinent); factors responsible for the location of primary, 

secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various parts of the world (including 

India) 

Discuss the pattern in the distribution of Livestock based industry in India. (250 words) 
Vikaspedia 
Why this question: 
The question is based upon the contributions of Livestock based industry to the Indian economy. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must discuss the pattern in the distribution of Livestock based industry in India. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Quote key facts like – India’s livestock sector is one of the largest in the world. It has 56.7% of world’s 
buffaloes, 12.5% cattle, 20.4% small ruminants, 2.4% camel, 1.4% equine, 1.5% pigs and 3.1% 
poultry. 
Body: 
In brief highlight the expanse of livestock industry in India. 
Livestock plays an important role in Indian economy. About 20.5 million people depend upon 
livestock for their livelihood. Livestock contributed 16% to the income of small farm households as 
against an average of 14% for all rural households. Livestock provides livelihood to two-third of rural 
community. 
Discuss the causative factors of it. 
Highlight the pattern on the basis of other dependent factors. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward 
Introduction:     

India’s livestock sector is one of the largest in the world. Livestock sector plays an important role in 

Indian economy. It is a source of subsidiary income for many families in India especially the poor. 

Animals provide nutrient-rich food products, draught power, dung as organic manure and domestic 

fuel, hides & skin, and are a regular source of cash income for rural households. They are a natural 

capital, which can be easily reproduced to act as a living bank with offspring as interest, and an 

insurance against income shocks of crop failure and natural calamities. 

Body: 

Trends in livestock population: (Source: 20th Livestock Census) 
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 Total Livestock population is 535.78 million- an increase of 4.6% over Livestock Census-2012. 

 Total Bovine population (Cattle, Buffalo, Mithun and Yak)-79 Million in 2019- an increase of 

about 1% over the previous census. 

 A decline of 6 % in the total Indigenous/ Non-descript cattle population over the previous 

census. 

 The population of cows in the country has risen by 18 per cent in the last seven years, while 

that of oxen dipped by 30 per cent, according to the latest census of livestock. 

 there was a spectacular 16.8 per cent increase in the poultry population in the country to 

851.81 million, mainly on account of a 46 per cent rise in backyard poultry birds, whose 

numbers have gone up to 317 million. 

 The number of female cattle is 145.12 million, which is 18 per cent over the 122.98 million in 

2012. The number of male cattle, on the other hand, dropped to 47.4 million as against 

67.92 million in 2012. 

 While cattle accounted for 35.94 per cent of total livestock in the country, goats accounted 

for 27.80 per cent, buffaloes: 20.45 per cent, sheep: 13.87 per cent and pigs: 1.69 per cent. 

Pattern in the distribution of Livestock based industry in India: 

 About 20.5 million people depend upon livestock for their livelihood. 

 Livestock contributed 16% to the income of small farm households as against an average of 

14% for all rural households. 

 Livestock provides livelihood to two-third of rural community. It also provides employment 

to about 8.8 % of the population in India. 

 India has vast livestock resources. Livestock sector contributes 4.11% GDP and 25.6% of total 

Agriculture GDP. 

Measures needed to strengthen livestock industry: 

 A national breeding policy is needed to upgrade the best performing indigenous breeds. 

 Buffalo breeding ought to be given more attention, while poultry breeding should be 

focused on conservation. 

 State governments should be encouraged to participate in national breeding policy 

implementation. Geographical information system-based analysis must be utilised to map 

production systems. 

 Animal health care should become a priority, with greater investment in preventive health 

care. 

 Private investment must also be encouraged. The government needs to create better 

incentive structures for investment in livestock. 

 State governments should sponsor research and assessment of the market, along with 

highlighting investment potential. 

Conclusion: 
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With increasing population, persistent rise in food inflation, unfortunate rise in farmer’s 

suicide and majority of the Indian population having agriculture as the primary occupation, the 

practice of animal husbandry is no more a choice, but a need in contemporary scenario. Its 

successful, sustainable and skilful implementation will go a long way in ameliorating the socio-

economic condition of lower strata of our society.  Linking the animal husbandry with food 

processing industry, agriculture, researches & patents has all the possible potential to make India a 

nutritional power house of the world. Animal husbandry is the imperative hope, definite desire and 

urgent panacea for India as well as the world. 

How does India see its place in the economic space of rising natural resource rich 

Africa? Discuss. (250 words). 
Why this question: 
For a resource-strapped nation like India, an entire continent in the nascent stages of development 
like Africa holds out innumerable possibilities. Thus it becomes important from exam point of view for 
us to analyse the significance. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the effect and benefits of rising natural resources of Africa to India. Explain in what way it is 
important for Indian economy. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Highlight that an alliance between a nation with a billion people, with increasing demand and in 
need of resources, and an underdeveloped continent that is rich in natural resources would be 
mutually beneficially to all concerned. 
Body: 
Explain first the richness of natural resource of African continent. 
Discuss in what way it will benefit India, as well present a brief background of the resource richness 
of Indian subcontinent and highlight the resource pressure. 
Provide for facts to justify your answer. One can draw maps and highlight Africa-India ties to 
enhance the quality of the answer. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude that Through diversification of trade opportunities, deepening of diplomatic ties and 
increased cooperation and collaboration with African nations, India seeks to establish a firm presence 
in Africa that can bring prosperity to both Africa and India. 
 

Introduction:   

Africa is world’s second largest continent both in terms of land and population with 55 

countries which account for about 15 percent of world’s population. India and Africa have a long and 

rich history of interaction marked by cultural, economic and political exchanges based on the 

principle of south cooperation 

Body: 

Importance of Africa for India: 

 Africa has turned from "The Hopeless Continent" to "A Hopeful Continent" given its 

demography, resources, market etc. 
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 Geostrategic: 

 Africa is critical to India’s security, especially the Horn of Africa region, because of its 

proximity with India. The threat of radicalism, piracy, organized crime emerge from this 

region 

 Economic: 

 Africa can help us in diversifying our energy sources, which is one of the stated objective of 

our Integrated Energy Policy 

 Africa also contains rich reservoir of valuable minerals, metals including gold and diamond 

 Africa provides a space for Indian investment 

 Africa has ample agricultural land which cab address India’s food security. India is looking at 

leasing land in Africa to overcome the land deficit that we face in terms of arable land 

 Geopolitical: 

 Support of African countries is important for India’s aim of gaining a permanent seat in 

UNSC 

 Africa provides a space for displaying both India’s soft and hard power 

 India has been actively involved in peace and stability of African countries through UN 

Peace keeping operations. India is involved in capacity building of African countries. Africa is 

also the largest beneficiary of India’s ITEC programme 

 Maritime security - East coast countries are important for peace and prosperity of the 

Indian Ocean region. 

 trade relations across and beyond Africa and interests of Indian diaspora in Africa. 

 Since the rise of Asia and Africa, these continents are reconstituting the geographies of the 

eastern hemisphere and breaking down the artificial mental maps that emerged in the 20th 

century.  

 Thus, India must recognise the growing importance of Africa for the security and prosperity of 

the Indo-Pacific. 

India’s role in Africa: 

 Africa has been the top priority of India’s Foreign Policy. 

 In recent years, India has reinforced its relations with Africa to reclaim lost ground. 

 India is focussing on lines of credit and capacity building, including skilling the local people. 

 India recently announced that it would be opening 18 new embassies in Africa between 2018 

and 2021. 

 India’s new embassy in Kigali is expected to open shortly.  

 India’s policy has focused on job creation in the countries it has invested in, China has tended to 

bring in its own labour causing resentment among the locals. 
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 India is rectifying past mistakes and re-engaging with Africa in a big way as the series of high 

profile visits in the last four years shows. 

 The Chinese model has often been criticised for creating huge debts for the nation in which it 

sets up projects, the Nairobi-Mombasa rail link being one example of this. 

 The $ 4 billion project has left Kenya with enormous debts. 

 Chinese Chequebook diplomacy has come under criticism. 

 Indian approach is seen as benign with mix of grants and loans offered at nominal interest rates. 

 The Chinese military base in Djibouti has raised fears that Beijing is abandoning its non-

interference policy in the region. 

 Many African countries are wary of putting all their eggs in the Chinese basket. This is something 

India must exploit to its advantage. 

 India has been helping Rwanda in capacity building, infrastructure development and ICT. 

 It is a matter of pride that India is a trusted development partner of Rwanda. 

 Large presence of the Indian Diaspora and Mahatma Gandhi's link with South Africa cements the 

ties. 

Measures to strengthen India-Africa relations: 

 We need to take direct control of our development programme instead of handing our funds to 

intermediaries whose priorities are often different from India’s. 

 To make an impact, our aid should be disbursed bilaterally and aligned with national priorities of 

the recipient state, which should be a substantial stakeholder and co-investor in schemes and 

projects from initiation to operation. 

 India’s development assistance should prefer the countries with its substantial interests, both 

existing and potential. 

 For instance, Nigeria, South Africa, Egypt, Ghana, Angola and Algeria are India’s top six trading 

partners in Africa, accounting for nearly two-thirds of its trade and half its exports to the 

continent; yet, they do not figure commensurately in India’s developmental pecking order. 

 India’s own needs for raw materials, commodities and markets should be factored in its aid 

calculus. 

 We ought to prefer aiding countries which are willing to help us from access to their natural 

resources to using our generics. 

 The aided project selected should be compatible with local requirements. They should be cost-

effective, scalable, future ready and commercially replicable. 

 For greater transparency, India should prefer its public sector to implement the aid projects. 

 The Indian Head of Mission in the recipient African state must be an integral part of the aid 

stream including project selection, co-ordination and implementation. 
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 Apart from empowering our diplomacy, this would ensure better harmonisation between our 

aid and economic objectives. 

 Finally, the aforementioned should not distract us from our duty to provide the needed 

humanitarian assistance to Africa: to be rendered promptly and with sensitivity, but without 

noise. 

Conclusion: 

Indian foreign policy has always envisaged a rules-based order anchored upon international 

law, openness, transparency, inclusivity and commitment to advancing economic engagement in the 

region. In this regard India can focus on four areas of cooperation with Africa i.e. maritime 

cooperation; connectivity; UN Sustainable Development Goals 2030; and economic development. 

Even after local coal-iron resources are depleted, the steel and heavy engineering 

industries do not frequently shift their location, why? Analyse. (250 words). 
Introduction:   

Many important geographical factors are involved in the location of individual industries which are 

of relative significance. But besides such purely geographical factors influencing industrial location, 

there are factors of historical, human, political and economic nature which are now tending to 

surpass the force of geographical advantages.  

Body: 

Despite the depletion of coal-iron resources, the steel and heavy engineering industries don’t 

frequently shift their location due to the following reasons: 

 Capital: 

 It takes a lot of time and money to build a factory and equip it with necessary machines. 

This discourages the entrepreneur from shifting to a new location, especially for steel 

industry, heavy engineering works, petrochemical refineries. 

 It is usually cheaper to modernize or expand an existing location rather than move to a new 

site.  

 For example, as cotton industry of Lakeshire declined, they converted textile mills into light 

engineering goods factories, rather than moving to a different location.  

 Labour: 

 As time progressed, area near coal fields developed into industrial cities. There is already a 

large pool of skilled and experienced workers, support services. New area may not have the 

same labour supply 

 Technology and alternative sources of fuel: 

 Today, coal is not the only source of energy. We’ve natural gas, hydel electricity even 

nuclear power. 

 With the introduction of new technologies in steel production, there is no need massive 

amount of coking coal. 

 Transportation: 
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 The railroad, transport and communication infrastructure = well-developed in the old area. 

Therefore, even if local raw material supply is exhausted, they can be imported from other 

areas.  

 Market: 

 Iron and steel industries provide raw material to many secondary manufacturing industries 

such as automobile, heavy engineering etc. 

 If the primary industries moved to new location but the corresponding Customers like 

automobile / heavy engineering industries don’t change location, then it will affect profit 

levels 

 Government policies: 

 The industrialists in old area usually have deep pockets and political connections so they 

lobby to government for favourable protectionist policies and large labour population in old 

area which acts a vote bank. 

 For example, Pittsburgh is not a coastal city and nearby coal-iron ore reserves are getting 

depleted and it was becoming more expensive to produce steel using imported iron-ore. 

 But then Pittsburgh industrialists lobbied, and US government made steel-pricing policies 

like “Multiple Basing system”, “Pittsburgh plus” etc. (in the early 1900s). 

Conclusion: 

The other raw materials besides iron ore and coking coal, essential for iron and steel industry are 

limestone, dolomite, manganese and fire clay. All these raw materials are gross (weight losing), 

therefore, the best location for the iron and steel plants is near the source of raw materials.  In India, 

there is a crescent shaped   region   comprising   parts   of Chhattisgarh, Northern Odisha, Jharkhand 

and western West Bengal, which is extremely rich in high grade iron ore, good quality coking coal 

and other supplementing raw materials. 

Pharmaceutical industries that once had shifted from the states of Gujarat/Maharashtra 

towards northern Hill states, are now returning back to the original states, Discuss why. 

(250 words). 
Introduction:   

The pharmaceutical industry in India is among the most highly organized sectors. This industry plays 

an important role in promoting and sustaining development in the field of global medicine. It ranks 

3rd in the world terms of volume and 14th in terms of value.  

Body: 

Pharmaceutical Industry being a footloose industry, can be placed and located at any location 

without effect from factors of production such as Resources, Land, Labour, Capital and Enterprise. 

There is processing of products that are neither weight-gaining, nor weight-losing, and face 

significant transportation costs. 

The preponderance of this industry in Western region may be explained due to a number of factors 

like 

 Government policies:  
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 opening up of the FDI upto 100% in pharma has attracted a lot of investments from foreign 

countries.  

 The Supreme Court verdicts on Evergreening (Sec 3(d)) (Novartis v. Union of India.) and 

Compulsory licensing (Sec 84) (Bayer Pharma vs UoI) has strengthened the confidence of 

Indian Pharma industries against the foreign conglomerates.  

 The focus on Biotechnology in the last 25 years has grown leaps and bounds. 

 State Industrial Policies:  

 Favourable State policy like stable policies of state government, provision of 

infrastructure, easy land availability, SEZs, power etc. help in ease of doing business. 

 Raw Materials:  

 Proximity to petrochemical hubs which form the raw materials. Example: Jamnagar, 

Gujarat; Bombay high, Maharashtra. 

 Capital Availability:  

 The western part of India has traditionally been the hub of trade and Capital. 

 Proximity to ports:  

 It facilitates easy export to other nations in Africa, Europe etc. Example: Kandla, 

JNPT, Navasheva. 

 Proximity to markets:  

 The Indian domestic market is a huge market. Initiatives to promote generic 

medicines in India has further strengthened.  

 In global markets, Africa for long has been an important market for India’s Generic 

Drug Industry. 

The recent trends have shown that the pharmaceutical industries have been returning back to 

original states of gujarat and Maharashtra. The reasons for the same are: 
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 End of honeymoon period:  

 The pharma companies that have been enjoying their honeymoon phase in the hilly states 

of Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand are now looking at Gujarat for their facilities. 

 With the period of tax incentives getting over, several companies from these tax havens 

are now returning home after putting their units on sale. 

 GST reforms:  

 The goods and services tax (GST) has proven to be a boon for the pharmaceutical industry 

in Gujarat, with a renewed interest among pharma companies to set up units here as the 

hilly states tax havens lose attractiveness. 

 The biggest change brought by GST is the creation of a level playing field for Gujarat by 

narrowing down the price and cost difference between tax havens and non-exempted 

states substantially. 

 now with tax incentives getting rolled back and with the anticipation of Goods and 

Services Tax being implemented next year, there is no difference between the home state 

and other states. 

 Other issues faced in hilly states:  

 End of tax benefits is not the only reason, the pharma units also faced problems in 

procuring raw material and packaging material in tax havens such as Himachal Pradesh. 
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 Increasing Generic drug facilities:  

 There is an increase in the manufacturing of Generic drugs at facilities. E.g.: in NIMZ zones. 

Conclusion: 

Though the above factors explain the emergence of Pharmaceutical industries in western 

region, many of the factors may be found at other places across the country (Bangalore, NCR region 

etc.). So the Pharma industry is not just located at west but scattered across the country wherever 

economic considerations allow. 

Even after local coal-iron resources are depleted, the steel and heavy engineering 

industries do not frequently shift their location, why? Analyse.(250 words) 
Class 8 NCERT – Resources and development geography 
Why this question: 
The question is based on the location factor of the raw material and its significance in deciding the 
location of the Steel and Heavy industry per say. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the :  Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries 
in various parts of the world in general and highlight the specific effect of location of raw material as 
a deciding factor on location of secondary industry and in what way recently there has been changes 
witnessed in the interlinkages between them. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In brief highlight the locations of coal-iron resources in India. 
Body: 
Explain first why the steel and iron industries were initially located in and around the raw material 
regions and now there has been a shift from such a trend. 
Discuss the causative factors of such a trend; transport factor, use of heavy machines to transport 
etc. 
Explain that the capital, market and transport are the other factors influencing the localization of 
iron and steel industry. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance of development in general that has led to such a trend. 
Introduction:     

Many important geographical factors are involved in the location of individual industries which are 

of relative significance. But besides such purely geographical factors influencing industrial location, 

there are factors of historical, human, political and economic nature which are now tending to 

surpass the force of geographical advantages. 

Body: 

Despite the depletion of coal-iron resources, the steel and heavy engineering industries don’t 

frequently shift their location due to the following reasons: 

 Capital: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 63 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

o It takes a lot of time and money to build a factory and equip it with necessary 

machines. This discourages the entrepreneur from shifting to a new location, 

especially for steel industry, heavy engineering works, petrochemical refineries. 

o It is usually cheaper to modernize or expand an existing location rather than move 

to a new site. 

o For example, as cotton industry of Lakeshire declined, they converted textile mills 

into light engineering goods factories, rather than moving to a different location. 

 Labour: 

o As time progressed, area near coal fields developed into industrial cities. There is 

already a large pool of skilled and experienced workers, support services. New area 

may not have the same labour supply 

 Technology and alternative sources of fuel: 

o Today, coal is not the only source of energy. We’ve natural gas, hydel electricity 

even nuclear power. 

o With the introduction of new technologies in steel production, there is no need 

massive amount of coking coal. 

 Transportation: 

o The railroad, transport and communication infrastructure = well-developed in the 

old area. Therefore, even if local raw material supply is exhausted, they can be 

imported from other areas. 

 Market: 

o Iron and steel industries provide raw material to many secondary manufacturing 

industries such as automobile, heavy engineering etc. 

o If the primary industries moved to new location but the corresponding Customers 

like automobile / heavy engineering industries don’t change location, then it will 

affect profit levels 

 Government policies: 

o The industrialists in old area usually have deep pockets and political connections so 

they lobby to government for favourable protectionist policies and large labour 

population in old area which acts a vote bank. 

o For example, Pittsburgh is not a coastal city and nearby coal-iron ore reserves are 

getting depleted and it was becoming more expensive to produce steel using 

imported iron-ore. 

o But then Pittsburgh industrialists lobbied, and US government made steel-pricing 

policies like “Multiple Basing system”, “Pittsburgh plus” etc. (in the early 1900s). 

Conclusion: 

The other raw materials besides iron ore and coking coal, essential for iron and steel industry are 

limestone, dolomite, manganese and fire clay. All these raw materials are gross (weight 
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losing), therefore, the best location for the iron and steel plants is near the source of raw 

materials.  In India, there is a crescent shaped   region   comprising   parts   of Chhattisgarh, Northern 

Odisha, Jharkhand and western West Bengal, which is extremely rich in high grade iron ore, good 

quality coking coal and other supplementing raw materials. 

Australia is a major supplier of wool but not a major supplier of finished woolen 

garments, why? Analyse the aspects leading to such a trend.(250 words) 
Human and Economic geography by Goh Cheng Leong 
Why this question: 
The question is based out of static portions of GS paper I. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must provide for a detailed analysis as to what has led to such a trend wherein Australia is a 
major producer yet not a supplier of finished woolen garments. 
Directive: 
Analyze – When asked to analyse, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In first explain and justify the fact that Australia is one of the major producers of wool. 
Body: 
Explain in detail the factors necessary for producing wool – climatic factor, land size, economy of 
scales etc. 
Explain the nature of raw material, market locations etc. 
Then discuss why Australia despite being major producer of wool is not  a major finished garments 
producer – explain the factors of demand, market etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     

The major wool-producing countries, with the exception of the U.S.S.R. are in the southern 

continents, where the warmer climates related to the limited southerly extent of the continents, 

provide better conditions for wool production than the damper, cooler conditions of many 

temperate areas in the northern hemisphere. 

Body: 

The rather dry climates of interior Australia and South Africa and the rain-shadow region of 

Patagonia in Argentina are ideal for wool production. Sheep farming on a very extensive scale is 

often the most economic use of land in the drier regions and in turn extensive production has 

economies of scale which make for lower-cost production. 

Wool Production in Australia: 

Australia is the world’s leading wool producer: 

 More than two-thirds of the approximately 135 million sheep are merinos, kept for wool 

production. 

 Merinos were first introduced into Australia in the early nineteenth century, but the 

advantages of wool production were only realized between about 1860 and 1890. 

 There was a great expansion both in sheep numbers and in the area used for sheep farming. 
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 Sheep farming is now concentrated in New South Wales, especially in the rolling Downs on 

the western side of the Great Dividing Range. 

 In the favoured areas crossbred sheep are increasingly kept, and form part of a system of 

mixed farming. 

 Australian merinos yield between 12 and 22 kg (25 and 45 lb) each of wool per year. 

 Australia has only a small woollen textile industry and exports 90 per cent of its wool 

production, the main markets being Japan, Britain, and other European countries. 

Australia thus accounts for only 1 per cent of the world’s woollen textiles. There are several 

reasons for this: 

 Firstly, woollen textiles require greater skill and fewer workers than cotton textiles and are 

thus well-suited to the industrial nations. 

 Secondly, markets for woollen goods are largely in the colder northern countries. 

 The producers in the southern continents have generally warmer climates and thus 

constitute a smaller market. 

 A third reason is the sparse population of many wool-producing areas. This reduces market 

potential and means that wage rates for workers are as high or higher than in established 

areas. 

 Woollen textile business requires skilled workers. In Australia, low-population which leads to 

higher wage rates. 

Conclusion: 

Therefore, Australia leads in wool production but not in textile. The competition from synthetic 

textiles has also added to the competition to the woollen textiles. 

To what extend has proximity to water transport or railways influenced timber 

exploitation? Explain with examples from India.(250 words) 
Indian Geography by Majid Hussain 
Why this question: 
The question is based on the Timber industry prevalent in the country and the factors affecting its 
location. 
Key demand of the question: 
Examine the key factors involved in deciding the location of Timber industry in the country. Explain 
the influence of Railways and water transport on the location of these. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Lay out the expanse of Timber industry in the country. 
Body: 
Explain what are the geographical factors affecting location of this industry – raw material, 
transport; river, waterways, railways, labour, Market etc. 
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Then explain the importance of Lumbering. And the influence of above factors affecting it. Quote 
examples to justify. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significant contribution of the industry to the economy. 
Introduction:     

India has a thriving range of industries for semi-processed and value-added timber products, 

including wooden handicrafts, pulp and paper, plywood and veneer and wooden furniture. Exports 

of wooden handicrafts in particular are on the rise. 

Body: 

Factors affecting the location of timber industries are: 

 Raw materials: The raw material needed for timber industries are wooden logs. These are 

high weight loss raw materials as only 40% of the weight of logs are converted to timber and 

the rest is discarded as waste. Thus to save the cost of transporting waste materials the 

timber industries are located in jungles near the source of raw materials. 

 Rivers: The transportation of logs is difficult hence flow of rivers is used for this purpose. The 

rivers have to clean and pollution free. Thus transportation also determines the location of 

timber factories. 

 River direction: This should be towards the market. 

 In temperate forest the commercial exploitation is easier as small number of species are 

located in a region. Softwood trees are found that are easier to chop. 

 The forest areas are connected by roads. Ground is covered by snow making it easier to push 

logs. 

 The winter seasons make agriculture tough. Hence farmers find lumbering as suitable 

alternative. The lumbering activity is highly mechanized due to which small manpower is 

needed. 

 The proximity to markets e.g. US meant that demand would be there. 

 Government policy on Silviculture and strict regulation of timber industry ensure that 

reforestation takes place and forests grow back 

India being a tropical country timber exploitation has been difficult due to the following reasons: 

 In tropical areas some tree-species are extremely valuable, but they are scattered. This 

heterogeneous supply of timber leads to high cost of commercial exploitation. 

 Unlike temperate regions tropical forests have large number of tree species in a particular 

location. This made commercial exploitation tough. 

 The hardwood trees found in such areas are difficult to float on water and thus difficult to 

transport. 

 The market areas are also far from these regions. 

 Transportation of timber to market is difficult due to inadequate facilities. 

 In India, people are dependent more on bamboo, softwood. E.g. South Gujarat, Odisha, MP 
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 India is one of the world’s largest importers of timber, having imported over 3 mn cubic 

meters of tropical logs in 2016 and 346,000 cubic meters of tropical veneer. 

The presence of waterways and railways has helped in transportation of raw materials from the 

forests to the places of processing. Further the transportation has helped in accessing the far away 

markets by exporting through waterways and railways. On the other hand, the transportation has 

led to increased imports to provide raw materials to the timber-based industries. 

Conclusion: 

India’s growth in timber consumption is underpinned by robust private and public consumption. 

Consumption is supported by lower energy costs, public sector salary and pension increases, and 

favourable monsoon rains, which boosted urban and rural incomes. This is aptly bolstered by the 

railways and waterways. 

With farm distress making headlines, discuss the potential that Indian poultry industry 

bears to absorb the distress and  emerges out as a modern , scientific industry driven by 

technology.(250 words) 
Timesofindia 
Why this question: 
The question is in the context of the 84th birth anniversary of father of Indian poultry industry Dr B V 
Rao. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must discuss in detail the potential that Indian poultry industry bears to absorb the distress and 
emerges out as a modern, scientific industry driven by technology to double the farm income and 
contribute significantly to the economy. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Provide for statistics related to poultry industry. 
Body: 
First explain briefly the historical background – The Indian Poultry industry suffered an unusual series 
of crises in early 1980s, as the selling price had become lower than the production cost. Many of the 
poultry farmers shut down their farm operations as a result of heavy losses. A group of farmers 
motivated by Dr. B. V. Rao and Ch. Jagapati Rao travelled across the country, organising over 300 
meetings with groups, individuals, and traders. Their objective was to unite poultry farmers from all 
over India and take control of their own destiny. In May 1982, NECC was formally registered as a 
trust under the Indian Societies Registration Act and on May 14, 1982, NECC started declaring egg 
prices. 
Discuss the significance of technology and scientific approach of developing poultry sector in the 
country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance of the same. 
Introduction:     

India has the world’s largest population of livestock. The country produces approximately 5.3 million 

MT of meat and 75 billion eggs annually. India is also the largest producer of buffalo meat and 
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second largest producer of goat meat.  In essence, poultry and meat are vertically integrated 

industries in India and have witnessed colossal growth over the past few years. 

Body: 

The poultry industry in India, in particular, represents a massive success story. It has undergone a 

paradigm shift in structure and operation and what was largely a backyard venture before the 1960s 

has been transformed into a vibrant agribusiness with an annual turnover of INR 30 000 crores. 

Presently, India is the third largest egg producer in the world following China and the USA. 

Potential of the poultry sector: 

 The development goes beyond size – extending to efficiency, superiority and quality. 

 Labour: Poultry sector, besides providing direct or indirect employment to nearly 3 million 

people is a potent tool for subsidiary income generation for many landless and marginal 

farmers. 

 Nutritional security: For a distressed farmer’s family, food provided by livestock is the only 

source of nutrition required for survival and also provides nutritional security. 

 Reliable source of income: Further, landless labourers derive more than 50 per cent of their 

income from livestock especially from poultry. 

 Asset: Livestock are important asset for a distress farmer which can be encashed at any 

moment and may help him to come out of debt trap. 

 Undoubtedly, this remarkable growth is an outcome of several factors, such as active 

developmental support from the state and central government, research and development 

support from research institutes, application of new technologies, international 

collaboration and private sector participation. 

Growth drivers for poultry industry: 

 In India, poultry sector growth may be attributed to many factors like rising incomes and a 

rapidly expanding middle class, together with the emergence of vertically integrated poultry 

producers that have reduced consumer prices by lowering production and marketing costs. 

 Integrated production, market transition from live birds to chilled and frozen products, and 

policies that ensure supplies of competitively priced corn and soybean are keys to future 

poultry industry growth in India. Further, disease surveillance, monitoring and control will 

also decide the fate of this sector. 

 Concurrently, India’s unorganized and backyard poultry sector is also one of the potent tool 

for subsidiary income generation for many landless/ marginal farmers and also provides 

nutritional security to the rural poor. 

 These achievements and growth rates are still being sustained despite the ingress of avian 

influenza which was a severe setback for the industry, showing the resilience of the 

subsector, perseverance of the private sector and timely intervention by the Government. 

 To assess the future trends, we have to review the past planning and present scenario to 

extrapolate the future. The externalities and variables are often unprecedented and sudden. 
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Both empirical and statistical methods need to be accounted for while making any predictive 

assumptions 

Way forward: 

 Measures should be taken to increase the meat production efficiency of different species of 

animals using the improved management practices. 

 Adoption of improved shelter management practices can reduce the environmental stress. 

 New breeds should be developed for meat production with higher feed conversion 

efficiency, faster growth and disease resistant. 

 Health management practices should be followed for prevention of diseases and economic 

loss to the farmers. 

 Regular prophetic health measures should be carried out against infectious diseases. Regular 

screening of animals should be carried out against disease such as tuberculosis, brucellosis, 

salmonellosis etc. 

 The livestock market yard should have basic facilities for feeding, watering and holding 

animals for days. 

 By vertical integration with meat processing industries the middle men can be eliminated, 

which will ultimately increase the profit of farmers. 

 There is need for modernizing the quality control laboratories of the State Government, 

apart from need for strict laboratory inspection of meat and meat products, training 

programs for meat workers regarding hygiene and sanitation need to be organized regularly. 

 Modernization of abattoirs, setting up of rural abattoirs and registration of all slaughter 

houses in cities/towns are essential for quality meat production. 

 The setting up of large commercial meat farms have been recommended to address the 

traceability issues necessary for stringent quality standards of CODEX. 

Conclusion: 

Poultry rearing has always been an integral component of livestock production system in India. The 

concept of composite farming production system with crop, livestock, fish and poultry production 

has been practiced for centuries in India. However, poultry production in India has taken a quantum 

leap in the last four decades, emerging from an entirely unorganized and unscientific farming 

practice to commercial production system with state-of-the-art technological interventions. 

Describe and account for the shifts in the textile industries of the world with special 

focus on effect of the evolving digital technologies.(250 words) 
Geography by Majid Hussain 
Why this question: 
The question is based on the themes of static portions. 
Key demand of the question: 
The answer must provide for an analysis of the shifts in the textile industries of the world with special 
focus on effect of the evolving digital technologies. 
Directive: 
Describe – Provide a detailed explanation as to how and why something happens. 
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Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Briefly explain the facts related to textile industry – its location, transport, capital and labor factor. 
Body: 
Explain how textile industries have been set up historically and what were the controlling factors; 
proximity to raw materials – water source, leather availability, cotton etc. and the labor factor, 
transport factor etc. 
Then move on to discuss the role played by the coming of technologies and in what way they have 
changed the mindset of the entire sector. Illustrate using suitable examples. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude on a positive note stating the role and positive contributions of the technology. 
Introduction:     

The textile industry is currently experiencing the effects of digitalization – increasing 

individualization, networking of devices and people as well as progressive automation of 

production and logistics processes are increasingly coming into focus. Technological innovations and 

changing customer expectations require new business models and organisational principles in the 

textile industry. 

Body: 

Textiles are one of the oldest trades, but the textiles industry has come a long way from the early 

days of handcrafting. Once considered a labour-intensive craft, textiles have now become a heavily 

technology-driven process. Thanks to advancements in predictive analytics, IoT, artificial intelligence 

and ERP, there is an extraordinary opportunity for textile players to achieve Industry 4.0 leadership 

and deliver automated control over the textile fabrication process from design and colouring to fibre 

construction, fabric creation, finishing and delivery. 

Digitization is impacting textile industry and offers significant benefits in terms of introducing new 

and agile business models for apparel industries. 

In the textile sector, digital advancements such as Internet of Things (IoT), artificial intelligence and 

ERP, present favourable opportunities for automation, to spruce up the fabrication process, 

including the design, colouring, fibre construction, fabric creation, finishing and delivery. While there 

are several benefits from going digital, the biggest advantage for companies in the textile space will 

be to serve the ever-changing consumer behavior. Today, the tech-savvy consumer expects high-

quality products, customized and value-added services, along with quick, subscription-based product 

delivery and consultation. 

Furthermore, digital transformation in the textile industry will take care of finer aspects such as dye 

stock management, workforce co-ordination, and equipment monitoring. It will also enable players 

to exceed customer expectations, adopt a transparent, omni-channel value chain, and identify 

profit-generating customer relationships and business segments – all crucial requirements in an 

increasingly demand-driven economy. 

Conclusion: 

To be digital or not is no longer the debate. The question that is foremost in businesses today is how 

to go digital. So, the textile players need a cogent business strategy that incorporates and leverages 

digital vision, creating the right organization with digital skills, adopting newer implementation 

models and then broadbasing digital so that it becomes part of the organization DNA will bring to 
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bear the dividends of digitisation. Textile businesses today are looking for help in stitching all these 

together to realize its full potential. 

Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic 

activity, cyclone etc. 

“The Ring of Fire is home to over more than 450 volcanoes and is affected by 90% of 

the earthquakes”. Discuss the formation of the Ring of Fire due to plate tectonics. (250 

words) 
Reference 
Why this question: 
The question is straight forward from the static portions of the GS paper I. 
Key demand of the question: 
One must explain in detail the formation of the Ring of Fire due to plate tectonics. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
In short define what is Ring of fire. 
Body: 
Introduce the Ring of Fire by stating its location, shape, and characteristics.  
Discuss the formation of the Pacific Ring of Fire. Its association with plate tectonics. 
Give some of the important geological features associated with it.  
Conclude by explaining the reason behind its active state due to which it hosts the largest number of 
active volcanoes of the world.  
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating relevance of the geographical feature to the world physiography. 
Introduction:     

The Ring of Fire is a Pacific region home to over 450 volcanoes, including three of the world’s four 

most active volcanoes – Mount St. Helens in the USA, Mount Fuji in Japan and Mount Pinatubo in 

the Philippines. It is also sometimes called the circum-Pacific belt. Around 90% of the world’s 

earthquakes occur in the Ring of Fire, and 80% of the world’s largest earthquakes. 

Body: 
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Location of Circum-Pacific Region (“Pacific Ring of fire”): 

 It stretches along the Pacific Ocean coastlines, where the Pacific Plate grinds against other, 

smaller tectonic plates that form the Earth’s crust – such as the Philippine Sea plate and the 

Cocos and Nazca Plates that line the edge of the Pacific Ocean. 

 The 40,000 kilometre horse-shoe-shaped ring loops from New Zealand to Chile, passing 

through the coasts of Asia and the Americas on the way. 

 The chain of volcanoes extends from Aleutian Islands into Kamchatka, Japan, the Philippines 

and Indonesia, southward into Pacific Islands of Solomon, Tonga and New Zealand. On the 

other side of the pacific, the chain continues from the Andes to Central America (Guatemala, 

Costa Rica and Nicaragua), Mexico and right up to Alaska. 

 Example: Mt. Fuji, Mt.Vesuvius, Stromboli, Etna etc. 

Formation is due to the Ocean – Ocean plate collision and Ocean – Continent plate collision: 

 The Ring of Fire is a direct outcome of the tectonic activities in the Pacific Ocean. The 

lithosphere plates are in constant motion and collisions. 

 These plates making up the outermost layer of the earth are always moving on top of the 

mantle and sometimes pull apart, collide, or slide past each other resulting in divergent 

boundaries, convergent boundaries, and transform boundaries respectively. 

 The Ring of Fire is the result from subduction of oceanic tectonic plates beneath lighter 

continental plates. The area where these tectonic plates meet is called a subduction zone. 

 Subduction zones are also predominant due to the action of the tectonic movements when 

heavier plates slip under lighter plates, creating deep trenches. 

 The subduction alters the heavy mantle into buoyant magma which moves up the crust to 

the surface of the earth. When this occurs over millions of years, the rising magma brings 

about a series of active volcanoes referred to as volcanic arc. 

 The volcanic arcs and ocean trenches run parallel to each other thereby bringing about the 

ever expanding Pacific Ring of Fire. 
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 For example, the Aleutian Islands in Alaska run parallel to the Aleutian Trench. What’s more, 

the Andes Mountains of South America runs parallel to the Peru-Chile Trench. 

 These parallel geologic features are the ones responsible for the subductions of the Plates. 

 When it comes to plate tectonic boundaries, it leads to faulting, crashing, and formation of 

rift valleys on the sea floor which contributes to the ejection of magma and powerful 

shaking of the ocean floor. 

 This leads to the formation of more cracks, vents, and fault lines which can trigger strong 

earthquakes and volcanic activities. 

 The ejected magma is cooled by the seawater to form new crust, creating high ridges on the 

ocean floor. 

 The East Pacific Rise is one of the major locations experiencing fast seafloor spreading in the 

ring of fire. 

 

Ring of fire and earthquakes: 

 The world’s deepest earthquakes happen in subduction zone areas as tectonic plates scrape 

against each other – and the Ring of Fire has the world’s biggest concentration of subduction 

zones. 

 As energy is released from the earth’s molten core, it forces tectonic plates to move and 

they crash up against each other, causing friction. The friction causes a build-up of energy 

and when this energy is finally released it causes an earthquake. If this happens at sea it can 

cause devastating tsunamis. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 74 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 Tectonic plates usually only move on average a few centimetres each year, but when an 

earthquake strikes, they speed up massively and can move at several metres per second. 

Conclusion: 

Volcanoes have a huge impact on man and material as urbanization and globalization increases. The 

effects have impacts on flora, fauna and the global warming which can accelerate the climate 

change. 

Explain the phenomenon of Explosive cyclogenesis. Discuss its impact on local weather 

and flora and fauna.(250 words) 
Reference 
Key demand of the question: 
One has to explain in detail the phenomenon of Explosive cyclogenesis. And discuss its impact on 
local weather and flora and fauna. 
Directive: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
particular context. You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with 
relevant associated facts. 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Introduce briefly the phenomena of cyclogenesis and explosive cyclogenesis. 
Body: 
Discuss the formation of Bomb Cyclone due to explosive cyclogenesis. 
Discuss its impact on the weather of a region. 
Explain briefly its negative impact on the economy and disruption of normal life. 
Elaborate on what needs to be done to prevent the damages caused by such phenomena. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by reiterating the significance of such a natural phenomena. 
Introduction:     

The term Bomb Cyclone is used by meteorologists to indicate a mid-latitude cyclone that intensifies 

rapidly. A bomb cyclone happens when atmospheric pressure in the middle of the storm drops at 

least 24 millibars over 24 hours, quickly increasing in intensity. Bomb cyclones also draw air from 

Polar Regions after it weakens. 

Body: 

The United States East Coast and Midwest have battled record-breaking low temperatures as cold 

Arctic air continues to sweep through the region followed by the freezing winter storm — bomb 

cyclone or Bombogenesis. 

Mechanism: 

 The cyclone is essentially a storm caused by a collision of warm air and cold air which 

develop into rotating storm-like pattern and lead to an explosive deepening of pressure. 

 The air starts to move and the rotation of the earth creates a cyclonic effect. 
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 The direction is counter clockwise in the Northern hemisphere leading to winds that come 

out of the northeast. 

 The East Coast’s first snowstorm of 2018 was energised by this rapid drop in barometric 

pressure. 

Impacts: 

On Weather: 

 There is a significant drop in air pressure leading to highly unstable weather conditions. 

 the storm brings with it “chilly and gusty winds” and low temperatures around the 30 and 40 

degree Fahrenheit. 

 It is usually characterized by blizzard with white-out conditions, hurricane-force winds 

wreaking havoc and heavy rainfall. 

 There are high speed winds, of 90 miles an hour, and gusts of 70 and 80 miles an hour. 

 The storm can lead to coastal flooding in the coastal areas. 

  

On Fauna: 

 In Florida, iguanas and green lizards were falling off trees after being “stunned by the cold.” 

 The temperature in Gulf of Mexico waters has “cold-stunned” sea turtles in Texas, causing 

them to float to the surface and making them vulnerable to predators. 

 In Massachusetts’ Cape Cod, the Atlantic White Shark Conservancy reported the strandings 

of three thresher sharks out of which two were probably suffering from “cold shock” while 

the third had frozen solid. 

 In Canada, which is also battling extreme weather conditions, the Calgary Zoo announced 

that it was moving its king penguins inside amid -13F (-25C) temperatures. 

Conclusion: 

Although a “Bombogenesis” is not as scary as it sounds, it can be dangerous, with travel conditions 

particularly affected. Worldwide, about 40 to 50 ‘bomb cyclones’ brew each year, but most are over 

open oceans. However, with rampant climate change due to global warming, the frequencies of such 

events are going to increase. 

What is lightning? How does it strike? Describe the origin and development of 

thunderstorms with examples .(250 words) 
The hindu 
Why this question: 
With 9 lakh lightning strikes between April 1 and July 31 this year, Odisha recorded the highest 
number of lightning strikes in the country, while Jammu and Kashmir recorded the least with about 
20,000 strikes, a report by a research body of the India Meteorological Department (IMD) has found. 
Thus the question aims to ascertain the geographical concept underlying. 
Key demand of the question: 
Explain the underlying concept of lightning and thunderstorm in detail. 
Directive: 
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Describe – Provide a detailed explanation as to how and why something happens. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define – A thunderstorm is any storm that produces thunder and lightning. At the same time, 
thunderstorms can also produce high winds, hail, and tornadoes. They are typically associated with 
cumulus clouds that indicate the presence of rising, unstable air. 
Body: 
Explain first the origin of a thunderstorm. 
Describe the different stages associated with suitable diagrams. 
Define the concept of Lightening, highlight the facts brought out by the report. 
Explain the impact of it on the lives and livelihood of people, discuss the concerned areas. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward. 
Introduction:     

Lightning is a very rapid and massive discharge of electricity in the atmosphere, some of which is 

directed towards the Earth’s surface. These discharges are generated in giant moisture-bearing 

clouds that are 10-12 km tall. As per IMD, with 9 lakh lightning strikes between April 1 and July 31 

this year, Odisha recorded the highest number of lightning strikes in the country, while Jammu and 

Kashmir recorded the least with about 20,000 strikes. 

Body: 

Lightning strike mechanism: 

 The base of these clouds typically lies within 1-2 km of the Earth’s surface, while their top is 

12-13 km away. Temperatures towards the top of these clouds are in the range of minus 35 

to minus 45 degrees Celsius. 

 As water vapour moves upward in the cloud, the falling temperature causes it to condense. 

Heat is generated in the process, which pushes the molecules of water further up. 

 As they move to temperatures below zero degrees Celsius, the water droplets change into 

small ice crystals. They continue to move up, gathering mass — until they are so heavy that 

they start to fall to Earth. 

 This leads to a system in which, simultaneously, smaller ice crystals are moving up and 

bigger crystals are coming down. 

 Collisions follow, and trigger the release of electrons — a process that is very similar to the 

generation of sparks of electricity. As the moving free electrons cause more collisions and 

more electrons, a chain reaction ensues. 

 This process results in a situation in which the top layer of the cloud gets positively charged, 

while the middle layer is negatively charged. The electrical potential difference between the 

two layers is huge — of the order of a billion to 10 billion volts. In very little time, a massive 

current, of the order of 100,000 to a million amperes, starts to flow between the layers. 

 An enormous amount of heat is produced, and this leads to the heating of the air column 

between the two layers of the cloud. This heat gives the air column a reddish appearance 

during lightning. As the heated air column expands, it produces shock waves that result in 

thunder. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 77 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

Thunderstorms are severe local storms with thunder and lightning and typically also heavy rain or 

hail. They are of short duration, occurring over a small area but are violent. Thunderstorms mostly 

occur on ground where the temperature is high. Thunderstorms are less frequent on water bodies 

due to low temperature. Worldwide, there are an estimated 16 million thunderstorms each year, 

and at any given moment, there are roughly 2,000 thunderstorms in progress. 

Origin and Development of thunderstorm: 

Thunderstorm are also called ‘convective storms’ are caused due to a process called ‘convection’ 

where a parcel of moisture laden air rises from earth’s surface due to intense heating to the upper 

layers of the atmosphere. Local thunderstorms are characterised by heavy rain, lightning, hail, high 

winds, sudden temperature changes and snow (in winter). 

 

Most thunderstorms are developed by a cycle that has three stages: 

 Cumulus stage 

o Ground is significantly heated due to solar insolation. 
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o A low pressure starts to establish due to intense upliftment of an air parcel 

(convention). 

o Air from the surroundings start to rush in to fill the low pressure. 

o Intense convection of moist hot air builds up a towering cumulonimbus cloud. 

 Mature stage 

o Characterized by intense updraft of rising warm air, which causes the clouds to grow 

bigger and rise to greater height, as high as tropopause. 

o Later, downdraft brings down to earth the cool air and rain. 

o The incoming of thunderstorm is indicated by violent gust of wind. This wind is due 

to the intense downdraft. 

o The updraft and downdraft determine the path of the thunderstorm. Most of the 

time, the path is erratic. 

 Dissipating stage 

o When the clouds extend to heights where sub-zero temperature prevails, hails are 

formed and they come down as hailstorm. Intense precipitation occurs. 

o In a matter of few minutes, the storm dissipates and clear weather starts to prevail. 

Conclusion: 

Thunderstorms have wide-ranging effects on human life, including electrocution, shock, and even 

worse, deaths. However, they have some positive effects too. For instance, lightning helps produce 

ozone through electrical excitation of oxygen molecules. It also creates nitrate from nitrogen, which 

is essential for plants to grow and thrive on earth. 
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	Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient to modern times.
	Do you think the early development of historical studies of Buddhist art and architecture in India is closely linked to the British’s’ discovery of Buddhism? Give your opinion with suitable justifications.(250 words)
	Bhakti and Sufi movements brought a new form of religious expression amongst Muslims and Hindus. Elaborate the statement highlighting how they worked for communal harmony.(250 words)
	Discuss the values and teaching of Guru Nanak and elaborate upon their relevance in the context of present social changes.(250 words)

	Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country.
	Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel was a selfless leader, who had a vision for the unification of the country’s interest above all other, and shaped India’s fate with unwavering devotion. Discuss. (250 words).
	India’s fiasco to convert its victory of the 1971 war into a long-lasting peace in the region via the Shimla Agreement of 1972 is a case of missed opportunity. Examine. (250 words)
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	Do you think marriage as a social institution is losing its relevance in the society? Critically analyze.(250 words)
	Present the business case for gender equality in our society with suitable illustrations.(250 words)
	‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ has been the guiding light for Indian family system. Comment.(250 words)

	Role of women and women’s organization
	Economic upliftment is one of the most enabling elements to release women from oppression, violence and powerlessness. Discuss and also throw light on how far India has been successful in empowering women(250 words)
	“In theory, India’s position on abortion is progressive. In practice, the law is flawed and punishes women”, to what extent do you think the statement is right in saying so about woman’s autonomy with respect to reproductive rights? Analyse.(250 words)
	Critically Analyse the effect that implementation of National Rural Livelihoods Mission would have on transforming lives of women in the country. (250 words)

	Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues.
	While there is no single solution for tackling climate change and its ill effects, cities across the world must now develop ability and capacity, and the will to take on the challenge. Elaborate. (250 words)

	Communalism, regionalism & secularism.
	Is communalism the biggest threat to the National unity? Explain with examples.(250 words)

	Salient features of world’s physical geography.
	Each locale has a unique landscape that creates or modifies the wind. Discuss the impact of local winds on the weather of a particular region by giving suitable examples.(250 words)
	Explain the mechanism of sea-floor spreading and briefly mention the characteristic features of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge. (250 words)
	Define Mantle Plume and explain its role in plate tectonics.(250 words)

	Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian subcontinent); factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various parts of the world (including India)
	Discuss the pattern in the distribution of Livestock based industry in India. (250 words)
	How does India see its place in the economic space of rising natural resource rich Africa? Discuss. (250 words).
	Even after local coal-iron resources are depleted, the steel and heavy engineering industries do not frequently shift their location, why? Analyse. (250 words).
	Pharmaceutical industries that once had shifted from the states of Gujarat/Maharashtra towards northern Hill states, are now returning back to the original states, Discuss why. (250 words).
	Even after local coal-iron resources are depleted, the steel and heavy engineering industries do not frequently shift their location, why? Analyse.(250 words)
	Australia is a major supplier of wool but not a major supplier of finished woolen garments, why? Analyse the aspects leading to such a trend.(250 words)
	To what extend has proximity to water transport or railways influenced timber exploitation? Explain with examples from India.(250 words)
	With farm distress making headlines, discuss the potential that Indian poultry industry bears to absorb the distress and  emerges out as a modern , scientific industry driven by technology.(250 words)
	Describe and account for the shifts in the textile industries of the world with special focus on effect of the evolving digital technologies.(250 words)

	Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.
	“The Ring of Fire is home to over more than 450 volcanoes and is affected by 90% of the earthquakes”. Discuss the formation of the Ring of Fire due to plate tectonics. (250 words)
	Explain the phenomenon of Explosive cyclogenesis. Discuss its impact on local weather and flora and fauna.(250 words)
	What is lightning? How does it strike? Describe the origin and development of thunderstorms with examples .(250 words)


