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Solutions – (Day 53) 
 

1. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Madhya Pradesh shares border with maximum number of states in India 

2. Sikkim has least population density in India 

3. Meghalaya shares border with Assam and West Bengal 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) None 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Uttar Pradesh shares border with maximum number of states in India. 

 

• Arunachal Pradesh has least population density in India. 

 

• Meghalaya doesn’t share border with West Bengal 

 

 

2. Tropic of cancer almost divides India into two halves. In this context, through which of 

the following states Tropic of Cancer passes through in India ? 

 

1. Madhya Pradesh 

2. Rajasthan 

3. Jharkhand 

4. Mizoram 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Tropic of Cancer passes through 8 Indian states: Gujarat, Rajasthan, MP, 

Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Tripura and Mizoram. 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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3. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Andhra Pradesh has highest reserves of Thorium in India. 

2. India has one of the highest deposits of Thorium in the world 

3. Mining thorium is safer and more efficient than mining uranium. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 

  (d) 1 only 

 

Solution: C 

 
 

4. If one starts moving towards Kanyakumari to Kolkata along Eastern Ghats, Which of 

the following mountains he/she witness from South to North 

 

1. Javadi Hills 

2. Shevaroy Hills 

3. Nayagarh Hills 

4. Garhjat Hills 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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  (a) 1-2-3-4 

  (b) 2-1-3-4 

  (c) 2-3-1-4 

  (d) 2-1-4-3 

 

Solution: B 

 

 

5. Consider the following pairs 

 

Hill Station  Mountain Range 

1. Kodaikanal - Nilgiri Hills 

2. Mussoorie - Garhwal Himalayan range 

3. Lonavala - Ajanta Hill Range 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) None 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Kodaikanal is located in Palani Hills. 

• Lonawala is located in Western Ghats not in Ajanta Range 

 

 

6. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Tamil is the most spoken language after Hindi in India. 

2. No Indian languages is listed in UNESCO’s endangered languages. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 www.insightsactivelearn.com 

www.insightsonindia.com  4 PRELIMS 2019 

• Bengali is the most spoken language after Hindi in India. 

 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding 19th Livestock Census 

 

1. Livestock population has increased substantially in Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh. 

2. Total livestock population has decreased by about 3% over the previous census. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=109280  

 

 

8. Consider the following pairs 

 

Mountain Peaks  Place 

A. Saddle Peak  1. Great Nicobar 

B. Mount Diavolo  2. Middle Andaman 

C. Mount Koyob  3. South Andaman 

D. Mount Thuiller  4. North Andaman 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

 A B C D 

(a) 4 1 2 3 

(b) 3 1 4 2 

(c) 3 4 2 1 

(d) 4 2 3 1 

 

Solution: D 

 

Both the statements are correct. 
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9. Recently, Kurukh language has been given official status by which state ? 

 

  (a) Odisha 

  (b) West Bengal 

  (c) Chhattisgarh 

  (d) Mizoram 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Kurukh is a Dravidian language spoken by nearly two million Oraon and 

Kisan tribal peoples of Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha and 

West Bengal, as well as by 65,000 in northern Bangladesh, 28,600 a dialect called 

Dhangar in Nepal, and about 5,000 in Bhutan. 

 

 

10. Which of the following mountains are the Residual Mountains ? 

 

1. Aravallis 

2. Javadi hills 

3. Mikir hills 

4. Palkonda ranges 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

11. Consider the following statements 

 

1. The river Jhelum forms meanders even in the youth stage of river development. 

2. River Jhelum forms a natural boundary between India and Pakistan. 

3. Lake Wular is situated on the river Jhelum. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 

  (d)     None 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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Solution: C 

 

 

12. Consider the following pairs 

Pass  Range 

1. Zoji La - Lesser Himalayas 

2. Banihal - Pir Panjal 

3. Photu La - Zaskar 

4. Khardung La - Ladakh 

Which of the pairs given above is/are matched correctly ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Zoji la is located on the Greater Himalayas. 

 

 

13. Which of the following statements are true regarding the tea plantation ? 

 

1. The physical conditions such as moderate slope, thick soil cover with high organic 

content, well distributed rainfall throughout the year and mild winters is good for 

tea plantations. 

2. The Duars formations in the region of Sikkim and Darjeeling Himalayas are 

important for tea gardens. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 www.insightsactivelearn.com 

www.insightsonindia.com  7 PRELIMS 2019 

• The British, taking advantage of the physical conditions such as moderate slope, 

thick soil cover with high organic content, well distributed rainfall throughout the 

year and mild winters, introduced tea plantations in Sikkim and Darjeeling region. 

 

 

14. The drainage pattern of an area is the outcome of which of the following factors 

 

1. Geological time period. 

2. Nature of rocks 

3. Structure of rocks 

4. Topography 

5. Amount of water flowing and periodicity of the flow. 

  

Which of the above statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1, 2 , 3 only 

  (b) 1, 2, 3, 4 only 

  (c) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

  (d) 2, 3, 4, 5 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The flow of water through well-defined channels is known as ‘drainage’ and the 

network of such channels is called a ‘drainage system’. 

• The drainage pattern of an area is the outcome of the ecological time period, nature 

and structure of rocks, topography, slope, amount of water flowing and the 

periodicity of the flow. 

 

 

15. Kufri, Kugti, Chail and Pin valley are located in which of the following states ? 

 

  (a) Himachal Pradesh 

  (b) Uttarakhand 

  (c) Jammu and Kashmir 

  (d) Arunachal Pradesh 

 

Solution: A 

 

 

16. Which of the following states are included in the very high risk zone of earthquake ? 

 

1. Mizoram 

2. Jammu Kashmir 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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3. Tripura 

4. Sikkim 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: A 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 www.insightsactivelearn.com 

www.insightsonindia.com  9 PRELIMS 2019 

 

 

17. Which of the following forest has the following characteristics 

 

o These forests are found in the western slope of the Western Ghats, hills of the 

northeastern region and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

o They are found in warm and humid areas with an annual precipitation of over 200 

cm and mean annual temperature above 22oC. 

o Forests are well stratified, with layers closer to the ground and are covered with 

shrubs and creepers, with short structured trees followed by tall variety of trees. 

 

(a) Tropical evergreen forests 

(b) Tropical semi evergreen forests 

(c) Tropical wet deciduous 

(d) Mangroves 

 

Solution: A 

 

 

18. Syenite, Slate, Schist and Gneissoid are the examples of 

 

  (a) Sedimentary rocks 

  (b) Metamorphic rocks 

  (c) Igneous rocks 

  (d) None 

 

Solution: B 

 

 

19. If one travels by air from New Delhi to Tel Aviv, capital of Israel. What is the correct 

sequence of occurrence of following capitals when one passes through the countries ? 

 

(a) Kabul, Baghdad, Tehran and Amman 

(b) Kabul, Amman, Baghdad and Tehran 

(c) Amman, Kabul, Tehran and Baghdad 

(d) Kabul, Tehran, Baghdad and Amman 

 

Answer: D 

 

 

20. Consider the following pairs 

River Project  State 

1. Mekedatu - Karnataka 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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2. Kalasa Banduri - Goa 

3. Ujh - Jammu and Kashmir 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: B 

 

• The Kalasa-Banduri Nala is a project undertaken by the Government of 

Karnataka to improve drinking water supply to the Districts of Belagavi, 

Dharwad and Gadag. 

 

 

21. The Budapest Convention is related to which of the following matters ? 

 

  (a) Organic Farming 

  (b) Ozone Depletion 

  (c) World Trade Organization 

  (d) Cyber Security 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The Convention on Cybercrime of the Council of Europe (CETS No.185), 

known as the Budapest Convention, is the only binding international 

instrument on this issue. 

 

 

22. With reference to The National Tiger Conservation Authority, consider the following 

statements 

 

1. It is a statutory body under the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate 

Change. 

2. It was constituted under provisions of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

3. It is chaired by the Prime Minister of India. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The National Tiger Conservation Authority is a statutory body under the 

Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change constituted under 

provisions of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

• Environment Minister is the Chairman of the NTCA. 

 

 

23. The Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) functions under the 

 

(a) Ministry of Culture 

(b) Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 

(c) Ministry of Communication 

(d) Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) is a statutory body under 

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, regulating the public exhibition 

of films under the provisions of the Cinematograph Act, 1952. 

 

 

24. Arrange the following states of India in the order of increasing sex ratio 

 

1. Kerala 

2. Bihar 

3. Tripura 

4. Haryana 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 4 – 2 – 3 – 1 

  (b) 4 – 1 – 2 – 3 

  (c) 4 – 3 – 2 – 1 

  (d) 1 – 2 – 3 – 4 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Kerala – 1084 Tripura-960  Bihar- 918 Haryana – 877 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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25. Which of the following agricultural practices will help in carbon sequestration in the 

soil ? 

 

1. Conservation Agriculture 

2. Relay cropping 

3. Zero Tillage 

 

Select the correct answer from the codes below 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Carbon Sequestration can be possible through all the above methods. 

 

 

(Day 54) 
 

26. Consider the following statements regarding National Green Tribunal 

 

1. The Tribunal is mandated to make and endeavor for disposal of applications or 

appeals finally within 6 months of filing of the same. 

2. Any person aggrieved by an award, decision, or order of the Tribunal may appeal 

to the Supreme Court within 90 days of commencement of award. 

3. Chennai is the Principal place of sitting of the tribunal. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1, 2 and 3 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 2 only 

  (d) None 

 

Solution: C 

 

• New Delhi is the Principal place of sitting of the tribunal. 

 

 

27. Consider the following statements regarding “The Global Tiger Initiative” 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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1. The Global Tiger Initiative (GTI) was launched in 2008 as a global alliance of 

governments, international organizations, civil society, the conservation and 

scientific communities and the private sector. 

2. The initiative is led by the 13 tiger range countries. 

3. The scope of the initiative also includes Snow Leopards. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/environment/brief/the-global-tiger-initiative  

 

 

28. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Gir National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary is the only natural abode of the Asiatic 

lion. 

2. Hargila Army of Assam is largely known for conservation of Blackbuck. 

3. Indus river dolphins are extinct in India. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 1 only 

  (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Hargila Army of Assam is largely known for conservation of Adjutant Stork. 

• Indus river dolphins are present in India. 

 

http://www.sanctuaryasia.com/magazines/conservation/10570-indias-indus-dolphins-

very-few-very-threatened.html  

 

 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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29. Consider the following statements regarding Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund 

(CEPF) 

 

1. It is a global program that provides funding and technical assistance to non-

governmental organizations and other private sector partners to protect critical 

ecosystems. 

2. It focus on the mega diverse countries in the world. 

3. The fund is a joint program of Conservation International, the European Union, 

the Global Environment Facility, the Government of Japan and the World Bank. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• It focus on biodiversity hotspots, the Earth’s biologically richest yet most 

endangered areas. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Critical_Ecosystem_Partnership_Fund  

 

https://www.cepf.net/about  

 

 

30. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Amrita Devi Bishnoi Wildlife Protection Award is conferred to both Individuals 

and institutions for their contributions for protecting wildlife. 

2. Amrita Devi sacrificed her life along with her three daughters in 18th century to 

save green trees being felled by the Maharaja of Jodhpur. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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31. Consider the following pairs 

Animal  National Park/Wildlife Sanctuaries 

1. White Tiger - Bandhavgarh National Park 

2. Bagheera - Nagarhole National Park 

3. Sangai Deer - Keibul lamjao National Park 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 3 only 

  (b) 1 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

32. Consider the following statements regarding Conservation International (CI) 

 

1. It is an American non-profit environmental organization. 

2. It is committed to the protection of biodiversity hotspots. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservation_International  

 

 

33. With reference to ecological balance, consider the following statements: 

 

1. Ecological balance can happen when the diversity of the living organisms remains 

relatively stable. 

2. The stability of an ecosystem always increases with the introduction of new species. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Introduction of new species into the ecosystem often cause disruption in stability 

of ecosystem. For ex: Presence of alien species like lantana in tropical deciduous 

forest has resulted in frequent forest fires. 

 

  

34. Living organisms respond in different ways to the abiotic stressful conditions like 

temperature, altitude etc. In this context, which of the following are examples of the 

adaptation ? 

 

1. Very small animals are rarely found in polar regions. 

2. Keoladeo National Park witnessing thousands of migratory birds in winter season. 

3. People living at high altitudes have a higher Red Blood Cell (RBC) account than 

people living on the plains. 

 

Select the correct answer from the code given below. 

 

  (a) 3 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• All the above are the ecological adaptations of living organisms to survive better 

against hostile conditions like freezing temperature, high altitude etc., 

 

 

35. Which one of the following is the best description of the term ‘standing crop’ ? 

 

(a) It is the total mass of living material at a particular time in an ecosystem. 

(b) It is the total amount of energy produced in a food chain. 

(c) It is the amount of biomass of a forest. 

(d) It is the number of primary producers in an ecosystem. 

 

Solution: A 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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• Standing crop is defined as the  total amount or number of living things or of one 

kind of living thing (such as an uncut farm crop, the fish in a pond, or organisms 

in an ecosystem) in a particular area at any given time. 

 

 

36. Which of the following ecological pyramids is/are upright in pond ecosystem ? 

 

1. Pyramid of number 

2. Pyramid of biomass 

3. Pyramid of energy 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 

  (a) 3 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 only 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Pyramid of energy and number is upright in pond ecosystem. However, pyramid 

of biomass in inverted in most of the aquatic ecosystem. 

 

 

37. With reference to ecological succession, the term Seral stage refers to 

 

(a) the intermediate stage in an ecological succession. 

(b) the final stage in the ecological succession that is in near equilibrium with the 

environment. 

(c) the first stage of primary succession in an area. 

(d) the first stage of secondary succession in areas where natural biotic communities 

have been destroyed. 

 

Solution: A 

 

 

38. Which one of the following terms describes not only the physical space occupied by 

an organism, but also its functional role in the community of organisms ? 

 

  (a) Ecotone 

  (b) Ecological niche 

  (c) Habitat 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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  (d) Home range 

 

Solution: B 

 

 

39. Consider the following statements with regard to bio-chemical oxygen demand (BOD) 

 

1. It is the amount of oxygen needed by aerobic microorganisms to break down 

organic material present in a given water sample. 

2. Higher level of BOD indicates lower pollution level of the water. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Higher BOD indicates higher pollution in aquatic ecosystem. 

 

 

40. Consider the following statements regarding snowflake coral 

 

1. It is a keystone species of marine ecosystem. 

2. It is found in Gulf of Kutch only. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Colonies of snowflake coral (Carijoa riisei), an invasive species recently 

documented off the coast of Thiruvananthapuram and Kanyakumari, could pose a 

serious threat to the marine ecology of the region. 

 

• The snowflake coral is known to inhabit reefs and underwater structures such as 

shipwrecks and piers, attaching itself to metal, concrete and even plastic. 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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• It is considered an invasive species because of its capacity to dominate space and 

crowd out other marine organisms. 

 

 

41. With reference to the recently launched National Clean Air Programme (NCAP), 

consider the following statements. 

 

1. It sets to achieve a national-level target of 20-30% reduction of PM2.5 and PM10 

concentration by between 2017 and 2024. 

2. The programme will be executed by Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB). 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=187400  

 

 

42. Consider the following statements regarding dissolved oxygen in an aquatic 

ecosystem 

 

1. It increases with increase in temperature of a water-body. 

2. Its concentration in fresh water is usually more than the concentration of oxygen 

in air. 

3. Snow cover of ice on water reduces dissolved oxygen concentration. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Dissolved oxygen levels decreases with increasing temperature and atmospheric 

oxygen content is far higher than dissolved oxygen levels. 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
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43. Which of the following adaptations help mangrove plants to cope with their dynamic 

and harsh ecosystem ? 

 

1. Vivipary 

2. Stilt roots 

3. Pneumatophores 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• All the above are ecological adaptation of the mangroves to cope up harsh saline 

environment. 

 

 

44. Consider the following pairs 

Species  Habitat 

1. Bhupathy’s shieldtail - Western Ghats 

2. Small Woodbrown Butterfly - Khanchendzonga National Park 

3. Pondicherry Shark - East Godavari River Estuarine Ecosystem 

Which of the pairs given above is/are matched correctly ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D                     

 

 

45. Nogales, Ciudad Juarez, Laredo places which often in news is located in 

 

  (a) Venezuela 

  (b) Mexico- US border 

  (c) Columbia 

  (d) Nicaragua 
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Solution: B 

 

 

46. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Venezuela shares border with Columbia, Brazil and Guyana. 

2. The Panama Canal is an artificial 82 km waterway in Panama that connects the 

Atlantic Ocean with the Pacific Ocean. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

47. Consider the following statements about Vande Bharat Express. 

 

1. It is India’s first indigenously built engineless semi-high speed train. 

2. It runs between Delhi and Ahmedabad at a maximum speed of 160 kmph. 

3. The train is a 100% ‘Make in India’ project. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• It is India’s first indigenously built engineless semi-high speed train. 

Earlier, it was known by the name Train 18. It runs between Delhi and 

Varanasi at a maximum speed of 160 kmph.  It has been built by the Integral 

Coach Factory, Chennai, in a record time of 20 months. 

 

 

48. The Vision Zero, often seen in news, is related to 

 

(a) Eliminating Occupational Blindness by 2022. 

(b) Treating Children who are born blind 
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(c) Improve the occupational safety and health situation. 

(d) NITI Ayog initiative towards achieving zero pollution in metropolitan cities. 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The concept of ‘Vision Zero’ is fast gaining international acceptance and is 

expected to leverage the efforts of the Government of India to raise the 

occupational safety and health standards in the country so as to improve 

the occupational safety and health situation. 

 

 

49. Which one of the following statements regarding ‘Niryat Bandhu Scheme’ is correct? 

 

(a) It is a scheme is to reach out to the new and potential exporters and mentoring them 

(b) It is a scheme for crop protection. 

(c) It is a scheme for the vulnerable section of the society. 

(d) It is a scheme for monitoring rural poor. 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The objective of the Niryat Bandhu Scheme is to reach out to the new and 

potential exporters and mentor them through orientation programmes, 

counselling sessions, individual facilitation, etc., for being able to get into 

international trade and boost exports from India. 

 

 

50. Consider the following statements about Zero Defect and Zero Effect (ZED) scheme. 

 

1. Zero Defect and Zero Effect (ZED) scheme is for manufacturing amongst micro, 

small and medium enterprises (MSMEs). 

2. Quality Council of India (QCI) is the National Monitoring & Implementing Unit 

(NMIU) for implementation of ZED. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 
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• The Government has launched “Financial Support to MSMEs in ZED 

Certification Scheme”. The objective of the scheme for promotion of Zero 

Defect and Zero Effect (ZED) manufacturing amongst micro, small and 

medium enterprises (MSMEs) and ZED Assessment for their certification. 

 

• Quality Council of India (QCI) is the National Monitoring & Implementing Unit 

(NMIU) for implementation of ZED. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/printrelease.aspx?relid=169325  

 

 

(Day 55) 
 

51. Which of the species given below are naturally found in India ? 

 

1. Red-headed vulture 

2. Flying Squirrel 

3. Koala 

4. Golden Langur 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 4 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The Koala is an arboreal herbivorous marsupial native to Australia. 

 

  

52. Which of the following Wetlands in India have been included in the Montreux 

Record? 

 

1. Loktak Lake 

2. Chilka Lake 

3. Keoladeo National Park 

4. Sambhar Lake 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 1 only 
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  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 3 and 4 only 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Chilka and Sambar lake are not included in Montreux record. 

 

 

53. Consider the following statements regarding UNEP Global Mercury Partnership 

 

1. It consists of stakeholders from governments, industry, NGOs, and academia. 

2. The focus of the partnership is to ensure timely and effective implementation of 

the Minamata Convention. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

54. Consider the following statements regarding Nagoya Protocol 

 

1. The objective of Nagoya Protocol is fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising 

out of the utilization of genetic resources. 

2. The Protocol does not cover traditional knowledge (TK) associated with genetic 

resources. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 Only 

  (b) 2 Only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: A 
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• The Nagoya Protocol covers traditional knowledge (TK) associated with 

genetic resources that are covered by the CBD and the benefits arising from its 

utilization. 

 

 

55. Plant Protection Code (PPC), a set of guidelines for regulating the chemical inputs is 

for which plantation crop ? 

 

  (a) Rubber 

  (b) Coffee 

  (c) Sugarcane 

  (d) Tea 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Plant Protection Code (PPC), a set of guidelines for regulating the chemical 

inputs in tea cultivation, was rolled out on January 1, 2015. 

 

 

56. Which of the following World Heritage Sites are also a tiger reserve ? 

 

1. Manas 

2. Nanda Devi 

3. Sundarbans 

4. Kaziranga 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

57. Which of the given below is/are not the methods of soil conservation ? 

 

1. Terracing 

2. Crop rotation 

3. Contour ploughing 

4. Shelter belts 
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Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 4 only 

  (b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

  (c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

  (d) None 

 

Solution: D 

 

• All the above methods helps in conservation of soil. 

 

 

58. Which of the following statements related to ‘Renewable Purchase Obligation’ is 

correct ? 

 

(a) It is the obligation mandated by the National Green Tribunal (NGT) and is 

applicable to power distribution companies. 

(b) It is the obligation imposed by law on power distribution companies to buy 

electricity generated from green energy sources. 

(c) It is a tradable, non-tangible energy commodities that represent 1 mega watt hour 

of electricity generated from an eligible renewable energy. 

(d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) are correct. 

 

Solution: B 

 

• RPO is Renewable Purchase Obligation. This is a mechanism by which the 

State Electricity Regulatory Commissions are obliged to purchase a certain 

percentage of power from renewable energy sources. 

 

 

59. With reference to the Climate and Clean Air Coalition, consider the following 

statements 

 

1. It is a voluntarily coalition of nations. 

2. India is a state partner of this coalition. 

3. The Coalition’s initial focus is on pollutants like methane, black carbon and HFCs. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: C 

 

• The Climate and Clean Air Coalition to Reduce Short-Lived Climate 

Pollutants (CCAC) was launched by the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) and six countries— Bangladesh, Canada, Ghana, Mexico, 

Sweden, and the United States — on 16 February 2012. 

 

• India is not a partner of it. 

 

• It focuses on short lived pollutants like methane, black carbon, HFC’s etc. 

 

 

60. Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee’ (GEAC) is constituted under the aegis of 

 

(a) The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 

(b) The Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 

(c) The Water (Prevention and Control of pollution) Act, 1974 

(d) The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The Genetic Engineering Approval Committee (GEAC) under the administrative 

control of Ministry of Environment and Forests has not ordered for mandatory 

testing of Genetically Modified Packed Food being sold in the country. 

 

• However, Approval of the Genetic Engineering Approval Committee (GEAC), the 

statutory body constituted under the ‘Rules for the Manufacture, Use /Import 

/Export and Storage of Hazardous Microorganisms / Genetically Engineering 

Organisms or Cells, 1989’ notified under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, 

is mandatory prior to commercial use of genetically modified organisms and 

products derived therefrom. 

 

 

61. With reference to the ‘Carbon Credit’, consider the following statements. 

 

1. It is a tradable certificate representing the right to emit metric tonne of carbon 

dioxide equivalent (CO2). 

2. Company can reduce the GHG (Green House Gases) by adopting new technology 

to attain the new norms for emission of gases. 

3. Company can tie up with developing nations and help them set up new technology 

that is eco-friendly. 

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct ? 
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  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

62. Consider the following statements regarding Bio-gas 

 

1. It is a combination of methane and carbon dioxide. 

2. It is formed by anaerobic digestion of organic materials. 

3. It normally burns without smoke and has a high heating capacity. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

63. With reference to the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural 

Resources (IUCN) and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of 

Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which of the following statements is/are correct ? 

 

1. IUCN is an organ of the United Nations and CITES is an international agreement 

between governments. 

2. IUCN runs thousands of field projects around the world to better manage natural 

environments. 

3. IUCN congresses have produced several key international environmental 

agreements including the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the 

CITES. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 1 and 2 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: B 

 

• IUCN is not an organ of UN and it gives technical suggestion to CBD and 

CITES. 

 

 

64. Which among the following statements is incorrectly stated ? 

 

(a) Alpha diversity refers to diversity within a particular area or ecosystem. 

(b) Food chain is more comprehensive than food web in displaying possible transfers of 

energy. 

(c) Food chain implies a simple isolated relationship which seldom occurs in an 

ecosystem. 

(d) None of the statements (a), (b), and (c) are incorrect. 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Food web is more comprehensive than food chain. 

 

 

65. Which of the following animals can be declared as vermin ? 

 

1. Asian Elephant 

2. Rhesus Monkey 

3. Nilgai 

4. Indian Bustard 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 4 only 

  (d) 2 and 4 only 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Asian Elephant and Indian Bustard are included in Schedule 1 of WPA, 

1972. Thus, cannot be declared as Vermin. 

 

 

66. Which of the following location is geographically near to the Maldives ? 

 

  (a) Lakshadweep 
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  (b) Sri Lanka 

  (c) Kanyakumari 

  (d) Madagascar 

 

Solution: A 

 

  
 

 

 

 

67. ‘World Migration Report’ has been brought out by 

 

(a) UN Refugee Agency 

(b) United Nation Security Council 

(c) International Organization for Migration 

(d) World Economic Forum 

 

Solution: C 

 

• International Organization for Migration (IOM), It was established in 1951 

& is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. It was made a related organization to 

UN in 2016. 

 

 

68. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Wind Power is one of the largest contributors to renewable energy production 

sector in India. 

2. Tamil Nadu is the leading producer of wind power in India. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 
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  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Wind Energy contributes around 30GW to total renewable energy production 

and Tamil Nadu is the leading producer of it. 

 

 

69. Consider the following statements regarding Methanol: 

 

1. It is one of the by-product of sugar cane industries. 

2. It can be easily blended with LPG 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Methanol is known as wood alcohol, it is colourless, obtained both naturally 

and artificially, biodegradable, flammable, poisonous, and renewable source of 

energy. 

 

• It is a single carbon compound made from the destructive distillation of wood and 

also produced from coal, natural gas etc., 

 

• Usually ethanol is produced from the sugarcane. 

 

 

70. Consider the following statements about Department Standing Committees (DSCs) 

of the Parliament: 

 

1. Their main objective is to secure more accountability – particularly financial – of 

the executive to the Parliament 

2. All DSCs work under the Lok Sabha 

3. Each DSC consists of members of both houses of the Parliament 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 
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  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 1, 2 and 3 

  (c) 1 only 

  (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Solution: A 

 

 

71. Operation Save Kurma, often in news, is about conserving 

 

  (a) Indian Gazelle 

  (b) Monitor Lizard 

  (c) Gangetic Dolphins 

  (d) Turtles 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The operation was conducted to combat the proliferating illegal trade of live turtles 

and its parts from the country to destinations abroad. 

 

 

72. With reference to ‘Asia Africa Growth Corridor’, consider the following statements 

 

1. It is a fresh initiative led by India and African Union (AU) to enhance connectivity 

between the two continents. 

2. According to the AAGC Vision Document, the corridor will focus on four areas such 

3. as Development Cooperation Projects, Quality Infrastructure and Institutional 

Connectivity, Enhancing Skills and People-to-People Partnership. 

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Asia Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC), a fresh initiative led by India and 

Japan to enhance connectivity between the two continents, was unveiled by Prime 

Minister of India, Narendra Modi during the African Development Bank annual 

meeting in Gandhi Nagar, Gujarat on May 16, 2017. 
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73. Which one of the following African countries was recently in the news due to the Lassa 

fever ? 

 

  (a) Western Sahara 

  (b) Nigeria 

  (c) South Africa 

  (d) Mozambique 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Since the beginning of the year, Nigeria has been gripped by an outbreak of a 

deadly disease. Lassa fever (the disease was first identified in the Nigerian town 

of Lassa in 1969) is one of a number of illnesses which can cause dangerous 

epidemics, but for which no vaccine currently exists 

 

 

74. The Bharatiya Nirdeshak Dravya (BND-4201) that appeared in the news frequently 

is related to 

 

(a) Purity of Petroleum products 

(b) Purity of Gold reference standard 

(c) Minimum standards of milk to be maintained by Milk co-operatives 

(d) None of the above 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Bharatiya Nirdeshak Dravya (99.99% pure) weighs 20gm and has the dimensions 

of a ‘Parle-G’ biscuit 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/indian-scientists-unveil-home-grown-gold-

standard/article18447892.ece  

 

 

75. ‘Abu Ghraib’, a term that sometimes appears in the news, is associated with events 

related to 

 

  (a) Cuba 

  (b) Syria 

  (c) Iraq 

  (d) Yemen 

 

Solution: C 
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• During the war in Iraq that began in March 2003, personnel of the United States 

Army and the Central Intelligence Agency committed a series of human rights 

violations against detainees in the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq. 

 

 

(Day 56) 
 

76. Which of the following towns is/are major port(s) during the times of Ancient India? 

 

1. Broach 

2. Sopara 

3. Arikamedu 

4. Tamralipti 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

  (c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Bharuch, also called Broach, historically Bharukaccha or Bhrgukaccha, city, 

southeastern Gujarat state, west-central India. It lies along the Narmada River 

near the Gulf of Khambhat (Cambay) of the Arabian Sea. 

 

• Sopara was an ancient port town and the capital of the ancient Aparanta 

(“Western Border” – Northern Konkan) in western Maharashtra. In ancient 

times, it was the largest township on India’s west coast, trading with Mesopotamia, 

Egypt, Cochin, Arabia and Eastern Africa. 

 

• Arikamedu is an archaeological site in Southern India. It is 4 kilometres (2.5 mi) 

from the capital, Pondicherry of the Indian territory of Puducherry. 

 

• Tamluk, ancient Tamralipti, also called Tamralipta, Pali Tamalitti, town, 

southern West Bengal state, northeastern India. It lies just south of the 

Rupnarayan River. 

 

 

77. With reference to the administration of Palas and Pratihars, the term ‘Uparika’ refers 

to 
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  (a) Governor of Province 

  (b) Military chief 

  (c) Chief revenue officer 

  (d) Head judicial system 

 

Solution: A 

 

 

78. With reference to Indus Valley Civilization, consider the following statements: 

 

1. Iron was extensively used for making agriculture implements. 

2. Elephants were domesticated by the Indus people. 

3. Indus people were not aware of rice cultivation. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• The Indus Valley Civilization (IVC) was a Bronze Age civilization (3300–

1300 BCE; mature period 2600–1900 BCE). 

• Harappans were unaware of iron usage. In the Indus area, the cereal component 

was considered to be exclusively of wheat and barley while in Gujarat, rice and 

millets were more important. However, both rice and finger millet have now been 

discovered in Harappa. 

 

 

79. With reference to the Rig Vedic Society, consider the following statements 

 

1. Rajapati enjoyed authority over large land and pasture ground. 

2. Bali was the voluntary offerings received by the officers from the people. 

3. There was no territorial administration system. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 
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  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

80. Jangam Community of people is well- known for 

 

(a) Musical narratives of Shiva Parvati Wedding 

(b) Traditional Brass and Copper Craft. 

(c) Terracota toys specifically dedicated to Ramayana and Mahabharata. 

(d) Traditional Scroll Paintings. 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The Jangam or Jangama are a Shaiva order of wandering religious monks. 

They belong to Veerashaiva Lingayat community. They are the priests or 

gurus of the Hindu Shaiva. 

 

 

81. Dakshinapatha and Uttarapatha were 

 

(a) Two great highways that have connected different parts of the sub-continent since 

the Iron Age 

(b) Pali transcriptions of two different sects of Buddhism 

(c) Extensions of Chola Empire in Sri Lanka and Northern India respectively 

(d) The largest gopurams of Brihadeshwara temple made under Rajaraja I 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Dakshinapatha is a historical which has been used to describe the great 

southern highway in India, traveling from Magadha to Pratishthana. 

 

• Uttarapatha or the great northern road ran from Taxila in Afganisthan, 

through the modern Punjab up to the western coast of Yamuna. 

 

 

82. In the Indian subcontinent, the first coins to bear the names and images of rulers 

were issued by the 

 

  (a) Indo - Greeks 

  (b) Mauryas 

  (c) Parthians 

  (d) Yaudheyas 
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Solution: A 

 

• Mauryas issued punch marked coins made of silver and copper. 

• Indo-greeks used names of rulers on coins. 

• First gold coins were issued by Kushanas (some sources dispute this fact). 

 

  

83. Consider the following statements 

 

o They developed Vesara style of architecture. 

o Their structural temples exist at Aihole, Badami and Pattadakal. 

o Their administration was highly centralized. 

 

The above most accurately refer to which of the following kingdom? 

 

  (a) Cholas 

  (b) Chalukyas 

  (c) Cheras 

  (d) Pandyas 

 

Solution: B 

 

 

84. Consider the following statements with reference to the South Indian dynasties. 

 

1. Arikkamedu was a seaport during the Sangam period. 

2. Uraiyur was famous for pearls. 

3. Lord Murugan was the primary deity of the Sangam age. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

85. Naganandam written by Harsha deals with 

 

(a) Story of a Bodhisattva 
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(b) Accounts of social justice in the Harsha empire 

(c) Love story of an emperor 

(d) The first record of a snake deity 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Harsha wrote three plays–the Priyadarshika, the Ratnavali and the 

Naganandam. The first two are ‘sister plays’, dealing with harem intrigue, 

and the third tells the story of Jimutavahana, a bodhisattva. 

 

• Jimutavahana (c. 12th century) was an Indian Sanskrit scholar and writer 

of legal and religious treatises of early medieval period. He was the 

earliest writer on smriti (law) from Bengal whose texts are extant. 

 

 

86. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Zoji La pass connects Kargil with Srinagar. 

2. Nubra Valley is located in Ladakh. 

3. Hunza is a mountainous valley in the Gilgit-Baltistan region of Pakistan.  

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

87. Consider the following pairs 

List I  List II 

1. Man Sagar Lake - Rajasthan 

2. Dalma Wildlife Sanctuary - Mizoram 

3. Netravali Wildlife Sanctuary - Karnataka 

Which of the pairs given above is/are matched correctly ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1 only 
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Solution: D       

 

• Dalma Wildlife Sanctuary is in Jharkhand known for its significant 

population of Indian Elephants. 

 

• Netravali Wildlife Sanctuary is in Goa. 

 

 

88. Consider the following statements 

 

1. International Intellectual Property (IP) Index is released by the US Chambers of 

Commerce. 

2. India has jumped eight places to 36th position in 2019. 

3. United States and China remained top two economies on the index. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• U.S., U.K, Sweden, France and Germany remained the top five economies 

on the index. 

 

 

89. Consider the following statements regarding Global Carbon Project 

 

1. It was established in 2001 by a shared partnership between the International 

Geosphere-Biosphere Programme (IGBP), the International Human Dimensions 

Programme on Global Environmental Change (IHDP) and others. 

2. It was formed to work with the international science community to establish a 

common and mutually agreed knowledge base to support policy debate and action 

to slow down and ultimately stop the increase of greenhouse gases in the 

atmosphere. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 
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  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

https://www.globalcarbonproject.org/about/index.htm  

 

 

90. Consider the following statements 

 

1. India is member of Asia Pacific Economic Co-operation 

2. China and Bangladesh are one of the members of Mekong-Ganga Co-operation. 

3. India is a member of East Asia Summit 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 3 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 only 

  (d) None 

 

Solution: A 

 

• India is not a member of Asia Pacific Economic Co-operation (APEC). 

• China and Bangladesh are not the members of Mekong-Ganga co-operation 

(MGC). 

 

 

91. Marut, Ajeet, Kiran, Saras, sometime seen in the news, are related to 

 

(a) Indigenous aircrafts being developed in India 

(b) Tropical cyclones which had stuck India in the recent past. 

(c) Missiles manufactured by India in recent past. 

(d) None of the above 

 

Solution: A 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/iaf-chief-flags-delays-in-manufacture-of-

equipment/article26142246.ece  
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92. Consider the following statements regarding Denisovans 

 

1. They were discovered in 2010 when scientists working in a cave in southern 

Siberia. 

2. They are rare species of primitive human roamed the forests of Eurasia 200,000 

years ago. 

3. They may have made tools and even jewellery also. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 1 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

93. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Operation Icebridge is World Meteorological Organization’s mission to image 

Earth’s polar ice to better understand connections between Polar Regions and the 

global climate system. 

2. Thwaites Glacier, which developed a gigantic cavity, almost 300 meters tall is 

discovered in Arctic region. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: D 

 

https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/icebridge/index.html  

 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/giant-cavity-in-antarctic-glacier-signals-

rapid-decay/article26142125.ece  
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94. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Kole Wetlands are located in Kerala. 

2. Jenu kurubas and Kadu kurubas are tribes largely found in Tamil Nadu 

3. Nilavembu kudineer, a Siddha medicine, provides protection against Chikungunya 

and Dengue 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a)     1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 only 

  (d) 1 and 3 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Jenu kurubas and Kadu kurubas are tribes largely found in Karnataka. 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/nilavembu-kudineer-kills-dengue-virus-

protects-from-chikungunya/article26161732.ece  

 

 

95. Consider the following statements regarding North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO) 

 

1. It is an intergovernmental military alliance between North American and 

European countries. 

2. Mexico is party to NATO 

3. NATO constitutes a system of collective defence whereby its independent member 

states agree to mutual defence in response to an attack by any external party. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 3 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 1 only 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Mexico is not party to NATO. 
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96. Consider the following statements regarding Turtle Survival Alliance (TSA) 

 

1. It is an action-oriented global partnership that is committed to zero turtle 

extinctions in the 21st century. 

2. It was formed in 2001 as an IUCN partnership for sustainable captive management 

of freshwater turtles and tortoises. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: C 

 

http://turtlesurvival.nonprofitsoapbox.com/about-us#.XNPeRhQzbIV  

 

 

97. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) was a bilateral treaty between the Union 

of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) and the United States of America on the 

limitation and reduction of strategic offensive arms. 

2. Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) eliminated all of the two nation’s 

land-based ballistic missiles, cruise missiles, and missile launchers with ranges of 

500–5,500 kilometers. 

3. INF treaty was applied to air, sea-launched and land based missiles. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 2 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: C 

 

• INF treaty was not applied to air or sea-launched missile system. 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/hawkish-move/article26168773.ece  
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98. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Elephant corridors are narrow strips of land that connect two large habitats of 

elephants and enjoys legal protection under Wild life protection Act, 1972. 

2. Asian Elephant Alliance is an umbrella initiative by five NGOs to secure the 96 

elephant corridors in India. 

3. The alliance joined hands to raise the mammoth sum as money was the main 

constraint in securing the land. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Elephant corridor doesn’t enjoy legal protection under Wild life protection 

Act, 1972. 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/fundraiser-to-secure-

96-elephant-corridors/article26178622.ece  

 

 

99. ‘Six plus One’ group, sometime seen in the news, is related to 

 

(a) Nuclear agreement between Iran and other countries. 

(b) Regional alliance to secure permanent seats in UNSC. 

(c) New regional consultative mechanism to weigh in on the critical challenges faced 

by Afghanistan. 

(d) Coalition of Western countries to resolve conflict in war-torn Syria and Iraq. 

 

Solution: C 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Afghanistan-invites-India-to-join-61-

group/articleshow/51130855.cms  

 

 

100. Which of the following wetlands in India are in the list of Ramsar Sites ? 

1. Ashtamudi Wetland - Kerala 

2. Bhitarkanika Mangroves - Odisha 
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3. Deepor Beel - Assam 

4. Keoladeo National Park - Rajasthan 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

  (c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: D 

 

• India currently has 27 sites designated as Wetlands of International Importance 

(Ramsar Sites) 
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