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1. Polity 
 
1) Consider the following statements about Fundamental Rights. 
 1. They promote the idea of social and economic democracy. 
 2. They are sacrosanct and permanent. 
 3. Most of them are directly enforceable while a few are enforced by a law made by the parliament and 
state legislatures. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Fundamental Rights are not absolute and subject to reasonable restrictions. Further, they are not sacrosanct and can 
be curtailed or repealed by the Parliament through a constitutional amendment act. 
They promote the idea of political democracy. DPSP promote the idea of social and economic democracy. 
Most of them are directly enforceable (self-executory) while a few of them can be enforced on the basis of a law 
made for giving effect to them. Such a law can be made only by the Parliament and not by state legislatures so that 
uniformity throughout the country is maintained (Article 35). 
 
2) The Constitution confers which of the following rights and privileges on the citizens of India, and denies the same 
to aliens? 

1. Cultural and educational rights 
2. Right to freedom of speech and expression 
3. Right against exploitation 
4. Right to equality of opportunity 

Choose the correct answer codes: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 3, 4  
d) 1, 2, 4  
 
Solution: d) 
 

The following are denied to foreign citizens, also called aliens: 
1. Right against discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth (Article 15) 
2. Right to equality of opportunity in the matter of public employment (Article 16) 
3. Right to freedom of speech and expression, assembly, association, movement, residence and profession 

(Article 19) 
4. Cultural and educational rights (Articles 29 and 30) 
5. Right to vote in elections to the Lok Sabha and state legislative assembly 
6. Right to contest for the membership of the Parliament and the state legislature 
7. Eligibility to hold certain public offices, that is, President of India, Vice-President of India, judges of the 

Supreme Court and the high courts, governor of states, attorney general of India and advocate general of 
states. 

 
3) With reference to Finance Commission of India, consider the following statements:  

1. Finance commission is a quasi-judicial body.  
2. The Constitution authorizes the Parliament to determine the qualifications of members of the commission 
and the manner in which they should be selected.  
3. The Fifteenth Finance Commission of India was constituted in 2017 and is to give recommendations for 
devolution of taxes and other fiscal matters for five fiscal years, commencing 1 April 2020.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  



 
a) 2 only  
b) 1, 2  
c) 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  
 
Solution: d) 
 

Article 280 of the Constitution of India provides for a Finance Commission as a quasi-judicial body. It is constituted by 
the President of India every fifth year or at such earlier time as he considers necessary.  
The Constitution authorises the Parliament to determine the qualifications of members of the commission and the 
manner in which they should be selected. Accordingly, the Parliament has specified the qualifications of the 
chairman and members of the commission.  
The recommendations made by the Finance Commission are only of advisory nature and hence, not binding on the 
government. It is up to the Union government to implement its recommendations on granting money to the states.  
The Fifteenth Finance Commission of India is an Indian Finance Commission constituted in November 2017 and is to 
give recommendations for devolution of taxes and other fiscal matters for five fiscal years, commencing 1 April 2020.  
 
4) Which of the following is/are the functions of National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)  

1. To intervene in any proceeding involving allegation of violation of human rights pending before a court.  
2. To undertake and promote research in the field of human rights.  
3. To inquire into any violation of human rights or negligence in the prevention of such violation by a public 
servant, however, only on a petition presented to it or on an order of a court but not Suo motu.  
4. To visit jails and detention places to study the living conditions of inmates and make recommendation 

thereon.  
Select the correct answer codes:  

a) 1, 2, 3  
b) 1, 3, 4  
c) 1, 2, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4  
 
Solution: c) 
  

The National Human Rights Commission is a statutory but non-constitutional body. It was established in 1993 under 
a legislation enacted by the Parliament, namely, the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993.  
The functions of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) are:  
1. To inquire into any violation of human rights or negligence in the prevention of such violation by a public servant, 
either suo motu or on a petition presented to it or on an order of a court.  
2. To intervene in any proceeding involving allegation of violation of human rights pending before a court.  
3. To visit jails and detention places to study the living conditions of inmates and make recommendation thereon.  
4. To review the constitutional and other legal safeguards for the protection of human rights and recommend 
measures for their effective implementation.  
5. To review the factors including acts of terrorism that inhibit the enjoyment of human rights and recommend 
remedial measures.  
6. To study treaties and other international instruments on human rights and make recommendations for their 
effective implementation.  
7. To undertake and promote research in the field of human rights.  
8. To spread human rights literacy among the people and promote awareness of the safeguards available for the 
protection of these rights.  
9. To encourage the efforts of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) working in the field of human rights.  
10. To undertake such other functions as it may consider necessary for the promotion of human rights.  
 
5) What is/are the benefits received by the political parties recognized as National and/or State party by the Election 
Commission of India?  

1. Allocation of party symbols.  
2. Access to electoral rolls.  
3. Provision of time for political broadcasts on the state-owned television and radio stations.  



 
Select the correct answer codes: 

a) 2 only  
b) 3 only  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  
 
Solution: d) 
  

The recognition granted by the Election Commission to the parties determines their right to certain privileges like 
allocation of the party symbols, provision of time for political broadcasts on the state-owned television and radio 
stations and access to electoral rolls.  
Further, the recognized parties need only one proposer for filing the nomination. Also, these parties are allowed to 
have forty “star campaigners” during the time of elections and the registered–unrecognized parties are allowed to 
have twenty “star campaigners”.  
The travel expenses of these star campaigners are not included in the election expenditure of the candidates of their 
parties. 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding Fundamental Rights. 
 1. Fundamental Rights acts as limitations on the tyranny of the executive and arbitrary laws of the 
legislature. 
 2. The aggrieved person can directly go to the Supreme Court for the restoration of his 
rights. 
 3. Fundamental Rights are not absolute and not sacrosanct. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Fundamental Rights are meant for promoting the idea of political democracy. They operate as limitations on the 
tyranny of the executive and arbitrary laws of the legislature. They are justiciable in nature, that is, they are 
enforceable by the courts for their violation. The aggrieved person can 
directly go to the Supreme Court which can issue the writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition, certiorari and 
quo warranto for the restoration of his rights. 
 
However, the Fundamental Rights are not absolute and subject to reasonable restrictions. Further, they are not 
sacrosanct and can be curtailed or repealed by the Parliament through a constitutional amendment act. 
 
7) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In the Kesavananda Bharati case, the Supreme Court held that ‘the Indian Constitution is founded on the 
bedrock of the balance between the Fundamental Rights and the Directive Principles’. 
 2. The Union list contains more subjects than the state list and concurrent list put together. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 
 d) None 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
In the Minerva Mills case (1980), the Supreme Court held that ‘the Indian Constitution is founded on the bedrock of 
the balance between the Fundamental Rights and the Directive Principles’. 
 



 
Presently, the Union List contains 100 subjects (originally 97), the state list contains 61 subjects (originally 66) and 
the concurrent list contains 52 subjects (originally 47). 
 
8) Which of these bodies are envisaged by the Constitution as the bulworks of the democratic system of Government 
in India. 
 1. Finance Commission 
 2. Union Public Service Commission 
 3. Comptroller and Auditor-General of India 
 4. State Public Service Commission 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Indian Constitution not only provides for the legislative, executive and judicial organs of the government 
(Central and state) but also establishes certain independent bodies. They are envisaged by the Constitution as the 
bulworks of the democratic system of Government in India. These are: 
(a) Election Commission to ensure free and fair elections to the Parliament, the state legislatures, the office of 
President of India and the office of Vice-president of India. 
(b) Comptroller and Auditor-General of India. 
(c) Union Public Service Commission. 
(d) State Public Service Commission. 
 
9) The President can dismiss a Cabinet Minister, who is also a MP, with  

a) Consent from the Speaker 
b) The recommendation of the Prime Minister 
c) A show cause note issued to the Judiciary 
d) The application of Doctrine of Pleasure of the President 
 
Solution: b) 

 
All of the executive authority vested in the President are, in practice, exercised by the Prime Minister with the help 
of the Council of Ministers. So, to dismiss a minister, including cabinet ministers, the President requires the consent 
of the Prime Minister. Without PM’s advice, it would be unconstitutional to remove a minister. 
 
10) Consider the following statements  

1. Vice-President is a member and chairman of Council of States.  
2. Vice-President can be removed only through a formal impeachment process similar to that of President. 
3. Dr S. Radhakrishnan was elected as Vice President continuously for two terms.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 3 only  
b) 1, 3  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1 only 
 
Solution: a) 
  

Vice-President is not a member, however he/she is the chairman of Council of States. There is no exact procedure 
mentioned in Indian Constitution for the removal of Vice President. 
 
11) Consider the following pairs regarding the sources of the Indian constitution. 
 1. US Constitution: Rule of Law 
 2. British Constitution: Single Citizenship 



 
 3. Irish Constitution: Directive Principles of State Policy 
 4. French Constitution: Procedure established by law 
Which of the above are correctly matched? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 

c) 2, 3 
 d) 2, 3, 4 
  
 Solution: c) 
 
British Constitution - Parliamentary government, Rule of Law, legislative procedure, single citizenship, cabinet 
system, prerogative writs, parliamentary privileges and bicameralism. 
 
US Constitution - Fundamental rights, independence of judiciary, judicial review, impeachment of the president, 
removal of Supreme Court and high court judges and post of vicepresident. 
 
Irish Constitution - Directive Principles of State Policy, nomination of members to Rajya Sabha and method of 
election of president. 
 
Japanese Constitution - Procedure established by Law. 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Co-operative Societies. 
 1. The original constitution gave a constitutional status and protection to co-operative societies. 
 2. Right to form co-operative societies is a fundamental right in India. 
 3. Parliament in empowered to make laws with respect to multi-state cooperative societies. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 3 only 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The 97th Constitutional Amendment Act of 2011 gave a constitutional status and protection to co-operative 
societies. It made the following three changes in the Constitution: 
1. It made the right to form co-operative societies a fundamental right (Article 19). 
2. It included a new Directive Principle of State Policy on promotion of cooperative societies (Article 43-B). 
3. It added a new Part IX-B in the Constitution which is entitled as “The Cooperative Societies”. 
The new Part IX-B contains various provisions to ensure that the cooperative societies in the country function in a 
democratic, professional, autonomous and economically sound manner. It empowers the Parliament in respect of 
multi-state cooperative societies and the state legislatures in respect of other co-operative societies to make the 
appropriate law. 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding Preamble of the constitution. 
 1. The British Constitution was the first to begin with a Preamble. 
 2. The Preamble of the Indian Constitution has been amended twice. 
 3. The Preamble of the Indian Constitution reveals the nature of Indian State. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 



 
The American Constitution was the first to begin with a Preamble. Many countries, including India, followed this 
practice. 
 
The Preamble to the Indian Constitution is based on the ‘Objectives Resolution’, drafted and moved by Pandit Nehru, 
and adopted by the Constituent Assembly1. It has been amended by the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act 
(1976), which added three new words —socialist, secular and integrity. 
 
The Preamble reveals four ingredients or components: 
1. Source of authority of the Constitution: The Preamble states that the Constitution derives its authority from the 
people of India. 
2. Nature of Indian State: It declares India to be of a sovereign, socialist, secular democratic and republican polity. 
3. Objectives of the Constitution: It specifies justice, liberty, equality and fraternity as the objectives. 
4. Date of adoption of the Constitution: It stipulates November 26, 1949 as the date. 
 
14) Consider the following statements about the powers of the National Commission for SCs:  

1. It has the powers of a civil court while trying specific cases.  
2. It is also required to discharge similar functions in respect of the Anglo-Indian community as it does with 
respect to the SCs.  
3. The Central government and the state governments are required to consult the commission on all major 
policy matters affecting the SCs.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3 
  
Solution: d)  
 

Powers of the commission: 
The Commission is vested with the power to regulate its own procedure. The Commission, while investigating any 
matter or inquiring into any complaint, has all the powers of a civil court trying a suit and in particular in respect of 
the following matters: 
(a) Summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person from any part of India and examining him on oath; 
(b) Requiring the discovery and production of any document; 
(c) Receiving evidence on affidavits; 
(d) Requisitioning any public record from any court or office; 
(e) Issuing summons for the examination of witnesses and documents; and 
(f) Any other matter which the President may determine. 
The Central government and the state governments are required to consult the Commission on all major policy 
matters affecting the SCs. 
 
Statement 2: The Commission is also required to discharge similar functions with regard to the other backward 
classes (OBCs) and the Anglo-Indian Community as it does with respect to the SCs. 
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding Lok Sabha  

1. Lok Sabha has a normal term of 5 years, after which it automatically dissolves.  
2. Revocation of National Emergency is the exclusive power of Lok Sabha.  
3. Dissolution of Lok Sabha by the president is subjected to judicial review.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 1, 2  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  
 
Solution: a) 
 



 
Dissolution of Lok Sabha by the president is not subjected to judicial review.  
Even President of India can revoke the national emergency.  
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding Renaming of states in India. 
 1. The procedure of renaming of the state can be initiated by either the Parliament or the State Legislator. 
 2. Article 3 lays down that a bill to alter the name of any state can be introduced in the Parliament, only with 
the prior recommendation of the President. 
 3. After recommending the bill to alter the name of any state to the Parliament, the President has to refer 
the same to the state legislature concerned for expressing its views within a specified period. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a)  1, 3 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The procedure of renaming of the state can be initiated by either the Parliament or the State Legislator and the 
procedure is as follows: 

1. The renaming of a state requires Parliamentary approval under Article 3 and 4 of the Constitution. 
2. A bill for renaming a state may be introduced in the Parliament on the recommendation of the President. 
3. Before the introduction of the bill, the President shall send the bill to the respective state assembly for 

expressing their views within a stipulated time. The views of the state assembly are not binding, neither on 
the President nor on the Parliament. 

4. On the expiry of the period, the bill will be sent to the Parliament for deliberation. The bill in order to take 
the force of a law must be passed by a simple majority. 

5. The bill is sent for approval to the President. After the approval of the said bill, the bill becomes a law and 
the name of the state stands modified. 

 
17) The mutual delegation of executive power between centre and states cannot occur 

a) From Centre to State through President 
b) From State to Centre through Governor 
c) From Centre to State through Parliament 
d) From State to Centre through State legislature 
  
Solution: d) 
 

• President may, with the consent of the state government, entrust to that government any of the executive 
functions of the Centre. Conversely, the governor of a state may, with the consent of the Central government, 
entrust to that government any of the executive functions of the state. 

• Constitution also makes a provision for the entrustment of the executive functions of the Centre to a state 
without the consent of that state. But, in this case, the delegation is by the Parliament and not by the president. 
Notably, the same thing cannot be done by the state legislature. 

 
18) Constitution confers executive power of a subject in the Concurrent list to 

a) Union Government 
b) State Governments 
c) President 
d) All of the above 
  
Solution: b) 

 
In respect of matters on which both the Parliament and the state legislatures have power of legislation (i.e., the 
subjects enumerated in the Concurrent List), the executive power rests with the states except when a Constitutional 
provision or a parliamentary law specifically confers it on the Centre. 
 



 
19) With reference of the office of the Lok Sabha Speaker, consider the following statements:  

1. He/ She hold the office during the pleasure of the President.  
2. He/ She need not be a member of the House at the time of his/her election but has to become a member 
of the House within six months from the date of his/her election.  
3. If he/she intends to resign, the letter of his/her resignation has to be addressed to the Deputy Speaker.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 3 only  
b) 1, 2  
c) 2, 3  
d) None  
 
Solution: a) 
 

Each House of Parliament has its own presiding officer. There is a Speaker and a Deputy Speaker for the Lok Sabha 
and a Chairman and a Deputy Chairman for the Rajya Sabha. A panel of chairpersons for the Lok Sabha and a panel 
of vice-chairpersons for the Rajya Sabha is also appointed.  
The Speaker is elected by the Lok Sabha from amongst its members. That means he should have been already a 
member of Loksabha.  
• He is provided with a security of tenure. He can be removed only by a resolution passed by the Lok Sabha by an 
absolute majority (ie, a majority of the total members of the House)  
• He can resign by writing to the Deputy Speaker.  
 
20) Consider the following statements  

1. Council of Ministers are collectively responsible to the Parliament.  
2. Chairman of Rajya Sabha preside over a joint sitting of the two houses of the Parliament in the absence of 
Speaker.  
3. Resignation or death of an incumbent Chief Minister dissolves the Council of Ministers.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 and 3 only  
b) 1, 2 and 3  
c) 1 only  
d) 3 only  
 
Solution: d) 
  

Council of Ministers are collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha. Chairman of Rajya Sabha cannot preside over a 
joint sitting of the two houses of the Parliament in any circumstance. 
 

  



 

2. Geography 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Ocean Currents. 
 1. Water density and temperature influences the mobility of ocean currents. 
 2. Cold Water ocean currents travel from the equator along the surface, towards the cold polar regions. 
 3. Labrador current is a cold current. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Differences in water density affect vertical mobility of ocean currents. Water with high salinity is denser than water 
with low salinity and in the same way cold water is denser than warm water. Denser water tends to sink, while 
relatively lighter water tends to rise. Cold-water ocean currents occur when the cold water at the poles sinks and 
slowly moves towards the equator. Warm-water currents travel out from the equator along the surface, flowing 
towards the poles to replace the sinking cold water. 
 
2) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Surface current constitute more than the deep-water currents. 
 2. Cold currents are usually found in the west coast in the higher latitudes in the Northern Hemisphere. 
 3. Warm currents are found on the east coast of continents in the low and middle latitudes. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Ocean currents can also be classified based on temperature: as cold currents and warm currents: (i) cold currents 
bring cold water into warm water areas. These currents are usually found on the west coast of the continents in the 
low and middle latitudes (true in both hemispheres) and on the east 
coast in the higher latitudes in the Northern Hemisphere; (ii) warm currents bring warm 
water into cold water areas and are usually observed on the east coast of continents in the 
low and middle latitudes (true in both hemispheres). In the northern hemisphere they are found on the west coasts 
of continents in high latitudes. 
 
3) Which of the following are not correctly matched? 
 Local winds : Origin 
 a) Zonda   Alps 
 b) Loo   Aravallis 
 c) Chinook  Rockies 
 d) Bora   Adriatic Sea 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Zonda is a local wind blows in Andes Mountain range. 
 
4) Consider the following statements: 

1. Garo and Khasi hills are extensions of Purvanchals in Meghalaya forming water divide between 
Brahmaputra and Barak River. 



 
2. Rajmahal Hills are formed from rocks dating from the Jurassic Period and named after the town 

of Rajmahal which lies to the east in the state of Jharkhand. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 
 d) None 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Garo and Khasi hills are the extensions of peninsular part of the subcontinent. Along with the Karbi Anglong plateau 
, the Meghalaya plateau (comprising Garo ,Khasi and Jaintia hills ) is separated from the Chotanagpur plateau (part 
of peninsular india ) by Malda fault (in Bengal). 
 
Volcanic activity during the Jurassic resulted in the formation of the Rajmahal Traps. The Rajmahal hills are named 
after the town of Rajmahal which lies in the eastern Jharkhand. The River Ganges wanders around the hills changing 
the direction of flow from east to south. 
 
5) Tropic of Capricorn passes through which of the following countries? 
 1. Argentina 
 2. Bolivia 
 3. Chile 
 4. Botswana 
 5. Mozambique 
 6. Zimbabwe 
 7. Australia 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3, 4, 5, 7 
 b) 1, 3, 5, 6, 7 
 c) 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 
 d) 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Tropic of Capricorn passes through 10 countries, 3 continents and 3 water bodies’. 
South America: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay 
Africa: Namibia, Botswana, South Africa, Mozambique, Madagascar 
Australia 
Water Bodies: Indian Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean. 
 
6) Which of the following are the major factors affecting the formation of soil? 
 1. Relief 
 2. Parent material 
 3. Climate 
 4. Vegetation 
 5. Organisms 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 2, 3, 4, 5 
 c) 1, 2, 3, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The major factors affecting the formation of soil are relief, parent material, climate, vegetation and other life-forms 
and time. Besides these, human activities also influence it to a large extent. Components of the soil are mineral 



 
particles, humus, water and air. The actual amount of each of these depend upon the type of soil. Some soils are 
deficient in one or more of these, while there are some others that have varied combinations. 
 
7) Consider the following statements. 
 1. These soils are widespread in the northern plains and the river valleys. 
 2. They are depositional soils, transported and deposited by rivers and streams. 
 3. In the Peninsular region, they are found in deltas of the east coast. 
The above statements refer to 
 a) Black Soil 
 b) Laterite Soil 
 c) Peaty Soil 
 d) Alluvial Soil 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Alluvial soils are widespread in the northern plains and the river valleys. These soils cover about 40 per cent of the 
total area of the country. They are depositional soils, transported and deposited by rivers and streams. Through a 
narrow corridor in Rajasthan, they extend into the plains of Gujarat. In the Peninsular region, they are found in 
deltas of the east coast and in the river valleys. 
 
8) High concentration of Teak and Sal forest are found in which topographic region 
 a) Western Ghats 
 b) Eastern Ghats 
 c) Central Highland 
 d) Aravalli 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Sal and teak forests are best grown in central highlands. Teak and sal are tropical deciduous trees. Madhya Pradesh 
has the highest concentration of teak and sal forest in India. Suitable topographical and climatic conditions of central 
highlands are suitable for growth of teak and sal. 
 
9) Consider the following statements:  

1. Roaring forties are the westerlies lies between 40N to 50N latitude in Northern hemisphere.  
2. Horse latitudes are the low pressure and low temperature zone in 25-35 north and south latitude.  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both  
d) None 
 
Solution: d) 
  

Roaring forties exist in Southern Hemisphere, not in Northern Hemisphere.  
Horse latitudes are high temperature and high pressure belts.  
 
10) Consider the following statements. 
 1. They are found in hills of the northeastern region and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 
 2. These forests are well stratified. 
 3. Species found in these forests include rosewood, mahogony, aini and ebony. 
The above statements refer to 
 a) Montane Forests 
 b) Littoral and Swamp Forests 
 c) Moist Deciduous Forests 
 d) Tropical Evergreen Forests 
 



 
 Solution: d) 
 
Tropical Evergreen forests are found in the western slope of the Western Ghats, hills of the northeastern region and 
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 
They are found in warm and humid areas with an annual precipitation of over 200 cm and mean annual temperature 
above 220C. 
Tropical evergreen forests are well stratified, with layers closer to the ground and are covered with shrubs and 
creepers, with short structured trees followed by tall variety of trees. 
In these forests, trees reach great heights up to 60 m or above. There is no definite time for trees to shed their 
leaves, flowering and fruition. As such these forests appear green all the year round. Species found in these forests 
include rosewood, mahogony, aini, ebony, etc. 
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding Alluvial Soils. 
 1. Khadar deposited by floods depletes the soil quality by depositing silts. 
 2. Bhangar is deposited away from the flood plains. 
 3. These soils are more loamy and clayey and also have sand contents in them. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The alluvial soils vary in nature from sandy loam to clay. They are generally rich in potash but poor in phosphorous. 
In the Upper and Middle Ganga plain, two different types of alluvial soils have developed, viz. Khadar and Bhangar. 
Khadar is the new alluvium and is deposited by floods annually, which enriches the soil by depositing fine silts. 
Bhangar represents a system of older alluvium, deposited away from the flood plains. Both the Khadar and Bhangar 
soils contain calcareous concretions (Kankars). These soils are more loamy and clayey in the lower and middle 
Ganga plain and the Brahamaputra valley. The sand content decreases from the west to east. 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Black Soil. 
 1. These soils are also known as the ‘Regur Soil’. 
 2. These soils are generally permeable and self-ploughing. 
 3. These soils are beneficial in the rainfed areas. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
These soils are also known as the ‘Regur Soil’ or the ‘Black Cotton Soil’. The black soils are generally clayey, deep and 
impermeable. They swell and become sticky when wet and shrink when dried. So, during the dry season, these soil 
develop wide cracks. Thus, there occurs a kind of ‘self ploughing’. Because of this character of slow absorption and 
loss of moisture, the black soil retains the moisture for a very long time, which helps the crops, especially, the rain 
fed ones, to sustain 
even during the dry season. 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding Ocean Currents. 
 1. Ocean currents are not greatly influenced by coriolis force. 
 2. The oceanic circulation pattern roughly corresponds to the earth’s atmospheric circulation pattern. 
 3. In the southern hemisphere, the air circulation over the oceans in the middle latitudes is mainly cyclonic. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 



 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Major ocean currents are greatly influenced by the stresses exerted by the prevailing winds and 
coriolis force. The oceanic circulation pattern roughly corresponds to the earth’s atmospheric 
circulation pattern. The air circulation over the oceans in the middle latitudes is mainly anticyclonic (more 
pronounced in the southern hemisphere than in the northern hemisphere). 
 
14) Continental shelf is formed due to: 
 1. Rise in sea level 

2. Submergence of a part of a continent 
3. Sedimentary deposits brought down by rivers 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Continental Shelf is the submerged edge of a continent which is a gently sloping plain that extends into the Ocean. 
The typical gradient is less than 1°. The average width of continental shelves is about 80 km. The largest continental 
shelf is the Siberian Shelf in the Arctic Ocean, which stretches to 1,500 kilometers in width. Because of the gentle 
slope, the continental shelf is influenced by the changes in the sea level. 
The shelf is formed mainly due to 

• Rise in sea level 
• Submergence of a part of a continent 
• Sedimentary deposits brought down by rivers 

 
15) What is the correct sequence of occurrence of the countries in Eastern coast of Africa as one proceeds from 
South to North?  

1. Mozambique  
2. Tanzania  
3. Kenya  
4. Somalia  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 3-2-1-4  
b) 1-2-3-4  
c) 2-1-4-3  
d) 2-3-1-4 
 
Solution: b) 

 



 

 
  
16) Consider the following statements regarding Continental Shelf. 
 1. It is the shallowest part of the ocean. 
 2. The width of the continental shelves vary from one ocean to another. 
 3. Fossil fuels are present in Deep Sea Plain and not in Continental Shelf. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The continental shelf is the extended margin of each continent occupied by relatively shallow seas and gulfs. It is the 
shallowest part of the ocean showing an average gradient of 1° or even less. 
The width of the continental shelves vary from one ocean to another. The average width of continental shelves is 
about 80 km. 
The continental shelves are covered with variable thicknesses of sediments brought down by rivers, glaciers, wind, 
from the land and distributed by waves and currents. 
Massive sedimentary deposits received over a long time by the continental shelves, become the source of fossil 
fuels. 
 
17) Which of the following is/are the effects of temperature inversion? 
 1. Good air quality 
 2. Cloud formations 
 3. Thunderstorm Prevention 
 4. Trapping of smog 
Select the correct code: 
 a) 2, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: a) 
 



 
Temperature inversion is a phenomenon where a layer of warm air is formed on top of a layer of cold air, unlike in 
normal atmospheric conditions.  
 
One of the most noticeable effects of a temperature inversion is on air quality. During the winter, temperature 
inversions are stronger and more common. This is generally when air quality suffers most as a result of temperature 
inversions. The warm air on top of the cool air acts as a lid, trapping pollution such as car emissions and smoke from 
fireplaces close to the ground. This results in hazy skies and poor air quality. 
 
Temperature inversions are also responsible for certain cloud formations. When clouds form just below the inversion 
in the sky, they spread out and have a very flat smooth appearance. These clouds are often seen over cool ocean 
waters where temperature inversions are common. 
 
Temperature inversions can keep thunderstorms from forming. Most thunderstorms happen during hot and humid 
weather at the surface, but they are unable to strengthen if the tops of the storms are unable to rise and retain their 
heat energy. When the typical temperatures are applied to the atmosphere with cooler temperatures at higher 
altitudes, it actually forms an unstable air layer that is ideal for the formation of thunderstorms. 
 
18) Temperature inversion is usually observed during winter nights. What would be the effects of it?  

1. Formation of fog and frost  
2. Brings atmospheric stability to certain extent.  
3. It may damage the standing crop  

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3  
c) 1 only  
d) 1, 2, 3  
 
Solution: d) 

 
19) Westerlies in southern hemisphere are stronger and persistent than in northern hemisphere. Why?  

1. Southern hemisphere has less landmass as compared to northern hemisphere.  
2. Coriolis force is higher in southern hemisphere as compared to northern hemisphere.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both  
d) None 
 
Solution: a) 
  

Land mass influence/obstructs the flow of winds. Northern hemisphere has larger landmass than southern 
hemisphere. 
Coriolis force remains constant in both the hemisphere. 
 
20) Which of the following factors can cause tsunamis in the ocean? 
 1. Underwater landslide 
 2. Volcanic eruption  
 3. A large meteorite strike 
 4. Undersea earthquakes 
Select the correct code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 



 
 
A tsunami is a large ocean wave that is caused by sudden motion on the ocean floor. This sudden motion could be 
an earthquake, a powerful volcanic eruption, or an underwater landslide. The impact of a large meteorite could also 
cause a tsunami. Tsunamis travel across the open ocean at great speeds and build into large deadly waves in the 
shallow water of a shoreline. 
  

  



 

3. Economy 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Current Account Deficit (CAD). 
 1. The current account measures the flow of goods, services and investments into and out of the country.  
 2. Current Account Deficit may help a debtor nation in the short-term. 
 3. High software receipts and private transfers can lower current account deficit. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Current Account Deficit or CAD is the shortfall between the money flowing in on exports, and the money flowing out 
on imports. Current Account Deficit (or Surplus) measures the gap between the money received into and sent out of 
the country on the trade of goods and services and also the transfer of money from domestically-owned factors of 
production abroad.  
 
The current account constitutes net income, interest and dividends and transfers such as foreign aid, remittances, 
donations among others.  
 
A country with rising CAD shows that it has become uncompetitive, and investors are not willing to invest there. 
They may withdraw their investments. 
 
Current Account Deficit may be a positive or negative indicator for an economy depending upon why it is running a 
deficit. Foreign capital is seen to have been used to finance investments in many economies. Current Account Deficit 
may help a debtor nation in the short-term, but it may worry in the long-term as investors begin raising concerns 
over adequate return on their investments. 
 
The country’s current account deficit (CAD) narrowed to 2% of GDP, or $14.3 billion, in the first quarter of the 
current financial year from 2.3% of GDP, or $15.8 billion, reported during the same period of the previous year, data 
released by Reserve Bank of India (RBI) showed. 
 
There were number of factors which led to lowering of current account deficit. One is software receipts have gone 
up, and also private transfers have also gone up.  
 
Source 
 
2) India’s tax-to-GDP ratio is well below the emerging market economies. In this context, which of the following 
feasible measures government can take to increase tax income? 

1. Increasing the indirect tax rate 
2. Implementation of Goods and Service tax 
3. Increasing the tax base 
4. Promotion of formal banking and digital transactions 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 2, 3  
b) 2, 3, 4  
c) 1, 2, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Solution: d) 
 

All the above measures help to increase the tax income of government. 
 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/current-account-deficit-shrinks/article29559303.ece


 
3) Match the following pairs 
Term    Definitions 
1. Deflation    A. Reduction in the rate of inflation 
2. Disinflation    B. General fall in the level of prices 
3. Stagflation   C. Combination of inflation and rising unemployment due to 

     recession 
4. Reflation    D. Attempt to raise the prices to counteract the deflationary 
                     prices. 
Select the correct answer code: 

a) 1-A, 2-B, 3-C, 4-D 
b) 1-B, 2-A, 3-C, 4-D 
c) 1-B, 2-A, 3-D, 4-C 
d) 1-A, 2-B, 3-D, 4-C 
 
Solution: b) 

 
4) In India, Alternative Investment Funds (AIFs) include: 
 1. Mutual funds 
 2. Venture Capital Fund 
 3. Private equity funds 
 4. Infrastructure funds 
Select the correct code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Anything alternate to traditional form of investments gets categorized as alternative investments. In India, 
alternative investment funds (AIFs) are defined in Regulation 2(1) (b) of Securities and Exchange Board of India 
(Alternative Investment Funds) Regulations, 2012. 
 
The definition of AIFs includes venture Capital Fund, hedge funds, private equity funds, commodity funds, Debt 
Funds, infrastructure funds, etc, while, it excludes Mutual funds or collective investment Schemes, family 
trusts, Employee Stock Option / purchase Schemes, employee welfare trusts or gratuity trusts, ‘holding companies’ 
within the meaning of Section 4 of the Companies Act, 1956, securitization trusts regulated under a specific 
regulatory framework, and funds managed by securitization company or reconstruction company which is registered 
with the RBI under Section 3 of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of 
Security Interest Act, 2002. 
Investors in these funds are largely institutional, high net worth individuals and corporates. 
 
5) Which of the following statements about Monetary Policy Framework Agreement is correct? 
 a) It is an agreement between Government and Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on the maximum tolerable 
inflation rate that RBI should target to achieve price stability. 
 b) It is an agreement between Government and Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on the minimum inflation rate 
that RBI should target to achieve growth. 
 c) It is an agreement between Banks and Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to ensure that the changes in the 
Interest rates are passed on to the customers. 
 d) Both b and c 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Monetary Policy Framework Agreement is an agreement reached between Government and the central bank in India 
– The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) - on the maximum tolerable inflation rate that RBI should target to achieve price 
stability. 



 
The Reserve Bank of India and Government of India signed the Monetary Policy Framework Agreement on 20 
February 2015 which made inflation targeting and achieving price stability the responsibilities of RBI. Subsequently, 
the government, while unveiling the Union Budget for 2016-17 in the Parliament, proposed to amend the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) Act, 1934 for giving a statutory backing to the aforementioned Monetary Policy Framework 
Agreement and for setting up a Monetary Policy Committee (MPC). 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding FDI Policy in India. 
 1. Under the Automatic Route, the non-resident investor or the Indian company does not require any 
approval from Government of India for the investment. 
 2. Private sector investment in Atomic energy requires the prior approval of the Government of India. 
 3. Gambling and Betting sectors are prohibited for FDI. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Automatic Route 
Under the Automatic Route, the non-resident investor or the Indian company does not require any approval from 
Government of India for the investment. 
 
Government Route 
Under the Government Route, prior to investment, approval from the Government of India is required. Proposals for 
foreign investment under Government route, are considered by respective Administrative Ministry/Department. 
 
PROHIBITED SECTORS 

• Lottery Business including Government/private lottery, online lotteries, etc. 

• Chit Funds 

• Trading in Transferable Development Rights (TDR) 

• Manufacturing of cigars, cheroots, cigarillos and cigarettes, of tobacco or of tobacco substitutes 

• Nidhi Company 

• Real Estate Business or Construction of farm houses (Real estate business shall not include development of town 
shops, construction of residential/ commercial premises, roads or bridges and Real Estate Investment Trusts 
(REITs) registered and regulated under the SEBI (REITs) Regulations, 2014) 

• Sectors not open to private sector investment- atomic energy, railway operations (other than permitted 
activities mentioned under the Consolidated FDI policy). 

 
Source 
 
7) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Investments through the FDI route are strategic in nature, and meant for the long term. 
 2. FDI investors also get a say in the management of the investee company, including board seats. 
 3. FDIs and FPIs can invest in both listed and unlisted securities. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
FDI and FPI routes are used by foreign funds for entirely different purposes. Investments through the FDI route are 
strategic in nature, and meant for the long term. Several FDI investors also get a say in the management of the 
investee company, including board seats. 

https://www.investindia.gov.in/foreign-direct-investment#sections-3


 
 
By contrast, portfolio investments are short-term in nature, with investors having the liberty to buy or sell stock on 
the bourses. Also, FPIs are allowed to invest only in listed securities, while FDI investments can be made even in 
unlisted assets. 
 
Source 
 
8) When the Reserve Bank of India cuts the repo rate by 50 basis points, which of the following is likely to happen? 

a) India's GDP growth rate increases drastically 
b) Foreign Institutional Investors will bring more capital into our country 
c) Scheduled Commercial Banks may cut their lending rates 
d) It may drastically reduce the liquidity to the banking system 
 
Solution: c) 
 

A decrease in the repo rate means the commercial banks can borrow more money from RBI at a cheaper rate, 
meaning lending rates for consumers may decrease. 
 
9) With reference to the Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC), consider the following statements: 

1. It is headed by the Governor of RBI 
2. It will monitor macro prudential supervision of the economy, including the functioning of large financial 
conglomerates. 
3. It will focus on financial literacy and financial inclusion. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
In pursuance of the announcement made in the Union Budget 2010–11 and with a view to strengthen and 
institutionalize the mechanism for maintaining financial stability and enhancing inter-regulatory coordination, Indian 
Government has setup an apex-level Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC). 
The Chairman of the FSDC is the Finance Minister of India and its members include the heads of the financial sector 
regulatory authorities (i.e, SEBI, IRDA, RBI, PFRDA and FMC), Finance Secretary and/or Secretary, Department of 
Economic Affairs (Ministry of Finance), Secretary, (Department of Financial Services, Ministry of Finance) and the 
Chief Economic Adviser.  
 
This Council would monitor macro prudential supervision of the economy, including the functioning of large financial 
conglomerates. It will address inter-regulatory coordination issues and thus spur financial sector development. It will 
also focus on financial literacy and financial inclusion. What distinguishes FSDC from other such similarly situated 
organizations across the globe is the additional mandate given for development of financial sector. 
 
A sub-committee of FSDC has also been set up under the chairmanship of Governor RBI. The Sub-Committee 
discusses and decides on a range of issues relating to financial sector development and stability including substantive 
issues relating to inter-regulatory coordination. 
 
10) The Financial Stability Report (FSR) is released by 

a) Reserve Bank of India 
b) Department of Economic Affairs 
c) Ministry of Commerce and Industry (India) 
d) Department of Revenue 
 
Solution: a) 
 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/new-fpi/fdi-classification-by-sebi-to-hit-many-offshore-funds/articleshow/71532706.cms


 
RBI releases Financial Stability Report. The FSR reflects the collective assessment of the Sub-Committee of the 
Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) on risks to financial stability, as also the resilience of the financial 
system. The Report also discusses issues relating to development and regulation of the financial sector. 
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding Rupee Appreciation. 
 1. Rupee can appreciate because of strong portfolio inflow into the country. 
 2. Avoiding the appreciation of the rupee can strengthen the domestic manufacturing industry.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 
 d) None 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Rupee mostly appreciates against dollar due to higher flows into the market. 
 
We need to avoid the appreciation of the rupee if we are to strengthen the domestic manufacturing industry. Any 
appreciation of the rupee facilitates more imports and less exports, adversely affecting domestic production. 
 
Source  Source 
 
12) Which of the following is correct regrading ‘double coincidence of wants’? 
 a) Paying double the cost of the product when there is high demand. 
 b) Buying a product together by two agents in an economy for lesser rate. 
 c) Two economic agents have complementary demand for each others’ surplus production. 
 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Double coincidence of wants is a situation where two economic agents have complementary demand for each 
others’ surplus production. 
 
It is an economic phenomenon where two parties each hold an item the other wants, so they exchange these items 
directly without any monetary medium. This type of exchange is the foundation of a bartering economy. 
 
13) Which of the following can be the reasons which supports the need for phasing out of subsidies in agriculture?  

1. Subsidies would increase fiscal deficit.  
2. Subsidies encourage wasteful use of energy.  
3. Fertilizer subsidy has resulted in impaired micronutrients in the soil at many places.  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 3  
d) 1, 2, 3  
 
Solution: d) 

 
14) The term ‘Jobless growth’ is often seen in the news, which of the following measures can aid in resolving the 
issue? 

1. Promotion of investments in small scale industries 
2. Implementation of Skill India programme 
3. Policy support to sunrise industries. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 3  
b) 2, 3  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/expert-view/five-reasons-why-rupee-is-appreciating-now-bhaskar-panda-hdfc-bank/articleshow/68461289.cms?from=mdr
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/what-can-india-do-to-overcome-the-global-slowdown/article29728359.ece


 
c) 1, 2, 3 
d) 1, 2  
 
Solution: c) 

 
15) Consider the following statements about Most-favoured-nation (MFN) principle. 
 1. MFN means that every time a country lowers a trade barrier or opens up a market, it has to do so for the 
same goods or services from all its trading partners. 
 2. Countries cannot set up a free trade agreement that applies only to goods traded within the group. 
 3. Countries can give developing countries special access to their markets.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
MFN means that every time a country lowers a trade barrier or opens up a market, it has to do so for the same 
goods or services from all its trading partners — whether rich or poor, weak or strong. 
Some exceptions are allowed. For example, countries can set up a free trade agreement that applies only to goods 
traded within the group —   discriminating against goods from outside. Or they can give developing countries special 
access to their markets. Or a country can raise barriers against products that are considered to be traded unfairly 
from specific countries. And in services, countries are allowed, in limited circumstances, to discriminate. But the 
agreements only permit these exceptions under strict conditions.  
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding indirect taxes. 
 1. Indirect tax is a tax levied by the Government on goods and services and not on the profit or revenue of an 
individual. 
 2. Indirect taxes are termed regressive taxing mechanism because they are charged at higher rates than 
direct taxes. 
 3. Cascading effect of tax is a situation wherein the end-consumer of any goods or service has to bear the 
burden of the tax to be paid on the previously calculated tax and as a result would suffer an increased price. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Indirect Tax is a tax levied by the Government on goods and services and not on the income, profit or revenue of an 
individual and it can be shifted from one taxpayer to another. 
 
Indirect taxes are charged the same for all income groups. 
Few indirect taxes: Customs Duty, Central Excise Duty, Service Tax, Sales Tax and Value Added Tax (VAT). 
 
Cascading effect of tax is a situation wherein the end-consumer of any goods or service has to bear the burden of the 
tax to be paid on the previously calculated tax and as a result would suffer an increased or inflated price. 
 
17) Which of the following best describes ‘Anti-Dumping’ duty? 

a) a protectionist tariff imposed on foreign imports that are priced below fair market value. 
b) an import tax imposed on certain goods in order to prevent piracy. 
c) tax imposed on the import of the goods pertaining to core industrial sectors. 
d) None of the statements a, b and c are correct. 
 



 
Solution: a) 
 

An anti-dumping duty is a protectionist tariff that a domestic government imposes on foreign imports that it believes 
are priced below fair market value. Dumping is a process where a company exports a product at a price lower than 
the price it normally charges in its own home market. 
 
18) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Headline inflation is a measure of inflation within an economy, including commodities which tend to be 
more volatile and prone to inflationary spikes. 
 2. Headline inflation present an accurate picture of an economy's inflationary trend since sector-specific 
inflationary spikes persist. 
 3. Headline CPI inflation measure is being used by RBI as the target rate of inflation. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Headline inflation is a measure of the total inflation within an economy, including commodities  
such as food and energy prices (e.g., oil and gas), which tend to be much more volatile and prone to inflationary 
spikes. 
 
Headline inflation may not present an accurate picture of an economy's inflationary trend since sector-specific 
inflationary spikes are unlikely to persist. 
 
In the RBI’s flexible inflation-targeting (FIT) framework, the headline CPI inflation measure is being used as the target 
rate of inflation as it reflects the prices of essential consumption goods.  
 
19) Which of the following are part of capital receipts for the Government of India. 
 1. Loans raised by Government from RBI and public 
 2. Dividend on investments made by Government 
 3. Disinvestment receipts  
 4. Borrowings by Government through sale of Treasury Bills 
Select the correct code: 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The capital receipts are loans raised by Government from public, called market loans, borrowings by Government 
from Reserve Bank and other parties through sale of Treasury Bills, loans received from foreign Governments and 
bodies, disinvestment receipts and recoveries of loans from State and Union Territory Governments and other 
parties. 
 
Revenue Budget consists of the revenue receipts of Government (tax revenues and other revenues like interest and 
dividend on investments made by Government, fees, and other receipts for services rendered by Government) and 
the expenditure met from these revenues. 
  
20) Consider the following statements regarding Universal Banking. 
 1. Universal banking is a system in which banks provide a wide variety of financial services, including 
commercial and investment services. 
 2. Universal Banking was conceptualized in India after the recommendation of SH Khan Committee. 



 
 3. They are exempted from the CRR and SLR requirements of the RBI.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Universal banking is a system in which banks provide a wide variety of financial services, including commercial and 
investment services. 
Banks in a universal system may still choose to specialize in a subset of banking service, even though they technically 
offer much more to their client base. 
The second Narasimham committee of 1998 gave an introductory remark on the concept of the Universal banking. 
However, the concept of Universal Banking conceptualized in India after the SH Khan Committee recommended it as 
a different concept. 
Once the FI becomes a universal Bank, it would be compliant with the CRR and SLR requirements of the RBI. 
 
 

  



 

4. Art and Culture 
 
1) Which of the following are considered as Triratnas according to Jainism. 
 1. Right Knowledge 
 2. Right Culture 
 3. Right Faith 
 4. Right Conduct 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The three principles of Jainism, also known as Triratnas (three gems), are: 
- right faith 
- right knowledge 
- right conduct. 
Right faith is the belief in the teachings and wisdom of Mahavira. Right Knowledge is the acceptance of the theory 
that there is no God and that the world has been existing without a creator and that all objects possess a soul. Right 
conduct refers to the observance of the five great vows: 
- not to injure life 
- not to lie 
- not to steal 
- not to acquire property 
- not to lead immoral life. 
 
2) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The painting is practiced by the tribal people of Jharkhand. 
 2. The common theme of the paintings is ‘What happens to human life post death’. 
 3. It is on the verge of extinction given the rate of its decline. 
The above statements refer to 
 a) Patua Art 
 b) Phad Painting 
 c) Paitkar Painting 
 d) Pithora Painting 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Paitkar Painting 
Practiced by the tribal people of Jharkhand, Paitkar paintings or scroll paintings are considered one of the ancient 
schools of painting in the country. 
These paintings are linked to the social and religious customs including giving alms and holding yajnas. The common 
theme of Paitkar paintings is ‘What happens to human life post death’. 
Although an ancient art, it is on the verge of extinction given the rate of its decline. 
 
3) Consider the following statements. 
 1. It is one of the oldest and grandest forms of Hindustani classical music. 
 2. It reached its zenith in the court of Emperor Akbar. 
 3. It includes use of sanskrit syllables and is of temple origin. 
The above statements refer to  
 a) Khyal 
 b) Thumri 
 c) Ghazal 



 
 d) Dhrupad 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Dhrupad 
It is one of the oldest and grandest forms of Hindustani classical music and finds its mention even in Natyashastra 
(200 BC–200 AD). Although Dhrupad consolidated its position as a classical form of music in the 13th century, it 
reached its zenith in the court of Emperor Akbar. Dhrupad includes use of sanskrit syllables and is of temple origin. 
 
4) Consider the following pairs: 

Classical Dance   Important Features 
1. Mohiniattam :   Lasya aspect is dominant 
2. Manipuri :    Tarangam 
3. Kuchipudi :    Pung Musical Instrument 
4. Odissi :    Mobile sculptures 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 
a) 1, 2  
b) 2, 4  
c) 1, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
Solution: c) 
 

Mohiniattam: The Lasya aspect (beauty, grace) of dance is dominant in a Mohiniattam recital. Hence, it is mainly 
performed by female dancers. 
 
Manipuri Dance: The drum – pung – is an intricate element of the recital. Flute, Khartals (wood clapper), dhols etc 
also accompany music. 
 
Kuchipudi: Apart from group performances, there are some popular solo elements in Kuchipudi as well. Some of 
them are: 

➢ Manduk shabdam – Tells the story of a frog. 

➢ Tarangam – The dancer performs with his/her feet on the edges of a brass plate and balancing a pot of water on 
the head or a set of diyas. 

➢ Jala Chitra Nrityam – In this item, the dancer draws pictures on the floor with his or her toes. 
 
Odissi: Odissi dance form is unique in its representation of gracefulness, sensuality and beauty. The dancers create 
intricate geometrical shapes and patterns with her body. Hence, it is known as ‘mobile sculpture’. 
 
5) Yakshagana, Bhootaradhane and Bayalata are major folk theatre forms of 

a) Karnataka 
b) Kerala 
c) Bihar 
d) West Bengal 
 
Solution: a) 
 

Yakshagana, Bhootaradhane and Bayalata is a traditional theatre form, developed in Karnataka. 
 
6) The rock art of Bhimbetka belongs to which of the following periods? 
 1. Upper Palaeolithic 
 2. Mesolithic 
 3. Chalcolithic 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 



 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The rock art of Bhimbetka has been classified into various groups on the bases of style, technique and 
superimposition. The drawings and paintings can be categorised into seven historical periods. Period I, Upper 
Palaeolithic; Period II, Mesolithic; and Period III, Chalcolithic. After Period III there are four successive periods. 
 
7) The origins of this dance form can be traced back to temple dancers or devadasis? 

a) Mohiniattam 
b) Kalbelia Dance 
c) Kuchipudi 
d) Bharatanatyam 
 
Solution: d) 
 

The origins of Bharatanatyam can be traced back to ‘Sadir’ – the solo dance performance of the temple dancers or 
‘devadasis’ in Tamil Nadu. It was also referred to as ‘Dashiattam’. 
 
8) Consider the following composition and the author associated with it 
 1. Sariputraprakarana   Bhavabhuti 
 2. Mricchakatika   Ashvaghosh 
 3. Ratnavali    Harshavardhan 
 4. Vikramorvashi    Kalidasa 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Sariputraprakarana by Ashvaghosh, an eminent philosopher, is considered the first example of classical Sanskrit 
drama. 
Sudraka was the first to introduce the essence of conflict in his play Mricchakatika. 
 
9) How does the Mohiniyattam classical dance form differ from Kathakali 

1. The body movement is abrupt and involves sudden jerks in Mohiniyattam 
unlike Kathakali. 
2. The characters in a Kathakali performance are divided into satvika, rajasika and tamasika types, unlike in 
Mohiniyattam. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both  
d) None 
 
Solution: b) 
 

Mohiniyattam is characterized by graceful, swaying body movements with no abrupt jerks or sudden leaps. 
 
10) Which of the following best describes ‘Gatka’? 

a) A martial art associated with the Sikh history 
b) A traditional theatre form of Kashmir where wit and parodies are used to induce 
laughter 



 
c) Folk theatre of Kerala performed by tribals 
d) Narration of mythical plays with emphasis on hand gestures and eye movements 
 
Solution: a) 
 

Gatka is the name of an Indian martial art associated with the Sikhs of the Punjab region, and with the Tanoli and 
Gujjar communities residing in mountainous regions of northern Pakistan who practice an early variant of the martial 
art. 
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding Nagara School of Architecture. 
 1. The temples generally followed the Panchayatan style of temple making. 
 2. Generally there were water tanks or reservoirs present in the temple premises. 
 3. The temples were generally built on upraised platforms. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Some of the features of Nagara style are: 
The temples generally followed the Panchayatan style of temple making, which consisted of subsidiary shrines laid 
out in a crucified ground plan with respect to the principal shrine. 
There were no water tanks or reservoirs present in the temple premises. 
The temples were generally built on upraised platforms. 
 
12) Latina, Phamsana and Valabhi types of Shikharas are majorly found in which type of temple architecture? 
 1. Nagara Style 
 2. Dravida Style 
 3. Vesara Style 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
In the Nagara School of Architecture the Shikharas were generally of three types: 
Latina or rekha-prasad: They were square at the base and the walls curve inward to a point on the top. 
Phamsana: They had a broader base and were shorter in height than the Latina ones. They slope upwards on a 
straight line. 
Valabhi: They had a rectangular base with the roof rising into vaulted chambers. They were also called wagon-
vaulted roofs. 
 
13) Sun Temple at Konark and Lingaraj temple at Bhubaneswar are the examples of 
 a) Solanki school of architecture 
 b) Odisha school of architecture 
 c) Nayaka school of architecture 
 d) Pala school of architecture 
 
 Solution: b) 
 



 
Odisha School of architecture examples: Sun Temple at Konark (also known as Black Pagoda as the first rays of the 
Sun entered the garbhagriha through the sea-facing pagoda), Jagannath temple at Puri, Lingaraj temple at 
Bhubaneswar. 
 
14) What is/are common to the two historical places known as Ajanta and Mahabalipuram? 
1. Both were built in the same period. 
2. Both belong to the same religious denomination. 
3. Both have rock-cut monuments. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 3 only 
c) 1, 3  
d) None of the statements given above is correct 
 
Solution: b) 
 

Statement 1: As per ASI Website, “While there is some evidence of architectural activity going back to the period of 
Mahendravarman-I (AD 600-30), the father of Mamalla, most of the monuments are attributed to the period of 
Narasimhavarman-I Mamalla (AD 630-68) – the Pallava ruler. 
▪ On the other hand Ajanta caves were excavated in different periods (circa. 2nd century B.C. to 6th century A.D.) 

according to the necessity. So, 1 is wrong. 
Statement 2: Mahabalipuram contains rock-cut rathas, sculptured scenes on open rocks like Arjuna’s penance, the 
caves of Govardhanadhari and Mahishasuramardini. So, it is more linked to the Vaishnavites. 
▪ On the other hand, Ajanta is linked more to the Buddhist religious denomination.   

Statement 2 is also wrong. 
Statement 3: Both have rock-cut monuments, because cave cut Chaityas, Viharas and Stupas can be clearly seen at 
Ajanta. Also, the mural paintings that are made at Ajanta involve some rock-cutting as per ASI. 
Mahabalipuram is famous for rock monuments as described above. 
Only 3 is correct. 
 
15) Which of the following introduced silver tanka on which modern rupee is based 

a) Illtumish 
b) Balban 
c) Raziya Sultana 
d) Alauddin Khilji 
 
Solution: a) 

 
Iltutmish introduced the Arabic coinage into India and the silver tanka weighing 175 grams became a standard coin 
in medieval India. The silver tanka remained the basis of the modern rupee. 
 
16) Consider the following statements regarding Solanki school of temple architecture. 
 1. A unique feature of this school is the presence of step-tank, known as surya-kund in the proximity of the 
temple. 
 2. Most of the temples are east-facing and designed such that every year, during the equinoxes, the sun rays 
fall directly into the central shrine. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 
 d) None 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Solanki School: In the north-western parts of India including Gujarat and Rajasthan, this school developed under the 
patronage of the Solanki rulers. 



 
The temple walls were devoid of any carvings. 
A unique feature of this school is the presence of step-tank, known as surya-kund in the proximity 
of the temple. 
Most of the temples are east-facing and designed such that every year, during the equinoxes, the sunrays fall directly 
into the central shrine. 
Example: Modhera Sun temple, Gujarat (built in 1026–27 by Bhima-I). 
 
17) Consider the following statements regarding Dravidian Style of Temple Architecture. 
 1. Panchayatan style was not prevalent in Dravidian Style. 
 2. There is only one vimana in the Dravidian architecture on top of the main temple like in Nagara 
architecture. 
 3. The presence of a water tank inside the temple enclosure was a unique feature of the Dravidian style. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 3 only 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1. 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Dravidian Style of Temple Architecture: 
The temple premise was laid out in the panchayatan style with a principal temple and four subsidiary shrines. 
There is only one vimana in the Dravidian architecture on top of the main temple. The subsidiary shrines do not have 
vimanas, unlike in Nagara architecture. 
The presence of a water tank inside the temple enclosure was a unique feature of the Dravidian style. 
 
18) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Temple architecture in South India began under the Pallava ruler Mahendravarman. 
 2. Madurai School of temple architecture has Islamic Influence. 
 3. The Meenakshi temple in Madurai has the tallest gopuram in the world. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Temple architecture in South India began under the Pallava ruler Mahendravarman. 
 
The Nayaka school of architecture flourished under the Nayaka rulers in the period between 16th centuries and 18th 
centuries A.D. It was also knows as Madurai school. It was architecturally similar to the Dravidian style, but much 
larger in scope. It also has Islamic influence. The gopurams built under the Nayaka rulers were some of the largest 
gopurams. The art of gopuram reached its climax in the Nayaka style. 
Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple or Thiruvarangam located in Srirangam, Tamil Nadu has 21 gopurams (tower 
gateways), among which the towering Rajagopuram (shrine of the main gateway) is the tallest temple tower in Asia.  
 
19) Which of the following pairs are correctly matched? 
 Sculpture    Place 
 1. Arjuna’s Penance   Mahabalipuram 
 2. Vishnu reclining on the  Ellora 
 Serpent Sheshnag 
 3. Maheshmurti   Elephanta 
Select the correct code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 



 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Arjuna's Penance is one of the magnificent monuments of Mahabalipuram.  
 
The Dashavatara Temple is an early 6th century Vishnu Hindu temple located at Deogarh, Uttar Pradesh. Famous 
sculpture of Vishnu reclining on the Serpent Sheshnag is found here. 
 
The image of Maheshmurti at Elephanta dates back to the early sixth century CE.  
 
20) Consider the following pairs 

List I    List II 
1. Tabo Monastery :  Himachal Pradesh 
2. Kardang Monastery :  Southern India 
3. Rumtek Monastery :  Himachal Pradesh 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2  
b) 3 only 
c) 1 only 
d) 2 only 
 
Solution: c) 
 

Tabo Monastery is located in the Tabo village of Spiti Valley, Himachal Pradesh. It was founded in 996 CE in the 
Tibetan year of the Fire Ape. 
 
Kardang Monastery or Gompa is a famous Drukpa Lineage monastery, and is the most important monastery the 
Lahaul valley, India. The monastery is a huge white building bedecked with prayer flags. 
 
Rumtek Monastery is currently the largest in Sikkim. It is home to the community of monks and where they perform 
the rituals and practices of the Karma Kagyu lineage. 
 

  



 

5. History 
 
1) According to later vedic period, Rajasuya refer to 
 a) Sole Ruler 
 b) Lord of all earth 
 c) Consecration ceremony 
 d) Head of the Kingdom 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Larger kingdoms were formed during the later Vedic period. 
Many jana or tribes were amalgamated to form janapadas or rashtras in the later Vedic period. Hence the royal 
power had increased along with the increase in the size of kingdom. The king 
performed various rituals and sacrifices to strengthen his position. 
They include Rajasuya (consecration ceremony), Asvamedha (horse sacrifice) and Vajpeya (chariot race). 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Rig Vedic Aryans. 
 1. There are no evidences of the use of Iron by Rig Vedic Aryans. 
 2. Trade was conducted on barter system. 
 3. Copper coins called nishka were used as media of exchange in large transactions. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Rig Vedic Aryans were pastoral people and their main occupation was cattle rearing. Their wealth was estimated 
in terms of their cattle. When they permanently settled in North India they 
began to practice agriculture. With the knowledge and use of iron they were able to clean forests and bring more 
lands under cultivation. 
 
Trade was another important economic activity and rivers served as important means of transport. Trade was 
conducted on barter system. In the later times, gold coins called nishka were used as media of exchange in large 
transactions. 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding early vedic period. 
 1. Only male gods like Prithvi, Agni, Vayu, Varuna, and Indra were worshipped. 
 2. There were no temples and no idol worship during the early Vedic period. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 
 d) None 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Rig Vedic Aryans worshiped the natural forces like earth, fire, wind, rain and thunder. They personified these 
natural forces into many gods and worshipped them. The important Rig Vedic 
gods were Prithvi (Earth), Agni (Fire), Vayu (Wind), Varuna (Rain) and Indra (Thunder). 
There were also female gods like Aditi and Ushas. There were no temples and no idol worship during the early Vedic 
period. Prayers were offered to the gods in the expectation of rewards. Ghee, milk and grain were given as offerings. 
Elaborate rituals were followed during the worship. 
 



 
4) Consider the following statements 

1. In the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War, the combined forces of the British East India 
Company and the Nizam of Hyderabad defeated Tipu Sultan. 
2. After Tipu Sultan was killed in the Battle of Seringapatam, Mysore was placed under Wodeyars – the 
former ruling dynasty. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both  
d) None 

  
Solution: c) 

 
5) Consider the following statements. 

1. The Permanent Settlement system was introduced by the British to encourage investment in agriculture. 
2. The British expected the Permanent Settlement system would help the emergence of a class of yeomen 
farmers who would be loyal to the Company  

Which of the above statements is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 Only  
c) Both  
d) None  
 
Solution: c)  
 

In introducing the Permanent Settlement, British officials hoped to resolve the problems they had been facing since 
the conquest of Bengal. By the 1770s, the rural economy in Bengal was in crisis, with recurrent famines and declining 
agricultural output. Officials felt that agriculture, trade and the revenue resources of the state could all be developed 
by encouraging investment in agriculture. This could be done by securing rights of property and permanently fixing 
the rates of revenue demand. If the revenue demand of the state was permanently fixed, then the Company could 
look forward to a regular flow of revenue, while entrepreneurs could feel sure of earning a profit from their 
investment, since the state would not siphon it off by increasing its claim. The process, officials hoped, would lead to 
the emergence of a class of yeomen farmers and rich landowners who would have the capital and enterprise to 
improve agriculture. Nurtured by the British, this class would also be loyal to the Company. 
 
6) Aryavarta, Madhyadesa and Dakshinapatha refer to 
 a) Kingdoms of Aryans in the eastern Gangetic plains. 
 b) Titles given to the rulers of Kuru Kingdom. 
 c) Divisions of India referred in the later vedic texts.  
 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The later Vedic texts refer to the three divisions of India – Aryavarta (northern India), Madhyadesa (central India) 
and Dakshinapatha (southern India). 
 
7) Consider the following statements. 
 1. According the Aitreya Brahmana a daughter has been described as a source of pride. 
 2. During later vedic period, gold and silver coins were used as media of exchange. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 
 d) None 
 
 Solution: b) 



 
 
According the Aitreya Brahmana a daughter has been described as a source of misery. 
 
Besides nishka of the Rig Vedic period, gold and silver coins like satamana and krishnala were used as media of 
exchange during later vedic period. 
 
8) Which of the following are the causes for the rise of Jainism and Buddhism. 
 1. Religious unrest in India in the 6th century B.C. 
 2. The sacrificial ceremonies advocated in the Later Vedic period were found to be too expensive. 
 3. The teachings of Upanishads was not easily understood by all. 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The primary cause for the rise of Jainism and Buddhism was the religious unrest in India in the 6th century B.C. The 
complex rituals and sacrifices advocated in the Later Vedic period were not 
acceptable to the common people. The sacrificial ceremonies were also found to be too expensive. The superstitious 
beliefs and mantras confused the people. The teachings of Upanishads, an alternative to the system of sacrifices, 
were highly philosophical in nature and therefore not easily understood by all. 
 
9) The revolt of 1857 marks a turning point in the history of India. Which of the following were the consequences of 
the revolt? 
 1. Company rule was abolished 
 2. British disrespected and neglected the rights of the native princes 
 3. The Indian states were to recognise the paramountcy of the British Crown 
Select the correct code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The revolt of 1857 marks a turning point in the history of India. It led to far-reaching changes in the system of 
administration and the policies of the British government. 
The direct responsibility for the administration of the country was assumed by the British Crown and Company rule 
was abolished. 
The assumption of the Government of India by the sovereign of Great Britain was announced by Lord Canning at a 
durbar at Allahabad in the ‘Queen’s Proclamation’ issued on November 1, 1858. 
As per the Queen’s proclamation, the era of annexations and expansion had ended and the British promised to 
respect the dignity and rights of the native princes. 
The Indian states were henceforth to recognise the paramountcy of the British Crown and were to be treated as 
parts of a single charge. 
 
10) Consider the following statements 

1. Congress Ministries resigned from the provinces in 1939 because the government did not allot them seats 
in the Executive Council. 
2. Government of India Act, 1935 abolished dyarchy in the provinces and introduced provincial autonomy in 
its place. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 



 
c) Both  
d) None 
 
Solution: b) 
 

Congress Ministries resigned from the provinces in 1939 because the consent of congress was not taken when British 
entered the WW - II for the participation of India in WW – II. 
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding the teachings of Mahavira. 
 1. Mahavira regarded all objects have souls. 
 2. He preached that work is worship and encouraged the practice of agriculture. 
 3. He advocated a very holy and ethical code of life. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Mahavira regarded all objects, both animate and inanimate, have souls and various degrees of 
consciousness. They possess life and feel pain when they are injured. Mahavira rejected the authority of the Vedas 
and objected to the Vedic rituals. He advocated a very holy and ethical code of life. Even the practice of agriculture 
was considered sinful as it causes injury to the earth, worms and animals. Similarly the doctrine of asceticism and 
renunciation was also carried to extreme lengths by the practice of starvation, nudity and other forms of self-torture. 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding the spread of Jainism. 
 1. Mahavira organised the Sangha to spread his teachings and admitted only men in the Sangha. 
 2. The first Jain Council was convened at Valabhi and here the final compilation of Jain literature took place. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 
 d) None 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Mahavira organised the Sangha to spread his teachings. He admitted both men and women in the Sangha, which 
consisted of both monks and lay followers. 
 
The first Jain Council was convened at Pataliputra by Sthulabahu, the leader of the Digambaras, in the beginning of 
the 3rd century B.C. The second Jain Council was held at Valabhi in 5th century A.D. The final compilation of Jain 
literature called Twelve Angas was completed in this council. 
 
13) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Kol uprising was against the large-scale transfers of land from Kol headmen to outside farmers and money 
lenders. 
 2. Khond Uprising was against the British efforts to stop the Traditional Human Sacrifice practiced by the 
Khonds. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 
 d) None 
 
 Solution: c) 



 
 
The Kols, along with other tribes, are inhabitants of Chhotanagpur. This covered Ranchi, Singhbhum, Hazaribagh, 
Palamau and the western parts of Manbhum. The trouble in 1831 started with large-scale transfers of land from Kol 
headmen to outsiders like Hindu, Sikh and Muslim farmers and money-lenders who were oppressive and demanded 
heavy taxes. 
 
From 1837 to 1856, the Khonds of the hilly tracts extending from Odisha to the Srikakulam and Visakhapatnam 
districts of Andhra Pradesh revolted against Company rule. They opposed the suppression of human sacrifice, new 
taxes, and the entry of zamindars into their areas. 
 
14) In 1720, the British government enacted the Calico Act. What is it related to? 

a) Disallowing Indians from entering Civil Services 
b) Compulsory use of English language in Company affairs 
c) Banning the use of printed cotton textile imported from India. 
d) Barring of company officials from private trade 

 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Calico Act banned the import of most cotton textiles into England, followed by the restriction of sale of 
most cotton textiles. It was a form of economic protectionism, largely in response to India (particularly Bengal), 
which dominated world cotton textile markets at the time. The Act was a precursor to the Industrial Revolution, 
when Britain eventually surpassed India as the world's leading textile manufacturer in the 19th century. 
 
15) Consider the following statements 

1. Jawaharlal Nehru was the first satyagrahi identified by Gandhi for the individual satyagraha 
2. Jinnah and Ambedkar attended all the three Round table conferences. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both  
d) None 
 
Solution: c) 
 

Acharya Vinoba Bhave was the first Satyagrahi chosen by Gandhi as part of individual Satyagraha. 
Only Ambedkar attended all the three Round table conferences. 
 
16) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Bimbisara and Ajatasatru of Magadha accepted Buddha’s doctrines and became his disciples. 
 2. Buddha in his lifetime spread his message far and wide in north India and gave his thoughts regarding 
metaphysical questions like god, soul, karma, rebirth, etc. 
 3. Buddha never visited Nalanda. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1 only 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The most important disciples of Buddha were Sariputta, Moggallanna, Ananda, Kassapa and Upali. Kings like 
Prasenajit of Kosala and Bimbisara and Ajatasatru of Magadha accepted his doctrines and became his disciples. 
Buddha in his lifetime spread his message far and wide in north India and visited places like Benares, Rajagriha, 
Sravasti, Vaisali, Nalanda and Pataligrama. It should be noted that he did not involve himself in fruitless 
controversies regarding metaphysical questions like god, soul, karma, rebirth, etc., and concerned himself with the 
practical problems confronting man. 



 
 
17) According to the teachings of Buddha, the Eightfold Path consists of 
 1. Right resolve 
 2. Right livelihood 
 3. Right mindfulness 
 4. Right concentration 
 5. Right speech 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 3, 4, 5 
 c) 2, 3, 4, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Eightfold Path consists of right view, right resolve, right speech, right conduct, right livelihood, right effort, right 
mindfulness and right concentration. 
 
18) Consider the following statements regarding Munda Revolt. 
 1. It was against the destruction of their system of common land-holdings by the intrusion of traders and 
moneylenders. 
 2. Jagirdars and thikadars supported the Mundas in their revolt. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 
 d) None  
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Munda Revolt For over three decades, the Munda sardars of Chhotanagpur had been struggling against the 
destruction of their system of common land-holdings by the intrusion of jagirdars, thikadars (revenue farmers) and 
traders-moneylenders. During the last decade of the nineteenth 
century, the Mundas rose under Birsa Munda in a religious movement or rebellion ("ulgulan") with an agrarian and 
political content. They aimed to establish a Munda rule in the land by killing thikadars, jagirdars, rajas and halcims. 
To bring about the liberation, Birsa gathered a force of 6,000 Mundas armed with swords, spears, battle-axes, and 
bows and arrows. Birsa was, however, captured in 1900 and he died in jail the same year. 
  
19) Which of the following is/are correct about Wood’s Despatch? 

1. It emphasized on the European learning. 
2. It argued that literature of the East was full of grave errors. 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1 Only  
b) 2 Only  
c) Both  
d) None 
 
Solution: c) 
 

In 1854, the Court of Directors of the East India Company in London sent an educational despatch to the Governor-
General in India. Issued by Charles Wood, the President of the Board of Control of the Company, it has come to be 
known as Wood’s Despatch. Outlining the educational policy that was to be followed in India, it emphasised once 
again the practical benefits of a system of European learning, as opposed to Oriental knowledge. (Statement 1) 
 
One of the practical uses the Despatch pointed to was economic. European learning, it said, would enable Indians to 
recognise the advantages that flow from the expansion of trade and commerce, and make them see the importance 



 
of developing the resources of the country. Introducing them to European ways of life, would change their tastes 
and desires, and create a demand for British goods, for Indians would begin to appreciate and buy things that were 
produced in Europe. 
Wood’s Despatch also argued that European learning would improve the moral character of Indians. It would make 
them truthful and honest, and thus supply the Company with civil servants who could be trusted and depended 
upon. 
The literature of the East was not only full of grave errors, it could also not instil in people a sense of duty and a 
commitment to work, nor could it develop the skills required for administration. (Statement 2). 
 
20) Consider the following statements. 

1. Lord Hardinge was the viceroy of India when the INC was formed in 1885. 
2. August offer was an effort to win over the support of the Indian political leadership for the war cause. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 
d) None 
 
Solution: b) 
 

Lord Dufferin was the viceroy of India when the INC was formed in 1885. 
 

  



 

6. Environment 
 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In the aquatic environment, the sediment-characteristics often determine the type of benthic animals that 
can thrive there. 
 2. Like humans, plants also have mechanisms to maintain internal temperature. 
 3. Very small animals are rarely found in polar regions since thermoregulation is energetically expensive for 
these animals. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The mechanisms used by most mammals to regulate their body temperature are similar to the ones that we humans 
use. We maintain a constant body temperature of 370C. In summer, when outside 
temperature is more than our body temperature, we sweat profusely. 
The resulting evaporative cooling, similar to what happens with a desert cooler in operation, brings down the body 
temperature. In winter when the temperature is much lower than 370C, we start to 
shiver, a kind of exercise which produces heat and raises the body temperature. Plants, on the other hand, do not 
have such mechanisms to maintain internal temperatures. 
 
Thermoregulation is energetically expensive for many organisms. This is particularly true for small animals like 
shrews and humming birds. Heat loss or heat gain is a function of surface area. Since small animals have a larger 
surface area relative to their volume, they tend to lose body heat very fast when it is cold outside; then they have to 
expend much energy to generate body heat through metabolism. This is the main reason why very small animals are 
rarely found in polar regions. 
 
2) To avoid unfavourable conditions, which of the following enter into diapause, a stage of suspended development. 
 a) Zooplankton 
 b) Bears 
 c) Snails 
 d) Fish 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
In animals, the organism, if unable to migrate, might avoid the stress by escaping in time. The familiar case of bears 
going into hibernation during winter is an example of escape in time. Some 
snails and fish go into aestivation to avoid summer–related problems-heat and dessication. Under unfavourable 
conditions many zooplankton species in lakes and ponds are known to enter diapause, a stage of suspended 
development. 
 
3) Consider the following statements.  
 1. Many desert plants have a special photosynthetic pathway that enables their stomata to remain closed 
during night time to minimise water loss through transpiration. 
 2. In high altitudes, the body compensates low oxygen availability by increasing red blood cell Production 
and decreasing the binding affinity of haemoglobin. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 
 d) None 
 



 
 Solution: b) 
 
Many desert plants have a thick cuticle on their leaf surfaces and have their stomata arranged in deep pits (sunken) 
to minimise water loss through transpiration. They also have a special photosynthetic pathway (CAM) that enables 
their stomata to remain closed during day time. 
 
in the low atmospheric pressure of high altitudes, the body does not get enough oxygen. The body 
compensates low oxygen availability by increasing red blood cell production, decreasing the binding affinity of 
hemoglobin and by increasing breathing rate. 
 
4) Consider the following statements about the application of algae. 
 1. Used to make Biodiesel and Bioethanol. 
 2. It is a complete protein with essential amino acids. 
 3. Used as fertilizers and soil conditioners. 
 4. Used in Wastewater Treatment. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 

• Algae can be used to make Biodiesel and Bioethanol. 

• It is a complete protein with essential amino acids (unlike most plant foods) that are involved in major metabolic 
processes such as energy and enzyme production. 

• They are used as fertilizers, soil conditioners and are a source of livestock feed. 

• Algae are used in Wastewater Treatment facilities, reducing the need for greater amounts of toxic chemicals 
than are already used. 

• Algae can be used to capture fertilizers in runoff from farms. 
 
5) With reference to ‘decomposition’, which of the following statements is/are correct?  

1. Humus is highly susceptible to microbial action and undergo decomposition at fast rate.  
2. Decomposition is slower if detritus is rich in nitrogen.  
3. Low temperature and lack of oxygen supply inhibit the decomposition.  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 3 only  
b) 2, 3  
c) 1, 2  
d) 1, 2, 3  
 
Solution: a) 
  

Humus is less susceptible to microbial action and act as a reservoir of nutrients. Humus 
is highly resistant to microbial action and undergoes decomposition at an extremely slow rate.  
 
Decomposition is largely an oxygen-requiring process. The rate of decomposition is controlled by chemical 
composition of detritus and climatic factors. In a particular climatic condition, decomposition rate is slower if 
detritus is rich in lignin and chitin, and quicker, if detritus is rich in nitrogen and water-soluble substances like sugars. 
 
6) Which of the following are an ecotone? 
 1. Mangroves 
 2. Grassland 
 3. Forest 
 4. Estuary 



 
 5. Coral Reef 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4, 5 
 d) 1, 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
An ecotone is a transition area between two biomes. It is where two communities meet and integrate. It may be 
narrow or wide, and it may be local (the zone between a field and forest) or regional (the transition between forest 
and grassland ecosystems). 
• For e.g. the mangrove forests represent an ecotone between marine and terrestrial 

ecosystem, grassland (between forest and desert), estuary (between fresh water and salt water) and river bank 
or marsh land (between dry and wet). 

 
7) Which of the following statements is/are correct about a biosphere reserve?  

1. A biosphere reserve focuses on protection of a single species rather than the entire ecosystem.  
2. Gujarat has no biosphere reserve.  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both  
d) None 
 
Solution: d) 
  

Biosphere reserve focuses on conservation of whole biome rather than a species. Great Rann of Kutch biosphere is 
located in Gujarat.  
 
8) Which of the following will lead to fluctuations in the population density in a given habitat during a given period? 
 1. Natality 
 2. Mortality 
 3. Immigration 
 4. Emigration 
Select the correct answer codes: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The density of a population in a given habitat during a given period, fluctuates due to changes in four basic 
processes, two of which (natality and immigration) contribute to an increase in 
population density and two (mortality and emigration) to a decrease. 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding carrying capacity of a biological species in an environment. 
 1. The carrying capacity is the number of individuals an environment can support without significant 
negative impacts to the given organism and its environment. 
 2. Below carrying capacity, populations typically decrease, while above, they typically increase. 
 3. The carrying capacity of an environment may vary for different species and may change over time. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 



 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The carrying capacity is the number of individuals an environment can support without significant negative impacts 
to the given organism and its environment. Below carrying capacity, populations typically increase, while above, they 
typically decrease.  
 
The carrying capacity of an environment may vary for different species and may change over time due to a variety of 
factors including: food availability, water supply, environmental conditions and living space. 
 
10) Which of the following fall under the category of Primary pollutants? 
 1. Oxides of Sulphur 
 2. Particulate Matter 
 3. POPs (Persistent Organic Pollutants) 
 4. Chlorofluorocarbons 
 5. Ground Level Ozone 
Select the correct code. 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4, 5 
 d) 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
A primary pollutant is an air pollutant emitted directly from a source. They are “directly” emitted from the processes 
such as fossil fuel consumption, volcanic eruption and factories. The major primary pollutants are Oxides of Sulphur, 
Oxides of Carbon, Oxides of Nitrogen, Methane, Particulate Matter, Ammonia, Chlorofluorocarbons, Toxic metals 
etc. 
 
A secondary pollutant is not directly emitted as such, but forms when other pollutants (primary pollutants) react in 
the atmosphere. Important secondary Air Pollutants are Ground Level Ozone, Smog and POPs (Persistent Organic 
Pollutants). 
 
11) The population interaction in which only one species benefits and it is detrimental to the other species is known 
as 
 a) Commensalism 
 B) Amensalism 
 c) Predation 
 d) Competition 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
In both parasitism and predation only one species benefits (parasite and predator, respectively) and the interaction 
is detrimental to the other species (host and prey, respectively). 
 
12) In which of the following, there are high chances of interacting species living closely together? 
 1. Mutualism 
 2. Competition 
 3. Parasitism 
 4. Predation 
 5. Commensalism 
 6. Amensalism 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 3, 4, 5 



 
 c) 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
 d) 1, 2, 4, 6 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Predation, parasitism and commensalism share a common characteristic– the interacting species live closely 
together. 
 
13) Consider the following statements about ‘Pioneer species’. 
 1. They are the first to colonize previously disrupted or damaged ecosystems. 
 2. They are often photosynthetic plants. 
 3. Algae, Mosses and Lichens are the examples of pioneer species. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Pioneer species are hardy species which are the first to colonize previously disrupted or damaged ecosystems, 
beginning a chain of ecological succession that ultimately leads to a more biodiverse steady-state ecosystem. 
Since some uncolonized land may have thin, poor quality soils with few nutrients, pioneer species are often hardy 
plants with adaptations such as long roots, root nodes containing nitrogen-fixing bacteria, and leaves that 
employ transpiration. Note that they are often photosynthetic plants, as no other source of energy (such as other 
species) except light energy is often available in the early stages of succession, thus making it less likely for a pioneer 
species to be non-photosynthetic. 
Algae, Mosses and Lichens are the examples of pioneer species. 
 
14) Consider the following pairs. 
 Disease    Pollutant 
 1. Itai-itai disease   Cadmium 
 2. Minamata disease   Mercury 
 3. Blue Baby Syndrome  Arsenic 
Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Itai-itai disease was the name given to the mass cadmium poisoning of Toyama Prefecture, Japan, starting around 
1912.  Cadmium poisoning can also cause softening of the bones and kidney failure. 
 
Minamata disease is a neurological syndrome caused by severe mercury poisoning. Minamata disease was first 
discovered in Minamata city in Kumamoto prefecture, Japan, in 1956. 
 
The most common cause of blue baby syndrome is water contaminated with nitrates. 
 
15) Which of the following are the favourable conditions for coral reef formations?  

1. Shallow continental shelf  
2. High sediments in the water  
3. Areas where fresh waters from rivers enter oceans  
4. Mean annual temperatures should be between 22 – 29 degree C.  

Select the correct answer code:  



 
a) 1, 2  
b) 1, 3, 4  
c) 2, 3  
d) 1, 4  
 
Solution: d) 
 

High fresh water influx and sediments are unfavorable conditions for coral reef formations  
  
16) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In a broad ecological context, animals eating plants can be considered as Predation. 
 2. Predators act as ‘conduits’ for energy transfer across trophic levels. 
 3. Predators always lead to loss of species diversity in a community. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 1, 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
You can think of predation as nature’s way of transferring to higher trophic levels the energy fixed by plants. When 
we think of predator and prey, most probably it is the tiger and the deer that readily come to our mind, but a 
sparrow eating any seed is no less a predator. Although animals eating plants are categorised separately as 
herbivores, they are, in a broad ecological context, not very different from predators. 
 
Besides acting as ‘conduits’ for energy transfer across trophic levels, predators play other important roles. They keep 
prey populations under control. 
 
Predators also help in maintaining species diversity in a community, by reducing the intensity of competition among 
competing prey species. In the rocky intertidal communities of the American Pacific Coast the starfish Pisaster is an 
important predator. In a field experiment, when all the starfish were removed from an enclosed intertidal area, 
more than 10 species of invertebrates became extinct within a year, because of interspecific 
competition. 
 
17) Consider the following statements. 
 1. If a predator is too efficient, then there are chances of the predator becoming extinct. 
 2. Phytophagous insects are those that feed on other insects.  
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 
 d) None 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
If a predator is too efficient and overexploits its prey, then the prey might become extinct and following it, the 
predator will also become extinct for lack of food. 
 
For plants, herbivores are the predators. Nearly 25 per cent of all insects are known to be phytophagous (feeding on 
plant sap and other parts of plants). 
 
18) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Parasitism has evolved only in higher vertebrates and not in plants. 
 2. In many parasites both host and the parasite tend to co-evolve. 
 3. Majority of the parasites do not harm the host and they help in increasing the host’s population density. 



 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Parasitism has evolved in so many taxonomic groups from plants to higher vertebrates. Many parasites have evolved 
to be host-specific (they can parasitise only a single species of host) in such a way that both host and the parasite 
tend to co-evolve; that is, if the host evolves special mechanisms for rejecting or resisting the parasite, the parasite 
has to evolve mechanisms to counteract and neutralise them, in order to be successful with the same host species. 
 
Majority of the parasites harm the host; they may reduce the survival, growth and reproduction of the host and 
reduce its population density. 
 
19) Which of the following pyramids can be both upright and inverted? 
 1. Pyramid of Biomass 
 2. Pyramid of Numbers 
 3. Pyramid of Productivity 
Select the correct code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
A "pyramid of numbers" shows graphically the population of each level in a food chain. Often, there are more 
producers than consumers, however, it can also be seen in many ecosystems that there are more primary consumers 
than producers. 
 
A "pyramid of biomass" shows the relationship between biomass and trophic level by quantifying the biomass 
present at each trophic level of an energy community at a particular time. It is a graphical representation of biomass 
present in unit area in different tropic levels. The pyramid of biomass may be "inverted". For example, in a pond 
ecosystem, the standing crop of phytoplankton, the major producers, at any given point will be lower than the mass 
of the heterotrophs, such as fish and insects.  
 
A "pyramid of productivity", showing the production or turnover (the rate at which energy or mass is transferred 
from one trophic level to the next) of biomass at each trophic level. Instead of showing a single snapshot in 
time, productivity pyramids show the flow of energy through the food chain. There are no inverted pyramids. 
 
20) Which of the following best describes ‘Edge Effect’?  
  a) It refers to the changes in population or community structure that occur at the boundary of two habitats  
  b) It refers to the changes in species composition at boundary between a terrestrial and aquatic habitat.  
  c) It refers to the near extinction of a particular species owing to balances in a food web. 
  d) It refers to the reduction in species variety at the edge of the Earth’s polar areas.  
 

Solution: a) 
  

Option A best suits the definition of edge effect. 
However, option B restricts itself to aquatic and terrestrial.  


