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Solutions – (Day 69) 
 

1. ‘Zero Defect, Zero Effect (ZED)’, often seen in the news, is 

 

(a) A scheme that aims to improve the health of rural India by providing them with a 

clean cooking fuel – LPG. 

(b) A plan of action for sustainable economic growth in the Asia-Pacific Region, an 

outcome of the deliberations of the Asia- Pacific Economic Forum. 

(c) An agenda for women’s empowerment, an outcome of a World Conference convened 

by the United Nations. 

(d) A Scheme with an aims to rate and handhold all Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises (MSME) to deliver top quality products using clean technology. 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Zero Defect, Zero Effect- ZED Scheme aims to rate and handhold all MSMEs 

to deliver top quality products using clean technology.  It will have sector-specific 

parameters for each industry. 

 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding Bogibeel Bridge 

 

1. Recently inaugurated Bogibeel River Bridge is the longest rail-cum-road bridge in 

India. 

2. It is constructed on Teesta River 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Bogibeel Bridge is constructed on Brahmaputra River 

 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding International Social Security Association 

(ISSA) 

 

1. ISSA was founded in 1927 under the auspices of the International Labour 

Organization. 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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2. It promotes excellence in social security administration through professional 

guidelines, expert knowledge, services and support. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The ISSA is the principal international organization for Social Security 

Organizations, Govts and Departments of Social Security. 

 

• The ISSA was founded in 1927 under the auspices of the International Labour 

Organization (ILO), Geneva. 

 

• It promotes excellence in social security administration through professional 

guidelines, expert knowledge, services and support to enable its Members to 

develop dynamic social security systems. 

 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding Raisina Dialogue 

 

1. The Raisina Dialogue is India’s flagship annual geopolitical and geostrategic 

conference. 

2. It is jointly organised by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) and Observer 

Research Foundation (ORF). 

3. The theme of the 2019 conference is Managing Disruptive Transitions: Ideas, 

Institutions and Idioms 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Ministry of External Affairs in partnership with Observer Research 

Foundation is organizing the 4th edition of the Raisina Dialogue in New Delhi 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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from 08-10 January 2019. The Raisina Dialogue is India’s flagship annual 

geopolitical and geostrategic conference. 

 

• 2019 conference theme is “A World Reorder: New Geometries; Fluid Partnerships; 

Uncertain Outcomes”. The discussions will seek to address issues arising from 

ongoing global transitions and changes to the world order, triggered by unique 

leaders, innovative partnerships and new technologies. 

 

 

5. With reference to Nikshay Poshan Yojana, consider the following statements: 

 

1. It is a Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) scheme for nutritional support to tuberculosis 

patients. 

2. Financial assistance will be offered to patients once in every six months till the 

patient get well. 

3. The scheme is part of National Health Mission (NHM). 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

About Nikshay Poshan Yojana (NPY) 

 

• It is a scheme for nutritional support to Tuberculosis (TB) patients 

launched by Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India 

• Financial incentive of Rs.500/- per month is provided to each notified TB patient 

for duration for which the patient is on anti-TB treatment. 

• The scheme is part of National Health Mission (NHM). 

 

 

6. Which of the following Nations is not a member of Mercosur, an economic and political 

bloc ? 

 

  (a) Argentina 

  (b) Brazil 

  (c) Uruguay 

  (d) Chile 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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Solution: D 

 

• Mercosur is an economic and political bloc comprising Argentina, Brazil, 

Paraguay, Uruguay, and Venezuela. Created during a period when longtime rivals 

Argentina and Brazil were seeking to improve relations, the bloc saw some early 

successes, including a tenfold increase in trade within the group in the 1990s. 

 

 

7. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. The World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) was established in 1999 as an 

international independent agency. 

2. WADA is composed and funded equally by the sport movement and governments 

of the world. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) is a foundation initiated by the 

International Olympic Committee to promote, coordinate and monitor the fight 

against drugs in sports. 

 

• It is based in Montreal, Canada. It was established in 1999 as an international 

nonprofit independent agency composed and funded equally by the sport 

movement and governments of the world. 

 

• Its key activities include 

o Scientific research, education, development of anti-doping capacities, and 

o Monitoring of the World Anti-Doping Code (Code) – the document 

harmonizing anti-doping policies in all sports and all countries. 

 

 

8. Consider the following pairs: 

GI Product  State 

1. Shahi Litchi : West Bengal 

2. Kadaknath Chicken Meat : Madhya Pradesh 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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3. Etikoppaka toys : Telangana 

4. Adilabad dokra : Telangana 

Which of the pairs given above is/are matched correctly ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

  (c) 2 and 4 only 

  (d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

➢ Shahi Litchi – Bihar 

 

➢ Kadaknath chicken meat – Madhya Pradesh 

 

➢ Etikoppaka toys – Andhra Pradesh 

 

➢ Adilabad dokra – Telangana 

 

 

9. Rhi-Tiddim Road Project, sometimes seen in news is developed by India in which 

country ? 

 

  (a) Bangladesh 

  (b) Bhutan 

  (c) Afghanistan 

  (d) Myanmar 

 

Solution: D 

 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/world/india-myanmar-ink-pact-for-

socioecodevelopment-of-rakhine-state/article9997927.ece  

 

 

10. Bura Chapori Wildlife Sanctuary is located in 

 

  (a) Arunachal Pradesh 

  (b) Meghalaya 

  (c) Tripura 

  (d) Assam 
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Solution: D 

 

• Bura Chapori Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected area located in the state of 

Assam 

 

 

11. Among the following, who are the Agaria community ? 

 

(a) A traditional toddy tappers community of Andhra Pradesh 

(b) A traditional fishing community of Maharashtra 

(c) A traditional silk-weaving community of Karnataka 

(d) A traditional salt pan workers community of Gujarat 

 

Solution: D 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/society/history-and-culture/the-salt-farmers-of-wild-ass-

country/article17361838.ece  

 

 

12. Consider the following statements 

 

1. During sixth Five Year Plan, Emergency was enforced, new elections took place 

and the Janata Party had come to power. 

2. Twelfth Five year plan laid stress on “Faster, More inclusive and sustainable 

Growth”. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 or 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• During Fifth Five Year Plan, Emergency was enforced, new elections took place 

and the Janata Party had come to power. 

 

 

13. With reference to Union Government consider the following statements: 

 

1. The Ministries and Departments of the Government of India are created by the 

Prime Minister on the advice of the Cabinet Secretary. 
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2. Each of the Ministries is assigned to a Minister by the President of India on the 

advice of the Prime Minister. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/ are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• The Ministries/Departments of the Government of India are created by the 

President on the advice of the Prime Minister. 

 

 

14. Who of the following is the author of a collection of ‘ poems called “Golden 

Threshold”? 

 

  (a) Arona Asaf Ali 

  (b) Annie Besant 

  (c) Sarojini Naidu 

  (d) Vijayalaksmi Pandit 

 

Solution:  C 

 

 

15. Other than Venezuela, which one among the following from South America is a 

member of OPEC ? 

 

  (a) Argentina 

  (b) Brazil 

  (c) Ecuador 

  (d) Bolivia 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

16. Consider the following pairs 

 
List I  List II 

1. Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary : Karnataka 
2. Orang National Park : West Bengal 
3. Khangchendzonga Biosphere Reserve : Sikkim 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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Which of the pairs given above is/are matched correctly ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Orang National Park is located in Assam. 

 

 

17. Consider the following statements regarding WHO Framework Convention for 

Tobacco Control (FCTC) 

 

1. It is the first international treaty negotiated under the auspices of WHO. 

2. The WHO FCTC was developed in response to the globalization of the tobacco 

epidemic and is an evidence-based treaty that reaffirms the right of all people to 

the highest standard of health. 

3. In India, the minimum age of buying tobacco products is 14 years. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• In India, the minimum age of buying tobacco products is 18 years. 

 

https://www.who.int/fctc/about/en/  

 

 

18. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Anti-Retroviral therapy leads to effectively suppressing the virus and reducing the 

transmission of HIV from the infected person. 

2. HIV Sentinel Surveillance is a biennial study conducted by WHO to provide 

essential information to understand the trends and dynamics of HIV epidemic 

among different risk groups. 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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3. Recently, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Tripura have emerged as the new hotspots for 

HIV. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 3 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

• HIV Sentinel Surveillance is a biennial study conducted by NACO to provide 

essential information to understand the trends and dynamics of HIV epidemic 

among different risk groups. 

 

http://naco.gov.in/surveillance-epidemiology-0  

 

 

19. Which of the following agency releases Environmental Performance Index ? 

 

(a) Yale and Columbia Universities and World Economic Forum 

(b) United Nations Environment Programme and International Maritime 

Organization 

(c) UNFCCC 

(d) World Bank 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Environmental Performance Index 2018 is prepared by Yale and Columbia 

Universities along with the WEF. Report ranked India 177 out of 180 countries. 

 

 

20. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Khangchendzonga Biosphere Reserve is India’s first Mixed World Heritage site. 

2. The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve was the first reserve from the country to be included 

in the World Network of Biosphere Reserve 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

21. Bedaquiline drug, which is often seen in news, is related to 

 

(a) Multi Drug Resistant Tuberculosis 

(b) HIV-AIDS 

(c) Polio 

(d) Leprosy 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Bedaquiline is a drug that can significantly reduce the treatment time of multi-

drug-resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB). 

 

 

22. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Mauritius remained the top source of foreign direct investment (FDI) into India in 

2017-18 followed by Singapore. 

2. FDI to India has been consistently decreasing from last 10 years 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/mauritius-tops-

indias-fdi-charts-again-in-fy18/articleshow/65642712.cms  

 

 

23. Consider the following statements regarding National Skill Development Fund 

 

1. It was set up in 2009 by the Government of India for raising funds both from 

Government and Non-Government sectors. 

2. NSDC acts as a catalyst in skill development by providing funding to enterprises, 

companies and organizations that provide skill training. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

https://www.msde.gov.in/nationalskilldevelopmentfund.html  

 

 

24. Consider the following pairs 

List I  List II 

1. Idduki Dam : Periyar River 

2. Mettur Dam : Cauvery River 

3. Vaigai Dam : Vaigai River 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

25. Consider the following statements regarding National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development 

 

1. NABARD came into existence on 1982 by transferring the agricultural credit 

functions of RBI and refinance functions of the then Agricultural Refinance and 

Development Corporation (ARDC). 

2. It aims to promote sustainable and equitable agriculture and rural development 

through participative financial and non-financial interventions, innovations and 

technology etc. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

(Day 70) 
 

 

26. With reference to FASTag system, consider the following statements: 

 

1. FASTag is a device that employs Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) 

technology for making toll payments directly from the prepaid or savings account 

linked to it. 

2. The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has launched two mobile Apps 

– MyFASTag and FASTag Partner to facilitate the availability of FASTags for 

Electronic Toll Collection. 

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• FASTag is a device that employs Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) 

technology for making toll payments directly from the prepaid or savings account 

linked to it. 

• It is affixed on the windscreen of your vehicle and enables you to drive through toll 

plazas, without stopping for cash transactions. The tag can be purchased from Tag 

issuers and if it is linked to the prepaid account, then you need to recharge/ top up 

the tag as per your requirement. 

• The Government of India has mandated that new vehicles being sold with effect 

from 1st October, 2017 will be affixed with active FASTag. The “FASTag Partner 

App” will facilitate more than 6000 dealers in the country to access a single 

platform and activate the FASTag at the time of delivery of vehicle. 

 

 

27. Consider the following statements 

 

1. The concept of buffer stock was first introduced during the 4th Five Year Plan. 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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2. Ministry of Agriculture fixes the minimum buffer    norms    on quarterly basis 

3. Government also maintains the buffer stock of pulses along with major food grains. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 

  (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Buffer stock refers to a reserve of a commodity that is used to offset price 

fluctuations and unforeseen emergencies. Buffer stock is generally maintained for 

essential commodities and necessities like food grains, pulses etc. 

 

• The concept of buffer stock was first introduced during the IV Five Year Plan (1969-

74). 

 

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs fixes the minimum buffer norms on 

quarterly basis: i.e as on 1st April, 1st July, 1st October and 1st January of every 

financial year. 

 

• The latest norms set may be seen here. On 15 December 2015, it was decided by 

the Government to create a buffer stock of pulses of 1.5 lakh tonnes to control 

fluctuation of prices of pulses. 

 

• Government has engaged National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing 

Federation of India Limited (NAFED), Small Farmers Agri-business 

Consortium (SFAC) and Food Corporation of India (FCI) to procure pulses 

for buffer stock. 

 

 

28. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005 provides 

guarantee employment of 150 days for all age grou 

2. State Governments are responsible for identification of beneficiaries for Targeted 

Public Distribution Scheme (TPDS) and issue of ration car 

3. National Food Security Act also includes the provision of food- grains through 

Mid-Day Meal and integrated child development scheme. 

  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1 only 

 

Solution:  B 

 

• Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005 provides 

guarantee employment of 100 days for adult age group (18+). 

 

• State Governments are responsible for identification of beneficiaries for Targeted 

Public Distribution Scheme (TPDS) and issue of ration cards. Based on the 

quantum of population, center will allocate the food grains to state. 

 

• National Food Security Act includes the provision of foodgrains through Mid-

Day Meal and integrated child development scheme along with provision of ration 

for BPL and APL categories. 

 

 

29. ‘Gobindobhog rice’ recently awarded geographical identification (GI) status. In which 

of the following state Gobindobhog rice is grown ? 

 

  (a) Uttar Pradesh 

  (b) Andhra Pradesh 

  (c) West Bengal 

  (d) Karnataka 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Gobindobhog rice, a specialty from Burdwan district of West Bengal, has got 

the geographical indication (GI) status. The state government had applied for 

GI status for Gobindobhog rice on August 24, 2015. 

 

 

30. Which of the following are the possible impacts of Floods in India ? 

 

1. Destruction of natural vegetation 

2. Deposition of new soil on river banks 

3. Outbreak of communicable diseases 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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  (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 2 only 

  (d) 1 only 

 

Solution: A 

 

• All of the above are possible impacts of Floods. 

 

 

31. Which of the following country doesn’t share border with Afghanistan ? 

 

  (a) India 

  (b) Iran 

  (c) China 

  (d) Kazakhstan 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Kazakhstan doesn’t share border with Afghanistan. 

 

 

32. Desertification of landforms is the major concern of 21st century. In this context, 

consider the following statements regarding UN convention to combat desertification: 

 

1. It is legally binding framework to address problem of desertification. 

2. Convention specifically address tropical and evergreen forests. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those 

Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification is a Convention to 

combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought through national action 

programs that incorporate long-term strategies supported by international 

cooperation and partnership arrangements. 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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• It is specifically address semi-arid and arid areas than tropical and evergreen 

forests. 

 

 

33. Consider the following statements about the UN Commission on International Trade 

Law (UNCITRAL): 

 

1. Membership of UNCITRAL is structured so as to be representative of the world’s 

various geographic regions and its principal economic and legal systems. 

2. It works to ensure uniform interpretation and application of international 

conventions and uniform laws in the field of the law of international trade. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Commission_on_International_Trade

_Law  

 

 

34. Member countries of Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) are 

 

(a) India, Australia, Iran, Indonesia and Thailand 

(b) India, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa and Iraq 

(c) India, Egypt, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and New Zealand 

(d) India, China, Singapore, Mauritius and Madagascar 

 

Solution: A 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=183973  

 

 

35. Which of the following ideologies is closest to the “ASEAN Way” ? 

 

(a) Forming formal supra-national structures and institutions 

(b) Settling disputes by informal cooperative methods 

(c) Relying on cultural rather than economic force 

(d) Assisting the development of Least Development Countries (LDCs) 
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Solution: B 

 

• The ASEAN Way is defined a shared of norms, principles, and values governing the 

interactions of ASEAN member states. Keeping ASEAN together despite these 

deep cultural, economic and political differences – along with mistrust between 

different members – has always been an immense challenge. 

 

• Unlike other regional or international organizations, ASEAN possesses its own 

model of diplomatic engagement: the ASEAN Way. 

 

 

36. By a regulation in 1793, the District Collector was deprived of his judicial powers and 

made the collecting agent only. What was the reason for such regulation ? 

 

(a) Lord Cornwallis felt that the District Collector's efficiency of revenue collection 

would enormously increase without the burden of other work 

(b) Lord Cornwallis felt that judicial power should compulsorily be in the hands of 

Europeans while Indians can be given the job of revenue collection in the districts 

(c) Lord Cornwallis was alarmed at the extent of power concentrated in the District 

Collector and felt that such absolute power was undesirable in one person. 

(d) The judicial work demanded a deep knowledge of India and a good training in law 

and' Lord Cornwallis felt that District Collector should be only a revenue collector 

 

Solution: C 

 

• (Previous Year UPSC Question) 

 

 

37. With reference to India, consider the following 

 

1. Nationalization of Banks 

2. Formation of Regional Rural Banks 

3. Adoption of villages by Bank Branches 

 

Which of the above can be considered as steps taken to achieve the “financial inclusion” 

in India ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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• (Previous Year UPSC Question) 

 

 

38. A new type of EI Nino called EI Nino Modoki appeared in the news. In this context, 

consider the following statements 

 

1. Normal EI Nino forms in the Central Pacific ocean whereas EI Nino Modoki forms 

in Eastern Pacific ocean. 

2. Normal El Nino results in diminished hurricanes in the Atlantic ocean but El Nino 

Modoki results in a greater number of hurricanes with greater frequency. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

(Previous Year UPSC Question) 

 

 

39. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Biodiversity hotspots are located only in tropical regions. 

2. India has four biodiversity hotspots i.e., Eastern Himalayas, Western Himalayas, 

Western Ghats and Eastern Ghats. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

(Previous Year UPSC Question) 
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40. Which one of the following authorities makes recommendation to the Governor of a 

State as to the principles for determining the taxes and duties which may be appropriated 

by the Panchayats in that particular State ? 

 

(a) District Planning Committees 

(b) State Finance Commission 

(c) Finance Ministry of that State 

(d) Panchayati Raj Ministry of that State 

 

Solution: B 

 

(Previous Year UPSC Question) 

 

 

41. Consider the following statements 

 

1. National Park can be declared by state government via notification. 

2. A Biosphere Reserve is declared to conserve a few specific species of flora and 

fauna. 

3. In a Wildlife Sanctuary, limited biotic interference is permitted. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution:  C 

 

 

42. What is iLint which was in news recently ? 

 

(a) It is the world’s first hydrogen-powered passenger train. 

(b) It is a robot manufactured on the lines of Artificial Intelligence. 

(c) It the new prototype of Internet of Things by Google. 

(d) It is the world’s largest Fly-ash plant. 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Germany has rolled out world’s first hydrogen-powered passenger train. 

These locomotives named iLint trains emit zero emissions, making them eco-

friendly. 
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43. Global Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS) is released by an agency of 

the United Nations as a marker of 

 

(a) Epidemics 

(b) Food supply and demand alerts 

(c) Natural Hazards 

(d) Wars and genocide 

 

Solution: B 

 

• It is released by the FAO. The Global Information and Early Warning 

System on Food and Agriculture (GIEWS) was created by the Committee 

on World Food Security (CFS) as a response to the generalized food crisis of 

the early 1970s. 

 

• Over the years, GIEWS has established itself as one of the world’s leading source 

of information on global food security. 

 

 

44. The Shakti Sthala Solar Park, one of the world’s largest solar parks is setup in which 

of the following states ? 

 

(a) Andhra Pradesh 

(b) Karnataka 

(c) Tamil Nadu 

(d) Kerala 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Shakti Sthala solar park – The first phase Shakti Sthala solar park having total 

capacity of 2,000 megawatts (MW) was inaugurated in drought-prone 

Pavagada region of Tumkur district, Karanataka. It is claimed to be world’s 

largest solar park. 

 

 

45. Recently, in which of the following state India’s first genetic bank for wildlife 

conservation was inaugurated ? 

 

  (a) Rajasthan 

  (b) Telangana 

  (c) Maharashtra 

  (d) Haryana 
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Solution: B 

 

• National Wildlife Genetic Resource Bank: National Wildlife Genetic 

Resource Bank was inaugurated at Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology’s 

(CCMB) Laboratory of Conservation of Endangered Species (LaCONES) facility in 

Hyderabad, Telangana. 

 

 

46. With reference to the Chalukya dynasty, consider the following statements 

 

1. Vatapi was the capital of Chalukya dynasty. 

2. Chinese visitor Huen Tsang visited Chalukya in the reign of Kirtivarman II. 

3. Last Chalukya king Kirtivarman II was defeated by Cholas. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Chinese visitor Huen Tsang visited Chalukya in the reign of Pulikeshi II 

 

• Last Chalukya king Kirtivarman II was defeated by Dandti Durga of Rashtrakutas. 

 

(Clarification for Previous Revision Tests) 

 

 

47. Consider the following statements regarding UN-REDD Programme 

 

1. It is a collaborative programme of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of 

the United Nations, UNDP and UNEP. 

2. The incentives received from REDD to developing countries would be passed on to 

the local communities involved in the protection and management of the forest. 

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: C 

 

• All the statements are correct regarding REDD 

 

https://www.un-redd.org/  

 

(Clarification for Previous Revision Tests) 

 

 

48. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Area of Pacific Ocean is more than all other oceans combined. 

2. More diversity of landforms can be observed in oceans than continents. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Although Pacific Ocean is the largest ocean than other oceans, its area is far lesser 

than all other oceans area combined. 

 

• Continental slope, Guyots, Trenches and other landforms can be observed in the 

ocean which is far diverse than the continents. 

 

Ocean                  Sq.Miles 

 

• Pacific Ocean    60,060,700 

 

• Atlantic Ocean   29,637,900 

 

• Indian Ocean      26,469,500 

 

• Southern Ocean 7,848,300 

 

• Arctic Ocean       5,427,000 

 

https://www.infoplease.com/world/world-geography/oceans-and-seas  
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(Clarification for Previous Revision Tests) 

 

 

49. Which of the following state is the original habitat of Bru Tribes ? 

 

  (a) West Bengal 

  (b) Arunachal Pradesh 

  (c) Tripura 

  (d) Assam 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Reang or Bru are one of the 21 scheduled tribes of the Indian state of Tripura. 

The Bru can be found all over the Tripura state in India. However, they may also 

be found in Mizoram, Assam, Manipur. They speak the Reang dialect of Bru 

language which is of Tibeto-Burmese origin and is locally referred to as Kau Bru. 

 

• A bout of ethnic violence forced thousands of people from the Bru tribe to leave 

their homes in Mizoram. As many as 32,876 people belonging to 5,407 families are 

living in the refugee camps in the Jampui Hills of Tripura. 

 

(Clarification for Previous Revision Tests) 

 

 

50. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Right against phone tapping is implicit under Article 21 

2. Freedom to form association or unions is guaranteed by Article 19 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• The Right against Phone tapping comes under Right to Freedom of speech and 

expression (Art 19) 

 

• Freedom to form association or unions is guaranteed by Article 19. 
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(Clarification for Previous Revision Tests) 

 

 

(Day 71) 
 

51. Consider the following pairs 

List I  List II 

1. Okavango basin : Africa 

2. Downs Grassland : Europe 

3. Lake Titicaca : South America 

 

Which of the pairs given above is/are matched correctly ? 

 

  (a) 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 1 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) None 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Downs grassland is located in Australia. 

 

 

52. Which of the following processes are responsible for the evolution of the present 

atmosphere ? 

 

1. Solar storms 

2. Degassing 

3. Photosynthesis 

 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Early atmosphere of the Earth is largely shaped by volcanism – Degassing i.e. 

liberation of gases from the interior of the Earth. 
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• Gradually the early atmosphere consisting of hydrogen and helium is largely wiped 

out by the solar storms. Then, due to the photosynthesis process by cyanobacteria 

and algae – oxygen has been added to the atmosphere. 

• So, solar storm, degassing and photosynthesis were responsible for the evolution 

of present day atmosphere. 

 

 

53. We always see the same side of the moon from Earth. Why ? 

 

(a) Revolution period of the moon is equal to the revolution period of the Earth. 

(b) Moon doesn’t rotate around its own axis and remains stationary. 

(c) Moon revolves around the Earth at the same speed as it rotates around its own 

axis. 

(d) Both Moon and Earth has same rotational speed. 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

54. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Cyclones originate at the area of low pressure, while anticyclones originate at high 

pressure area. 

2. Cyclones brings stability in the atmosphere, while anticyclones bring instability in 

the prevailing region. 

3. Cyclones direction is anticlockwise in southern hemisphere, while anticyclones 

takes clockwise direction in the same hemisphere. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 3 only 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Cyclone brings instability in the atmosphere and its direction is clockwise in 

southern hemisphere. Anticyclone has opposite features to it. 
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55. With reference to the atmosphere, consider the following statements: 

 

1. 99% of earth’s atmosphere is confined to the height of 320 km from earth’s surface. 

2. Hydrogen and Oxygen were the major constituents of early atmosphere. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

• It is 32 km not 320 km. 

 

• Oxygen was not present in the early atmosphere. It evolved only after 

photosynthesis. 

 

 

56. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Albedo refers to the ratio between the total solar radiation falling on the surface 

and the amount observed. 

2. Fresh snow has highest albedo. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Total solar radiation is reflected, not been observed. ➔ Conscious reading 

 

 

57. With reference to the temperature pattern of ocean surface, consider the following 

statements 

 

1. Temperature decreases with increasing latitude 

2. Highest temperature is recorded at equator 
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Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Although, equator receives highest insolation. Presence of clouds and dense 

atmosphere impact the rate of insolation. 

• Tropical Region records highest temperature due to clear sky and high 

insolation. 

 

 

58. Occasional weak monsoons in Indian ocean is usually associated with 

 

(a) La Nina 

(b) Movement of Jet Stream 

(c) Greenhouse effect at global level 

(d) El Nino and Southern Oscillations 

 

Solution: D 

 

https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/ninonina.html  

 

 

59. Consider the following pairs: 

Geographical Feature  Region 

1. Pampas - Tropical  Grassland in  South America 

2. Great Artesian Basin - Africa 

3. Zagros Mountain - West Asia 

4. Kalahari Desert - Australia 

Which of the pair given above is correctly matched ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) None 
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Solution: C 

 

• Pampas is a temperate grassland present in Argentina, Great Artesian Basin is in 

Australia and Kalahari desert is in Africa. 

 

 

60. Generally, latitude and longitudes are used to locate exact position of the place. In 

this context, which of the following statement is correct ? 

 

(a) Distance between the two longitudes remains constant. 

(b) Places located on same latitude are at same distance from Greenwich Meridian. 

(c) Distance between the two latitudes often varies. 

(d) Places located on the same longitude normally has same time zone. 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Distance between the longitudes maximum at equator and minimum at poles. It 

decreases from equator to pole. 

• No relation between latitude – distance and Greenwich meridian. 

• Distance between two latitude remains constant. 

 

 

61. What is the difference between a CFL and an LED lamp ? 

 

1. To produce light, a CFL uses mercury vapour and phosphor while an LED lamp 

uses semi-conductor material. 

2. The average life span of a CFL is much longer than that of an LED lamp. 

3. A CFL is less energy-efficient as compared to an LED lamp. 

  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only. 

  (b) 2 and 3 only. 

  (c) 1 and 3 only. 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3. 

 

Solution: C 

 

(Previous Year UPSC Question) 
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62. Mahatma Gandhi said that some of his deepest convictions were reflected in a book 

titled, “unto this last” and the book transformed his life. What was the message from the 

book that transformed Mahatma Gandhi ? 

 

(a) Uplifting the oppressed and poor is the moral responsibility of an educated man 

(b) The good of individual is contained in the good of all. 

(c) The life of celibacy and spiritual pursuit are essential for a noble life. 

(d) All the statements (a), (b) and (c) are correct in this context 

 

Solution: B     

 

(Previous Year UPSC Question) 

 

 

63. Consider the following statements 

 

1. In India, a metropolitan planning committee is constituted under the provisions 

of the Constitution of India. 

2. Prepares the draft development plans for metropolitan area. 

3. Has the sole responsibility for implementing government sponsored schemes in 

the metropolitan area. 

  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only. 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only. 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3. 

 

Solution: A 

 

(Previous Year UPSC Question) 

 

 

64. What is the difference between “vote-on-account” and interim budget ? 

 

1. The provision of a “vote-on-account” is used by a regular government, while an 

“interim budget” is a provision used by a caretaker government 

2. A “vote-on-account” only deals with the expenditure in Government’s budget, 

while an “interim budget” includes both expenditure and receipts. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 
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  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

(Previous Year UPSC Question) 

 

 

65. An artificial satellite orbiting around the earth does not fall down. This is so because 

the attraction of earth ? 

 

(a) Does not exist at such distance. 

(b) Is neutralized by the attraction of the moon. 

(c) Constant use of fuel to overcome the gravity. 

(d) Satellites are locked into speeds that defeats the download pull of gravity. 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

66. Tesla’s Blackhole machine, often seen in news is 

 

(a) to tackle mountains of waste in Ladakh 

(b) to observe black hole from high altitude region 

(c) to understand anomalies of gravity between various celestial objects in space. 

(d) None of the above 

 

Solution: A 

 

https://yourstory.com/2018/08/teslas-blackhole-to-swallow-waste-in-ladakh  

 

 

67. Consider the following statements regarding Vidyalakshmi Portal 

 

1. Portal has been developed under the guidance of Department of Financial Services 

and Department of Higher Education and Indian Banks Association. 

2. Students can view, apply and track the education loan applications to banks 

anytime, anywhere by accessing the portal 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 
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  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

https://www.vidyalakshmi.co.in/Students/about-us  

 

 

68. Consider the following statements regarding Mentor India Campaign 

 

1. It is launched by Ministry of Skill and Development. 

2. It is a strategic nation building initiative to engage leaders who can guide and 

mentor students at more than 900 Atal Tinkering Labs. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=170154  

 

 

69. Artificial Moon, often seen in news in the recent past, will be launched by 

 

  (a) North Korea 

  (b) Brazil 

  (c) China 

  (d) Iran 

 

Solution: C 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/what-is-the-artificial-moon-planned-in-

china-5413449/  

 

 

70. Consider the following statements regarding International Civil Aviation 

Organization 

 

1. It is a UN specialized agency, established by States in 1944 to manage the 

administration and governance of the Convention on International Civil Aviation. 
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2. It works with member States and industry groups to support safe, efficient, secure, 

economically sustainable and environmentally responsible civil aviation sector. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

https://www.icao.int/about-icao/Pages/default.aspx  

 

 

71. Consider the following statements 

 

1. National Commission for Scheduled Castes has to investigate all matters relating 

to the constitutional and other legal safeguards for SCs and Anglo-Indian 

Community. 

2. No election commissioner has been removed from the office till now. 

3. UPSC serves all or any of the needs of a state on the request of the state governor 

and with the approval of the president of India. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• After constitutional amendment act for National Commission for Backward 

Classes (NCBC), National Commission for Scheduled Caste has to investigate 

matters related to SC and Anglo Indians only. Post amendment, NCBC investigates 

all matters relating to the constitutional and other legal safeguards for OBC’s. 

 

(Clarification for Previous Revision Tests) 
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72. Consider the following statements regarding Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, 

2017. 

 

1. It provides for full paid leave from work for a period of 12 weeks to take care of first 

child. 

2. Every establishment having 50 or more employees are required to have a 

mandatory creche facility. 

3. It makes mandatory for employers to educate women about the maternity benefits 

available to them at the time of their appointment. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 3 only 

  (b) 1, 2 and 3 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

Features of Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, 2017 

 

• It provides for full paid absence from work for a period of 26 weeks (earlier 

12 weeks) to take care of first 2 children. 

• To be eligible for maternity benefit, a woman must have been working as an 

employee in the establishment for a period of at least 80 days in the past 12 

months. 

• For women who are expecting after having 2 children, the duration of paid 

maternity leave shall be 12 weeks. 

• Maternity leave of 12 weeks also available to mothers adopting a child below the 

age of three months from the date of adoption as well as to the “commissioning 

mothers”. 

• The Act makes it mandatory for employers to educate women about the maternity 

benefits available to them at the time of their appointment. 

• The act is applicable to all those women employed in factories, mines and shops or 

commercial establishments employing 10 or more employees. 

https://www.icsi.edu/media/portals/22/Article%20on%20MBA%20Act,%202017.pdf  

 

It applies, in the first instance,– 

 

(a) to every establishment being a factory, mine or plantation including any such 

establishment belonging to Government and to every establishment wherein 

persons are employed for the exhibition of equestrian, acrobatic and other 

performances; 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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(b) to every shop or establishment within the meaning of any law for the time 

being in force in relation to shops and establishments in a State, in which ten or 

more persons are employed, or were employed, on any day of the preceding twelve 

months. 

 

http://www.ilo.org/dyn/travail/docs/678/maternitybenefitsact1961.pdf  

 

(Clarification for Previous Revision Tests) 

 

  

73. Consider the following statements. 

 

1. Delhi Dialogue is a premier annual event to discuss politico-security, the economic 

and socio-cultural engagement between India and ASEAN. 

2. Horizon 2020 is the biggest EU Research and Innovation programme to achieve 

more breakthroughs, discoveries and world-firsts by taking great ideas from the 

lab to the market. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Horizon 2020 is the biggest EU Research and Innovation programme 

ever with nearly €80 billion of funding available over 7 years (2014 to 2020) – in 

addition to the private investment that this money will attract. It promises more 

breakthroughs, discoveries and world-firsts by taking great ideas from the lab to 

the market. 

 

• Horizon 2020 is not a joint initiative of India and European Union. 

 

• Recently, Union Government and European Union (EU) have collaborated for 

research programme under Horizon 2020 to develop Next Generation Influenza 

vaccine to protect citizens across the globe. 

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/what-horizon-2020  

 

(Clarification for Previous Revision Tests) 
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74. Consider the following statements regarding Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) 

 

1. RCEP is proposed between the ten member states of the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the six states with which ASEAN has existing FTAs. 

2. RCEP is viewed as an alternative to the TPP11 trade agreement, which excludes 

China and India. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• US is not part of TPP. 

 

(Clarification for Previous Revision Tests) 

 

 

75. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) is celebrated every year to strengthen the 

engagement of the overseas Indian community with the Government of India and 

reconnect them with their roots. 

2. During the Convention, selected overseas Indians are honored with the prestigious 

Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award to recognize their contributions to various fields 

both in India and abroad. 

3. The theme of PBD Convention 2019 is “Role of Indian Diaspora in building New 

India”. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 1 only 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Solution: A 
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• Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) is celebrated once in every two years to strengthen 

the engagement of the overseas Indian community with the Government of India 

and reconnect them with their roots. 

 

• During the Convention, selected overseas Indians are also honored with the 

prestigious Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award to recognize their contributions to 

various fields both in India and abroad. 

 

• The 15th PBD Convention is being held on 21-23 January 2019 in Varanasi, Uttar 

Pradesh. The theme of PBD Convention 2019 is “Role of Indian Diaspora in 

building New India. 

 

• Since 2015 its biennial event. However, the MEA website has not been updated. 

 

http://www.pbdindia.gov.in/en/about-us  

 

(Clarification for Previous Revision Tests) 
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(Day 72) 
 

76. Which of the following is a site for ex-situ method of conservation of flora ? 

 

  (a) Biosphere Reserve 

  (b) Botanical Garden 

  (c) National Park 

  (d) Wildlife Sanctuary 

 

Solution: B 

 

 

77. Consider the following pairs: 

Sacred Groves  Region 

1. Than - Assam 

2. Kavus - Kerala 

3. Devara Kadu - Andhra Pradesh 

 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Devara Kadu = Karnataka. 

 

 

78. Which of the following organisms are common pollinating agents in flowering 

Plants ? 

 

1. Bat 

2. Bees 

3. Wasp 

4. Ants 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
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  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

79. What is the correct order of the level of organization of ecology ? 

 

(a) Individual, Community, Population, Ecosystem, Biome and Biosphere. 

(b) Individual, Community, Population, Biome, Ecosystem and Biosphere. 

(c) Individual, Population, Community, Ecosystem, Biome and Biosphere. 

(d) Individual, Population, Community, Biome, Biosphere and Ecosystem. 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

80. Recently KATRIN Experiment was in news. Its objective is to 

 

(a) Measure the mass of Neutrino. 

(b) Develop a Drug to treat Ebola. 

(c) Measure Earthquake Waves. 

(d) Study the Big-bang phenomena. 

 

Solution: A 

 

KATRIN experiment 

 

• The KATRIN experiment is currently set up and commissioned on the Campus, 

North of the Karlsruhe Institute for Technology. 

• The experiment is collaboration between national and international partners with 

currently more than 150 scientists, engineers, technicians and students 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/scientists-seek-to-find-mass-of-ghost-

particle/article24137611.ece  

 

 

81. Middle Income Trap, which is often seen in news, is related to 

 

(a) Middle class in emerging economies find it difficult to make a transition to upper 

class. 

(b) Advanced economies have a negative balance of trade with emerging economies. 
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(c) High inflation persists along with growth in the middle income countries. 

(d) Middle income countries grow more slowly than what is expected at their level of 

income. 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

82. Consider the following statements regarding Black Carbon 

 

1. Black carbon is a component of particulate matter formed by the incomplete 

combustion of fossil fuels, wood and other fuels. 

2. Black carbon is a long-lived climate pollutant with a lifetime of several years. 

3. When deposited on ice and snow, black carbon and co-emitted particles increases 

the surface albedo. 

 

Which of the statements given above is /are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Black carbon is a short-lived climate pollutant with a lifetime of only days to weeks 

after release in the atmosphere. 

  

• When deposited on ice and snow, black carbon and co-emitted particles reduce 

surface albedo (the ability to reflect sunlight) and heat the surface. 

 

 

83. Consider the distribution of water on earth 

 

1. Ice caps hold more water than salt lakes and atmosphere combined. 

2. Groundwater is a richer source of water than both fresh water lakes and inland 

seas. 

3. Rivers hold more water than lakes. 

  

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 only 
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  (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Solution: A 

 
  

 

84. Consider the following statements regarding Natural Capital Accounting and 

Valuation of Ecosystem Services (NCAVES) 

 

1. It is funded by European Union and implemented by the United Nations Statistics 

Division. 

2. Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is the nodal agency for 

implementation of the project in India. 

3. Project aims to advance the knowledge agenda on environmental and ecosystem 

accounting. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The Social Statistics Division (SSD) of Central Statistics Office of Ministry of 

Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) is the nodal agency for 

implementation of the project in India. 

 

https://seea.un.org/content/natural-capital-accounting-and-valuation-ecosystem-

services-india  
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85. Consider the following statements regarding Intergovernmental Science-Policy 

Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) 

 

1. IPBES is often described as the IPCC for biodiversity. 

2. It is an independent intergovernmental body comprising around 130 member 

governments. 

3. IPBES is supported by UNEP, UNESCO, FAO and UNDP. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

https://www.ipbes.net/about  

 

 

86. In India, other than ensuring that public funds are used efficiently and for intended 

purpose, what is the importance of the office of the Comptroller and Auditor General 

(CAG) ? 

 

1. CAG exercises exchequer control on behalf of the Parliament when the President 

of India declares national emergency/financial emergency. 

2. CAG reports on the execution of projects or programmes by the ministries are 

discussed by the Public Accounts Committee. 

3. Information from CAG reports can be used by investigating agencies to press 

charges against those who have violated the law while managing public finances. 

4. While dealing with the audit and accounting of government companies, CAG has 

certain judicial powers for prosecuting those who violate the law. 

  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1, 3 and 4 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: C 

 

(Previous Year UPSC Question) 
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87. With reference to the Delimitation Commission, consider the following statements 

 

1. The orders of the Delimitation Commission cannot be challenged in a Court of Law. 

2. When the orders of the Delimitation Commission are laid before the Lok Sabha or 

State Legislative Assembly, they cannot effect any modifications in the orders. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

(Previous Year UPSC Question) 

 

 

88. How do District Rural Development Agencies (DRDAs) help in the reduction of rural 

poverty in India ? 

 

1. DRDAs act as Panchayati Raj Institutions in certain specified backward regions of 

the country. 

2. DRDAs undertake area-specific scientific study of the causes of poverty and 

malnutrition and prepare detailed remedial measures. 

3. DRDAs secure inter-sectoral and inter-departmental coordination and 

cooperation for effective implementation of anti-poverty programmes. 

4. DRDAs watch over and ensure effective utilization of the funds intended for anti-

poverty programmes. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 3 and 4 only 

  (c) 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: B 

 

(Previous Year UPSC Question) 
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89. The increasing amount of carbon dioxide in the air is slowly raising the temperature 

of the atmosphere, because it absorbs 

 

(a) the water vapour of the air and retains its heat 

(b) the ultraviolet part of the solar radiation 

(c) all the solar radiations 

(d) the infrared part of the solar radiation 

 

Solution: D 

 

(Previous Year UPSC Question) 

 

 

90. With reference to the religious history of medieval India, the Sufi mystics were known 

to pursue which of the following practices ? 

 

1. Meditation and control of breath 

2. Severe ascetic exercises in a lonely place 

3. Recitation of holy songs to arouse a state of ecstasy in their audience 

 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

(Previous Year UPSC Question) 

 

 

91. With reference to consumers’ rights/ privileges under the provisions of law in India, 

which of the following statements is/are correct ? 

 

1. Consumers are empowered to take samples for food testing. 

2. When a consumer files a complaint in any consumer forum, no fee is required to 

be paid. 

3. In case of death of a consumer, his/her legal heir can file a complaint in the 

consumer forum on his/her behalf. 

 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

 

  (a) 1 only 
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  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

92. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Operation Samudra Maitri is to assist the survivors of earthquake and consequent 

Tsunami in Central Sulawesi province of Indonesia. 

2. Missile Prahaar is a surface-to-surface short-range tactical ballistic missile 

developed by DRDO with a strike range is 150 km 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

93. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Kepler space telescope is a retired space telescope launched by NASA to discover 

Earth-size planets orbiting other stars. 

2. Dawn is a retired space probe launched by NASA for studying proto planets namely 

Vesta and Ceres. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 
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94. Consider the following statements regarding Bisphenol-A (BPA) 

 

1. BPA is commonly used to coat the insides of food cans, bottle tops and water supply 

lines 

2. BPA is an endocrine system disruptor and also contributes to high blood pressure. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

Bisphenol A (BPA): 

 

• BPA is commonly used to coat the insides of food cans, bottle tops and water supply 

lines, and was once a component of baby bottles. 

 

• Concerns: While BPA that seeps into food and drink is considered safe in low 

doses, prolonged exposure is suspected of affecting the health of children and 

contributing to high blood pressure. 

 

Tiny spheres to trap BPA- how they function? 

 

• The micron-sized spheres developed resemble tiny flower-like collections of 

titanium dioxide petals. 

 

• The supple petals provide plenty of surface area for researchers to anchor 

cyclodextrin — a benign sugar-based molecule often used in food and drugs. 

 

• It has a two-faced structure, with a hydrophobic (water-avoiding) cavity and a 

hydrophilic (water-attracting) outer surface. 

 

• BPA is hydrophobic and naturally attracted to the cavity. Once trapped, reactive 

oxygen species (ROS) produced by the spheres degrades BPA into harmless 

chemicals. 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 www.insightsactivelearn.com 

www.insightsonindia.com  50 PRELIMS 2019 

 
 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 www.insightsactivelearn.com 

www.insightsonindia.com  51 PRELIMS 2019 

95. Consider the following statements regarding Integrated Disease Surveillance 

Programme (IDSP) 

 

1. It is disease surveillance scheme under National Health Mission, under the 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

2. IDSP portal is a one stop portal which has facilities for data entry, view reports, 

outbreak reporting, data analysis, training modules and resources related to 

disease surveillance. 

3. It is supported by Asian Development Bank 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

• It is supported by World Bank. 

 

 

96. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Atal Tinkering Labs are dedicated works spaces where postgraduate students learn 

innovation skills and develop ideas that will go on to transform India. 

2. The labs are powered to acquaint students with state-of-the-art equipment such as 

3D printers, robotics & electronics development tools, IoT & sensors etc. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Atal Tinkering Labs are dedicated works spaces where students (Class 6th to 

Class 12th) learn innovation skills and develop ideas that will go on to transform 

India. 
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• The labs are powered to acquaint students with state-of-the-art equipment such as 

3D printers, robotics & electronics development tools, IoT & sensors etc. The lab 

activities are designed to spur the spark of creativity, and go beyond regular 

curriculum and text book learning. The labs will let students explore skills of future 

such as design and computational thinking, adaptive learning and artificial 

intelligence. 

 

http://aim.gov.in/atal-tinkering-labs.php  

 

(Clarification for Previous Revision Tests) 

 

 

97. Consider the following statements regarding James Webb Telescope 

 

1. It is an international collaboration between NASA, European Space Agency (ESA) 

and the Canadian Space Agency (CSA). 

2. It is a successor instrument to the Hubble Space Telescope. 

3. After its launch, it will be in orbit around the Earth positioned at 800 km above 

earth’s surface. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 1 only 

  (c) 1 and 2 only 

  (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The James Webb Space Telescope will not be in orbit around the Earth, like the 

Hubble Space Telescope is – it will actually orbit the Sun, 1.5 million kilometers (1 

million miles) away from the Earth at what is called the second Lagrange point or 

L2. 

 

https://jwst.nasa.gov/comparison_about.html  

 

https://jwst.nasa.gov/about.html  

 

(Clarification for Previous Revision Tests) 
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98. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Antrix Corporation Limited is the commercial arm of ISRO wholly owned by 

Government of India 

2. The business activities of Antrix includes marketing of data from Indian remote 

sensing satellites. 

3. Space commission of India is headed by chairman of ISRO 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a)  1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

(Clarification for Previous Revision Tests) 

 

 

99. Consider the following statements regarding Bharat Rang Mahotsav 

 

1. It is organised biennially by the National School of Drama. 

2. It is international festival showcasing the work of the most creative theatre workers 

of India and other countries. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Bharat Rang Mahotsav (BRM), the annual international theatre festival 

of India is organized by the National School of Drama (NSD), was 

established two decades ago to stimulate the growth and development of theatre 

across India. Originally a national festival showcasing the work of the most creative 

theatre workers in India, BRM has evolved to international scope, hosting theatre 

groups from around the world, and is now the largest theatre festival of Asia. 

 

(Clarification for Previous Revision Tests) 
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100. ISRO had recently launched ‘South Asia satellite’ with respect to this consider the 

following statements 

 

1. It is a communication and meteorological satellite which will be placed in 

geostationary orbit. 

2. It will be used by all the countries of SAARC 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Pakistan did not join the project, stating that it was working on its own satellite, 

but did offer “monetary and technical support”. India rejected Pakistani offers, 

saying that it wanted the project to be a “gift” and multi-national collaboration 

would be time consuming. 

 

• As a result, Pakistan declined to participate in the project. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/printrelease.aspx?relid=161611  

 

(Clarification for Previous Revision Tests) 
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