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Art and Culture

Q1.Consider the following statements.
1. The Dharmasutras and Dharmashastras contained rules about the ideal occupations
of the four varnas.
2. Manusmriti held that no one could engage in agriculture and pastoralism apart from
khastriyas.

Which of the above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None

Solution: a)
Justification

 Statement 1: This division became the basis for caste discrimination later. Brahamanas were
awarded with the highest occupations whereas the shudras with menial jobs which was
socially and economically exploitative.

 Statement 2: Kshatriyas were to engage in warfare, protect people and administer justice,
study the Vedas, get sacrifices performed, and make gifts.

 The Vaishyas were expected to engage in agriculture, pastoralism and trade.

Q2.Nyaya-Vaisheshika systems of philosophy are encompassed by
a) Mimamsa School
b) Vedanta School
c) Yoga School
d) Samkhya School

Solution: a)
Justification

 Mimamsa philosophy is basically the analysis of interpretation, application and the use
of the text of the Samhita and Brahmana portions of the Veda.

 According to Mimamsa philosophy, Vedas are eternal and possess all knowledge, and
religion means the fulfilment of duties prescribed by the Vedas.

 This philosophy encompasses the Nyaya-Vaisheshika systems and emphasizes the
concept of valid knowledge.

Q3.Find the right match
Folk music – Place



1. Gulraj – Kashmir
2. Mand – Rajasthan
3. Bhatiali – Bengal

Select the correct ones
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the Above

Solution: d)
Justification

 Kashmir’s Gulraj is usually a folklore and Pandyani of Madhya Pradesh is a narrative put
to music

 Rajasthani folksongs such as Mand and Bhatiali of Bengal are popular all over India.

Q4.Consider the following:
1. Temple at Deogarh near Jhansi
2. Giant copper statue of Buddha originally found at Sultanganj
3. Delhi Iron pillar
4. Bagh caves paintings

The above belong to periods of which of these dynasties of India?
a) Peshwas
b) Guptas
c) Paramara
d) Western Ganga

Solution: b)
Justification

 The Delhi Iron pillar of the Gupta period is still free from rust though completely
exposed to sun and rain for so many centuries.

 The paintings of the Gupta period are seen at Bagh caves near Gwalior.
 Moreover, the mural paintings of Ajantha mostly illustrate the life of the Buddha as

depicted in the Jataka stories.
 There was little influence of Gandhara style on Gupta art. But the beautiful statue of

standing Buddha at Mathura reveals a little Greek style. The Buddha statue unearthed at
Saranath was unique piece of Gupta art.

Q5.With reference to the history of Deccan India, the term Palaiyagar refers to
a) Taxes on property
b) Merchant guilds
c) Military chiefs



d) Irrigation tanks

Solution: c)
Justification

 Under Krishnadevaraya, Vijaynagara emerged as the strongest military power in the
south. Vijaynagara was more a confederacy rather than a centralized empire with the
local governors having considerable autonomy.

 Amaram – territory with fixed revenue were given to Military chiefs called Palaiyagar or
Nayaks who had to maintain a fixed number of horses, elephants and foot soldiers for
the service of the state

Q6.Aihole inscription, is known as the Cradle of Indian architecture, was issued under the
reign of
a) Chalukyas
b) Pallavas
c) Rashtrakutas
d) Marathas

Solution: a)
Justification

 Aihole was the first capital of Chalukyas where they built numerous temples dating back
to the 6th century CE.

 Many inscriptions found at Aihole, but the inscription which found at Meguti Temple
popularly known as Aihole inscription, which has the significance in the history of India,
witnessed for the many historical events of Chalukyas.

 The Aihole inscription issued by Pulakeshin II gives the details of his reign.

Q7.Which of the following is/are correct about Indo-Sarcenic architecture?
1. It was a hybrid architectural style.
2. Medieval buildings in India with their domes and Chhatris inspired it.
3. The Gateway of India was built in this style.

Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) Only 1 and 3
b) Only 2 and 3
c) Only 1
d) 1, 2 and 3

Solution: d)
Justification



 Towards the beginning of the twentieth century a new hybrid architectural style
developed which combined the Indian with the European.

 This was called Indo-Saracenic. “Indo” was shorthand for Hindu and “Saracen” was a
term Europeans used to designate Muslim.

 The inspiration for this style was medieval buildings in India with their
domes, chhatris, jalis, and arches.

 The Gateway of India, is the most famous example of this style. The industrialist Jamsetji
Tata built the Taj Mahal Hotel in a similar style.

Q8.Consider the following about Kalighat paintings which originated in Bengal.
1. The school produced paintings that were irreproducible by lithography.
2. The school restricted itself to the depiction of natural, nationalistic and secular
themes.

Which of the above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None

Solution: d)
Justification

 The paintings over a period of time developed as a distinct school of Indian painting. An
important achievement of the Kalighat artistes was that they made simple paintings and
drawings, which could easily be reproduced by lithography.

 From the depiction of Hindu gods, goddesses, and other mythological characters, the
Kalighat paintings developed to reflect a variety of themes.

 The artists also chose to portray secular themes and personalities and in the process
played a role in the Independence movement. They painted heroic characters like Tipu
Sultan and Rani Lakshmibai.

Q9.Consider the following matches of festivals with the place they are associated with.
1. Sammakka Saralamma Jatara: Tamil Nadu
2. Jal Mahotsav: Madhya Pradesh
3. Kathakar oral storytelling: Maharashtra

Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1 and 2 only



Solution: b)
Justification

 Statement 1:  Sammakka-Sarakka Jatara held by forest dwelling Koya tribe of Telangana and
surrounding States, is the biggest Tribal festival in Asia which is attended by one crore
people on an average.

o The event is held bi-annually to honour the twin goddesses Sammakka and her
daughter Sarakka

 Statement 2: India’s biggest water carnival through ‘Jal Mahotsav’ is organised every year in
Hanuwantiya Island in Madhya Pradesh.

o The festival, held between October and January, is a celebration of Madhya
Pradesh’s natural beauty and its culture.

o It is also a place to try out a variety of adventure sports like parasailing,
paramotoring, water zorbing, and many others.

 Statement 3: Kathakar (Kerala) is the only oral storytelling festival in India and is a part of
Ghummakkad Narain- the Travelling Literature Festival which was started under the aegis of
UNESCO in 2010.

Q10. Sattriya is a classical dance form of India. What does the “Sattras” mean in its
context?
a) Sutras of dance
b) Spiritual Ragas
c) Vaishnava maths or monasteries
d) Seven ways of divine movement

Solution: c)
Justification

 The Sattriya dance form was introduced in the 15th century A.D by the great
Vaishnava saint and reformer of Assam, Mahapurusha Sankaradeva as a powerful
medium for propagation of the Vaishnava faith.

 The dance form evolved and expanded as a distinctive style of dance later on. This
neo-Vaishnava treasure of Assamese dance and drama has been, for centuries,
nurtured and preserved with great commitment by the Sattras i.e. Vaishnava maths
or monasteries. Because of its religious character and association with the Sattras,
this dance style has been aptly named Sattriya.

Q11. Which of the following are correctly matched
Reform movement: Region of influence



1. Sri Narayana Dharma Paripalana Sabha: Karnataka
2. Sarin Sabha: Punjab
3. Paramhansa Mandali: Madhya Pardesh
4. Kayastha Sabha : Uttar Pardesh

Select from the codes below

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 4 only
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) 2, 3 and 4

Solution: b)
Justification

 The Paramahansa Mandali and the Prarthana Samaj is in Maharashtra and the Arya
Samaj in Punjab and North India were some of the prominent movements among the
Hindus.

 There were several other regional and caste movements’ like the Kayasth Sabha in
Uttar Pradesh and the Sarin Sabha in Punjab.

 The backward castes also started the work of reformation with the Satya Sodhak Samaj
in Maharashtra and the Sri Narayana Dharma Paripalana Sabha in Kerala.

Q12. Kalam ezhuthu is a
a) Tree plantation technique preserved over centuries by the Khim tribe from Telangana

b) Wrestling feat held every winter season in the tribal areas of Western Ghats

c) Boat making festival and boat race organized by the hinterland residents of Tamil
Nadu

d) Ritualistic art practiced in temples and sacred groves of Kerala

Solution: d)
Justification

 In this art, the representation of deities like Kali and Lord Ayyappa, are made on the
floor. Various factors need to be considered when deciding the nature or figure on the
'Kalam', which include the presiding deity of the temple or sacred grove, the religious
purpose that calls for the ritual of Kalamezhuthu and the particular caste that does it.



 In each case the patterns, minute details, dimensions and colour choice are decided in
observance with strict rules. The patterns vary considerably depending on the occasion,
but rarely by the choice of the artist.

 Kalamezhuthu is practiced using natural pigments and powders, usually in five colours.
 The drawing is done with bare hands without the use of tools. The pictures are

developed from the centre, growing outwards, patch by patch.
 The powder is spread in the floor, letting it in a thin stream between the thumb and the

index finger.
 The figures drawn usually have an expression of anger or other emotions. The powders

and pigments are all extracted from plants.

Q13. Which of the following point to the art form Mudiyettu?
a) It is a bamboo carving made by the use of natural colours giving it a rich and sombre
feel.

b) These are rock carvings inscribed on the temples of Chola Kingdoms.

c) It is a form of rod puppetry practiced in the state of Andhra Pradesh.

d) It is a ritual theatre and dance drama of Kerala.

Solution: d)
Justification

It is one of the intangible heritages of India as accorded by UNESCO.

 It is performed for purification and rejuvenation of the community.



 It is the enactment of the mythological tale of a battle between the goddess Kali and the
demon Darika.

 The ritual is a part of the Bhagwati cult. It is performed in just 4 districts of Kerela during
the four day festival dedicated to Goddess Kali after the summer harvest.

Q14. ‘Togalu Gombeyaata' is a form of
a) Wooden doorpost for ceremonial houses in ancient South Indian Kingdoms

b) Wall sculpture that captures moving stories

c) Folk tradition Museum conservation in Central Indian tribes

d) Tribal Puppetry to depict mythological tales

Solution: d)
Justification

 It is practiced since the 7th century.
 'Togalu Gombeyaata', which translates as 'the play of leather dolls', is a unique form of

tribal art from South India.
 It uses puppets made out of animal leather to narrate mythological stories like the

'Ashwamedha's tale' from the Ramayana or the episode from Mahabharata when
Arjuna battled his own son Babruvahana.

 The performance occurs on a temporary stage made out of wooden sticks, across which
is strung a semi-white transparent cloth that serves as the screen on which the
shadows of the puppets are projected.

 A 'Togalu Gombeyaata' performance typically begins at night and continues till the
break of dawn.

Q15. Which of the following temples were built during Vijayanagar period
1. Varadharaja
2. Ekamparanatha
3. Chidambaram

Select the right code

a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3
c) All of the above
d) None



Solution: c)
Justification

 Varadharaja and Ekamparanatha temples at Kanchipuram stand as examples for the
magnificence of the Vijayanagara style of temple architecture.

 The Raya Gopurams at Thiruvannamalai and Chidambaram speak the glorious epoch of
Vijayanagar. They were continued by the Nayak rulers in the later period.

Q16. Consider the following pairs
Festival Associated with
1. Rath Yatra Festival of Lord Jagannath
2. Paryushana Annual festival of jains
3. Losar Sindhi New Year
4. Cheti Chand Tibetan New Year

Which of the above are correctly matched?
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 2, 3
d) 2, 3, 4

Solution: a)
Justification

Rath Yatra - This is one of the biggest festivals of the state of Odisha. The Rath Yatra or the
Chariot festival of Lord Jagannath takes place once in a year in the holy town of Puri.

Paryushana - The annual festival of Jains is called Paryushana. It is celebrated for eight days in
the month of Bhadrapada (August/September) by the Svetambara sect. The Digambara sect
celebrates the festival for ten days.

Losar - It is one of the main festivals celebrated across Arunachal Pradesh as it marks the
Tibetan New year that resonated with the large Tibetan and Buddhist communities that inhabit
the region.

Cheti Chand - This is the occasion of Sindhi New Year and it is celebrated all around the world. It
is celebrated on the first day of Chaitra. Cheti Chand is celebrated in honour of the birth of
Jhulelal, the patron saint of the Sindhis.

Q17. Which of these is NOT one of the eight components of Yoga as described by
Patanjali?



a) Yamas
b) Niyama
c) Asana
d) Mulahara

Solution: d)
Justification

Other components include Praṇayama, Pratyahara, Dharaṇa, Dhyana and Samadhi.
 These are a part of the Yoga Sutras of Patanjali which was the most translated ancient

Indian text in the medieval era, having been translated into about forty Indian languages
and two non-Indian languages: Old Javanese and Arabic.

Q18. Find the right match
Folk music – Place
4. Gulraj – Kashmir
5. Mand – Rajasthan
6. Bhatiali – Bengal

Select the correct ones
e) 1 and 2 only
f) 2 and 3 only
g) 1 and 3 only
h) All of the Above

Solution: d)
Justification

 Kashmir’s Gulraj is usually a folklore
 Rajasthani folksongs such as Mand and Bhatiali of Bengal are popular all over India.

Q19. Consider the following statements about Buddha
1. The Stupa at Bodh Gaya was built to mark the place where the Buddha first taught his

message.
2. The Buddha taught that life is full of suffering and unhappiness.

Which of the above statement is/ are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None

Solution: b)
Justification



 The stupa at Sarnath was built to mark the place where the Buddha first taught his
message.

Q20. The Manusmrti is one of the best known legal texts of early India, written in
Sanskrit and compiled between second century BCE and second century CE. Consider
the following about Manusmrti:

1. It gives equal rights to women on the paternal property and resources
2. It strongly opposes the Varna system

Which of the above is/are incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: c)
Justification

 According to the Manusmriti, the paternal estate was to be divided equally amongst
sons after the death of the parents, with a special share for the eldest. Women could
not claim a share of these resources.

 The Manusmriti laid down the “duties” of the chandalas. They had to live outside the
village, use discarded utensils, and wear clothes of the dead and ornaments of iron.

 They could not walk about in villages and cities at night. They had to dispose of the
bodies of those who had no relatives and serve as executioners

Q21. Consider the following statements
1. The painting is practiced by the tribal people of Jharkhand
2. The common theme of the paintings is ‘What happens to human life post death’.
3. It is on the verge of extinction given the rate of its decline.

The above statements refer to
a) Patua Art
b) Phad Painting
c) Paitkar Painting
d) Pithora Painting

Solution: c)
Justification

Paitkar Painting
Practiced by the tribal people of Jharkhand, Paitkar paintings or scroll paintings are considered
one of the ancient schools of painting in the country.



These paintings are linked to the social and religious customs including giving alms and holding
yajnas. The common theme of Paitkar paintings is ‘What happens to human life post death’.
Although an ancient art, it is on the verge of extinction given the rate of its decline.

Q22. Consider the following statements
1. It is one of the oldest and grandest forms of Hindustani classical music.
2. It reached its zenith in the court of Emperor Akbar.
3. It includes use of sanskrit syllables and is of temple origin.

The above statements refer to
a) Khyal
b) Thumri
c) Ghazal
d) Dhrupad

Solution: d)
Justification

Dhrupad
It is one of the oldest and grandest forms of Hindustani classical music and finds it mention
even in Natyashastra (200 BC–200 AD). Although Dhrupad consolidated its position as a
classical form of music in the 13th century, it reached its zenith in the court of Emperor Akbar.
Dhrupad includes use of sanskrit syllables and is of temple origin.

Q23. From which of the following state no remnants of pre-historic paintings have
been recovered?
a) Uttar Pradesh
b) Andhra Pradesh
c) Uttaranchal
d) They can be found in all the above-mentioned states

Solution: d)
Justification

 Remnants of pre historic paintings have been found in Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Bihar.

Q24. Consider the following composition and the author associated with it
1. Sariputraprakarana Bhavabhuti
2. Mricchakatika Ashvaghosh
3. Ratnavali Harshavardhan
4. Vikramorvashi Kalidasa

Select the correct code:
a) 1, 2
b) 3, 4



c) 1, 2, 3
d) 2, 3, 4

Solution: b)
Justification

Sariputraprakarana by Ashvaghosh, an eminent philosopher, is considered the first example of
classical Sanskrit drama.
B.C. Sudraka was the first to introduce the essence of conflict in his play Mricchakatika.

Q25. Consider the following statements with reference to Sangam Literature
1. Sangam literature dealt both with personal lives such as love and relationships as well as

ethics, heroism, values and social customs
2. Both men and women poets composed Sangam literature
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both
d) None

Solution: d)
Justification

 The poems belonging to the Sangam literature were composed by Tamil poets, both
men and women, from various professions and classes of society.

 Sangam Poems falls into two categories: the 'inner field' (Agam), and the 'outer
field'(Puram) as described even in the first available Tamil grammar, the
Tolkappiyam.

 The 'inner field' topics refer to personal or human aspects, such as love and sexual
relationships, and are dealt with in a metaphorical and abstract manner.

 The 'outer field' topics discuss all other aspects of human experience such as
heroism, valour, ethics, benevolence, philanthropy, social life, and customs.

Geography

Q1.The tribes Masai and Hausa are associated with which of the following climatic regions?
a) Savanna Climate
b) Steppe Climate
c) Mediterranean Climate
d) British type climate



Solution: a)
Justification

Many tribes live in savanna region. Tribes like the Masai tribes of the East African plateau are
pastoralists whereas Hausa of northern Nigeria are settled cultivators.

Q2.The country with the longest coastline, among the following, is
a) Spain
b) France
c) Norway
d) Italy

Solution: c)
Justification

Norway has the second longest coastline in the World, and the longest in Europe. Canada has
the longest coastline in the world.

Q3.Consider the following Nuclear power plants:
Nuclear power plant Location
1. Tarapur Andhra Pradesh

2. Rawatbhata Rajasthan

3. Kaiga Karnataka
4. Narora Gujarat

Which of the above pairs are incorrectly matched:
a) 1, 2 and 4
b) 1 and 4
c) 2 and 3
d) 2, 3 and 4

Solution: b)
Justification

Tarapur – Maharashtra
Narora – Uttar Pradesh

Q4.Which of the following defines the land use category – Culturable Waste-Land:
a) Any land which is left without cultivation for one or less than one agricultural year.
b) Any land which is normally not suitable for cultivation
c) Any land which is left fallow for more than five years
d) The physical extent of the land on which crops are sown and harvested



Solution: c)
Justification

 Statement 1 - Any land, which is left without cultivation for one or less than one
agricultural year is known as Current Fallow.

 Statement 2 - Barren hilly terrains, desert lands, ravines, etc. normally are not suitable
for cultivation, hence, they are known as Barren and Wastelands.

 Statement 3 - Any land, which is left fallow (uncultivated) for more than five years is
categorized as Culturable Wasteland.

 Statement 4 - The physical extent of the land on which crops are sown and harvested is
known as Net Sown Area.

Q5.Berring strait connects which of the following oceans/seas?
1. Arctic Ocean
2. Atlantic Ocean
3. Pacific Ocean
4. Mediterranean Sea

Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) 1 and 2
b) 1 and 3
c) 2 and 4
d) 3 and 4

Solution: b)
Justification

The Arctic Ocean is located within the Arctic Circle and surrounds the North Pole. It
is connected with the Pacific Ocean by a narrow stretch of shallow water known as berring
strait.

Q6.Why the Tamil Nadu coast remains dry during the South-West Monsoon season
1. The Tamil Nadu coast is situated parallel to the Bay of Bengal branch of southwest

monsoon.
2. It lies in the rain shadow area of the Arabian Sea branch of the south-west monsoon.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None

Solution: c)
Justification



Both the statements are correct.

Q7.Most parts of India do not have rainfall in the winter season, because
1. The wind moves from land to sea.
2. Cyclonic circulation on land
3. They have little humidity

Select the correct code:
a) 1, 3
b) 1, 2
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3

Solution: a)
Justification

Winter monsoons do not cause rainfall as they move from land to the sea. It is because firstly,
they have little humidity; and secondly, due to anti cyclonic circulation on land, the possibility
of rainfall from them reduces. So, most parts of India do not have rainfall in the winter season.

Q8.Which of the following statements describes the Radial drainage pattern.
a) The drainage pattern resembling the branches of a tree
b) When the primary tributaries of rivers flow parallel to each other and secondary

tributaries join them at right angles
c) When the rivers discharge their waters from all directions in a lake or depression
d) When the rivers originate from a hill and flow in all directions

Solution: d)
Justification

Important Drainage Patterns
(i) The drainage pattern resembling the branches of a tree is known as “dendritic” the examples
of which are the rivers of northern plain.
(ii) When the rivers originate from a hill and flow in all directions, the drainage pattern is known
as ‘radial’. The rivers originating from the Amarkantak range present a good example of it.
(iii) When the primary tributaries of rivers flow parallel to each other and secondary tributaries
join them at right angles, the pattern is known as ‘trellis’.
(iv) When the rivers discharge their waters from all directions in a lake or depression, the
pattern is known as ‘centripetal’.

Q9.Which of the following regions is known as ‘Molassis Basin’?
a) Nagaland
b) Manipur
c) Mizoram
d) Meghalaya



Solution: c)
Justification

Mizoram is also known as the ‘Molassis Basin’. It is made up of soft unconsolidated deposits.

Q10. Which of the following currents are cold currents
1. Humboldt Current
2. California Current
3. North Atlantic Drift
4. Benguela Current

Select the correct codes:
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 2, 4
c) 2, 3
d) 2, 3, 4

Solution: b)
Justification

North Atlantic Drift is a warm current.

Q11. Strait of Dover is located between
a) England and France
b) Finland and Estonia
c) Eastern tip of Sicily and the western tip of Calabria in the south of Italy
d) Morocco and Spain

Solution: a)
Justification



The Strait of Messina, is a narrow strait between the eastern tip of Sicily and the western tip
of Calabria in the south of Italy. (Option C)

The Strait of Gibraltar is a narrow strait that connects the Atlantic Ocean to the Mediterranean
Sea and separates Gibraltar and Peninsular Spain in Europe from Morocco and Ceuta (Spain)
in Africa. (Option D)

Q12. The Valley of Flowers is situated in
a) Kashmir Himalayas
b) Himachal and Uttarakhand Himalayas
c) Darjiling and Sikkim Himalayas
d) Arunachal Himalayas

Solution: b)
Justification

The famous Valley of Flowers is situated in the Himachal and Uttarakhand Himalayas. Valley of
Flowers National Park is located in West Rishikesh, in the state of Uttarakhand and is known
for its meadows of endemic alpine flowers and the variety of flora.

Q13. Consider the following pairs:
Pass State

1. Banihal Pass Himachal Pradesh
2. Niti Pass Uttarakhand
3. Jelepla Pass Jammu and Kashmir
4. Bom Di La Arunachal Pradesh
5. Bara Lacha La Sikkim



Which of the above are incorrectly matched:
a) 2, 4
b) 1, 2, 4
c) 2, 3, 5
d) 1, 3, 5

Solution: d)
Justification

Banihal Pass – Jammu and Kashmir
Jelepla Pass – Sikkim
Bara Lacha La – Himachal Pradesh

Q14. Consider the following statements:
1. These are the most widespread forests in India
2. They spread over regions which receive rainfall between 70-200 cm
3. These forests are also found in the north-eastern states along the foothills of

Himalayas
The above statements are related to:

a) Semi Evergreen forests
b) Monsoon forests
c) Tropical Thorn forests
d) Montane forests

Solution: b)
Justification

Tropical Deciduous Forests:

These are the most widespread forests in India. They are also called the monsoon forests. They
spread over regions which receive rainfall between 70-200 cm. On the basis of the availability
of water, these forests are further divided into moist and dry deciduous.

The Moist deciduous forests are more pronounced in the regions which record rainfall between
100-200 cm. These forests are found in the north-eastern states along the foothills of
Himalayas, eastern slopes of the Western Ghats and Odisha.

Q15. Consider the following statements
1. The soil is developed in the region of high temperature
2. They are poor in organic matter
3. They are cut as bricks for construction
4. They are commonly found in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Madhya Pradesh

The above statements are related to:
a) Red Soil



b) Black Soil
c) Laterite Soil
d) Arid Soil

Solution: c)
Justification

Laterite Soil:

The laterite soils develop in areas with high temperature and high rainfall. Humus content of
the soil is removed fast by bacteria that thrives well in high temperature. These soils are poor in
organic matter, nitrogen, phosphate and calcium, while iron oxide and potash are in excess.

Laterite soils are widely cut as bricks for use in house construction. These soils have mainly
developed in the higher areas of the Peninsular plateau. The laterite soils are commonly found
in Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh and the hilly areas of Odisha and Assam.

Q16. Arrange the following Islands of Indian Ocean region from South to North
1. Seychelles
2. Maldives
3. Reunion
4. Mauritius

Select the correct code:
a) 3-4-1-2
b) 4-3-1-2
c) 4-3-2-1
d) 3-4-2-1

Solution: a)
Justification

Q17. Which among the following has the highest Albedo
a) Lithosphere



b) Atmosphere
c) Cryosphere
d) Hydrosphere

Solution: c)
Justification

The cryosphere is those portions of Earth's surface where water is in solid form, including sea
ice, lake ice, river ice, snow cover, glaciers, ice caps, ice sheets, and frozen ground.
Snow has high albedo.

Q18. Which of the following countries shares land boundary with Iran
1. Afghanistan
2. Kuwait
3. Iraq
4. Turkey
5. Syria
6. Armenia

Select the correct code:
a) 1, 4, 5, 6
b) 1, 3, 5, 6
c) 1, 2, 3, 4
d) 1, 3, 4, 6

Solution: d)
Justification



Q19. Which of the following countries does not share its border with Black Sea?
a) Turkey
b) Georgia
c) Bulgaria
d) Belarus

Solution: d)
Justification

Q20. As one moves from Equator towards Poles, one will observe:
1. Decrease in length of longitudes.



2. Decrease in altitude.
3. Decrease in distance between longitudes.

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1 and 3
b) 1 and 2
c) 3 only
d) 2 and 3

Solution: b)
Justification

 Longitude is measured by imaginary lines that run around the Earth vertically (up and
down) and meet at the North and South Poles. These lines are known as meridians. The
meridians of longitude converge at the poles. Unlike the parallels of latitude, longitudes
are all equal in length.

 Altitude is the height of a place over sea level. Altitude has no correlation with latitude
or longitude of a place.

 As longitudes converge towards the poles, the distance between the longitudes
decreases pole wards.

Q21. Consider the distribution of water on earth.
1. Ice caps hold more water than salt lakes and atmosphere combined.
2. Groundwater is a richer source of water than both fresh water lakes and inland seas.
3. Rivers hold more fresh water than lakes.

Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 only
d) 1 and 3 only

Solution: a)
Justification



Q22. Which of the following rivers flow in the state of Odisha?
1. Baitarani
2. Indravati
3. Mahanadi
4. Damodar
5. Southkoel
6. Vamsadhara

Select the correct code:
a) 1, 3, 4, 5, 6
b) 1, 2, 3, 5
c) 1, 2, 3, 5, 6
d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Solution: c)
Justification

Major rivers flowing in Odisha is:
1. Baitarani
2. Brahmani
3. Indravati
4. Mahanadi
5. Southkoel
6. Subarnarekha

River Vamsadhara is an important east flowing river between Rushikulya and Godavari,
in Odisha and Andhra Pradesh.
Damodar River is a river flowing across Jharkhand and West Bengal.

Q23. Consider the following statements about Intertropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ)
1. The ITCZ is a zone of convergence at the thermal equator where the trade winds

meet.

2. It is a low pressure belt and migrates with the changing position of the thermal
equator.

3. In this zone air tends to descend

4. Around 20th June each year the Sun is overhead at 23½º South, the Tropic of
Capricorn.

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1, 2
b) 3, 4
c) 1, 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3, 4



Solution: b)
Justification

The ITCZ is a zone of convergence at the thermal equator where the trade winds meet and it is
a zone where air tends to ascend. It is a low pressure belt and migrates with the changing
position of the thermal equator.
The thermal equator receives the most intense heat from the Sun. Around 20th June each year
the Sun is overhead at 23½º North, the Tropic of Cancer. Around 20th December the Sun is
overhead at 23½º South, the Tropic of Capricorn.
The movement of the thermal equator shifts the belts of planetary winds and pressure systems
to the north and to the south annually.

Q24. Equatorial counter-currents are unique because
a) They flow in a direction opposite to that of the surface winds
b) They circulate from equator the poles uninterrupted.
c) Their travel speed is not affected by the ocean depth.
d) They are the only current to be sandwiched between two eastward-flowing ocean
currents.

Solution: a)
Justification

Equatorial counter-currents are major surface flows that carry water eastward in the Atlantic,
Indian, and Pacific Oceans.
They are located near the equator and are sandwiched between two westward-flowing
currents, the North Equatorial Current and the South Equatorial Current.
Equatorial counter-currents are unique, in that they flow in the opposite direction of the
surface winds. The other major surface currents in the tropics flow in the same direction as the
prevailing winds.

Q25. Korean Peninsula is located between



a) East Sea and South China Sea
b) East Sea and Sea of Okhotsk
c) Yellow Sea and East China Sea
d) Yellow Sea and East Sea

Solution: d)
Justification

The Korean Peninsula is located in East Asia. It is surrounded by the Sea of Japan (East Sea) to
the east and the Yellow Sea (West Sea) to the west, the Korea Strait connecting the two bodies
of water.

Polity

Q1.With reference to office of whip consider the following statements:
1. The office of whip is not mentioned in the constitution but is mentioned in the

Parliamentary statute.
2. He is appointed by the speaker in Lok sabha and by the Chairman in the Rajya sabha.
3. He regulates and monitors the behaviour of the party members in the Parliament.

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 3 only
c) 1 and 2
d) 1 and 3

Solution: c)
Justification

 Statement 1 - The office of ‘whip’, is mentioned neither in the Constitution of India nor
in the Rules of the House nor in a Parliamentary Statute. It is based on the conventions
of the parliamentary government.

 Statement 2 - Every political party, whether ruling or Opposition has its own whip in the
Parliament. He is appointed by the political party to serve as an assistant floor leader.

 Statement 3 - He regulates and monitors the behaviour of the party members in the
Parliament. The members are supposed to follow the directives given by the whip.
Otherwise, disciplinary action can be taken.

Q2.Consider the following statements about Joint sitting of the parliament:



1. The speaker of the Lok sabha summons and presides over the joint sitting of both the
houses.

2. Joint sitting is applicable to ordinary bills and financial bills only.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None

Solution: b)
Justification

 Statement 1 - The president can summon both the Houses to meet in a joint sitting. The
Speaker of Lok Sabha presides over a joint sitting of the two Houses and the Deputy
Speaker, in his absence. If the Deputy Speaker is also absent from a joint sitting, the
Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha presides. If he is also absent, such other person as may
be determined by the members present at the joint sitting, presides over the meeting.

 Statement 2 - The provision of joint sitting is applicable to ordinary bills or financial bills
only and not to money bills or Constitutional amendment bills.

Q3.Consider the following statements.
The Rajya Sabha does not have a procedure for moving of

1. Adjournment motion
2. Censure motion
3. No-confidence motion

Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) 1 and 3 only

Solution: c)
Justification

 Statement 1 and Statement 2 are not possible because these are motions that censure
the government, and Rajya Sabha does not enjoy this power.

 A no-confidence motion is a parliamentary motion which is moved in the Lok Sabha
against the entire council of ministers, stating that they are no longer deemed fit to hold
positions of responsibility due to their inadequacy in some respect or their failure to
carry out their obligations. No prior reason needs to be stated for its adoption in the Lok
Sabha.

Q4.The ideal of ‘Welfare State’in the Indian Constitution is enshrined in its
a) Preamble



b) Directive Principles of State Policy
c) Fundamental Rights
d) Seventh Schedule

Solution: b)
Justification

The directive principles are meant for promoting the ideal of social and economic democracy.
They seek to establish a ‘welfare state’ in India.

Q5.Consider the following statements:
1. The Legislative Council of a State in India can be larger in size that half of the

Legislative Assembly of that particular State.
2. The Governor of State nominates the Chairman of Legislative Council of that

particular State.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: d)
Justification

 The maximum strength of the council is fixed at one-third of the total strength of the
assembly and the minimum strength is fixed at 40 (with some exceptions).

 The Chairman of the Legislative Council is elected by the council itself from amongst its
members.

Q6.Consider the following statements about Speaker Pro Tem
1. The President appoints a member of the Lok Sabha as the Speaker Pro Tem.
2. The constitution mentions no oath to the office of Speaker Pro Tem.
3. The Speaker Pro Tem has limited powers to that of the Speaker.

Which of the above statements are incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 1, 2
c) 2, 3
d) 3 only

Solution: c)
Justification

 As provided by the Constitution, the Speaker of the last Lok Sabha vacates his office
immediately before the first meeting of the newly-elected Lok Sabha. Therefore, the



President appoints a member of the Lok Sabha as the Speaker Pro Tem. Usually, the
senior most member is selected for this. (Statement 1)

 The President himself administers oath to the Speaker Pro Tem. (Statement 2)
 The Speaker Pro Tem has all the powers of the Speaker. (Statement 3)

Q7.The Constitution lays down which of the following qualifications for a person to be
chosen a member of the state legislature:
1. He must be a citizen of India.
2. He must be not less than 25 years of age in the case of the legislative council and

legislative assembly.
3. He must make and subscribe to an oath or affirmation before the person authorised

by the Election Commission.
4. A person to be elected to the legislative assembly must be an elector for an assembly

constituency in the concerned state.
Select the correct code:

a) 1 and 3
b) 1, 2, 3
c) 1, 3, 4
d) 1, 2, 3, 4

Solution: a)
Justification

The Constitution lays down the following qualifications for a person to be chosen a member of
the state legislature.
(a) He must be a citizen of India. (Statement 1)
(b) He must make and subscribe to an oath or affirmation before the person authorised by the
Election Commission for this purpose. (Statement 3) In his oath or affirmation, he swears

(i) To bear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of India
(ii) To uphold the sovereignty and integrity of India

(c) He must be not less than 30 years of age in the case of the legislative council and not less
than 25 years of age in the case of the legislative assembly. (Statement 2)
(d) He must posses other qualifications prescribed by Parliament.

Accordingly, the Parliament has laid down the following additional qualifications in the
Representation of People Act (1951):
(a) A person to be elected to the legislative council must be an elector for an assembly
constituency in the concerned state and to be qualified for the governor’s nomination, he must
be a resident in the concerned state.
(b) A person to be elected to the legislative assembly must be an elector for an assembly
constituency in the concerned state. (Statement 4)
(c) He must be a member of a scheduled caste or scheduled tribe if he wants to contest a seat
reserved for them. However, a member of scheduled castes or scheduled tribes can also
contest a seat not reserved for them.



Q8.The committees which examined the Centre-State Relations are:
1. Sarkaria Commission
2. L M Singhvi Committee
3. Rajamannar Committee
4. M M Punchhi Commission

Select the correct codes:
a) 1, 4
b) 1, 3, 4
c) 2, 3, 4
d) 1, 2, 3, 4

Solution: b)
Justification

In 1986, Rajiv Gandhi government appointed a committee to prepare a concept paper on
‘Revitalisation of Panchayati Raj Institutions for Democracy and Development’ under the
chairmanship of L M Singhvi.

Q9.The constitution upholds the rights of labour and ensures labour welfare in which of the
following ways via Directive principles?
1. It makes provision for just and humane conditions for work and maternity relief.
2. It exhorts the government to take steps to secure the participation of workers in the
management of industries.

Which of the above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None

Solution: c)
Justification

Statement 1: Acts like Maternity Benefit Act or its recent amendment have been enacted in the
spirit of the DPSP (Article 42).
Statement 2: These are socialist principles which draw their moorings from the history of
economic thought in India. India upholds an economic system based on the principles of equity,
fairness and justice, and therefore, such rights (provisions) are crucial to ensure labour welfare.

Q10. With reference to the Union Government consider the following statements.
1. The Department of Revenue is responsible for the preparation of Union

Budget that is presented to the parliament
2. No amount can be withdrawn from the Consolidated Fund of India without

the authorization of Parliament of India.



3. All the disbursements made from Public Account also need the Authorization
from the Parliament of India

Which of the following statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 2 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Solution: c)
Justification

 The constitution establishes three types of funds – Consolidated Fund of India; Public
Account; Contingency Fund.

 Prior authorization is required for withdrawing from Consolidated Fund of India. For
Contingency fund of India, withdrawal can be authorized by the Parliament afterwards too.
For Public Account, no such authorization is needed.

 Assessing the revenues from different central taxes is the primary function of the
Department of Revenue and the expenditure estimates for the current and the next year for
various expenditure heads are assessed by the Department of Expenditure. The Department
of Expenditure also assesses the resources of the public sector undertakings (PSUs).

 The Budget division is a part of the Department of Economic Affairs.

Q11. A parliamentary committee means a committee that:
1. Is appointed or elected by the House
2. Works under the direction of the Speaker / Chairman
3. Presents its report to the President
4. Has a secretariat provided by the Cabinet secretary

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 3, 4
c) 1, 2, 3
d) 2, 3, 4

Solution: a)
Justification

A parliamentary committee means a committee that:
1. Is appointed or elected by the House or nominated by the Speaker / Chairman1
2. Works under the direction of the Speaker / Chairman
3. Presents its report to the House or to the Speaker / Chairman
4. Has a secretariat provided by the Lok Sabha / Rajya Sabha



Q12. Which of the following Parliamentary committees are not chaired by Speaker?
1. Public Accounts Committee
2. Business Advisory Committee
3. Estimates Committee
4. Rules Committee
5. Committee on Public Undertakings
6. General Purposes Committee

Select the correct code:
a) 2, 4, 6
b) 1, 3, 5
c) 1, 2, 4
d) 4, 5, 6

Solution: b)
Justification

The Speaker appoints the chairman of all the parliamentary committees of the Lok Sabha and
supervises their functioning. He himself is the chairman of the Business Advisory Committee,
the Rules Committee and the General Purpose Committee.

Q13. Consider the following statements about estimates committee
1. It consists of 22 members (15 from Lok sabha and 7 from Rajya Sabha).
2. It suggests alternative policies in order to bring about efficiency in administration.
3. It estimates the Budget before it is voted by the Parliament.
4. It cannot question the policy laid down by the Parliament

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 2, 4
d) 1, 3

Solution: d)
Justification

Originally, it had 25 members but in 1956 its membership was raised to 30. All the thirty
members are from Lok Sabha only. The Rajya Sabha has no representation in this committee.
(Statement 1)

It examines the budget estimates only after they have been voted by the Parliament, and not
before that. (Statement 3)

Q14. Consider the following statements about Committee on Private Members’ Bills
and Resolutions



1. The committee classifies bills and allocates time for discussion on bills and resolutions
introduced by private members.

2. This is a special committee of the Lok sabha only.
3. In Lok sabha it is chaired by the Deputy Speaker.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1, 2
c) 1, 3
d) 1, 2, 3

Solution: d)
Justification

This committee classifies bills and allocates time for the discussion on bills and resolutions
introduced by private members (other than ministers). This is a special committee of the Lok
Sabha and consists of 15 members including the Deputy Speaker as its chairman. The Rajya
Sabha does not have any such committee. The same function in the Rajya Sabha is performed
by the Business Advisory Committee of that House.

Q15. Consider the following statements about Public Account Committee
1. This committee was first setup in 1911 under the provisions of the Government of

India Act of 1909.
2. The members are elected according to the principle of proportional representation by

means of single transferable vote.
3. It is vested with the power of disallowance of expenditures by the departments.
4. Only the Parliament can take a final decision on its findings.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 3
b) 2, 4
c) 1, 2, 3
d) 2, 3, 4

Solution: b)
Justification

This committee was set up first in 1921 under the provisions of the Government of India Act of
1919 and has since been in existence. (Statement 1)
It is not vested with the power of disallowance of expenditures by the departments. (Statement
3)

Q16. Which of the following are the compulsory provisions of the 73rd Constitutional
amendment act?
1. Reservation of one-third seats for women in panchayats at all the three levels.



2. Granting powers and authority to the panchayats to enable them to function as
institutions of self-government.

3. Granting financial powers to the panchayats to levy, collect and appropriate taxes,
duties, tolls and fees.

4. Fixing tenure of 5 years for panchayats at all levels and holding fresh elections within
six months in the event of suppression of any panchayat.

a) 1 and 2
b) 2, 3 and 4
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) 1 and 4

Solution: d)
Justification

Statements 1 and 4 are compulsory provisions and statements 2 and 3 are voluntary provisions.

Q17. With reference to the ‘Gram Nyayalaya Act’, which of the following statements
is/are not correct?

1. The precising officer, Nyayadhikari shall be appointed by the Gram Panchayat with the
consultation of the State Government.

2. As per the Act, Gram Nyayalayas can hear only civil cases and not criminal cases.
3. The Act allows local social activists as mediators/reconciliators.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
a) 1 and 2
b) 3 only
c) 1 and 3
d) 2 and 3

Solution: a)
Justification

The Gram Nyayalayas Act, 2008 has been enacted to provide for the establishment of the Gram
Nyayalayas at the grass roots level for the purposes of providing access to justice to the citizens
at their doorsteps and to ensure that opportunities for securing justice are not denied to any
citizen due to social, economic or other disabilities.

The presiding officer (Nyayadhikari) shall be appointed by the State Government in consultation
with the High Court.

The Gram Nyayalaya shall be a mobile court and shall exercise the powers of both Criminal and
Civil Courts.



The Gram Nyayalaya shall try to settle the disputes as far as possible by bringing about
conciliation between the parties and for this purpose, it shall make use of the conciliators to be
appointed for this purpose.

Q18. Which of the following statement is not correct?
a) Fundamental Rights are not sacrosanct
b) Fundamental Rights promote the ideal of political democracy
c) The six rights guaranteed by Article 19 can be suspended when the emergency is

declared on the grounds of external aggression and armed rebellion
d) Laws made to enforce fundamental rights can be made only by the parliament and not

by state legislatures

Solution: c)
Justification

The six rights guaranteed by Article 19 can be suspended only when emergency is declared on
the grounds of war or external aggression (i.e., external emergency) and not on the ground of
armed rebellion (i.e., internal emergency).

Q19. Consider the following statements about Election Commission of India
1. The Election commission shall consist of the chief election commissioner and such

number of other election commissioners as the parliament may from time to time
fix.

2. In case of difference of opinion amongst the chief election commissioner and other
election commissioners the matter is referred to Supreme Court.

3. The conditions of service and tenure of office of election commissioners shall be
determined by the president.

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2
c) 1 and 3
d) 2 and 3

Solution: b)
Justification

Article 324 of the Constitution has made the provisions with regard to the composition of
election commission.
The Election Commission shall consist of the chief election commissioner and such number of
other election commissioners, if any, as the president may from time to time fix.
The conditions of service and tenure of office of the election commissioners and the regional
commissioners shall be determined by the president.
In case of difference of opinion amongst the Chief election commissioner and/or two other
election commissioners, the matter is decided by the Commission by majority.



Q20. Consider the following statements about the composition of National Human
Rights Commission:
1. The chairman should be a retired chief justice of India
2. Members should be serving or retired judges of the Supreme Court.
3. A serving or retired judge of a high court
4. Only one person having knowledge or practical experience with respect to human

rights
Which of the above statements are correct?

a) 1, 2 and 3
b) 1, 3 and 4
c) 1 and 2
d) All of the above

Solution: c)
Justification

The commission is a multi-member body consisting of a chairman and four members. The
chairman should be a retired chief justice of India, and members should be serving or retired
judges of the Supreme Court, a serving or retired chief justice of a high court and two persons
having knowledge or practical experience with respect to human rights.

Q21. The practice of “Fiscal Federalism” in India involves
a) Distribution of financial powers between Centre and States
b) Devolution of central pool to states
c) Setting up of Finance Commission every five years
d) All of the above

Solution: d)
Justification

Federalism refers to the division of responsibilities and functions between the Centre and
States. Fiscal federalism is an important component of federalism. It refers to all financial
matters conducted between the Centre and states with a view of a political federal structure in
mind.
For e.g. the 14th FC has radically enhanced the share of the states in the central divisible pool
from 32 percent to 42 per cent which is the biggest ever increase in vertical tax devolution.
This is supposed to strengthen fiscal federalism.

Q22. Consider the following about Secretary of the panchayat
1. Secretary of the panchayat is elected by the Gram Panchayat from amongst its

members.
2. Secretary of the panchayat is responsible for calling the meeting of the Gram Sabha

and Gram Panchayat and keeping a record of the proceedings.



Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None

Solution: b)
Justification

Gram panchayat has a Secretary who is also the secretary of the Gram Sabah. This person is not an
elected person but is appointed by the state government, to oversee panchayat activities. He is
responsible for calling the meetings of the Gram Sabha and Gram Panchayat and keep a record of
the proceedings.

Q23. Parliament can make laws on the subjects enumerated in the state list to give effect
to international agreements, treaties and conventions with
a) Consent of the states concerned
b) Consent of majority of the states
c) Consent of all the states
d) Without the consent of any state

Solution: d)
Justification

Article 253 - Parliament has power to make any law for the whole or any part of the territory of
India for implementing any treaty, agreement or convention with any other country or
countries or any decision made at any international conference, association or other body.

Q24. Consider the following statements about Fundamental Duties
1. The constitution authorises courts for enforcement of Fundamental Duties.
2. While some Fundamental duties are applicable to Indian citizens, few are applicable

to foreigners.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None

Solution: c)
Justification

Like the Directive Principles, the fundamental duties are also non-justiciable. The Constitution
does not provide for their direct enforcement by the courts. Moreover, there is not legal



sanction against their violation. However, the Parliament is free to enforce them by suitable
legislation.
The Fundamental Duties are confined to citizens only and do not extend to foreigners.

Q25. Which of the following is/are the constitutional functions of the Indian
Parliament?
1. Settling disputes between various government departments.
2. Supervising the work of State legislatures
3. Appointing the heads of all constitutional bodies

Select the correct codes:
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 3
d) None

Solution: d)
Justification

Statement 1 – This is the responsibility of the cabinet and more importantly the Prime minister.
Statement 2 – no body supervises the work of state legislatures. At most, the parliament can
interfere in state legislative matters in special circumstances such as national emergency, Rajya
sabha resolution etc.
Statement 3 – Heads of constitutional bodies are appointed by the President.

History
Q1.After consolidating their position in India, the Delhi Sultans introduced reforms in the

land revenue administration. In this context, inam lands were assigned to
a) Officials against the payment for their services
b) Religious leaders or religious institutions
c) Courtyards for mosques
d) Expand the market in the hinterland of the empire

Solution: b)
Justification

The lands were classified into three categories:
 iqta land – lands assigned to officials as iqtas instead of payment for their services.
 khalisa land – land under the direct control of the Sultan and the revenues collected

were spent for the maintenance of royal court and royal household.
 inam land – land assigned or granted to religious leaders or religious institutions.

Q2.In Ancient India, shrenis served which of these purposes?



1. Provided training to crafts persons
2. Procured raw material for merchants
3. Served as financial institutions for money deposits
4. Supported religious institutions by donations

Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) 1 only
b) 2, 3 and 4 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Solution: d)
Justification

 Many crafts persons and merchants now formed associations known as shrenis.
 These shrenis of crafts persons provided training, procured raw material, and

distributed the finished product.
 Then shrenis of merchants organised the trade.
 Shrenis also served as banks, where rich men and women deposited money.
 This was invested, and part of the interest was returned or used to support religious

institutions such as monasteries.

Q3.The inscriptions of the Cholas mention various kinds of taxes. Which of these is the most
frequently mentioned tax in these inscriptions?
a) Ladamol
b) Vetti
c) Surnam
d) Rumolna

Solution: b)
Justification

 Their inscriptions refer to more than 400 terms for different kinds of taxes.
 The most frequently mentioned tax is vetti, taken not in cash but in the form of forced

labour, and kadamai, or land revenue.
 There were also taxes on thatching the house, the use of a ladder to climb palm trees, a

cess on succession to family property, etc.

Q4.Consider the following:
1. They developed Vesara style of architecture.
2. Their structural temples exist at Aihole, Badami and Pattadakal.
3. Their administration was highly centralized.

The above most accurately refer to?
a) Cholas



b) Chalukyas
c) Cheras
d) Pandyas

Solution: b)
Justification

 Administration: The Chalukya administration was highly centralized unlike that of the
Pallavas and the Cholas. Village autonomy was absent under the Chalukyas.

 Architecture: The Chalukyas were great patrons of art. They developed the vesara style
in the building of structural temples. However, the vesara style reached its culmination
only under the Rashtrakutas and the Hoysalas.

 Cave temple architecture was also famous under the Chalukyas. Their cave temples are
found in Ajanta, Ellora and Nasik.

 The best specimens of Chalukya paintings can be seen in the Badami.

Q5.The amaram lands in the Vijayanagar Empire were
a) State forest Reserves
b) Land granted to army officers
c) Donations made to the temple sites
d) Lands dedicated for industries

Solution: b)
Justification

 The Vijayanagar army was well-organized and efficient. It consisted of the cavalry,
infantry, artillery and elephants.

 The top-grade officers of the army were known as Nayaks or Poligars. They were
granted land in lieu of their services. These lands were called amaram. Soldiers were
usually paid in cash.

Q6.Akbar ordered one of his close friends and courtiers, Abul Fazl to write Akkbar Nama, a
work of three volumes. The volumes deal with
1. Akbar’s ancestors
2. Evolution of administrative setup in Indian subcontinent
3. Geography of India
4. Events of Akbar’s reign

Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) 1 and 4 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1, 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4



Solution: a)
Justification

 The first volume dealt with Akbar’s ancestors and the second volume recorded the
events of Akbar’s reign. The third volume is the Ain-I Akbari. It deals with Akbar’s
administration, household, army, the revenues and geography of his empire.

 It also provides rich details about the traditions and culture of the people living in India.
The most interesting aspect about the Ain-i Akbari is its rich statistical details about
things as diverse as crops, yields, prices, wages and revenues.

Q7.In Medieval India, Mahamandaleshvara was a term often used for
a) Samantas who gained power and wealth to overpowered their Lords
b) Kings who undertook an overseas expedition
c) Priests who performed the most Ashvamedha sacrifices
d) Patrons of temples with several deities

Solution: a)
Justification

By the seventh century there were big landlords or warrior chiefs in different regions of the
subcontinent.

 Existing kings often acknowledged them as their subordinates or samantas.
 They were expected to bring gifts for their kings or overlords, be present at their courts

and provide them with military support.
 As samantas gained power and wealth, they declared themselves to be maha-samanta,

mahamandaleshvara (the great lord of a “circle” or region) and so on.
 Sometimes they asserted their independence from their overlords.

Q8.Chandragupta II, a ruler of the Gupta Empire, assumed the famous title of ‘Sakari’. What
did the title imply?
a) Destroyer of Sakas
b) Lord of the world
c) Well Wisher of masses
d) Devotee of Shankara

Solution: a)
Justification

The greatest of the military achievements of Chandragupta II was his war against the Saka
satraps of western India.

 Rudrasimha III, the last ruler of the Saka satrap was defeated, dethroned and killed.
 His territories in western Malwa and the Kathiawar Peninsula were annexed into the

Gupta Empire.



 After this victory he performed the horse sacrifice and assumed the title Sakari,
meaning, ‘destroyer of Sakas’. He also called himself Vikramaditya.

Q9.With reference to Chola Education and Literature, consider the following:
1. Temples and mathas served as the only educational centres.
2. Not only Vedas and Epics, but subjects like mathematics and medicine were also
taught.
3. Endowment of lands was made to run educational centres.

Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Solution: b)
Justification

 Statement 1: During this period, besides the temples and mathas as educational
centres, several educational institutions also flourished.

 Statement 2 and 3: The development of Tamil literature reached its peak during the
Chola period. And a lot of it came from the contribution of education and literature to
the enrichment of this culture.

 Mathematics and medicine studies showed that Kings encouraged logical and
intellectual pursuits and were not centred entirely on religious studies.

Q10. In Ancient India, Kutagarashala was
a) A place where intellectual debates among Buddhist mendicants took place
b) A place housing artefacts of high value
c) An open place where royal religious processions took place
d) A subsidized public homestay for travellers around the kingdom

Solution: a)
Justification

There were many sects or schools of thought in that period (especially Buddhist period).
 Lively discussions and debates took place between the teachers of these schools of

thought.
 Teachers like Buddha and Mahavira travelled from place to place, trying to convince one

another as well as laypersons, about the validity of their philosophy or the way they
understood the world.

 Debates took place in the kutagarashala (a hut with a pointed roof) and in groves where
travelling mendicants halted.



 If a philosopher succeeded in convincing one of his rivals, the followers of the latter also
became his disciples. So support for any particular sect could grow and shrink over time.

Q11. Those who joined Mughal service were enrolled as mansabdars. Consider the
following about them.
1. It was a grading system to fix rank and salary.
2. The mansabdar was not supposed to have a military force.
3. There was a practice of branding the horses of mansabdars.

Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Solution: c)
Justification

The term mansabdar refers to an individual who holds a mansab, meaning a position or rank. It
was a grading system used by the Mughals to fix (1) rank, (2) salary and (3) military
responsibilities.
Rank and salary were determined by a numerical value called zat. The higher the zat, the more
prestigious was the noble’s position in court and the larger his salary.
The mansabdar’s military responsibilities required him to maintain a specified number of sawar
or cavalrymen.
The mansabdar brought his cavalrymen for review, got them registered, their horses branded
and then received money to pay them as salary.

Q12. Regarding the taxation system of Krishna Deva, the ruler of Vijayanagar, consider
the following statements:
1. The tax rate on land was fixed depending on the quality of the land.
2. Private owners of workshops paid an industries tax.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: c)
Justification

Statement 1: Land revenue was the chief source of income. Land was divided into four
categories for purposes of assessment: wet land, dry land, orchards and woods. Usually the



share was one sixth of the produce. Land revenue could be paid in cash or kind. The rates
varied according to the type of the crops, soil, method of irrigation, etc.
Statement 2: Besides land tax, many professional taxes were also imposed. There were on
shopkeepers, farm servants, workmen, posters, shoemakers, musicians etc. There was also a
tax on property. Grazing and house taxes were also imposed. Commercial taxes consisted of
levies, duties and customs on manufactured articles of trade were also levied. Private owners of
workshops paid an industries tax.

Q13. During Akbars reign, Ibadat khana was used as a
a) House of sacrifices
b) Place for religious discussions
c) Rest house
d) Place for initiation of monks

Solution: b)
Justification

While Akbar was at Fatehpur Sikri during the 1570s he started discussions on religion with the
ulama, Brahmanas, Jesuit priests who were Roman Catholics, and Zoroastrians.
These discussions took place in the ibadat khana. He was interested in the religion and social
customs of different people.

Q14. With reference to the economic history of medieval India, the term ‘Araghatta’
refers to
a) Bonded labour
b) Land grants made to military officers
c) Waterwheel used in the irrigation of land
d) Wasteland and converted to cultivated land

Solution: c)
Justification

The word Araghatta has been used in the ancient texts to describe the Persian Wheel. The ‘ara-
ghatta’ comes from the combination of the words ‘ara’ meaning spoke and ‘ghatta’ meaning
pot. It is used to lift water from water sources typically open wells.

Q15. With reference to Ancient India, mahajanapada rulers imposed taxes on
a) Crops and crafts persons only
b) Goods, crops, herders, hunter gatherers and crafts persons
c) Goods and royal services only
d) Hunter gatherers and crafts persons only

Solution: b)
Justification



As they were building huge forts and maintaining big armies, they needed more resources.
Instead of depending on occasional gifts brought by people, as in the case of the raja of the
janapadas, they started collecting regular taxes.
Taxes on crops were the most important. This was because most people were farmers.

 There were taxes on crafts persons as well.
 Herders were also expected to pay taxes in the form of animals and animal produce.
 There were also taxes on goods that were bought and sold, through trade.
 And hunters and gatherers also had to provide forest produce to the raja.

Q16. Consider the following statements about Champaran Satyagraha
1. The Champaran Satyagraha of 1917 was the first Satyagraha movement in India

inspired by Gandhi.
2. Gandhi was requested by Rajendra Prasad to look into the problems of the indigo

planters of Champaran.
3. Gandhi’s method of inquiry at Champaran was based on surveys by the volunteers.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 2 only
b) 1, 3
c) 3 only
d) 1, 2, 3

Solution: b)
Justification

 Gandhi was so thoroughly persuaded by Rajkumar Shukla, an indigo cultivator from
Champaran that he decided to investigate into the matter.

 Gandhi’s method of inquiry at Champaran was based on surveys by the volunteers. The
respondents who willingly gave statements should sign the papers or give thumb
impressions.

 For those unwilling to participate, the reasons must be recorded by the volunteers. The
principal volunteers in this survey were mostly lawyers like Babu Rajendra Prasad,
Dharnidhar Prasad, Gorakh Prasad, Ramnawami Prasad, Sambhusaran and Anugraha
Narain Sinha.

Q17. Arrange the following events in their correct chronological order:
1. Nehru Report
2. First RTC
3. First May Day in India
4. Dandi March

Select the correct code:
a) 3 1 4 2
b) 3 1 2 4
c) 1 3 4 2



d) 1 3 2 4

Solution: a)
Justification

In 1923, the first May day was celebrated in India in Madras.
1928 – Nehru Report
Dandi March – March 12-April 6, 1930
First Round Table Conference – November 1930 – January 1931

Q18. The plan of Sir Stafford Cripps envisaged that after the Second World War
a) India should be granted complete independence
b) India should be partitioned into two before granting independence
c) India should be made a republic with the condition that she will join the
Commonwealth
d) India should be given Dominion status

Solution: d)
Justification

The main proposals of the mission were as follows.
1. An Indian Union with a dominion status would be set up; it would be free to decide its
relations with the Commonwealth and free to participate in the United Nations and other
international bodies.
2. After the end of the war, a constituent assembly would be convened to frame a new
constitution. Members of this assembly would be partly elected by the provincial assemblies
through proportional representation and partly nominated by the princes.
3. The British government would accept the new constitution subject to two conditions: (i) any
province not willing to join the Union could have a separate constitution and form a separate
Union, and (ii) the new constitution making body and the British government would negotiate a
treaty to effect the transfer of power and to safeguard racial and religious minorities.
4. In the meantime, defence of India would remain in British hands and the governor-general’s
powers would remain intact.

Q19. Consider the following centres of 1857 revolt and the leaders

Centre Leaders
1. Delhi Nana Saheb
2. Lucknow Begum Hazrat Mahal
3. Bihar Khan Bahadur
4. Faizabad Maulvi Ahmadullah
Select the correct code:

a) 1, 3
b) 1, 2, 3



c) 2, 4
d) 2, 3, 4

Solution: c)
Justification

Delhi – General Bakht Khan
Bihar – Kunwar Singh

Q20. Who among the following Governor General followed the policy of non-
interference with native states?
a) John Shore
b) Cornwallis
c) Warren Hastings
d) William Bentinck

Solution: a)
Justification

Sir John Shore followed a policy of non-intervention in the affairs of the native states and
adopted a policy of strict neutrality.

Q21. In the Gupta empire, Paramabhattaraka was a
a) Council of Peace and conflict
b) Minister for foreign affairs
c) In charge of granaries
d) Title adopted by Gupta Kings

Solution: d)
Justification

The Gupta kings patronized Brahmanical Hinduism. In other words, the period witnessed the
ascendancy of Brahmanical religious beliefs like Vaishnavism, Saivism, Shakti worship etc. The
rulers themselves were ardent worshippers of Vishnu and accepted Vaishnavite titles like
Parama Bliagabata, Parama Bhattaraka etc.

Q22. Chola inscriptions mention several categories of land. Among them vellanvagai
was a land
a) given for the maintenance of a school
b) donated to Jaina institutions
c) belonging to non-Brahmana peasant proprietors
d) left for fallow cultivation



Solution: c)
Justification

These were the major categories:
 Vellanvagai: land of non-Brahmana peasant proprietors
 Brahmadeya: land gifted to Brahmanas
 Shalabhoga: land for the maintenance of a school
 Devadana, tirunamattukkani: land gifted to temples
 Pallichchhandam: land donated to Jaina institutions

Q23. With reference to the cultural history of India, the memorizing of chronicles,
dynastic histories and Epictales was the profession of who of the following?
a) Shramana
b) Parivraajaka
c) Agrahaarika
d) Maagadha

Solution: d)
Justification

“The memorizing of chronicles, dynastic histories, or epic tales was the work of a group of
people, the sutas and magadhas.”

Q24. In the ancient traditions, traders’ voyages often refer which of these lands to
Suvarnabhumi (the land of gold)?
a) Countries of the South-East Asia
b) African nations
c) Sri Lankan islands
d) European countries

Solution: a)
Justification

Suvarnabhumi, which means “The Land of Gold”, is an ancient term for Southeast Asia, found in
early Buddhist and Hindu literature.

Q25. Which one of the following books of ancient India has the love story of the son of
the founder of Sunga dynasty?
a) Swapnavasavadatta
b) Malavikagnimitra
c) Meghadoota
d) Ratnavali

Solution: b)



Justification

It is a Sanskrit play by Kalidasa. It is based on some events of the reign of Pushyamitra Shunga.
The play tells the story of the love of Agnimitra, the Shunga Emperor at Vidisha, for the
beautiful hand-maiden of his chief queen.

Q26. Privy Purse was granted to the princely states due to which of these reasons?
a) This was a part of the compromise to get Princely states on board the Constituent
Assembly
b) There was a revolt in the general populace with the uprooting of the princely states
from the Independent India
c) Princely states had significant private property and their integration was preceded by
an assurance that they will be allowed to retain some property and be given some
government allowances
d) Princely states played a significant role in bringing constitutional reforms in the British
administration

Solution: c)
Justification

The integration of the Princely States was preceded by an assurance that after the
dissolution of princely rule, the then rulers’ families would be allowed to retain certain private
property, and given a grant in heredity or government allowance, measured on the basis of the
extent, revenue and potential of the merging state. This grant was called the privy purse.

Q27. Which of the following are correctly matched:
List 1 List 2

1. Kandh Uprising Resented the oppression by revenue officials, police, money
lenders, zamindars

2. Kol Mutiny When British put an end to practice of Mariah
3. Santhal Rising Large scale transfer of land from headmen to outsiders
Select the correct code

a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 2, 3
d) None

Solution: d)
Justification



Kandh Uprising (1837 – 56) – The Kandhs retaliated under Chakra Bisoi against the british
efforts to put an end to the Kandh’s practice of human sacrifice (Mariah).

Kol Mutiny( 1831) - This covered Ranchi, Singhbhum, Hazaribagh, Palamau and the western
parts of Manbhum. The trouble in 1831 started with large-scale transfers of land from Kol
headmen to outsiders like Hindu, Sikh and Muslim farmers and money-lenders who were
oppressive and demanded heavy taxes. The Kols resented this and in 1831, under the
leadership of Buddho Bhagat, the Kol rebels killed or burnt about a thousand outsiders. Only
after large-scale military operations could order be restored.

Santhal Rising - Santhals, an agricultural people, who had fled to settle in the plains of the
Rajmahal hills led to the Santhal rebellion against the zamindars. The money-lenders who had
the support of the police among others had joined the zamindars to subject the peasants to
oppressive exactions and dispossession of lands. The rebellion turned into an anti-British
movement. Under Sidhu and Kanhu, two brothers, the Santhals proclaimed an end to Company
rule, and declared the area between Bhagalpur and Rajmahal as autonomous. The rebellion
was suppressed by 1856.

Q28. The book, Philosophy of the Bomb was written by
a) Bhagat Singh
b) Tilak
c) Barindra Kumar Ghosh
d) Bhagwaticharan Vohra

Solution: d)
Justification

Bhagawati charan vohra is the writer of book philosophy of the bomb.

Q29. Which of the following is/are NOT associated with the cause of women social
reform movements in India?
1. All India Muslim Ladies Conference
2. Arya Samaj in Punjab
3. Pandita Ramabai

Choose the correct answer using the codes below:
a) 1 and 2
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 3
d) All are associated

Solution: d)
Justification



Within India, social reformers from Punjab and Bengal exchanged ideas with reformers from
Madras and Maharashtra. Keshav Chandra Sen of Bengal visited Madras in 1864. Pandita
Ramabai travelled to different corners of the country. Some of them went to other countries.
Modern social organisations like the Brahmo Samaj in Bengal and Arya Samaj in Punjab were
set up. The All-India Muslim Ladies Conference (Anjuman-E-Khawatn-E-Islam) was founded in
1914. Indian reformers debated not just in public meetings but through public media like
newspapers and journals. Translations of writings of social reformers from one Indian language
to another took place.

Q30. Consider the following statements
1. The Permanent Settlement system was introduced by the British to encourage
investment in agriculture
2. The British expected the Permanent Settlement system would help the emergence of
a class of yeomen farmers who would be loyal to the Company

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 Only
c) Both
d) None

Solution: c)
Justification

In introducing the Permanent Settlement, British officials hoped to resolve the problems they
had been facing since the conquest of Bengal. By the 1770s, the rural economy in Bengal was in
crisis, with recurrent famines and declining agricultural output. Officials felt that agriculture,
trade and the revenue resources of the state could all be developed by encouraging investment
in agriculture. This could be done by securing rights of property and permanently fixing the
rates of revenue demand. If the revenue demand of the state was permanently fixed, then the
Company could look forward to a regular flow of revenue, while entrepreneurs could feel sure
of earning a profit from their investment, since the state would not siphon it off by increasing
its claim. The process, officials hoped, would lead to the emergence of a class of yeomen
farmers and rich landowners who would have the capital and enterprise to improve agriculture.
Nurtured by the British, this class would also be loyal to the Company.

Environment
Q1.With reference to Nitrogen Cycle, the biological oxidation of ammonia to nitrite takes

place in which of the following process?
a) Ammonification



b) Nitrification
c) Assimilation
d) Denitrification

Solution: b)
Justification

The nitrogen cycle contains several stages:
1. Nitrification
2. Assimilation
3. Ammonification
4. Denitrification

 Nitrification - Nitrification is the biological oxidation
of ammonia or ammonium to nitrite followed by the oxidation of the nitrite to nitrate.
Nitrification is an aerobic process performed by small groups
of autotrophic bacteria and archaea.

 Assimilation - Nitrogen compounds in various forms, such as nitrate, nitrite, ammonia,
and ammonium are taken up from soils by plants which are then used in the formation
of plant and animal proteins.

 Ammonification - When plants and animals die, or when animals emit wastes, the
nitrogen in the organic matter re-enters the soil where it is broken down by other
microorganisms, known as decomposers. This decomposition produces ammonia which
is then available for other biological processes.

 Denitrification - Nitrogen makes its way back into the atmosphere through a process
called denitrification, in which nitrate (NO3-) is converted back to gaseous nitrogen (N2).

Q2.Which of the following pollutants are directly emitted from motor vehicles?
1. Particulate matter
2. Un-burnt hydrocarbons
3. Ozone
4. Carbon monoxide
5. Methane

Select the correct code:
a) 1, 2, 4, 5
b) 1, 2, 4
c) 1, 3, 4, 5
d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Solution: a)
Justification

The following pollutants are emitted from motor vehicles:
Particulate matter (PM).



Un-burnt hydrocarbons.
Nitrogen oxides (NOx).
Carbon monoxide (CO).
Carbon dioxide (CO2).
Sulphur dioxide (SO2).
Methane

While ozone is not emitted directly from automobiles, the unstable compound is formed in the
atmosphere through a complex set of chemical reactions involving hydrocarbons, oxides of
nitrogen, and sunlight.

Q3.Which of the following quality marks assure the of food products?
1. ISI MARK

2. AGMARK

3. ECOMARK

4. FPO Mark
Select the correct code:

a) 1, 2, 3
b) 2, 4
c) 1, 2, 4
d) 1, 2, 3, 4

Solution: d)
Justification

 ISI is a certification marks scheme, operated by Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS). Some
mandatory ISI certification products include cement, electrical appliances, LPG cylinder,
Batteries, Oil pressure stove, Automobile Accessories, Medical equipment, steel
products, Stainless Steel, Chemicals, Fertilizers, infant foods and packaged drinking
water.

 AGMARK - The Agmark certification is done of agricultural commodities for the benefit
of consumers and producers/manufacturers by Directorate of Marketing and Inspection,
an agency of the Government of India. There are some 205 different
commodities including Pulses, Cereals, Essential Oils, Vegetable Oils, Fruits and
Vegetables, and semi-processed products that have to have an AGMARK.

 ECOMARK - Eco mark is a certification mark issued by the Bureau of Indian Standards
(the national standards organization of India) to products conforming to a set of
standards aimed at the least impact on the ecosystem. It includes Foods Preservatives
and Additives.

 FPO Mark - This mark is a certification mark mandatory for all the "processed fruit
products" in India.



Q4.High-yielding varieties (HYVs) of agricultural crops are usually characterized by a
combination of the following traits in contrast to the conventional varieties:
1. Tallness
2. Improved response to fertilizers
3. Very low reliance on irrigation

Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 2 only
d) 1 and 3 only

Solution: c)
Justification

 HYVs became popular in the 1960s and played an important role in the green revolution,
although their ancestral roots can be older.

 Advantages
o Starvation and famine have been reduced
o HYV crops are shorter (show the trait of dwarfness) so more able to withstand

high winds and heavy rain
o More food is grown on an area of land which increases farmers' profits
o Early maturation

 Disadvantages
o HYV crops need a lot of fertilisers and pesticides to grow which increases costs

and pollution
o HYV crops require a more reliable source of water – irrigation increases costs.

 Most important HYVs can be found among wheat, corn, soybean, rice, potato, and
cotton.

Q5.The major difference in standards between the BS-IV and the new BS-VI auto fuel norms
is with regards to the reduction of
a) Sulphur
b) Carbon dioxide
c) Arsenic
d) Lead

Solution: a)
Justification

 The BS — or Bharat Stage — emission standards are norms instituted by the
government to regulate the output of air pollutants from internal combustion engine
equipment, including motor vehicles. India has been following the European (Euro)
emission norms, though with a time-lag of five years.



 The newly introduced fuel is estimated to reduce the amount of sulphur released by
80%, from 50 parts per million to 10 ppm. As per the analysts, the emission of NOx
(nitrogen oxides) from diesel cars is also expected to reduce by nearly 70% and 25%
from cars with petrol engines.

Q6.The Palpur-Kuno Wildlife Sanctuary (PKWLS) is located in which state?
a) Maharashtra
b) Gujarat
c) Madhya Pradesh
d) Odisha

Solution: c)
Justification

Q7.In India, if a species of tortoise is declared protected under Schedule I of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, what does it imply?
a) It enjoys the same level of protection as the tiger.
b) It no longer exists in the wild, a few individuals are under captive protection; and now
it is impossible to prevent its extinction.
c) It is endemic to a particular region of India.
d) Both (b) and (c) stated above are correct in this context.

Solution: a)
Justification

Schedule I animals under the Wildlife Act enjoy the highest protection in India. Since tiger is
also covered in Schedule I, option A is correct.

Q8.If you want to see gharials in their natural habitat, which one of the following is the best
place to visit?
a) Bhitarkanika Mangroves
b) Chambal River
c) Pulicat Lake
d) Deepor Beel

Solution: b)
Justification

 Option A: Gharials inhabit deep freshwater habitats, not both freshwater and saltwater
habitats as inhabited by crocodile species. So, A is ruled out. Option A is the home of
saltwater crocodile.

 Option B: Gharials can be naturally found in National Chambal Gharial Wildlife
Sanctuary.



 The gharial is one of three crocodilians native to India, the other two being the mugger
crocodile and the saltwater crocodile.

Q9.With reference to the ‘Global Alliance for Climate-Smart Agriculture (GACSA)’ which of
the following statements is/are correct?
1. GACSA is an outcome of the Climate Summit held in Pats in 2015.
2. Membership of GACSA does not create any binding obligations.
3. India was instrumental in the creation of GACSA.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Solution: b)
Justification

 Statement 1 is incorrect because the concept of Climate-Smart Agriculture (CSA) was
originally developed by FAO and officially presented at the Hague Conference on
Agriculture, Food Security and Climate Change in 2010, through the paper “Climate-
Smart Agriculture: Policies, Practices and Financing for Food Security, Adaptation and
Mitigation”. In 2014 an alliance was set up with this issue as its focal point: the GASCA
(Global Alliance for Climate-Smart Agriculture).

 GACSA is an inclusive, voluntary and action-oriented multi-stakeholder platform on
Climate-Smart Agriculture (CSA). Its vision is to improve food security, nutrition and
resilience in the face of climate change.

 Statement 2 is correct because membership in the Alliance does not create any binding
obligations and each member individually determines the nature of its participation.

 Statement 3 is incorrect because India is just a signatory.

Q10. Consider the following:
1. Birds
2. Dust blowing
3. Rain
4. Wind blowing

Which of the above spread plant diseases?
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 3 and 4 only
(c) 1, 2 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Solution: d)
Justification



 Nematodes, snails, birds, and wild and domestic animals often help dissemination of
plant diseases.

 The spores of many parasitic fungi are disseminated by air currents from diseased to
disease-free host Pathogens like, bacteria are often disseminated by splashing of
raindrops, as in case of Citrus canker disease.

 Soil and field operation also disseminate the diseases as they result in dust blowing.

Q11. Which of the following microorganisms is/are used as Bio-fertilizers?
1. Rhizobium
2. Azospirillum
3. Azotobacter
4. mycorrhiza

Select the correct code:
a) 1, 2, 3
b) 2, 3, 4
c) 1, 3, 4
d) 1, 2, 3, 4

Solution: d)
Justification

A biofertilizer is a substance which contains living microorganisms which, when applied,
colonize the rhizosphere or the interior of the plant and promotes growth by increasing the
supply or availability of primary nutrients to the host plant.
There are five biofertilizers viz. Rhizobium, Azotobacter, Azospirillum, Phosphate Solubilizing
Bacteria and mycorrhiza , which have been incorporated in India’s Fertilizer Control Order
(FCO), 1985.
Rhizobium, Azotobacter, Azospirillum and blue green algae (BGA) have been traditionally used
as Biofertilizers. Blue green algae such as Nostoc, Anabaena, Tolypothrix and Aulosira fix
atmospheric nitrogen.

Q12. Consider the following statements about Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC)
1. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the United Nations body for

assessing the science related to climate change.

2. The IPCC does not conduct its own research.
3. It was created by UNDP in 1988

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1, 2



c) 1, 3
d) 1, 2, 3

Solution: b)
Justification

The IPCC was created to provide policymakers with regular scientific assessments on climate
change, its implications and potential future risks, as well as to put forward adaptation and
mitigation options.

The assessment reports are a key input into the international negotiations to tackle climate
change. Created by the United Nations Environment Programme (UN Environment) and the
World Meteorological Organization (WMO) in 1988, the IPCC has 195 members.

Q13. Consider the following statements in respect of Trade Related Analysis of Fauna
and Flora in Commerce (TRAFFIC):

1. TRAFFIC is a bureau under United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
2. The mission of TRAFFIC is to ensure that trade in wild plants and animals is not a threat
to the conservation of nature.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)
Justification

Statement 1: It is an NGO, not a bureau under UNEP. So, 1 is wrong.
TRAFFIC is governed by the TRAFFIC Committee, a steering group composed of members of
TRAFFIC’s partner organizations, WWF and IUCN.
Statement 2: It is working globally on Wildlife trade monitoring network.
It specializes in investigating and analysing wildlife trade trends, patterns, impacts and drivers
to provide the leading knowledge base on trade in wild animals and plants.

Q14. The phenomenon of increasing concentration of a substance, such as a
toxic chemical, in the tissues of tolerant organisms at successively higher levels in a food
chain is known as:
a) Bioaccumulation
b) Biodilution
c) Biomagnification
d) Biosparging

Solution: c)



Justification

Biomagnification, also known as bioamplification or biological magnification, is the increasing
concentration of a substance, such as a toxic chemical, in the tissues of tolerant organisms at
successively higher levels in a food chain.

Q15. Consider the following pairs:
Terms sometimes Their origin

1. Annex—I Countries : Cartagena Protocol
2. Certified Emissions Reductions: Nagoya Protocol
3. Clean Development Mechanism: Kyoto Protocol

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Solution: c)
Justification

Parties to the UNFCCC are classified as: Annex I, Annex II and Non-Annex I.

Annex I Parties include the industrialized countries that were members of the OECD
(Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) in 1992, plus countries with
economies in transition (the EIT Parties), including the Russian Federation, the Baltic States, and
several Central and Eastern European States.

Certified Emission Reductions (CERs) are a type of emissions unit (or carbon credits) issued by
the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) Executive Board for emission reductions achieved by
CDM projects under the rules of the Kyoto Protocol.

Q16. In which one of the following states is Gumti Wildlife Sanctuary located?
a) Tripura
b) Nagaland
c) Assam
d) Arunachal Pradesh

Solution: a)
Justification

Gumti Wildlife Sanctuary is a Wildlife Sanctuary in Tripura.



Q17. Parali I island sometime seen in news is located in
a) Lakshadweep
b) South China Sea
c) Andaman and Nicobar
d) Sea of Japan

Solution: a)
Justification

This was in news in 2017. Parali I island, one of the uninhabited islands that is a part of
Lakshadweep has vanished due to coastal erosion and another four such territories in
the sea are shrinking fast, claims a new study.

Q18. Consider the following statements about ozone hole formation.
1. It occurs only in the Arctic Region.
2. Polar stratospheric clouds (PSCs) play a central role in the formation of the ozone

hole.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None

Solution: b)
Justification

Polar stratospheric clouds (PSCs) play a central role in the formation of the ozone hole in the
Antarctic and Arctic. PSCs provide surfaces upon which heterogeneous chemical reactions take
place. These reactions lead to the production of free radicals of chlorine in the stratosphere
which directly destroy ozone molecules.

Q19. Carbon dioxide is naturally fixed by converting it into
1. Glucose
2. Carbonates

Select the right code
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None

Solution: c)
Justification



The percentage of carbon dioxide in our atmosphere is a mere fraction of a percent because
carbon dioxide is ‘fixed’ in two ways: (i) Green plants convert carbon dioxide into glucose in the
presence of Sunlight and (ii) many marine animals use carbonates dissolved in sea-water to
make their shells.

Q20. Consider the following statements regarding ‘Earth Day’
1. It is an initiative of the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)
2. It is a movement in which the participants switch off the lights for one hour on a certain

day every year.
3. It is a movement to raise the awareness about protection of the environment

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 3 only
d) 1, 2, 3

Solution: c)
Justification

Earth Day
Earth Day is an annual event celebrated on April 22. Worldwide, various events are held to
demonstrate support for environmental protection. First celebrated in 1970, Earth Day events
in more than 193 countries are now coordinated globally by the Earth Day Network.

Earth Hour is a worldwide movement organized by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF).
The event is held annually encouraging individuals, communities, and businesses to turn off
non-essential electric lights for one hour, from 8:30 to 9:30 pm on a specific day towards the
end of March, as a symbol of commitment to the planet. It was started as a lights-off event
in Sydney, Australia, in 2007. Since then, it has grown to engage more than 7,000 cities and
towns across 187 countries and territories.

Economy
Q1.The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had introduced an incremental Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR)

few years ago to
1. Allow banks to cut down their priority sector lending targets
2. Absorb excess liquidity in the banking system following demonetisation
3. Increase the loanable funds with RBI

Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 2 only



d) 1 and 3 only

Solution: c)
Justification

Statement 1: PSL are administered independently of the CRR requirements. Banks must lend a
portion of their deposits in form of PSL. The recent move was not related to PSL.

Statement 2: CRR is the proportion of deposits that banks have to keep as cash with the RBI.
The present requirement is only 4% of total demand deposits. But, as per the recent measure
Banks had to maintain 100% CRR for incremental deposits they received between September
16, 2016 and November 11, 2016. This is because over 2 lakh crores of cash was deposited in
the banking system. Lending this fund will create a massive rise in liquidity in the financial
markets and lead to inflation and volatility.

Q2.Which of the following measures by the government will lead to reduction in inflation?
1. Reducing government tax collection
2. Reducing government spending
3. Banning the export of essential items

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 2, 3
c) 1, 3
d) 1, 2, 3

Solution: b)
Justification

Inflation can be controlled by increasing the supplies of goods and services and reducing money
incomes in order to control aggregate demand.

Fiscal measures to control inflation:

The government should reduce unnecessary expenditure on non-development activities in
order to curb inflation. (Statement 2)

To cut personal consumption expenditure, the rates of personal, corporate and commodity
taxes should be raised (Statement 1)

Some protectionist measures (such as banning the export of essential items such as pulses,
cereals and oils to support the domestic consumption, encourage imports by lowering duties on
import items etc.). (Statement 3)

Q3.In economics, ‘Externalities’ refer to



a) External commercial borrowings
b) Income earned from external sources
c) Positive or negative consequence of an economic activity
d) Paying interest to the loans taken from International financial institutions

Solution: c)
Justification

Externalities occur when producing or consuming a good cause an impact on third parties not
directly related to the transaction.
Externalities can either be positive or negative.

Positive Externality

A farmer grows apple trees. An external benefit is that he provides nectar for a nearby
beekeeper who gains increased honey as a result of the farmers’ orchard. The beekeeper
provides an external benefit to the apple grower because his bees help to fertilise the apple
tree.

Negative Externality

Making furniture by cutting down rainforests in the Amazon leads to negative externalities to
other people. Firstly it harms the indigenous people of the Amazon rainforest. It also leads to
higher global warming as there are fewer trees to absorb carbon dioxide.

Q4.Which of the following action/actions can be taken by the Government to reduce the
deficit budget?

1. Reducing revenue expenditure
2. Introducing new welfare schemes
3. Rationalizing subsidies
4. Reducing import duty

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Solution: c)
Justification

Statement 1: Unnecessary revenue expenditure bloats the fiscal deficit, and since it forms the
majority of government spending, its reduction has a very large effect on the fiscal deficit.
Statement 2: It will further increase the fiscal deficit.



Statement 3: Subsidies are a major component of government spending, and its reduction will
cut down fiscal deficit.
Statement 4: It reduces tax revenue and thus increases fiscal deficit.

Q5.Non-performing Assets (NPAs) are loans made by a bank or finance company on which
repayments or interest payments are not being made on time. How do high NPAs affect
the Banks in India?
1. Banks tend to lower the interest rates on deposits
2. Results in lesser interest income
3. Adds to risk weighted assets

Select the correct code?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3

Solution: d)
Justification

Statement 1 - In the light of high NPAs, Banks tend to lower the interest rates on deposits on
one hand and likely to levy higher interest rates on advances.

Statement 2 - The increased NPAs put pressure on recycling of funds and reduces the ability of
banks for lending more and thus results in lesser interest income.

Statement 3 - As per Basel norms, banks are required to maintain adequate capital on risk-
weighted assets on an ongoing basis. Every increase in NPA level adds to risk weighted assets
which warrant the banks to shore up their capital base further.


