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Solutions – (Day 57) 
 

 

1. The motive behind Shah Jahan’s Balkh campaign was to 

 

(a) secure a friendly ruler in Balkh and Badakshan which bordered Kabul 

(b) conquer Samarqand and Farghana, the Mughal homelands 

(c) fix the Mughal frontier on the 'scientific line', the Amu Daria 

(d) expand the Mughal Empire beyond the subcontinent 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The motive behind Shah Jahan’s Balkh and Badakshan campaign in central 

Asia was to secure the defence of North-West India. 

 

 

2. With reference to medieval history of India, which of the following statements is/are 

correct about Sher Shah Suri ? 

 

1. He revived the system of Dagh and Chehra. 

2. He built a road to strengthen and consolidate his empire from the Indus Valley to 

the Sonar Valley in Bengal. 

3. He introduced a gold coin called “Dam”. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Sher Shah introduced a copper coin called ―Dam. 

 

 

3. With reference to the Chalukya dynasty, consider the following statements 

 

1. Vatapi was the capital of Chalukya dynasty. 

2. Chinese visitor Huen Tsang visited Chalukya in the reign of Kirtivarman II. 

3. Last Chalukya king Kirtivarman II was defeated by Cholas. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Chinese visitor Huen Tsang visited Chalukya in the reign of Pulikeshi II 

 

 

4. With reference to Muhammad Tughlaq, consider the following statements: 

 

1. He transferred his capital from Delhi to Bhopal. 

2. He introduced ‘token currency’. 

3. Jinaprabha Suri was contemporary of Muhammad Tughlaq. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Muhammad bin Tughluq was the Sultan of Delhi from 1325 to 1351. In 

1327, Tughluq passed an order to shift the capital from Delhi to Daulatabad 

in the Deccan region. Tughluq said that it would help him to establish control 

over the fertile land of the Deccan plateau and to create a more accessible capital 

since his empire had grown more in the south. 

 

 

5. Which of the following works is/are the literary works of Kalidasa ? 

 

1. Malavikagnimitram 

2. Mudrarakshasam 

3. Ritusamharam 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 3 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

There are mainly seven works. 

 

1. Abhijnana shakuntalam 

2. Maalavikaagnimitram 

3. Raghuvamsha 

4. Meghadoota 

5. Vikramorvasheeyam 

6. Kumaarasambhava 

7. Ritusamhaara 

 

 

6. With reference to Delhi Sultanate, who were the bandagan ? 

 

  (a) Royal spies posted to other kingdoms 

  (b) Translators and scribes hired by the royalty 

  (c) Cavalrymen deputed to hilly regions 

  (d) Special slaves purchased for military service 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The consolidation of a kingdom as vast as the Delhi Sultanate needed reliable 

governors and administrators. Rather than appointing aristocrats and landed 

chieftains as governors, the early Delhi Sultans, especially Iltutmish, favoured their 

special slaves purchased for military service, called bandagan in Persian. 

 

 

7. In medieval India, takkavi loans were given in order to 

 

  (a) Improve agriculture 

  (b) Build religious shrines 

  (c) Construct flood saving embankments in cities 

  (d) Serve sovereign debt 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Takkavi loans were a measure of reprieve taken after few suppressing moves of 

Tughlaq. In order to overcome financial difficulties in his empire, Muhammad bin 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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Tughlaq increased the land revenue on the farmers of Doab (land between Ganges 

and Yamuna rivers). 

 

 

8. Consider the following about statements regarding the reign of Firoz Tughlaq. 

 

1. He strictly followed the advice of the ulemas in running the administration. 

2. The iqta system was made hereditary. 

3. He was the first Sultan to impose irrigation tax. 

 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The reign of Firoz Tughlaq was more notable for his administration. He strictly 

followed the advice of the ulemas in running the administration. He pleased the 

nobles and assured hereditary succession to their properties. 

 

• Thus the iqta system was not only revived but also it was made hereditary. As per 

the Islamic law he levied the taxes. Jiziya was strictly imposed on non-Muslims. 

He was the first Sultan to impose irrigation tax. But at the same time he dug 

irrigation canals and wells. 

 

 

9. Unani system of medicine was introduced to India 

 

(a) During the reign of Mughals 

(b) With the establishment of Delhi Sultanate 

(c) During the reign of Maurya 

(d) During the rule of the Kushanas and Indo Greeks 

 

Solution: B 

 

• The term Unani (Greek) means Perso-Arabic system of medicine. It was 

introduced to India in 13th century with the establishment of Delhi Sultanate. 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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• Unani system of medicine is the term for Perso-Arabic traditional medicine as 

practiced in Mughal India and in Muslim culture in South Asia and modern day 

Central Asia. 

 

 

10. In the Rashtrakuta rule, ‘hiranya-garbha’ sacrifice was done in order to 

 

(a) Donate land to Brahmins 

(b) Start excavation for establishing a new empire 

(c) To convert the caste of an individual to Kshatriya 

(d) To wage a war against enemy territory. 

 

Solution: C 

 

• These rituals were popular with subordinate samantas who later overpowered 

their emperors and became rulers. 

 

• One such instance was that of the Rashtrakutas in the Deccan. Initially they were 

subordinate to the Chalukyas of Karnataka. 

 

 

11. Consider the following statements regarding Strategic Trade Authorisation-1 (STA-1) 

 

1. India has become the first Asian country to get the STA-1. 

2. It paves the way for high-technology product sales to India particularly in civil 

space and defence sectors. 

3. Traditionally, the U.S. has placed only those countries in the STA-1 list who are 

members of the four export control regimes. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• India has become the third Asian country after Japan and South Korea to get the 

Strategic Trade Authorisation-1 (STA-1) status after the U.S. issued a federal 

notification to this effect, paving the way for high-technology product sales to New 

Delhi, particularly in civil space and defence sectors. 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/india-third-asian-nation-to-get-sta-1-

status-from-us/article24603607.ece  

 

 

12. Consider the following statements regarding Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) 

 

1. Defence Acquisition Council under the Defence Minister was constituted for 

overall guidance of the defence procurement planning process. 

2. Chief of Army, Navy and Air staff are the members of DAC. 

3. It conducts the field trial evaluation. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelcontent.aspx?relid=22958  

 

 

13. Consider the following pairs 

Place  Largely Known For 

1. Jajmau - Leather Industry 

2. Ilkal - Silk Saree 

3. Moradabad - Brass Handicrafts 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

14. Consider the following statements regarding Islands Development agency 

 

1. It was constituted in 2017 for preserving the natural eco-system and addressing 

the security concerns. 
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2. It is a statutory body constituted under Island Development Act. 

3. It is headed by Defence Minister. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 1 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) None 

 

Solution: B 

 

• It is non-statutory body. It is headed by Home Minister. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=168895  

 

 

15. Which of the following countries shares border with Baltic Sea ? 

 

1. Russia 

2. Sweden 

3. United Kingdom 

4. Norway 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  (b) 2 and 4 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: D 
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16. Consider the following pairs 

List I  List II 

1. Kyongnosla Alpine sanctuary - Assam 

2. Netra and Phalcon - Airborne Early Warning and Control System 

3. Sarvamoola Granth - Shankaracharya 

Which of the pairs given above is/are matched correctly ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Kyongnosla Alpine sanctuary is in Sikkim. 

 

• Sarvamoola Granth is authored by Madhvacharya. 

 

 

17. Consider the following statements regarding New Delhi Metallo-beta-lactamase-1 

 

1. It is an enzyme that makes bacteria resistant to a broad range of beta-lactam 

antibiotics. 

2. It was first detected in New Delhi over a decade back. 

3. Now, scientists have found this superbug gene in Svalbard. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/new-delhi-superbug-gene-reaches-the-

arctic/article26114270.ece  
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18. Project RIPE, often seen in news, is related to 

 

(a) It is an effort by scientists to improve the efficiency of photosynthesis in plants. 

(b) It is an effort by horticultural department to ripen the fruits in controlled 

atmosphere. 

(c) Mission conducted by Indian army to deploy missiles at undisclosed locations in 

Indian Ocean. 

(d) None of the statements given above (a), (b) and (c) are correct. 

 

Solution: A 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/mariculture-is-as-important-for-india-as-

agriculture/article26291091.ece  

 

 

19. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Space harpoon is a British led research project to test various space junk removal 

technologies. 

2. The Prerana Project is a Farmers’ Mental Health Service Programme aims to curb 

farmers’ suicide. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

Solution: C 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/space-harpoon-that-captures-junk-

tested/article26292849.ece  

 

 

20. Consider the following statements regarding ‘Aero India’ 

 

1. Aero India is a biennial air show and aviation exhibition held in Bengaluru. 

2. It is organised by the Indian Air Force. 

3. The first edition of the air show was held in 1990’s. 

 

Which of the statement given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 
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  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Aero India is a biennial air show and aviation exhibition held in 

Bengaluru, India at the Yelahanka Air Force Station. It is organised by the 

Defence Exhibition Organisation, Ministry of Defence. 

 

• The logo for Aero India 2019 is inspired by the Tejas Light Combat Aircraft (LCA). 

 

• The tagline for Aero India 2019, “The Runway to a Billion Opportunities” 

was created to communicate India’s value proposition in addressing the immense 

opportunities in the Aerospace and Aviation sectors in India today. 

 

http://aeroindia.gov.in/About-The-Show  

 

 

21. Consider the following statements regarding Middle East Security Alliance 

 

1. It is a proposed U.S. sponsored alliance of Arab countries on the lines of North 

Atlantic Treaty Organisation. 

2. Prospective MESA member states are Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait and 

Iran. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Prospective MESA member states are Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, the 

United Arab Emirates, Oman, Jordan, and Egypt. (Actually it is built against 

Iran). It is often referred to as the “Arab NATO”. 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-new-order-in-west-

asia/article26378975.ece  
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22. Shahid Beheshti University, Farzad-B gas plant, often seen in news is located in 

 

  (a) Saudi Arabia 

  (b) Iran 

  (c) Iraq 

  (d) Turkmenistan 

 

Solution: B 

 

 

23. Consider the following statements regarding Corporate Social Responsibility 

 

1. Under Companies Act, 2013 any company with a net worth of the company to be 

Rs 500 crore or more has to spend at least 2% of last 3 years average net profits on 

CSR activities. 

2. The provisions of CSR are not applicable to foreign companies. 

3. If the company did not spend CSR, it has to disclose the reason for not spending, 

if not it leads to the cancellation of license. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 1 only 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The provisions of CSR are applicable to foreign companies also. If the company did 

not spend CSR, it has to disclose the reason for not spending. There is no clause 

for cancellation of license. 

 

 

24. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Xaxa committee had been constituted by Union government to assess the 

conditions of minority in India. 

2. Manuratna is a high yield rice variety developed by the Agricultural Research 

Station (ARS) in Kerala. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Xaxa committee had been constituted by Union government to assess the 

conditions of tribes in India. 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/kerala-plans-fine-tuning-for-high-

yielding-rice-variety/article26348175.ece  

 

 

25. Which of the following sites in India has coppers deposits ? 

 

1. Chapri Sideshwar 

2. Surda and Khetri 

3. Malanjkhand 

4. Kolihan 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 2 and 4 only 

  (c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Copper deposits can be found in all the above sites. 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/hind-copper-

interview/article26358241.ece 

 

(Day 58) 
 

26. With reference to ‘Kathakali Dance’, consider the following statements: 

 

1. It generally represents the eternal conflict between good and evil. 

2. It is performed by both men and women. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 
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  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Most Kathakali recitals are a grand representation of the eternal conflict 

between good and evil. 

 

• It draws its themes from the stories narrated in the epics and the puranas. 

It is also called as the ‘ballad of the east’. Kathakali is essentially an all-male 

troupe performance. 

 

 

27. Which of the following temples do have ‘Nagara Style of Architecture’ ? 

 

1. Sun Temple at Konark 

2. Kandariya Mahadeva temple 

3. Modhera Sun temple 

4. Ladkhan temple at Aihole 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Ladkhan temple at Aihole do have Vesara style of architecture. 

 

 

28. Consider the following pairs 

Vedangas  Description 

1. Nirukta - Metrics in Sanskrit Grammar 

2. Chhanda - Etymology or the origin of the words 

3. Jyotisya - Astronomy 

4. Vyakarana - Grammar 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched ? 
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  (a) 1, and 2 only 

  (b) 3 and 4 only 

  (c) 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: B 

 

• To understand the Vedas better, it is necessary to study the Vedangas or the 

branches/limbs of the Veda. They are like a supplement to the original Veda and 

concentrate on topics like siksha (education), nirukta (etymology or the origin 

of words), Chhanda (metrics in Sanskrit grammer), jyotisha (astronomy) and 

vyakarana (grammar). 

 

 

29. Consider the following pairs: 

Martial Art  Originated State 

1. Kalaripayattu - Kerala 

2. Inbuan - Mizoram 

3. Thang –ta - Manipur 

4. Gatka - Punjab 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b)1, 3 and 4 only 

  (c) 2 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

30. Recently, Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) discovered 254 coins in the premises 

of Khirki Mosque. The mosque is located in 

 

  (a) Delhi 

  (b) Ajmer 

  (c) Fatehpur Sikri 

  (d) Golconda 

 

Solution: A 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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• The Archaeological Survey of India (Delhi Circle) of Ministry of Culture has 

discovered a hoard of 254 Copper Coins in the premises of Khirki Mosque during 

the course of conservation of the monument. 

 

• This mosque lies on the southern periphery of the village Khirki. The mosque was 

built by Khan-i-Jahan Junan Shah, the Prime Minister of Firoz Shah Tughluq 

(1351-88), and is believed to be one of the seven mosques built by him. 

 

 

31. ‘My Son Sanctuary’, the famous UNESCO World Heritage Centre is located in 

 

  (a) Cambodia 

  (b) Vietnam 

  (c) Indonesia 

  (d) Myanmar 

 

Solution: B 

 

• My Son Sanctuary Complex: Between the 4th and 13th centuries a unique 

culture which owed its spiritual origins to Indian Hinduism developed on the 

coast of contemporary Viet Nam. This is graphically illustrated by the remains 

of a series of impressive tower-temples located in a dramatic site that was the 

religious and political capital of the Champa Kingdom for most of its existence 

 

 

32. Qutub Minar is built in the memory of 

 

  (a) Illtumish 

  (b) Qutubddin Aibak 

  (c) Qutbuddin Bakthiyar 

  (d) None of the above 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Qutbuddin Aibak started the construction of Qutub Minar after the name of a 

famous Sufi saint Khwaja Qutbuddin Bakthiyar. It was later completed by 

Iltutmish. 

 

• Qutub Minar also demonstrates the influence of Sufism in that period 
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33. Consider the following with reference to Central Indian paintings. 

 

1. They take inspiration from Indian epics and religious texts. 

2. They developed as an anti-Sanskrit cult to promote culture of tribal regions. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The cults of Vaishnavism, Saivism and Sakti exercised tremendous influence on 

the pictorial art of these places. Among these the cult of Krishna was the most 

popular one which inspired the patrons and artists. 

 

 

34. Which of the following are major features of Chola age paintings ? 

 

1. They were often done on temple panels. 

2. They show narrations and aspects related to Lord Shiva. 

3. They avoid depictions of humans and plants. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Chola Paintings included humans and plants also. 

 

 

35. Which of the following saints belonged to Telangana region 

 

1. Nimbarka 

2. Vallabhacharya 

3. Surdas 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) None of the Above 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Nimbarka was from east Maharashtra. 

 

• Vallabha was born in an Indian Telugu family that had been living in Varanasi, 

who escaped to the Champaran of Chhattisgarh state. 

 

• Surdas was the disciple of Vallabhacharya and he popularized Krishna cult in 

north India. 

 

 

36. Consider the following statements regarding Rashtrakutas 

 

1. The Rashtrakuta Dynasty was a royal Indian dynasty ruling large parts of southern, 

central and northern India between the sixth and the thirteenth centuries. 

2. Amoghavarsha I was the one of the most famous king of this dynasty and believed 

to wrote Kavirajamarga, a landmark literary work in the Kannada language. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

(Clarification for the yesterday’s revision quiz on chalukyas.) 

 

• Dantidurga had defeated the Chalukyas not Cholas. 

 

 

37. Consider the following statements about domestic systemically important bank (D-

SIB). 

 

1. RBI declares only public sector banks as domestic systemically important bank. 
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2. Banks become systemically important due to their size, cross-jurisdictional 

activities and interconnection. 

3. Banks whose assets exceed 2% of GDP are considered part of this group. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• SBI, ICICI and HDFC are Systemically Important Banks. D-SIB means that 

the bank is too big to fail. According to the RBI, some banks become 

systemically important due to their size, cross-jurisdictional activities, complexity 

and lack of substitute and interconnection. 

 

• Banks whose assets exceed 2% of GDP are considered part of this group. The RBI 

stated that should such a bank fail, there would be significant disruption to the 

essential services they provide to the banking system and the overall economy. 

 

 

38. Consider the following statements regarding Glyphosate. 

 

1. It is an insecticide used to target cotton bollworm. 

2. Recently Kerala government banned the sale and distribution of Glyphosate. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Glyphosate is an herbicide. It is applied to the leaves of plants to kill both 

broadleaf plants and grasses. The Kerala government has banned the sale 

and distribution of the weed-killer Glyphosate and all products containing it citing 

its harmful effects on human health and the environment. 

 

• Glyphosate tops the sales charts among weedicides sold in the State. 
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39. World Press Freedom Index is released by 

 

(a) Reporters without borders 

(b) International Press Institute 

(c) IFEX 

(d) International Organisation of Journalists 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Reporters Without Borders, also known under its original name Reporters Sans 

Frontières, is an international non-profit, non-governmental organization based 

in Paris that conducts political advocacy on issues relating to freedom of 

information and freedom of the press. 

 

 

40. Consider the following statements 

 

1. 16+1 group is an initiative by the People’s Republic of China aimed at intensifying 

and expanding cooperation with EU Member States and Balkan countries. 

2. The P5+1 countries are a group of world powers negotiating with Iran, with the 

goal of limiting Iran’s nuclear weapons capacity. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

http://ceec-china-latvia.org/  

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/road-through-rome/article26475341.ece  

 

 

41. UN Security Council 1267 Resolution, often seen in news, is related to 

 

(a) Efforts to include India as a permanent member of Security Council. 

(b) Efforts to put economic sanctions on Pakistan. 

(c) Efforts to include Masood Azhar into the global list of terrorists. 

(d) None of the above 
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Solution: C 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/un-designates-jem-chief-masood-

azhar-as-global-terrorist/article27002685.ece  

 

Additional Info: Resolution 2462 also affirms the Resolution 1373 that all countries 

shall prevent and suppress the financing of terrorist acts and refrain from providing any 

of support, active or passive, to entities or persons involved in terrorist acts. 

 

 

42. Consider the following statements regarding UN Security Council 1267 sanction 

committee 

 

1. 1267 sanctions committee also known as The ISIL (Da-esh) and Al Qaida sanctions 

committee, oversees sanctions measures related to individuals, entities and 

groups, associated with the aforementioned organizations. 

2. Decision in committee is adopted only if no objection has been raised by the 

members against it. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/masood-azhar-a-critical-look-at-the-flawed-

sanctions-procedure-50248/  

 

 

43. Which of the following sites/places are present in ‘Pak-Occupied Kashmir”, an 

integral part of Jammu Kashmir state of India ? 

 

1. Balakot 

2. Muzzaffarabad 

3. Abbottabad 

4. Neelam Valley 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
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  (c) 2 and 4 only 

  (d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Abbottabad and Balakot are present in Pakistan. 

 

 

44. Consider the following statements regarding Species Survival commission 

 

1. It is a science-based network of more than 8,000 volunteer experts from almost 

every country of the world. 

2. It is an initiative of IUCN and its members include researchers, government 

officials and wildlife veterinarians. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

https://www.iucn.org/species/about/species-survival-commission  

 

 

45. Consider the following pairs 

Places in News  Located in 

1. Yongbyon nuclear site - Iran 

2. Arak Heavy Water Reactor - Syria 

3. Hanoi - Vietnam 

Which of the pairs given above is/are matched correctly ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 only 

  (d) 3 only 

 

Solution: D 
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• Yongbyon nuclear site - North Korea 

 

• Arak Heavy Water Reactor - Iran 

 

 

46. Consider the following statements 

 

1. The Oslo Accords are a set of agreements between the Government of Israel and 

the Palestine Liberation Organization. 

2. Just Fall, That’s All is a movement in Libya to ouster the president. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Just Fall, That’s All is a movement in Sudan to ouster the president. 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/promise-amidst-strife/article26439713.ece  

 

 

47. Global Electric Vehicle Outlook is published by 

 

(a) International Energy Agency 

(b) REN21 

(c) World Bank 

(d) World Economic Forum 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Global Electric Vehicle Outlook is published by International Energy 

Agency (IEA). 

 

 

48. Consider the following statements 

 

1. National Election Watch is a mechanism brought out by Election Commission of 

India to ensure free and fair elections of 17th Lok Sabha. 
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2. Association for Democratic Reforms is a non-partisan, non-governmental 

organization which works in the area of electoral and political reforms since 1999 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• National Election Watch (NEW) is a nationwide campaign comprising of 

more than 1200 NGOs and other citizen led organizations working together on 

electoral reforms, improving democracy and governance in India. 

 

https://adrindia.org/content/national-election-watch  

 

 

49. Consider the following statements 

 

1. According to new hydroelectric policy, large hydro projects will also be designated 

as renewable energy projects. 

2. Under this policy, power purchasers will have to source a portion of electricity from 

large hydro projects. 

3. The present share of hydro-power in the total generation capacity is around 25% 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 2 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The present share of hydro-power in the total generation capacity is around 13%. 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/large-hydro-projects-get-renewable-energy-

status/article26460181.ece  
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50. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Aravalli Hill range passes through 5 states. 

2. Garo Khasi and Jaintia hills form a part of peninsular block. 

3. Vindhya and Satpura range are the examples of Block Mountains. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 3 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Aravalli Hill range passes through 3 states and Delhi. 

 

 

(Day 59) 
 

51. Consider the following about the Bharat Rang Mahotsav 

 

1. It is organised biennially by the National School of Drama. 

2. It is national festival showcasing the work of the most creative theatre workers in 

India and abroad also. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=187962  

 

 

52. The most recent Indian cultural element to be inscribed on the UNESCO 

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity was 

 

  (a) Yoga 

  (b) Qawwali 
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  (c) Kumbh Mela 

  (d) Sowa-Rigpa 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

53. Recently a Spiritual Circuit in Kerala was started. In this context, consider the 

following statements 

 

1. Spiritual circuit comprises of three important pilgrimage centres of Sree 

Padmanabha Swamy Temple, Aranmula and Sabarimala in Kerala. 

2. The project is being implemented under the Swadesh Darshan scheme of the 

Ministry of Culture. 

3. The Sree Padmanabaswamy Temple is one of the 108 divyadesams of Lord Shiva. 

 

Which of the following given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/16/spiritual-circuit-in-kerala/  

 

 

54. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Apart from Rani-ki-Vav at Patan, no other site from Gujarat has been inscribed on 

the UNESCO World Heritage Site List. 

2. Pathan architecture is an austere style of architecture, the works related to which 

have been constructed only in Delhi. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 
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• Champaner-Pavagadh Archaeological Park is also a heritage site found in Gujarat. 

Pathan architecture works can be found in Ahmedabad also. 

 

 

55. Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding Karma Kagyu School 

 

1. It is one of the branches of Jainism. 

2. The Karma Kagyu inherited two very important streams of spiritual traditions 

namely Mahamudra and Kadampa. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• It is related to Tibetan Buddhism. 

 

https://www.karmapa.org/karma-kagyu/  

 

 

56. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Veerashaivas are a sub-sect of Shaivism and ardent followers of Lord Shiva. 

2. Veerashaivas succeded Basavanna, the founder of Lingayatism 

3. Veerashaivas do not worship any god other than Shiva. 

 

Which of the above statement/s is correct: 

 

  (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Basavanna succeeded Veerashaivas. 
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57. MANIYARO is a variety of folk dance of 

 

  (a) Maharashtra 

  (b) Tripura 

  (c) Gujarat 

  (d) Manipur 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

58. Originally a tribal dance, which originated from the forests of Odisha in the 18th 

century, it got the status of a martial art form in the 19th century: 

 

  (a) Chhau 

  (b) Thang-ta 

  (c) Gatka 

  (d) Silambam 

 

Solution: A 

 

 

59. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. The roots of the classical music of India are found the ancient Natyashastra. 

2. Indian classical music has foundational elements, Swara, raga and tala. 

3. The raga forms the fabric of a melodic structure, while the tala measures the time 

cycle. 

 

Which of the above statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1, 2 and 3 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Solution: A 

 

 

60. Consider the following statements 

 

o It is one of the oldest and grandest forms of Hindustani classical music. 

o It reached its zenith in the court of Emperor Akbar. 

o It includes use of sanskrit syllables and is of temple origin. 
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The above statements refer to 

 

  (a) Khyal 

  (b) Thumri 

  (c) Ghazal 

  (d) Dhrupad 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

61. Which one of the following pairs does not form part of the six systems of Indian 

Philosophy ? 

 

(a) Mimamsa and Vedanta 

(b) Nyaya and Vaisheshika 

(c) Lokayata and Kapalika 

(d) Sankhya and Yoga 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

62. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. The prestigious ‘National Tansen Samman’ is a musical award conferred to the 

exponents of Carnatic music 

2. Tansen is remembered for his epic Dhrupad composition 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• The award is given for Hindustani music 

 

 

63. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Ghumot, an indigenous earthen drum will soon be notified as a heritage 

instrument of Maharashtra. 
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2. Ghumot was earlier banned due to the use of the skin of the endangered monitor 

lizard for the drum membrane 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a)     1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Ghumot, an indigenous earthen drum will soon be notified as a heritage 

instrument of Goa. 

 

 

64. With reference to Manipuri Sankirtana, consider the following statements: 

 

1. It is a song and dance performance. 

2. Cymbals are the only musical instruments used in the performance. 

3. It is performed to narrate the life and deeds of Lord Krishna. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1, 2 and 3 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1 only 

 

Solution: B 

 

 

65. Consider the following about the Yoga school of philosophy: 

 

1. The Yoga school of Hindu philosophy is most closely related to the Samkhya 

school. 

2. Origin of Yoga and the school have been expounded in the Yogasutra of Shushruta 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: A 

 

• Origin of Yoga and the school have been expounded by Patanjali. 

 

 

66. Consider the following statements regarding WEB CAMPAIGN ‘SANJHI – MUJH 

MEIN KALAKAR’: 

 

1. It is an initiative to document and promote the intangible Cultural Heritage 

2. Sangeet Natak Akademi (SNA) the National Academy of Music, Dance and Drama 

launched this campaign. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=187520  

 

 

67. With reference to Kathputli, consider the following statements: 

 

1. These are the traditional string instruments of Bihar and Jharkhand 

2. It is controlled by a single string that passes from the top of the puppet over the 

puppeteers. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• These are the traditional string instruments of Rajasthan. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kathputli_(Puppet)  
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68. The oldest written reference to puppeting is found in – 

 

  (a) Silappadikaaram 

  (b) Natyashastra 

  (c) Sama veda 

  (d) Shakuntalam 

 

Solution: A 

 

 

69. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Bharatnatyam is often referred to as the ‘fire dance’, as most of the movements in 

Bharatnatyam resemble to that of a dancing flame. 

2. Balasaraswati was a proponent of Kathakali 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Balasaraswati was a proponent of Bharatnatyam. 

 

 

70. It is essentially a solo dance performance by women that was further developed in 

19th century and gained prominence under the rulers of Travancore in the present state 

of Kerala. It is 

 

  (a) Mohiniattam 

  (b) Kathakali 

  (c) Odisi 

  (d) Bharatnatyam 

 

Solution: A 

 

 

71. With reference to Ghoomar, consider the following statements: 

 

1. It is a popular folk dance of Rajasthan. 
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2. The dance is chiefly performed by veiled women who wear flowing dresses called 

ghaghara 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

72. With reference to the religious history of India, consider the following statements: 

 

1. The concept of Bodhisattva is central to Hinayana sect of Buddhism. 

2. Bodhisattva is a compassionate one on his way to enlightenment. 

3. Bodhisattva delays achieving his own salvation to help all sentient beings on their 

path to it. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a)     1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

 

73. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. The Sangeet Natak Akademi is presently an autonomous body of the Ministry of 

Culture. 

2. It is fully funded by the Government for implementation of its schemes and 

programmes. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a)     1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: C 

 

http://sangeetnatak.gov.in/sna/introduction.php  

 

 

74. Consider the following pairs 

1. Dwijing Festival - Assam 

2. Behdienkhlam Festival - Meghalaya 

3. Ambubachi Mela - Tripura 

Which of the pairs given above is/are matched correctly ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The Ambubachi Mela is an annual Hindu mela held at Kamakhya Temple 

in Guwahati, Assam. 

 

 

75. Consider the following statements regarding Ancient Monuments and Archaeological 

Sites and Remains Act, 1958  

 

1. According to recent amendments introduced in the bill, any department or office 

of the central government can carry out public works in the prohibited area after 

obtaining permission from the Central government.  

2. Uttar Pradesh > Karnataka > Tamil Nadu is the order of number of highest 

monuments of national importance 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=161850  
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• Uttar Pradesh (745 monuments/sites), Karnataka (506) and Tamil Nadu (413) 

have the highest number of ASI-maintained sites. 

 

 

(Day 60) 
 

76. Which one of the following pairs is correctly matched ? 

 

(a) Battle of Buxar—Mir Jafar vs. Clive 

(b) Battle of Wandiwash—French vs. East India Company 

(c) Battle of Chilianwala—Dalhousie vs. Marathas 

(d) Battle of Kharda—Nizam vs. East India Company 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Battle of Wandiwash in 1960 and French were finally defeated by English. 

 

• Battle of Buxar (1764) – English under Munro defeated Mir Qasim, Shuja-uddaula 

and Shah Alam II 

 

 

77. Consider the following landmarks in Indian Education 

 

1. Hindu College, Calcutta 

2. University of Calcutta 

3. Adam’s Report 

4. Wood’s Despatch 

 

The correct chronological order of these landmarks is 

 

  (a) 1, 3, 4, 2 

  (b) 1, 4, 3, 2 

  (c) 3, 1, 4, 2 

  (d) 3, 2, 4, 1 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Hindu College, Calcutta – 1817; 

• University of Calcutta – 1858; 

• Adam’s Report – 1835-38; 

• Wood’s Despatch – 1854. 
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78. Which of the following factors could not have contributed to the Battle of Plassey ? 

 

(a) Opposition of the local people to the activities of the East India Company. 

(b) British practice of building settlements and large forts in Bengal. 

(c) Refusal of Bengal Nawabs to grant the British concession and tributes in trade. 

(d) Political interference of the British in Bengal. 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The Battle of Plassey was essentially due the conflicts between the Bengal 

Nawab and the East India Company. There is no evidence to show that locals were 

opposed the East India company and it triggered the war. 

 

  

79. The British were furious against Tipu Sultan. In this context, consider the following 

reasons 

 

1. He controlled trade at Malabar where the Company had stakes 

2. He stopped the export of precious items and disallowed local merchants from 

trading with the Company 

3. He established close relationship with the French 

 

Which of the above given reasons is/are incorrect ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 Only 

  (b) 2 and 3 Only 

  (c) 2 Only 

  (d) None 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

80. Many researchers and historians have opined that the Paika Rebellion of 1817 was 

India’s first organized armed rebellion against British Who were the Paiks ? 

 

(a) Traditional landed militia of Odisha 

(b) Sepoys recruited by the Uttar Pradesh regiment of the British arm 

(c) Absentee landlords of Malabar 

(d) Landless tribal peasants of Central India 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Paika rebellion predates the 1857 Revolt i.e. first war of independence. 
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• Paiks were the traditional landed militia of Odisha, used to perform policing 

functions. They owned rent-free land that was given to them for their military 

service to Kingdom of Khurda. 

 

 

81. Who among the following Mughal ruler issued farman or permission to East India 

company to build a factory at Surat ? 

 

  (a) Farrukh Siyar 

  (b) Shah Alam II 

  (c) Jahangir 

  (d) Muhammad Shah 

 

Solution: C 

 

• In 1608, the East India Company’s first ship arrived at Surat. In 1615, Sir Thomas 

Roe, an English emissary of King James I reached out to the court of the then 

Mughal emperor Jahangir (1605-1627), in order to get a farman to establish a 

factory at Surat 

 

 

82. With reference to the Carnatic Wars, consider the following statements: 

 

1. Under the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, Madras was restored to the French. 

2. The battle of Wandiwash ended the French threat to British in India. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, (Oct. 18, 1748), treaty negotiated largely by Britain and 

France, with the other powers following their lead, ending the War of the Austrian 

Succession (1740–48). 

 

• The treaty was marked by the mutual restitution of conquests, including the 

fortress of Louisbourg on Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, to France; Madras in 

India, to England; 
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83. Which of the following states was/were annexed using the policy of the Doctrine of 

Lapse ? 

 

1. Nagpur 

2. Mysore 

3. Sambhalpur 

4. Satara 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 

  (a) 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

  (c) 1 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Annexation in the absence of a natural or adopted heir was enforced in the cases 

of Satara (1848), Jaitpur and Sambalpur (1849), Baghat (1850), Chota Udaipur 

(1852), Jhansi (1853), and Nagpur (1854). 

 

 

84. The Governor-General who followed a spirited “Forward” policy towards Afghanistan 

was: 

 

  (a) Minto 

  (b) Dufferin 

  (c) Elgin 

  (d) Lytton 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Lord Lytton (1876-80) 

 

 

85. Which one of the following submitted in 1875 a petition to the House of Commons 

demanding India’s direct representation in the British parliament ? 

 

  (a) The Deccan Association 

  (b) The Indian Association 

  (c) The Madras Mahajan Sabha 

  (d) The Poona Sarvajanik Sabha 
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Solution: B 

 

• The Indian Association of Calcutta was founded in 1876 

 

• Indian League was established in 1875, by young nationalists of Bengal led by 

S.N. Banerjee and Anand Mohan Bose. 

 

 

86. During the colonial period in India, what was the purpose of the Whitley 

Commission? 

 

(a) To review the fitness of India for further political reforms 

(b) To report on existing conditions of labour and to make recommendations 

(c) To draw up a plan for financial reforms for India 

(d) To develop a comprehensive scheme for Civil Services in India 

 

Solution: B 

 

• The Royal Commission on Labour or the Whitley Commission on Labour 

was set up in 1929 to inquire into the existing conditions of labour in 

industrial undertakings and plantations in India. 

 

 

87. Consider the following statements SmartGram Initiative 

 

1. It is an initiative by Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology. 

2. Under this initiative, every Member of Parliament will adopt one village in his/her 

constituency and develop it into smart village. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The SMARTGRAM initiative of Rashtrapati Bhavan was inaugurated for 

five villages of Haryana i.e. Tajnagar, Dhaula, Alipur, Harchandpur and Rojka Meo 

by the President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee on July 2, 2016. On May 1, 

2017, it was approved that the initiative be extended to 100 villages in the vicinity 

of the initially selected five village of Haryana. 
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http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=161641  

 

 

88. Consider the following statements regarding Public Credit Registry (PCR) 

 

1. The idea of PCR is to capture all relevant information in one large database on the 

borrower and in particular, the borrower’s entire set of borrowing contracts and 

outcomes. 

2. Main benefit of PCR is to provide lenders with a 360 degree view of the borrower’s 

outstanding credits and past. 

3. It will drastically reduce the NPA’s in immediate future. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

• It may drastically reduce the NPA’s. However there is no guarantee for 

immediate future. 

 

 

89. Consider the following statements regarding Mongmong Festival 

 

1. It is a major festival celebrated by Sangtams tribe. 

2. It is usually celebrated during the onset of South West Monsoon. 

3. Sangtams tribes are mainly located in Nagaland. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

• It is celebrated from September 1-6 every year as a festival of togetherness, 

forgiveness and prayer for a bountiful harvest. 
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/relief-rice-sweetens-festival-

in-nagaland-district/article24857967.ece  

 

 

90. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Indian Roofed Turtles is a least concern species commonly found in India 

2. Haqqani network is a Syria based guerrilla insurgent group using asymmetric 

warfare to fight against US-led NATO forces in Syria and Iraq. 

3. Boko Haram is a jihadist terrorist organization based in Nigeria. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 3 only 

  (c) 1 only 

  (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Solution: A 
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• The Haqqani network is an Afghan guerrilla insurgent group using 

asymmetric warfare to fight against US-led NATO forces and the government 

of Afghanistan. 

 

  

91. Consider the following statements regarding Banking ombudsman scheme 

 

1. It is an expeditious and inexpensive forum for bank customers for resolution of 

complaints relating to certain services rendered by banks. 

2. All Scheduled Commercial Banks, Regional Rural Banks and Scheduled Primary 

Co-operative Banks are covered under the scheme. 

3. The Banking Ombudsman may award to the complainant for mental agony and 

harassment. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 

  (d) 1 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

https://m.rbi.org.in/Scripts/FAQView.aspx?Id=24  

 

 

92. Consider the following statements regarding Press Council of India 

 

1. It is a statutory body, which governs the conduct of the Print Media. 

2. Chairman of PCI is nominated by Chief Justice of India 

3. Council shall have the same powers throughout India as are vested in a civil court 

while trying a suit under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

http://presscouncil.nic.in/Content/29_3_History.aspx  
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93. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Ministry of Environment is the final authority to grant approval for commericial 

introduction of genetically modified organisms. 

2. Dhara Mustard Hybrid-11 is developed by the Delhi University’s Centre for Genetic 

Manipulation of crop plants 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

94. Consider the following statements regarding Majuli Island 

 

1. It is listed under UNESCO’s World Heritage sites. 

2. It is a largest riverine island of the world and located in Assam. 

3. It is a first Island district of India. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• It is not listed under UNESCO’s World Heritage sites. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Majuli  

 

 

95. Which of the following countries extended Generalized System of Preferences or GSP 

Status ? 

 

1. USA 

2. Japan 

3. New Zealand 

4. Russia 
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Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

• All the countries mentioned above had given GSP status. 

 

https://unctad.org/en/Pages/DITC/GSP/About-GSP.aspx  

 

 

96. Mini Space Elevator, often seen in news, is developed by 

 

  (a) United States of America 

  (b) European Union 

  (c) Japan 

  (d) Russia 

 

Solution: C 

 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/variety/going-up-japan-to-test-mini-

space-elevator/article24863719.ece  

 

 

97. Consider the following pairs 

List I  List II 

1. Baitarani River - Odisha 

2. Salma Dam - Pakistan 

3. Kuki Tribes - Manipur 

Which of the pairs given above is/are matched correctly ? 

 

  (a) 1, 2 and 3 

  (b) 1 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Solution: D 
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• Salma Dam is located in Afghanistan. 

 

 

98. Which of the following celestial bodies are classified as Dwarf Planet ? 

 

1. Pluto 

2. Makemake 

3. Ganymede 

4. Ceres 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 4 only 

  (b) 2 and 4 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Ganymede is Jupiter’s largest moon and also the largest moon in the solar system. 

 

 

99. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Great Pacific Garbage Patch is a floating trash pile twice the size of France that 

swirls in the ocean halfway between California and Hawaii. 

2. Cattarrhal fever is cattle disease caused by a virus. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/cattarrhal-fever-sheep-screened-in-

tumakuru/article24937876.ece  
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100. Kudumbashree is the women empowerment and poverty eradication program 

implemented in 

 

  (a) Telangana 

  (b) Kerala 

  (c) Tamil Nadu 

  (d) Karnataka 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Kudumbashree is the women empowerment and poverty eradication 

program, framed and enforced by the State Poverty Eradication Mission of the 

Government of Kerala. 
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