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General Studies-3; Topic: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, 

environmental impact assessment. 

25th Conference of Parties (CoP 25) to UNFCCC 

1) Introduction 

• At COP 25 in Madrid, countries failed in galvanising action to address climate change. 

• The countries party to the Paris Agreement failed to agree on rules and procedures to govern a 
global carbon market, on finance for losses caused by extreme weather events 

2) Reasons for the failure of the COP25 talks and its impact 

• Unproductive wrangle over establishing a market system to trade in carbon credits earned through 
reductions in emissions. 

• The divergence between the developed and developing countries, as the developed world – led by 
the US – blocked any attempt at a compromise using a ‘take it or leave it approach’. 

• They refused to recognise the importance of finance for loss and damage, the raising of finance for 
adaptation, the significance of meeting pre-2020 goals. 

• Developed countries also refused to relent on the question losses suffered by developing countries 
due to climate impact. 

• The developed world didn’t honour Common but differentiated responsibility (CBDR) 

• Developed countries also blocked any commitments to meet its emissions reductions under the 
Kyoto Protocol. 

• The developing countries, led by India argued that not honouring pre-2020 commitments would 
mean that the burden of meeting the emission gaps would fall on developing countries 

• The framing of rules and procedures for carbon markets has been pushed to next year’s COP 
summit 

• Some countries seem to be working to limit their obligations under the convention and the Paris 
Agreement. 

3) Why Climate negotiators? 

• For raising $100 billion a year from 2020 for developing countries 

• For creating a strong framework to address loss and damage from climate events 

• For transferring technology to poorer countries on reasonable terms 

• For rising pressure from civil society in several countries for concrete action. 

4) Reports on Climate Change 

• Reports from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change warning of near-certain catastrophic 
consequences of inaction 

• Analysis from the UN Environment Programme on the gap between current greenhouse gas 
emissions and the limit over the coming decade. 

5) Green Deal by European Commission 

• Green Deal that has been announced by the European Commission, with binding targets for 
member nations to cut emissions by at least 50% by 2030 and go net zero by 2050. 

• This approach could potentially make the EU the leader in global climate action. 
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6) Challenges faced due to climate change effects 

• The real losses from extreme weather events that climate-vulnerable countries, India included, are 
facing with frightening regularity 

• Even insured losses worldwide during 2017 and 2018 together stood at a record $225 billion 

• We have seen floods in Mozambique and Malawi, droughts in Senegal and the Gambia, and 
flooding in Bangladesh and Nepal. 

• Scientists say it is only going to get worse. 

7) India's Role 

• India played a strong role in critiquing the developed world’s continuing poor record on climate 
action. 

• It argued that unless a stocktaking exercise of the fulfillment of various pre-2020 commitments by 
developed countries showed that they were making significant progress, India would not raise its 
climate ambition for its next round of Paris Agreement targets due in 2020. 

• It is entirely appropriate for countries such as India to insist on not taking share of the global 
mitigation burden unless developed countries deliver on the minimal parameter of fulfilling their 
existing promises. 

• India also took a lead in calling for more finance for developing countries for climate action 

• It is crucial that India continue to push developed countries in this fashion as the entire global 
climate action framework has been put in jeopardy by the inaction of big polluters. 

8) India's Actions 

• India’s own status as a low per capita carbon emitter offers little comfort as its overall emissions 
are bound to grow. 

• With a low base compared to other major nations, it may well achieve its initial voluntary targets 
under the Paris Agreement 

• A shift away from fossil fuels is needed in the longer term. 

• India has to involve its States in mitigation and adaptation efforts. 

• Death and destruction by frequent storms, floods and droughts should lead to urgent cohesive 
action. 

• The challenge now in India is to design an equity-driven 1.5°C-compatible NDC which ties 
performance to finance effectively, while protecting the interests of our most vulnerable. 
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