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Solutions – (Day 13) 
 

 

1. Consider the following statements regarding Indian ports 

 

1. Marmagao Port, situated at the entrance of the Zuari estuary, is a natural 

harbour in Goa. 

2. Visakhapatnam Port in Andhra Pradesh is a land-locked harbour 

3. The Kamarajar Port Limited is a corporatized major port and is registered as a 

public company. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 2 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

Marmagao Port, situated at the entrance of the Zuari estuary, is a natural 

harbour in Goa. It gained significance after its remodelling in 1961 to handle iron-

ore exports to Japan. Construction of Konkan railway has considerably extended 

the hinterland of this port. Karnataka, Goa, Southern Maharashtra constitute its 

hinterland. 

 

Visakhapatnam Port in Andhra Pradesh is a land-locked harbour, connected 

to the sea by a channel cut through solid rock and sand. An outer harbour has been 

developed for handling iron-ore, petroleum and general cargo. Andhra Pradesh and 

Telangana are the main hinterland for this port. 

 

Ennore Port, officially renamed Kamarajar Port Limited, is located on the 

Coromandel Coast about 24 km north of Chennai Port, Chennai, it is the 12th 

major port of India, and the first port in India which is a public company. 

 

 

2. Which of the following is not part of the extensive commercial grain cultivation 

regions of the world ? 

 

(a) Pampas of Argentina 

(b) Velds of South Africa 

(c) Canterbury plains of New Zealand 

(d) Campos of Brazilian Highlands 

 

 

Solution: D 
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Extensive Commercial grain cultivation type of agriculture is best developed in 

Eurasian steppes, the Canadian and American Prairies, the Pampas of Argentina, the 

Velds of South Africa, the Australian Downs and the Canterbury Plains of New 

Zealand. 

 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding foot loose industries. 

 

1. Foot loose industries can be located in a wide variety of places. 

2. They largely depend on component parts which can be obtained anywhere 

3. These industries are generally nonpolluting industries. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 

  (d) 1 only 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Foot loose industries can be located in a wide variety of places. They are not 

dependent on any specific raw material, weight losing or otherwise. They largely 

depend on component parts which can be obtained anywhere. 

• They produce in small quantity and also employ a small labour force. 

These are generally not polluting industries. The important factor in their 

location is accessibility by road network. 

 

 

4. Sugarcane industry is gradually shifting from north Indian states to South Indian 

states Which of the following are the reasons behind it ? 

 

1. The production of sugarcane per hectare is higher in Peninsular India. 

2. The crushing season in south India is shorter than in north India. 

3. The sucrose contents is higher in the tropical variety of sugarcane grown in the 

southern states. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 

  (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

 

Solution: B 
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Reasons for shifting of sugar industry from North India to Peninsular India 

• The production of sugarcane per hectare is higher is Peninsular India. In 

fact, sugarcane crop grows well in the tropical climate of south India. 

• The sucrose content is higher in the tropical variety of sugarcane grown in 

the south. 

• The crushing season in south India is longer than in north India. 

• In south India most of the mills have modern machinery. 

• Most of the mills in Peninsular India are in cooperative sector, where profit 

maximization is not the sole objective. 

 

 

5. Which among the following crop requires high temperature, light rainfall, 210 frost-

free days and bright sunshine ? 

 

  (a) Jute 

  (b) Cotton 

  (c) Tea 

  (d) Coffee 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Ideal conditions for the cotton plants are Long vegetation periods (175 to 

225 days) without frost, Constant temperatures between 18 and 30°., Ample 

sunshine and fairly dry conditions 

 

 

6. Match the following coal deposit locations (List I) with their countries (List II) 

 
List I (Coal 

Deposit Location) 
 List II 

(Country) 

1. Sichuan  A. U.S.A. 

2. Pennsylvania  B. China 

3. Kizel  C. Australia 

4. Ipswich  D. India 

5. Talcher  E. Russia 
 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

A        B         C         D         E 

 

  (a) 1  2 3 5 4 

  (b) 2 3 4 1 5 

  (c) 2 1 5 3 4 

  (d) 1 3 2 5 4 
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Solution: C 

 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding Shale Gas 

 

1. It refers to natural gas stored underground in fine grained sedimentary rocks. 

2. Hydraulic fracturing process can be used to extract shale gas. 

 

Which of the above statements are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Shale gas refers to natural gas that is trapped within shale formations.  

Shales are fine-grained sedimentary rocks that can be rich sources of 

petroleum and natural gas. 

• Over the past decade, the combination of horizontal drilling and hydraulic 

fracturing has allowed access to large volumes of shale gas that were previously 

uneconomical to produce. 

 

 

8. Chabahar Port is locating in which of the following locations ? 

 

1. Gulf of Oman 

2. Persian Gulf 

3. Gulf of Aden 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 

 

Solution:  A 

 

Chabahar Port is a seaport in Chabahar located in southeastern Iran, on the Gulf of 

Oman. 
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9. Consider the following pairs: 

 
Tribes  Region 

 

1. Pygmies : Congo 

2. Maasai : Kenya 

3. Bushman : Atacama 
Desert 

 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution:  A 
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The Bushmen are the indigenous peoples of Kalahari Desert located in Southern Africa 

covering Botswana, Namibia and South Africa. 

 

 

10. Consider the following statements with respect to ‘Gas Hydrates’ 

 

1. Gas hydrates are crystalline form of propane and water 

2. Gas hydrates exist in shallow sediments of outer continental margins 

 

Which of the above statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Gas hydrates are crystalline form of methane and water and exist in shallow 

sediments of outer continental margins. They are envisaged as a viable major energy 

resource for future. 

• Gas hydrates with their abundant resource potential is emerging as a potential 

fuel resource. The preliminary assessment of geological condition and limited 

available seismic data suggests high possibility of occurrence of large quantity 

of gas hydrates within the EEZ of India. 

 

 

11. At present, which of the following continent has the highest rate of population 

growth ? 

 

  (a) Africa 

  (b) Asia 

  (c) South America 

  (d) North America 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

 

12. Consider the following statements and identify those which can control birth rate 

in country. 

 

1. Improving the status of women 

2. Incentives to limit child size 

3. Encouraging marriage at an earlier age (especially of women) 

4. Higher rate infant mortality 
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Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 4 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Methods to Reduce Birth Rates 

• Improving the status of women 

• Incentives to limit child size, e.g. free health care 

• Increase availability and knowledge of family planning by having more family 

planning clinics and greater availability of contraception 

• Better education 

• Encouraging marriage at a later age (especially of women as early pregnancy in 

most cases increases infant mortality rate) 

• Encouraging women to take up career opportunities 

• Improved health care 

• Improved infant care to reduce infant mortality (higher infant mortality 

encourages parents to have more kids as rate of survival becomes poor) 

 

 

13. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Rural to Rural migration is dominated by females mainly due to social reasons 

such as marriage 

2. Rural to Urban migration is dominated by males mainly due to economic 

reasons such as better opportunities of employment 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Female predominate the streams of short distance rural to rural migration due to 

social reasons such as marriage. Contrary to this, men predominate the rural to urban 

stream of inter-state migration due to economic reasons such as lack of employment 

opportunities in rural areas 
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14. Consider the following pairs regarding Population pyramid 

 
Population 

Pyramid 
 Birth and Death 

Rate 

1. Triangular 
shaped pyramid 
with a wide base 

: High birth rate 
and high death 
rate 

2. Bell shaped 
pyramid and 
tapered towards 
the top 

: Equal birth rate 
and death rate 

3. Narrow base 
pyramid and a 
tapered top 

: Low birth rate 
and low death 
rate 

                                      

Which of the pairs given above is/are matched correctly ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1, 2 only 

  (c) 2, 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Triangular shaped pyramid with a wide base is typical of less developed 

countries shows high birth and death rate 

• Australia’s population pyramid is bell shaped and tapered towards the top. This 

shows birth and death rates are almost equal leading to a near constant 

population 

• Narrow base and a tapered top showing low birth and death rates typical of 

developed countries such as Japan 

 

  

15. With which of the following countries does North Korea shares border ? 

 

1. China 

2. Russia 

3. South Korea 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 3 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 

  (d) 2 and 3 only 
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Solution: C 

 
 

 

16. Consider the following pairs 

 
Place in 

News 
 Country 

1. Kunar 
Province 

: Afghanistan 

2. Raqqa : Iraq 

3. Caracas : Nicaragua 

 

Which of the pairs given above is correctly matched ? 

 

  (a) 3 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 only 

  (d) None 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Kunar Province is located in Afghanistan, Raqqa city is located in Syria and Caracas is 

located in venezuela. 
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17. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Assumption and Comoros Islands are located in East Pacific Ocean. 

2. 8 Degree Channel separates islands of Minicoy and Maldives. 

3. Hambantota port is located at northern Sri Lanka bordering Gulf of Mannar 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

Assumption and Comoros Islands are located in Indian Ocean and Hambantota port 

is located at extreme south of Sri Lanka. 

 

 

18. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Snakebite Envenomation is on the list of Neglected Tropical Diseases. 

2. The Green Skill Development Programme (GSDP) is an initiative for skill 

development in the environment and forest sector to enable India’s youth to get 

gainful employment or self-employment. 

3. Half-Earth Project is a call to protect half the land and half the sea in order to 

manage sufficient habitat to ensure the long-term health of our planet 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

Snakebites Envenomation is on the list of Neglected Tropical Diseases. 

 

The Green Skill Development Programme (GSDP) of the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) is an initiative for skill 

development in the environment and forest sector to enable India’s youth to get gainful 

employment and/or self-employment. 
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Half-Earth is a call to protect half the land and half the sea in order to manage 

sufficient habitat to ensure the long-term health of our planet. The Half-Earth 

Project is bringing this conservation moonshot to life. 

 

 

19. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Sacred groves in India enjoys exclusive protection under Wildlife Protection 

Act, 1972. 

2. Himachal Pradesh leads in state-wise distribution of sacred groves. 

3. Ken-Betwa river interlinking project pose threat to Pench Tiger Reserve. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 3 only 

  (c) 2 only 

  (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Sacred groves are not exclusively protected under Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

 

Himachal Pradesh leads in state-wise distribution of sacred groves. 

 

Ken-Betwa river interlinking project pose threat to Panna Tiger Reserve. 

 

http://ecoheritage.cpreec.org/innerpageof.php?$mFJyBfKPkE6  

 

  

 

20. Consider the following statements 

 

1. The ‘Composite Water Management Index’ report is prepared by NITI Aayog. 

2. Stockholm Peace Research Institute releases the annual ‘Global Peace Index’ 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: A 
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The Global Peace Index (GPI), released by Australia-based Institute for 

Economics and Peace (IEP). The IEP is the world’s leading think tank that 

develops metrics to analyse peace and quantify its economic value. 

 

 

21. ‘HiLumi’, recently in the news, is related to 

 

(a) EESL’s Street Lighting National Programme 

(b) NASA’s Black Marble Project 

(c) PETA’s Animal Ethics Initiative 

(d) CERN’s Large Hadron Collider 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

What is HiLumi ? 

 

The High Luminosity LHC (HL-LHC) is an upgrade of the LHC. HiLumi will 

make it possible to study the fundamental building blocks of matter in more detail 

than ever before. 

• The upgrade will boost the accelerator’s potential for new discoveries in physics, 

starting in 2026. 

 

 

22. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Scheduled Banks in India constitute those banks which have been included in 

the second schedule of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Act, 1934. 

2. Scheduled banks comprise scheduled commercial banks and scheduled 

cooperative banks 

3. Scheduled banks automatically acquire the membership of clearing house. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 

  (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Scheduled Banks in India constitute those banks which have been included in the 

Second Schedule of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Act, 1934. RBI in turn 

includes only those banks in this schedule which satisfy the criteria laid down vide 

section 42 (6) (a) of the Act. 
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The banks included in this schedule list should fulfil two conditions. 

1. The paid capital and collected funds of bank should not be less than Rs. 5 lacs. 

2. Any activity of the bank will not adversely affect the interests of depositors. 

 

Every Scheduled bank enjoys the following facilities. 

1. Such bank becomes eligible for debts/loans on bank rate from the RBI 

2. Such bank automatically acquires the membership of clearing house. 

 

The scheduled banks comprise scheduled commercial banks and scheduled 

cooperative banks. 

 

Further, the scheduled commercial banks in India are categorized into five different 

groups according to their ownership and/or nature of operation: – (i) Nationalized 

Banks; (ii) State Bank of India and its associates; (iii) Regional Rural Banks (RRBs); 

(iv) Foreign banks; and (v) Other Indian private sector banks. Scheduled Co-operative 

Banks consist of Scheduled State Co-operative Banks and Scheduled Urban Co-

operative Banks 

 

 

23. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Neelakurinji is a shrub that is found in Eastern Himalayas. 

2. Neelakurinji’s blue flowers blossoms for every twelve 12 years. 

3. Toda tribes are endemic to Nilgiri Plateau 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 3 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 2 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Neelakurinji (Strobilanthes kunthianus) is a shrub that is found in the shola 

forests of the Western Ghats in South India. Nilgiri Hills, which literally means 

the blue mountains, got their name from the purplish-blue flowers of 

Neelakurinji that blossoms only once in 12 years. 

• Some Kurinji flowers bloom once every seven years, and then die. Their seeds 

subsequently sprout and continue the cycle of life and death. 

 

Toda Tribe is the most ancient and unusual tribe of Nilgiri Hills of Tamil 

nadu. The todas have their own language. They have their own secretive customs and 

regulations. Todas worship nature like hill gods, Lord Amodr (the realm of the 

dead) & Goddess Teikirzi. Toda community is well known for its embroidery 

garments. 
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24. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats is centrally sponsored scheme 

aims to support protected areas only 

2. Project Tiger and Project Elephant are integral part of Integrated Development 

of Wildlife Habitats. 

3. Tigers are naturally found in all South Asian Countries. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 3 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 1 and 2 only 

  (d) None 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats is a centrally sponsored scheme 

consists of Project Tiger (CSS-PT), Development of Wildlife Habitats (CSS-

DWH) and Project Elephant (CSS-PE). 

 

The scheme has following three components: 

1. Support to Protected Areas (National Parks, Wildlife Sanctuaries, Conservation 

Reserves and Community Reserves). 

2. Protection of Wildlife outside Protected Areas. 

3. Recovery programmes for saving critically endangered species and habitats. 

  

 

25. Which of the following state is the original habitat of Bru Tribes ? 

 

  (a) Mizoram 

  (b) Arunachal Pradesh 

  (c) Tripura 

  (d) Assam 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Reang or Bru are one of the 21 scheduled tribes of the Indian state of Tripura. 

The Bru can be found all over the Tripura state in India. However, they may also be 

found in Mizoram, Assam, Manipur. They speak the Reang dialect of Bru 

language which is of Tibeto-Burmese origin and is locally referred to as Kau Bru. 
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(Day 14) 
 

 

26. The standard meridian of India passes through which of the following states ? 

 

1. Uttar Pradesh 

2. Madhya Pradesh 

3. Odisha 

4. Andhra Pradesh 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1 , 2 , 3 and 4 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

Indian Standard Meridian (82˚30’E meridian) passes through UP, MP, Chhattisgarh, 

Orissa and Andhra Pradesh. 

 

 

27. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Kolkata city is located above Tropic of Cancer. 

2. Diphu Passis a mountain pass around the area of the disputed tri-point borders 

of India, China, and Myanmar. 

3. West Bengal shares border with Bangladesh, China, Nepal and Bhutan. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 3 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2 only 

  (d) 1 only 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Kolkata city is located below Tropic of Cancer Kolkata (W.B) – 22.34 N. Diphu Pass 

is a mountain pass around the area of the disputed tri-point borders of India, China, 

and Myanmar. West Bengal shares border with Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan. 
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28. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Palghat Gap is located between Cardamom hills and Anamalai hills. 

2. New Moore Island is located in Arabian Sea between India and Pakistan. 

3. Kodaikanal hill station is located near Palani hills. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Palghat Gap is located between Nilgiri hills and Anaimalai hills. New Moore 

Island is located in Bay of Bengal between India and Bangladesh. 

 

 

29. What is the correct sequence of occurrence of the rivers in Peninsular India as one 

proceeds from South to North ? 

 

1. Ponnaiyar 

2. Krishna 

3. Palar 

4. Vamsadhara 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1-2-3-4 

  (b) 2-3-1-4 

  (c) 3-1-2-4 

  (d) 1-3-2-4 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

30. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. River Jhelum forms Meanders even in the youth stage of river development. 

2. River Jhelum forms a natural boundary between India and Pakistan. 

3. Lake Wular is situated on the river Jhelum. 

  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 
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  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Jhelum in the valley of Kashmir is still in its youth stage and yet forms meanders – a 

typical feature associated with the mature stage in the evolution of fluvial land form. 

River Jhelum forms a natural boundary between India and Pakistan. Lake 

Wular is situated on the river Jhelum. 

 

 

31. Which of the following pairs given below is correctly matched ? 

 
Mountain  State 

 

1. Abor Hills : Sikkim 
2. Mikir hills : Assam 
3. Garhjat hills : Odisha 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1 ,2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Abor Hills is in Arunachal Pradesh. 

 

 

32. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Agatti airport is the sole airstrip in the archipelago of Lakshadweep. 

2. State with lowest proportion of Scheduled Caste is Mizoram. 

3. State with lowest proportion of Scheduled Tribes is Goa. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: D 

 

Agatti Airport is located on the southern end of Agatti Island, in the union territory 

of Lakshadweep in India. It is the sole airstrip in the archipelago, which lies off the 

west coast of India. 

 

http://censusindia.gov.in/Census_Data_2001/India_at_glance/scst.aspx  

 

 

33. Arrange the following river from North to South by the direction of their flow: 

 

1. Indus 

2. Sutlej 

3. Beas 

4. Jhelum 

5. Ravi 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 

  (a) 1 4 5 3 2 

  (b) 1 3 4 2 5 

  (c) 1 2 3 4 5 

  (d) 4 2 3 1 5 

 

 

Solution: A 
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34. Consider the following statements 

 

1. These forests are found in the western slope of the Western Ghats, hills of the 

north-eastern region and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

2. They are found in warm and humid areas with an annual precipitation of over 

200 cm and mean annual temperature above 22 degree Celsius. 

3. Forests are well stratified, with layers closer to the ground and are covered with 

shrubs and creepers, with short structured trees followed by tall variety of trees. 

  

Which of the following forest has above characteristics ? 
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  (a) Tropical evergreen forests 

  (b) Tropical semi evergreen forests 

  (c) Tropical wet deciduous 

  (d) Mangroves 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

 

35. In which of the following State is the Dibru – Saikhowa biosphere reserve situated 

 

  (a) Arunachal Pradesh 

  (b) Nagaland 

  (c) Sikkim 

  (d) Assam 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

Dibru–Saikhowa is a National Park as well as a Biosphere Reserve is situated on the 

south bank of the river Brahmaputra in Assam. 

 

 

36. What are the reasons for the break in the Indian Monsoon ? 

 

1. The rains fail if the rain bearing storms are not very frequent along the Monsoon 

trough in northern India. 

2. The break in the monsoon is caused due to the wind blowing along the coast in 

parallel directions. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

37. Consider the following consequences of El Nino phenomenon: 

 

1. It distorts the equatorial atmospheric circulation 

2. It results in the irregularities of the evaporation of sea water 

3. Reduction of the plankton in the sea 
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Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 1, 2 and 3 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1 only 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

‘El Nino’ is a Spanish word meaning ‘the child’, and refers to the baby Christ, as this 

current starts flowing during Christmas. The presence of the El Nino leads to an 

increase in sea-surface temperatures and weakening of the trade winds in 

the region. 

 

 

38. To which of the following Island archipelagos do the islets Labyrinth Island and 

Ritchie’s Archipelago belong ? 

 

  (a) Andaman and Nicobar 

  (b) Islands of Gulf of Mannar 

  (c) Lakshadweep Archipelago 

  (d) Sundarbans 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

Ritchie’s Archipelago is a cluster of smaller islands which lie 20 km (12 mi) east of 

Great Andaman, the main island group of the Andaman Islands. 

 

 

39. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Kayals form a distinguishing character of the Malabar Coast. 

2. Vembanad lake is recognized as Ramsar site. 

3. Nehru Trophy Boat Race is conducted on the Punnamda Lake, near Alappuzha. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: D 
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40. Consider the following pairs 

 
Peak  Hills/Range 

1. Mt. Abu : Aravalli 

2. Anamudi : Nilgiris 

3. Kangchenjunga : Western Himalayas 
 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 2 only 

  (d) None 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

Anamudi peak is located in Annamalai hills and Kangchenjunga is located in 

Eastern Himalayas. 

 

 

41. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Mars Atmosphere and Volatile Evolution (MAVEN) mission was developed by 

NASA to study the Martian atmosphere while orbiting Mars. 

2. Determining the current state of the upper atmosphere, ionosphere and 

interactions with the solar wind is one of the objectives of the mission. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Mars Atmosphere and Volatile Evolution (MAVEN) mission was 

developed by NASA to study the Martian atmosphere while orbiting Mars. 

MAVEN was launched aboard an Atlas V launch vehicle. Mission goals include 

determining how the planet’s atmosphere and water, presumed to have once been 

substantial, were lost over time. 
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Four primary scientific objectives of Mission: 

1. Determine the role that loss of volatiles to space from the Martian atmosphere 

has played through time. 

2. Determine the current state of the upper atmosphere, ionosphere, and 

interactions with the solar wind. 

3. Determine the current rates of escape of neutral gases and ions to space and the 

processes controlling them. 

4. Determine the ratios of stable isotopes in the Martian atmosphere. 

 

 

42. In which one of the following States is Lippa-Asra Wildlife Sanctuary located ? 

 

  (a) Arunachal Pradesh 

  (b) Himachal Pradesh 

  (c) Sikkim 

  (d) Mizoram 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Snow leopards have been spotted in Lippa-Asra wildlife sanctuary in Kinnaur 

district of Himachal Pradesh. This finding indicates that snow leopards are 

inhabiting new areas. 

 

 

43. Consider the following statements regarding Financial Inclusion Index 

 

1. It is released by International Monetary Fund. 

2. It is single composite index gives a snap shot of level of financial inclusion that 

would guide macro policy perspective. 

3. It enables fulfilment of G20 Financial Inclusion Indicators requirements. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Department of Financial Services (DFS), Ministry of Finance will release an Annual 

Financial Inclusion Index (FII) which will be a measure of access and usage of a 

basket of formal financial products and services that includes savings, remittances, 

credit, insurance and pension products. 
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The single composite index gives a snap shot of level of financial inclusion that 

would guide Macro Policy perspective. It enables fulfilment of G20 Financial Inclusion 

Indicators requirements. It will also facilitate researchers to study the impact of 

financial inclusion and other macro-economic variables. 

 

The index will have three measurement dimensions; (i) Access to financial services (ii) 

Usage of financial services and (3) Quality. 

 

The various components of the index will also help to measure financial services for 

use of internal policy making. Financial Inclusion Index can be used directly as a 

composite measure in development indicators. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=183683  

 

  

44. ‘Seabed 2030’, recently in the news, is 

 

(a) An initiative to map the world’s ocean floor. 

(b) A consortium of governmental scientific institutions aiming to accelerate 

technological innovation in deep-sea mining. 

(c) NASA’s submersible autonomous vehicle to explore Titan‘s (a moon of Saturn) sea. 

(d) A cleanup exercise to rid all oceans of micro plastics pollution by 2030 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

Gebco and the Nippon Foundation announced in 2017 the Seabed 2030, a project that 

aims to map the entire sea floor by the year 2030 using data gathered from vessels 

around the world. 

 

 

45. Consider the following statements regarding ‘Mobilise Your City Initiative’ 

 

1. It was launched as a part of COP 21 UNFCCC Paris climate conference. 

2. It seeks to provide support to 100 cities worldwide in 3 years to engage in 

sustainable urban mobility planning to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

3. India is one of the very first countries to benefit from this initiative 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 1 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: D 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=183683


www.insightsactivelearn.com   Insights IAS 

www.insightsonindia.com  25 PRELIMS 2019 

Mobilise Your City Initiative was launched as a part of COP 21 UNFCCC 

Paris climate conference. It seeks to provide support to 100 cities worldwide in 3 

years to engage in sustainable urban mobility planning to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

 

It is an international initiative supported by the French and German governments. 

India is one of the very first countries to benefit from this initiative. Kochi, Nagpur and 

Ahmadabad are the 3 cities selected for the project. This initiative will be implemented 

by the Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 

 

India and France have recently signed an implementation agreement under this 

initiative. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=183321  

 

  

46. Consider the following statement regarding ‘Oneer’ 

 

1. It is a water disinfection system developed by Council Scientific and Industrial 

Research and Indian Institute of Toxicology Research. 

2. It tries to eliminate almost all disease-causing pathogens such as virus, bacteria, 

fungi, protozoa to provide safe drinking water. 

3. Oneer is not suitable for the home and small establishments due to high initial 

cost and maintenance. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 2 only 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Oneer is a water disinfection system developed by Council Scientific and Industrial 

Research and Indian Institute of Toxicology Research, Lucknow. 

 

The system will eliminate all disease-causing pathogens such as virus, bacteria, 

fungi, protozoa to provide safe drinking water to communities. It is useful for 

continuous treatment of water to meet National and International standards 

prescribed for potable water (BIS, WHO etc.). The smaller unit of Oneer is particularly 

suitable for homes, street food vendors, and small establishments. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=184245  
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47. Consider the following statements regarding Canine Distemper Disease 

 

1. It is a contagious disease caused by a bacterium. 

2. It affects foxes, pandas and wild cats. 

 

Which of the following statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Canine distemper (sometimes termed hardpad disease) is a viral disease that 

affects a wide variety of animal families, including domestic and wild species of 

dogs, coyotes, foxes, pandas, wolves, ferrets, skunks, raccoons, and large cats, as well 

as pinnipeds, some primates, and a variety of other species. 

 

Canine distemper is caused by a single-stranded RNA virus of the family 

Paramyxoviridae (the same family of the viruses that causes measles, mumps, and 

bronchiolitis in humans). 

 

The disease is highly contagious via inhalation. Morbidity and mortality may vary 

greatly among animal species, with up to 100% mortality in unvaccinated populations 

of ferrets. 

 

 

48. Consider the following statements regarding ‘Namami Barak Festival’ 

 

1. It is a comprehensive ground level effort to clean the Barak River. 

2. It was celebrated in Manipur. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

The first Namami Barak festival was held at Silchar in Assam. River festival 

aims to pay tribute to River Barak and to showcase of Barak’s potential & possibilities 

to emerge as hub of trade and commerce. 
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The festival showcased cultural heritage of valley together with its cuisine, fauna and 

flora, socio-economic and civic splendor before global audience. 

 

 

49. The “Special 301” report, an annual review of the global state of intellectual 

property rights (IPR) protection and enforcement, is published by the 

 

(a) World Intellectual Property Organisation 

(b) World Trade Organisation 

(c) European Union 

(d) Office of the U.S. Trade Representative 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Special 301 Report is prepared annually by the Office of the United States 

Trade Representative (USTR) that identifies trade barriers to United States 

companies and products due to the intellectual property laws, such as copyright, 

patents and trademarks, in other countries. 

 

 

50. Which among the following countries open out to Lake Victoria ? 

 

1. Uganda 

2. Rwanda 

3. Kenya 

4. Tanzania 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 

 

Solution: B 
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(Day 15) 
 

 

51. With reference to the Dwarf planets, consider the following statements ? 

 

1. It is neither a planet nor a natural satellite. 

2. It revolves around a star. 

3. It has cleared the neighbourhood objects around its orbit. 

4. Pluto is a dwarf Planet. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  (c) 3 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

Planets are the celestial bodies which revolves around a star or sun. If planets are 

failed to clear the objects in their path of revolution, then planets are recognized as 

“Dwarf Planets”. 

 

So, a dwarf planet is one 

• It revolves around a star or sun, so they are not natural satellites (moon). 

 

Pluto became dwarf planet in last decade since it is not satisfied planet definition. 

Along with Pluto – Eris, Ceres, Haumea, Makemake are also dwarf planets. 

 

 

52. With reference to the solar system, the Kuiper Belt Objects (KBO’s) are 

 

(a) Space debris present in the exosphere of earth’s atmosphere. 

(b) Space bodies present near the surface of the sun. 

(c) Celestial bodies between Mars and Jupiter. 

(d) Celestial bodies present beyond the orbit of Neptune. 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

KBO’s are the celestial objects present in the Kuiper Belt. Kuiper Belt is a disc-shaped 

region of icy bodies – including dwarf planets such as Pluto – and comets beyond the 

orbit of Neptune. 
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It extends from about 30 to 55 AU and is probably populated with hundreds of 

thousands of icy bodies larger than 100 km (62 miles) across and an estimated trillion 

or more comets. 

 

The first Kuiper Belt Object was discovered in 1992. 

 

https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/planets/kbos  

 

 

53. Consider the following statements regarding Southern Ocean 

 

1. It comprises ocean water south of 60 N latitude. 

2. It is smaller than Arctic Ocean. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

Southern ocean refers to oceanic region which is present below 60 south latitude in 

southern hemisphere. 

Southern Ocean is larger than Arctic ocean – Arctic is the smallest of all other oceans. 

 

 

54. Tidal range is the difference between high tide and low tide. Which of the following 

factors can influence the tidal range ? 

 

1. Depth of ocean water 

2. Ocean current 

3. Openness and closeness of sea 

4. Configuration of coastline 

5. Gravitational pull of Sun and Moon 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

  (b) 1, 3 and 5 only 

  (c) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

  (d) 2, 3, and 5 only 

 

 

Solution: A 
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Ocean current has no influence on High tide or Low tide. All the other factors 

influence tidal range. 

 

 

55. Caspian Sea is bordered by 

 

(a) Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Iran 

(b) Russia, Kazakhstan, Afghanistan and Iran 

(c) Russia, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Iran 

(d) Russia, Kazakhstan, Afghanistan and Azerbaijan 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Caspian Sea is bordered by following countries: 

 
 

 

56. Which of the following phenomenon is/are responsible for thunderstorms 

formation ? 

 

1. Condensation 

2. High temperature and humidity 

3. Orography 

4. Vertical wind 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 2 and 4 only 
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  (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

All are responsible for thunderstorms. 

 

 

57. Mekong River is considered as lifeline of South East Asia. With reference to 

Mekong River, consider the following statements 

 

1. Mekong River originates in China. 

2. During its course, it forms border between Vietnam and Laos. 

3. It joins South China Sea in Cambodia. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 1 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2, and 3 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

During its course, it forms border between Thailand and Laos. It joins South China 

Sea in Vietnam. 
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58. What is/are the differences between Geysers and Hot Springs ? 

 

1. Geysers are the fountains of hot ground water, while Hot Springs normally not 

form any fountains. 

2. Geysers are rare, while Hot springs can be find in most parts of the world. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Collision junction between continental and continental crust often heats underground 

water resources. It is called as geothermal energy. 

 

Geothermal energy normally takes two forms: Geysers and Hot springs. 

 

In geysers, flow of hot water is obstructed by underground rock, so due to intense 

pressure and heat, it gushes like a fountain. However, in hot springs – water comes 

out of the earth’s surface without any pressure. 

 

Geysers can be found only in few regions of the world. Best example: Hot geysers in 

Yellow stone national park, U.S.A. 

 

Hot springs can be find in most of the continental and continental collision region. 

Best example: Manikaran in Parvati valley of Himalayas. 

 

 

59. Tidal currents are 

 

(a) Tides which are channeled between islands, bays and estuaries. 

(b) Combination of tides and ocean current moving together. 

(c) Deep water ocean currents associated with neap tides. 

(d) Strong tides which has high potential to extract tidal energy. 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

Tidal currents are the tides which are channeled between islands, bays and 

estuaries. Tidal current has significance in power generation. 
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60. Earth’s surface temperature is largely influenced by insolation. Which of the 

following factors influence the insolation ? 

 

1. Rotation of earth 

2. Angle of inclination of sun rays 

3. Length of the day 

4. Configuration of land 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 

 

Solution: C 

All the above factors influence insolation. 

 

 

61. Consider the following statements regarding ocean currents 

 

1. Ocean currents assist in maintaining the earth’s heat balance. 

2. Ocean currents are set in motion primarily by prevailing winds. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Cold current and hot current play important role in temperature balance of the 

earth. 

• Ocean currents are primarily set in motion by prevailing winds like trade winds, 

westerlies etc. 

 

 

62. Sea water temperature is relatively higher in northern hemisphere as compared to 

southern hemisphere. Why ? 

 

(a) Northern hemisphere receives high insolation as compared to southern 

hemisphere due to tilting of earth. 
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(b) Ocean in northern hemisphere receive more heat due to their contact with 

larger extent of land than the oceans in the southern hemisphere. 

(c) Ocean currents are strong in northern hemisphere which maintain high 

temperature compared to southern hemisphere. 

(d) Ocean salinity is higher in Northern hemisphere than southern hemisphere. 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

 

63. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Deepest ocean depth is measured at Mariana Trench located east of Japan’s 

coast. 

2. Oceanic trenches are formed due to collision of oceanic and continental crust. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a)     1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Mariana Trench is at east of Philippine coast. 

 

 

64. Consider the following statements 

 

1. The Easterly Jet stream is responsible for the burst of monsoon in India. 

2. The shift in the ITCZ from equator towards the north Indian plains during 

summer withdraws the Westerly Jet streams. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Both the statements are correct. 
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65. Consider the following statements 

 

1. In India, regular ten yearly census were conducted by the British Indian 

government since 1881 

2. In Independent India so far seven decennial censuses have been conducted with 

the most recent one being in 2011. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

• In India, censuses began to be conducted by the British Indian government 

between 1867 -72, and regular ten yearly (or decennial) censuses have been 

conducted since 1881. 

• Independent India continued the practice, and seven decennial censuses have 

been conducted since 1951, the most recent being in 2011. 

 

 

66. Arrange the following states in the decreasing order of population density. 

 

1. Bihar 

2. West Bengal 

3. Karnataka 

4. Punjab 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 1-2-3-4 

  (b) 1-2-4-3 

  (c) 4-1-2-3 

  (d) 2-1-4-3 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

STATE 
Popualation Density 
(Persons per sq Km) 

Bihar 1,102 

West Bengal 1,029 
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Punjab 550 

Karnataka 319 

 

 

67. Which of the following is/are the drawbacks of coal found in India ? 

 

1. Low calorific value 

2. High ash content 

3. Majority of the reserves are lignite type 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Majority of the coal found in India are of bituminous type. A small amount of Lignite 

found in Nyveli region of Tamil Nadu. 

 

 

68. Consider the following pairs 

 
Multipurpose project  River 

1. Bhakra Nangal : Indus 

2. Hirakud : Godavari 

3. Nagarjunasagar : Kaveri 

 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) None 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Bhakra Nangal dam is a multipurpose project built across Satluj River 

located in Himachal Pradesh. 

• Hirakud dam is a multipurpose hydel project built across Mahanadi River 

located in Orissa. 
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• Nagarjunasagar dam built across Krishna River located in Andhra Pradesh. 

 
 

 

69. Consider the following statements regarding “GSLV Mk-III” 

 

1. GSLV Mk III is a three-stage heavy lift launch vehicle developed by ISRO. 

2. The vehicle has two solid strap-ons and a core liquid booster and a cryogenic 

upper stage. 

3. GSLV-Mk III is capable of launching 8 tonne class of satellites to Geo Stationary 

Orbit. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 
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Solution: A 

 

GSLV Mk III is a three-stage heavy lift launch vehicle developed by ISRO. The 

vehicle has two solid strap-ons, a core liquid booster and a cryogenic upper stage. 

 

GSLV Mk III is designed to carry 4 ton class of satellites into Geosynchronous Transfer 

Orbit (GTO) or about 10 tons to Low Earth Orbit (LEO), which is about twice the 

capability of GSLV Mk II. 

 

The two strap-on motors of GSLV Mk III are located on either side of its core liquid 

booster. Designated as ‘S200’, each carries 205 tons of composite solid propellant and 

their ignition results in vehicle lift -off. 

 

 

70. The Nabakalebara festival, an ancient religious ritual celebrated in which of the 

following state ? 

 

  (a) Madhya Pradesh 

  (b) Odisha 

  (c) Chhattisgarh 

  (d) Telangana 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

The Nabakalebara 2015 is a celebration of the ancient ritual of the Nabakalebara 

associated with most of the Jagannath Temples when the idols of Lord Jagannath, 

Balabhadra, Subhadra and Sudarshan are replaced by a new set of idols; the last such 

festival of events was held in 1996. 

 

It is a festival the period of which is chosen according to the Hindu calendar 

conforming to the astrological planetary positions. 

 

 

71. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Alphonso Mango is largely grown in the adjoining areas of Ratnagiri and 

Sindhudurg. 

2. Shahi Litchi is largely grown in Muzaffarpur and neighbouring districts in 

Bihar. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 3 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: C 

 

Alphonso Mango 

• Alphonso, the king of Mangoes, better known as Hapus in Maharashtra, is 

in demand in domestic and international markets for its taste, pleasant 

fragrance and vibrant colour. 

• Alphonso Mango largely grown in the areas like Ratnagiri, Sindhudurg and 

other adjoining areas in Maharashtra. 

• The government has recently granted Geographical Indication (GI) tag to the 

Alphonso Mango. 

 

Shahi Litchi 

• Shahi Litchi is mostly grown in Muzaffarpur and neighbouring districts in 

Bihar. It is known for its sweet, juicy, unique flavour and aroma. 

• Government recently awarded Geographical Indication Tag to it.  GI Tag 

Products have been awarded to Katrani rice, Jardalu mango and Magahi paan 

(betel vine). 

 

 

72. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard Early Warning System (RIMES) is an inter-

governmental body registered under the United Nations. 

2. RIMES evolved from the efforts of countries in Africa and Asia, in the aftermath 

of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, to establish a regional early warning system 

within a multi-hazard framework for the generation and communication of 

early warning information. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

RIMES, is an inter-governmental body registered under the United Nations. It 

is being owned and managed by 45 collaborating countries in Asia Pacific and Africa 

Region. The programme unit of the agency is located in Thailand. 

 

At present, India is chairing RIMES. RIMES evolved from the efforts of countries 

in Africa and Asia, in the aftermath of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, to establish a 

regional early warning system within a multi-hazard framework for the generation and 

communication of early warning information, and capacity building for preparedness 

and response to trans boundary hazards. 
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73. Consider the following statements 

 

1. International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER) is world’s largest 

nuclear fission facility present in France. 

2. ITER uses enriched thorium as a fissile material and produces clean and cheap 

energy. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

ITER (International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor) is an 

international nuclear fusion research (not fission) and engineering megaproject, 

which will be the world’s largest magnetic confinement plasma physics experiment. 

• It is an experimental tokamak nuclear fusion reactor located in southern 

France. The ITER Project is a globe-spanning collaboration of 35 nations. 

• The ITER Members China, the European Union, India, Japan, Korea, Russia 

and the United States have combined resources to conquer one of the greatest 

frontiers in science—reproducing on Earth the boundless energy that fuels the 

Sun and the stars. 

 

Hydrogen is the fuel material in nuclear fusion reaction. 

Uranium and Thorium can be used a fissile material in nuclear fission reaction. 

 

 

74. Consider the following statements 

 

1. The Kartarpur Corridor is a proposed border corridor connecting the Sikh 

shrines of Dera Baba Nanak Sahib and Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Kartarpur. 

2. Corridor is intended to allow religious devotees from India to visit the 

Gurdwara in Kartarpur without a visa. 

3. The Kartarpur Corridor was first proposed in early 1999 as part of the Delhi–

Lahore Bus diplomacy. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 3 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 1 and 2 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: D 

 

The Kartarpur Corridor is a proposed border corridor between the neighbouring 

nations of India and Pakistan, connecting the Sikh shrines of Dera Baba Nanak 

Sahib (located in Punjab, India) and Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Kartarpur (in Punjab, 

Pakistan). Currently under planning, the corridor is intended to allow religious 

devotees from India to visit the Gurdwara in Kartarpur, 4.7 kilometres (2.9 miles) from 

the Pakistan-India border, without a visa. 

 

The Kartarpur Corridor was first proposed in early 1999 by the prime ministers of 

Pakistan and India, Nawaz Sharif and Atal Bihari Vajpayee, respectively, as part of the 

Delhi–Lahore Bus diplomacy. 

 

 

75. Consider the following statements regarding National Financial Reporting 

Authority (NFRA) 

 

1. NFRA was constituted under Companies Act, 2013. 

2. Primary function of NFRA is to regulate the financial audit of large private 

companies. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

The National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) is a body constituted 

under the provisions of Section 132 of the Companies Act, 2013. The constitution 

of this authority is effective from 1st October 2018. The aim of the Central Government 

in this regard is 

• Setting up of a separate and independent regulatory body to assist in the 

framing and enforcement of legislation relating to accounting & auditing. 

• Improving investor and public confidence in the financial reporting of an entity. 

 

 

(Day 16) 
 

 

76. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. The basic structure of the Constitution has been defined under article 368. 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsactivelearn.com   Insights IAS 

www.insightsonindia.com  42 PRELIMS 2019 

2. Principle of reasonableness and Welfare state are one of the elements of basic 

structure. 

3. National emergency can be imposed by the President when the security of India 

is threatened by war or external aggression only. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Basic structure of constitution is not defined in constitution. 

• National emergency can be imposed on the basis of armed rebellion also. 

  

 

77. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Constitutionalism denotes the principle that the government derives its 

authority from a body of fundamental law and is limited by it. 

2. Fundamental Rights in Indian Constitution helps in enforcing the philosophy 

of Constitutionalism. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

78. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Article 32 of the Constitution of India is available to both citizens of India and 

the foreigners. 

2. Article 19 of the Constitution of India is available to the citizens of India only. 

3. Article 21 of the Constitution of India is available to both citizens of India and 

the foreigners alike within the territory of India. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 
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  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Article 15, 16, 19, 29 and 30 is available only for Indian citizens. 

• Rest of Fundamental Rights available for foreigners also. 

 

 

79. The ideals of Liberty, equality and fraternity in Indian constitution have been 

borrowed from 

 

(a) American Constitution 

(b) British Constitution 

(c) France Constitution 

(d) Canadian Constitution 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Ideals of Liberty, equality and fraternity in Indian constitution is borrowed 

from France Constitution. 

 

 

80. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Right against phone tapping is implicit under Article 21 

2. Freedom to form association or unions is guaranteed by Article 19 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a)     1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

• The Right against Phone tapping is comes under Right to Freedom of 

speech and expression (Art 19) 

• Freedom to form association or unions is guaranteed by Article 19. 
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81. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Beginning of Parliamentary System in India can be traced back to Indian 

Council Act, 1861 

2. Charter Act of 1833 recommended for the appointment of Macaulay Committee 

on Indian Civil Service. 

3. Charter Act of 1833 deprived the governor of Bombay and Madras of their 

legislative powers. The Governor General of India was given exclusive 

legislative powers for the entire British India. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) None 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Beginning of Parliamentary System in India can be traced back to Charter Act 

of 1853 

• It separated, for the first time, the legislative and executive functions of the 

Governor General’s council. 

• It provided for addition of six new members called legislative councillors to the 

council. 

• Charter Act of 1853 recommended for the appointment of Macaulay 

Committee on Indian Civil Service. 

 

 

82. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Indian Councils Act of 1861 initiated the process of decentralization by 

restoring the legislative powers to the Bombay and Madras Presidencies. 

2. Montagu Chelmsford Reforms replaced the Indian legislative council by a 

bicameral legislature consisting of upper house and lower house. 

3. About 10 per cent of the total population got the voting right by Morley-Minto 

Reforms. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 2 only 

  (d) 2 and 3 only 
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Solution: C 

 

• About 10 per cent of the total population got the voting right by 

Government of India Act, 1935. 

 

 

83. Which of the following are the federal features of Indian Constitution ? 

 

1. Written Constitution 

2. Division of powers 

3. Equal representation of states in Rajya Sabha 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Equal representation of states in Rajya Sabha is absent in Indian Polity. 

Representation is considered on population basis. 

 

 

84. Consider the following statements 

 

1. A person shall not be a citizen of India if he/she has voluntarily acquired the 

citizenship of any foreign state. 

2. Equal pay for equal work for men and women is one of the element/feature of 

Fundamental Rights 

3. Constituent Assembly’s States Committee (Committee for Negotiating with 

States) was chaired by Jawaharlal Nehru 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 1 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Equal pay for equal work for men and women is one of the element/feature 

of DPSP. 
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85. Consider the following statements regarding ‘Preamble’ of the Indian Constitution 

 

1. It has been amended only once since its inception. 

2. It is not a part of the constitution. 

3. Constitution derives its authority from the preamble. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

• The Preamble has been amended only once so far, in 1976, by the 42nd 

Constitutional Amendment Act, which has added three new words—

Socialist, Secular and Integrity—to the Preamble. 

• It is part of Indian Constitution. Constitution derives its authority from the 

People of India. 

 

 

86. Which of the following directives is/are outside the Part IV of the Indian 

Constitution ? 

 

1. Claims of SC and ST to public services 

2. Instruction in mother tongue to linguistic minority children 

3. Development of the Hindi Language 

 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

Apart from the Directives included in Part IV, there are some other Directives 

contained in other Parts of the Constitution. They are: 

 

1. Claims of SCs and STs to Services: The claims of the members of the 

Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes shall be taken into consideration, 

consistently with the maintenance of efficiency of administration, in the making 
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of appointments to services and posts in connection with the affairs of the 

Union or a State (Article 335 in Part XVI) 

2. Instruction in mother tongue: It shall be the endeavor of every state and 

every local authority within the state to provide adequate facilities for 

instruction in the mother-tongue at the primary stage of education to children 

belonging to linguistic minority groups (Article 350-A in Part XVII). 

3. Development of the Hindi Language: It shall be the duty of the Union to 

promote the spread of the Hindi language and to develop it so that it may serve 

as a medium of expression for all the elements of the composite culture of India 

(Article 351 in Part XVII) 

 

 

87. Consider the following statements. 

 

1. The Parliament is empowered to alter the boundaries of any state of India 

without taking prior consent of state legislature. 

2. A bill pertaining to the alteration of the boundaries of any existing state of India 

can be introduced only in the Rajya Sabha and only on the recommendation of 

the President of India. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

Jammu and Kashmir is a constituent state of the Indian Union and has its place in 

Part I and Schedule I of the Constitution of India (dealing with the Union and its 

Territory). But its name, area or boundary cannot be changed by the Union without 

the consent of its legislature. 

 

Under Article 3, a bill pertaining to the alteration of the boundaries of any 

existing State of India can be introduced in any house of the Parliament only with 

the prior recommendation of the President and before recommending the bill, 

the President has to refer the same to the state legislature concerned for 

expressing its views within a specified period. 

 

 

88. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Sardar Swaran Singh Committee was constituted to make recommendations 

about fundamental duties, the need and necessity of which was felt during the 

operation of the internal emergency (1975–1977). 
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2. Duty to pay taxes is a Fundamental Duty in Indian Constitution. 

3. Rights and duties of the citizens are correlative and inseparable 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) None 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Duty to pay taxes is not a Fundamental Duty in Indian Constitution. 

 

 

89. States and Union territories and their territorial spread are dealt in which of the 

following schedule of Indian Constitution ? 

 

  (a) First Schedule 

  (b) Second Schedule 

  (c) Fourth Schedule 

  (d) Third Schedule. 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

 

 

90. Which of the following provisions in the Constitution can be amended by a simple 

majority of the two Houses of Parliament ? 

 

1. Number of puisne judges in the Supreme Court. 

2. Use of official language. 

3. Delimitation of constituencies. 

4. Elections to Parliament and state legislatures. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 

  (a) 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

 

Solution: D 
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By Simple Majority of Parliament: 

 

A number of provisions in the Constitution can be amended by a simple majority of 

the two Houses of Parliament outside the scope of Article 368. These provisions 

include: 

 

1. Admission or establishment of new states. 

2. Formation of new states and alteration of areas, boundaries or names of 

existing states. 

3. Abolition or creation of legislative councils in states. 

4. Second Schedule—emoluments, allowances, privileges and so on of the 

president, the governors, the Speakers, judges, etc. 

5. Quorum in Parliament. 

6. Salaries and allowances of the members of Parliament. 

7. Rules of procedure in Parliament. 

8. Privileges of the Parliament, its members and its committees. 

9. Use of English language in Parliament. 

10. Number of puisne judges in the Supreme Court. 

11. Conferment of more jurisdiction on the Supreme Court. 

12. Use of official language. 

13. Citizenship—acquisition and termination. 

14. Elections to Parliament and state legislatures. 

15. Delimitation of constituencies. 

16. Union territories. 

17. Fifth Schedule—administration of scheduled areas and scheduled tribes. 

18. Sixth Schedule—administration of tribal areas. 

 

 

91. Consider the following statements regarding Emergency Provisions in Indian 

Constitution 

 

1. All types of emergency proclaimed by the President has to be approved by the 

Parliament. 

2. Financial emergency is in operation indefnitely till the President revokes it 

3. In the case of National emergency, approval of half of the state’s legislature and 

Parliament is required. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: B 
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• National Emergency requires approval from the parliament only. 

 

 

92. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Constituent Assembly was partly elected and partly nominated body. 

2. West Bengal province had highest number of members in Constituent Assembly 

among Indian Provinces 

3. Mysore princely state had highest number of members in Constituent Assembly 

among Princely States. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1, 2 and 3 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

United Province had highest number of members in Constituent Assembly among 

Indian Provinces. 

 

 

93. Which of the following Indian cities are a part of UNESCO’s Creative Cities 

Network ? 

 

1. Jaipur 

2. Mysore 

3. Varanasi 

4. Chennai 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

  (c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Chennai has been included in the UNESCO Creative Cities Network for its rich 

musical tradition. Including Chennai, a total of 64 cities from 44 countries have 

joined the UNESCO Creative Cities Network. Jaipur and Varanasi are the other 

Indian cities that feature on the list. 
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94. Talanoa Dialogue is seen in news recently is related to: 

 

  (a) Climate change 

  (b) Fight against Terrorism 

  (c) Anti-Piracy 

  (d) Global connectivity 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

https://unfccc.int/topics/2018-talanoa-dialogue-platform  

 

  

95. With reference to ‘Asia Africa Growth Corridor’, consider the following statements 

 

1. It is an initiative led by India and African Union (AU) to enhance connectivity 

between the two continents. 

2. The corridor will focus on four areas such as Development Cooperation 

Projects, Quality Infrastructure and Institutional Connectivity, Enhancing 

Skills and People-to-People Partnership. 

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Asia Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC), a fresh initiative led by India and Japan 

to enhance connectivity between the two continents, was unveiled by Prime Minister 

of India, Narendra Modi during the African Development Bank annual meeting in 

Gandhi Nagar, Gujarat on May 16, 2017. 

 

According to the AAGC Vision Document, the corridor will focus on four areas: 

• Development Cooperation Projects 

• Quality Infrastructure and Institutional Connectivity 

• Enhancing Skills 

• People-to-People Partnership. 

 

 

96. The S-400 Triumph missile, recently in news, is related to 

 

(a) USA’s advanced air defence missile system used in joint drilling exercise with 

South Korea. 
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(b) Russia’s advanced air defence missile system which India signed to buy from 

Russia. 

(c) North Korea’s nuclear missile with 5000 Km range. 

(d) None of the statements given above (a), (b) and (c) are correct 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

The S-400 Triumph (NATO reporting name: SA-21 Growler) is an air defence 

missile system developed by Almaz Central Design Bureau of Russia. The new 

system replaced the S-300P and S-200 air defence systems of the Russian Army. 

 

The S-400 was developed as an upgrade of the S-300 series of surface-to-air missile 

systems 

 

 

97. Consider the following statements 

 

1. The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) is a statutory body set up by 

the Government of India under Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 

1997. 

2. TRAI regulate telecom services, including fixation/revision of tariffs for 

telecom services which were earlier vested in the Central Government. 

3. TRAI adjudicates any dispute between a licensor and a licensee, between two 

or more service providers, between a service provider and a group of 

consumers, and to hear and dispose of appeals against any direction, decision 

or order of Central government. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

The TRAI Act was amended by an ordinance, effective from 24 January 2000, 

establishing a Telecommunications Dispute Settlement and Appellate 

Tribunal (TDSAT) to take over the adjudicatory and disputes functions from TRAI. 

TDSAT was set up to adjudicate any dispute between a licensor and a licensee, between 

two or more service providers, between a service provider and a group of consumers, 

and to hear and dispose of appeals against any direction, decision or order of TRAI. 

 

https://main.trai.gov.in/about-us/history  
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98. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) formerly known as Imperial 

Council of Agricultural Research was established in pursuance of the report of 

the Royal Commission on Agriculture. 

2. Agrinnovate India (AgIn) acts as an effective interface between Indian Council 

of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and farmers, private sector firms and R&D 

organizations. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) is an autonomous body 

responsible for coordinating agricultural education and research in India. It reports to 

the Department of Agricultural Research and Education, Ministry of 

Agriculture. 

 

The Union Minister of Agriculture serves as its president It is the largest network 

of agricultural research and education institutes in the world Formerly known as 

Imperial Council of Agricultural Research, it was established on 16 July 1929 as a 

registered society under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 in pursuance of the 

report of the Royal Commission on Agriculture. 

 

Agrinnovate India Ltd. (AgIn) was incorporated under the Companies Act, 1956 

on 19th October, 2011. It is a “for profit” Company owned by Department of 

Agricultural Research & Education (DARE), Ministry of Agriculture, Government of 

India. 

• It is to act as an effective interface between Indian Council of Agricultural 

Research (ICAR- an autonomous organization under DARE) on one side and 

the Stakeholders of agricultural sector (Farmers; Public & Private Sector firms; 

R&D organizations; Educational Institutions- all of these at National and 

International level) on the other side, for a significant purpose of securing, 

sustaining and promoting global agricultural development. 

 

 

99. Consider the following statements 

 

1. National Testing Agency (NTA) has been established as a premier, specialist, 

autonomous and self-sustained testing organization to conduct entrance 

examinations for admission/fellowship in higher educational institutions. 
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2. To undertake research on educational, professional and testing systems to 

identify gaps in the knowledge systems and take steps for bridging them is one 

of the objective of NTA. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

National Testing Agency (NTA) has been established as a premier, specialist, 

autonomous and self-sustained testing organization to conduct entrance examinations 

for admission/fellowship in higher educational institutions. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

1. To conduct efficient, transparent and international standards tests in 

order to assess the competency of candidates for admission, and recruitment 

purposes. 

2. To undertake research on educational, professional and testing systems to 

identify gaps in the knowledge systems and take steps for bridging them. 

3. To identify experts and institutions in setting examination questions. 

4. To produce and disseminate information and research on education and 

professional development standards. 

 

 

100. The ‘Women Entrepreneurship Platform’, a first of its kind, unified access portal 

which brings together women from different parts of India to realize their 

entrepreneurial aspirations, is an initiative of 

 

(a) SIDBI (Small Industries Development Bank of India) 

(b) Ministry of Women and Child Development 

(c) FICCI (Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry) 

(d) NITI Aayog 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

The Women Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP) is a first of its kind, unified 

access portal which brings together women from different parts of India to realize their 

entrepreneurial aspirations. 

 

It is an initiative of NITI Aayog. 
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SPACE FOR ROUGH WORK 
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