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General Studies-2; India and its neighbourhood- relations. Bilateral, regional and global 
groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests  

India - Bangladesh Relations 

1) Introduction 

• Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s visit to India marks a positive step in the relationship 
between India and Bangladesh. 

• India and Bangladesh are now a model of good neighbourliness 

2) Background 

• India's links with Bangladesh are civilizational, cultural, social and economic. 

• India played the great role in emergence of independent Bangladesh and was the first country to 
recognise Bangladesh as separate state. 

• The historic land boundary agreement signed in 2015 opened a new era in the relations. 

• Both the countries are the common members of SAARC, BIMSTEC, IORA and the Commonwealth. 

• India has always stood by Bangladesh in its hour of need with aid and economic assistance to help it 
cope with natural disasters and floods. 

3) Sheikh Hasina’s visit to India 

• The seven pacts and three projects that were signed and finalised during the visit illustrate the 
transformation of the relationship between the two countries. 

• The first full bilateral meeting since both countries went to polls, marks a new chapter between 
New Delhi and Dhaka. 

• The agreement to supply gas to Tripura, and the use of the Chattogram and Mongla ports to serve 
the north-east states testify to the goodwill between the two countries. 

• The agreement for a skill development centre in Bangladesh to train the youth is another example 
of mutually beneficial efforts. 

• Both will also coordinate better border management and counter-terror cooperation, and are also 
working on a regional trilateral energy sharing arrangement with Bhutan. 

• The Indian government has assured Bangladesh that the National Register of Citizens will not affect 
Bangladesh. 

4) Bilateral Relations 

• India and Bangladesh today enjoy one of the best periods of their relationship, with positive 
development in the areas of diplomatic, political, economic and security relations. 

• Bilateral trade was a little over $9 billion in FY 2017-18 and Bangladeshi exports increased by 
42.91%, reaching $1.25 billion in FY 2018-2019. 

• The India-Bangladesh border is one of India’s most secured. 

• By signing of the Land Boundary Agreement in 2015, the two neighbours amicably resolved a long-
outstanding issue. 

• In 2018, in addition to the 660 MW of power imported by Bangladesh, Indian export of electricity 
increased by another 500 MW. 

• Train services on the Dhaka-Kolkata and Kolkata-Khulna are doing well, while a third, on the 
Agartala-Akhaura route, is under construction. 

• Today, Bangladesh contributes 50% of India’s health tourism revenue. 

• Relations between the two border guarding forces are at their best right now. 
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5) Outstanding Issues 

• West Bengal's refusal to endorse water-sharing terms under Teesta Water Sharing Agreement. 

• A lack of water has affected 100,000 hectares of land, with contamination affecting the soil; the 
increased cost of pesticides and irrigation has made farming less profitable. 

•  The National Register of Citizens (NRC) has left out 1.9 million Assamese from the list with a group 
labelled as “illegal immigrants from Bangladesh” living in Assam post-1971. 

• Bangladesh remains firm in its stance that no migrants travelled to Assam illegally during the 1971 
war of independence and that the controversial NRC risks hurting relations. 

• The Rohingya issue and India’s remarks in 2017 on the issue have been upsetting for Bangladesh. 

• The long-pending upgrading of the Ganga-Padma barrage project, as well as the draft framework of 
interim sharing agreement of the Feni river are also pending. 

• Since 2010, India has approved three lines of credit to Bangladesh of $7.362 billion to finance 
development projects. 

• Due to bureaucratic red tape, just $442 million has been disbursed till December 2018. 

• The loss of civilian lives at the border is a matter of concern. 

6) Way Forward 

• There is scope for India-Bangladesh ties to move to the next level, based on cooperation, 
coordination and consolidation 

• India’s continued partnership with Bangladesh benefits both countries. 

• New Delhi must keep up the partnership that allows for economic growth and improved 
developmental parameters for both countries. 

• It is important to address specific issues like Teesta and to respond to Dhaka’s call for help on the 
Rohingya issue. 

• The two countries share 54 transboundary rivers, and water management is the key to prosperity 

• Effective border management for ensuring a tranquil, stable and crime free border. 

7) Conclusion 

• The shared colonial legacy, history and socio-cultural bonds demand that the political leadership of 
the two countries inject momentum into India-Bangladesh relations. 
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