INSIGHI SAS

SIMPLIFYING IAS EXAM PREPAR/

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

s

SECURESYNOPSIS
MAINS 2019

JANUARZZ0D




SECURE SYNOPSIS "

NI

NOTE : Please remember that following 6 a n s vaeerN®©O®d 6 mo daar/s weThey
are NOT synopsis too if we go by definition of the term. What we are providing is
content that both meets demand of the question and at the same time gives you extra

points in the form of background information.

1 www.insightsias.com

www.insightsonindia.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/

SECURE SYNOPSIS "’

Table of Contents

TOPIC:ndian Constitution historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions and
basic structure ; 7

Q) The amendments proposed by the government in relation to POCSO act, 2012, will

undermine the right to life enshrined in the Indian constitution. Discuss. (250 words) 7
Q) Discuss the constitutional provisions related to reservation for Indian citizens. (250
words) 9

Q) Combating discrimination based on caste is no longer a priority for Indian reformers. Do
you agree. Comment. (250 words) 11

Q) The 10% quota for higher -caste EWSs discredits the moral foundation of the principle of
social justice. Co mment. (250 words) 13

Q) The parliamentary developments in UK has led to utter confusion in UK but has important
lessons that liberal democracies around the world can learn. Discuss in context of India whose

parliamentary system borrows heavily from UK ? (250 words) 16

Q) Saving the Constitution is not about saving a text, it is about renewing a commitment to

each other. Comment. (250 words) 17

Q) Constitution alone cannot fight social evils. Comment in the context of the Sabarimala

temple controversy. (250 words) 19
Topicg Sructure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary; Ministries and Departments of
the Government; pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the Pality. 21

Q) Evaluate whether the All India judicial service is an idea whose time has come? (250

words) 21

Q) Critically analyze the process of selection of supreme court judges in India. How can the

process be made more transparent ? (250 words) 24

Q) The judicial appointment to the higher courts remains riddled with arbitrariness, opacity,

and an absence of accountability. Analyze. (250 words) 26
Topicg Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the federal
structure, devolution of powers and finances up tackl levels and challenges therein. 29

Q) Getting rid of the minimum education criteria for contesting panchayat polls is a welcome

decisi on, especially in India which is home to 35%

analyze. (250 words) 29

Q) The policy of reservation has transformed from an affirmative action policy to an anti

poverty measure. Critically examine. (250 words) 31

Q) The lack of alarm caused by the denial of local democracy reveals our collective bias

regarding the place of local governments.. Comme nt. (250 words) 33

Q) Critically comment on the way the courts have interpreted the Section 124(A) of the penal

code. Comment on what do  you think the future of sedition law in India should be ? (250

words) 35

Q) Without proper planning, 10% reservation could cause sig nificant strain for universities in

India. Analyze. (250 words) 38
Topic: Statutory, regulatory and various quagidicial bodies 40

Q) The 2014 NGT ban on rat hole mining in Meghalaya has only accentuated the problem.
Critically analyze.(250 words) 40

www.insightsonindia.com 2 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/

SECURE SYNOPSIS "’

Topic:Governmentpolicies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their

design and implementation. 42
Q) Inits p resent form the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 2018 is very
problematic and does little towards gender justice. Analyze. (250 words) 42
Q) Explain the provisions of fugitive economic offenders act, 2018 and critically examine its
impact ? (250 words) 44
Q) Irrespective of its fate in the Upper House, the proposed citizenship amendment Bill has
polarised the Northeast. Critically examine. (250 words) 46
Q) The success of Swachh Bharat mission lies in the behavioural change it has managed to
bring, more than anythin g else. Critically analyze. (250 words) 49
Q) While the Good Samaritan law is a step in the right direction, at the same t ime there needs
to be more awareness around the subject. Discuss. (250 words) 51
Q) For Ayushman Bharat to succeed, the private sector w ill have to take greater ownership.
Critically analyze. (250 words) 53
Q) Discuss the provisions of right to disconnect Bill and analyze its need ? (250 words) b6
Q) There is a need for National Clean Air Pro gramme to create room for tighter action and
better fiscal strategy . Examine. (250 words) 58
Q) What is the Global housing tech chal lenge? Examine how will it benefit Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana ? (250 words) 61
Q) Making Universal Basic Income Scheme work requires h uge funding as well as certain other
measures to raise revenue and reduce expenditure. Analyze. (250 words) 63
Q) Analyze the provisions of the anti lynching law of Manipur and how it helps in controlling
hate crimes ? (250 words) 65
Q) What do the draft CRZ rules imply from the perspective of environmental justice and
distributive justice.Discuss. (250 words) 67
Q) Data manipulat ion in the MGNREGA is leading to gross violations in its implementation.
Analyze. (250 words) 70
Q) Discuss the recently released guid  elines to re -energize and reinvigorate the Jan Shikshan
Sansthans. (250 words) 72
Q) The endorsement of bankruptcy law and its provisio ns by supreme court marks an end of
odefaulterds paradisebo. Examine. (250 wor ds)4

Topicg Welfare schemes for vulnerablesstions of the population by the Centre and States and the performance
of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of

these vulnerable sections. 76
Q) There is scant focus on improving the situation with respect to bonded labour in India
despite it being unconstitutional. Analyze. (250 words) 76
Q) Ujjwala scheme is a novel initiative which needs to iron out its implementation issues.
Discuss. (250 words) 78
Q) Direct income support has been cast as a panacea for ending ma ss poverty. Critically
examine in this context the idea presented by Arvind Subramaniam and others regarding
direct income support. (250 words) 81

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, Education,
Human Resources. 83

Q) Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojana has a number of challenges to contend with as it seeks
to improve the status of healthcare in India. Discuss. (250 words) 83

www.insightsonindia.com 3 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/

SECURE SYNOPSIS "’

Q) The era of specialisation has its own achievements but it has also created narrow

reductionist viewpoints on environment and nature. Comment. (250 words) 85

Q) Despite the RTE Act being more than a decade old, educational outcomes in India continue

to remain poor. Examine. (250 words) 87
QSkil l ndia needs a sharp realignment if it is to me
Discuss. (250 words) 89

Q) DAY-NRLM has playe d a significant role in reducing poverty in India, in the recent years.

Discuss. (250 words) 92

Q) Frontline government workers such as Anganwadi workers, teachers, nurses etc face issues
in their working conditions which need to be alleviated for better social sector indicators.

Examine. (250 words) 94
Q) The ASER report highlights that there is a need for innovation in education sector in India.
Comment. (250 words) 96

Topic Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections 99

Q) The shocking neglect of child care institutions must presents a very sorry state of affairs.
Examine. (250 words) 99

Q) Examine whether assessing the performance of constituencies in social development
indicators would lead to greater acc  ountability among our elected representatives ? (250
words) 101

TOPICtmportant aspects of governance, transparency and accountabjligggovernance application, models,
successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other

measures. Role of civil services in a democracy. 103
Q) There is a need to iron out the flaws in RTI act rather than manipulating its loopholes.
Comment. (250 words) 103
Q) Frequent transfers of government employees is a constant source of worry, which affects
their performance negatively. Comment. (250 words) 105

Q) Critically analyze whether the leadership role provided by IPS to CAPF should be abolished
or curtailed at the very least ? (250 words) 107

TopicDevelopment processes and the development industry the role of NGOs, SHGs, various groups ant
associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders 109

Q) As India copes with the digital age, it will have to navigate between diverse competing

interests. Analyze. (250 words) 109
TopicgIndia and its neighborhoodrelations, Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving
LYRALF | YRKk2NJ) ele®sSOGAY3I LYRAIQa AY 111

Q) I ndiads strategic interests are better served

Evaluate. (250 words) 111

Q) The recent political results in Bangladesh will prov ide a fillip to India Bangladesh bilateral

relations. Comment. (250 words) 113

Q) The new electricity guidelines released by Ministry of power are a first step towards creating

a true regional market in South Asia. Analyze. (250 words) 115

Q) J&K needs sustained coordinated efforts of public outreach from all stakeholders in order

to establish long term peace in the state. Comment. (250 words) 117

Q) Faith based diplomacy has several l'imitations

interests in the  long run. Comment. (250 words) 118

www.insightsonindia.com 4 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/

SECURE SYNOPSIS "’

Q) Non Alignment is one of the most important legacy of | ndian foreign policy which need not

be sacrificed at the altar of pragmatism. Discuss. (250 words) 120

Q) Examine why has SAARC failed to perform its role as an integrator and address areas of

common interests ? (250 words) 122

Q) India has often been accused of playing the role of a big brother in its neighbourhood.

Evaluate whether this is true. (250 words) 123

Q) Examine the major issues in India Bhutan relations and suggest measured for continuing

the cohesive and durable relationship with Bhutan ? (250 words) 125

Q) Discuss the importance of Maldives in Indian foreign policy? Examine the impact of recent

election outcome in Maldives on its relationship with India? (250 words) 128

Q) Bl MSTEC provides India with a viable alternat
policy. Analyze. (250 words) 130

Q) The Draft Patents Rules, released by the Ministry of Commerce undermine safeguards

against frivolous patents. Analyze. (250 words) 132

Q) Indiads reluctance to admit China into the SAA
words) 134

Q) There is a need for India to have a better focus on the non -conventional security threats
prevalent in South Asia. Discuss. (250 words) 136

Q) Space technology has great potential to help social and economic development, especially
in parts of the developing world such as South Asia, however, the potential remains untapped.
Analyze. (250 words) 138

Q) Discuss the evolution of Indiabd6s policy wili4d h r

Q) Discuss the relevance of SAARC in Indiads fore
more suited to I ndiads interests ? (250 worlds)
Q) BIMSTEC has demonstrated considerable push to further expand cooperation and
connectivity among the member states. Discuss. (250 words) 145
Q) Discus how India -Maldives relationship has evolved over the time. (250 words) 147
Q) In its present form, RCEP agreement, is good for the region but not for India. Critically
analyze. (250 words) 149
Q) Comment on what would Brexit, and the form it takes, mean for India and how should
India prepare for this eventuality ? (250 words) 151
Q) India should not allow the RCEP trade deal to fail. Do you agree. Comment. (250 words)
153
Q) Critically examine whether the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration
solve the migrant crisis facing the world currently ? (250 words) 155
Q) Examine the fears of the developing countries with regards to displacin g the o0devel o

agendadé in the WTO for a new agenda on digi ti®1 tr
Topia Effect of policies and politics of dé&v 2 LISR ' YR RS@St 2LIAyYy 3 O2dzy G NR Sa

159
Q) Critically analyze the significance of Asia Reassurance Init iative Act for India ? (250 words)
159
Q) Highlight the role played by Indian diaspora in Act East policy ? (250 words) 162
Q) Discuss how I ndiads diaspora policy has ewbl ve
Q) In the wake of US accusations, Indian is keen to introduce several reforms in WTO. Discuss.
(250 words) 166

www.insightsonindia.com 5 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/

SECURE SYNOPSIS "’

Q) The developments in Venezuela offer huge advantages for Indian economy. Comment. (250

words) 167
Q) Belt and Road Initiative of China poses a threat to the unipolarity enjoyed by USA post
1990s. Comment. (250 words) 169
Topic:Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate. 171
Q) Discuss the role of WHO in promoting public health and environmental health across the
globe. (250 words) 171
Q) Discuss the impact that Americads withdrawal f
words) 173
Q) The Chinese economic slowdown will have significant impact on the Indian economy.
Discuss. (250 words) 175
Q) Highlight the issues in dispute resolution process of WTO ? (250 words) 177

www.insightsonindia.com 6 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/

SECURE SYNOPSIS "’

General Studies Paper - I

TOPIC:Indian Constitution historical undempinnings, evolution, featuregmendments, significant
provisions and basic structure ;

Q) The amendments propose d by the government in relation to POCSO act, 2012,

will undermine the right to life enshrined in the Indian constitution. Discuss. (250

words)
Indianexpress

Why this question

TheCabinetof the centralgovernmenthasrecentlygivenits nodto introducecertainamendments
to the POCS@ct, 2012. POCSQ@uct is a stringentact aimedto addresschild sexabuseand the
proposedamendmentshave madeit more so. Howeverthe amendmentshave beencriticizedon
variousfronts by severalactivistsand other people.

Directive Word

Disciss this is an all-encompassinglirectivewhich mandatesus to write in detail about the key
demandof the question.we also haveto discussabout the related and important aspectsof the
guestionin orderto bring out a completepictureof the issuein hand.

Key demand of the question

Thequestionwants usto write in detail aboutthe Praection of Childrenfrom SexualOffencesAct,
2012(POCSOits proposedamendmentsand it alsowant usto bring out how theseamendments
would affectthe right to life as manifestedin the constitution.

Structure  of the answer

Introduction ¢ write afewintroductorylinesaboutthe recentamendmentgo the POCS@ct. E.g
The Union Cabinethas approvedamendingthe Protectionof Childrenfrom SexualOffencesAct,
2012(POCO),to introducethe deathpenaltyasa punishmentfor certainoffences.

Body -
Discusthe recentlyproposedamendmentsn the POCS@ct. E.g

1 Death penalty has been prescribedfor offences of penetrative sexual assault and
aggravatedpenetrativesexualassult (Sectiongl, 5 and 6).

1 Casesf sexualassaultby police officers,membersof the armed forces,public servants,
gangpenetrativesexualassault,and relativesare treated as @ 3 3 NJ asesaS &Ke
casesvherethe survivorislessthan 12 yearsold.

Discus$fiow the amendmentsvould affectthe right to life asenshrinedn the conditution. E.g

1 POCS®alreadya stringentact. UnderPOCS@hereis a presumptiorthat a personwhois
prosecutedor an offencehasactuallycommittedthe offence,unlesthe contraryis proved
(Sectior29).

1 Iltisespecialidifficult for the pooror disadvantagedyroupsto overturnthesepresumptions.

1 UnderArticle21 of the Constitution,a personcanonly be deprivedof their life or liberty in
accordancewith the procelure establishedby law. Thisproceduremust be just, fair and
reasonable.

1 Without quality legal representationijt is virtually impossiblefor an accusedo overcome
the presumptionof guilt. Imposingdeath penaltyin an offencewith a presumptionof guilt
cannotbe a just or fair procedureetc.

Conclusion ¢ basedon yourdiscussionform a fair anda balancedconclusioron the givenissue.
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Introduction:

POCSO or The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO Act) 2012 was
established to protect the children against offences like sexual abuse, sexual harassment and
por nography. It was formed to provide a child -friendly system for trial underneath which the
perpetrators could be punished. The Union Cabinet has approved amending the POCSO Act, to
introduce the death penalty as a punishment for certain offences.

Body:

The POCSO Act has been in force since 2012. Although it has acted as a deterrent, there are
some instances of child abuse. @ Example: Gang rape cases in Kathua, J&K; U  nnao in Bihar in
2018. The Central Government has decided to make the law stricter and proposed the following
amendments to POCSO Act.

71 Introduction of the death penalty as a punishment for offences of penetrative sexual assault
and aggravated penetrative  sexual assault (Sections 4, 5 and 6).
1 Cases of sexual assault, by following, will be treated as Oaggravated o
o police officers

o members of the armed forces
o public servants
0 gang-penetrative sexual assault and
o relatives
o Wwhere the survivor is less than 12 years old
T Attempt to inject hormones in children to attain early sexual maturit y for the purpose of

penetrative sexual assault.
1 A hefty fine would be imposed for not deleting, not destroying child pornographic material
or not reporting child pornograph y.

The proposed amendments have been debated at great lengths due to the following concerns
Guilty till proved innocent:
f Instead of o0innocent until proven guiltydé, the c
the prosecution lays the foundation of the case.
1 The Act also presumes that the accused person had a sexual intent when touch ing the child

(Section 30).
Burden of proof:

1 Usually, in criminal cases, the burden of proof lies on the prosecution, and the guilt must
be proved beyond reasonable doubt.

1 Under POCSO, however, there is a presumption that a person who is prosecuted for an
offence has actually committed the offence, unless the contrary is proved (Section 29).

f Thus, POCSO is already a stringent act. The immen
above sections.

Affects Right to Life:

1 Under Article 21 of the  Constitution, a person can only be deprived of their life or liberty in
accordance with the procedure established by law. This procedure must be just, fair and
reasonable.

1 Imposing death pen alty in an offence with a presumption of guilt cannot be a just or fair
procedure.

1 Without quality legal representation, it is virtually impossible for an accused to overcome
the presumption of guilt.

Against the poor:
1 Legal process requires high -quality | awyering, which is highly expensive.
1 Economic vulnerability impact s the experience of the prisoner during the investigation and
trial.
For daily -wage earners, the legal process means loss of income as well.
If the accused is in jail, their family will have to collect evidence and find witnesses.
Neighbours or employers m ay not readily give evidence for migrant workers.
About half of the sample of 383 prisoners spoke about lack of access to lawyers. ( Death
Penalty Project Report, 2016 )

=A =4 =8 =4
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Reports and Recomme  nd ations overlooked:
1 The 262 nd Law Commission Report has recommended universal abolition of the death
penalty, except in terror cases.
Even Justice Verma committee decided against recommending the death penalty for rape.
Death penalty has not proved to be a deterrent against commission of such heinous acts.
The Death Penalty Project Report also revealed that Death row prisoners are typically
overwhelmingly poor, lower caste, or religious minorities.
About 76% of death row prisoners were from backward classe s and religious minorities.
Provision of death penalty in rape cases will only make matters worse by slowing the
administration of justice. Besides, when victim is the sole witness, as in most sexual assault
cases, it will induce  murder of rape victims by  th e perpetrators of the crime to destroy the
evidence.
The following issues need to be looked into instead of enforcing death penalty for effective
implementation of laws like POSCO: -
 The appalling lack of infrastructure and manpower in the criminal justic e system.
1 Most districts continue to try cases of child s exual abuse in regular sessions courts,
designated as special courts for the sake of compliance
1 Investigations are regularly botched up by an understaffed, poorly trained, overburdened
police force w hich has little to no forensic support.
1 The fact that the ordinance reduces the time given to the police to file a charge sheet, and
to the court to decide appeals against sentencing, displays a complete lack of understanding
about the issues on the ground

=A =4 =4

= =4

1 Given the unavailability or unreliability of age -related documents in most parts of the
country, reliance is placed on ossification tests to prove the age of the victim in cases under
the POCSO.
Way Forward:

1 The Supreme Court has ruled in Bachchan Singh  case that death penalty should be
awardedinthe or asste of the rarebo

T Fast track courts and Special trial courts (already in provision of POCSO Act) to provide
justice at the earliest to the victims. Instead of death penalty, a combination of heavy
financi al penalty, life imprisonment with no provision of par ole can act as deterrent.

1 Reformative justice instead of Retributive justice, along with counselling to get back into
the society as a reformed human being.

1 Providing sex -education to children, which is neglected in India. This makes them more
aware of the various protective laws like POCSO, good touch -bad touch etc.
Q) Discuss the constitution al provisions related to reservation for Indian citizens.
(250 words)

Indianexpress

Why this question

Thegowernmenthasrecentlypassed bill in LokSabhawhichgivesreservationsn employmento
economicallyveakerbut sociallyhighercastepeopleof India. In this contextit isessentiato revisit
the conditutional provisiongdealingwith the issueof resevationsin India.

Directive word

Discussthis is an all-encompassinglirectivewhich mandatesus to write in detail about the key
demandof the question.we also haveto discussabout the related and important aspectsof the
guestionin orderto bring out a completepictureof the issuein hand.

Key demand of the question.

Thequestionwantsusto write in detail aboutthe constitutionalprovisiongdealingwith the issueof
reservationsWe havealsoto discussat length asto how courtshaveinterpreted thoseprovisions
in orderto givea completepicture.

Structure  of the answer

Introduction ¢ write afew introductorylinesaboutthe recentpassingof the bill providingquota
to sociallyforward clases
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Discusshe constitutionalprovisiongelated to the bill.

1 On the one hand, there is the principle of Equality, which prohibits the State from
discriminationagainstany citizenon groundsonly of religion,race,caste,sex,placeof birth
or anyof themunderArticle 15(1),

& S| dzbf bppaditénityfor all citizensin matters relating to employmentor appointment
to anyofficeunderthe{ G I un&@¢Article16(1),

9 inadditionto prohibitionagainstdiscriminationagainstany citizenon the samegroundsas
in Article15(1),specificallywith respectto employmentor appointmentunderthe State.

1 Theother leg is the specialprovisions which under Article 15(4) empowersthe Stateto
& Y I @y provisionfor the advancementof any sociallyand educationallybackward
classe®f citizensor for the Schedule€Castesand Scheduled NJ&A @aila ¢

1 underArticle16(4)providesa T tReNéservationof appointmentsor postsin favour of any
backwardclassof citizenswhichin the opinionof the State,is not adequatey represented
inthe servicesunderthe{ G G S¢ @

Discussboutthe MandalCaseJudgementE.gThemajority judgmentin the MandalcaseperJustice
JeevarReddyheldthat & Ibackwardclasscannotbe determinedonly andexclusivelyvith reference
to economiccriterion. It may be a considerationor basisalong with and in addition to social
backwardnessyut it canneverbe the solecriterion.

Conclusion -basedonyourdiscussionform a fair anda balancedconclusioron the givenissue.

Introduction:

The President of India has given his assent to the bill providing 10% reservation in jobs and
educational institutions to the economically weaker sections in the general category . The
legislation will be known as the Constitution (103 Amendment) Act, 2019 and it shall come into
force on such date as the Centre notifies.

Body:
The principle of equality permeates the Constitution of India. The relevant Constitutional
provisions stand on two legs, which are mutually supportive. On the one leg it provides

1 Article15 (1) provides thatthe State shall not discriminate against any citizen on grounds
only of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth or any of them

1 Article 16 (1) provides for equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters of employment
or ap pointment to any office under the sta te. No citizen can be discriminated on grounds
only of religion, race, caste, sex, descent place of birth or residence.

The other leg is the  special provisions , which under

 Artcle 15 (4 empowers t he e anyerovision fod timea advancement of any
socially and educationally backward classes of citizens or for the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribeso.

 Article 16 (4) provides ofor the reservation of appoin
backward class of citizens, which in the opinion of the State, is not adequately represented
in the services under the Statebo.

1 Article 46 directs the state to promote with special care the educational and economic
interests of the oOweaker sectlydtheScheduled Cagtespando p | e
theSchedul ed Tribes and also directs the state ot

all forms of exploitationo

1 Articles 330 -342 under Part 16 of the Constitution outline special provisions for certain
classes & SCs, STs, Backward Classes and Anglo Indians . The Constitutional promise is
explicitly for ©6soci al exclusion and discriminat
backward classesdé6 was the target group in quotas

Mandal case Judgement:

T Theterm obckward c¢cl ass of citizensd has been gener e
the Supreme Court in the Mandal case (Indra Sawhney vs. Union of India, 1992) judgment,
to include the SCs, STs, and Socially and educationally Backward Classes. These are not
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SECURE SYNOPSIS "’

exceptions, but special provisions to ensure that the principle of Equality enshrined in
Articles 14, 15(1) and 16(1) becomes really effective , in the peculiar inherited Indian
context of a society riddled by gross inequalities between social clas ses.

Defin ition of Backward classes:

1 The majority judgment in the Mandal case per Justice Jeevan Reddy held that
backward class cannot be determined only and exclusively with reference to economic
criterion. It may be a consideration or basis along wit h and in addition to social
backwardness, but it can never be the sole crite
1 As the Mandal judgment describes, the founding fathers of the Constitution were keenly
and poignantly aware of the oOohistoric i njnotgiési ces

in Indian society. These were not inequities against individuals. These were deprivations
imposed on certain social classes as a whole.

Way Forward:

1 The problem faced by children and young people of Socially Advanced Castes who are
genuinely poor is thatt hey are not able to afford education to the fuller level for want of
financial capacity.

T This problem has to be resolved and can be resolved by having a comprehensive scheme of

scholarships and educational loans, so that no child or youth of any ¢ aste has to drop out
of education at any stage only on account of financial incapacity.
1 Creation of jobs by improving the infrastructure & social and physical, better governmental

policies for public and private investments to spur the economy.

Conclusion
1 Reservation to the weaker sections is an positive affirmative action needed for their welfare.
Thel103dConstitutional Amendment Act t ho ufgvardpmr & .b e |
Similar moves by previous governments have be judicially reviewed and struck down. Itis
prudent to look at other alternatives to alleviate the conditions of EWS.

Q) Combating discrimination based on caste is no longer a priority for Indian

reformers. Do you agree. Comment. (250 words)
Indianexpress

Why this question

Thearticle discusseshe other sideof the discriminationbasedon casteand analyzeshe declining
interestof the socialreformersof today in fighting againstthis discrimination.

Directive word

Comment here we haveto expressour knowledgeand understandingof the issueand form an
overallopinionthereupon.

Key demand of the question.

Thequestionwantsusto expessour opinionasto whethercombatingdiscriminatiorbasedon caste
is/ is not a priority for Indian socialreformersand activiststoday. We haveto substantiateour
opinionwith properfacts/ arguments.

Structure  of the answer

Introduction - write a few introductorylinesaboutthe socialandeconomidnequalitiesin India.
E.gpresentsomestatisticson economidnequalityand mentionthe dilution of socialdiscrimination
with age.

Body -

Mentionthat inthe pre-1947eraeradicatingcasteismwasanimportant strandof boththe freedom
struggle and many Hindu reform movements.Give names of such movements,strugglesand
associatecendeavoursand personalities.
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Discussvhy the generalpopulationparticularlythe educatedurban classreformersno longergive
somuchpriority to combatingdiscriminationbasedon caste.E.g

9 First,thanksto our Constitutionand progressivéaws,the mostabhorrentformsof casteistbias
havebeencriminalised.

1 Secondpvert casteismis no longer visiblein the anonymityof our cities;atrocitiesdirectedat
Dalitsare largelyof rural provenance.

1 Thethird and perhapsmostimportant reasonwhy the sociallyprivilegedfeel absolvedof any
further responsibilityfor fighting casteismis the policy of reservations Mandatory quotas in
universitiesgovernmengobsand electedofficesare seenashavingdoneenough(andindeed
too muchin the eyesof many)to createsecurepathwaysfor SC4o achieveupwardmobility.

Despitethis grim picture,manybelievethat with all the enalding conditionsnow in placeit is simply
up to the Dalit communityto pull themselvesip.

Conclusion ¢ basedon yourdiscussionform a fair and a balancedconclusioron the givenissue.

Introduction:

Caste based dis crimination has been presenti n India for about three millenias now. Post
independence, the relevance of caste system in Indian society has certainly reduced but not
diminished. The most recent incident is the lynching of Dalits by cow -protection groups in  Una,
Gujarat shows that  iti s perpetrating and deeply rooted.

The fact that Dalits are poorly represented in the government services, boards of companies

show that they are still economically deprived too. The reformers in post independence perio d too
are relatively less inte rested in combating Caste discrimination. The 2005 economic
census shows that Dalits in India own just 9.8% of enterprises despite constituting 16.4% of the
population. And the vast majority of these are small single -person bu sinesses.

Body:

Pre-Indepe nd ence Era:

In the pre -1947 era, eradicating casteism was an important strand of both the freedom struggle

and many Hindu reform movements. Efforts by many social reformers like Jyothiba Phule (Satya
Shodak Samaj), E.V Ramaswa my Naicker (Self Respect Movem ent), K Kelappan (Temple Entry
movements and Vaikom Satyagraha); Freedom fighters like Gandhiji (Harijan Sevak Sangh), M G
Ranade(Prarthana Samaj) and Dr.B.R Ambedkar (Bahishkrith Hitakarni Sabha) etc.

Post 8 Independence period:
The general population p articularly the educated urban class reformers no longer give so much
priority to combating discrimination based on caste.

1 First, Constitutional provisions and progressive laws are provided and the most
abhorren t forms of casteist bias have been criminalis ed. Example : Article 17 of our
constitution abolishes untouchability. Prevention of Atrocities Act, Prevention of Manual
Scavenging Act is enacted.

1 Second, overt casteism is no longer visible in the anonymity of our cities; atrocities
directed at Dalits ar e largely of rural provenance. @ Example : The Una incident was in a
village.

1 Thethirdisthe policy of reservations . Affirmative action is perhaps the most important

reason why the socially privileged feel absolv ~ ed of any further responsibility for fighting
casteism. Mandatory quotas  in universities, government jobs and elected offices are seen
as having done enough to create secure pathways for SCs to achieve upward mobility

1 Fourth, multiple government schemes t o alleviate the poverty of the SCs and for th eir socio -
economic welfare.

1 Many believe that the empowerment of Dalits can be done by themselves. Case
Study: In a 2017 survey by the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies and
Azim Premiji Un iversity, nearly half the upper  -caste people polled said the reason Dalits lag
behind other groups was due to a o0l ack of effor
grim.
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1 Caste discrimination is still all pervasive. Discrimination based on caste sta tus is a root
cause of the high poverty level s that caste -affected people experience. Most Dalits, live below
the poverty line, earn less than the minimum wage, have no access to education, experience
segregation in access to housing and suffer from numero us diseases, not least because of
lack of acc ess to safe drinking water and sanitation. This inequality is exacerbated by the
lack of implementation of existing laws to protect the Dalits.

Way Forward:

1 Give a voice to oppressed groups: We can tackle bias against caste and gender first of all
by rec ognising the value and dignity of all work (including unpaid work) and all workers
(including those in the most difficult arduous and degraded occupations).
Creating Alternative livelihoods by providing skillst  raining to women of the house.

1 Political Voic e: The reservations provided at the local Self Governments should be filled
with true spirit of democracy.

1 Review of the Reservation Policy: To ensure that the social and economic justice is

granted to the needy and true beneficiaries.

Protective Legislati  on's should be strictly enforced, so that no offender is left scot -free

Private sector companies, schools, and colleges should extend reservations to SCs.

Sensitization of Kids at schools about the ills of caste discrimination.

SHGG6 s, obG@ayavital role atthe grassroots level to create awareness and uplift the

people discriminated by caste. They can be the ovoice of t heMasomoeceméntss s O .
on Social Media like #MeToo can be started to spread awaren ess of the perpetuating caste
discrimination issues.

=A =4 =4 =4

Conclusion:
T I'ndi ads battl e against caste di scriminati on re
aspersion on our status as a civilised liberal democracy. It is to be ensured that the steps
taken to u ndo the harm done by such medieval practices are made more effective and do
not create further inequality in the society.

Q) The 10% quota for higher -caste EWSs discredits the moral fo undation of the
principle of social justice. Comment. (250 words )
Epw

Why this questio n

Therecentlyintroducedactto provide10%reservationgo the highercasteEWS®f the societyhas
been highly criticized for its callousand highly political approachtowards some of the most
important economicquestionsof India. It is important to discusshow this policy affectsIndiaand
the principleof natural justice

Directive wor d

Comment here we haveto expressour knowledgeand understandingof the issueand form an
overallopinionthereupon

Key demand of the question

The questionwants us to expressour knowledgeand understandingof the issueof providing
reservationsto high-casteEWSf Indiaand expresur opinionasto howit does/doesnot discredit
the moralfoundationof the ideaof socialjustice

Structure of the answe r

Intro duction -write a few introductorylinesaboutthe recentbill for providingreservationso
highercaste EWS of Indian society. E.g mention the criteria used for identification of the
beneficiarieand mentionthe benefitsprovideddirectly.

Body -

Diswissthe prosand consof the bill. Eg
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1 Ifthe Courtassentdo the legislationandit isimplementedby the governmentijt isexpectedo
helpthe needyamongthe highercastes

1 Insomecasesit isalsoexpectedo eliminatethe desperationof thosewho, in the past,would
resortto obtaining fake ScheduledCaste(SCland Scheduledribe (ST)certificatesthat were
usedto seekentryinto professionatourses

1 Centredid not give enoughtime for discussioron it beforeit wastabledin Parliamentfor its
finalapproval

1 Similarly,an objectionis raisedabout the procedurethat the governmentadoptedin orderto
fix the criteriafor educationaland economidackwardness

1 How has the governmentarrived at the figure of 10%, without any proper and thorough
doaumentation by a duly constitutedcommissiof?

Discus$iow the schemaliscreditehe moral foundationsof the principlesof socialjustice.Eg
9 Issueof fake certificates

1 hel0%quotaisexpectedo reinforcethe urgeamongthe highercastesto be a part of the
reservationfraternity, alongwith the SCsSTsand OtherBackwardClasse$OBCs)

1 ThelO%quotais at variancewith the verynormativebasisof the reservationpolicy,which
wasenvisionedor the benefitof the SCs

1 Iltisneedlesso mentionthat the potential beneficiarie®f the legislationwouldbenefitfrom
a 10% quota based purely on the economiccriterion, that is, without having had to
experiencéeingsubjectedo the practicesof untouchability whichoriginallyservedasthe
fundamentalbads for providingthe quotafor the SCetc.

Conclusion - basedonyourdiscussionform a fair and a balancedconclusioron the givenissue

Introduction
The President of India has given his assent to the bill providing 10% reservation in jobs
and educational institutions to the economically weaker sections in the general category .
The legislation will be known as the Constitution (103 Amendment) Act, 2019 and it shall come
into force on such date as the Centre notifies
Body :
The pros of the re servation Act are
1 Alleviation of Poverty: It is expected to help the needy among the higher castes
1 Reduces ghost beneficiaries : In some cases, it is expected to eliminate the desperation of
those who, in the past, would resort to obtaining fake Scheduled Caste (SC) and

Scheduled Tribe (ST) certificates that were used to seek entry into professional courses
1 Removes Prejudice: The reservation will prevent these higher castes from holding

reservations responsible for national disintegration and perpetuation of casteism, as they
widely believe .

1 Reduces Unwanted Adoptions: The legislation is also expected to keep savarna -caste
aspiran ts from seeking adoption into SC/ST families in order to procure SC/ST certificates

1 No deceptive self -characterisation: Ironica Ily, the 10% quota can help these savarnas
retain their authentic caste identity. In this way, they can now avoid facing humilia tion in

courts of law on account of being exposed as fake caste certificate holders
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The cons of the reservation are

T Sincerity of the Government:  Centre did not give YOU ARE ELIGIBLE FOR THE

enough time for discussion on it before it was tabled in 10% RESERVATION IF YOU:
Parliament for its final approva 1. '

1 Lack of objectivity: an objection is raised about the Have
procedure that the government adopted in order to fix agricultural
the criteria  for educational and economic land of less
backwardness. The government arrived at the figure of than 5 acres
10%, without any proper and thorough documentatio n
by a duly constituted commission . 86% land holdings

q Discredits the moral foundation of the principle of Have household milsngl:%gggrt;nder
social justice income of less

1 The principle of social justice calls for d@&qual than38lakha year &)
treat ment o and @firmaivesadion for less At least 95% i o
advantage sections?d (127 crore) —

1 Constitution outlines specia | provisions for only four Indians earn less

classes 0 SCs, STs, Backward Classes and Anglo
Indians in the Articles 330  -342 under Part 16

1 The provision is clearly mentioned as reservation is Have a
explicitly for 6soci al excl | residential i mi
Notably, the dsocially and e ducationally backward m plot smaller
classes6 was the target group .l than 100 yards in

1 Unfairness or an element of injustice is rooted in the a municipality
practice of untouchability , whereas pure economic :;:?I;ht‘l"::e Data not available

backwardness is rooted in the systemic inability to

provide jobs to the higher  castes. 1,000 square feet y
f The lack of opportunites is not due to At least 80% of
untouchability ~ , but due to the inability of the state EOUS*;“O'dS'” Ind|'|a
and the market to provide enough jobs for the ave houses smaler
- than 500 sq ft
gualified and the needy
1 The new reservation policy has transformed from a A residential
policy meant to provide a level playing field for plot of less
those suffering from historical discrimination and than 200 yards
those who are weaker sections of the society to a in a non-notified
municipality

policy me ant as a dole for those sections of society
wh o are poor and lack jobs . NA

 The Indira Sawhney case  had further held that  social
backwardness cannot be determined only with reference to an economic criterion

{1 Violation of DPSP

1 The Article 46 , which is a non -justiciable Directive Principle, says that the state shall

promote educational and economic interests of 0
STs, and protect them from O0social injusticesosO a
1 Whilethe 103 rd Amendment menti ons Article 46 in its statement and objects , itseems

the government overlooked the fact that upper castes neither face social injustice nor are
subjected to any form of exploitation
1 Moreover, the Constitution makes provisions for commis sions to look into  matters relating
to implementation of constitutional safeguards for Scheduled Castes (Article 338),
Scheduled Tribes (338A) and Socially and Educationally Backward Classes (339), but
has not created any commission for the economically ba ckward classes .
Violation of Basic Structure Doctrine
The 10% reservation will be in addition to the existing cap of 50% reservation for the
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and the Other Backward Classes, taking the total
reservation to 60%
1 This would leave other candi dates with just 40% government jobs or seats, amounting
to violation of Article 14 (Right to Equality) , Which is a part of  Basic Structure
1 The 60% reservation will also lead to 0sacrifice.of merito

= =4
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Conclusion

essentially as a poverty alleviation move dressed up as reservation.
sections is an positive affirmative action needed for their welfare. The 10

Thus, the quota for the ec onomi cally poor among the upper castes has been seen

w

Reservation to the weaker
3rd Constitutiona |

Amendment Act thoug h is a beneficial move for the  dorward poor 6 . Similar moves
governments have be judicially reviewed and struck down. It is prudent to look at other alternatives
to alleviate the conditions of EWS

Q) The parliamentary develo pments in UK has led to utter confusion in UK but has
important lessons that liberal democracies around the world can learn. Discuss in

context of India whose parliamentary system borrows heavily from UK

Indianexpress

Why this questio n

Thearticle discussethe voting patternsin UKparliamentregardingthe passageof the dealandNo
confidene motion againstthe government.Theatrticle delvesdeepinto the lessonsve canlearn
whichcanalsodeepenour understandingpf Indiandemocracy

Key demand of the questio n

Thequestionexpectsusto bring out the developmentsn UKand highlightwhat lessonst offersto
liberaldemocracisaroundthe world. Thereafterwe needto specificallydiscusshe lessongor India
and how we shouldingrainit in our democracy

Directive wor d

Discusg; Thisis an all-encompassinglirective¢ youhaveto debateon paperby goingthroughthe
detailsof the issuesconcernedby examiningeachone of them. Youhaveto give reasonsfor both
for andagainstarguments

Structure  of the answe r

Introduction ¢ Explainaboutthe recentdevelopmentsn Brexit
Body
Discusshe lessonghat canbe drawnfrom parliamentaryproceedingsn UKrelatedto Brext

9 the drama hasforegroundedthe quirksand strengthsof parliamentarydemocracy.They
haveforegroundedhe fact that in a parliamentarysystem|egislatorsare supremeasthey
representpopularsovereignty.

9 formal andinformal coalition buildingamongthe ruling party, its alliesand the opposition
has ensuredthat every political group has playeda role in this crucial process.Thishas
produceddelayand chaos but it hasalsodeepenedhe legitimacyof the political system

Discussvhat lessonscan be drawn from thesedevelopmentdor the indian political system.Here
you candiscusgointslike relevanceof anti detectionlaw, the art of consensu$uildingacrossthe
oppositionetc

Conclusion ¢ giveyourviewand discusghe way forward.

Introduction
The final deal to exit the European Commission was put out to vote in the Parliament. Prime
Minister Theresa May®ds Brexit deal was rejected b

government in his tory. With this, she had to face a no -confidence motion , which she survived

Body :

The happenings in the Britain parliament have lessons for liberal democracies across the

world .

1 Every democracy has various views about an is sue. The clashes between the majoritarian
and minoritarian views are bound to happen. In this context, Brit ain canot
exit right from EU

? (250 words)

y 230

seem
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f Mayds success in overseeing Brexit under some k
struggle for acc eptance of women in high politics

1 The drama has put in the fore the quirks and strengths of parliamentary democracy .
Mi sjudged decisions by for mer PM | ed to resi
succession leading to instability in executive

! MPsofthegover ni ng party have voted against thedfor pr |
their government. They have fore -grounded the fact that in a parliamentary
system, legislators are supreme as they represent popular sovereignty

1 The formal and informal coalition building among the ruling party, |ts allies and
the opposition has ens  ured that every political group has played a role in this crucial
process. This has produced delay and chaos, but it has also deepened the legitimacy of

the political system

The lesson s that can be drawn from these developments for the Indian political system are as
follows .

71 India has borrowed many of its constitutional features from Britain like the Parliamentary
Government, Rule of Law, Legislative procedure, Cabinet System and parlia mentary
privileges to name afew .

1 Anti -defectionlaw present under th e 10th schedule of constitution abstains legislators
from voting against the whip issued. The legislators will be disqualified if they detract and
thereby goes against the principles of L i ber al democracy where they
honest views

71 Italso e xposes the chinks in the parliamentary system of India where although legislators
are supreme as they represent popular sovereignty, they are bound by party
ideologies. Independence of le gislators is curbed

1 The co-operation and consensus building among le gislators cutting across party lines
can be learnt from the above scenario in UK

1 The coalition governments formed just to get hold of power, increased horse -trading to
defeat the coaliti on governmen t, policy paralysis due to varying ideologies of coalitio n

partners are some of the issues in coalition politics found in India :
1 The executive is to be held responsible to the legislative which is the core of parliamentary

democracy .

1 Instances of passing many legislations through money bill evading scrutinies of upper
house, repeated usage of ordinance to overpower the legislative, non -formation of
committees to scrutinize the laws, non -passage of private member &8s

the crucial is  sues plaguing Indian parliamentary democracy

1 The British media has e xtensively criticized May and her supporters for Brexit. But they
have not misused any of their legislative privileges to harass the journalists. This upholds
the plurality of views and v oice of dissent .

Conclusion

In a parliamentary democ racy, the Parliament represents the people and therefore, it
is expected to have an upper hand over both Executive and Judiciary . Democracy is also about
developing institutions and work ing through these institutions

Q) Saving the Constitution is not about saving a text, it is abou t renewing a
commitment to each other. Comment. (250 words)
Indianexpress

Why this questio n

Thisrepublicday we needto introspectour relationshipwith the constitutionand with the fellow
citizenswhichascribeto that constitution.In this contextit isimportant to discussabout the need
for renewingour commitmentto eachother in order to preserveand upholdthe constitutionin its
true spirits

Directive wor d

Commert here we haveto expressour knowledgeand understandingof the issueand form an
overallopinionthereupon
www.insightsonindia.com 17 www.insightsias.com
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Key demand of the question

The questionwants us to expres our knowledgeand understandingabout the constitutionand
expressour opinionas to how underliningthe importanceof fraternity and commitmentto each
other canhelpupholdingthe constitution

Structure of the answe r

Introduction ¢ Write a few introdudory linesaboutthe constitution.E.gmentionthe procesof
framing of constitutionandthe sourcefrom whichit derivesits authority.

Body -
Discusshe importanceof fraternity in upholdingthe constitution.Eg

1 Wespeakof the Constitutionasif it werea thing: Aselfevidenttruth, recourseo whichcan
resolveall our disputes.

1 Weask:Whatdoesthe Constitutiond a I Eviefustdiscoveredvhat it says,it would bind
us.

1 Thequestionis not what the Constitutionsays.Butwhat we canget the Consitution to say.
It doesnot makeus,asmuchaswe makeit.

1 TheConstitutionis a slow but steadyexpansiorof liberty and equality, institutionalisation
of anaccountablestate,andthe creationof a new collectivepowerthat is capableof acting
in concet to chart its own destiny.

Its successsthat it hasendured different partiesreposetheir faith in it.

Theconstitutionalprojectis not a leap of faith in a thing calledthe Constitution,t isa leap
of faith in eachother.

 Its controversiesannotbe setled by somethingcalledd (i EoSstitutional(i S Hiticénbe
settledonly by a mutual consensustc.

Conclusion ¢ basedon yourdiscussionform a fair and a balancedconclusioron the givenissue

Introduction
The Indian Constitution is unique in its contents and spirit. It derives the power from
the citizens of India . It accepts the necessity of modifications according to the changing
needs of the society . The constitution will always have something that is con temporary and

something that has am ore durable importance

Body :
Fraternity means a sense of brotherhood. Fraternity assures the dignity of an individual
and the unity and integrity of the nation. Fraternity thus is the spirit of common brotherhood
amongst all the people of India transcending religious, linguistic, caste, regional or sectional
diversities. Mere saving of the values of constitution without commitment of the people towards it
shows a lack of commitment to our renewal of relationship towards it
1 Constitution is  believed to be the solution fo r all disputes arising in the society. In reality
the question is not what the Constitution says. But what we can get the Constitution to
say. It does not make us, as much as we make it
o Example : Constitution promotes socio -economic justice in the DPSP. Th e non-
implementation of SC decisions by the government like payment of MGNERGA wages
in Swaraj Abhiyan case
1 The philosophical values of the constitution promote fraternity, secularism, tolerance .
o Example : instances of mob | ynching, discrimination meted o ut to vulnerable
societies show there is a complete violation of it by people
f The Constitution is a slow but steady expansion of liberty and equality, institutionalisation
of an accountable state, and the creation of a hew ¢ ollective power that is capable  of acting
in concert to chart its own destiny
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o Example : The Kesavanada Bharti case came up with the judicial innovation of Basic
Doctrine Structure which has expanded the scope of constitutional rights like Right
to Educatio n, Right to Privacy etc
! Indian constitution ensures the freedom of speech of every citizen .
o Example : There are instances of banning of novels, movies by the governments of
day bowing to pressure from some sections of the society causing violence and
enemity between people .
f The constitu tional project is not a leap of faith in a thing called the Constitution, it is a leap
of faith in each other
o Example : Article 15 guarantees the right to equality to all without any
discrimination. However, sexual harassment , violence is meted out to wome n,
transgender which shows not just violating text of Constitution. It also reveals how
there is a lack of humanitarian spirit among us
1 The controversies cannot be settled by somabehi ng
settled only by a mutual ¢ onsensus .
o Example: The recent incidents such as women entry to Sabarimala was upheld by
Supreme Court. However, there are lot of violent incidents showing the hard
measures of imposing the constitutional values is not a solut ion but there is a need
of mutu al consensus among the people over such issues of faith
There is a need to improve the fraternity between people to reduce the various conflicts arising in
the society. These can lead to destruction of secular fabric, tolera nt and diverse nature of Indian
society by polarizing people

Way Forward
1 Value education to the people to inculcate tolerance, equality and fraternity
1 By following the fundamental duties to respect every individual and inculcating a splrlt of
brotherho od among citizens
T Judicial revi ews to ensure that the legislations are serving all the citizens of the country
1 Effective implementation of laws in true letter and spirit at the grassroots level
Conclusion
Constitution is not a mere text of rules and r egulations. It is an organic docu  ment with spirit and
values which must be inculcated in the people. The need of the hour is build up the fraternity
among oOthe peopled6 from whom the constitution draws

Q) Constitution alone cannot fight social evils. Comment in the con text of the

Sabarimala temple controversy. (250 words)
Indianexpress

Why this questio n

TherecentSabarimalacontroversyhighlightsthe deepsocialdividesstill relevantin Indiansociety.
In this contextit is essentiato discussvhetherconstitutionalonecanhelpindiain solvingits social
problems

Dire ctive wor d

Commenrt here we haveto expressour knowledgeand understandingof the issueand form an
overallopinionthereupon.

Key demand of the question

Thequestionwantsusto expresour knowledgeand understandingof the Sabarimalacontroversy
and expresour opinionasto whetherconstitutionalonecanhelp usin fighting socialevilslike the
onebeingexposedy the Sabarimalacontroversy

Structure of the answe r

Introduction ¢ write a few introductorylinesaboutthe SabarimalacontroversyE.gthrow some
light on the nature of the disputeand how it affectsg 2 Y S ggktsi
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Body -
Discusshe SGudgementallowingall womento visitthe innershrine
DiscussvhetherConstitutionaloneis enoughto fight socialevilsin India. Eg

1 Bycheeringonthe SupremeCourtrammingthroughof changeghat cutacrosdeeply held
beliefs of Ayyappa devoteest rather than engaging with them, we are actually
compromisinghe prospectdor religiousreform.

1 We are therefore risking the credibility of the courts and undermining our secular
democracy.

1 Byrelyingon the SCwe havea missedopportunity for how Sabarimaladoorsmight have
beenopenedto all womenby drawingonits richlyliberal heritagerather than dissingit.

1 Theissueneedsempatheticand respectfll engagementaccompaniedoy moral pressure
andevenpeacdul protest.

1 Whenwe crossinto the terrain of illiberal T but not obviouslyharmful T beliefs and
practicesthe courtsandthe governmentneedto exercisaestraint.

1 Bywadinginto thorny mattersof doctrineandtradition, on whichit haslittle experti®, the
SupremeCourtwill only damageits credibility. We canseethis in the tortured reasoningn
the Sabarimalaverdict,for instance on whetheror not Sabarimalavorshippersconstitute
a distinct religiouscommunityor whetherthey are part of the mutti-layered,diverse,and
overlappingstrandsthat makeup the Hindutradition etc.

Conclusion ¢ basedon yourdiscussionform a fair and a balancedconclusioron the givenissue

Introduction
1 Sabarimala is considered to be one of the holiest temples in H induism, with one of the
largest annual pilgrimages in the world
T The faithful believe that the deityds powers
from his bei ng celibate .
1 Women between the ages of 10 and 50 are barred from participating in the r ituals .
1 The exclusion was given legal sanction by Rule 3(b) of the Kerala Hindu Places of Public
Worship (Authorisation of Entry) Rules, 1965
Body :
Supreme Courict:6s verd
1 The Supreme Court, in  Indian Young Lawyers Association v. State of Kerala , @ maj ority
opinion of 4:1 lifted the centuries -old practice of prohibiting women to enter the Lord

Ayyappa temple at Sabarimala in Kerala
1 The Court condemned the prohibition a s hegemonic patriarchy. It said that exclusion on
grounds of biological and physiolog ical features like menstruation was unconstitutional as
it was violative of the right to equality and dignity of women :
1 Right of women to enter Sabarimala was guaranteed u nder Article 25(1). This provision
states that all persons are equally entitled to pr actise religion .
India is a diverse society, considered as 0fr-eatad of cwhéreé eachehasotits unique
identity. The question whether Constitution alone is enough to fight social evils in India is a matter
of debate .
 Many social evils like illiter acy of females, Domestic violence, female infanticide,
prostitution, dowry, traffickin g of humans are still prevalent in India despite measures
taken by the Governments and Courts taking the support of Constitution. Many of these
social evils are promoted by the religious backing and cultural bolstering

1 By using hard measures like verdicts of top courts and imposing rules against such
practices, there is no guarantee that the practices will be wiped out. Example : The recent
flogging of Dalits at Una, gujar  at

! This would risk the credibility of the courts , undermining our secular democracy an d

compromising the prospects for religious reform
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1 Rather, there is a need to engage with the people, understand their concerns and try to
educate them of the ramificatio  ns.

1 These issues need empathetic and respectful engagement , accompanied by moral
pressure and even peaceful protest

1 The courts and the g overnment need to exercise restraint in beliefs and practices as the
religious institutions also have a fundamental rig  ht under Article 26

1 Dragging the state into matters of faith opens the door to a religious state

 Thereis a need to reform many discrim inatory practices that continue to prevail i beitthe
absence of women priests in our temples, mosques, and churches, or the persistence of
caste -considerations in marriages

1 In a secular state like India, these practices have to be fought socially and
politically  rather than, taking the legal route

1 Kerala has a proud tradition of exactly this sort of social campaign aga inst caste -based

exclusion. In Tamil Nadu, the Dravidian movement used its political strength and the
popular appeal of its ideology to s ignificantly roll back the social dominance of upper castes
1 The Anglican Church has admitted women to the priesthood b ecause, after years of debate,
the congregation was persuaded, not because of British court judgments or pressure from
the government .
1 The more that reformist efforts tap the resources within the religious tradition that they
seek to change, the more likel y they are to be effective
1 Dalit priests are increasingly found in temples in the south not least because modern -day
reformers have cite d t he narratives of ount ouchabl edo s
Saiva Nayanar canons

Conclusion

In a liberal democracy, everybody has their rights. In matter of social and cultural
values, it is always better to convince and win over those who dondt share
measures may fuel the same sort of political backlash against liberal mores fro m religious -minded
traditionalists that is being witnessed in previously -secular countries such as Turkey, and,
jeopardise much -needed pro gress on social and religious reforms in our country

Topicz Structure, organization and functioning of the Exettue and the JudiciaryMinistries and
Departments of the Government; pressure gpsuand formal/informal associations and their rolanithe
Polity.

Q) Evaluate whether the All | ndia judicial service is an idea whose time has come?

(250 words)
Indianexpress

Why this ques tion

Thearticle examineghe policysuggestiorof Niti Ayogof havingall Indiajudicial serviceand gives
its view. Thisdebate has often croppedup and this article would enable you to preparepointson
thingsthat are faulty with sucha proposal.

Key demand of the question

Thequestionexpectausto discussthe suggestiorof Niti Ayogregardingcreationof all Indiajudicial
service highlight A Upf$iand consand give our view on whetheror not the time for thisideahas
come.

Directive word

Evaluateg Whenyouare askedto evaluate,youhaveto passa soundjudgementaboutthe truth of
the givenstatementin the questionor the topicbasedon evidences.Y ouhaveto appraisethe worth
of the statementin question.Thereis scopefor forming a persondopinionhere.

Structure of the answer

Introduction ¢ Explairthat the visiondocumenttitied W { i NdoriN&dndia@ T p réléasedy
the NITIAayogin Decembelast, amongst other things, proposesa spate of judicial reforms.The
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think-tank has comeout batting for the creationof an All India JudicialServiceakin to the other
centralservicedike the IASandthe IPS

Body

Explainthe genesisof the idea ¢ the constituional provisionsregarding AIJS Explainthat 14th
Reporton Reformof JudicialAdministrationt alludedto the needfor creatinga separate all-India
servicefor judicialofficers.Thisreport favouredan AlJSo ensurethat subordinatecourtjudgesare
paid salariesand given perksat parity with governmentbureaucrats,thereby incenivising the
option of the state judiciaryasa viable careerprospect

Examindssueswith the policyproposalof Niti Ayog

9 AlJSs beingproposedas a panaceato curethe chronic vacancycrisisplaguingthe Indian
subordinatejudiciary. Giventhe limited extent to which the Constitutiononly permitsthe
appointmentsof districtjudgesto sucha prospectiveAlJSit will not magicallyremedythis
crisis. At best, what an all India servicepotentially offers is a more streamlinedand
regularisedecruitmentprocesdor the limited numberof vacanciesor district judgesin the
country.

1 secondconcernis the muchwider compositionof the AlJSroposedby NITIAayog,than
whatispemissibleunderArticle312.Thetop governmenthink-tank hasrather ambitiously
pitchedanomnibusserviceo coveringentrylevelciviljudges prosecutorandlegaladvisers
to comprisehe service Sucha sweepingnandatewould requireconsiderablemendments
to the Constitution,especiallywith respectto the appointmentsprocessfor the lower
subordinatgudiciaryetc

Conclusion ¢ give yourview on whetherthe proposalneedsto be givenmerit and discussvay
forward.

Introduction:

The vision document Sttirtaltedgyd f or Ne wreldased bydhe @IITV Bayog in
December last year, amongst other things, proposes a s pate of judicial reforms. The think -tank
has come out batting for the creation of an All India Judicial Service(AlJS), ak in to the other central
services like the IAS and the IPS.

Body:
Status of AIJS
1 Theideawas first mooted by the Law Commissio ninthe 1950s  to have an AIJS. Under
this the district judges will be recruited centrally through an all -India examinati on. They
will then be allocated to each State along the lines of th e AlS.
1 The proposal for an All -India Judicial Service was firstsugg est ed i n the Chi
Conference in 1961 as a way to remove any scope for judicial or executive intervention in
th e appointments to the judiciary in the High Courts and the Supreme Court in India. The

idea had to be shelved after some states and Hig h Courts opposed it.

1 The Constitution was amended in 1976 (42 nd Amendment) to provide for an AIJS
under Article 312. Article 312 was amended to confer power on the Rajya Sabha to initiate
the process for setting up an AlJS, by passing a resolution support ed by two -thirds majority
in the upper house.

1 The proposal was again floated by the ruling UPA government in 2012 but the draft bill was
shelved again after opposition from High Court Chie f Justices who labelled this an
infringement of their rights.

1 Curren tly, on similar lines subordinate and district judges are recruited by High
Courts on the basis of a common examination.

Other recommendations:

The 14th Report on Reform of Judic ial Administration fi alluded to the need for creating
a separate all -India service for judicial officers. This report favoured an AIJS to ensure that
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subordinate court judges are paid salar ies and given perks at parity with government bureaucrats,
thereby incentivising the option of the state judiciary as a viable career p rospect.
Need for AlJS:
1 The AIJS is an attempt to ensure that younger judges are promoted to the SC and HCs. In
the exi sting system, recruits join as magistrates in the subordinate judic iary and take at
least 10 years to become district judges.
f Thisis e xpected to ensure a transparent and efficient method of recruitment to attract
the best talent in hndiads | egal professio
T Currently I ndi ads |l egal i nfr ast r pacticulanyethe ilower f a c i
judiciary. At present India has just 13 judi cial posts per million people, though the Law
Commission had recommended 50 judges per million of the population , based o n the
ratio prevalent in the US previously.
1 Judiciary is suffering  from massive vacancies across the nation and the scarcity is worsene d

in some states due to judicial absenteeism. Hence there is need of urgent mechanism to
appoint new judges.

1 As aconsequ ence, the pendency is high with the number of cases about 2.8 crore S.

1 Similarly judiciary suffering from various infrastructures relate d issues, like newly
appointed judges does not have required court rooms; hence there is need of huge
investment.

Issues with the policy proposal of Niti Aayog:

Solving Vacancy issues:

1 The AIJS is being proposed as a panacea to cure the chronic vacancy cri  sis plaguing the
Indian subordinate judiciary.
1 An all India service potentially offers is a more streamlined and regulari sed recruitment
process for the limited number of vacancies for dis trict judges in the country.
Violates Basic Structure Doctrine:
T Ni ti A ay o g 0 srathéroambitiowsly proposed an AlJS to cover entry level civil

judges, prosecutors and legal adviser s to comprise the service (subordinate judges).

1 A sweeping mandate would require considerable amendments to the Constitution,
especiall y with respect to the appointments process for the lower subordinate judiciary (that
is, all ranks below that of a distri ct judge).

1 Presently, the appointments to the subordinate | udiciary are made under Articles 233 and
234 of the Constitution under State High Court Purview.

1 These amendments, establishing a centralised appointments mechanism, may arguably be
constitutionall y untenable and vulnerable to being struck down as flagrant violations of
the basic structure doctrine and judicial federalism

Oversim plification:

1 The idea of an AIJS has been significantly contentious within the legal fraternity and other
concerned stake holders.

1 The proposal for AIJS was floated by the ruling UPA government in 2012 but the draft bill
was shelved again after opposition f  rom High Court Chief Justices who labelled this an
infringement of their rights.

{1 Taking into account local laws, practice s and customs which vary widely across States and
even training judges in this line would be a problem.

1 The need to ensure reservation for locally domiciled citizens, the central selection
mechanisms will throw up grave concerns impugning their utility and legality as judicial
reforms .

Way Forward:

1 The Su preme Court has itself said that an AIJS should be set up, and has directed the

Union of India to take appropriate steps in this regard.

1 Young recruits from outside can easily learn the local language and a dapt themselves to
local conditions like the India  n Administrative Service officers.
1 Devise alternative judicial mechanisms to solve ma ny disputes at the lowest levels itself.
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Conclusion:

9 The current situation of judiciary is well below the expected lin es, hence there is an urgent
need of reforms. However , a well deliberated, consensus -oriented decision will go a long
way.

Q) Critically analyze the process of selection of supreme court ju dges in India. How
can the process be made more transparent ? (250 words)
Why this question

Therecentdecisionof the collegiumto replacetwo HCchiefjusticesselectedor elevationhasonce
againbroughtthe systemof appointmentof judgesunderthe scanner.Thisarticleanalyzeghisissue
in detail.

Keydemandof the question

we haveto describethe provisionsdealing with the appointmentof SCjudgesand discusshose
provisionscritically. We also haveto suggestmeasuresto rectify the arrangement we have to

identify and briefly discusghe keyprovisiongdealingwith the appointmentof SQudgesin Indiaand

form anopiniononthem, particularlyon their shortcomingsthenwe haveto simplyenlistmeasures
requiredto preventthe S E S O dzindes@Sdpyiaterventioninto the judiciary.Directivevord

Directiveword

critically analyzeWhenaskedto analyze you haveto examinemethodicallythe structureor nature
of the topicby separatingt into componenfpartsand presenthemasa wholein a summary.When
WO NMR issuliiketidr gredixedto a directive,all you needto do is look at the good and bad of
something and givea fair judgement.

Structureof Answer:
introduction- briefly describearticle 124 of the constitutionand mentionNJAC
Body

1 enlistthe eligibility and procedureof selectionof SJudgesin detail.

1 describehe first, secondandthird judges cases

9 discusghe shortcomingsin the processe.g lack of well definedrulesand proceduresand
instancesof discretion

1 suggesthecessaryamendmentgequiredin the legalprovisionse.gprescriptionof time limit
andalsobringingtransparencyandlogic in the procesof selectionof judgesetc.

Conclusiorg Giveyourviewand discussvay forward.

Introduction:

Article -124 of the constitution deals with the appointment of judges in higher judicia ry.
With the 99th constitutional amen dment act and NJAC Bill 2014 , National judicial
appointment commission was established by the union government to bring transparency and
accountability in appointment of judges. However, the Supreme Court struck down th e

amendment citingitasa threatto judic ial independence, an integral part of Basic Structure
Doctrine.

Body:
The Constitution mentions the following as criteria for eligibili ty:
f  Should be a citizen of India.
f Should have been a judge of High court for fi ve years (Continuously) or Advocate o f high

court for 10 years.
f A distinguished jurist, in the opinion of President.
Process of selection of judges of Supreme Court:
1 The method of selection of judges bya Collegium of Supreme Court judges finds no place
in the Constitution.
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1 The Constitution ¢ onfer s the power of appointment of judges on the President of India e.
the Government of Indiato be ~ made in consultation with the Chief Just ice of India and
other judge s of the Supreme Court and the High Courts .

1 With the best of intentions of securing the indep endence of the judiciary , the Supreme

Court rewrote the provisions of the Constitution for appointment of judges and appropriated
the p ower to appoint judges by th e judges.
S P Guptacase or FirstJudges Case (1981):
o By the first case the power was ve sted in the Chief Justice of India in whom it
was held the primacy lay in appointments assisted by two judges of the
Supreme Court .lItdeclar ed t hat the oOprimacydé of the CJ
President can be r ef us e dThidf bvough @ a p gradign shift @a s o n
favour of the executive having primacy over the judiciary in judicial appointments for
the next 12 years.
1 Supreme Cour t Advocates -on Record Association vs. Union of India case i the
0Second Judges Cased6(1993):
o In the secon d case the court took away the primacy of the Chief Justice of
India and vested the powerina  Collegium of the Chief Justice of India and some
senior -most judges of the Supreme Court

o 0OJusticiabilityo reguiretthatthe i Glhbg 6 gi vemimualber ol e
such appoi nt ment s. It overturned the S P Gupta
CJl is primal in nature because this being a topic within t he judicial family,
the executive cannot have an equal say in the matter . Here the

word 6 cons ul twoald shimB ina miniform.
! Third Judges Case(1998)( bya follow -up Presi dent ds Reference to I
o The Collegium was expanded to include the CJI a nd the next four (up from two)
senior -most judges . It was concluded that the CJl could only recommend
judges for app ointm ent after consultation with the other four judges, and any
candidate has to be supported by a majority of the Collegium :
o Once the Colle gium makes a recommendation to the President, the President can
either accept it or send it back to the Collegium fo r rec onsideration . If the
Collegium once again recommends that candidate for appointment with
unanimous agreement the  President is bound by the recommendation
o The final position is thus that even though the formalities need to be performed by
the Presiden t, th e actual decision -making power when it comes to appointment of
Supreme Court judges rests with the Collegium
However, there are shortco mings in the process:
1 Controversial appointments:

o There is a failure to make an assessment of the person ality of the contemnor at the
time of recommending his name for elevation.
o Example : The controversy over the proposed elevation of Justice P.D. Dinakara n of

the Karnataka High Court to the Supreme Court by the collegium of the Chief Justice
and four senior -most judges of the Supreme Court was criticised for overlooking
apparently suitable judges by the collegiums

1 The executive has little or no role in the appointment of judges as a result.
1 Supreme court is overburdened
o The Supreme Court did not realise the burden it w as im posing on the collegium of
selecting judges for the Supreme Court and High Courts and transferring them from
one High Court to another.
o An administrative task of this magnitude must necessarily detract the judges of the
collegium from their principal judic ial work of hearing and deciding cases.

1 Lacking this infrastructural backup the collegium resorts to ad hoc informal
consultations with  other judges in the Supreme Court who are expected to know the mer its
of a proposed appointee from a High Court or occasionally by sounding a member of the
Bar.

o These methods are poor substitutes for a full time intensive collection of data about
an incum bent, his work, standing, merit, integrity and potential which requ ires to

be made considerably in advance for filin g in the vacancy.
o This system overlooks several talented junior judges and advocates.

www.insightsonindia.com 25 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/

SECURE SYNOPSIS "’

1 Besides,the col | egi umds del i ber,the systemss opague ansl the chace of

a judge is only known when his name is forwarded to the Government for formal
appoint ment.

1 The collegium has necessarily limited its field of choice to the senior -most judges
from the High Court for the appointments to t he Supreme Court , overlooking the
several talented junior judges in the High Courts or members of the bar.

1 Skewed re prese ntation of socio economic backward classes like women, scheduled

castes and tribes in the Supreme Court.
The collegium system needs ref orms:
1 The need of the hour is to revisit the existing system through a transparent and

participatory procedure , pref erably by an independent broad -based constitutional body
guaranteeing judicial primacy but not judicial exclusivity.
1 The new system should ensure independence, reflect diver sity, demonstrate

professional competence and integrity .

1 The system needs to establ ish a body which is independent and objective in the selection
process. In several countries of the Commonwealth, National Judicial Appointm ent
Commissions have been establi shed to select judges. Such judicial commissions have
worked with success inthe U. K., S outh Africa and Canada.

1 Setting up a constitutional body accommodating the federal concept of diversity and

independence of judiciary f or appointment of judges to the h igher judiciary  can also

be thought of as an alternate measure.

There should be a Fixed time limit  for approval of recommendations.

As of now, instead of selecting the number of judges required against a certain number of

vacancies, the collegium must prov  ide a panel of possible names to the President for

appointment in order of preferen  ce and other valid criteria.

1 New memorandum of procedure:

o After the Second and Third Judges Cases, a Memorandum of Procedure had been
formul ated to govern how the process of how the Collegium would make
recommendations to the Executive.

o The government ther efore suggested that a new MOP be drafted and finalised for
appointment of SC judges and the Executive to get a veto over candidates for nat ional
security reasons in thisne  w MOP.

= =4

Conclusion:

The appointment of judges to higher judiciary is shro uded with opacity and delays. This
has in turn lead to delayed justice, huge pendency of cases, nepotism which can malign the
judiciary organ of our democracy. There is an urgent need to take up the reforms and induce the

transparency and uphold the s ancti ty of Judiciary.

Q) The judicia |appointment to the higher courts remains riddled with arbitrariness,
opacity, and an  absence of accountability. Analyze. (250 words )
epw

Why this questio n

Thearticle highlightssomeof the controversiesn the appointmentof judgeswhichbringsthe focus
backon appointmentprocessof judges.It makessenseo revisethe issuesnvolvedand think of a
way forwardto preventthisissuefrom recurring

Key demand of the questio n

Thequestionexpectausto first explainthe appointmentprocessthereafterhighlightthe issueswith
the appointmentprocessand givesuggestionsegardingwhat needsto be done

Directive wor d

Analyzec Whenaskedto analyze you haveto examinemethodicallythe structureor nature of the
topic by separatingit into componentparts and presentthemasawholein a summary

Structure of the answe r

Introduction ¢ Explainthe recentcontroversiegertainingto the collegiumwhich hasbrought
the focusonthisissue
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Body
Explainaboutthe appointmentprocessn briefand mentionthe 3 judgescase

1 heright to selectjudgesto the SupremeCourtwas taken uponitself by the apexcourt in
1993andrevalidatedin a 1998judgment(ThirdJudgesase)

1 Thecurrentgovernmenttried to changethat with the passageof a law on the National
JudicialAppointmentsCommissionNJAC)put the law was shot down 1 again by the
Suprene Court

1 NJAGwvasstruckdown by the SChecausdt would havecompranisedthe independencef
the CJandgivenaroleto the governmentn the appointmentof judges

Discusshe controversie®ften associatedvith the collegiumsystemandthe needfor reforms

1 Credibilityof the SC:Controversiatollegiumsystemof judicial appointmentsundermines
the independencef judgesandraises doubtsaboutthe credibilityof the highestcourt. The
judiciaryoff late hasbeencaughtin manysuchsituationsof credbility crisisoff late.

9 Politicizationof appointment: Governmentis not only the biggestlitigator but also the
greatestthreat to the abuseof power. Judicialreviewas a conceptis supposedo control
the governmentandkeepit in check

Discussvhat needsto be done¢ memorandumof procedureof appointmentof judges

Conclusion ¢ Giveyourviewanddiscussvay forward.

Introduction
1 The change inresolution by SC  stopped the elevation of Justice Pradeep Nandrajog, Chief
Justice of Rajasthan High C  ourt, and Justice Rajendra Menon, Chief Justice of Delhi High
Court, who had been recommended for the Supreme Court by the Collegium on
December 12 .
1 The Supreme Court, which has a new Collegium that held its first meeting on January

10, decided instead to elevate Justice Dinesh Maheshwari, Chief Justice of Karnataka
High Co urt, and Justice Sanjeev Khanna, a judge of Delhi High Court
1 No criteria have been set out by the collegium as to why Khanna and Maheshwari have been
el evated, apart from a bland statement that all
for rejecting Menon and Nandrajog
1 The lack of clarity again shines a spotlight on the opaque collegium system of

appointments in the highe r judiciary .

Body :
Process of appointment of judge s
1 Inthe ThirdJudges Case (1998)( bya follow -up Pr esi dent 6 s ReCowt),ethece t

Supreme Court expanded the Collegium formed in the first (1981) and second (1993)
judges cases to include the CJI and the next four (up from two) senior -most judges

1  With the 99th constitutional amendment act and NJAC Bill 2014 , National judi cial
appointment commission was established by the union government to bring transparency
and accountability in appointment o fjudges .

1 In the Fourth Judges Case (2015), Supreme Court set aside the 9 9th constitutional

amendment creating the National Judic  ial Appointments Commission. The Supreme Court
ruled that the amendment was a threat to judicial independence, an integral part of
Basic Structure Doctrine. A majority of judges took pains to point out how much
the independence o f the judiciary was guarant eed by the collegium system of
appointments
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The controversies often associated with the collegium system ar e

il

|l

Credibility of the SC

o Controversial collegium system of judicial appointments undermines the
independence of judges and raises doubts about the  credibility of the highest court

o There is a failure to make an assessment of the personality of the contemnor at the
time of recommending his name for elevation

o Example : The controversy over the proposed elevation of Justice P.D. Dinakaran of
the Karnat aka High Court to the Supreme Court by the collegium of the Chief Justice
and four senior -most judges of the Supreme Court was criticised for overlooking
apparently suitable judges by the collegium S

o The judiciary off late has been caught in many such situa tions of credibility
crisis off lat e.
The executive has little or no role in the appointment of judges as a result

Supreme court is overburdened
o The Supreme Court did not realise the burden it was imposing on the collegium of
selecting judges for the Sup reme Court and High Courts and tran sferring them from
one High Court to another
o An administrative task of this magnitude must necessarily detract the judges of the
collegium from their principal judicial work of hearing and deciding cases .
Lacking this in frastructural backup the collegium resorts to ad hoc informal
consultations with other judges in the Supreme Court who are expected to know the merits
of a proposed appointee from a High Court or occasionally by sounding a member of the
Bar .
o These methods are poor substitutes for a full tim e intensive collection of data about
an incumbent, his work, standing, merit, integrity and potential which requires to
be made considerably in advance for filing in the vacancy
o This system overlooks several talented jun ior judges and advocates
Besides, the col | egi umdés del i ber,the system s opaque and teeachoiee of
a judge is only known when his name is forwarded to the Government for formal
appointment .

The collegium has necessarily limited its field o f choice to the senior  -most judges
from the High Court for the appointments to the Supreme Court , overlooking the
several talented junior judges in the High Courts or members of the bar

Skewed representation of socio economic backward classes like women, scheduled

castes and tribes in the  Supreme Court .

The collegium system needs reforms

|l

=a =4

The need of the hour is to  revisit the existing system through a transparent and

participatory procedure , preferably by an independent broad -based constitutional body

guaranteeing judicial primacy but not judicial exclusivity

The new system should ensure independence, reflect diversity, demonstrate

professional competence and integrity

The system needs to establish a body which is independent and objective in the selecti on

process. In several countries of the Commonwealth, National Judicial Appointment

Commissions have been established to select judges. Such judicial commissions have

worked with success in the U.K., South Africa and Canada

Setting up a constitutional bod y accommaodating the federal concept of diversity and

independence of judiciary for appointment of judges to the higher judiciary can also

be thought of as an alternate measure

There should be a fixed time limit for approval of recommendations

As of now, instead of selecting the number of  judges required against a certain number of

vacancies, the collegium must provide a panel of possible names to the President for

appointment in order of preference and other valid criteria

New memorandum of procedure

o After the Second and Third Judges Cases, a Memorandum of Procedure had been
formulated to govern how the process of how the Collegium would make
recommendations to the Executive
o The government therefore suggested that a new MOP be drafted and finalised fo r

appointment of SC judges and the Executive to get a veto over candidates for national
security reasons in this new MOP
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Conclusion

f Faced with intense public scrutiny and gover nme
weaknesses are being laid bare.

1 These are not simply the moral failings of one individual or the consequences of the
misjudgement of a few.

T It is another il lustration of the institutionds

Topicz Functions and responsibilities of the Union atite States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal gructure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels ahdllenges therein.

Q) Getting rid of the minimum ed ucation criteria for contesting panchayat polls is

awelcome decision,es peci ally in India which is home tto 3
population. Critically analyze. (250 words)

Livemi nt

Why this question

Thearticle discusseghe recent decisionof Rajasthangovernmentto do away with educational
gualification as a criteria for contestinglocal polls. Whenthis decisioncame out, there was huge
debateoverthe constitutionalaswell asthe functionalityof the decisionjncludinga verdictby court
in rajbalavsstate of Haryana2015.1t is expectedof aspirantsto form a perspectiveon thisissue.

Key demand of the question

Thquestionexpectsusto explainthe recentdecisionof the governmentwith regardsto minimum
educationalqualificationand discusghe prosand consof the decison includingthe judicial verdict
ontheissue Finallywe needto providea fair and balancedopinionanddiscussvay forward.

Directive word
Critically analyzeg
Structure  of the answer

Introduction ¢ explainabout the recent decisionof Rajasthangoverrment to do away with
educationalqualificationasa criteriafor contestinglocalelectiors.

Body

Highlightthe fact that suchpreconditionshave beenprescribedby severalgovernmentsncluding
Rajastharand Haryana.Discusghe rationale behindsuchlegislations.Explainthat the ideabehind
sucheducationalqualificationcriteria, two child policy etcis to ensurethat peoplewho comeinto
governancere sociallyand ethicallyaware of their dutiesandresponsibilities. Explaiie verdictof
Sdnrajbala vsstate of Haryanalndiaregardingconstitutionalityof suchpreconditions.

Discusghe impactof suchjudgmentsg Highlightthat it actsasexclusimary asa sizablesectionof
populationwho areilliterate becauseof the ineffectivenessf state in imparting educationto all are
beingpenalized.

Discussthe cons of having such preconditiors. Explainthat While the Constitution states the
eligibility criteria for becomingMLAsand MPsin Indiain terms of, say,the age of a person,there
are no requiredminimumeducational qualificationsfor them or eventhe ministers.Etc

Conclusion 8 Giveyour viewon this issueand discussvay forward.

Introduction:
Rajasthan government has approved to do away with the minimum education
qualification r equired to contes t panchayat and wurban bodiesd elect
was intro duced by the previous government. The criteria was
1 To contest the municipal, zila parishad or panchayat samiti polls, a contestant must have
a minimum qualification o f secondary educa tion (Class X).
! To contest the sarpanch elections, an aspirant from the g eneral category must have passed
Class VIIl and a SC/ST aspira  nt must have passed Class V.
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Body:
Rationale behind Minimum Education Criteria:
! The Minimum Education C riteria was intro duced in Haryana too in 2015.

1 The constitutional validity of decision was subsequently upheld by Supreme Court
in Rajbala vs. State of  Haryana
f The SC had ruled that oit is the education whi
discriminate between right and wrong, good and bado¢d.
1 The uneducated or illiterate can be easily misled b y officials.
1 Supporters claim that the criteria will incentivi ze womend6s I|literacy in ru
1 To ensure that people who come into governance are soc ially and ethically aware of th  eir

duties and responsibilities.
f There are other criteria like two ~ -child policy too present in states. About 12 states currently
have t he policy, Assam being the latest entrant into the list.
Cons of Minimum  Education Criteria:

Social:
1 The criteria penalis es the people for failure to meet certain social indicators. g.:India whic h
is home for 35% of Worl dés i Hidadvantageat e popul at i on
1 The already marginalised sections like Dalits, women will b e excluded. g.: The literacy rate
(Census 2011) for women in Rajasthan is 52% and most of the literate women are in urban
areas.
1 The criteria discriminates on the lines of religion, ¢ aste and sex , because mostly those
who are deprived of education are the SCO s, STd6s and women.

! The Right to Education bec ame a fundamental right as recent as 2002, thereby putting
many at disadv antage prior to it.

f Mainstreaming of many sections of people w ill be hindered.
Political:
7 It violates the right of every citizen to vot e and to contest elections , Which forms the
basi ¢ structure of our constitution.
1 There are no minimum education qualifica tion for MPO0stheQonstilutighd s
1 The very essence o f involving people at grass -roots level envisaged in 73 r and
74t Consti tutional Amendments will be defeated by excludin g a large chunk of people.
T The Stateds ineffecti v donevil Bearia brunt omfhe@pedplie mog. e duc a
1 To mandate what make s a person good goes against the spirit of democracy.
Ethical:
1 Honesty, r eliability, ability to connect with people, deal with crisis are traits of a leader for
which education is not necessary.
1 Experiences has shown that wisdom plays a greater role than e ducation at local governance
levels.
1 As Dr. B.R Ambedkar opined, an illiterate person is not necessarily an unintelligent person.

Pros of Minimum Education Criteria:
1 The candidates will be bette r aware of the provisions of Constitution and cannot be misled
by conniving officials or vested interests.
1 With education, the sta tes will have to truly devolve the functions that loc al governments
can take care of by themselves.
1 Ministry of Panchayat repo rts have successively highlighted difficulty in training
unedu cated representatives.

1 The issue of O0Token RepayatsPeantti adt i soynsét eomr wooPual ndc hb e
education gi ves a sense of confidence among the marginalised sections.
1 The criteriai n itself promote the awareness of importance of education amon g the parents

which will benefit the generations to come.

Conclusio n:
1 The need of the houris toimplement the ground re  forms like adult education, right to free
and compulsory education better before implementing such laws.

9 There is more imperative need to tackle challenges like criminalization of politics,
transparent e lectoral funding currently.
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Q) The policy of reservation has transformed from an affirmative action poli cy to an
anti poverty measure. Critically examine. (250 words)
Indianexpress

Why this question

Therecentdecisiorf the governmento introducel0%reservatiorfor economicallyveakersection
in generalcategorymarksanother chapterin the neverendingresevation sagaand needsto be
analyzed.

Key demand of the question

Thequestionexpectsusto discussthe policy of reservationand examinewhether the policy has
transformedfrom a policymeantto providea levelplayingfield for those sufferingfrom historical
discriminationrandthosewho are weakersectionf the societyto a policymeantasa dolefor those
sectionof societywho are are poorandlackjobs.

Directive word

Criticallyexamine¢ Whenyou are askedto examine you haveto probedeeperinto the topic, get
into details,andfind out the causesor implicationsif any. WhenW O N& & &uffixedor prefixedto
adirective,all youneedto dois look at the goodand bad of somethingand givea fair judgement.

Structure  of the answer

In troduction ¢ Explainaboutthe recentmeasureto introducel0%reservationfor economically
weakersectionin generalcategory.

Body
Explainin detail the measuestakenby the government

1 Thosewvhohaveanannualsalaryof lessthan yakhperyearandpossessessthan5 acres
of landwill be ableto availthemselve®f reservationin educationalinstitutions and jobs.

1 AcConstitutionAmendmenBillwasapprovedby the Cabinetin thisregard.

1 TheBillwill alsocoverthosefrom the Muslim, Sikh,Christian Buddhistand other minority
communities.

1 Thequotawill be overandabovethe existing50%reservdion to the Schedule€Castesthe
Scheduledribesandthe OtherBackwardClasse$¢OBC).

1 Examinewhetherthe policyisin contraventionto the Indra Sawhneyjjudgementand what
the judgementsaysregardingreservationfor economicallyweakersection

1 Examinewhetherthe policyhastransformedfrom a policymeantto providea levelplaying
field for thosesufferingfrom historicaldiscriminatiorandthosewho are weakersectionsof
the saciety to a policymeantas a dole for those sectionsof societywho are are poor and
lackjobs.

Conclusion ¢ Givea fair andbalancedviewand discussvay forward.

Introduction:

The President of India has given his assen  tto the bill providing 10 % reservation in jobs and
educational institutions to the economically we aker sections in the general category . The
legislation will be known as the Constitution (103 Amendment) Act, 2019 and it shall come into

force on such date as the Centre naotifies.

Body:
The key measures taken by the government in this act are
f It p rovides reservation for:
1 People who have an annual income of less than Rs.8 lakhs.
1 People who own less than five acres of farm land.
1 People who have a house lesser than 1,000 sq feet in a town.
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f Residential plot below 100 yards in notified municipality.
1 Residential plot below 200 yards in non -notified municipality area.
1 The Bill will also cover those from the Muslim, Sikh, Christian, Buddhist and other minority
communities.
Impacts of the Act:

YOU ARE ELIGIBLE FOR THE
10% RESERVATION IF YOU:

The act is in conflict with many provisions of the
constitution as well as Supreme Court judgements.

1 Legal Scrutiny:

o The SC has held that in general Ha‘{e
conditions the special provision should agricultural
be less than 50% (M R Balaji and Ors v. land of less
State of Mysore ). than 5 acres

o The Supreme Court has ruled multiple

times against exceeding its 1992 ?5]%(;?1"? T|0|dié195
formula_ of a maximum of 5(_)% Have household II|11.H Ia rall unaer
reservation  (Indira Sawhney v. Union of income of less this category
India).

o It also defin ed that a backward class than 38 lakh a year @
cannot be determined only and At least 95% X ®
exclusively with reference to economic (127 crore) =
criterion. o . Indians earn less

o It may be a consideration or basis along
with, and in addition to, social
backwardness, but it can never be the
sole criterion. F Ha.ve a

{1 Violation of Basic St  ructure Doctrine: residential

o The 10% reservation will be in addition plot smaller

to the existing cap of 50% reservati  on for than 100 yards in

the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes
and the Other Backward Clas  ses, taking
the total reservation to 60%.

a municipality
Data not available

Have a house
smaller than

This would leave other candidates with
just 40% government jobs or seats,
amounting to violation of Articl e 14
(Right to Equality) , which is a part of
Basic Structure.

In Kesavananda Bharati (1973), the
Supreme Cou rt held that Parliament can

1,000 square feet

At least 80% of
households in India
have houses smaller
than 500 sq ft

amend the Constitution but does not
have power to destroy it i no
amendment can chang
structurebo. . A
o The judgme nt held that constitutional in a non-notified
amendme nts which offended the basic municipality
structure of the Constitution would be NA
ultra vires.
o The 60% reservation will also lead to

A residential
plot of less
than 200 yards

0sacrifice of meritéo.
1 Violation of DPSP:
o The Article 46 , which is a non -justiciable Directive Principle, says that the state
shallprom ot e educational and economic interests
SCs and STs, and protect them from oO0social in
o While the 124th Amendment mentions Article 46 in its statement and objects, it
seems the gove rnment overlooked the fact that upper castes neither face social

injustic e nor are subjected to any form of exploitation
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o Moreover, the Constitution makes provisi ons for commissions to look into matters
relating to implementation of constitutional safeguar ds for Scheduled Castes
(Article 338), Scheduled Tribes (338A) and Social ly and Educationally Backward
Classes (339), but has not created any commission for the e conomically
backward classes.

f Against Spi rit of Reservation:

o Constitution outlines special p  rovisions for only four classes 8 SCs, STs, Backward
Classes and Anglo In dians in the Articles 330 -342 under Part 16.

o The provision is clearly mentioned as reserv ation is explicitty for 6 soci al excl
and di scri miNmdtaibdryd. t he o0 s otciioanlallyl ya nbda cekdwacrad ¢
the target group in quotas for OBCs.

o Thus, the quota for the economically poor among the upper castes has been seen
essentially as a poverty alleviation move dressed up as re servation

o The policy has transformed from a policy meant to provide a level playing field for
those suffering from histori  cal discrimination and those who are weaker sections of
the society to a policy meantasa  dole for those sections of society who are poor and
lack jobs.

Way forward:
Spread the bene fits: about Alternative Strategies
1 First strategy  may be to try and spr ead the benefits of reservations as widely as possible
within the existing framework:

o Ensu re that individuals use their reserved category status only once in their lifetime.

o Thiswould require that anyone using reservations to obtain a benefit such as coll ege
admission must register his/her Aadhaar number and she would be ineligible to use
reservations for another benefit (  e.g. a job) in the future.

o This would require no changes to the basic framework but spread the benefits more
broadly within the reserved category allowing a larger number of families to seek
upward mobility.

1 A second strategy  might be to recognise that fut  ure economic growth in India is going to
come from the private s ector and entrepreneurship:

o Inorder to ensure that all Indians, regardl ess of caste, class and religion, are able to
partake in economic growth, we must focus on basic skills.

o We have focused on admission to prestigious colleges and government jobs, but | ittle
attention is directed to social inequality in the quality of eleme ntary schooling.

o The IHDS shows that among children aged 8 -11, 68% of the forward caste ch ildren

canread at Class 1 lev el while the proportion is far lower for OBCs (56%), SCs (45%)
and STs (40%).
o This suggests that we need to focus on reducing inequaliti es where they first emerge,
within primary schools.
Conclusion:

The policy for res ervation despite the constitut ional provisions and Supreme court
Judgements shows that itis m  ore of a poverty alleviation scheme than an affirmative policy. The
government rather needs to focus on job generation, improving education system and relooking a t
the existing reservation cri  teria so that the benefits reach true beneficiaries.

Q) The lack of alarm caused by the deni al of local democracy reveals our collective
bias regardingt he place of local go vernments.. Comment. (250 words)
The hindu

Why this quest ion

Despitethe constitutional amendmentsmade to empower the local governmentin India, the
progresshas beentardy and the mechanismhas not yet taken its due place. In this contextit is
importantto discusghe statusof localgovemmentin India.

Dire ctive word
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Commert here we haveto expressour knowlkedge and understandingof the issueand form an
overallopinionthereupon.

Key demand of the question.

Thequestionwants us to expressour knowledgeand understandingof the issueand expressour
opinion asto why the lack of alarm causedby the denial of local democracyrevealsour collective
biasregardingthe placeof localgovernments.

Structure  of the answer

Intro duction ¢ write a few introductorylinesabout the constitutionalstatusof localbodies.E.g
mentionthe aimsof 73rdand 74th amendmentsf the constitution.

Body -
Discusshe problems/issuedn devolvingpowersto the localgovernmentsn India.E.g

91 Prescribingvariouskindsof criteria like educationalqualification presenceof a funcional
toilet at homeetc- It restrictsa O A { Arighbty cd@testelectionsand therebychallenges
the basicpremiseof a republicandemocacy.

f  Thoughlocalgovernmens now havea definite spacewithin L y' R dohstitdtionalstructure,
they are still seenas administrativevesseldor implementingprogranmesof the Central
and Stategovernments.

1 Notholdingelectionsto localgovernments.

1 InmostStatestaskslike delimitation of seatsare still donebythe Stategovernmentnstead
of the SECIt isoften underthe guiseof delimitationof seatsthat local governmentlections
are delayed especiallywhenthe party in powerfearslossesetc.

Conclusion -basedonyourdiscussionform a fair anda balancedconclusioron the givenissie.

Introduction:
The 73 1d, 74 th constitutional amendmentgave ¢ onstitutional status to local self -governments.
At present India has around 2.5 lakh inst itutions of local self -governance with 32 lakh

representatives. They were created to realize t  he objectives of art icle 40 of the constitution to
create a truly partici  patory democracy.

The act underduty onrttee Centrehas web as the States to es tablish and nourish
the villa ge panchayats so as to make them effective -self -governing institu ~ tions . 6
Body:

However, even after 25 years of existence, they h ave failed to be effective instruments of
governance for following reasons:
1 Systemicissu es

o State finance commissions are not as effective as central finance commission

o State election commissions are all eged over issues like delimitation of constituencies.

o Periodic elections are not held and dissolution of Panchayat before the
tenure. Example : Elections to pan chayats and municipalities in Tamil Nadu have
not been held since 2011. In Vi  sakhapatnam, electio ns to its Municipal Corporation
were last held in 200 7.

91 Issuesrelated to funds, functions and functionaries

o Devolution of powers as per eleve nth schedule exce pt in few states like Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh is not satisfactory.

o Although lo cal governmentsnow have a definite space within
structure, they are still seen as administrative vessels for implementing
programmes of th e Central and Sta te governments.

o The issue of 0 Tok en RepresentationéPaoi 6 orBgaitlbay at
marginali ses the weaker sections.

1 Recent amendments in state a cts like introduction of the Minimum Education Criteria in
Haryana and Rajasthan; presenc e of a functional toilet at home. The constitutional validity
of decision was subsequently uph  eld by Supreme Court in Rajbala vs. State of Haryana
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verdict. Itrestrict s a <citizends right to contest electio
premise of a re publica n democracy.

1 Capacity building of both panchayats and urban local bodies is not proport ional to the
respons ibilities they are assigned.

1 Departmentalization ofd evelopment: a lot of government bodies have sidelined local bodies.
For example, recently in Har yana, a rural development agency was created to sideline
panchayats.

f Mani Shankar Aiyya r committee observed that decentralization has led to
decentralization of corruption.

f There are criticisms that initiatives like smart city projects affect the au tonomy of urban
local bodies.

1 In urban areas, participation from people in elections as well a S in governance is v ery
limited.

All the above factors combinedly resul  ted in ineffectiveness of local self  -governments.

However , there have been lots of pos itives too like improvement in women participation , building
the foundation for participatory democracy , utiliza tion of local resources, customization of
projects to local needs etc.

Way Forward:
Following steps can be taken to improve the effectiven ess of LSG to realize their true potential.
1 Devolution of powers as per eleventh schedule like in Kerala and Madhy a Pradesh .
1 Reservation for women should be increased from 33 % to 50 % like in Maharashtra and
Bihar.
1 Capacity building of all elect  ed represe ntatives especially women.
1 Principle of subsidiarity to be upheld at all levels like recommend ed by second ARC.
1 Property taxation reforms to be introduced to make urba n bodies self -sufficient
financially.

1 Platforms like mahila gram sabha need to be encoura ged to help women voice their needs
and participate in decision making process.

1 To implement t he ground reforms li ke adult education, right to free and compulsory
educ ation better before implementing laws like minimum education criteria.

Conclu sion:
1 Local bodies need to be empowered to create greater inclusiveness, participation and women
empower ment at the grassroo ts level. Integrating institutional reforms in local governance

with economic reformswas Gandhi j isGsgghfteerd vi si on aafaj@Poor nasSw
1 The 73rd and 74th Amendments of the Constitution which seek to create an institutional

framework for ushering in gras s roots democracy through the medium of genuinely sel f-

governing local bodies in both rural and urban areas of the country.

Q) Critically comment on the way the courts have interpreted the Section 124(A) of

the penal code. Comment on what d 0 you think the futu re of sedition law in Indi a
should be ? (250 words )

Livemint

Why this questio n

Seditionlaw is againin newscourtesychargesheeffiled againstthe accusedn JNUrow. Thisissue
needsto be examinedn detail and we needto form an opinionon what the future of sedition law
in the countryshouldbe.

Key demand of the questio n

The question expectsus to explain what section 124A entails and comment on the courts
interpretation of the same.Thereafter we needto logicallygive an argumentregardingthe future
of sedition law in the country.
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Directive wor d

Criticallycommentg Whenyou are askedto comment,you haveto pickmain pointsand giveyour
Y2 LIA ohixh2my@sedon evidencesor argumentsstemmingfrom your wide reading. Critically
commentisalsoformingopinionon mainpointsbut in the endyouhaveto providea fair judgement.

Structure  of the answer
Introduction @ Highlightwhy thisissueisin news
Body

Explainthat In india,seditionis 124A0f Indian penalcode& when personchargedunderthis IPC.
The offenceis punishablewith imprisonmentfor life.

Courthaveinterpreted 124Aof Indianpend codein manycases relateto 124Asection

1 KedarNath SinghVsStateof Bihar1962:constitutionalbenchof supremecourtmadeclear
that allegedlyseditiousspeech& expressiomaybe punishednlyif speechisanincitement
to violenceor publicdisorcer.

1 Subsequentases havefurther clarifiedthe meaningof this phrase In IndraDasvs Stateof
Assam& Arup Bhuyanvs State of Assam,SupremeCourt stated that only speechthat
amountsto & A Yy O A o BniBefitfawless: O (i kahlye ériminalised

1 Balwant Singh v. State of Punjab, Supreme Court overturned the convictions for
sedition(124APC)and Promotirg enmity betweendifferent groupson groundsof religion,
race,placeof birth, residencelanguage etc (153AIPC)

9 Basedon the opinionof the court and how the sediton law hasbeenusedin the country,
giveyourview on the future of seditionlaw.

Conclusion ¢ Giveyourviewanddiscussvay forward

Introduc tion :

The Delhi Police filed a charge sheet against 10 people, including student leaders Kanha iya Kumar,

Umar Kh alid, and Anirban Bhattacharya, in a sedition case for all egedl y r-aatiomalng
sl oganso6 during an event on tity @NU cawmuhimRebrumdy 2006e hr u Un

Body :

eSedition law:
Section 124A of the
Indian Penal Code, 1860

eDefinition: Whoever by
words, either spoken or
written, or by signs, or by
visible representation,

or otherwise brings or

attempts to bring into

ha,(ef e WHAT THE SUPREME COURT SAID:

excites or attemplts to LANDMARK JUDGEMENTS

excite disaffection towards,

the government established

by law in India, shall 1962 1982 1995

be punished KEDAR NATH SINGH VS STATE OF BIHAR P.ALAVIVS STATE BALWANT SINGHAND ANR VS
ePunishment: _ The Supreme Court held that “a OF KERALA STATE OF PUNJAB

Impriso_nment for life, to citizen has aright to say or write whatev- Wherethecourtheldthat @ The SCsays: “Raising some slogan

which fine may be added, er helikes about the government, or sloganeering, criticis- (“Khalistan Zindabad") a couple of

or imprisonment whichmay it measures, by way of criticism or ing of Parliament or the times...which neither evoked any

extend to three years, to comment, 50 long as he does ot incite judicial set-up did not response nor any reaction from the

which fine may be added, people toviolence" amount to sedition i public cannot attract such punishment’

orjust a fine
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0 Se di t anofferice incerporated int othelIndi anPenalCode(IP C)in1870 . Section124A of
the IPC defines sedition and  says:

1 whoever by words either spoken or written or by signs or by visible representation or
otherwise brings or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, the government es tablished
by law; o r

1 whoever by the above means excites or attempts to excite disaf fection towards the

government established by law, has committed the offence of sedition
The offence is punishable with imprisonment for life
Courts have interpreted 124A  of Indian penal code in man Yy cases relate to 124A section
1 Kedar Nath Singh Vs Stat e of Bihar 1962:  constitutional bench of Supreme Court made
clear that allegedly seditiou s speech & expression may be punished only if speech is an

incitement to violence or public di sorder. Subsequen t cases have further clarified the
meaning of this phras e.
1 Indra Das vs. State of Assam & Arup Bhuyan vs State of Assam : Supreme Court stated

thatonly speech that amounts to Oincitement to i1
crimina lised .

o Therefore, advocatin g revolution or advocating even violent overthrow of Sta te, does
not amount to sedition, unless there is incitement to violence & more importantl Y,
incitement is to imminent violence
1 Maneka Gandhi case, 1978: The Maneka Gandhi judgmentwa s a balanced judg ment and
is one of the best judgments that Indian Suprem e Court has ever given
o The judgmentds i mportance can be s &aahichtheday
bench construed Article 21  and expanded its horizons has given way for the resolv ing

of problems | eft unsolved by the Parliament
o The SC stated that Criti  cizing and drawing general opinion against the Govt. policies
and decisions within a reas onable limit that does not incite peopl e to rebel is
consistent with the freedom of speech
o Thejudgment saved the citizens from unquestionable actions of Executive
1 Balwant Singh v. State of Punjab : In one of most important judgements in this regard
Supreme Court overturned the conV|ct|ons for sedition(124A IPC) and Promoting
enmity between diffe rent groups on gr ounds of religion, race, place of birth, residence,
lang uage, etc (153 A IPC) .
o In this case, accused raised slogans such Khalistan Zindabad, Raj Karega Kha Isa
(Khalsa will rule) & Hinduan Nun Punjab Chon Kadh Ke Chhadange, Hun Mauka
Aya Hai Raj Kayam Karan Da (Hindus will leave Punjab, we will rule) i.e. a few hours
after Indira Gandhi 6s assassination
o Despite the slogans clearly undermining Indian sovereignty and government, SC
acquitted or free from charge or verdict of not guilty the acc used because the slogans
did not imminently incite violence
o Thus, even a dvocating secession of country or violent overthrow of
government , does not attract sedit  ion unless there is imminent incitement to
violence .
o 0l ncitement® rather t lBnportanieettmeo crd af gedtion 184At h
Dark side of Applying Sedition Law
1 Before Independence , this charge was used by the  British to suppress the freedom
movemen t.
T lIronica lly, the same draconian law has become a tool that the country is now using against
its own people .
1 During colonial period section 124  -A was interpreted by t he privy council in a way to

suppress every act that expressed discontent against the gov ernment

1 Many freedom fighters were slapped with these charges for invoking feelings of nation alism
and educati ng people of India against the policies adopted by the ¢ olonial power .

1 Draconian laws such as the Section 124 -A only serve to give a legal veneer tothere gi me d s
persecution of voices and movements against oppression by casting them as ant i-national .

1 Figur es of the National Crime Records Bureau reveal thatint he two years preceding the

JNU case, there were a total of 77 sedition cases
1 Beyond the high -profile urban cases, the reach of Section 124  -A has extended even to
faraway places. An e ntire village in  Kudankulam, Tamil Nadu had sedition cases slapped
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against it for resisting a nuclear power project. Adivasis of Jharkhand, resisting
displacement , topped t he list of those slapped with sedition in 2014

1 Instead of critically analysing why citizens , be they in Kashmir or Chhattisgarh or Bhima
Koregaon, are drive n to dissent, the government is using an iron -fist policy with the
sedition law playing a leading r ole to completely shut out contrarian views

Way Forward

1 All speech -related offence s should be made bailable offences; this would lessen the harmful
impact of using arrest and custody as a way of harassing anyone exercising their rights

under Ar ticle 19(1 ) (a). The chilling effect on freedom of speech and expression must be
erased.

f Formi ng a committee in volving Government and renowned civil society members wh ile
deciding cases under section 124 A

1 To limit the discretionary power as much as possi ble through better and comprehensive

drafting of guidelines

1 The offences should be made non -cognisable so that there is at least a judicial check on the
police acting on the basis of politically motivated complaints

71 In the case of offences under Sections 153A (opromoting enmity betw
on grounds of religion, race, place of birth , residence, lang uage, etc, and doing acts
prejudicial to maintenance of harmonydé) and 295A of the I ndian F
under Section 196(1) of the  Code of Criminal Procedure to obtain prior sanction of the
government before taking cogni sance of the offences . This needs to be extended to the
offence of sedition un der Section 124A .

71 Inthe case of hate speech, itis important to raise the burden of proo f on those who claim
that their sentiments are hurt rather than accept them at face value .

1 And finally, it is ¢ rucial that courts begin to take action against those wh 0 bring
malicious complaints against speech acts

Conclusion

9 Dissent is the lifeblood of democracy .Democracy has no meaning without freedoms and
sedition as interpreted and app  lied by the police and governments is a negation of it. Hence,
before the law loses its potency, the Supreme Court, being the protector of the fundamental
rights of th e citizens has to step in and evaluate the law and may declare Section 124A
unconstitutio nal i f necessary .

f Theword 6éseditiond is thus ext rleampleywithncaaationcled , an
like cannon that ought not be used to shoot a mouse; but t he arsenal also demands
possession of cannons, mostly as a deterrent, and on occasion for shooting .

Q) Without proper planning, 10% reservation could cause significant strain for
universities in India. Analyze. (250 words )
Reference

Why this questio n

10%reservationfor econonicallyweakersectionshasbeenintroducedrecently. Thedecisiornto not
let thisimpactseatsin educationainstitutionsislikelyto causestrainonthem. Thisquestionexpecs
youto analyzesuchissues

Key demand of the questio n

The questionexpectsus to discussthe decisionof granting reservationto emnomicallyweaker
sectionsanalyzehow it is likelyto causestrain on educationalinstitutionsand what mustbe done
inthisregard

Directive wor d

Analyzeg Whenaskedto analyze you haveto exanmine methodicallythe structureor nature of the
topic by separatingit into componentparts and presentthemasawholein a summary

Structure of the answe r

Introduction ¢ highlight the recentdecisiorto grant 10%reservationto EWS

www.insightsonindia.com 38 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/24/3-without-proper-planning-10-reservation-could-cause-significant-strain-for-universities-in-india-analyze-250-words/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/24/3-without-proper-planning-10-reservation-could-cause-significant-strain-for-universities-in-india-analyze-250-words/
https://scroll.in/article/910207/the-daily-fix-without-proper-planning-10-reservation-could-cause-chaos-in-the-new-academic-year

SECURE SYNOPSIS "’

Body

f Explairthat in orderto ensurethat the reservationR 2 yin@péctseasfor other categories,
additional 25%seatsto be createdin educationalinstitutions. Thisadditional enrolment
would require universitiesand collegesto add to infrastructurevery quickly¢ classooms,
teachershostelsand muchmore,

9 Highlightthe issueswith Indian universitiesand how this measureis likely to breaktheir
alreadyoverstretchedacls

9 Discussvhat needsto be donein thisregard

Conclusion 9 Giveyourviewanddiscusavay forward.

Introduction
9 The President of India has given hisa  ssent to the bill providing 10% reservation in jobs
and educational institutions to the economically weaker sections in th e general
category .

1 The legislation will be known as the Constitution (103 Am endment) Act, 2019 and it
shall come into force on suchd  ate as the Centre notifies

Body :

1 The act was passed in a hurry. State governments were not consulted about this move that
required the Constitution to be amen ded. The Union government wants to ensure that no
group i s left out by new quota

1 The government is keen on a roll  -out in the forth coming academic session and is framing
rules for implementation of the quota in private institutions as well. The constitutio nal
amendment passed by Parliament states the reservation will be applicable in  aided as well
as unaided institutions

There are significant strains on the educational institutes a S
Universities
T I'n order to ensure that the r ®rothar satedoiies, n addittbmah 0 t
25% seats to be created in educational institutions

1 This additional enrolment would r equire universities and colleges to add to infrastructure
very quickly 9 classrooms, teachers, hostels in a short span of time

1 Incentr ally funded higher education institutions (HEIs) from the 2019 -20 academic session,
the Centre has decided to foot the a dditional financial requirements
1 The paucity of time and the amount of money allotted for infrastructure would be

debatable if it is po ssible to implement the quota in such a short span
1 Apointincasewas Punj ab Uni wktensentthat dwould need about Rs 500 crore
to implement the new quota
Private Institutions
f The anxiety is even more acute in private institutions, which will now have to implement
the quota system that it had ignore d all these years .
1 Most colleges have loans to repay and any r  estrictions on their ability to charge fees they
consider appropriate would result in great financial stress
1 Implementing the new quota  is also expected to delay the  process of hiring teachers this
year .
State Governments
1 The quota would place an additio  nal burden on state governments if they are expected to
implement it in the 2019  -2020 academic year
1 Most Indians who access higher educ  ation attend state -level institutions, which receive
grant s from the state coffers
1 This does not bode well for state bu  dgets, especially in states like Kerala, Maharashtra and
Tamil Nadu where public higher education institutions are strong
Students
1 Lack of clarity on payment of fees in private colleges desp ite gaining an entry through
EWS quota will be a futile attemp  t for the students
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Way Forward
1 The problem faced by children and young people of Socially Advanced Castes who are
genuinely poor is th at they are not able to afford education to the fuller | evel for want of
financial capacity
1 The Union government should lead by example by starting new, good -quality

universities  instead of adding burden on the existing ones

1 A one -time fund can be grante d to states for expanding the educational infrastructure

1 This problem has to be resolved and can be resolved by having a comprehensive scheme
of scholar ships and educational loans through direct benefit transfer

1 Roping in CSR funds of Corporates, NGOs, C SOs for help in infrastructure funding

1 Arobust system mustbe putin place to weed out the ghost beneficiaries of such quota
which adds to fiscal strai n.

Conclusion
The Reservation Act will definitely be a boon to many poor students. However, there should

be a deliberated, well -thought outroadmap  for the implementation, barring which the amendment
itself would be a futile effort

Topic: Statutory, regulatory and various quagudicial bodies

Q) The 2014 NGT ban on rat hole mining in Meghalaya has only accentuated the

problem. Critically analyze .(250 words )
Downtoearth

Why this questio n

Therecentdisasersinvolvingrat holeminingin Meghalayahasbroughtthe focusonrat holemining
in the state. TheNGTorderonrat hole mining, it appeared haddealtwith the problemconcusively.
Howeverthe recentdisastershaveshownthat the problempersists Hencethis question

Key demand of the questio n

Thequestionexpectausto discusghe prosandconsof NGTdecisioron banningrat holeminingand
discusghe way forward for ensuring that a fair and practicalsolutionis devised

Directive wor d

Criticallyanalyze¢ When askedto analyze,you haveto examinemethodicallythe structure or
natureof the topicby separatingt into componenpartsandpresenthemasawholein a sunmary.
WhenW O NJ& is suiixedof peefixedto a directive,all youneedto doislook at the goodand bad
of somethingand givea fair judgement

Structure  of the answe r
Introduction ¢ Explainabout the 2014 orderbanningrat hole mining.
Body

Discus the impact of the ban. Highlightthat while it wasthought that the ban had succeededn
tacklingthe problemof rat holemining,the recentincidentshaveshownthat the problemcontinues

Discus$iow the banhasmagnifiedthe problem

1 Blueprintsof mines are not availablewhich hamperedrescueoperationsin the current
disaste

1 rat-holemininghasto be regulatedand not bannedasit will impactthe livelihoodof many
people.Moreoverthe currentlegal limbois only benefitingthe rich etc

Discussvhat needsto be doneto effectivelydeal with the situation. Evaluatewhether ban is the
way forward or regulationsare required

Conclusion ¢ Giveyourviewanddiscusghe way forward.
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Introduction

The National Green Tribunal (NGT)  banned rat-hole miningin 2014 , and retained the
ban in 2015, on grounds of it being a@nsci ent i f i ¢ a nfar warkers. &tiee &erdict was
upheld by Supreme Court too.

The collapse of a coalm inein Meghal ayads East, tidppingnatleaat 1H5 | | s
workers who are still missing and are feared dead, has thrown the spotlight onrat-hol e minin
continuance, despite the ban

Body :

The impact of the ban
1 The NGT order banned not only rat -hole mi ni ng but al | ounscient
mi ningo
1 The court placed much emphasis on a report of O P Singh , professor of environmental

stud ies of North Eastern Hills University of Shillong that explained the grave
environmental concerns and health concerns .
! Rat-hole mining, which started with gusto in the 1980s, ha s poisoned three rivers in the
Jaintia hills:  the Myntdu, Lunar and Lukha. These rivers have very high acidic levels
{1 It also took into consideration the dignity of the mine workers especially chi I[dren who
were employed .
It was thought that the ban had suc ceeded in tackling the problem of rat hole min ing, the recent
incidents have sh own that the problem continues. The ban has accentuated the problems toa

higher level. This is due to various reason slik e

Loopholes in the law
1 The ban has been rendered meani ngless by the Supreme court -sanctioned permiss ion to
transport-md alebaaldJgnuary 2019. Mine owners have used this loophole to
continue mining operations illegally
1 Meghalaya comes under the 6% Schedule of Constitution . The provisions allow  for
community ownership of land and autonomy over its use. However they are ta  ken over by
private players and tribals are left helpless
Lack of Political and Executive will

1 The unholy nexus of Politicians and Contractors: About 33% of political candidat es have
stakes in coal mining and transport co mpanies, thus lobbying against th e ban order .

1 A committee (headed by Retired Justice B.P. Katoki) appointed by the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has blamed poor implementation of NGT order by executive .

1 The com mittee revealed that the state government shockingly has no records about the

rat-hole mines, number of workers involved and any other data relating to death or injuries
to the workers .
1 Blueprint s of mines are not available which has hampered rescue  operations in the
current disaster
Lack of Alternate Sources of Livelihood
1 It takes long to locate the quarry as local people were scared to divulge information,
fearing a backlash from mine owners a nd lose their livelihood
1 It gives quick money for day -to-day survival .
1 Itis a cheap method for the mine owners to extract coal and presenc e of abundance of
Migrant labour
1 Thebanhasledto secrecy which hampers rescue process during cases of emergency
Way Forward

1 The Supreme Court must rectify this situation b y banning transport of all coal, or by lifting
the ban but enforcing regulation to make the mining non  -polluting and safe

f The State mining policy should include ways of alternative towards Ratho le mining .

! Rat-hole mining has to be regulated and not banned as it will impact the livelihood of
many people .

1 The Schedule VI provisions mu st be implemented in true letter and spirit by granting
community ownership rights. Involvement of Autonomous Distri ct and Regiona | Councils
to further implement the orders is n eeded.

1 Alternative employment or economic engagement for the coal mine owners a nd

labourers must be provided. g.: MGNREGA.
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§ Strict implementation of Child labour prevention laws and Right to Educa tion Act for
the children involved in mining
1 Use of Satellit e imagery and drone technology to find the locations of illegal mines as

suggested by BP Katoki committee

1 Using experts like Geologiststo  evaluate the stability and prepare maps for the tunnels
1 Adopting eco -friendly and global best practices to reduce t he risks .
1 Involvementof Soci al Activists, NGOO&6s andtedlucat donathe peoplenmu n i
about safety and security needed during rat -hole mining .
Conclusion

9 Theroad ahead is to restore  the environmen tally degraded areas and rehabilitate exploited
labour force .

Topic:Government policies anohterventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of
their design and implementation.

Q) In its present form the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Ma rriage) Bill,
2018 is very problematic and does little towards gender justice. Analyze. (250 words)
Epw

Structu re of the answer

Introduction ¢ write a few introductorylinesabout the MuslimWomen(Protectionof Rightson
Marriage)Bill,2018.E.gmentionthat the bill hasheenpassedythe LSandis currentlyin RSpriefly
mentionthe aimsof the bill.

Body-

Disawssthe problemsassociatedwith the provisionsof the bill and how it doeslittle towardsthe
statedaim of ensuringgenderjustice.E.g

1 Sincemarriageis a civil contract, violation of this contractdemandscivil action, but the bill
makesit a cognisabk non-bailableoffence.

1 Asthe majority judgmenthassetasidethe practiceof triple talaq and pronouncedt to be
unconstitutionaland/or un-Islamt, the bill servesno purposeof further criminalisingthe
practiceof triple talag.

1 Thehbill, which prescibes up to three & S I iM@iri€bnment,is silent on the provisionof
sustenancédor the affectedwomanand her family.

9 The bill under discussioncriminalisestriple talagq by a Muslim man, but there is no
correspondingpenalprovisionfor a non-Muslimmanabandoninghiswife. Thisgoesagainst
the universalprinciple of equality before law and is, hence,unfair towards non-Muslim
womenetc.

Conclusion ¢ basedonyourdiscussionform a fair and a balancedconclusioron the givenisaue.
E.gneedfor a properdebate and involvementof all stakeholdersn the process.

Introduction:
The Supreme Cour t 0s Shapyard Bamecase held that the practice of talag -e-
biddat (or triple talag)  unconstitutional . This was hailed as a step towards the emanci pation of

Muslim women and a win in the w ar against institutional remnants of gender inequality.
After the judgement, government passed Muslim protec tion Bill also known as, Triple Talaq
Bill in Lok Sabha but there have been cri ticism about the lega | and p rocedural aspects of the bill.

Body:

The Bill makes all declaration of talag, including in written or electronic form, to be void (i.e. not
enforceable in law) and illegal. The Bill makes declaration of talaq a cognizabl e offence, attracting
uptot hree yearsd i mprisonment with a fine.

The bill has run into issues due to few clauses added in the bill.
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Problematic:
1 Marriageisacivilcontra ct, violation of this contract demands civil action, but the bill makes
it a co gnisable non -bailable offence. Accused Muslim husband pronouncing tri ple talaq
is criminally culpable.
1 It negates the Supreme Court ruling by unwittingly favouring a sense of me dieval view that
the pronouncement of talaq -e-biddat breaks the marriage, and, therefore, needs to

criminal ised.

1 The pronouncement of talaq -e-biddat cannot be brought under the definition of emotional
abuse mentioned in Section 3 of the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005
(PWDVA). This view is as legally untenable.

1 That part of the Bill which re -declares triple talaq to be illegal and void is largely surplus
since the apex court has already done so under articles 141 and 142.

1 Nocountry has criminalised triple talaq . It has been made illegal and void. For instance,
in Algeria, talaq pronounced ou tside court is not considered legal.

1 The most significant ground on which the triple talaq Bill fails the test of constitutionality
is found in Artic le 21 which states that no person shall be deprived of his life or personal
lib erty except acc ording to pro cedure established by law.

71 Billalso con stitutes unwarranted punitive deprivation of personal liberty of Article 19,
especially clauses 19(1)d and 19 (1)g. Thus, if a man is unjustifiably jailed under the
proposed law even fora few weeks, he w ill be denied of these rights for that period.

Does little towards Gender Justice:

T The bill, which prescribes up to t hr eeprovisioaofs d i
sustenance for the affected woman and her family.
1 TheBilldoes not provide the victimisedw oman any additional benefits in terms of her rights

in marriage and divorce which were already promised under CrPC and PWDVA.
1 The Bill does not add a nything new to the already existing maintenance responsibilities of
the husband covered under various Acts.

1 The bill under discussion criminalises triple talag by a Muslim man, but there is no
corresponding penal provision for a non -Muslim man abandoning h is wife. This goes
against the universal principle of equality before law andi s, hence, unfai rtowards non -

Muslim women.

1 Furthermore, since the pr esent Bill says that triple talaq is cognizable and non -
bailable, married Muslim man become vulnerable target as policemen can arrest and
investigate the accused with or without the compl aint from wife  or any other person.

Procedural Issues:
f Thegovernrment ds refusal to send the bill to a parl.i:
goes against the democratic  spirit of deliberation and involvement of all stakeholders in
such a legislatio n.

1 It would be difficult for a woman to prove that the man has given her triple talag in one
sitting.

71 Divorce is not a crime. Not fulfilling monetary responsibilities as the law obligates of
divorced wife and children or dependents, in case they are unable to maintain th emselves

is considered as an offence only after due p  rocess of law. The fact is there are existing laws
that have already covered the issue.

Way Forward:
71 Instead of criminalisation, the pronouncement of triple talaq could have been defined a s
infliction of domestic vio lence and brought under the purview of the domestic violence
law of 2005

f This could have opened up ways to addr eandonmente pr

which is prevalent across religions.

Civil character of children cust ody and allowance of marital  law must be preserved.

Government needs to get the bill scrutinized by parliamentary select committee, consult

multiple stakeholders and then pass t he bill.

f Law Commi ssion Consultation Papewd oheCdnkeassiomnsags o f
the best way for ward may be to preserve the diversity of personal laws, but at the same
time, ensure that personal laws do not contradict fundamental rights guarante ed

=a =9
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under the constitution of India . In order to achieve this, it i s desirable that all personal
laws relati ng to matters of family must first be co dified to the greatest extent
possible, and the inequalities that have crept into codified law, these should be
remedied by amendment

Q) Explain the provisions of fugitive economic offe nders act, 2018 and critically
examine its impact ? (250 words)
The hindu

prsindia

Why this question

Vijay Mallyais the first personto be declareda fugitive economiaffenderand thuswe needto be
awareof this developmentswell asthe law behindit and A Gir@pad.

Key demand of the questio n

Thequestionexpectausto first explan the keyprovisionf the bill andthereafterbringout why the
Billis significantand what will be A (likegimpact.

Directive word

CriticallyExamineWhenyou are askedto examing you haveto probedeeperinto the topic, get
into details,andfind out the causesor implicationsif any. WhenW O NJ is duffixedor piefixedto
adirective,all youneedto doislook at the goodand bad of somethingand givea fair judgement.

Structure  of the answer

Intr oduction ¢ Highlightthat Vijay Mallyaisthe first personto be declareda fugitive economic
offender.

Body
Discusshe keyprovisionsof the Bill
9 applicablein caseswvherevalueexceed4.000cr,

1 givespowerfor confiscatiorof propertyirrespectiveof whether the proceedsare onaccount
of crime or not,

9 prohibitsfugitivesfrom pursuingcivil casesn India
9 providesfor confiscationof benamiproperties.
TheEnforcemenDirectorate(ED)will be the apexagencyto implementthe law etc

Highlightthat off late a numberof economicoffenderssuchas Nirav modi, Vijay Mallya etc who
were supposedo facetrial have escapedhe clutchesof law and this law is an attempt to bring
them to book. Thebill hasbeenbrought becauseexistingcivil and criminal provisias in law are
inadequateto dealwith the severityof the problems.Thebill providesteeth to the powersenjoyed
by law enforcementagenciedo booksuchculprits.

Alsohighlightthe consof the law

1 Unde the Bill, any court or tribunal may bar an FEQor an associateccompanyfrom filing
or defendingcivilclaimsbeforeit. Barringthesepersondrom filing or defendingcivilclaims
may violateArticle 21 of the Constitutioni.e.the right to life. Artice 21 hasbeeninterpreted
to includethe right to accesgustice

1 TheBilldoesnot requirethe authoritiesto obtain a searchwarrant or ensurethe presence
of witnessesbefore a search. Thisdiffers from other laws, suchas the Codeof Criminal
Procedue (CrPC)1973,which contain suchsafeguardsThesesafeguardsprotect against
harassmentnd planting of evidence.

Conclusion ¢ giveyourviewon the needof this law and discussvay forward.
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Intro duction:

Economic offences are on the rise with many scams surfacing re cently. The Government
enacted t he fugitive ecomnduust2018.fVijag Matlya besaine thedfinst Indian
to be declared a fugitive economic offender under the pr ovisions of law. The decision comes against
an applicat ion by the Enforcement D irectorate before the specia | Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PM  LA) court to classify Mallya as a fugitive economic offender.

Body:
The key p rovisions of the Act are

1 The Act allows for a person  to be declared as a fugi tive economic offender (FEO) if: (i) an
arrest warrant has been issu  ed against him for any specified offences where the value
involved is over Rs 100 crore,  and (ii) he has left the country and refuses to return to face
prosecution.

1 The Act makes provision s f or a Court ,t o0 Sprecdralt CoulPrevent
launder ing Act, 2002. A Director, appointed by the central government, will have to file an
application to a Special  Court.

1 The Act allows authorities to provisionally attach properties of an acc used, while the
application is pending before the Special Court.

1 Upon declaration as an FEO, properties including benami properties of a person may be
confiscated and vested in  the central government, free of encumb rances (rights and claims
in the property ).

1 The FEO or any company as sociated with him may be barred from fil ing or defending civil
claims.
There have been several instances of economic offenders fleeing the jurisdic tion of Indian courts.
Vijay Mallya fl ed the country to avoid being arrested fo r economic fraud, recent Nir  av Modi 6PNB
fraud. The existing civilan  d criminal provisions in law are not entirely adequate to deal with
the severity of the problem. The Act come s as an effective, expeditious and con  stitutionally
permissible deterrent again st fugitive economic offende rs. It also helps banks and other financ ial

institutions to achieve higher recovery from financial defaults. The act provides teeth to the powers
enjoyed by law enforcement agencies to bo ok such culprits.

THE EXISTING LAWS FOR SEIZING ASSETS

Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assetsih Prevention of Money Laun- -

and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (SAR- dering Act (PMLA)

FAESI)

Lender can take possession of the assets kept as ‘ Proceeds of the crime are

security over non-repayment of loans attached by the Enforcement
Directorate

N i N
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, Recovery of Debts due to Banks and Financial Institu-

2016 (IBO) tions Act, 1993 (RDDBFI)

| Insolvent firms are either revived by A debt recovery tribunal can pass orders for the
creditors and interim resolution profes- attachment of assets that were given as security on
sional or the assets are liquidated non payment of dues/loans
Graphic by Subrata Jana/Mint Source: Mint research
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Some cons of the law

1 Against Right to Life: Any court or tribunal may bar an FEO or a n associated company
from filing or defending civil claims before it. Barring these persons from filing or defe nding
civil claims may violate Article 21  of the Constitution i.e. the right to life. Article 21 has

been i nterpreted to include the right to acc ess justice.

1 Higher Threshold:  The threshold level of Rs 100 Cr will let many offenders with lower
credits go scot free. This is also agains t Right to Equality.

{1 Possibilities of Witch -hunt: The Bill does not requir e the authorities to obtain a search
warrant or ensure the presence of withesses before a search. This differs from other laws,
such as the Code of C riminal Procedure (CrPC), 1973, which contain such safeguards.
These safeguards protect against harassment  and planting of evidence.

1 Procedural Delays: Proceedings for forfeiture of property have been marked by
shortcomings and procedural delays. Disposa | of confiscated assets has not  been easy,
especially at a price sufficient to recoup losses or pay off all  creditors. The uncertainty of
deterre nce due to threat of confiscation of property looms large.

o Example: A case in point i dch@eapiteseffoatby Bobap y
hi gh courtds official | i tgfind slitableobuyerk fars  dneost a
year.

1 Legalchallenges: The confiscation is not limited to the proceeds of crime. It further extends
to any asset owned by an offender, in  cluding benami property. Such ¢ lauses are liable for

legal challenge, especiall yifthere are third partyi  nterests and doubts about real ownersh ip.
Way Forward:

1 To avoid failed attempts at sale the bill should provide for time limits for disposal and
encashment of property, separate limits for movable -immovable property and runnin g
business. Any property whi  ch would be subject to valuation loss over a period of time must
be disposed of quickly.

1 To further strengthen it, the bill should separately provide for dealing with  siphoning off of

funds, round -tripping, and employing any sch ~ eme or edifice to cause loss
1 India has presented a nine -point pro gramme to take action against fugitive economic
offenders at the ongoing G20 Summit in Argentina.

Q) Irrespective of its fate in the Upper Ho use, the pr oposed citizenship amendment
Bill has polarised the Northeast. Critically exami ne. (250 words)
Indianexpress

Why this question

SinceLokSabhahaspassedhe citizenshp amendmentBill, the Bill has causedssuesn North East
andignited a debate.Suchdebatehasto understoodn depth.

Key demand of the question

Thequestionexpecs usto discusshe detailsof the Bill, examinethe reasonswhy it is leadingto
issuesn North East,discus®therissuedn the Billandthereafterprovidethe way forward.

Directive word

Criticallyexamineg Whenyou are askedto examine you haveto probedeeper into the topic, get
into details,andfind out the causesor implicationsif any. WhenW O NJ is duffixedor piefixedto
adirective,all youneedto doislookat the goodandbad of somethingand givea fair judgement.

Structure of the answer

Introduction ¢ In your introduction, highlight that lok sabhahas recently pas®d the bill and
highlightthe issuest hascreatedin North East.
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Body

Explainabout the Bill ¢ The Bill pavesthe way to grant citizenshipto six religiousminorities 1
Hindus Jains SikhsParsisChristiansand Buddhists from Pakistan Afghanistanand Bangladesh
who cameto India before2014.

Discussvhy it isleadingto issuesn North east

1 therehasbeena strongresistancdo the Bill (especiallyn Assamasit would pavethe way
for givingcitizenshipmostlyto illegalHindumigrantsfrom Banghdesh,n Assamwhocame
after March1971,in violationof the AssamAccordof 1985.

9 Thereare an estimated 20 million illegal Bangladeshimigrantsin Assamand they have
inalienably altered the demographyof the state, besidesputting a severestrain on the
a il e®acesandecaomy.

1 Thepeopleof Assant whichhashistoricallyhad the highestmigration from what is now
Bangladesht seethe bill as an unconstitutional attempt to underminethe current NRC
processand grant Indiancitizenshipto a large numberof peoplewho would otherwisebe
ineligible.

Discusshe keyissuesn the Bill

1 makesillegal migrants eligible for citizenshipbasedon their religion and clearly violates
Article 14 of the Constitution.

1 Thebill clearlyviolatesthe AssamAccord.
1 Thebill haspotentiallyinterestingimplicationsfor asymmetridederalism.

Conclusion ¢ Givea fair and balancedview and discussvay forward.

Introduction:

The Cit izenship Amendment Bill 2016 seeks to allow illegal migrants from certain minor ity
communities in Afghanist an, Bangladesh and Pakistan eligible for Indian citizenship. In other
words, it amends the Citizenship Act of 1955. The Bill was recently passed int he LokSabha.
Nagaland, along with other north  -eastern States, has witnessed sev eral protests following the
passage of the Bill in the Lok Sabha.

Body:
The key features of the bi Il are:
1 Definition of lllegal migrants:
o The Citizenship Act, 1955 prohibits illegal migrants from acquiring Indian
citizenship.

o The Bill amends the act to provide that the f  ollowing minority groups will not be
treated as illegal migrants:  Hindus, Jains, Si khs, Parsis, Christians and
Buddhists fi from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh who came to India before

2014
T Citizenship by naturalis ation:
o Under Citizenship Act, 1955, o ne of the requirements for citizenship by
naturalisation is that the applicant must have resided in Indiafor 12  of the 15 years

preceding the date of application.
o It appeals for the minimum years of residency in India  to apply for citizenship to be
lessened from at least 11 to six years for such migrants.
f Cancellation of registration of OCI cardholder:
o The Bill pro vides that the registration of Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholders
may be cancelled if they violate  any law.
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The proposed legislati on has polarised the Northeast and triggered a process of social and political
realign ment. Most disquietingly, it threatens to expose the faultlines that had led to the rise of
sub-nationalist  politics in the regioninth e 1980s.The bill is leading to fol  lowing issues in North
east:

1 The Citizenship Amendment Bill has not been sitting well with the Assamese as
it contr adicts the Assam Accord of 1985 , Which clearly states that illegal migrants
heading in from Bangladesh afte  r March 25, 1971, would be deporte d.

 There are an estimated 20 million illegal Bangladeshi migrants in Assam and they ha ve

inalienably altered the de mography of the state, besides putting a severe strain on the
stat eds raadseoconomg.e s

1 Mizoram fears Buddhist Chakmas and Hindu Hajongs from Bangladesh may take
advantage of the Act.

1 Meghalaya and Nagaland are  apprehensiv e of migrants of Bengali stoc k.

1 Groups in Arunachal Pradesh fear the new rules may benefit Chakmas and Tibet ans.

1 Manipur wants the Inner -line Permit System to stop outsid ers from entering the state.

The other key issues in the bill are:

1 The bill seeks to facilitate granting of India  n citizenship for non -Muslim migrants from
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan . Thisclearly violates Arti  cle 14 of our constitution.

1 Articl e 14 guarantees equality to all persons, citizens and foreigners, differentiat ing
between people on the grounds of  religion would be in  violation of the constitution

1 The bill has potentially in  teresting implications for ~ asymmetric federalism.

1 Theproposed | aw Vvi ol atleng-standinhirefuges policy . Although India does not
have a codified refugee policy, the bas ic tenants of the scheme were listed by Jawaharlal
Nehru during the Tibetan ref  ugee crisis.

1 One of the prim ary conditions given then was that refugees would have to return to their
homeland once normalcy prevailed. The proposed law not only provides citize  nship rights
to such refugees, but greatly relaxes the procedure to avail of th em.

1 From reducing the regist ration fees to Rs 100 from Rs 3000 to delegating the authority from
the Union government to district magistrate for speedy processing of applications , the
proposed law serves citizenship to illegal immigrants on a platter.

1 The Bill provides wide discretion to the government to cancel OCI r  egistrations for both

major offences like murder, as well as minor offences i ke parking in a no -parking zone or
jumping a red light.

1 Notwithstanding the tampering of domestic law with religious markers, the proposed Bill,  if
passed, will put our internati onal relations in jeopardy . The BIll will stamp these

countries as institution s of religious oppression and worsen bilateral ties in an already
skewed regional socio -political atmosphere.
1 Thenewlawwillalsoactasapus h t o t he mov e me n enshipfpolityord ijusdos c i t
to the racially manifested jus sanguine principle , something which was actively avoided
by our constitution makers.

The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill also fails on the tenets of international ref ugee law . Although
India is not a signatory to the 1951 UN Refugee Convention , granting refuge based on
humanita rian considerations is arguably a nor m of customary international law. There are two
fallacies with the proposed law in this regard:

1 First, th e Bill terms minority religious pe ople as migrants , when they are not migrants
but refugees . The word migration refers to the voluntary movement of p eople, primarily for
better economic prospects. In contrast, refugee is an invo luntary act of forced
moveme nt . The concerns of refugees are h  uman rights and safety, not economic advantage.
The purpose and intention oft  he Bill, as stated by the home minist er, is to provide shelter
to vulnerable, religiously persecuted people whose fu ndamental human rights are a  t risk.
The correct terminology is important because the laws and policies for migrants and
refugees are entirel y different.

1 Second, shelter to indiv  iduals of a select religion defeats not only the intention but
also the rationa lity of refugee policy . If t he motive of the government is to protect
religiously persecuted people in the neighbourhood, the question of wh y they are ignoring
the Muslim commun ity is inevitable.
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Conclusion:

I There is no harm in accommodating religiously p ersecuted people in the coun try.
However, | ndi ads 0 | arw shoufd ber leoked at with suspicion, for it severely
undermines the otherwise secular socio -legal framework of 0 ur nation.

1 While religious persecution is a reasonable principle for differenti ation, it cannot be
articula ted in a manner that dilutes the r epublican and secular foundations of
citizenship in India, and goes aga inst constitutional morality.

Q) The success of Swachh Bharat mission lies in the  behavioural change it has
managed to bring, more than anything else. Criticall y analyze. (25 0 words)
Indianexpress

Why this question

Theatrticle discussethe impactof swachhBharatmissionin termsof numbersandthe behavioual
impactthat it hasmanagedto create. Aswe moveinto the fifth and final year of swachhBharat
misson, an asessmenbf the programmeandits successeis important.

Key demand of the question

Thequestionexpectsusto criticallyanalyzewhetherthe mostimportant succes®f swachhBharat
missionliesin the behaviouralchangethat it hasledto or other things. Thuswe haveto givethe
numbersin terms of toilets having been constructedunder SBMrural and urban, the number of
villageswhich haveattained ODFstatus,and the behaviouralchangethat it hasbroughtabout. In
the endyouropinionis required on what the missionhasachieved.

Directive word

Criticallyanalyze¢ When askedto analyze,you haveto examinemethodicallythe structure or
nature of the topicby separatingt into componenpartsandpresenthemasawholeinasummary.
WhenWNR (i AisBUiffixdda¥ gefixedto a directive,all youneedto doislook at the goodand bad
of somethingand give a fair judgement.

Structure  of the answer
Introduction ¢ Givea briefintroductionto the swachhbharat mission.
Body

Discusghe objecivesof swachh Bharatand what it has managedto achieveso far in terms of
numbersNo of toilets constructedno of villagesdeclaredODFetc

Discusshe achievementsinderthe scheme

1 SinceOctober2014, 91.5 million toilets have been constructedand 154.3 million rural
householdsavetoilets now. Goaand Odisha howeverstill lag behind.Baring thesetwo
states, IHHL(individualhouseholdatrine application) coveragein all statesis in excessof
95 per cent(Telangands marginallyless) By October2019,coveiage shouldbe universal.

1 simpleon-groundverificationof numbersuploadedon the MDWSwebsitein a few areas
found that many of the toilets claimedmay not actually exist on the ground. Thiswas
revealedvhenorganizationsvorkingin thoseareaswentto providethe communitiesvhere
suchtoiletswere built informationon postconstuctionusageandinsteadfound the toilets
missing.Thisraises questionson the efficacyof the{ . araitoringsystemsAlsoa lot of
moneyhasbeenspenton buildingof toiletswithout anindication,at leastuntil now, of toilet
usage.

Discusshe achievementswith respecto creatingawarenessvith regardsto sanitationandthe role
of swachhrahis

1 programme has achievedsuccessn area of raisng awarenessabout sanitation. Any

cleanlinesdnitiative will not achieveits objectivewithout LJS 2 L jfaicfpaition. To that

extent BBM surely deservesa credit. Other important initiatives include Bal Swatchata
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missionthat was launchedto inculcatecleanlinessvaluesand personalhygieneamongst
children.Thiswouldgo alongway in

Alsodiscusghe positive impactof the schemeon sectionsof societysuchasmanualscavengerstc

Conclusion ¢ Giveyourviewanddiscussvay forward.

Introduction:

Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) is p  erhaps the largest behaviour change campaign ever, aims to
make India a clean n ation. The mission will cove r all rural and urban areas. The W orld Health
Organization (WHO) believes that SBM could prevent about 300,000 deaths d ue to water borne
diseases ass uming we achieve 100 per cent coverage by October 2019.

Body:

r . . L] L]
Achieve ments of SBM so far: MlSSlOn ObJ ectives

1

e sz e € i

Five hu ndred and eighty four  Elimination of open defecation
districts, 5, 840 blocks,
244,687 gram panchayats and
541,433 Vvillages are open
defecation free (ODF).

As of September 2018, the
sanitation coverage of India is
upwards of 93 per cent and
over 465,000 villag es have
been declared ODF.

Towards the end of 2017, an
independ ent verification
agency (IVA) conducted
the National Annual Rural
Sanitation Survey (NARSS)
and found that 93.4 p er cent
people who had toilets, used
them regularly. NARSS also re - confirmed t he ODF status of 95.6 per ce nt of the villages
that had been ve rified ODF by the state governments.

@ Eradication of Manual Scavenging

“ Modern and Scientific Municipal Solid
Waste Management

¥ To effect behavioral changelregarding
healthy sanitation practices

“ Generate awareness about sanitation
and its linkage with public health

“ Capacity Augmentation for ULB's

“ To create an enabling environment for
private sector participation in Capex
(capital expenditure) and Opex
(operation and maintenance)

Since October 2014, 91.5 mill ion toilets have been constructed and 154.3 mill ion rural
households have toilets now.
IHHL (individual household latrine appli cation) coverage in all stat es is in excess of 95 per

cent, exc ept Goa and Odisha.
Over the last four years, a cadre of 500,000 s wachhagrahis has been created who have
triggered lakhs of villages to become ODF.

The foot -soldiers have helped in geo-tagging toilets, verifying household behaviour,
converting old toilets and retro -fitting them, engaging in other forms of cleanliness.
Bal Swatchata mission that was launched to inculca te cleanliness values and personal

hygiene amongst children. This would go a lo ng way in

However, some la cunaes are still present.

|l

|l

States li ke Odisha, Goa, Tripura,Telangana are still lacking in IHHL (indiv idual household
latrine application) coverage.

Simple on -ground verification of numbers uploaded on the MDWS website in a few a reas
found that many of the toilets claimed may not actually ex ist on the ground. This was
revealed when organizations working in those areas went to provide the communities whe re
such toilets were built information on post -construction usage and instead f  ound the toilets
missing. Th is raises questions on the efficacy of t he SBM&s monitoring
Treatment of Faecal Sludge, qual ity and maintenance of toilets built are very po or. Adoption
of twin -pit toilets in rural areas is still inadequate.

City drain s are still cleaned by manua | scavengers leading to violation o  f rule of law and
death of many scavengers.
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Way Forward:

il

Governm ental Initiatives of Swachhata Pakwada Campaigns should be promoted to raise
awareness of sanitation and hygiene. Adequate Budg etary Allocation should be g iven to
construct twin -pit toilet s at villages, public toilets etc.

 Teach them young: Children must b e taught the importance of Sanitation and hygien e.
Initiatives like Bal Swachhata Mission, Swachh Vidyalaya Abhiyan are pushing forward the
objective.

f Comp etition raising initiatives like Swachha Survekshan Abhiyan will help in boosting the
spirit of citie s and towns to improve the ODF status.

1 Inplaces of water scarcity, trains etc. use of bio -toilets can be promoted.

1 Technology like mini -jetting machines, robots to clean the clogged pits as done in
Hyderabad and Trivandrum should be emulated in other places to curb manual scavenging.

1 Swachhata Doots, N GOs and CSOs must be involved at the grassroots level to achieve 100%

ODF by Oc tober 2 nd, 20109.
Conclusion:

The success of the Swach h Bharat Mission is linked to the participation of the people. | t
depends on people changing their attitudes towards cleanliness, building and using toilets, and
maintaining personal hygiene amon g other things. Thismeansc r eating a O6behavi oul
an individual is critical to help break old habits and norms.

Case Study of Behavioural Changes

1 Patakpur village in Unnao, UttarPradesh:

1 A technique of behavioural change called = community led  total sanitation (CLTS) came in
handy. World Vision India, a  non-profit organisation, began working in the district to raise
awareness.

1 The technique helps shift the focus just  acquiring the sanitation hardware to creation of open -
defecation free villages . The onus of ensuring that all families have household toile ts rests
with the community. It integrates hygiene and heal t h, keeping the commun
sustained.

1 They use d rangoli (colored powder) to draw a map of our village to explain how the faec es
gets into our water sourc es, contaminating it. It took a w hile, but they were eventually
convinced thattheirhomesw oul dndét become i mpure with twould et s
make the village dirty and impure.

T I'ndoreds ORoko AndpQperkDefécatBrush To Sto

1 Under thi s unique initiative takeupbyln dor eds <civic body, 6di bba ga
to OmOko tokod those who defecat e mostly made up open.
schoolchildren, have taken to spreading the message by beati ng metal boxes loudly whenev er
they come across anyone defeca ting in the open.

1 The 6gang member sd c aof” 0 a anydnaerfpuadsdefecatingfor urinating
in the o pen. This initiative is successful since it involves members of the very community it is
seeking to change.

Q) While the Good Samaritan law Is a step in the right direction, at the same time
there needs to be more awareness around the s ubject. Discuss. (250 words)
Livemint

Why this question

The article delvesdeep into the need for a good Sanaritan law, the issuesinvolved in its
implementationandwhat needgo bedone.With Karnatakabecominghefirst stateto bringa good
Samaritanaw, the focusneedsto shiftin replicatingthisin other statesandiron out the flawsin the
law. Thetopicisimportant both for GS2and GS4.

Key demand of the question

Thequestionexpectaisto explainaboutgoodSamaritanaw, highlightwhysucha law isimportant,
bring out the detailsof the law and examinewhy despitesucha verdictby SCpeopleare still wary
of becominggood Samaritans.

Directive word
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Diswssc Thisis an all-encompassinglirective¢ youhaveto debateon paperby goingthroughthe
detailsof the issuesconcernedby examiningeachone of them. Youhaveto give reasonsfor both
for and againstarguments.

Structure of the answer

Introduction ¢ Explainwho are good Samaritansand why such a law is needed.Sizeable
proportion of these deaths could have beenavoidedif victims had receivedemergencymedical
treatmentontime. In fact, the LawCommissiorof Indiain a report, notedthat over50 per centof
road accidentdeaths can be averted with timely medical care within the first one hour. This
translatesto 70,000livesthat couldbe saved.

Body

Explainthat In 2016,in a landmarkjudgementin the caseof SaveLIFEoundationversusUnion of
India, the SupremeCourtinstituted a GoodSamaritanLawto insulatesuchpersongrom legaland
proceduralhasslesthat havetraditionally followed the act of helpingan injured person.Highlight
the legidation broughtabout by Karnatakagovernment.

Discussvhat the law entails.Explainthat despitethe law peopleare not willing to comeforward to
act as good Samaritans. Explainthat massivegap exists betweenthe law and its on-ground
implementation.

1 Thelaw explicitly instructs police and hospitalsto allow Good Samaritansto keeptheir
anonymity and minimize procedural hassle. However, over half (57%) of the medical
professionalsurveyedand almosttwo-thirds (64%)of the police officialsinterviewedstill
askfor the personaldetailsof the peoplebringing the injuredto hospitals.

1 The study also revealedthat most of the health professionalsand police personnel
interviewedhad not receivedany priming onimplementingthe GoodSamaitan Law.

1 Noneofthehospitalsandpolicestationssurveyedaddisplayeda charterof rightsfor Good
Samaritansasmandatedby the SupremeCourtjudgement.

Discussthe measurs neededto addressthis ¢ state governmentsmust actively translate the
judgement into state-specific Good Samaritan laws in order to establish implementation
mechanismsor the law, includingeffectivegrievanceedressabystemsandrewardandrecogniton
schemedor GoodSamaritans.

Conclusion 9 Giveyourviewanddiscussvay forward.

Introduct ion:

Good Samaritan (helpful bystander) is a person who offers assistance to the accident victim
without fear of any criminal or civil liability. The ob jective behind effecting Good Samaritan law is
to protect the bystanders from getting embroiled into police investigation or be subjected to

harassme nt due to the legal procedures involved if they decides to help accident victims or even
inform hospital an  d police.

Body:
The Need for Good Samaritan Law:
1 Asperfigure sfrom the ministry of road trans port and highways, the number of people killed
inroad crashes in India in 2017 was 147,913 or 405 deaths every day.
1 The 201 st Law Commission of Indiain arepor  t noted that over 50 per cent of road accident
deaths can be a verted with timely medical care w ithin the first one hour. This translates to
70,000 li ves that could be saved.

T India reports on an average 15 deaths per hour due to road accidents. In a report in 20086,
the Law Commission estimated that 50 per cent of acci dent victims would have survived
had they got medical attention within an hour. The maj or impediment for bystanders in
helping accident victims is harassment by police and other complex judicial processes.

In 2016, in a landmark judgement in the case of SavelLIFE Foundation versus Union of India ,
the Supreme Court instituted a Good Samaritan  Law to insulate such persons from legal and
procedural hassles that have traditionally followed the act of helping an injured person.
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Despite enactment of Good Samaritan law people are reluctant to help accident victims because -
1 Crowd discourages individua | to take any initiative or lone action. The pressure to behave
like everybody else greatly increases when someone stands in a mass. So it is natural for
people standing in a crowd to simply stare rathe  r than to do something.
 The fear of getting into legal entangles, police investigation and long drawn judicial

procedure still runs through the minds of bystande rs.

1 Most of the people are still unaware of such Good Samarita n guidelines given by Supreme
Court. Most of the states are yet to make laws in the sam e. For Example :84% of the people
recently surveyed by SavelLIFE Foundation across 11 cities in India were u naware of the

Good Samaritan Law.

1 Police are failing to create  confidence into the minds of peo  ple that they would receive the
good treatment for suc  h noble act of helping. During investigating sessions, the person who
is not the perpetrator of a crime but merely a helper of the victim is subjected to the same
routin e ruthlessness that the perpetrat  or might deserve.

1 Law keepers and public servants are unaware of the SC guidelines. The study also revealed

that most of the health professionals and police pers onnel interviewed had not received any
priming on implementing  the Good Samaritan Law.
1 Mobiles are playing a role of spoilers as there is increasing tendency of taking photos and

shooting the accident scene.
1 None of the hospitals and police stations survey ed had displayed a charter of rights for Good
Samaritans, as m andated by the Supreme Court judg  ement.

Evidently, a massive gap exists between the | aw and its on -ground implementation.
Way Forward:
f State governments must actively translate the judgement into state -specific Good

Samaritan laws.

1 Establish implementation mechanisms for the law.

{ Effective grievance redressal systems.

1 Reward and recognit ion schemes for Good Samaritans.

1 Provision for Good Samaritans as in the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill.

1 There is urgent need of reforming police behaviour an d methods of investigation towards
good Sam aritans. Police particularly working on ground level m ust be sensitized towards
citizenb6s concerns that deter them from offeri

f  Thumb rule to protectthos e who come forward to help accident victims from civ il or criminal
liability. It will be option  al for them to disclose their identity to the police o r medical
personnel.

Conclusion:
These are still early days in the history of the Good Samaritan la w. It will take a long time for

people to feel secur e under its provisions. The will of the so ciety to bring positive change would
save many prematur e deaths.

Note: Karnataka came wup with I ndiads first Good
Karn ataka government will extend financial assistance to good samaritans who help accident
victims , they will not have to make repeated attendances in co urts and police stations. Further, in
case of mandatory attendance at courts and police stations, a Good Sa maritan Fund will be created
which will take care of all expenses.

The new leg islation stipulates that after the victim has been admi tted to the hospital, the
good samaritan can leave immediately and all government as well as private hospit als are bound to

give first aid the accident victims

Q) For Ayushm an Bharat to succeed, the private sector will have to take greater
ownership. Critically analy ze. (250 words)
Indian express

Why this question

Thesuccessf Ayushmarbharatis criticalfor improvingthe healthcareoutcomesn the countryand
private sectorhasan importantrole to playin that. Thearticle discussesheseissuesand needsto
bediscussed.
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Key demand of the question

Thequestionexpectsusto critically analyzethe role of private sectorin the succes®f Ayushman
Bharatand bring out the prosand consof involvemenf private sectorto concludewvhetheror not
there shouldbe greaterinvolvementof private sector.

Directive word

Criticallyanalyze-Whenaskedto analyzeyou haveto examinemethodicallythe structureor nature
of the topicby sepratingit into componenfpartsand presenthemasa wholein a summary When
WO NMX issuliiketidr gredixedto a directive,all you needto do is look at the good and bad of
somethingand give a fair judgement.

Structure  of the answer
Introduction ¢ Explainabout AyushmarBharat.
Body

1 Explainthat Indiaranksas low as 145th among 195 countriesin healthcare quality and
accessibilitypehindeven Bangladestkand SriLanka.Thecountryspendsan abysmall.3per
centof its GDPon health,way lessthan the global averageof 6 per cent. Over70 per cent
of the total healthcare expenditureis accountedfor by the private sector. Giventhe
O 2 dzy @bl public healthcareinfrastructure, most patients are forcedto go to
private clinicsand hospitals.Health carebills are the singlebiggestcauseof debtin India,
with 39 million peoplebeingpushecdto poverty everyyear.

1 Highlight the constraints with increasing government finances for improvirg health
infrastructure

1 Discusshe capacityin whichprivate sectorcancontributetowardsthe successf Ayushman
Bharatandthe constraintsinvolvedtherein.

Conclusion ¢ Giveyourview on how necessaryrivate sectorparticipationis for the succes®f
AyuwshmanBharat.

Introduction:

Ayushman Bharat is a progression towards promotive, preventive, curative, palliative and
rehabilitative aspects of Universal Healthcare through access of Health and We llness Centers
(HWCs) at the primary level and provisi on of financial protection for accessing curative car e
at the secondary and tertiary levels through engagement with both public and private
sector (PMJAY).

PMJAY recently completed 100 days ofit s implementation. The scheme covers 1,350 medic al
con ditions ranging from caesarean section to coronary st enting and joint replacement. For each
procedure, package rates have been fixed for different levels of hos pitals.

Body:
The program certainly has a  good intent of giving the best of the medical s ervic es at lowest prices
to the economically weaker, depri  ved sections of the society. The program is fraught with many
challenges that can hinder its outcome . The p articipation of Private sector is vital because
1 Finance: At about 1.3% of the national inco me, Indi aublec healthcare
spending between 2008 and 20 15, has virtually remained stagnant. This is way less than
the global average of 6 per cent . Itis a hercul ean task to implementa scheme that could
potentially cost Rs 5 lakh per person and benefit 5337crore out of I ndiads
orroughy about 44% of the countryds popul ation.
1 Doctor -Density Ratio:  The WHO reports the doctor -density ratioin  India at 8 per 10,000

people as against one doctor for a population of 1,000. To achieve such access, merely
increasing the number of primary and secon dary healthcare centres is not enough.

f Poor healthcare ranking: India ranks as low as 145th among 195 count ries in healthcare
guali ty and accessibility, behind even Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.

1 Healthc are E xpenditure: Over 70 per cent of the total healthcare expenditure is

accounted for by the private sector.
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f Crumbling public health infrastructure: Giventhecount r yd8s cr umbl i altigcar@ ub |

infrastructure, most patients are forced to go to private clini cs and hospitals. India falls

woefully short of numbe r of hospital beds compared to WHO standards. Secondary -level

hospitals like district hospitals and medical colleges have poor infr astructure, especially the
former.

g = AYUSHMAN BHARAT -
PRADHAN MANTRI
B ABOUT PMJAY  Srowvmam

PMJAY

10.74 crore poor & vulnerable families entitled as per SECC.
No cap on family size or age

m States given flexibility to decide on mode of implementation

‘been identified

However, the state and the peo  ple are wary of private healthcare sector being a part of PM JAY due
to the following concerns:

1 High Out of Pocket Expenditure: Most consumers complain of rising costs. Hundred days
into the P MJAY, it remains to be seen if private hospitals provide knee rep lacement at Rs
80,000 (current charges Rs 3.5 lakh) bypass s urgery at Rs 1.7 lakh (against Rs 4 lakh).

1 Commercial motive: lack of transparency and unethical practices in the private sector.

1 Concentrated in Urban areas: Private hospital s dpreséntce irh Hev €
and Tier -3 cities and there isatrendt  owards super specialisation in Tier -1 cities.

1 Better infrastructure needed: Under the PMJAY, the private ho spitals have to get
registered and fulfil the minimum requirements. They are also expecte d to ex pand their
facilities and add hospital beds.

1 Lack of level playing field between the public and private hospitals : This has been a

major concern as public hospi  tals would continue rece iving budgetary support. This would
dissuade the private players  from ac tively participating in the scheme.

! Additionalincent ives to the private players: The setting up hospitals in the underserved
areas by private players can happe n when there are incenti  ves from the State. Lack of this
would maintain status quo of las  t mile medical care which is in shackles.

1 Populist measures  of the government: The idea of bringing the Above Poverty Line (APL)
population in the unorganised sector u nder ambit of scheme has  been a bone of contention.

A sizeable part would remain uninsure di mostl y lower -middle class and middle -class

households whos e income -earning members work in the unorganised sector. The high cost
of insurance as compared to PMJAY wo  uld deter this section f rom being insured.

Way Forward:
f The budgetary support being gra nted to public hospitals can be given as incentives to
priva te players in underserved areas.

f The National Health Authority set up as an independent authority should pr ovide for less
interfere nce from the government, thereby  encouraging private players to p articip ate.
1 A binding policy commitment is imperative so as to reduce policy uncertainty and enable

investments in hospital infrastructure by private players.
1 Focus on Public -Private Partnership to reap the maximum benefits to citizens.
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Conclusion:

PM-JAY seeksto accel erate I ndiabs pr ogr dsiwersd ldealth Caleragea c h i €
(UHC) and Sustainable Development Goal 0 3 (SDG3). While the contribution of the private sector

will be the key to its success, i tdmpletmbantitthaiwillimakand z ¢
or break the scheme.

Q) Discuss the provisions of right to disconnect B il and analyze its need ? (250
words )
Hindustantimes

Why this questio n

ThisprivatememberBill hasbeenintroducedwith a purposeof makingwork life balanceeasier.The
provisionsof the Billalongwith with otherissuesdn the Billneedsto be discussed

Key demand of the questio n

Thequestionexpectsusto bring out the key provisionsof the bill, discusghe provisionsof the Bill
and examinethe reasonswhy the Billis neededandissuesnvolvedtherein

Directive wor d
Discusg Hereyourdiscussiorshoud bring out the keyprovisionof the Bill.

Analyzeq Whenaskedto analyze you haveto examne methodicallythe structureor nature of the
topic by separatingit into componentparts and presentthemasawholein a summary

Structure  of the answe r

Int roduction ¢ Mention that the Bill is a private memberBill aiming to improvethe work life
balarce

Body
Discusshe provisionsof the Bill

f  Aim: TheRightto DisconnecBill aimsat & NB R d#@4ssind easetensionbetweenan
S Y LX 2 peSdhdbadprofessionalife.¢

1 TheBillgivesemployeesheright to notrespondo callsor anykindof communcationsfrom
the employersafter office hours.

1 Bill requiresthe setting up of an EmployeéNelfare Authority, which will publishreports
related to the impact employeeshave from prolongeduse of digital tools beyondoffice
hoursetc

Highlightthe needand significanceof the bill
1 Worklife imbalan@ leadsto stressanxietyand manymental healthissuesetc

1 traditional servicesectorhasto often dealwith unreasonablework hours,workingovertime
without extracompensationor carryingtheir work home.

1 Riht to DisconnecBill 2018,if passedwill help peagple strikework-life balanceandleada
better life.

1 Giveexampleof other countrieswho havealreadyadopted suchlaws

Conclusion ¢ giveyourviewon the utility of the Billand discussvay forward.

Introduction

The Right to disconnect bill is aPrivate Me mbwhrcldlsas E@enlirtroduced in
Parliament. It aims to confer the right on every emplo yee to disconnect from work related telephone
calls and emails beyond work hours and on h olidays andrightto refuse to answer calls and emails
outsi de work hours. Such laws are present in France, Germany etc. and many MNCs have it as a
policy .
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Body :

Art icle 42 of our constitution provides fo  r just and humane work conditions under the DPSP.
The bil | strives to strike a balance between work and person al life in line with the above article.
The provisions of the Billar e

il

il

The Right to Disconnect Bill aims at 0Oreducing stress and wease
empl oyeeds personal a&dnd professional i fe.
The Right to Discon nect is a proposed human right where a p erson will have a right to

disconnect from his/her work or one can say no to engagement in work related
communications i.e. emails, calls, and messages during non -working hours

In case an employe e refus estoreply a ny call during out -of-work hours, suche mployee shall
not be subject to any disciplinary action by the employer

Bill requires the setting up of an Employee Welfare Authority , which will publish reports
related to the impact employees h  ave fro m prolonged u se of digital tools beyond office hours
Empl oyers under the ORight to Di su-ofprwork bourg$ vith |
employee .

It also s eeks to provide employees with  counselling for work  -life balance , digital detox
centres for d&aonabke perso nal use of digital and communication too | sé

Rationale for the bill

il

il

Anxiety Disorder: The first ever nationwide survey on mental health covering 28 states in
2015 - 2016 gives us a better idea about the prevalence of anxiety disorders in Ind ia. The
surve y indicates that the total prevalence of anxiety disorders in India amount to 3.1

percent of the population
Overworked: A UBS report sesdedi77 ditidBasund thesworld on a number of

parameters including average annual worki ng hour s 6Mumbai leads the list of cities across
the world with people working an average of 3,314 hours a year

Weakening Social relations: Relations can be built on Iy through communication and
spending time with people around you. And when one is not ab le to g ive much need ed time
to family and close ones, the re  lationship starts weakening

Lack in Performance: People can only perform best when there is a proper balan ce between
work and private life. Until and unless there is high work pressure they are n ot capa ble of
perfor ming to their best capability

Increasin g lifestyle disorders: NFHS -4 revealed the trend of lifestyle diseases like

hypertension, diabetes and coro nary diseases due to sedentary lifestyle. An overworked
person is definitely prone to suc  h disea ses. Itin -turn has a cost on the country

Emp | oy evepd@ver employees: Corporat e culture in India is famously dismissive of
empl oyees® per s once, bftert making a drtueloutofihes fact

Challenges remain

il

|l

f
il

These expectations mightb euntm el v aa& prtidwat e me pabdenodushbilii hak
turned into an Act since 1970

This is a labour law issue and industrial lobbies might oppose as the | abour cost becomes
expensive for them

This can in turn lead to contractualization of lab our.

Fu rther, the bill concentrates mostly on th e organized sector. The lack of inclusivity still

puts about 85% of workforce at the mercy of the employers

Way forwar d:

1

1 The governments at the union and state level needs to recognize the issue and work on it
as labour is a concurrent subject

1 Strengthen ing of the | abour unions and codification of the labour laws

! Taking cue from the global examples like France. Companie s in Germany, even without
formal laws, have been implementing this idea

1 Importance to p rivate me mber 6 s bill mu s t be 0 dulg rele @esl t h
representative of the people

Conclusion
9 The bill has the right intent to strike a balance between an empl oyeeds persc

professional life. However, there is a need in the attitudinal a nd beha vioural changes of the
employers and empl oyees. To re ap the demographic dividend, India needs a composed,
healthy, active workforce which the bill aims at
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Q) There is a need for National Clean Air Programme to cre ate room for tighter action
and better fiscal strategy . Examine . (250 words )
Downtoearth

Why this questio n

The NCAPis a much neededpolicy documentthat has been recently releasedby the central
government. In this cortext it is important to understard the programme and discussits
shortcomings

Directive wor d

Examine herewe haveto probedeeperinto the topic, getinto details, and find out the causesor
implicationsif any.

Key demand of the question

Thequestiacn wantsusto dig deepinto the recentlyreleasedNCA? and bring out the reasonsasto
why the programmeneedsto createroom for strongeraction

Structure of the answe r

Introduction ¢ write a few introductorylinesaboutthe NCAPE.glt proposesa framework to
achievea nationatleveltarget of 20-30 per centreductionof PM2.5and PM10concentation by
between2017and 2024

Body -
Discussomeof the important and salientprovisionsof the programme.Eg
 Itisexpectedo betheonlyd O 2 2 LiSahdpaitisigatoryA YA G A G A @S¢

91 Thiswill not be notified under the Environmen®ProtectionAct or any other Actto createa firm
mandatewith a stronglegalbackup for citiesand regionsto implementNCARN a time bound
mannerfor effectivereduction

9 Gentral Pollution ControlBoard(CPCBWYill executethis nation-wide programmein consonance
with the section162 (b) of the Air (Preventiorand Controlof Pollution)Ad, 1986etc.

Discussvhythe programmeneedsto createroomfor strongeractionand better fiscd strategy.Eg

It hasnottakenonboardthe W LJ2ef LEJ-dB&Sedtaxation mechanisnto mobiliseresourcegor
dedicated funding of pollution control action and also to discouragepolluting products,
processesind activities

1 Already,followingthe NGTorder, 102 citieshavestartedto preparetheir first baselineaction
plansbasedon whateverdata and expertisethey haveaccesdo within a shorttime frame.

1 Thswill haveto be taken forward underthe NCAPand what will matter most are the right
governirg principles, and detailed qualitative and quantitative indicators for strategy
developmentnd targetedreductionin eachsectorat localandregionalscale

Conclusion ¢ basedon yourdiscussionform a fair and a balancedconclusioron the givenissue

Introduction
The government has formulated National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) as a medium term
national level strategy to tackle the increasing air p ollution problem across the country in a

comprehensive manner. This is the first ever ef fort in the country to frame a national framework
for air qua lity management with atime  -bound reduction target

Body :

The overall objective is to augment and evolve effective ambient air quality monitoring
network across the country besides ensuring co mprehensi ve management p lan for
prevention, control and abatem ent of air pollution . The NCAP focuses on collaborative and
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participatory approach covering all sources of pollution and coordination between relevant
Central Ministries, State Governments, loca | bodies and other stake holders .

The salient provisions of t  he programme are
1 Achieve a national -leveltargetof20 -30% reduction of PM2.5 and PM10 concentration
by be tween 2017 and 2024

1 Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) will execute this nation -wide progra mme in
consonan ce with the section 162 (b) of  the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1986 .

f  The programme has been launched with an initial budget of 300 crore for the first two
years .

1 The planincludes 102 non -attainment cities, acros s 23 stat es and Union te rritories

which were identified by Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) on the basis of their
ambient air quality data between 2011 and 2015

1 Non-attainment cities are those which have been consistently showing poorer air quality than
the National Ambie nt Air Quality Standards. These include Delhi, Varanasi, Bhopal, Kolkata,
Noida, Muzaffarpur, and Mumbai

1 As part of the programme, the Centre al so plans to scale up the air quality monitoring
network across India . At least 4,000 mo nitors ar e needed across the country, instead of
the existing 101 real -time air quality (AQ) monitors, according to an analysis

 The plan proposes a three -tier system , including real -time physical data collection,
data archiving, and an action trigger syst em in all 102 cities , besides extensive
plantation plans, research on clean -technologies, landscaping of major arterial roads, and
stringent industrial standards

1 It al so proposes stat e-level plans of e -mobility in the two -wheeler sector, rapid
augmentatio n of char ging infrastructure, stringent implementation of BS -VI norms,
boosting public transportation system, and adoption of third -party audits for
polluting industrie S.

1 Various committees: The national plan has proposed setting up an apex committee under
environm ent minister, a steering committee under -secretary (environment) and a
monitoring committee under a joint secretary. There would be project monitoring
committe es at the state -level with scientists and trained personnel

Shortcomings of the NCAP : The prog ramme needs to create room for stronger action and better
fiscal strategy due to the following reasons :
1 The government has stressed that NCAP as a scheme is not a legally binding document
with any specified penal action against erring cities .tisonyadcooperative
participatory. initiativeo
1 NCAP will not be notified under the Environment Protection Act or any other Act to

create a firm mandate with astro  ng legal back up for cities and regions to implement NCAP
in a time bound manner for eff  ective r eduction .
1 The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) has not drawn upon
the precedence of the notifica tion of Graded Response Action Plan or the notice
issued to comply with the Comprehensive Action Plan under the Environment
Protecti on Act in Delhi and the National Capital Region (NCR)
9 Del hids very severe pollution | evieitssiowaanada 30% ur t
reduction by 20 24 would still leave it very dangerous for health
1 With the absence of arobust fiscala  nd fundi ng strategy. Only a pittance of Rs 300 crore is
being earmarked for NCAP. Clearly, NCAP cannot be sustainable nor can it gai n strength or
make a difference ona longer -term basis if it does not have a clear fiscal strategy
1 NCAP has not provided fo rinnova tive financing mechanism at central and state/city level.
I't has not taken on board t he 6 p ddmitounbbdiserepoarge8 b as
for dedica ted funding of pollution control actio n
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CLEARING THE AIR

AIM OF NATIONAL CLEAN AIR PROGRAMME
To meet prescribed annual average ambient air quality standards at all locations in the country

- How it will work -

\ o/
NS

w

G . ANEW INSTITUTIONAL Monitoring committee under joint secretary ~
~_FRAMEWORK FINALISED 2 : )
TR National project  State-level
‘(‘, . Apex committee implementation  project
" under environment Unit at CPCB monitoring units
minister  (5-6 scientific (3-4 scientific
personnel) personnel)

“i%> Steering committee
under secy
(environment)

|
. A
. -

| CPCBTO STEER

identificati f management be set up to
= l}aentitication OT ¥ p1an would be  manage 3-tier
= alternative tech
| = : 'l proposed for  system for
\ ualf?tr ammob tgffi?:r 1(Xtﬁities data collection,
AL quUAlKLY & gl archiving &

50

stations in rural
areas to monitor

National project monitoring unit in
environment min (25 scientific personnel)

Air quality

Guidelines to

be worked out

for indoor air
pollution

Authority to

analytics

EXTENSIVE
PLANTATION
DRIVE

Air Information Centre to be set
up for data analysis, interpretation
& policy updates

air quality

Source apportionment
studies (to identify
sources of pollution &
contribution) to be
commissioned in

to be monitored

across the Increase in

manual
monitoring
stations

Way Forward :

. The MoEF&CC, as a nodal central
all NCAP indicators are integrated with multi
align with the air qual ity target and objectives

- NCAP should not become only a top -down prescriptive approa
federal structure, NCAP, while ensuring compliance, will also have to create enough room
for tighter actiontha  tcan be even stronger than the comm
as defined by NCAP .

{ State governments and city authorit
extra steps to meet local targets

1 City -wise air quality targets will clearly show w here much deeper cuts will be needed
hotspot and stronger regional action

1 NCAP should take precedence from emerging

-sector and inter -ministerial p

practices i n the country

and apex ag ency, will have to flex its authority to ensure
rogrammes to

ch. In fact , within the
on minimum national programme

ies should be encouraged and enabled to take those

for

fi pollution cess in

Delhi on truck entry, big diesel cars, and diesel fuel sales and the coal cess i to
generate d edicated funds to finance clean air action plan .
f The funds should be managed through unified window for the purpose of ad missible

po llution control activities identified in the action pla n
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Conclusion
NCAP has certainly helped kick start the much -awaited g ood practice of setting air pollutio n
reduction targets. The biggest advantage of such targets is that it helps decide t he level of

stringency of local and regional action needed for the plans to be effective enough to meet the
reduction targets

Q) What is the Global housing tech challenge? Examine how will it benefit Pradhan

Mantri Awas Yojana  ? (250 words )
The hindubusinessline

Why this questio n

In orderto resolvethe housingproblemin the country,the governmentaunchedthe PMAYscheme
under which the achevementshave not kept pacewith the aims. As a result, this technological
innovationproject hasbeeninitiated to improvethe attainment of objectivesunder PMAYwhich
needsto bediscussed

Key demand of the questio n

The questionexpectsus to first explain about the challenge.Highlight why sucha challengeis
necessaryby talking about the needof it under PMAY Finally,we needto give our view on the
importanceof this challengeaswell asthe way forward.

Directive wor d

Examine; Whenyouare askal to examine youhaveto probedeeperinto the topic, getinto details,
andfind out the causesor implicationsif any .

Structure  of the answe r

Introduction ¢ Highlight the problem of housing shortage in the country and the need to
accelerateconstructon of houseswith suitablestatistics

Body

1 Explainaboutthe challengeg Centreto offer about ™M grmoreasa technologyinnovation
grant to build 6,000homest cheaper faster and better 1 usingalternativetechnologies
and materials under the Global Housing TechnologyChallenge(which was launcred
recently). Ministry of Housingand Urban Affairs to invite bids and identify proven
demonstrable technologies from around the world which are to be adapted and
mainstreamed for use in the Indian context
Apartfrom stateand Centralassistancef M kkheach the Centrewill offer anadditional
technologyinnovationgrantof H fakhfor eachhouse

f Highlightthat The PMAY(U), was launchedby prime ministerin Wdzy" SiQisigiméd at
ensuringHousingfor all by 2022 by providing financial assistanceto the beneficiaries.
Around68.5lakh houseshavebeenapprovedsofar for constructionunderthe PMAY(U).

1 Highlightthat paceof constructionunderthe urbansectionof PradhanMantri AwasY ojana
or Housng for All is too slow. It has completedjust over 10%0f its target asthe scheme
reachests halfwaypoint.

1 Explainhowthe challengenvould helpin achievementf aimsunderPMAY.

Conclusion 8 giveyourviewanddiscusghe way forward.

Introduction

The conventional system of housin g constr uction is time consuming  as well as resource
intensive. The estimate of housing shortage in urban areas has been revised do wnwards to about
10 million units (MoHUA, 2017). This is substantiated with the high precedence of slums, urban
sprawl and sp ringing up of unplanned real estate.
To make the construction o  f houses cost -effective and innovative , MOHUA has launched the

Glob al Housing Technology Challenge (GHTC)
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Body :
Global Housing Tech Challeng e:
! The aim of the initiative fi under the Pradhan Mantri Aw as Yojana Urban (PMAY -U) f is
to fast -track the constru ction of affordable housing and meet the target of
constructing 1.2 crore houses by 2022

1 Centre to offer about 150 crore as a technology inno  vation grant to build 6,000 homes i
cheaper, fast er and be tter i using alternative technologies and materials under the GHTC

1 MOHUA will invite bids and identify proven demonstrable technologies from aro und the
world which are to be adapted and mainstreame d for use in the Indian context

1 Apartfromstate and Cent ral assistance of 1.5 lakh each, the Centre will offer an additional
technology innovation grant of 2.5 lakh for each house

f  The challenge will also focus on identifying and mainstreaming proven d emonstrable
technologies for lighthouse projects and spotting potential futu re technologies for

incubation and acceleration support through ASHA (Affordable Sustainable Housing
Accelerators) A India .

f A grand expo -cum -conference on GHTC will be organised in March 2019, which will be a
unique platform not  only for the stakeholders b  ut also for the States/Union Territories and
technical institutions

PMAY and its limitations

T The Gov e rsnkradimb 6  Home solution 6 winners will « The Centre will
Mant ri Awas Yojana -Urban ; design and build give an additional
(PMAY-U) Mission to provide The Global Housing projects of 1,000 | technology grant
alweather opucca lechnologyChallenge housing unitseach | of 2.5 lakh for
eligible beneficiaries by the is aimed at introducing  [1po e o eachhouse
year 2022 . best technologies the Centre each * Incubation

1 Against the validated demand to construct houses will provide facilities will
of about one crore housing quickly and at assistance of be provided to
units to be constructed by the a lower cost_/ %1.5 lakh develop building
year 2022, the Ministry of ‘ te'chnologies
Housing and Urban Affa irs with support

from four IITs

has so far sanctioned around

70 lakh hOUSES, out of « The approved
which around 37 lakh have technologies will
been grounded and ar ound be displayed by

15 lakh completed and ‘ - ~ Central Public Works

allotted to beneficiaries . _ Department along with
 The pace of construction the rates

under the urban section of
PMAY is too slow. It has completed just over 10%  of its target as the scheme reaches
its halfway poin  t.
Potential of GHTC
1 Cost Effectiveness:  The PPP mode involving private playe rs will help reduce the costs

involved. Incubation facilities provided by IITs will help in cost -efficient tech niques. Use of
technology in construction will help save working ca pital .
1 Speedy Construction: The technological adv ancement will enable the gove rnment to

achieve the target by increasing the pace of construction from current target of 3 years to 3
to4 mo nth s

1 Innovativ e Construction techniques : The use of alternative, in  novative and fast -track
technologies aims at: -a) conservation of natural resou rces; b) bringing speed in
construction; c) utilization of industrial and construction demolition waste; d) red uction in
air and noise pollution; e) optimum use of water; f) incr eased labour productivity; g) cost
reduction; h) safe and disaster resilienth  ouses; and i) all weather site execution It seeks to
demonstrate and deliver ready to live  -in houses in a short er time, with lower cost and
quality construction in a sustainable manner .

1 Environment -friendly: Typically conventio nal construction systems (suc h as the use of
brick and mortar) are slow paced, energy intensive, dependent on natural resources and
have lar ge carbon foot print. GHTC seeks to promote future technologies whic h are
sustainable and eco -friendly .
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1 Achieve targe ts: This transition will cont ribute towards achieving the

w

Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) as laid out by the United Nations (UN), the New Urban

Agend a and the Paris Climate Accord to which India is a si gnatory and other such
international commitments
! Sustainable Cities: Urbaniza tion is on a spree in India. By 2030, 40% of India will be
urbanized. The GHTC challenge can help in sustainable cities and a chieve our SDG -11
targets .
Conclusion

1 GHTC- India in tends to get best globally available innovative c onstruction

technologies

thro ugh a challenge process. The  promotion of future technologies, to foster an environment

of research and developmentintheco untry i s i mperative
Extra Information
Shanghai has adopted four ap  proaches to affordable housin g for different types of resi

to sol.wve

dents N low

rent housing, a public rental housing system, houses on shared ownership, and houses for people
relocated from old dilapidated buildings

Indonesia pursues a National Housing Policy that involves cross subsidies tha t actively encourage
private firms to build a set number of low cost houses for every luxury home they build

Q) Making Universal Basic Income Scheme w ork requires huge funding as well as
certain other me  asures to raise revenue and reduce expenditure. A nalyze. (250

words )
Indianexpress

Why this question

Thecentralgovernmentas well asthe state of Sikkimhasrecentlymootedthe ideaof UBISwhich
will require huge amountsof funds. In this contextit is important to discusshow the financial

resaircescanberaisedto fundthe scheme
Directive wor d

Analyzeherewe haveto examinemethodicallythe structureor nature of the topic by sepa
into componentparts,and presentthem asa wholein a summary

Key demand of the question

ratingit

Thequestonwantsusto dig deepinto the issueandbring out how financialresourcesanberaised

for UBISand how other expenditurecanbereducedo fund the scheme

Structure of the answe r

Introduction ¢ write afewintroductorylinesaboutthe UBISe.gmertion whatuniversaimeans;

what basicmeansand what the schemeentails
Body -

SinceUBISsto begivento the richandthe middleclassesaswell, it canbe expensive

Thereis needfor fundingit from reducingsomeof the subsidieghat are at presentenjoyedmainly

by the better-off,

alsotaking a bit from the varioustax concessionmostlyto businesgcalledd NBE @ Fy2 ddFain2 y S ¢

the CentralBudget),and

taxing the currentlyexemptwealth, inheritance and long-term capital gains,and collectingmore

taxesfrom the currentlyunderassessednd undertaxedpropertyvalues

If, to start with, it isgivenonlyto women,A h@hiethe cog

packaginga significantUBISwith a simultaneousncreasen the taxeson the rich will helpmacro
economicstability, apartfrom assuaginghe poorwhowill facesomeof thepricerisein commodities
or serviceswhen subsidiesare withdrawn (for example the priceof ureawill risefor all farmers,if
the fertiliser subsidyis curtailed, even though most of the subsdy goesto large farmers and
factories).
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Introduct ion :

Universal basic income is a form of social security in which  all ¢ itizens or residents of a
country regularly receive an  unconditional sum of money , either from a government or some
other pu blic institution, in addition to any income received from elsewhere. The paymentis enough
to cover th e cost of living. The goal is  to provide financial security

The state of Sikkim recently announced that UBI will be implemented in state by 2022

Body :

It characte rises the basic income in five divisions i Periodic (being paid at
regular intervals, no t lump sum), cash payment (not in kind or vouchers, leaving it on the
recipient to spend it as they like), individual  (not t o households or families), universal (for al ),
and unconditional  (irrespective of income or prospects  of job).

The pros of UBIlincl ude:

1 Fights Poverty and vulnerability : Poverty and vulnerability will be reduced in one fell
swoop. It increases equality am  ong citizens as envisaged in our DPSP

1 Choice: A UBI treats beneficiaries as agents and entrusts citiz ens with the responsibility of
using welfare spending as they see b  est; this may not be the case with in -kind transfers.

Nobel laureate Amartya Sen had al so propounded that choice should be given to people,
which will lead to development
1 Better targeting of poor : As all individuals ar e targeted, exclusion error  (poor bei ng left
out) is zero though inclusion error (rich gaining access to the scheme) is 60 p ercent .
o Example: The India Human Development Survey f  ound that in 2011 -12 about half
of the officially poor did not have the BPL car d, while about one -third of the non -poor

had it .

1 Fighting technological unemployment: With IR4.0 on the rise, there is an in crease in the
automation leading to loss of many whit e and blue collared jobs. UBI can act as a sort 0 f
security net for the million s of people who will be left jobless by the tech revolution

1 Supporting unpaid care workers: Those with ill or differently a  bled relatives are often

forced to quit their jobs an  d look after them full -time. UBI would allow care -workers to
support themselves , encouraging care work and taking pr essure off public services that
provide care to the sick and elderly

However, to imp lement an unconditional, universal cash transfer requ ires a lot of funding. The
possible measures to raise the revenue for UBI are:

! Tax concessions: taking a bit from the various tax concessions mostly to business (called
Orevenues foregoaBudgett n t he Centr

1 Tap the untapped resources: taxing the cu rrently exempt wealth, inheritance, and long -
term capital gains, and collecting  more taxes from the currently under -assessed and under -
taxed property values. Taxing the Polluting activities is another op tion .

1 Progressive taxation: Packaging a significant U BIS with a simultaneous increase in the
taxes on the rich will help macro  -economic stability, apart from assuaging the poor who will
face some of the price rise in commodities or services, when subsidies are
withdrawn. Example : The price of ur ea will rise for all farmers, if the fertiliser subsidy is
cur tailed, even though most of th e subsidy goes to large farmers and factories

71 Disinvestments: A part of the disinvestments of the PSUs can be used to raise revenue for
the UBI .
1 Corporate Social R  esponsibility : The funds from the CSR initiative of the corpor ate can

be channelled for UBI  implementation
Measures to curb the expenditure

1 Policy improvements: By reducing the populist measures like Farm loan waiv ers, free
unlimited electricity etc. The money spent on such schemes can rather be channelled to a
meaningful initiative. Austerity measures on administrative expenditures

1 Incremental implementation: To start off with it can bhalvegi v
the cost of implementation

1 Reduce Subsidies fo rtherich: Asthe Economic Survey 2016 had point ed out, there is
need for redu cing some of the subsidies that are at present enjoyed mainly by the better -
off. Example : Aviation Turbine Fuel Subsidy, Gol d Subsidy etc. Such subsidies can be
deviated to UBI funding .
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7 Digitization:  Use of Jandhan -Aadhar -Mobile (JAM) trinity for the Direc  t benefit transfer,
Use of SECC for better targeting and addressing the leakages due to corruption should be

looked into .

Conclusion

UBIS is a policy iss ue that requi res our serious attention and deliberation. UBI h olds a lot of
potential as a w elfare scheme, however in its present form needs to be re -evaluated. UBI should
not be aimed at replacing the existing welfa re schemes but stick to its core ideas o f providing b asic
income to citizens without a means test and work requirement
Q) Analyze the provisions of the anti lynching law o f Manipur and how it helps in
controlling hate crimes ? (250 words )
The hindu

Why this questio n

Thearticle discussethe provisionsof the anti lynchinglaw broughtby Manipurand how it setsan
examplefor the restof the country.Inlight of the recentincidentsof lynching the articleemphasizes
onthe needof sucha law and how it would helpin bringingsuchcriminalsto book

Key dema nd of the questio n

Thequegion expectsus to establishthe needof sucha law, discusshe key provisionsof it and
thereafteranalyzehowthis law would helpin bringingthe perpetratorsof suchhate crimesto book
andthe issuegnvolvedtherein

Direct ive wor d

Analyzec Whenaskedto analyze you haveto examinemethodicallythe structureor nature of the
topic by separatingit into componentparts and presentthemasawholein a summary

Structure  of the answe r
Introduction ¢ Highlightthe recentinddentsof lynchingwhichnecessitatesucha law.
Body

Discussabout the dangerscausedby lynchingto L y' R plurafisiisocialfabric and how suchhate
crimesneedto be curbed

Discusshe directionsof supremecourt with respectto anti lynchinglaws ¢ court felt compellecto
act in the shadowof four yearsof surginghate violencetargeting religiousand casteminorities. It
alsourged Parliamentto consder passinga law to combat mob hate crime.TheUnionand most
State governmentshave done little to comply with the directionsof L y R Righ€sécourt. But
Manipurbecamethe first to passa remarkablelaw againstlynching

Examinan detail the provisis of the law andthe issuesinvolvedtherein

f TheManipur law closelyfollowsthe Supreméd 2 dzNsSigtions,creatinga nodalofficer
to controlsuchcrimesin everyState,specialcourtsand enhancedunishments

1 definitionof lynchingis comprehensie, coveringmanyformsof hate crimes.Theseared | Y €
act or series of acts of violence or aiding, abetting such act/acts thereof whether
spontaneou®r planned by a mobonthe groundsof religion,race,caste,sex,placeof birth,
language,dietary pradices, sexualorientation, political affiliation, ethnicity or any other
relatedgrounds

1 Howevert doesnot coverindividualhate crimes

9 first in the countrydealingwith the protectionand rights of vulnerablepopulationswhich
createsa new crime of dereliction of duty of publicofficials. It laysdownthat & | ydlice
officer directlyin chargeof maintaining law and orderin an area, omits to exercisdawful
authority vestedin them under the law, without reasonablecause,and thereby fails to
preventlynchingshall be guilty of derelictionof duté &nd will be liable & Gp2nishmentof
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imprisonmentof oneyear,whichmay extendto three years,and with fine that may extend
to fifty thousandNXzLISEkx & ¢ ®

Discusshe impactof sucha law and what more needsto be doneby the other states

Conclusion ¢ Giveyourviewanddiscusghe way forward.

Introduct ion :

The country is witnessing a series of incidents of lynching and targeted mob v
iolence against vulnerable groups. The ¢ auses behind and the threats it impose calls f or brin ging
in an anti -lynching law. Manipur became the first to pass a remarkable  law against lynching, late
last year .

Body :

Supreme court ruling: Supreme Court A anguished by what it described as 6horrictt ofc a
mo b o c r dicigsded a slew of direction stothe Uni on and State government
O6plurali st drarcnoh Violefica. Bhe icaurd felt compelled to act in the shadow of four

years of surging hate violence targeting religious and caste minorities . It also urged

Parliament to conside r passing a law to combat mob hate crime
Extrai nformation: Supreme Cour t 6 s -pdintdirections with respect to anti lynching laws

Preventive :

1 The state governments shall designate a senior police offi cer in each district for taking
measures to pr eventincidents of mob violence and lynching

1 The state governments shall immed iately identify districts, sub  -divisions and villages where
instances of lynching and maob violence have been reported in the recent past.

1 The nodal officers shall bring to the notice o  f the DGP any inter -district co -ordinat ion issues
for devising a strateg y to tackle lynching and mob violence related issues

71 It shall be the duty of every police officer to cause a mob to disperse, whic h, in his opinion,
has a tendency to cause violence i n the disguise of vigilantism or otherw ise.

1 Central and the state govern ments should broadcast on radio and television and other
media platforms including the official websites that lynching and mob viole nce shall invite
serious consequence .

1 Curb and stop d issemination of irresponsible and explo sive messa ges, videos and other
material on various social media platforms. Register FIR under relevant provisions of law
against persons who disseminate such messa  ges.

Remedial
1 Ensure that there is no further harass ment of the family members of the victi ms.
1 State governments shall prep are a lynching/mob violence victim compensation scheme
1 Cases of lynching and mob violence shall be specifically tried by designated court/fast track
courts earmarked for that purposei  neach district. The trial shall prefer ably be co ncluded

within six mon  ths .
1 To set a stern example in cases of mob violence and lynching, the trial court must
ordinarily award maximum sentence upon convi ction of the accused person
Punitive
1 |Ifitis found that a police officer or an officer of the distr  ict administration has failed to fulffil
his duty, it will be considered as an act of deliberate negligence

Provisions of Midymhinglaw 6:s Ant i

' Com prehensive Definition of Lynching: Definition of lync hing is comprehensive
covering many forms of hat e crimes. Includes an y act or series of acts of violence or aiding,
abetting such act/acts thereof, whether spontaneous or planned, by a mob on the ground S

of religion, race, caste, sex, place  of birth, lang uage, dietary practices, sexual orientation,
poli tical affiliation, et  hnicity or any other related grounds

1 In tandem with SC directions: The Maniopur | aw closely follow
prescription s, creating a nodal officer to control s uch crimes in  every State, special
courts and enhanced punishme nts .
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1 Accountability o f Public officials: First in the country dealing with the protection and

rights of vulnerable populations which creates a new crime o f dereliction of duty of public
officia Is. This crea tes a sense of responsibility and public official sactonthebasiso for ul e
of Il.awbd
1 Protection of Victims and witnesses: Increases confidence of the public and bystanders
to provide evidence in courts
1 Better Rehabilitation and Compensation . Relief camps for the displaced, compensation

for death of the victims .
1 However it does not cover individual hate crimes
Impacts of the law

1 Helps control the mobocracy and safeguard the social fabric of India .

1 The law acts as a deterrent against mob crimes andassure s t he prevalence
Lawbo

1 Protects and s afeguards the minorit ies and vulnerable

1 Prevents a hostile environment against people of the community, who have been lynched

1 Protection of victims and witnesses against any kind of intimidation, coercion,

inducement, violenc e
Way forward

T The ter mrdhreetsed s hheaddal asaalp®wsion in the comprehensive definition
of the o0lynchingo

f Ot hers st at es dshauld llov sinand legislate a law for ant i-lynching as per
SC directives .

1 Rehabi litation should be done at the ground level to ma ke the victims spring  back to

normalcy .
1 Measuresto curb spreading of fake news on social media should also be looked at parallel
1 Ensure public officials  are faithful to their constitutional responsibilitie s and victims
Conclusion
Parlia ment must create a sp ecial law against lynching : asserting that
and veneration for the command of law constitutes the foundation of a civilis ed societyod. L
should be nipped in the bud and Manipur has shown the way forward. It has taken the leadership

in cre ating the new India, where  every citizen should claim & of safety, fairness and fraternity

Q) What do the draft CRZ rules imply from the perspective of environmental justice
and distributive justice.Discuss. (250 words )
Epw

Why this questio n

The draft CRZrules have been widely criticised for their material approachtowards coastal
developmentand under the conspicuousnd increasinglymore vital role of climate changeit is
importantto discusgshe draft rulesand seehowthey affect the environmentandthe society

Directive wor d

Discussthis is an all-encompassinglirectivewhich mandatesus to write in detail about the key
demandof the questian. we also haveto discussabout the related and important aspectsof the
guestionin orderto bring out a completepictureof the issuein hand

Key demand of the question

The questionwants us to write in detail as to how the draft CRZrules will possilty affect the
environmentandthe notion of distributivejustice

Stru cture of the answe r

Introduction ¢ write a few introductorylinesaboutthe recentCRZules.TheCoastaRegulation
Zone(CRZ)2018notification approvedby the MoEFCGasrevokedsomeof its stringentprovisions
to permit the expangon of developmentadivities into the environmentaly sensitiveareas(ESAS),
hitherto deemednaccessibléy law.
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Body -
Discusshe salientprovisionof the rules.Eg
9 reductionof the CRZimits andthe no-developmentzone(NDZ)area,
1 andthe classifiation of coastalzore areas,accordingo the densityof population

1 Forthe settingup of & & (i NILIN® 2A3dDdeferiteéand public utilities, eventhe most
ecologicallycritical areasthat fall underthe CR4 classificatiorhavenot beenexcluded

Discusghe impactof the draft rulesvis-a-visenvirormental and distributivejustice.Eg

1 Byfacilitatingthelarge-scaleintrusionof commerciabndindustrialactivitiesinto the fragile
coastal territories, the new CRZpolicy would upset the prevailing humangecological
balance

1 Thiswouldleadto further degradationof marineecosystemsanddisruptthe livelihoodsof
resourcedependentpopulations especiallyartisanalfishersliving off the coasts

1 Regimsthat lie alongL y R westQaastand those adjoining the river deltas on the east
coastare knownto be amongstthe mostvulnerableareas

1 Ineffect,the policywould not only serveto facilitate the unhinderedmplementationof the
central3 2 @ S NJg afbisiolisSagarmalaproject but also promote the developmentof
infrastructure real estateandtourism,while permitting affordablehousingalongthe coast

1 Theuitilitarian approachof the policyrevealsa clearbiasfavouringbusinessnterests,while
overridingthe needsof coastalecology conservéon andthe fishersetc.

Conclusion ¢ basedon yourdiscussionform a fair anda balancedconclusioron the givenissue

Introduction
Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) under the En vironment Protection Act,
1986 , issued the Coasta | Regulation Zone n otification for regulation of activities in the coastal
area.lthas revoked some of its stringent provisions to permit the expansion of development
activities  intothe environmentally sen sitive areas (ESAs), hitherto deemed inaccessible by law .

Body :

The coastal land up to 500m from the High Tide Line (HTL) and a stage of 100m along banks of
creeks, estuaries, backwater and rivers subject to tidal fluctuations, is called the Coastal
Regula tion Zone(CRZ). The classifica tion of CRZ into 4 categories is :
1 CRZ-1 0 Ecologically Sensitive Areas: lying between low and high tide line. Exploration of
natural gas and extraction of salt are permitte d
 CRZ-ll 8 Shore Line Areas: The areas that have been developed up to or close to th e
shoreline. Constr uction of unautho rized structures is not allowed here
1 CRZ-lll 6 Undisturbed Areas: Rural and Urban localities which fall outside zones 1 & 2.
Only certain activities related to agriculture and few public fa cilities are allowed
1 CRZ-IV 0 Territorial Areas: An area covered between Low Tide Line and 12 Nautical Miles
seaward. Fishing and allied activities are permitted here. Solid waste should be let off in
this zone .

The Salient features of the  CRZ 2018 : Many significant relaxations of dev  elopment controls a long
the coastli ne.
1 Relaxed regulations

o Thereisaconsiderable reduction ofthe CRZ limits and the no -development zone
(NDZ) area .

o The classification of coastal zone areas is done according to the density  of
population

o For densely pop ulated areas under CRZ 0o Ill A, no development zone has been
reduced from 200 m to 50 m. This will help meet affordable housing needs for

rural areas and other development activities
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1 Boost to Strategic projects

o Forthe setti ng up of dostrategic projects , or defence and pu blic utilities, even the
most ecologically critical areas that fall under the CRZ-I classification have not been
excluded .

o Example: Sagarmala project : It consists of a series of commercial ventures

envisage d at an outlay of 8.5 trilli on
1 Environmental Pr  otection
o To address pollution in coastal areas, setting up of  treatment facilities have been
made permissible activities in CRZ-1 B area subject to necessary safeguards
o CRZ limit of 20 m for islands has be en maintained intact
¢ Distribution of Powers

o States will also ha ve the authority to grant clearances and approve proposals for
urban (CRZ -II) and rural (CRZ  -Ill) areas .
o Only such projects which are located in Ecological ly Sensitive Areas (CRZ -

I) and CRZ-IV will require the necessary clearance from the U nion Ministry
f Boost to Tourism

o The notification also permits temporary tourism facilities such as shacks, toilet
blocks, change rooms, drinking water facilities etc. in beaches. Such temporary
tourism faci lities are also now permissible in NDZ of the CRZ -1l areas .

o The new notification may Oboost tourism i
infrastructure and more opportunities and will certainly go a long way in creating
employment opportunities in various as pects of .touri smo

How the CRZ 2018 differs from CRZ 2011 :

Sea change

Coastal zone rules, 2011 Coastal zone rules, 2018

» No development in CRZ- = Eco-tourism activities such as
1, the most ecologically mangrove walks, tree huts and nature |
sensitive zone, except for trails, amang others, in identified
defence, strategic purposes | stretches, subject to permissions

* The 500-metre CRZ * There are now further subdivisions

is apportioned into 4 within these 4 regions. For instance,

subdivisians the CRZ-1 is split inta CRZ-1a and
CRZ-1b and CRZ-3 has 3a and 3b

* Coastal Regulation Zone * CRZ shall apply to the land area

shall apply to the land between high tide line to 50 mts

between high tide line to on the landward side of creeks,
100 metres an landward side | estuaries, backwaters
of creeks, estuaries, rivers and rivers

» States have no discretion | ® 50 metre-limit after approval of State

The impacts of the draft rules vis  -a-vis environmental and distributive justice are
1 Environmental justice
o The lack of factoring in the effects of climate change on sea levels and well -
demarcate d hazard line inthe new CRZ rules can lead to hug e costs.
o The large-scale intrusion of commercial and industrial activities into the fragile

coastal territories, the new CRZ policy would upset the prevailing human o}
ecological balance

o In coastal cities, suc h as Mumbai and Chennai , increasing urbanisation, changes
in land use patterns, encroachments along the coast, construction of coastal roads,
and unabated pollution have caused irreversible damage to low -lying areas,
water -bodies, and the sea

o Studies have shown that the impact of these processes has led to a declin e in fish
catch and landings over time. Other problems of algal bloom, beaching of the
whales, increased plastic pollution is on rise .
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o Rapid urbanisation and industrialisation has turned the coas ts into convenient

dumping grounds. This directly affects the bio -diversity of the coastal zones
1 Distributive justice

o With increased commercial and industrial activities in coastal areas, there will be
further degradation of marine ecosystems. This will disrupt the livelihoods of
resource -dependent pop ulations, es pecially artisanal fishers living off the
coasts .

o Coastal erosion and the hazards posed by the rising sea level due to climate
change have already endangered the lives of populations inhabiting | ow-lying areas
across the globe .

o Theconcernsof the fishersis seen to be in conflict with those of other interest groups
that seek to corner profits from unfettered use and commercialisation of coastal
resources and commons

o The impact on the fisheries s ector is huge as it employs about 8 million peopl e and
generate Rs. 48,000 -Rs. 75,000 crores  for the economy .

o This adversely affected livelihoods, especially of small -scale artisanal fishers,
resulting in their increasing alienation , While also leading to  the widening of
inequalities with  in society

o Promoting the busi ness agendas of other interest groups at the cost of fisher
livelihoods would further impoverish a community that already has been pushed to
the margins of an unequal society

o Land grabbing by private and government actors has been the norm. These actors
forget that this space is the common property of coastal villages, towns and cities,
and public beache s

Conclusion
T I'ndiads coasts are already facing grave udhtag e at
intensive, frequent and un  predictable cycl ones and erosi on.
9 The relaxation of the CRZ rules in order to boost economic development, albeit necessary,
must be done keeping in mind the sustainability of the fragile ecosystems

Q) Data manipulation in the MGNREGA is leading to gross violations in its

implement ation. Analyze. (250 words )
The hindu

Why this questio n

MGNREGAas beenone of the most successfupoverty reductionand employmentgeneration
scheme®f modernIndia.lts significancancreasesn the wakeof growingurban-rural disparityand
distressmigration. The schemehas howeverbeencriticizedon various accountsand it is vital to

analyzehow A (inrGpEementationis beingaffectedby data manipulation

Directive wor d

Analyzeherewe haveto examinemethodicaly the structureor nature of the topic by separatingit
into componentparts,and presentthemasa wholein a summary

Key demand of the question

The questionwants us to dig deepinto the working of the MGNREG/AnNd bring out the data
manipulaion experencedby it and how it affectsthe programmeimplementation

Structure of the answe r

Introduct ion - write afewintroductorylinesaboutthe MGNREGA.gmentionaboutthe nature,
aimsof the schene andwhenit wasstarted

Body -
Discusshe data manipulaion underthe programme .Eg

1 TheMGNREG# a demanddrivenprogramme,i.e.,work mustbe providedwithin 15 days
of demandingwork failing whichthe Centremust pay an unemploymengllowance(UA) A
UAreportis generatedbut rarelyimplemented
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1 Numerouggroundreportsacrossthe countrysuggesthat becauseof a fundscrunch field
functionariesdo not even enter the work demandedby labourersin the MGNREGA
ManagementinformationSystem(MIS).Thisis informationsuppressiorat the source

1 Ladk of offline alternativesto capturework demandfrom labourersmeansthat data onthe
MISare beingtreated asthe gospeltruth.

1 Bethat as it may, even this underregistered demand is being dishonouredby the
governmentAlthoughwork demanddata (in persondays)and employmentgenerateddata
are availableat a panchayatlevel,aggregatedata at the nationd levelare only presented
for employmentgenerated

1 Thusunderregisterednationaldemandis captured but intentionallynot reported.Bydoing
this, the Centralgovernmentistrying to hideits violationof the extentof underprovisionof
work.

1 delayby the Centralgovernment(calledstage 2 delays)is capturedin the system,it is
intentionallysuppresedto avoidpayingdelaycompensatiort anotherviolationof the Act

Discus$iow data manipulationaffectsimplementationof the schemeEg
Delaysin payments,and unmetdemandfor work affectslivelihoodetc.

Conclusion ¢ basedon yourdiscussionform a fair anda balancedconclusioron the givenisaue.

Introd uction :

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) aims
at enhancing the livelihood security of people in rural areas by guaranteeing hundred days of
wage-employment in a financial year to a rural househo ld whose a dult mem bers volunteer to do
unskilled manual work
It guarantees the O6r i ght t and aneurek Bvelihood security in rural areas. It ensures
women empowerment by providing equal wages and reser vation for women. It also aims at
reducing rural - urban mig ration a nd creation and maintenance of rural assets and environmental
protection .

Body :

A recent study has found that data manipulation in the MGNREGA is leading to gross
violations  in its implementation. In recent years, there ha ve been at least 74 reported
starvation deaths , with 60 cases having occurred in the last two years across parts of India like
Jharkand. A hastily produced and insensitive language report concludes that none of these
deaths was due to starvation or connect ed to MGN REGA. The governments in the State and Centre
are demonstrating alarming indifference in this matter and are covering up realities by deliberately
manipulating and obfuscating data
The data manipul ation under MNREGA has lead to severe underreport ing of wo rk::

! MGNREGA s a demand -driven programme , i.e., work must be provided within 15 days of
demanding work failing which the Centre must pay an unemployment allowance (UA)

1 A UAreportis generated but  rarely implemented due to funds crunch

1 Field fun ctionarie s d o rvéntentee the work demanded by labourers in the MGNREGA

Management Information System (MIS), leading to information suppression at the
source .

1 Lack of offline alternatives to capture work d emand from labourers means that data on the
MIS are being treated a s the only truth

1 Although work demand data (in person days) and employment -generated data are available
at a panchayat level, aggregate data at the national level are only presented for

employment generated
1 Thus, under -registered nation al demand is captured but intentionally not reported

1 By doing this, the Central government is trying to hide its violation of the extent of under -
provision of work
1 The delay in the payment of wages which i s captured in the system i s intentionally

suppres sed to avoid paying delay compensation
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Impacts of such data manipulation leads to many legal and ethical violations

w

1 Based on analysis of work demand and employment generated for over 5, 700 panchayats
across 20 States (for 2017 -18 and the first three quar ters of 2018 -19), the employment
generated was about 33% lower than the registered work demand, and last year, about
30% lower .

1 About 16 States still show a negative balance which shows the continued lack of funds.
Th e Centr-eedpeapéd cl ai mghesbfevehe aldl ocati onod ar
meaningless because if the allocation does not honour work demand and it is a violation
of the Act .

f Contrary to the Central gover moneth tard %% payneentsos o f
time , the study found of more  than 9 m illion transactions that only 21% payments were
made ontimein 2016 -17.The trend continued in 2017 -18.

1 Further, the Central governme nt alone was causing an average delay of over 50 days
in the disbu rsement of wages to labourers , as againstthe man dated 15 -days else a delay
compensation .

 This not only reflects contempt of court by the Central government but is also
an insensitive assaul t on people and a deliberate hiding of the truth ; leading to loss  of
countless lives .

Way Forward

1 The Supreme Cour tin the Swaraj Abhiyan vs. Union of India case stated that said that
the delay caused in stage -2 was not taken into account for the purpose of payment of
compensation .

1 Before the ruling, only stage -1 delays were proposed to be compensated. The court urges
the Cen tre that they should also share the blame if they cause the delay in stage -2, failing
which the prescribed compensation would be paid

1 The Centre has now suggested a new format to compensate payments

1 Incorporation of ICT infrastructure at grassroo ts level , so that the data is available in
public leading to  better transparency and accountability

! Social audits, mandated by law under MGN REGA, should be strengthened to reduce the
data suppression and un  der-representation of job demand

Conclusion

The proper implementation of MGNREGA, among other measures, can go a long way in improving

the life and the livelihoods of many distresses rural citizens. The triple, correlated crisis i alack
of sufficient fu  nds, rampant payment delays, and abysmal wage rat es shoul d be fought out
by better implementation of the scheme

Q) Discuss the r ecently released guidelines to re -energize and reinvigorate the Jan

Shikshan Sansthans . (250 words )

Pib

Why this questio n

JanShiksharSansthanss an important institution related to skill developmentin India and the
governmenthas releasedguidelinesto further strengthen and reinvigorate the Jan Shikshan
Sansthansin this contextit isimportantto discusghoseguideliresin detail.

Directive wor d

Discussthis is an all-encompassinglirectivewhich mandatesus to write in detail about the key
demandof the question.we also haveto discussabout the related and important aspectsof the
guestionin orderto bring out a completepictureof the issuein hand

Key dema nd of the question .

Thequestionwants usto write in detail about the recentlyreleasedguidelinesto re-energizeand
reinvigoratethe JanShiksharSansthans

Structure of the answe r

Introduction - write afew introductorylinesaboutthe JSSe.gJSSsan playanimportantrolein
bridginginformationasymmetrybetweenskill training and market opportunitiestherebygivingan
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impetusto the creationof a workforceequippedin technologydrivenskills,includirg in areaslike
health & wellnesstourism,e-commerceretail andtrade.

Body -
Discussn detail the relatedguidelinesEg

1 Alignmentof JS®ourseand curriculumto National SkillQualificationFramework NSQFo
standardizéraining

9 Decentraizationof powersfor JSSgyivingmoreaccountabilityandindependencéo district
administratian

Toidentify and promotetraditional skillsin the district throughskilling/ upskilling
Evidencdasedassessmengystan

EasyOnlinecertification

=A =4 =4 =

LinkingJSSo PRVS (PublicFinanceManagementsystem)maintaining transparencyand
accountabilityof the ecosysten

1 Creatinglivelihoodlinkagesetc.

Conclusion -basedonyourdiscussionform a fair anda balancedconclusioron the givenissue

Introduction
! Jan Shikshan Sansthan (formerly known as Shramik Vidyapee th) have a challenging
mandate of providing vocational skills to non -literate, neo  -literates as well as school
drop -outs by identifying skills that have a market in the region of their establishment .
1 The JSSs are unique, they link literacy with vocational skills and provide large doses of

Life Enrichment Education (LEE) to the people
1 They aim for convergence with other stakeholders in society. It is their endeavour to shape
their benefi ciaries into sel freliant and self -assured employees and entrepreneurs

Body :

Recently, comprehensive reforms for Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS) were released, to further
strengthen the skills ecosystem benefiting those in the underprivileged sectio ns of society. T he
new norms are expected to  help identify and promote traditional skills in the district through
skilling / upskilling; create livelihood linkages and boost training of trainers to develop the
capacity through  National Skills Training Insti tutes .

Key hig hlights of the guidelines are

1 Alignment of JSS cour se and curriculum to National Skill Qualification Framework (NSQF)
to standardize training

1 Decentralization of powers for JSSs - giving more accountability and independence to
district a dministration

1 To identify and promote traditional skills in the distr ict through skilling / upskilling ;

1 Evidence based assessment system

1 Easy Online certification

7 Linking JSS to PFMS (Public Finance Management system) maintaining transparency and

accoun tability of the ecosystem
1 Creating livelihood linkages

The new guidelines re -energize and reinvigorate the JSSa s

1 They have been reformed keeping in mind the diverse stake -holders engaged in running
these institutions

1 The JSS can play an important role in br idging information asymmetry between skill
training an d market opportunities thereby giving an impetus to the creation of a workforce
equipped in technology -driven skills, including in areas like health & wellness, t ourism, e -

commerce, retail and trade
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f By aligning JSSs to the National Skill Framework, the go vernment aims to
provide standardised training across sectors
f This is an important step towards the convergence of all skilling activities under the aegis

of one ministry, bringing in transparency and accountability to the entire skilling
ecosystem .
1 Out o f the 247 active JSSs, we already have 43 JSSs established across 42 Aspirational

Districts identified by NITI Aayog

1 Afew moreinthe LWE (left -wing extremism a ffected) regions  will be soon introduced to
promote skill development of the youth in the regi on and help them connect back into
mainstream economy

Conclusion
1 JSS has the potential to  boost skill training and entrepreneurship in the remotest
corners of the country . It can further strengthen the skills ecosystem benefiting those in
the underpriv ileged sections of society

Q) The endorsement of bankrupt cy law and its provisions by supreme court marks

an end of odefaulterds (EOwadi)seod. Examine.
Indianexpress
Financialexpress

Why this questio n

Thearticle focuseson what it meansnow that the supremecourt has upheldthe insolvencyand
bankruptcy code in its entirely. The code has made a marked improvementin improving the
insolvencyproceedingsn our country and the article examineshow the verdict will makeit even
better.

Key demand of the questio n

Thequestionexpectsusto explainhow IBChelpsin dealingwith defaulters,the reasonwhy it was
challengedn the court, detailsof the SCverdictandthe implicationsof the same

Dir ective wor d

Examine; Whenyouare askedio examine youhaveto probedeeperlinto the topic, getinto details,
andfind out the causesor implicationsif any.

Structure  of the answe r
Introduction ¢ Explainaboutthe IBC
Body
Discusshe issueswith the codethat werebring challenge
1 Sectio29A0f IBC
1 Section12Aof IBCetc
Discusshe verdictof the supremecourtand howit helpsin puttinganendto R S ¥ I dplaradgeNX a

1 tightening of section29A which ensuresthat wilful defaulters or those who have been
classifiedas NPAdor morethan a yearwill not be eligibleto submita resolutionplan. This
meansbankerswill now be ableto recovertheir duesfaster.

 apexO 2 dzNlinge&tablisheshe hierarchyof creditorswith banke's now right ontop and
operational creditors(OCspelowthem; OCsvereseekimy a statusequalto that of financial
creditorsand a seaton the Committeeof Creditors.Thejudgesnotedthat OCshad enough
safeguardgo protecttheir interests

9 Thisruling hasfar-reachingimplicationsfor the promotersof big defaultingcompanieson
the blocksuchasEssaiSteeland BhusharPower& Sted

Conclusion ¢ Giveyourviewanddiscussvay forward.
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Introduction

The Government of India implemented the Insolvency and Bankruptc y Code (IBC)
to consolidate all laws related to inso Ivency and bankruptcy and to tackle Non -Performing
Assets (NPA), a problem that has been pulling the Indian economy down for years.

Before the introduction of IBC, it took companies about four to five years to dissolve its
operations; the n umber has dropped drastically to a year . This has not only increased the ease
of doing business  but also imbibed a  stronger sense of trust in lenders and investors

Body :
Certain sections of the IBC were  posing a challenge to the process

f Section29of 1 BC:
o It disallows defaulting promoters and related persons from bidding for assets

o The intent is very clear that the defaultin g promoters should not &
seat once again .
o It ensures that wilfu | defaulters or those who have been classified as NPAs for more

than a year will not be eligible to submit a resolution plan
f Section 12A of IBC :
o ltallows the corporate debtor  another chance to make good on the default and retain
control over the firm eve n after the case is admitted to NCLT
o Under this p rovision, the adjudicating authority may allow the case to be withdrawn

from insolvency proceedings if 90 per cent of the comm ittee of creditors (CoCs) agrees
toit .
o Financial creditors , who form the CoC, m ay agree to such a proposal from the

corporate deb tor if the settlement amount offered is greater than the value they
expect to receive through the IBC process
o Operational cre ditors provide services to companies and have the right to initiate
insolvency p roceedings if their payments are defaulted upon. B ut code bars them
for participating in the resolution process through the committee of creditors
The above sections had becom e contentious and the constitutional validity of IBC was questioned
as a violati on of Article 14 of the Constitution. The Supreme Court rejected the challenges
mounted by some promoters who had defaulted . It upheld the Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC) inits entirety , putting an end to the doubts and issues raised

The verdicthel ps i n putting an end te defaulterds paradi se
1 IBC managestogetan exit mechanism  which would help the reallocation of capital and
ease the huge debt burden of banks in India
T IBC has become an effective tool for creditors , with a threat to refer a case under the
insolvency law helping force many debt  ors to come to the negotiating table
1 In 1,500 cases admi tted until end -December 2018, only 79 ended in an approval of the

resolution plans and liquidation in a little over 300 cases. The verdict will now he Ip the
numbers to rise further
1 The Court has dir ected the government to set up circuit benches within six months to

quicken the process of reducing pile of bad debts

§ Tightening of section 29A which ensures that wilful defaulters or those who have been
classified as NPAs for more than a year will not be eligible to submit a resolution plan. This
means bankers will now be able to recover their dues faster

§ the verdict establishes the hierarchy of creditors with bankers now right on top and
operational credi tors (OCs) below them

1 Lowering the voting thresh  old for creditors to 66%, from 75%, is another pragmatic move
which will prevent a handful of lenders from disrupting the process and pushing the
company towards liquidation

Conclusion
IBC as a structural reform  has demonstrable impact,  which is reflected in behavioural
change among debtors, creditors and other stakeholders, it is the IBC or the insolvency law which
has trumped eventhe GST. The Supreme Courtds verdictnentipetydbadi ng
shotin the arm for the law, red ucing the NPA crisis and big boost to ease of doing business :
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Topicz Welfare schemes for vulnerablestions of the population by the Centre and States and the
performance of tlese schemes; mechanisms, lawstitutions and Bodies constituted for therotection
and betterment of these vulnerable sections.

Q) There is scant focus on improving the situation with respect to bonded labour in

India desp ite it being unconstitutional. Analyze. (250 words)
The hindu

Why this question

Closeo 80 yearssincethe constitutioncameinto being,the prevalenceof bondedlabouris a stark
reminderthat we still needto get rid of many suchsociallyinappropriate practices.Thisquestion
would enableyou to discussthe magnitude of the problemand think of ways of handlingsuch
problem.

Directive word

Analyzeq Whenaskedto analyze you haveto examinemethodcallythe structureor nature of the
topic by separatingit into componentparts and presentthemasawholein a summary.

Key demand of the question

The questionexpectausto explainthe statusof bondedlabourin India, discusghe legalframework
to curb bondedlabour, explainthe reasonswhy bonded labour in India still continuesand discuss
the way forward.

Structure  of the answer
Introduction ¢ Explainwhat is meantby bondedlabour
Body

Discusghe status quo with respectto bondedlabour in India ¢ The Global Slaverylndex 2016
estimated there to be 1.8 crore Indians in modern slavery, including bondednesswhile the
InternationalLabourOrganisdion saidtherewere1.17 crorebondedlabourersin 2014.

Explainthe legal and constitutional protectiors againstbondedlabour ¢ practice was abolisted
underthe Bonded_abourSystenm(Abolition)Act, 1976etc

Discusshe reasonwhy bondedlabourstill persists¢ governmentrelieson rescueandrehabilitation
only, a multi prongedapproachfocussingon condcting a surveyand enforcementof the law is
required

Conclusion ¢ Highlightthat continuationof bondedlabourreflectspoorlyonL y R tkatk@edord
on socialjusticeand discussvay forward.

Introduction:

Bonded Labour, also known as  debt sla very or Debt Bondage , is the pledge of a perso n
services as security for the repayment for a debt or other obligation, where the terms of the
repayme nt are not clearly or reasonably stated, and t he person who is holding the debt and thus
has some control over the labourer, does not intend to ever ad mi t that the debt has been repaid.

The International Labour Organisation estimates that around 50 % of victims of forced
labour in the private e  conomy are affected by debt bondage & around 8 million peop le worldwide
In South Asia it still flourishe s in agriculture, brick kilns, mills, mines and factories.

Body:

i Bonded Ilabour arises through a confluence of complex inter -linked factors. The
root of the problem lies in the social customs and economic compulsions which is
mentioned b elow

Social Causes:

1 Extreme poverty, hunger and malnutrition in rural regions.

 Immediate Ot r i g gueh 29 health emergencies, religious ceremonies, dowries, foo
d shortages or the sudden loss of a job or an income earner

. Worker lllite racy and lack of access to information.
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1 Discrimination and social exclusion based on religion, ethnicity or caste.
1 Dominance of Social Elites.
 Bonder| abour is inter -generational; the debts pass on from one gen eration to next.

Economic Causes:
1 Impoverish ed workers seek loans or advance from an employer or labour They land

inaviciouscycleofdeb t whi ch the | oanee candt repay.
1 Non-availabili ty and accessibility issues of formal credit system to the lowest strata of
society.

1 Employer monopolies on local financial and labour markets.

1 Large presence of private money -lenders who lend at exorbitant rat es.

Situation of bonded labour in India:
1 The Global Slavery Index 2016 estimated there to be 1.8 crore  Indians in modern slavery,

including bondednes s.

1 The International Labour Organisation said there were 1.17 crore bonded labourers in

2014.

India has t he most slaves in the world, according to G lobal Slavery Index.

National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data reveals that more than 8,000 cases of human

trafficking were reported in 2016. More than half the victims i.e. 54 percent were trafficked

for the purp ose of forced labour and sexual exploitatio n.

1 There has been no government -led nationwide survey since 19 78, despite each district
having been given Rs . 4.5 lakh for such surveys.

1 Traffickers continue to source labour in socio -economically backward distric  ts, an example
being Bolangir in Odisha. Tr  ibals and Dalits remain vulnerable.

il
f

Various protections agai nst bonded labour:

Constitutional: Article 2 3 of Indian constitution prohibits forced labour (begar) and other similar
forms of forced labour. Any c ontravention of this provision will be an o ffence punishable in
accordance with law.

Legal: Parliament has enacted Bonded Labour System (Abolition) A ct in 1976 to curb bonded
labour. To further strengthen t heMinimumpWages &&,dl8 A8, Bdudl s t
Remuneration Act, 1976 were enacted. However, the latter are applicable to organized sector of
economy. Section 370 of the Indian Penal Code also gives teeth to fight bonded labour.

Recently , the Trafficking of Persons (prevention, protec tion and Rehabilitation) bill,
2018 was introduced in the Parliament to provide a holistic protection to victims of Bonded
Labour.
Way Forward:

1 Three Pronged Strategy of ministry of Labour for the abolition of the bonded labour
system:

1 The Bonded labour A ct, 1976 empowers executive magistrate s to exercise powers of judicial
magistrate of first or second clas s for trial of offences.

1 Vigilance committees at the district and sub -divisional levels  have been prescribed to
identify and rehabilitate bonded labour ers.

1 A centrally -sponsored plan fi Sche me for Rehabilitation of Bonded Labour fi is under
implementation si nce 1978 under which the Centre and states con tribute Rs 10,000 each
for cases of rehabilitation.

1 Regulatory attention must focus on trafficking rings and sectors.

1 Inter -state coordination mechanisms for migrant workers, including workplace
improvements an d linking them to social security schemes. Examp le: PM Jandhan Yojana

for financial inclusion.

1 A broad nation -based survey is needed to find out the ex tent of Bonded labour. To create
a dat abase of bonded labourers, the help of NGOb&6s, Gr am P aanb btakemmattke
grassroots level.
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1 Creating micr o-financial access for vulnerable communities/vulnerable districts could
help. Example : micro -loans as gi venin SHGs, Grameen Bank model of Ban gladesh can
be emulated.

1 Vulnerable families also need non-finan cial support: services like adult literacy
training, subsidized health care and child care; support for sending their children to
schools; and awareness -raising on social issues and

Conclusion:

Bonded labour is a scourge on India, which exist s even after 70 years of Independence. Therei s
an urgent need to take measures which are bold and holistic response to a socioeconomic problem

of labo ur exploitation and this can help India realise SDG 8.7.

Q) Ujjwala scheme is a  novel initiative which needs to iron out its implementation
issues. Discuss . (250 words)
Livemint

Why this question

Thearticle doesa critical analysisof the achievementsnd limitations of Ujjwala schemeand will
enableyouto developyour perspectiveon the achievementsnadeunderthe scheme.

Directive word

Discusg Thisis an all-encompassinglirective¢ youhaveto debateon paperby goingthroughthe
details of the issuesconcernedby examiningeachone of them. Youhaveto give reasonsfor both
for andagainstarguments.

Key demand of the question

Thequestionexpectsusto explainthe Ujjwalainitiative, highlightthe achievemets of the scheme,
bring out the critical implementation gapsthat serveas a hindrance.Finally,we needto give our
viewonthe successf Ujjwalasclemeanddiscussvay forward.

Structure  of the answer
Introduction ¢ ExplainaboutUjjwalascheme.
Body

Discusghe achievementsnadeunderthe scheme

1 Theprogramhasgainedtraction andits ambit expandedo include80 million poorfamilies
from the earlier target of 50 million familieswith an additionalallocationof n X groren

1 Thecleanfuel protectsusersfrom inhaling smokeand also helpsthe poor avoid goingto
unsafeareasto collectfirewood.

1 LPG&overagehastouched90% with a significantincreasein easternstates,with 48%of the
beneficiarieeingSC/STs

Explainthe concernsn implementationof the scheme
1 Therehavebeena lacklustreapproachof peopletowardsrefilling of cylinders
1 logisticsof issuingthe connectionsalsohavekinksthat requireironingout.

1 Aadharseedingalsofacesissuecausedy data discrepanciegspeciallwherethe spelling
of namesis concernedisa resultof whichapplicantscanfind themselvesinableto register
for the scheme.

Discus$iow the governments deding with suchimplementation challenges

Conclusion ¢ Giveyouropiniononthe succes®sf the schemeand discussvay forward.
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Introduction:

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) is a scheme of the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural
Gas for providing LPG connections towomenf rom Below Poverty Line (BPL) households .Itaims
to safeguard the health of wom  en & children by providing them with a clean cooking fuel 0 LPG,

so that they dondét have to compromise their fdaeeas t h
collecting firewo od.

Siniotry of Petioloum % Newiral Gus PRADHAN MANTRI UJJWALA YOJNA
Body:
M India is home to more than 24 Crore households out of whic h about 10 Crore households
are still deprived of LPG as cooking fuel and have to rely on firewood, coal, dung 0 cakes

etc. as primary source of cookin  g.
i The PMUY has helped the spread of LPG cylinders predominantly in the urban and semi -
urban areas witht he coverage mostly in middle class and affluent households.

The achievements of PMUY are
Expansion in Coverage:

1 The Cabinet Committee on Econom ic Affairs (CCE A) approved expanding the scope of
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana to cover poor families no t having LPG connections and not
covered under the existing beneficiary categories. This raises the scope to 8 Crore
beneficiaries.

1 While previously th e connections were given ba sed on the 2011 Socio -Economic Caste
Census (SECC), the list was later expande  dto include providing free cooking gas connection
to all SC/ST households, forest dwellers, most backward classes, inhabitants of islands,
nomadictri bes, tea estates and benefi ciaries of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana and Antyodaya
Yojana. Now, it has been e xtended to all poor.

1 LPG coverage has touched 90%, with a significant increase in eastern states , with 48%
of the beneficiaries being SC/STs.

1 The government reports show that aro und 80% of the beneficiaries have been refilling
cylinders, with average per ¢  apita consumption being 3.28 cylinders.

Reduced Drudgery and Health Benefits:

f According to WHO estimates, about 5 lakh deaths in India alone due to unc lean cooking
fuels. Most of these premature deaths were due to non -communicable diseases such as
heart di sease, stroke, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and lung cancer. Indoor air
pollution is also responsible for a significant number of acute respir atory illnesses in young
children. According to experts, having an open fire in the kitchen is like burni ng 400
cigarettes an hour.

1 PMUY reduces these ill -effects by providing clean fuel and cutting out on drudgery.
Increased use of cooking gas will shrink the incidence of tuberculo sis in India, based on the
statistics from the latest National Family Health S urvey (NFHS -4) on TB prevalence.

Boost to Employment:

1 PMUY has resulted in an additional employment of around 1 Lakh and provide business
opportunity o f at least Rs. 10,000 Crore in last 3 Years to the Indian Industry.

1 The scheme has also provided a boost to the ©6Make i n Il ndi ad ca
manufacturers of cylinders, gas stoves, regulators, and gas hose are domestic.
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Women Empowermen  t:
1 PMUY has h elped in reducing the drud  gery.

1 Women who are usually the victims of such drudgery are now saved from dan ger of
collecting firewood by hiking long distances.
1 The time saved can be used in socio - economically productive activities like Self -Hel p

Group activ ities.
Global Recognition:
1 The World Health Organisation hailed PMUY as decisive intervention by the gove rnment
to facilitate the switch to clean household energy use, thereby addressing the problems
associated with Indoor Household Pollution.

However, given the scale of the sche me there are some implementation shortcomings of the
scheme
Cost issues:
1 Consumers were paying market price for refills till the loan repayment for stove and first
refill was made. This led to some consumers not goi ng in for suc h refills.
1 EconomicBurden : The increased monthly expenditure has shied many consumers away

from LPG and lured them back to firewood and cow  -dung cakes.
1 The CEEW study across Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Bihar, West Bengal
and Odi sha found peo ple were unwilling to pay  up front Rs.900 -1,000 for a 14 kg refill.
1 A CRISIL Study shows that of those sur  veyed, 86% said they had not shifted from biomass
to LPG because the price of installing a connection was too high. Almost the same number
0 83% 0 said the price of refills was  too high.
Administrative issues
1 The government claims that around 80% of the b eneficiaries have been refilling cylinders,
with average per capita consumption being 3.28 cylinders. But there are implementation
issues with the sche me in Madhya Pradesh, for  instance.
1 Aadhar seeding also faces issues caused by data discrepancies, especi ally where the spelling
of names is concerned as a result of which applicants can find themselves unable to register
for the scheme.
Logistic issues:
1 Lack of LPG cylinder bottli ng plants near rural areas and connectivity issues especially in
the tribal are as.
f Last-mile connectivity and delivery still poses a great challenge.
Safety and Behavioural issues:
1 Safety has been another concern about distributio  n of LPG connection, espec ially to BPL

families. Lack of awareness and safety amenities in beneficiary ho useholds have increased
the likelihood of accidents.

1 Cow-dung cakes lying around the house all the time. Hence, LPG cylinders are used on
special occas ions or during some kihdo femer gency or when i tds enti
wood.

1 The CRISIL reportalso noted that 37% of households in rural areas procure cooking fuel or
free.

1 Agency: Most rural women do not have a say in deter mining when a refill is or  dered, even
though the con nection is in their name.

Way Forward:

1 Increase Affordability: A case in poin tis state -run fuel retailers introducing a 5kg refill
option to make purchases affordable.

1 Increase Accessibility: Gas Agencies should be set up withi  n 10km radius, especially in
the rural and remote areas to increase accessibility.

1 Increase Availability: Alternatives like Gas -grid and piped connections in cities and areas
near the bottling plants can free up the cylinders for other areas.

1 Promot e i6tGi wlmedinitiative of the government to persuade the well  -off to give up

the LPG subsidies has added to the corpus of PMUY. Similar initiatives can be promoted.
Encourage Private Players to set up LPG franchises at rural area S.
1 Sensitization and Educa tion of safe use of LPGth oughLPG Panchayat s, NGO©b

==
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Conclusion:
PMUY is a novel scheme ha ving twin benefits of women empowerment as well as
environmental conservation. Ironing out the implementation issues can reap the envisioned

benefits a nd lead to a sustainable f  ut ure in energy consumption.

Q) Direct income support has been cas t as a panacea for ending mass poverty.
Critically examine in this context the idea presented by Arvind Subramaniam and

others regarding direct income support. (250 words )

Livemint

Why this questio n

With electiongoundthe corner the issueof Directincomesupporthasagaincomeinto the political
limelight. Thisarticle examineghe prosand consof such a measureand will helpyouin buildinga
perspectiveonthe issue

Key demand of the questio n

Thequestionexpectsyou to explainthe contoursof sucha measureand thereafter, highlight the
prosand consof it. In the end, we needto providea fair and balancedopinionabout the utility of
guaranteedbasicincomeand discusghe way forward.

Direc tive wor d

Criticallyexamine¢ Whenyou are askedto examine you haveto probedeeperinto the topic, get
into details,andfind out the causesor implicationsif any .WhenW¥ O NJ s dutixedof piefixedto
adirective,all youneedto doislook at the goodandbad of somethingand givea fair judgement

Structure  of the ans wer

Introduction ¢ Explairthat Directincomesupport hasbecomea majortalking pointandexplain
what it means

Body

Explainthe form that directincomesupportmight takein the country.Explainthe ideaput forth by
ArvindSubramanianand others

1 dired cashtransferto 60-80%o0f the rural poorthat will work asan effectivecushon against

rural distress.Usingan illustrative calculation,the article arguesthat annual transfer of

My 2on nwiz amonthto three-fourthsof the rural populationcanbecoveredat afiscal
costof about 1.3%of grossdomesticproduct(GDP)or 2.64trillion in 201920 prices

Discusshe prosand consof the ideaof directbasicincome.Highlight that the ideahasbeentoyed
aroundby membersof Planningcommissiorearlier.

Conclusion ¢ Basedonyourdiscussiongiveyouropinionanddiscussvay forward.

Introduction
Direct income support is a form of social security in which all citizens  or residents of a
country regularly receive an  unconditional sum of money , either from a government or some
other public institution, in addition to any inco me received from elsewhere . The paymentis enough
to cover the cost of living. The goal is to prov ide financial security
The state of Sikkim recently announced that UBI will be implemented in state by 2022.

States like AP, Odisha have come up with Direct income support to farmers to end agrarian
distress .
Body :
Previous attempts at DIS
1 A group of economists at the Planning Commission in 1962 , led by Pitambar Pant , wrote
about how every citizen could be guaranteed a minimum standard of livi ng by 1977, or 15
years la ter.
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1 They said that families in the top eight income deciles would benef it from accelerating
growth, while those in the bottom two deciles would need some form of direct income
support to maintain a minimum standard of living

1 So, theideaofanincometra nsferwas basically meant for the poorest fifth of the population,
which was not in a position to take advantage of the opportunities that would become
available from economic expansion

Recent proposal
9 Therecent proposalisby four economists fi Josh Felman, Boban Paul, M.R. Sharan
and Arvind Subramanian . They have recommende dan income support scheme in
which the bottom eight deciles in rural India (or the bottom four deciles in the
country as a whole) wi |l need income support
The pros of DIS include :

1 Progressive: more progressive than a farm loan waiver or the Rythu Bandhu scheme in
Telangana, which benefit landowners rather than tenants or farm workers
1 Fights Poverty and vulnerability . Poverty and vuln erability will be reduced in one fell

swoop. It increases equality among citizens as envisaged in our DPSP
1 Fiscally pruden t: the fiscal cost will be manageable, since the income transfers will be

funded by money released from the scrapping of schemes such as the Fasal Bima Yojana
and the fertilizer subsidy

1 Choice: A UBI treats beneficiaries as agents and entrusts citizens wi th the responsibility of
using welfare spending as they see best; this may not be the case with in -kind transfers.

Nobel laureate Amartya Sen had also propound ed that choice should be given to people,
which will lead to development

1 Better targeting of poo r: As all individuals are targeted, exclusion error  (poor being left
out) is zero though inclusion error (rich gaining access to the scheme) is 60 percent

1 Fig hting technological unemployment: With IR4.0 on the rise, there is an increase in the
automation leading to loss of many white and blue collared jobs. UBI can act as a sort of
security net for the millions of people who will be le ft jobless by the tech rev  olution .

1 Insurance against shocks . This income floor will provide a safety net against health,
in come and other shocks

1 Administrative efficiency : A UBI in place of a plethora of separate government schemes
will reduce the administrative burden on the stat e.

The cons of DIS:

1 Lack of Political will: moving budgetary allocations from the fertilizer subs idy to direct
income support is affecting politi  cal equilibrium. This in effect would entail a shift of
spending from large farmers to the rural poor. The poli tical parties fear backlash from the
voters .

1 Rising Economy of India: The growing support for ab asic income in developed countries
comes against the backdrop of stagnant median incomes over several decades. The current
Indian context is quite different. | ncomes have been rising across the spectrum even after
taking into account higher levels of inequ ality .

1 Definition of Poor: The last official dat a comes from the NSSO Consumer Expenditure
Survey for 2011 -12. The latest survey for 2017  -18is done, butitwi Il take some time for the
numbers to be made public. There may thus be a need to reassess what co nstitutes the
minimum consumption basket used to define poverty in India. Much of the subsequent
basic income calculations will have to be rejigged

1 Poorfisca Icapacity: | ndi a doesnd6t have the fiscal capaci
Income. Economic  Survey calculations showed that a 75% universali ty rate with an
annual Universal Basic Income of Rs 7,620 per year at 2016 -17 prices will cost about
5% of the GDP. Economist Pranab Bardhan showed that an inflation - indexed Universal
Basic Income of Rs 10,0 00 at 2014 -15 prices fi about three -quarters of tha t year 0
poverty line A will cost about 10% of the GDP

1 Distort labour Market: Universal Basic Income can create  distortions in the labour market.
A steady, permanent and guaranteed income without any work is | ikely to affect labour
mobility and participatio  n. It can cause a rise in the wages too

1 Exposure to market risks (cash vs. food): Unlike food subsidies that a  re not subject to
fluctuating market prices, a cash transftriledby pur

market fluctuations
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Conclusion
9 The case to reshuffle government spending from non -merit subsidies to cash transfers
to the poor is a compelling o ne. But, as the Planning Commission economists pointed

out in 1962, there can be no frontal attac k on mass poverty without accelerating
economic growth . Let economic growth work for the top eight deciles, while the focus of
government welfare spending shou Id be on the bottom two deciles that are denied

opportunities for various social or geographical reasons .
i The more important task over the long term is to create fiscal space to boost spending on
rural public goods, as well as basic services such as healt h and education

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Senetating to Health,
Education, Human Resources.

Q) Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya Yoj ana has a number of challenges to contend with

as it seeks to improve th e status of healthcare in In dia. Discu ss. (250 words)
Finan cial express

Why this question

Thearticledelvesdeepinto the challergesthat arelikelyto comebeforePMAYasit triesto address
the issueof out of pocketexpenditurein healthcare.Thisquestionwould help you understandthe
challengeghat lay before this schemeand howto overcomehem.

Key demand of the question

The questionexpectausto exdainaboutPMJAMAndthereafter,bringout the likelychallengedefore
the schemeWeneedto explainthesechallengesn detail and bring out the waysthroughwhichwe
canaddressghem. Finally,we needto providea fair and balancedopinionregardingthe possibiity
of PMJAYecominga successind discusghe way forward.

Directive word

Discusg, Thisis an all-encompassinglirective¢ youhaveto debateon paperby goingthroughthe
details of the issuesconcernedby examinirg eachone of them. Youhaveto give reasonsfor both
for andagainstarguments.

Structure  of the answer

Introduction ¢ ExplainaboutPMJAY.

Body

Bringout the variouschallengesnvolhedfor the future of the scheme

o How the programme proposeto level the playing field betweenthe public and private
hospitals,aspublichospitalswould continuereceivingoudgetarysupport

o Issueverhowlowermiddleclassand middle-classhouseholdsre broughtunderthe fold
in this programmeetc

Discussboutthe waysthroughwhichthesechallengesanbe addressedjoingforward.

Conclusion ¢ Mention that it is important to make longerterm commitmentsand resolve
programmeuncertainties,especiallywith regardto the inclusionof the APLand discusghe way
forward.

In troduction:
1 Pradhan Mantri J an ArogyaY ojana (PM -JAY), introduced under the ambit of Ayushman

Bharat, aims to reduce the financial burden on poor and vulnerable groups arising out of
catastrophic hospital episodes and ensure their access to quality health s ervices was
conceived.

1 It wi Il have of fer a benefit cover of Rs. 500,000 per family per year data (approx. 50 crore
beneficiaries). PM -JAY will cover medical and hospitalization expense s for almost all
secondary care and most of tertiary care procedures.
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The program certainly has a g ood intent of giving the best of the medical services at lowest
prices to the economically weaker, deprived sections of the society. The program is fraught with
many challenges that can hinder its outcome.

1. Finance: Ataboutl. 3% of the nationalincome,| n di a & $ic h@althbare spending between
2008 and 2015, has virtually remained stagnant. It is a herculean task to implement a
scheme that could potentially cost Rs 5 lakh per person and benefit 53.7 crore out of Ind i ads
121 cr ore citizenry, or roughlyab out44%of t he countryds popul ation.
healthcare expenses has been known to increase fas ter than general inflation, the problem
is likely to get worse in the future.

2. Doctor -Density Ratio:  The WHO reports the doctor -density ratio in Ind ia at 8 pe r 10,000
people. To achieve such access, merely increasing the number of primary and secondary
healthcare centres is not enough. Access should be equitable. Infrastructure creation and
guantity of healthcare  centres sh ould go hand -in-hand.

3. Popul ist measur es of the government: The idea of bringing the Above Poverty Line (APL)
population in the unorgani  sed sector under ambit of scheme has been a bone of contention.
A sizeable part would remain uninsured fi mostly lower -midd le class and middle -class
ho useholds whose income -earning members work in the unorganised sector. The high cost

of insurance as compared to PMJAY would deter this section from being insured.

4. Lack of level playing field between the public and pr ivate hospi tals : This has been a
major concern as public hospitals would continue receiving budgetary support. This would
dissuade the private play ers from actively participating in the scheme.

5. Additional incentives to the private players: The settingup hospitalsi n the underserved
areas by p rivate pla yers can happen when there are incentives from the State. Lack of this
would maintain status quo o f last mile medical care which is in shackles.

6. Improper support infrastructure of IT: The programme is being rolled out hurriedly, even
before the necessary systems and processes have been developed fully and tested for their
robustness. Thishasledtoc ontinued Out of Pocket Expenditure for the poor pushing many
into poverty.

Other Concerns
1 The crucial dete rminantof PMJ AY 8 s s uc c e s statd gowr snmemttlevel ds gublic
health is a state subject.
1 The experience from previous centrally  -sponsored schemes is that line ministries have often
created too many requirements and required excessive standardisat ion, thereb y stressing
on top -down appr oach.

Way Forward:
1 The APL population need not be included immediately but, say, in a couple of years.
1 Focus on health insurance penetration for the APL for time -being .
1 The budgetary support being granted to public hospitals ¢ an be given as incentives to
private p layers in underserved areas.
1 The National Health Authority set up as an independent authority shou Id provide for less
interference from the government, thereby encouraging private players to participa te.

1 A binding poli cy commitment is imperative so as to r educe policy uncertainty and enable
investments in hospital infrastructure.

Conclusion:

T PM-JAY seeks to accelerate I ndiads progress towar (
Coverage (UHC) and Sustain able Development G oal 6 3 (SDG3).
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Q) The era of spe cialisation has its own achi evements b ut it has also created narrow
reductionist viewpoints on environment and nature. Comment. (250 words)
The hindu

Why this quest ion

Specializatiorof fields of educationand professionis an evergrowing phenomena.The article
discussesvhat it entailsfor the societyin terms of technologicabind economigorogressand what
areits effectsin termsof our interactiontowards nature.

Directive word

Commert here we haveto expressour knowledgeand understandingof the issueand form an
overallopinionthereupon.

Key demand of the question.

Thequestionwants us to expressour knowledgeand understandingabout the pros and consof
specializatiorthat we havewitnessedsincethe onsetof moderneconomiesndexpresur opinion
asto howit affectsour understandingaswell asresponsdowardsnature.

Structure  of the ans wer

Introduction ¢ write afewintroductorylinesabou the growingimportanceof specializatiorike
in the fieldsof medicine managementyesearctetc.

Body -

Discusswhy specializationhas occurredin the modern society.e.g With greater and deeper
developmentof variousfields of sciencetechnologyand eventhe social sciencesspecialisationis
inevitableand evennecessaryn the contemporaryworld. Thishasyieldedmanyimportant, even
life-savingresultsetc.

Discusghe perils of specidization. E.git leadsmembersof the knowledgeindustryto seelittle
beyondtheir bulwarks;Theworld viewsof highlyspecialisedlomainsare often sodistinctthat they
have creatednot only disparateparadigmsbut distinct worlds; It, therefore,becomes difficult or
impossiblefor an ecanomistto appreciatethe importanceand valueof biodiversityor why its lossis
a major casualty(unlesshe or shetries to monetiseit), or for an engineerto understandwhy
decentralisedsolar power that allows greater democratisationamong local commuirities is an
opportunityto be grabbedinsteadof installinglarge solar parksby megacorporations;corporate
interests,personalpromotion, careerismand panderingto their own vestedinterestscreate elite
networksof corruptionetc.

Conclusionbasedon yourdiscussionform a fair anda balancedconclusioron the givenissue.

Introduction:
1 Polymaths are people who have excelled in diverse pursuits, and several of those polymaths
left us with some very practical advi ce on how to succeed.
1 With afocus o n expertise, polymaths are b ecoming ra re in the 21st century. Specialisation
in various fields like medicine, management, sports etc. has led to ivory towers in each field
which has led to least concern for externalities of specialisation.

People like Leonardo da Vinci (arti st and hel icopter designer), Benjamin Franklin (founding
father, inventor, and all -around lady -killer), Pa ul Robeson (scholar, athlete, actor, and civil rights
activist), and even Steve Jobs ( engineer, businessman extraordinaire , and marketing mastermind)
are few ex amples of Polymaths.

Body:
1 We live in an age where deep -specialization is highly encouraged. T  he more deeply you
specialize, the wealthier your prospects are is the common belief.
Specialisation and its achievement S:

1 They have in -depth knowle dge of the subject matter.
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They can allocate all of their attention and focus on one field.

They are regar ded as experts in the field, and can act as consultants.

The achievements in t he field of medicine like vaccines against E pidemics, minimum
invasive s urgeries, cadaver transplantations has helped save many lives.

1 Engineers have helped developed technologie s which helped world see many industrial

=A =8 =4

revolutions and currently at the cusp of IR4.0
Perils of Specialisation on Env ironment and Nature:
1 Itlead s members of the knowledge industry to see little beyond their bulwarks.
i Theydve been t augartr otwol yf otchuast stoheny candt | ook at
angles.
f With increasing specialisation, there are experts who do not understand the connectio  ns

between knowledge systems and ways of knowing. This leads to lack of ability to see big
picture solutio ns.

1 The lust for power could see how specialised intellectuals as acco mplices of political elites
are prone to confuse the ir private interest with pub lic intere st.

1 In a developing country like India, there is a need for welfare state, and if specialists ar e
policymakers, it can further impoverish the poor.

1 for a specialised engineer to understand why decentralised solar power that allows greater

democra tisation a mong local communities is an opportunity to be grabbed instead of
installing large solar parks by mega-corporations becomes difficult.

1 Thecase of 3 - Parentbaby or D esigner baby: It also makes it near impossible for a molecular
biologist to unde rstand tha t more targeted and improved ways to cut and paste DNA is not
the point being made by those conc  erned about genetically modified organisms. It is about
ownership, bio diversity, science and soils fi cross-cutting domains that super -specialists
will not be ab le to see.

1 Renewable energy experts call for more biomass plantations, others worry about the

displacement of farmers, the reduction of food production and the loss o f biodiversity.

Way Forward:
Need for Polymaths:
1 Thereis aneedtolookinto cross-disciplinary and interdisciplinary knowledge rather than
silo views.
1 His/Her many spheres of knowled  ge can create a syncretic world view that contributes to a
broad persp ective.
1 An easy ability to see connectedness among m ultiple domains of knowledge  of the na tural
world and human interaction.
1 Spreading knowledge little around can be a great path to inno vation
Case Study: Biomimicry looks to nature for solutions to mode rn problems @ after all, Mother
Earth has had 3.8 bi llionyearstoworkoutall  the design kinks. Biomimetics requires practitioners
to be more than engineers, more than biologists, more t han ecologists, more than designers, and
more than inventors. In tru e polymathic fashion, they must inhabit the mindfram e of all of the
above. Andi ncredible i nnovati on has come out of the field: a
design inspiration fo  r velcro; the brilliantly  -hued blue wings of a Morpho butterfly insp ired a better
television display; fabrics and paint that dramatically cut down d rag were i nspired by shark skin.
Francis Crick, who discovered the structure of DNA, was originally a physicist; he claimed
this background gave him the confidence to s ol ve problems that biologists

Conclusion:
1 Although the world needs sp  ecialists, there is a need to make them specialised generalists.
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Q) De spite the RTE Act being more than a decade old, educational outcomes in India

continue to rema  in poor. Examine. (250 words )
Livemint

Why this questio n

Theatrticle discusseshe result of the ASEReport and delvesdeepinto a problemlong faced by
education sector in India which is poor learning outcomes.Understandingthe causesof this
problemsalongwith possilke mitigation strategiesisimportant.

Key demand of the questio n

Thequestionexpectsusto bring out the findingsof the aserreport whichagainhighlightsthe poor
learningoutcomesamong Indian children.Thereafter,we needto discusghe reasonswhy it is so
includingthe issuesvith RTEAct. Finally,we needto discussolutionsto the issue

Directive wor d

Examine; Whenyouare askedio examine youhaveto probedeepelinto the topic, getinto details,
andfind out the causesr implicationsif any.

Structure  of the answe r

Introduction ¢ Highlightthat the the latest AnnualStatusOf Educaton Report2018 (Rural)or
ASERO018holdsa mirror to a countrythat is aspiringto be a knowledgepower.

Body

Highlightin detail the findings of the ASERreport which would reflect the magnitudeof learning
outcomesn the country¢ ASEReport showsindian childrenhavea hugelearningdeficit. Thehighly
respectedannual report, which collecteddata from 596 districtsin India, showsthat onein two
students(50.3%)in Indianschooldackbasicreadingability not just of their own grade but also of
those of three levelsbelow. Thisis a 2.2 percentagepoint increasecomparedwith the situationin
2014andadip of 3.1percerage pointscomparedwith 2010. Thesituation with regardto arithmetic
isequallyabysmat just44.1%of classVllistudentscando simpledivison. Thisstrikerate isalmost
sameasin 2014and4 percentagepointslesswhencomparedwith 2012

Explainthe measuresakenbythe govenmentto improvethe situationsuchasthe RTEAct,schemes
suchasa t | BikatBadhe. K | Ndpartérama G I éffris. Q

Discusshe impactof suchmeasuresandissuesnvolvedtherein

Conclusion 9 Giveyourviewanddiscusthe way forward.

Introdu ction :

The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2018 has been published by education non -
profit organiza tion Pratham . The latest report collected data from 596 districts by surveying
546,527 students from 354,944 hom es. The survey shows the pre valence of learning deficit and
the poverty of basic reading and arithmetic skills among students in In dian schools . the
latest ASER 2018 holds a mirror to a country that is aspiring to be a knowledge power

Body :
The highlights o f the repo rt are :
1 Poor reading skills: Indian students, especially those in elementary school (Classes | -
VIIl), are not learning enough . Only half (50.3%) of all students in Class V can read texts

meant for Class Il students
 There seems to have been some improvemen t in learning levels, especially among

students of Class Ill and Class V , iIn 2018 compared wit  h those of the previous five ye  ars.
However, the improvement is not visible at a higher level, for example among students of
Class VIII .

1 Poor Arithmetic skills:  While 40% of Class VIII students in government schools can do
simple division, the figure is 54  .2% in private schools
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f Unequal outcomes: In Himachal Pradesh, the growth in reading ability is nearly 8
percentage pointsa nd in Chhattisgarh and Odish aitisar ound 7 percentage points between
2016 and 2018
1 Private Schools still favoured: While 30.9% of students in the 6 -14 age group were in
private schools in 2018, the figure was 30.6% in 2016 and 30.8% in 2014. This is les s than
a percentage point gr owth since 2014 .
The above findings of the ASER report would reflect the magnitude of learning outcomes in the
country .

The ABCs of the report

» Only 50.3% of all Class V students can read texts
meant for Class I|

» Reading ability among such students has jumped 10
percentage points in Kerala, 8 percentage points in
Himachal Pradesh and 7 percentage points in
Chhattisgarh and Odisha since 2016

P The learning deficit is prevalent across government
and private schools

P The percentage of private school enrolment in 6-14 .
age group has been around 30% in the last five years

» The dependence on private schools is much higher than the national
average in states such as Manipur (70.4%) and Haryana (55.3%)

P Over 180 million students are in elementary schools; adding secondary
levels, the figure is 240 million

Concerns over the poor quality of education and its effects on the workforce of the country

f

{1 This poor learn ing outcome in Indiaisdesp ite the Ri ghtto Education (RTE) Act having been
in force since April 2010 making eight years of educa tion compulsory for childr  en.

1 The Centre has floated many schemes such as OoPadhe Bharat Badhe Bharat &6, apart
statestd effo

1 Access to elementary (c lasses |-VIII) schooling is almost universal and the number
of children out of schools is below 4% , but a quality deficit , that too for more than a
decade, raises questions about the priorities of governments at the central and state levels .

1 Lastyear,the World Ban k said Indians born today are likely to be just 44% productive
as workers, way below their A sian peers .

1 |1 ndidemogr aphic dividend depends on the learning level of students . The quality of
education has a direct bear ing on any economy

1  With som e 240 mill ion students or nearly 20% of the Indian population in school, their
quality of learning or  lack of it assumes signifi  cance for the competitiveness of the country

T It has an impact on the quality of life, efficiency at the workplace, and labour p  roductivit y
issues .

Way forward

1 The Government must insist on fixing teachersd accacwandolabnd!| i ty
learning ou tcome -based recognition for all schools , be it public or private schools

1 Leveraging the ICT to make education more interesting and easier to understand for
the children. This will improve the quality as well as reduce the drop -out rates .

1 Increase the public spending on education to 6% of GDP as recommended by many
committees like the recent TSR Subraman iam committee

7 Improve the quality of teacher  education by making teacher training
mandatory. Example : National Council for Teache r Education Act amendment
bill , Diksha portal to train teachers

1 Teachers are rarely reprimanded for non -performance, while th ere are recommendations

for removal of non -detention policy. The blame is squarely on the children, such an
attitude must be wiped  out.
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1 Teacher s d wlfiniprowe withadministrative incentives, better pay and a systematic
change in the professional  development of this cohort

{ Education policy in India is focused on inputs rather than learning outcomes; It has a
strong elitist bias in favour of higher education as opposed to primary or secondary
education. This needs a change by coming out with a new policy .

Conclusion

1 Despite the short comings in its implementation, the Right to Education Act remains a
remarkable achievement.  While concerns regarding q uality of education of the children
remain, the Act offers a first step towards an educational syste m in India that
provides access, equit y and inclusion for all children. A quantum jump in the education
sector is the need of the  hour. The time is now to focus on the quality of education

Q)Skill ndia needs a sharp realignment i f it 1is
life chances. Discuss. (250 words )
The hindu

Why this questio n

It hasbeen4 yearssinceskillindiamissiorhasbeenlaunchedandthe problemthat it tried to resolve
with respecto emplbymentremains.Thereisa needto asessthe provisionf the skillIndiamission
anddiscusghe way forward.

Key demand of the questio n

Thequestionexpectsus to analyzethe scope,objectiveand provisionsof the skill India mission,
assessts achieeementsofar and examinewhether the missionrequiresa coursecorrectionbetter
achieveits aims. Finally,we needto providea fair and balancedconclusionand discusghe way
forward.

Directive wor d

Discusg Thisis an all-encompassinglirective¢ you haveto debateon paperby goingthrough the
details of the issuesconcernedby examiningeachone of them. Youhaveto give reasas for both
for andagainstarguments

Structure  of the answe r

Introduction ¢ Highlightthat it hasbeen4 yearssincethe missionwas introducedand disaiss
its objectives

Body
Explainthe measuregakensofar underskillIndiamissian

1 introducedthe National SkillsQualification Framework(NSQF)This organisesall qualifications
accordingto a seriesof levelsof knowledge skillsand aptitude, just like classesn generalacademic
education

9 EstablisheSectorSkillCouncil§SSCsnchoringskillcourses
Discusshe resultof thesemeasuresandthe reformsrequired

1 needfor more holistic training and the needto re-examinethe narrow, shortterm NSQF
basedNSD@oursedo includeskillsin broaderoccupationgroups,sothat traineesare skilled
enoughto competeat the internationalleve

9 unlike for generalacademiceducation,which requiresthe completionof certain levelsof
certificationbeforefurther progressionis permitted, there is no cleardefinition of the course
curriculumwithin the NSQRhat enablesupwardmaobility.

1 Theresnoconnectiorofthe tertiary levelvocationalcoursego prior realknowledgeof theory
or practicalexperiencen a vocationd field, makingalignmentwith the NSQfneaningless

i Effortsto introducenew Bachelorof Vocation and Bachelorof Skillscoursesvere made,but
the alignmentof theseUGCapprovedBachelomf Vocationcoursesvashalf-hearted
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Thereis no real alignmentbetweenthe HumanResourc®evelopmenMinistry (responsibldor the
schoolevelandBachelo of Vocationcoursesandthe Ministry of SkillDevelopmen{respmsiblefor
nonschool/nonuniversityrelatedvocationalcouseg

Discusghe coursecorrection required by bringing out the recommendationf ShardaPrasad
committee

Conclusion ¢ Giveyourviewanddiscusghe way forward.

Introduction

Skill India mission was launched in 2015 with a target of tra ining and skill development
to 400 mil lion by 2022, covering each and every village. The main goal is to create opportunities,
space and scope for the development of the talents of the Indian youth. To identify new sectors

for skill development. Various sc  hemes are also proposed to a chieve thi s objective .

Body :
Since the inception of Skill India mission, there are many measures tak enunderi t
1 Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PM KVY)
1 Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana & National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY -NULM)
1 Director General of Train ing & Modu lar Employable Skills (DGT -MES)
1 Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojan a
1 National Ski Il Qualification Framework (NSQF )
71 National Skill De velopment Corporation (NSDC )
1 National Skill Development Agenc vy
1 Aajeevika o National Rural Livelihoods Mis  sion (NRLM )
f Atal Innovation Missio n
1 Startup Indi a
The impacts of the above schemes inthe last 4 yea rs are:
1 NSQF recognises prior learning , through whi ch an estimated 20 million school

dropouts can get a second chance
1 There is a substantial increase in th e number o f people who were skilled in FY17 and

FY18. Notably, the rise is phenomenal, it has risen more than four times, from over 3.5 lakh
people in FY17 to nearly 16 lakh people in FY18

1 About 30% of the skilled persons have found jobs under the mission in FY2018 .

1 With nearly 55 percent successful placements , the Short -Term Training Program
(STT) unde r PMKVY (2016 -20) has successfully trained over 13 lakh candidates

1 Approximately 76 percent of the candidates have been placed in wage
employment and 24 pe rcent plac ed in self -employment/ entrepreneurship

1 Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) is designed f or those who already have a job or are
self- employed and require up  -skilling and certification for better prospects. Till date, more

than 4.5 lakh candidat  es have be en certified under this component of PMKVY (2016 -20).
Issues in implementatio  n of Skill In dia Mission :

1 The targets allocated are very high and without regard to any sectoral requirement.
Everybody was chasing numbers w ithout providing employment to the you th or meeting
sectoral industry needs

1 The focus of PMKVY has been largely on the short -term skill courses , resulting in low
placements. There has been an over emphasis on this scheme and hence it is seen as the
answer to all skill -related issues .

1 The Comp troller and Auditor General (CAG) has pointed out flaws in the design and
operations of th e NSDC and National Skill Development Fund which has resulted in falling
short of skill development goals. Majority of them also could not achieve the place ment
targe ts for the trained persons

1 The Sharada Prasad Committee , held the NSDC respo nsible for po or implementation of
the Standard Training Assessment and Reward (STAR) programme . It highlighted
that only 8.5 per cent of the persons trained were able to get emplo yment . That is
what has been claimed by NSDC

1 The Report also cites ¢serious conflictofi nterests 6 i n the functioning
Development Corporation. NSDC has not been able to discharge its responsibili ties for
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setting up sector s kill counc ils (SSCs ) owing to lots of instances of serious conflict of
interest and une thical practi ces.

1 The skilling courses are not in line with the Industrial Revolution 4.0 which is round the
corner .

1 There have been apprehen sionson howmany ofthe 11. 7 million trained in the pasttwo
years are really in jobs

The following reforms requi  red are :

1 Need for Holistic training: need for more holistic training and the need to re -examine the
narrow, short -term NSQF -based NSDC course s to include skills in broad er occupat ion
groups, so that trainees are skilled enough to compete at the internation al level .

1 Need for clear demarcations: Unlike for general academic education, which requires the
completion of certain levels of certificatio n before further progression is permit ted, there is
no clear definition of the course curriculum within the NSQF th at enables up ward mobility

1 Need for linkage:  There is no connection of the tertiary level vocational courses to prior
real knowledge of theo ry or practical experiencei navocati onal field, making alignment with
the NSQF meaningless

1 Need of Political wil  I: Efforts to introduce new Bachelor of Vocation and Bachelor of Skills
courses were made, but the alignment of these UGC -approved Bachelor o fVocation courses
was half -hearted .

1 Need for Ministerial Co -ordination:  There is no real alignment between the Hum an
Resource D evelopment Ministry (responsible for the school level and Bachelor of Vocation
courses) and the Ministry of Skill Development (r esponsible for non -school/no n-universi ty-
related vocational courses )

1 Need for incentivization: Incentivise employer s to offer ap prentice schemes that ensure
skill training programmes are in sync with indus

1 Need for survey: Indian governm ent needs to conduct surveys , once every five years,
through the National Sample Survey Office to collect data on s kill provider s and skill gaps
by sector. Such data can guide evidence  -based policy -making .

 Sharada Prasad committee recommendations

o Create a sound and well defined Nati onal Vocat ional Education and Training

System of the country which should ensure the fo llowing:: -
A At the secondary school level, the children should be sensitized about the
dignity of labour, world of work and career options but vocational education

and tr aining sho uld start only after 10 years of schooling which is the case in
most of the developed wo rld.
A Every child should be given an option to go for higher vocational education
and training
o Create National Labour Market Infor mation System, National Occu pational
Standards, National Competency Standards, National Training Standards,
National Accredita  ti on Standards, National Assessment Standards and National
Certification Standards and align them to the International Standards
o Ministry of Skill Developmen tand Entr epreneurship should become the owner of all

National Vocational Education and Training S tandards and get them developed
though intense industry involvement
o Set up state of the art Vocational Education and Training Col leges to impart

vocational e ducation a nd training with a clear objective of meeting the skills needs
of the industry and provi  ding employment to youth

o In-plant apprenticeship training should be made an integral part of the Vocational
Education and Trainin g for all trainees

o Theindu stry must come together to contribute towards a National Skill Development
Fund .

o All diploma college s and ITls should be renamed as VETCs and their capacities
should be enhanced to about 500 trainees per annum

o There should be o ne Skill Development Centre (SDC) ina cluster of about 10  -12
villages , which would provide skills to the you th sothatthey can access employment
opportunities in the local economy

o The state of Gujarat has already set up a good number of such SDCs called
Kaushal Vardhan Kendras whi ch are doi ng excellent work
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o The two existing Acts i.e. Apprentices Act, 1961 and The Employment Exc hanges
(Compulsory Notification of Vacancies) Act, 1959 should be repealed and a new
Vocational Education and Training Act (VETA ) should be enacted
Conclus ion :

9 India is one of the youngest nations. Its median age is 27.3.
1 AsIndia aims to have one of the strongest economic growth stories in the 21st century, it

becomes vital for it ensure it growing workforce is capable to handle the incoming
disruptions and  find suit able jobs .
T Skill development hol ds the klygompetitivelecodriomyasdthe ut ur
demographic dividend it hopes to reap
Case Study: India could learn a lesson from Germany, which imparts skills in just 340 occupation
groups. Vocationa | education must be imparted in broadly defined occupational skills, so that if job
descript i ons <change over a youthds career, she is ab

changing job roles .

Q) DAY -NRLM has played a significant role in reducing poverty in India, in the recent
years. Discuss. (250 words )
Pib

Directive wor d

Discuss this is an all-encompassinglirectivewhich mandatesus to write in detail about the key
demandof the question.we also haveto discussabout the related and impartant aspectsof the
guestionin orderto bring out a conplete pictureof the issuein hand

Key demand of the question .

Thequestionwantsusto write in detailaboutthe DA¥YNRLMandthe role playedby the programme
in reducingpoverty in India. We have to highlight the aim of the programme and the recent
achevementsvhichhavehelpedin reducingpovertyin India

Structure  of the answe r

Introduction ¢ write a few introductorylinesaboutthe DA¥NRLM E.gDA¥NRLMis aimedat
alleviationof rural poverty through buildingsustainablecommunityinstitutionsof the poor. It seeks
to mobilizeabout9 crorehouseholdsnto SHGsndlinkthemto sustainabé livelihoodopportunities
by building their skillsand enablingthem to accessformal sourcesof finance, entitlementsand
servicedrom both publicand private sectors

Body -
Discussn pointsthe achievement®f the programmein recentyears.Eg

f  Missin Footprintunderwhich additional blockshave beencoveredunderthed L y G Sy & A @S ¢
strategy.

1 Communityinsttution BuildingunderwhichSelfHelpGroup(SHGsacrosshe countryhave
beenmobilized

Financialnclusiorby givingloansto SHGs

FinanciaServicein RemoteAreas:stepshavealsobeentakento promotealternatemodels
for deliveryof financialsevices About 3050 SHGnembershavebeendeployedas Banking
Correspondent®gents (BCA) to provide last mile financial servicesincluding deposit,
credit, remittance, disbursementof old age pensionsand scholarships,payment of
MGNREG#agesand enrolment underinsuranceand pensionschemes

1 Mabhila KisanShashaktikararPariyojanaand Value Chainlnitiatives:In orderto promote
agro-ecobgicalpracticesthat increasevomen¥ I NJYirgdhdeaddreducetheir input costs
andrisksetc.

Conclusion ¢ basedon your discussionform a fair anda balancedconclusioron the givenissue
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Introducti  on:

1 Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana d National Liveliho  ods Mission (NRLM)  was launched by
the Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) in June 2011

1 The mission aims to reduce po verty by enabling the poor households to access gainful
self -employment and skilled wa ge employment opportunities, resulting in appreciab le
improvement in their livelihoods on a sustainable basis, through building strong
grassroots institutions of the poor

1 NRLM seeks to reach out to 8 -9 crore rural poor households and organize one woman
me mber from each household into affinity -based women SHGs and federations at
village level and at higher levels

1 The poor would be facilitated to achieve increased accesst o their rights, entitlements
and public services, diversified risk and better social i ndicators of empowerment

1 It is envisaged that the intensive and continuous capacity building of rural poor
women will ensure their social, economic and political empower ment and development

Body :

The pace of reduction of poverty in India has speeded up inrecentyearsas perthe Global
Multi -dimensional Poverty Index 2018 as also the note published by the Brookings
Institution.  The mission has taken up signi  ficant programmes in the previous years

Universality
f  Mission Footprint: 2411 addit ional blocks have been covered under the dntensive 6
strategy. Cumulatively, the Mission is being implemented in 5,123 blocks spread across
612 districts of 29 States and 5 Union Territories (UTs)

1  Community Inst itution Building: Between April 2014 and N ovember 2018, more than 3
crore rural poor women have been mobilized into 9 lakh Self Help Group (SHGS) across
the country. Cumulatively, more than 5.63 crore women have been mobilized into more
than 49.7 lakh SHGs

Financial Services
1 Financial Inclusio n: Cumulatively, Rs.1.96 lakh crore worth of bank credit has been
leveraged by the SHGs during the last five years. The quality of the portfolio has also shown

a marked i mprovement with NPA declining to 2.64% in th e currentyear. Thisisa  result of
sustai ned efforts made by the states to promote timely repayment of loans by the
SHGs.

1 Financial Services in Remote Areas: During this period, steps have also been taken to

promote alternate models for delivery of fina ncial services. About 3050 SHG members hav e
been deployed as Banking Correspondents Agents (BCAS) to provide last mile financial
services.

Inclusive Services
1 Mabhila Kisan Shashaktikaran Pariyojana and Value Ch ain Initiatives: In order to
promote agro -ecological practices that increase women far mer s® income and
input costs and risks, the Mission has been implementing MKSP

Community Livelihood Pro fessionals: Apropos to the directions given by NITI Aayog in
2016, profiles of more than 1.99 lakh community members have been digitised. The CRPs
have been trained and deployed to provide support to the community institutions in a
variety of themes, such  as book keeping, training and capacity building, fi nancial service s

Non -Farm Livelihoods

1 Start -up Village Entrepreneurship Programme: DAY-NRLM has been promoting SVEP to
promote and strengthen rural start -ups in the non -farm and off -farm sector. The str ategy
is to promote knowledge about business feasib ility, management and to provide access to

loan finance for start -up as well as scalin  g-up the existing enterprise

www.insightsonindia.com 93 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/

SECURE SYNOPSIS "’

f Aajeevika Grameen Express Yojana (AGEY): was launched in August 2017 to provide safe,
affordable and community monitored rural transport s ervices to connect remote rural
villages .

Assessment :

7 Independent Assessment of DAY -NRLM: During January to March 2017, the Institute

of Rural Management Anand (IRMA) carried out an independent assessment of design,
strategy and impacts of DAY -NRLM.

Conc lusion

1 DAY-NRLM is a vital scheme which is imperative in the view of continuous mons oon failures

and agrarian distress seen in recent years in Rural India.

1 The scheme helps in sustainable development of the rural people with skilling, job

creation and alt  ernative livelihoods across genders.
1 The key to success of DAY  -NRLM lies at the core of its successful implementation at
the grass -roots level

Q) Frontline government workers such as Anganwadi workers, teachers, nurses etc
face issues in  their working conditions which need to be alleviated for better social

sector indicators. E ~ xamine. (250 words )
Indianexpress

Why this questio n

Thearticle examinesthe issuesfaced by frontline governmentworkersand the impact that such
issueshave on achievemenif socialdevelopmentalgoals. Thearticle providesfiller material for
aforementioned topic as well as providesan understandingas to governmentservicedeliveryis
foundlackingat times

Key demand of the questio n

Thequestionexpectsusto examinethe issuesacedby frontline servicedeliveryworkersand the
impactit hason achievement of socialdevelopmengoals.Thereafter we needto bring out howto
changestatusquoand provideway forward.

Directive wor d

Examineg; Whenyouare askedio examine youhaveto probedeeperlinto the topic, getinto details,
andfind out the causesor implicationsif any .

Structure of the answe r

Introduction ¢ Explainthe role that suchfrontline governmentworkers play in government
servicedelivery

Body
Discusshe issuedacedby suchworkers

1 Anganwadiworkers ¢ lack of infrastructure, poor training, interminable bureaucratic
reporting responsibilities,no supportive supervisio, absenceof clear accountability
structureg(to the communitythey serveaswellasto the higherups),poorgrievane redress
mechanism&ndfor a majority, lessthan commensurateemuneration. Theseconcernsare
usually coveredup in the narrative of rampant absenteeismand poor attention to core
responsibilities

1 Teacherg low salary,poorinfrastructure temporaryvspermanentstatusetc

Discusghe impactit hasdelivery of governmentservices; L y R &bHit@té achieveits SDGr to
havea healthy skilledworkforcethat contributestowards economigprogressor socialand human
developmentlependgo alargeextentonthe performanceof teachersnursesanganwadworkers,
panchayatsecretariesand PWDstaff. Thatis perhapswhy they have beenat the receivingend of
the criticismfor shortfallsin the countryQ socialindicators.Unfortunately,while the blameis easily
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apportionedthereisnot enoughattention paidto the conditionsunderwhichtheywork or the value
that is attributed to their work.

Discus$iow the situationcanbeimproved
Conclusion 9 Giw a fair andbalancedopinionand discussvay forward.

Introduction
Frontline workers providing basic se rvices through various government programmes
form the backbone of t hlewelfar® systenn y .6 $he wanoasi #ontline
workers ensure health, n  utrition, well  -being, education and all round development of every
child and her parentto  ensure better hu  man development
There is not enough attention paid to the conditions under w  hich they work  or the value

that is attributed to their work

Body :

The frontline government workers are the true implementers of the various welfare
schemes and public service delivery. They work at the grass -roots level, thus aware of n  eeds of the
citizens® better, ther eblackxaléecion.g as a pri mary feed

The issues faced by such workers are
1 Lowsalary :

o Anganwadi workers provide a long list of services, ranging from teaching pre -
schoolers to visiting homes of young children fo r nutrition and health
counselling . Despite that, these workers  get about Rs 5,000 a month, which is less
than the minimum wages

o Despite the importance of the work, their positions are considered ¢honorary 6 and
their emoluments kept out of all norms of mi nimum wages and pay grades

o Government school teachers with salaries presumed at Rs 40 -50,000 a month and
upwards, their lack of commitment to teaching is seen as unpardon able.

1 Delay in funds allocation
o Salaries delayed: A study of six states by the Centr e for Equity Studies in
2016 revealed that 35 per cent of the workers had not received their previous
mont hds .sal ary

o Inadequate funds to run the program at ground -level: 50 per cent of the workers
felt that the funds they received for running the day -to-day activities of the centre
were inadequate .

o Spending at Own Cost: 40 per cent reported spending their own money to keep

the centrefds activities going
f Overburdened
o Low financial allocations to the education sector (about 3% of GDP) have meant that
state governments cannot afford to  hire teachers at the Pay Commission scales
o Over the years, they have hired fewer teachers, leading to huge vacancies and
overburdening the hi  red teachers .
o There are no fixed timings of work and this upsets their work -life bala nce.
o Theanganwadi, schoolt eachersare saddledwitha hostof administrative work like
election duties, census work etc
1 Poor Infrastructure
o Infrastructure is a major co  ncern. The lack of buildings or dilapidated buildings
poses grave threats to workers  as well as the children pati  ents etc .
o To add to this, basic facilities like electricity, drinking water, sanitation, internet
connectivity is mostly absent
o Lackofadequa te training facilities lead to poor -quality work, increased risk to the
service - receivers.
1 Job Insecurity
o Most of them are hired as contractua |

o The RTE banned contract teachers; non -regular teachers were no longer referred
to as contract or para teachers , but in fact continue to function as such
o Their contracts are  Qpermanent O , b u tr tertmé are not that of a regular

government employee .
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o The

lack of safe work environment makes

harassments
Impacts of such issues faced by the f  rontline workers result  in

w

them wvulnerable to sexual

1 Rampant absenteeism
1 Poor attention to core responsibiliti es.
1 Lack of commitment to work
1 Corruption and bribery to satiate their needs
1 Strikes, protest and unrest
 Poor Human Development Indicators like high IMR, MMR, wasting, stunting and
underweight .
1 High levels of preventable diseases incidences like polio, TB etc.
1 Poor quality of education outcome as shown in ASER survey
Way Forward

1 Government
respectively

spending on educa tion and health must be increased to 6% and 4%

as recommended by many expert committees

 Timely allocation of funds must be done tore duc e

pockets .

! Salaries must be uniform and fixed across the country
recommendations. The salaries must be disbursed on fixed date of month

 Use of NSQF for Trainings and certifications
laws. Intermittent trainings must be provided

themselves updated with new trends

spending from

based on pay commission

must be mandate d as per existing
for the frontline workers to keep

1 Measures like RTI, Social Audit, Citiz ens Charters can help keep a check on such delays
as accountability of government in creases .

1 Increase digital penetration to reduce administrative overhead and planning of
activities  to coincid e with cultural calendar of the region

1 Infrastructure can impr oved by col | aborating with the NGO®&s
companies and philanthropi sts.

1 Grievance Redressal Mechanism to address the woes of the frontline workers

Conclusion

T I ndi ad stoadhievkits SGs ortohave a healthy skilled workforce that contributes

towards economic progress or social and human development depends to a large extent on

the performance of teachers, nurses, anganwadi workers, panchayat secretaries and PWD
staff. Thus, a closer look at their governance architectures is necess

Q) The ASER report highlights that there is a need for innovation i

in India. Comment.
Reference

(250 words )

Why this questio n

ary.

n education sector

The ASEReport highlightswhat we alreadyknow about the status of learning outcomesin the
country. What we R 2 ykfxiv is how to correct the situation and improve learning outcomes
amongstour children.Thearticleexploresnanysuggestionsvhichwouldhelpinimprovinglearning
outcomesand needto bediscussed

Key demand

of the questio n

Thequestionexpectsusto highlightthe findingsof ASEReport, discussts implicationand suggest
what kind of innovationwould improvethe statusof educationin our country.

Directive wor d

Structure of the answer

Introduction
Body

¢ Explainaboutthe findingsof the aserreport.

Discusshe implicationsof the findingsof the aserreport.

Highlightthe reasondor poorlearningoutcomesn the country.
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Discussuggestiongor improvingthe learningoutcomes

1 Givesuggestionsuchasemployingadministratorsto reducethe burdenof administrativework
onteaches

1 Upgradeinfrastructureof schoolsetc

Conclusion ¢ Emphasizenthe needfor improvinglearningoutcomesand discusavay forward.

Introduction

The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2018 has been published by education
non -profit organization Pratham . The latest repor t collected data from 596 districts by
surveying 546,527 students from 354,944 homes. The survey shows the prevalence of
learning deficit and the poverty of basic reading and arithmetic skills among students in
Indian schools

Body :

The highlights of A SER 2018 are :

The ABCs of the report

» Only 50.3% of all Class V students can read texts
meant for Class ||

P Reading ability among such students has jumped 10
percentage points in Kerala, 8 percentage points in
Himachal Pradesh and 7 percentage points in
Chhattisgarh and Odisha since 2016

P The learning deficit is prevalent across government
and private schools

P The percentage of private school enrolment in 6-14 . _
age group has been around 30% in the last five years

» The dependence on private schools is much higher than the national
average in states such as Manipur (70.4%) and Haryana (55.3%)

» Over 180 million students are in elementary schools; adding secondary
levels, the figure is 240 million

The i mplications of the ASER 2018 ar e
T I'ndiads demographic dividend depends on the | ear
f The quality of education has a direct bearing on any economy
1 With some 240 milli on students or nearly 20% of the Indian population in school, their
quality of learning or lack of it assumes significance for the competitiveness of the country

! Ithas an impact on the quality of life, efficiency at the workplace, and labour productivity
issues .

f  The report suggests that India is creating yet another another generation that can hardly
read and write 8 the only difference being that these children spent some years of their lives
in schools .

The reasons for poor learning  outcomes in the co untry ar e
1 Infrastructure deficit
o Dilapidated structures, single -room schools, lack of drinking water facilities,
separate toilets and other educational infrastructure is a grave problem .
1 Corruption and leakages
o The transfer of funds fr om the central to s tate to local governments to school leads
to involvement of many intermediaries
o The fund transfer is drastically reduced by the time it reaches the true beneficiaries .
o High rates of corruption and leakages plague the system, undermine i ts legitimacy
and h arm the many thousands of honest headmasters and teachers
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1 Quality of Teachers
o Lack of well trained, skilled and knowledgeable teachers which provide the
foundation for a  high quality education system
o Teacher shortages and poorly qualified teachers are b oth a cause and effect of poorly
paid and managed teaching cadres
f  Non -Academic burden
o The teachers are overburdened with senseless reports and administrative workload.
This eats into the time which is necessary for teaching
o A study by the National Insti  tute of Education Planning and Administration
(NIEPA) revealed that teachers spend only around 19 percent of their time
teaching while the rest is spent mostly on non -teach ing administrative work
1 Poor s alary :
o Teachers are paid miserly salaries which affec t their interest and dedication to work.
They will look for other avenues like tuitions or coaching centers and coax the
students to attend it
o This has dual effect, firstl y the quality of teaching in schools drop and secondly,
the poor students are forced to spend money despite constitutional provision
of free education
Teacher Absenteeism
o Absence of teachers during school hours is rampant. The lack of accountabilit y and
poor governance structures add to the woes
1 Lack of Accountability
o School Managemen t Committees are largely dysfunctional. Many exist solely on
paper .
o Parents are often not aware of their rights and if they are it is difficult for them to
make their voice heard .
1 High drop -outrates
o The drop -out rates in schools, especially girls, is ver y high .
o Many factors like poverty, patriarchal mindset, lack of toilets in schools, distance to

schools and cultural elements lead to children dropping out from educa tion .

1 School closure

o Many schools are closed to low student strength, lack of teachers an d infrastructure.
The competition posed by private schools is also a major challenge to government
schools .
The situation of learning outcomes can be improved as fo llow s
 Teachers must only teach
1 Employ young people, equip them with a tablet computer a nd let them be cluster
administrators. One cluster of schools consists of around ten schools
1 The cluster administrators will overtake the administrative tasks and en suret hatteachers

and headmasters can focus on academic work

1 Better policies like transp  arent transfer mechanisms, which urgently need upscaling and
strengthening. After adequate teacher positioning, school autonomy and teacher
collaborations have demons trated in many pilots to be the catalyst that transforms the
education system

f Teacherwnscollestives or networks built collaborations and institutional
capacities of teachers .

1 Digitization

1 Createasingle -window system forinfrastructure and mainstrea m fund -flows: InBihar,
only around 10 percent of the schools fulfils infrastructure norms . A study revealed that
files for renovating schools often go on a two -year journey through various departments

1 The same can be applied for teacher salaries and school fun ds. These can be transferred
directly from the State to the teachers and schools. Th ere is no need to involve the District

or Block in this process

1 Leveraging the audio -visual edutainment to make education more interesting and easier
to understand for the  children. This will  improve the quality as well as reduce the drop -
out rates
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T Imple menting bio -metric attendance for teachers and students for every class can help
reduce absenteeism .
1 Empower Scho ol Management Committees by using mobile phones :
o Todevelop asystemthat facilitates School Management Committee members by
fostering democrat ic accountability
o Social audits should also be carried out for effective functioning .

1 The Government must insist onfixing teacher s d inapabticosushodsaabdi | i t y
learning outcome -based recognition for all schools, be it public or private schools

 Better pre -service teacher training coupled with transparent and merit -based
recruitments s a lasting solution f  or teacher quality

1 Improve the quality of teacher educatio n by making teacher training mandatory
Example: National Council for Teacher Educat ion Act amendment bill, Diksha
portal to train teachers

1 Increase the public spending on education to 6% of GDP as recommended by many
committees like the recent TSR Subram aniam committee

1 Teachers are rarely reprimanded for non -performance, while there ar e recommendations

for removal of non -detention policy. Th e blame is squarely on the children, such an attitude
must be wiped out
1 Teachersd6 effi ci enc yadmvnistrative incentives \beaiter pay taid a

systematic change in the professional devel opment of this cohort
1 Education policy in India is focus ed on inputs rather than learning outcomes; It has a
strong elitist bias in favour of higher education as opposed t 0 primary or secondary
education. This needs a change by coming out with a new polic y.
Conclusion
The latest ASER 2018 holds a mirro  r to a country that is aspiring to be a knowledge power.
There is an urgent need to tackle some of the teething pro blems affecting the education in
India. Innovative digital interventions to improvin g the teacher and education quality along

with proper gov  ernance structure can help achieve the true objectives of the Right to Education
as a fundamental right of every chi  Id.

Topic- Mechanismslaws, institutions and Bodig constituted for the protecbn and betterment of these
vulnerable sections

Q) The shocking neglect of child care institutions mu st presents a very sorry state
of affairs. Examine. (250 words)
The hindu

Why this question

Theatrticle discusseghe sorrystate of affairs of child careinstitutionsin the countryand highlights
the findings of the report of a cental governmentreport. It sevesasan eyeopenerandthe status
of suchinstitutions has come under the scannerbecauseof the spate of crimesthat have been
reportedfrom there.

Key demand of the question

Thequestionexpectsus to discusghe state of child careinstitutionsand highlight the findingsof
the committee constitutedby the government.Thereafterwe needto bring out the issuegplaguing
suchinstitutionsand discusghe way forward.

Directive word

Examine; Whenyouare askedio examine youhaveto probedeeperlinto thetopic, getinto details,
and find out the causesor implicationsif any .

Structure  of the answer
Introduction ¢ highlightthe recentincidentsthat havecomeout of suchinstitutions.
Body

Explainthe status quo of suchingditutions. Herewe needto discussthe findings of the certral
governmentommittee
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1 only32%of ChildCarelnstitutionsor Homeswereregisteredunderthe JJActasof 2016 ,while
an equal number were unregistered,and the rest were either empanelledunder other
scheme®r awaiting registration

1 childcarestandaidswere poorin manyinstitutions,sansproperbedding,food and nutrition
andsanitation.

I SomeStateshavetoo few homesgivingauthoritieslittle incentiveto take up casesof children
in distres

Discusshe reasondehindthis state of affairs
9 Highlight what needsto be done

1 priority shouldbeto bringaboutuniformity of standardsand proceduresevolvingcommon
normsfor infrastructure, humanresourcestinancialpracticesand externalaudits.

1 Enforcemenbf standardsand strict actionagainstsuchwrongdoers

Conclusion ¢ highlightthat the mostvulnerablechildrenlive in suchsheltersandthereis a need
to ensurethat their survivalis not at stake.
Introduction:

The recentinciden ts of rampant physicalands  exual abuse of minors andwom  enin childcare
institutions (CCls) and shelter homes in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh reveal how the state as well as

the civil society have failed in their role as protectors and watchdogs.
Body:

The incidents ha ve happened despite the prese nce of stringent laws like Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 (JJ Act) and protective bodies  like National
Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR).
The report rele ased by Ministry of Women an  d Child Development titted 0 Mpping and Review
Exercise of Child Care I nstitut i ldghlghis dnawbdcksrin tdee n a

management of CCls. Some of its findings are:

1 Only 32% 0f 9,589 CClsa nd Homes (mostly runby N  GOs) were registered undert he JJ Act.
About 33% were unr egistered, and the rest were either empanelled under other schemes or
awaiting registration.

1 Child care standards were poor in many institutions, lacking proper bedding, food , and
nutrition, lack of  proper toilets and sanitatio  n and secure compounds.

1 Afew States do not have even one home of every category, such as child care, observation
and adoption. Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Kerala together account for 43.5% of all
shelte rs.

1 Lack of Grievance red ressal mechanisms, provided under JJ Act, leave the child ren in
despair.

Reasons behind the poor state of affairs in CCls and Shelter homes:

Overcrowding:
1 Most facilities overcrowded showing that the requisite infrastructure is | acking.
1 In many facilitie s, there is no segregation o f children brought to shelter s for protection
1 The construction and running of the homes is under the state list done either by state
governments themselves or through NGOs they appoint, though much of th e funding comes
from the Centre.
1 The Centre has monit oring authority over the work  ing of these homes. The implementation
has been lacking
Administrative Failures:
1 Lack of monitoring and absence of inspection committees have led to the current
predi cament.
1 All CCls are requ ired to be registered under  the JJ Act and every district needs to have a
child protection officer, a child welfare committee, and a juvenile justice board.
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1 However, in practice, their functioning has not been effective enough to p revent the
widespread mis use of power and money by th  ose running these ins titutions.
f Home Management Committee: This body has to conduct a meeting every month to

ensure that all shelters in the district are being run according to the guidelines of the
Juve nile Justice Act. These n  orms were clearly not follow ed .

1 Although the NCP CR has now been ordered to complete social audits of all CCls and the
state governments have ordered probes, this has come too late for the numerous lives
traumatised by their very p  rotectors.

Failures of th e Ministry:

f The Ministry of Women and Child Devel opment, which p rovides funding to CClIs under the
Integrated Child Protection Scheme, is duty -bound to carry out social audits in order to
deter malpractices. However, either these in stitutions are allowed to  function without any
routin e inspections

1 Inthe case of the Muz affarpur CCl , inspections by multiple state agencies over the years
find nothing amiss despite widespread abuse being present.

1 The District Inspection Committee is sup posed to conduct a check on the shelters every
three months. It is headed by the district magistrate and also has a member of the civil
society on its board. Each of these bodies and members failed to detect what was happening
at the shelter.

Lack of socia | audit:
1 The protocol for social audits and inspectio n committees too was developed only after the

SCdés 2017 order. Several states are yet to condu
Societal Failures:
1 Disconnect between civil society and the welfare system for children, and the po or

engagement elected rep resentatives have with such  a vital function.
By giving up their responsibility towards the underprivileged children.
A patriarchal mindset of the society which leads to not taking such children into confidence
while formulating la  ws and devising mechanism s for their protection
Way F orward:
1 Setting up CC Is in states wh ich have none.
1 Systematic scrutiny by State governments is essential to bring reforms to the childcare

il
f

system.

1 Accountability and Credibility must be ensured through s pecial inspection officer s. All CCls
should be compul sorily registered under the JJ Act, audited for funds received and
enforce mandatory child protection policies during adoption.

f Bringing in the uniformity of standards and procedures across CClIs should b e a priority.
Common norm s for infrastructure, human resourc es, financial practices and e xternal

audits should be in place.

1 Increased interaction and connect between civil society and the welfare system for children.

1 The imperative now is to turn the findi ngs of t he Mimiteesntorapldeprintéoo m
action.

1 Credentialed NGOs should tak e a greater interest in this effort, holding the authorities to
account.

Q) Examin e whether assessing the performance of constituencies in social

development indicators would | ead to greater accountability among our elected
representatives ? (250 words )
Livemint

Why this questio n

Ths article explainsthat the performanceof Indiawhenit comesto improvingL Y R &fflicib&with
malnutrition can be improvedif we measureconstituencyleveldata both at the centreand state
level. Thereisa needto assessvhetherthe presentsystemof data collectionfor socialdevelopment
indicatorsisrelevant

Key demand of the questio n
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Thequestionexpectsyouto first explainwhy the presentsystemof data collectionfor measuring
socialdevelopmenis adequate.Thereafterwe needto highlightthe advantagesof collectingdata
constituencywise.Finally, we needto giveour view and discussvay forward.

Directive wor d

Examine; Whenyouare askedo examnmine,youhaveto probedeeperinto the topic, getinto details,
andfind out the causesor implicationsif any .

Structure of the answe r

Introduction ¢ Explainthat Indialags behindsocialdevelopmentindicatorsevenamongstthe
countriesof SouthAsia

Body

Explainwhy data collectionis important ¢ the focustoday is on data driven decisionmaking in
administrationwhichmakesdata collectioncrucid

Explainthe issuewith colecting data at administrativeunit level ¢ tenure of district collectorsis
short , accountability O I yb@ fixed etc. Discusswhy this might be more feasible from an
administrativeviewpoirt

Highlight why collection of data at constituencylevel will help ¢ accountability of elected
representativegtc

Conclusion ¢ giveyourviewanddiscusavay forward.

Introduction
9 India ranks 130th among 189 countries in Human Develop ment Index released by
UNDP. About 26.8 per cent of | ndioanbo$inefuBlities.val ue i s
9 India has beenranked at the 103 rd position among 119 co untries onthe Global Hunger
Index . According to the report, prepared by Welthungerhilfe and Concern Worldwide
India is among the 45 countries that have éserious levels of hunge r 6 .
1 India is ranked below many neighbouring countries, including China, Nepal, Myanmar, Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh
Body :
91 Despite more than two decades of rapid economic gro wth , India continues to fail its most
vulnerable citizens fi children under the age of 5.
f The countrydés failure is particularly dishearten
of children is not just morally right but also economically smart, as it pays off in the long
run .
Data collection is imperative
T I ndi ads Il ack of trteel dorstiiverey d-éetel hasaensured the degree of
accountability and the onus to show progress has been weak on both MPs and MLAs
1 Monitoring and surveillance of health an d well -being indicators have been focused
primarily 0 nthe state and district levels
1 Since the focus today ison  data driven decision making in administration, it makes data
collection crucial
1 Top down centralised approach of data collection hinders the true realization of
objectives at ground level inav  ast country like India
1 Helps curb corruption at the various levels with data transparency and data

dissemination

The issues with collecting data at administrative unit level

|l

= =4 =4

Nearly every developmenti ndicator in India is measured through the lens of adm inistrative

zones.

District col lector at the helm of administrative zone is made accountable for poor social

indicators .

However, tenure of DC6s in a given district is r
The ML A6 s a nshavéMer§ low level of accountability due to the ab ove arrangement .

MPs have no re al knowledge of actual needs of their constituents or of the development

landscape of the constituency
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The collection of data at the constituency level will help in effect ive accountability because
1 Elected representatives ¢ an exercise significant oversig  ht over nutrition -specific schemes
like Poshan .
1 Accountability of elected representatives is increased as the ground level realities come
to the fore .
1 Objective assessment  of the situation would help voters make informed deci sion .
1 Accountability of MPLAD f unds given to MPs would be ensured in fund allocation for the

development activities at the constituency level

1 The constituency level data will induce a competitive federa lism among the people and the
elected representatives

1 The fact that destpeformihg parimmentarycenstituencies (on child health
indicators) are inthe North  -East and in West Bengal shows that significant improvements
are possible evenin  relatively poorer regions

Way forward

1 Eventually, booth -level information using | CT on how their representatives have
performed on a slew of indicators should be available

1 Transparency tools lik e RTI act, Social audits should be used compulsorily

1 Processes like Geo-tagging of assets created can give better information of actual work

done.
1 Monitoring and stock taking using PRAGATI like techniques by the elected
representatives .
Conclusion
1 Analysing population data at the level of parliamentary constitu encies has the potential to
bring political accountability to the data -driven policy discourse that is currently based on

district -level estimates .

TOPICimportant aspects of governance, transparency and accountabilibgaernance application,
models successedfimitations, and potential;citizens charters, transparency & accountdiy and
institutional and other measuresRole of civil services in a decracy.

Q) There is a need to iron out the flaws in RTI act rather than manipulating i ts
loopholes. Comment. (250 words)

Indianexpress

The hindu

Why this question

RTlhas been a revolutionary legislation and has significantly increasedthe transparencyand
accountabilityin governmentfunctioning. Howeverrecentlythere have beencertain attempts to
underminethe act whichneedsto be discussed.

Directive word

Commert here we haveto expressour knowledgeand understandingof the issueand form an
overallopinionthereupon.

Key demand of the question.

Thequestionwants usto expresour knowledgeand understandingaboutthe RTlact and express
our opinionasto whetherthereis a needto iron out the problemsin RTlact or not.

Structu re of the answer
Introduction ¢ write afew introductorylinesaboutthe RTIlact- its aimsand significance.
Body -

Discusghe presentproblemswith the ad andthe needto rectify the sameE.gright to information
formed the foundation of good governance,as transparencyis one of its core elements;
strengtheningof the RTlwould be a step towards transformingthe covert public administrative
systeminto ad LJdzD 6 ¥ adtdin@tiativesystem Thereis needfor measiresto toughenthe Act
and makeprocediresto accessnformation peoplefriendly.
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Thesemeasuresrange from the repealing of the Official SecretAct, introducing an oath of
transparencyto useof multi-mediacampaignsn locallanguagedor awarenesandopeningup the
workingof parliamentarystandingcommitteesfor publicaccess.

CentralinformationCommissiotook anaverageof 319daysto hearandgiveanorderonanappeal
from the date it wasfiled beforethe commissionwith the maximumnumberof daystaken by the
ClQeachingto 862days. The callousattitude of InformationCommissionerdCsyeflectsin the fact
that an averageof 56 per centof ordersrecordedviolationsof Sectior?0 of the RTlbasedonwhich
penaltiesshouldhavebeenimposed Buta penaltywasimposedn only 4 percert of the casesetc.

Conclusion ¢ basedonyourdiscussionform a fair and a balaned conclusioron the givenissue.

Introduction:

The Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005 is an excellent example of a gras s-roots
movement culminating inthe  pro mul gation of groundbreaking laws and policies to achieve its
ends. Originally envision ed to ensure that entitlements reached intended beneficiaries, the ac t has
been used by citizens across the country to fight for a range of rights and entitlements, fight
corruption, carry out research, and usher in a modicum of transparency in the functio ning of

public authorities.

The Right to Information Act was hailed a s a major act towards a strengthened democracy and the
followi ng features prove that it has been able to deliver for what it was made &

f Fight corruption: Its ability to fight corruption h as significantly increased its hold in India.
1 Ensure Transparency: The enactment of this act ensured transparency in the bureaucrat ic
systems.
1 Fight for Rights : It has in creased its position as a major incharge for the fight of rights of
the people.
Right to I nformation Act of Il ndi a i s emaeyilebistafios. Buho s t
despite 13 years of functionality, this act hasnodt been ablls. to achieve t
Body:
The RTI though hailed as a revolution has its set of problems:
T Structural Constraints: The | ack of staff has rpewad Cueeantlyi n | a
only seven ICs are working of which, alon g with the Chief Information Commission er,four s

ICs are to retire by the end of this year fi reducing the strength of CIC to just three, against
the mandated strength of 11.

1 Act gave relaxation to political parties, judiciary, even according to OFFICIAL SE CRET ACT
officers refuse to provide the  informa tion demanded.
1 Recent Proposal for amendment: It gives the power to decide the tenure and salary of the

ICs to the central government; thereby, dir ectly influencing the independence of the CIC.

1 Delay in dispos ing off cases: The number of RTI Appeal s with t he Information
Commissions is growing at a rapid pace year after year. With current volumes of appeals,
there seem to be delays in disposingoffca s e s . I n Maharashtra SIC, th
of more than 12 months, thus discouraging citizens from fil ing appeals.

1 No centralized database: There is no centraliz ed data base of RTI (at the State/Centre
level) applicants. Given the current situation, neither the State Government nor the State
Information Commis  sion is in a position to confirm the nu mber of Public Authorities within
a Department and therefore the de  tails on the number of applications filed.

1 Complex Process of appeal : The procedure that in followed in courts is highly unsuited for
appeals under RT I. But recent proposed amendments like written submission to public
authority and attach evidences, would make this process more troublesome.

1 Pressure on RTI Activists: Almost 375 incidences of  attacks on citizens have been
recorded who sought information about corruption or wrongdoings in vari ous publ ic
authorities.

f Section 4 of RTI:  Public authorities have b  een lax in providing information suo moto as
mandated by section 4 of RTI. This is certa inly increasing RTI queries.

1 Geographical reach:  Majority of t he Information Commissions are situated in the State
capitals, which results in appellants undergoing an a dditional cost in order to attend the
hearings.
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f Role confusion :Thereis no clear divisi on of responsibilities between the State Information
Commissio n and the Nodal Department in terms of monitori ng the implementation of RTI
Act.
Way Forward:

1 Repealing of the Official Secret Act.

T Introducing an oath of transparency.

1 To use of multi -media cam paigns in local languages for awareness.

1 Opening up the workin g of parliamentary standing committees for publ ic access.

1 A centralized database of all RTI applicants wit h their information requests and responses
from information providers would enable the | nformation Commission to publish more

accurate numbers inthe  annual reports.

f The State Governmentha s to pla y a facilitative role to the Information Commission through
issuance of supporting rules/orders to the Public Authorities.

1 The benefits of setting up regional offices far outweigh the initial capital costs inv olved in
setting them up. Sothereisa  need to set up regional offices.

1 The role of the Centre/State Gove rnment is to facilitate the Public Authorities in
implementation of the Act. This can ha ppen through providing support to Public Authorities
for train ing, development of software applicatio ns, e-Training modules, generating
awareness amongst citizens etc.

Conclusion:

The second Administrative Reforms Commission has rightly called the RTlas 0 Mast er key
Good Gover nfeemeed d@f the houris to weed out the flaws and plug the loo pholes t o guard
this peopl eds | egi sSirkrancio nBacom h e Kmommwd £ dagfe i aplydsing r 6
out the essence of the Right to Information Act (RTI).

Instances of poor implementation: Central Informati on Commission took an average of 319 da ysto
hear and give an order on an appeal from the date it was filed before the commission, with the
maximum number of days taken by the CIC reaching to 86 2 days. The callous attitude of Information
Commissioners (ICs ) reflects in the fact that an average  of 56 p er cent of orders recorded violations
of Section 20 of the RTI, based on which penalties should have been imposed. But a penalty was
imposed in only 4 percent of the cases

Q) Frequent transfers of government empl oyees is a constant source of worry, which
affects their performance negatively. Comment. (250 words )
Livemint

Why this questio n

TherecentCBlepisodehighlightsthe plight of governmentservantsat the handsof their political
masters.In this contextit is essentiako discusshow the transfersand postingsaffect the life of a
governmentservant

Directive wor d

Canment here we haveto expressour knowledgeand understandingof the issueand form an
ovenall opinion thereupon.

Key demand of the question

Thequestionwants usto expressour knowledgeand understandingof the issueof transfersand
postingsin govenmentservicegandexpresouropinionasto howit affectsthe publicservantavork
andscciallife.

Structure of the answe r

Introduction ¢ write a few introductory lines highlighting lack of transparencyand logic in
transfers and postings. E.g mention the examplesof some famous civil servantswho were
transferredmanyatimesin their career

Body -

Dizusshow frequent transfersand postingsaffect the professionaland personallife of a civil
servant.Eg
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Lackof educationand healthfacilitiesat remote places

governmentstend to wield the matter of transferscynically,as a tool for punishment,
injectingan elementof unpredictabilityintoan2 ¥ F Ac@r&ek f Q&

9 Lackof predictabilityin career
1 It makesa civilservantcompliantto & Sy JagdNditi©answishes
9 It underminegheir performanceand honestyetc.
Discusshe needto bringtransparery andfairnessin the process
conclusion - basedon yourdiscussionform a fair and a balancedconclusioron the givenissue
Introduction

1 Job transf ers are a huge matter for governments and their employees, a source of constant
worry for empl oyees and apparent satisfaction for governments

1 The lack of transparency and logic in the transfers and postings give the political masters
an extra ed ge over th e bureaucrats .
1 Multiple incidents of officers like Ashok Khemka, Sanjeev Chaturvedi, Durga Sha kthi

Nagpal, Roopa Moudgil and mostly recently Alok Kumar show the rampant usage of transfer
as tool to control the bureaucrats

Body :
1 Thefrequenttr ansferof officers has effects on the governance, professional as well personal
lives of the officers
Professional level
T Articles 310 and 311 of the Constitution make it impossible for civil servants to be
dismissed or demoted by elected representatives
1 Politicia ns exert control over policy outcomes by reshuffling the bureaucracy across posts
of varying i mportance .
T Thedoliticisati oné of hasteeomdantajerpublic pdicy igsue in India

{1 Itisboth demoralising and demotivating when civil servants a re not able to see the fruits
of their efforts

1 Frequent transfers present a major problem for governance because civil servants are not
allowed to stay in a position long enough to acquire adequate knowle dge of and

experience in their job

1 It prevents civ il servants from instituting or sustaining reforms

1 A young officer cannot retain her idealism for long if, over a period, she suffers adverse
consequences because of honesty and integrity

1 Duetopolitci ans® desire to contr ol t hodantlpests arafilled withcy , n
the most skilled officers. This also results in underinvestment i n skill by junior
bureaucrats with career concerns , since investing in loyalty to specific politicians provides

an alternative path to career success
Personal le vel:
1 Contented personal life matters a lot to deliver the best at the professional level

1 Affe cts the morale of the officer as her hard -work, honesty and integrity is not
appreciated but used as a weapon against herself

1 Frequent transfers take a toll on t he officers as their concentration would be on setting up
of home after every transfer

1 The family of the officer is the wor st affected due to constant transfers

1 Issues of education of their wards, health facilities to their parents can take a hi t

Way for ward :

1 In State of Maharashtra v. Omprakash Ghanshyamdas Mudiraj , the Bombay High Court
showed its concernand observedthat o0 cases of transfer of empl oye
of three years on the complaints of p o lwithtcliose a | [

scrutiny. 6 Fixing tenuipremote profelssionaksa,uefficiemdy 2 wi ndl
good governance

1 Various st eps have been taken by the government as well as the judiciary to curb this
menace. The Central government introduced the Indian Adm inistrative Service (Fixation
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of Cadre Strength) Regulations, 1955 (amended in 2010), that pro vides for a minimum
tenure for postings for civil servants in all States

1 Sofaronly 13 States and Union Territories have issued formal notices under the regulat ions
indicating their acceptance

f Maharashtra is the only State to come out with a specific la wfithe oOMaharast

Governmen t Servants Regulation of Transfer and Prevention of Delay in Discharge of
of ficial Dut i e ¢tpravidds for a2 dnhigwumdtenu  re of three years for all IAS
officers and some State government employees . Any violation oft he Act may be referred
to the Maharashtra Administrative Tribunal with appeal lying at the Bombay High Court .

1 The Administrative Reforms Commission and Fifth Pay Commission have also
endorsed the idea of a high -powered civil services board both at the Cent re and the
States to look into and regulate cases of premature transfers of civil servants

1 The draft Public Services Bill, 2007 stipulates that the Central gover  nment should fix a
minimum tenure for cadre posts, which may be filled on the basis of merit, suitability and
experience, wi th proper norms and guidelines to enforce transfers and postings. It proposes
explicit | imits on t he podransferbucautratebefeetheycompetd s ab i
two years of service .

1 A new provision should be in  troduced to ensure that  no ran dom transfers are made after
10 years of service  and that the civil servant should be placed in a subject stream for
which s/he has  specialised during training

Conclusion

T There is need to bal ance t lghttogaosfeearcivinernan 0 sagainsth e r €
the need for effectiveness and independence in policy implementation and better
institutional and procedural reforms. The best way to achieve this is by  granting those
in crucial positions stability of tenure

Q) Critically analyze whether the leadership role provide d by IPS to CAPF should be

abolished or curtailed at the very least ? (250 words)
Ind ianexpress

Why this questio n

Theissueraisedin the questionhasbeenbrought to spotlightasa resultof the recommendationsf
the rajyasabhacommitteewhichheldthat leadershigpositionscurrentlyreservedor the IPSin the
CAPFsnay be abolishedoutright, or at least severelycurtailed. Theissueneedsto be debatedin
depthin contextof the role of civil servicesn India

Key demand of the questio n

Thequestionexpectsus to first explainthe issue.Thereafter,we needto give argumentsboth in
favour of and againstthe issueraisedin questionand give a fair and balancedopinionbasedon
argumentsmade

Directive wor d

Criticallyanalyze¢ When askedto analyze,you haveto examinemethodicallythe structure or
natureof the topicbyseparatingt into componenpartsandpresenthemasawholeinasummary.
WhenW ® N @ suffixedotprefixedto a directive,all youneedto doislook at the goodand bad
of somethingand givea fair judgement

Structure of the answe r

Introduction ¢ Explan the leadershiprole providedby IPSo CAPRndwhythisissueis a matter
of debate

Body
Giveargumentsin favourof IPSretainingleadershiprole in CARF

Theideathat theyareinterlopersis patently absurdbecausehey havebeenrecruitedto be poged
to leadershippositionsin the centralgovernment.n fact, the statesare alwaysreluctantto spare
IPSofficersfor centraldeputation
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The secondissuethat merits attention is that policeis in the state list of the Constitution.In
peacetime the CAPFsare primarily a reserveresourcefor supportingthe state policeforces.lt is,
therefore,necessaryhat their leadershigsin completesynergyin undeistandingthe challengef
policingat the state and centrallevel

Courtesytheir experiencen policingrolesthe providea humanetouchto CARF

inter-departmental coordination between various CAPF&nd State Policebecomessmooth and
seamlessvith the presanceof IPSofficersin everyCARF

exposuretraining and groomingof an IPSofficer matcheswith the job requirementdor the senior
postsof CAPFstc

Giveargumentsagainstretainingthe leadershiprole of IPSn CAF

parliamentarypanelhasrecommendedhat the postof DirectorGeneraland other seniorpositions
in CentralArmedPoliceForcef CAPF3houldnot be reservedor IndianPoliceServiceofficers.The
panelhassuggestedhat the nature of duty of CAPFare more similarto that of the ArmedForces
andit would makemoresenseo bring more officersfrom the ArmedForceson deputation

Keepingin viewthe interestand morale of CAPFadreetc

Conclusion 0 Basednargumentsmadeabove givea fair andbalancedopinionanddiscussvay
forward.

Intr oduction
The Central Armed Police Forces are primarily a reserve resource f or supporting state

police. The leadership provided by the IP

w

S to five of the BSF, ITBP, SSB, CISF and CRPF, is now

being questioned with legal challenges by CAPF ¢ adre officers seeking parity with the IPS. A Rajya
Sabha committee  has also recommended that  leadership positions currently reserved for the

IPS in the C APFs may be abolished outright, or at least severely curtailed

panel report led by P C hidambaram also criticized the IPS led CAPF management system

. A parliamentary

Body :

1 Paramilitary forces ar e semi-military forces whose structures are similar to a profe ssional
military force, but who are not i ncluded as a na

9 Paramilitary forces are often setup with some specific and dedicated roles and
specialisations and duties, ran  ging from protecting our borders to counter -insurgency and
cou nter -terrorism .

The rationale behind IPS retaining the leadership role in CAPF is

1 AllIndia Service (A IS): IPS is an AIS recruited keeping in view the demands to serve state
government as well as central government. The utilization of IPS officers in the centre has
a constitutional mandate as per Article 312

§ State subject: Police is in the state list of t he Constitution. In peacetime, th e CAPFs are
primarily a reserve resource for supporting th e state police forces . It is, therefore,
necessary that their leadership is in complete synergy in understanding the challenges of
policing at the state and central level.

1 Smooth coordination: The int er-departmental coordination between various CAPFS and
State Police becomes smooth and seamless with the presence of IPS officers in every CAPF
étherefore I PS officers are best suit etbnstoanyl ead
CAPFs in an effective, efficient and impartial manner at these ranks

1 Grassroo ts level Experience: IPS officers get exposure to both issues at the grassroots and
the challenges of policy making at the Centre. Both these experiences are rich an d useful
in the making of the civil  /police leadership

1 Ground experience:  The various state police forces have a few hundred battalions of armed
police and India Reserve Battalions that have IPS commandants. Most IPS officers do a stint
or two in these pos ts, hence they have working experie  nce with CAPF .

f Suitability:  Exposure, training and groom ing of an IPS officer matches with the job

www.insightsonindia.com 108 www.insightsias.com

requirements for the senior posts of CAPFs



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/

SECURE SYNOPSIS "’

1 Past Experiences
o Eventhose paramilitary forces that are operate in counter i nsurgency and anti  -Naxal
operations , need support of state police forces where the IPS ha ve better
understanding of grass roots requirements
o The success of IPS -led organisations, like Punjab Police and J&K Palice in fighting
militancy, the Grey Hounds of Andhra Pradesh in the fight against left -wing
extremism are examples of exceptional leade  rship and vision that the IPS can provide
in special operations
The reasons for CAPFs not to be headed by IPS officers are
1 IPS officers have no experience of cutting -edge leadership in these organisat ions at the
company and battalion level

1 The cadres of these CAPFs are now capable of leading them on their own

1 CAPFs have a primarily military character and, therefore, a civil service like the IPS has no
useful role to play in them

1 The post of Director -General and other senior positions in Central Armed P olice Forces
(CAPF) should not be reserved for Indian Police Service officers

T Cadre officers should be considered for the posts of Director General (DG) not justto b oost

t he forces® morwidenghe belettiongpdos o0 .t 0
1 Since CAPFs have a large sp ecialised cadre of officers the report rejected the justification
for deputation of IPS officers to the top positions in paramilitary forces :
1 The deputation of IPS mus t be resorted to only when an exper  ienced pool of officers is not
available to man a posi tion in CAPF .
1 They perform specialised tasks and their experience, gained through years in the field
service, must not be allowed to go waste
1 The deputation of AIS sh ould be limited to ex -cadre posts, i.e. posts that are not part of a
particular cadre and  lack an adequate pool of trained officers
Conclusion
The suggestion to solve policing problems of society through greater militarisation and
regimen tation of the police are thoroughly misconstrued and may even be dangerous. India has
always maintained that a force required to maintain internal security shuld have a human face
and capability to work with multiple agencies. IPS officers at the helm of C APFs help in achieving
this .
There should not be knee -jerk reactionstoa Iter the structure altogether leading to chaos
and internal security threats. A smooth transition of power, if needed at all, based on absolute
necessity, deliberation s, discussions and roadmap isthew  ay forward .

TopicDevelopment processes and the deghent industry the role of NGO1Gs, various groups and
associations, donors, charities, institutionahd other stakeholders
Q) As India copes with the digital age, it will have to navigate between diverse

competing interests. Anal yze. (250 words)
The hindu

Why this question

Thearticle discussemanyof the competng interestsand controversieshat are boundto ariseand
strenghen in the wake of growing adoption of technologyin day to day life and everyday
governance.

Directiveword

Analyzeherewe haveto examinemethodicallythe structureor nature of the topic by separatingit
into componeniparts, and presentthemasa wholein a summary.

Keydemandof the question.

Thequestionwantsusto dig deepinto the growingadoptionand penetrationof technologyin Indian
societyand bring out the controversiesclashesand competingintereststhat couldariseout of it.
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Structureof the answer

Introductiong write a few introductory lines about the growing mobile penetration, intermnet
adoption,onlinepresenceof citizens Digital Indiaetcto highlightthe increasingrole of technology
in India.

Body

Discussn paragraphswhat competinginterestsare beingand will be genegated on accountof the
adventof digital agein India.E.g

1 PrivacyskEfficiency
1 Govtcontrolof data vsprivate andforeigncontrol
1 Promotingglobaltrade vsprotectinglocal indudry
Discus$iow eachpair of conflictof interestis a significantand vital issue.

Conclusionbasedon yourdiscussionform a fair anda balancedconclusioron the givenissue.
Introduction:
Smartp hone, Internet usages are on a high in | ndia. It is expected that 374 million
people will own a smartphone in Ind ia and by 2022, itds expectedrtto
predicts that by 2021, there will be about 635.8 million internet users in India . The Governm
Digital India project s further giving a push to the digital governance, thereby increasing t he role
of technology in India.

Body:

The Digital age has u ndoubtedly revolutionised several sectors like education, communication,
business. However, there are many competing interes ts being generated on account of the advent
of digital age in India.

1 Freedom of Expression vs. Obscenity: The slapping of sedition cases against people for
expression of views on social media. Example : controversy over AIB roast video,
pornography.

1 Priva cy vs. Efficiency: The right to privacy of a person is upheld with measur es like
encryption of data. However, there have been instan ces where vital data for law and order

is affected due to the privacy. Example: Tracking down the details of fake message
generators or breaking open of a phone of a terrorist.

1 Government control of data vs. private and foreign control: The issue of data
governance is still being debated upon hotly. The Nationalisation and localization o f data
mooted by the State and local play  ers as against the globalization of data is at logger heads.

The i ssues of dat a theft, moneti zing ddedao wi t
issues. Example : Facebook analytica scam

1 Promoting global trade vs. protect ing local industry ~ : With Digitization, e -Commerce has

boomed. The entry of global players with deep pockets has led to the issue of protectionism
by countries to safeguard t he small players. Example : Business models of Amazon and
Walmart affecting the reta  ilers and MSMEs.

1 Personal datavs. Survei llance: The fact that governance is turning out to be digitized and
t he government ds control over a | aangteer paimooll n t
conflict. Example: Linking Aadhar to several public, private serv ices;
1 Net Neutrality:  The issue of owning the int ernet space by conglomerates and deciding on
what the user of a service should access goes against the rightto life  of an i ndividual.
Way forward:

f Rightto Privacy is a fundamental right as ruled by the S upreme Court. Thus, there is a
need to gi ve prima cy to consent of individual.

1 Implementation of Justice BN SriKrishna committee recommendations on Data
Privacy .

1 Equipping lo cal police with Cyber laws and Anti -Cyber crime measures.

f Onus on t he MNQéatsprotection u asedone in Germany.

www.insightsonindia.com 110 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/

SECURE SYNOPSIS "’

1 Strengtheni ngtheIT Act and implementation of National Cybersecurity Policy as per
global laws.

{1 Independent regulator to be set up for fair trade practicesine -Commerce sector.

T NGOb6s, CSO and Peopl &ndsfting aholstic datarpmtaction law.

Conclu sion:

With Digital Penetration on the rise, it is imperative to look at various dimensions where
interests can be af fected. There is a need to balance the various interests of stakeholders without
affecting their rights.

TopiczlIndia and is neighborhood relations, Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements
ET OT1 OET ¢ )T AEA AT ARd O AEZEAAOETI ¢ )T AEAGO ET OAOA

Q) I ndiads strategic interests are betUSEADssébve
policy. Evaluate. (250 wo rds)
Reference

Indianexpress

Why this question

Thearticle discussesghe impact of changesand continuity in USforeign policy on the strategic
interestsof India. Thearticlesdiscusseshe impacton a range of issuedrom peacein Afghanistan
to crackdowrpn pakistan all of whichfall within corestrategicinterestsof India.Hencehis question
wouldenableusto developa perspectve on IndiaUSAbilateral relations.

Key demand of the question

The quedion expectsus to explainwhat we understand by continuity in | { ! f@r@ign policy.
Thereafterwe needto bring out why continuityin| { ! f@eignpolicyisimportantfor Indiaandits
impacton L y' R &okeStd@tegicinterests.Finally,we needto provide our view and discussway
forward.

Direc tive word

Evaluatec Whenyouare askedto evaluate,youhaveto passa soundjudgementaboutthe truth of
the givenstatementin the questian or the topicbasedon evidences.Y ouhaveto appraisethe worth
of the statementin question.Thereis scopefor forming a personalopinionhere.

Structure  of the answer

Introduction ¢ Explairaboutthe changein guardat the helmof| { !fddeignestadishmentand
mentionthat it canhaveseveralbearingsfor Indiaand herforeignpolicy.

Body
Explainwhat youundestandby a continuityin| { ! fd&eignpolicy.
Discusshe impactonL Yy R dotesdrategicinterestsasaresultof! { ! f@eignpolicy

1 Tdkabouttheimplicationsof| { !w@tidrawalfrom Afghanistarandhowit it wouldaffect
L Vv R dirht€y@intereds

Discusabout how changeor continuityin | { ! f@eignpolicywrt Pakistancanhavea bearingon
L v R dotesdrategicinterests

 Examingheimpactof! { ! p@lidyin AsiaPacificonL y R dirhté@i&intereds inthe region
Discussvhat shouldbe IndA | s@ategyto dealwith suchvariables

Conclusion 8 Givea fair and balancedopinion on how important continuity in | { ! féeign
policyisfor Indiaand discusavay forward.

Introduction:
1 American president Do nald Trump has got elected with the slogan of 6America Firs
America great againd etc and may sideline inter
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He has shown different policy aptitude than his predecessor and could change the direction

of Ameri cads foreign relations with India.
1 The constant changes in the top bureaucracy, pulling out of International deals like Paris
Agreement, Trans -Pacific Partnership showst he r adi c al changes in USA

James Mattis, who was great advocat e of better India -US relations was recently  removed
from the job also adding to changes in policies.

Body:
USA8s foreign policy towards I ndi a
7 India and USA relations is on a rising trajectory. The substantiation for the same can be
seen through the follo  wing
1 The two countries had moved the securi ty partnership forward like the signing
of Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA),LEMOA,
General Security Of  Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA in 2002) starting from
the civil nuclear d eal.
1 New Delhi has also been pleased witht he Trump administrationds

assistance to Pakistan for its unwillingness to end its support for t error in Afghanis tan.
f The naming of India as a strategic partner and rechristening of Asia -Pacific as Indo -Pacific
shows the importance given  to India -USA relations.
1 The Quad dialogue of India and USA along with Japan and Australia to provide net
security inlIndo -Pacificregi on and to keep Chinads aggressi Ve
T Impact on | ndi adisntceorreeststasata gr e s ul toreignfPolitySABG s c h
| mplications of USA®ds withdrawal from Afghanistan
1 US President Donald Trump decided to pull out abo ut 7,000 American  troops from
Afghanistan. The decision to slash the number of troops by half has pr ovoked varied
reactions in the region and  in the United States.
T With USAG6s withdrawal , I-laddAfghal sowpedand Afghano-t oo AT g h & e
process with parti cipation of the Afghan government can take a back step as other foreign
powersback Paki stands invol vemenocess. n Afghan Peace p
1 An expanded Pakistani footprint in Af gwoagainsst an W

1 The US pulling out troops from Afghani stan will have implications in the Kashmir Valley as
terrorist outfits there may feel emboldened.

Implications due to change or continuity in USA&6s foreign polic)
1 With constant radical changes in the bureaucracy , the lack of polic y experience and lack of
knowledge of regional security issues is likely to prove consequential, especially in South
Asia.

1 The current blockade of aid based on Pakistanads
grown terrorism could be r  eversed leading to more attacks on Indian soil.

Other implications:

Security:

1 Therecentunilatera |1 egi sl ati ons of USA liickaed s0 Choduvnetresrairni ge
Sanctions Act (CAATSA)O6 can affect | ndigafgushate f en
of S-400 Trium f missile air defence systems from Russia.

T Constant changes i n dsSHMedtsAsiap oountriesyhastlea woaimstabil ity,

thereby affecting the Indian diaspora g.. Operation Rahat in Yemen.

Trade and Economy:

1 The pulling out of US A from Joint Compre hensive Plan of Action affects the energy security
of India as we import signific  ant amount of oil from Iran.

1 Thereducedint erest of USA in the Asia Pacific region
region significantly affecting our 0Act Ea s tadd fréeddmiofongvigation in the region.

f The Protectionism policy of USA has affe cted the I ndian MNCO6s and p
skilled engineers, this inturn can affect on our remittances.

I ndi ads strategy to deal weréignpolicyari ables of USAG6s f
T Indi a must take support of other regional organisations like SCO, Heartof Asia  conference

and bilateral relations with Afghanis tan to deal with Afghan issues.
1 India must focus on bilateral relations with other nations like Russia, China which would

ensure her strategic interests are better served.
1 Use of Global forums like UNO to isolate Pakistan on international stage.
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f Indianfor ei gn policy must seek to |l everage I ndiads s
sovereign rights and  promote national interests w  ithin a multi -polar world.

Conclusion:
1 Considering the possible implications on Indi ads core strategidstont e
ensure that her interests dondt hinge on USAOs g

foreig n policy definitely benefits  India but the alternatives must be kept ready.

Q) The recent political results in Bangladesh will provide a fillip to India Bangladesh

bilate ral relations. Comment . (250 words)
Economi ctimes

Why this question

Therecent electionsin Bangladeshwill have a bearing on the relationshipbetween India and
Bangladestashasbeenseenearlier. It isimportant to understandhow the recentelectionsimpact
IndiaBangladeshelations.

Key demand of the question

Thequestionexpectasto bringout howthe electionresultin Bangladeshvouldimpactthe bilateral
relationsbetweenthe two countriesand discusghe way forward.

Directive word

Comment; Whenyou are askedto commern, you haveto pickmainpointsandgiveyourW2 LJA YA 2 Y Q
onthembasedon evidence®r argumentsstemmingfrom yourwide reading.Youropinionmay be
for or against,but youmustbackyourargumentwith evidences.

Structure of the answer

Introduction ¢ Talkaboutthe resultsin Bangladesmational elections.Mention that in caseof
Bangladestwe haveseenthat the relationshipwith Indiahashistoricallypeendependenonwhois
in powerthere.

Body

Discusghe impact of electionresut in bilateral relations betweenthe two countries.Youshould
discusghe impactby classifyingheminto strategic, economicand geopoliticalimpacts.

steadfastpartner in the fight againstcounterterrorism, connectivityinitiatives, and subregional
cooperation,Hasinais poisedto playamajorrolein5 S f iKikatyésin Bayof Bengakind Northeast
amid/ K A ynasQiveinroadsin SouthAsia. Stabilityin BangladesHike Bhutanis imperativefor
Indiaamidpoliticaluncertaintiesn certainother parts of neighbourhoodthat includesSriLarkaand
Afghanistanaccordingto S E LISawdiliar @th 5 S f BolttSiastrategy.

staunchally in Dhakafurther assisteelhiagainst PakArmy& L { de§igihgo fomentcrossborder
extremismin the region

Bandadeshthat is all poisedto emergeas a middle-incomecountry opensup a huge market for
Indianinvestorsetc

Discussabout the fact that erstwhile KhaledaZia regimein Bandadeshhad strong reservations
againstgranting connectivityand transit to the neighbourson the pretextthat it would infringe on
the sovereigntyof Bangladeshlt wasthe SheikiHasinaled governmenthat realizedthat granting
connectivityandtransit wasa win-win situationfor Bangladesh.

Conclusion 8 Giveyourviewonthe future prospectof IndiaBangladeshelationsin light of these
factors.
Introduction:
T I'ndi ads courteous relationship wi t h Bangl adesh
Bangabandhu Sh eikh Mujibur Rahman, the first Prime Minister of Bangladesh. The recent
general elections was won by the Awami League (found ed by the latter), which has been
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Pro-India in the geopolitical arena of South Asia vis -a-vis the Bangladesh National
Par t y. Ilimkslwitlh Basgladesh are civilizational, cultural, social and economic.
Body:
The impact of the electoral win of Awami lea gue on India can be studied under the following heads.
1 Strategic
1. A steadfast partner in the fight against counter -terrorism.
2. AwamiLeague is poised to play a major rolegin
BIM STEC, SASEC ) and NortheastIndiaamidChi nads massive inroads
3. Stability in Bangladesh like Bhutan is imperative for India amid political
uncertainties in cert ain other parts of neighbourhood that includes Sri Lanka and
Afghanistan, accord ingt o expertsd famil i aAsiastrategh. Del hi 0s
4. A. staunch ally in Dhaka further assists Delnh

foment cross -border extremism in th e region, according to persons familiar with
South Asian politics.

1 Economic

1.

2.

3.

Bangladesh is all poised to emerge as a middle -income country opens up a huge

market for Indian investors.

Bangladesh has already emerged as major source for remittances for Indian s after

the Gulf region.

Bangl adesh is the hi gh emdessioeatLingdf €reditthabaimostn di a ¢
amounts to e ight billion USD.

Connectivity between Bangladesh and neighbouring countries including India have

received great boost duringthela st ten years fr eaotiveldtanrgé ama & s
enhancing connectivity i n South a nd Southeast Asia.

Major initiatives liket  he Kaladan Multimodal project, BBIN road project, Bus & train

services between Kolkata and North Eastern states are at various stage s of
construction and operation.
Currently, four border haats are operat ional alo ng the India -Bangladesh border. Two

border haats are located in Meghalaya at Kalaichar and Balat and two are located in

Tripura at Srinagar and Kamalasagar.

Regional connectiv ity between Bangladesh and its neighbours is expected in
implementation oftheplanned c oncRlye€Ecormimy @ now tngladeshiB a
in receipt of new marine territories as a result of the maritime verdict wins through

arbitration against India and Myan mar.

1 Geopolitical

1.

Bangl adeshds | ocation i s a nandlraticeand Northeasterrg e b €

seven states of the Ind ian Union. Each of these states is land -locked and has shorter
route to the sea through Bangladesh.
Bangladesh is a natural pillar o f Look East Policy 6 . A friendly Bang

ensures no anti -India t error or insurgent activities can be carried out fro m its soil

unlike in the past will substantially assist India in handling security problems in

some of its restive north  -east States .

The navigable rivers in Indiads Norabredassa t h
ports pass through Bangladesh. The only entry to and exit from the Northeastern

region of India is through the Siliguri Corridor that is close to the Chinese border

and wi thin striking distance of Bangladesh. The Siliguri Corridor is the most

sensitve @ hoke pointdé for the I ndian Uni on.
The 100t Constitutional Amendment Act of India which involved exchange of the
enclaves between India and Bangladesh can act as model for other issues like the

Teesta river water sharing.

Areas which need to be worked u pon:
1. A major area of contention has been th e construction and operation of the Farakka Barrage
by India to increase water supply in the river Hoogly. Bangladesh insists that i t does not
receive a fair share of the Ganges waters during the drier se asons, an d gets flooded during
the monsoons when Ind ia releases excess waters.
2. There have also been disputes regarding the transfer of TeenBigha Corridor to Bangladesh.
3. Terrorist activ ities carried out by outfits based in both countries, like BangaSena and
Harkat -ul-Jihad -al-Islami. Recently India and Bangl adesh had agreed jointly to fight
terrorism.
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4. lllegal Bangladeshi immigration into India. The border is porous and migrants are able to
cross illegally, though sometimes only in return for financial or oth er incent ives to border
security personnel. Banglade shi officials have denied the existence of Bangladeshis living
in India and those illegal migrants found are described as having bee n trafficked.
5. Continuous border killing of Bangladeshi people by Indian border gu ards, aiding illegal
immigrants, helping in ~ armed dacoity, fake money transfer and illegal drug trades by both
Indian and Bangladeshi people are the major problems between Ban gladesh and India.
Conclusion:
1 Bangladesh as a neighbour, a close partner for re gional development, security and
cooperatio n, is a central pillar in I ndi ads ONeighbourhood Firsto pc
1 An economically strong, secular and democratic Bangladesh is integra I to New De
interests and also of the subcontinent as a whole.
Q) The new electricity gu idelines released by Mi nistry of power are a first step
towards creating a true regional market in South Asia. Analyze. (250 words)
The hindu

Why this question

Regionalintegration in SouthAsiahas nevertaken off. Bhutanin the past had rued issueswith
pricing of electricity. The new guidelineswould do well to alleviate suchissuesand also lead to
greaterconnetivity at leastfor BEBN nations.

Key demand of the question

The questionexpectsusto explainthe recentelectricityguidelinesof the ministryand explainhow
it would boostthe regionalmarke in SouthAsiaand discusghe benefitsthat it would passon to
Indiain termsof economidoenefitsand better relationswith neighborhood.

Directive word

Analyzec Whenaskedto analyze you haveto examinemethodicallythe structureor nature of the
topicby separatingit into componentparts and presentthemas a wholein a summay.

Structure  of the answer

Introduction ¢ Discussboutthe lackof integrationin SouthAsia.
Body

Explainthe recentguidelinesdy the ministry

Discusshe benefitsthat will be accruedasa resultof theseguidelines

1 Bhutanand Nepd were coaxinglndiato relaxthe nontariff barriersand theseguidelines
wouldleadto better relations

1 Highlightthat a visionto ensureconnectivityin electricitysectorof SouthAsiawasdreamt
with SAARErameworkAgreementor EnergyCooperation howeverthe issueaith SAARC
camein the way

Discus$iowit would be economicallypeneficiafor Indiaandalsofrom the point of viewof electricity
security

Conclusion 8 Giveyourviewonwhytheseguidelinesnvould helpin buildinggreaterconnectivity
in the regionand disaussway forward.

Introduction:

The South Asian region is the least politically and economically integrated region in the world.
The poor show of SAARC vis -a-vis ASEA N, European Union is a point in case for the sa me. The
Union Ministry of Power is sued a seemingly anodyne memo that set the rules for the flow of
electricity across South Asian borders.
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Body:
The guidelines given by the ministry are as below.

1 Agreements f or Trade: Any cross border transactions between India and neighbouring
country sh all be guided though bilateral agreements.

T Institutional Framework: The Cross border trade shall be regulated and facilitated by
rules and regulations. Central Electric Regula tory Commission (CERC) ist he designated
body and the regulations so framed will be binding on all parties.

1 Co-operation wit h Neighbouring countries: The designated authority shall co  -ordinate
with the neighbouring country0 se, plaonthg monitodngandy t o
co-ordinating, Maintaining Grid Safety, security and operation etc. The cross border trade
of electricity shall be governed by the policies of respective countries.

1 Tariff: The tariff shall be decided based on Government to Gove rnment Negotiations.

71 Disput e Resolution: between the countries through Singapore International Arbitration
centre or as mutu ally agreed. Disputes within Indian Territory as per provisions of
Electricity Act, 2003.

Previous Efforts:

i The vision to ensure co nnectivity in electricity s ector of South Asia was dreamt with
The SAARC Framewor k Agreement for Energy Cooperation and the India -Nepal Power
Trade Agreement  was signed in 2014. However issues like agreements imposed only few
restrictions on trade, private sector participation and t o facilitate market rationality in
electricity commerc e cropped up.

9 The efforts continued and in 2016, the Union Ministry of Power released certain guidelines.
They imposed a slew of major restrictions on stakeholders involved in cross -border
electricity t rade. These seemed to be a reaction to perceptions of increased Chinese
investment and influence  in the energy sectors of South Asian neighbours.

9 The benefits that will be accrued as a result of these guidelines are multifold.

En ergy Security:
1 Alberaltr adi ng regime in electricieregt.t i s in I ndiads
1 A seamless SAARC power grid can secu re the energy needs of India and its neighbours.
1 The diversifying of energy sources is a need to secure Energy interests of India
1  With bountiful energy, the pr  ices of the electricity will reduce and stabilize. Thi s will help

fight the poverty across South  Asian countries.
Diplomatic ties:
T India now recognises that economic interdependency created by such arrangements have
the political benefit of positioning Ind ia as a stable development partner
1 The Regulations of the guidelines would allay the fears of th e perceived 6Big Br
of the neighbours of India.
1 With better trade ties, other issues can be ironed out easily like BBIN road network,
Fishermen is sue with SL etc.
! This is a crucial move towards the ev  olution of complex, multi -country market
arrangements.
Renewable Energy Goals:
1 As India transitions to a power grid dominated by renewables, regional trade could prove
useful in maintaining grid  stability.
T I'ndiads | NDC goal s of 40 %rom Renevabies by 2030 couldibeemes our c e
1 Examp le: hydropower from the Himalayan nations Nepal and Bhutan, is instrumental for
a greener grid. Wind Energy from Srilanka.
SAARC Gro wth:

T I'tds a et fiesn dtep ttowards the creation of a true regional market in which
generators across the subcontinent compete to deliver low -cost, green energy to consumers.

1 This would soften the hard borders of South Asia ; it is essentially a politi  cal vision.

1 The guid elines allow tripartite trading arrangements, where power gen erated in a country
is routed over the terr itory of a neighbour to be consumed in a third.

! This is a crucial move towards the evolution of complex, multi -country market

arrang ements.
Reduced Chin ese influence:
1 The concern that India was enabling the incurs ion of foreign influence into neighbouring
power sectors is addressed.
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f The Chinese Hegemony in the neighbours of India can be reduced to a decent extent.

w

Boost to OMaké&:in | nd
{1 Indiacancater tothe needs of the equipments like solar panels, wind mill blades and export
it to the neighbours. Thi s coul d give an i mminent boost to ON
Conclusion:

I In an atmosphere of regional intrigue and mistrust, it is a rare and

of political pragmatism

9 It is important not only because it lead s South Asian electricity trade in progress
directions b u't is also a concession to Indiads neig
economic importance.

recent example

ive

Q) J&K needs sustained coordinated e fforts of publicou  treach from all stakeholders
in order to establish long term peace in the state. Comment. (250 words)

Indianexpress

Structure  of the answer

Introduction ¢ write afew introductorylinesaboutthe presentsituationin KashmirE.gHighest
numberof militantskilledin adecade 3 2 @ S NifefoNddeédbyt NI a ArReeit.i Q &

Body -

Discussthe need for sustainedand coordinatedefforts of public outreachinvolvirg all the key
stakeholdersE.g

T

While the aNJY eApérationSadbhavnga military civic action initiative of 20 years)has
helpedin extendingmarginal outreach, the lack of massengagementhas preventedthe
developmenobf anyperceptionchangeandthe credion of alternativenarrativesto counter
the propagandafrom Pakistanandthe separatists.

Needto engagethe securitypersonnelespeciallyarmy and CRPFor public outreachand
conductof publicmeetingsandincludethe politiciansand the publicofficials alongwith.

Needto explorerecruitmentrallies,whenyoutharein a differentstate of mind.

Needto involvelocal clergywhich has substantialhold on the local populaceand seekits
cooperationin messaginghe youth and otherson the uniquenes®f the Indiansystem.

Exploitationof socialmedia, asmuchasthe counteringof onlinepropaganda.

Settingasideof the mutual fears of the peopleof Jammuand of Kashmirand bringingthe
peopleof Ladakhinto thisambit aswell.

Conclusion ¢ basedonyourdiscussionform a fair and a balancedconcluson on the givenissue.

Introduction:

The insurgency in Jammu and Kashmir began in 1989 and has ebbed and flowed

inte rvening years. In 2018, the death toll for militants and security forces in Kashm

highest point in a decade, a  ccording to official figures, with more than 400 killed. The state of J&K

i'S now
of t he

Body:

Outrage ov er the Shopian rape in

Gur uds

during the September 2014 floods, coalition government in 2015, pellet

under Pr esi tdttefaldresof theu | cealitiormgovargment, thereby wiping

in the

ir touched the

out

peopl eds man danyaneanifigfulepolitichl precass ® aduress Kashmiri
grievances points to a more violent situation in the coming years.

cident, invocation of collective conscience during Afzal

e X e ¢ u tpture of the eWwseoonts @& Delhi, the sancti monious politics of rescue

during t he Burhan Wani agitation were some of the major provocations in last decade that

Kashmiris towards a suicidal upsurge

democratic space and increased violence in the J&K.
There is a need for sustai ned and coordinated efforts of public outreach involving all the key

stakeholders

-gun -related mass blinding

pushed

against the Indian state. Thus, there is a shrinking
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State:
1 Non-violent and democratic method s to achieve political aspirations.
1 The way out of the deadlock in Kashmir is to strengthen democracy
1 Empowerment of Local Governme nts which involves people at the grassroots level.
1 Setting aside of the mutual fe  ars of the people of Jammu and of Kashmir a nd bringing the
people of Ladakh into this ambit as well.
1 Socio economic development through various go vernmental schemes.
1 Conductin grecruitmentrallies to employ the youth , who are in a different state of mind.

Security Forces:
T Whil e t h e Opexationy 6Sadbhavna (a military civic action initiative of 20

years) has helped in extending marginal outreach, the lack of mass engagement h as
prevented the development of any perception change and the creation of alterna tive
narratives to counter the propaganda f rom Pakistan and the separatists.

1 Direct outreach: conduct of public meeti ngs fiedinakcaswkeri su
the rea ch of the administration had become marginal. Example: Awa mi Sunwai 0s
past.

f Maximum opportunity to the common citizen s to speak, criticise and complain , SO they
can realise that there are enough people willing to listen rather than talk down to the
common Kashmiri.

1 Need to engage the security personnel especially army and CRPF f or public outreach and

conduct of public me etings and include the politicians and the public officials along with.
Religious heads:
71 Involvement of local clergies who has subst antial hold on the local populace and seek its
cooperation in messaging the youth and others on the uniqueness of the Indian system.
1 Exploitation of social media, as much as the countering of online propaganda of
radicalisation
Non -State Actors:
1 The other major determinant is J&K is the part of Non -State Actors like Separatists,
Neigh bouring Pakistan and the state sponsored te rrorists.

1 They have a considerable hold on the people and their opinions.

1 Engaging the non -state actors through interlocutors, Tier -2 diplomacy should help
alleviate the fears and misunderstandings that have cropp ed up.

Media:

1 Media described as the fourth pillar of democracy plays a very vital role.

1 They are responsible for reporting of the incidents in a true and unvitiated manner.
However, the political patronage and ownership by big media houses has made more o ne
sided views.

1  With internet on the surge and ease of access of information at tips, they help in shaping
the views and opinions o f people.

1 Media should be ethical and democr  atic in its approach. It should spread the message of
peace and harmony across pe ople.

Conclusion:
The spir it of accommodation and tolerance should be inculcated and must be
practiced from lowest to top echelons of State to alleviate the m istrust of people in latter. Isolated
efforts by different organisations prevent the emergence of a cogent strategy. As our ex-PM
Vajpayee hadoncesaid: 61 nsani yat, Jamhur i ywhich mekns shumanity i ,ypeated
and keeping the sanctity of the peo ple is the foundation for peace in J&K .
Q) Faith b ased diplomacy has several limitations and may prove costly f
national interests in the long run. Comment. (250 words)
The hindu

Why this question

India has beenat the forefront of religiousdiplomacyas can be gaugedfrom conductingYoga
sessionsnd enlighteningthe world about Ayurvedato high profile visitsto/ from foreigncountries
to important religioussites. In this contextit is essentialto look into the issueand find whether
religionbaseddiplomacyshouldbe pursuedor not.
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Directive word

Commenrt here we haveto expressour knowledgeand understandingof the issueand form an
overallopinionthereupon.

Key demand of the que stion.

Thequestionwantsusto expresour knowledgeandunderstandingaboutthe recenteffortsby India
to capitalizeon faith baseddiplomacyand bring forth an opinionasto whetherit may/ may not
provecostly for L Yy R Aatiofadinterestsin the long run.

Structure  of the answer

Introdu ction ¢ write a few introductorylinesabout someof the recentdiplomaticmovesof the
governmentwhich involved or emphasizedreligion. E.g Sri Lanka officials visit to Bodh Gaya,
CitizenshigBill, Visitsof highlevel Indianofficialsincludingthe PMto severalforeignshrinesetc.

Body -
Discusthe flawsin suchapproachandwhy it canbe dangeroudor India.E.g
9 It cantrigger a backlashfrom communitiesand countrieshogile to any particularreligion.

f Suchan approachwhich focuseson a single or a few religionsunderminesL y' R fich Q &
cultural andreligiousheritage.

f Italsoundermined y R geturtoundations.

9 It can cause deep rifts between countries disfavouring any particular religion being
promotedand Indiaetc.

Conclusion -basedonyourdiscussionform a fair and a balancedconclisionon the givenissue.

Introduction:

Faith based diplomacy or o0Rel i gfaith todringpegple ama ady 6
nations together. It is a form of multi -track diplomacy that seeks to integrate the dynamics
of religious faith with the c onduct of international peacemaking and statecraft.

Indian government has used this as a part of its foreign policy since 2014 in i ts outreach to the
neighbouring countries  in the Subcontinent and beyond. The rec ent Kartarpur corridor,a5  -km
visa free co rridor, in Punjab connecting Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib in Pakistan is one of an
example.

Body :

The other Instances include the efforts to rebuild the long -neglected B uddhist bridge to the
world by inviting Sri  lankan delagates (top military brass) to Bodh Gaya in2018. Efforts with Nepal
to forge a Hindu religion based civilization ties etc.
Several foreign relation experts have opined that there are many inherent flaws in
such approach an d it can be dangerous for India.
1 Secularism:
o India has declared herself as a secular country.
o Faith based diplomacy undermines India 6s secular foundations.

1 Diversity:
o lndia also believes in oUnity in Diversityo.
o We have seen major religions take birth in | ndia like Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism
and people from all faiths live in India.
o Such an approach which focuses on a single or a few r eligions undermines Indi a 6 s

rich cultural and religious heritage.
1 Diplomatic Setb  acks:
o It can cause deep rifts between count  ries disfavouring any particular religion being
promoted and India.
1 National Security:
o It can trigger a backlash from communities an d countries hostile to any particular
religion.
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o Further, it can lead to polarizat ion of societies and lead to communalism an d
increased radicalisation.

o Religious and linguistic minorities can feel insecure, thus affecting their morale. This
could lead to ¢ ivilwars as seen in Srilanka.

1 Soft power:

o Indian Diaspora across countries has a ccepted multiple faiths over generations.

o This can reverse the Indiabds soft power gain
Day, Ayurvedic researches.

Conclusion:

Mixing persona | faith with bilateral diplomacy makes for good optics when all goes well, but
when bilateral ties suffer,itge  ts personal all too quickly. In the longer run, the non -secular foreign
policy initiatives of trade, commerce, defence and soft -power will susta in the relationship between
countries. Faith based diplomacy can comp lement it rather than being mainstream.

Q) Non Alignment is one of the mo st important legacy of Indian foreign policy which

need not be sacrificed at the altar of pragmatism. Discuss. (250 words )
Indianexpress

Why this questio n

Theatrticle delvesdeepinto Indianforeign policyof non alignment,explainswhat the policymeant
for India and the form of non alignmentthat would help India in navigatingthe tides of global
politics.

Key demand of the questio n

Thequestionexpectausto explainthe indianpolicyof non Alignmentandwhat impactit hashadon

InR A lrefation with other nations. Thereafter,we needto analyzethe prosandconsof L Y RA | Q&
dalliancewith nonalignmentand explainthe nature of nonalignmentthat might be more prudent

in the currenttimes

Directive wor d

Discusg Thisis an all-enmmpassinglirective¢ youhaveto debateon paperby goingthroughthe
details of the issuesconcernedby examiningeachone of them. Youhaveto give reasonsfor both
for andagainstarguments

Structure  of the answe r
Introduction ¢ Explainthe Nehruvianideaof nonalignment
Body

Explainhow L Y R &xpefigncewith the policy of non alignmenthasbeenc as the leaderof non
alignedmovementandits relationshipwith major powers

Discusshe prosand consof the policyof non Alignmentin terms of its impact on achievemenof
the foreign policy objectivesof india. Discusghe differencebetweenstrategicautonomyand non
alignmert

Examinethe form and nature of non alignmentthat would work for India¢ issuebasedalignment
andnot ideologica

Conclusion ¢ Givea fair andbalancedviewanddiscussvay forward.

Introduction

The Non -Aligned Movement was formed during the Cold War as an organization of States
that did not seek to formally align themselves with either the United States or the Sovie t Union,
but sought to remain independent or neutral. It identifies the ri ght of independent judgment,

the struggle against imperialismandneo  -colonialism, and the use of moderation in relations
with all big powers as the three basic elements that have in fluenced its approach
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w

Body :
Il ndi ads experience wi tdignmehm: policy of non
1 NAM played an important role during the Co ld War years in furthering many of the causes

that India advocated: Decolonisation , end to apartheid, global nuclear disarmament,

us hering in of new international economic and information orders

1 NAMenabledIn daand many newly born codni96@8sinhéabb08$

and alleviated the fears of neo  -colonialism .

f South -South Co-operation: NAM together with the Group of 77 (G77dlargely made up of

NAM members) succeeded to keep Third World issues on t he agenda in most UN forums,
effectively suppo rted independence movements in third world country

 Soft -Power Leadership: NAMmade | ndi a a | eader for many d¢tount |
ally with the then global powers USA or USSR. India became a soft -power | eader which still
holds good till date

1 Balanc edfriendship: | n di a daignmentgave her the opportunity to get the best of bot h
the global superpowers of the time in terms of aid, military support etc. This was in line
with her objectives of nationald  evelopment .

I ndi ads | ost oppomNAM:ni ties due to

1 There was no mutual agreement to support in case of aggression on a member coun try .

{1 India faced such a situation when China att acked her in 1962 and Pakistan in 1965 :

T India was against the West in isolatin g the communist China, but the blind friendshi p had

l ed to Chinese aggression in 1962. The 92%Andidi dnd

This has serious repercussions in the economy almost leading to a famine

T I'ndiads muddi ed r el & ericashed by PdakistanPhkistarasuppated Chi na
and it became her all -weather friend, the repercussions of which are seen even to day in the
form of CPEC and constantly troubled Kashmir region

1 The lack of foreign funds, protectionism driven by NAM also le d t o delayed growth of India.
China which was in a worst condition than India during independence surged ahead and
is today the la rgest economy in the world

NAM&s aut holowlyergding s: s

1 The end of cold war lead to unipolar world and now tending towa rds multi -polarity. The
NAM is now reached irr  elevance.

1 NAM could not push for reforms in the global bodies like UN, IMF, WTO . Th us, it has
dissuaded many developing countriesf  rom pursuing it

1 Disputes within the Global South countries. Example: India -Pak, Iran -Iraq. This has paved
way for the blocs to enter .

71 Inability to find solution to the West -Asian crisis. Withdrawal of one of the founder
members - Egypt, after the Arab Spri  ng.

f Most of the members are economically weak; hence they have no say in world politics or

economy .

The form and nature of  non alignment that would work for India in the current scenario

1 As the current for eign secretary put, NAM is a basis of our foreig n policy. However, India

should be aligned on issue basis and not ideological basis.

T It gives us the capacity to be flexible , gives us the capacity to maintain our decisional
autonomy

1 This gives India the required Strategic autonomy that is the kind which a nation can
exercise depends on its specific circumstances such as size, loc ation, comprehensive

national power, and the n  ature of the threats among many other things

71 India should also be pragmatic and look at alliances which suit her interests the best

or S

All i ances ar e not a Oper manent wedl ocké
politi cal/military arrangement to cope with a common threat. When the shared
understanding of the threat breaks down, so does the alliance
Conclusion
Indiaisalargeand gl obal i sed economy with O0big stakes iliay al |
mu st focus on a pragmatic assessment of | ndi ads interests and the biest

www.insightsonindia.com 121 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/

SECURE SYNOPSIS "’

including partnerships and coalitions fi against current and potential threats. A newer, reformed
NAM 2.0 can be looked at to continue NAM as our foreign poli cy.

Q) Examine why has SAARC failed to perform its role as an integra tor and address
areas of common interests ? (250 words)

Keydemandof the question

Thequestionexpectsus to explainstatus quo with respectto SAARCanalyzethe reasonsfor its
abjectfailure, the impactof poor performanceof SAARG achievingregional aspirations.Discuss
alternativesto SAAR@hichIndiacanleveragefor boostingregionalintegrationand development

Directiveword

Examine; Whenyouare askedio examine youhaveto probedeepelinto the topic, getinto details,
andfind out the causesor implicationsif any.

Structureof the answer
Introduction ¢ Explainabout SAAR@ndthe statusquo of SAARC.
Body
Discusshe reasonsvhyissuesroppedup in SAARC.
1 Asymmetryin the members
1 IndiaPakistantension

9 Individualidentities of nation are still strong and they are not willing to subsumethat in
collectiveidentities

1 Failureof SAFT &tc

Discusghe commonintereststhat could have beenattained through a regional organizationlike
SAARC.

Highlightthat India is looking at other options to regionalintegration apart from SAARGucha
BIMSTEEtcto achievesuchregionalaspirations.

Conclision¢ Giveyourviewanddiscussvay forward.
Introduction:
SAARC was set up in 1985 and today it has 8 members : Afghanistan, Bangla desh,
Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Srilanka. Afghanistan joined SAARC only in 2007.
SAARC member nations cooperate on a range of issues from agriculture, economy, poverty
alleviation, S&T and culture to encourage people to people contact.

Body:

SAARC aims at integration of south Asian n ations for undertaking  collective efforts to achieve
common objective of regional stability and prosperity. Despite geographical con  tiguity and
historical and cultural links , the SAARC region remains the mos t disc onnected regions in the
world.

SAARC has fa iled in achieving its objectives because:
1 India -Pakistan rivalry : This has become a bottleneck in achieving effective coordination.
India has conveyed that terrorism and talks cannot go on simultaneously.
1 Bilatera lissues: Long pendingissues between membe rs like fishermen issue between India
and Srilanka, Teesta water  sharing between India and Bangladesh, lack of direct access to

Afghanistan to other members except Pakistan have restricted in arriving at co mmon
ground for regional integration.

1 Perceived Bi g-Brother attitude of India: Asymmetry in the region due to shee r size of
Indian economy and stature in international arena requires India to play an over active role.

However, this is perceived as big brot  her att itude by other members creating mistrust.
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1 Internal Crises:  Almost every member is facing numerous internal crises like Tamils issue
in Srilanka, Constitutional crisis in Nepal , religious fundamentalism in Pakistan and
Bangladesh, Terrorism and insta  bility in Afghanistan. Consequently, there is no m uch
enthusiasm to achieve collaboration in the sub continent.

1 Chinads inroad i nto SlAck&siig peeseace dfrchina én:it  he region and
reservations of India with China is creating roadblocks. Ind ia cann ot match the levels of
financing by China.  China with its grand plan of BRI has lured the small nations.

1 Poverty - Ridden: Eventhough the region accounts for 21% of world popu  lation, its share
in global GDP is just around 3%. Being one of the povert y ridde n areas of the world, there
is limited aven ues to achieve synergy.

The recent issues which highlight the gr owing redundancy of SAARC in terms of achieving its

stated objective s as wel | as I ndiabds national interests ar
SAARC summit scheduled inIsl amabad in 2016 was cancelled due to continued supp ort of
terrorism by Pakistan. The other nations like Bhutan, Ban gladesh and Afghanistan also
reiterated the same view.
1 A meeting bet ween the foreign ministers of India and Pakistan was scheduled on sideline S
of UN GA last year. Within 24 hours after announc ing talks, India chose to pull out.

1 Pakistands de cigrsageementson regional cennectivity at the Kathmandu
summitin 2 014. Last minute pulling out of Bhutan from BBIN agreement.

1 SriLankahas begunt odescribe itself as an Indian Ocean countr y. Itis merely rediscovering
its geographic centrality in the | ndian Ocean and celebrating it.

1 Maldives, too, has so muchtogainb vy leveraging its Indian Ocean location rather than pin
its hopes on the dy stopian SAARC.

T Increasing sway of China by signing FTA0s, |l easing out | and for
affecte d Indian interests and SAARC as an organization.

Way forward for Ind ia to better realise its strategic and economic interests in South Asia a re:

1 BIMSTEC is seen as complimentary for various in itiatives of India like forming a bridge
between ASEAN and India , new found concept of Indo -pacific, neighbourhood first
policy.

1 As the largest bay in the world, Bay of Bengal is a pivot for BIMSTEC countr ies. Their

combined GDP i at 2.85 trillion US Dolla rs fi and one of the largest combined population
in the world, gi ves BIMSTEC an inherent advantage.
T I'ndiads Tril at er a& &l the wayhov@amnbodgar willj fieticer strengthen the
connectivity with S outh Eas t Asian nations.
1 The BBIN Motor Vehicle Agr eement will help in connectivity, economic development
and regio nal integration. This will also help in the development of North -East
India, which has hitherto been neglected.
f Focuson SASEC which is SAARC minus P akistan;
1 The RCEP initiative  will form a bi gger regional and economic entity, thus strengthening
our Act East policy.
1 The informal QUAD grouping with USA, Japan and Australia and increased focuson Indo -
Pacific region must be leveraged to  countert o Chines e hegemony in South Asian region.
Conclusio n:
Geographies are not static; they evolve, sometimes slowly and quickly at others. Ho w
we imagine and construct reg ions changes according to circumstances. India must look at
her national interest s and strategic autonomy . In the process, s he can take along the
likeminded neighbours together.

Q) India has often been accused of playing the role of a big brother in its
neig hbourhood. Evaluate whether this is true. (250 words)

Keydemandof the question

Thequestionexpectsusto first bring out the criticismoften resortedto by L Y R Aelgibdirs such
asNepal,SriLankaetc of Indiaactingasa big brother. Discusghe reasonswvhy sucha viewis held
by thesecountriesand thereafter delvedeepinto L Yy R actiofisivith respectto its neighboursto
evaluatewhethertheseclaimsare actuallytrue.
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Directiveword

Evaluateg Whenyouare askedto evaluate,youhaveto passa soundjudgementaboutthe truth of
the givenstatementin the questionor the topicbasedon evidences.Y ouhaveto appraisethe worth
of the statementin question.Thereis scopefor forminga personalopinionhere.

Structureof the answer

Introductiong Highlightthat L y R keligibaurshave often called out India for its big brotherly
attitude.

Body

Discusghe reasonswhy such a charge is levelledagainst India ¢ you can point out the recent
standoffin Nepalwrt Madhesiagitation, chargeghat Indiainterferesin the domestigpoliciesof the
country,the disproportionatesizeand powerof Indiain comparisorto her neighbous

HigHight what L y" R policieswith respectto her neighbourshas been¢ you cantalk about the
gujral doctrineand how that doctrinegovernsL y' R foreighfolicyin herneightourhood.

Bringout the instancesvhichcounterthe claimthat Indiaactsas a big brother

Talkaboutthe induswater treaty with Pakistan

Sharingof water with bangladesh

treaty of peaceandfriendshipwith Nepaland Bhutanetc

Discussvhat Indianeedsto do to seecorrecttheseperceptions

Conclusiorr Giveyourviewanddiscusthe way forward.
Introduction:
Indiais ahu ge in terms of geographical size, economic and military might vis  -a-vis its neighbours.
I ndi ads relati ons wi t Ishavetbsen shovdang kigng of siress dud tb ohanging

geo-political situations .Consequently, |l ndia i s herridt,i dibaud d yads @b ic
seen across neig hbours.

Body:
The reasons for levelling such charges against India are:
1 The recent issue of trade blockade in Nepal which led to allegation that they wer e India
sponsored event.
1 Nepal also accuses Indi a for meddling in its domestic politics like su pport to Madhesis.
1 The human assistance and disaster relief efforts during Nepal eart hquake were branded
asbmedi a Photdo
1 The charges that India interferes in th e domestic policies of the country. Example : The
Tamil liberation issue in North Jaffna re gion was seen as interference by Srilankan govt.
f I'ndiads support t o abbahmstd&KRwar ecanes was $eenms a move against
Srilanka.

1 The inaction of Pakis tan and Myanmar  against terrorist breeding grounds in PoK and
Manipur borders led to surgi  cal strikes. This was considered as an attack on sovereignty.

I ndi ads pol iher heglsbouts aveabeah guided by the principles of Panchasheel (Non-
inte rferen ce in others internal affairs and respect f or each otherods territori .
sovereignty).

More recently, India also came up with the Gujral doctrine,  which has been leading the relations

with our neighbours. The 0Gujr al douhtttoreinnde 6l ndi ads endl ess con
neigh bours and offered to walk the extra mile in resolving longstanding problem. This doctrine

basically projected India as a  benign big brother so that peace can be maintained. As a benign

big brother, Indi awould giv e concessions to all except Pakistan withou t any reciprocal return

expectation .Iltwasof non-r eci procal accommodation of I ndiads n:
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I ndi ads dliogyhasiaimad atnelping the neighbours and a peaceful co -existence

as evident through the following instances.

 The Indus watertreaty with Pakistan where water of three rivers are shared with Pakistan.

1 Sharing of Ganga Water with Bangladesh : Itis in pu rsuance of this policy that late in
1996 India concluded an agreement with Bangla desh on sharing of Ganga Waters.

 The Treaty of peace and friendship with Nepal and Bhutan and providing them economic
opportunities in India, port access for their trade etc.

1 The recent exchange of islands with Bangladesh under the 100 th Constit utional Ame ndment
Act.

1 Economic aid in the form of sof  tloans, grants to Nepal, Bhutan, Afghanistan. Construction
of infrastructure projects like Salma Dam, Parliament house in Afghanist an, Highways in
Bhutan.

71 India Technical and economic cooperation progr am has bene fited thousands of students
and professiona Is in Srilanka, Nepal, Bangladesh.

f Humanitarian assistance and disaster relief operations in exigencies like Nepal earthquake,

Tsuna mi affected Srilanka, Floods in Pakistan and Bangladesh, Drinking water crisis in
Maldives.
Way Forward:

1 India being a domin ant economy, making unilateral conc essions can help to build trust.
Thus, implementing Gujral doctrine in its true letter and spirit

1 Low hanging fruits like Power sharing, infrastructure projects to impr ove conne ctivity
and better people to people contact in the subcontinent will bring nei ghbours closer.

1 Bilateral issues like Maritime boundary issues with Sri Lanka need to be resolved to
address fishermen issue , Teesta water sharing between India and Bang ladesh sh ould be
resolved with consistent talks at h igh levels.

1 Border disputes with Ne pal, Bangladesh, Pakistan and strengthening of the security to
curb terrorism and drug menace lea ds to healthy economies.

1 Resurrection of SAARC, BIMSTEC etc. which can | ead to be tter regional integration
and increased tru  st.

T 6Confidence Bui | dshoulyl beMakensup to gesilie animosity and increase
friendly relations with neighbours.

Conclusio n:

1 India has been active proponent of strong South Asia. However, there are asper sions by
neighbours which has led to soured relations. Increased engagement wi  th mutual support
can help South Asia be more integrated and a developed region. The neighbourhoo d first
policy should be continued to implement in its full force.

Q) Examine the major issues in India Bhut an relati ons and suggest measured for
continuing the cohesive and durable relationship with Bhu tan ? (250 words)

Keydemandof the question

The question expectsus to discussin brief the status and history of India Bhutan relations.
Thereafter we needto discusghe teethingissuesn India Bhutanrelations and discusshow such
issuesanberesoled.

Directiveword

Examine; Whenyouare askedio examine youhaveto probedeepelinto the topic, getinto details,
andfind out the causesor implicatiorsif any.

Structureof the answer
Introductiong Giwe a brief historyof IndiaBhutanrelations.
Body
Discusshe majorissues
1 Issuewwith the hydropowemroject

1 Allegationsof interferenceagainstindia
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1 L Yy RpolveRsurplusstatusandthe adventof other renewabé energiedike wind andsolar
powerwill makeit more difficult for Bhutanto ensurethat its hydropowersectorbecomes
profitable.

f  Unlessndiafindswaysto help, it will be accusedf the same sortof & R SUONI LJtaty 3 ¢
Chinais accusecf today.

1 Indiaalsoneedgo focusonpolicingcrossbordertrade Thegoodsandservicegax still hurts
Bhutanesexportersand demonetisatiorhasleft lastingscarson the bankingsysem

Discusshe way forward

1 L Y R éffecfivéneighbourhoodapproachwill proveconducivetowardsbuildinga cohesive
anddurablerelationshipwith Bhutanin the comingdays.

1 Thehydropowerprojects,where delaysin constructionand commissioningy the Indian
companiesook place,haveledto the/ 2 dzy indidagia the national debt Thetariffs
needto bere-negotiated.Moreover,in Indiaadventof wind/ solarmakesit more difficult
for Bhutanto ensurethat its hydropowersectorbecomegprofitable.

1 Gonsideringthis legacy of Independentdemocracy)ndia shouldrefrain from interferingin
sovereigrmattersof Bhutan.

Conalisiong Giveyourviewand discussvay forward.

Introduction:
Bhutan, nestled in the Himalayas, has shared a cordial relatio ns with India based on
our long -standing diplomatic, economic and cult ural relati ons. India has been an all -weather

friend of Bhutan since the | at tladiaddhutamtd eegyeah fdemdsiipeand T h e
cooperation was signed in 1949 and was updated in 2007, subj ecting the Hi mal

security needs to supervisi  on. The Tre aty provides for perpetual peace and friend ship, free trade
and commerce, and equal justice to each other 6s citizens

Body:
Importance of Bhutan:
1 Bhutan in a buffer state between India and china. Bhutan shares a 470 km long border

with China.

f Strategic imp ortance: The Chumbi Valley is situated at t he trijunction of Bhutan, India
and China and is 500 Ckhmc&way &f inem Miolmé ho Bengal , w
the northeast with rest of the country.

! To contain insurgency in North -East : Bhuta n has inthe past coo perated with India and
helped to f lush out militant groups like United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) and
National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) from the Himal ayan nation.

Assured by India forits  distinct identity and autonom y sincelndi a 6 s ienddneegBhutan has

been in the goo d book of India since the very beginning. There has arisen a need to revisit the
I ndi ads Bhutan policy and cenegdpiretlepastifesvyaars.s t hat have
1 Hydro -power projects:
o Three hydro -electric project s (HEPSs) totalling 1416 MW , (336 MW Chukha HEP, the
60 MW Kurichu HEP, and the 1020 MW  Tala HEP), are already exporting electricity
to India.
o Delays in constructing and commis sioning in Bhutan by Indian companies have led
t o the ¢ oundningnatien &l debtg e
o | ndi a0 s-suplosvsmatus and t he advent of other renewable energies like wind
and solar power will make it more difficult for Bhutan to ensure that its hydropower
sector becomes profitable.
o Unless India finds ways to help, it will be accusedo fthesame sort -of apge mig
that Chi nais accused of today.
1 Trade and Commerce:
o Il ndia i s |&destttradn@ partner . India and Bhutan have signed an
Agreementon Trade, Commerce and Transit in 2016, which provides for a free trade
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regime betwe en the tw o countries aimed at boosting the bilateral trade for mutual
benefit.
o The goods and services tax still hurts Bhutanese exporters, and demonetisation has
left lasting scars on the banking system.
o Government 6s odteaoking gas n subdy justbefore the 2013 elections in
Bhutan has o ften been shown as proof of Indian interference.
1 Security Issues:
o Doklam crisis and incidences of Indian presence being mistakenly r epresented as
Indian encroachment have the potential to deteriorate t he relations hip betwe en the
two countries and push Bhut  an into the lap of China.
o l't has even raised doubts of Bi geB®rohher d6ndi :
f Joint Ventures:
o The joint vent ures are stuck because the Indian PSEs insist on having more
manageri al control a nd have r efused to come up with agreed fina  ncing.
1 Connectivity:
o Il ndiads plan for regional ¢ onneeodwithvBhutapn. s e e ms
o The Bhut anese P artrtiy theniempldmentaiiod of 8 BBIN project which
will further affect  the connect ivity.

The measures for continuing the co  hesive and durable relationship with Bhutan are:
1 The principles of Panchsheel and Gujral doctrine  must drive our relations towards

Bhutan.
1 The hydropower projects, where delays in construction and comm issioning by the Indian
companies took place,haveled t o t he Countryds increatShetaiffa t he

need to be re -negotiated.

 The advent o fwind/solar energy in India mak es it more difficult for Bhutan to ensure that
its hydropower sector becomes prof itable. This concern must be addressed.

1 India must be careful not to seem bossy , and end up souring up its relationship with
Bhutan as was do ne in the case of Nepal. Consideri ng this legacy of Independent
democracy, India should refrain from in terfering in  sovereign matters of Bhutan

1 A politically  stable Bhutan is important to India. An unstable and restive Bhutan would

not only jeopardize Ind i adés i nvestment s utalsoprovalée a saf® haveh fory Db

anti -India activities and anti  -India militant gr oups.

India needs to focus on  policing cros s-border trade.

India needs to discard the tradition of offering economic subsidies and negotiatin g

project proposals with neighbour ing capitals and focus instead on enabling agreements,

and let market forces leve rage the existing economic and geographicc  omplementarities.

1 Standby credit facility extended to Bhutan need to be reassessed as per current exchange
rates and economic stabil ity.

1 The Doklam crisis can be taken as a wake -up call and be used as an opportuni ty rather

=A =

than as a continuing threat with China.

1 More people to people contact : Steps should be taken to involve people in national,
regiona | or cultural events so that close and strong relations between the two countries
could be sustained.

71 Indianeedst o give more attention in inviting Bhutanese youth to study in India at all levels.

1 Media , particularly social media , needs to be harnessed to reach out to Bhutanese
policymake rs and common people to give them the confidence that India will stan d by them

for their economic and cultural development.
Future of the relations:

1 There are many potential areas ideas like organic farming, eco  -touris m, developing
north eastern states that can be explored and cooperation to be strengthened.

1 There are h igh level gro ups on security, water management, power, t rade, investment,
culture which can smoothen the relations between nations.

7 India looks for the  opportunity for Bhutanese students in every kind of institutions and
the scholarship for them has also b een expanded.

1 In cultural aspect, there is a Nehru -Wangc huck Cultural Centre in Bhutan and they also

have very rich culture where exchanges do have a broad opportunity.
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f India being the fas t growing economy has to align itself with Bhutanese ideas of
sustai nabl e develop ment in various aspects.

Conclusion:
1 Hydr o-electric power gener at ed by B ¢f-the aiverd damsrisuthe economic
bedrock of the India  -Bhutan relationship. India needs t o act robustly to address

Bhutanese concerns  that are weakening the trad itionally strong India -Bhutan bilateral
bond, as a s trong relationship with India could reduce the chances of Bhutan succumbing
to Chinese pressure.

Q) Discuss the importan ce of Maldives in Indian foreign po licy? Examine the impact
of recent election outcome in Maldives on i ts relationsh  ip with India? (250 words)

Keydemandof the question

Thequestionexpectausto first bring out the reasonwhy Maldivesis socrucialfor Indiaparticularly
with respecto L Y R ble aRdpositionin IndianOceanThereafterwe needto bring out the recent
electionoutcomeandwhat it meansfor India. Finally,we needto providea way forward.

Directiveword

Discusg Hereyourdiscussia shouldremainfocussedn explaning the importanceof Maldivesfor
India.

Examine; Whenyouare askal to examire, youhaveto probedeeperinto the topic, getinto details,
andfind out the causesor implicationsif any .

Structureof the answer

Introduction¢ Explainthat votersin the Maldivesdelivereda stunningdefeatfor PresidentAbdulla
Yameerin a conteniouspresidentiaklection,an outcomeregadedasa victoryfor democracyver
authoritarianismin the IndianOceanislandnation.

Body
Exp&in the importanceof Maldivesfor India

1 Indiaseestselfasa net securityproviderin IndianOcearfor which Maldivesis an important
partner

1 Amemberof SAARC
1 Largenumberof Indiannationalslivingin Maldives
1 Competitionbetweenindiaand ChinaoverMaldivesetc

Discusshow relation betweenlindia and Maldiveshad deterioratedunder Presidentyameen.Tak
aboutthetilt towardsChinathwarting of democragy etc

Discusshe impactof the electionresultson L Yy R velatiOréhipwith Maldives

Conclusiorr Giveyourviewanddiscusghe way forward.

Introduction:
Relations between India and the Ma  Idives have been strong for decades. India played a
major r ole in building the Maldives economy and military . The Operation Cactus in
1988 was a success of | ndi a6 signéliog any irgenferepoe inithe gomestict h o u t
affairs of a sovereign co untry.
The victory of Ibrahim Solih  should come asag r e at relief and as a boost
strengthen its partnerships in the n eighbourhood. It marks  not only the triumph of democratic
forces in the Maldives, but also reflects the firm commitme nt to the v alues of democracy

and the rule of law.
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REASONS WHY MALDIVES ) J o o
radicalisation grew rapidly
FOR and it was often said that
el i - | archipelago accounted for one
e | of the highest numbers
| of foreign fighters in Syria
in terms of per capita.
India can ill-afford a neighbour
which fails to check
Islamic radicalisation
India and Maldives share
ethnic, linguistic, cultural,
religious and commercial links.
. India was among the first to
Maldives recognise Maldives after its
Indian Ocean independence in 1965 and later
- : established its mission at Malé
1 Strategically located 3 Asthe pre-eminent South | might just have offered India | in 1972
in the Indian Ocean, Asian power and a ‘net the right opportunity There are 25,000 Indian
Maldives archipelago security provider’ in the Indian Alarge section of nationals livingin
comprising 1,200 coral islands | Ocean region, India needs to 5 population which supports | Maldives (second largest
lies next to key shipping lanes | cooperate with Maldives in the opposition parties like expatriate community). Indian
:'gd‘ e:;";;"::tggj‘:‘lﬁ?; security and defence sectors | Nasheed's MDP wantsIndiato | tourists also account for close
MIeIgy PP e act against Yameen to 6% of tourists
like China, Japan and India i m:::s“;n b iiakiives & sk Maldives receives every year
2 Since China started Maldives is a major concern member of Saarc. It is 10 India is also a preferred
to send naval ships to for India. With the country important for India to have destination for Maldivians
Indian Ocean roughly 10 years | now said to owe 70% of its Maldives on board to maintain [P TPETTRTEREA
ago —and right up to Gulf of extemal aid to China, many its leadership in the region. treatment, recreation and
Adenin the name of anti- believe that Yameen has done | Maldives was the only Saarc business. According to MEA,
piracy operations — Maldives' | to Maldives what Rajapaksa country which seemed more and more Maldivians
significance has steadily did to Sri Lanka. India had to reluctant to follow India’s call ~ [RETEFTRTNR AT AR ST RV EEN
grown and now it's at the heart | push back at somestageand | for boycott of Saarc summitin G0 T 5NN T P
of international geopolitics the current political crisis Pakistan after the Uri attack medical treatment in India
Body:

Importance of Maldives for India:

1 The Maldives, long a popular tourist destination
recent years as China and India to establish their influence in the region,
pushes ahead with its global trade and infrastructure plan.

1 Spread over nearly 1,200 islands spanning more than 90,000 sq km, key shipping
lanes where Beijing and New Delh i compete to pursue their often  -conflicting maritime
strategies pass t hrough this tiny India n Ocean nation.

1 Thoughsmall,th e Mal di ves is Indiabds important neighbou
Modi <call ed t davalueMzaitndriinthe Bidiad Ocean neighbourhood 6 .

1 India-Mal di vies are lailt on a very strong foundation 6 the contou rs of which are
defined by share d strategic, security, economic and developmental goals

, has grown in  strategic importance in
and as Beij ing

1 However, the bilateral ties are not without irritants, which can be seen in two broad
areas: political and strategic.
The Bilateral ties betwee n Maldives and India under previous President Yameen w as on a

downward curve and deteriorating. Some of the irritants were

1 There was a serious suppression of democracy with many opposi tion leaders being jailed
under Arson and Sed ition. The former pro -Ind ia Maldivia n president Nasheed was also
incarcerated. He even proclaimed Emergency fearing Impeachment

1 In March 2015, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi cancelled his state visit to the island
nation protesting the gross injustice and authoritarian moves of Yameen.

T TheMal di ves al so decl i nondotadkepdriiratd s bienmaleighta tday naval
exercise, MILAN , last year.

T Yameends Indians who were legally

working in the Maldi

g ov er n mejacted Misa eenevaals oo
ves, without giving any e xplanation
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f Mal dives growing 0cl os:8ptle Ghinad andviPakidtan STepping ap their
strategic inroads into the Maldives and China even signed a Free -Trade agreement.

1 Religious radicalization:  The Maldives is being radica lized by the Saudi funds and
influen ce

1 ISIS threat: Growing Islamic radicalisat ion in the tiny island -nation of about four lakh
people once known for its tolerant practices has many foreign governments, includin g India,
deeply concerned.

1 Yameen government had asked India to remove its Dhruv advanced light helicopters from
Maldives (w hich India had gifted in 2013).

1 Yameen government has alleged that tensions over the presence of the two Indian
helicopters in two s trategically important locations in the Laamu and Addu atolls have
been growing.

 Work permits  were not being issued to India  n Nationals.

The i mpact of the election results on Indiads rel

1 ltgivesa boost to | ndi as@engtherits marnershipg imthe neighbourhood.

T I'n keepi INgghbhourhobd & i r ®dlidy, India looks forward to work  ing closely with
the Maldives in further deepening our partnership

! India can now renew its ties with the new government and work wi th Maldives
for ensuring stability and security of Indian ocean region (IOR).

1 India can renew talks over the fate of Indian C oast Guard and Air Force personnel
stationed in the Maldives, whose visas have been pending since June 20 18.

1 With new regime at Cent re, India would hope that  democratic institutions are upheld,
politica | prisoners are released and bilateral relations are i mproved .

Conclusion:

With the people electing a more democratic form of government in Maldives, India can engage
with Mald ives to establish much more friendly relations than previous governmen t era to pr otect
the safety and security of entire Ind ian Ocean region. India  can stand together with the

aspirations of citizens of neighbouring countries and the prospects of a long -term
sustainable relationship will be much brighter

Q) Bl

MSTEC providesl ndi a with a viable alternative t

east po licy. Analyze. (250 words)
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Keydemandof the question:

L GaGtatementbasedquestionwhere sometimesparts of the questionsare not directly evident.
Howeverthe meaningof the statementisclear.Alsoin this questionthereare TWOmain partsthat
are evident.Youhaveto analysewhetheryouagreeor not with the statement.Youmay give both
sidesand providesuggestiongoo.

DirectiveWord:

Analyse-Whenaskeal to analyze you haveto examinemethodicallythe structureor nature of the
topicby sepaating it into componentparts and presentthemasawholein a summary.

Structureof Answer

Inthe introductionin 1-2 lineswrite importanceof Bayof Bengalandwhy BIMSTE€anbe veruseful
for India especiallywhen SAARGs not working thanksto uncoopeative/uninterestedneighbours
(give context). In one line you may expressyour stand (like A (itédZearly to say BIMSTEG an

alternativeor youmaystronglyagreetoo ¢ dependingon amountof factsyou haveto substantiate
your stance)

Inthe body,divideanswerinto TWOmainparts: Firstpart to prove/disprove(ogiveboth views)why
BIMSTEG alternative to SAARCFurther divide into small parts to analyseeach aspect.In the
Secondmain part, analyseif A Gageatherto L y' R AckE@siPolicy(give currentaffairs examples;
Myanmarand Thailandrelated)
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Inthe conclusionyoumay concludethat both are verymuchneededand shouldbe strengthened.

Intro duction:

The Bay of Bengal is fast becoming a key area of economic and strategic compet ition in the
Indo-Paci fi c. | t 0 s nttheevorltd and forens an impaatant part of southern Asia. The
limitations of SAARC due to multiple reasons have led to South Asian r egion being the least
integrated region in the world vis -a-vis the European and ASEAN experiences.

BIMSTEC is a bridge betwe en South Asia and South East Asia . BIMSTEC has gained more
favour as the preferred platform for regional coopera tion in South Asia
Body:

BIMSTEC provides an alternative to SAARC due to the following reasons:
1 Connectivity:
o BIMSTEC serves two purposes for In  dia & it makes it easier for India  to share a

common regional platform with its neighbours in South Asia (sans Pakistan) and
secondly, BIMSTEC also establishes a linkage between South and Southeast
Asia.

o Urgency of promoting regional and sub -regional coope ration via BIMSTEC and
BBIN has to be seen in the context of Chi na
chall enge posed tulrgéhaconanicsandrgeos-political intervent ions
in Asia, particularly in Il ndi ads neighbour hood.

o The development of the No  rth -eastern region, by opening up to Bangladesh and
Myanmar, is another incentive for India.

1 Regional Co -operation: Regional coopera tion under the ambit of SAARC has become
difficult made BIMSTEC more viable

o Despite Il ndi ads keen i nt drsteeagthenimgnintrac o-regioceal at i
connectivity by backing the SAARC  dMotor vehicle agreement, the agreement was
stalled following Pakist ands r el uctance.

o Similarly,the SAARC satellite project that India proposed  was abandoned following
objection from Pakistan in 2016

o SAARC has also faced obstacles in the area of security cooperation . A major
hindrance in this regard has bee  nthe lack of co nsensus on threat perceptions, since
member countries disagree on the idea of threats. Example : cross -border terrorism
emana ting from Pakistan.

1 Cordial Relationship:

o The member countries have generally cordial relationships , something paten tly
missing amon g the SAARC countries.

o BI MSTECO6s maj or strength c o mecldesftwooimiuettide f ac
regional powers: Thaila nd and India. This adds to the comfort of smaller
neighbours by reducing the fear of dominance by one big power.

1 Economicvistas:  As atrade bloc, BIMSTEC provides many opportunities.

o The region has countrie s with the fastest -growing economies in the world . The
combined GDP in the regio nisaround US$2 trillion  and will likely grow further.

o Trade amongthe BIMSTEC member countries reac hed six percentin just a decade ,
while in SAARC, ithas remained around fi  ve percent since its inception .

o Compared to SAARC , BIMSTEC has greater trade pot ential as well. Among the
member countries, | ndi a 8 sBIMSTEC trade is around 3 percent of its to tal
trade .

o BIMSTEC regional grouping happens to have five nations that are also part of SAARC.
The fact that this regionis  growing at 6.5% per annum, coll  ectively comprises of 1.5
billion people, is the drive behind Indiads

However, there are concerns which need to be addressed.
71 Infrequency of the BI MSTEC summits , the highest decision -making body o f the
organisation. In its 20 y ears of existence , the BIMSTEC summit has taken place only
thrice .
1 The delay in the adoption of the F ree Trade Agreement (FTA) , a framework that was
agreed upon in 2004, fuels doubts about BI MSTECG6s efficacy.
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1 BBIN Motor Vehic les Agreement [MVA] is an instr ument that was conceived to transform

and facilitate trade. It has not yet been completely successful as Bhutan is worried about
security and environmental fallout of such an a greement.

T In the latest summit in 2018, it was no ted that the Motor Vehicle Agre ement and the
Coastal Shipping Agreement would still need more time for finalisation.

! Both Thailand a nd Myanmar are criticised for having ignored BIMSTEC in favour of
ASEAN.

1 Region lacks physical connectivity . The tri -lateral highway connecting India -Myanm ar-

Thailand has been a non -starter.
1 BIMSTEC has identified 14 priority sectors and has signed an FTA  (2004) and

a Convention on Cooperation in Combating International Terrorism , Transnational
Organized Crime and lllicit Drug Trafficking (2009) . The pace of implementation has
been quite sluggish so far.
Bl MSTEC is an extra feathiegrr to I ndiads act east pol

T India was motivated to join BIMSTEC as it wanted to enhance its conn ectivity with ASEAN
countries: a major component  of its Look East Policy, now rechristened 6Act East o

1 Interms of connectivity , BIMSTEC has at last three major projects that, when f inished ,
could transform the movement of goods and vehicles through the cou ntries in the grouping.

o Oneisthe Kaladan Multim odal project that seeks to link India and Myanmar.
o Anotheris the Asian Trilateral Highway connecting India and Thailand through

Mya nmar . It represents a significant step in establishing connectivity between India
and Southeast Asian countries.
o Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal (BBIN) has signed a pact for the movement

of goods and vehicles among them.
1 The agenda of BIMSTEC is in syn c¢ with other regional/sub -regional organisations like
the Association of So utheast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF), the ASEAN Defence Ministersd Meeting Pl us
Maritime Forum (EAMF) , etc. Simultaneously, BIMSTEC fits in the agenda of a greater
role for India in the Indo -Pacific too .
1 The political rivalry between India and Paki stan never allowed SAARC to be the driving
factor in an augmenting regional cooperation within South Asia. Hence, it would be

pragmatic for India to work closely with BIMSTEC and ASEAN to expand regional
coo peration in areas of mutual concerns including te rrorism, violent extremism,
transnational organised crime and insurgency; food security, energy; trade and

investment, connectivity and inf rastructure, poverty alleviation to name a few.

T I ndi ads s toauthhoklt@vardsnSputheast Asia vis -a-vis Asia -Pacific as expressed
through Act east policy and the other way round, i.e, the Asia -Paci ficds desire
as a strong stakehol der in the region.

1 BIMSTEC offers many opportunities to its member countrie s. For India, it aids in  its Look
East Policy and  South dSouth cooperation efforts . The development of the North  -eastern
region, by opening up to Bangladesh and Myanmar, is another incentive.

Conclusion:

1 BIMSTEC region is notable forit s diversity, the mem ber states need to build on the regional
synergie s and work towards utilising the available resources in the most optimal manner.

This would help build a stronger and a more dynamic BIMSTEC.
Q) The Draft Patents Rules, released by the Mi nistry of Commerce undermine
safeguards against frivolous patents. Analyze. (250 words )
Reference
Reference

Why this questio n

India is still a technologyimporting nation by large ,and has also resistedvarious mowes of the
developedcountriesto makeits patent laws lessstrict. In this contextit is essentiakto discusshow
the draft patentrulesunderminesafeguardsagainstfrivolouspatents

www.insightsonindia.com 132 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/21/4-the-draft-patents-rules-released-by-the-ministry-of-commerce-undermine-safeguards-against-frivolous-patents-analyze-250-words/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/21/4-the-draft-patents-rules-released-by-the-ministry-of-commerce-undermine-safeguards-against-frivolous-patents-analyze-250-words/
https://thewire.in/health/draft-patents-rules-undermine-safeguards-against-frivolous-patents
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/the-government-s-new-proposals-on-patents-come-with-various-compromises-119011900345_1.html

SECURE SYNOPSIS "’

Directive wor d

Analyzeherewe haveto examinemethodicallythe structure or nature of the topic by separatingit
into componentparts,and preset themasa wholein a summary

Key demand of th e question

Thequestionwantsusto look deeperinto the draft CRZulesreleasedoy the ministryof Commerce
and bring out howthey underminesafeguardplacedagainstfrivolouspatents

Structure of the answer

Introduction ¢ write a few introductorylinesaboutthe recentchangedeingmulledoverbythe
government

Body -

Discusghe salientprovisionsof the bill and how they affed safeguardsagainstfrivolouspatents.
Eg

1 It proposesa newmechanisnwhichwill expeditedecisionson patent applications

1 Thisproposedfast-track processseemsto come with various other compromiseson the
functioningof L Y R patefarchitectureand for protectingaccesso medicines

1 Themonopolyof patentsis often justified as an incenive to promote R&D.But in pradice,
patentsare usedto control competitionand give fewer optionsto consumersTowardsthis
purpose big corporationsare knownfor obtaining multiple patentsclaimingminor changes
onthe sametechnolog or molecule

1 Thk practice of creating patentfencesadverselyimpactsthe industrial and technological
developmenbf countriedlike India, by preventingtheir firms from catchirg up with the latest
technology

f As a technologydependentcountry, L Yy R pdtefitsi Act discairages patenting frivolous
inventions and excludespatenting software, plants, animals or their parts and known
chemicalmolecules

1 Theproposedchangedor fast-track examinationsaythat if a patentis grantedin a foreign
patent office, then the applicant canapplyfor fast-tracking of the sameapplicationin India,
provided that there is a bilateral agreementbetween the Indian Patent Office and the
concernedoreignpatent office.

f Thismayleadto the & K I NJ 2 y bfadntlian pafegtability criteria with foreign countries
like US,Japan

i It canalsoleadto the granting of patentsprohibitedunderthe IndianPatentsAct, suchasa
patent on softwareor a knownmolecule.ln otherwords,the stringentstandardsfor granting
patentssetby parliamentin the Actwouldbe ignoredin practiceetc.

Conclusion ¢ basedon yourdiscussionform a fair and a balancedconclusioron the givenissue

Introduction

The Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) under the Min istry of
Commerce has floated proposed changes to the rules of the Indian patent Act. The Patents
(Amendment) Rules, 2018 amends the Patents Rules, 200 3

Body :
The propo sed changes in the Rules and the challenges posed are

f Itproposesa new mechanism which will expedite decisions on patent applicatio ns.
o Challenges posed: This proposed fast -track process seems to come with various
ot her compromi ses on t he f tent catchitecture ragd foo f
protecting access to medicines, for example
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o The monopoly of patents is often justified as an ince ntive to promote R&D. However,
patents are used to control competition and give fewer options to consumers

1 For fast -track examina tion say that if a patent is granted in a foreign patent office, then the
applicant can apply for fast  -tracking of the same application in India,  provided that there
is a bilateral agreement between the Indian Patent Office and the concerned foreign patent
office .

o Challenges posed: This may lead to the dharmonisation 6 o f | mtdntahility p
criteria with foreign countries like Us, Japan .

o Itcan als o lead to the granting of patents prohibited under the Indian Patents Act,
such as a patent on software orak  nown molecule .

o The stringent standards for granting patents set by parliame nt in the Act would be
ignored in practice

o The Patent Prosecution High way may make the Indian patent examiners rely on

the examination report of the foreign patent office and grant patents ignoring the
strict patentability criteria provided in the Indian Patents Act
The proposed changes undermine India  n Patents Act and lead s to Frivolous patents
1 Evergreening of Patents: Big corporations are known for obtaining multiple patents

claiming minor changes on the same technology or molecule :

T This practice of cr eating patent -fences adversely impacts the indust rial and technological
development of countries like India, by preventing their firms from catching up with the
latest technology .

! India is a technology -dependent country . Il ndi ads patents Aming di ¢
frivolous inventions and excludes patentin g software, plants, an imals or their parts and
known chemical molecules

1 The Indian Patents office granted patents in violation of t he patentability standard
contained in the Act. For instance, a study shows thatthereisa 72% errorrate in granting
paten ts in the area of phar maceuticals. With expeditious process, the error rates can go
higher .

Way Forward

! India needs a clear and tou gh stance on intellectual property both in domestic policy and
at the multi lateral level .
! Indian IPR laws is TRIPS compliant  and this must drive its IPR policy

1 Expedition of granting IPRs can be followed up with better manpower and
infrastructure  which is imperative to test before grant IPRs
1 Support for innovation has to be acc ompanied with instruments that guard local

compan ies against the misuse of market power, coercive bargaining and aggressive
acquisition strategies

T India needs to spread awareness 0 n IPR in public
1 It needs to safeguard its patents, copyrights and traditio nal knowledge by ensuring easy
IPR rules .
Q) | ndi ads r e ladmit {Clainadneo the 8AA RC serves no better purpose.
Examine. (250 words )
Reference

Why this questio n

Thearticle highlightsthe scopeand needof India-Chinacooperationin variousfields,includingthe
advantagesf admitting Chinaasa SAAR@ember

Directive wor d

Examine herewe haveto probedeeperinto the topic, getinto details,and find out the causesor
implicationsif any.

Key demand of the question

Thequestonwantsusto bringout the reasonsasto whyrefusalof Indiato admit Chinaasa member
of SAAR® workingagainstL Yy R dwin iftérests

Structure  of the answe r
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Introduction ¢ write afewintroductorylinesaboutthe SAARGtsmembersandpositionof China
asanobserverstate.

Body -
Discussvhy preventingChinafrom SAAR@embershigs workingagainstL y R ikteré3i&.Eg

1 TheUSChinatradewar andfrequentmeetingsbetweenthe leadersof Indiaand Chinapost
Doklam standof worked towards setting up a hotline between IndiaChina military
headquartersto strengthencommunicationand build trust and mutual understandingto
maketheir military maneuversand movementsmore predctable

9 Currently,as an observer,Chinacannot initiate any proposalnor can it participate in
discussionsind deliberations within the forum. New Delhimust reconsideiits strategy,as
!/ K A yinklgsidnas a dialogue partner will not grant it a veto but rather increasethe
likelihoodof bringingin Chineseeconomicand political capitalto strengthenthe SAARC

1 Asthe SAARG mostlydysfunctionalhavingonly paltry andsymbolicsuccessew its credit,
Chinesenclusionasa dialoguepartnerneedsto be mulledover.

9 Furthertheinclusionof Chinaasa dialoguepartnerin the SAAR@ameworkwould provide
a forumto discussoncerngelatedto Beijingled regionalinfrastructuredevelopmentand
connectivityprojectsand addressseveralissuesrelated to terms and conditionsof loans,
benefitsfor the localeconomyand sovereigity concernf countriesin the region etc.

Conc lusion -basedonyourdiscussionform a fair anda balancedconclusioronthe givenissue

Introduction
SAARCwassetupin 1985 andtodayithas 8 members :Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,

India, Maldiv es, Nepal, Pakistan and Srilanka. Af  ghanistan joi ned SAARC only in 2007. SAARC
member nations cooperate on a range of issues from agriculture, economy, poverty alleviation,
S&T and culture to encourage people to people contact

China has be en an observer member in SAARC since  2005. China has recently lobbied
to be upgraded to full membership and thus push its way to a dominant position in all of
Asia.

Body :

The Charter of SAARC requires  consensus among all mem bers for admitting a new
member . If Chinaisto b e admitted it must get the support of all the members. China expressed
its interest in joining the organisation in the 1 8th summit h eld in Kathmandu, Nepal in 2014.
However, this was not endorsed by India fo r geopolitical reasons

I ndi adensofpoaenn dor sing Chinads full membership are
1 Non-South Asian country: The perception that China is not a South Asian country as it
d o e s rhdrd a history and culture with the people of South Asia. Chinais nota ma instream
South Asian country
1 Hegemo ny of China: A number of SAARC countries have reportedly supported full

membership for China, including ally Pakistan, as well as Nepal and Sri L anka. China
potentially dominating the organization and working against Ind ia interests within it. This
may fur therdriveCh i nads BRI . interests

1 Impact on Bilateral ties and SAARC: Sino-l ndi an political di fficul

effectiveness and activ ities, as India -Pakistan ones have done; and Sino  -Indian interactions
withi n SAARC exacerbating China -India mis trust .
However , t he reluctance of India to admit China into
Strategic importance
1 The inclusion of Ch ina as a dialogue partner in the SAARC framework would provide a

forum to d iscuss concerns related to Beijing  -led regional i nfrastructure development and
connectivity projects

1 It will also help address several issues related to terms and conditions of loa ns, benefits
for the local economy and sovereignty concerns of countries in the region .
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f The US-China trade war and frequent meetings between the leaders of India and China

post-Doklam standoff worked towards setting up a hotline between India -China militar vy
headquarters .
T This will strengthen communication and build trust and mutu al understanding to make

their military manoeuvre s and movements more predictable
1 With USA reducing its military presence in Afghanistan; SAARC can act as a better forum
to help Af ghan rebuildtha n Chi nads single handed approacth.
leverage in Afghanistan
Economic Avenue
1 Curr ently, as an observer, China cannot initiate any proposal nor can it participate in
discussions and deliberations within the forum
1 NewDelhimustr econsi der its strategy, as Cbpartmeanwdsoti ncl
grant it a veto but rather incre ase the likelihood of bringing in Chinese economic and
political capital to strengthen the SAARC
New vigour to SAARC
1 As the SAARC is mostly dysfun ctional, having only paltry and symbolic successes to its
credit, Chinese inclusion as a dialogue partner ne eds to be mulled over

1 This can help SAARC get a new life
§ Structure of SAARC
1 A lopsided structure rare in the world of multilatera | diplomacy; SAARC has more
observers (9) than actual full -fledged members  (8). Indian officials accept that the
grouping wi Il need to be expanded at some stage
Conclusion
1 India must, at first, assess the role and function of SAARC itself due to its
disf unctionality. The implications of full membership are crucial , given that it comes
withaveto . Any assess menlteneedstoCfhaicntacdrs irno | ndi adwellper ¢
as the current and future dir ection of the relationship. It also requiresanalyses of Chi nac¢
relations with individual SAARC members and its approach to the  region .
Q) There is a need for India to have a be tter focus on the non -conventional security
threa ts prevalent in South Asia. Discuss . (250 words )
Reference

Why this questio n

Indiaplacessignificant stressonits externalsecuritythreatsbut thereis a growingneedfor Indiato
place more emphasison non-conventional securitythreats facedby it and sharedby other South
Asianmembers

Directive wor d

Discussthis is an all-encompassinglirective which mandatesusto write in detail about the key
demandof the question.we also haveto discussabout the related and important aspectsof the
guestionin orderto bring out a completepictureof the issuein hand

Key demand of the question .

Thequedion wants usto write in detail about the non-conventionalthreats facedby SouthAsian
nations,includingindia

Structure of the answe r

Introduction ¢ Givea briefdescriptiorof the conventionakource®fthreatto Indiain the context
of SouthAsia.Eg Chineséhreat, Pakistaniaggressionnuclearthreatsetc.

Body -
Discussn pointsthe non-conventionathreatsprevalentin SouthAsia.Eg

9 Terrorstattacksonthe Indianmainland havesurgedg considehigh-profile casesuchasthe
assaulton Parlianentin 2001,the 2008 Mumbai attacks,the Gurdagur attack in Punjabin
2015, the Pathankotattack in January2016, and the attacks on the Uri military campin
SeptembeR016,aswell asregularattacksthat getlessmediacoverage
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1 It canbe arguedthat addressinga threat by gathering credibleintelligenceand tightening
defensemechanismsvoulddo moreto counterterrorismthan mountingoffensivestrategies
that often do not work and sometimesackfire

1 Furthermore)ndiaandits neighborsalsofacemarny other non-conventionathreatssuchas
1 poverty,
1 illiteracy,
1 unemployment
1 underdevelopmen
1 andtheillicit trafficking of peopleand drugsetc.

Conc lusion -basedonyourdiscussin, form a fair anda balancedconclusioronthe givenissue

Introductio n:

Conventional threats traditionally would be th e military threats faced by a nation from
another nation  that impinge on its sovereign integrity, trade , maritime area under its juri sdiction
as per international law in which the various laws, both internati onal and national,
apply. Example : Threats from C hina, Pakistan etc. India has equipped herself in this front with
constant building up of her arsenal which includes the nuclear sec  ond strike capability and many
missiles .

Body :

Non-conventional thr eats would cover a host of other aspects. It can be defined as those
threats which are emanated by the non  -state actors . These are challenges to the s  urvival of
the state and well -being of people that arise primarily out of non -military sources. They
are trans -national in scope and transmitted rapidly d ue to globalization and communication
revolution

The major ones being terrorism, piracy, natural disa sters, drug trafficking, smugg ling,
illegal immigrants, changes in the climate and ecolog y

Terrorism :  Deliberate creation and exploitation of fear thro ugh violence or threat of violence in
pursuit of political change

{1 State -funded terrorism by Pakistan through separatist movement in Kashmir valley .

1 High -profile cases such as the assault on Parliament in 20 01, the 2008 Mumbai attacks,
the Gurdaspur attack  in Punjab in 2015, the Pathankot attack in January 2016, and the
attacks on the Uri military camp in September 2016, as well as reg ular attacks that get less
media coverage .

1 The insurgency in Nagaland, Mani  pur .

Organized crimes 0 national and transnationa I
1 Use of counterfeit currency, the finding of linkages between terrorists and underworld

! National and transnational crimes like pir acy, smuggling and drugs. Example: Punjab
which is in the vicinity of Golde n Crescent isadrug haveninindi a
Povert y

1 Poor crops in agriculture to high dependence on monsoon
1 Increasing population

1 Rising inequalities between the rich and the poor

1 Corru ption and black -money .

Religious extremism: Itis faith -based actionsthat are deliberate attempts to cause harm to other
people.

1 Polarization of the society

1 Communal violences as seen during Anti -Sikh War, Hindu -Muslim riots in Saharanpur
lllegal Migrat ion

1 Bangladeshi illegal immigrants, recent i ssue related to Rohingya Muslim  s.

Unemployment
1 India has the youngest working a ge population in the world, providing a tremendous
opportunity to leapfrog their way to development
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Underdevelopmen t
1 India has abou t 21.9% of her population below the poverty line despite good economic

growth.
Climate Chang e and Environment Pollutio n
f Indiabés devel opment trajectory has had to contend
Example: Indian cities are ranked among the m ost polluted cities in the world

Human Security Issue s
1 It is the combinati on of threats ass ociated with war, genocide, and the displacement of
populations .
f Issues of human trafficking, bonded labour, prostitution is highest in South Asian
countries .
1 The lack of freedom from violence and from the fear of violence
Information Sec  urity Issues: It is the state of being protected  against the unauthorized use of
information, especially electronic data
71 Confidentiality and Privacy issues: The issues related to t heft of personal information
1 Data theft and cyber -attack: Hacking and Deni al of Service att acks on many of the
Government w ebsites. WannaCry, a crypto -ransomware can stop public life dependent on
digital infrastructure
1 Lack of awareness and the culture o f cybersecurity at the individual as well as institutional
level.
1 Lack of t rained and qualified manpower to implement the co untermeasures

Way forwar d

1 South Asia is one of the least integrated regions in the world. There is a need to strengthen
the co -operation between the neighbours .

1 Alternative arrangements like BIMS TEC, SASE C must be kick -started .

1 Increased information exc hange and better security co -ordination  between the
contiguously bordered neighbours can help curb issues of terrorism, drug menace,
counterfeit currency

1 Since the challenges are the same across co untries, there can be generic framework
solution created w  ith customizable features as seen in Paris Agreement

1 Collaborative Bilateral ties among neighbouring nations to have documentation of illegal
immigrants .
1 Strengthening the cyber -security laws to fight the d ynamic threats. Regional

Cybersecurity laws like EU6s GDPR | aw can hel p -adnabettegt hen th
1 Lastly, acceptance of the non -conventional issues as an actual problem

Q) Space technology has great potential to help social and economi ¢ development,
especially in parts of the develop ing world such as South Asia, however, the potential
remains untapped. Analyze. (250 words )

Reference

Why this questio n

We haveseenin caseof Indiathat spacetechnologyhasbenefitedusimmenselyespeciallywhenit

comesto fields suchas agricultureetc. Thiswould have enabledsouth Asiato collectivelyresolve
many of the problemsrelated to developmentthat the regionfaces.Howeve due to reasonsas
discussedh the article, we havebeenunableto tap this potential. Hencethis questian

Key demand of the questio n

Thequestionfirst expectsusto bring out the potential that spacetechnologyhasfor SouthAsia.
Thereafterwe needto bring out the reasonswhy this potential remainsuntapped.Finally, we need
to discushow the statusquo canbereversed

Direc tive wor d

Analyzeg Whenaskedto analyze you haveto examinemethodicallythe structureor nature of the
topic by separatng it into componentparts and presentthemasawholein a summary

Structure of the answe r
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Introduction ¢ Explainthat SouthAsiais a regionwith severaldevelopmentakhallengesand
spacetechnologycould haveplayeda rolein dealingwith thosechallenges

Body
Discus$ow spacetechnologywould havehelpedsouth Asiag

1 South Asia is a region with uneven developmentand serious sccial, economic,and
developmentathallenges

1 Spacdechnologycapabilitiesare alsounevenlyspreadwith Chinaand Indiaasestablished
space playersin the region but with more new entrants in the field. Countrieslike
Bangladeh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, and the Maldives have a clear requirement for space
capabilitiesfor a numberof different utilities suchas dealingwith natural disastersand
communication.Theregionhasremainedproneto manyweatherrelated calamitieson a
fairly frequentbasis,makingdisasterwarningand mitigation important driversfor pursuing
anouter spaceagenda

1 Strengtheningconnectivity, communicatiom, and broadband internet acrossrural and
remoteareasof the regiontoo shouldbe strongimperatives

Discusghe reasonswvhy potential remainsuntapped

9 Availabilityof resourcesndlackof visionaryleadershipin the regionareimportant factors,
but so are internationalinsecurityand conflict

Discus$iow the situationcanbe corrected
1 confidencebuilding measuregCBMskanhelppromotespacedevelopmenin SouthAsa
I Usingalternativesto SAARGuchas BIMSTEEtc

Conclusion 8 Giveyourviewanddiscussway forward.

Introduction
South Asia is a region with several developmental challenges and space technology could

play a role in dealing with these challenges. The expanding use of space technology in the region

has given India more opportunities to continue using technological coo  peration as a tool of

diplomacy

Body :

Some of the achievements

1 | n diladidrs Regional Navigationa | Satellite system (IRNSS) , a set of 7 satellites was

launched in 2018. Thr  ough this, India provides the positioning and nav igation services to

its neighbou rs within 1500km radius

1 InMay 2017, India launchedthe GSAT-9, alsodubbedthe South Asia Satellit e, aiming to
provide space -enabled services to other South Asian countries .

1 Therecentlaunch ofthe Bangabandhu -1,Banglade s hdés first geostationat
shows the growing use of space technology for development among the South Asian
countrie s.

Need for Space Cooperation in South Asia

! South Asia is a region with un  even development and serious social, ec onomic, an d
developmental challenges

1 Space technology capabilities are also unevenly spread with China and India as established
space players in the region .

1 Countries like Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, and the Maldiv es have requirement for space
capabilit ies for de aling with natural disasters and communication .

f  Theregion has remained prone to many weather -related calamities on a frequent basis

f This makes disaster warning and mitigation important drivers for pursuing an outer

space agenda .

f Remote sensing of huge fo rests require monitoring, surveying, forest fire detections,
monitoring the huge water bodies like Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal also adds to the
needs.
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1 Strengthening connectivity, communication, teleeducati on, telemedicine and
broadband internet across rur al and remote areas of the region

1 Satellite -enabled projects that involve cross -border management of common
resources could greatly improve regional cooperation with minimal political costs

1 Security , both internal and border is a big concern in  the area. Better space technology
can ensure better GIS systems

 There are significant geographical features in South Asia that transcend pol itical
boundaries, such as the Himalayan Mountains, the Thar Desert, the Ba y of Bengal, the
Sundarbans forest, tra ns-boundar Yy rivers, and coastlines

Although there is a lot of need for spatial intervention, the following challenges have held back
the spac e development in South Asian regio n

71 Availability of resources and lack of v isionary leadership in the region are i mportant
factors .

1 There are concerns of international insecurity and conflict .

1 The competition between India and China spills over into the sp  ace domain .

1 Most South Asian countries are members of the Asia -Pacific Regi onal Space Agency Forum
(APRSAF) that i s governed by Japan .

1 Political problems associated with regional cooperation in South Asia. Example : India -
Pakistan rivalry

1 Smaller countries worry about being dragged into the Sino -Indian competition if they

1 Lacko fexisting rulesandnorms for outer space. Treaties such as the Outer Space Treaty
(OST) are inadequate to deal with the rapidly developing s pace sector .
T This has resulted in a growing debate about how to strengthen space norms and rules to
ensure safe and sustaina ble use of outer space for future generations
Way Forward
1 Confidence building measures (CBMS) can help promote space development i n South
Asia.
T India and China can offer significant assistance to the new e ntrants in the space domain in
the region .
1 There could be joint initiatives in the area of manufacturing and launching
sat ellites for the purpose of providing advance weather -relate d disaster warning
1 More significantly, space cooperation at the regional | evel has to focus on more basic
needs . The social sectors like Tele -medicine, Tele -education, coastline monitoring,
forest monitoring can be take n up at first to alleviate poverty
1 Areas such as disaster warning and mitigation are ideal candidates for coop eration
within the South Asian regions
1 Private c ompany 6s par tlikecSpagreXtis meeded to further develop the space
industry .
1 Loans and fi nancial help from global financial i nstitutions like  ADB, NDB, AlIB should be
leveraged .
Conclusion
India, China, and Japan have their own limited capa bilities to monitor the space
environment. Combining the efforts of these three large space -fari ng powers in Asia would be
greatly b eneficial. The bigger space players in Asia could find ways to co -operate, it would
provide incentives to smaller states as well .
Q) Discuss the evolution of | onASEAN &8 @E50Wordsy) wi
Reference
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collabo rate with one side or the other

Key demand of the questio n

Thequestionexpectsusto bringout the evolutionof L Y R policgth respectto ASEANrom look
easyto act east. Thereafter we needto bring out the impactof suchpolicieson relationsbetween
Indiaand Aseanand discusghe way forward.

Directive wor d
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Discusg Thisis an all-encompasingdirective¢ youhaveto debateon paperby goingthroughthe
detailsof the issuesconcernedby examiningeachone of them. Youhaveto give reasonsfor both
for andagainstargument

Structure  of the answe r
Introduction ¢ Givea briefintroductionabout ASEANnd why they are important for India
Body

Discussn brief the history of A ¥ R felat@rishipwith ASEANHighlght the evolutionof L Y RA | Q&
foreignpolicywrt ASEANrom LookEastpolicyto Act Eastpolicyand discusghe contentof these
policies

Highlightthe major challengesand opportunitiesthat L y* R delatiOravith ASEANrovides.Youcan
discusghe trade agreementbetweenthe two, the strategiccontentof the relationshipetc

Discus$iow the relationshipcanevolveto becomemutually beneficid

Conclusion ¢ Giveyourviewonthe statusof IndiaAseanrelationshipand discussvay forward.
Introduction
ASEAN is a regional grouping of 10 South East Asian nations set up under Bangkok
declaration in 1967 . I ndi ads prwih ASEANasnaskéyipillar of our foreign policy an d
the foundation of ou r Act East Policy . India and ASEAN observed 25 ye ars of their Dialogue
Partnership, 15 years of Summit Level interaction and 5 years of Strategic Partnership in
2018.

Body :
I n d i pali@dyshas not been some sudden bright inspiration of an individual buta g radual growth
evolving from even before independe nce.

Historical Perspective
1 Southeast Asia was hugely influenced by Indian culture and civilisation from around 200
BC until around the 15th century
§ Tamil traders, adventurers, teache rs and priests continu ed to be the dominating
influence in Southeast As iauntilabout 1500 CE.  Tamilkings oftenruled the earliest states
in these regions .

1 Hinduism and Buddhism both spread to these sta tes from India and for many centuries co -
existed ther e with mutual tolerati  on.
T Indian influence travelled to southeast Asia through trade, religion and philosophy and not

by sword or violence or conques t
Post independence (1947  -1992) :

1 The policy was dynami c, forward looking and in complete empathy and solida rity with the
hopes an d aspirations of Southeast Asian people
T India co nsidered the struggle of Southeast countries against colonial rule as integral to its

own struggle for freedom
f I ndi ads f oyrtosards Southeadt Asia was marked by two basic postulates
1. Colonialism m ustberemoved and all vestiges of imperialism mu st be liquidated ;
2. No big or medium powers be allowed to dominate the area so as to fill the power
vacuum created by withdrawal of Eu ropean powers .

1 Due to intensity of Cold War , relations between India, Malay  sia and Singapore flourished,
but the Indian fore ign policy apparatus started losing interest in Southeast Asia

1 ASEAN came into existence when the war in Indo -china was escalating. The general pro -
western orientation of the original five members of ASEAN compelled Indiato distance
itself from ASEAN .

Post Cold War (1992 4 till date)

1 India and ASEAN came together on the basis of mutuality of interests. The post -Cold War
era indeed u shered in a new phase of rediscovery and renaissance in the relationship
between India and ASEAN

1 Look East Policy (LEP)  that was put in place by the then Prime Minister Narasimha Rao
in 1992 under radically different geo -political and economic circumstanc es was primarily
focused on strengthening ties between India and ASEAN coun tries .
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f Having become a sectoral partner of ASEAN in 1992, India became a dialogue partner and
member of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) in 1996

{1 Indiaand ASEAN e ntered into a summit  partnership in 2002, the tenth anniversary of LEP,
and launched negotiatio ns for a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) in goodsin2  003.

1 The NDA Go v eAcnEastRolicy s enunciated in Nov, 2014 sought not only to revive
and reinvigorate Ind i ads r el a tASEAN ut expandits engagement beyond this
region .

' The AEP envisages encom passing a much wider expanse spanning from the Ko reas in the
North t o Australia and New Zeal and i n t he S
neighbourhood to Fijian  d Pacific Island cou ntries in the Far East

Opportunities to explore and challenges to overcome
India, ASEAN, and the Chinese Conundrum

1 Issue of ownership, control, usage and exploitation of oil, gas, mineral and fisheries
resources in the South China Se a has emerged as a m ajor dispute between China and
several ASEAN countries like Vietham, Philip pines, Brunei and Malaysia

71 India along with seve ral others have supported freedom of navigation, ensuring maritime
security, expeditious resolution of disputes according to provisi ons of UN Convention on
the Law of the Seas 1982

Moving Towards a Free Tra  de Agreement

1 A few ASEAN countries are still to ratify the FTA on Investment and Services between India
and ASEAN .

1 Negotiations on the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership ( RCEP) Agreement
which commenced in 2012 are due to be concluded soon

1 Enter inginto RCEP agreement will throw India open to uncontrolled imports of low quality,
low priced Chinese goods which would be detrimental to its own industry

1 Secondly, India has no t been able to receive any meaningful offers from other part|C|pants
inthe area of trade in services in which itenjoysac  omparative advantage .

1 India and ASEAN account for about 30% of the global population (i.e. 1.85 billion people)
and a combined GDP o fapproximately USD 5.4 trillion. Together they would form the third
largest economy int he world .

India & U.S. Partnership in the Region

1 Theissuance of a Joint Strategic Vision for Asia Pacific and Indian Ocean Region has shown
the USAG8s pivsat towards A

1 A meeting of the Quad (USA, Japan, Australia and India) at official le vel also gave strong
indications of the interest of these countries to work together to ensure a free, open,
inclusive and prosperous region

T India needs to walk a tight -rope inits diplomacy towards both USA and China

Way Forward

1 Technology transfer, ci vilian nuclear cooperation, defence, innovation a re all important
sectors which need to be targeted

1 Use of soft power such as Buddhism, tourism, people to people contacts, and cult ural ties
with the region must also be harnessed

1 Wrt China, continuous eng  agement is nec essary to expand cooperation, parti  cularly on the
economic front. Leverage the funds from AlIB, NDB

1 Improve Indian connectivity with ASEAN, particularly between North East India and
Myanmar via the Trilateral Highway and Kaladan Multi -modal Trade Transit Project,
BIMSTEC etc to promote pea ce and prosperity in the North  -East region .

1 Stronger partnership and enhanced cooperation should be prioritised by both sides if ful I
potential of this engagement is to be realised

Conclusion

India and ASE AN are natural partners in their desire to create free, open and inclusive regional
security architecture. | ndi a 6East Astpehaveo begn estabbsbed wi t h
through culture, trade and religion and not through O0conquest dndich 6 s o |
search for economic space resulted in the dook East .Prbel Look fdst Policy has today

matured into a dynamic and action oriented Act East .Policyo
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Q) Di scuss the relevance of S dliey Rzl examinelwhed i &hérs f
Bl MSTEC is more suited t?2o(250wodds g 6s 1 nterests
Reference

Key demand of the questio n

Thequestionexpectsusto discusghe statusquo of SAARGhe reasonwhy regionalconnectivityis
important both from an Indianaswell asaregional point of view. Thereafterwe needto discusshe
shortcomingsof SAAR@Nd examinewhy BIMSTE® more crucialfor fulfilling L y* R visioiat the
region

Directive wor d

Diswssc Thisis an all-encompassinglirective¢ youhaveto debateon paperby goingthroughthe
detailsof the issuesconcermed by examiningeachone of them. Youhaveto give reasonsfor both
for andagainstargumens

Structure of the answe r

Introduction ¢ Explainabout the lack of cohesivenesin South Asia which has not allowed
countriesin the regionto tackletheir developnental deficittogether.

Body

Discusshe contentof L Y R foreighfolicywith respectto SouthAsianregionandwhy an effective
regionalgroupingsuchas SAARGr BIMSTE@ould be beneficialfor India

Disussthe agreementsthat Indiawas planningwith SAARGuchas electricity grid connectivity,
transportcorridor etc . Discussvhy achievingheseaimsthrough SAAR@roveddifficult

Highlightthe opportunitiesprovidedby BIMSTE@nd discusghe way forward wrt BIMSTEC

Conclusion ¢ Giveyourviewand discussvay forward.

Introduction

SAARC set up in 1985 lacks cohesiveness, despite geographical contiguity and
histo rical and cultural links. T he SAARC region remains the least integrated reg ions in the world
and has failed to tackle their developmental deficit together. SAARC as an Organisation ha S not

lived up to expectations when measured in terms of delivery

Body :
Il ndi ads foreign policy with respect followingmrinciples Asi an

1 Panchsheel: These fundament al principles include for instance the five principles of
peacefulco-e xi st ence: Mut ual respect f or tyandsokereigrityh e r 0 s
Mutual non -aggression, Mutual non -interference, Equalit y and mutual benefit, and
Peaceful co-existence .

1 Neighbourhood First: Cordi al relations and producti ve
neighbours, particularly with the founder Members of SAARC in South Asia, has always
with a priority

1 Strategic Autonomy: Indepe ndence of decision making and stra  tegic autonomy are
significant features of | n ddelevesinFartnershipsogndshuesl i cvy .
Alliances , particularly military a  lliances .

1 Constructive Engagement over Aggression: India advocates the poli cy of constructive
engagement over aggression. It believes that violent retaliation and confrontation can only
complicate the matters

1 No endorsement of Unilateral Sanctions: India also does not endorse the idea of imposing
sanctions against any individual country by another country or group of countries unless
these sanctions have been imposed by the United Nations as a result of international
consensus .

Effective grouping lik e SAARC will be beneficial for Indi a
1 The importance of regional cooperation parti cularly in the spirit of South -South cooperation

between geographically contiguous countries cannot be belittled

www.insightsonindia.com 143 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/22/3-discuss-the-relevance-of-saarc-in-indias-foreign-policy-and-examine-whether-bimstec-is-more-suited-to-indias-interests250-words/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/22/3-discuss-the-relevance-of-saarc-in-indias-foreign-policy-and-examine-whether-bimstec-is-more-suited-to-indias-interests250-words/
https://mea.gov.in/distinguished-lectures-detail.htm?766

SECURE SYNOPSIS "’

f Seamless physical connectivity : Connectivity between regions increa ses the economic
interaction and collective growth of region. This increase s the economic and political
bonhomie between nat ions and its people

1 Trade and Commerce: trade liberalisation under SAAFTA , operationalization of

SAARC Agreement on Trade in Servi ces (SATIS) have the potential to tackle the
developmental deficit together
1 Common threats of Terrorism, Climate Change imp acts, Poverty and Socio  -Economic

backwardness can be fought together as the problems plague all countries equally
f Unexplored and hi gh-potential areas like Power generation, Science & Technology,
Sports, Cul ture can be strengthened through agreements and M oUs.

SAARC has failed in achieving its objectives because

1 India -Pakistan rivalry : This has become a bottleneck in achieving e ffecti ve coordination.
India has conveyed that terrorism and talks cannot go on s imultaneously

{ Bilateralissues: Longpendingiss ues between members like fishermen issue between India
and Srilanka, Teesta water sharing between India and Bangladesh, lack o f dire ct access to
Afghanistan to other members except Pakistan have restricted i n arriving at common
ground for regional integrat  ion .

1 Perceived Big -Brother attitude of India: Asymmetry in the region due to sheer size of
Indian economy and stature in inter nation al arena requires India to play an over active role.
However, this is perce ived as big brother attitude by other members cre ating mistrust

7 Internal Crises:  Almost every member is facing numerous internal crises like Tamils issue
in Srilanka, Constit utiona | crisis in Nepal, religious fundamentalism in Pakistan and
Bangladesh, Ter rorism and instability in Afghanistan. Consequent ly, there is no much
enthusiasm to achieve collaboration in the sub continent

1 Chinads inroad into 8d&easnG pmesence dbfrchina sn:the region and
reservations of India with China is creating roadblocks. India cannot match the levels of
fin ancing by China. China with its grand plan of BRI has lured the small nations .

1 Poverty - Ridden: Eventhoughthe regionaccount sfor 21% of world population, its share
in global GDP is just around 3%. Being o ne of the poverty ridden areas of the world, ther e
is limited avenues to achieve synergy

BIMSTEC provides an alternative to ~ SAARC due to the following reasons
1 Connectivity
o BIMSTE C serves two purposes for India & it makes it easier for India  to share a

common regional platform with its neighbours in So uth Asia (sans Pakistan) and
secondly, BIMSTEC also establishes a linkage between South and Southeast
Asia .

o The development of the N  orth -eastern region, by opening up to Bangladesh and
Myanmar, is another in  centive for India
1 Regional Co -operation: Regional cooperation under the ambit of SAARC has become
difficult made BIMSTEC more viable
o Despite | ndi a @st inkceopenating a tnd rstrengthening intra -regional
connectivity by backing the ~ SAARC dMotor veh icle agreement , the agreement was
stalledfollowi ng Paki stands reluctance
o Similarly,the SAARC satellite project that India proposed was abandoned following
objection from Pakistan in 201 6
o SAARC has also faced obstacles in the area of security cooperation . A major
hindrance in this regard has been the | ack of consensus on threat perceptions, since
member countries disagree on the idea of threats. Example : cross -border terrorism
eman ating from Pakistan
1 Cordial Relationship
o The member countries have genera lly cordial relationships , something patently
mis sing among the SAARC countries
o BIl MSTECO6s maj or strengt h c o mecldesftwooimiu t Bnéal f a c
regional powers: Thail and and India. This adds to the comfort of smaller
neighbours by reducing t he fear of dominance by one big power
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f Economicv istas: As a trade bloc, BIMSTEC provides many opportunities

o The region has countries with the fastest -growing economies in the worl

d. The

combined GDP in the region is around USS$2 trillion  and will likely g row further

o Trade amongthe BIMSTEC member count  riesreached six percentin justadecade ,
while in SAARC, ithas remained around five percent since it s inception

o Compared to SAAR C, BIMSTEC has greater trade potential as well. Among the

member countries, | ndi a 0 s-BIMSTEC trade is around 3 percent
trade .

of its total

o BIMSTEC regional grouping happens to have five nations that are also part of SAARC.
The fact that this regionis ~ growing at 6.5% per annum, collectively comprises of 1.5
billionpeople,i s t he drive behind I ndi MB8ECfocus bei

Conclusion
1 Geographies are not static; they evolve, sometimes slowly and quickly at others. How we
imagine and construct reg ions changes according to circumstances. India must look at
her national in terests and strategic autonomy . In the process, s he can take along the

likeminded neighbours together

Q) BIMSTEC has demonstrated considerable push to further expand cooperation and
connect ivity among the member states. Discuss . (250 words )

The hindu
Reference

Why this questio n

BIMSTEGasbeentouted asan alternativeto SAARGyhichhasreacheda deadenddueto various
political issues.In this contextit is important to discussthe measuresrecentlytaken under the

BIMSTE®ameworkto improve connectivityand cooperationamong the memberstates

Directive wor d

Discuss this is an all-encompassinglirectivewhich mandatesus to write in detail about the key
demandof the question.we also haveto discussabout the related and important aspects of the

guestionin orderto bring out a completepictureof the issuein hand

Key demand of the question

The questionwants us to write in detail about the initiatives and decisionstaken under the

frameworkof BIMSTE@ improveconnectivityand cogperationamongthe memberstates

Str ucture of the answe r

Introduction ¢ write a few introductory lines about the BIMSTECEg mention about the

membersof the organizationand date of incorporationetc.
Body -

Discusén pointsaboutthe initiativesand decisiongakenby the organisationto bolstercooperation

and connectivityamongthe memberstates.Eg

1 Followingthe fourth meeting of the Bay of Bengallnitiative for Multi-SectoralTechnicabnd
EconomicooperatioBIMSTEG) Kathmandun August there isarenewedpushto conclude

a seliesof proposalgo further cooperation and connectivity

1 Thetop amongthemarea master planonconnectivityandthe motor vehicleagreementwhich

havebeenin the worksfor almosta decade

9 Otherproposalslike a parliamentariansforum, cooperationon cyberand spacecooperation

and maritime securityare underdiscussion

1 Similarly the motor vehicleagreementwhichaimsto streamlinevehiclemovementacrossthe

regionis alsoin an advancedstageof finalisation
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1 BIMSTEGs already looking at adopting the model of ASEANCoordinating Centre for
HumanitarianAssistanc€ AHA)on disastermanagementetc.

Conclusion ¢ basedon yourdiscussionform a fair anda balancedconclusioron the givenissue

Introduction

The Bay of Bengal is fast becoming a key area of economic and st  rategic competition
in the Indo -Pacific. BIMSTEC is a bridge between South Asia and South East Asia . BIMSTEC
has gained more favour as the preferred platform for regional cooperatio nin South Asia. The Sub -
regional org anization came into being in 1997, thr ough the Bangkok declaration. The first
summit wa s held in 2004 and its secretariat was set up in 2014 in Dhaka, Bangladesh

Body :

BIMSTEC has taken several initiatives and decisi ons to bolster cooperation and connectivity
among the member states. Follow ing the fourth meeting  of the BIMSTEC in Kathmand u in
August 2018, there is a renewed push to conclude a series of proposals to furth er cooperation and
connectivity .
 Co-operation: Indi ads stimulating outl ook -a-\visvisia-Hasific8so ut h
expressed through Act east policy and the other way round, i.e.the Asia -Paci fi cds de
have India as a strong stakeholder in t he region .
1 Connectivity , BIMSTEC has at last thr ee major projects that, when finished, could

transform the movement of good s and vehicles through the countries in the group ing.
o Oneisthe Kaladan Multimodal project that seeks to link India and Myanmar
o Anotheristhe Asian Trilateral Highway connecting India and Thailand through

Myanmar . It represents a significant step in est ablishing connectivity between India
and Southeas t Asian countries

o Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal (BBIN) has signed a pact for the movement
of goods and vehicles among them
1 Regional cooperation in areas of mutual concerns includin g terrorism, violen  textremism,
transnational organised crime and in surgency; food security, energy; trade and
investment, poverty alleviation to name a few.

1 Cyber -Security Co -operation
o The BIMSTEC r egion has the largest share of social media users and largest user of
mobil e phones in the world

o Poorliteracy ratesanddi gital literacy makes it vulnerable to cyber -crimes, data -theft,
internet -frauds and propagation of fake news
o Inordertoreapthe d igital dividend, there is a need of collaborative and co -operative

effort t o ensure rapid cyber capacity building
1 Fightaga inst Terror
o On the crucial issue of joint fight against terrorism, BIMSTEC already has
a convention on combating international terr orism .
o All members have signed it, but yet to ratify
1 Climate Change and Di  saster Management
o BIMSTEC is already looking at  adopting the model of ASEAN Coordinating Centre
for Humanitarian Assistance (AHA) on disaster management
o BIMSTEC weatherandclimat e centre at Noida will be renamed as BIMSTEC disaster
management and climat e change centre
o India circulated a draft coastal security plan in December 2017 which has now
been circulated to member states and t heir comments are awaited
o India will provide tr aining to member states at its disaster management training
centre in Nagpu .
1 Parliamentari:ands forum
o India had sentaprop osalona j oi nt par |l i ament and had askes forf or u |
suggestions from the membe rs.
1 Many other potential areas like Maritime Connectivity, space cooperation, transnational
crime and a human rights council can be looked into.
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Conclusion
BIMSTEC region is notable for its diversity, the member states need to build on the regional
synergies and work towards utilising the available res ources in the most optimal manner. This

would help build a stronger and a m ore dynamic BIMSTEC

Q) Discus h ow India -Maldives relationship has evolved over the time. (250 words )
The hindu
Reference

Why this questio n

The changein governmentin Maldiveshasledto a thaw in the coldrelationsbetweenthe stateand
the India.Inthis contextit isimportantto discusghe India- Maldivesrelationship in detailandbring
out its historicaland currentposition

Directive wor d

Discussthisisan all-encompassinglirecreceivewhichmandatesusto write in detail aboutthe key
demandof the question.we also haveto discussabout the related and important aspectsof the
guestionin orderto bring out a completepictureof the issuein hand

Key demand of the question .

The questionwants us to write in detail about the IndiaMaldivesrelationship the history of
engagementjmportant events,issuesand concerns

Structure of the answe r

Introduction - write a few introductorylinesabout the Maldives.E.gmentionits locationand
proximityto Indiaandits vital positionin the Indianocean

Body -
Discusshe historyof the relationshipbetweenthe two countries.Eg

f Indian! NJ & &JS N4 (G ddgd £coupin Maldivesthat was attempted by a pro-
Eelamgroupin 1988

India maintainsa navalpresencen Maldives,at the requestof the Maldives,since2009

Maldiveshas pledgedits supportto India as a permanentmemberof an expandedUN
SecurityCouncil

1 RelationsbetweenlIndia and Maldivescameundera strain after Male had terminatedthe
agreementit enteredinto with GMRin 2010 for the modernisationof the Ibrahim Nasir
International Airport.

I Maldivesisalsopart of / K A \GilkRagdproject,a movethat hasnot gonedown well in
NewDelhi

Discusshe presentstatusand future areasof cooperationand engagementEg

During his maiden India visit, Solihnot only emphasizedis O 2 dzy tradiBofslly closeties with
India, but alsoaffirmedhis3 2 @ S NI/ &IS yWHEtRalicys

1 Indiareciprocatedthe gestureby annourtingan assistancef $1.4 billion through a credit
line and budgetarysupportto the Maldives

Conclusion ¢ basedon yourdiscussionform a fair and a balancedconclusioron the givenissue

Introduction
Maldives is strategically located in the Indian Ocean. Maldives archipelago, comprising of
1,200 coral islands, lies next to key shipping lanes  which ensure uninterrupted e nergy supplies
to countries like India, China and Japan. Though small, the Maldives is | ndi ads i mpor
neighbour and a val ued partner in the Indian Ocean neighbourhood
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Body :

India -Maldives ties are built on a very strong foundation, the contours of which are defined
by shared strategic, security , economic and developmental goals . The evo lution of ties between
the two countries is as follows

f 1965 to 2012

o India was among the first to recognise Maldives after its independ ence in 1965 and
to establish diplomatic relations with the country. India established its mission at
Malé in 1972 .

o Operatio n Cactus in 1988: I ndian Armyds operation foiled
was attempted by a pro -Eelam group. This was a success of | ndi ads for
policy without signalling any interference in the domestic a ffairs of a sovereign
country .

o In 2006, | ndian Na vy gifted a Trinkat Class Fast Attack Craft of 46 m length to
Mal di ves National Defence Forceds Coast Guar

o India maintains a naval presence in Maldives, at the request of the Maldives ,
since 2009 .

o India

and Maldives have consistently supporte d each other in multilateral fora suc
h as the UN, the Commonwealth, the NAM and the SAARC

o Maldives has pledgedits supporttoindia  asa permanent member of an expanded
UN Security Council

o India has offered assistance to Maldives wherever required . After the tsunami that
struck Maldives on December 26, 2004, India was the first country to rush relief and
aid to Maldives .

o Relations bet ween India and Maldives came under a strain after Male had terminated
the a greement it entered into with GMR in 2010 for the modernisation of the Ibrahim
Nasir International Airport

1 Post 2012
o The relations had soured after ex -pr esi dent Y a me esuppressios efr i o u
democracy with many opposition leaders being jailed under A rson and Sedition. The

former pro -IndiaM aldivian president Nasheed was also incarcerated. Yameen even
proclaimed Emergency fearing Impeachment .

o Il ndia had assi st ed prbtads dyiseneirgy ds olesérneers,tanddad also
withdrawn observers at one  point because the electoral process was n  either f ree nor

fair .
o In March 2015, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi cancelled his state visit to the
island nation protesting the gross injustice and authoritarian moves of Yameen .
o The Maldives also declinedIn di a®s i n voitakeapart imits bien nial eig ht-day
naval exercise, MILAN , last year .
o Mal dives is also part of Chinads Silk Road p

well in N ew Delhi .
o Mal di ves growing 0cl os:8adtheChisatandWakistan C stapping up

their strategic inroads into the Mald ives and China even signed a Free-Trade
agreement .

o India was the first to respond to the drinking water crisis in 2014 in the Island by
sending a ship fitted with desalination plant and huge stock of potable water .

o Yameen government had asked India  to remo ve its Dhruv advanced light helicopters
from Maldives (which India had gifted in 2013)
o Yameends g¢govVver n mgeeddvidan senawblsfa Indians who were legally

working in the Maldives, without givin g any explanation
o Work permits  were not being is sued to Indian Nationals
The recent victory of IbrahimSolh s houl d come as a great relief and
to str engthen its partnerships in the neighbourhood. It marks not only the triump h of
democratic forces in the Maldives, b ut also reflects the firm commitment to the values of

democracy and the rule of law
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Potential of India -Maldivian ties

w

! Itgivesa boostto | ndi ads efforts to strengthen its partr

7 Inkeepingwith &Nei ghbour ho ddlicyFindia fo¢ &s forward to working closely with
the Maldives in  further deepening our partnership

! India can now renew its ties with the new gove rnment and work with Maldives
for ensuring stability and security of Indian Ocean region (IOR)

1 India can renew talks over t he fate of Indian Coast Guard and Air Force personnel
stationed in the Maldives, whose visas have been pending since June 2 018 .

1 With new regime at Centre, India would hope that democratic institutions are up held,
political prisoners are released and bilate ral relations are improved

Conclusion

1 With the people electing a more democratic form of government in Maldives, India ca n
engage with Maldives to establish much more friendly relations than previous gover nment
era to protect the safety and security of e ntire Indian Ocean region.

1 Indiacan stand together with the aspirations of citizens of neighbouring countries and

th e prosp ects of along -term sustainable relationship will be much brighter

Q) In its present  form, RCEP agreement, is good for the region but not for India.
Critically analyze. (250 words )

Referen ce
Reference

Why this questio n

RCERs an important trade agreementwhich will have sigrificant implicationsfor India. In this
commentit is essentiato analyzethe agreementin detail and bring out why in its presentform the
agreementdoesnot suitL Y R iterees

Directive wor d

Criticallyanalyzehere we haveto examinemethodicallythe structure or nature of the topic by
separatingit into componentparts,and presentthemasa wholein a summary

Key demand of the question .

The questionwants us to dig deepinto the RCERagreement and bring out why although the
agreementmay be good for the region/ bloc but is not in consonancevith L y' R tkréstsin its
presentform.

Structure of the answe r

Introduct ion ¢ write a few introductorylinesaboutthe RCERgreement who arethe members,
statusof Indiavisa visRCERNd economyand populationrepresenteddy the group.

Body -
Discusshe size powerof the tradeblocandits significanceEg

1 Theagreementwill caterto half of & 2 NIGRAhalf of the g 2 NIpdp@aiion)and will be
the nextbiggesttrade pactafter the agreemenonArthur 5 |y | dgaft tO dpgradeGeneral
Agreemenibon Tariffsand Trade(GATT.

1 Apartfromthe 10 membercountriesof the Asseiationof SoutheasAsianNations(ASEAN),
other RCEBignatoriesncludeChina Japan SouthKorea ndia,AustraliaandNewZealand.

1 Theprogresof the partnershipis beingcloselymonitoredby mosttrade observerglobally,
especiallywhenconsideringhe USChinatrade war.

Discussvhyin presentform the agreementis not goodfor India.Eg

1 Theagreementin the presentstate of negotiationswould meanforgoinga substantialpart
of the revenues
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1 Thisfurtherimpliesthat the governmentneedsto be confidenton the GSThumberssothat
it cancompensatdor the loss

1 Thepresencef Chinacreatesapprehensiongspeciallyvhenit iswelldocumentedhat the
countryenjoysmanufacturingsurplusandis already dumpingits productsacrosshe world,
includingin Indiaetc.

Conclusion - basedonyourdiscussionform a fair anda balancedconclusioron the givenissue

Introduction

RCEP is a proposed free trade agreement (FTA) between ASEAN and six Indo -Pacific
states .RCEPisthe wor | dds | ar ge stc,eeeong meailyhalflofithe global economy
The chief objectives include the spirit to strengthen economic linkages and to enhanc e trade
and investment related activities as well as to con tribute to minim ising development
gap among the parties
Body :

The grouping envisages regional economic integration, leading to the creation of the
largest regional trading bloc in the world, accounting for near |l vy 45% of t he
popula tion with a combi ned gross domestic product of $21.3 trillion
Sig nificance of RCEP

Coverage of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)

KOREA
C"{’Nﬁ\, ol 51 billion people
1 DE SOl eop o 1.4 trillion dollars
10.9 trillion dollars
. fJ RCEP total population: 3.5 billion
JAPAN GDP: 22.4 trillion dolar

127 million people
4.1 trillion dollars

AUSTRALIA
24 million people
1.2 trillion dollars

INDIA

1.3 billion people
2.1 trillion dollars

ASEAN
% 629 million people,
#h2.4 trillion dollars

v
NEW ZEALAND
5 million people
172 trillion dollars

o3

1 RCEPisthe wor |l dds | ar gest ,eovedng cnearlychalflof thee global economy

1 RCEP will provide a fram ework aimed at lowering trade barriers and securing improved
market access for goods and services  for businesses in the regi on.

1 RCEPG&s share of the global economy c 0%0.5qladaliorc ount
global GDP (PPP) by 2050

f The groupi ng envisages regional economic integration , leading to the creation of the
largest regional trading bloc in the world

1 RCEP recognises the importance of being inclusive, especially to enable SMEs leverage on
the agreement and cope with challenges arising f rom globalisation and trade
liberalisation
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1 Analysts suggest that there are  enormous export gains that could accrue to India from
RCEP under varying scenarios. This assumes even greater importance since our focus has

been on products with favourable terms of trade for India

{1 India endeavours to integrate with a region, which has been the most successful region of
the world in t erms of thriving regional value chains (RVCs). These RVCs necessitate freer
movement of professionals across countries in the region .

1 This is especially crucial in a scenario when the vector of | ndi ad s raprecdividend is
concomitant to the vector oft he cagingé popul ati on in most RCEP cou

However, there are views that in present form the RCEP agreement is not good for India :
1 The current account deficit (CAD) touched 8 per cent of GDP , and the agre ement in the
present state of negotiations would mean forgoing a substantial part of the revenues
1 Greater access to Chinese goods may have impact on the Indian manufacturing sector

India has got massive trade deficit with China. In fiscal year 2017 -18, t he trade deficit with
China was $63 billion

1 Unde r these circumstances, India proposed differential market access strategy for China

1 Exports from ASEAN into India have grown far qu icker than Indian exports to the bloc,
which they attribute to the fact tha tIndiaisa dservices economy. 06

There are demand s by other RCEP countries for lowering customs dut ies on a number of
products and greater access to the market than India has been w illing to provide

1 Apart from China, India is also losing out to financial and technological hub of Singapore,
agriculture a nd dairy majors Australia and New Zealand, plantat ions of South East Asian
countries, and pharmaceutical trade with China and the US

1 With e -commerce as part of the discussion, the Indian resistance at WTO o f not letting the
discussion on digital trade wil | weaken .

1 The free movement of investments will be  nefit investors in the US, Singapore, Japan and
China, but very few Indians will b e taking advantage of this
1 New Delhi is also worried that the RCEP will op en backdoor negotiations and may lead to
the coun try losing out on TRIPS agreements. This may resul tin giving way to global majors
in agriculture seed and pharmaceutical manufactur ing .
Conclusion
Bilateral talks between India and China ar e crucial for an early conclusion of RCEP
negotai ations as agreed by other members. Indian policyma kers need to be mindful of domestic
sectorsd concerns bef odel Sihwltaseeusly theredsm ndcessityri@ imprdve
our competitiveness i n the economy. India must play its due role to ge t its due place in
the regional economic configura tions .

Q) Comment on what would Brexit, and the form it takes, mean for India and how
should India prepare for this eventuality ? (250 words )
Reference

Key demand of the questio n

Thequestionexpectausto shedsomelight on the complicationssurroundingBrexit,the implication
of the dealon Indiaandevaluatethe responsef Indiasofar aswell ashow shouldherresponsebe.

Directive wor d

Comment; Whenyou are askedto comment you haveto pickmainpointsandgiveyourW2 LIA Y A 2 Y Q
onthem basedon evidence®r argumentsstemmingfrom yourwide reading.Youropinionmay be
for or against,but youmustbackyourargumentwith evidences

Structure  of the answe r

Intr oduction ¢ Highight why Brexithasbeenin newsoff late and discusghe complications
Body

Commenbn how andwhywould Brexitimpact India

1 Brexitisan opportunityfor Indiato resetthe legaltermsof its trade with the UKand EU,at
the multilateral level,and through free trade agreements
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1 Indianbusinessegaditionally rely on the UKastheir port of entryinto the BU

9 international trade law assuredndianbusinessethat entry into the UKwasan entry into
the BU

9 Today,roughly800 Indian companie operatein the UK,employing104,932people.india
investsmorein the UKthanin the restof the EUcombined TheUKis takingitselfout of that
combination.As Indian companiessearchfor new markets beyond the UK, they will be
unableto rely onthe dfour ¥ NB S Ryfavadtéeof the EUcustomsunion: free movement
of goods,servicescapital,andlabor.

AnalyzehowL Yy R vesp@seo Brexithasbeenandhow it shouldbe

9 Indiashouldre-negotiatewith the UKand EUthe World TradeOrganizationSchedulesf
Concession$or both goodsandservicesshouldresumeits FTAdiscussionwith the EU,and
shouldprepareto launchFTAtalkswith the UK

f itneedsodrawupalistof W& dzo & Gdquivélentoncess 2 & Ry ASATlI2fGwsh (§ SR Q
the UKand/or EUthat it will WY 2 RAGFARH K ROsehvizeBijt needsto evaluatethe
prospectof WTQarbitration over® O 2 Y LIS adjuistitiS2yNiiBa WKand/or EUoffersthat
India finds unacceptable,and thereafter modify or withdraw W& dzo & G éqyivialent f £ &
belSTAGaQ

Conclusi on ¢ Giveyourviewanddiscussvay forward.

Introduction

Despite 2 years of Brexit vote, Britain remains a s divided as ever, over the issue of leaving
the EU. Demonstrations demandi  ng a reconsideration of the issue and a new refer endum have
been aplenty on the streets of U.K. Contrarily; there have also been mobilisations by pro -leave
lobby albeit in smaller n  umbers as things are already moving in their favour

Body :
The Brexit is seen to have both positive and nega tive impacts .

Pros of Brexit
{1 Brexit might give a boost to trade ties between India and the UK
1 Due to fall in the value of Pound sterling, those who import from the UK will gain. Indian
export com panies o perating in the UK may also gain
T India being mor e of an importing country than an exporting nation , the overall effect
may turn out positive for | ndickitepucloagdindteugeedo!l | ar
With lower pound value, Indian companies may be a ble to acquire many hi -tech assets .
As investors look around the world for safe havens in these turbulent times, India stands
out both in terms of stability and of growth
f Brexitis an opportunity for India to reset the legal terms of its trade wit h the UK and
EU, at the multilateral level, and through f ree trade agreements. Higher number of Indian
tourists and student can afford to visit Britain
{1 Britain will need a steady inflow of talented labour, and India fits the bill perfectly due to
its Engl ish -speaking population
{1 India might have some opportunit ies in the pharma sector of UK market due to rising health
concerns there and larger government procurement of generic medicines fro m India if it
positions itself properly

= =4

Cons of Brexit

1 Falling value of the pound could render several existing contract s loss making .

1 Due to fall in the value of Pound sterling, Indian exports to the UK will suffer. Cheaper
rupee will make Indian expo rts, including IT and ITeS, competitive. Indian import
companies op erating in the UK may also report a loss. India exports m ore than what it
imports from Britain

f Many Indian companies are listed on the London Stock Exchange and many have
European headquar tersin London . Brexit will take away this advantage

T Indian businesses tra ditionally rely on the UK as their port of entry into the EU
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1 International trade law assured Indian businesses th at entry into the UK was an entry into
the EU

 Today, roughly 800 In dian companies operate in the UK, employing 104,932 people.

India invests m  ore in the UK than in the rest of the EU combined :

A no-deal Brexit  will directly hit these companies forcing thou sands out of jobs

l

1 The UKis taking itself out of that combination. As Indian companies search for new markets
beyond the UK, they will be una ble to rely on the dour freedoms 6 guar anhe€d of
customs union: free movement of goods, services, capital, a nd labour .

1 Rupee may depreciate because of the double effect of for eign fund outflow and dollar
rise.

1 Brexitis a bad news for Indian outsourc ers.

T I'ndiads Forex wildl b ef the oupremey tis stdred infearostori Pound (tois i
comes around 20% of total forex)

Il ndi ads response to Brexit should be as foll ows
1 For India, Brexit matters because London is the financial capital of the world and

the bridgehead into Europe for many Ind ian companies .

f India should re -negotiate with the UK and EU the World Trade Organization Schedules of
Concessions, for both goods an  d services, should resume its FTA discussions with the EU,
and should prepa re to launch FTA talks with the UK

f Thelndiango ver nment will have to figure out whatads t
exporters, and push for it

! Indianeedstodrawupali st of ©6substantially equivalent con
with the UK and/ or EU that it wvd | O6modi fy or withdr:

T On services, it needs to evalwuate the prospect

adjustment sd the UK anndidfimds unaddeptatief aad trereaftér madifyl
or withdraw 0squibtad teanrit ibalnleyf i & s 0

Conclusion
The lack of clar ity on Brexit -EU divorce deal has placed all stakeholders on tenterhooks.
The need of the hour is to include all the stakeholders im pacted by the deal and draw up a bilateral

trade deal between India and Bri  tain .

Q) India should not allow the RCEP trade deal to fail. Do you agree. Comment. (250
words )
Economicti_mes

Directive wor d

Commert here we haveto expressour knowledgeand undestandingof the issueand form an
overallopinion thereupon.

Key demand of the question .

Thequestionwants us to expressour knowledgeand understandingof the RCERgreementand
expresour opinion asto why/ why not Indiamustallow the RCERrade deal to fail. Whateverour
opinionwe haveto subsantiate it with validargumentsandfacts

Structure  of the answe r

Introduction  -write a few introductory lines about the RCEPagreament highlighting its
significanceandimportance

Body -
Discussvhy Indiashouldnot let the agreementfail. Eg

f TheRegioml Comprehensiv&conomidPartnershipor RCEFisnota & O 2 Y LIStdi theli 2 NE
Trars-PacificPartnership

9 But,unlikethe former,the RCEs a moretraditional sort of trade deal,in whichtariff cuts
ontradeablegoodst ratherthan highstandardsfor labor, environmentabndintellectual
propertyprotectionst are at the centerof the discussion
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1 Thetruth is that those officials have it backwards.India has largely failed to developa
manufacturingsectorbecausets factoriesk NJScgrapétitiveandl NJSpyuggedinto global
supplychains.Overthe pastfew years,tariffs havestarted risingaswell t oftenin anad
hocand arbitrary mannert whichmeansthat becomingpart of spreadout value chains
will be eventougher.

1 Giventhe difficulty of getting Indian negotiatorsto the table for bilateral trade deals,the
RCEemainsthe bed chanceto incorporatelndiainto a genuinelyopentrading blocetc.

Conclusion - basedonyourdiscussionform a fair anda balancedconclusioron the givenissue

Introdu ction :
RCEP is a proposed free trade agreement (FTA) between ASEAN and six Indo -Pacific

states . RCEPisthe wo r | r@esteconomicbloc , covering nearly half of the global economy
The chie f objectives include the spirit to strengthen eco nomic linkages and to enhance trade
and investment related activities as well as to contribute to minimising development

gap amongt he parties .

Body :

Negotiations on the RCEP, among 16 Asian and Pacific Oc ean countries, have entered a
decisive phase. How ever, a Osubstantive agreementdé on the tr
day. India should not let the agreement fail due to the following reasons

1 Own Niche :

o TheRCEPisnota dcompetitor 6 t o imprehen€ie and Progressive Trans -Pacific
Partner ship (CPTPP).
o RCEP is a more traditional sort of trade deal vis -a-vis CPTPP.
1 Strengthens the strategic position of India
o Indiais n either a member of APEC nor CPTPP

o India cannot sustain an expanding politi cal and security role in the Indo -pacific
with a shrinking economic role

o Regional economic integration is an active component of our Act East Policy

1 Focus on trade than other para meters :

o The tariff cuts on tradable goods , rather than high standards for | abour,
environmental and intellectual -property pr otections, are at the center of the
discussion .

o The free movement of professionals across countries in the region is imperative
for India. In a scenario when the vector of | ndi ads demographic
concomitant to the vector adrfmostRGEP écoanggiesngdé popul

T Fillip to 6Make I n I ndiabd

o Il ndi ads g¢r aexphndpts mamufattwring horizon will bode well with the
RCEP.

o Over the past few years, tariffs have started rising as well, often i n an ad hoc and
arbitrary manner, which means that becoming part of spread -out value chains

will be even tougher
o This will help reduce our trade  -deficits with China and other ASEAN countr ies too .
1 Huge potential for trade

o The grouping envisages regional e conomic integration, leading to the creation of th e
| argest regional trading bloc in the worl d,
population with a combined gross domestic pr oduct o f $21.3 trillion

o Some of the sectors that have been identified as p otenti al sources of
growth impulses under RCEP to the tune of approximately $200 billion

o Exports include processed food, gems and jewellery, metal manufactures, refi ned
petroleum, chemicals and pharmaceuticals, leather goods; textiles and c¢ lothing,

automobiles and parts, electrical machine  ry, and parts of aircraft and spacecraft, etc
1 Bilateral treaties are time consuming

o Giventhe dlffICU|ty of getting Indian negot| ators t o the table for bilateral trade deals,
the RCEP remains the best cha  nce to incorporate India into a genuinely open tra ding
bloc.
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o The India -EU bilateral treaty which has not been agreed upon despite years of
negotiations is an example

RCE P (0 U N T R I Es R E P RES E NT Often referred to as a “trade” pact, the Regional Comprehensive Eonomic Partnership (RCEP)

deals with more than just trade - a large portion of the agreement will give rich countries and
their corporations power to delve into non-trade issues that have far-reaching implications
across sectors and communities.

Brunei
Cambodia
Indonesia
Laos
Malaysia

= 29%
‘ndia OF WORLD

A TRADE

Japan
South Korea

® 2013 - Official start
of negotiations

New Zealand
comptised of 10

ASEAN member
states + 6 of its major
trading partners

38%

OF THE WORLD

1A PACIFIC RESEARCH HETWORK
AYLHUL, CULZIN CITY

d Asi
@ 2016 - Target year of completion CEPR\ 13
’ a2 var e

However, India has co ncerns with member countries because of which it is leery of finaliz ing the
RCEP.
1 Greater access to Chinese goods may  have impact on the Indian manufacturing sector
{1 India has got massive trade deficit with China
f Under these circumstances, India pr oposed differential market access strategy for China
1 Exports from ASEAN in  to India have grown far quicker than Indian export s to the bloc,
which they attribute to the fact that India is a Gservices economy .6
1 There are demands by other RCEP countries for | owering customs duties on a number of
products and greater access to the ma  rket than India has been willing to provide .
1 More developed countries such as Australia and Singapore are unwilling to accommodate
I ndi ads demands to | i ber ad and allowt fieer imobilitys @& nndianc e s
workers .
1 Some of the RCEP countries, i ncluding India, are headed for e lections this year , a point
where governments traditionally turn protectionist
Conclusion
There are more compelling trade and econo  mic reasons for RCEP to become India -led
in future, than otherwise. India w ould get greater market access in other countries  not only in
terms of goods, but in services and investments too. India must play its ~ due role to get its due
place inthe regional economic configurations

UNDER RCEP...

- Farmers access to seeds will be further restricted

- Race to the bottom for labor rights standards

- The poor wil be deprived of access to cheap medicine
- Corporations will have the power to sue governments
for social protection measures that “hurt” profit-making
- And many more...

Q) Critical ly examine whether the Gl obal Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular
Migrati on solve the migrant crisis facing the world currently ? (250 words )
Reference

Key demand of the questio n

Thequestionexpectausto explainaboutthe GlobalCompacfor Safe OrderlyandRegulatMigration
and how it would helpin resolvingthe migrant crisisincludingin North eastindia

Directive wor d

Criticaly examine¢ Whenyou are askedto examine you haveto probedeeperinto the topic, get
into details,andfind out the causesor implicationsif any. WhenW O N is duffixedor piefixedto
adirective,all youneedto doislookat the goodand bad of somethingand givea fair judgement
Struct ure of the answe r
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Introducti  on ¢ Explainthat TheW D f Zanipdctor Safe Orderlyand Regulara A 3 NJisihe 2 y Q
first, intergovernmentabgreementthat coversall dimensionf globalmigration. Thelegallynor+
binding pact aimsto promote efforts to strengthenregular migration pathways and protect the
humanrights of migrants.lts objectivesandcommitmentsprovidestatesandinternationalagencies

a meansto coordinatemigration policiesand ensurethat migration worksfor all.

Body
Discussletailsabout the agreementand how it provesusefulin dealingwith the migrant crisis

1 Explainaboutthe migrant crisiscausedby severalfactorssuchas climate change political
and social conflicts etc which are leading to this issue gaining prominenceoff late.
Thereafteralsotouchuponthe nature of migrant crisisbeingfacedin North eastindia

Discus$fiow the aboveagreementcanhelpin resolvingsuchissues

Conclusion ¢ Highlightthe importanceof the agreement and discusavay forward.

Introduction

1 The 6 Gl obal Compact feod y Safhd, R@rgail ar Mifigty at i
intergovernmental agreement that covers all dimensions of global migration :

1 ltisa legally non -binding pact aimsto promote effortstostr engthen regular migration
pathways and protect the human rights of migrants

1 lts objectives and commitments provide states and international agencies a means to
coordinate migration policies and ensure that migration works for all

1 164 nations adopted the  pact in December 2018 at UN Conference to manage the global
migration crisi  s.

1 The global migrant population constitutes 4 per cent of the worl dods

Body :
Rationale behind the pact
1 Increasing persecutions: The conflict sin West Asia, Africa and South America , and the

extreme violence associat ed with them have forced people to leave their homes and seek a
haven in foreign countries

1 Climate Change Refugees: climate change effects also contributed to the growing n umber
of migrants and refugees. Example : Sudan, Liby a
f According to the United Natio ns, approximately 258 million migrants around the world

are living outside their country of birth

f Around 68 million outoftheseareinthe o6f orci bly @i spl aced

f Since 2000, the num ber of global migrants has  grown by 49 percent , from 2.8 to 3.4 per
cent o fthe global population

1 The UN data also shows that, since then, more than 60,000 migrants have lost their
lives while on the move

The global compact for safe, orderly a  nd regul ar migration was a recommendation of New York
Declaration in September 2016 adopted for recognizing the need for enhanced international
cooperation and a comprehensive approach to the issue of migrants

Yes, the global compact has the potential s olve the migrant crisis facing the world currentl y
1 The Global Compact aimsto  minim ize the global resentments against migration :

o The significant case against migration has been the perceived negative economic
impact on host countries. However, migrants spe nd 85 pe r cent of their earnings in
their host communities

o Migrants across the glo be sent approximately USD 600 billion in remittances in
2017, which is three times higher than the global Overseas Development Assistance
(ODA).

o Inthisway, migrants contri  bute to the development of both the country of origin and
host states .

1 The Compact also states that it is rooted in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
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19 The Compact has two guiding principlesetspbansawveid
06 cldh-sensi ti ved migration policies
o It putsthe rights of migrant women and children at its heart by mainstreaming
a gender perspective
o Among the 258 million migrants around the world, more than 50 per cent are women

and girls .
o Moreover, women constitute 74 per ce  nt of international migrant domestic workers
 The Compact aims to enhance g lobal cooperation to reduce migration -related deaths, and

in combating smuggling and trafficking, all of which are priorities for any government :
f The Compact proposes buildingaPla t f orm on Disaster Displacemen
6 Agenda f or h bof€rosk rBortlee Ridplaced Persons in the Context of Disasters

and Climate Changed to address the issue
o The Global Compact recognizes climate change as a driver for migration and lays out
a framework for dealing with it
o According to the World Bank, arou nd 143 million people , especially in the
developing w orld, could be forced to relocate within their countries by 2050
o Another study shows that about 2 billion people may become cli mate change

refugees by 2100

However, the global compact faces many chal lenges
1 Many see the non -binding nature of the Global Compact as a challenge and the most
significant limitation

f The non -participation of some important countries including the Unit ed States,
Australia and Hungary, raises questions about the future of the p act.

1 The most significant challenges before the Compact lie in its implementation against the
rise of populism and anti -immigrant sentiments across the globe

1 Countries view the ado ption of the Compact as an  instance of surrender of sovereignty

1 Addressing the ga p between reality and perception about migration and migrants will
be a great challenge before the Compact in the coming years

1 The Compact does not talk about who will coord inate, monitor and fund its

implementation . Since member states are respons ible fo r implementation, they will have
to do much more than mere reviews and occasional follow up in order to achieve the goals
of the Compact .

Conclusion

The developing w orld hosts more than half of the global migrant population putting
undue pr essure on the limited resources. The need of the hour is enhanced international
cooperation and a comprehensive approach to the issue of migrants. Protection of the Gafety,

dignity human rights and fundamental freedoms of all migrants, regardless of their
migrat or y s t should $edat the core of such agreements

Q) Examine the fears of the developing countries with regards to displacin g the
odevel opment agendadé in the WTO for 2 (260emordagend
Reference

Why this questio n

Thearticle discusseshe issuesraisedby civil societygroupsand otherswith regpectto nefarious
designof transnationalorganisationin settingdownthe newWTOagendarelatedto digital trade.
We needto be aware of the implicationsof sucha trade dealand what mustbe the way forward.

Key demand of the questio n

The questionexpects us to bring out the discussiorat the buenosAiressummit with regardsto
displacinghea RS @S t B BIS BithiedVTOfor a newagendaon digital trade. Thereafterwe
needto examinethe issueghat the developedtountrieshavewith wto rulesgoverring digital travel
ande-commerceandthe impactit would haveon domesticeconomyFinally we needto givea fair
and balancedopinionand highlightwhat needsto be done

Direc tive wor d
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Examine; Whenyouare askedio examine youhaveto probedeeperinto the topic, getinto details,
andfind out the causesor implicationsif any.

Structure of the answe r

Introduction ¢ highlightthat at the BuenosAiressummitof wto, developng countriesrejected

Body

Discusshe issueswith sucha newagendaon digital trade

1 Indiafearsthat newrulescouldprovideunfair marketaccesgo foreigncompanies hurting
the rapidly growing domestice-commerceplatforms. A key demand by the developed
countriesis to make permanentthe current ban on custans duties on global electronic
transactions theyweresuspendedn 1998

f playingonL y R hihdi3the previousWTOdealonthe InformationTechnology\greement,
underwhichit agreedto abolishtariffs on hardware,squeezinghe domesticelectronics
manufacturingindustry.

Discussvhat needsto be done

1 whatis neededaroundthe world for structuraltransformationis a jobs-and-development
focuseddigital industrialisationstrategy.

f Digitalindustrialisationindicatesthe needfor investmentin O 2 dzy ebldhiGateQal and
economidnfrastructureandpoliciesto developandsupportdomestiadigital businesseand
platformsand build capacitieso usedomesticdata in the publicinterest,

i to strategically promote domestic MSMEsincluding through technology transfer and
nationaldata useframeworks

Conclu sion ¢ Giveyourviewanddiscussvay forward.

Introduction
At the 1 1t Ministerial Conference of WTO, the US blocked a perman ent solution on
government stockholding for food security purposes, India a nd developing countries toughened its

stand on new issues including e -commerce and investment facilitation for digital trade

Body :

Civil society organisations i including develop ment advocates, consumer and
environmental groups from developed and develo ping countries fi issued a statement calling on
governments to reject World Trade Organization (WTO) talks on e -commerce .

The issues with such a new agenda on digital trade are

1 There are fears that policy would severely constrain the policy space of countr ies to develop
their economies in the future
1 It would accelerate the global disadvantaging of workers and small enterprises in all

countries vis -a-vis large corporations that chara  cterizes the current global econom vy

{1 India fears that the new global e = -comme rce rules could provide unfair market access to
foreign online retail firms, hurting the rapidly growing domestic start -ups.

1 E-commerce entered the WTO in 1998 , when member countrie s agreed not to impose
customs duties on electronic transmissions, and the moratorium has been extended
periodically .

1 Many countries have made submissions on various aspects of digital trade such as cross -
border data flows, server localisation, technology transfer, source code, consumer
protection, intellectual property rights an d trade facilitation aspects of e  -commerce .

f Threats to economic sovereignty and future development prospects from premature
digital liberalisation will be greatly amplified if the r apidly evolving digital economic
space is governed by rules that were devel oped by transnational corporations (TNCs) f or
their own profit -making around the world
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1 A key demand by the developed countries is to make permanent the current ban on
customs dutie s on global electronic transactions which were suspended in 1998
1 Indiais still sceptical about previous WTO deal on the Information Technology Agreement,

under which it agreed to abolish tariffs on hardware, squeezing the domestic electronics
manufacturi ng industry .
¢! India has maintained thate = -commerce per se may be good for de velopment but it may not
be prudenttobegi n t al ks since many countries dondt full
negotiating binding rules
1 With rapid developments in manufacturin g through 3 -D printing, absence of customs duty
could have severe adverse i mpact on the domestic manufacturing sector

Not in Favour

India clears stand on talks on
e-commerce at WTO

Submits document ahead of
WTO ministerial meet next week

Says no to any negotiation on
opening cross-border p

* Seeks periodic reviews
for implementation of
the current norms

*|n 1998, nations
agreed not to impose
customs duties on
e-transmissions

* Some nations
now pushing ¢ Q,
fortalksto Ay,
end barriers to n
e-comm

digital trade
Says won't do

!
anything beyond (@l - g
WTO norms adopted({‘%\"\“I

in 1998

Way forward
1 Transforming the global trading system WTO so that it could promote shared prosperity
among all the countries

1 The muchw anted need around the world is structural transformation which is a jobs -and-
development -focused digital industrialisation strategy
¢ Digital industrialisation indicates the need for

economic infrastru cture and policies to develop and support domestic digital businesses
and platforms a nd build capacities to use domestic data in the public interest

f To strategically promote domestic MSMEs including through technology transfer and
national data use framew orks .

1 To ensure universal benefits of the digital economy through full employment pol icies .
1 Toensure proper taxation and investments to close the digital divide
! To advance consumer welfare and privacy through enforceable consumer protection
measures .
1 To ensure pub lic interest regulation of the digital economy and sound competition
practi ces and other pro -development strategie s
Conclusion

1 Domestic policies should be developed with appropriate stakeholder input, as well as
through regional integrationto a  ccomplish the above.

1 Policymakers require sufficient policy space to do so. Status -quo on e -commerce should be
maintained till developing countries understand what is at stake in the area of global e -
commerce rule -making .

Topicz Effect of policies angoliticsof A OAT T PAA AT A AAOAI T PET Cindlah O1 00
diaspora
Q) Criti cally analyze the significance of Asia Reassurance Initiative Act for India ?

(250 words )
Reference

Why thi s question

Ameicarecentlyenactedthe AsiaReassurancanitiative Ad (ARIA)which promisesto bring back
freshfocusto Americarprioritiesin the Indo-Pacific Thisisgoingto havea sizeablémpactonL Y RA I Q &
interestsin the regionandneedsto beanalyzed.

www.insightsonindia.com 159 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/08/4-critically-analyze-the-significance-of-asia-reassurance-initiative-act-for-india250-words/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/08/4-critically-analyze-the-significance-of-asia-reassurance-initiative-act-for-india250-words/
https://www.orfonline.org/research/will-indias-trump-fears-ease-with-the-new-us-asia-reassurance-initiative-act-47204/

SECURE SYNOPSIS "’

Key demand of the question

Thequestionexpectsusto explan L y R ikter€stin AsiaPacificand explainthe prosand consof
the saidactonL y R ikteré3t&in the region.Finallywe needto providea fair andbalancedopinion
anddiscusgshe way forward.

Directive word

Criticallyanalyze¢ When askedto analyze, you haveto examine methodicallythe structure or
natureof the topicby separatingt into componenpartsandpresenthemasawholeinasummary.
WhenW O N i gufixedor pgefixedto a directive,all youneedto doislookat the goodandbad
of somethingand givea fair judgenent.

Structure  of the answer

Introduction ¢ Explainthat Americarecentlyenactedthe AsiaReassuranchitiative Act (ARIA),
whichpromisedo bring backfreshfocusto Americanprioritiesin the Indo-Pacific.

Body

Explainin detail about the Act. It spellsout a longterm strategy for the Indo-Pacific.It conveys
willingnessof the Congresso supportfinancialappropriationsfor initiativesthe USAdministration
may bring beforeit in realisingvariouscomponentf the strategy.

DiswssL Yy R ikteré3tin the region

1 Indiais worried about the prospectof Americanwithdrawal from Afghanistanas well as
aboutthe inroadsthat Chinais makingin IndA | n@ighborfood.

9 Athird concernis more broadlythe challengethat Chinaposesto India, both militarily and
politically.

1 So,NewDelhiislikelyto judgethis Acton howit will addresghesethree challenges.
Explainthe positivesof thisact for India.

f reiteratesL y R &idnificancen the U.S.strategyin the region. The Act notes India as a
Major DefensePartner,a & dzy A $§tadeSfér India, which would easedefensetrade and
sharing of technology, including & f A GrSey/acc®ssto a wide range of duakuse
techr2 f 2 Jak\Bell & promote greater coordinationon secuity policiesand strategies
andincreasednilitary-to-military engagements

1 congressionahction comesimmediatelyafter ¢ NHzYdesénto withdraw U.S.troops
from Afghanistan.Whethe the congres®nal action will slow down or alter American
withdrawalremainsto be seen Trumpisrepottedly consideringchangedo hisapproachto
Syria,includingslowingdowna reducedpresence.

 representsa relativelygreaterlevelof commitmentto the regionthan the earlierWt At@ 2 (i
| a Adcl&redbyPresidenODbamain 2013that turned out to be mainly a rhetoricalflourish

1 ARIAisimportant becausdt manifestsa changein USperceptionof Chinafrom it beinga
competitorto now an adversaryTheActexpresse® 3 Ndo& nsvith Chineseactions

1 ARIAembraceghe conceptof Indo-Pacfic in placeof the earlierfocuson AsiaPacific.The
differencebetweenthe two conceptsis the inclusionof India as an integral part of the
geostrategicspacethat the USseesas the maintheatre of contestationwith China.

Discusshe limitationsin the actin altering the statusquo

The amount indicated is modest, a mere $1.5 billion per year for the next five years, hardly
commensuratevith the scaleof ambition ARIAmanifests Etc

Conclusion ¢ Givea fair andbalancedopinion,basedon argumentsmade, on the significanceof
the Actfor Indiaand discusavay forward.
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Introduction:

Asia Reassurance Initiative Act ( ARIA ) was recently signed by the Presiden tof the US. T he
Act promises to bring back fresh focus to American pr jorities in the Ind o-Pacific . Itsp ecifically
calls for Americads i ncr e asRadfic egiop angl streegthénedisupport, he | n
including arms sales, for U.S. allies in the r egion.

Body:
Importance of ARIA:

 The Act assumes particular import  ance in the context o f Chi nadding eandp a
aggressive footprint across Asia, Africa, Europe, and Oceania.

The responses by the United States as well as its allies, partners, and friend s in the
regio n.

1 The act develops a long -term strategic vision and a ¢ = omprehensive, multi faceted, and
principled United States policy for the Indo -Pacific region.

71 India has a lot of strategic interests at stake with the geopolitical dynamics in a constant
flux.

7 | ndiwo@ies about the prospect of American withdrawal from A fghanistan.

f Chinais making inroads in Indiads neighbourhood.

1 The challenge that China poses to India, both militarily and politically.

With growing strategic partnership and increasin g trade witht he USA, the policies are imperative.
The positives of AR A for India:

1 Special importance:

7 ARIAreiterates I ndiabds signifi canc-Pacificmegionhe U. S. s
 The Act notes India as a Major Defence Partner a ouni gs ®réindia, twa hich
would ease defence trade and sharing of technology . Example: license-free access to a

wide range of dual -use technologies

T It promotes greater coordination on security policies and strategies and increased military -
to-military engagements

 US Policies in West Asia and Afghanistan:

1 The decision of Withdrawal of the troops from Afghanistan has implied security concerns
from India.

1 Similar moves in the Syria approach including slowing down a reduced presence.

f Countering Chinads hegemony:

1 ARIA manifests a change in US perception of China from it being a competit or to now an
adversary.

i The Act expresses O0grave concerns with Chinese
space for civil society and religion within China; and (ii) to undermine a rules -based order

inthelndo -Paci fic regiond.

1 Itdemonstrates a br oad consensus inth e US that China is a threat not only to its security
interests, but also an economic and even ideological rival.

1 This is also reflected in the explicit commitment to h elping Tawan mai nt ain 6asym
military capabilities vis  -a-vis Ch ina.

The Lim itati ons of the ARIA:

1 The special importance in practical terms, this doesndt <ch
symbolic element.
1 India is considered a partne riniIndo -Pacif i ¢ r egi on, however 1 ndiads

is not taken into conside ration by the USA.
 The Actdoestalkabout countering Chinads coer ci. Vhsisat@da o mi C

used by Chinato trap the Indian neighbour with debt and the nuse themas leverage against
I ndi a. I ndi ads | provide andlteroative a bas lhbegn an issue.

1 The financial support indicated is modest, a mere $1.5 billion per year for the next five
years, hardly commensurate with the scale of ambition ARIA manifests.

1 US pressure on China is helpful, but a confrontation, whic h forces countries to take sides,

may not be welcome.
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T I ndi a, | i ke ot her Ameri can partners i n Asi a,
commitment to the region. This Act is not likely to remove those concerns.
Conclusion:

1 The law calls for developing a di plomatic strategy t hat includes working with United States
allies and partners to conduct joint maritime training and freedom of navigation operations
in the Indo -Pacific region, includi ng the East Ch ina Sea and the South China Sea, in
support of arul es-based international  system benefiting all countries.

Q) Highlight the role played by Indian diaspora in Act East policy ? (250 word s)
Keydemandof the quegion
Thequestionexpectausto highlightthe role playedby diasporain Act Eastpolicy.
Structureof the answer

Introductiong Highlightthat India haswidenedA (if@eign policy perspectivewith reinvigorating
arrangementswith east by transformingW|[ 2Bastt 2 f KtO® QBastt 2 f An@his eedards,
Indiandiasporahasan importantrole to makethis policya success.

Body ¢ Explainthe role playedby diasporain look eastpolicyby focussingontheir role asa strategic

assetaswellasin softpowerdiplomacy Explairaboutthe role playedby suchdiasporain enhancing
trade and commercebetweenthe regionswhich has beenaided by FTAsBring out their role in

scienceandtechnology culturalconnectednesBy focussimg ontheir rolein developingNalandaetc.

Bringout the issuessuchaslackof connectivityetc

Conclusiorg Giveyourviewanddiscussvay forward.
Intro duction:

India places ASEA N at t he heéant Eafsti dRdckrtre of the dream of an
Asian century. About a fifth, or six million , of the 31 million overseas Indians, comprising Indian
citizens abroad and persons of Indian origin, live in ASEAN countries. The focus areas  of
cooperation between ASEAN member states and India for the future can be described in terms
of 3Cs & commerce, connectivity and culture. Indian diaspora has an important role to make
this policy a success.

Body:

In the case of Southeast Asia, ethnic Ind ians, as well as the Chinese , have long been an
integral part of their soci eties. These communities have acted as a bridge between the two
regions . However, the use of the 6diasporad asyanewool
phenomenon. The ro le played by diaspora in look east policy can be studied under the followin g
heads.

Except for Myanmar,  Malaysia and Singapore, where Indians constitute 5.0 per cent, 8.0
per cent and 7.0 per cent, respectively, they are too miniscule numerically in the re st of the
countries to figure separately in the demographic data

Soft P ower diplomacy:

{1 India shares rich cultural and historical ties with the Eas t and South East Asian countr  ies.

1 Contrary to popular belief, younger generation in India and Southeast Asia are speaking
more to each other through  cultural space & music, arts, ga mes and education . Social
media has made most positive impact on cultural t ies

f While yoga is gaining pop ularity in the ASEAN region , the Buddhist links and Buddhist
circuit in India are acting as a bridge to connect the two regions.

T I ndi ads s of dflectpdoirw Buddhisns , yoga, revival of Nalanda University , Chairs
of Indian  studies in universities (Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia), Indian cultural
centres (Jakarta, Bali, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Suva, Lautoka), and joint restoration of
monuments  (Cambodi a, Vietham, Laos).

1 The various hindu temples, celebration o f Hindu festival s are still continued even today.
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Influential Positions:

1 A diaspora estimated at about 6 million people fills mainstream roles and
responsibilities  in their adopted countries, helpi ng shape the destiny of these countries.

1 The ex-President o f Singapore, cur rent deputy prime minister, foreign minister of Malaysia
is all of Indian descent.

Trade and Commerce:

1 Singapore is the largest FDI investor in India.

1 The lobbying for favourable tr  ade policies is vital in India - ASEAN trade relations as well as
forthcomin g RCEP agreement.

1 The free -trade agreements signed with ASEAN and individual countries further strengthen
the ties.

Remittances:

f Many south Indians  are working in skilled, semi  -skilled and unskilled sectors across SE
Asia.

1 Although the remittances are present, it is a small fraction vis-a-vis the western and
middle -east countries.

Science & Technology:

1 ASEAN-India Science & Technology Collaboration f  ormally started in 1996 with
establishment of ASEAN India S&T working group (AIWGST).

1 Several projects an d scientific activities have been supported and implemented under
ASEAN India S&T program which includes - ASEAN-India Collaborative R&D on Thermally
Sprayed Ceramic -Based Coatings, R&D project on Extent of Transfer of Alien Invasive
Organisms (Nuisance) in  South/SE Asia Region by Shipping etc.

However, there are several challenges that are hindering the active Diasporic interaction.

1 Connectivity:

o Althoug h located in the Indian ocean region and geographically contiguous, there is
a very poor connectivity bet  ween the nations.
o This has impacted the relations between the diaspora and India.
1 Indifferent treatment:
o The focus before 199003s emaamntrieso ot ldng yearsy tndiz we
turned a blind eye to East Asia, Indo -Pacific or Asia -Pacific region s.
o The long neglect of the diaspora is still taking time to get back to normalcy.
1 ldeological differences:

o Diversity has led to many issues like the religious radicalism seen in Ind onesia
recently.
o The religious persecution of Rohingyas is another sticky p oint on which a decisive
action is to be taken.
Way Forward:
1 Various initiatives like the Kaladan multimoda | project, IMT trilateral highway are trying
to reduce the connectivity is  sues.
1 Increase in the number of flights as well as better sea connectivity needs to be worked upon
to improve people -to-people contact.
f Addressing the common challenges in the region like creating skills for the digital age,

generating jobs in the age of d  isruption, meeting the need of rapid urbanisation, protecting
the bio -diver sity and making the energy sources cleaner.

1 Regional groupings like ASEAN should empower its cultural wing to increase the people
contact.
1 There is need to use the soft power of our diaspora toover c o me t he Ch
hegemony in the south - east nations.
1 Usin g the Government initiatives like Pravasi Bharatiya program, Know India program to
engage the diaspora youth to build better ties and inculcate the feeling of Indianness
among them
Conclusion:
I ndiads goodwi || i n So uitshbenis approachi asimilasto ilsaiokee d 0 |
in Africa, West Asia and Central Asia. The longstand ing relations must be leveraged to build an

extremely high -trust relationship between |  ndia and Asean using the Act  -East policy.
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Q) Discuss how I ndiads diaspora pol Pc{@250worsls) ev ol

Keydemandof the question

Thequestionexpectsusto explainthe how our policyregardingour diasporahasevolvedoverthe
years.We alsoneedto highlightand explainthe specificstepstaken by the governmentto engage
Indiandiasporaandthe advantagesit hashad.

Directiveword
Discusg hereyourdiscussionshouldfocuson the keydemandof the question
Structure of the answer

Introduction ¢ Mentionthat diasporashaveemergedaspowerfulentitiessincethey arerecognized
asWa 2JZ o  hhErealm of foreign policystrategyand alsoasan agentor catalystof economic
developmenbf countriesof origin besidetheir activerole in the hostcountries.

Body

Highlightthat IndianDiasporahasincreasingljbecomemoreinfluential overL y R foreighfolicy
and hasevolvedas a strategicassetfor Indiain the recentdecadesMention that aroundroughly
about 25 million peoplespreadacrossl35 countriesform a part of Indiandiaspora.

Discusghe evolutionof our policywrt our diasporag ethnic Indianswho choseto remainabroad
would considethemselvesas citizensor nationalsof their respectivehostlands.In fact, they were
encouragedo integratewith hostcultureandfight for the liberationof their adoptedlands

Later, when there was a switch of foreign policy priorities from realism to inter- third world
cooperationunderthe regimeof RajivGandhitherewasa slightshiftin Diasporgpolicyaswell. He
offered his amicablesupportand tried to handleFiji Indian crisisin 1986, which had strainedour
relationshipwith Fiji.BesideshavingrealizedindianDiasporaasa strategicasset,he invited Indian
diasporictalentslike SamPitrodato realizehisvisionof 21stcenturylndiaand took administrative
measuredike the establishmat of Indian Overseagffairs departmentin 1984.Atthe sametime,
there were no constructivestepsor consistentand clearcut policiesto deal or tap the overseas
Indians until the coming of National Democratic Alliance government led by BJP.
Diasporawasableto participatein the plethoraof economicopportunities of the unregulatedand
open Indian economy.lt resolvedthe foreign currencycrisisdue to substantialinvestmentand
remittance from the Indian Diaspora.Subsequentlythe Indian governmentchangedits outlook
towards Diasporaand reviewedits Diasporapolicy. TheNDAgovernmentied by BJPhad initiated
major stepsto leverageuponthe IndianDiasporafor economiagyrowth andalsoaspart of its larger
visionof cultural nationalism.

Discusghe specificmeasuresundertakento engagediasporasuchas the onesmentionedin the
article.

Conclusiorg, Highlighthow significantdiasporais for the developmenbf our countryand the way
forward.

Introduction:
Diaspora ser ves as an im portant phenomenon for non -state actors, soft powers in
foreign policy analysisandan 0 i ne v i t a bbeteeer therhd&m@ and host lands for the people.

More than 30 million persons of Indian origin live abroad and the Indian diaspora represent s for
their values.
It is recognized that there isa  conver gence of Diaspora policy and foreign policy of

a country due to the embedded role of Diaspora in the foreign affairs.
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ution of I ndiads pol i cagbet tudiea undes thetfolowidg haaslsp o r a
Nehruvian era :
o Postindependence, there was a paradigm shift  in the position of Diaspora policy as

a result of I ndi ads f or ei Nehruvao lidéats yof ante i A g
imperialism and racial apartheid , respect for Sovereignty and non -alignment
o On the economic front, India chose to follow self -reliance as its goal for economic

development.

o Nehru categorically announced that ethnic Indians who chose to remain abroad
would consider themselves as citizens or nationals of their res pective host lands.

o In fact, they were encouraged to integrate with host culture and fight for the
liberation of their adopted lands

Lal Bahadur Shastri period

o Nehruods successor L a | enteBd hndod anr agreemmemts with i
Srilanka to r esolve the q uestion of Tamils in Sri Lanka.

o Otherwise, the Nehruvian trend was continued and extended to till 1980 by
successive governments.

I ndira Gandhi 6s tenure:

o There was no change of position in the Diaspora policy.

o Owing to oil shocks and Balance of Payment cri sis, the government pushed for
a remittance  dcentric approach  especially for the Gulf Indians.

Rajiv Gandhi 6s rul e:

o Later, when there was a switch of foreign policy priorities from realism to inter - third
world cooperation under the regime of R ajiv Gandhi, there was a slight shift in
Diaspora policy as well.

o He offere d his amicable support and tried to handle Fiji Indian crisis in 1986.

o Besides, having realized Indian Diaspora as a strategic asset, he invited Indian
diasporic talents like ~ Sam Pi troda to realize his vision of 21st century India.

o He took administrative m easures like the establishment of Indian Overseas
Affairs departmentin 1984.

Post Economic Reforms of 1991:

o Onthe advent of new economic model , the Indian Diaspora was able to par ticipate
in the plethora of economic opportunities of the unregulated and o pen Indian
economy.

o It resolved the foreign currency crisis due to subs tantial investment and
remittance  from the Indian Diaspora.

Subsequently, the Indian government changed its ou tlook towards Diaspora and reviewed

its Diaspora policy:

o The NDA government had initiated major steps to leverage upon the Indian Diaspora
for eco nomic growth and also as part of its larger vision of cultural nationalism.

o In the light of this, long and sho rt term comprehensive policy measures were
unveiled to engage its diverse D iaspora during its regime such as the appointment
of High Level Committ ee on Indian Diaspora, launching of PIO card scheme
organizing annual Pravasi Bharatiya Divas on 9th January, giving out Pravasi
Bharatiya Samman Awards , offering Dual citizenship (OCI )

o The subsequent governments established a separate Ministry of Oversea s Indian
Affairs which has taken several initiatives for engaging the Diaspora, the Overseas
Citizen of India Card, NRI funds and voting rights for Indian citizens

o The government has de cided on a single identity card to make it easier for the
diaspora to ¢ onnect with the homeland, secure lifelong Indian visas, avoid checks at
local police stations during visits, a nd own land.

o India also allowed visitors from 43 countries, including the U nited States, Australia
and Fiji, to receive visas upon arrival , replac ing the previous process, which took
weeks.

o Moreover, the merger of Person of Indian Origin (P1O) and Overseas Citizen of

India (OCI) cards  has brought the relationship closer
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New dimen sions :

w

1 There is now a linkage between Indian diasporic community and de velopment of the
country. Diaspora has become an i mportant featur
1 There are special outreaches to Indian communities during high -level visits to the Un ited
States, the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, Singapore, Israel, United Arab Emirates,
Saudi Arabia and Qatar.
7 Diaspora policy not only focuses on the rich, industrialist, whi te collared professionals but
gives due respect to the working class popula tion.
Conclusion:
Considering its size and expansion, i tis aptly mentioned in the High Level Committee
Report on Indian Diaspora by the Gover nmeThe Suonfnevér salsiimthe Indlian

Diaspora 6 . With the ver satilhda cauld fultl itsacherisied drsap @frbaing a

super power and it co uld make much head way in its international and foreign affairs.

Q) In the wake of US accusations, Indian is keen to introduce several reforms in
WTO. Discuss. (250 words )

Economictimes

Why this questio n

Thearticle discusseshe recentrelationshipphasebetweenUSand Indiaand the needfor reforms
in the WTQasfelt by India

Directive wor d

Discussthis is an all-enmmpassingdirectivewhich mandatesus to write in detail about the key
demandof the question.we also haveto discussabout the related and important aspectsof the
guestionin order to bring out a completepictureof the issuein hand

Key demand of the question .

Thequestionwantsusto write in detailaboutthe US Indiatussleat the WTOandreformssuggested
by Indiarecentlyin respectof the internationaltrade body:.

Structur e of the answe r

Introduction ¢ write a few introductorylinesaboutthe WTQ E.gthe world economyand polity
haschangedsincethe formation of the WTOin 1995and thereforethereis needfor someupgrade
andreformsin the Genevabasedbody.

Body ¢ Discusthe reformssuggestedy Indiain the wakeof USaccusationsEg

Indiaislikelyto float a proposalaimedat reformingthe disputesettlementmechanismrule-making
andtransparencyequirementsat the World TradeOrganizatim

L vy R vefor@ papercomesin the wake of the USblockingthe appointmentof judgesat the global
trade watchdogfor more than two years,accusingemergingeconomiesncludingindiaand China
of eatinginto the developmentights of poorernations,andinsistingon penalisingcourtriesif they
introduceor increasesubsidiegor domesticindustrywithout reportingto the organisation

L v R Atan@isithat the appellate body issueneedsto be resolvedfirst becausethat is central.
Without that, WTQis no organisatian

Indiais oppcsedto the ideaof linking notification requirementswith punitive action. Indiaand 40
other membershad opposedthe | { pfoposalin Novemberthat seeksto prohibit defaultersfrom
presidingoverWTObodiesand allowsother countriesto not answerquestionsposedby them.

L ¥ R mov€rdsumessignificancen the backdropof growing protectionismin the global trade,
hurting the confidenceof the WTQ

Conclusion ¢ basedon yourdiscussionform a fair anda balancedconclusioron the givenissue

Introductio n:

The World Trade Organization (WTO), successor of General Agreeme
(GATT), came into force after the Marrakesh Agreement in 1995.

nt on Tariffs and Trade
Global economy has seen many
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ups and downs since then including the Asian Tigers crisis, sub -prime crisis and consequent
global meltdown in 2008

The multilatera | trading system is under stress and number of fresh trade restrictive
measures have su rged which will affect global trade and economic growth. Reforms are needed in
WTO to Support a Better Global Trade order

Body :
The accusations made by USA against Indi a in wake of WTO provisions are
1 The US has accused India, China and other emerging eco nomies of claiming rights and
using exemptions from commitments meant for poorer nations in gl obal trade
negotiations
1 Lashing out at India, USA said the country used it s status as a developing member to press
for continued exemption from its commitments of some $30 billion in input subsidies, a
rule intended to address development for some of the poorest farmers in the wo rid .

1 The self -declared development status risks th e institutional relevance of the organisation
and collapse of negotiations

1 The US has said that all developing countries should not be considered as one lot but
there should be dif ferentiation among them a nd to penalize countries which increase
subsidy wi thout reporting the WTO

The reforms suggested by India in the wake of US accusations are as follows ;

T I'ndiads reform paper thedJ®blecking the apdoiatmentzokjle o f dges at
the global trade  watchdog for more than two years

1 Indiawill float aproposal aimed at reforming the dispute settlement mechanism, rule -

making and transparency requirements at the World Trade Organization

1 The appellate body issue of WTO needs to be resolved as it is cent ral to WTO as an
organisation .

1 On the issue of not ifications and transparency, India is opposed to the idea of linking
notification requirements with punitive action . USA had proposed to prohibit defaulters
from presiding over WTO  bodies and allows other ¢ ountries to not answer questions posed
by them .

1 The rich nations are forming groupings to prepare ground for pushing new issues such
as investment facilitation, preparing rules for e -commerce, promoting gender equality and

reducing subsidy on fisheries

Conclusion

I ndi ads move assumes bakdrgpof Qrowing prateetioriism in thé géobal
trade, hurting the confidence of the WTO . Certain members want to further strengthen the 164 -
member body to make it more effective. The reforms however shoul d be done in consultation with

developed as well a s developing countries

Q) The developments in Venezuela offer huge advantages for Indian eco nomy.
Comment. (250 words )
Reference

The hindubuisnessline

Why this questio n

Therecentpoliticalcrisismaynot bein the interestof the countryor the worldin generalbut it offers
benefits to countries like India and Chna. In this context it is important to discussthese
developmentandtheir effectson Indianeconomy

Directive wor d

Commert here we haveto expressour knowledgeand understandiig of the issueand form an
overallopinionthereupon

Key demand of the que stion .

Thequestionwants usto expressour knowledgeand understandingof the recentpolitical crisisin
Venezueland expresour opinionasto how it will impactindianeconomy
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Structure of the answe r

Introduction - write a few introductorylinesaboutthe recentcrisisin Venezuelak.gmentionthe
formation of interim governmentby oppositionleaderand hisrecogniton by the USetc.

Body -
Discusshe India Venezuelaelationship and how Indiacouldbenefitfrom thesedevelopmentskEg
Venezuelavasthefourth-biggestcrudesupplierto Indiat after Iraq, SaudiArabiaand Iran.

& ¢ Kulity of Venezuelaroil has beendeteriorating after yearsof underinvestmentand aging
infragtructure,

ThismeansA (ib@ tough for Venezuelao sellmore oil to new marketsand customersoutsideof
traditionally activebuyersin Chinaand Indiag

USsanctionsagainstVenezuelaouldfurther helpIndiagetting cheapersuppliesof oil.

India couldexplore a rupeepaymentmechanisntor trade with Venezuelabesidesexpoting rice
anddrugsto the SouthAmericannation, all in return for crudeoil etc.

Conclusion ¢ basedon yourdiscussionform a fair anda balancedconclusioron the givenissue

Introduction
The most recent plunge in oil prices i falling from more than $ 100 per barrel in 2014 to a

low of under $30 per barrel in early 2016
spiral |,
Its hy perinflation is running at 80,000%, soaring debts leading to sovereign defa
production and growing autocracy of president Maduro to maintain power has

from which it could take decades to recover

and its citizens very bad

Body :

t he

company, PDVSA recently. With this, American imports of crude oil will reduce

w

fi has sucked Venezuelain toaneconomic and political

ults, falling oil
affected Venezuela

USA wants Nicolas Maduro out as president and Juan Guaido, the president of
Nati onal Assembl vy, in. The USA has i sewprdl san

and there is more

supply for OPEC producer 6s otdnegChindbi g customers vi z.

India and Venezuela relations

1 Indiaand Venezuela have been maintaining  cordial

1 The 50t Anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations was celebrated in

1 There
is a similarity of views on major intern ational, political and economic issues .

1 Venezuelahasemerged as I ndiads fourth | aftegrags SaudoArabiaandi p p | i
Iran, in 2018, and is among the top 10 crude oil suppliers to India

1 The supplies accounted for about 8 percent of total imports .

! The Indian pharma industry has already made a mark and some reputed compan
ies (example: Sun Pharma, Reddy 6s) are operating in Venezu:

The development s in Venezuela will offer huge advantages to Indi a

f US sanctions against Ven ezuela could further help  India getting cheap  er supplies of oil

1 The opportunity to soak up the extra supplies from Venezuela at potentially cheap
prices would be a boon for the Asi an countries, where the  governments are trying to
support slowing economic growth .

{1 India is considering setting up a rup ee-payment mechanism for trade with Venezuela,
besides exporting rice and drugs to the South American nation, all in return for crude oi l.

1 The rupee -payment mechanism is also being considered to benefit Indian e xporters,
particularly pharmaceutical product s and non -basmati rice .

1 This would help save the US Dollars and stabilize the shaky Rupee - dollar exchange
rate to an extent

1 The oil tr ade will also help reduce the increased dependency on the middle -east natio ns

which is also in turmoil
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f India could expo rtup to half -a-million tonnes to Venezuela on a regular basis, if a rupee -
based payment mechanism is set up

Concerns in QOil trade

1 The quality of Venezuelan oil has been deteriorating after years of under -investment and
aging infrastructure

f One point of uncertainty is whether the potential U.S. action will be similar to measures
against Iran that has forced nations across the globe to limit purchases from the Persian
Gulf state .

f Any disruption in Venezuelan supplies is also likely to increase demand for heavy -sour
crudes fi the dense, viscous and relatively more sulphurous varieties that the Latin
American nation produces

1 Political tur moil in the Venezuela is another sticky point in oil trade

Conclusion

India must closely monitor the situation and try to maximize the most. This will be a win -win
situation for both India and Venezuela in terms of trade. India must also provide the required
humanitarian assistance to people suffering due to politica | and economic turmoil and help

Venezuela stand back to its feet

Q) Belt and Road Initiative of China poses a threat to the unipolarity enjoyed by USA
post 1990s. Comment. (250 words )

epw
Why this questi on
Thearticlewonderfullyexplainghe theoryof internationalrelationsby juxtaposingit to the current
global power dynamicslt will enhanceour understandingof geopoliticaleventsand enableusto
developa better perspectiveon belt and road initiative and what it meansfor India
Key demand of the questio n
Thequestionexpectsusto bring out detailsof the belt and road initiative and explainhow it poses
a threat to unipokr status enjoyedby USApost cold war. Thereafter,it expeds usto explan the
impacton globalpowerrelationsincludingon Indiaand discussvay forward.
Directive wor d
Comment; Whenyouare askedto comment,you haveto pickmainpointsandgiveyourW2 LIA Y A 2 Y Q
onthembasedon evidence®r argumentsstemmingfrom yourwide reading.Youropinionmay be
for or against,but youmustbackyourargumentwith evidences
Structure  of the answe r
Introduction ¢ Highlightthe geopoliticalflux in recentyears
Body
Explainabout the unipolarity of USAsincecoldwar and the waysin which it hasbeenextendedas
discussedn the article. Highlight about the emphasisgiven by USAon developingmaritime
capabilities,sea lanes of communicationand exercisinginfluence through a military industrial
complexandregimechange
Explainabout the belt and road initiative and how the Chineseapproachdiffers from that of USA.
ExplaimaboutdebtdiplomacyJand linesof communicatioretc
Discusghe issuesin Belt and Roadinitiative which preventscountrieslike India from comingon
board
Conclu sion ¢ givea fair andbalancedviewand discussvay forward.

Introduction

1 The likely outbreak of hostilities between a rising China and a sliding United States (US) as
seenin increased trade -wars.
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f BRI is seen as Chi nwafdsglobalisa itionavhich chengaed &s destny and a
fight against protectionism (America first policy). The initiative if successfully executed, for
sure leads the way to Chinese leadershiponag lobal scale .

1 USA threatened by the prospect of the re  -emergence of Eurasian transportation links and
their impact on the maritime order, have launched a relentless campaign against Chinese
investments in South Asia, Africa, and Central Asia along the BRI r oute .

1 The Chi nese investment policies are shown as debt trap, predatory, im perial, comprador

Body :
USA post cold -war:
1 The US had the goodwill as well as the power to build a more inclusive and democratic
global governance architecture

1 However, led by the military dindustrial complex (MIC), it created utter chaos in West Asia
and South Asia through illegal wars and unneces sary interventions. It promoted unabashed
unilateralism, undermining international rules at will

1 Wars and walls continue to consume the USG6s annual military budge
billion .

o According to a Brown U niversity study, the US has spent $5.9 trill  ion on the war
on terror between 2001 and 2019
o The Trump administration is planning to draw $13.9 billion from the unused portion
of the Army Corps of Engineers budget to construct a more than 200 -mile -long wall
along the US dMexico border .
1 Was hi ngt citiod ss ap gre -eminent global power is precariously balanced Lt is
finding it exceedingly difficult to maintain the primacy of the doll ar in international financial
markets as well as that of its navy in the ma ritime domain

Chinads BRI and its approac
1 BRI consisting of the land -based belt, &i | k Road E c o n amdi ddaritiBye Silk 6
R o a daims to connect the East Asian economic re gion with the European economic circle
and runs across the continents of As ia, Europe and Africa

7 BRI i s Chi noasdpsojeca anbounicad in 2013. It covers about 65% of the world
population, 60% of the world GDP and over 70 countries in six economic co rridors .
1 Chinais spending almost $1 trillion to revive and renew the overl and and maritime trade

links between China, Europe, West Asia, and East Africa through construction of modern

ports linked to high  -speed road and rail corridors
China’s Belt & Road Initiative

» Moscow

Nethertands nEY Russia Silk Road economic belt
.y uishurg w— Maritime sitk road
Rotwerdam .
Germany Kazakhstan w— China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
% Chinese overseas military base
Verice Almaty  Urumas
B.-.nb.l-a. . .
Kaly o stanbud Uzbekistan oo™
Gree('e Turkcy &.v'uctamlq“—l\'\\* Kashgar
W

—~Oshanbe

China Xi'an

The Chinese appro ach differs from that of USA
f Adhering to the principles of sea power, Wash ington continued to feed its 800  -odd military
bases across the globe to assert its maritime dominance

www.insightsonindia.com 170 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/

SECURE SYNOPSIS "’

f China spotted the gaping hole in the dfiE@safineppr c
balance between its m  aritime and continental ambitions by launchin g the BRI, which
has the potential to boost international trade, instead of strife
1 The American obsession with the sea lines of communication (SLOCs) prevented the US
from imaginin g thatthe land lines of commu  nication (LLOCSs) could also be built to augme nt
global supply chains. The latter is being encashed by China under its BRI
1 Ancient silk routes opened windows of friendly engagement among nations and embodied
the spirit of peac e and cooperation, openness an d inclusiveness, mutual learning and
mutual b enefit. BRI aims to revitalize the ancient silk routes
1 BRI projects are using debt diplomacy by granting huge loans to recipient countrie S

I ndi ads concer:ns with BRI
{1 India argues that the China -Pakistan Econo mic Corridor project violates its sovereignty

because it passes through the part of the Pakistan -occupied Kashmir that belongs to India
1 Debt trap
o BRI projects are pushing recipient countries into indebtedness, do not transfe r skills

or technology and are  environmentally unsustainable
o Forinstance story of Sri Lanka being saddled with great amounts of debt to China
was well known .
f China is planning to extend the CPEC to Afghanistan. Meanwhile, Maldives, Nepal,
Myanmar and Sri  Lanka are eagerly pursuing po tential BRI projects
1 Through OBOR, China is  countering the strategies of India in North East region and is
promoting its greater presence in North East India, part of which China claims as its own
territory. This may have as  ecurity impact on India

1 Tense bilateral relations with China, deep mistrus ts and I ndiads growing
Chinese hegemonic intentions in South Asia and Indo -Pacific region make it practically
unlikely that India will ever consider joining this proje ct.
1 Military deployment
o The fact that the Chinese have begun to deploy 30, 000 security personnel to protect
the projects along the CPEC route makes it an active player in the politics of the
Indian sub -continent. Clearly, this is a case of double standard S.
Way forward
 The American s trategic culture needs an overhaul in times o f the fourth industrial
revolution .

1 USA cannot continue to play the great game to keep land powers divided and involved in
border conflicts

1 The march towards development of trans -continental commercial corridors is not likely to
halt because the emerging transportation technologies f autonomo us electric trucks and
bullet trains A are favouring land transportation networks over shipping

1 Online markets demand faster logistics that fast t rains running across continents will fulfil
more efficiently than container ships .

§ Strategists need to work har  der on restoring the land  dsea equilibrium, instead of allowing
maritime powers to stall the construction of railway lines as was done during Worl d War |
with the Berlin  dBaghdad rail line

Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate

Q) Discuss the role o f WHO in promoting public health and environmental health
across the globe. (250 words )

Wikipedia

Reference

Directive wor d

Discussthis is an all-encompassinglirectivewhich mandatesus to write in detail about the key
demandof the question.we also haveto discussabout the related and important aspectsof the
guestionin orderto bring out a comgete pictureof the issuein hand

Key demand of the question
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Thequestionwants usto write in detail the role and functionsperformedby the WHOIn orderto
promotepublic and environmentalhealth acrossthe world.

Structure of the answe r

Introduction ¢ write a few introductory lines about the WHO.E.g The WHO s a specialized
agencyof the United Nationsthat is concernedvith international publichealth. It was establit©ied

in 1948, and is headquarteredin Geneva,Switzerland.The? | h @anstitutionstates that its

objectived xh& attainment by all peopleof the highestpossibldevelof K S I f (i K £

Body -
Dlscusshe structureand functioningof WHO .Eg

T Asof 2016,the WHO has 194 memberstates: all of them Member Statesof the United
Nationsexceptfor the Cookislandsand Niue

T WHOMemberStatesappoint delegationsto the World HealthAssembly? | h Qiareme
decisionmakingbody.

AllUNMemberStatesare eligiblefor WHOmembersiip.

TheExecutivdBoardis composedf memberdechnicallyqualifiedin hedth, andgiveseffect
to the decisionsand policiesof the HealthAssembly

1 Inaddition, the UN obsener organizationsinternational Committeeof the RedCrossand
International Feceration of RedCrossand RedCrescenSocietiehaveenteredintod 2 F F A OA |
NB f I dvithaWA@ahdareinvitedasobservers

Discusshe functionsof WHO.Eg

1 TheWHOisresporsiblefor the World Health Report,the worldwide World Health Survey,
andWorld Hedth Day.

1 providingleadershipon matters critical to healthand engagirg in partnershipswvherejoint
actionis needed

1 shapingthe researcragendaandstimulatingthe generdion, translation,anddissemination
of valuableknowledge

i settingnormsand standardsand promotingand monitoringtheir implementation
1 articulatingethicaland evidencebasedpolicyoptions

Conclusion ¢ basedon yourdiscussionform a fair and a balancedconclusioron the givenissue

Introduction
The World H ealth Org aniz ation (WHO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations that

is conce rned wit h international public health . It was established in 1948, and is headquartered
inGeneva, Swit zer|l and. The WHOG6s Consti t utdsatheatts diranergls yt h a
all people of the highest possible level of health 6. The WHO i leforthe sWoddHsaitho
Report, the worldwide World Health Survey, and World Health Day
Body :
Structure of WHO

1 As of 2016, the WHO has 194 member states: all of them Member States of the United

Nations except for the Cook Islands and Niue

 WHO Member Sta tes appoint delegations to the  World Health Assembly, WHOGsS supre
decision -making and legisla tive body .

1 AIlUN Member States are eligible for WHO membership

1 The Executive Board i s composed of members technically qualified in health, and gives
effect to the decisions and policies of the Health Assembly

1 In addition, the UN observer organizations | nternational Commi ttee of the Red Cross and

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Soci eties have
rel ati ons o6 wiatelnvit®dhOobsemweads
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Role of WHO in Promoting Pub lic Health
Since its establishment, it h  as played a leadin g role in the eradication of smallpox . Its current
priorities includ e

1 Communicable diseases, in particular HIV/AIDS, Ebola, malaria and tubercu losis .

1 The mitigation of the effects of non  -communicab le diseases such as sexual and reproducti ve
health, develop ment, and aging

1 Nutrition, food security and healthy eating; occupa tional health

1 Substance abuse .

1 Refugee and migrant health

1 Driving the dev elopment of reporting, publications, and networking .

WY E,

Setting Providing
Articulating :
normsand  ethical and technical
standards evidence- support

N World Health
 Organization

2 based
U nC IOnS and promoting catalysing
and monitoring policy change, and
their options building
Of WH O implementation sustainable
institutional
_________________ capacity
Promoting Environmental Health
1 The WHO estimates that 12. 6 million people died as a result of living or working in an
unhealt hy environment in 2012 0 this accounts for nearly 1 in 4 of total global de aths .
1 Environmental risk factors, such as air, water and soil pollution, chemical exposures,
climate change, and ultraviolet radiation, contribute to more than 100 dise ases and
inju ries. This can result in a number of pollution -related diseases .

1 WHOG® s t dlabal sonference on air pollution and health organized in collaboration with
UN Environment, World Meteorologi cal Organization (WMO) and the secretariat of the UN
Framework Conve ntion on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

1 The focus of Conference was on Improving air quality, combating climate change and saving

lives.
Conclusion
The principle that  all people should enjoy the highest standard of health, regardless of rac e,
religion, pol i ti cal belief, economic or soci alhepastiOgearts.i on,
It has achieved success in eradicating many deadly diseases across the world and is constantly

working to battle deadly diseases like AIDS, TB etc

Q) Discuss the impact that Americads withdrawal
India. (250 words)
Keydemandof the question

Thequestionexpectsus to discusgthe situation with respectto Americantroops in Afghanistan,
L vy R poksitidaon this matter and thereafter bring out whether and how the withdrawal of US
troopsfrom Afghanistanwould affect India.

Directiveword
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Discusg Thisis an all-encompassinglirective¢ youhaveto debateon paperby goingthroughthe
detailsof the issuesconcernedby examiningeachone of them. Youhaveto give reasonsfor both
for andagainstarguments.

Structureof the answer
Introductiong Explainwhythisissueisin newscurrently.
Body

Discussthe 2017policyof USAof enhancingroop presencen Afghanistanand the recentwindsof
changewhichindicatethat the USAs lookingto withdraw

Discus$iow it impactsindiaQ strategicinterests

Highlightwhat Indianeedgo do ¢ Indianeedso shedits diplomaticdiffidencebecausainlikein the
1990sL y R dptiofstor engagementodayarenotrestricted.It maynot havethe leverageof being

a spoilerbut neitherdoesit carryuncomfortablebaggage Duringthe last 18 years Indiahasearnel
goodwill cutting across! ¥ 3 K | Y dedgiaphieé@ril ethnicities.Insteadof playingfavourites, it

has supportedinstitution building and shownthat its interestscoincidewith the idea of a stable,
secure,independentand peaceful Afghanistan.What is needed is more active and coordinated
diplomacy,official and non-official, so that Indiaremainsat the tableas! ¥ 3 K | y prefairédy Q a
developmenpartnerthroughits transition.

Gonclusiorg Giveyourview anddiscussvay forward.

Introduction:

The Tru mp administration has decided to withdraw roughly 7,000 troops from Afghanistan
after withdrawal from Syria. This decision will have major consequences for peace in Afghanistan
and the neighbourhood.

Body:
The US policy on Afghanistan in 2017 was considered a paradigm shift. Its core objectives
were to help the Afghan National Defence and Security Forces stabilize the security situation, gain
the momentum against the Taliban , and prevent the Islamic State from gaining a foothold in
Afghanistan.
However, last year there was a decision to withdraw the troops. Such decisions have once
again underscored Trumpds unmatched tendencpursuing s h

an is olationist and anti -interventionist foreign policy to appease its core p olitical base.
|l mpacts on Indiabds strategic interests due to Amer.
1 Rise of Taliban:
o India has two main interests in Afghanistan, which are, preventing any extremist
group from taking over Afghanistan, and maintaining economic cooperation
with the Afghan government and civil society .
o The Taliban has refused to negotiate with the current Afghan regime , deeming it

to be illegitimate.
o The fears of Afghanistan returning to it s heroin -sustained war -lordism are high

probability.
1 Increased Pakistan lev  erage:
o The reason for Talibands resilience is the
Rawal pindi . Pakistands | everage in Afghani st
o Il ndiads Af ghani anmapmbjgctivé itcoy chuast ai | | sl amabad?d

Kabul and deny Pakist ands st at e-statenadents levarage to plot against
Indian interests

{1 Instable Kashmir:
o The US withdrawing troops from Afghanistan could affect the Kashmir Valley
as terrorist  outfits may feele  mpowered.
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1 Geopolitics in Asian Heartland:

o I ndi ads sparecekakegbaied because American withdrawal comes at a time
when its views on Afghanistan are at significant variance with other traditional
regional partners like Russia and Iran

o Chinais already making inroads into Afghanistan with her BRI project. Th e process
will be further easier.

o Turkey is also eying an opportunity to play its role to safeguard the interests of
Af ghani st an &Burki¢ comrkumty n

1 Commercial Interests:

o Indi ads Afghaehisyéas pnot heto gaio lagcessto vasteeneigs vy
markets in Central Asia , IS also at stake.

o India has presence in Afghanistan after the construction of the Chahbahar Port in
Iran and the highway that links it to Kabul.

o Indian in frastructure proje cts of Salma dam, Parliament building, infrastructure
projects will be at stake.

o The recently started trade initiative between Afghanistan and India will be wiped out.

Way Forward:

T The U.S.ds eventual pull out a B inevifalgd) aclo seshilaterald s p
consultations  should be made to help Afghani  stan according to its own needs.

! India has al ways supported for Af gh & ies tod nsbdsfe tr d egndoncerr
ranging from telecommunications to education, community developmen t programmes can
be pushed forward.

T Indiads best cour se mainstith owkfregibnal straegy a n, nat lsecoming a
part of any other countryds strategy.

1 Playing a larger role in regional security would enhance the status of India as regional
powers as well as the st ability of South, Central, and West Asia.

1 India must seek to build capacities and capabilities of Afghan nationals and its
institutions for governance and delivery of public service , develop socio -economic
infrastructure, secure lives and promote livelihoo d.

71 Inactive SAARC must now be revived to strengthenthe r egional co -operation in South Asia.

T Tier -1l diplomacy and involving other stakeholders : India, which has been against
holding talks with the Taliban for a long time, finally sent tw o retired diplomats
of fici al | evel 0, t owpeacdetalkst hem at t he Mosco

1 Continuing the efforts of  implementing mega infrastructure projects, pr oviding military
equipments and training to Afghan personnel on the sidelines.

1 Use of regional groupings like SCO to combat the terrorism emanating from Afghanistan.

Conc lusion:
1 Echoing the Afghan stand, India has been asserting that the peace process must be
OAfghan -led, Afghan -owned and Afghan -controlled. 6

Q) The Chinese ec onomic slowdown will have significant impact on the Indian

economy. Discuss. (250 words )
Economictimes

Why this questio n

Chinaisthe ¢ 2 NJsdRdddargesteconomyand animportanttrade partner of India. In this context
it isimportantto discusghe impactof Chineseslowdownon india

Directive wor d

Discussthis is an all-encompassinglirectivewhich mandatesus to write in detail about the key
demandof the question.we also haveto disaissabout the related and important aspectsof the
guestionin orderto bring out a completepictureof the issuein hand

Key demand of the question

Thequestionwantsusto write in detail asto how Chineseslowdownmay impactIndianeconomy
in badaswell asthe goodway.
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Structure of the answe r

Introduction - write a few introductorylinesabout the ChineseeconomicslowdownE.g/ KA Yy I Qa
economicgrowth cooledto its slowestin 28 yearsin 2018./ K A yDec@xdortsunexpectediyfell
4.4%from a yearearlier, with demard in mostof its major marketsweakeningImportsalsosawa
shockdrop, falling 7.6%rt the biggestdeclinesinceJuly2016

Body -
Dlscusén pointsasto how Indianeconomycouldbe affecteddueto Chineseslowdown.Eg
9 Chinahasthe biggestsharein Indi- {ndports,at morethan 16%

9 Itisalsothe fourth largestexportmarketfor the country,with a 4.39%share.Sothe impact
on Indiais unlikelyto be huge

1 If yuanweakensjt makesmportsfrom Chinacheapergxcesgapacitiesn Chinacouldlead
to dumpingof products.Thiscouldhurt Indiancompanies

L vy R éxpofisdf raw materialto Chinacouldsuffer.

Onthe positiveside,Indiacouldbecomea destinationfor Chinese&ompaniesit would make
economicsensdor Chineseompaniedo shift manufactuing of productsthey sellin India.

1 Indiacould alsogainfrom Chinesénelp in infrastructure

Conclusion ¢ basedon yourdiscussionform a fair anda balancedconclusioron the givenissue

Introduction

Growthinthe wor | d 6 s -biggesbenodnomy 6 Ch i aoaed lastyeart oits lowest level
in almost three decades , according to government data. The growth of gross domestic product
(GDP) in China has slowed to  6.6% in 2018 . Chi nads dmus uwhexpedtedly fell 4.4%

from a year earlier , with demand in most of its major markets weakening. Imports also saw a

shock drop, falling 7.6% 1 the biggest decline since July 2016

Body :
Chinese economic growth has been slowing
China GDP
129 Forecast
10
8
6
4
2
0
2008 09 ‘10 11 12 13 ‘14 ‘15 16 ‘17 ‘18 19 2020
Source: IMF, DBF IB|B|C]
Softening demand in China is being felt around the world, with slowing sales of goods  from
iPhones to aut omobiles, prompting warnings from the likes of Apple and Jaguar Land Rover. The

Chinese slowdown has significant impacts on Indian economy too
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Negatives :
1 Reduced Exports from India
f Chinese industry is closely integrated into intern ational supply chai ns. Half of all the
worl ddés steel, copper, coaloahtl tcemesndgoésyt ag/

to fall. India is a chief supplier of raw materials

1 Vulnerabilities due to integrated economy ;

1 The scale of integration of global economie s in so high, that an issue in one can have
repercussions across global eco nomies. A case in point is the devaluation of Yuan in China
(2016) led to stock -market crashes across global economies

f Falling commodit vy prices :

T The effect of Chnomyod sommadity prices,dindiagcthat a 1% reduction in
Chi nads g rers e gricelofaceal, metals and oil and gas. This decline in prices has
become an indirect risk for India as falling commodity prices pos e a risk to significant
investments made by firms in metals, mining and oil exploration sectors

1 Unfair trade practi  ces:

T If Yuan weakens, it makes imports from China cheaper; excess capacities in China could
lead to dumping of products. This could hurt | ndi an companies. Il ndi ao:
mat erial to China could suffe r

Positives

1 Minimal impact

1 China accounts f or approximately one-t ent h of Il ndi ads me.ritchaa n d i
the bi ggest share i n ,&atmadtead s16%.nitpsalsotthe fou rthlargest export
market for the country,  with a 4.39% share

1 Manufacturing hub

1 Increasing labour costs, ageing wo rkforce in China gives an opportunity to India further
deepen its position into global supply chains

1 Chinads changi ng pindismamergei as an altemative €xa@t hub f or some
products, aided by lower labour costs and its eagerness to become a hub for exports of
goods.

T India could gain from Chinese help in infrastructure

f Services unaffected

T Unli ke merchandi se trade, Chinese presaédcesdradeisn | r
minimal .

Conclusion

India is fortunate in that it is less vulnerable to economic shocks emanating from China,

but it is not entirely ring  -fenced either. India sho uld cushion itself to reduce the negative impact

of a Chinese slowdown. At th e same time, it should also explore the positive side of a Chinese

slowdown .

Q) Highlight the issues in dispute res olution process of WTO ? (250 words)
Keydemandof the question

Thequeston expecs us to discusghe disputeresolutionprocessof WTOand thereafter examine
the issuesand discussvay forward.

Structureof the answer

Introductiong Highlightthat manyanalystshavesaidthat BuenosAiressummithashighlightedthe
existentialcrisisfacedby WTOespeciallyduring a time when emergingeconomieshave adopted
assertiveand developedeconomiesaveadoptedprotectionistattitude.
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Body
Explainaboutthe structure of disputeresolutionat wto andissuesausedoy USA.

1 Thenatureof the trade disputess nowincreasinghgetting hypertechnicalDespitethis, the
WTOcurrentlyfacesa trade disputesettlementcrisis. TheU.S .has systematicallyblocked
the appointment of new AppellateBodymembers(judges).Thishasimpededthe work of
the WTOappealmechanism.

1 TheWTOdisputesettlementmechanismis not a world trade court. The processremains
politicalanddiplomatic.In trade wars, the objectiveisnot to settle a dispute;it isto win the
battle.

T WTOmembersarethusconcernedaverthe politicisationof the AppellateBodyappointment
andreappointmentprocess.

1 thereisconcernoverthe possibilityof Chinafindingits way to havea permanentseat.
Discusghin (peospect

1 Despiteimitationsensuredoy USand EU,Chinahaslargelybenefitedfrom the rulesbasel
WTOsystem.It might well be the new WTOleaderin the comingfuture./ K A \groving
assertivenessn fact, may be the reasonfor the | @ { hdr@mweasires.Its emergingpower
andthe impactof its commerciadominationon other economiesre evident.

Highlightthe way forward
Emergingeconomiesand developingcountriesshouldhavetheir fair say

Multilateralismin suchinstitutionsmustbe encouraged

Conclusior giveyourviewand discussvay forward.

Introduction:

Resolving trade disputes has been one of the core functions of the WTO. When countries
cannot resolve matters with their trading partners, they show up at the door of the WTO.
The Appellate Body(AB) , one of the highest adjudicating bodies of the internat ional trade world,

hears d isputes brought by WTO members. After more than two decades, this mechanism is now
under duress.

Body:

Track -record of Appellate body:
1 More than 500 di sputes have been filed at the WTO by countries since 1995.
1 The AB has adjud icated on complex and diverse issues including on environmental
protection, renewable energy subsidies, tax evasion, money laundering, patent protection,
animal welf are and food saf ety, among many others.
1 The dispute settlement system has increasingly beco me the raison ddé°tre o
experts say.

Context of the issue:

WTO is facing existential crisis during a time when developed economies have adopted
prote ctionist attitud e. The U.S. has systematically blocked the appointment of new Appellate Bod y
members (0judgesd6) and de facto i mpeded the work of
working members out of seven normally serving office in July 2018, the institution is  under great
stress. If no appointment is made, it will simply be destroyed by December 2019, with only one
remaining member to tackle a massive number of disputes that are also increasingly hyper
technical.
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Issues faced by the WTO:

71 Politici sation of the Ap  pellate Body appointment and reappointment process:

1 The quasi -attribution o f permanent Appellate Body seats to the U.S. and the European
Union (EV).

1 There is a trade war between US and China despite both being a member of WTO. This
negates the core non -dis criminatory principle of WTO.

w

! US and China have imposed counter -productive duties , accusing each other of harming

their domestic interests. WTO has not been able to prevent the trade wars despite best
efforts and has been labelled as a talk shop.

There is concern that China may be on its way to having a permanent seat.

The o0Oxwaahingdé or judicial activism of Uni

=A =4 =4

it has acutely affected the functioning of the body, even as disputes continue to pile up.

1 The US is linking the br oader reform of the dispute settlement process with the filling of
vacancies for the members to the AB. This impacts the dispute settlement mechanism as a
whole.

1 The US here tried t o separate trade from development and objected to mention centrality
for development at the preparation of the declaration.

1 The US stand will adversely affect the development interest of the developing world.

ted St

USA has systematically blocked the fil Fnmem@gerAB8f va

1 At the Buenos Aires , the develo ped countries le d by the US and the European Union
formed groupsone -commerce, investment facilitation and MSMEs within the WTO with

more than 70 members in each group.

 The WTO dispute settlement mechanism is not a world trade court. The process remains

political and dip lomatic. In trade wars, the objective is not to settle a dispute; it is to win
the battle.
1 The very existence of an appeal mechanism is now paradoxically questioned at a time the

global community criticises the absence of the same mechanism in Investor -State Dispute

Settlement.

Chinads prospects:

1 Beijing mightwellbethe newWTOleader and Chinads growing assert
reason for the U.S.6s hard posturing.

1 Chinais trying to establish herself by its assertiveness in rule -based WTO system.

1 Inlessthan a decade since its first dispute, China has accumulated a vast experience close
to that of the U.S. or Europe.

1 This strategic and selective normative acculturation has been an empowering one i so
much so that Beijing, together with a few other s, the EU, and to some extent India, is now

the main supporter of multilateralism.
1 China, EU, and to some extent India, and a few others, is now the main supporter of
multilateralism.

1 The recent EU-China proposal to promote the reform of the WT O is said to
combatouni |l ateralism and by might well ffail  mddess anfair trade

issues raised against China itself.

Way Forward:

1 WTO needs to strengthen the dispute settlement mechanism as there are issues in
appointment of judges in ne  w appellate body.

1 WTO needs to enhance discussion mechanism by introducing wider consultations. It has
been a long -standing complaint by the smaller participants that the consultations or
decision making is limited to the green room of DG of WTO.

1 There is a need of fr ee trade is required more by developing countries like India than
developed countries.

1 There is need for the structural reform in the WTO functioning as multilateral trading

system. Despite WTO being a democratic organization, there is a need t 0 make it mo re

effective in protecting the interests of small nations against stronger countries. The process
of retaliation is ineffective and too impractical for smaller players.

1 So, developing countries must work collaboratively to strengthen WTO to col laborate

effectively and learn from the past experiences when India and China led the developing
countries in environmental forums, garnering funds in the form of GCF.
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Conclusion:

The world has changed and multilateral institutions now have to embed thes e changes.
This WTO crisis might well be the final battle to retain control over a Western -centric organisation.
The time has come for the emerging economies and the developing world to have a greater say in
how to shape multilateralism and its institution S.
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