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General Studies-3; Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social 
Sector/Services relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. Conservation, 
environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment. 

2019 UN’s Human Development Report 

1) Introduction 

• Human Development Report (HDR) is an annual report released by the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) 

• The Human Development Index (HDI) measures average achievement in three basic dimensions of 
human development — life expectancy, education and per capita income. 

2) Key Highlights of 2019 Report 

• South Asia was the fastest growing region in human development progress witnessing a 46% 
growth over 1990-2018. 

• The report notes that no place in the world has gender equality. 

• The world is not on track to achieve gender equality by 2030 as per the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

• It forecasts that it may take 202 years to close the gender gap in economic opportunity 

• The report presents a new index on social norms, indicating how prejudices and social beliefs 
obstruct gender equality. 

• This indicates a backlash to women’s empowerment. 

• New forms of inequalities will manifest in future through climate change 

3) India's Case 

• India ranks 129 out of 189 countries on the 2019 Human Development Index (HDI) — up one slot 
from the 130th position last year. 

• Between 1990 and 2018, India’s HDI value increased by 50 per cent. 

• For inequality-adjusted HDI (IHDI), India’s position drops by one position to 130, losing nearly half 
the progress (.647 to .477) made in the past 30 years. 

• The IHDI indicates percentage loss in HDI due to inequalities. 

• Despite lifting 271 million people out of poverty between 2005-15, India still remains home to 28 
per cent of the world’s poor. 

• Group-based inequalities persist on the Indian Subcontinent, especially affecting women and girls. 

• Government schemes on financial inclusion and universal health care would help India in achieving 
SDGs. 

4) Nature of Inequality Changing 

• The Report challenges the idea that economic growth will automatically lead to development and 
wellbeing, explaining how systemic inequalities are deeply damaging society. 

• As the number of people coming out of poverty is increasing, the world is veering towards another 
type of poverty. 

• The old inequalities were based on access to health services and education whereas the next 
generation of poverty is based on technology, education and climate 

• India has both types of poverty. 

• This will make India’s effort to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals tough. 
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5) Recommendations 

• Early childhood and lifelong investment, investing in young children’s learning, health and nutrition 

• Public spending and fair taxation. 

• Advancing gender equality, including through policies that address underlying biases and social 
norms 

• Social protection policies that would ensure fair compensation for “crowdwork”. 

• International consensus on how to tax digital activities. 

• Recycling revenues from carbon pricing to benefit taxpayers. 
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