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NOTE : Please remember  that  following   ôanswersõ are NOT  ômodel answersõ. They 

are NOT  synopsis too if  we go by definition  of the term.  What  we are providing  is 

content  that  both meets demand of the question  and at  the same time  gives you extra  

points  in  the form  of background  information.  
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General Studies Paper - II 
 

TOPIC:  Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant 

provisions and basic structure ; 

Q) The amendments propose d by the government in relation to POCSO act, 2012, 

will undermine the right to life enshrined in the Indian constitution. Discuss.    (250 

words)  
Indianexpress  

Why  this  question  

The Cabinet of the central government has recently given its nod to introduce certain amendments 
to the POCSO Act, 2012. POCSO act is a stringent act aimed to address child sex abuse and the 
proposed amendments have made it more so. However, the amendments have been criticized on 
various fronts by several activists and other people. 

Directive  Word  

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key  demand  of  the  question  

The question wants us to write in detail about the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 
2012 (POCSO), its proposed amendments  and it also want us to bring out how these amendments 
would affect the right to life as manifested in the constitution. 

Structure  of  the  answer  

Introduction ς write a few introductory lines about the recent amendments to the POCSO act. E.g 
The Union Cabinet has approved amending the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 
2012 (POCSO), to introduce the death penalty as a punishment for certain offences. 

Body - 

Discuss the recently proposed amendments in the POCSO act. E.g 

¶ Death penalty has been prescribed for offences of penetrative sexual assault and 
aggravated penetrative sexual assault (Sections 4, 5 and 6). 

¶ Cases of sexual assault by police officers, members of the armed forces, public servants, 
gang-penetrative sexual assault, and relatives are treated as άŀƎƎǊŀǾŀǘŜŘέ cases, as are 
cases where the survivor is less than 12 years old. 

Discuss how the amendments would affect the right to life as enshrined in the constitution. E.g 

¶ POCSO is already a stringent act. Under POCSO there is a presumption that a person who is 
prosecuted for an offence has actually committed the offence, unless the contrary is proved 
(Section 29). 

¶ It is especially difficult for the poor or disadvantaged groups to overturn these presumptions. 

¶ Under Article 21 of the Constitution, a person can only be deprived of their life or liberty in 
accordance with the procedure established by law. This procedure must be just, fair and 
reasonable. 

¶ Without quality legal representation, it is virtually impossible for an accused to overcome 
the presumption of guilt. Imposing death penalty in an offence with a presumption of guilt 
cannot be a just or fair procedure etc. 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
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Introduction:  
        POCSO or The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO Act) 2012 was 
established to protect the children against offences like sexual abuse, sexual harassment and 
por nography. It was formed to provide a child -friendly system for trial underneath which the 
perpetrators could be punished. The Union Cabinet has approved amending the POCSO  Act, to 
introduce the death penalty as a punishment for certain offences.  
  
Body:  
        The POCSO Act has been in force since 2012. Although it has acted as a deterrent, there are 
some instances of child abuse.  Example:  Gang rape cases in Kathua, J&K; U nnao in Bihar in 
2018. The Central Government has decided to make the law stricter and proposed the following 
amendments to POCSO Act.  
  
¶ Introduction of the death penalty as a punishment for offences of penetrative sexual assault 

and aggravated penetrative  sexual assault (Sections 4, 5 and 6).  
¶ Cases of sexual assault, by following, will be treated as òaggravated offenceó. 

o police officers  
o members of the armed forces  
o public servants  
o gang-penetrative sexual assault and  
o relatives  
o where the survivor is less than  12 years old  

¶ Attempt to inject hormones in children to attain early sexual maturit y for the purpose of 
penetrative sexual assault.  

¶ A hefty fine would be imposed for not deleting, not destroying child pornographic material 
or not reporting child pornograph y. 

The proposed amendments have been debated at great lengths due to the following concerns  
Guilty till proved innocent:  
¶ Instead of òinnocent until proven guiltyó, the court assumes that the accused is guilty once 

the prosecution lays the foundation of the  case. 
¶ The Act also presumes that the accused person had a sexual intent when touch ing the child 

(Section 30).  
Burden of proof:  
¶ Usually, in criminal cases, the burden of proof lies on the prosecution, and the guilt must 

be proved beyond reasonable doubt.  
¶ Under POCSO, however, there is a presumption that a person who is prosecuted for an 

offence has actually committed the offence, unless the contrary is proved (Section 29).  
¶ Thus, POCSO is already a stringent act. The amendments donõt try to make any changes in 

above sections.  

Affects Right to Life:  
¶ Under Article 21 of the Constitution, a person can only be deprived of their life or liberty in 

accordance with the procedure established by law. This procedure must be just, fair and 
reasonable.  

¶ Imposing death pen alty in an offence with a presumption of guilt cannot be a just or  fair 
procedure.  

¶ Without quality legal representation, it is virtually impossible for an accused to overcome 
the presumption of guilt.  

Against the poor:  
¶ Legal process requires high -quality l awyering, which is highly expensive.  
¶ Economic vulnerability impact s the experience of the prisoner during the investigation and 

trial.  
¶ For daily -wage earners, the legal process means loss of income as well.  
¶ If the accused is in jail, their family will have  to collect evidence and find witnesses.  
¶ Neighbours or employers m ay not readily give evidence for migrant workers.  
¶ About half of the sample of 383 prisoners spoke about lack of access to lawyers. ( Death 

Penalty Project Report, 2016 ) 
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Reports and Recomme nd ations overlooked:  
¶ The 262 nd  Law Commission Report  has recommended universal abolition of the death 

penalty, except in terror cases.  
¶ Even  Justice Verma committee  decided against recommending the death penalty for rape.  
¶ Death penalty has not proved to be a deterrent against commission of such heinous acts.  
¶ The Death Penalty Project Report also revealed that Death row prisoners are typically 

overwhelmingly poor, lower caste, or religious minorities.  
¶ About 76% of death row prisoners were from backward classe s and religious minorities.  
¶ Provision of death penalty in  rape cases will only make matters worse by slowing the 

administration of justice.  Besides, when victim is the sole witness, as in most sexual assault 
cases, it will induce  murder of rape victims by th e perpetrators  of the crime to destroy the 
evidence.  

The following issues need to be looked into instead of enforcing death penalty for effective 
implementation of laws like POSCO: - 
¶ The appalling lack of infrastructure and manpower in the criminal justic e system.  
¶ Most districts continue to try cases of child s exual abuse in regular sessions courts, 

designated as special courts for the sake of compliance  
¶ Investigations are regularly botched up by an understaffed, poorly trained, overburdened 

police force w hi ch has little to no forensic support.  
¶ The fact that the ordinance reduces the time given to the police to file a charge sheet, and 

to the court to decide appeals against sentencing, displays a complete lack of understanding 
about the issues on the ground . 

¶ Given the unavailability or unreliability of age -rel ated documents in most parts of the 
country, reliance is placed on ossification tests to prove the age of the victim in cases under 
the POCSO.  

Way Forward:  
¶ The Supreme Court has ruled in  Bachchan Singh case that death penalty should be 

awarded in the  òrarest of the rareó 
¶ Fast track courts and Special trial courts (already in provision of POCSO Act) to provide 

justice at the earliest to the victims. Instead of death penalty, a combination of heavy 
financi al  penalty, life imprisonment with no provision of par ole can act as deterrent.  

¶ Reformative justice instead of Retributive justice, along with counselling to get back into 
the society as a reformed human being.  

¶ Providing sex -education to children, which is  neglected in India. This makes them more 
aware of the  various protective laws like POCSO, good touch -bad touch etc.  

 

Q) Discuss the constitution al provisions related to reservation for Indian citizens.       

(250 words)  
Indianexpress  

Why  this  question  

The government has recently passed a bill in Lok Sabha which gives reservations in employment to 
economically weaker but socially higher caste people of India. In this context it is essential to revisit 
the constitutional provisions dealing with the issue of reservations in India. 

Directive  word  

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key  demand  of  the  question.  

The question wants us to write in detail about the constitutional provisions dealing with the issue of 
reservations. We have also to discuss at length as to how courts have interpreted those provisions 
in order to give a complete picture. 

Structure  of  the  answer  

Introduction ς write a few introductory lines about the  recent passing of the bill providing quota 
to socially forward classes. 
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Discuss the constitutional provisions related to the bill. 

¶ On the one hand, there is the principle of Equality, which prohibits the State from 
discrimination against any citizen on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth 
or any of them under Article 15(1), 

¶ άŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ of opportunity for all citizens in matters relating to employment or appointment 
to any office under the {ǘŀǘŜέ under Article 16(1), 

¶ in addition to prohibition against discrimination against any citizen on the same grounds as 
in Article 15(1), specifically with respect to employment or appointment under the State. 

¶ The other leg is the special provisions, which under Article 15(4) empowers the State to 
άƳŀƪŜ any provision for the advancement of any socially and educationally backward 
classes of citizens or for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled ¢ǊƛōŜǎέΣ and 

¶ under Article 16(4) provides άŦƻǊ the reservation of appointments or posts in favour of any 
backward class of citizens, which in the opinion of the State, is not adequately represented 
in the services under the {ǘŀǘŜέΦ 

DIscuss about the Mandal Case Judgement. E.g The majority judgment in the Mandal case per Justice 
Jeevan Reddy held that άŀ backward class cannot be determined only and exclusively with reference 
to economic criterion. It may be a consideration or basis along with and in addition to social 
backwardness, but it can never be the sole criterion. 

Conclusion - based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introduction:  
        The President of India has given his  assent to the bill providing  10% reservation in jobs and 
educational institutions to the economically weaker sections in the general category . The 
legislation will be known as the  Constitution (103 Amendment) Act, 2019  and it shall come into 
force on such  date as the Centre notifies.  
  
Body:  
The principle of equality permeates the Constitution of India. The relevant Constitutional 
provisions stand on two legs, which are mutually supportive.  On the one leg it provides  
¶ Ar ti cle 15 (1)  provides that the State shall not discriminate against any citizen on grounds 

only of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth or any of them  
¶ Article 16 (1)  provides for equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters of employment 

or ap pointment to any office under the sta te. No citizen can be discriminated on grounds 
only of religion, race,   caste, sex, descent place of birth or residence.  

     The other leg is the  special provisions , which under  
¶ Article 15 (4)  empowers the State to òmake any provision for the advancement of any 

socially and educationally backward classes of citizens or for the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribesó. 

¶ Article 16 (4)  provides òfor the reservation of appointments or posts in favour of any 
backward class of ci tizens, which in the opinion of the  State, is not adequately represented 
in the services under the Stateó. 

¶ Article 46  directs the state to promote with special care the educational and economic 
interests of the òweaker sections of the peopleó, particularly  of the Scheduled Castes and 
the Scheduled Tribes and also directs the state òto protect them from social injustice and 
all forms of exploitationó 

¶ Articles 330 -342 under Part 16 of the Constitution  outline special provisions for certain 
classes ð SCs, STs, Backward Classes and Anglo Indians . The Constitutional promise is 
explicitly for ôsocial exclusion and discriminationõ. Notably, the òsocially and educationally 
backward classesó was the target group in quotas for OBCs. 

 
Mandal case Judgement:  

¶ The term òbackward class of citizensó has been generally understood, and also defined by 
the Supreme Court in the Mandal case (Indra Sawhney vs. Union of India, 1992) judgment, 
to include the SCs, STs, and Socially and educationally Backward Classes. These  are not 
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exceptions, but special provisions to ensure that the  principle of Equality enshrined in 
Articles 14, 15(1) and 16(1) becomes really effective , in the peculiar inherited Indian 
context of a society riddled by gross inequalities between social clas ses. 

 
Def in ition of Backward classes:  

¶ The majority judgment in the Mandal case per  Justice Jeevan Reddy  held that òa 
backward class cannot be determined only and exclusively with reference to economic 
criterion. It may be a consideration or basis along wit h and in addition to social 
backwardness, but it can never be the sole criterionó. 

¶ As the Mandal judgment describes, the founding fathers of the Constitution were keenly 
and poignantly aware of the òhistoric injustices and inequitiesó prevalent over the centuries 
in Indian society. These were not inequities against individuals. These were deprivations 
imposed on certain social classes as a whole.  

 
Way Forward:  
¶ The problem faced by children and young people of Socially Advanced Castes who are 

genuinely poor is that t hey are not able to afford education to the fuller level for want of 
financial capacity.  

¶ This problem has to be resolved and can be resolved by having a comprehensive scheme of 
scholarships and educational loans, so that no child or youth of any c aste has to  drop out 
of education at any stage only on account of financial incapacity.  

¶ Creation of jobs by improving the infrastructure ð social and physical, better governmental 
policies for public and private investments to spur the economy.  

 
Conclusion : 

¶ Reservati on to the weaker sections is an positive affirmative action needed for their welfare. 
The 103 rd  Constitutional Amendment Act though is a beneficial move for the òforward poor ó. 
Similar moves by previous governments have be judicially reviewed and struck down. It is 
prudent to look at other alternatives to alleviate the conditions of EWS.  

 

Q) Combating discrimination based on caste is no longer a priority for Indian 

reformers. Do you agree. Comment.                                                            (250 words)  
Indianexpress  

Why  this  question  

The article discusses the other side of the discrimination based on caste and analyzes the declining 
interest of the social reformers of today in fighting against this discrimination. 

Directive  word  

Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 

Key  demand  of  the  question.  

The question wants us to express our opinion as to whether combating discrimination based on caste 
is/ is not a priority for Indian social reformers and activists today. We have to substantiate our 
opinion with proper facts/ arguments. 

Structure  of  the  answer  

Introduction - write a few introductory lines about the  social and economic inequalities in India. 
E.g present some statistics on economic inequality and mention the dilution of social discrimination 
with age. 

Body - 

Mention that  in the pre-1947 era eradicating casteism was an important strand of both the freedom 
struggle and many Hindu reform movements. Give names of such movements, struggles and 
associated endeavours and personalities.   
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Discuss why the general population particularly the educated urban class reformers no longer give 
so much priority to combating discrimination based on caste. E.g 

¶ First, thanks to our Constitution and progressive laws, the most abhorrent forms of casteist bias 
have been criminalised. 

¶ Second, overt casteism is no longer visible in the anonymity of our cities; atrocities directed at 
Dalits are largely of rural provenance. 

¶ The third and perhaps most important reason why the socially privileged feel absolved of any 
further responsibility for fighting casteism is the policy of reservations. Mandatory quotas in 
universities, government jobs and elected offices are seen as having done enough (and indeed 
too much in the eyes of many) to create secure pathways for SCs to achieve upward mobility. 

Despite this grim picture, many believe that with all the enabling conditions now in place it is simply 
up to the Dalit community to pull themselves up. 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introduction:  
        Caste based dis crimination has been present i n India for about three millenias now. Post 
independence, the relevance of caste system in Indian society has certainly reduced but not 
diminished. The most recent incident is the lynching of Dalits by cow -protection groups in  Una, 
Gujarat shows that   it i s perpetrating and deeply rooted.  
        The fact that Dalits are poorly represented in the government services, boards of companies 
show that they are still economically deprived too. The reformers in post independence perio d too 
are relatively less inte rested in combating Caste discrimination. The  2005 economic 
census  shows that Dalits in India own just 9.8% of enterprises despite constituting 16.4% of the 
population. And the vast majority of these are small single -person bu sinesses.  
  
Body:  
  
Pre -Indepe nd ence Era:  
In the pre -1947 era, eradicating casteism was an important strand of both the freedom struggle 
and many Hindu reform movements. Efforts by many social reformers like Jyothiba Phule (Satya 
Shodak Samaj), E.V Ramaswa my Naicker (Self Respect Movem ent), K Kelappan (Temple Entry 
movements and Vaikom Satyagraha); Freedom fighters like Gandhiji (Harijan Sevak Sangh), M G 
Ranade(Prarthana Samaj) and Dr.B.R Ambedkar (Bahishkrith Hitakarni Sabha) etc.  
  
Post ð Independence period:  
The general population p ar ticularly the educated urban class reformers no longer give so much 
priority to combating discrimination based on caste.  
¶ First,  Constitutional provisions and progressive laws  are provided and the most 

abhorren t forms of casteist bias have been criminalis ed. Example : Article 17 of our 
constitution abolishes untouchability. Prevention of Atrocities Act, Prevention of Manual 
Scavenging Act is enacted.  

¶ Second,  overt casteism  is no longer visible in the anonymity of  our cities; atrocities 
directed at Dalits ar e largely of rural provenance.  Example : The Una incident was in a 
village.  

¶ The third is the  policy of reservations . Affirmative action  is perhaps the most important 
reason why the socially privileged feel absolv ed of any further responsibility for fighting  
casteism.  Mandatory quotas  in universities, government jobs and elected offices are seen 
as having done enough to create secure pathways for SCs to  achieve upward mobility . 

¶ Fourth, multiple government schemes t o alleviate the poverty of the SCs and for th eir socio -
economic welfare.  

¶ Many believe that the empowerment of Dalits can be done by themselves.  Case 
Study:               In a 2017 survey by the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies and 
Azim Premji Un iversity, nearly half the upper -caste people polled said the reason Dalits lag 
behind other groups was due to a òlack of effortó. However, the situation of Dalits is still 
grim.  
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¶ Caste discrimination is still all pervasive. Discrimination based on caste sta tus is a root 
cause of the high poverty level s that caste -affected people experience. Most Dalits, live below 
the poverty line, earn less than the minimum wage, have no access to education, experience 
segregation in access to housing and suffer from numero us diseases, not least because of 
lack of acc ess to safe drinking water and sanitation. This inequality is exacerbated by the 
lack of implementation of existing laws to protect the Dalits.  

  
Way Forward:  
¶ Give a voice to oppressed groups:  We can tackle bias  against caste and gender first of all 

by rec ognising the value and dignity of all work (including unpaid work) and all workers 
(including those in the most difficult arduous and degraded occupations). 
Creating  Alternative livelihoods  by providing skills t raining to women of the house.  

¶ Political Voic e: The reservations provided at the local Self Governments should be filled 
with true spirit of democracy.  

¶ Review of the Reservation Policy:  To ensure that the social and economic justice is 
granted to the needy  and true beneficiaries.  

¶ Protective Legislati on s should be strictly enforced, so that no offender is left scot -free 
¶ Private sector companies, schools, and colleges should extend reservations to SCs.  
¶ Sensitization of Kids  at schools about the ills of caste discrimination.  
¶ SHGõs, NGOs can play a vital ro le at the grassroots level to create awareness and uplift the 

people discriminated by caste. They can be the  òvoice of the voicelessó. Mass movements 
on Social Media like #MeToo can be started to spread awaren ess of the perpetuating caste 
discrimination issues.  

  
Conclusion:  

¶ Indiaõs battle against caste discrimination remains tragically incomplete, casting an 
aspersion on our status as a civilised liberal democracy. It is to be ensured that the steps 
taken to u ndo the harm done by such medieval practices are made more effective and do 
not create further inequality in the society.  

 

Q) The 10% quota for higher -caste EWSs discredits the moral fo undation of the 

principle of social justice. Comment.     (250 words ) 
Epw  

Why  this  que stio n  

The recently introduced act to provide 10% reservations to the higher caste EWSs of the society has 
been highly criticized for its callous and highly political approach towards some of the most 
important economic questions of India. It is important to discuss how this policy affects India and 
the principle of natural justice. 

Directive  wor d  

Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 

Key  demand  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue of providing 
reservations to high-caste EWS of India and express our opinion as to how it does/ does not discredit 
the moral foundation of the idea of social justice. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

In tro duction - write a few introductory lines about the  recent bill for providing reservations to 
higher-caste EWS of Indian society. E.g mention the criteria used for identification of the 
beneficiaries and mention the benefits provided directly. 

Body - 

Discuss the pros and cons of the bill. E.g 
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¶ If the Court assents to the legislation and it is implemented by the government, it is expected to 
help the needy among the higher castes. 

¶ In some cases, it is also expected to eliminate the desperation of those who, in the past, would 
resort to obtaining fake Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST) certificates that were 
used to seek entry into professional courses 

¶ Centre did not give enough time for discussion on it before it was tabled in Parliament for its 
final approval. 

¶ Similarly, an objection is raised about the procedure that the government adopted in order to 
fix the criteria for educational and economic backwardness. 

¶ How has the government arrived at the figure of 10%, without any proper and thorough 
documentation by a duly constituted commission? 

Discuss how the scheme discredits the moral foundations of the principles of social justice. E.g 

¶ Issue of fake certificates 

¶ he 10% quota is expected to reinforce the urge among the higher castes to be a part of the 
reservation fraternity, along with the SCs, STs, and Other Backward Classes (OBCs). 

¶ The 10% quota is at variance with the very normative basis of the reservation policy, which 
was envisioned for the benefit of the SCs. 

¶ It is needless to mention that the potential beneficiaries of the legislation would benefit from 
a 10% quota based purely on the economic criterion, that is, without having had to 
experience being subjected to the practices of untouchability, which originally served as the 
fundamental basis for providing the quota for the SCs etc. 

Conclusion - based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introduction : 
         The President of India has given his assent to the bill providing  10% reservation in jobs 
and educational institutions to the economically weaker sections in the general category . 
The legislation will be known as the  Constitution (103 Amendment) Act, 2019  and it shall come 
into force on such date as the Centre notifies . 
Body : 

 
The pros  of the re servation Act are : 
¶ Alleviation of Poverty:  It is expected to help the needy among the higher castes . 

¶ Reduces ghost beneficiaries : In some cases, it is expected to eliminate the desperation of 
those who, in the past, would resort to obtaining  fake Scheduled  Caste (SC) and 
Scheduled Tribe (ST)  certificates that were used to seek entry into professional courses . 

¶ Removes Prejudice:  The reservation will prevent these higher castes from holding 
reservations responsible for national disintegration and perpetuation  of casteism, as they 
widely believe . 

¶ Reduces Unwanted Adoptions:  The legislation is also expected to keep savarna -caste 
aspiran ts from seeking adoption into SC/ST families in order to procure SC/ST certificates . 

¶ No deceptive self -characterisation:  Ironica ll y, the 10% quota can help these savarnas 
retain their authentic caste identity. In this way, they can now avoid facing humilia tion in 
courts of law on account of being exposed as fake caste certificate holders . 
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The cons  of the reservation are : 
¶ Sincerity  of  the Government:  Centre did not give 

enough time for discussion on it before it was tabled in 
Parliament for its final approva l. 

¶ Lack of objectivity:  an objection is raised about the 
procedure that the government adopted in order to fix 
the criteria for  educational and economic 
backwardness. The government arrived at the figure of 
10%, without any proper and thorough documentatio n 
by a duly constituted commission . 

¶ Discredits the moral foundation of the principle of 
social justice : 

¶ The principle of social  ju stice  calls for ôequal 
treatment of equalsõ and ôaffirmative action for less 

advantage sectionsõ. 
¶ Constitution outlines specia l provisions for  only four 

classes  ð SCs, STs, Backward Classes and Anglo 
Indians in the Articles 330 -342 under Part 16 . 

¶ The pr ovision is clearly mentioned as reservation is 
explicitly for ôsocial exclusion and discriminationõ. 
Notably, the òsocially and e ducationally backward 
classes ó was the target group in quotas for OBCs. 

¶ Unfairness or an element of injustice  is rooted in the 
pra ctice of  untouchability , whereas pure economic 
backwardness is rooted in the systemic inability to 
provide jobs to the higher castes . 

¶ The lack of opportunities is not due to 
untouchability , but due to the  inability of the state 
and the market to provide  en ough jobs for the 
qualified and the needy . 

¶ The new reservation policy has transformed from a 
policy meant to provide a level playing field for 
those  suffering from historical discrimination and 
those who are weaker sections of the society to a 
policy me ant  as a dole for those sections of society 
wh o are poor and lack jobs . 

¶ The Indira Sawhney case  had further held that  social 
backwardness cannot be determined only with reference to an economic criterion . 

¶ Violation of DPSP : 

¶ The Article 46 , which is a non -just iciable Directive Principle, says that the state shall 
promote educational and economic interests of òweaker sectionsó, in particular SCs and 
STs, and protect them from òsocial injusticesó and òall forms of exploitationó. 

¶ While the  103 rd Amendment menti ons  Article 46 in its statement and objects , it seems 
the government overlooked the fact that upper castes neither face social injustice nor are 
subjected to any form of exploitation . 

¶ Moreover, the Constitution makes provisions for commis sions to look into  matters relating 
to  implementation of constitutional safeguards for Scheduled Castes (Article 338), 
Scheduled Tribes (338A) and Socially and Educationally Backward Classes (339),  but 
has not created any commission for the economically ba ckward classes . 

¶ Vi ola tion of Basic Structure Doctrine : 
¶ The 10% reservation will be in addition to the existing cap of 50% reservation for the 

Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and the Other Backward Classes, taking the  total 
reservation to 60% . 

¶ This would  leave other candi dat es with just 40% government jobs or seats, amounting 
to  violation of Article 14 (Right to Equality) , which is a part of  Basic Structure . 

¶ The 60% reservation will also lead to  òsacrifice of meritó. 
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Conclusion : 
                Thus, the quota for the ec onomi cally poor among the upper castes has been seen 
essentially as a  poverty alleviation move dressed up as reservation.  Reservation to the weaker 
sections is an positive affirmative action needed for their welfare. The 10 3 rd  Constitutiona l 
Amendment Act thoug h is a beneficial move for the òforward poor ó. Similar moves by previous 
governments have be judicially reviewed and struck down. It is prudent to look at other alternatives 
to alleviate the conditions of EWS . 
 

Q) The parliamentary develo pments in UK has led to utter confusion in UK but has 

important lessons that liberal democracies around the world can learn. Discuss in 

context of India whose parliamentary system borrows heavily from UK  ?  (250 words)  
Indianexpress  

Why  this  questio n  

The article discusses the voting patterns in UK parliament regarding the passage of the deal and No 
confidence motion against the government. The article delves deep into the lessons we can learn 
which can also deepen our understanding of Indian democracy. 

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to bring out the developments in UK and highlight what lessons it offers to 
liberal democracies around the world. Thereafter, we need to specifically discuss the lessons for India 
and how we should ingrain it in our democracy. 

Directive  wor d  

Discuss ς This is an all-encompassing directive ς you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both 
for and against arguments. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction  ς Explain about the recent developments in Brexit. 

Bod y  

Discuss the lessons that can be drawn from parliamentary proceedings in UK related to Brexit 

¶ the drama has foregrounded the quirks and strengths of parliamentary democracy. They 
have foregrounded the fact that in a parliamentary system, legislators are supreme as they 
represent popular sovereignty. 

¶ formal and informal coalition building among the ruling party, its allies and the opposition 
has ensured that every political group has played a role in this crucial process. This has 
produced delay and chaos, but it has also deepened the legitimacy of the political system 

Discuss what lessons can be drawn from these developments for the indian political system. Here 
you can discuss points like relevance of anti detection law, the art of consensus building across the 
opposition etc 

Conclusion  ς give your view and discuss the way forward. 
  
Introduction : 
        The final deal to exit the European Commission was put out to vote in the Parliament. Prime 
Minister  Theresa Mayõs Brexit deal was rejected by 230 votes, the largest defeat for a sitting 
government in his tory. With this, she had to face a  no -confidence motion , which she survived . 
                        
Body : 
        The happenings in the Britain parliament have lessons for liberal democracies across the 
world . 
¶ Every democracy has various views about an is sue. The  clashes between the majoritarian 

and minoritarian views  are bound to happen. In this context, Brit ain canõt seem to get its 
exit right from EU . 
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¶ Mayõs success in overseeing Brexit under some kind of a deal is crucial to the ongoing 
struggle for  acc eptance of women in high politics . 

¶ The drama has put in the fore the  quirks and strengths of parliamentary democracy . 
Misjudged decisions by former PM led to resignation of two PMõs in a quick 
succession  leading to instability in executive . 

¶ MPs of the gove rning party have voted against their prime ministerõs policy but voted for 
their government. They have fore -grounded the fact that in a parliamentary 
system,  legislators are supreme as they represent popular sovereignty . 

¶ The formal and informal coalition  building among the ruling party, its allies and 
the  opposition has ens ured that every political group  has played a role in this crucial 
process. This has produced delay and chaos, but it has also  deepened the legitimacy of 
the political system . 

  
The lesson s that can be drawn from these developments for the Indian political system are as 
follows . 
¶ India has borrowed many of its constitutional features from Britain like the  Parliamentary 

Government, Rule of Law, Legislative procedure, Cabinet System and parlia mentary 
privileges  to name a few . 

¶ Anti -defection law  present under th e 10th schedule of constitution  abstains legislators 
from voting against the whip issued. The legislators will be disqualified if they detract and 
thereby  goes against the principles of L iberal democracy where they canõt voice their 
honest views . 

¶ It also e xposes the chinks in the parliamentary system of India where although  legislators 
are supreme as they represent popular sovereignty,  they are  bound by party 
ideologies. Independence of le gislators is curbed . 

¶ The co -operation and consensus building among le gislators  cutting across party lines 
can be learnt from the above scenario in UK . 

¶ The coalition governments  formed just to get hold of power, increased horse -trading to 
defeat the coaliti on governmen t , policy paralysis due to varying ideologies  of coalitio n 
partners are some of the issues in coalition politics found in India . 

¶ The executive is to be held responsible to the legislative which is the core of parliamentary 
democracy . 

¶ Instances of passing many legislations through money bill evading scrutinies of  upper 
house, repeated usage of ordinance to overpower the legislative, non -formation of 
committees to scrutinize the laws, non -passage of private memberõs bill are some of 
the crucial is sues plaguing Indian parliamentary democracy . 

¶ The British media has e xtensively criticized May and her supporters for Brexit. But they 
have not misused any of their legislative privileges to harass the journalists. This upholds 
the plurality of views and v oice of dissent . 

 
Conclusion : 
                In a parliamentary democ racy, the  Parliament represents the people  and therefore, it 
is expected to have an  upper hand over both Executive and Judiciary . Democracy is also about 
developing institutions and work ing through these institutions . 
 

Q) Saving the Constitution is not  about saving a text, it is abou t renewing a 

commitment to each other. Comment.    (250 words)  
Indianexpress  

Why  this  qu estio n  

This republic day we need to introspect our relationship with the constitution and with the fellow 
citizens which ascribe to that constitution. In this context it is important to discuss about the need 
for renewing our commitment to each other in order to preserve and uphold the constitution in its 
true spirits. 

Directive  wor d  

Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
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Key  demand  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to express our knowledge and understanding about the constitution and 
express our opinion as to how underlining the importance of fraternity and commitment to each 
other can help upholding the constitution. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction ς Write a few introductory lines about the  constitution. E.g mention the process of 
framing of constitution and the source from which it derives its authority. 

Body - 

Discuss the importance of fraternity in upholding the constitution. E.g 

¶ We speak of the Constitution as if it were a thing: A self-evident truth, recourse to which can 
resolve all our disputes. 

¶ We ask: What does the Constitution άǎŀȅέΚ If we just discovered what it says, it would bind 
us. 

¶ The question is not what the Constitution says. But what we can get the Constitution to say. 
It does not make us, as much as we make it. 

¶ The Constitution is a slow but steady expansion of liberty and equality, institutionalisation 
of an accountable state, and the creation of a new collective power that is capable of acting 
in concert to chart its own destiny. 

¶ Its success is that it has endured, different parties repose their faith in it. 

¶ The constitutional project is not a leap of faith in a thing called the Constitution, it is a leap 
of faith in each other. 

¶ Its controversies cannot be settled by something called άǘƘŜ constitutional ǘŜȄǘέΤ it can be 
settled only by a mutual consensus etc. 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
 
Introduction : 

The Indian Constitution is unique in  its contents and spirit. It derives the power from 
the  citizens of India . It accepts the  necessity of modifications according to the changing 
needs of the society . The constitution will always have something that is con temporary and 
something that has a m ore durable importance . 
 
Body : 
                Fraternity means a sense of brotherhood. Fraternity assures the dignity of an individual 
and the unity and integrity of the nation. Fraternity thus is the spirit of common brotherhood 
amongst all the people of  India transcending religious, linguistic, caste, regional or sectional 
diversities. Mere saving of the values of constitution without commitment of the people towards it 
shows a lack of commitment to our renewal of relationship towards it . 
¶ Constitution is  believed to be the solution fo r all disputes arising in the society. In reality 

the question is not what the Constitution says. But what we can get the Constitution to 
say. It does not make us, as much as we make it . 

o Example : Constitution promotes socio -economic justice in the DPSP. Th e non - 
implementation of SC decisions by the government like payment of MGNERGA wages 
in Swaraj Abhiyan case . 

¶ The philosophical values of the constitution promote fraternity, secularism, tolerance . 
o Example : instances of mob l ynching, discrimination meted o ut to vulnerable 

societies show there is a complete violation of it by people . 
¶ The Constitution is a slow but steady expansion of liberty and equality, institutionalisation 

of an accountable state, and the creation of a new c ollective power that is capable  of acting 
in concert to chart its own destiny . 
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o Example : The Kesavanada Bharti case came up with the judicial innovation of Basic 
Doctrine Structure which has expanded the scope of constitutional rights like Right 
to Educatio n, Right to Privacy etc . 

¶ Indian  constitution  ensures the freedom of speech of every citizen . 
o Example : There are instances of banning of novels, movies by the governments of 

day bowing to pressure from some sections of the society causing violence and 
enemi ty between people . 

¶ The constitu tional project is not a leap of faith in a thing called the Constitution, it is a leap 
of faith in each other . 

o Example : Article 15 guarantees the right to equality to all without any 
discrimination. However, sexual harassment , violence is meted out to wome n, 
transgender which shows not just violating text of Constitution. It also reveals how 
there is a lack of humanitarian spirit among us . 

¶ The controversies cannot be settled by something called òthe constitutional textó; it can be 
settled only by a mutual c onsensus . 

o Example:  The recent incidents such as women entry to Sabarimala was upheld by 
Supreme Court. However, there are lot of violent incidents showing the hard 
measures of imposing the constitutional values is not a solut ion but there is a need 
of mutu al consensus among the people over such issues of faith . 

There is a need to improve the fraternity between people to reduce the various conflicts arising in 
the society. These can lead to destruction of secular fabric, tolera nt and diverse nature of Indian  
society by polarizing people . 
 
Way Forward : 
¶ Value education to the people to inculcate tolerance, equality and fraternity . 
¶ By following the fundamental duties to respect every individual and inculcating a spirit of 

brotherho od among citizens . 
¶ Judicial revi ews to ensure that the legislations are serving all the citizens of the country . 
¶ Effective implementation of laws in true letter and spirit at the grassroots level . 

 
Conclusion : 
Constitution is not a mere text of rules and r egulations. It is an organic docu ment with spirit and 
values which must be inculcated in the people. The need of the hour is build up the fraternity 
among òthe peopleó from whom the constitution draws its power. 
 

Q) Constitution alone cannot fight social evils. Comment in the con text of the 

Sabarimala temple controversy.    (250 words)  
Indianexpress  

Why  this  questio n  

The recent Sabarimala controversy highlights the deep social divides still relevant In Indian society. 
In this context it is essential to discuss whether constitution alone can help India in solving its social 
problems. 

Dire ctive  wor d  

Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon.   

Key  demand  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to express our knowledge and understanding of the Sabarimala controversy 
and express our opinion as to whether constitution alone can help us in fighting social evils like the 
one being exposed by the Sabarimala controversy. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction ς write a few introductory lines about the  Sabarimala controversy. E.g throw some 
light on the nature of the dispute and how it affects ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ rights. 
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Body - 

DIscuss the SC judgement allowing all women to visit the inner shrine. 

Discuss whether Constitution alone is enough to fight social evils in India. E.g 

¶ By cheering on the Supreme Court ramming through of changes that cut across deeply- held 
beliefs of Ayyappa devotees τ rather than engaging with them, we are actually 
compromising the prospects for religious reform. 

¶ We are therefore risking the credibility of the courts and undermining our secular 
democracy. 

¶ By relying on the SC, we have a missed opportunity for how Sabarimala doors might have 
been opened to all women by drawing on its richly liberal heritage rather than dissing it. 

¶ The issue needs empathetic and respectful engagement, accompanied by moral pressure 
and even peaceful protest. 

¶ When we cross into the terrain of illiberal τ but not obviously harmful τ beliefs and 
practices, the courts and the government need to exercise restraint. 

¶ By wading into thorny matters of doctrine and tradition, on which it has little expertise, the 
Supreme Court will only damage its credibility. We can see this in the tortured reasoning in 
the Sabarimala verdict, for instance, on whether or not Sabarimala worshippers constitute 
a distinct religious community or whether they are part of the multi-layered, diverse, and 
overlapping strands that make up the Hindu tradition etc. 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
 
Introduction : 
¶ Sabarimala is considered to be one of the holiest temples in H induism, with one of the 

largest annual pilgrimages in the world . 
¶ The faithful believe that the deityõs powers derive from his asceticism, and in particular 

from his bei ng celibate . 
¶ Women between the ages of 10 and 50 are barred from participating in the r ituals . 
¶ The exclusion was given legal sanction by Rule 3(b) of the Kerala Hindu Places of Public 

Worship (Authorisation of Entry) Rules, 1965 . 
 
Body : 
 
Supreme Courtõs verdict : 
¶ The Supreme Court, in  Indian Young Lawyers Association v. State of Kerala , a maj ority 

opinion of 4:1 lifted the centuries -old practice of prohibiting women to enter the Lord 
Ayyappa temple at Sabarimala in Kerala . 

¶ The Court condemned the prohibition a s hegemonic patriarchy. It said that exclusion on 
grounds of biological and physiolog ical features like menstruation was unconstitutional as 
it was  violative of the right to equality and dignity of women . 

¶ Right of women to enter Sabarimala was guaranteed u nder  Article 25(1).  This provision 
states that all persons are equally entitled to pr actise religion . 

India is a diverse society, considered as  ôfruit-salad of culturesõ, where each has its unique 
identity. The question whether Constitution alone is enough to fight social evils in India is a matter 
of debate . 
¶ Many social evils like  illiter acy of females, Domestic violence, female infanticide, 

prostitution, dowry, traffickin g of humans  are still prevalent in India despite measures 
taken by the Governments and Courts taking the support of Constitution. Many of these 
social evils are promoted by the religious backing and cultural bolstering . 

¶ By using hard measures like verdicts  of top courts and imposing rules against such 
practices, there is no guarantee that the practices will be wiped out.  Example : The recent 
flogging of Dalits at Una, gujar at 

¶ This would  risk the credibility of the courts , undermining our secular democracy an d 
compromising the prospects for religious reform . 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  21 www.insightsias.com  

SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 

¶ Rather, there is a need to engage with the people, understand their concerns and try to 
educate them of the ramificatio ns . 

¶ These issues need  empathetic and respectful engagement , accompanied by  moral 
pressure and even peaceful protest . 

¶ The courts and the g overnment need to exercise restraint in beliefs and practices as the 
religious institutions also have a  fundamental rig ht under Article 26 . 

¶ Dragging the state into matters of faith opens the door to a religious state . 
¶ There is a need to reform many discrim inatory practices that continue to prevail ñ be it the 

absence of women priests in our temples, mosques, and churches, or the persistence of 
caste -considerations in marriages . 

¶ In a secular state like India, these practices have to be  fought socially and 
po litically  rather than, taking the legal route . 

¶ Kerala has a proud tradition of exactly this sort of social campaign aga inst caste -based 
exclusion. In Tamil Nadu, the Dravidian movement used its political strength and the 
popular appeal of its ideology to s ignificantly roll back the social dominance of upper castes . 

¶ The Anglican Church has admitted women to the priesthood b ecause, after years of debate, 
the congregation was persuaded, not because of British court judgments or pressure from 
the government . 

¶ The more that reformist efforts tap the resources within the religious tradition that they 
seek to change, the more likel y they are to be effective . 

¶ Dalit priests are increasingly found in temples in the south not least because modern -day 
reformers have cite d the narratives of òuntouchableó saints in the Vaishnava Alvar and 
Saiva Nayanar canons . 

 
Conclusion : 
                In a liberal democracy, everybody has their rights. In matter of social and cultural 
values, it is always better to convince and win over those who donõt share your views. Hard 
measures may fuel the same sort of political backlash against liberal mores fro m religious -minded 
traditionalists that is being witnessed in previously -secular countries such as Turkey, and, 
jeopardise much -needed pro gress on social and religious reforms in our country . 
 

Topic ɀ Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary; Ministries and 

Departments of the Government; pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the 

Polity. 

Q) Evaluate whether the All I ndia judicial service is an idea whose time has come?       

(250 words)  
Indianexpress  

Why  this  ques tion  

The article examines the policy suggestion of Niti Ayog of having all India judicial service and gives 
its view. This debate has often cropped up and this article would enable you to prepare points on 
things that are faulty with such a proposal. 

Key  demand  of  the  question  

The question expects us to discuss the suggestion of Niti Ayog regarding creation of all India judicial 
service, highlight ƛǘΩǎ pros and cons and give our view on whether or not the time for this idea has 
come. 

Directive  word  

Evaluate ς When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth 
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here. 

Structure  of  the  answer  

Introduction  ς Explain that the vision document titled Ψ{ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ for New India @ трΩΣ released by 
the NITI Aayog in December last, amongst other things, proposes a spate of judicial reforms. The 
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think-tank has come out batting for the creation of an All India Judicial Service, akin to the other 
central services like the IAS and the IPS 

Body  

Explain the genesis of the idea ς the constitutional provisions regarding AIJS. Explain that 14th 
Report on Reform of Judicial Administration τ alluded to the need for creating a separate all-India 
service for judicial officers. This report favoured an AIJS to ensure that subordinate court judges are 
paid salaries and given perks at parity with government bureaucrats, thereby incentivising the 
option of the state judiciary as a viable career prospect 

Examine issues with the policy proposal of Niti Ayog 

¶ AIJS is being proposed as a panacea to cure the chronic vacancy crisis plaguing the Indian 
subordinate judiciary. Given the limited extent to which the Constitution only permits the 
appointments of district judges to such a prospective AIJS, it will not magically remedy this 
crisis. At best, what an all India service potentially offers is a more streamlined and 
regularised recruitment process for the limited number of vacancies for district judges in the 
country. 

¶ second concern is the much wider composition of the AIJS proposed by NITI Aayog, than 
what is permissible under Article 312. The top government think-tank has rather ambitiously 
pitched an omnibus service to covering entry level civil judges, prosecutors and legal advisers 
to comprise the service. Such a sweeping mandate would require considerable amendments 
to the Constitution, especially with respect to the appointments process for the lower 
subordinate judiciary etc 

Conclusion  ς give your view on whether the proposal needs to be given merit and discuss way 
forward. 

  
Introduction:  
        The vis ion  document titled ôStrategy for New India @ 75õ, released by the  NITI Aayog  in 
December last year, amongst other things, proposes a s pate of judicial reforms. The think -tank 
has come out batting for the creation of an All India Judicial Service(AIJS), ak in to the other central 
services like the IAS and the IPS.         
 
Body:  
 
Status of AIJS : 

¶ The idea was  first mooted by the Law Commissio n in the 1950s  to have an AIJS. Under 
this the district judges will be recruited centrally through an all -India examinati on. They 
will then be allocated to each State along the lines of th e AIS.  

¶ The proposal for an All -India Judicial Service was  first sugg ested in the Chief Justicesõ 
Conference in 1961  as a way to remove any scope for judicial or executive intervention in 
th e appointments to the judiciary in the High Courts and the Supreme Court in India. The 
idea had to be shelved after some states and Hig h Courts opposed it.  

¶ The Constitution was amended in 1976 (42 nd  Amendment)   to provide for an AIJS 
under  Article 312.  Art icle 312 was amended to confer power on the Rajya Sabha to initiate  
the process for setting up an AIJS, by passing a resolution support ed by two -thirds majority 
in the upper house.  

¶ The proposal was again floated by the ruling UPA government in 2012 but the  draft bill was 
shelved again after opposition from High Court Chie f Justices who labelled this an 
infringement of their rights.  

¶ Curren tly, on similar lines  subordinate and district judges are recruited by High 
Courts  on the basis of a common examination.  

  
Other recommendations:  
        The 14th Report on Reform of Judic ial Administration  ñ alluded to the need for creating 
a separate all -India service for judicial officers. This report favoured an AIJS to ensure that 
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subordinate court judges are paid salar ies and given perks at parity with government bureaucrats, 
thereby incentivising the option of the state judiciary as a viable career p rospect.  
  
Need for AIJS:  
¶ The AIJS is an attempt to ensure that younger judges are promoted to the SC and HCs. In 

the exi st ing system, recruits join as magistrates in the subordinate judic iary and take at 
least 10 years to become district judges.  

¶ This is e xpected to ensure a  transparent and efficient  method of recruitment  to attract 
the best talent in Indiaõs legal profession.  

¶ Currently Indiaõs legal infrastructure is facing various issues, particularly the lower 
judiciary. At present India has just  13 judi cial posts per million people, though the Law 
Commission had recommended 50 judges per million of the population , based o n the 
ratio prevalent in the US previously.  

¶ Judiciary is suffering from massive vacancies across the nation and the scarcity is worsene d 
in some states due to judicial absenteeism. Hence there is need of urgent mechanism to 
appoint new judges.  

¶ As a consequ ence, the  pendency is high with the number of cases about 2.8 crore s. 
¶ Similarly judiciary suffering from various infrastructures relate d issues, like newly 

appointed judges does not have required court rooms; hence there is need of huge 
investment.  

 
Issues with the policy proposal of Niti Aayog:  
 
Solving Vacancy issues:  
¶ The AIJS is being proposed as a panacea to cure the  chronic vacancy cri sis  plaguing the 

Indian subordinate judiciary.  
¶ An all India service potentially offers is a more streamlined and regulari sed recruitment 

process for the limited number of vacancies for dis trict judges in the country.  
Violates Basic Structure Doctrine:     
¶ Niti Aayogõs document rather ambitiously proposed an AIJS  to cover entry level civil 

judges, prosecutors and legal adviser s to comprise the service (subordinate judges).  
¶ A sweeping mandate would require considerable amendments to the Constitution, 

especiall y with respect to the appointments process for the lower subordinate judiciary (that 
is, all ranks below that of a distri ct judge).  

¶ Presently, the appointments to the subordinate j udiciary are made under Articles 233 and 
234 of the Constitution under State  High Court Purview.  

¶ These amendments, establishing a centralised appointments mechanism, may arguably be 
constitutionall y untenable and  vulnerable to being struck down as flagrant  violations of 
the basic structure doctrine and judicial federalism . 

Oversim plification:  
¶ The idea of an AIJS has been significantly contentious within the legal fraternity and other 

concerned stake holders.  
¶ The proposal for AIJS was floated by the ruling UPA government in 2012 but the draft bill 

was shelved again  after opposition f rom High Court Chief Justices  who labelled this an 
infringement of their rights.  

¶ Taking into account local laws, practice s and customs which vary widely across States and 
even training judges in this line would be a problem.  

¶ The need to ensure reservation for locally domiciled citizens, the central selection 
mechanisms will throw up grave concerns impugning their utility and  legality as judicial 
reforms . 

Way Forward:  
¶ The Su preme Court has itself said that an AIJS should be set up, and has directed the 

Union  of India to take appropriate steps in this regard.  
¶ Young recruits from outside can easily learn the local language and a dapt themselves to 

local conditions like the India n Administrative Service officers.  
¶ Devise alternative judicial mechanisms  to solve ma ny disputes at the lowest levels itself.  
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Conclusion:  

¶ The current situation of judiciary is well below the expected lin es, hence there is an urgent 
need of reforms. However , a well deliberated, consensus -oriented decision will go a long 
way.  

 

Q) Critically analyze the process of selection of supreme court ju dges in India. How 

can the process be made more transparent  ?   (250 words)  

Why this question 

The recent decision of the collegium to replace two HC chief justices selected for elevation has once 
again brought the system of appointment of judges under the scanner. This article analyzes this issue 
in detail. 

Key demand of the question 

we have to describe the provisions dealing with the appointment of SC judges and discuss those 
provisions critically. We also have to suggest measures to rectify the arrangement. we have to 
identify and briefly discuss the key provisions dealing with the appointment of SC judges in India and 
form an opinion on them, particularly on their shortcomings. then we have to simply enlist measures 
required to prevent the ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ unnecessary intervention into the judiciary.Directive word 

Directive word 

critically analyze-When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. When 
ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΩ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of 
something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure of Answer: 

introduction- briefly describe article 124 of the constitution and mention NJAC . 

Body 

¶ enlist the eligibility and procedure of selection of SC judges in detail. 

¶ describe the first, second and third judges cases 

¶ discuss the shortcomings in the process. e.g lack of well defined rules and procedures and 
instances of discretion 

¶ suggest necessary amendments required in the legal provisions. e.g prescription of time limit 
and also bringing transparency and logic in the process of selection of judges etc. 

Conclusion ς Give your view and discuss way forward. 
Introduction:  
                Article -124  of the constitution deals with the appointment of judges in higher judicia ry. 
With the  99th constitutional amen dment  act and NJAC Bill 2014 , National judicial 
appointment commission was established by the union government to bring transparency and 
accountability in appointment of judges. However, the Supreme Court struck down th e 
amendment citing it as a  threat to judic ial independence, an integral part of Basic Structure 
Doctrine.  
 
Body:  
The Constitution mentions the following as criteria for eligibili ty:  
¶ Should be a citizen of India.  
¶ Should have been a judge of High court for fi ve years (Continuously) or Advocate o f hig h 

court for 10 years.  
¶ A distinguished jurist, in the opinion of President.  

Process of selection of judges of Supreme Court:  
¶ The method of selection of judges by a  Collegium of Supreme Court judges  finds  no place 

in the Constitution.  
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¶ The Constitution c onfer s the power of appointment of judges on the  President of India e. 
the Government of India to be  made in consultation with the Chief Just ice of India and 

other judge s of the Supreme Court and the High Courts . 
¶ With the best of intentions of securing the  indep endence of the judiciary , the Supreme 

Court rewrote the provisions of the Constitution for appointment of judges and appropriated 
the p ower to appoint judges by th e judges.  

¶ S P Gupta case  or  First Judges Case (1981):  
o By the first case the  power was ve sted in the Chief Justice of India in whom it 

was held the primacy lay in appointments assisted by two judges of the 
Supreme Court . It decla red that the òprimacyó of the CJIõs recommendation to the 
President can be refused for òcogent reasonsó. This brough t a p aradigm shift in 
favour of the executive having primacy over the judiciary in judicial appointments for 
the next 12 years.  

¶ Supreme Cour t Advocates -on Record Association vs. Union of India case ñ the 
òSecond Judges Caseó(1993): 

o In the secon d case the  court took away the primacy of the Chief Justice of 
India  and vested the power in a  Collegium of the Chief Justice of India and some 
senior -m ost judges of the Supreme Court . 

o òJusticiabilityó and òprimacyó required that the  CJI  be given the òprim aló role in 
such appointments. It overturned the S P Gupta judgment, saying òthe role of the 
CJI is primal in nature because this being a topic within t he judicial family, 
the  executive cannot have an equal say in the matter . Here the 
word  ôconsultationõ would  shrink in a mini form.  

¶ Third Judges Case(1998) ( by a  follow -up Presidentõs Reference to the Court): 
o The Collegium was expanded to include the  CJI a nd the next four (up from two) 

senior -most judges . It was concluded that the  CJI could only recommend 

ju dges  for app ointm ent after  consultation  with the other four judges, and any 
candidate has to be  supported by a majority of the Collegium . 

o Once the Colle gium makes a recommendation to the President, the  President can 
either accept it or send it back to the Collegium fo r rec onsideration . If the 
Collegium  once again recommends  that candidate for appointment with 
unanimous agreement the  President is bound by the recommendation . 

o The final position is thus that even though the formalities need to be performed by 
the Presiden t, th e actual decision -making power when it comes to appointment of 
Supreme Court judges rests with the Collegium  

However, there are shortco mings in the process:  
¶ Controversial appointments:  

o There is a failure to make an assessment of the person ality of the  cont emnor at the 
time of recommending his name for elevation.  

o Example : The controversy over the proposed elevation of Justice P.D. Dinakara n of 
the Karnataka High Court to the Supreme Court by the collegium of the Chief Justice 
and four senior -most judges  of t he Supreme Court was criticised for overlooking 
apparently suitable judges by the collegiums  

¶ The executive has little or no role  in the  appointment of judges as a result.  
¶ Supreme court is overburdened : 

o The Supreme Court did not realise the burden it w as im posing on the collegium of 
selecting judges for the Supreme Court and High Courts and transferring them from 
one High Court to another.  

o An administrative task of this magnitude must necessarily detract the judges of the 
collegium from their principal judic ial work of hearing and deciding cases.  

¶ Lacking this infrastructural backup  the collegium resorts to ad hoc informal 
consultations with  other judges in the Supreme Court who are expected to know the mer its 
of a proposed appointee from a High Court or occasionally by sounding a member of the 
Bar.  

o These methods are poor substitutes for a full time intensive collection of data about 
an incum bent, his work, standing, merit, integrity and potential which requ ires to 
be made considerably in advance for filin g in the vacancy.  

o This system  overlooks several talented junior judges and advocates.  
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¶ Besides, the  collegiumõs deliberations are secret, the  system is opaque and the choice of 
a judge is only known when his name is forwarded to the Government for formal 
appoint ment.  

¶ The collegium has necessarily limited its field of choice to the senior -most judges 
from the High Court for the appointments to t he Supreme Court , overlooking the 
several talented junior judges in  the High Courts or members of the bar.  

¶ Skewed re prese ntation of socio economic backward classes  like women, scheduled 
castes and tribes in the Supreme Court.  

The collegium system needs ref orms:  
¶ The need of the hour is to  revisit the existing system through a transparent and 

participatory procedure , pref erabl y by an independent broad -based constitutional body 
guaranteeing judicial primacy but not judicial exclusivity.  

¶ The new system should  ensure independence, reflect diver sity, demonstrate 
professional competence and integrity . 

¶ The system needs to establ ish a  body which is independent and objective in the selection 
process. In several countries of the Commonwealth,  National Judicial Appointm ent 
Commissions  have been establi shed to select judges. Such judicial commissions have 
worked with success in the U. K., S outh Africa and Canada.  

¶ Setting up  a constitutional body accommodating the federal concept of diversity and 
independence of judiciary f or appointment of judges to the h igher judiciary  can also 
be thought of as an alternate measure.  

¶ There should be a  Fixed time limit  for approval of recommendations.  
¶ As of now, instead of selecting the number of judges required against a certain number of 

vacancies, the collegium must prov ide a panel of possible names to the President for 
appointment in order of preferen ce an d other valid criteria.  

¶ New memorandum of procedure:  
o After the Second and Third Judges Cases, a Memorandum of Procedure had been 

formul ated to govern how the process of  how the Collegium would make 
recommendations to the Executive.  

o The government ther efore suggested that a new MOP be drafted and finalised for 
appointment of SC judges and the Executive to get a veto over candidates for nat ional 
security reasons in this ne w MOP.  

Conclusion:  
                The appointment of judges to higher judiciary is  shro uded with opacity and delays. This 
has in turn lead to delayed justice, huge pendency of cases, nepotism which can malign the 
judiciary  organ of our democracy. There is an urgent need to take up the reforms and induce the 
transparency and uphold the s ancti ty of Judiciary.  
 

Q) The judicia l appointment to the higher courts remains riddled with arbitrariness, 

opacity, and an absence of accountability. Analyze.  (250 words ) 
epw 

Why  this  ques tio n  

The article highlights some of the controversies in the appointment of judges which brings the focus 
back on appointment process of judges. It makes sense to revise the issues involved and think of a 
way forward to prevent this issue from recurring. 

Key demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to first explain the appointment process, thereafter highlight the issues with 
the appointment process and give suggestions regarding what needs to be done. 

Directive  wor d  

Analyze ς When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction  ς Explain the recent controversies pertaining to the collegium which has brought 
the focus on this issue. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/28/3-the-judicial-appointment-to-the-higher-courts-remains-riddled-with-arbitrariness-opacity-and-an-%c2%adabsence-of-accountability-analyze-250-words/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/28/3-the-judicial-appointment-to-the-higher-courts-remains-riddled-with-arbitrariness-opacity-and-an-%c2%adabsence-of-accountability-analyze-250-words/
https://www.epw.in/journal/2019/4/editorials/hollowing-out-judiciary.html


 

www.insightsonindia.com  27 www.insightsias.com  

SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 

Bod y  

Explain about the appointment process in brief and mention the 3 judges case 

¶ he right to select judges to the Supreme Court was taken upon itself by the apex court in 
1993 and revalidated in a 1998 judgment (Third Judges case). 

¶ The current government tried to change that with the passage of a law on the National 
Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC), but the law was shot down τ again by the 
Supreme Court. 

¶ NJAC was struck down by the SC because it would have compromised the independence of 
the CJI and given a role to the government in the appointment of judges. 

Discuss the controversies often associated with the collegium system and the need for reforms 

¶ Credibility of the SC: Controversial collegium system of judicial appointments undermines 
the independence of judges and raises  doubts about the credibility of the highest court. The 
judiciary off late has been caught in many such situations of credibility crisis off late. 

¶ Politicization of appointment: Government is not only the biggest litigator but also the 
greatest threat to the abuse of power. Judicial review as a concept is supposed to control 
the government and keep it in check. 

Discuss what needs to be done ς memorandum of procedure of appointment of judges 

Conclusion  ς Give your view and discuss way forward. 
  
Introduction : 
¶ The change in resolution by SC  stopped the elevation  of Justice Pradeep Nandrajog, Chief 

Justice of Rajasthan High C ourt, and Justice Rajendra Menon, Chief Justice of Delhi High 
Court, who had been  recommended for the Supreme Court by the Collegium  on 
December 12 . 

¶ The Supreme Court, which has a  new Collegium  that held its first meeting on January 
10,  decided instead to elevate  Justice Dinesh Maheshwari, Chief Justice of Karnataka 
High Co urt,  and Justice Sanjeev Khanna, a judge of Delhi High Court . 

¶ No criteria have been set out by the collegium as to why Khanna  and Maheshwari have been 
elevated, apart from a bland statement that alludes to their òmerit.ó No reasons are given 
for rejecting Meno n and Nandrajog . 

¶ The lack of clarity again shines a spotlight on the  opaque collegium system of 
appointments  in the highe r judiciary . 

  
Body : 
Process of appointment of judge s 
¶ In the  Third Judges Case (1998) ( by a  follow -up Presidentõs Reference to the Cour t),  the 

Supreme Court expanded the Collegium formed in the  first (1981) and second (1993) 
judges cases  to include the  CJI  and the next four (up from two) senior -most judges . 

  
¶ With the  99th constitutional amendment act and NJAC Bill 2014 , National judi cial  

appointment commission was established by the union government to bring  transparency 
and accountability in appointment o f judges . 

  
¶ In  the Fourth Judges Case (2015),  Supreme Court set aside  the 9 9 th  constitutional 

amendment  creating the National Judic ial Appointments Commission. The Supreme Court 
ruled that the amendment was a  threat to judicial independence, an integral part of 
Basic Structure Doctrine.  A majority of judges took pains to point out how much 
the  independence o f the judiciary was guarant eed by the collegium system of 
appointments . 
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The controversies often associated with the collegium system ar e 
¶ Credibility of the SC : 

o Controversial collegium system of judicial appointments undermines the 
independence of judges and raises doubts about the  credibility of the highest court . 

o There is a failure to make an assessment of the personality of the contemnor at the 
time of recommending his name for elevation . 

o Example : The controversy over the proposed elevation of Justice P.D. Dinakaran of 
the Karnat aka High Court to the Supreme Court  by the collegium of the Chief Justice 
and four senior -most judges of the Supreme Court was criticised for overlooking 
apparently suitable judges by the collegium s 

o The judiciary off late has been caught in many such situa t ions of  credibility 
crisis  off lat e. 

¶ The executive has little or no role  in the appointment of judges as a result . 
¶ Supreme court is overburdened : 

o The Supreme Court did not realise the burden it was imposing on the collegium of 
selecting judges for the Sup reme Court and High Courts and tran sferring them from 
one High Court to another . 

o An administrative task of this magnitude must necessarily detract the judges of the 
collegium from their principal judicial work of hearing and deciding cases . 

¶ Lacking this in f rastructural backup  the collegium resorts to ad hoc informal 
consultations with other judges in the Supreme Court who are expected to know the merits 
of a proposed appointee from a High Court or occasionally by sounding a member of the 
Bar . 

o These methods are poor substitutes for a full tim e intensive collection of data about 
an incumbent, his work, standing, merit, integrity and potential which requires to 
be made considerably in advance for filing in the vacancy . 

o This system  overlooks several talented jun ior judges and advocates . 
¶ Besides, the  collegiumõs deliberations are secret, the system is opaque and the choice of 

a judge is only known when his name is forwarded to the Government for formal 
appointment . 

¶ The collegium has necessarily limited its field o f  choice to the senior -most judges 
from the High Court for the appointments to the Supreme Court , overlooking the 
several talented junior judges in the High Courts or members of the bar . 

¶ Skewed representation of socio economic backward classes  like women, scheduled 
castes and tribes in the Supreme Court . 

The collegium system needs reforms : 
¶ The need of the hour is to  revisit the existing system through a transparent and 

participatory procedure , preferably by an independent broad -based constitutional body 
guaranteeing judicial primacy but not judicial exclusivity . 

¶ The new system should  ensure independence, reflect diversity, demonstrate 
professional competence and integrity . 

¶ The system needs to establish a body which is independent and objective in the selecti on 
process. In several countries of  the Commonwealth,  National Judicial Appointment 
Commissions  have been established to select judges. Such judicial commissions have 
worked with success in the U.K., South Africa and Canada . 

¶ Setting up  a constitutional bod y  accommodating the federal concept  of diversity and 
independence of judiciary for appointment of judges to the higher judiciary  can also 
be thought of as an alternate measure . 

¶ There should be a  fixed time limit  for approval of recommendations . 
¶ As of now, instead of selecting the number of judges required against a certain number of 

vacancies, the collegium must provide a panel of possible names to the President for 
appointment in order of preference and other valid criteria . 

¶ New memorandum of procedure : 
o After the Second and Third Judges Cases, a Memorandum of Procedure had been 

formulated to govern how the process of how the Collegium would make 
recommendations to the Executive . 

o The government therefore suggested that a new MOP be drafted and finalised fo r 
appointment of SC judges and the Executive to get a veto over candidates for national 
security reasons in this new MOP . 
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Conclusion : 

¶ Faced with intense public scrutiny and government pressure, the judiciaryõs institutional 
weaknesses are being laid bare.  

¶ These are not simply the moral failings of one individual or the consequences of the 
misjudgement of a few.  

¶ It is another illustration of the institutionõs inability to accept its internal infirmities. 
 

Topic ɀ Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the 

federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein. 

Q) Getting rid of the minimum ed ucation criteria for contesting panchayat polls is 

a welcome decision, es pecially in India which is home to 35% of the worldõs illiterate 

population. Critically analyze.                                                                 (250 words)  
Livemi nt  

Why  this  question  

The article discusses the recent decision of Rajasthan government to do away with educational 
qualification as a criteria for contesting local polls. When this decision came out, there was huge 
debate over the constitutional as well as the functionality of the decision, including a verdict by court 
in rajbala vs state of Haryana 2015. It is expected of aspirants to form a perspective on this issue. 

Key  demand  of  the  question  

Th question expects us to explain the recent decision of the government with regards to minimum 
educational qualification and discuss the pros and cons of the decision including the judicial verdict 
on the issue. Finally we need to provide a fair and balanced opinion and discuss way forward. 

Directive  word  

Critically analyze ς 

Structure  of  the  answer  

Introduction  ς explain about the recent decision of Rajasthan government to do away with 
educational qualification as a criteria for contesting local elections. 

Body  

Highlight the fact that such preconditions have been prescribed by several governments including 
Rajasthan and Haryana. Discuss the rationale behind such legislations. Explain that the idea behind 
such educational qualification criteria, two child policy etc is to ensure that people who come into 
governance are socially and ethically aware of their duties and responsibilities.Explain the verdict of 
SC in rajbala vs state of Haryana India regarding constitutionality of such preconditions. 

Discuss the impact of such judgments ς Highlight that it acts as exclusionary as a sizable section of 
population who are illiterate because of the ineffectiveness of state in imparting education to all are 
being penalized. 

Discuss the cons of having such preconditions. Explain that While the Constitution states the 
eligibility criteria for becoming MLAs and MPs in India in terms of, say, the age of a person, there 
are no required minimum educational qualifications for them or even the ministers. Etc 

Conclusion  ð Give your view on this issue and discuss way forward. 
 
Introduction:  
                Rajasthan government has approved to do away with the minimum education 
qualification r equired to contes t panchayat and urban bodiesõ elections. The education criteria 
was intro duced by the previous government. The criteria was  
¶ To contest the municipal, zila parishad or panchayat samiti polls, a contestant must have 

a minimum qualification o f secondary educa tion (Class X).  
¶ To contest the sarpanch elections, an aspirant from the g eneral category must have passed 

Class VIII and a SC/ST aspira nt must have passed Class V.  
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Body:  
Rationale behind Minimum Education Criteria:  
¶ The Minimum Education C riteria was intro duced in Haryana too in 2015.  
¶ The constitutional validity of decision was  subsequently upheld by Supreme Court 

in  Rajbala vs. State of Haryana  
¶ The SC had ruled that òit is the education which gives a human being the power to 

discriminate between right and wrong, good and badó. 
¶ The uneducated or illiterate can be easily misled b y officials.  
¶ Supporters claim that the criteria will incentivi ze womenõs literacy in rural areas. 
¶ To ensure that people who come into governance are soc ially and ethically aware of th eir 

duties and responsibilities.  
¶ There are other criteria like two -child policy too present in states. About 12 states currently 

have t he policy, Assam being the latest entrant into the list.  
Cons of  Minimum Education Criteria:  
Social:  
¶ The criteria penalis es the people for failure to meet certain social indicators. g.: India whic h 
is home for 35% of Worldõs illiterate population will be at disadvantage.  

¶ The already marginalised sections like Dalits, women will b e excluded.  g.:  The literacy rate 
(Census 2011) for women in Rajasthan is 52% and most of the literate women are in urban  
areas.  

¶ The criteria discriminates on the  lines of religion, c aste and sex , because mostly those 
who are deprived of education are the SCõs, STõs and women. 

¶ The Right to Education bec ame a fundamental right as recent as 2002, thereby putting 
many at disadv antage prior to it.  

¶ Mainstreaming of many sections of people w ill be hindered.  
Political:  
¶ It violates the  right of every citizen to vot e and to contest elections , which forms the 

basi c structure of our constitution.  
¶ There are  no minimum education qualifica tion for MPõs or MLAõs in the Constitution.  
¶ The very essence o f involving people at grass -roots level envisaged in 73 rd  and 

74 th  Consti tutional Amendments will be defeated by excludin g a large chunk of people.  
¶ The Stateõs ineffectiveness in imparting education will bear a brunt on the people now.  
¶ To mandate what make s a person good goes against the spirit of democracy.  

Ethical:  
¶ Honesty, r eliability, ability to connect with people, deal  with crisis are traits of a leader for 

which education is not necessary.  
¶ Experiences has shown that wisdom plays a greater role than e ducation at local governance 

levels.  
¶ As Dr. B.R Ambedkar opined, an illiterate person is not necessarily an unintelligent  person.  

Pros of Minimum Education Criteria:  
¶ The candidates will be bette r aware of the provisions of Constitution and cannot be misled  

by conniving officials or vested interests.  
¶ With education, the sta tes will have to truly devolve the functions that loc al governments 

can take care of by themselves.  
¶ Ministry of Panchayat repo rts have successively highlighted difficulty in training 

unedu cated representatives.  
¶ The issue of òToken Representationó or òPanchayat -Patió system would be eliminated as 

education gi ves a sense of confidence among the marginalised sections.  
¶ The criteria i n itself promote the awareness of importance of education amon g the parents 

which will benefit the generations to come.  
 

Conclusio n:  

¶ The need of the hour is  to implement the ground re forms like adult education, right to free 
and compulsory education better  before implementing such laws.  

¶ There is more imperative need to tackle challenges like criminalization of politics, 
transparent e lectoral funding currently.  
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Q) The policy of reservation has transformed from an affirmative action poli cy to an 

anti poverty measure. Critically examine.                                                (250 words)  
Indianexpress  

Why  this  question  

The recent decision of the government to introduce 10% reservation for economically weaker section 
in general category marks another chapter in the never ending reservation saga and needs to be 
analyzed. 

Key  demand  of  the  question  

The question expects us to discuss the policy of reservation and examine whether the policy has 
transformed from a policy meant to provide a level playing field for those suffering from historical 
discrimination and those who are weaker sections of the society to a policy meant as a dole for those 
sections of society who are are poor and lack jobs. 

Directive  word  

Critically examine ς When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get 
into details, and find out the causes or implications if any . When ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΩ is suffixed or prefixed to 
a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure  of  the  answer  

In troduction  ς Explain about the recent measure to introduce 10% reservation for economically 
weaker section in general category. 

Body  

Explain in detail the measures taken by the government 

¶ Those who have an annual salary of less than у lakh per year and possess less than 5 acres 
of land will be able to avail themselves of reservation in educational institutions and jobs. 

¶ A Constitution Amendment Bill was approved by the Cabinet in this regard. 

¶ The Bill will also cover those from the Muslim, Sikh, Christian, Buddhist and other minority 
communities. 

¶ The quota will be over and above the existing 50% reservation to the Scheduled Castes, the 
Scheduled Tribes and the Other Backward Classes (OBC). 

¶ Examine whether the policy is in contravention to the Indra Sawhney judgement and what 
the judgement says regarding reservation for economically weaker section 

¶ Examine whether the policy has transformed from a policy meant to provide a level playing 
field for those suffering from historical discrimination and those who are weaker sections of 
the society to a policy meant as a dole for those sections of society who are are poor and 
lack jobs. 

Conclusion  ς Give a fair and balanced view and discuss way forward. 
  
Introduction:  
        The President of India has given his assen t to the bill providing  10 % reservation in jobs and 
educational institutions to the economically we aker sections in the general category . The 
legislation will be known as the  Constitution (103 Amendment) Act, 2019  and it shall come into 
force on such date as the Centre notifies.  
        
Body:  
The key measures taken by the government in this act are  
¶ It p rovides reservation for:  
¶ People who have an annual income of less than Rs.8 lakhs.  
¶ People who own less than five acres of farm land.  
¶ People who have a house lesser than 1,000 sq feet in a town.  
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¶ Residential plot below 100 yards in notified municipality.  
¶ Residential plot below 200 yards in non -notified municipality area.  
¶ The Bill will also cover  those from the Muslim, Sikh, Christian, Buddhist and other minority 

communities.  
 

Impacts of  the Act:  
The act is in conflict with many provisions of the 
constitution  as well as Supreme Court judgements.  
  
¶ Legal Scrutiny:  

o The SC has held that in general 
conditions the special provision should 
be less than 50% (M R Balaji and Ors v. 
State of Mysore ). 

o The Supreme Court has ruled multiple 
times against exceeding its  1992 
formula of a maximum of 50% 
reservation  (Indira Sawhney v. Union of 
India).  

o It also defin ed that a backward class 
cannot be determined only and 
exclusively with reference to economic 
criterion.  

o It may be a consideration or basis along 
with, and in addition  to, social 
backwardness, but it can never be the 
sole criterion.  

  
¶ Violation of Basic St ructure Doctrine:  

o The 10% reservation will be in addition 
to the existing cap of 50% reservati on for 
the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes 
and the Other Backward Clas ses, taking 
the  total reservation to 60%.  

o This would leave other candidates with 
just 40%  government jobs or seats, 
amounting to  violation of Articl e 14 
(Right to Equality) , which is a part of 
Basic Structure.  

o In  Kesavananda Bharati (1973),  the 
Supreme Cou rt held that Parliament can 
amend the Constitution but does not 
have power to destroy it ñ no 
amendment can change its òbasic 
structureó. 

o The judgme nt held that constitutional 
amendme nts which offended the basic 
structure of the Constitution would be 
ultra  vires.  

o The 60% reservation will also lead to  òsacrifice of meritó. 
  
¶ Violation of DPSP:  

o The Article 46 , which is a non -justiciable Directive Principle, says that the state 
shall prom ote educational and economic interests of òweaker sectionsó, in particular 
SCs and STs, and protect them from òsocial injusticesó and òall forms of exploitationó. 

o While the 124th Amendment mentions Article  46 in its statement and objects, it 
seems the gove rnment overlooked the fact that  upper castes neither face social 
injustic e nor are subjected to any form of exploitation . 
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o Moreover, the Constitution makes provisi ons for commissions to look into matters 
relating to implementation of  constitutional safeguar ds for Scheduled Castes 
(Article 338), Scheduled Tribes (338A) and Social ly and Educationally Backward 
Classes (339), but has not created any commission for the e conomically 
backward classes.  

  
¶ Against Spi rit of Reservation:  

o Constitution outlines special p rovisions for only four classes ð SCs, STs, Backward 
Classes and Anglo In dians in the Articles 330 -342 under Part 16.  

o The provision is clearly mentioned as reserv ation is explicitly for  ôsocial exclusion 
and discriminationõ. Notably, the òsocially and educationally backward classesó was 
the target group in quotas for OBCs.  

o Thus , the quota for the economically poor among the upper castes has been seen 
essentially as a poverty alleviation move dressed up as re servation . 

o The policy has transformed from a policy  meant to provide a level playing field for 
those suffering from histori cal discrimination and those who are weaker sections of 
the society to a policy meant as a  dole for those sections of society who are  poor and 
lack jobs.  

  
Way forward:  
Spread the bene fits: about Alternative Strategies : 
¶ First strategy  may be to try and spr ead the benefits of reservations as widely as possible 

within the existing framework:  
o Ensu re that individuals use their reserved category status only once in their lifetime.  
o This would  require that anyone using reservations to obtain a benefit such as coll ege 

admission must register his/her Aadhaar number and she would be ineligible to use 
reservations for another benefit ( e.g. a job) in the future.  

o This would require no changes to the basic framework but spread the benefits more 
broadly within the reserved  category allowing a larger number of families to seek 
upward mobility.  

¶ A second strategy  might be to recognise that fut ure economic growth in India is going to 
come from the private s ector and entrepreneurship:  

o In order to ensure that all Indians, regardl ess of caste, class and religion, are able to 
partake in economic growth, we must focus on  basic skills.  

o We have focused  on admission to prestigious colleges and government jobs, but l ittle 
attention is directed to social inequality in the quality of eleme ntary schooling.  

o The IHDS shows that among children aged 8 -11, 68% of the forward caste ch ildren 
can read at Class 1 lev el while the proportion is far lower for OBCs (56%), SCs (45%) 
and STs (40%).  

o This suggests that we need to focus on reducing inequaliti es where they first emerge, 
within primary schools.  

Conclusion:  
        The policy for res ervation despite the constitut ional provisions and Supreme court 
Judgements shows that it is m ore of a poverty alleviation scheme than an affirmative policy. The 
government rather needs to focus on job generation, improving education system and relooking a t 
the existing reservation cri teria so that the benefits reach true beneficiaries.  
 

Q) The  lack of alarm caused by the deni al of local democracy reveals our collective 

bias regarding t he place of local go vernments.. Comment. (250 words)  
The h indu  

Why  this  quest ion  

Despite the constitutional amendments made to empower the local government in India, the 
progress has been tardy and the mechanism has not yet taken its due place. In this context it is 
important to discuss the status of local government in India. 

Dire ctive  word  
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Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon.   

Key  demand  of  the  question.  

The question wants us to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and express our 
opinion as to why the lack of alarm caused by the denial of local democracy reveals our collective 
bias regarding the place of local governments. 

Structure  of  the  answer  

Intro duction ς write a few introductory lines about the constitutional status of local bodies. E.g 
mention the aims of 73rd and 74th amendments of the constitution. 

Body - 

Discuss the problems/ issues in devolving powers to the local governments in India. E.g 

¶ Prescribing various kinds of criteria like educational qualification, presence of a functional 
toilet at home etc.- It restricts a ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ right to contest elections and thereby challenges 
the basic premise of a republican democracy. 

¶ Though local governments now have a definite space within LƴŘƛŀΩǎ constitutional structure, 
they are still seen as administrative vessels for implementing programmes of the Central 
and State governments. 

¶ Not holding elections to local governments. 

¶ In most States, tasks like delimitation of seats are still done by the State government instead 
of the SEC. It is often under the guise of delimitation of seats that local government elections 
are delayed, especially when the party in power fears losses etc. 

Conclusion - based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introduction:  
        The 73 rd , 74 th  constitutional amendment gave c onstitutional status to local self -governments. 
At present India has around 2.5 lakh inst itutions of local self -govern ance with 32 lakh 
representatives. They were created to realize t he objectives of  art icle 40  of the constitution to 
create a truly partici patory democracy.  
The act underscored the òduty on the Centre as well as the States to es tablish and nourish 
the villa ge panchayats so as to make them effective -self -governing institu tions .ó 
  
Body:  
        However, even after 25 years of existence, they h ave failed to be effective instruments of 
governance for following reasons:  
¶ Systemic issu es 

o State finance commissions are not as effective as central finance commission  
o State election  commissions are all eged over issues like delimitation of constituencies.  
o Periodic elections are not held and dissolution of Panchayat before the 

tenure.  Example : Elections to pan chayats and municipalities in Tamil Nadu have 
not been held since 2011. In Vi sakhapatnam, electio ns to its Municipal Corporation 
were last held in 200 7. 

¶ Issues related to  funds, functions and functionaries  
o Devolution of powers as per eleve nth schedule exce pt in few states like Kerala, 

Madhya Pradesh is not satisfactory.  
o Although lo cal governments now have a definite space within Indiaõs constitutional 

structure, they are still seen as  administrative vessels  for implementing 
programmes of th e Central and Sta te governments.  

o The issue of  òToken Representationó or òPanchayat-Patió system  would be 
marginali ses the weaker sections.  

¶ Recent amendments  in state a cts like introduction of the Minimum Education Criteria in 
Haryana and Rajasthan; presenc e of a functional toilet at home. The constitutional validity 
of decision was subsequently uph eld by Supreme Court  in  Rajbala vs. State of Haryana 
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verdict.  It restrict s a citizenõs right to contest elections and thereby challenges the basic 
premise of a re publica n democracy.  

¶ Capacity building of both panchayats and urban local bodies is not proport ional to the 
respons ibilities they are assigned.  

¶ Departmentalization of d evelopment: a lot of government bodies have sidelined local bodies. 
For example, recently  in Har yana, a rural development agency was created to sideline 
panchayats.  

¶ Mani Shankar Aiyya r committee  observed  that  decentralization has led to 
decentralization of  corruption.  

¶ There are criticisms that initiatives like smart city projects affect the au tonomy of urban 
local bodies.  

¶ In urban areas, participation from people in elections as well a s in governance is v ery 
limited.  

  
All the above factors combinedly resul ted in ineffectiveness of local self -governments.  
  
However , there have been lots of pos itives too like improvement in women participation , building 
the foundation for participatory  democracy , utiliza tion of local resources, customization of 
projects to  local needs etc.  
  
Way Forward:  
  
Following steps can be taken to improve the effectiven ess of LSG to realize their true potential.  
¶ Devolution of powers as per eleventh schedule like  in  Kerala and Madhy a Pradesh . 
¶ Reservation for women should be increased from 33 % to 50 % like in Maharashtra and 

Bihar.  
¶ Capacity building of all elect ed represe ntatives especially women.  
¶ Principle of subsidiarity  to be upheld at all levels like recommend ed by  second ARC.  
¶ Property taxation reforms to be introduced to make urba n bodies self -sufficient 

financially.  
¶ Platforms like  mahila gram sabha  need to be encoura ged to help women voice their needs 

and participate in decision making process.  
¶ To implement t he ground reforms li ke adult education, right to free and compulsory 

educ ation better before implementing laws like minimum education criteria.  
  
Conclu sion:  

¶ Local bodies need to be empowered to create greater inclusiveness, participation and women 
empower ment at the grassroo ts level. Integrating institutional reforms in local governance 
with economic reforms was  Gandhijiõs far-sighted vision of ôPoornaSwarajõ. 

¶ The 73rd and 74th Amendments of the Constitution which seek to create an institutional 
framework for ushering in gras s roots democracy through the medium of genuinely sel f-
governing local bodies in both rural and urban areas of the country.  

 

Q) Critically comment on the way the courts have interpreted the Section 124(A) of 

the penal code. Comment on what d o you think the futu re of sedition law in Indi a 

should be  ?   (250 words ) 
Livemint  

Why  this  questio n  

Sedition law is again in news courtesy chargesheet filed against the accused in JNU row. This issue 
needs to be examined in detail and we need to form an opinion on what the future of sedition law 
in the country should be. 

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to explain what section 124A entails and comment on the courts 
interpretation of the same. Thereafter, we need to logically give an argument regarding the future 
of sedition law in the country. 
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Directive  wor d  

Critically comment ς When you are asked to comment, you have to pick main points and give your 
ΨƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΩ on them based on evidences or arguments stemming from your wide reading. Critically 
comment is also forming opinion on main points but in the end you have to provide a fair judgement. 

Structure  of  the  an swe r  

Introduction  ð Highlight why this issue is in news. 

Bod y  

Explain that In india,sedition is 124A of Indian penal code & when person charged under this IPC. 
The offence is punishable with imprisonment for life. 

Court have interpreted 124A of Indian penal code in many cases relate to 124A section: 

¶ Kedar Nath Singh Vs State of Bihar 1962: constitutional bench of supreme court made clear 
that allegedly seditious speech & expression may be punished only if speech is an incitement 
to violence or public disorder. 

¶ Subsequent cases have further clarified the meaning of this phrase. In Indra Das vs State of 
Assam & Arup Bhuyan vs State of Assam, Supreme Court stated that only speech that 
amounts to άƛƴŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ to imminent lawless ŀŎǘƛƻƴέ can be criminalised. 

¶ Balwant Singh v. State of Punjab, Supreme Court overturned the convictions for 
sedition(124A IPC) and Promoting enmity between different groups on grounds of religion, 
race, place of birth, residence, language, etc (153 A IPC). 

¶ Based on the opinion of the court and how the sedition law has been used in the country, 
give your view on the future of sedition law. 

Con clusion  ς Give your view and discuss way forward 
 
Introduc tion : 
The Delhi Police filed a charge sheet against 10 people, including student leaders Kanha iya Kumar, 
Umar Kh alid, and Anirban Bhattacharya, in a sedition case for allegedly raising òanti-national  
slogansó during an event on the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) campus in February 2016 . 
 
Body : 
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ôSeditionõ is an offence incorporated int o the Indi an Penal Code (IP C) in 1870 . Section 124A  of 
the IPC defines sedition and  says: 
¶ whoever by words either spoken or written or by signs or by visible representation  or 

otherwise brings or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, the government es tablished 
by law; o r 

¶ whoever by the above means excites or attempts to excite disaf fection towards the 
government established by law, has committed the offence of sedition . 

The offence is punishable with imprisonment for life . 
Courts have interpreted 124A of Indian penal code in man y cases relate to 124A section : 
¶ Kedar Nath Singh Vs Stat e of Bihar 1962:  constitutional bench of Supreme Court made 

clear that allegedly seditiou s speech & expression may be punished  only if speech is an 
incitement to violence or  public di sorder.  Subsequen t cases have further clarified the 
meaning of this phras e. 

¶ Indra Das vs. State of Assam & Arup Bhuyan vs State of Assam : Supreme Court stated 

tha t  only speech that amounts to òincitement to imminent lawless actionó can be 
crimina lised . 

o Therefore, advocatin g revolution or advocating even violent overthrow of Sta te, does 
not amount to sedition, unless there is incitement to violence & more importantl y, 
incitement is to imminent violence . 

¶ Maneka Gandhi case, 1978:  The Maneka Gandhi judgment wa s a balanced judg ment and 
is one of the best judgments that Indian Suprem e Court has ever given . 

o The judgmentõs importance can be seen today also because the way in which the 
bench construed Article 21  and expanded its horizons has given way for the resolv ing 
of problems l eft unsolved by the Parliament . 

o The SC stated that Criti cizing and drawing general opinion against the Govt. policies 
and decisions within a reas onable limit that does not incite peopl e to rebel is 
consistent with the freedom of speech . 

o The judgment  saved the citizens from unquestionable actions of Executive . 
¶ Balwant Singh v. State of Punjab : In one of most important judgements in this regard, 

Supr eme Court  overturned the convictions for sedition(124A IPC)  and Promoting 
enmity between diffe rent groups on gr ounds of religion, race, place of birth, residence, 
lang uage, etc (153 A IPC) . 

o In this case, accused raised slogans such Khalistan Zindabad, Raj Karega Kha lsa 
(Khalsa will rule) & Hinduan Nun Punjab Chon Kadh Ke Chhadange, Hun Mauka 
Aya Ha i Raj Kayam Karan  Da (Hindus will leave Punjab, we will rule) i.e. a few hours 
after Indira Gandhiõs assassination. 

o Despite the slogans clearly undermining Indian  sovereign ty and government, SC 
acquitted or free from charge or verdict of not guilty the acc used because the slogans 
did not imminently incite violence . 

o Thus,  even a dvocating secession of country or violent overthrow of 
government , does  not attract sedit ion unless  there is imminent incitement to 
violence . 

o ôIncitementõ rather than ôadvocacyõ is the important eleme nt of section 124A . 
 Dark side of Applying Sedition Law : 
¶ Before Independence , this charge was used by the  British to suppress the freedom 

movemen t . 
¶ Ironica lly, the same draconian law has become a tool that the country is now using against 

its own people . 
¶ During colonial period section 124 -A was interpreted by t he privy council in a way to 

suppress  every act that expressed discontent against the gov ernment . 
¶ Many freedom fighters were slapped with these charges for invoking feelings of nation alism 

and educati ng people of India against the policies adopted by the c olonial power . 
¶ Draconian laws such as the Section 124 -A only serve to give a legal veneer  to the re gimeõs 

persecution of voices and movements against oppression by casting them as ant i-national . 
¶ Figur es of the  National Crime Records Bureau  reveal that in t he two years preceding the 

JNU case, there were a total of 77 sedition cases . 
¶ Beyond the high -profi le urban cases, the reach of Section 124 -A has extended even to 

faraway places. An e ntire village in Kudankulam, Tamil Nadu had sedition cases slapped 
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agains t it for resisting a nuclear power project. Adivasis of Jharkhand, resisting 
displacement , topped t he list of those slapped with sedition in 2014 . 

¶ Instead of critically analysing why citizens , be they  in Kashmir or Chhattisgarh or Bhima 
Koregaon, are drive n to dissent, the government is using an  iron -fist policy with the 
sedition law playing a  leading r ole to completely shut out contrarian views . 

Way Forward : 
¶ All speech -related offence s should be made bailable offences; this would lessen the harmful 

impact of using arrest and custody as a way of harassing anyone exercising their rights 
under Ar ticle 19(1 ) (a). The  chilling effect on freedom of speech and expression  must be 
erased . 

¶ Formi ng a committee in volving Government and renowned civil society members wh ile 
deciding cases under section 124 A . 

¶ To limit the discretionary power as much as possi ble through better and comprehensive 
drafting of guidelines . 

¶ The offences should be made non -cognisable so that  there is at least a judicial check on the 
police acting  on the basis of politically motivated complaints . 

¶ In the case of offences under Sections  153A (òpromoting enmity between different groups 
on grounds of religion, race, place of birth , residence, lang uage, etc, and doing acts 
prejudicial to maintenance of harmonyó) and 295A of the Indian Penal Code, it is mandatory 
under Section 196(1) of the Code of Criminal Procedure  to obtain prior sanction of the 
government before taking cogni sance  of the offences . This needs to be extended to the 
offence of sedition un der Section 124A . 

¶ In the case of hate speech, it is important to  raise the burden of proo f on those who claim 
that their sentiments are hurt rather than accept them at face value . 

¶ And  finally, it is c rucial that courts begin to  take action against those wh o bring 
malicious complaints against speech acts . 

Conclusion : 

¶ Dissent is the lifeblood of  democracy . Democracy has no meaning without freedoms and 
sedition as interpreted and app lied by the police and  governments is a negation of it. Hence, 
before the law loses its potency, the Supreme Court, being the protector of the fundamental 
rights of th e citizens has to step in and evaluate the law and may declare Section 124A 
unconstitutio nal i f necessary . 

¶ The word ôseditionõ is thus extremely nuanced, and needs to be applied with caution. It is 
like cannon that ought not be used to shoot a mouse; but t he arsenal also demands 
possession of cannons, mostly as a deterrent, and on occasion for  shoo ting . 

 

Q) Without proper planning, 10% reservation could cause significant strain for 

universities in India. Analyze. (250 words ) 
Reference  

Why  this  questio n  

10% reservation for economically weaker sections has been introduced recently. The decision to not 
let this impact seats in educational institutions is likely to cause strain on them. This question expects 
you to analyze such issues. 

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to discuss the decision of granting reservation to economically weaker 
sections, analyze how it is likely to cause strain on educational institutions and what must be done 
in this regard. 

Directive  wor d  

Analyze ς When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction  ς highlight the recent decision to grant 10% reservation to EWS. 
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Bod y  

¶ Explain that in order to ensure that the reservations ŘƻƴΩǘ impact seats for other categories, 
additional 25% seats to be created in educational institutions. This additional enrolment 
would require universities and colleges to add to infrastructure very quickly ς classrooms, 
teachers, hostels and much more. 

¶ Highlight the issues with Indian universities and how this measure is likely to break their 
already overstretched backs 

¶ Discuss what needs to be done in this regard. 

Conclusion  ð Give your view and discuss way forward. 
  
Introduction : 

¶ The President of India has given his a ssent to the bill providing  10% reservation in jobs 
and educational institutions to the economically weaker sections in th e general 
category . 

¶ The legislation will be known as the  Constitution (103 Am endment) Act, 2019  and it 
shall come into force on such d ate as the Centre notifies . 

                                        
Body : 

¶ The act was passed in a hurry. State governments were not consulted about this move that 
required the Constitution to be amen ded. The Union government wants to  ensure that no 
group i s left out by new quota . 

¶ The government is keen on a roll -out in the forth coming academic session and is framing 
rules for implementation of the quota in private institutions as well. The constitutio nal 
amendment passed by Parliament states the reservation  will be applicable in  aided as well 

as unaided institutions . 
 
There are significant strains on the educational institutes a s 
Universities : 
¶ In order to ensure that the reservations donõt impact seats for other categories,  additional 

25% seats to be created in educational institutions . 
¶ This additional enrolment would r equire universities and colleges to add to infrastructure 

very quickly ð classrooms, teachers, hostels in a short span of time . 
¶ In centr ally funded higher education institutions (HEIs) from the 2019 -20 academic session, 

the  Centre has decided to foot the a dditional financial requirements . 
¶ The paucity of time  and  the amount of money allotted for infrastructure  would be 

debatable if it is po ssible to implement the quota in such a short span . 
¶ A poin t in case was  Punjab Universityõs statement that it would need  about Rs 500 crore 

to implement the new quota . 
Private Institutions : 
¶ The anxiety is even more acute in private institutions, which will  now have to implement 

the quota system that it had ignore d all these years . 
¶ Most colleges have loans to repay and any r estrictions on their ability to charge fees they 

consider appropriate would result in great financial stress . 
¶ Implementing the new quota  is also expected to delay the  process of hiring teachers this 

year . 
State Governments : 
¶ The quota would place an additio nal burden on state governments if they are expected to 

implement it in the 2019 -2020 academic year . 
¶ Most Indians who access higher educ ation attend state -level institutions, which receive 

grant s from the state coffers . 
¶ This does not bode well for state bu dgets, especially in states like Kerala, Maharashtra and 

Tamil Nadu where public higher education institutions are strong . 
Students : 
¶ Lac k of clarity  on payment of fees  in private colleges desp ite gaining an entry through 

EWS quota will be a futile attemp t for the students . 
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Way Forward : 
¶ The problem faced by children and young people of Socially Advanced Castes who are 

genuinely poor is th at they are not able to afford education to the fuller l evel for want of 
financial capacity . 

¶ The Union government should lead by example  by starting  new,  good -quality 
universities  instead of adding burden on the existing ones . 

¶ A one -time fund can be grante d to states  for expanding the educational infrastructure . 
¶ This problem has to be resolved and can be resolved by having a  comprehensive scheme 

of scholar ships and educational loans  through direct benefit transfer . 
¶ Roping in  CSR funds of Corporates, NGOs, C SOs for help in infrastructure funding . 
¶ A robust system must be put in place  to weed out the ghost beneficiaries  of such quota 

which adds to fiscal strai n. 
  
Conclusion : 
        The Reservation Act will definitely be a boon to many poor students. However, there should 
be a deliberated, well -thought out roadmap for the implementation, barring which the amendment 
itself would be a futile effort . 
 

Topic: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies 

Q) The 2014 NGT ban on rat hole mining in Meghalaya has only accentuated the 

problem. Critically analyze .(250 words ) 
Downtoearth  

Why  this  questio n  

The recent disasters involving rat hole mining in Meghalaya has brought the focus on rat hole mining 
in the state. The NGT order on rat hole mining, it appeared, had dealt with the problem conclusively. 
However, the recent disasters have shown that the problem persists. Hence this question. 

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to discuss the pros and cons of NGT decision on banning rat hole mining and 
discuss the way forward for ensuring that a fair and practical solution is devised. 

Directive  wor d  

Critically analyze ς When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΩ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad 
of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction  ς Explain about the 2014 order banning rat hole mining. 

Bod y  

Discuss the impact of the ban. Highlight that while it was thought that the ban had succeeded in 
tackling the problem of rat hole mining, the recent incidents have shown that the problem continues. 

Discuss how the ban has magnified the problem 

¶ Blueprints of mines are not available which hampered rescue operations in the current 
disaster 

¶ rat-hole mining has to be regulated and not banned as it will impact the livelihood of many 
people. Moreover the current legal limbo is only benefiting the rich etc 

Discuss what needs to be done to effectively deal with the situation. Evaluate whether ban is the 
way forward or regulations are required 

Conclusion  ς Give your view and discuss the way forward. 
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Introduction : 
                The National Green Tribunal (NGT)  banned  rat -hole mining in  2014 , and  retained  the 
ban in  2015 , on grounds of it being ôun scientific and unsafeõ for workers. The  verdict was 
upheld by Supreme Court  too . 
                The collapse of a coal m ine in  Meghalayaõs East Jaintia Hills, trapping at least 1 5 
workers who are still missing and are feared dead, has thrown the spotlight  on rat -hole miningõs 
continuance, despite the ban . 
 
Body : 
 
The impact of the ban : 
¶ The NGT order banned  not only rat -hole  mining but all òunscientific and illegal 
miningó. 

¶ The court  placed much emphasis on a  report of  O P Singh , professor of environmental 
stud ies of North Eastern Hills University of Shillong that explained the  grave 
environmental concerns and health concerns . 

¶ Rat -hole mining, which started with gusto in the 1980s, ha s poisoned three rivers in the 
Jaintia hills: the  Myntdu, Lunar and Lukha.  These rivers have very high acidic levels . 

¶ It also took into consideration the  dignity of the mine workers especially chi ldren  who 
were employed . 

It was thought that the ban had suc ceeded in tackling the problem of rat hole min ing, the recent 
incidents have sh own that the problem continues. The  ban has accentuated the problems  to a 
higher level. This is due to various reason s lik e 
 
Loopholes in the law : 
¶ The ban has been rendered meani ngless by the Supreme court -sanctioned permiss ion to 
transport òalready-minedó coal till January 2019. Mine owners have used this loophole to 
continue mining operations illegally . 

¶ Meghalaya comes  under the  6 th  Schedule of Constitution . The provisions allow  for 
community ownership of land and autonomy over its use. However they are ta ken over by 
private players and tribals are left helpless . 

Lack of Political and Executive will : 
¶ The unholy nexus of  Politicians and Contractors: About 33% of political candidat es have 

stakes in coal mining and transport co mpanies, thus lobbying against th e ban order . 
¶ A committee (headed by Retired Justice B.P. Katoki)  appointed by the National Green 

Tribunal (NGT) has blamed  poor implementation of NGT order by executive . 
¶ The com mittee revealed that the state government shockingly has  no records  about the 

rat -hole mines, number of workers involved and any other data relating to death or injuries 
to the workers . 

¶ Blueprint s of mines are not available  which has hampered rescue  operat ions in the 
current disaster . 

Lack of Alternate Sources of Livelihood : 
¶ It takes  long to locate the quarry  as local people were scared to divulge information, 

fearing a backlash from mine owners a nd lose their livelihood . 
¶ It gives quick money for day -to-day  survival . 
¶ It is  a cheap method for the mine owners  to extract coal and presenc e of abundance of 

Migrant labour . 
¶ The ban has led to  secrecy  which hampers rescue process during cases of emergency . 

Way Forward : 
¶ The Supreme Court must rectify this situation b y banning transport of all coal, or by lifting 

the ban but enforcing regulation  to make the mining non -polluting and safe . 
¶ The State mining policy should include ways of alternative towards Ratho le mining . 
¶ Rat -hole mining has to be  regulated and not banned  as it will impact the livelihood of 

many people . 
¶ The Schedule VI provisions  mu st be implemented in true letter and spirit by granting 

community ownership rights. Involvement of Autonomous Distri ct and Regiona l Councils 
to further implement the orders is n eeded. 

¶ Alternative employment or economic engagement  for the coal mine owners a nd 
labourers must be provided.  g.:  MGNREGA . 
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¶ Strict implementation of Child labour prevention laws and Right to Educa tion Act  for 
the children involved in mining . 

¶ Use of  Satellit e imagery and drone technology  to find the locations of illegal mines as 
suggested by  BP Katoki committee . 

¶ Using experts like Geologists to  evaluate the stability and prepare maps for the tunnels . 
¶ Adopting eco -friendly and global best practices to reduce t he risks . 
¶ Involvement of  Social Activists, NGOõs and Local community and educat ion of the people 

about safety and security needed during rat -hole mining . 
Conclusion : 

¶ The road ahead is to restore the environmen tally degraded areas and rehabilitate exploited  
labour force . 

 

Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of 

their design and implementation. 

Q) In its present form the  Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Ma rriage) Bill, 

2018 is very problematic and does little towards gender justice. Analyze.  (250 words)  
Epw  

Structu re  of  the  answer  

Introduction ς write a few introductory lines about the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on 
Marriage) Bill, 2018. E.g mention that the bill has been passed by the LS and is currently in RS; briefly 
mention the aims of the bill. 

Bod y- 

Discuss the problems associated with the provisions of the bill and how it does little towards the 
stated aim of ensuring gender justice. E.g 

¶ Since marriage is a civil contract, violation of this contract demands civil action, but the bill 
makes it a cognisable non-bailable offence. 

¶ As the majority judgment has set aside the practice of triple talaq and pronounced it to be 
unconstitutional and/or un-Islamic, the bill serves no purpose of further criminalising the 
practice of triple talaq. 

¶ The bill, which prescribes up to three ȅŜŀǊǎΩ imprisonment, is silent on the provision of 
sustenance for the affected woman and her family. 

¶ The bill under discussion criminalises triple talaq by a Muslim man, but there is no 
corresponding penal provision for a non-Muslim man abandoning his wife. This goes against 
the universal principle of equality before law and is, hence, unfair towards non-Muslim 
women etc. 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
E.g need for a proper debate and involvement of all stakeholders in the process. 

  
Introduction:  
        The Supreme Courtõs judgment in the Shayara Bano case  held that the practice of talaq -e-
biddat (or triple talaq)  unconstitutional . This was hailed as a step towards the  emanci pation of 
Muslim women and a win in the w ar against institutional remnants of gender inequality.  
After the judgement, government passed  Muslim protec tion Bill also known as, Triple Talaq 
Bill  in Lok Sabha but there have been cri ticism about the lega l and p rocedural aspects of the bill.  
        
Body:  
The Bill makes all declaration of talaq, including in written or electronic form, to be void (i.e. not 
enforceable in law) and illegal. The Bill makes declaration of talaq a cognizabl e offence, attracting  
up to three yearsõ imprisonment with a fine. 
  
The bill has run into issues due to few clauses added in the bill.  
  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/07/3-in-its-present-form-the-muslim-women-protection-of-rights-on-marriage-bill-2018-is-very-problematic-and-does-little-towards-gender-justice-analyze-250-words/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/07/3-in-its-present-form-the-muslim-women-protection-of-rights-on-marriage-bill-2018-is-very-problematic-and-does-little-towards-gender-justice-analyze-250-words/
https://www.epw.in/journal/2019/1/editorials/ndas-idea-gender-justice.html


 

www.insightsonindia.com  43 www.insightsias.com  

SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 

Problematic:  
¶ Marriage is a civil contra ct, violation of this contract demands civil action, but the bill makes 

it a co gnisable non -bailable  offenc e. Accused Muslim husband pronouncing tri ple talaq 
is criminally culpable.  

¶ It negates the Supreme Court ruling by unwittingly favouring a sense of me dieval view that 
the pronouncement of talaq -e-biddat breaks the marriage, and, therefore, needs to 
criminal ised.  

¶ The pronouncement of talaq -e-biddat  cannot be brought under the definition of emotional 
abuse mentioned in Section 3 of the Protection of Women  from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 
(PWDVA). This view is as legally untenable.  

¶ That part of the Bill which re -declares triple talaq to be illegal and  void is largely surplus 
since the apex court has already done so under articles 141 and 142.  

¶ No country has criminalised triple talaq . It has been made illegal and void. For instance, 
in Algeria, talaq pronounced ou tside court is not considered legal.  

¶ The most significant ground on which the triple talaq Bill fails the test of constitutionality 
is found in Artic le 21 which states that no person shall be deprived of his life or personal 
lib erty except acc ording to pro cedure established by law.  

¶ Bill also con stitutes  unwarranted punitive deprivation of personal liberty of Article 19, 
especially clauses 19(1)d and 19 (1)g . Thus, if a man is unjustifiably jailed under the 
proposed law even for a few weeks, he w ill be denied  of these rights for that period.  

  
Does  little towards Gender Justice:  
  
¶ The bill, which prescribes up to three yearsõ imprisonment, is silent on the provision of 

sustenance for the affected woman and her family.  
¶ The Bill does not provide the  victimised w oman any additional benefits in terms of  her rights 

in marriage and divorce which were already promised under CrPC and PWDVA.  
¶ The Bill does not add a nything new to the already existing maintenance responsibilities of 

the husband  covered under various Acts.  
¶ The bill under discussion criminalises triple talaq by a Muslim man, but there is no 

corresponding penal provision for a non -Muslim man abandoning h is wife.  This goes 
against the universal principle of equality before law  and i s, hence, unfai r towards non -
Muslim women.  

¶ Furthermore, since the pr esent Bill says that triple talaq is cognizable and non -
bailable,  married Muslim man  become vulnerable target  as policemen   can arrest and 
investigate the accused with or without the compl aint from wife or any other person.  

  
Procedural Issues:  
¶ The governm entõs refusal to send the bill to a parliamentary select committee, for example, 

goes against the democratic spirit of deliberation and involvement of all stakeholders in 
such a legislatio n.  

¶ It would be difficult for  a woman to prove that the man has given  her triple talaq in one 
sitting.  

¶ Divorce is not a crime.  Not fulfilling monetary responsibilities as the law  obligates of 
divorced wife and children or dependents, in case they are unable  to maintain th emselves 
is c onsidered as an offence only after due p rocess of law. The fact is there are existing laws 
that have already covered the issue.  

Way Forward:  
¶ Instead of criminalisation, the pronouncement of triple talaq could have been defined a s 

infliction of domestic vio lence and brought under the purview of  t he domestic violence 
law of 2005 . 

¶ This could have opened up ways to address the problem of married womenõs abandonment 
which is prevalent across religions.  

¶ Civil character of children cust ody and allowance of marital  law must be preserved.  
¶ Government needs  to get the bill scrutinized by parliamentary select committee, consult 

multiple stakeholders and then pass t he bill.  
¶ Law Commission Consultation Paper on ôReform of Family Lawõ : The Comm ission says 

the best way for ward may be to  preserve the diversity of  personal laws, but at the same 
time, ensure that personal laws do not contradict fundamental rights guarante ed 
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under the constitution of India . In order to achieve this, it i s desirable  t hat all personal 
laws relati ng to matters of family must first be co dified to the greatest extent 

possible, and the inequalities that have crept into codified law, these should be 
remedied by amendment . 

 

Q) Explain the provisions of fugitive economic offe nders act, 2018 and critically 

examine its impact  ?                                                                              (250 words)  
The hindu  
prsindia  

Why  this  question  

Vijay Mallya is the first person to be declared a fugitive economic offender and thus we need to be 
aware of this development as well as the law behind it and ƛǘΩǎ impact. 

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to first explain the key provisions of the bill and thereafter bring out why the 
Bill is significant and what will be ƛǘΩǎ likely impact. 

Directive  word  

Critically Examine -When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get 
into details, and find out the causes or implications if any . When ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΩ is suffixed or prefixed to 
a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure  of  the  answer  

Intr oduction  ς Highlight that Vijay Mallya is the first person to be declared a fugitive economic 
offender. 

Body  

Discuss the key provisions of the Bill 

¶ applicable in cases where value exceeds 1000cr, 

¶ gives power for confiscation of property irrespective of whether the proceeds are on account 
of crime or not, 

¶ prohibits fugitives from pursuing civil cases in India 

¶ provides for confiscation of benami properties. 

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) will be the apex agency to implement the law etc 

Highlight that off late a number of economic offenders such as Nirav modi, Vijay Mallya etc who 
were supposed to face trial have escaped the clutches of law and this law is an attempt to bring 
them to book. The bill has been brought because existing civil and criminal provisions in law are 
inadequate to deal with the severity of the problems. The bill provides teeth to the powers enjoyed 
by law enforcement agencies to book such culprits. 

Also highlight the cons of the law 

¶ Under the Bill, any court or tribunal may bar an FEO or an associated company from filing 
or defending civil claims before it.  Barring these persons from filing or defending civil claims 
may violate Article 21 of the Constitution i.e. the right to life. Article 21 has been interpreted 
to include the right to access justice 

¶ The Bill does not require the authorities to obtain a search warrant or ensure the presence 
of witnesses before a search.  This differs from other laws, such as the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (CrPC), 1973, which contain such safeguards. These safeguards protect against 
harassment and planting of evidence. 

Conclusion  ς give your view on the need of this law and discuss way forward. 
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Intro duction:  
        Economic offences are on the rise with  many scams surfacing re cently. The Government 
enacted the fugitive economic offendersõ law in August 2018. Vijay Mallya became the first Indian 
to be declared a fugitive economic offender under the pr ovisions of law. The decision comes against 
an applicat ion by the  Enforcement D irectorate before the specia l Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PM LA) court  to classify Mallya as a fugitive economic offender.  
                        
Body:  
        The key p rovisions of the Act are  
  
¶ The Act allows for a person to be declared as a fugi tive economic offender (FEO)  if: (i) an 

arrest warrant has been issu ed against him for any specified offences where the value 
involved is  over Rs 100 crore,  and (ii) he has left  the country and refuses to return to face 
prosecution.  

¶ The Act makes provision s for a Court, ôSpecial Courtõ under the Prevention of Money-
launder ing Act, 2002. A Director, appointed by the central government, will have to file an 
application to a Special  Court.  

¶ The Act allows authorities to provisionally attach properties of an acc used, while the 
application is pending before the Special Court.  

¶ Upon declaration as an FEO, properties including benami properties of a person may be 
confiscated and vested in the central government, free of encumb rances (rights and claims 
in the property ). 

¶ The FEO or any company as sociated with him may be barred from fil ing or defending civil 
claims.  

  
There have been several instances of economic offenders fleeing the jurisdic tion of Indian courts. 
Vijay Mallya fl ed the country to avoid being arrested fo r economic fraud, recent Nir av Modi ðPNB 
fraud. The  existing civil an d criminal provisions  in law are not entirely adequate to deal with 
the severity of the problem. The Act come s as an effective, expeditious and con stitutionally 
permissible deterrent again st fugitive economic offende rs. It also helps banks and other financ ial 
institutions to achieve higher recovery from financial defaults. The act provides teeth to the powers 
enj oyed by law enforcement agencies to bo ok such culprits.  
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Some cons of the law : 
¶ Against Right to Life:  Any  court or tribunal may bar an FEO or a n associated company 

from filing or defending civil claims before it. Barring these persons from filing or defe nding 
civil claims  may violate Article 21  of the Constitution i.e. the right to  life. Article 21 has 
been i nterpreted to include the right to acc ess justice.  

  
¶ Higher Threshold:  The threshold level of Rs 100 Cr will let many offenders with lower 

credits go  scot free. This is also agains t  Right to Equality.  
  
¶ Possibilities of Witch -hu nt:  The Bill does not requir e the authorities to obtain a search 

warrant or ensure the presence of witnesses before a search. This differs from other laws, 
such as the Code of C riminal Procedure (CrPC), 1973,  which contain such safeguards. 
These safeguards  protect against harassment and planting of evidence.  

  

¶ Procedural  Delays:  Proceedings for forfeiture of property have been marked by 
shortcomings and procedural delays. Disposa l of confiscated assets has not  been easy, 
especially at a price sufficient to recoup losses or pay off all  creditors. The uncertainty of 
deterre nce due to threat of confiscation of property looms large.  

o Example: A case in point is Saharaõs Amby Valley, which despite efforts by Bombay 
high courtõs official liquidator has been unable to find suitable buyers for almost a 
year.  

  
¶ Legal challenges:  The confiscation is not limited to the proceeds of crime. It further extends 

to any asset owned by an offender, in cluding benami property. Such c lauses are liable for 
legal challenge, especiall y if there are third party i nterests and doubts about real ownersh ip.  

  
Way Forward:  
¶ To avoid failed attempts at sale the bill should provide for time limits for disposal and 

encashment of property, separate limits for movable -immovable property and runnin g 
business. Any property whi ch would be subject to valuation loss over a period of time must 
be disposed of quickly.  

¶ To further strengthen it, the bill should separately provide  for dealing with siphoning off of 
funds, round -tripping, and employing any sch eme or edifice to cause loss . 

¶ India has presented a nine -point pro gramme to take action against fugitive economic 
offenders at the ongoing G20 Summit in Argentina.  

 

Q) Irrespective of its fate in the Upper Ho use, the pr oposed citizenship amendment 

Bill has polarised the Northeast. Critically exami ne.                               (250 words)  
Indianexpress  

Why  this  question  

Since Lok Sabha has passed the citizenship amendment Bill, the Bill has caused issues in North East 
and ignited a debate. Such debate has to understood in depth. 

Key  demand  of  the  question  

The question expects us to discuss the details of the Bill, examine the reasons why it is leading to 
issues in North East, discuss other issues in the Bill and thereafter provide the way forward. 

Directive  word  

Critically examine ς When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get 
into details, and find out the causes or implications if any . When ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΩ is suffixed or prefixed to 
a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure  of  t he  answer  

Introduction  ς In your introduction, highlight that lok sabha has recently passed the bill and 
highlight the issues it has created in North East. 
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Body  

Explain about the Bill ς The Bill paves the way to grant citizenship to six religious minorities τ 
Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, Parsis, Christians and Buddhists τ from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh 
who came to India before 2014. 

Discuss why it is leading to issues in North east 

¶ there has been a strong resistance to the Bill (especially in Assam) as it would pave the way 
for giving citizenship, mostly to illegal Hindu migrants from Bangladesh, in Assam who came 
after March 1971, in violation of the Assam Accord of 1985. 

¶ There are an estimated 20 million illegal Bangladeshi migrants in Assam and they have 
inalienably altered the demography of the state, besides putting a severe strain on the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ resources and economy. 

¶ The people of Assam τ which has historically had the highest migration from what is now 
Bangladesh τ see the bill as an unconstitutional attempt to undermine the current NRC 
process, and grant Indian citizenship to a large number of people who would otherwise be 
ineligible. 

Discuss the key issues in the Bill 

¶ makes illegal migrants eligible for citizenship based on their religion and clearly violates 
Article 14 of the Constitution. 

¶ The bill clearly violates the Assam Accord. 

¶ The bill has potentially interesting implications for asymmetric federalism. 

Conclusion  ς Give a fair and balanced view and discuss way forward. 
  
Introduction:  
        The Cit izenship Amendment Bill 2016 seeks to allow illegal migrants from certain minor ity 
communities in Afghanist an, Bangladesh and Pakistan eligible for Indian citizenship. In other 
words, it amends the Citizenship Act of 1955. The Bill was recently passed in t he LokSabha. 
Nagaland, along with other north -eastern States, has witnessed sev eral protests following the 
passage of the Bill in the Lok Sabha.  
                                        
Body:  
  
        The key features of the bi ll are:  
¶ Definition of Illegal  migrants:  

o The Citizenship Act, 1955 prohibits illegal migrants from acquiring Indian 
citizenship.  

o The Bill  amends the act to provide that the f ollowing minority groups will not be 
treated as illegal migrants:  Hindus, Jains, Si khs, Parsis, Christians and 
Buddhists  ñ from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh who came to India before 
2014  

¶ Citizenship by naturalis ation:  
o Under Citizenship Act, 1955, o ne of the requirements for citizenship by 

naturalisation is that the applicant must  have resided in India for 12  of the 15 years 
preceding the date of application.  

o It appeals for the minimum years of residency in India to apply for citizenship to be 
lessen ed from at least 11 to six years for such migrants.  

¶ Cancellation of registration of  OCI cardholder:  
o The Bill pro vides that the registration of Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholders 

may be cancelled if they violate  any law.  
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The proposed legislati on has polarised the Northeast and triggered a process of social and political 
realign ment. Most disquietingly, it threatens to expose the faultlines that had led to the  rise of 
sub -nationalist politics  in the region in th e 1980s.The bill is leading to fol lowing issues in North 
east:  
¶ The Citizenship Amendment Bill has not been sitting well with the Assamese as 

it  contr adicts the Assam Accord of 1985 , which clearly states that illegal migrants 
heading in from Bangladesh afte r March 25, 1971, would be deporte d. 

¶ There are an estimated  20 million illegal Bangladeshi migrants in Assam  and they ha ve 
inalienably  altered the de mography  of the state, besides putting a severe strain on the 
stateõs resources and economy.  

¶ Mizoram fears  Buddhist Chakmas and Hindu Hajongs  from Bangladesh  may take 
advantage of the Act.  

¶ Meghalaya and Nagaland are  apprehensiv e of migrants of Bengali stoc k . 
¶ Groups in Arunachal Pradesh fear the new rules may benefit  Chakmas and Tibet ans . 

¶ Manipur wants the  Inner -line Permit System  to stop outsid ers from entering the state.  
  
The other key issues in the bill are:  
¶ The bill seeks to facilitate granting of India n citizenship for  non -Muslim migrants  from 

Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan . This clearly  violates Arti cle 14  of our constitution.  
¶ Articl e 14  guarantees equality to all persons, citizens and foreigners, differentiat ing 

between people on the grounds of religion would be in  violation of the constitution . 
¶ The bill has potentially in teresting implications for  asymmetric federalism.  
¶ The proposed  law violates Indiaõs long -standing refugee policy . Although India does not 

have a codified refugee policy, the bas ic tenants of the scheme were listed by Jawaharlal 
Nehru during the Tibetan ref ugee crisis.  

¶ One of the prim ary conditions given then was that  refugees would have to return to their 
homeland once normalcy prevailed. The proposed law not only provides citize nship rights 
to such refugees, but greatly relaxes the procedure to avail of th em. 

¶ From reducing the regist ration fees to Rs 100 from Rs 3000  to delegating the authority from 
the Union government to district magistrate for speedy processing of applications , the 
proposed law serves citizenship to illegal immigrants on a platter.  

¶ The B ill provides wide discretion  to the government to cancel OCI r egistrations for both 
major offences like murder, as well as minor offences li ke parking in a no -parking zone or 
ju mping a red light.  

¶ Notwithstanding the tampering of domestic law with religious  markers, the proposed Bill,  if 
passed, will put our  internati onal relations in jeopardy . The Bill will stamp these 
countries as institution s of religious oppression and worsen bilateral ties in an already 
skewed regional socio -political atmosphere.  

¶ The ne w law will also act as a pus h to the movement of Indiaõs citizenship policy on  jus soli 

to the racially manifested jus sanguine principle , something which was actively avoided 
by our constitution makers.  

  
The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill also fails on the  tenets of international ref ugee law . Although 
India is  not a signatory to the 1951 UN Refugee Convention , granting refuge based on 
humanita rian considerations is arguably a nor m of customary international law. There are two 
fallacies with the proposed law  in this regard:  
  
¶ First, th e Bill terms  minority religious pe ople as migrants , when they are not migrants 

but  refugees . The word migration refers to the voluntary movement of p eople, primarily for 
better economic prospects. In contrast,  refugee is an invo luntary act of forced 
moveme nt . The concerns of refugees are h uman rights and safety, not economic advantage. 
The purpose and intention of t he Bill, as stated by the home minist er, is to provide shelter 
to vulnerable, religiously persecuted people whose fu ndamental human rights are a t risk. 
The correct terminology is  important because the laws and policies for migrants and 
refugees are entirel y different.  

¶ Second,  shelter to indiv iduals of a select religion defeats not only the intention but 
also the rationa lity of refugee policy . If t he motive of the government is to protect 
religiously persecuted people in the neighbourhood, the question of wh y they are ignoring 
the Muslim commun ity is inevitable.  
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Conclusion:  

¶ There is no harm in accommodating religiously p ersecuted people in the coun try. 
However,  Indiaõs ôlaw of returnõ should be looked at with suspicion, for it severely 
undermines the otherwise secular socio -legal framework of o ur nation.  

¶ While religious persecution is a reasonable principle for differenti ation, it cannot be 
articula ted in a manner that  dilutes the r epublican and secular foundations of 
citizenship in India, and goes aga inst constitutional morality.  

 

Q) The success of Swachh Bharat mission  lies in the  behavioural change it has 

managed to bring, more than anything else. Criticall y analyze.               (25 0 words)  
Indianexpress  

Why  this  question  

The article discusses the impact of swachh Bharat mission in terms of numbers and the behavioural 
impact that it has managed to create. As we move into the fifth and final year of swachh Bharat 
mission, an assessment of the programme and its successes is important. 

Key  demand  of  the  ques tion  

The question expects us to critically analyze whether the most important success of swachh Bharat 
mission lies in the behavioural change that it has led to or other things. Thus we have to give the 
numbers in terms of toilets having been constructed under SBM rural and urban, the number of 
villages which have attained ODF status, and the behavioural change that it has brought about. In 
the end your opinion is required on what the mission has achieved. 

Directive  word  

Critically analyze ς When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΩ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad 
of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure  of  t he  answer  

Introduction  ς Give a brief introduction to the swachh bharat mission. 

Body  

Discuss the objectives of swachh Bharat and what it has managed to achieve so far in terms of 
numbers. No of toilets constructed, no of villages declared ODF etc 

Discuss the achievements under the scheme 

¶ Since October 2014, 91.5 million toilets have been constructed and 154.3 million rural 
households have toilets now. Goa and Odisha, however still lag behind. Barring these two 
states, IHHL (individual household latrine application) coverage in all states is in excess of 
95 per cent (Telangana is marginally less). By October 2019, coverage should be universal. 

¶ simple on-ground verification of numbers uploaded on the MDWS website in a few areas 
found that many of the toilets claimed may not actually exist on the ground. This was 
revealed when organizations working in those areas went to provide the communities where 
such toilets were built information on post-construction usage and instead found the toilets 
missing. This raises questions on the efficacy of the {.aΩǎ monitoring systems. Also a lot of 
money has been spent on building of toilets without an indication, at least until now, of toilet 
usage. 

Discuss the achievements with respect to creating awareness with regards to sanitation and the role 
of swachhrahis 

¶ programme has achieved success in area of raising awareness about sanitation. Any 
cleanliness initiative will not achieve its objective without ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ participation. To that 
extent SBM surely deserves a credit. Other important initiatives include Bal Swatchata 
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mission that was launched to inculcate cleanliness values and personal hygiene amongst 
children. This would go a long way in 

Also discuss the positive impact of the scheme on sections of society such as manual scavengers etc 

Conclusion  ς Give your view and discuss way forward. 
  
Introduction:  
Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) is p erhaps the largest behaviour change campaign ever, aims to 
make India a clean n ation. The mission will cove r all rural and urban areas. The W orld Health 
Organization (WHO) believes that SBM could prevent about 300,000 deaths d ue to water borne 
diseases ass uming we achieve 100 per cent coverage by October 2019.  
        
Body:  
Achieve ments of SBM so far:  
¶ Five hu ndred and eighty four 

districts, 5, 840 blocks, 
244,687 gram panchayats and 
541,433 villages are open 
defecation free (ODF).  

¶ As of September 2018, the  
sanitation coverage of India is 
upwards of 93 per cent and 
over 465,000 villag es have 
been declared ODF.  

¶ Towards the end of 2017, an 
independ ent verification 
agency (IVA) conducted 
the  National Annual Rural 
Sanitation Survey (NARSS) , 
and found that 93.4 p er cent 
people who had toilets, used 
them regularly. NARSS also re - confirmed t he ODF status of 95.6 per ce nt of the villages 
that had been ve rified ODF by the state governments.  

¶ Since October 2014, 91.5 mill ion toilets have been constructed and 154.3 mill ion rural 
households have toilets now.  

¶ IHHL (individual household latrine appli cation) coverage in all stat es is in excess of 95 per 
cent, exc ept Goa and Odisha.  

¶ Over the last four years, a cadre of  500,000 s wachhagrahis  has been created who have 
triggered  lakhs of villages to become ODF.  

¶ The foot -soldiers have helped in  geo-tagging toilets, verifying household  behaviour, 
converting old toilets and retro -fitting them, engaging in other forms of cleanliness.  

¶ Bal Swatchata mission that was launched to inculca te cleanliness values and personal 
hygiene amongst children. This would go a lo ng way in  

  
However, some la cunaes are still present.  
¶ States li ke Odisha, Goa, Tripura,Telangana are still lacking in IHHL (indiv idual household 

latrine application) coverage.  
¶ Simple on -ground verification of numbers uploaded on the MDWS website in a few a reas 

found that many of the toilets claimed may not actually ex ist on the ground. This was 
revealed when organizations working in  those areas went to provide the communities whe re 
such toilets were built information on post -construction usage and instead f ound the toilets 
missing. Th is raises questions on the efficacy  of the SBMõs monitoring systems. 

¶ Treatment of Faecal Sludge, qual ity and maintenance of toilets built are very po or. Adoption 
of twin -pit toilets in rural areas is still inadequate.  

¶ City drain s are still cleaned by manua l scavengers leading to violation o f rule of law and 
death of many scavengers.  
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Way Forward:  
¶ Governm ental Initiatives of Swachhata Pakwada Campaigns  should be promoted to raise 

awareness of sanitation and hygiene. Adequate Budg etary Allocation should be g iven to 
construct twin -pit toilet s at villages, public toilets etc.  

¶ Teach them young:  Children must b e taught the importance of Sanitation and hygien e. 
Initiatives like Bal Swachhata Mission, Swachh Vidyalaya Abhiyan are pushing  forward the 
objective.  

¶ Comp etition raising initiatives like Swachha Survekshan Abhiyan will help in boosting the 
spirit of citie s and towns to improve the ODF status.  

¶ In places  of water scarcity, trains etc. use of bio -toilets can be promoted.  
¶ Technology like mini -jetting machines, robots to clean the clogged pits as done in 

Hyderabad and Trivandrum should be emulated in other places to curb manual scavenging.  
¶ Swachhata Doots, N GOs and CSOs must be involved at the grassroots level to achieve 100% 

ODF by Oc tober 2 nd , 2019.  
Conclusion:  
        The success of the Swach h Bharat Mission is linked to the participation of the people. I t 
depends on people changing their attitudes towards  cleanliness, building and using toilets, and 
maintaining personal hygiene amon g other things. This means c reating a ôbehavioural changeõ in 
an individual is critical to help break old habits and norms.  
  
Case Study of Behavioural Changes : 
¶ Patakpur village  in Unnao, UttarPradesh:  
¶ A technique of behavioural change called  community led  total sanitation (CLTS)  came in 

handy. World Vision India, a  non-profit organisation, began working in the district to raise 
awareness.  

¶ The technique helps shift the focus just  acquiring the sanitation hardware to creation of open -
defecation free villages . The onus of ensuring that all families have household toile ts rests 
with the community. It integrates hygiene and heal th, keeping the communityõs ownership 
sustained.  

¶ They use d rangoli (colored powder) to draw a map of our village to explain how the faec es 
gets into our water sourc es, contaminating it. It took a w hile, but they were eventually 
convinced that their homes w ouldnõt become impure with toilets. Rather, not having one would 
make the village dirty and impure.  

¶ Indoreõs ôRoko And Tokoõ Push To Stop Open Defecation:  
¶ Under thi s unique initiative take up by In doreõs civic body, ôdibba gangsõ have been created 
to ôroko aur tokoõ those who defecate in the open. These ôgangsõ, mostly made up of 
schoolchildren, have taken to spreading the message by beati ng metal boxes loudly whenev er 
they come across anyone defeca ting in the open.  

¶ The ôgang membersõ can also impose a fine of 100 on anyone found defecating or urinating 
in the o pen. This initiative is successful since it involves members of the very community it is 
seeking to change.  

 

Q) While the Good Samaritan law is a step in the right direction, at the same time 

there needs to be more awareness around the s ubject. Discuss. (250 words)  
Livemint  

Why  this  question  

The article delves deep into the need for a good Samaritan law, the issues involved in its 
implementation and what needs to be done. With Karnataka becoming the first state to bring a good 
Samaritan law, the focus needs to shift in replicating this in other states and iron out the flaws in the 
law. The topic is important both for GS2 and GS4. 

Key  demand  of  the  qu estion  

The question expects us to explain about good Samaritan law, highlight why such a law is important, 
bring out the details of the law and examine why despite such a verdict by SC, people are still wary 
of becoming good Samaritans. 

Directive  word  
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Discuss ς This is an all-encompassing directive ς you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both 
for and against arguments. 

Structure  of  the  answer  

Introduction  ς Explain who are good Samaritans and why such a law is needed. Sizeable 
proportion of these deaths could have been avoided if victims had received emergency medical 
treatment on time. In fact, the Law Commission of India in a report, noted that over 50 per cent of 
road accident deaths can be averted with timely medical care within the first one hour. This 
translates to 70,000 lives that could be saved. 

Body  

Explain that In 2016, in a landmark judgement in the case of SaveLIFE Foundation versus Union of 
India, the Supreme Court instituted a Good Samaritan Law to insulate such persons from legal and 
procedural hassles that have traditionally followed the act of helping an injured person. Highlight 
the legislation brought about by Karnataka government. 

Discuss what the law entails. Explain that despite the law people are not willing to come forward to 
act as good Samaritans. Explain that massive gap exists between the law and its on-ground 
implementation. 

¶ The law explicitly instructs police and hospitals to allow Good Samaritans to keep their 
anonymity and minimize procedural hassle. However, over half (57%) of the medical 
professionals surveyed and almost two-thirds (64%) of the police officials interviewed still 
ask for the personal details of the people bringing the injured to hospitals. 

¶ The study also revealed that most of the health professionals and police personnel 
interviewed had not received any priming on implementing the Good Samaritan Law. 

¶ None of the hospitals and police stations surveyed had displayed a charter of rights for Good 
Samaritans, as mandated by the Supreme Court judgement. 

Discuss the measures needed to address this ς state governments must actively translate the 
judgement into state-specific Good Samaritan laws in order to establish implementation 
mechanisms for the law, including effective grievance redressal systems and reward and recognition 
schemes for Good Samaritans. 

Conclusion  ð Give your view and discuss way forward. 
  
Introduct ion:  
        Good Samaritan (helpful bystander) is a person who offers assistance to the accident victim 
without fear of any criminal or civil liability. The ob jective behind effecting Good Samaritan law is 
to protect the bystanders from getting embroiled into police investigation or be subjected to 
harassme nt due to the legal procedures involved if they decides to help accident victims or even 
inform hospital an d police.  
 
Body:  
The Need for Good Samaritan Law:  
¶ As per figure s from the ministry of road trans port and highways, the number of people killed 

in road  crashes in India in 2017 was 147,913 or 405 deaths every day.  
¶ The 201 st Law Commission of India in a repor t noted that over 50 per cent of road accident 

deaths can be a verted with timely medical care w ithin the first one hour. This translates to 
70,000 li ves that could be saved.  

¶ India reports on an average 15 deaths per hour due to road accidents. In a report in 2006, 
the Law Commission estimated that 50 per cent of acci dent victims would have survived 
had they got medical attention within an hour. The maj or impediment for bystanders in 
helping accident victims is harassment by police and other complex judicial  processes.  

In 2016, in a landmark judgement in the case of  SaveLIFE Foundation versus Union of  India , 
the Supreme Court instituted a  Good Samaritan Law  to insulate such persons from legal and 
procedural hassles that have traditionally followed the act of helping an injured person.  
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Despite enactment of Good Samaritan  law people are reluctant to help  accident victims because - 
¶ Crowd discourages individua l to take any initiative or lone action. The pressure to behave 

like everybody else greatly increases when someone stands in a mass. So it is natural for 
people standing  in a crowd to simply stare rathe r than to do something.  

¶ The fear of getting into legal  entangles, police investigation and long drawn judicial 
procedure still runs through the minds of bystande rs.  

¶ Most of the people are still unaware of such Good Samarita n guidelines given by Supreme 
Cou rt. Most of the states are yet to make laws in the sam e. For Example : 84% of the people 
recently surveyed by SaveLIFE Foundation across 11 cities in India were u naware of the 
Good Samaritan Law.  

¶ Police are failing to create  confidence into the minds of peo ple that they would receive the 
good treatment for suc h noble act of helping. During investigating sessions, the person who 
is not the perpetrator of a crime but  merely a helper of the victim is subjected to the same 
routin e ruthlessness that the perpetrat or might deserve.  

¶ Law keepers and public servants are unaware of the SC guidelines. The study also revealed 
that most of the health professionals and police pers onnel interviewed had not received any 
priming on implementing  the Good Samaritan Law.  

¶ Mobiles are playing a role of spoilers as there is increasing tendency of taking photos and 
shooting the accident scene.  

¶ None of the hospitals and police stations survey ed had displayed a charter of rights for Good 
Samaritans, as m andated by the Supreme Court judg ement.  

  
Evidently, a massive gap exists between the l aw and its on -ground implementation.  
  
Way Forward:  
¶ State governments must actively translate the judgement  into state -specific Good 

Samaritan laws.  
¶ Establish implementation mechanisms for the law.  
¶ Effective grievance redressal systems.  
¶ Reward and recognit ion schemes for Good Samaritans.  
¶ Provision for Good Samaritans as in the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill.  
¶ There is urgent need of reforming police behaviour an d methods of investigation towards 

good Sam aritans. Police particularly working on ground level m ust be sensitized towards 
citizenõs concerns that deter them from offering help. 

¶ Thumb rule to protect thos e who come forward to help accident victims from civ il or criminal 
liability. It will be option al for them to disclose their identity to the police o r medical 
personnel.  

 
Conclusion:  
        These are still early days in the history of the Good Samaritan la w. It will take a long time for 
people to feel secur e under its provisions. The will of the so ciety to bring positive change would 
save many prematur e deaths.  
Note: Karnataka came up with Indiaõs first Good Samaritan law. According to the new law, the 
Karn ataka government will extend financial assistance to  good samaritans who help accident 
victims , they will not have to make repeated attendances in co urts and police stations. Further, in 
case of mandatory attendance at courts and police stations, a Good Sa maritan Fund will be created 
which will take care of  all expenses.  
                The new leg is lation stipulates that after the victim has been admi tted to the hospital, the 
good samaritan can leave immediately and all government as well as private hospit als are bound to 
give first aid the accident victims . 
 

Q) For Ayushm an Bharat to succeed, the private sector will have to take greater 

ownership. Critically analy ze.    (250 words)  
Indian express  

Why  this  question  

The success of Ayushman bharat is critical for improving the healthcare outcomes in the country and 
private sector has an important role to play in that. The article discusses these issues and needs to 
be discussed. 
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Key  demand  of  the  question  

The question expects us to critically analyze the role of private sector in the success of Ayushman 
Bharat and bring out the pros and cons of involvement of private sector to conclude whether or not 
there should be greater involvement of private sector. 

Directive  word  

Critically analyze -When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. When 
ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΩ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of 
something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure  of  the  answer  

Introduction  ς Explain about Ayushman Bharat. 

Body  

¶ Explain that India ranks as low as 145th among 195 countries in healthcare quality and 
accessibility, behind even Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. The country spends an abysmal 1.3 per 
cent of its GDP on health, way less than the global average of 6 per cent. Over 70 per cent 
of the total healthcare expenditure is accounted for by the private sector. Given the 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ crumbling public healthcare infrastructure, most patients are forced to go to 
private clinics and hospitals. Health care bills are the single biggest cause of debt in India, 
with 39 million people being pushed to poverty every year. 

¶ Highlight the constraints with increasing government finances for improving health 
infrastructure 

¶ Discuss the capacity in which private sector can contribute towards the success of Ayushman 
Bharat and the constraints involved therein. 

Con clusion  ς Give your view on how necessary private sector participation is for the success of 
Ayushman Bharat. 

 
Introduction:  
        Ayushman Bharat  is a progression towards promotive, preventive, curative, palliative and 
rehabilitative aspects of Universal  Healthcare through  access of Health and We llness Centers 
(HWCs) at the primary level  and  provisi on of financial protection for accessing curative car e 
at the secondary and tertiary levels through engagement with both public and private 
sector  (PMJAY). 
        PMJAY recently completed 100 days of it s implementation. The scheme covers  1,350 medic al 
con ditions  ranging from caesarean section to coronary st enting and joint replacement. For each 
procedure, package rates have been fixed for different levels of hos pitals.  
 
Body:  
The program certainly has a  good intent of giving the best of the medical s ervic es at lowest prices 
to the economically weaker, depri ved sections of the society. The program is fraught with many 
challenges that can hinder its outcome . The p articipation of Private sector is vital  because  
¶ Finance:  At  about 1.3% of the national inco me , Indiaõs public healthcare 

spending  between 2008 and 20 15, has virtually remained stagnant. This is way less than 
the global  average of 6 per cent . It is a hercul ean task to implement a scheme that could 
potentially cost Rs 5 lakh per person and benefit  53.7  crore out of Indiaõs 121 crore citizenry, 
or roughly  about 44% of the countryõs population. 

¶ Doctor -Density Ratio:  The WHO  reports the doctor -density ratio in  India at 8 per 10,000 
peo ple  as against  one doctor for a population of 1,000. To achieve such  access, merely 
increasing the number of primary and secon dary healthcare centres is not enough.  

¶ Poor healthcare ranking:  India ranks as low as 145th among 195 count ries in healthcare 
quali ty and accessibility, behind even Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.  

¶ Healthc are E xpenditure: Over 70 per cent of the total healthcare expenditure  is 
accounted for by the private sector.  
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¶ Crumbling public health infrastructure:  Given the count ryõs crumbling public healthcare 
infrastructure, most patients are forced to go to private clini cs and hospitals. India falls 
woefully short of numbe r of hospital beds compared to WHO standards. Secondary -level 
hospitals like district hospitals and medical  colleges have poor infr astructure, especially the 
former.  

 
However, the state and the peo ple are  wary of private healthcare sector being a part of PM JAY due 
to the following concerns:  
¶ High Out of Pocket Expenditure:  Most consumers complain of rising costs.  Hundred days 

into the P MJAY, it remains to be seen if private hospitals provide knee rep lacemen t at Rs 
80,000 (current charges Rs 3.5 lakh) bypass s urgery at Rs 1.7 lakh (against Rs 4 lakh).  

¶ Commercial motive:  lack of transparency and unethical practices in the private sector.  
¶ Concentrated in Urban areas:  Private hospitals donõt have adequate presen ce in Tier -2 

and Tier -3 cities and there is a trend t owards super specialisation in Tier -1 cities.  
¶ Better infrastructure needed:  Under the PMJAY, the private ho spitals have to get 

regi stered and fulfil the minimum requirements. They are also expecte d to ex pand their 
facilities and add hospital beds.  

¶ Lack of level playing field between the public and private hospitals : This has been a 
major concern as public hospi tals would continue rece iving budgetary support. This would 
dissuade the private players from ac tively participating in the scheme.  

¶ Additional incent ives to the private players:  The setting up hospitals in the underserved 
areas by private players can happe n when there are incenti ves from the State. Lack of this 
would maintain status quo of las t mile medical care which is in shackles.  

¶ Populist measures of the government:  The idea of bringing the Above Poverty Line (APL) 
population in the unorganised sector u nder ambit of scheme has  been a bone of contention. 
A sizeable part would remain uninsure dñmostl y lower -middle class and middle -class 
households  whos e income -earning members work in the unorganised sector. The high cost 
of insurance as compared to PMJAY wo uld deter this section f rom being insured.  

  
Way Forward:  
¶ The budgetary support being gra nted to  public hospitals can be given as incentives to 

priva te players in underserved areas.  
¶ The National Health Authority  set up as an independent authority should pr ovide for less 

interfere nce from the government, thereby  encouraging private players to p articip ate.  
¶ A binding policy commitment is imperative so as to reduce policy uncertainty and enable 

investments in hospital infrastructure by private players.  
¶ Focus on  Public -Private Partnership to reap the maximum benefits to citizens.  
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Conclusion:  
PM-JAY seeks to accelerate Indiaõs progress towards achievement of Universal Health Coverage 
(UHC) and Sustainable Development Goal ð 3 (SDG3). While the contribution of the private sector 
will be the key to its success, itõs the will and zeal of the government to imple ment it that will make 
or break the scheme.  
 

Q) Discuss the provisions of right to disconnect B ill and  analyze its need  ? (250 

words ) 
Hindustantimes  

Why  this  questio n  

This private member Bill has been introduced with a purpose of making work life balance easier. The 
provisions of the Bill along with with other issues in the Bill needs to be discussed. 

Key demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to bring out the key provisions of the bill, discuss the provisions of the Bill 
and examine the reasons why the Bill is needed and issues involved therein. 

Directive  wor d  

Discuss ς Here your discussion should bring out the key provisions of the Bill. 

Analyze ς When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Int roduction  ς Mention that the Bill is a private member Bill aiming to improve the work life 
balance. 

Bod y  

Discuss the provisions of the Bill 

¶ Aim: The Right to Disconnect Bill aims at άǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ stress and ease tension between an 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜΩǎ personal and professional life.έ 

¶ The Bill gives employees the right to not respond to calls or any kind of communications from 
the employers after office hours. 

¶ Bill requires the setting up of an Employee Welfare Authority, which will publish reports 
related to the impact employees have from prolonged use of digital tools beyond office 
hours etc 

Highlight the need and significance of the bill 

¶ Work life imbalance leads to stress, anxiety and many mental health issues etc 

¶ traditional service sector has to often deal with unreasonable work hours, working overtime 
without extra compensation, or carrying their work home. 

¶ Right to Disconnect Bill 2018, if passed, will help people strike work-life balance and lead a 
better life. 

¶ Give example of other countries who have already adopted such laws 

Conclusion  ς give your view on the utility of the Bill and discuss way forward. 
  
Introduction : 
        The Right to disconnect bill is a Private Memberõs Bill which has been introduced in 
Parliament. It aims to confer the right on every emplo yee to disconnect from work related telephone 
calls and emails beyond work hours and on h olidays  and right to  refuse to answer calls and emails 
outsi de work hours. Such laws are present in France, Germany etc. and many MNCs have it as a 
policy . 
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Body : 
Art icle 42  of our constitution provides fo r  just and humane work conditions  under the  DPSP. 
The bil l strives to strike a balance between work and person al life in line with the above article. 
The provisions  of the Bill ar e 
¶ The Right to Disconnect Bill aims at  òreducing stress and ease tension between an 
employeeõs personal and professional life.ó 

¶ The Ri ght to Discon nect is a proposed human right where a p erson will have a right to 
disconnect from his/her work or one can say no to engagement in work related 
communications i.e. emails, calls, and messages during non -working hours . 

¶ In case an employe e refus es to reply a ny call during out -of-work hours, such e mployee shall 
not be subject to any disciplinary action by the employer . 

¶ Bill requires the setting up of an  Employee Welfare Authority , which will publish reports 
related to the impact employees h ave fro m prolonged u se of digital tools beyond office hours . 

¶ Employers under the òRight to Disconnectó Bill can negotiate on out -of -work hours  with 
employee . 

¶ It also s eeks to provide employees with  counselling for work -life balance , digital detox 
centres  for òreasonable perso nal use of digital and communication too lsó. 

  
Rationale for the bill : 
¶ Anxiety Disorder:  The first ever nationwide survey on mental health covering  28 states in 

2015 - 2016 gives us a better idea about the prevalence of anxiety disorders  in Ind ia. The 
surve y indicates that the total prevalence of  anxiety disorders in India amount to 3.1 
percent of the population . 

¶ Overworked:  A UBS report said òUBS assessed 77 cities around the world on a number of 
parameters including average annual worki ng hour só. Mumbai  leads the list of cities across 
the world with people working an average of 3,314 hours a year . 

¶ Weakening Social relations:  Relations can be built on ly through communication and 
spending time with people around you. And when one is not ab le to g ive much need ed time 
to family and close ones, the re lationship starts weakening . 

¶ Lack in Performance:  People can only perform best when there is a proper balan ce between 
work and private life. Until and unless there is high work pressure they are n ot capa ble of 
perfor ming to their best capability . 

¶ Increasin g lifestyle disorders:  NFHS -4 revealed the trend of lifestyle diseases like 
hypertension, diabetes and coro nary diseases due to sedentary lifestyle. An overworked 
person is definitely prone to suc h disea ses. It in -turn has a cost on the country . 

¶ Employersõ overpower employees:  Corporat e culture in India is famously dismissive of 
employeesõ personal time and space, often making a virtue out of this fact . 

Challenges remain : 
¶ These expectations might b e untim ely as itõs a private memberõs bill, and  no such bill  has 

turned into an Act since 1970 . 
¶ This is a labour law issue and industrial lobbies might oppose as the l abour cost becomes 

expensive for them . 
¶ This can in turn lead to contractualization of lab our . 
¶ Fu rther, the bill concentrates mostly on th e organized sector. The  lack of inclusivity  still 

puts about 85% of workforce at the mercy of the employers . 
Way forwar d: 
¶ The governments at the union and state level needs to recognize the issue and work on it 

as labour is a concurrent subject . 
¶ Strengthen ing of the l abour unions and codification of the labour laws . 
¶ Taking cue from the global examples like France. Companie s in Germany, even without 

formal laws, have been implementing this idea . 
¶ Importance to p rivate memberõs bill must be given as they are also duly ele cted 

representative of the people . 
Conclusion : 

¶ The bill has the right intent to strike a balance between an  employeeõs personal and 
professional life. However, there is a need in the attitudinal a nd beha vioural changes of the 
employers and empl oyees. To re ap the demographic dividend, India needs a composed, 
healthy, active workforce which the bill aims at . 
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Q) There is a need for National Clean Air Programme to cre ate room for tighter action 

and better fiscal strategy . Examine .   (250 words ) 
Downtoearth  

Why  this  questio n  

The NCAP is a much needed policy document that has been recently released by the central 
government. In this context it is important to understand the programme and discuss its 
shortcomings. 

Directive  wor d  

Examine- here we have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, and find out the causes or 
implications if any.   

Key  demand  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to dig deep into the recently released NCAP and bring out the reasons as to 
why the programme needs to create room for stronger action. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction ς write a few introductory lines about the  NCAP. E.g It proposes a framework to 
achieve a national-level target of 20-30 per cent reduction of PM2.5 and PM10 concentration by 
between 2017 and 2024. 

Body - 

Discuss some of the important and salient provisions of the programme. E.g 

¶ It is expected to be the only άŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾe and participatory ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜέ. 

¶ This will not be notified under the Environment Protection Act or any other Act to create a firm 
mandate with a strong legal back up for cities and regions to implement NCAP in a time bound 
manner for effective reduction. 

¶ Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) will execute this nation-wide programme in consonance 
with the section 162 (b) of the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1986 etc. 

Discuss why the programme needs to create room for stronger action and better fiscal strategy. E.g 

¶ It has not taken on board the ΨǇƻƭƭǳǘer ǇŀȅΩ based taxation mechanism to mobilise resources for 
dedicated funding of pollution control action and also to discourage polluting products, 
processes and activities. 

¶ Already, following the NGT order, 102 cities have started to prepare their first baseline action 
plans based on whatever data and expertise they have access to within a short time frame. 

¶ This will have to be taken forward under the NCAP and what will matter most are the right 
governing principles, and detailed qualitative and quantitative indicators for strategy 
development and targeted reduction in each sector at local and regional scale. 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introduction : 
        The government has formulated National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) as a medium term 
national level strategy to tackle the increasing air p ollution problem across the country in a 
comprehensive manner. This is the first ever ef fort in the country to frame a national framework 
for air qua lity management with a time -bound reduction target . 
  
Body : 
 
The overall objective is to  augment and evolve effective ambient air quality monitoring 
network across the country  besides  ensuring co mprehensi ve management p lan for 
prevention, control and abatem ent of air pollution . The NCAP focuses on  collaborative and 
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participatory approach covering all sources of pollution and coordination between relevant 
Central Ministries, State Governments, loca l bodies and other stake holders . 
  
The salient provisions of t he programme are : 
¶ Achieve a  national -level target of 20 -30% reduction of PM2.5 and PM10 concentration 

by be tween 2017 and 2024 . 
¶ Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)  will execute this nation -wi de progra mme in 

consonan ce with the section 162 (b) of  the Air  (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 
1986 . 

¶ The programme has been launched with  an initial budget of  300 crore for the first two 
years . 

¶ The plan includes  102 non -attainment cities, acros s 23 stat es and Union te rritories , 
which were identified by Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) on the basis of their 
ambient air quality data between 2011 and 2015 . 

¶ Non-attainment cities are those which have been consistently showing poorer air quality  than 
the National Ambie nt Air Quality Standards. These include Delhi, Varanasi, Bhopal, Kolkata, 
Noida, Muzaffarpur, and Mumbai . 

¶ As part of the programme, the Centre al so plans to  scale up the air quality monitoring 
network across India . At least 4,000 mo nitors ar e needed across  the country, instead of 
the existing 101 real -time air quality (AQ) monitors, according to an analysis . 

¶ The plan proposes a  three -tier system , i ncluding real -time physical data collection, 
data archiving, and an action trigger syst em in all  102 cities , besides extensive 
plantation plans, research on clean -technologies, landscaping of major arterial roads, and 
stringent industrial standards . 

¶ It al so proposes stat e-level plans of e -mobility in the two -wheeler sector, rapid 
augmentatio n of char ging infrastructure, stringent implementation of BS -VI norms, 
boosting public transportation system, and adoption of third -party audits for 
polluting industrie s. 

¶ Various committees:  The national plan has proposed setting up an apex committee under  
environm ent minister, a steering committee under -secretary (environment) and a 
monitoring committee under a joint secretary. There would be project monitoring 
committe es at the state -level with scientists and trained personnel . 

 
Shortcomings of the NCAP : The prog ramme needs to create room for stronger action and better 
fiscal strategy due to the following reasons , 
¶ The government has stressed that NCAP as a scheme is  not  a legally binding document 

with any specified penal action against erring cities . It is  only a  òcooperative and 
participatory initiativeó. 

¶ NCAP will not be notified  under the  Environment Protection Act or any other Act  to 
create a firm mandate with a stro ng legal back up for cities and regions to implement NCAP 
in a time bound manner for eff ective r eduction . 

¶ The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) has  not drawn upon 
the precedence of the notifica tion of Graded Response Action Plan or the notice 
issued to comply with the Comprehensive Action Plan under the Environment 
Protecti on Act  in Delhi and the National Capital Region (NCR) . 

¶ Delhiõs very severe pollution levels are four times the permissible limits now, and a 30% 
reduction by 20 24 would still leave it very dangerous for health . 

¶ With the absence of a robust fiscal a nd fundi ng strategy. Only a pittance of Rs 300 crore is 
being earmarked for NCAP. Clearly, NCAP cannot be sustainable nor can it gai n strength or 
make a difference on a  longer -term basis if it does not have a clear fiscal strategy . 

¶ NCAP has not provided fo r innova tive financing mechanism at central and state/city level. 
It has not taken on board the ôpolluter payõ based taxation mechanism to mobilise resources 
for dedica ted funding of pollution control actio n 
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Way Forward : 
¶ The MoEF&CC, as a nodal central and apex ag ency, will have to flex its authority to ensure 

all NCAP indicators are integrated with multi -sector and inter -ministerial p rogrammes to 
align with the air qual ity target and objectives . 

¶ NCAP should not become only a top -down prescriptive approa ch . In fact , within the 
federal structure, NCAP, while ensuring compliance, will also have to create enough room 
for tighter action tha t can be even stronger than the comm on minimum national programme 
as defined by NCAP . 

¶ State governments and city authorit ies  should be encouraged and enabled to take those 
extra steps to meet local targets . 

¶ City -wise air quality targets  will clearly show w here much deeper cuts will be needed  for 
hotspot and stronger regional action . 

¶ NCAP should take precedence from emerging practices i n the country ñpollution cess in 
Delhi on truck entry, big diesel cars, and diesel fuel sales and the coal cess ñto 
generate d edicated funds to finance clean air action plan . 

¶ The funds should be managed through  unified window for the purpose of ad missible 
po llution control activities  identified in the action pla n 
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Conclusion : 
NCAP has certainly helped kick start the much -awaited g ood practice of setting air pollutio n 
reduction targets. The biggest advantage of such targets is that it helps decide t he level of 
stringency of local and regional action needed for the plans to be effective enough to meet the 
reduction targets . 
 

Q) What is the Global housing tech challenge? Examine how will it benefit Pradhan 

Mantri Awas Yojana  ?  (250 words ) 
The hindubusinessline  

Why  this  questio n  

In order to resolve the housing problem in the country, the government launched the PMAY scheme 
under which the achievements have not kept pace with the aims. As a result, this technological 
innovation project has been initiated to improve the attainment of objectives under PMAY which 
needs to be discussed. 

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to first explain about the challenge. Highlight why such a challenge is 
necessary, by talking about the need of it under PMAY. Finally, we need to give our view on the 
importance of this challenge as well as the way forward. 

Directive  wor d  

Examine ς When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any . 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction  ς Highlight the problem of housing shortage in the country and the need to 
accelerate construction of houses with suitable statistics. 

Bod y  

¶ Explain about the challenge ς Centre to offer about мрл crore as a technology innovation 
grant to build 6,000 homes τ cheaper, faster and better τ using alternative technologies 
and materials under the Global Housing Technology Challenge (which was launched 
recently). Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs to invite bids and identify proven 
demonstrable technologies from around the world which are to be adapted and 
mainstreamed for use in the Indian context. 
Apart from state and Central assistance of мΦр lakh each, the Centre will offer an additional 
technology innovation grant of нΦр lakh for each house. 

¶ Highlight that The PMAY (U), was launched by prime minister in WǳƴŜΩмрΦ It is aimed at 
ensuring Housing for all by 2022 by providing financial assistance to the beneficiaries. 
Around 68.5 lakh houses have been approved so far for construction under the PMAY (U). 

¶ Highlight that pace of construction under the urban section of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 
or Housing for All is too slow. It has completed just over 10% of its target as the scheme 
reaches its halfway point. 

¶ Explain how the challenge would help in achievement of aims under PMAY. 

Conclusion  ð give your view and discuss the way forward. 
  
Introduction : 
        The conventional system of housin g constr uction is  time consuming  as well as  resource 
intensive.  The estimate of housing shortage in urban areas has been revised do wnwards to  about 
10 million units (MoHUA, 2017).  This is substantiated with the high precedence of slums, urban 
sprawl and sp ringing up of unplanned real estate.   
To make the  construction o f houses cost -effective and innovative , MoHUA has launched the 
Glob al Housing Technology Challenge (GHTC) . 
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Body : 
Global Housing Tech Challeng e: 
¶ The aim of the initiative  ñ under the Pradhan Mantri Aw as Yojana Urban (PMAY -U) ñ is 

to  fast -track the constru ction of affordable housing and meet the target of 
constructing 1.2  crore houses by 2022 . 

¶ Centre to offer about 150 crore as a technology inno vation grant to build 6,000 homes ñ 
cheaper, fast er and be tter ñ using alternative technologies and materials under the GHTC . 

¶ MOHUA will invite bids and identify proven demonstrable technologies from aro und the 
world which are to be adapted and mainstreame d for use in the Indian context . 

¶ Apart from state  and Cent ral assistance of 1.5 lakh each, the Centre will offer an additional 
technology innovation grant of 2.5 lakh for each house . 

¶ The challenge will  also focus  on identifying and mainstreaming proven d emonstrable 
technologies for lighthouse projects and spotting potential futu re technologies for 
incubation and acceleration support through ASHA (Affordable Sustainable Housing 

Accelerators) ñ India . 
¶ A grand expo -cum -conference on GHTC will be organised in  March 2019, which will be a 

unique platform not only for the stakeholders b ut also for the States/Union Territories and 
technical institutions . 

PMAY and its limitations : 
¶ The Governmentõs Pradhan 

Mant ri Awas Yojana -Urban 
(PMAY-U) Mission to provide 
all weather òpuccaó houses to 
eligible beneficiaries by the 
year 2022 . 

¶ Against the  validated demand 
of about one crore housing 
units to be constructed by the 
year 2022, the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Affa irs 
has so far sanctioned around 
70 lakh houses, out of 
which  around 37 lakh have 
been grounded and ar ound 
15 lakh completed and 
al lotted to beneficiaries . 

¶ The pace of construction 
under the urban section of 
PMAY is too slow. It has  completed  just over 10%  of its target as the scheme reaches 
its halfway poin t . 

Potential of GHTC : 
¶ Cost Effectiveness:  The PPP mode involving private playe rs will help reduce the costs 

involved. Incubation facilities provided by IITs will help in cost -efficient tech niques. Use of  
technology in construction will help save working ca pital . 

¶ Speedy Construction:  The technological adv ancement will enable the gove rnment to 
achieve the target by increasing the pace of construction from current target of 3 years to 3 
to 4 mo nth s 

¶ Innovativ e Construction techniques : The use of alternative, in novative and fast -track 
technologies aims at: -a) conservation of natural resou rces; b) bringing speed in 
construction; c) utilization of industrial and construction demolition waste; d) red uction in 
air and noise pollution; e) optimum use of water; f) incr eased labour productivity; g) cost 
reduction; h) safe and disaster resilient h ouses; and i) all weather site execution It seeks to 
demonstrate and deliver ready to live -in houses in a short er time, with lower cost and 
quality construction in a sustainable manner . 

¶ Environment -friendly:  Typically conventio nal construction systems (suc h as the use of 
brick and mortar) are slow paced, energy intensive, dependent on natural resources and 
have lar ge carbon foot print. GHTC seeks to promote future technologies whic h are 
sustainable and eco -friendly . 
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¶ Achieve targe ts:  This transition will cont ribute towards achieving the  Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) as laid out by the United Nations (UN), the New Urban 

Agend a and the Paris Climate Accord  to which India is a si gnatory and other such 
international commitments . 

¶ Sustainable Cities:  Urbaniza tion is on a spree in India. By 2030, 40% of India will be 
urbanized. The GHTC challenge can help in sustainable cities and a chieve our SDG -11 
targets . 

Conclusion : 

¶ GHTC- India in tends to get best globally available innovative c onstruction technologies 
thro ugh a challenge process. The promotion of future technologies, to foster an environment 
of research and development in the co untry is imperative to solve Indiaõs housing problems. 

Extra Information : 
Shanghai has adopted four ap proaches to affordable housin g for different types of resi dents ñ low 
rent housing, a public rental housing system, houses on shared ownership, and houses  for people 
relocated from old dilapidated buildings . 
Indonesia pursues a National Housing Policy that  involves cross subsidies tha t actively encourage 
private firms to build a set number of low cost houses for every luxury home they build . 
 

Q) Making Universal Basic Income Scheme w ork requires huge funding as well as 

certain other me asures to raise revenue and reduce expenditure. A nalyze.  (250 

words ) 
Indianexpress  

Why  this  quest io n  

The central government as well as the state of Sikkim has recently mooted the idea of UBIS, which 
will require huge amounts of funds. In this context it is important to discuss how the financial 
resources can be raised to fund the scheme. 

Directive  wor d  

Analyze-here we  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the topic by separating it 
into component parts, and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Key  demand  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to dig deep into the issue and bring out how financial resources can be raised 
for UBIS and how other expenditures can be reduced to fund the scheme. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction ς write a few introductory lines about the  UBIS. e.g mention what universal means; 
what basic means and what the scheme entails. 

Body - 

Since UBIS is to be given to the rich and the middle classes as well, it can be expensive. 

There is need for funding it from reducing some of the subsidies that are at present enjoyed mainly 
by the better-off, 

also taking a bit from the various tax concessions mostly to business (called άǊŜǾŜƴǳŜǎ ŦƻǊŜƎƻƴŜέ in 
the Central Budget), and 

taxing the currently exempt wealth, inheritance, and long-term capital gains, and collecting more 
taxes from the currently under-assessed and under-taxed property values. 

If, to start with, it is given only to women, ƛǘΩƭƭ halve the cost 

packaging a significant UBIS with a simultaneous increase in the taxes on the rich will help macro-
economic stability, apart from assuaging the poor who will face some of the price rise in commodities 
or services, when subsidies are withdrawn (for example, the price of urea will rise for all farmers, if 
the fertiliser subsidy is curtailed, even though most of the subsidy goes to large farmers and 
factories).  
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Introduct ion : 
        Universal basic income is a form of social security in which  all c itizens or residents  of a 
country regularly receive an  unconditional sum of money , either from a government or some 
other pu blic institution, in addition to any income received from elsewhere. The payment is enough 
to cover th e cost of living. The goal is to provide financial security . 
        The state of Sikkim recently announced that UBI will be implemented in state by 2022 . 
  
Body : 
                        It characte rises the  basic income in five divisions ñ Periodic  (being  paid at 
regular intervals, no t lump sum),  cash payment  (not in kind or vouchers, leaving it on the 
recipient to spend it as they like),  individual  (not t o households or families),  universal  (for al l), 
and  unconditional  (irrespective of income or prospects  of job) . 
The pros  of UBI incl ude : 
¶ Fights Poverty and vulnerability : Poverty and vulnerability will be reduced in one fell 

swoop. It increases equality am ong citizens as envisaged in our DPSP . 
¶ Choice:  A UBI treats beneficiaries as agents and entrusts citiz ens with the responsibility of  

using welfare spending as they see b est; this may not be the case with in -kind transfers. 
Nobel laureate  Amartya Sen  had al so propounded that  choice  should be given to people, 
which will lead to development . 

¶ Better targeting of poor : As all individuals ar e targeted,  exclusion error  (poor bei ng left 
out) is  zero  though inclusion error (rich gaining access to the scheme) is 60 p ercent . 

o Example:  The India Human Development Survey f ound that in 2011 -12 about half 
of the officially  poor did not have the BPL car d, while about one -third of the non -poor 
had it . 

¶ Fighting technological unemployment:  With IR4.0 on the rise, there is an in crease in the 
automation leading to loss of many whit e and blue collared jobs. UBI can act as a sort o f 
security net for the million s of people who will be left jobless by the tech revolution . 

¶ Supporting unpaid care workers:  Those with ill or differently a bled relatives are often 
forced to quit their jobs an d look after them full -time. UBI would allow care -workers to 
support themselves , encouraging care work and taking pr essure off public services that 
provide care to the sick and elderly . 

  
However, to imp lement an unconditional, universal cash transfer requ ires a lot of funding. The 
possible measures to  raise the revenue for UBI  are: 
  
¶ Tax concessions:  taking a bit from the various tax concessions mostly to business (called 
òrevenues foregoneó in the Central Budget) . 

¶ Tap the untapped resources:  taxing the cu rrently exempt wealth, inheritance, and long -
term  capital gains, and collecting  more taxes from the currently under -assessed and under -
taxed property values.  Taxing the Polluting activities  is another op tion . 

¶ Progressive taxation:  Packaging a significant U BIS with a simultaneous increase in the 
taxes on the rich will help macro -economic stability, apart from assuaging the poor who will 
face some of the price rise in commodities or services, when subsidies  are 
withdrawn.  Example : The price of ur ea will rise for all farmers, if the fertiliser subsidy is 
cur tailed, even though most of th e subsidy goes to large farmers and factories . 

¶ Disinvestments:  A part of the disinvestments of the PSUs can be used to raise  revenue for 
the UBI . 

¶ Corporate Social R esponsibility : The funds from the CSR initiative of the corpor ate can 
be channelled for UBI implementation . 

Measures to  curb the expenditure : 
¶ Policy improvements:  By reducing the populist measures like Farm loan waiv ers, free 

unlimited electricity etc. The  money spent on such schemes can rather be channelled to a 
meaningful initiative. Austerity measures on administrative expenditures . 

¶ Incremental implementation:  To start off with it can be given only to women, itõll halve 
the cost of implementation . 

¶ Reduce  Subsidies fo r the rich:  As the  Economic Survey 2016  had point ed out, there is 
need for redu cing some of the subsidies that are at present enjoyed mainly by the better -
off.  Example : Aviation Turbine Fuel Subsidy, Gol d Subsidy etc. Such subsidies can be 
deviated to UBI funding . 
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¶ Digitization:  Use of Jandhan -Aadhar -Mobi le (JAM) trinity for the Direc t benefit transfer, 
Use of SECC for better targeting and addressing the leakages due to corruption should be 
looked into . 

  
Conclusion : 
        UBIS is a policy iss ue that requi res our serious attention and deliberation. UBI h olds a lot of 
potential as a w elfare scheme, however in its present form needs to be re -evaluated. UBI should 
not be aimed at replacing the existing welfa re schemes but stick to its core ideas o f providing b asic 
income to citizens without a means test and work requirement . 
 

Q) Analyze the provisions of the anti lynching law o f Manipur and how it helps in 

controlling hate crimes  ?  (250 words ) 
The hindu  

Why  this  qu estio n  

The article discusses the provisions of the anti lynching law brought by Manipur and how it sets an 
example for the rest of the country. In light of the recent incidents of lynching, the article emphasizes 
on the need of such a law and how it would help in bringing such criminals to book. 

Key  dema nd  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to establish the need of such a law, discuss the key provisions of it and 
thereafter analyze how this law would help in bringing the perpetrators of such hate crimes to book 
and the issues involved therein. 

Direct ive  wor d  

Analyze ς When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Structure  of  t he  answe r  

Introduction  ς Highlight the recent incidents of lynching which necessitate such a law. 

Bod y  

Discuss about the dangers caused by lynching to LƴŘƛŀΩǎ pluralist social fabric and how such hate 
crimes need to be curbed. 

Discuss the directions of supreme court with respect to anti lynching laws ς court felt compelled to 
act in the shadow of four years of surging hate violence targeting religious and caste minorities. It 
also urged Parliament to consider passing a law to combat mob hate crime.The Union and most 
State governments have done little to comply with the directions of LƴŘƛŀΩǎ highest court. But 
Manipur became the first to pass a remarkable law against lynching. 

Examine in detail the provisions of the law and the issues involved therein 

¶ The Manipur law closely follows the Supreme /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ prescriptions, creating a nodal officer 
to control such crimes in every State, special courts and enhanced punishments. 

¶ definition of lynching is comprehensive, covering many forms of hate crimes. These are άŀƴȅ 
act or series of acts of violence or aiding, abetting such act/acts thereof, whether 
spontaneous or planned, by a mob on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth, 
language, dietary practices, sexual orientation, political affiliation, ethnicity or any other 
related grounds 

¶ However it does not cover individual hate crimes 

¶ first in the country dealing with the protection and rights of vulnerable populations which 
creates a new crime of dereliction of duty of public officials. It lays down that άŀƴȅ police 
officer directly in charge of maintaining law and order in an area, omits to exercise lawful 
authority vested in them under the law, without reasonable cause, and thereby fails to 
prevent lynching shall be guilty of dereliction of dutȅέ and will be liable άǘƻ punishment of 
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imprisonment of one year, which may extend to three years, and with fine that may extend 
to fifty thousand ǊǳǇŜŜǎέΦ Etc 

Discuss the impact of such a law and what more needs to be done by the other states 

Conclusion  ς Give your view and discuss the way forward. 
  
Introduct ion : 
                The  country   is   witnessing   a  series   of  incidents   of  lynching   and   targeted   mob   v
iolence   against   vulnerable groups. The c auses behind and the threats it impose calls f or brin ging 
in an anti -lynching law. Manipur became the first to pass a remarkable law against lynching, late 
last year . 
 
Body : 
 

Supreme court ruling:  Supreme Court ñ anguished by what it described as  ôhorrific acts of 
mobocracyõ ñ issued a slew of direction s to th e Union and State governments to protect Indiaõs 
ôpluralist social fabricõ from mob violence. The court felt compelled to act in the shadow of four 
years of  surging hate violence targeting religious and caste minorities . It also urged 
Parliament to conside r passing a law to combat mob hate crime . 
 
Extra i nformation: Supreme Cour tõs 11-point directions with respect to anti lynching laws : 
 
Preventive : 
¶ The state governments shall designate a senior police offi cer in each district for taking 

measures to pr event i ncidents of mob violence and lynching . 
¶ The state governments shall immed iately identify districts, sub -divisions and villages where 

instances of lynching and mob violence have been reported in the recent  past . 
¶ The nodal officers shall bring to the notice o f the DGP any inter -district co -ordinat ion issues  

for devising a strateg y to tackle lynching and mob violence related issues . 
¶ It shall be the duty of every police officer to cause a mob to disperse, whic h, in his opinion, 

has a tendency to cause violence i n the disguise of vigilantism or otherw ise. 
¶ Centr al and the state govern ments should  broadcast on radio and television and other 

media platforms  including the official websites that lynching and mob viole nce shall invite 
serious consequence . 

¶ Curb and stop d issemination of irresponsible and explo sive messa ges, videos and other 
material on various social media platforms. Register FIR under relevant provisions of law 
against persons who disseminate such messa ges. 

Remedial : 
¶ Ensure that there  is no further harass ment of the family members of the victi ms . 
¶ State governments shall prep are a  lynching/mob violence victim compensation scheme . 
¶ Cases of lynching and mob violence shall be specifically tried by designated  court/fast track 

courts earmarked for that purpose i n each district.  The trial shall prefer ably be co ncluded 

within six mon ths . 
¶ To set a stern example in cases of mob violence and lynching, the trial court must 

ordinarily  award maximum sentence upon convi ction of the accused person . 
Punitive : 
¶ If it is found  that a police officer or an officer of the distr ict administration has  failed to fulfil 

his duty, it will be considered as an  act of deliberate negligence . 
 
Provisions of Manipurõs Anti-lynching law : 
¶ Com prehensive Definition of Lynching:  Defi nition of lync hing is  comprehensive , 

covering many forms of hat e crimes. Includes an y act or series of acts of violence or aiding, 
abetting such act/acts thereof, whether spontaneous or planned, by a mob on the ground s 
of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth, lang uage, dietary practices, sexual orientation, 
poli tical affiliation, et hnicity or any other related grounds . 

¶ In tandem with SC directions:  The Manipur law closely follows the Supreme Courtõs 
prescription s, creating a nodal officer to control s uch crimes in every State, special 
courts and enhanced punishme nts . 
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¶ Accountability o f Public officials:  First in the country dealing with the protection and 
rights of vulnerable populations which creates a new crime o f dereliction of duty of public 

officia ls.   This crea tes a sense of responsibility and public official s act on the basis o f òrule 
of lawó. 

¶ Protection of Victims and witnesses:  Increases confidence of the public and bystanders 
to provide evidence in courts . 

¶ Better Rehabilitation and Compensation : Relief camps  for the displaced, compensation 
for death of the  victims . 

¶ However it  does not cover individual hate crimes . 
Impacts of the law : 
¶ Helps control the  mobocracy  and  safeguard the social fabric  of India . 
¶ The law acts as a  deterrent against mob crimes  and assure s the prevalence of òRule of 
Lawó. 

¶ Protects and s afeguards the minorit ies and vulnerable . 
¶ Prevents a hostile environment against people of the community, who have been lynched . 
¶ Protection of victims and witnesses  against any kind of intimidation, coercion,  

inducement, violenc e 
Way forward : 
¶ The term ôhate crimesõ should also be added as a provision in the comprehensive definition 
of the òlynchingó. 

¶ Others statesõ and centre should follow suit and legislate  a law for ant i-lynching as per 
SC directives . 

¶ Rehabi litation  should be done at the ground level to ma ke the victims spring  back to 
normalcy . 

¶ Measures to  curb spreading of fake news  on social media should also be looked at parallel . 
¶ Ensure  public officials  are faithful to their constitutional responsibilitie s and victims . 

Conclusion : 
                Parlia ment must create a sp ecial law against lynching , asserting that òfear of law 
and veneration for the command of law constitutes the foundation of a civilis ed societyó. Lynching 
should be  nipped in the bud  and  Manipur has shown the way forward. It has taken the leadership 
in cre ating the new India, where every citizen should claim ð of safety, fairness and fraternity . 
 

Q) What do the draft  CRZ rules imply from the perspective of environmental justice 

and distributive justice.Discuss.  (250 words ) 
Epw  

Why  this  questio n  

The draft CRZ rules have been widely criticised for their material approach towards coastal 
development and under the conspicuous and increasingly more vital role of climate change it is 
important to discuss the draft rules and see how they affect the environment and the society. 

Directive  wor d  

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key  demand  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to write in detail as to how the draft CRZ rules will possibly affect the 
environment and the notion of distributive justice. 

Stru cture  of  the  answe r  

Introduction ς write a few introductory lines about the  recent CRZ rules. The Coastal Regulation 
Zone (CRZ), 2018 notification approved by the MoEFCC has revoked some of its stringent provisions 
to permit the expansion of development activities into the environmentally sensitive areas (ESAs), 
hitherto deemed inaccessible by law. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/21/2-what-do-the-draft-crz-rules-imply-from-the-perspective-of-environmental-justice-and-distributive-justice-discuss-250-words/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/21/2-what-do-the-draft-crz-rules-imply-from-the-perspective-of-environmental-justice-and-distributive-justice-discuss-250-words/
https://www.epw.in/journal/2019/3/editorials/carving-out-coasts.html


 

www.insightsonindia.com  68 www.insightsias.com  

SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 

Body - 

Discuss the salient provisions of the rules. E.g 

¶ reduction of the CRZ limits and the no-development zone (NDZ) area, 

¶ and the classification of coastal zone areas, according to the density of population. 

¶ For the setting up of άǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣέ for defence and public utilities, even the most 
ecologically critical areas that fall under the CRZ I classification have not been excluded. 

DIscuss the impact of the draft rules vis-a-vis environmental and distributive justice. E.g 

¶ By facilitating the large-scale intrusion of commercial and industrial activities into the fragile 
coastal territories, the new CRZ policy would upset the prevailing humanςecological 
balance. 

¶ This would lead to further degradation of marine ecosystems, and disrupt the livelihoods of 
resource-dependent populations, especially artisanal fishers living off the coasts. 

¶ Regions that lie along LƴŘƛŀΩǎ west coast and those adjoining the river deltas on the east 
coast are known to be amongst the most vulnerable areas. 

¶ In effect, the policy would not only serve to facilitate the unhindered implementation of the 
central ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩs ambitious Sagarmala project but also promote the development of 
infrastructure, real estate and tourism, while permitting affordable housing along the coast. 

¶ The utilitarian approach of the policy reveals a clear bias favouring business interests, while 
overriding the needs of coastal ecology, conservation and the fishers etc. 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
 
Introduction : 
                Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) under the  En vironment Protection Act, 
1986 , issued the Coasta l Regulation Zone n otification for  regulation of activities in the coastal 
area . It has  revoked some of its stringent provisions to permit the expansion of development 
activities  into the  environmentally sen sitive areas (ESAs),  hitherto deemed inaccessible  by law . 
 
Body : 
 
The coastal land up to 500m from the High Tide Line (HTL) and a stage of 100m along banks of 
creeks, estuaries, backwater and rivers subject to tidal fluctuations, is called the  Coastal 
Regula tion Zone(CRZ).  The classifica tion of CRZ into 4 categories is : 

¶ CRZ-I ð Ecologically Sensitive Areas:  lying between low and high tide line. Exploration of 
natural gas and extraction of salt are permitte d 

¶ CRZ-II ð Shore Line Areas:  The areas that have been developed up to or close to th e 
shoreline. Constr uction of unautho rized structures is not allowed here . 

¶ CRZ-III ð Undisturbed Areas:  Rural and Urban localities which fall outside zones 1 & 2. 
Only certain activities related to agriculture and few public fa cilities are allowed . 

¶ CRZ-IV ð Territorial Areas:  An area covered between Low Tide Line and 12 Nautical Miles 
seaward. Fishing and allied activities are permitted here. Solid waste should be let off in 
this zone . 

 
The Salient features of the  CRZ 2018 : Many significant relaxations of dev elopment controls a long 
the coastli ne. 
¶ Relaxed regulations : 

o There is a considerable  reduction of the CRZ limits and the no -development zone 
(NDZ) area . 

o The classification of coastal zone areas is done according to the  density of 
population . 

o For densely pop ulated areas under  CRZ ð III A , no development zone has been 
reduced from 200 m to 50 m. This will help  meet affordable housing needs for 
rural areas and other development activities . 
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¶ Boost to Strategic projects : 
o For the setti ng up of òstrategic projects ,ó for defence and pu blic utilities, even the 

most ecologically critical areas that fall under the  CRZ-I  classification have not been 
excluded . 

o Example: Sagarmala project :  It consists of a series of commercial ventures 
envisage d at an outlay of  8.5 trilli on 

¶ Environmental Pr otection : 
o To add ress pollution  in coastal areas, setting up of  treatment facilities  have been 

made permissible activities in  CRZ-I B  area subject to necessary safeguards . 
o CRZ limit of 20 m for islands has be en maintained intact . 

¶ Distribution of Powers : 
o States will also ha ve the authority to grant clearances and  approve proposals for 

urban (CRZ -II) and rural (CRZ -III) areas . 
o Only such projects which are located in  Ecological ly Sensitive Areas (CRZ -

I)  and  CRZ-IV will require the necessary clearance from the U nion Ministry . 
¶ Boost to Tourism : 

o The notification also permits  temporary tourism facilities  such as shacks, toilet 
blocks, change rooms, drinking water facilities etc. in beaches. Such temporary 
tourism faci lities are also  now permissible in NDZ of the CRZ -III areas . 

o The new notification may òboost tourism in terms of more activities, more 
infrastructure and more opportunities and will certainly go a long way in creating 
employment opportunities in various as pects of tourismó. 

 
How the CRZ 2018 differs from CRZ 2011 : 

 
The impacts of the draft rules vis -à-vis environmental and distributive justice are : 
¶ Environmental justice : 

o The lack of factoring in the effects of climate change on sea levels and well -
demarcate d hazard line  in the new CRZ rules can lead to hug e costs . 

o The large-scale intrusion of commercial and industrial activities into the fragile 
coastal territories, the new CRZ policy would  upset the prevailing human ð
ecological balance . 

o In coastal cities, suc h as  Mumbai and Chennai , increasing urbanisation,  changes 
in land use patterns, encroachments along the coast, construction of coastal roads, 
and unabated pollution have caused  irreversible damage to low -lying areas, 
water -bodies, and the sea . 

o Studies have  shown that the impact of these processes has led  to a  declin e in fish 
catch and landings over time.  Other problems of  algal bloom, beaching of the 
whales, increased plastic pollution  is on rise . 
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o Rapid urbanisation and industrialisation  has turned the coas ts into convenient 
dumping grounds. This directly  affects the  bio -diversity of the coastal zones . 

¶ Distributive justice : 
o With increased commercial and industrial activities in coastal areas, there will be 

further degradation of marine ecosystems. This will  disrupt the livelihoods of 
resource -dependent pop ulations, es pecially artisanal fishers living off the 
coasts . 

o Coastal erosion and the hazards posed by the rising sea level  due to climate 
change have already endangered the lives of populations inhabiting l ow-lying areas 
across the globe . 

o The concerns of the fishers is  seen to be in conflict with those of other interest groups 
that seek to corner profits from unfettered use and commercialisation of coastal 
resources and commons . 

o The impact on the fisheries s ector is huge as it employs about  8 million peopl e and 

generate  Rs. 48,000 -Rs. 75,000 crores  for the economy . 
o This adversely affected livelihoods, especially of small -scale artisanal fishers, 

resulting in their  increasing alienation , while also leading to the  widening of 
inequalities with in society . 

o Prom oting the busi ness agendas of other interest groups at the cost of fisher 
livelihoods would further impoverish a community that already has been pushed to 
the margins of an unequal society . 

o Land grabbing by private and government actors has  been the norm. These actors 
forget that this space is the common property of coastal villages, towns and cities, 
and public beache s 

Conclusion : 

¶ Indiaõs coasts are already facing grave threats due to climate change events such as 
intensive, frequent and un predictable cycl ones and erosi on.  

¶ The relaxation of the CRZ rules in order to boost economic development, albeit necessary, 
must be done keeping in mind the sustainability of the fragile ecosystems . 

 

Q) Data manipulation in the MGNREGA is leading to gross violations in its 

implement ation. Analyze.    (250  words ) 
The hindu  

Why  this  questio n  

MGNREGA has been one of the most successful poverty reduction and employment generation 
schemes of modern India. Its significance increases in the wake of growing urban-rural disparity and 
distress migration. The scheme has however been criticized on various accounts and it is vital to 
analyze how ƛǘΩǎ implementation is being affected by data manipulation. 

Directive  wor d  

Analyze-here we  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the topic by separating it 
into component parts, and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Key  demand  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to dig deep into the working of the MGNREGA and bring out the data 
manipulation experienced by it and how it affects the programme implementation. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduct ion - write a few introductory lines about the  MGNREGA. E.g mention about the nature, 
aims of the scheme and when it was started. 

Body - 

Discuss the data manipulation under the programme. E.g 

¶ The MGNREGA is a demand-driven programme, i.e., work must be provided within 15 days 
of demanding work failing which the Centre must pay an unemployment allowance (UA). A 
UA report is generated but rarely implemented. 
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¶ Numerous ground reports across the country suggest that because of a funds crunch, field 
functionaries do not even enter the work demanded by labourers in the MGNREGA 
Management Information System (MIS). This is information suppression at the source. 

¶ Lack of offline alternatives to capture work demand from labourers means that data on the 
MIS are being treated as the gospel truth. 

¶ Be that as it may, even this under-registered demand is being dishonoured by the 
government. Although work demand data (in person days) and employment-generated data 
are available at a panchayat level, aggregate data at the national level are only presented 
for employment generated. 

¶ Thus, under-registered national demand is captured but intentionally not reported. By doing 
this, the Central government is trying to hide its violation of the extent of under-provision of 
work. 

¶ delay by the Central government (called stage 2 delays) is captured in the system, it is 
intentionally suppressed to avoid paying delay compensation τ another violation of the Act. 

Discuss how data manipulation affects implementation of the scheme. E.g 

Delays in payments, and unmet demand for work affects livelihood etc. 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
 
Introd uction : 
                The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) aims 
at  enhancing the livelihood security of people in rural areas  by guaranteeing hundred days of 
wage-employment in a financial year to a rural househo ld whose a dult mem bers volunteer to do 
unskilled manual work . 
It guarantees the  ôright to workõ and  ensures livelihood security  in rural areas. It ensures 
women empowerment by providing equal wages and reser vation for women. It also aims at 
reducing rural - urban mig ration a nd creation and maintenance of rural assets and environmental 
protection . 
 
Body : 
                A recent study has found that data manipulation in the MGNREGA is leading to  gross 
violations  in its implementation.  In recent years, there ha ve been a t least  74 reported 
starvation deaths , with 60 cases having occurred in the last two years across parts of India like 
Jharkand. A  hastily produced and insensitive language report concludes  that none  of these 
deaths was due to starvation or connect ed to MGN REGA. The  governments in the State and Centre 
are demonstrating alarming indifference in this matter and are covering up realities by deliberately 
manipulating and obfuscating data . 
The data manipul ation under MNREGA has lead to severe underreport ing of wo rk : 
¶ MGNRE GA is a  demand -driven programme , i.e., work must be provided within 15 days of 

demanding work failing which the Centre must pay an unemployment allowance (UA) . 
¶ A UA report is generated but rarely implemented due to funds crunch . 
¶ Field fun ctionarie s donõt even enter the work demanded by labourers in the MGNREGA 

Management Information System (MIS), leading to  information suppression at the 
source . 

¶ Lack of offline alternatives to capture work d emand from labourers means that data on the 
MIS a re being treated a s the only truth . 

¶ Although work demand data (in person days) and employment -generated data are available 
at a panchayat level,  aggregate data at the national level are only presented  for 
employment generated . 

¶ Thus,  under -registered nation al demand  is captured but intentionally not reported . 
¶ By doing this, the Central government is trying to hide its violation of the  extent of under -

provision of work . 
¶ The delay in the payment of wages which i s captured in the system i s intentionally 

suppres sed to  avoid paying delay compensation . 
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Impacts of such data manipulation leads to many legal and ethical violations : 
¶ Based on analysis of work demand and employment generated for over 5,700 panchayats 

acros s 20 States (for 2017 -18 a nd the first three quar ters of 2018 -19), the  employment 
generated was about 33% lower than the registered work demand, and last year, about 
30% lower . 

¶ About 16 States still show a negative balance which shows the  continued lack of  funds. 
The Centreõs oft-repeated claims of the òhighest ever allocationó are dubious and 
meaningless because if the allocation  does not honour work demand  and it is a violation 
of the Act . 

¶ Contrary to the Central governmentõs claims of there being more th an 90% payments on 
time , the study found of more than 9 m illion transactions that  only 21% payments were 
made  on time in 2016 -17.The trend continued in 2017 -18 . 

¶ Further, the  Central governme nt alone was causing an average delay of over 50 days 
in the disbu rsement of wages to labourers , as against the man dated 15 -days else a delay 
compensation . 

¶ This not only reflects contempt of court by the Central government but is also 
an  insensitive assaul t on people and a deliberate hiding of the truth ; leading to loss of 
countless lives . 

Way Forward : 
¶ The Supreme Cour t in  the  Swaraj Abhiyan vs. Union of India  case stated that said that 

the delay caused in stage -2 was not taken into account for the purpose of payment of 
compensation . 

¶ Before the ruling, only stage -1 delays  were proposed to be compensated. The court urges  
the Cen tre that they should also share the blame if they cause the delay in stage -2, failing 
which the prescribed compensation would be paid . 

¶ The Centre has now suggested a new format to compensate payments . 
¶ Incorporation of  ICT infrastructure  at grassroo ts level , so that the data is available in 

public leading to  better transparency and accountability . 
¶ Social audits,  mandated by law under MGN REGA, should be strengthened to reduce the 

data suppression and un der -representation of job demand . 
Conclusion : 
The proper implementation of MGNREGA, among other measures, can go a long way in improving 
the life and the livelihoods of many distresses rural  citizens. The triple, correlated crisis ñ a lack 
of sufficient fu nds, rampant payment delays, and abysmal wage rat es shoul d be fought out 
by better implementation of the scheme . 
 

Q) Discuss the r ecently released guidelines to re -energize and reinvigorate the Jan 

Shikshan Sansthans .  (250 words ) 
Pib 

Why  this  questio n  

Jan Shikshan Sansthans is an important institution related to skill development in India and the 
government has released guidelines to further strengthen and reinvigorate the Jan Shikshan 
Sansthans. In this context it is important to discuss those guidelines in detail. 

Directive  wor d  

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key  dema nd  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to write in detail about the recently released guidelines to re-energize and 
reinvigorate the Jan Shikshan Sansthans. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction - write a few introductory lines about the  JSS. e.g JSSs can play an important role in 
bridging information asymmetry between skill training and market opportunities thereby giving an 
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impetus to the creation of a workforce equipped in technology-driven skills, including in areas like 
health & wellness, tourism, e-commerce, retail and trade. 

Body - 

Discuss in detail the related guidelines. E.g 

¶ Alignment of JSS course and curriculum to National Skill Qualification Framework (NSQF) to 
standardize training 

¶ Decentralization of powers for JSSs- giving more accountability and independence to district 
administration 

¶ To identify and promote traditional skills in the district through skilling /  upskilling; 

¶ Evidence based assessment system 

¶ Easy Online certification 

¶ Linking JSS to PFMS (Public Finance Management system) maintaining transparency and 
accountability of the ecosystem 

¶ Creating livelihood linkages etc. 

Conclusion - based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introduction : 
¶ Jan Shikshan Sansthan (formerly known as  Shramik Vidyapee th ) have a challenging 

mandate of  providing vocational skills to non -literate, neo -literates as well as school 
drop -outs  by identifying skills that have a market in the region of their establishment . 

¶ The JSSs are unique, they  link literacy with vocational skills  and provide large doses of 
Life Enrichment Education (LEE) to the people . 

¶ They aim for convergence with other stakeholders in society. It is their endeavour to shape 
their benefi ciaries into sel f reliant and self -assured employees and entrepreneurs . 

  
Body : 
        Recently, comprehensive reforms for Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS) were released, to further 
strengthen the skills ecosystem benefiting those in the underprivileged sectio ns of society. T he 
new norms are expected to  help identify and promote traditional skills in the district  through 
skilling / upskilling;  create livelihood linkages  and  boost training of trainers  to develop the 
capacity through  National Skills Training Insti tutes . 
  
Key hig hlights of the guidelines are : 
  
¶ Alignment of JSS cour se and curriculum to National Skill Qualification Framework (NSQF) 

to standardize training . 
¶ Decentralization of powers for JSSs - giving more accountability and independence to 

district a dministration . 
¶ To identify and promote traditional skills in the distr ict through skilling / upskilling ; 
¶ Evidence based assessment system . 
¶ Easy Online certification . 
¶ Linking JSS to PFMS (Public Finance Management system) maintaining transparency and 

accoun tability of the ecosyste m 
¶ Creating livelihood linkages . 

          
The new guidelines re -energize and reinvigorate the JSS a s 
  
¶ They have been reformed keeping in mind the  diverse stake -holders engaged in running 

these institutions . 
¶ The JSS can play an important role in br idging information asymmetry between skill 

training an d market opportunities thereby giving an impetus to the creation of a workforce 
equipped in technology -driven skills, including in areas like health & wellness, t ourism, e -
commerce, retail and trade . 
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¶ By aligning JSSs to the National Skill Framework, the go vernment aims to 
provide  standardised training across sectors . 

¶ This is an important step towards the convergence of all skilling activities under the aegis 
of one  ministry, bringing in transparency and accountability to the entire skilling 
ecosystem . 

¶ Out o f the 247 active JSSs, we already have 43 JSSs established  across 42 Aspirational 
Districts  identified by NITI Aayog . 

¶ A few more in the  LWE (left -wing extremism a ffected) regions  will be soon introduced  to 
promote skill development of the youth in the regi on and help them connect back into 
mainstream economy . 

  
Conclusion : 

¶ JSS has the potential to  boost skill training and entrepreneurship in the remotest 
corners of  the country . It can further strengthen the skills ecosystem benefiting those in 
the  underpriv ileged sections of society . 

 

Q) The endorsement of bankrupt cy law and its provisions by supreme court marks 

an end of òdefaulterõs paradiseó. Examine.  (250 words ) 
Indianexpress  
Financialexpress  

Why  this  questio n  

The article focuses on what it means now that the supreme court has upheld the insolvency and 
bankruptcy code in its entirely. The code has made a marked improvement in improving the 
insolvency proceedings in our country and the article examines how the verdict will make it even 
better. 

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to explain how IBC helps in dealing with defaulters, the reason why it was 
challenged in the court, details of the SC verdict and the implications of the same. 

Dir ective  wor d  

Examine ς When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any . 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction  ς Explain about the IBC. 

Bod y  

Discuss the issues with the code that were bring challenge 

¶ Section 29A of IBC 

¶ Section 12A of IBC etc 

Discuss the verdict of the supreme court and how it helps in putting an end to ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘŜǊΩǎ paradise 

¶ tightening of section 29A which ensures that wilful defaulters or those who have been 
classified as NPAs for more than a year will not be eligible to submit a resolution plan. This 
means bankers will now be able to recover their dues faster. 

¶ apex ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ ruling establishes the hierarchy of creditors with bankers now right on top and 
operational creditors (OCs) below them; OCs were seeking a status equal to that of financial 
creditors and a seat on the Committee of Creditors. The judges noted that OCs had enough 
safeguards to protect their interests. 

¶ This ruling has far-reaching implications for the promoters of big defaulting companies on 
the block such as Essar Steel and Bhushan Power & Steel 

Conclusion  ς Give your view and discuss way forward. 
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Introduction : 
                The Government of India implemented the Insolvency and Bankruptc y Code (IBC) 
to  consolidate all laws related to inso lvency and bankruptcy and to tackle Non -Performing 
Assets (NPA),  a problem that has been pulling the Indian economy down for  years . 
                Before the introduction of IBC, it took companies about four to five years to dissolve its 
operations;  the n umber has dropped drastically to a year . This has not only increased the  ease 
of doing business  but also imbibed a  stronger sense of trust in lenders and investors . 
 
Body : 
 
Certain sections of the IBC were posing a challenge to the process : 
¶ Section 29 of I BC: 

o It disallows defaulting promoters and related persons from bidding for assets . 
o The intent is very clear that the defaultin g promoters should not be in the driverõs 

seat once again . 
o It ensures that wilfu l defaulters or those who have been classified as NPAs for more 

than a year will not be eligible to submit a resolution plan . 
¶ Section 12A  of IBC : 

o It allows the corporate debtor  another chance to make good on the default and retain 
control over the firm eve n after the case is admitted to NCLT . 

o Under this p rovision, the adjudicating authority may allow the case to be withdrawn 
from insolvency proceedings if 90 per cent of the comm ittee of creditors (CoCs) agrees 
to it . 

o Financial creditors , who form the CoC, m ay agree to such a proposal from the 
corporate deb tor if the settlement amount offered is greater than the value they 
expect to receive through the IBC process . 

o Operational cre ditors  provide services to companies and have the right to initiate 
insolvency p roceedings if their payments are defaulted upon. B ut  code bars them 
for participating in the resolution process through the committee of creditors . 

The above sections had becom e contentious and the constitutional validity of IBC was questioned 
as a violati on of Article 14 of the Constitution. The Supreme Court  rejected the challenges 
mounted by some promoters who had defaulted . It  upheld the Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code (IBC)  in its entirety , putting an end to the doubts and issues raised . 
 
The verdict hel ps in putting an end to defaulterõs paradise as 
¶ IBC manages to get an  exit mechanism  which would help the  reallocation of capital and 

ease the huge debt burden of banks in India . 
¶ IBC has become  an effective tool for creditors , with a threat to refer a case  under the 

insolvency law helping force many debt ors to come to the negotiating table . 
¶ In 1,500 cases admi tted until end -December 2018, only 79 ended in an approval of the 

resolution plans and liquidation in a little over 300 cases. The verdict will now he lp the 
numbers to rise further . 

¶ The Court has dir ected the government to set up circuit benches within six  months to 
quicken the process of reducing pile of bad debts . 

¶ Tightening of section 29A which ensures that wilful defaulters or those who have been 
classified as NPAs for more than a year will not be  eligible to submit a resolution plan. This 
means bankers  will now be able to recover their dues faster . 

¶ the verdict establishes the hierarchy of creditors with bankers now right on top and 
operational credi tors (OCs) below them . 

¶ Lowering the voting thresh old for creditors to 66%, from 75%, is another pragmatic move 
which will prevent a handful of lenders from disrupting the process and pushing the 
company towards liquidation . 

 
Conclusion : 
                IBC as a structural reform has demonstrable impact, which is reflected in behavioural 
change among debtors, creditors and other stakeholders, it is the IBC or the insolvency law which 
has trumped even the GST.  The Supreme Courtõs verdict upholding the IBC is in entirety is a 
shot in  the arm for the law, red ucing the NPA crisis and big boost to ease of doing business . 
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Topic ɀ Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the 

performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection 

and betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

Q) There is scant focus on improving the situation with respect to bonded labour in 

India desp ite it being unconstitutional. Analyze.                                     (250 words)  
The hindu  

Why  this  question  

Close to 80 years since the constitution came into being, the prevalence of bonded labour is a stark 
reminder that we still need to get rid of many such socially inappropriate practices. This question 
would enable you to discuss the magnitude of the problem and think of ways of handling such 
problem. 

Directive  word  

Analyze ς When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Key  demand  of  the  question  

The question expects us to explain the status of bonded labour in India, discuss the legal framework 
to curb bonded labour, explain the reasons why bonded labour in India still continues and discuss 
the way forward. 

Structure  of  the  answer  

Introduction  ς Explain what is meant by bonded labour 

Body  

Discuss the status quo with respect to bonded labour in India ς The Global Slavery Index 2016 
estimated there to be 1.8 crore Indians in modern slavery, including bondedness, while the 
International Labour Organisation said there were 1.17 crore bonded labourers in 2014. 

Explain the legal and constitutional protections against bonded labour ς practice was abolished 
under the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976 etc 

Discuss the reason why bonded labour still persists ς government relies on rescue and rehabilitation 
only, a multi pronged approach focussing on conducting a survey and enforcement of the law is 
required 

Conclusion  ς Highlight that continuation of bonded labour reflects poorly on LƴŘƛŀΩǎ track record 
on social justice and discuss way forward. 

  
Introduction:  
        Bonded Labour, also known as  debt sla very or Debt Bondage , is the pledge of a perso nõs 
services as security for the repayment for a debt or other obligation, where the terms of the 
repayme nt are not clearly or reasonably stated, and t he person who is holding the debt and thus 
has some control  over the labourer, does not intend to ever ad mi t that the debt has been repaid.  
        The International Labour Organisation  estimates that around 50 % of victims of forced 
labour in the private e conomy are affected by debt bondage ð around 8 million peop le worldwide . 
In South Asia it still flourishe s in agriculture, brick kilns, mills, mines and factories.  
  
Body:  

¶ Bonded    labour    arises    through    a   confluence    of   complex    inter -linked    factors. The 
root of the problem lies in the social customs  and economic compulsions which is 
mentioned b elow 

Social Causes:  
¶ Extreme poverty, hunger and malnutrition in rural regions.  
¶ Immediate   òtriggersó  suc h  as  health   emergencies,   religious   ceremo nies,   dowries,   foo

d  shortages   or   the   sudden   loss   of  a  job   or   an   income   earner  
¶ Worker Illite racy and lack of access to information.  
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¶ Discrimination and social exclusion based on religion, ethnicity or caste.  
¶ Dominance of Social Elites.  
¶ Bonder l abour is inter -generational; the debts pass on from one gen eration to next.  

  
Economic Causes:  
¶ Impoverish ed workers   seek  loans   or   advance   from   an   employer   or   labour   They land 

in a vicious cycle of deb t which the loanee canõt repay. 
¶ Non-availabili ty and accessibility issues of formal credit system to the lowest strata of 

society.  
¶ Employer monopolies on local financial and labour markets.  
¶ Large presence of private money -lenders who lend at exorbitant rat es. 

  
Situation of bonded labour in India:  
¶ The Global Slavery Index 2016  estimated there to be 1.8 crore Indians in modern slavery, 

including bondednes s. 
¶ The International Labour Organisation said there were 1.17 crore bonded labourers in 

2014.  
¶ India has t he most slaves in the world, according to G lobal Slavery Index.  
¶ National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data  reveals that more than 8,000 cases of human 

tra fficking were reported in 2016. More than half the victims i.e. 54 percent were trafficked 
for the purp ose of forced labour and sexual exploitatio n.  

¶ There has been no government -led nationwide survey since 19 78, despite each district 
having been given Rs . 4.5 lakh for such surveys.  

¶ Traffickers continue to source labour in socio -economically backward distric ts, an example 
being Bolangir in Odisha. Tr ibals and Dalits remain vulnerable.  

  
Various protections agai nst bonded labour:  
  
Constitutional: Article 2 3  of Indian constitution prohibits forced labour (begar) and other similar 
forms of forced labour.   Any c ontravention of this provision will be an o ffence punishable in 
accordance with law.  
  
Legal:  Parliament has enacted  Bonded Labour System (Abolition) A ct  in 1976  to curb bonded 
labour.   To further strengthen the employeeõs rights, the Minimum Wages Act, 19 48; Equal 
Remuneration Act, 1976  were enacted. However, the latter are applicable to organized sector of 
economy.  Section 370 of the Indian Penal Code  also gives teeth to fight bonded labour.  
        Recently , the Trafficking of Persons (prevention, protec tion and Rehabilitation) bill, 
2018  was introduced in the Parliament to provide a holistic protection to victims of Bonded 
Labour.  
 
Way Forward:  
¶ Three Pronged Strategy of ministry of Labour for the abolition of the bonded labour 

system:  
¶ The Bonded labour A ct, 1976 empowers executive magistrate s to exercise powers of judicial 

magistrate of first or second clas s for trial of offences.  
¶ Vigilance committees at  the district and sub -divisional levels  have been prescribed to 

identify and rehabilitate bonded labour ers.  
¶ A centrally -sponsored plan ñ Sche me for Rehabilitation of Bonded Labour  ñ is under 

implementation si nce 1978 under which the Centre and states con tr ibute Rs 10,000 each 
for cases of rehabilitation.  

¶ Regulatory attention must focus on trafficking rings and sectors.  
¶ Inter -state coordination mechanisms for migrant workers, including workplace 

improvements an d linking them to social security schemes.  Exa mp le : PM Jandhan Yojana 
for financial inclusion.  

¶ A broad nation -based survey  is needed to find out the ex tent of Bonded labour. To create 
a dat abase of bonded labourers, the help of  NGOõs, Gram Panchayats can b e taken at the 
grassroots level.  
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¶ Creating micr o-financial access for vulnerable communities/vulnerable districts could 
help.  Example : micro -loans as gi ven in SHGs, Grameen Bank model of Ban gladesh  can 
be emulated.  

¶ Vulnerable families   also   need  non -finan cial   support:   services   like   adult   literac y 
training, subsidized health care and child care; support for sending their children to 
schools;   and   awareness -raising   on  social   issues   and   

  
Conclusion:  
Bonded labour is a scourge on India, which exist s even after 70 years of Independence. There i s 
an urgent need to take measures which are bold and holistic response to a socioeconomic problem 
of labo ur exploitation and this can help India realise  SDG 8.7.  

 

Q) Ujjwala scheme is a  novel initiative which needs to iron out its implementation 

issues. Discuss .                                                                                         (250 words)  
Livemint  

Why  this  question  

The article does a critical analysis of the achievements and limitations of Ujjwala scheme and will 
enable you to develop your perspective on the achievements made under the scheme. 

Directive  word  

Discuss ς This is an all-encompassing directive ς you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both 
for and against arguments. 

Key  demand  of  the  question  

The question expects us to explain the Ujjwala initiative, highlight the achievements of the scheme, 
bring out the critical implementation gaps that serve as a hindrance. Finally, we need to give our 
view on the success of Ujjwala scheme and discuss way forward. 

Structure  of  the  answer  

Introduction  ς Explain about Ujjwala scheme. 

Body  

Discuss the achievements made under the scheme 

¶ The program has gained traction and its ambit expanded to include 80 million poor families 
from the earlier target of 50 million families with an additional allocation of пΣулл crore. 

¶ The clean fuel protects users from inhaling smoke and also helps the poor avoid going to 
unsafe areas to collect firewood. 

¶ LPG coverage has touched 90%, with a significant increase in eastern states, with 48% of the 
beneficiaries being SC/STs 

Explain the concerns in implementation of the scheme 

¶ There have been a lacklustre approach of people towards refilling of cylinders 

¶ logistics of issuing the connections also have kinks that require ironing out. 

¶ Aadhar seeding also faces issues caused by data discrepancies, especially where the spelling 
of names is concerned as a result of which applicants can find themselves unable to register 
for the scheme. 

Discuss how the government is dealing with such implementation challenges 

Conclusion  ς Give your opinion on the success of the scheme and discuss way forward. 
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Introduction:  
        Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) is a scheme of the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural 
Gas for providing LPG connections  to women f rom Below Poverty Line (BPL) households . It aims 
to safeguard the health of wom en & children by providing them with a clean cooking fuel ð LPG, 
so that they donõt have to compromise their health in smoky kitchens or wander in unsafe areas 
collec ting firewo od. 
        

 
Body:  

¶ India is home to more than 24 Crore households out of whic h about 10 Crore households 
are still deprived of LPG as cooking fuel and have to rely on firewood, coal, dung ð cakes 
etc. as primary source of cookin g. 

¶ The PMUY has  helped the spread of LPG cylinders predominantly in the urban and semi -
urban areas with t he coverage mostly in middle class and affluent households.  

 
The achievements of PMUY are         
Expansion in Coverage:  
¶ The Cabinet Committee on Econom ic Affairs (CCE A) approved expanding the scope of 

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana to cover poor families no t having LPG connections and not 
covered under the existing beneficiary categories. This raises the scope to  8 Crore 
beneficiaries.  

¶ While previously th e connections were given ba sed on the 2011 Socio -Economic Caste 
Census (SECC), the list was later expande d to include providing free cooking gas connection 
to all SC/ST households, forest dwellers, most backward classes, inhabitants of islands, 
nomadic tri bes, tea estates and benefi ciaries of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana and Antyodaya 
Yojana. Now, it has been e xtended to all poor.  

¶ LPG coverage has touched  90%, with a significant increase in eastern states , with  48% 
of the beneficiaries being SC/STs.  

¶ The gover nm ent reports show that aro und 80% of the beneficiaries have been refilling 
cylinders, with average per c apita consumption being 3.28 cylinders.  

Reduced Drudgery and Health Benefits:  
¶ According to WHO estimates, about 5 lakh deaths in India alone due to unc lean cooking 

fuels. Most of  these premature deaths were due to non -communicable diseases such as 
heart di sease, stroke, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and lung cancer. Indoor air 
pollution is also responsible for a significant number of acute respir atory illnesses in young 
ch ildren. According to experts, having an open fire in the kitchen is like burni ng 400 
cigarettes an hour.  

¶ PMUY reduces these ill -effects by providing clean fuel and cutting out on drudgery. 
Increased use of cooking gas will shrink  the incidence of tuberculo sis in India, based on the 
statistics from the latest National Family Health S urvey (NFHS -4) on TB prevalence.  

Boost to Employment:  
¶ PMUY has resulted in an additional employment of around 1 Lakh and provide business 

opportunity o f at least Rs. 10,000 Crore  in last 3 Years to the Indian Industry.  
¶ The scheme has also provided a boost to the ôMake in Indiaõ campaign as all the 

manufacturers of cylinders, gas stoves, regulators, and gas hose are domestic.  
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Women Empowermen t:  
¶ PMUY has h elped in reducing the drud gery.  
¶ Women who are usually the victims of such drudgery are now saved from dan ger of 

collecting firewood by hiking long distances.  
¶ The time saved can be used in socio - economically productive activities like  Self -Hel p 

Group activ ities.  
Global Recognition:  
¶ The World Health Organisation  hailed PMUY as decisive intervention by the gove rnment 

to facilitate the switch to clean household energy use, thereby addressing the problems 
associated with Indoor Household Pollution.  

  
However, g iven the  scale  of the sche me there are some  implementation shortcomings  of the 
scheme  
  
Cost issues:  
¶ Cons umers were paying market price for refills till the loan repayment for stove and first 

refill was made. This led to some consumers not goi ng in for suc h refills.  
¶ Economic Burden : The increased monthly expenditure  has shied many consumers away 

from LPG and lured them back to firewood and cow -dung cakes.  
¶ The CEEW study  across Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Bihar, West Bengal 

and Odi sha found peo ple were unwilling to pay up front Rs.900 -1,000 for a 14 kg refill.  
¶ A CRISIL Study  shows that of those sur veyed, 86% said they had not shifted from biomass 

to LPG because the price of installing a connection was too high. Almost the same number  
ð 83% ð said  the price of refills was too high.  

Administrative issues : 
¶ The government claims that around 80% of the b eneficiaries have been refilling cylinders, 

with average per capita consumption being 3.28 cylinders. But there are implementation 
issues with the sche me in Madhya Pradesh, for in stance.  

¶ Aadhar seeding also faces issues caused by data discrepancies, especi ally where the spelling 
of names is concerned as a result of which applicants can find themselves unable to register 
for the scheme.  

Logistic issues:  
¶ Lack of LPG cylinder bottli ng plants near rural areas and connectivity issues especially in 

the tribal are as. 
¶ Last -mile connectivity and delivery still poses a great challenge.  

Safety and Behavioural issues:  
¶ Safety has been another  concern about distributio n of LPG connection, espec ially to BPL 

families. Lack of awareness and safety amenities in beneficiary ho useholds have increased 
the likelihood of accidents.  

¶ Cow-dung cakes lying around the house all the time. Hence, LPG cylinders  are used on 
special occas ions or during some kind o f emergency or when itõs entirely too hot to burn 
wood.  

¶ The CRISIL report also noted that 37% of households in rural areas procure cooking fuel or 
free.  

¶ Agency:  Most rural women do not have a say in deter mining when a refill is or dered, even 
though the con nection is in their name.  

  
Way Forward:  
¶ Increase Affordability:  A case in poin t is state -run fuel retailers introducing a 5kg refill 

option to make purchases affordable.  
¶ Increase Accessibility:  Gas Agenc ies should be set up withi n 10km radius, especially in  

the rural and remote areas to increase accessibility.  
¶ Increase Availability:  Alternatives like Gas -grid and piped connections in cities and areas 

near the bottling plants can free up the cylinders for other areas.  
¶ Promote ôGive it upõ: The initiative of  the government to persuade the well -off to give up 

the LPG subsidies has added  to the corpus of PMUY. Similar initiatives can be promoted.  
¶ Encourage Private Players  to set up LPG franchises at rural area s. 
¶ Sensitization and Educa tion  of safe use of LPG th ough LPG Panchayats, NGOõs etc. 
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Conclusion:  
        PMUY is a novel scheme ha ving twin benefits of women empowerment as well as 
environmental conservation. Ironing out the implementation issues can reap  the envisioned 
benefits a nd lead to a sustainable f ut ure in energy consumption.  
 

Q) Direct income support has been cas t as a panacea for ending mass poverty. 

Critically examine in this context the idea presented by Arvind Subramaniam and 

others regarding direct income support.  (250 words ) 
Livemint  

Why  this  questio n  

With elections round the corner, the issue of Direct income support has again come into the political 
limelight. This article examines the pros and cons of such a measure and will help you in building a 
perspective on the issue. 

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects you to explain the contours of such a measure and thereafter, highlight the 
pros and cons of it. In the end, we need to provide a fair and balanced opinion about the utility of 
guaranteed basic income and discuss the way forward. 

Direc tive  wor d  

Critically examine ς When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get 
into details, and find out the causes or implications if any .When ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΩ is suffixed or prefixed to 
a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure  of  the  ans we r  

Introduction  ς Explain that Direct income support  has become a major talking point and explain 
what it means. 

Bod y  

Explain the form that direct income support might take in the country. Explain the idea put forth by 
Arvind Subramaniam and others 

¶ direct cash transfer to 60-80% of the rural poor that will work as an effective cushion against 
rural distress. Using an illustrative calculation, the article argues that annual transfer of 
муΣллл or мΣрлл a month to three-fourths of the rural population can be covered at a fiscal 

cost of about 1.3% of gross domestic product (GDP), or 2.64 trillion in 2019-20 prices. 

Discuss the pros and cons of the idea of direct basic income. Highlight that the idea has been toyed 
around by members of Planning commission earlier. 

Conclusion  ς Based on your discussion, give your opinion and discuss way forward. 
  
Introduction : 

Direct income support is a form of social security in which  all citizens  or residents  of a 
country regularly receive an  unconditional sum of money , either from a government or some 
other public institution, in addition to any inco me received from elsewhere . The payment is enough 
to cover the cost of living. The goal is to prov ide financial security . 
        The state of Sikkim recently announced that UBI will be implemented in state by 2022. 
States like AP, Odisha have come up with  Direct income support to farmers to end agrarian 
distress . 
        
Body : 
Previous attempts at DIS : 
¶ A group of economists at the Planning Commission in  1962 , led by  Pitambar Pant , wrote 

about how every citizen could be guaranteed a minimum standard of livi ng by 1977, or 15 
years la ter . 
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¶ They said that families in the  top eight income deciles  would benef it from accelerating 
growth, while those in the bottom two deciles would need some form of direct income 
support to maintain a minimum standard of living . 

¶ So, the idea of an income tra nsfer was basically meant for the poorest fifth of the population, 
which  was not in a position to take advantage of the opportunities that would become 
available from economic expansion . 

 
Recent proposal : 

¶ The recent proposal is by four economists ñJosh Felman, Boban Paul, M.R. Sharan 
and Arvind Subramanian . They have recommende d an  income support scheme in 
which the bottom eight deciles in rural India  (or the bottom four deciles in the 
country as a whole) wi ll need income support . 

The pros  of DIS  include : 
¶ Progressive:  more progressive than a farm loan waiver or the Rythu Bandhu scheme in 

Telangana, which benefit landowners rather than tenants or farm workers . 
¶ Fights Poverty and vulnerability : Poverty and vuln erability will be reduced in one fell 

swoop. It increases equality among citizens as envisaged in our DPSP . 
¶ Fiscally pruden t : the fiscal cost will be manageable, since the income transfers will be 

funded by money released from the scrapping of schemes such  as the Fasal Bima Yojana 
and the fertilizer subsidy . 

¶ Choice:  A UBI treats beneficiaries as agents and entrusts citizens wi th the responsibility of 
using welfare spending as they see best; this may not be the case with in -kind transfers. 
Nobel laureate  Ama rtya Sen  had also propound ed that  choice  should be given to people, 
which will lead to development . 

¶ Better targeting of poo r : As all individuals are targeted,  exclusion error  (poor being left 
out) is  zero  though inclusion error (rich gaining access to the scheme) is 60 percent . 

¶ Fig hting technological unemployment:  With IR4.0 on the rise, there is an increase in the 
automation leading to loss of many white and blue collared jobs. UBI can act as a sort of 
security net for the millions of people who will be le ft jobless by the tech rev olution . 

¶ Insurance against shocks : This income floor will provide a safety net against health, 
in come and other shocks . 

¶ Administrative efficiency : A UBI in place of a plethora of separate government schemes 
will reduce the administrative burden on the stat e. 

The cons  of DIS : 
¶ Lack of Political will:  moving budgetary allocations from the fertilizer subs idy to direct 

income support is affecting politi cal equilibrium. This in effect would entail a shift of 
spending from large farmers to the rural poor. The poli tical parties fear backlash from the 
voters . 

¶ Rising Economy of India:  The growing support for a b asic income in developed countries 
comes against  the backdrop of stagnant median incomes over several decades. The current 
Indian context is quite different. I ncomes have been rising across the spectrum even after 
taking into account higher levels of inequ ality . 

¶ Definition of Poor:  The last official dat a comes from the NSSO Consumer Expenditure 
Survey for 2011 -12. The latest survey for 2017 -18 is done, but it wi ll take some time for the 
numbers to be made public. There may thus be a need to reassess what co nstitutes the 
minimum consumption basket used to  define poverty in India. Much of the subsequent 
basic income calculations will have to be rejigged . 

¶ Poor fisca l capacity:  India doesnõt have the fiscal capacity to implement Universal Basic 
Income. Economic Survey calculations showed that a  75% universali ty rate with an 
annual Universal Basic Income of Rs 7,620 per year at 2016 -17 prices will cost about 
5% of the GDP.  Economist Pranab Bardhan showed that an  inflation - indexed Universal 
Basic Income of Rs 10,0 00 at 2014 -15 prices ñabout three -quarters of tha t yearõs 
poverty line ñwill cost about 10% of the GDP . 

¶ Distort labour Market:  Universal Basic Income can create distortions in the labour market. 
A steady, permanent and guaranteed income without any work is l ikely to affect labour 
mobility and participatio n. It can cause a rise in the wages too . 

¶ Exposure to market risks (cash vs. food):  Unlike food subsidies that a re not subject to 
fluctuating market prices, a cash transferõs purchasing power may severely be curtailed by 
market fluctuations . 
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Conclusion : 

¶ The case to  reshuffle government spending from non -merit subsidies to cash transfers 
to the poor is a compelling o ne . But, as the Planning Commission economists pointed 
out in 1962, there can be  no frontal attac k on mass poverty without accelerating 
economic growth . Let economic growth work for the top eight deciles, while the focus of 
government welfare spending shou ld be on the bottom two deciles that are denied 
opportunities for various social or geographical reasons . 

¶ The more important task over the long term is to create fiscal space to boost spending on 
rural public goods, as well as basic services such as healt h and education . 

 

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, 

Education, Human Resources. 

Q) Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya Yoj ana has a number of challenges to contend with 

as it seeks to improve th e status of healthcare in In dia. Discu ss.             (250 words)  
Finan cial express  

Why  this  question  

The article delves deep into the challenges that are likely to come before PMJAY as it tries to address 
the issue of out of pocket expenditure in healthcare. This question would help you understand the 
challenges that lay before this scheme and how to overcome them. 

Key  demand  of  the  question  

The question expects us to explain about PMJAY and thereafter, bring out the likely challenges before 
the scheme. We need to explain these challenges in detail and bring out the ways through which we 
can address them. Finally, we need to provide a fair and balanced opinion regarding the possibility 
of PMJAY becoming a success and discuss the way forward. 

Directive  word  

Discuss ς This is an all-encompassing directive ς you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both 
for and against arguments. 

Structure  of  the  answer  

Introduction  ς Explain about PMJAY. 

Body  

Bring out the various challenges involved for the future of the scheme 

o How the programme propose to level the playing field between the public and private 
hospitals, as public hospitals would continue receiving budgetary support 

o Issues over how lower-middle class and middle-class households are brought under the fold 
in this programme etc 

Discuss about the ways through which these challenges can be addressed going forward. 

Conclusion  ς Mention that it is important to make longer-term commitments and resolve 
programme uncertainties, especially with regard to the inclusion of the APL and discuss the way 
forward. 

  
In troduction:  

¶ Pradhan Mantri J an ArogyaY ojana (PM -JAY), introduced under the ambit of Ayushman 
Bharat, aims to reduce the financial burden  on poor and vulnerable groups arising out of 
cat astrophic hospital episodes and ensure their access to quality health s ervices was 
conceived.  

¶ It wi ll have of fer a benefit cover of Rs. 500,000 per family per year data (approx. 50 crore 
beneficiaries). PM -JAY will cover medical and hospitalization expense s for almost all 
secondary care and most of tertiary care procedures.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/01/3-pradhan-mantri-jan-aarogya-yojana-has-a-number-of-challenges-to-contend-with-as-it-seeks-to-improve-the-status-of-healthcare-in-india-discuss-250-words/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/01/3-pradhan-mantri-jan-aarogya-yojana-has-a-number-of-challenges-to-contend-with-as-it-seeks-to-improve-the-status-of-healthcare-in-india-discuss-250-words/
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/pm-jay-can-it-rise-to-the-challenge/1429238/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  84 www.insightsias.com  

SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 

The program certainly has a g ood intent  of giving the best of the medical services at lowest 
prices to the economically weaker, deprived sections of the society. The program is fraught with 
many challenges that can hinder its outcome.  

  
1.  Finance:  At about 1. 3% of the national income, I ndiaõs public healthcare spending between 

2008 and 2015, has virtually remained stagnant. It is a herculean task to implement a 
scheme that could potentially cost Rs 5 lakh per person and benefit 53.7 crore out of Ind iaõs 
121 cr ore citizenry, or roughly ab out 44% of  the countryõs population. Because inflation in 
healthcare expenses has been known to increase fas ter than general inflation, the problem 
is likely to get worse in the future.  

 
2.  Doctor -Density Ratio:  The WHO reports the  doctor -density ratio in Ind ia at 8 pe r 10,000 

people. To achieve such access, merely increasing the number of primary and secondary 
healthcare centres is not enough. Access should be equitable. Infrastructure creation and 
quantity of healthcare  centres sh ould go hand -in -hand.  

 
3.  Popul ist measur es of the government:  The idea of bringing the Above Poverty Line (APL) 

population in the unorgani sed sector under ambit of scheme has been a bone of contention. 
A sizeable part would remain uninsured ñmostly  lower -midd le class and middle -class 
ho useholds  whose income -earning members work in the unorganised sector. The high cost 
of insurance as compared  to PMJAY would deter this section from being insured.  

 
4.  Lack of level playing field between the public and pr ivate hospi tals : This has been a 

major concern as  public hospitals would continue receiving budgetary support. This would 
dissuade the private play ers from actively participating in the scheme.  

 
5.  Additional incentives to the private players:  The setting up hospitals i n the underserved 

areas by p rivate pla yers can happen when there are incentives from the State. Lack of this 
would maintain status quo o f last mile medical care which is in shackles.  

 
6.  Improper support infrastructure of IT:  The programme is being  rolled out  hurriedly, even 

before the necessary systems and processes have been developed fully and tested for their 
robustness. This has led to c ontinued Out of Pocket Expenditure for the poor pushing many 
into poverty.  

  
Other Concerns : 
¶ The crucial dete rminant of PMJAYõs success lies at the state gove rnment level as public 

health is a state subject.  
¶ The experience from previous centrally -sponsored  schemes is that line ministries have often 

created too many requirements and required excessive standardisat ion, thereb y stressing 
on top -down appr oach.  

  
Way Forward:  
¶ The APL population need not be included immediately but, say, in a couple of years.  
¶ Focus on health insurance penetration for the APL for time -being . 
¶ The budgetary support being granted to public hospitals c an be given as incentives to  

private p layers in underserved areas.  
¶ The National Health Authority set up as an independent authority shou ld provide for less 

interference from the government, thereby encouraging private players to participa te. 
¶ A binding poli cy commitment is imperative so as to r educe policy uncertainty and enable 

investments in hospital infrastructure.  
  
Conclusion:  

¶ PM-JAY seeks to accelerate Indiaõs progress towards achievement of Universal Health 
Coverage (UHC) and Sustain able Development G oal ð 3 (SDG3).  
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Q) The era of spe cialisation has its own achi evements b ut it has also created narrow 

reductionist viewpoints on environment and nature. Comment.                (250 words)  
The hindu  

Why  this  quest ion  

Specialization of fields of education and profession is an ever-growing phenomena. The article 
discusses what it entails for the society in terms of technological and economic progress and what 
are its effects in terms of our interaction towards nature. 

Directive  word  

Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon.   

Key  demand  of  the  question.  

The question wants us to express our knowledge and understanding about the pros and cons of 
specialization that we have witnessed since the onset of modern economies and express our opinion 
as to how it affects our understanding as well as response towards nature. 

Structure  of  the  ans wer  

Introduction ς write a few introductory lines about the  growing importance of specialization like 
in the fields of medicine, management, research etc. 

Body - 

Discuss why specialization has occurred in the modern society.e.g  With greater and deeper 
development of various fields of science, technology and even the social sciences, specialisation is 
inevitable and even necessary in the contemporary world. This has yielded many important, even 
life-saving results etc. 

Discuss the perils of specialization. E.g it leads members of the knowledge industry to see little 
beyond their bulwarks; The world views of highly specialised domains are often so distinct that they 
have created not only disparate paradigms but distinct worlds; It, therefore, becomes difficult or 
impossible for an economist to appreciate the importance and value of biodiversity or why its loss is 
a major casualty (unless he or she tries to monetise it), or for an engineer to understand why 
decentralised solar power that allows greater democratisation among local communities is an 
opportunity to be grabbed instead of installing large solar parks by mega-corporations; corporate 
interests, personal promotion, careerism and pandering to their own vested interests create elite 
networks of corruption etc. 

Conclusion- based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introduction:  
¶ Polymaths are people who have excelled in diverse pursuits, and several of those polymaths 

left us with some very practical advi ce on how to succeed.  
¶ With a focus o n expertise, polymaths are b ecoming ra re in the 21st century. Specialisation 

in various fields like medicine, management, sports etc. has led to ivory towers in each field 
which has led to least concern for externalities  of specialisation.  

 
        People like Leonardo da Vinci (arti st and hel icopter designer), Benjamin Franklin (founding 
father, inventor, and all -around lady -killer), Pa ul Robeson (scholar, athlete, actor, and civil rights 
activist), and even Steve Jobs ( engineer, businessman extraordinaire , and marketing mastermind) 
are few ex amples of Polymaths.  
  
Body:  
¶ We live in an age where deep -specialization is highly encouraged. T he more deeply you 

specialize, the wealthier your prospects are is the common belief.  
  
Specialisation and its achievement s: 
¶ They have in -depth knowle dge of the  subject matter.  
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¶ They can allocate all of their attention and focus on one field.  
¶ They are regar ded as experts in the field, and can act as consultants.  
¶ The achievements in t he field of medicine like vaccines against E pidemics, minimum 

invasive s urgeries, cadaver transplantations has helped save many lives.  
¶ Engineers have helped developed technologie s which helped world see many industrial 

revolutions and currently at the cusp  of IR 4.0  
  
Perils of Specialisation on Env ironment and Nature:  
¶ It lead s members of the knowledge industry to see little beyond their bulwarks.  
¶ Theyõve been taught to focus so narrowly that they canõt look at a problem from different 

angles.  
¶ With increasing specialisation, there are experts who do not understand the connectio ns 

between  knowledge systems and ways of knowing. This leads to lack of ability to see big 
picture solutio ns.  

¶ The lust for power could see how specialised intellectuals as acco mplices of political elites 
are prone to confuse the ir private interest with pub lic intere st.  

¶ In a developing country like India, there is a need for welfare state, and if specialists ar e 
policymakers, it can further impoverish the poor.  

¶ for a specialised engineer to understand why decentralised solar power  that allows greater 
democra tisation a mong local communities is an opportunity to be grabbed instead of 
installing large solar parks b y mega -corporations becomes difficult.  

¶ The case of 3 - Parent baby or D esigner baby: It also makes it near impossible for a  molecular 
biologist to unde rstand tha t more targeted and improved ways to cut and paste DNA is not 
the point being made by those conc erned about genetically modified organisms. It is about 
ownership, bio diversity, science and soils ñ cross -cutting domains  that super -specialists 
will  not be ab le to see.  

¶ Renewable energy experts call for more biomass plantations, others worry about the 
di splacement of farmers, the reduction of food production and the loss o f biodiversity.  

  
Way Forward:  

Need for Polymaths:  
¶ There is a need to look into cross -disc iplinary and interdisciplinary knowledge rather than 

silo views.  
¶ His/Her many spheres of knowled ge can create a syncretic world view that contributes to a 

broad persp ective.  
¶ An easy ability to see connectedness among m ultiple domains of knowledge  of the na tural 

world and human interaction.  
¶ Spreading knowledge little around can be a great path to inno vation  

 
Case Study:  Biomimicry looks to nature for solutions to mode rn problems ñ after all, Mother 
Earth has had 3.8 bi llion years to work out all the design  kinks. Biomimetics requires practitioners 
to be more than engineers, more than biologists, more t han ecologists, more than designers, and 
more than inventors. In tru e polymathic fashion, they must inhabit the mindfram e of all of the 
above. And i ncredible innovation has come out of the field: a burr stuck in a dogõs fur became the 
design inspiration fo r velcro; the brilliantly -hued blue wings of a Morpho butterfly insp ired a better 
television display; fabrics and paint that dramatically cut down d rag were i nspired by shark skin.  
        Francis Crick, who discovered the structure of DNA, was originally a physicist; he claimed 
this background gave him the confidence to s olve problems that biologists couldnõt. 
 
Conclusion:  
¶ Although the world needs sp ecialists,  there is a need to make them specialised generalists.  
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Q) Despite the RTE Act being more than a decade old, educational outcomes in India 

continue to rema in poor. Examine.  (250 words ) 
Livemint  

Why  this  questio n  

The article discusses the result of the ASER report and delves deep into a problem long faced by 
education sector in India which is poor learning outcomes. Understanding the causes of this 
problems along with possible mitigation strategies is important. 

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to bring out the findings of the aser report which again highlights the poor 
learning outcomes among Indian children. Thereafter, we need to discuss the reasons why it is so 
including the issues with RTE Act. Finally, we need to discuss solutions to the issue. 

Di rective  wor d  

Examine ς When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any . 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction  ς Highlight that the the latest Annual Status Of Education Report 2018 (Rural) or 
ASER 2018 holds a mirror to a country that is aspiring to be a knowledge power. 

Bod y  

Highlight in detail the findings of the ASER report which would reflect the magnitude of learning 
outcomes in the country ς ASER report shows Indian children have a huge learning deficit. The highly 
respected annual report, which collected data from 596 districts in India, shows that one in two 
students (50.3%) in Indian schools lack basic reading ability not just of their own grade but also of 
those of three levels below. This is a 2.2 percentage point increase compared with the situation in 
2014 and a dip of 3.1 percentage points compared with 2010. The situation with regard to arithmetic 
is equally abysmalτjust 44.1% of class VIII students can do simple division. This strike rate is almost 
same as in 2014 and 4 percentage points less when compared with 2012 

Explain the measures taken by the government to improve the situation such as the RTE Act, schemes 
such as άtŀŘƘŜ Bharat Badhe .ƘŀǊŀǘέΣ apart from ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ efforts. 

Discuss the impact of such measures and issues involved therein. 

Conclusion  ð Give your view and discuss the way forward. 
  
Introdu ction : 
        The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2018 has been published by education non -
pr ofit organiza tion  Pratham . The latest report collected data from 596 districts by surveying 
546,527 students from 354,944 hom es. The survey shows the  pre valence of  learning deficit and 
the poverty of basic reading and arithmetic skills among students in In dian schools . the 
latest ASER 2018 holds a mirror to a country that is aspiring to be a knowledge power . 
                        
Body : 
 
The highlights o f the repo rt are : 
¶ Poor reading skills:  Indian students, especially those  in elementary school  (Classes I -

VIII), are  not learning enough . Only half (50.3%) of all students in Class V can read texts 
meant for Class II students . 

¶ There seems to have been  some improvemen t in learning levels, especially among 
students of Class III and Class V , in 2018 compared wit h those of the previous five ye ars. 
However, the improvement is not visible at a higher level, for example among students of  
Class VIII . 

¶ Poor Arithmetic  skills:  While 40% of Class VIII students in government schools can do 
simple division, the figure is 54 .2% in private schools . 
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¶ Unequal outcomes:  In Himachal Pradesh, the growth in reading ability is nearly 8 
percentage points a nd in Chhattisgarh and Odish a it is ar ound 7 percentage points between 
2016 and 2018 . 

¶ Private Schools still favoured:  While 30.9% of  students in the 6 -14 ag e group were in 
private schools in 2018, the figure was 30.6% in 2016 and 30.8% in 2014. This is les s than 
a percentage point gr owth since  2014 . 

The above findings of the ASER report would reflect the magnitude of learning outcomes in the 
country . 

 
Concerns  over the poor quality of education and its effects on the workforce of the country : 
¶ This poor learn ing outcome in India is desp ite the Ri ght to Education (RTE) Act having been 

in force since April 2010 making eight years of educa tion compulsory for childr en. 
¶ The Centre has floated many schemes such as òPadhe Bharat Badhe Bharat ó, apart from 
statesõ efforts . 

¶ Access to elementary (c lasses I -VIII) schooling is  almost universal  and the number 
of children out of schools is below 4% , bu t a  quality deficit , that too for more than a 
decade, raises questions about the priorities of governments at the central and state levels . 

¶ Last year, the  World Ban k  said  Indians born today are likely to be just 44% productive 

as workers, way below their A sian peers . 
¶ Indiaõs demogr aphic dividend  depends on  the learning level of students . The quality of 

education has a direct bear ing on any economy . 
¶ With som e 240 mill ion students or nearly 20% of the Indian population in school, their 

quality of learning or lack of it assumes signifi cance for the competitiveness of the country . 
¶ It has an impact on the quality of life, efficiency at  the workplace, and labour p roductivit y 

issues . 
Way forward : 
¶ The Government must insist on  fixing teachersõ accountability in public schools and 

learning ou tcome -based recognition for all schools , be it public or private schools . 
¶ Leveraging the ICT to make  education more interesting and easier  to understand  for 

the children. This will improve the quality as well as reduce the drop -ou t rates . 
¶ Increase the  publ ic spending on education to 6%  of GDP as recommended by many 

committees like the recent  TSR Subraman iam committee . 
¶ Improve the  quality of teacher education  by making teacher training 

mandatory.  Example : National Council for Teache r Education Act amendment 
bill , Diksha  portal to train teachers . 

¶ Teachers are rarely reprimanded for non -performance, while th ere are recommendations 
for removal of  non -detention policy.  The blame is squarely on the children, such an 
attitude must be wiped  out . 
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¶ Teachersõ efficiency will improve with administrative incentives, better pay and a systematic 
change in the professional  development of this cohort . 

¶ Education  policy in India is focused on inputs rather than learning outcomes; It has a 
strong elitist  bias in favour of higher education as opposed to primary or secondary 
education. This needs a change by coming out with a new  policy . 

Conclusion : 

¶ Despite  the short comings in its implementation, the Right to Education Act remains a 
remarkable achievement. While concerns regarding q uality of education of the children 
remain, the Act offers a first step towards an educational syste m in India that 
provides  acc ess, equit y and inclusion for all children.  A quantum jump in the education 
sector is the need of the hour. The time is now to focus on the quality of education . 

 

Q) Skill I ndia needs a sharp realignment if it is to meaningfully transform peopleõs 

life chances. Discuss.   (250 words ) 
The hindu  

Why  this  questio n  

It has been 4 years since skill India mission has been launched and the problem that it tried to resolve 
with respect to employment remains. There is a need to assess the provisions of the skill India mission 
and discuss the way forward. 

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to analyze the scope, objective and provisions of the skill India mission, 
assess its achievement so far and examine whether the mission requires a course correction better 
achieve its aims. Finally, we need to provide a fair and balanced conclusion and discuss the way 
forward. 

Directive  wor d  

Discuss ς This is an all-encompassing directive ς you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both 
for and against arguments. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction  ς Highlight that it has been 4 years since the mission was introduced and discuss 
its objectives. 

Bod y  

Explain the measures taken so far under skill India mission 

¶ introduced the National Skills Qualification Framework (NSQF). This organises all qualifications 
according to a series of levels of knowledge, skills and aptitude, just like classes in general academic 
education. 

¶ Establishes Sector Skill Councils (SSCs) anchoring skill courses 

Discuss the result of these measures and the reforms required 

¶ need for more holistic training and the need to re-examine the narrow, short-term NSQF-
based NSDC courses to include skills in broader occupation groups, so that trainees are skilled 
enough to compete at the international level 

¶ unlike for general academic education, which requires the completion of certain levels of 
certification before further progression is permitted, there is no clear definition of the course 
curriculum within the NSQF that enables upward mobility. 

¶ There is no connection of the tertiary level vocational courses to prior real knowledge of theory 
or practical experience in a vocational field, making alignment with the NSQF meaningless. 

¶ Efforts to introduce new Bachelor of Vocation and Bachelor of Skills courses were made, but 
the alignment of these UGC-approved Bachelor of Vocation courses was half-hearted. 
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There is no real alignment between the Human Resource Development Ministry (responsible for the 
school level and Bachelor of Vocation courses) and the Ministry of Skill Development (responsible for 
non-school/non-university-related vocational courses) 

Discuss the course correction required by bringing out the recommendations of Sharda Prasad 
committee 

Conclusion  ς Give your view and discuss the way forward. 
 
Introduction : 
                Skill India mission was launched in 2015 with a target of tra ining and skill development 
to 400 mil lion by 2022, covering each and every village. The main goal is to  create opportunities, 
space and scope for the development of the talents  of the Indian youth. To identify new sectors 
for skill development. Various sc hemes are also proposed to a chieve thi s objective . 
 
Body : 
Since the inception of Skill India mission, there are many measures tak en under i t  
¶ Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PM KVY) 
¶ Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana ð National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY -NULM) 
¶ Director General of Train ing ð Modu lar Employable Skills (DGT -MES) 
¶ Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojan a 
¶ National Ski ll Qualification Framework (NSQF ) 
¶ National Skill De velopment Corporation (NSDC ) 
¶ National Skill Development Agenc y 
¶ Aajeevika ð National Rural Livelihoods Mis sion (NRLM ) 
¶ Atal Innovation Missio n 
¶ Startup Indi a 

The impacts of the above schemes  in the last 4 yea rs are : 
¶ NSQF recognises prior learning , through whi ch an estimated  20 million school 

dropouts  can get a second chance . 
¶ There is a substantial increase  in th e number o f people who were skilled in FY17 and 

FY18. Notably, the rise is phenomenal, it has risen more than four times, from over 3.5 lakh 
people in FY17 to nearly 16 lakh people in FY18 . 

¶ About  30% of the skilled persons  have found jobs under the mission  in FY2018 . 
¶ With nearly  55 percent successful placements , the  Short -Term Training Program 

(STT)  unde r PMKVY (2016 -20) has successfully trained over 13 lakh candidates . 
¶ Approximately  76 percent  of the candidates have been placed in  wage 

employment  and  24 pe rcent plac ed in self -employment/ entrepreneurship . 
¶ Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL)  is designed f or those who already have a job or are 

self - employed and require up -skilling and certification for better prospects. Till date,  more 
than 4.5 lakh candidat es have be en certified under this component of  PMKVY  (2016 -20). 

Issues in implementatio n of Skill In dia Mission : 
¶ The targets allocated are very high  and without regard to any sectoral requirement. 

Everybody was chasing numbers w ithout providing employment to the you th or meeting 
sectoral industry needs . 

¶ The focus of PMKVY has been  largely on  the short -te rm skill courses , resulting in low 
placements. There has been an over emphasis on this scheme and hence it is seen as the 
answer  to all skill -related issues . 

¶ The Comp troller and Auditor General (CAG)  has pointed out flaws in the design and 
operations of th e NSDC and National Skill Development Fund which has resulted in falling 
short of skill development goals. Majority of them also  could not achieve the place ment 
targe ts for the trained persons . 

¶ The Sharada Prasad Committee , held the NSDC respo nsible for po or implementation of 
the  Standard Training Assessment and Reward (STAR) programme . It highlighted 
that  only 8.5 per cent of the persons trained were able to  get emplo yment . That is 
what has been claimed by NSDC . 

¶ The Report also cites òserious conflict of i nterests ó in the functioning of the National Skill 
Development Corporation. NSDC has not been able to discharge its responsibili ties for 
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setting up  sector s kill counc ils (SSCs ) owing to lots of instances of serious conflict of 
interest and une thical practi ces. 

¶ The skilling courses are not in line with the  Industrial Revolution 4.0  which is round the 
corner . 

¶ There have been apprehen sions on  how many of the 11. 7 million trained in the past two 
years  are really in jobs . 

The following reforms requi red are : 
¶ Need  for Holistic training:  need for more holistic training and the need to re -examine the 

narrow, short -term NSQF -based NSDC course s to include skills in broad er occupat ion 
groups, so that trainees are skilled enough to compete at the internation al level . 

¶ Need for clear demarcations:  Unlike for general academic education, which requires the 
completion of certain levels of certificatio n before further progression  is permit ted, there is 
no clear definition of the course curriculum within the NSQF th at enables up ward mobility . 

¶ Need for linkage:  There is no connection of the tertiary level vocational courses to prior 
real knowledge of theo ry or practical experience i n a vocati onal field, making alignment with 
the NSQF meaningless . 

¶ Need of Political wil l:  Efforts to  introduce new Bachelor of Vocation and Bachelor of Skills 
courses were made, but the alignment of these UGC -approved Bachelor o f Vocation courses 
was half -hearted . 

¶ Need for Ministerial Co -ordination:  There is no real alignment between the Hum an 
Resource D evelopment Ministry (responsible for the school level and Bachelor of Vocation 
courses) and the Ministry of Skill Development (r esponsible for non -school/no n-universi ty -
related vocational courses ) 

¶ Need for incentivization:  Incentivise employer s to offer ap prentice schemes that ensure 
skill training programmes are in sync with industryõs requirements. 

¶ Need for survey:  Indian governm ent needs to conduct surveys , once eve ry five years, 
through the National Sample Survey Office to collect data on s kill provider s and skill gaps 
by sector. Such data can guide evidence -based policy -making . 

¶ Sharada Prasad committee recommendations : 
o Create a  sound and well defined  Nati onal Vocat ional Education and Training 

System  of the country which should ensure the fo llowing:: - 
Á At  the secondary school level, the children should be sensitized about the 

dignity of labour, world of work and career options but  vocational education 
and tr aining sho uld start only after 10 years of schooling which is the case in 
most of the developed wo rl d. 

Á Every child should be given an option to go for higher vocational education 
and training . 

o Create  National Labour Market Infor mation System, National Occu pational 
Standards, National Competency Standards, National Training Standards, 
National Accredita ti on Standards, National Assessment Standards and National 
Certification Standards and align them to the International Standards . 

o Ministry of Skill Developmen t and Entr epreneurship should become the owner of all 
National Vocational Education and Training S tandards and get them developed 
though intense industry involvement . 

o Set up state of the art  Vocational Education and Training Col leges  to impart 
vocational e ducation a nd training with a clear objective of meeting the skills needs 
of the industry and provi di ng employment to youth . 

o In -plant apprenticeship training  should be made an integral part of the Vocational 
Education and Trainin g for all trainees . 

o The indu stry must come together to contribute towards a National Skill Development 
Fund . 

o All diploma college s and ITIs should be renamed as VETCs and their capacities 
should be enhanced to about 500 trainees per annum . 

o There should be o ne Skill Development Centre (SDC) in a  cluster of about 10 -12 
villages , which would provide skills to the you th so that they can  access employment 
opportunities in the local economy . 

o The state of Gujarat has already set up a good number of such SDCs called  
Kaushal Vardhan Kendras whi ch are doi ng excellent work . 
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o The two existing Acts i.e. Apprentices Act, 1961 and  The Employment Exc hanges 
(Compulsory Notification of Vacancies) Act, 1959 should be repealed and a  new 
Vocational Education and Training Act (VETA ) should be enacted . 

Conclus ion : 

¶ India  is one of the youngest nations. Its median age is 27.3.  

¶ As India aims to have one of the strongest economic growth stories in the 21st century, it 
becomes vital for it ensure it growing workforce  is capable to handle the incoming 
disruptions and  find suit able jobs . 

¶ Skill development holds the key to Indiaõs future as a globally competitive eco nomy and the 
demographic dividend it hopes to reap . 

Case Study:  India could learn a lesson from Germany, which imparts skills in  just 340 occupation 
groups.  Vocationa l education must be imparted in broadly defined occupational skills, so  that if job 
descriptions change over a youthõs career, she is able to adapt to changing technologies and 
changing job roles . 
 

Q) DAY -NRLM has played a significant role in reducing poverty in India, in the recent 

years. Discuss.    (250 words ) 
Pib 

Directive  wor d  

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key  demand  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to write in detail about the DAY-NRLM and the role played by the programme 
in reducing poverty in India. We have to highlight the aim of the programme and the recent 
achievements which have helped in reducing poverty in India. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction ς write a few introductory lines about the  DAY-NRLM. E.g DAY-NRLM is aimed at 
alleviation of rural poverty through building sustainable community institutions of the poor. It seeks 
to mobilize about 9 crore households into SHGs and link them to sustainable livelihood opportunities 
by building their skills and enabling them to access formal sources of finance, entitlements and 
services from both public and private sectors. 

Body - 

Discuss in points the achievements of the programme in recent years. E.g 

¶ Mission Footprint under which additional blocks have been covered under the άLƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜέ 
strategy. 

¶ Community Institution Building under which Self Help Group (SHGs) across the country have 
been mobilized. 

¶ Financial Inclusion by giving loans to SHGs. 

¶ Financial Services in Remote Areas: steps have also been taken to promote alternate models 
for delivery of financial services. About 3050 SHG members have been deployed as Banking 
Correspondents Agents (BCAs) to provide last mile financial services including deposit, 
credit, remittance, disbursement of old age pensions and scholarships, payment of 
MGNREGA wages and enrolment under insurance and pension schemes. 

¶ Mahila Kisan Shashaktikaran Pariyojana and Value Chain Initiatives: In order to promote 
agro-ecological practices that increase women ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ income and reduce their input costs 
and risks etc. 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
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Introducti on : 
¶ Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana ð National Liveliho ods Mission (NRLM)  was launched by 

the Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) in June 2011 . 
¶ The mission aims to reduce po verty by enabling the poor households to access gainful 

self -employment and skilled wa ge employment opportunities, resulting in appreciab le 
improvement in their livelihoods on a sustainable basis, through building strong 
grassroots institutions of the poor . 

¶ NRLM  seeks to reach out to 8 -9 crore rural poor households and organize one woman 
me mber from each household into affinity -based women SHGs and federations at 
village level and at higher levels . 

¶ The poor would be facilitated to  achieve increased access t o their rights, entitlements 
and public services, diversified risk and better social i ndicators of empowerment . 

¶ It is envisaged that the intensive and continuous capacity building of  rural poor 
women  will ensure their social, economic and political empower ment and development . 

  
Body : 
  
        The pace of reduction of poverty in India has speeded up  in recent years as per the  Global 
Multi -dimensional Poverty Index 2018  as also the note published by the Brookings 
Institution.   The mission has taken up signi ficant programmes in the previous years . 
  
Universality : 
¶ Mission Footprint:  2411 addit ional blocks have been covered under the òIntensive ó 

strategy. Cumulatively, the Mission is being implemented in 5,123 blocks spread across 
612 districts of 29 States and  5 Union Territories (UTs) . 

  
¶ Community Inst itution Building:  Between April 2014 and N ovember 2018,  more than 3 

crore rural poor women  have been mobilized into  9 lakh Self Help Group (SHGs)  across 
the country. Cumulatively, more than 5.63 crore women have been mobilized into more 
than 49.7 lakh SHGs . 

  
Financial Services : 
¶ Financial Inclusio n:  Cumulatively, Rs.1.96 lakh crore worth of bank credit has been 

leveraged by the SHGs during the last five years. The quality of the portfolio has also shown 
a marked i mprovement with NPA declining to 2.64% in th e current year. This is a  result of 
sustai ned efforts made by the states to promote timely repayment of loans by the 
SHGs. 

  
¶ Financial Services in Remote Areas:  During this period, steps have also been taken to 

promote alternate models for delivery of fina ncial services. About 3050 SHG members hav e 
been deployed as Banking Correspondents Agents (BCAs) to provide last mile financial 
services . 

  
Inclusive Services : 
¶ Mahila Kisan Shashaktikaran Pariyojana and Value Ch ain Initiatives:  In order to 

promote agro -ecological practices that increase women far mersõ income and reduce their 
input costs and risks, the Mission has been implementing MKSP . 

  
¶ Community Livelihood Pro fessionals:  Apropos to the directions given by NITI  Aayog in 

2016, profiles of more than 1.99 lakh community members have been digitised.  The CRPs 
have been trained and deployed to provide support to the community institutions in a 
variety of themes, such as book keeping, training and capacity building, fi nancial service s 

  
Non -Farm Livelihoods : 
¶ Start -up Village Entrepreneurship Programme:  DAY-NRLM has been promoting SVEP to 

promote and strengthen rural start -ups in the non -farm and off -farm sector. The str ategy 
is to promote knowledge about business feasib ility, management and to provide access to 
loan finance for start -up as well as scalin g-up the existing enterprise . 
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¶ Aajeevika Grameen Express Yojana (AGEY):  was launched in August 2017 to provide safe, 
affordable and community monitored rural transport s ervices to connect remote rural 
villages . 

  
Assessment : 
¶ Independent Assessment of DAY -NRLM:  During January to March 2017,  the Institute 

of Rural Management Anand (IRMA)  carried out an independent assessment of design, 
strategy and impacts of DAY -NRLM . 

 
Conc lusion : 

¶ DAY-NRLM is a vital scheme which is imperative in the view of continuous mons oon failures 
and agrarian distress seen in recent years in Rural India.  

¶ The scheme helps in sustainable development of the rural people with  skilling, job 
creation and alt ernative  livelihoods  across genders.  

¶ The key to success of DAY -NRLM lies at the core of its successful implementation at 
the grass -roots level . 

 

Q) Frontline government workers such as Anganwadi workers, teachers, nurses etc 

face issues in their working conditions which need to be alleviated for better social 

sector indicators. E xamine. (250 words ) 
Indianexpress  

 Why  this  questio n  

The article examines the issues faced by frontline government workers and the impact that such 
issues have on achievement of social developmental goals. The article provides filler material for 
aforementioned topic as well as provides an understanding as to government service delivery is 
found lacking at times. 

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to examine the issues faced by frontline service delivery workers and the 
impact it has on achievement of social development goals. Thereafter, we need to bring out how to 
change status quo and provide way forward. 

Directive  wor d  

Examine ς When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any . 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction  ς Explain the role that such frontline government workers play in government 
service delivery. 

Bod y  

Discuss the issues faced by such workers 

¶ Anganwadi workers ς lack of infrastructure, poor training, interminable bureaucratic 
reporting responsibilities, no supportive supervision, absence of clear accountability 
structures (to the community they serve as well as to the higher-ups), poor grievance redress 
mechanisms and for a majority, less than commensurate remuneration. These concerns are 
usually covered up in the narrative of rampant absenteeism and poor attention to core 
responsibilities. 

¶ Teachers ς low salary, poor infrastructure, temporary vs permanent status etc 

Discuss the impact it has delivery of government services ς LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ability to achieve its SDGs or to 
have a healthy skilled workforce that contributes towards economic progress or social and human 
development depends to a large extent on the performance of teachers, nurses, anganwadi workers, 
panchayat secretaries and PWD staff. That is perhaps why they have been at the receiving end of 
the criticism for shortfalls in the countryΩǎ social indicators. Unfortunately, while the blame is easily 
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apportioned, there is not enough attention paid to the conditions under which they work or the value 
that is attributed to their work. 

Discuss how the situation can be improved 

Conclusion  ð Give a fair and balanced opinion and discuss way forward. 
  
Introduction : 

Frontline workers providing  basic se rvices through various government programmes 
form the backbone of the countryõs social welfare system . The various frontline 
workers  ensure health, n utrition, well -being, education and all round development  of every 
child and her parent to  ensure better hu man development . 
        There is not enough attention paid to the  conditions under w hich they work  or  the value 
that is attributed to their work . 
  

Body : 
                The frontline government workers are the true implementers of the various welfare 
schemes and public service delivery. They work at the grass -roots level, thus aware of n eeds of the 
citizensõ better, thereby acting as a primary feed-back collector .   
The issues faced by such workers are : 
¶ Low salary : 

o Anganwadi workers provide a long list of  services, ranging from  teaching pre -
schoolers to visiting homes of young children fo r nutrition and health 
counselling . Despite that, these workers get about Rs 5,000 a month, which is less 
than the minimum wages . 

o Despite the importance of the work, their  positions are considered òhonorary ó and 
their emoluments kept out of all norms of mi nimum wages and pay grades . 

o Government school teachers with salaries presumed at Rs 40 -50,000 a month and 
upwards, their lack of commitment to teaching is seen as unpardon able . 

¶ Delay in funds allocation : 
o Salaries delayed:  A study of six states by the  Centr e for Equity Studies in 

2016  revealed that 35 per cent of the workers had not received their previous 
monthõs salary. 

o Inadequate funds to run the program at ground -level:  50 per cent of the workers 
felt that the funds they received for running the day -to-day activities of the centre 
were inadequate . 

o Spending at Own Cost: 40 per cent reported spending their own money  to keep 
the centreõs activities going. 

¶ Overburdened : 
o Low f inancial allocations to the education sector (about 3% of GDP) have meant that 

state governments cannot afford to  hire teachers at the Pay Commission scales . 
o Over the years, they have hired fewer teachers, leading to huge vacancies and 

overburdening the hi red teachers . 
o There are no fixed timings of work and this upsets their work -life bala nce. 
o The anganwadi, school t eachers are saddled with a  host of administrative work  like 

election duties, census work etc . 
¶ Poor Infrastructure : 

o Infrastructure is a major co ncern. The lack of buildings or dilapidated buildings 
poses grave threats to workers as well as the children pati ents etc . 

o To add to this, basic facilities like electricity, drinking water, sanitation, internet 
connectivity is mostly absent . 

o Lack of adequa te training facilities  lead to poor -quality work, increased risk to the 
service - receivers . 

¶ Job Insecurity : 
o Most of them are  hired as contractua l  
o The RTE banned contract teachers;  non -regular teachers were no longer referred 

to as contract or para teachers , but  in fact continue to function as such . 
o Their contracts are òpermanent ó, but their terms are not that of a regular 

government employee . 
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o The lack of safe work environment  makes them  vulnerable to sexual 
harassments . 

Impacts of such issues faced by the f rontline workers result  in 
¶ Rampant absenteeism . 
¶ Poor attention to core responsibiliti es. 
¶ Lack of commitment to work . 
¶ Corruption and bribery to satiate their needs . 
¶ Strikes, protest and unrest . 
¶ Poor Human Development Indicators like high IMR, MMR, wasting, stunting and 

underweight . 
¶ High levels of preventable diseases incidences like polio, TB etc . 
¶ Poor quality of education outcome as shown in ASER survey . 

 
Way Forward : 
¶ Government spending on educa tion and health  must be increased to  6% and 4% 

respectively  as recommended by many expert committees . 
¶ Timely allocation of funds  must be done to re duce spending from frontline workerõ 

pockets . 
¶ Salaries must be uniform and fixed across the country  based on pay commission 

recommendations. The  salaries must be disbursed on fixed date of month . 
¶ Use of  NSQF for  Trainings and certifications  must be mandate d as per existing 

laws.  Intermittent trainings must be provided  for the frontline workers to keep 
themselves updated with new trends . 

¶ Measures like RTI, Social Audit, Citiz ens Charters  can help keep a check on such delays 
as accountability of government in creases . 

¶ Increase digital penetration  to reduce administrative overhead and  planning of 

activities  to coincid e with cultural calendar of the region . 
¶ Infrastructure can impr oved by  collaborating with the NGOõs , using CSR funds of 

companies and philanthropi sts . 
¶ Grievance Redressal Mechanism  to address the woes of the frontline workers . 

Conclusion : 

¶ Indiaõs ability to  achieve its SDGs  or to have  a healthy skilled workforce  that  contributes 
towards economic progress or social and human development depends to a large extent on 
the performance of teachers, nurses, anganwadi workers, panchayat secretaries and PWD 
staff. Thus, a closer look at their governance architectures is necess ary . 

 

Q) The ASER report highlights that there is a need for innovation i n education sector 

in India. Comment. (250 words ) 
Reference  

Why  this  questio n  

The ASER report highlights what we already know about the status of learning outcomes in the 
country. What we ŘƻƴΩǘ know is how to correct the situation and improve learning outcomes 
amongst our children. The article explores many suggestions which would help in improving learning 
outcomes and need to be discussed. 

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to highlight the findings of ASER report, discuss its implication and suggest 
what kind of innovation would improve the status of education in our country. 

Directive  wor d  

Structure  of  the  an swe r  

Introduction  ς Explain about the findings of the aser report. 

Bod y  

Discuss the implications of the findings of the aser report. 

Highlight the reasons for poor learning outcomes in the country. 
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Discuss suggestions for improving the learning outcomes 

¶ Give suggestions such as employing administrators to reduce the burden of administrative work 
on teachers 

¶ Upgrade infrastructure of schools etc 

Conclusion  ς Emphasize on the need for improving learning outcomes and discuss way forward. 
  
Introduction : 
        The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2018  has been published by education 
non -profit organization  Pratham . The latest repor t collected data  from 596 districts by 
surveying 546,527 students from 354,944 homes.  The survey shows the  prevalence of 
learning deficit and the poverty of basic reading and arithmetic skills among students  in 
Indian schools . 
  
Body : 
  
The highlights of A SER 2018 are : 

 
The i mplications of the ASER 2018 ar e 
¶ Indiaõs demographic dividend depends on the learning level of students. 
¶ The quality of education has a direct bearing on any economy . 
¶ With some 240 milli on students or nearly 20% of the Indian population in school, their 

quality of learning or lack of it assumes significance for the competitiveness of the country . 
¶ It has an  impact on the quality of life, efficiency at the workplace, and labour productivity  

issues . 
¶ The report suggests that India is creating yet another another generation that can hardly 

read and write ð the only difference being that these children spent some  years of their lives 
in schools . 

  
The reasons for poor learning  outcomes in the co untry ar e 
¶ Infrastructure deficit : 

o Dilapidated structures, single -room schools, lack of drinking water facilities, 
separate toilets and other educational infrastructure is a  grave problem . 

¶ Corruption and leakages : 
o The transfer of funds fr om the central to s tate to local governments to school leads 

to involvement of many intermediaries . 
o The fund transfer is drastically reduced by the time it reaches the true beneficiaries . 
o Hig h rates of corruption and leakages plague the system, undermine i ts legitimacy 

and h arm the many thousands of honest headmasters and teachers . 
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¶ Quality of Teachers : 
o Lack of well trained, skilled and knowledgeable teachers which provide the 

foundation for a high quality education system . 
o Teacher shortages and poorly qualified teachers are b oth a cause and effect of poorly 

paid and managed teaching cadres . 
¶ Non -Academic burden : 

o The teachers are overburdened with senseless reports and administrative workload. 
Th is eats into the time which is necessary for teaching . 

o A study by  the National Insti tute of Education Planning and Administration 
(NIEPA)  revealed that  teachers spend only around 19 percent of their time 
teaching  while the rest is spent mostly on non -teach ing administrative work . 

¶ Poor s alary : 
o Teachers are paid miserly salaries which affec t their interest and dedication to work. 

They will look for other avenues like tuitions or coaching centers and coax the 
students to attend it . 

o This has dual effect,  firstl y the quality of teaching in schools drop and secondly, 
the poor students are forced  to spend money despite constitutional provision 
of free education . 

¶ Teacher Absenteeism : 
o Absence of teachers during school hours is rampant. The lack of accountabilit y and 

poor governance structures add to the woes . 
¶ Lack of Accountability : 

o School Managemen t Committees  are largely dysfunctional. Many exist solely on 
paper . 

o Parents are often not aware of their rights and if they are it is difficult for them to 
make their  voice heard . 

¶ High drop -out rates : 
o The drop -out rates in schools, especially girls, is ver y high . 
o Many factors like poverty, patriarchal mindset, lack of toilets in schools, distance to 

schools and cultural elements lead to children dropping out from educa tion . 
¶ School closure : 

o Many schools are closed to low student strength, lack of teachers an d infrastructure. 
The competition posed by private schools is also a major challenge to government 
schools . 

  
The situation of learning outcomes can be improved as fo llow s 
  
¶ Teachers must only teach : 
¶ Employ young people, equip them with a tablet computer a nd let them be cluster 

administrators. One cluster of schools consists of around ten schools . 
¶ The cluster administrators  will overtake the administrative tasks and en sure t hat teachers 

and headmasters can focus on academic work . 
¶ Better policies like transp arent transfer mechanisms, which urgently need upscaling and 

strengthening. After adequate teacher positioning, school autonomy and teacher 
collaborations have demons trated  in many pilots to be the catalyst that transforms the 
education system . 

¶ Teacherõs own collectives or networks built collaborations and institutional 
capacities  of teachers . 

¶ Digitization : 
¶ Create a single -window system for infrastructure and mainstrea m fund -flows:  In Bihar, 

only around 10 percent of the schools fulfils infrastructure norms . A study revealed that 
files for renovating schools often go on a two -year journey through various departments . 

¶ The same can be applied for teacher salaries and school fun ds. These can be transferred 
directly from the State to the teachers and schools. Th ere is no need to involve the District 
or Block in this process . 

¶ Leveraging the  audio -visual edutainment  to make education more interesting and easier 
to understand for the  children. This will  improve the quality as well as reduce the drop -
out rates . 
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¶ Imple menting  bio -metric attendance for teachers and students for every class  can help 
reduce absenteeism . 

¶ Empower Scho ol Management Committees by using mobile phones : 
o To develop  a system that  facilitates School Management Committee  members by 

fostering democrat ic accountability . 
o Social audits should also be carried out for effective functioning . 

¶ The Government must insist  on fixing teachersõ accountability in public schools and 
learning outcome -based recognition for all schools, be it public or private schools . 

¶ Better pre -service teacher training coupled with transparent and merit -based 
recruitments  is a lasting solution f or teacher quality . 

¶ Improve the  quality of teacher educatio n  by making teacher training mandatory . 
Example:  National Council for Teacher Educat ion Act amendment bill, Diksha 
portal  to train teachers . 

¶ Increase the public spending on education to 6% of GDP  as recommended by many 
committees like the recent  TSR Subram aniam committee . 

¶ Teachers are rarely reprimanded for non -performance, while there ar e recommendations 
for removal of non -detention policy. Th e blame is squarely on the children, such an attitude 
must be wiped out . 

¶ Teachersõ efficiency will improve with adm inistrative incentives, better pay and a 
systematic change in the professional devel opment  of this cohort . 

¶ Education policy in India is focus ed on inputs rather than learning outcomes; It has a 
strong elitist bias in favour of higher education as opposed t o primary or secondary 
education. This needs a change by coming out with a new polic y. 

Conclusion : 
        The latest ASER 2018 holds a mirro r to a country that is aspiring to be a knowledge power. 
There is an urgent need to tackle some of the teething pro blems affecting the education in 
India.  Innovative digital interventions to improvin g the teacher and education quality along 
with proper gov ernance structure  can help achieve the true objectives of the Right to Education 
as a fundamental right of every chi ld . 
 

Topic-  Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these 

vulnerable sections 

Q) The shocking neglect of child care institutions mu st presents a very sorry state 

of affairs. Examine.                                                                                  (250 words)  
The hindu  

Why  this  question  

The article discusses the sorry state of affairs of child care institutions in the country and highlights 
the findings of the report of a central government report. It serves as an eye opener and the status 
of such institutions has come under the scanner because of the spate of crimes that have been 
reported from there. 

Key  demand  of  the  question  

The question expects us to discuss the state of child care institutions and highlight the findings of 
the committee constituted by the government. Thereafter we need to bring out the issues plaguing 
such institutions and discuss the way forward. 

Directive  word  

Examine ς When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any . 

Structure  of  the  answer  

Introduction  ς highlight the recent incidents that have come out of such institutions. 

Body  

Explain the status quo of such institutions. Here we need to discuss the findings of the central 
government committee 
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¶ only 32% of Child Care Institutions or Homes were registered under the JJ Act as of 2016, while 
an equal number were unregistered, and the rest were either empanelled under other 
schemes or awaiting registration 

¶ child care standards were poor in many institutions, sans proper bedding, food and nutrition 
and sanitation. 

¶ Some States have too few homes, giving authorities little incentive to take up cases of children 
in distress 

Discuss the reasons behind this state of affairs 

¶ Highlight what needs to be done 

¶ priority should be to bring about uniformity of standards and procedures, evolving common 
norms for infrastructure, human resources, financial practices and external audits. 

¶ Enforcement of standards and strict action against such wrongdoers 

Conclusion  ς highlight that the most vulnerable children live in such shelters and there is a need 
to ensure that their survival is not at stake. 

Introduction:  
  
        The recent inciden ts of rampant physical and s exual abuse of minors and wom en in childcare 
institutions (CCIs) and shelter homes in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh reveal how the state as well as 
the civil society have failed in their role as protectors and  watchdogs.  
   
Body:  
                The incidents ha ve happened despite the prese nce of stringent laws  like Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015  (JJ Act) and protective bodies  like National 
Commission for Protection of Child Rights  (NCPCR). 
The report rele ased by Ministry of Women an d Child Development titled  ôMapping and Review 
Exercise of Child Care Institutionsõ under Jena committee highlights drawbacks in the 
management of CCIs. Some of its findings are:  
¶ Only 32% of 9,589 CCIs a nd Homes (mostly run by N GOs) were registered under t he JJ Act. 

About 33% were unr egistered, and the rest were either empanelled under other schemes or 
awaiting registration.  

¶ Child care standards were poor in many institutions, lacking proper bedding, food , and 
nutrition, lack of proper toilets and sanitatio n and secure compounds.  

¶ A few States do not have even one home of every category, such as child care, observation 
and adoption.  Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Kerala together account for 43.5% of all 
shelte rs . 

¶ Lack of Grievance red ressal mechanisms, provided under JJ Act, leave the child ren in 
despair.  

  
Reasons behind the poor state of affairs in CCIs and Shelter homes:  
 
Overcrowding:  
¶ Most facilities overcrowded showing that the requisite infrastructure is l acking.  
¶ In many facilitie s, there is no segregation o f children brought to shelter s for protection  
¶ The construction and running of the homes is under the state list done either by state 

governments themselves or through NGOs they appoint, though much of th e funding comes 
from the Centre.  

¶ The Centre has monit oring authority over the work ing of these homes. The implementation 
has been lacking . 

Administrative Failures:  
¶ Lack of monitoring and absence of inspection committees have led to the current 

predi cament.  
¶ All CCIs are requ ired to be registered under the JJ Act and every district needs to have a 

child protection officer, a child welfare committee, and a juvenile justice board.  
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¶ However, in practice, their functioning has not been effective enough to p revent the 
widespread mis use of power and money by th ose running these ins titutions.  

¶ Home  Management Committee:  This body has to conduct a meeting every month to 
ensure that all shelters in the district are being run according to the guidelines of the 
Juve nile Justice Act. These n orms were clearly not follow ed .  

¶ Although the NCP CR has now been  ordered to complete social audits of all CCIs and the 
state governments have ordered probes, this has come too late for the numerous lives 
traumatised by their very p rotectors.  

Failures of th e Ministry:  
¶ The Ministry of Women and Child Devel opment, which p rovides funding to CCIs under the 

Integrated Child Protection Scheme, is duty -bound to carry out social audits in order to 
deter malpractices. However, either these in stitutions are allowed to  function without any 
routin e inspections  

¶ In the case of the  Muz affarpur CCI , inspections by multiple state agencies over the years 
find nothing amiss despite widespread abuse being present.  

¶ The District Inspection Committee  is sup posed to conduct a check on the shelters every 
three months. It is headed by the district  magistrate and also has a member of the civil 
society on its board. Each of these bodies and members failed to detect what was happening 
at the shelter.  

Lack of socia l audit:  
¶ The protocol for  social audits and inspectio n committees too was developed only after the 
SCõs 2017 order. Several states are yet to conduct these. 

Societal Failures:  
¶ Disconnect between civil society and the welfare system for children, and the po or 

engagement elected rep resentatives have with such a vital function.  
¶ By giving up their  responsibility towards the underprivileged children.  
¶ A patriarchal mindset of the society which leads to not taking such children into confidence 

while formulating la ws and devising mechanism s for their protection  
Way F orward:  
¶ Setting up CC Is in states wh ich have none.  
¶ Systematic scrutiny by State governments is essential to bring reforms to the childcare 

system.  
¶ Accountability and Credibility must be ensured through s pecial inspection officer s. All CCIs 

should be compul sorily  registered under the JJ Act, audited for funds received and 
enforce mandatory child protection policies during adoption.  

¶ Bringing in the uniformity of standards and procedures across CCIs should b e a priority. 
Common norm s for infrastructure, human resourc es, financial practices and e xternal 
audits should be in place.  

¶ Increased interaction and connect between civil society and the welfare system for children.  
¶ The imperative now is to turn the findi ngs of the Ministryõs committee into a blueprint for 

action.  
¶ Credentialed NGOs should tak e a greater interest in this effort, holding the authorities to 

account.  
 

Q) Examin e whether assessing the performance of constituencies in social 

development indicators would l ead to greater accountability among our elected 

representatives  ?   (250 words ) 
Livemint  

Why  this  questio n  

This article explains that the performance of India when it comes to improving LƴŘƛŀΩǎ affliction with 
malnutrition can be improved if we measure constituency level data both at the centre and state 
level. There is a need to assess whether the present system of data collection for social development 
indicators is relevant. 

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  
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The question expects you to first explain why the present system of data collection for measuring 
social development is adequate. Thereafter we need to highlight the advantages of collecting data 
constituency wise. Finally, we need to give our view and discuss way forward. 

Directive  wor d  

Examine ς When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any . 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction  ς Explain that India lags behind social development indicators even amongst the 
countries of South Asia. 

Bod y  

Explain why data collection is important ς the focus today is on data driven decision making in 
administration which makes data collection crucial 

Explain the issue with collecting data at administrative unit level ς tenure of district collectors is 
short , accountability ŎŀƴΩǘ be fixed etc. Discuss why this might be more feasible from an 
administrative viewpoint 

Highlight why collection of data at constituency level will help ς accountability of elected 
representatives etc 

Conclusion  ς give your view and discuss way forward. 
Introduction : 

¶ India ranks  130th among 189 countries in Human Develop ment Index  released by 
UNDP.   About 26.8 per cent of Indiaõs HDI value is lost on account of inequalities.  

¶ India has been ranked at  the 103 rd  position among 119 co untries  on the  Global Hunger 
Index . According to the report, prepared by  Welthungerhilfe and Concern Worldwide , 
India is among the 45 countries that have òserious levels of hunge ró. 

¶ India is ranked below many neighbouring countries, including China, Nepal, Myanmar, Sri 
Lanka and Bangladesh . 

 
Body : 

¶ Despite more than  two decades of rapid economic gro wth , India continues to fail its most 
vulnerable citizens ñchildren under the age of 5.  

¶ The countryõs failure is particularly disheartening as ensuring the basic nutritional needs 
of children is not just morally right but also economically smart, as it pays  off in the long 
run . 

Data collection is imperative : 
¶ Indiaõs lack of reliable data at the constituency -level  has ensured the degree of 

accountability and the onus to show progress has been weak on both MPs and MLAs . 
¶ Monitoring and surveillance of health an d well -being indicators  have been focused 

primarily o n the  state and district levels . 
¶ Since the focus today is on  data driven decision making  in administration, it makes data 

collection crucial . 
¶ Top down centralised approach of data collection  hinders the true realization of 

objectives at ground level in a v ast country like India . 
¶ Helps c urb corruption at the various levels with  data transparency and data 

dissemination . 
The issues with collecting data at administrative unit level : 
¶ Nearly every development i ndicator in India is measured through the lens of adm inistrative 

zones. 
¶ District col lector at the helm of administrative zone is made accountable for poor social 

indicators . 
¶ However, tenure of DCõs in a given district is relatively short. 
¶ The MLAõs and MPõs have very low level of accountability  due to the ab ove arrangement . 
¶ MPs have no re al knowledge of actual needs of their constituents or of the development 

landscape of the constituency . 
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The collection of data at the constituency level will help in effect ive accountability because : 
¶ Elected representatives c an exercise  significant oversig ht  over nutrition -specific schemes 

like Poshan . 
¶ Accountability of elected representatives is increased  as the ground level realities come 

to the fore . 
¶ Objective assessment of the situation  would help  voters make informed deci sion . 
¶ Accountability of MPLAD f unds given to MPs would be ensured in fund allocation for the 

development activities at the constituency level . 
¶ The constituency level data will induce a competitive federa lism among the people and the 

elected representatives . 
¶ The fact that some of Indiaõs best performing parliamentary constituencies (on child health 

indicators) are in the North -East and in West Bengal shows that  significant improvements 
are possible even in  relatively poorer regions . 

Way forward : 

¶ Eventually,  booth -level information using I CT  on how their representatives have 
performed on a slew of indicators should be available . 

¶ Transparency tools lik e RTI act, Social audits  should be used compulsorily . 
¶ Processes like  Geo-tagging of assets  created can give better information of actual work 

done . 
¶ Monitoring and stock taking using PRAGATI  like techniques by the elected 

representatives . 
Conclusion : 

¶ Analysing population data at the level of parliamentary constitu encies has the potential to 
bring  political accountability to the data -driven policy  discourse that is currently based on 
district -level estimates . 

 

TOPIC: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- application, 

models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & accountability and 

institutional and other measures. Role of civil services in a democracy. 

Q) There is a need to iron out the flaws in RTI act rather than manipulating i ts 

loopholes. Comment.   (250 words)  
Indianexpress  
The hindu  

Why  this  question  

RTI has been a revolutionary legislation and has significantly increased the transparency and 
accountability in government functioning. However recently there have been certain attempts to 
undermine the act which needs to be discussed. 

Directive  word  

Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 

Key  demand  of  the  question.  

The question wants us to express our knowledge and understanding about the RTI act and express 
our opinion as to whether there is a need to iron out the problems in RTI act or not. 

Structu re  of  the  answer  

Introduction ς write a few introductory lines about the  RTI act- its aims and significance. 

Body - 

Discuss the present problems with the act and the need to rectify the same E.g right to information 
formed the foundation of good governance, as transparency is one of its core elements; 
strengthening of the RTI would be a step towards transforming the covert public administrative 
system into a άǇǳōƭƛŎ-ŎŜƴǘǊƛŎέ administrative system; There is need for measures to toughen the Act 
and make procedures to access information people-friendly. 
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These measures range from the repealing of the Official Secret Act, introducing an oath of 
transparency to use of multi-media campaigns in local languages for awareness and opening up the 
working of parliamentary standing committees for public access. 

Central Information Commission took an average of 319 days to hear and give an order on an appeal 
from the date it was filed before the commission, with the maximum number of days taken by the 
CIC reaching to 862 days. The callous attitude of Information Commissioners (ICs) reflects in the fact 
that an average of 56 per cent of orders recorded violations of Section 20 of the RTI, based on which 
penalties should have been imposed. But a penalty was imposed in only 4 percent of the cases etc. 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
 
Introduction:  
         The Right to  Information (RTI) Act, 2005 is an excellent example of a  gras s-roots 
movement  culminating in the  pro mul gation of groundbreaking laws and policies  to achieve its 
ends. Originally envision ed to ensure that entitlements reached intended beneficiaries, the ac t has 
been used by citizens across the country to fight for a range of rights and entitlements, fight  
corruption, carry out research, and usher in a modicum of transparency in the functio ning of 
public authorities.  
 
The Right to Information Act was hailed a s a major act towards a strengthened democracy and the 
followi ng features prove that it has been able  to deliver for what it was made ð 
¶ Fight corruption:  Its ability to fight corruption h as significantly increased its hold in India.  
¶ Ensure Transparency:  The enactment of this act ensured transparency in the bureaucrat ic 

systems.  
¶ Fight for Rights : It has in creased its position as a major incharge for the fight of rights of 

the people.  
Right to Information Act of India is worldõs most extensively used transparency legislation. But 
despite 13 years of functionality, this act hasnõt been able to achieve the goals . 
 
Body:  
 The RTI though hailed as a revolution has its set of problems:  
¶ Structural Constraints:  The lack of staff has resulted in lakhs of RTIõ s pending. Currently, 

only seven ICs  are working of which, alon g with the Chief Information Commission er, four s 
ICs are to retire by the end of this year ñ reducing the strength of CIC to just three, against 
the mandated strength of 11.  

¶ Act gave relaxation to political parties, judiciary, even according to OFFICIAL SE CRET ACT 
officers refuse to provide the  informa tion demanded.  

¶ Recent Proposal for amendment:  It gives the power to decide the tenure and salary of the 
ICs to the central government; thereby, dir ectly influencing the independence of the CIC.  

¶ Delay in dispos ing off cases:  The number of RTI Appeal s with t he Information 
Commissions is growing at a rapid pace year after year. With current volumes of appeals, 
there seem to be delays in disposing off ca ses. In Maharashtra SIC, there is a òwait periodó 
of more than  12 months, thus discouraging citizens from fil ing appeals.  

¶ No centralized database:  There is no centraliz ed data base of RTI (at the State/Centre 
level) applicants. Given the current situation,  neither the State Government nor the State 
Information Commis sion is in a position to confirm the nu mber of Public Authorities within 
a Department and therefore the de tails on the number of applications filed.  

¶ Complex Process of appeal : The procedure that  in followed in courts is highly unsuited for 
appeals under RT I. But recent proposed amendments like written submission to public 
authority and attach evidences, would make this process more troublesome.  

¶ Pressure on RTI Activists:  Almost 375 incidences of attacks on citizens have been 
recorded who sought information about corruption or wrongdoings in vari ous publ ic 
authorities.  

¶ Section 4 of RTI:  Public authorities have b een lax in providing information suo moto as 
mandated by section 4 of RTI. This is certa inly increasing RTI queries.  

¶ Geographical reach:  Majority of t he Information Commissions are situated  in the State 
capitals, which results in appellants undergoing an a dditional cost in order to attend the 
hearings.  
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¶ Role confusion : There is no clear divisi on of responsibilities between the State Information 
Commissio n and the Nodal Department in terms of monitori ng the implementation of RTI 
Act.  

Way Forward:  
¶ Repealing of  the Official Secret Act.  
¶ Introducing an oath of transparency.  
¶ To use of multi -media cam paigns in local languages for awareness.  
¶ Opening up the workin g of parliamentary standing committees for publ ic access.  
¶ A centralized database of all RTI applicants wit h their information requests and responses 

from information providers would enable the I nformation Commission to publish more 
accurate numbers in the annual reports.  

¶ The State Government ha s to pla y a facilitative role to the Information Commission through  
issuance of supporting rules/orders to the Public Authorities.  

¶ The benefits of setting up regional offices far outweigh the initial capital costs inv olved in 
setting them up. So there is a  need to  set up regional offices.  

¶ The role of the Centre/State Gove rnment is to facilitate the Public Authorities in 
implementation of the Act. This can ha ppen through providing support to Public Authorities 
for train ing, development of software applicatio ns, e -Training modules, generating 
awareness amongst citizens etc.  

Conclusion:  
        The second Administrative Reforms Commission has rightly called the RTI as  òMasterkey to 
Good Governanceó. The need of the hour is  to weed out the flaws and plug the loo pholes t o guard 
this peopleõs legislation. The words of Sir Francis  Bacon ñ òKnowledge is poweró ñ aptly bring 
out the essence of the Right to Information Act (RTI).  
 
Instances of poor implementation: Central Informati on Commission took an average of 319 da ys to 
hear and give an order on an appeal from the date it was filed before the commission, with the 
maximum number of days taken by the CIC reaching to 86 2 days. The  callous attitude of Information 
Commissioners (ICs ) reflects in the fact that an average of 56 p er cent of orders recorded violations 
of Section 20 of the RTI, based on which penalties should have been imposed. But a penalty was 
imposed in only  4 percent of the cases  
 

Q) Frequent transfers of government empl oyees is  a constant source of worry, which 

affects their performance negatively. Comment.   (250 words ) 
Livemint  

Why  this  questio n  

The recent CBI episode highlights the plight of government servants at the hands of their political 
masters. In this context it is essential to discuss how the transfers and postings affect the life of a 
government servant. 

Directive  wor d  

Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon.   

Key  demand  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue of transfers and 
postings in government services and express our opinion as to how it affects the public servants work 
and social life. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction ς write a few introductory lines highlighting lack of transparency and logic in 
transfers and postings. E.g mention the examples of some famous civil servants who were 
transferred many a times in their career. 

Body - 

DIscuss how frequent transfers and postings affect the professional and personal life of a civil 
servant. E.g 
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¶ Lack of education and health facilities at remote places. 

¶ governments tend to wield the matter of transfers cynically, as a tool for punishment, 
injecting an element of unpredictability into an ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΩǎ career. 

¶ Lack of predictability in career. 

¶ It makes a civil servant compliant to ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎΩ and politicians wishes. 

¶ It undermines their performance and honesty etc. 

Discuss the need to bring transparency and fairness in the process. 

conclusion - based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introduction : 
¶ Job transf ers are a huge matter for governments and their employees, a source of constant 

worry for empl oyees and apparent satisfaction for governments . 
¶ The lack of transparency and logic  in the transfers and postings give the political masters 

an extra ed ge over th e bureaucrats . 
¶ Multiple incidents of officers like Ashok Khemka, Sanjeev Chaturvedi, Durga Sha kthi 

Nagpal, Roopa Moudgil and mostly recently Alok Kumar show the rampant usage of transfer 
as tool to control the bureaucrats . 

  
Body : 

¶ The frequent tr ansfer of officers has effects on the governance, professional as well personal 
lives of the officers . 

Professional level : 
¶ Articles 310 and 311 of the Constitution  make it impossible for civil servants to be 

dismissed or demoted by elected representatives . 
¶ Politicia ns exert control over policy outcomes by reshuffling the bureaucracy across posts 

of varying i mportance . 
¶ The òpoliticisationó of the bureaucracy has become a major public policy issue in India . 
¶ It is both  demoralising and demotivating  when civil servants a re not able to see the fruits 

of their efforts . 
¶ Frequent transfers present a major problem for  governance  because civil servants are not 

allowed to stay in a  position long enough to acquire adequate knowle dge of and 
experience in their job . 

¶ It  prevents civ il servants from instituting or sustaining reforms . 
¶ A young officer  cannot retain her idealism  for long if, over a period, she suffers adverse 

consequences because of honesty and integrity . 
¶ Due to politici ansõ desire to control the bureaucracy, not all important posts are filled with 

the most skilled officers. This also results in  underinvestment i n skill by junior 
bureaucrats with career concerns , since investing in loyalty to specific politicians provides  
an alternative path to career success . 

Personal le vel : 
¶ Contented personal life matters a lot to deliver the best at the professional level . 
¶ Affe cts the morale of the officer  as her hard -work, honesty and integrity is not 

appreciated but used as a weapon against herself . 
¶ Frequent transfers take a toll on t he officers as their concentration would be on  setting up 

of home after every transfer . 
¶ The family of the officer  is the wor st affected due to constant transfers . 
¶ Issues of  education of their wards, health facilities to their parents  can take a hi t  

Way for ward : 
¶ In  State of Maharashtra v. Omprakash Ghanshyamdas Mudiraj , the Bombay High Court 

showed its concern and observed that òcases of transfer of employees prior to normal period 
of three years on the complaints of political parties should be looked into é with close 
scrutiny.ó Fixing tenure of bureaucrats will promote professionalism, efficiency a nd 
good governance . 

¶ Various st eps have been taken by the government as well as the judiciary to curb this 
menace. The Central government introduced  the Indian Adm inistrative Service (Fixation 
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of Cadre Strength) Regulations, 1955 (amended in 2010),  that pro vides for a minimum 
tenure for  postings for civil servants in all States . 

¶ So far only 13 States and Union Territories have issued formal notices under the regulat ions 
indicating their acceptance . 

¶ Maharashtra is the only State to come out with a specific la w ñ the òMaharashtra 
Governmen t Servants Regulation of Transfer and Prevention of Delay in Discharge of 
Official Duties Act, 2005.ó It provides for a  minimum tenu re of three years for all IAS 
officers and some State government employees . Any violation of t he Act may be referred 
to the Maharashtra Administrative Tribunal with appeal lying at the Bombay High Court . 

¶ The Administrative Reforms Commission and Fifth Pay Commission  have also 
endorsed the idea of a  high -powered civil services board both at the Cent re and the 
States  to look into  and regulate cases of premature transfers of civil servants . 

¶ The draft Public Services Bill, 2007  stipulates that the Central gover nment should fix a 
minimum tenure for cadre posts, which may be filled on the basis of merit, suitability and 
experience, wi th proper norms and guidelines to enforce transfers and postings. It proposes 
explicit limits on the political executiveõs ability to transfer bureaucrats before they complete 
two years of service . 

¶ A new provision should be in troduced to ensure that  no ran dom transfers are made after 
10 years of service  and that the civil servant should  be placed in a subject stream for 
which s/he has specialised during training . 

Conclusion : 

¶ There is need to balance the governmentõs inherent right to transfer a civil servan t against 
the need for  effectiveness and independence in policy implementation and better 
institutional and procedural reforms.  The best way to achieve this is by  granting those 
in crucial positions stability of tenure . 

 

Q) Critically analyze whether the leadership role provide d by IPS to CAPF should be 

abolished or curtailed at the very least  ?  (250 words ) 
Ind ianexpress  

Why  this  questio n  

The issue raised in the question has been brought to spotlight as a result of the recommendations of 
the rajya sabha committee which held that leadership positions currently reserved for the IPS in the 
CAPFs may be abolished outright, or at least severely curtailed. The issue needs to be debated in 
depth in context of the role of civil services in India. 

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to first explain the issue. Thereafter, we need to give arguments both in 
favour of and against the issue raised in question and give a fair and balanced opinion based on 
arguments made. 

Directive  wor d  

Critically analyze ς When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΩ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad 
of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction  ς Explain the leadership role provided by IPS to CAPF and why this issue is a matter 
of debate. 

Bod y  

Give arguments in favour of IPS retaining leadership role in CAPF 

The idea that they are interlopers is patently absurd because they have been recruited to be posted 
to leadership positions in the central government. In fact, the states are always reluctant to spare 
IPS officers for central deputation. 
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The second issue that merits attention is that police is in the state list of the Constitution. In 
peacetime, the CAPFs are primarily a reserve resource for supporting the state police forces. It is, 
therefore, necessary that their leadership is in complete synergy in understanding the challenges of 
policing at the state and central level. 

Courtesy their experience in policing roles the provide a humane touch to CAPF 

inter-departmental coordination between various CAPFS and State Police becomes smooth and 
seamless with the presence of IPS officers in every CAPF 

exposure, training and grooming of an IPS officer matches with the job requirements for the senior 
posts of CAPFs etc 

Give arguments against retaining the leadership role of IPS in CAPF 

parliamentary panel has recommended that the post of Director-General and other senior positions 
in Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) should not be reserved for Indian Police Service officers. The 
panel has suggested that the nature of duty of CAPF are more similar to that of the Armed Forces 
and it would make more sense to bring more officers from the Armed Forces on deputation 

Keeping in view the interest and morale of CAPF cadre etc 

Con clusion  ð Based on arguments made above, give a fair and balanced opinion and discuss way 
forward. 

 
Intr oduction : 
                The Central Armed Police Forces are primarily a reserve resource f or supporting state 
police. The leadership provided by the IP S to five of the BSF, ITBP, SSB, CISF and CRPF, is now 
being questioned with legal challenges by CAPF c adre officers seeking parity with the IPS.  A Rajya 

Sabha committee  has also recommended that  leadership positions currently reserved for the 
IPS in the C APFs may be abolished outright, or at least severely curtailed . A parliamentary 
panel report led by P C hidambaram also criticized the IPS led CAPF management system . 
 
Body : 

¶ Paramilitary forces ar e semi -military forces whose structures are similar to a profe ssional 
military force, but who are not included as a nationõs formal armed forces. 

¶ Paramilitary forces  are often setup with some specific and dedicated roles and 
specialisations and duties, ran ging from protecting our borders to counter -insurgency and 
cou nter -terrorism . 

The rationale behind IPS retaining the leadership role in CAPF is : 
¶ All India Service (A IS) : IPS is an AIS recruited keeping in view the demands to serve state 

government as well as central government. The utilization of IPS officers in the centre has 
a constitutional mandate as per Article 312 . 

¶ State subject:  Police is in the state list of t he Constitution. In peacetime, th e CAPFs are 
primarily a reserve resource for supporting th e state police forces . It is, therefore, 
necessary that their leadership is in complete synergy in understanding the challenges of 
policing at the state and central level . 

¶ Smooth coordination:  The int er-departmental coordination between various CAPFS and 
State Police becomes smooth and seamless with the presence of IPS officers in every CAPF 
étherefore IPS officers are best suited to lead and provide supervisory directions to any 
CAPFs in an effective,  efficient and impartial manner at these ranks . 

¶ Grassroo ts level Experience:  IPS officers get exposure to both issues at the grassroots and 
the challenges of policy making at the Centre. Both these experiences are rich an d useful 
in the making of the civil /police leadership . 

¶ Ground experience:  The various state  police forces have a few hundred battalions of armed 
police and India Reserve Battalions that have IPS commandants. Most IPS officers do a stint 
or two in these pos ts, hence they have working experie nce with CAPF . 

¶ Suitability:  Exposure, training and groom ing of an IPS officer matches with the job 
requirements for the senior posts of CAPFs . 
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¶ Past Experiences : 
o Even those paramilitary forces that are operate in counter i nsurgency and anti -Naxal 

operations , need support of state police forces where the IPS ha ve better 
understanding of grass roots requirements . 

o The success of IPS -led organisations, like Punjab Police and J&K Police in fighting 
militancy, the Grey Hounds of Andhra Pradesh in the fight against  left -wing 
extremism are examples of exceptional leade rship and vision that the IPS can provide 
in special operations . 

The reasons for CAPFs not to be headed by IPS officers are : 
¶ IPS officers have no experience of cutting -edge leadership in these organisat ions at the 

company and battalion level . 
¶ The cadres of  these CAPFs are now capable of leading them on their own . 
¶ CAPFs have a primarily military character and, therefore, a civil service like the IPS has no 

useful role to  play in them . 
¶ The post of Director -General and other senior positions in Central Armed P olice Forces 

(CAPF) should not be reserved for Indian Police Service officers . 
¶ Cadre officers should be considered for the posts of Director General (DG) not just to b oost 
the forcesõ morale but also to widen the selection pool . 

¶ Since CAPFs have a large sp ecialised cadre of officers the report rejected the justification 
for deputation of IPS officers to the top positions in paramilitary forces . 

¶ The deputation of IPS mus t be resorted to only when an exper ienced pool of officers is not 
available to man a posi tion in CAPF . 

¶ They perform specialised tasks and their experience, gained through years in the field 
service, must not be allowed to go waste . 

¶ The deputation of AIS sh ould be limited to ex -cadre posts, i.e. posts that are not part of a 
particular cadre and  lack an adequate pool of trained officers . 

Conclusion : 
                The suggestion to solve policing problems of society through greater militarisation and 
regimen tation of the police are thoroughly  misconstrued and may even be dangerous. India has 
alw ays maintained that a force required to maintain internal security shuld have a human face 
and capability to work with multiple agencies. IPS officers at the helm of C APFs help in achieving 
this . 
                There should not be knee -jerk reactions to a lter the structure altogether leading to chaos 
and internal security threats. A smooth transition of power, if needed at all, based on absolute 
necessity, deliberation s, discussions and roadmap is the w ay forward . 
 

Topic-Development processes and the development industry the role of NGOs, SHGs, various groups and 

associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders 

Q) As India copes with the digital age, it will have to navigate between diverse 

competing interests. Anal yze.    (250 words)  
The hindu  

Why this question 

The article discusses many of the competing interests and controversies that are bound to arise and 
strengthen in the wake of growing adoption of technology in day to day life and everyday 
governance. 

Directive word 

Analyze-here we  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the topic by separating it 
into component parts, and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to dig deep into the growing adoption and penetration of technology in Indian 
society and bring out the controversies, clashes and competing interests that could arise out of it. 
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Structure of the answer 

Introductionς write a few introductory lines about the  growing mobile penetration , internet 
adoption, online presence of citizens, Digital India etc to highlight the increasing role of technology 
in India. 

Body- 

Discuss in paragraphs what competing interests are being and will be generated on account of the 
advent of digital age in India. E.g 

¶ Privacy vs Efficiency 

¶ Govt control of data vs private and foreign control 

¶ Promoting global trade vs protecting local  industry 

Discuss how each pair of conflict of interest is a significant and vital issue. 

Conclusion- based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
Introduction:  
                Smartp hone, Internet usages are on a high in I ndia. It is expected that 374 million 
people will own a smartphone in Ind ia and by 2022, itõs expected to hit 442 million. IAMAI report 
predicts that by 2021, there will be about 635.8 million internet users in India . The Governmentõs 
Digital India project  is further giving a push to the digital governance, thereby increasing t he role 
of technology in India.  
 
Body:  
The Digital age has u ndoubtedly revolutionised several sectors like education, communication, 
business. However, there are many competing interes ts being generated on account of the advent 
of digital age in India.  
  
¶ Fr eedom of Expression vs. Obscenity:  The slapping of sedition  cases against people for 

expression of views on social media.  Example : controversy  over AIB roast video, 
pornography.  

¶ Priva cy vs. Efficiency:  The right to privacy of a person is upheld with measur es like 
encryption of data. However, there have been instan ces where vital data for law and order 
is affected due to the privacy.  Example:  Tracking down the details of fake message 
generators or breaking open of a phone of a terrorist.  

¶ Government control of data vs. private and foreign control:  The issue of data 
governance is still being debated upon hotly. The Nationalisation and localization o f data 
mooted by the State and local play ers as against the globalization of data is at logger heads. 
The issues of data theft, monetizing data without ownerõs permission has led to 
issues.  Example : Facebook analytica scam  

¶ Promoting global trade vs. protect ing local industry : With Digitization, e -Commerce has 
boomed. The entry of global players with  deep pockets has led to the issue of protectionism 
by countries to safeguard t he small players.  Example : Business models of Amazon and 
Walmart affecting the reta ilers and MSMEs.  

¶ Personal data vs. Survei llance:  The fact that governance is turning out to be digitized and 
the governmentõs control over a large amount of personal data is another point of 
conflict.  Example:  Linking Aadhar to several public, private serv ices;  

¶ Net Neutrality:  The issue of owning  the int ernet space by conglomerates and deciding on 
what the user of a service should access goes against the  right to life  of an i ndividual.  

  
Way forward:  
¶ Right to Privacy  is a fundamental right as ruled by the S upreme Court. Thus, there is a 

need to gi ve prima cy to consent of individual.  
¶ Implementation of  Justice BN SriKrishna committee recommendations on Data 

Privacy . 
¶ Equipping lo cal police with Cyber laws and Anti -Cyber crime measures.  
¶ Onus on the MNCõs for user data protection  as done in Germany.  
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¶ Str engtheni ng the IT Act  and  implementation of National Cybersecurity Policy  as per 
global laws.  

¶ Independent regulator  to be set up for  fair trade practices in e -Commerce sector.  
¶ NGOõs, CSO and Peopleõs involvement in drafting a holistic data protection law.  

  
Conclu sion:  
        With  Digital Penetration  on the rise, it is imperative to look at various dimensions where 
interests can be af fected. There is a need to balance the various interests of stakeholders without 
affecting their rights.  
 

Topic ɀIndia and its neighborhood- relations, Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

ÉÎÖÏÌÖÉÎÇ )ÎÄÉÁ ÁÎÄȾÏÒ ÁÆÆÅÃÔÉÎÇ )ÎÄÉÁȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓts 

Q) Indiaõs strategic interests are better served through a continuity in USAõs foreign 

policy. Evaluate.                                                                                       (250 wo rds)  
Reference  
Indianexpress  

Why  this  question  

The article discusses the impact of changes and continuity in US foreign policy on the strategic 
interests of India. The articles discusses the impact on a range of issues from peace in Afghanistan 
to crackdown on pakistan, all of which fall within core strategic interests of India. Hence this question 
would enable us to develop a perspective on India USA bilateral relations. 

Key  demand  of  the  question  

The question expects us to explain what we understand by continuity in ¦{!Ωǎ foreign policy. 
Thereafter, we need to bring out why continuity in ¦{!Ωǎ foreign policy is important for India and its 
impact on LƴŘƛŀΩǎ core strategic interests. Finally, we need to provide our view and discuss way 
forward. 

Direc tive  word  

Evaluate ς When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth 
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here. 

Structure  of  the  answer  

Introduction  ς Explain about the change in guard at the helm of ¦{!Ωǎ foreign establishment and 
mention that it can have several bearings for India and her foreign policy. 

Body  

Explain what you understand by a continuity in ¦{!Ωǎ foreign policy. 

Discuss the impact on LƴŘƛŀΩǎ core strategic interests as a result of ¦{!Ωǎ foreign policy 

¶ Talk about the implications of ¦{!Ωǎ withdrawal from Afghanistan and how it it would affect 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ strategic interests 

Discuss about how change or continuity in ¦{!Ωǎ foreign policy wrt Pakistan can have a bearing on 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ core strategic interests 

¶ Examine the impact of ¦{!Ωǎ policy in Asia Pacific on LƴŘƛŀΩǎ strategic interests in the region 

Discuss what should be IndƛŀΩǎ strategy to deal with such variables 

Conclusion  ð Give a fair and balanced opinion on how important continuity in ¦{!Ωǎ foreign 
policy is for India and discuss way forward. 

Introduction:  

¶ American president Do na ld Trump has got elected with the slogan of ôAmerica Firstõ ôMaking 
America great againõ etc and may sideline interests of other nations for that of Americaõs. 
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He has shown different policy aptitude than his predecessor and could change the direction 
of Americaõs foreign relations with India. 

¶ The constant changes in the top bureaucracy, pulling out of International deals like Paris 
Agreement, Trans -Pacific Partnership shows t he radical changes in USAõs foreign policies. 
James Mattis, who was great advocat e of better India -US relations was recently  removed 
from the job also adding to changes in policies.  

 
Body:  
USAõs foreign policy towards India: 
¶ India and USA relations is on a  rising trajectory. The substantiation for the same can be 

seen through the follo wing 
¶ The two countries had moved the securi ty partnership forward like the signing 

of Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA),LEMOA, 
Gen eral Security Of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA in 2002) starting from 

the civil nuclear d eal.  
¶ New Delhi has also been pleased with t he Trump administrationõs decision to cut off 

assistance to Pakistan for its unwillingness to end its support for t error in Afghanis tan.  
¶ The naming of India as a strategic partner and rechristening of Asia -Pacific  as Indo -Pacific 

shows the importance given  to India -USA relations.  
¶ The Quad dialogue of India and USA  along with Japan and Australia to provide net 

security in Indo -Pacific r egion and to keep Chinaõs aggressiveness at check. 
¶ Impact on Indiaõs core strategic  interest as a result of USAõs changing Foreign Policy:  

Implications of USAõs withdrawal from Afghanistan: 
¶ US President Donald Trump decided to pull out abo ut 7,000 American  troops from 

Afghanistan. The decision to slash the number of troops by half has pr ovoked varied 
reactions in the region and  in the United States.  

¶ With USAõs withdrawal, Indiaõs policy of òAfghan-led, Afghan -owned and Afghan -controlled,ó 
process with parti cipation of the Afghan government can take a back step as other foreign 
powers ba ck  Pakistanõs involvement in Afghan Peace process.  

¶ An expanded Pakistani footprint in Afghanistan would threaten Indiaõs hard-won gains.  
¶ The US pulling out troops from Afghani stan will have implications in the Kashmir Valley as 

terrorist outfits there may feel emboldened.  
Implications due to change  or continuity in USAõs foreign policy with respect to Pakistan: 
¶ With constant radical changes in the bureaucracy , the lack of polic y experience and lack of 

knowledge of regional security issues is likely to prove  consequential, especially in South 
Asia.  

¶ The current blockade of aid based on Pakistanõs poor track record to fight against home-
grown terrorism could be r eversed leading to more attacks on Indian soil.  

  

Other implications:  
Security:  
¶ The recent unilatera l legislations of USA like òCountering Americaõs Adversaries through 
Sanctions Act (CAATSA)ó can affect Indiaõs defence deals with other countries. g.:  purc hase 
of S-400 Trium f missile air defence systems from Russia.  

¶ Constant changes in USAõs policy towards West Asian countries has led to instabil ity, 
thereby affecting the Indian diaspora  g.:  Operation Rahat in Yemen.  

Trade and Economy:  
¶ The pulling out of US A from Joint Compre hensive  Plan of Action affects the energy security 

of India as we import signific an t amount of oil from Iran.  
¶ The reduced in terest of USA in the Asia Pacific region can lead to Chinaõs domination in the 

region significantly affecting our  òAct Eastó Policy and freedom of navigation in the region.  
¶ The Protectionism policy of USA has affe cted the Indian MNCõs and prospects of many 

skilled engineers, this inturn can affect on our remittances.  
Indiaõs strategy to deal with variables of USAõs foreign policy : 
¶ Indi a must take support of other regional organisations like  SCO, Heart of Asia  confe rence 

and bilateral relations with Afghanis tan to deal with Afghan issues.  
¶ India must focus on bilateral relations with other nations like Russia, China which would 

ensure her  strategic interests are better served.  
¶ Use of Global forums like UNO to isolate Pakistan on international stage.  
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¶ Indian for eign policy must seek to leverage Indiaõs strategic autonomy in order to safeguard 
sovereign rights and promote national interests w ithin a multi -polar world.  

 
Conclusion:  
¶ Considering the possible implications on Indiaõs core strategic interests, India needs to 
ensure that her interests donõt hinge on USAõs policies completely. The continuity of USAõs 
foreig n policy definitely benefits  India but the alternatives must be kept ready.  

 

Q) The recent  political results in Bangladesh will provide a fillip to India Bangladesh 

bilate ra l relations. Comment .                                                                  (250 words)  
Economi ctimes  

Why  this  question  

The recent elections in Bangladesh will have a bearing on the relationship between India and 
Bangladesh as has been seen earlier. It is important to understand how the recent elections impact 
India Bangladesh relations. 

Key  demand  of  the  question  

The question expects us to bring out how the election result in Bangladesh would impact the bilateral 
relations between the two countries and discuss the way forward. 

Directive  word  

Comment ς When you are asked to comment, you have to pick main points and give your ΨƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΩ 
on them based on evidences or arguments stemming from your wide reading. Your opinion may be 
for or against, but you must back your argument with evidences. 

Structure  of  the  an sw er  

Introduction  ς Talk about the results in Bangladesh national elections. Mention that in case of 
Bangladesh we have seen that the relationship with India has historically been dependent on who is 
in power there. 

Body  

Discuss the impact of election result in bilateral relations between the two countries. You should 
discuss the impact by classifying them into strategic , economic and geopolitical impacts. 

steadfast partner in the fight against counter-terrorism, connectivity initiatives, and sub-regional 
cooperation, Hasina is poised to play a major role in 5ŜƭƘƛΩǎ initiatives in Bay of Bengal and Northeast 
amid /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ massive inroads in South Asia. Stability in Bangladesh like Bhutan is imperative for 
India amid political uncertainties in certain other parts of neighbourhood that includes Sri Lanka and 
Afghanistan, according to ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΩ familiar with 5ŜƭƘƛΩǎ South Asia strategy. 

staunch ally in Dhaka further assists Delhi against Pak Army & L{LΩǎ designs to foment cross-border 
extremism in the region 

Bangladesh that is all poised to emerge as a middle-income country opens up a huge market for 
Indian investors etc 

Discuss about the fact that erstwhile Khaleda Zia regime in Bangladesh had strong reservations 
against granting connectivity and transit to the neighbours on the pretext that it would infringe on 
the sovereignty of Bangladesh. It was the Sheikh Hasina-led government that realized that granting 
connectivity and transit was a win-win situation for Bangladesh. 

Conclusion  ð Give your view on the future prospect of India Bangladesh relations in light of these 
factors. 

Introduction:  

¶ Indiaõs courteous relationship with Bangladesh has been vision from the time of 
Bangabandhu Sh eikh Mujibur Rahman, the first Prime Minister of Bangladesh. The recent 
general elections was won by the Awami League (found ed by the latter), which has been 
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Pro-India in the geopolitical arena of South Asia vis -à-vis the Bangladesh National 
Party.Indiaõs links with Bangladesh are civilizational, cultural, social and economic.  

 
Body:  
The impact of the electoral win of Awami lea gue on India can be studied under the following heads.  
¶ Strategic  

1.  A steadfast partner in the fight against counter -terrorism.  
2.  Awami L eague is poised to play a major role in Delhiõs initiatives in Bay of Bengal (g 

BIM STEC, SASEC ) and Northeast India amid Chi naõs massive inroads in South Asia. 
3.  Stability in Bangladesh like Bhutan is imperative for India amid political 

uncertainties in cert ain other parts of neighbourhood that includes Sri Lanka and 
Afghanistan, accord ing to expertsõ familiar with Delhiõs South Asia strategy.  

4.  A staunch ally in Dhaka further assists Delhi against Pak Army & ISIõs designs to 
foment cross -border extremism in th e region, according to persons familiar with 
South Asian politics.  

¶ Economic  
1.  Bang ladesh is all poised to emerge as a middle -income country opens up a huge 

market for Indian investors.  
2.  Bangladesh has already emerged as major source for remittances for Indian s after 

the Gulf region.  
3.  Bangladesh is the highest recipient of Indiaõs concessio na l Line of Credit that almost 

amounts to e ight billion USD.  
4.  Connectivity between Bangladesh and neighbouring countries including India have 

received great boost during the la st ten years from Hasinaõs pro-active stance on 
enhancing connectivity i n South a nd  Southeast Asia.  

5.  Major initiatives like t he Kaladan Multimodal project, BBIN road project, Bus & train 
services between Kolkata and North Eastern states are at various stage s of 
construction and operation.  

6.  Currently, four border haats are operat ional alo ng the India -Bangladesh border. Two 
border haats are located in Meghalaya at Kalaichar and Balat and two are located in 
Tripura at Srinagar and Kamalasagar.  

7.  Regional connectiv ity between Bangladesh and its neighbours is expected in 
implementation of the pl anned concept of ôBlue Economy õ now that Bangladesh is 
in receipt of new marine territories as a result of the maritime verdict wins through 
arbitration against India and Myan mar.  

¶ Geopolitical  
1.  Bangladeshõs location is a strategic wedge between mainland Ind ia and Northeastern 

seven states of the Ind ian Union. Each of these states is land -locked and has shorter 
route to the sea through Bangladesh.  

2.  Bangladesh is a natural pillar o f òLook East Policy ó. A friendly Bangladesh that 
ensures no anti -India t error or in surgent activities can be carried out fro m its soil 
unlike in the past will substantially assist India in handling security problems in 
some of its restive north -east States . 

3.  The navigable rivers in Indiaõs Northeast that could connect West Bengal or Ori ssa 
ports pass through Bangladesh. The only  entry to and exit from the Northeastern 
region of India is through the Siliguri Corridor that is close to the Chinese border 
and wi thin striking distance of Bangladesh. The Siliguri Corridor is the most 
sensitive  ôchoke pointõ for the Indian Union. 

4.  The 10 0 th  Constitutional Amendment Act of India  which involved exchange of the 
enclaves between India and Bangladesh can act as model for other issues like the 
Teesta river water sharing.  

Areas which need to be  worked u po n:  
1.  A major area of contention has been th e construction and operation of the Farakka Barrage 

by India to increase water supply in the river Hoogly. Bangladesh insists that i t does not 
receive a fair share of the Ganges waters during the drier se asons, an d gets flooded during 
the monsoons when Ind ia releases excess waters.  

2.  There have also been disputes regarding the transfer of TeenBigha Corridor to Bangladesh.  
3.  Terrorist activ ities carried out by outfits based in both countries, like BangaSena and  

Harkat -u l-Jihad -al -Islami. Recently India and Bangl adesh had agreed jointly to fight 
terrorism.  
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4.  Illegal Bangladeshi immigration into India. The border is porous and migrants are able to 
cross illegally, though sometimes only in return for financial or oth er incent ives to border 
security personnel. Banglade shi officials have denied the existence of Bangladeshis living 
in India and those illegal migrants found are described as having bee n trafficked.  

5.  Continuous border killing of Bangladeshi people by Indian border gu ards, aiding illegal 
immigrants, helping in  armed dacoity, fake money transfer and illegal drug trades by both 
Indian and Bangladeshi people are the major problems between Ban gladesh and India.  

 
Conclusion:  

¶ Bangladesh as a neighbour, a close partner for re gional development, security and 
cooperatio n, is a central pillar in  Indiaõs òNeighbourhood Firstó policy. 

¶ An economically strong, secular and democratic Bangladesh is integra l to New Delhiõs 
interests and also of the subcontinent as a whole.  

 

Q) The new electricity gu idelines released by Mi nistry of power are a first step 

towards creating a true regional market in South Asia. Analyze.               (250 words)  
The hindu  

Why  this  question  

Regional integration in South Asia has never taken off. Bhutan in the past had rued issues with 
pricing of electricity. The new guidelines would do well to alleviate such issues and also lead to 
greater connectivity at least for BBIN nations. 

Key  demand  of  the  question  

The question expects us to explain the recent electricity guidelines of the ministry and explain how 
it would boost the regional market in South Asia and discuss the benefits that it would pass on to 
India in terms of economic benefits and better relations with neighborhood. 

Directive  word  

Analyze ς When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Structure  of  the  answer  

Introduction  ς Discuss about the lack of integration in South Asia. 

Body  

Explain the recent guidelines by the ministry 

Discuss the benefits that will be accrued as a result of these guidelines 

¶ Bhutan and Nepal were coaxing India to relax the non tariff  barriers and these guidelines 
would lead to better relations 

¶ Highlight that a vision to ensure connectivity in electricity sector of South Asia was dreamt 
with SAARC Framework Agreement for Energy Cooperation , however the issues with SAARC 
came in the way 

Discuss how it would be economically beneficial for India and also from the point of view of electricity 
security 

Conclusion  ð Give your view on why these guidelines would help in building greater connectivity 
in the region and discuss way forward. 

 
Introduction:  
        The South Asian region is the least politically and economically integrated region in the world. 
The poor show of SAARC vis -à-vis ASEA N, European Union is a point in case for the sa me. The 
Union Ministry of Power is sued a seemingly anodyne memo that set the rules for the flow of 
electricity across South Asian borders.  
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Body:  
The guidelines given by the ministry are as below.  
¶ Agreements f or Trade:  Any cross border transactions between India and neighbouring 

country sh all be guided though bilateral agreements.  
¶ Institutional Framework:  The Cross border trade shall be regulated and facilitated by 

rules and regulations. Central Electric Regula tory Commission (CERC) is t he designated 
body and the regulations so framed will be binding on all parties.  

¶ Co-operation wit h Neighbouring countries:  The designated authority shall co -ordinate 
with the neighbouring countryõs nodal agency to facilitate trade, planning, monitoring and  
co-ordinating, Maintaining Grid Safety, security and operation etc. The cross border trade 
of electricity shall be governed by the policies of respective countries.  

¶ Tariff:  The tariff shall be decided based on Government to Gove rnment Negotiations.  
¶ Disput e Resolution:  between the countries through Singapore International Arbitration 

centre or as mutu ally agreed. Disputes within Indian Territory as per provisions of 
Electricity Act, 2003.  

 
Previous Efforts:  

¶ The vision to ensure co nnectivity in electricity s ector of South Asia was dreamt with 
The SAARC Framewor k Agreement for Energy Cooperation and the India -Nepal Power 
Trade Agreement  was signed in 2014. However issues like agreements imposed only few 
restrictions on trade, private  sector participation and t o facilitate market rationality in 
electricity commerc e cropped up.  

¶ The efforts continued and in 2016, the Union Ministry of Power released certain guidelines. 
They imposed a slew of major restrictions on stakeholders involved in  cross -border 
electricity t rade. These seemed to be a reaction to perceptions of increased Chinese 
investment and influence in the energy sectors of South Asian neighbours.  

¶ The benefits that will be accrued as a result of these guidelines are multifold.  
En ergy Security:  
¶ A liberal tr ading regime in electricity is in Indiaõs national interest.  
¶ A seamless SAARC power grid  can secu re the energy needs of India and its neighbours.  
¶ The diversifying of energy sources  is a need to secure Energy interests of India  
¶ With bountiful energy, the pr ices of the electricity will reduce and stabilize. Thi s will help 

fight the poverty across South Asian countries.  
Diplomatic ties:  
¶ India now recognises that economic interdependency created by such arrangements have 

the political  benefit of positioning  Ind ia as a stable development partner . 
¶ The Regulations of  the guidelines would allay the fears of th e perceived ôBig Brotherõ notion 

of the neighbours of India.  
¶ With better trade ties, other issues can be ironed out easily like BBIN  road network, 

Fishermen is sue with SL etc.  
¶ This is a crucial move towards the ev olution of complex, multi -country market 

ar rangements.  
Renewable Energy Goals:  
¶ As India transitions to a power grid dominated by renewables, regional trade could prove 

useful in maintaining grid stability.  
¶ Indiaõs INDC goals of 40% of energy to be sourced from Renewables by 2030 could be met.  
¶ Examp le:  hydropower from the Himalayan nations Nepal and Bhutan, is instrumental for 

a greener grid. Wind Energy from Srilanka.  
SAARC Gro wth:  
¶ Itõs a tentative first step towards the  creation of a true regional market  in which 

generators across the subcontinent compete to deliver low -cost, green energy to consumers.  
¶ This would  soften the hard borders of South Asia ; it is essentially a politi cal vision.  
¶ The guid elines allow tripartite trading arrangements, where power gen erated in a country 

is routed over the terr itory of a neighbour to be consumed in a third.  
¶ This is a crucial move towards the evolution of complex, multi -country market 

arrang ements.  
Reduced Chin ese influence:  
¶ The concern that India was enabling the incurs ion of foreign influence into neighbouring 

power sectors is addressed.  
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¶ The Chinese Hegemony in the neighbours of India can be reduced to a decent extent.  
Boost to ôMake in Indiaõ: 
¶ India can cater  to the needs of the equipments like solar panels, wind mill blades and export 

it to the neighbours. Thi s could give an imminent boost to òMake in Indiaó. 
 
Conclusion:  

¶ In an atmosphere of regional intrigue and mistrust, it is a rare and  recent example 
of political pragmatism . 

¶ It is important not only because it  lead s South Asian electricity trade in progress ive 
directions  but is also a concession to Indiaõs neighbours in an area of political and 
economic importance.  

 

Q) J&K needs sustained coordinated e fforts of public ou treach from all stakeholders 

in order to establish long term peace in the state. Comment.                  (250 words)  
Indianexpress  

Structure  of  the  answer  

Introduction ς write a few introductory lines about the  present situation in Kashmir. E.g Highest 
number of militants killed in a decade, ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ rule followed by tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ rule etc. 

Body - 

Discuss the need for sustained and coordinated efforts of public outreach involving all the key 
stakeholders. E.g 

¶ While the aǊƳȅΩǎ Operation Sadbhavna (a military civic action initiative of 20 years) has 
helped in extending marginal outreach, the lack of mass engagement has prevented the 
development of any perception change and the creation of alternative narratives to counter 
the propaganda from Pakistan and the separatists. 

¶ Need to engage the security personnel especially army and CRPF for public outreach and 
conduct of public meetings and include the politicians and the public officials along with. 

¶ Need to explore recruitment rallies, when youth are in a different state of mind. 

¶ Need to involve local clergy which has substantial hold on the local populace and seek its 
cooperation in messaging the youth and others on the uniqueness of the Indian system. 

¶ Exploitation of social media, as much as the countering of online propaganda. 

¶ Setting aside of the mutual fears of the people of Jammu and of Kashmir and bringing the 
people of Ladakh into this ambit as well. 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
Introduction:  
        The insurgency in Jammu and Kashmir began in 1989 and has ebbed and flowed in the 
inte rvening years. In 2018, the death toll for militants and security forces in Kashm ir touched the 
highest point in a decade, a ccording to official figures, with more than 400 killed. The state of J&K 
is now under Presidentõs rule owing to the failure of the coalition government, thereby wiping out 
of the peopleõs mandate. The absence of any meaningful political process to address  Kashmiri 
grievances points to a more violent situation in the coming years.  
 
Body:  
                Outrage ov er the Shopian rape in cident, invocation of collective conscience during Afzal 
Guruõs execution, the capture of the newsrooms in Delhi, the sancti monious politics of rescue 
during the September 2014 floods, coalition government in 2015, pellet -gun -related mass blinding 
during t he Burhan Wani agitation were some of the major provocations in last decade that pushed 
Kashmiris towards a suicidal upsurge  against the Indian state. Thus, there is a shrinking 
democratic space and increased violence in the J&K.  
Ther e is a need for sustai ned and coordinated efforts of public outreach involving  all the key 
stakeholders . 
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State:  
¶ Non-violent and democratic method s to achieve political aspirations.  
¶ The way out of the deadlock in Kashmir is  to strengthen democracy . 
¶ Empowerment of Local Governme nts  which involves people at the grassroots level.  
¶ Setting aside of the mutual fe ars of the people of Jammu and of Kashmir a nd bringing the 

people of Ladakh into this ambit as well.  
¶ Socio economic development through various go vernmental schemes.  
¶ Conductin g recruitment rallies to employ the youth , who are in a different state of mind.  

Security Forces:  
¶ While the armyõs Operation  Sadbhavna (a military civic action initiative of 20 

years)  has helped in extending marginal outreach, the lack of mass engagement h as 
prevented the development of any perception change and the creation of alterna tive 
narratives to counter the propaganda f rom Pakistan and the separatists.  

¶ Direct outreach:  conduct of public meetings or òawami sunwaisó in the field in areas where 

the rea ch of the administration had become marginal.  Example:  Awami Sunwaiõs of the 
past . 

¶ Maximum opportunity to the common citizen s to  speak, criticise and complain , so they 
can realise that there are enough people willing to listen rather than talk down to the 
common Kashmiri.  

¶ Need to engage the security personnel especially army and CRPF f or public outreach and 
conduct of public me etings and include the politicians and the public officials along with.  

Religious heads:  
¶ Involvement of  local clergies  who has subst antial hold on the local populace and seek its 

cooperation in messaging the youth  and others on the uniqueness of the Indian  system.  
¶ Exploitation of social media, as much as the countering of online propaganda of 

radicalisation . 
Non -State Actors:  
¶ The other  major determinant is J&K is the part of Non -State Actors like Separatists, 

Neigh bouring Pakistan and the state sponsored te rrorists.  
¶ They have a considerable hold on the people and their opinions.  
¶ Engaging the non -state actors  through  interlocutors, Tier -2 diplomacy  should help 

alleviate the fears and misunderstandings that have cropp ed up.  
Media:  
¶ Media described as the fourth  pillar of democracy plays a very vital role.  
¶ They are responsible for reporting of the incidents in a true and unvitiated manner. 

However, the political patronage and ownership by big media houses has made more o ne 
sided views.  

¶ With internet on the surge and ease of access of information at tips, they help in shaping 
the views and opinions o f people.  

¶ Media should be ethical and democr atic in its approach. It should spread the message of 
peace and harmony across pe ople.  

 
Conclusion:  
                The spir it of accommodation and tolerance  should be inculcated and must be 
practiced from lowest  to top echelons of State to alleviate the m istrust of people in latter. Isolated 
efforts by different organisations prevent the emergence of a cogent strategy. As our ex-PM 
Vajpayee had once said:  ôInsaniyat, Jamhuriyat, Kashmiriyatõ, which means  humanity , peace, 
and keeping the sanctity of the peo ple  is the foundation for peace in  J&K . 
 

Q) Faith b ased diplomacy has several limitations and  may prove costly for Indiaõs 

national interests in the long run. Comment.                                             (250 words)  
The hindu  

Why  this  question  

India has been at the forefront of religious diplomacy as can be gauged from conducting Yoga 
sessions and enlightening the world about Ayurveda to high profile visits to/  from foreign countries 
to important religious sites. In this context it is essential to look into the issue and find whether 
religion based diplomacy should be pursued or not. 
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Directive  word  

Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon.   

Key  demand  of  the  que stion.  

The question wants us to express our knowledge and understanding about the recent efforts by India 
to capitalize on faith based diplomacy and bring forth an opinion as to whether it may/ may not 
prove costly for LƴŘƛŀΩǎ national interests in the long run. 

Structure  of  the  answer  

Introdu ction ς write a few introductory lines about some of the recent diplomatic moves of the 
government which involved or emphasized religion. E.g Sri Lanka officials visit to Bodh Gaya; 
Citizenship Bill,  Visits of high level Indian officials including the PM to several foreign shrines etc. 

Body - 

Discuss the flaws in such approach and why it can be dangerous for India. E.g 

¶ It can trigger a backlash from communities and countries hostile to any particular religion. 

¶ Such an approach which focuses on a single or a few religions undermines LƴŘƛŀΩǎ rich 
cultural and religious heritage. 

¶ It also undermines LƴŘƛŀΩǎ secular foundations. 

¶ It can cause deep rifts between countries disfavouring any particular religion being 
promoted and India etc. 

Conclusion - based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introduction:  
        Faith based diplomacy or òReligious diplomacyó means using faith to bring people an d 
nations together. It is a form of multi -track diplomacy that seeks to integrate  the dynamics 
of religious faith with the c onduct of international peacemaking and statecraft.  
 Indian government has used this as a part of its foreign policy since 2014 in i ts outreach to the 
neighbouring countries  in the Subcontinent and beyond. The rec ent Kartarpur corridor, a 5 -km 
visa free co rridor, in Punjab connecting Gurdwara  Kartarpur Sahib in Pakistan is one of an 
example.  
                                        
Body : 
        The other Instances include the  efforts to rebuild the long -neglected B uddhist bridge to the 
world by inviting Sri lankan delagates (top military brass) to Bodh Gaya in2018. Efforts with Nepal 
to forge a Hindu religion based civilization ties etc.  
                        Several foreign relation experts have opined that there are many inherent flaws in 
such approach an d it can be dangerous for India.  
¶ Secularism:  

o India has declared herself as a secular country.  
o Faith based diplomacy undermines India õs secular foundations. 

¶ Diversity:  
o India also believes in òUnity in Diversityó. 
o We have seen major religions take birth in I ndia like Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism 

and people from all faiths live in India.  
o Such an approach which focuses on a single or a few r eligions undermines Indi aõs 

rich cultural and religious heritage.  
¶ Diplomatic Setb acks:  

o It can cause deep rifts between count ries disfavouring any particular religion being 
promoted and India.  

¶ National Security:  
o It can trigger a backlash from communities an d countries hostile to any particular 

religion.  
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o Further, it can lead to polarizat ion of societies and lead to communalism an d 
increased radicalisation.  

o Religious and linguistic minorities can feel insecure, thus affecting their morale. This 
could lead to c ivil wars as  seen in Srilanka.  

¶ Soft power:  
o Indian Diaspora across countries has a ccepted multiple faiths over generations.  
o This can reverse the Indiaõs soft power gains achieved through International Yoga 

Day, Ayurvedic researches.  
  
Conclusion:  
        Mi xing persona l faith with bilateral diplomacy makes for good optics when all goes well, but 
when bilateral ties suffer, it ge ts personal all too quickly. In the longer run, the non -secular foreign 
policy initiatives of trade, commerce, defence and soft -power will susta in the relationship between 
countries. Faith based diplomacy can comp lement it rather than being mainstream.  

 

Q) Non Alignment is one of the mo st important legacy of Indian foreign policy which 

need not be sacrificed at the altar of pragmatism. Discuss.  (250 words ) 
Indianexpress  

Why  this  questio n  

The article delves deep into Indian foreign policy of non alignment, explains what the policy meant 
for India and the form of non alignment that would help  India in navigating the tides of global 
politics. 

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to explain the indian policy of non Alignment and what impact it has had on 
InŘƛŀΩǎ relation with other nations. Thereafter, we need to analyze the pros and cons of LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 
dalliance with non alignment and explain the nature of non alignment that might be more prudent 
in the current times. 

Directive  wor d  

Discuss ς This is an all-encompassing directive ς you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both 
for and against arguments. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction  ς Explain the Nehruvian idea of non alignment. 

Bod y  

Explain how LƴŘƛŀΩǎ experience with the policy of non alignment has been ς as the leader of non 
aligned movement, and its relationship with major powers 

Discuss the pros and cons of the policy of non Alignment in terms of its impact on achievement of 
the foreign policy objectives of india. Discuss the difference between strategic autonomy and non 
alignment 

Examine the form and nature of non alignment that would work for India ς issue based alignment 
and not ideological 

Conclusion  ς Give a fair and balanced view and discuss way forward. 
  
Introduction : 
        The Non -Aligned Movement was formed during  the Cold War as an organization of States 
that did not seek to formally align themselves with either the United States or the Sovie t Union, 
but sought to remain independent or neutral. It identifies  the ri ght of independent judgment, 
the struggle against imperialism and neo -colonialism, and the use of moderation in relations 
with all big powers  as the three basic elements that have in fluenced its approach . 
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Body : 
 

Indiaõs experience with the policy of non alignme nt : 
¶ NAM played an important role during the Co ld War years in furthering many of the causes 

that India advocated:  Decolonisation , end to apartheid, global nuclear disarmament, 
ushering in of new international economic and information orders . 

¶ NAM enabled In dia  and many newly born countries in 1950õs and 1960õs their sovereignty 
and alleviated the fears of neo -colonialism . 

¶ South -South Co-operation:  NAM together with the Group of 77 (G77ðlargely made up of 
NAM members) succeeded to keep Third World issues on t he agenda in most UN forums, 
effectively suppo rted independence movements in third world country . 

¶ Soft -Power Leadership:  NAM made India a leader for many countries who didnõt want to 
ally with the then global powers USA or USSR. India became a soft -power l eader which still 
holds good till date . 

¶ Balanc ed friendship:  Indiaõs non-alignment gave her the opportunity to get the best of bot h 
the global superpowers of the time in terms of  aid, military support etc. This was in line 
with her objectives of national d evelopment . 

Indiaõs lost opportunities due to NAM : 
¶ There was no mutual agreement to support in case of aggression on a member coun try . 
¶ India faced such a situation when China att acked her in 1962 and Pakistan in 1965 . 
¶ India was against the West in isolatin g the communist China, but the blind friendshi p had 
led to Chinese aggression in 1962. The USA didnõt extend military support in 1962 to India. 
This has serious repercussions in the economy almost leading to a famine . 

¶ Indiaõs muddied relation with China was encashed by Pakistan. Pakistan supported Chi na 
and it became her all -weather friend, the repercussions of which are seen even to day in the 
form of CPEC and constantly troubled Kashmir region . 

¶ The lack of foreign funds, protectionism driven by NAM also le d t o delayed growth of India. 
China which was in a worst condition than India during independence surged ahead and 
is today the la rgest economy in the world . 

NAMõs authority is slowly eroding : 
¶ The end of cold war lead to unipolar world and now tending towa rds  multi -polarity. The 

NAM is now reached irr elevance . 
¶ NAM could not push for reforms in the global bodies like UN, IMF, WTO . Th us, it has 

dissuaded many developing countries f rom pursuing it . 
¶ Disputes within the Global South countries. Example: India -Pak, Iran -Iraq. This has paved 

way for the blocs  to enter . 
¶ Inability to find solution to the West -Asian crisis. Withdrawal of one of  the founder 

members - Egypt, after the Arab Spri ng. 
¶ Most of the members are economically weak; hence they have no say in world  politics or 

economy . 
  
The form and nature of  non alignment that would work for India in the current scenario : 
¶ As the current for eign secretary put, NAM is a basis of our foreig n policy. However, India 

should be aligned on  issue basis and not ideological basis . 
¶ It gives us the capacity to be flexible , gives us the capacity to maintain our  decisional 

autonomy . 
¶ This gives India the  required Strategic autonomy  that is the kind which  a nation can 

exercise depends on its specific circumstances such as size, loc ati on, comprehensive 
national power, and the n ature of the threats among many other things . 

¶ India should also be pragmatic and look at alliances which suit her interests the best . 
Alliances are not a òpermanent wedlockó or some kind ofòbondageó. They are a 
politi cal/military arrangement to cope with a  common threat. When the shared 
understanding of the threat breaks down, so does the alliance . 

  
Conclusion : 
  
India is a large and globalised economy with òbig stakes in all parts of the worldó. Its foreign polic y 
mu st focus on a pragmatic assessment of I ndiaõs interests and the best means to secure them ñ 
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including partnerships and coalitions ñ against current and potential threats. A newer, reformed 
NAM 2.0 can be looked at to continue NAM as our foreign poli cy. 
 

Q) Examine why has SAARC failed to perform its role as an integra tor  and address 

areas of common interests  ?  (250  words)  

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to explain status quo with respect to SAARC, analyze the reasons for its 
abject failure , the impact of poor performance of SAARC in achieving regional aspirations. Discuss 
alternatives to SAARC which India can leverage for boosting regional integration and development. 

Directive word 

Examine ς When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any . 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction ς Explain about SAARC and the status quo of SAARC. 

Body 

Discuss the reasons why issues cropped up in SAARC. 

¶ Asymmetry in the members 

¶ India Pakistan tension 

¶ Individual identities of nation are still strong and they are not willing to subsume that in 
collective identities 

¶ Failure of SAFTA etc 

Discuss the common interests that could have been attained through a regional organization like 
SAARC. 

Highlight that India is looking at other options to regional integration apart from SAARC such a 
BIMSTEC etc to achieve such regional aspirations. 

Conclusion ς Give your view and discuss way forward. 
Introduction:  
                 SAARC was set up in  1985  and today it has  8 members : Afghanistan, Bangla desh , 
Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Srilanka. Afghanistan joined SAARC only in 2007. 
SAARC member nations cooperate on a range of issues from  agriculture, economy, poverty 
alleviation, S&T and culture to encourage people to people contact.  
 
Body:  
 
SAARC aims at integration of south Asian n ations for undertaking  collective efforts to achieve 
common objective of regional stability and prosperity.  Despite geographical con tiguity and 
historical and cultural links , the SAARC region remains the mos t disc onnected regions in the 
world.  
 
SAARC has fa iled in achieving its objectives because:  
¶ India -Pakistan rivalry : This has become a bottleneck in achieving effective coordination. 

India has conveyed that terrorism and talks cannot go on simultaneously.  
¶ Bilatera l issues:  Long pending issues between membe rs like fishermen issue between India 

and Srilanka, Teesta water  sharing between India and Bangladesh, lack of direct access to 
Afgh anistan to other members except Pakistan have restricted in arriving at co mmon 
ground for regional integration.  

¶ Perceived Bi g-Brother attitude of India:  Asymmetry in the region due to shee r size of 
Indian economy and stature in international arena requires  India to play an over active role. 
However, this is perceived as big brot her att itude by other members creating mistrust.  
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¶ Internal Crises:  Almost every member is facing numerous internal crises like Tamils issue 
in Srilanka, Constitutional crisis in Nepal , religious fundamentalism in Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, Terrorism and insta bility in Afghanistan. Consequently, there is no m uch 
enthusiasm to achieve collaboration in the sub continent.  

¶ Chinaõs inroad into SAARC countries: Increasing presence of china in t he region and 
reservations of India with China is creating roadblocks. Ind ia cann ot match the levels of 
financing by China. China with its grand plan of BRI has lured the small nations.  

¶ Poverty - Ridden:  Even though the region accounts for  21% of world popu lation, its share 
in global GDP is just around 3%.  Being one of the povert y ridde n areas of the world, there 
is limited aven ues to achieve synergy.  

The recent issues which highlight the gr owing redundancy of SAARC in terms of achieving its 
stated objective s as well as Indiaõs national interests are: 
¶ SAARC summit scheduled in Isl amabad in 2016 was cancelled due to continued supp ort of 

terrorism by Pakistan. The other nations like Bhutan, Ban gladesh and Afghanistan also 
reiterated the same view.  

¶ A meeting bet ween the foreign ministers of India and Pakistan was scheduled on sideline s 
of UN GA last year. Within 24 hours after announc ing talks, India chose to pull out.  

¶ Pakistanõs decision not to sign agreements on regional connectivity at the Kathmandu 
summit in 2 014. Last minute pulling out of Bhutan from BBIN agreement.  

¶ Sri Lanka has begun t o describe itself as an Indian Ocean countr y. It is merely rediscovering 
its geographic centrality in the I ndian Ocean and celebrating it.  

¶ Maldives, too, has so much to gain b y leveraging its Indian Ocean location rather than pin 
its hopes on the dy stopian  SAARC. 

¶ Increasing sway of China by signing  FTAõs, leasing out land for infrastructure projects has 
affecte d Indian interests and SAARC as an organization.  

 
Way forward  for Ind ia to better realise its strategic and economic interests in South Asia a re:  
¶ BIMS TEC is seen as complimentary for various in itiatives of India like forming a bridge 

between  ASEAN and India , new found concept of Indo -pacific, neighbourhood first 
policy.  

¶ As the largest bay in the world, Bay of Bengal is a pivot for BIMSTEC countr ies. The ir 
combined GDP ñ at 2.85 trillion US Dolla rs ñ and one of the largest combined population 
in the world, gi ves BIMSTEC an inherent advantage.  

¶ Indiaõs Trilateral highway project all the way to Cambodia will further strengthen the 
connectivity with S outh Eas t Asian nations.  

¶ The BBIN Motor Vehicle Agr eement  will help in  connectivity, economic development 
and regio nal integration.  This will also help in the  development of North -East 
India,  which has hitherto been neglected.  

¶ Focus on  SASEC  which is SAARC  minus P akistan;  

¶ The RCEP initiative  will form a bi gger regional and economic entity, thus  strengthening 
our Act East policy.  

¶ The informal QUAD grouping  with USA, Japan and Australia and increased focus on Indo -
Pacific region must be leveraged to  counter t o Chines e hegemony  in South Asian region.  

Conclusio n : 
                Geographies are not static; they evolve, sometimes slowly and quickly at others. Ho w 
we imagine and construct reg ions changes according to circumstances. India must look at 
her  national interest s and strategic autonomy . In the process, s he can take along the 
likeminded neighbours together.  
 

Q) India has often been accused of playing the role of a big brother in its 

neig hbourhood. Evaluate whether this is true.  (250 words)  

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to first bring out the criticism often resorted to by LƴŘƛŀΩǎ neighbours such 
as Nepal, Sri Lanka etc of India acting as a big brother. Discuss the reasons why such a view is held 
by these countries and thereafter delve deep into LƴŘƛŀΩǎ actions with respect to its neighbours to 
evaluate whether these claims are actually true. 
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Directive word 

Evaluate ς When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth 
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction ς Highlight that LƴŘƛŀΩǎ neighbours have often called out India for its big brotherly 
attitude. 

Body 

Discuss the reasons why such a charge is levelled against India ς you can point out the recent 
standoff in Nepal wrt Madhesi agitation, charges that India interferes in the domestic policies of the 
country, the disproportionate size and power of India in comparison to her neighbours 

Highlight what LƴŘƛŀΩǎ policies with respect to her neighbours has been ς you can talk about the 
gujral doctrine and how that doctrine governs LƴŘƛŀΩǎ foreign policy in her neighbourhood. 

Bring out the instances which counter the claim that India acts as a big brother 

Talk about the indus water treaty with Pakistan 

Sharing of water with bangladesh 

treaty of peace and friendship with Nepal and Bhutan etc 

Discuss what India needs to do to see correct these perceptions 

Conclusion ς Give your view and discuss the way forward. 
  
Introduction:  
India is a hu ge in terms of geographical size, economic and military might vis -à-vis its neighbours. 
Indiaõs relations with its smaller neighbours have been showing signs of stress due to changing 
geo-political situations . Consequently, India is criticized as ôbig brotherõ, ôbullyõ, a common thread 
seen across neig hbours.  
        
Body:  
The reasons for levelling such charges against India are:  
¶ The r ecent issue of trade blockade in Nepal which led to allegation that they wer e Ind ia 

sponsored event.  
¶ Nepal also accuses Indi a for meddling in its domestic politics like su pport to Madhesis.  
¶ The human assistance and disaster relief efforts during Nepal eart hquake were branded 

as ômedia photo-opsõ. 
¶ The charges that India interferes in th e domestic policies of the country.  Example : The 

Tamil liberation issue in North Jaffna re gion was seen as interference by Srilankan govt.  
¶ Indiaõs support to UNHCR resolution against the war -crimes was seen as a move against 

Srilanka.  
¶ The inaction of Pakis tan and Myanmar  against terrorist breeding grounds in PoK and 

Manipur borders led to surgi cal strikes. This was considered as an attack on sovereignty.  
 
Indiaõs policies toward her neighbours have been guided by the  principles of Panchasheel  (Non-
inte rferen ce in others internal affairs and respect f or each otherõs territorial unity integrity and 
sovereignty).  
 
More recently, India also came up with the  Gujral doctrine,  which has been leading the relations 
with our neighbours.  The òGujral Doctrineó sought to e nd Indiaõs endless contestations with 
neigh bours and offered to walk the extra mile in resolving longstanding problem. This doctrine 
basically projected India as a  benign big brother  so that peace can be maintained. As a benign 
big brother, Indi a would  giv e concessions to all except Pakistan withou t any reciprocal return 
expectation . It was of  non -reciprocal accommodation of Indiaõs neighbours. 
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                Indiaõs foreign policy has aimed at helping the neighbours and a peaceful co -existence 
as evident through the following instances.  
¶ The Indus water treaty  with Pakistan where water of three rivers are shared with Pakistan.  
¶ Sharing of Ganga Water with Bangladesh : It is in pu rsuance of this policy that late in 

1996 India concluded an agreement wi th Bangla desh on sharing of Ganga Waters.  
¶ The Treaty  of peace and friendship with Nepal and Bhutan  and providing them economic 

opportunities in India, port access for their trade etc.  
¶ The recent exchange of islands with Bangladesh under the 100 th  Constit ut ional Ame ndment 

Act.  
¶ Economic aid in the form of sof t loans, grants to Nepal, Bhutan, Afghanistan. Construction 

of infrastructure projects like Salma Dam, Parliament house in Afghanist an, Highways in 
Bhutan.  

¶ India Technical and economic cooperation  progr am has bene fited thousands of students 
and professiona ls in Srilanka, Nepal, Bangladesh.  

¶ Humanitarian assistance and disaster relief operations in exigencies like Nepal earthquake, 
Tsuna mi affected Srilanka, Floods in Pakistan and Bangladesh, Drinking water crisis in  
Maldives.  

Way Forward:  
¶ India being a domin ant economy, making unilateral conc essions can help to build trust. 

Thus, implementing Gujral doctrine in its true letter and spirit . 
¶ Low hanging fruits like Power sharing, infrastructure projects to impr ove conne ctivity 

and better people to people contact  in the subcontinent will bring nei ghbours closer.  
¶ Bilateral issues  like Maritime boundary issues with Sri Lanka need to be resolved  to 

address  fishermen issue , Teesta water sharing  between India and Bang ladesh sh ould be 
resolved with consistent talks at h igh levels.  

¶ Border disputes  with Ne pal, Bangladesh, Pakistan and strengthening of the security to 
curb terrorism and drug menace lea ds to healthy economies.  

¶ Resurrection of SAARC, BIMSTEC etc. which can l ead to be tter regional integration 
and increased tru st.  

¶ ôConfidence Building Measuresõ should be taken up to reduce animosity and increase 
friendly relations with neighbours.  

Conclusio n:  

¶ India has been active proponent of strong South Asia. However, there are asper sions by 
neighbours which has led to soured  relations. Increased engagement wi th mutual support 
can help South Asia be more integrated and a developed region. The  neighbourhoo d first 
policy  should be continued to implement in its full force.  

 

Q) Examine the major issues in India Bhut an relati ons and suggest measured for 

continuing the  cohesive and durable relationship with Bhu tan  ?  (250 words)  

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to discuss in brief the status and history of India Bhutan relations. 
Thereafter, we need to discuss the teething issues in India Bhutan relations and discuss how such 
issues can be resolved. 

Directive word 

Examine ς When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any . 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction ς Give a brief history of India Bhutan relations. 

Body 

Discuss the major issues 

¶ Issues with the hydropower project 

¶ Allegations of interference against India 
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¶ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ power-surplus status and the advent of other renewable energies like wind and solar 
power will make it more difficult for Bhutan to ensure that its hydropower sector becomes 
profitable. 

¶ Unless India finds ways to help, it will be accused of the same sort of άŘŜōǘ-ǘǊŀǇǇƛƴƎέ that 
China is accused of today. 

¶ India also needs to focus on policing cross-border trade The goods and services tax still hurts 
Bhutanese exporters, and demonetisation has left lasting scars on the banking system 

Discuss the way forward 

¶ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ effective neighbourhood approach will prove conducive towards building a cohesive 
and durable relationship with Bhutan in the coming days. 

¶ The hydropower projects, where delays in construction and commissioning by the Indian 
companies took place, have led to the /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ increase in the national debt. The tariffs 
need to be re-negotiated. Moreover, in India advent of wind /  solar makes it more difficult 
for Bhutan to ensure that its hydropower sector becomes profitable. 

¶ Considering this legacy of Independent democracy, India should refrain from interfering in 
sovereign matters of Bhutan. 

Conclusion ς Give your view and discuss way forward. 
 
Introduction:  
        Bhutan, nestled in the Himalayas, has shared a cordial relatio ns with India based on 
our  long -standing diplomatic, economic and cult ural relati ons . India has been an  all -weather 
friend  of Bhutan since the latterõs independence. The India ðBhutan tr eaty of friendship and 
cooperation  was signed in  1949  and was updated in  2007,  subjecting the Himalayan nationõs 
security needs to supervisi on. The Tre aty provides for  perpetual peace and friend ship, free trade 
and commerce, and equal justice to each other õs citizens. 
 
Body:  
Importance of Bhutan:  
¶ Bhutan in a  buffer state  betw een India and china. Bhutan shares a 470 km long border 

with China.  
¶ Strategic imp ortance:  The Chumbi Valley is situated at t he trijunction of Bhutan, India 
and China and is 500 km away from the òChickenõs neckó in North Bengal, which connects 
the northeast  with rest of the country.  

¶ To contain insurgency in North -East : Bhuta n has in the  past coo perated with India and 
helped to f lush out militant groups like United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) and 
National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) from the Himal ayan nation.  

  
Assured by India for its  distinct identity and autonom y  since Indi aõs independence Bhutan has 
been in the goo d book of India since the very beginning. There has arisen a need to revisit the 
Indiaõs Bhutan policy and address issues that have come up in the past few years.  
¶ Hydro -power projects:  

o Three  hydro -electric project s (HEPs) totalling  1416 MW , (336 MW  Chukha  HEP, the 
60 MW  Kurichu  HEP, and the 1020 MW  Tala  HEP), are already exporting electricity 
to India.  

o Delays in constructing and commis sioning in Bhutan by Indian companies have led 
to the countryõs burgeoning nation al debt.  

o Indiaõs power-surplus status and t he advent of other renewable energies like wind 
and solar power will make it more difficult for Bhutan to ensure that its hydropower  
sector becomes profitable.  

o Unless India finds ways to help, it will be accused o f the sam e sort of òdebt-trappingó 
that Chi na is accused of today.  

¶ Trade and Commerce:  
o India is Bhutanõs largest trading partner . India and Bhutan have signed an 

Agreement on Trade, Commerce and Transit in 2016, which provides for a free trade 
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regime betwe en the tw o countries aimed at boosting the bilateral trade for mutual 
benefit.  

o The goods and services tax still hurts Bhutanese exporters, and demonetisation has 
left lasting scars on the banking system.  

o Governmentõs decision to cut cooking gas  subsidy  jus t before the 2013 elections in 
Bhutan has o ften been shown as proof of Indian interference.  

¶ Security Issues:  
o Doklam crisis and incidences of Indian presence being mistakenly r epresented as 

Indian encroachment have the potential to deteriorate t he relations hip betwe en the 
two countries and push Bhut an into the lap of China.  

o It has even raised doubts of a few that India is acting as a òBig Brotheró. 
¶ Joint Ventures:  

o The joint vent ures are stuck because the Indian PSEs insist on having more 
manageri al control a nd have r efused to come up with agreed fina ncing.  

¶ Connectivity:  
o Indiaõs plan for regional connectivity seems to have hit a dead-end with Bhutan.  
o The Bhutanese Parliament didnõt ratify the implementation of  BBIN  project  which 

will further affect  the connect ivity.  
  
The measures for continuing the co hesive and durable relationship with Bhutan are:  
¶ The principles of  Panchsheel  and  Gujral doctrine  must drive our relations towards 

Bhutan.  
¶ The hydropower projects, where delays in construction and comm issioning by  the Indian 

companies took place, have led to the Countryõs increase in the national debt. The tariffs 
need to be re -negotiated.  

¶ The advent o f wind / solar energy in India mak es it more difficult for Bhutan to ensure that 
its hydropower sector becomes prof itable. This concern must be addressed.  

¶ Ind ia must be careful  not to seem bossy , and end up souring up its relationship with 
Bhutan as was do ne in the case of Nepal. Consideri ng this legacy of Independent 
democracy,  India should refrain from in terfering in  sovereign matters of Bhutan . 

¶ A politically  stable Bhutan  is important to India. An unstable and restive Bhutan would 
not only jeopardize Ind iaõs investments in that country but also provide a safe haven for 
anti -India activities and anti -India  militant gr oups.  

¶ India needs to focus on  policing cros s-border trade.  
¶ India needs to  discard the tradition of offering economic subsidies and negotiatin g 

project proposals with neighbour ing capitals  and focus instead on enabling agreements, 
and let market  forces leve rage the existing economic and geographic c omplementarities.  

¶ Standby credit facility  extended to Bhutan need to be reassessed as per current exchange 
rates and economic stabil ity.  

¶ The Doklam crisis  can be taken as a wake -up call and be used as an opportuni ty rather 
than as a continuing threat with China.  

¶ More people to people contact : Steps should be taken to involve people in national, 
regiona l or cultural events so that close  and strong relations between the two countries 
could be sustained.  

¶ India needs t o give more attention in inviting Bhutanese  youth to study in India at all levels.  
¶ Media , particularly  social media , needs to be harnessed to  reach out to Bhutanese 

policymake rs and common people to give them the confidence that India will stan d by them 
for their economic and cultural development.  

  
Future of the relations:  
  
¶ There are many potential areas ideas like  organic farming, eco -touris m, developing 

north eastern states  that can be explored and cooperation to be strengthened.  
¶ There are h igh  level gro ups on security, water management, power, t rade, investment, 

culture  which can smoothen the relations between nations.  
¶ India looks for the  opportunity for Bhutanese students  in every kind of institutions and 

the scholarship for them has also b een expanded.  
¶ In cultural aspect, there is a  Nehru -Wangc huck Cultural Centre  in Bhutan and they also 

have very rich culture where exchanges do have a broad opportunity.  
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¶ India being the fas t growing economy has to  align itself with Bhutanese ideas of 
sustai nabl e develop ment  in various aspects.  

  
Conclusion:  

¶ Hydr o-electric power  generated by Bhutanõs run-of-the river dams is the  economic 
bedrock of the India -Bhutan relationship.  India needs t o act robustly to address 
Bhutanese concerns  that are weakening the trad itionally  strong India -Bhutan bilateral 
bond, as a s trong relationship with India could reduce the chances of Bhutan succumbing 
to Chinese pressure.  

 

Q) Discuss the importan ce of Maldives in Indian foreign po licy? Examine the impact 

of recent election outcome in Maldives on i ts relationsh ip with India? (250 words)  

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to first bring out the reason why Maldives is so crucial for India particularly 
with respect to LƴŘƛŀΩǎ role and position in Indian Ocean. Thereafter, we need to bring out the recent 
election outcome and what it means for India. Finally, we need to provide a way forward. 

Directive word 

Discuss ς Here your discussion should remain focussed on explaining the importance of Maldives for 
India. 

Examine ς When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any . 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction ς Explain that voters in the Maldives delivered a stunning defeat for President Abdulla 
Yameen in a contentious presidential election, an outcome regarded as a victory for democracy over 
authoritarianism in the Indian Ocean island nation. 

Body 

Explain the importance of Maldives for India 

¶ India sees itself as a net security provider in Indian Ocean for which Maldives is an important 
partner 

¶ A member of SAARC 

¶ Large number of Indian nationals living in Maldives 

¶ Competition between India and China over Maldives etc 

Discuss how relation between India and Maldives had deteriorated under President yameen. Talk 
about the tilt  towards China, thwarting of democracy etc 

Discuss the impact of the election results on LƴŘƛŀΩǎ relationship with Maldives 

Conclusion ς Give your view and discuss the way forward. 
  
Introduction:  
        Relations between India and the Ma ldives have  been strong for decades.  India played a 
ma jor r ole in building the Maldives economy and military . The Operation Cactus in 
1988  was a success of Indiaõs foreign policy without signalling any interference in the domestic 
affairs of a sovereign co untry.  
The victory of  Ibrahim Solih  should come as a g reat relief and as a boost to Indiaõs efforts to 
strengthen its partnerships in the n eighbourhood. It marks  not only the triumph of democratic 
forces in the Maldives, but also reflects the firm commitme nt to the v alues of democracy 
and the rule of law.  
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Body:  
Importance of Maldives for India:  
¶ The Maldives, long a  popular tourist destination , has grown in  strategic importance  in 

recent  years as China and India to establish their influence in the region, and as Beij ing 
pushes ahead with its global trade and infrastructure plan.  

¶ Spread over  nearly 1,200 islands spanning more than 90,000 sq km, key shipping 
lanes  where Beijing and New Delh i compete to pursue their often -conflicting maritime 
strategies pass t hrough this  tiny India n Ocean nation.  

¶ Though small, th e Maldives is Indiaõs important neighbour. Indiaõs Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi called the Maldives òa valued partner in the Indian Ocean neighbourhood ó. 

¶ India -Maldives òties are built on a very strong foundation ó the contou rs of which are 
defined by  share d strategic, security, economic and developmental goals . 

¶ However, the bilateral ties are not without irritants, which can be seen in  two broad 
areas:  political and strategic.  

  
The Bilateral ties betwee n Maldives and India under previous President Yameen w as on a 
downward curve and deteriorating. Some of the irritants were  
  
¶ There was a serious suppression of democracy with many opposi tion leaders being jailed 

under Arson and Sed ition. The former  pro -Ind ia Maldivia n president  Nasheed was also 
incarcerated. He even proclaimed Emergency fearing Impeachment  

¶ In March 2015, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi cancelled his state visit to the  island 
nation  protesting the gross injustice  and authoritarian moves  of Yameen.  

¶ The Maldives also declined Indiaõs invitation  to take part in its  biennial eight -day naval 
exercise, MILAN , last year.  

¶ Yameenõs government has also rejected visa renewals for Indians who were legally 
working in the Maldi ves, without giving any e xplanation . 
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¶ Maldives growing òclosenessó with China: B oth China and Pakistan stepping up their 
strategic inroads into the Maldives and China even signed a  Free -Trade agreement.  

¶ Religious  radicalization:  The Maldives is being radica lized by the Saudi funds and 
influen ce 

¶ ISIS threat:  Growing Islamic radicalisat ion in the tiny island -nation of about four lakh 
people once known for its tolerant practices has many foreign governments, includin g India, 
deeply concerned.  

¶ Yameen government had asked India to remove  its Dhruv advanced light helicopters from 
Maldives (w hich India had gifted in 2013).  

¶ Yameen government has alleged that tensions over the presence of the two Indian 
helicopters in two s trategically important locations in the  Laamu  and Addu atolls  have 
been growing.  

¶ Work permits  were not being issued to India n Nationals.  
  
The impact of the election results on Indiaõs relationship with Maldives are 
  
¶ It gives a  boost to Indiaõs efforts to strengthen its partnerships in the neighbourhood.  
¶ In keeping with ôNeighbourhood  Firstõ Policy, India looks forward to work ing closely with 

the Maldives in  further deepening our partnership . 
¶ India can now  renew its ties with the  new government  and work wi th Maldives 

for  ensuring stability and security of Indian ocean region (IOR).  
¶ Indi a can  renew talks over the fate of Indian C oast Guard and Air Force personnel 

stationed in the Maldives, whose visas have been pending since June 20 18 . 
¶ With new regime at Cent re, India would hope that  democratic institutions are upheld, 

politica l prisoners  are released and bilateral relations are i mproved . 
  
Conclusion:  
        With the people electing a more democratic form of government in Maldives, India can engage 
with Mald ives to establish much more friendly relations than previous governmen t era to pr otect 
the safety and security of entire Ind ian Ocean region. India  can  stand together with the 
aspirations of citizens of neighbouring countries  and the  prospects of a long -te rm 
sustainable relationship will be much brighter . 
 

Q) BIMSTEC provides I ndia with a viable alternative to SAARC and boosts Indiaõs act 

east po licy. Analyze.  (250 words)  

 

Key demand of the question: 

LǘΩǎ a statement based question where sometimes parts of the questions are not directly evident. 
However, the meaning of the statement is clear. Also in this question there are TWO main parts that 
are evident. You have to analyse whether you agree or not with the statement. You may give both 
sides and provide suggestions too.   

Directive Word: 

Analyse -When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Structure of Answer: 

In the introduction in 1-2 lines write importance of Bay of Bengal and why BIMSTEC can be ver useful 
for India especially when SAARC is not working thanks to uncooperative/uninterested neighbours 
(give context). In one line you may express your stand (like ƛǘΩǎ too early to say BIMSTEC is an 
alternative or you may strongly agree too ς depending on amount of facts you have to substantiate 
your stance) 

In the body, divide answer into TWO main parts: First part to prove/disprove(or give both views) why 
BIMSTEC is alternative to SAARC. Further divide into small parts to analyse each aspect. In the 
Second main part, analyse if ƛǘΩǎ a feather to LƴŘƛŀΩǎ Act East Policy (give current affairs examples ς 
Myanmar and Thailand related) 
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In the conclusion, you may conclude that both are very much needed and should be strengthened. 
  
Intro duction:  
        The Bay of Bengal  is fast becoming a key area of economic and strategic compet ition in the 
Indo -Pacific. Itõs the largest bay in the world and forms an important part of southern Asia. The 
limitations of SAARC due to multiple reasons have led to  South Asian r egion  being the  least 
integrated region  in the world vis -à-vis the European  and ASEAN experiences.  
BIMSTEC is  a bridge betwe en South Asia and South East Asia . BIMSTEC has gained more 
favour as the preferred platform for regional coopera tion in South Asia  
 
Body:  
BIMSTEC provides an alternative to SAARC due to the following reasons:  
¶ Connectivity:  

o BIMSTEC serves two purposes for In dia ð it makes it easier for India  to share a 
common regional platform with its neighbours in South Asia  (sans Pakistan) and 
secondl y, BIMSTEC also establishes a linkage between South and Southeast 
Asia.  

o Urgency of  promoting regional and sub -regional coope ration  via BIMSTEC and 
BBIN has to be seen in the context of Chinaõs BRI and the compelling strategic 
challenge posed by Chinaõs muscular geo -economic and geo -political intervent ions 
in Asia, particularly in  Indiaõs neighbourhood. 

o The development of the No rth -eastern region,  by opening up to Bangladesh and 
Myanmar, is another incentive for India.  

¶ Regional Co -operation:  Regional coopera tion under the ambit of SAARC has become 
difficult made BIMSTEC more viable : 

o Despite Indiaõs keen interest in cooperating and strengthening intra -regional 
connectivity by backing the SAARC ðMotor vehicle agreement, the agreement was 
stalled following Pakist anõs reluctance. 

o Similarly, the  SAARC satellite project  that India proposed  was abandoned following 
objection from Pakistan in 2016  

o SAARC has also faced obstacles in the area of security cooperation . A major 
hindrance in this regard has bee n the lack of co nsensus on threat perceptions, since 
member countries disagree on the idea of threats.  Example : cross -border terrorism 
emana ting from Pakistan.  

¶ Cordial Relationship:  
o The member countries have  generally cordial relationships , something paten tly 

missing amon g the SAARC countries.  
o BIMSTECõs major strength comes from the fact that it includes two influential 

regional powers: Thaila nd and India.  This adds to the  comfort of smaller 

neighbours by reducing the fear of dominance by one big power.  
¶ Economic vistas:  As a trade bloc, BIMSTEC provides many opportunities.  

o The region has countrie s with the  fastest -growing economies in the world . The 
combined GDP in the regio n is around  US$2 trillion  and will likely grow further.  

o Trade among the BIMSTEC member countries reac hed  six percent in just a decade , 
while in SAARC, it has  remained around fi ve percent since its inception . 

o Compared to SAARC , BIMSTEC has greater trade pot ential as well. Among the 
member countries,  Indiaõs intra-BIMSTEC trade is around 3 percent of its to tal 
trade . 

o BIMSTEC regional grouping happens to have five nations that are also part of SAARC. 
The fact that this region is growing at 6.5% per annum, coll ectively comprises of 1.5 
billion people, is the drive behind Indiaõs focus being part of BIMSTEC. 

However, there are concerns which need to be addressed.  
¶ Infrequency of the BI MSTEC summits , the highest decision -making body o f the 

organisation. In its  20 y ears of existence , the  BIMSTEC summit has taken place only 
thrice . 

¶ The delay in the adoption of the F ree Trade Agreement (FTA) , a framework that was 
agreed upon in 2004, fuels doubts about BIMSTECõs efficacy. 
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¶ BBIN Motor Vehic les Agreement [MVA] is  an instr ument that was conceived to transform 
and facilitate trade. It has not yet been completely successful  as Bhutan is worried about 
security and environmental fallout of such an a greement.  

¶ In the latest summit in 2018, it was no ted that the  Motor Vehicle Agre ement and the 
Coastal Shipping Agreement  would still need more time for finalisation.  

¶ Both Thailand a nd Myanmar  are criticised for having ignored BIMSTEC in favour of 
ASEAN.  

¶ Region lacks physical connectivity . The tri -lateral  highway connecting India -Myanm ar -
Thailand has been a non -starter.  

¶ BIMSTEC has identified  14 priority sectors  and has signed an FTA (2004) and 
a Convention on Cooperation in Combating International Terrorism , Transnational 
Organized Crime and Illicit Drug Trafficking (2009) . The pace of  implementation has 
been quite sluggish so far.  

  
BIMSTEC is an extra feather to Indiaõs act east policy:  
  
¶ India was motivated to join BIMSTEC as it wanted to enhance its conn ectivity with ASEAN 

countries: a major component of its Look East Policy, now rechristened  ôAct Eastõ 
¶ In terms of  connectivity , BIMSTEC has at last three major projects that, when f inished , 

could transform the movement of goods and vehicles through the cou ntries in the grouping.  
o One is the  Kaladan Multim odal project  that seeks to link India and Myanmar.  
o Another is the  Asian Trilateral Highway connecting India and Thailand through 

Mya nmar . I t represents a significant step in establishing connectivity between  India 
and Southeast Asian countries.  

o Bangladesh,  Bhutan, India and Nepal (BBIN)  has signed a pact for the movement 
of goods and vehicles among them.  

¶ The agenda of BIMSTEC is in syn c with other regional/sub -regional organisations like 
the  Association of So utheast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the ASEAN Regional  Forum 
(ARF), the ASEAN Defence Ministersõ Meeting Plus (ADMM Plus), the Expanded ASEAN 
Maritime Forum (EAMF) , etc. Simultaneously, BIMSTEC  fits in the agenda of a  greater 
role for India in the Indo -Pacific too . 

¶ The political rivalry  between India and Paki stan never allowed SAARC to be the driving 
factor in an augmenting regional cooperation within South Asia. Hence, it would be 
pragma tic for  India to work closely with BIMSTEC and ASEAN to expand  regional 
coo peration in areas of mutual concerns including te rrorism, violent extremism, 
transnational organised crime and insurgency; food security, energy; trade and 
investment, connectivity and inf rastructure, poverty alleviation  to name a few.  

¶ Indiaõs stimulating outlook towards Southeast Asia vis -à-vis Asia -Pacific as expressed 
through Act east policy and the other way round, i.e, the Asia -Pacificõs desire to have India 
as a strong stakehol der in the region.  

¶ BIMSTEC offers many opportunities to  its member countrie s. For India, it aids in  its Look 
East Policy and  South ðSouth cooperation efforts . The development of the North -eastern 
region, by opening up to Bangladesh and Myanmar, is another incentive.  

Conclusion:  

¶ BIMSTEC region is notable for it s diversity, the mem ber states need to build on the regional 
synergie s and work towards utilising the available resources in the most optimal manner. 
This would help build a stronger and a more dynamic  BIMSTEC.  

 

Q) The Draft Patents Rules, released by the Mi nistry of Commerce undermine 

safeguards against frivolous patents. Analyze.  (250 words ) 
Reference  
Reference  

Why  this  questio n  

India is still a technology importing nation by large ,and has also resisted various moves of the 
developed countries to make its patent laws less strict. In this context it is essential to discuss how 
the draft patent rules undermine safeguards against frivolous patents. 
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Directive  wor d  

Analyze-here we  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the topic by separating it 
into component parts, and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Key  demand  of  th e question . 

The question wants us to look deeper into the draft CRZ rules released by the ministry of Commerce 
and bring out how they undermine safeguards placed against frivolous patents. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction ς write a few introductory lines about the  recent changes being mulled over by the 
government. 

Body - 

Discuss the salient provisions of the bill and how they affect safeguards against frivolous patents. 
E.g 

¶ It proposes a new mechanism which will expedite decisions on patent applications. 

¶ This proposed fast-track process seems to come with various other compromises on the 
functioning of LƴŘƛŀΩǎ patent architecture and for protecting access to medicines. 

¶ The monopoly of patents is often justified as an incentive to promote R&D. But in practice, 
patents are used to control competition and give fewer options to consumers. Towards this 
purpose, big corporations are known for obtaining multiple patents claiming minor changes 
on the same technology or molecule. 

¶ This practice of creating patent-fences adversely impacts the industrial and technological 
development of countries like India, by preventing their firms from catching up with the latest 
technology. 

¶ As a technology-dependent country, LƴŘƛŀΩǎ patents Act discourages patenting frivolous 
inventions and excludes patenting software, plants, animals or their parts and known 
chemical molecules. 

¶ The proposed changes for fast-track examination say that if a patent is granted in a foreign 
patent office, then the applicant can apply for fast-tracking of the same application in India, 
provided that there is a bilateral agreement between the Indian Patent Office and the 
concerned foreign patent office. 

¶ This may lead to the άƘŀǊƳƻƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴέ of Indian patentability criteria with foreign countries 
like US, Japan. 

¶ It can also lead to the granting of patents prohibited under the Indian Patents Act, such as a 
patent on software or a known molecule. In other words, the stringent standards for granting 
patents set by parliament in the Act would be ignored in practice etc. 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introduction : 
                The Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) under the Min istry of 
Commerce has  floated proposed changes to  the rules  of the  Indian patent Act.  The Patents 
(Amendment) Rules, 2018  amends the Patents Rules, 200 3 
  
Body : 
The propo sed changes  in the Rules and the challenges posed are : 
  
¶ It proposes a  new mechanism  which will  expedite decisions on patent applicatio ns . 

o Challenges posed:  This proposed fast -track process seems to come with various 
other compromises on the functioning of Indiaõs patent architecture and for 
protecting access to medicines, for example . 
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o The monopoly of patents is often justified as an ince ntive to promote R&D. However, 
patents are used to control competition and give fewer options to consumers . 

  
¶ For fast -track examina tion say that if a patent is granted in a foreign patent office, then the 

applicant can apply for fast -tracking of the same application in India, provided that there 
is a bilateral agreement between the Indian Patent Office and the concerned foreign patent  
office . 

o Challenges posed:  This may lead to the òharmonisation ó of Indian patentability 
criteria with foreign countries like  US, Japan . 

o It can als o lead to the granting of patents prohibited under the Indian Patents Act, 
such as a patent on software or a k nown molecule . 

o The stringent standards for granting patents set by parliame nt in the Act would be 
ignored in practice . 

o The Patent Prosecution High way  may make the Indian patent examiners rely on 

the examination report of the foreign patent office  and grant  patents ignoring the 
strict patentability criteria provided in the Indian Patents Act . 

The proposed changes undermine India n Patents Act and lead s to Frivolous patents : 
¶ Evergreening of Patents:  Big corporations are known for  obtaining multiple patents 

cla iming  minor changes on the same technology or molecule . 
¶ This practice of cr eating  patent -fences  adversely impacts the indust rial and technological  

development of countries like India, by preventing their firms from catching up with the 
latest technology . 

¶ India is a technology -dependent country . Indiaõs patents Act discourages patenting 
frivolous inventions and excludes patentin g software, plants, an imals or their parts and 
known chemical molecules . 

¶ The Indian Patents office granted patents in violation of t he patentability standard 
contained in the Act. For instance, a study shows  that there is a  72% error rate  in granting 
paten ts in the area of phar maceuticals. With expeditious process, the error rates can go 
higher . 

Way Forward : 
¶ India needs a  clear and tou gh stance  on intellectual property both in domestic policy and 

at the multi lateral level . 
¶ Indian IPR laws is  TRIPS compliant  and this must drive its IPR policy . 
¶ Expedition of granting IPRs can be followed up with  better manpower and 

infrastructure  which is  imperative to test before grant IPRs . 
¶ Support for innovation  has to be acc ompanied with instruments that guard local 

compan ies against the misuse of market power, coercive bargaining and aggressive 
acquisition strategies . 

¶ India needs to spread awareness o n IPR in public . 
¶ It needs to safeguard its patents, copyrights  and traditio nal knowledge by ensuring easy 

IPR rules . 
 

Q) Indiaõs reluctance to admit China into the SAA RC serves no better purpose. 

Examine. (250 words ) 
Reference  

Why  this  qu estio n  

The article highlights the scope and need of India-China cooperation in various fields, including the 
advantages of admitting China as a SAARC member. 

Directive  wor d  

Examine- here we have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, and find out the causes or 
implications if any. 

Key  demand  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to bring out the reasons as to why refusal of India to admit China as a member 
of SAARC is working against LƴŘƛŀΩǎ own interests. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  
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Introduction ς write a few introductory lines about the  SAARC- its members and position of China 
as an observer state. 

Body - 

Discuss why preventing China from SAARC membership is working against LƴŘƛŀΩǎ interests. E.g 

¶ The US-China trade war and frequent meetings between the leaders of India and China post-
Doklam standoff worked towards setting up a hotline between India-China military 
headquarters to strengthen communication and build trust and mutual understanding to 
make their military maneuvers and movements more predictable. 

¶ Currently, as an observer, China cannot initiate any proposal nor can it participate in 
discussions and deliberations within the forum. New Delhi must reconsider its strategy, as 
/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ inclusion as a dialogue partner will not grant it a veto but rather increase the 
likelihood of bringing in Chinese economic and political capital to strengthen the SAARC. 

¶ As the SAARC is mostly dysfunctional, having only paltry and symbolic successes to its credit, 
Chinese inclusion as a dialogue partner needs to be mulled over. 

¶ Further, the inclusion of China as a dialogue partner in the SAARC framework would provide 
a forum to discuss concerns related to Beijing-led regional infrastructure development and 
connectivity projects and address several issues related to terms and conditions of loans, 
benefits for the local economy and sovereignty concerns of countries in the region etc. 

Conc lusion - based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introduction : 

SAARC was set up in  1985  and today it has  8 members : Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Maldiv es, Nepal, Pakistan and Srilanka. Af ghanistan joi ned SAARC only in 2007. SAARC 
member nations cooperate on a range of issues from  agriculture, economy, poverty alleviation, 
S&T and culture to encourage people to people contact . 
                China  has be en an observer member in SAARC since  2005. China has recently lobbied 
to be upgraded to full membership and thus push its way to a dominant position in all of 
Asia.                  
 
Body : 
                The Charter of SAARC requires  consensus among all mem bers for admitting a new 
member . If China is to b e admitted it must get the support of all the members. China expressed 
its interest in joining the organisation in the 1 8 th  summit h eld in Kathmandu, Nepal in 2014. 
However,  this was not endorsed by India fo r geopolitical reasons . 

 
Indiaõs reasons of not en dorsing Chinaõs full membership are: 
¶ Non -South Asian country:  The perception that China is not a South Asian country as it 
doesnõt share a history and culture with the people of South Asia. China is not a ma instream 
South Asian country . 

¶ Hegemo ny of China:  A number of SAARC countries have reportedly supported full 
membership for China, including ally Pakistan, as well as Nepal and Sri L anka. China 
potentially dominating the organization and working against Ind ia interests within it. This 
may fur ther drive Ch inaõs BRI interests. 

¶ Impact on Bilateral ties and SAARC:  Sino -Indian political difficulties limiting SAARCõs 
effectiveness and activ ities, as India -Pakistan ones have done; and Sino -Indian interactions 
withi n SAARC exacerbating China -India mis trust . 

However, the reluctance of India to admit China into SAARC could work against Indiaõs interests. 
Strategic importance : 
¶ The inclusion of Ch ina as a dialogue partner in the SAARC framework would provide a 

forum to d iscuss concerns related to Beijing -led regional i nfrastructure development and 
connectivity projects . 

¶ It will also help address several issues related to  terms and conditions of loa ns, benefits 
for the local economy  and  sovereignty concerns of countries  in  the region . 
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¶ The US -China trade war and frequent meetings between the leaders of India and China 
post -Doklam standoff worked towards setting up a hotline between India -China militar y 
headquarters . 

¶ This will strengthen communication and build trust and mutu al understanding to make 
their military manoeuvre s and movements more predictable . 

¶ With USA reducing its military presence in Afghanistan; SAARC can act as a better forum 
to help Af ghan rebuild tha n Chinaõs single handed approach. This reduces Chinaõs direct 
leverage in Afghanistan . 

Economic Avenue : 
¶ Curr ently, as an observer, China cannot initiate any proposal nor can it participate in 

discussions and deliberations within the forum . 
¶ New Delhi must r econsider its strategy, as Chinaõs inclusion as a dialogue partner will not 

grant it a veto but rather incre ase the likelihood of bringing in Chinese economic and 
political capital to strengthen the SAARC . 

New vigour to SAARC : 
¶ As the SAARC is mostly dysfun ctional, having only paltry and symbolic successes to its 

credit, Chinese inclusion as a dialogue partner ne eds to be mulled over . 
¶ This can help SAARC get a new life . 
¶ Structure of SAARC : 
¶ A lopsided structure rare in the world of multilatera l diplomacy; SAARC has  more 

observers (9) than actual full -fledged members (8). Indian officials accept that the 
grouping wi ll need to be expanded at some stage . 

Conclusion : 

¶ India must, at first,  assess the role and function of SAARC  itself due to its 
disf unctionality. The  implications of full membership are crucial , given that  i t comes 
with a veto . Any assessment of Chinaõs role needs to  factor in Indiaõs perception, as well 
as the current and future dir ection of the relationship. It also  requires analyses  of Chinaõs 
relations with individual SAARC members  and its  approach to the  region . 

 

Q) There is a need for India to have a be tter focus on the non -conventional security 

threa ts prevalent in South Asia. Discuss . (250 words ) 
Reference  

Why  this  questio n  

India places significant stress on its external security threats but there is a growing need for India to 
place more emphasis on non-conventional security threats faced by it and shared by other South 
Asian members. 

Directive  wor d  

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key  demand  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to write in detail about the non-conventional threats faced by South Asian 
nations, including India. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction ς Give a brief description of the conventional sources of threat to India in the context 
of South Asia. E.g Chinese threat, Pakistani aggression; nuclear threats etc. 

Body - 

Discuss in points the non-conventional threats prevalent in South Asia. E.g 

¶ Terrorist attacks on the Indian mainland have surged ς consider high-profile cases such as the 
assault on Parliament in 2001, the 2008 Mumbai attacks, the Gurdaspur attack in Punjab in 
2015, the Pathankot attack in January 2016, and the attacks on the Uri military camp in 
September 2016, as well as regular attacks that get less media coverage. 
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¶ It can be argued that addressing a threat by gathering credible intelligence and tightening 
defense mechanisms would do more to counter terrorism than mounting offensive strategies 
that often do not work and sometimes backfire. 

¶ Furthermore, India and its neighbors also face many other non-conventional threats such as; 

¶ poverty, 

¶ illiteracy, 

¶ unemployment, 

¶ underdevelopment 

¶ and the illicit trafficking of people and drugs etc. 

Conc lusion - based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introductio n : 

Conventional threats  traditionally would be th e military threats faced by a nation from 
another nation  that impinge on its sovereign integrity, trade , maritime area under its juri sdiction 
as per international law in which the various laws, both internati onal and national, 
apply.  Example : Threats from C hina, Pakistan etc. India has equipped herself in this front with 
constant building up of her arsenal which includes the nuclear sec ond strike capability and many 
missiles . 
        
Body : 

Non-conventional thr eats would cover a host of other aspects.   It can  be defined as those 
threats which are  emanated by the non -state actors . These are  challenges to the s urvival of 
the state  and  well -being of people  that arise primarily out of non -military sources. They 
are trans -national in scope and transmitted rapidly d ue to globalization and communication 
revolution . 

The major ones being terrorism, piracy, natural disa sters, drug trafficking, smugg ling, 
illegal immigrants, changes in the climate and ecolog y 
  
Terrorism :  Deliberate creation and exploitation of fear thro ugh violence or threat of violence in 
pursuit of political change . 
¶ State -funded terrorism by Pakistan through separatist movement in  Kashmir valley . 
¶ High -profile cases such as the assault on Parliament in 20 01, the 2008 Mumbai attacks, 

the Gurdaspur attack  in Punjab in 2015, the Pathankot attack in January 2016, and the 
attacks on the Uri military camp in September 2016, as well as reg ular attacks that get less 
media coverage . 

¶ The insurgency in Nagaland, Mani pur . 
Organized crimes ð national and transnationa l  
¶ Use of counterfeit currency, the finding of linkages between terrorists and underworld . 
¶ National and transnational crimes like pir acy, smuggling and drugs. Example: Punjab 

which is in the vicinity of  Golde n Crescent  is a drug haven in Indi a 
 Povert y  
¶ Poor crops in agriculture to high dependence on monsoon . 
¶ Increasing population . 
¶ Rising inequalities between the rich and the poor . 
¶ Corru ption and black -money . 

Religious extremism:  It is faith -based actions that are deliberate attempts to cause harm to other 
people . 
¶ Polarization of the society . 
¶ Communal violences as seen during Anti -Sikh War, Hindu -Muslim riots in Saharanpur . 

Illegal Migrat io n  
¶ Bangladeshi illegal immigrants, recent i ssue related to Rohingya Muslim s. 

Unemployment : 
¶ India has the youngest working a ge population in the world, providing a tremendous 

opportunity to leapfrog their way to development . 
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Underdevelopmen t  
¶ India has abou t 21.9% of her population below the poverty line despite good economic 

grow th . 
Climate Chang e and Environment Pollutio n  
¶ Indi aõs development trajectory has had to contend with increasing environmental challenge. 

Example: Indian cities are ranked among the m ost polluted cities in the world . 
Human Security Issue s 
¶ It is the combinati on of threats ass ociated with war, genocide, and the displacement of 

populations . 
¶ Issues of human trafficking, bonded labour, prostitution is highest in South Asian 

countries . 
¶ The l ack of freedom from violence and from the fear of violence . 

Information Sec urity Issues:  It is the state of being protected against the unauthorized use of 
information, especially electronic data . 
¶ Confidentiality and Privacy issues: The issues related to t heft of personal information . 
¶ Data theft and cyber -attack: Hacking and Deni al of Service att acks on many of the 

Government w ebsites. WannaCry, a crypto -ransomware can stop public life dependent on 
digital infrastructure . 

¶ Lack of awareness and the culture o f cybersecurity at the individual as well as institutional 
level . 

¶ Lack of t rained and qualified manpower to implement the co untermeasures . 
  
Way forwar d  
¶ South Asia is one of the least integrated regions in the world. There is a need to  strengthen 

the co -operation between the neighbours . 
¶ Alternative arrangements like  BIMS TEC, SASE C must be kick -started . 
¶ Increased information exc hange and better security co -ordination  between the 

contiguously bordered neighbours can help curb issues of terrorism, drug menace,  
counterfeit currency . 

¶ Since the challenges are the same across co untries, there can be  generic framework 
solution created w ith customizable  features as seen in Paris Agreement . 

¶ Collaborative  Bilateral ties  among neighbouring nations to have documentation of illegal 
immigrants . 

¶ Strengthening the cyber -security laws  to fi ght the d ynamic threats. Regional 
Cybersecurity laws like EUõs GDPR law can help strengthen the cyber-arena better . 

¶ Lastly, acceptance of the non -conventional issues as an actual problem . 
 

Q) Space technology has great potential to help social and economi c development, 

especially in parts of the develop ing world such as South Asia, however, the potential 

remains untapped. Analyze.   (250 words ) 
Reference  

Why  this  questio n  

We have seen in case of India that space technology has benefited us immensely especially when it 
comes to fields such as agriculture etc. This would have enabled south Asia to collectively resolve 
many of the problems related to development that the region faces. However due to reasons, as 
discussed in the article, we have been unable to tap this potential. Hence this question 

Key  demand  of  the  que stio n  

The question first expects us to bring out the potential that space technology has for South Asia. 
Thereafter, we need to bring out the reasons why this potential remains untapped. Finally, we need 
to discuss how the status quo can be reversed. 

Direc t ive  wor d  

Analyze ς When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  
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Introduction  ς Explain that South Asia is a region with several developmental challenges and 
space technology could have played a role in dealing with those challenges. 

Bod y  

Discuss how space technology would have helped south Asia ς 

¶ South Asia is a region with uneven development and serious social, economic, and 
developmental challenges. 

¶ Space technology capabilities are also unevenly spread with China and India as established 
space players in the region but with more new entrants in the field. Countries like 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, and the Maldives have a clear requirement for space 
capabilities for a number of different utilities such as dealing with natural disasters and 
communication. The region has remained prone to many weather-related calamities on a 
fairly frequent basis, making disaster warning and mitigation important drivers for pursuing 
an outer space agenda. 

¶ Strengthening connectivity, communication, and broadband internet across rural and 
remote areas of the region too should be strong imperatives. 

Discuss the reasons why potential remains untapped 

¶ Availability of resources and lack of visionary leadership in the region are important factors, 
but so are international insecurity and conflict. 

Discuss how the situation can be corrected 

¶ confidence building measures (CBMs) can help promote space development in South Asia 

¶ Using alternatives to SAARC such as BIMSTEC etc 

Conclusion  ð Give your view and discuss way forward. 
Introduction : 

South Asia is a region with several developmental challenges and space technology could 
play a role in dealing with these challenges. The expanding use of space technology in the region 
has given India more opportunities to continue using technological coo peration as a  tool of 
diplomacy . 
 
Body : 
Some of the achievements : 
¶ Indiaõs Indian Regional Navigationa l Satellite system (IRNSS) , a set of 7 satellites was 

launched in 2018. Thr ough this, India provides the positioning and nav igation services to 
its neighbou rs within 1500km radius . 

¶ In May 2017,  India  launched the  GSAT-9,  also dubbed the  South Asia Satellit e, aiming to 
provide  space -enabled services to other South Asian countries . 

¶ The recent launch of the  Bangabandhu -1 , Banglade shõs first geostationary satellite to orbit 
shows the growing use of space technology for development among the South Asian 
countrie s. 

Need for Space Cooperation in South Asia : 
¶ South Asia is a region with un even development and serious social, ec onomic, an d 

developmental challenges . 
¶ Space technology capabilities are also unevenly spread with China and India as established 

space players  in the region . 
¶ Countries like Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, and the Maldiv es have  requirement for space 

capabilit ies for de aling with natural disasters and communication . 
¶ The region has remained  prone to many weather -related calamities on a frequent basis . 
¶ This makes  disaster warning and mitigation  important drivers for pursuing  an outer 

space agenda . 
¶ Remote sensing  of huge fo rests require monitoring, surveying, forest fire detections, 

monitoring the huge water bodies like Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal  also adds to the 
needs. 
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¶ Strengthening connectivity, communication, teleeducati on, telemedicine and 
broadband internet  across rur al and remote areas of the region . 

¶ Satellite -enabled projects that involve  cross -border management of common 
resources  could greatly  improve regional cooperation with minimal political costs . 

¶ Security , both  internal and border  is a big concern in  the area.  Better space technology 
can ensure better GIS systems . 

¶ There are significant geographical features in South Asia that transcend pol itical 
boundaries, such as the Himalayan Mountains, the Thar Desert, the Ba y of Bengal, the 
Sundarbans forest, tra ns -boundar y rivers, and coastlines . 

Although there is a lot of need for spatial intervention, the  following challenges  have held back 
the spac e development in South Asian regio n 
¶ Availability of resources and lack of v isionary leadership  in the region are i mportant 

factors . 
¶ There are  concerns of international insecurity and conflict . 

¶ The competition between India and China  spills over into the sp ace domain . 
¶ Most South Asian countries are members of the Asia -Pacific Regi onal Space Agency Forum 

(APRSAF) that i s governed  by Japan . 
¶ Political problems  associated with regional cooperation in South Asia.  Example : India -

Pakistan rivalry . 
¶ Smaller countries  worry about being dragged into the Sino -Indian competition if they 

collabo rate with one side or the other . 
¶ Lack o f existing  rules and norms  for outer space. Treaties such as the Outer Space Treaty 

(OST) are inadequate to deal with the rapidly developing s pace sector . 
¶ This has resulted in a growing debate about how to strengthen space norms and rules to 

ensure safe and sustaina ble use of outer space for future generations . 
Way Forward : 
¶ Confidence building measures (CBMs)  can help promote space development i n South 

Asia . 
¶ India and China can offer significant assistance to the new e ntrants in the space domain in 

the region . 
¶ There could be  joint initiatives in the area  of manufacturing and launching 

sat ellites  for the purpose  of providing advance weather -relate d disaster warning . 
¶ More significantly, space cooperation at the regional l evel has to focus on  more basic 

needs . The social  sectors like  Tele -medicine, Tele -education, coastline monitoring, 
forest monitoring can be take n up at first to alleviate poverty . 

¶ Areas such as  disaster warning and mitigation  are ideal candidates for  coop eration 
within the South Asian regions . 

¶ Private c ompanyõs participation like SpaceX is needed to further develop the space 
industry . 

¶ Loans and fi nancial help from global financial i nstitutions like  ADB, NDB, AIIB  should be 
leveraged . 

Conclusion : 
        In dia, China, and Japan have their own limited capa bilities to monitor the space 
environment. Combining the efforts of these three large space -fari ng powers in Asia would be 
greatly b eneficial.  The bigger space players in Asia could find ways to co -operate, it would 
provide incentives to smaller states as well . 
 

Q) Discuss the evolution of Indiaõs policy with respect to ASEAN  ?   (250 words ) 
Reference  

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to bring out the evolution of LƴŘƛŀΩǎ policy with respect to ASEAN from look 
easy to act east. Thereafter, we need to bring out the impact of such policies on relations between 
India and Asean and discuss the way forward. 

Directive  wor d  
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Discuss ς This is an all-encompassing directive ς you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both 
for and against arguments 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction  ς Give a brief introduction about ASEAN and why they are important for India. 

Bod y  

Discuss in brief the history of ƛƴŘƛŀΩǎ relationship with ASEAN. Highlight the evolution of LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 
foreign policy wrt ASEAN from Look East policy to Act East policy and discuss the content of these 
policies 

Highlight the major challenges and opportunities that LƴŘƛŀΩǎ relation with ASEAN provides. You can 
discuss the trade agreement between the two, the strategic content of the relationship etc 

Discuss how the relationship can evolve to become mutually beneficial 

Conclusion  ς Give your view on the status of India Asean relationship and discuss way forward. 
Introduction : 
                ASEAN is a regional grouping of  10 South East Asian nations  set up under  Bangkok 
declaration in 1967 . Indiaõs relationship with ASEAN is a key pillar of our foreign policy an d 
the  foundation of ou r Act East Policy . India and ASEAN observed  25 ye ars of their Dialogue 
Partnership, 15 years of Summit Level interaction and 5 years of Strategic Partnership  in 
2018 . 
 
Body : 
Indiaõs policy has not been some sudden bright inspiration of  an individual but a g radual growth 
evolving from even before independe nce. 
 
Historical Perspective : 
¶ Southeast Asia was hugely influenced by Indian culture and civilisation from around 200 

BC until around  the 15th century . 
¶ Tamil traders, adventurers, teache rs and priests  continu ed to be the dominating 

influence in Southeast As ia until about 1500 CE.  Tamil kings  often ruled the earliest states 
in these regions . 

¶ Hinduism and Buddhism both spread to these sta tes from India and for many centuries co -
existed ther e with  mutual tolerati on . 

¶ Indian influence travelled to southeast Asia through trade, religion and philosophy and not 
by sword or violence or conques t 

Post independence (1947 -1992) : 
¶ The policy was dynami c, forward looking and in complete empathy and solida rity with the 

hopes an d aspirations of Southeast Asian people . 
¶ India co nsidered the struggle of Southeast countries against colonial rule as  integral to its 

own struggle for freedom . 
¶ Indiaõs foreign policy towards Southeast Asia was marked by two basic postulates : 

1.  Colonialism m ust be removed  and all vestiges of imperialism mu st be liquidated ; 
2.  No big or medium powers be allowed to dominate the area  so as to fill the power 

vacuum created  by withdrawal of Eu ropean powers . 
¶ Due to  intensity of Cold War , relations between India, Malay sia and Singapore flourished, 

but the Indian fore ign policy apparatus started losing interest in Southeast Asia . 
¶ ASEAN came into existence when the war in Indo -china was escalating.  The general pro -

western orientation of the original five members  of ASEAN compelled  India to distance 
itself from ASEAN . 

Post Cold War (1992 ð till date) : 
¶ India and ASEAN came together on the basis of mutuality of interests. The post -Cold War 

era indeed u shered in a  new phase of rediscovery and renaissance  in the relationship 
between India and ASEAN . 

¶ Look East Policy (LEP)  tha t was put in place by the then Prime Minister Narasimha Rao 
in 1992 under radically different geo -political and economic circumstanc es was primarily 
focused on strengthening ties between India and ASEAN coun tries . 
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¶ Having become a sectoral partner of ASEAN in 1992, India became a dialogue partner and 
member of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) in 1996 . 

¶ India and ASEAN e ntered into a summit  partnership in 2002, the tenth anniversary of LEP, 
and launched negotiatio ns for a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) in goods in 2 003 . 

¶ The NDA Governmentõs Act East Policy  enunciated in Nov, 2014 sought not only to revive 
and reinvigorate Ind iaõs relations with ASEAN but expand its engagement beyond this 
region . 

¶ The AEP envisages encom passing a much wider expanse spanning from the Ko reas in the 
North to Australia and New Zealand in the South, from Bangladesh in Indiaõs 
neighbourhood to Fiji an d Pacific Island cou ntries in the Far East . 

 
Opportunities to explore and challenges to overcome : 
 
India, ASEAN, and the Chinese Conundrum : 
¶ Issue of ownership, control, usage and exploitation of oil, gas, mineral and fisheries 

resources in the South China Se a has emerged as a m ajor dispute between China and 
several ASEAN countries like Vietnam, Philip pines, Brunei and Malaysia . 

¶ India along with seve ral others have supported freedom of navigation, ensuring maritime 
security, expeditious resolution of disputes according to provisi ons of UN Convention on 
the Law of the Seas 1982 . 

Moving Towards a Free Tra de Agreement : 
¶ A few ASEAN countries are still to ratify the FTA on Investment and Services between India 

and ASEAN . 
¶ Negotiations on the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership ( RCEP) Agreement 

which commenced in 2012 are due to be concluded soon . 
¶ Enter ing into RCEP agreement will throw India open to uncontrolled imports of low quality, 

low priced Chinese goods which would be detrimental to its own industry . 
¶ Secondly, India has no t been able to receive any meaningful offers from other participants 

in the  area of trade  in services in which it enjoys a c omparative advantage . 
¶ India and ASEAN account for about 30% of the global population (i.e. 1.85 billion people) 

and a combined GDP o f approximately USD 5.4 trillion. Together they would form the third 
larges t economy in t he world . 

India ð U.S. Partnership in the Region : 
¶ The issuance of a Joint Strategic Vision for Asia Pacific and Indian Ocean Region has shown 
the USAõs pivot towards Asia . 

¶ A meeting of the Quad (USA, Japan, Australia and India) at official le vel also gave strong 
indications of the interest of these countries to work together to ensure a free, open, 
inclusive and prosperous region . 

¶ India needs to walk a tight -rope in its  diplomacy towards both USA and China . 
 
Way Forward : 
¶ Technology transfer, ci vilian nuclear  cooperation, defence, innovation a re all important 

sectors which need to be targeted . 
¶ Use of soft power such as Buddhism, tourism, people to people contacts, and cult ural ties 

with the region must also be harnessed . 
¶ Wrt China, continuous eng agement is nec essary to expand cooperation, parti cularly on the 

economic front. Leverage the funds from AIIB, NDB . 
¶ Improve Indian connectivity with ASEAN, particularly between North  East India and 

Myanmar via the Trilateral Highway and Kaladan Multi -modal Trade Transit Project, 
BIMSTEC etc to promote pea ce and prosperity in the North -East region . 

¶ Stronger partnership and enhanced cooperation should be prioritised by both sides if ful l 
potential of this engagement is to be realised . 

Conclusion : 
India and ASE AN are natural  partners in their desire to create  free, open and inclusive regional 
security architecture. Indiaõs age old ties with South-East Asia have been established 
through  cu lture, trade and religion  and  not through óconquest and colonization.ó Indi aõs 
search for  economic space resulted in the ôLook East Policyõ. The Look East Policy has today 
matured into a dynamic and action oriented ôAct East Policyõ. 
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Q) Discuss the relevance of SAARC in Indiaõs foreign policy and examine whet her 

BIMSTEC is more suited to Indiaõs interests ?  (250 words ) 
Reference  

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to discuss the status quo of SAARC, the reason why regional connectivity is 
important both from an Indian as well as a regional point of view. Thereafter, we need to discuss the 
shortcomings of SAARC and examine why BIMSTEC is more crucial for fulfilling LƴŘƛŀΩǎ vision for the 
region. 

Directive  wor d  

Discuss ς This is an all-encompassing directive ς you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both 
for and against arguments 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction  ς Explain about the lack of cohesiveness in South Asia which has not allowed 
countries in the region to tackle their developmental deficit together. 

Bod y  

Discuss the content of LƴŘƛŀΩǎ foreign policy with respect to South Asian region and why an effective 
regional grouping such as SAARC or BIMSTEC would be beneficial for India 

Discuss the agreements that India was planning with SAARC such as electricity grid connectivity, 
transport corridor etc . Discuss why achieving these aims through SAARC proved difficult 

Highlight the opportunities provided by BIMSTEC and discuss the way forward wrt BIMSTEC. 

Conclusion  ς Give your view and discuss way forward. 
 
Introduction : 
                SAARC set  up in 1985 lacks cohesiveness,  despite geographical contiguity and 
histo rical and cultural links. T he SAARC region remains the least integrated reg ions in the world 
and has failed to tackle their developmental deficit together. SAARC as an Organisation ha s not 
lived up to expectations when measured in terms of delivery . 
 
Body : 
Indiaõs foreign policy with respect to South Asian region is guided by the following principles . 
¶ Panchsheel:  These fundament al principles include for instance the five principles of 

peaceful co -existence: Mutual respect for each otherõs territorial integrity and sovereignty, 
Mutual non -aggression, Mutual non -interference, Equalit y and mutual benefit, and 
Peaceful  co-existence . 

¶ Neighbourhood First:  Cordial relations and productive cooperation with Indiaõs 
neighbours, particularly with the founder Members of SAARC in South Asia, has always 
with a priority . 

¶ Strategic Autonomy:  Indepe ndence of decision making and stra tegic autonomy are 
significant features of Indiaõs foreign policy. India thus believes in Partnerships and shuns 
Alliances , particularly military a lliances . 

¶ Constructive Engagement over Aggression:  India advocates the poli cy of constructive 
engagement over  aggression. It  believes that violent retaliation and confrontation can only 
complicate the matters . 

¶ No endorsement of Unilateral Sanctions:  India also does not endorse the idea of imposing 
sanctions against any individual  country by another country or group of countries  unless 
these sanctions have been imposed by the United Nations as a result of international 
consensus . 

Effective grouping lik e SAARC will be beneficial for Indi a 
¶ The importance of regional cooperation parti cularly in the spirit of South -South cooperation 

between geographically contiguous countries cannot be belittled . 
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¶ Seamless physical connectivity : Connectivity between regions increa ses the economic 
interaction and collective growth of region. This increase s the economic and political 
bonhomie between nat ions and its people . 

¶ Trade and Commerce:  trade liberalisation under SAAFTA , operationalization of 
SAARC Agreement on Trade in  Servi ces (SATIS)  have the potential to tackle the 
developmental deficit together . 

¶ Common threats of  Terrorism, Climate Change imp acts, Poverty and Socio -Economic 
backwardness  can be fought together as the problems plague all countries equally . 

¶ Unexplored and hi gh-potential areas like  Power generation,  Science & Technology, 
Sports, Cul ture  can be strengthened through agreements and M oUs. 

 
SAARC has failed in achieving its objectives because : 
¶ India -Pakistan rivalry : This has become a bottleneck in achieving e ffecti ve coordination. 

India has conveyed that terrorism and talks cannot go on s imultaneously . 
¶ Bilateral issues:  Long pending iss ues between members like fishermen issue between India 

and Srilanka, Teesta water sharing between India and Bangladesh, lack o f dire ct access to 
Afghanistan to other members except Pakistan have restricted i n arriving at common 
ground for regional integrat ion . 

¶ Perceived Big -Brother attitude of India:  Asymmetry in the region due to sheer size of 
Indian economy and stature in inter nation al arena requires India to play an over active role. 
However, this is perce ived as big brother attitude by other members cre ating mistrust . 

¶ Internal Crises:  Almost every member is facing numerous internal crises like Tamils issue 
in Srilanka, Constit utiona l crisis in Nepal, religious fundamentalism in Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, Ter rorism and instability in Afghanistan. Consequent ly, there is no much 
enthusiasm to achieve collaboration in the sub continent . 

¶ Chinaõs inroad into SAARC countries: Increasing  presence of china in the region and 
reservations of India with China is creating  roadblocks. India cannot match the levels of 
fin ancing by China. China with its grand plan of BRI has lured the small nations . 

¶ Poverty - Ridden:  Even though the region account s for  21% of world population, its share 
in global GDP is just around 3%.  Being o ne of the poverty ridden areas of the world, ther e 
is limited avenues to achieve synergy . 

 
BIMSTEC  provides an alternative to  SAARC  due to the following reasons : 
¶ Connectivity : 

o BIMSTE C serves two purposes for India ð it makes it easier for India  to share a 
common regional platform with its neighbours in So uth Asia  (sans Pakistan) and 
secondl y, BIMSTEC also establishes a linkage between South and Southeast 
Asia . 

o The development of the N orth -eastern region,  by opening up to Bangladesh and 
Myanmar, is another in centive for India . 

¶ Regional Co -operation:  Regiona l cooperation under the ambit of SAARC has become 
difficult made BIMSTEC more viable : 

o Despite Indiaõs keen interest in cooperating a nd strengthening intra -regional 
connectivity by backing the  SAARCðMotor veh icle agreement , the agreement was 
stalled followi ng Pakistanõs reluctance. 

o Similarly, the  SAARC satellite project  that India proposed was abandoned following 
obj ection from Pakistan  in 201 6 

o SAARC has also faced obstacles in the area of security cooperation . A major 
hindrance in this regard has been the l ack of consensus on threat perceptions, since 
member countries disagree on the idea of threats.  Example : cross -border terrorism 
eman ating from Pakistan . 

¶ Cordial Relationship : 
o The member countries have  genera lly cordial relationships , something patently 

mis sing among the SAARC countries . 
o BIMSTECõs major strength comes from the fact that it includes two influ ential 

regional powers: Thail and and India.  This adds to the  comfort of smaller 
neighbours by reducing t he fear of dominance by one big power . 
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¶ Economic v istas:  As a trade bloc, BIMSTEC provides many opportunities . 
o The region has countries with the  fastest -growing economies in the worl d . The 

combined GDP in the region is around  US$2 trillion  and will likely g row further . 
o Trade among the BIMSTEC member count ries reached  six percent in just a decade , 

while in SAARC, it has  remained around five percent since it s inception . 
o Compared to SAAR C, BIMSTEC has greater trade potential as well. Among the 

member countries,  Indiaõs intra-BIMSTEC trade is around 3 percent of its total 
trade . 

o BIMSTEC regional grouping happens to have five nations that are also part of SAARC.  
The fact that this region is  growing at 6.5% per annum, collectively comprises of 1.5 
billion people, i s the drive behind Indiaõs focus being part of BIMSTEC . 

 
Conclusion : 

¶ Geographies are not static; they evolve, sometimes slowly and quickly at others. How  we 
imagine and construct reg ions changes according to circumstances. India must look at 
her  national in terests and strategic autonomy . In the process, s he can take along the 
likeminded neighbours together . 

 

Q) BIMSTEC has demonstrated considerable push to further expand cooperation and 

connect ivity among the member states. Discuss . (250 words ) 
The hindu  
Reference  

Why  this  questio n  

BIMSTEC has been touted as an alternative to SAARC, which has reached a dead end due to various 
political issues. In this context it is important to discuss the measures recently taken under the 
BIMSTEC framework to improve connectivity and cooperation among the member states. 

Directive  wor d  

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key  demand  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to write in detail about the initiatives and decisions taken under the 
framework of BIMSTEC to improve connectivity and cooperation among the member states. 

Str ucture  of  the  answe r  

Introduction ς write a few introductory lines about the  BIMSTEC. E.g mention about the 
members of the organization and date of incorporation etc. 

Body - 

Discuss in points about the initiatives and decisions taken by the organisation to bolster cooperation 
and connectivity among the member states. E.g 

¶ Following the fourth meeting of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) in Kathmandu in August, there is a renewed push to conclude 
a series of proposals to further cooperation and connectivity. 

¶ The top among them are a master plan on connectivity and the motor vehicle agreement, which 
have been in the works for almost a decade. 

¶ Other proposals like a parliamentarians forum, cooperation on cyber and space cooperation 
and maritime security are under discussion. 

¶ Similarly, the motor vehicle agreement which aims to streamline vehicle movement across the 
region is also in an advanced stage of finalisation. 
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¶ BIMSTEC is already looking at adopting the model of ASEAN Coordinating Centre for 
Humanitarian Assistance (AHA) on disaster management etc. 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introduction : 
                 The Bay of Bengal  is fast becoming a key area of economic and st rategic competition 
in the Indo -Pacific. BIMSTEC is a bridge between South Asia and South East Asia . BIMSTEC 
has gained more favour as the preferred platform for regional cooperatio n in South Asia. The Sub -
regional org anization came into being in 1997, thr ough the  Bangkok declaration.  The first 
summit wa s held in 2004 and its secretariat was set up in 2014 in Dhaka, Bangladesh . 
  
Body : 
 
BIMSTEC has taken several initiatives and decisi ons to bolster cooperation and connectivity 
among the member states. Follow ing the  fourth meeting  of the BIMSTEC in Kathmand u in 
August 2018, there is a renewed push to conclude a series of proposals to furth er cooperation and 
connectivity . 
¶ Co-operation:  Indiaõs stimulating outlook towards Southeast Asia vis-à-vis Asia -Pacific as  

expressed through Act east policy and the other way round, i.e. the Asia -Pacificõs desire to 
have India as a strong stakeholder in t he region . 

¶ Connectivity , BIMSTEC has at last thr ee major projects that, when finished, could 
transform the movement of good s and vehicles through the countries in the group ing . 

o One is the  Kaladan Multimodal project  that seeks to link India and Myanmar . 
o Another is the  Asian Trilateral Highway connecting India and Thailand through 

Myanmar . It represents a significant step in est ablishing connectivity between India 
and Southeas t Asian countries . 

o Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal (BBIN)  has signed a pact for the movement 
of goods and vehicles among them . 

¶ Regional cooperation in areas of mutual concerns includin g terrorism, violen t extremism, 
transnational organised crime and in surgency; food security, energy; trade and 
investment, poverty alleviation  to name a  few. 

¶ Cyber -Security Co -operation : 
o The BIMSTEC r egion has the largest share of social media users and largest user of 

mobil e phones in the world . 
o Poor literacy rates and di gital literacy makes it vulnerable to cyber -crimes, data -theft, 

internet -frauds and propagation of fake news . 
o In order to reap the d igital dividend, there is a need of collaborative and co -operative 

effort t o ensure rapid cyber capacity building . 
¶ Fight aga inst Terror : 

o On the crucial issue of joint fight against terrorism, BIMSTEC already has 
a convention on combating international terr orism . 

o All members have signed it, but yet to ratify . 
¶ Climate Change and Di saster Management : 

o BIMSTEC is already looking at adopting the model of  ASEAN Coordinating Centre 
for Humanitarian Assistance (AHA)  on disaster management . 

o BIMSTEC weather and climat e centre at Noida will be renamed as  BIMSTEC disaster 
management and climat e change centre . 

o India circulated a  draft coastal  security plan  in December 2017 which has now 
been circulated to member states and t heir comments are awaited . 

o India will provide tr aining to member states at its disaster management training 
centre in Nagpu r. 

¶ Parliamentarianõs forum: 
o India had sent a prop osal on a  joint parliamentarianõs forum and had asked for 

suggestions from the membe rs . 
¶ Many other potential areas like Maritime Connectivity, space cooperation, transnational 

crime and a human rights council can be looked into.  
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Conclusion : 
BIMSTEC region is notable for its diversity, the member states need to build on the regional 

synergies and work towards utilising the available res ources in the most optimal manner. This 
would help build a stronger and a m ore dynamic BIMSTEC . 
 

Q) Discus h ow India -Maldives relationship has evolved over the time.    (250 words ) 
The hindu  
Reference  

Why  this  questio n  

The change in government in Maldives has led to a thaw in the cold relations between the state and 
the India. In this context it is important to discuss the India- Maldives relationship in detail and bring 
out its historical and current position. 

Directive  wor d  

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing direcreceive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key  demand  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to write in detail about the India-Maldives relationship- the history of 
engagement, important events, issues and concerns. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction - write a few introductory lines about the  Maldives. E.g mention its location and 
proximity to India and its vital position in the Indian ocean. 

Body - 

Discuss the history of the relationship between the two countries. E.g 

¶ Indian !ǊƳȅΩǎ ΨhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ /ŀŎǘǳǎΩ foiled a coup in Maldives that was attempted by a pro-
Eelam group in 1988. 

¶ India maintains a naval presence in Maldives, at the request of the Maldives, since 2009. 

¶ Maldives has pledged its support to India as a permanent member of an expanded UN 
Security Council. 

¶ Relations between India and Maldives came under a strain after Male had terminated the 
agreement it entered into with GMR in 2010 for the modernisation of the Ibrahim Nasir 
International Airport. 

¶ Maldives is also part of /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ Silk Road project, a move that has not gone down well in 
New Delhi. 

Discuss the present status and future areas of cooperation and engagement. E.g 

During his maiden India visit, Solih not only emphasized his ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ traditionally close ties with 
India, but also affirmed his ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ άLƴŘƛŀ First Policy.έ 

¶ India reciprocated the gesture by announcing an assistance of $1.4 billion through a credit 
line and budgetary support to the Maldives. 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introduction : 
        Maldives is  strategically located  in the  Indian Ocean. Maldives archipelago, comprising of 
1,200 coral islands, lies next to  key shipping lanes  which ensure uninterrupted e nergy supplies 
to countries like India, China and Japan. Though small, the Maldives is  Indiaõs important 
neighbour and  a val ued partner in the Indian Ocean neighbourhood . 
                        

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/22/5-discus-how-india-maldives-relationship-has-evolved-over-the-time-250-words/
https://www.thehindu.com/specials/india-maldives-relations-at-a-glance/article14247670.ece
https://thediplomat.com/2018/12/a-new-chapter-in-india-maldives-relations/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  148 www.insightsias.com  

SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 

Body : 
        India -Maldives ties are built on a very strong foundation, the contours of which are defined 
by shared strategic, security , economic and developmental goals . The evo lution  of ties between 
the two countries is as follows : 
  
¶ 1965 to 2012 : 

o India was among the first to recognise Maldives after its independ ence in 1965 and 
to establish diplomatic relations with the country. India established its mission at 
Malé in 1972 . 

o Operatio n Cactus in 1988:  Indian Armyõs operation foiled a coup in Maldives that 
was attempted by a pro -Eelam group. This was a success of I ndiaõs foreign 
policy  without signalling any interference in the domestic a ffairs  of a sovereign 
country . 

o In 2006, I ndian Na vy gifted a  Trinkat Class Fast Attack Craft  of 46 m length to 
Maldives National Defence Forceõs Coast Guard. 

o India maintains a  naval  presence  in Maldives,  at the request of the Maldives , 
since 2009 . 

o India 
and  Maldives   have   consistently   supporte d  each  other   in   multilateral   fora   suc
h  as the UN, the Commonwealth, the NAM and the SAARC . 

o Maldives has pledged its  support to India  as a permanent member of an expanded 
UN Security Council . 

o India has offered  assistance to Maldives wherever required . After the tsunami that 
struck Maldives on December 26, 2004, India was the first country to rush relief and 
aid to Maldives . 

o Relations bet ween India and Maldives came under a strain after Male had terminated 
the a greement it entered into with GMR in 2010  for the  modernisation of the Ibrahim 
Nasir International Airport . 

  
¶ Post 2012 : 

o The relations had soured after ex -president Yameenõs serious suppression of 
democracy with many opposition leaders being jailed under A rson and Sedition. The 
former  pro -India M aldivian  president  Nasheed was also incarcerated. Yameen even 
proclaimed Emergency fearing Impeachment . 

o India had assisted Maldivesõ election process by sending its observers, and had also 
withdrawn observers at one point because the electoral process was n either f ree nor 
fair . 

o In March 2015, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi cancelled his state visit to the 
island nation  protesting the gross  injustice and authoritarian moves  of Yameen . 

o The Maldives also  declined In diaõs invitation to take part in its bien nial eig ht -day 
naval exercise,  MILAN , last year . 

o Maldives is also part of Chinaõs Silk Road project, a move that has not gone down 
well in N ew Delhi . 

o Maldives growing òclosenessó with China: Both China and Pakistan stepping up 
their strategic inroads into the Mald ives and China even signed a  Free -Trade 
agreement . 

o India was the first to respond to the drinking water crisis in 2014 in the Island  by 
sending a ship fitted with desalination plant and huge stock of potable  water . 

o Yameen government had asked India  to remo ve its Dhruv advanced light helicopters 
from Maldives (which India had gifted in 2013) . 

o Yameenõs government has also rejected visa r enewals for Indians who were legally 
working in the Maldives, without givin g any explanation . 

o Work permits  were not being is sued to Indian Nationals . 
The recent victory of  Ibrahim Solih  should come as a great relief and as a boost to Indiaõs efforts 
to str engthen its partnerships in the neighbourhood. It marks  not only the triump h of 
democratic forces in the Maldives, b ut also reflects the firm commitment to the values of 
democracy and the rule of law . 
 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  149 www.insightsias.com  

SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 

Potential of India -Maldivian ties : 
¶ It gives a  boost to Indiaõs efforts to strengthen its partnerships in the neighbourhood. 
¶ In kee ping with ôNeighbourhood Firstõ Policy, India loo ks forward to working closely with 

the Maldives in  further deepening our partnership . 
¶ India can now  renew its ties with the  new gove rnment  and work with Maldives 

for  ensuring stability and security of Indian  Ocean region (IOR) . 
¶ India can  renew talks over t he fate of Indian Coast Guard and Air Force personnel 

stationed in the Maldives, whose visas have been pending since June 2 018 . 
¶ With  new regime at Centre, India would hope that  democratic institutions are up held, 

political prisoners are released and bilate ral relations are improved . 
 
Conclusion : 

¶ With the people electing a more democratic form of government in Maldives, India ca n 
engage with Maldives to establish much more friendly relations than previous gover nment 
era to protect the safety and security of e ntire Indian Ocean region.  

¶ India can  stand together with the aspirations of citizens of neighbouring countries  and 
th e prosp ects of a long -term sustainable relationship will be much brighter . 

 

Q) In its present  form, RCEP agreement, is good for the region but not for India. 

Critically  analyze.    (250 words ) 
Referen ce 
Reference  

Why  this  questio n  

RCEP is an important trade agreement which will have significant implications for India. In this 
comment it is essential to analyze the agreement in detail and bring out why in its present form the 
agreement does not suit LƴŘƛŀΩǎ interests. 

Directive  wor d  

Critically analyze-here we  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the topic by 
separating it into component parts, and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Key  demand  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to dig deep into the RCEP agreement and bring out why although the 
agreement may be good for the region/ bloc but is not in consonance with LƴŘƛŀΩǎ interests in its 
present form. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduct ion ς write a few introductory lines about the  RCEP agreement- who are the members, 
status of India vis a vis RCEP and economy and population represented by the group. 

Body - 

Discuss the size, power of the trade bloc and its significance. E.g 

¶ The agreement will cater to half of ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ GDP (half of the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ population) and will be 
the next biggest trade pact after the agreement on Arthur 5ŀƴƪŜƭΩǎ draft to upgrade General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

¶ Apart from the 10 member countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
other RCEP signatories include China, Japan, South Korea, India, Australia and New Zealand. 

¶ The progress of the partnership is being closely monitored by most trade observers globally, 
especially when considering the US-China trade war. 

Discuss why in present form the agreement is not good for India. E.g 

¶ The agreement in the present state of negotiations would mean forgoing a substantial part 
of the revenues. 
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¶ This further implies that the government needs to be confident on the GST numbers so that 
it can compensate for the loss 

¶ The presence of China creates apprehensions, especially when it is well documented that the 
country enjoys manufacturing surplus and is already dumping its products across the world, 
including in India etc. 

Conclusion - based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
 
Introduction : 

RCEP is a proposed  free trade agreement (FTA)  between  ASEAN  and  six Indo -Pacific  
states . RCEP is the  worldõs largest economic bloc, covering  nearly half of the global economy . 
The chief objectives include the spirit to  strengthen economic linkages  and to  enhanc e trade 
and investment related activities  as well as to con tribute to  minim ising development 
gap  among the parties . 

Body : 
                The grouping envisages regional economic integration, leading to the creation of the 
largest regional trading bloc in the world, accounting for  nearly 45% of the worldõs 
popula t ion  with a  combi ned gross domestic product of $21.3 trillion . 
Sig nificance of RCEP : 

 
¶ RCEP is the  worldõs largest economic bloc, covering  nearly half of the global economy . 
¶ RCEP will provide a fram ework aimed at  lowering trade barriers and securing improved 

market access for goods and services  for businesses in the regi on. 
¶ RCEPõs share of the global economy could account for half of the estimated $0.5 quadrillion 

global GDP (PPP) by 2050 . 
¶ The groupi ng envisages  regional economic integration , leading to the  creation of the 

largest regional trading bloc in the world . 
¶ RCEP recognises the importance of being inclusive, especially to enable SMEs leverage on 

the agreement and cope with  challenges arising f ro m globalisation and trade 
liberalisation . 
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¶ Analysts suggest that there are  enormous export gains  that could accrue to India  from 
RCEP under varying scenarios. This assumes even greater importance since our focus has 
been on  products with favourable terms of  trade for India . 

¶ India endeavours to integrate with a region, which has been the most successful region of 
the world in t erms of thriving regional value chains (RVCs). These RVCs necessitate  freer 
movement of professionals across countries in the region . 

¶ This is especially crucial in a scenario when the vector of  Indiaõs demographic dividend  is 
concomitant to the vector of t he òaging ó population in most RCEP countries. 

 
However, there are views that in  present form the RCEP agreement is not good for India . 
¶ The current account deficit (CAD ) touched  8 per cent of GDP , and the agre ement in the 

present state of negotiations would mean forgoing a substantial part of the revenues . 
¶ Greater access to Chinese goods may have impact on the Indian manufacturing sector . 

India has got massive trade deficit with China. In fiscal year 2017 -18, t he trade deficit with 

China was  $63 billion . 
¶ Unde r these circumstances, India proposed differential  market access strategy for China . 
¶ Exports from ASEAN into India have grown far qu icker than Indian exports to the bloc, 

which they attribute to the fact tha t India is a òser vices economy. ó 
¶ There are demand s by other RCEP countries for lowering customs dut ies on a number of 

products and greater access to the market than India has been w illing to provide . 
¶ Apart from China, India is also losing out to financial and technological hub of Singapore, 

agriculture a nd dairy majors Australia and New Zealand, plantat ions of South East Asian 
countries, and pharmaceutical trade with China and the US . 

¶ With e -commerce as part of the discussion, the Indian resistance at WTO o f not letting the 
discussion on digital trade wil l weaken . 

¶ The free movement of investments will be nefit investors in the US, Singapore, Japan and 
China, but very few Indians will b e taking advantage of this . 

¶ New Delhi is also worried that the RCEP will op en backdoor negotiations and may lead to 
the coun try losing out on TRIPS agreements. This may resul t in giving way to global majors 
in agriculture seed and pharmaceutical manufactur ing . 

Conclusion : 
                Bilateral talks between India and China ar e crucial for an early conclusion of RCEP 
negotai ations as agreed by other members. Indian policyma kers need to be mindful of domestic 
sectorsõ concerns before agreeing on terms of deal. Simultaneously, there is a necessity to improve 
our competitiveness i n the economy. India must play its  due role to ge t its due place  in 
the  regional economic configura tions . 
 

Q) Comment on what would Brexit, and the form it takes, mean for India and how 

should India prepare for this eventuality  ?  (250 words ) 
Reference  

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to shed some light on the complications surrounding Brexit, the implication 
of the deal on India and evaluate the response of India so far as well as how should her response be. 

Directive  wor d  

Comment ς When you are asked to comment, you have to pick main points and give your ΨƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΩ 
on them based on evidences or arguments stemming from your wide reading. Your opinion may be 
for or against, but you must back your argument with evidences. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Intr oduction  ς Highlight why Brexit has been in news off late and discuss the complications. 

Bod y  

Comment on how and why would Brexit impact India 

¶ Brexit is an opportunity for India to reset the legal terms of its trade with the UK and EU, at 
the multilateral level, and through free trade agreements. 
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¶ Indian businesses traditionally rely on the UK as their port of entry into the EU 

¶ international trade law assured Indian businesses that entry into the UK was an entry into 
the EU 

¶ Today, roughly 800 Indian companies operate in the UK, employing 104,932 people. India 
invests more in the UK than in the rest of the EU combined. The UK is taking itself out of that 
combination. As Indian companies search for new markets beyond the UK, they will be 
unable to rely on the άfour ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳǎέ guarantee of the EU customs union: free movement 
of goods, services, capital, and labor. 

Analyze how LƴŘƛŀΩǎ response to Brexit has been and how it should be 

¶ India should re-negotiate with the UK and EU the World Trade Organization Schedules of 
Concessions, for both goods and services, should resume its FTA discussions with the EU, and 
should prepare to launch FTA talks with the UK 

¶ it needs to draw up a list of Ψǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ equivalent concessƛƻƴǎΩ it Ψƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘŜŘΩ with 
the UK and/or EU that it will ΨƳƻŘƛŦȅ or ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿΩΦ On services, it needs to evaluate the 
prospect of WTO arbitration over ΨŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƻǊȅ adjustmŜƴǘǎΩ the UK and/or EU offers that 
India finds unacceptable, and thereafter modify or withdraw Ψǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ equivalent 
benŜŦƛǘǎΩ. 

Conclusi on  ς Give your view and discuss way forward. 
 
Introduction : 
        Despite 2 years of Brexit vote, Britain remains a s divided as ever, over the issue of leaving 
the EU. Demonstrations demandi ng a reconsideration of the issue and a new refer endum have 
been aplenty on the streets of U.K. Contrarily; there have also been mobilisations by pro -leave 
lobby albeit in smaller n umbers as things are already moving in their favour . 
        
Body : 
        The Brexit is seen to have both positive and nega tive impacts . 
  
Pros of Brexit : 
¶ Brexit might give a boost to trade ties between India and the UK . 
¶ Due to fall in the value of Pound sterling, those who import from the UK will gain. Indian 

export com panies o perating in the UK may also gain . 
¶ India being  mor e of an importing country than an exporting nation , the overall effect 
may turn out positive for India provided dollar doesnõt appreciate much against rupee . 

¶ With lower pound value, Indian companies may be a ble to acquire many hi -tech assets . 
¶ As investors look around the world for safe havens in these turbulent times, India stands 

out both in terms of stability and of growth . 
¶ Brexit is  an opportunity for India to  reset the legal terms of its trade  wit h the UK  and 

EU, at the multilateral level, and through f ree trade agreements. Higher number of Indian 
tourists and student can afford to visit Britain . 

¶ Britain will need a steady inflow of  talented labour, and India fits the bill perfectly due to 
its Engl ish -speaking population . 

¶ India might have some opportunit ies in the pharma sector of UK market due to rising health 
concerns there and larger government procurement of generic medicines fro m India if it 
positions itself properly . 

  
Cons of Brexit : 
¶ Falling value of  the pound could render several existing contract s loss making . 
¶ Due to fall in the value of Pound sterling, Indian exports to the UK will suffer. Cheaper 

rupee will make Indian expo rts, including IT and ITeS, competitive. Indian import 
companies op erating in the UK may also report a loss. India exports m ore than what it 
imports from Britain . 

¶ Many Indian companies are  listed on the London Stock Exchange and many have 
European headquar ters in London . Brexit will take away this advantage . 

¶ Indian businesses tra ditionally rely on the  UK as their port of entry into the EU . 
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¶ International trade law assured Indian businesses th at entry into the UK was an entry into 
the E U 

¶ Today, roughly  800 In dian companies  operate in the UK,  employing 104,932 people. 
India invests m ore in the UK than in the rest of the EU combined . 

¶ A no -deal Brexit  will directly hit these companies  forcing thou sands out of jobs . 
¶ The UK is taking itself out of that combination.  As Indian companies search for new markets 

beyond the UK, they will be una ble to rely on the òfour freedoms ó guarantee of the EU 
customs union:  free movement of goods, services, capital, a nd labour . 

¶ Rupee may depreciate because of  the double effect of for eign fund outflow  and dollar 
rise . 

¶ Brexit is a bad news for Indian outsourc ers. 
¶ Indiaõs Forex will be impacted, particular if the currency is stored in Euros or Pound (this 

comes around 20% of total forex) . 
  
Indiaõs response to Brexit should be as follows: 
¶ For India, Brexit matters because  London is the financial capital of the world  and 

the  bridgehead into Europe for many Ind ian companies . 
¶ India should re -negotiate with the UK and EU the World Trade Organization Schedules of 

Concessions, for both goods an d services, should resume its FTA discussions with the EU, 
and should prepa re to  launch FTA talks with the UK . 

¶ The Indian go vernment will have to figure out whatõs the best outcome for Indian producer-
exporters, and push for it . 

¶ India needs to draw up a li st of ôsubstantially equivalent concessionsõ it ôinitially negotiatedõ 
with  the UK and/or EU that it will ômodify or withdrawõ. 

¶ On services, it needs to evaluate the prospect of WTO arbitration over ôcompensatory 
adjustmentsõ the UK and/or EU offers that India finds unacceptable, and thereafter modify 
or withdraw ôsubstantially equivalent benefitsõ. 

 
Conclusion : 

The lack of clar ity on Brexit -EU divorce deal has placed all stakeholders on tenterhooks. 
The need of the hour is to include all the stakeholders im pacted by the deal and draw up a bilateral 
trade deal between India and Bri tain . 
 

Q) India should not  allow the RCEP trade deal to fail. Do you agree. Comment.    (250 

words ) 
Economicti mes 

Directive  wor d  

Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon.   

Key  demand  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to express our knowledge and understanding of the RCEP agreement and 
express our opinion as to why/ why not India must allow the RCEP trade deal to fail. Whatever our 
opinion we have to substantiate it with valid arguments and facts. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction - write a few introductory lines about the RCEP agreement highlighting its 
significance and importance. 

Body - 

Discuss why India should not let the agreement fail. E.g 

¶ The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership, or RCEP, is not a άŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊέ to the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership. 

¶ But, unlike the former, the RCEP is a more traditional sort of trade deal, in which tariff  cuts 
on tradeable goods τ rather than high standards for labor, environmental and intellectual-
property protections τ are at the center of the discussion. 
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¶ The truth is that those officials have it backwards. India has largely failed to develop a 
manufacturing sector because its factories ŀǊŜƴΩǘ competitive and ŀǊŜƴΩt plugged into global 
supply chains. Over the past few years, tariffs have started rising as well τ often in an ad 
hoc and arbitrary manner τ which means that becoming part of spread-out value chains 
will be even tougher. 

¶ Given the difficulty of getting Indian negotiators to the table for bilateral trade deals, the 
RCEP remains the best chance to incorporate India into a genuinely open trading bloc etc. 

Conclusion - based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introdu ction : 
                RCEP is a proposed  free trade agreement (FTA)  between  ASEA N and  six Indo -Pacific 
states . RCEP is the  worldõs largest economic bloc , covering  nearly half of the global economy . 
The chie f objectives include the spirit to  strengthen eco nomic linkages  and to  enhance trade 
and investment related activities  as well as to contribute to  minimising development 
gap  among t he parties . 
  
Body : 

Negotiations on the RCEP, among 16 Asian and Pacific Oc ean countries, have entered a 
decisive phase. How ever, a òsubstantive agreementó on the trade deal is yet to see the light of the 
day. India should not let the agreement fail due to  the following reasons . 
¶ Own Niche : 

o The RCEP is not a òcompetitor ó to the Comprehensive and Progressive Trans -Pacific 
Partner ship (CPTPP). 

o RCEP is a more traditional sort of trade deal vis -à-vis CPTPP. 
¶ Strengthens the strategic position of India : 

o India is n either a member of APEC nor CPTPP . 
o India  cannot sustain an expanding politi cal and security role  in the Indo -pacific 

with a shrinking economic role . 
o Regional economic integration is an active component of our  Act East Policy . 

¶ Focus on trade than other para meters : 
o The tariff cuts on tradable goods , rather than high standards for l abour, 

environmental and intellectual -property pr otections, are at the center of the 
discussion . 

o The free movement of professionals across countries  in the region is imperative 
for India. In a scenario when the vector of I ndiaõs demographic dividend is 
concomitant to the vector of the òagingó population in most RCEP countries . 

¶ Fillip to ôMake In Indiaõ: 
o Indiaõs grand plan to expand its manufacturing horizon  will bode well with the 

RCEP. 
o Over the past few years, tariffs have started rising as well, often i n an ad hoc and 

arbitrary manner, which means that  becoming part of spread -out value chains 
will be even tougher . 

o This will help reduce our trade -deficits with China and other ASEAN  countr ies too . 
¶ Huge potential for trade : 

o The grouping envisages regional e conomic integration, leading to the creation of th e 
largest regional trading bloc in the world, accounting for nearly 45% of the worldõs 
population with a combined gross domestic pr oduct o f $21.3 trillion . 

o Some of the sectors that have been identified as p otential sources of Indiaõs export 
growth impulses  under RCEP to the tune of approximately $200 billion . 

o Exports include processed food, gems and jewellery, metal manufactures, refi ned 
petroleum, chemicals and pharmaceuticals, leather goods; textiles and c lothing, 
automobiles and parts, electrical machine ry, and parts of aircraft and spacecraft, etc . 

¶ Bilateral treaties are time consuming : 
o Given the difficulty of getting Indian negoti ators t o the table for bilateral trade deals, 

the RCEP remains the best cha nce to incorporate India into a genuinely open tra ding 
bloc . 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  155 www.insightsias.com  

SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 

o The India -EU bilateral treaty which has not been agreed upon despite years of 
negotiations is an example . 

 
However, India  has co ncerns with member countries because of which it is leery of finaliz ing the 
RCEP. 
¶ Greater access to Chinese goods may have impact on the Indian manufacturing sector . 
¶ India has got massive trade deficit with China . 
¶ Under these circumstances, India pr oposed differential market access strategy for China . 
¶ Exports from ASEAN in to India  have grown far quicker  than Indian export s to the bloc, 

which they attribute to the fact that India is a òservices economy .ó 
¶ There are demands by other RCEP countries for l owering customs duties on a number of 

products and greater access to the ma rket than India has been willing  to provide . 
¶ More developed countries such as Australia and Singapore are unwilling to accommodate 
Indiaõs demands to liberalise their services regime and allow freer mobility of Indian 
workers . 

¶ Some of the RCEP countries, i ncluding India, are headed for e lections this year , a point 
where  governments traditionally turn protectionist . 

Conclusion : 
                There are more compelling trade and econo mic reasons for RCEP to become India -led 
in future, than otherwise.  India w ould get greater market access  in other countries not only in 
terms of goods,  but in services and investments  too. India must play its  due role to get its due 
place  in the  regional economic configurations . 
 

Q) Critical ly examine whether the Gl obal Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular 

Migrati on solve the migrant crisis facing the world currently   ?    (250 words ) 
Reference  

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to explain about the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration 
and how it would help in resolving the migrant crisis including in North east India. 

Directive  wor d  

Critically examine ς When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get 
into details, and find out the causes or implications if any . When ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΩ is suffixed or prefixed to 
a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair judgement. 

Struct ure  of  the  answe r  
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Introducti on  ς Explain that The ΨDƭƻōŀƭ Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular aƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ is the 
first, intergovernmental agreement that covers all dimensions of global migration. The legally non-
binding pact aims to promote efforts to strengthen regular migration pathways and protect the 
human rights of migrants. Its objectives and commitments provide states and international agencies 
a means to coordinate migration policies and ensure that migration works for all. 

Bod y  

Discuss details about the agreement and how it proves useful in dealing with the migrant crisis. 

¶ Explain about the migrant crisis caused by several factors such as climate change, political 
and social conflicts etc which are leading to this issue gaining prominence off late. 
Thereafter, also touch upon the nature of migrant crisis being faced in North east India. 

Discuss how the above agreement can help in resolving such issues 

Conclusion  ς Highlight the importance of the agreement and discuss way forward. 
 
Introduction : 
¶ The ôGlobal Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migrationõ is the first, 

intergovernmental agreement that covers all dimensions of global migration . 
¶ It is a  legally non -binding pact  aims to promote  efforts to str engthen regular migration 

pathways  and  protect the human rights of migrants . 
¶ Its objectives and commitments provide states and international agencies a means to 

coordinate migration policies and ensure that migration works for all . 
¶ 164 nations adopted the pact in December 2018 at UN Conference to manage the global 

migration crisi s. 
¶ The global migrant population constitutes  4 per cent of the worldõs population. 

                        
Body : 
  
Rationale behind the pact : 
  
¶ Increasing persecutions:  The conflict s in West Asia, Africa and South America , and the 

extreme violence associat ed with them have forced people to leave their homes and seek a 
haven in foreign countries . 

¶ Climate Change Refugees:  climate change effects also contributed to the growing n umber 
of migrants and refugees.  Example : Sudan, Liby a 

¶ According to the United Natio ns,  approximately 258 million migrants  around the world 
are living outside their country of birth . 

¶ Around  68 million  out of these are in the  òforcibly displacedó 

¶ Since 2000,  the num ber of global migrants has  grown by 49 per cent , from 2.8 to 3.4 per 
cent o f the global population . 

¶ The UN data also shows that, since then,  more than 60,000 migrants have lost their 
lives  while on the move . 

  
The global compact for safe, orderly a nd regul ar migration was a  recommendation of New York 
Declaration in September 2016  adopted for recognizing the need for enhanced international 
cooperation and a comprehensive approach to the issue of migrants . 
  
Yes, the global compact has the potential s olve the  migrant crisis facing the world currentl y 
¶ The Global Compact aims to  minim ize the global resentments against migration . 

o The significant case against migration has been the perceived negative economic 
impact on host countries. However, migrants spe nd 85 pe r cent of their earnings in 
their host communities . 

o Migrants across the glo be sent approximately USD 600 billion in remittances in 
2017, which is three times higher than the global Overseas Development Assistance 
(ODA). 

o In this way, migrants contri bute to the development of both the country of origin and 
host states . 

¶ The Compact also states that it is rooted in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development . 
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¶ The Compact has two guiding principles that articulate the need for ôgender-responsiveõ and 
ôchild -sensitiveõ migration policies. 

o It puts the  rights of migrant women and children  at its heart by mainstreaming 
a gender perspective . 

o Among the 258 million migrants around the world, more than 50 per cent are women 
and girls . 

o Moreover, women constitute 74 per ce nt of international migrant domestic workers . 
¶ The Compact aims to enhance g lobal cooperation to reduce migration -related deaths,  and 

in combating smuggling and trafficking, all of which are priorities for any government . 
¶ The Compact proposes building a Pla tform on Disaster Displacementó and developing an 
ôAgenda for the Protection of Cross -Border Displaced Persons in the Context of  Disasters 
and Climate Changeõ to address the issue. 

o The Global Compact recognizes climate change as a driver for migration and lays out 
a framework for dealing with it . 

o According to the  World Bank, arou nd 143 million people , especially in the 
developing w orld, could be forced to relocate within their countries by 2050 . 

o Another study shows that about  2 billion people may become cli mate change 
refugees by 2100 . 

  
However,  the global compact faces many chal lenges 
¶ Many see the non -binding nature of the Global Compact as a challenge and the most 

significant limitation . 
¶ The non -participation of  some important countries including the Unit ed States, 

Australia and Hungary,  raises questions about the future of the p act . 
¶ The most significant challenges before the Compact lie in its  implementation against the 

rise of populism and anti -immigrant sentiments across the globe . 
¶ Countries view the ado ption of the Compact as an  instance of surrender of sovereignty . 
¶ Addressing  the ga p between reality and perception  about migration and migrants will 

be a great challenge before the Compact in the coming years . 
¶ The Compact does not talk about who will  coord inate, monitor and fund its 

implementation . Since member states are respons ible fo r implementation, they will have 
to do much more than mere reviews and occasional follow up in order to achieve the goals 
of the Compact . 

 
Conclusion : 
        The developing w orld hosts more than half of the global migrant population  putting 
undue pr essure on the limited resources. The need of the hour is  enhanced international 
cooperation  and a  comprehensive approach  to the issue of migrants. Protection of the ôsafety, 
dignity  human rights and fundamental freedoms of all migrants, regardless of their  

migrat ory statusõ should be at the core of such agreements . 
 

Q) Examine the fears of the developing countries with regards to displacin g the 

òdevelopment agendaó in the WTO for a new agenda on digital trade ?  (250 w ords ) 
Reference  

Why  this  questio n  

The article discusses the issues raised by civil society groups and others with respect to nefarious 
designs of transnational organisation in setting down the new WTO agenda related to digital trade. 
We need to be aware of the implications of such a trade deal and what must be the way forward. 

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to bring out the discussion at the buenos Aires summit with regards to 
displacing the άŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŘŀέ in the WTO for a new agenda on digital trade. Thereafter we 
need to examine the issues that the developed countries have with wto rules governing digital travel 
and e-commerce and the impact it would have on domestic economy. Finally, we need to give a fair 
and balanced opinion and highlight what needs to be done. 

Direc tive  wor d  
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Examine ς When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any . 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction  ς highlight that at the Buenos Aires summit of wto, developing countries rejected 
the idea of displacing the άŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŘŀέ in the WTO for a new agenda on digital trade 

Bod y  

Discuss the issues with such a new agenda on digital trade 

¶ India fears that new rules could provide unfair market access to foreign companies, hurting 
the rapidly growing domestic e-commerce platforms. A key demand by the developed 
countries is to make permanent the current ban on customs duties on global electronic 
transactionsτthey were suspended in 1998. 

¶ playing on LƴŘƛŀΩǎ mind is the previous WTO deal on the Information Technology Agreement, 
under which it agreed to abolish tariffs on hardware, squeezing the domestic electronics 
manufacturing industry. 

Discuss what needs to be done 

¶ what is needed around the world for structural transformation is a jobs-and-development-
focused digital industrialisation strategy. 

¶ Digital industrialisation indicates the need for investment in ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ technical, legal and 
economic infrastructure and policies to develop and support domestic digital businesses and 
platforms and build capacities to use domestic data in the public interest; 

¶ to strategically promote domestic MSMEs including through technology transfer and 
national data use frameworks 

Conclu sion  ς Give your view and discuss way forward. 
  
Introduction : 

At the 1 1 th  Ministerial Conference of WTO, the US blocked a perman ent solution on 
government stockholding for food security purposes, India a nd developing countries toughened its 
stand on new  issues including e -commerce and investment facilitation for digital trade . 
  
Body : 

Civil society organisations ñ including develop ment advocates, consumer and 
environmental groups from developed and develo ping countries ñ issued a statement calling on 
governments to reject World Trade Organization (WTO) talks on e -commerce . 
 
The issues with such a new agenda on digital trade are : 
¶ Ther e are fears that policy would severely constrain the policy space of countr ies to develop 

their economies in the future . 
¶ It w ould  accelerate the global disadvantaging of workers  and small enterprises in all 

countries vis -à-vis large corporations that chara cterizes the current global econom y 
¶ India fears that the new global e -comme rce rules could provide unfair market access to 

foreign online retail firms, hurting the rapidly growing domestic start -ups . 
¶ E-commerce entered the WTO in 1998 , when member countrie s agreed not to impose 

customs duties on electronic transmissions, and the moratorium has been extended 
periodically . 

¶ Many countries have made submissions on various aspects of digital trade such as cross -
border data flows, server localisation, technology transfer, source code, consumer 
protection, intellectual property rights an d trade facilitation aspects of e -commerce . 

¶ Threats to economic sovereignty  and  future development prospects from premature 
digital liberalisation will be greatly amplified  if the r apidly evolving digital economic 
space is governed by rules that were devel oped by transnational corporations (TNCs) f or 
their own profit -making around the world . 
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¶ A key demand by the developed countries is to make permanent the  current ban on 
customs dutie s on global electronic transactions  which were suspended in 1998 . 

¶ India is still sceptical about previous WTO deal on the Information Technology Agreement, 
under which it agreed to abolish tariffs on hardware, squeezing the domestic electronics 
manufacturi ng industry . 

¶ India has maintained that e -commerce per se may be good for de velopment but it may not 
be prudent to begi n talks since many countries donõt fully understand the implications of 
negotiating binding rules . 

¶ With rapid developments in manufacturin g through 3 -D printing, absence of customs duty 
could have severe adverse i mpact on the domestic manufacturing sector . 

 
Way forward : 
¶ Transforming the global trading system WTO so that it could promote shared prosperity 

among all the countries . 
¶ The much w anted need around the world is structural transformation which is a jobs -and-

development -focused digital industrialisation strategy . 
¶ Digital industrialisation indicates the need for investment in countriesõ technical, legal and 

economic infrastru cture and policies to develop and support domestic digital businesses 
and platforms a nd build capacities to use domestic data in the public interest . 

¶ To strategically  promote domestic MSMEs including through technology transfer and 
national data use framew orks . 

¶ To ensure universal benefits of the digital economy through full employment pol icies . 
¶ To ensure  proper taxation and investments  to  close the digital divide . 
¶ To advance consumer welfare and privacy through  enforceable consumer protection 

measures . 
¶ To ensure pub lic interest regulation of the digital economy  and  sound competition 

practi ces  and other pro -development strategie s 
Conclusion : 

¶ Domestic policies should be developed with appropriate stakeholder input, as well as 
through regional integration to a ccomplish the above.  

¶ Policymakers require sufficient policy space to do so. Status -qu o on e -commerce should be 
maintained till developing countries understand what is at stake in the area of global e -
commerce rule -making . 

 

Topicɀ Effect of policies and politics of dÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓ ÏÎ )ÎÄÉÁȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÓȟ Indian 

diaspora 

Q) Criti cally analyze the significance of Asia Reassurance Initiative Act for India  ?  

(250 words ) 
Reference  

Why  thi s question  

America recently enacted the Asia Reassurance Initiative Act (ARIA), which promises to bring back 
fresh focus to American priorities in the Indo-Pacific. This is going to have a sizeable impact on LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 
interests in the region and needs to be analyzed. 
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Key  demand  of  the  question  

The question expects us to explain LƴŘƛŀΩǎ interest in Asia Pacific and explain the pros and cons of 
the said act on LƴŘƛŀΩǎ interests in the region. Finally we need to provide a fair and balanced opinion 
and discuss the way forward. 

Directive  word  

Critically analyze ς When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΩ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad 
of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure  of  the  answer  

Introduction  ς Explain that America recently enacted the Asia Reassurance Initiative Act (ARIA), 
which promises to bring back fresh focus to American priorities in the Indo-Pacific. 

Body  

Explain in detail about the Act. It spells out a long-term strategy for the Indo-Pacific. It conveys 
willingness of the Congress to support financial appropriations for initiatives the US Administration 
may bring before it in realising various components of the strategy. 

Discuss LƴŘƛŀΩǎ interest in the region 

¶ India is worried about the prospect of American withdrawal from Afghanistan as well as 
about the inroads that China is making in IndƛŀΩǎ neighborhood. 

¶ A third concern is more broadly the challenge that China poses to India, both militarily and 
politically. 

¶ So, New Delhi is likely to judge this Act on how it will address these three challenges. 

Explain the positives of this act for India. 

¶ reiterates LƴŘƛŀΩǎ significance in the U.S. strategy in the region. The Act notes India as a 
Major Defense Partner, a άǳƴƛǉǳŜέ status for India, which would ease defense trade and 
sharing of technology, including άƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ-free access to a wide range of dual-use 
technƻƭƻƎƛŜǎέ as well as promote greater coordination on security policies and strategies 
and increased military-to-military engagements 

¶ congressional action comes immediately after ¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ decision to withdraw U.S. troops 
from Afghanistan. Whether the congressional action will slow down or alter American 
withdrawal remains to be seen. Trump is reportedly considering changes to his approach to 
Syria, including slowing down a reduced presence. 

¶ represents a relatively greater level of commitment to the region than the earlier ΨtƛǾƻǘ to 
!ǎƛŀΩ declared by President Obama in 2013 that turned out to be mainly a rhetorical flourish 

¶ ARIA is important because it manifests a change in US perception of China from it being a 
competitor to now an adversary. The Act expresses ΨƎǊŀǾŜ concerns with Chinese actions 

¶ ARIA embraces the concept of Indo-Pacific in place of the earlier focus on Asia-Pacific. The 
difference between the two concepts is the inclusion of India as an integral part of the 
geostrategic space that the US sees as the main theatre of contestation with China. 

Discuss the limitations in the act in altering the status quo 

The amount indicated is modest, a mere $1.5 billion per year for the next five years, hardly 
commensurate with the scale of ambition ARIA manifests. Etc 

Conclusion  ς Give a fair and balanced opinion, based on arguments made, on the significance of 
the Act for India and discuss way forward. 
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Introduction:  
        Asia Reassurance Initiative Act ( ARIA ) was recently signed by the Presiden t of the US. T he 
Act promises  to bring back fresh focus to American pr iorities in the Ind o-Pacific . It sp ecifically 
calls for Americaõs increased engagement in the Indo-Pacific region and strengthened support, 
including arms sales, for U.S. allies in the r egion.  
  
Body:  
  
Importance of ARIA:  
¶ The Act assumes particular import ance in the  context  of Chinaõs expanding and 

aggressive footprint across Asia, Africa, Europe, and Oceania.  
¶ The responses by the United States as well as its allies, partners, and friend s in the 

regio n . 
¶ The act develops a long -term strategic vision and a c omprehensive, multi faceted, and 

principled United States policy for the Indo -Pacific region.  
¶ India has a lot of strategic interests at stake with the geopolitical dynamics in a constant 

flux.  
¶ Indiaõs worries about the prospect of American withdrawal from A fghanistan.  
¶ China i s making inroads in Indiaõs neighbourhood. 
¶ The challenge that China poses to India, both militarily and politically.  

  
With growing strategic partnership and increasin g trade with t he USA, the policies are imperative. 
The positives of AR IA for India:  
  
¶ Special importance:  
¶ ARIA  reiterates Indiaõs significance in the U.S. strategy in the Indo-Pacific region.  
¶ The Act notes India as a  Major Defence Partner , a òuniqueó status for India, w hich 

would  ease defence trade and sharing of technology . Example:  lice nse-free access to a 
wide range of dual -use technologies  

¶ It promotes greater coordination on security policies and strategies and increased military -
to-military engagements . 

¶ US Policies in West Asia and Afghanistan:  
¶ The decision of Withdrawal  of the troops  from  Afghanistan has implied security concerns 

from India.  
¶ Similar moves in the Syria approach including slowing down a reduced presence.  
¶ Countering Chinaõs hegemony: 
¶ ARIA manifests a  change in US perception of China  from it being a competit or to now an 

advers ary.  
¶ The Act expresses ôgrave concerns with Chinese actions that seek (i) to further constrain 

space for civil society and religion within China; and (ii) to undermine  a rules -based  order 
in the Indo -Pacific regionõ. 

¶ It demonstrates a br oad consensus in th e US that China is a threat not only to its security 
interests, but also an economic and even ideological rival.  

¶ This is also reflected in the explicit commitment to h elping Taiwan maintain ôasymmetricõ 
military capabilities vis -à-vis Ch ina.  

  
The Lim itati ons of the ARIA:                
¶ The special importance  in practical terms, this doesnõt change very much. It is more of a 

symbolic element.  
¶ India is considered a partne r in Indo -Pacific region, however Indiaõs action in Afghanistan 

is not  taken into conside ration by the USA.  
¶ The Act does talk about  countering Chinaõs coercive economic policies. This is a tactic 

used by China to trap the Indian neighbour with debt and the n use them as leverage against 
India. Indiaõs limited capacity to prov ide an alternative has been an issue.  

¶ The financial support indicated is modest,  a mere $1.5 billion per year  for the next five 
years, hardly commensurate with the scale of ambition ARIA  manifests.  

¶ US pressure on China is helpful, but a confrontation, whic h forces countries to take sides, 
may not be welcome.  
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¶ India, like other American partners in Asia, has had concerns about Washingtonõs 
commitment to the region. This Act is not likely to  remove those concerns.  

 
Conclusion:  

¶ The law calls for developing a di plomatic strategy t hat includes working with United States 
allies and partners to conduct joint maritime training and freedom of navigation operations 
in the Indo -Pacific region, includi ng the East Ch ina Sea and the South China Sea, in 
support of a rul es-based international system benefiting all countries.  

 

Q) Highlight the role played by Indian diaspora in Act East policy  ?   (250 word s) 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to highlight the role played by diaspora in Act East policy. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction ς Highlight that India has widened ƛǘΩǎ foreign policy perspective with reinvigorating 
arrangements with east by transforming Ψ[ƻƻƪ East tƻƭƛŎȅΩ into Ψ!Ŏǘ East tƻƭƛŎȅΩΦ In this regards, 
Indian diaspora has an important role to make this policy a success. 

Body ς Explain the role played by diaspora in look east policy by focussing on their role as a strategic 
asset as well as in soft power diplomacy. Explain about the role played by such diaspora in enhancing 
trade and commerce between the regions which has been aided by FTAs. Bring out their role in 
science and technology, cultural connectedness by focussing on their role in developing Nalanda etc. 
Bring out the issues such as lack of connectivity etc 

Conclusion ς Give your view and discuss way forward. 
Intro duction:  

India places ASEA N at the heart of its ôAct East Policyõ and centre of the dream of an 
Asian  century. About a fifth, or six million , of the 31 million overseas Indians, comprising Indian 
citizens abroad and persons of Indian origin, live in ASEAN countries. The focus areas  of 
cooperation between ASEAN member states and India for the future can be  described in terms 
of 3Cs ð commerce, connectivity and culture.  Indian diaspora has an important role to make 
this policy a success.  
 
Body:  
 

In the case of Southeast Asia,  ethnic Ind ians, as well as the Chinese , have long been an 
integral part of their soci eties. These communities have acted as a  bridge between the two 

regions . However, the use of the ôdiasporaõ as a tool of Indian foreign policy is relatively a new 
phenomenon. The ro le played by diaspora in look east policy can be studied under the followin g 
heads.  

Except for Myanmar,  Malaysia and Singapore, where Indians constitute 5.0 per cent, 8.0 
per cent and  7.0 per cent, respectively, they are too miniscule numerically in the re st of the  
countries to figure separately in the demographic data  
 
Soft P ower diplomacy:  
¶ India shares rich cultural and historical ties with the Eas t and South East Asian countr ies. 
¶ Contrary to popular belief, younger generation in India and Southeast Asia are speaking 

more to each other through  cultural space ð music, arts, ga mes and education . Social 
media has made most positive impact on cultural t ies 

¶ While  yoga  is gaining pop ularity in the  ASEAN region , the  Buddhist links and Buddhist 

circuit in India  are acting as a  bridge  to connect the two regions.  
¶ Indiaõs soft power is reflected in  Buddhism , yoga , revival of Nalanda University , chairs 

of Indian  studies in universities  (Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia),  Indian cultural 
centres  (Jakarta, Bali, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Suva, Lautoka), and  joint restoration of 
monuments  (Cambodi a, Vietnam, Laos).  

¶ The various hindu temples, celebration o f Hindu festival s are still continued even today.  
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Influential Positions:  
¶ A diaspora estimated at  about 6 million people  fills  mainstream roles and 

responsibilities  in their adopted countries, helpi ng shape the destiny of these countries.  
¶ The ex -President o f Singapore, cur rent deputy prime minister, foreign minister of Malaysia 

is all of Indian descent.  
Trade and Commerce:  
¶ Singapore is the  largest FDI investor  in India.  
¶ The lobbying for favourable tr ade policies is vital in India - ASEAN trade relations as well as 

forthcomin g RCEP agreement.  
¶ The free -trade agreements signed with ASEAN and individual countries further strengthen 

the ties.  
 Remittances:     
¶ Many south Indians  are working in skilled, semi -skilled and unskilled sectors across SE 

Asia.  

¶ Although the remittances are present, it is a  small fraction  vis-à-vis the western and 
middle -east countries.  

Science & Technology:  
¶ ASEAN-India Science & Technology Collaboration f ormally started in 1996 with 

establishment of ASEAN India S&T working group (AIWGST).  
¶ Several projects an d scientific activities have been supported and implemented under 

ASEAN India S&T program which includes - ASEAN-India Collaborative R&D on Thermally 
Sprayed Ceramic -Based Coatings, R&D project on Extent of Transfer of Alien Invasive 
Organisms (Nuisance) in  South/SE Asia Region by Shipping etc.  

However, there are  several challenges  that are hindering the active Diasporic interaction.  
¶ Connectivity:  

o Althoug h located in the Indian ocean region and geographically contiguous, there is 
a very poor connectivity bet ween the nations.  

o This has impacted the relations between the diaspora and India.  
¶ Indifferent treatment:  

o The focus before 1990õs was mostly on the western countries. For long years,  India 
turned a blind eye to East Asia, Indo -Pacific or Asia -Pacific region s. 

o The long neglect of the diaspora is still taking time to get back to normalcy.  
¶ Ideological differences:  

o Diversity has led to many issues like the religious radicalism seen in Ind onesia 
recently.  

o The religious persecution of Rohingyas is another sticky p oint on which a decisive 
action is to be taken.  

Way Forward:  
¶ Various initiatives like the  Kaladan multimoda l project, IMT trilateral highway  are trying 

to reduce the connectivity is sues.  
¶ Increase in the number of flights as well as better sea connectivity needs to be worked upon 

to improve people -to-people contact.  
¶ Addressing the common challenges in the region  like creating skills for the digital age, 

generating jobs in the age of d isruption, meeting the need of rapid urbanisation, protecting 
the bio -diver sity and making the energy sources cleaner.  

¶ Regional groupings  like ASEAN should empower its cultural wing to increase the people 
contact.  

¶ There is need to use the  soft power of our  diaspora  to  overcome the Chinaõs 
hegemony  in the south - east nations.  

¶ Usin g the Government initiatives like Pravasi Bharatiya program,  Know India program  to 
engage the  diaspora youth  to build better ties and inculcate the  feeling of Indianness 
among them . 

Conclusion:  
                Indiaõs goodwill in Southeast Asia is based on its  benign approach , similar to its role 
in Africa, West Asia and Central Asia. The longstand ing relations must be leveraged to build an 
extremely high -trust relationship between I ndia and Asean using the Act -East policy.  
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Q) Discuss how Indiaõs diaspora policy has evolved over the years  ?    (25 0 words)  
  

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to explain the how our policy regarding our diaspora has evolved over the 
years. We also need to highlight and explain the specific steps taken by the government to engage 
Indian diaspora and the advantages it has had. 

Directive word 

Discuss ς here your discussion  should focus on the key demand of the question  

Structure  of the answer 

Introduction ς Mention that diasporas have emerged as powerful entities since they are recognized 
as ΨǎƻŦǘ ǇƻǿŜǊΩ in the realm of foreign policy strategy and also as an agent or catalyst of economic 
development of countries of origin beside their active role in the host countries. 

Body 

Highlight that Indian Diaspora has increasingly become more influential over LƴŘƛŀΩǎ foreign policy 
and has evolved as a strategic asset for India in the recent decades. Mention that around roughly 
about 25 million people spread across 135 countries form a part of Indian diaspora. 

Discuss the evolution of our policy wrt our diaspora ς ethnic Indians who chose to remain abroad 
would consider themselves as citizens or nationals of their respective host lands. In fact, they were 
encouraged to integrate with host culture and fight for the liberation of their adopted lands 

Later, when there was a switch of foreign policy priorities from realism to inter- third world 
cooperation under the regime of Rajiv Gandhi, there was a slight shift in Diaspora policy as well. He 
offered his amicable support and tried to handle Fiji Indian crisis in 1986, which had strained our 
relationship with Fiji. Besides, having realized Indian Diaspora as a strategic asset, he invited Indian 
diasporic talents like Sam Pitroda to realize his vision of 21st century India and took administrative 
measures like the establishment of Indian Overseas Affairs department in 1984.At the same time, 
there were no constructive steps or consistent and clear-cut policies to deal or tap the overseas 
Indians until the coming of National Democratic Alliance government led by BJP. 
Diaspora  was able to participate in the plethora of economic opportunities of  the unregulated and 
open Indian economy. It resolved the foreign currency crisis due to substantial investment and 
remittance from the Indian Diaspora. Subsequently, the Indian government changed its outlook 
towards Diaspora and reviewed its Diaspora policy. The NDA government led by BJP had initiated 
major steps to leverage upon the Indian Diaspora for economic growth and also as part of its larger 
vision of cultural nationalism. 

Discuss the specific measures undertaken to engage diaspora such as the ones mentioned in the 
article. 

Conclusion ς Highlight how significant diaspora is for the development of our country and the way 
forward. 

 
Introduction:  
                Diaspora ser ves as an im portant phenomenon for non -state actors, soft powers in 
foreign  policy analysis and an  ôinevitable linkõ between the home and host lands for the people. 
More than 30 million persons of Indian origin live abroad and the Indian diaspora represent s for 
their values.  
                It is recognized that there is a  conver gence of Diaspora policy and foreign policy  of 
a country due to the embedded role of Diaspora in the foreign affairs.  
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Body:  
 

Evolution of Indiaõs policy towards its diaspora can be s tudied under  the following heads.  
¶ Nehruvian era :  

o Post independence, there was a  paradigm shift  in the position of Diaspora policy as 
a result of Indiaõs foreign policy being guided by Nehruvian ideals of anti -
imperialism and racial apartheid , respect for Sovereignty and non -alignment . 

o On the economic front, India chose to follow  self -reliance  as its goal for economic 
development.  

o Nehru categorically announced that ethnic Indians who chose to remain abroad 
would consider themselves as citizens or nationals of their res pective host lands.  

o In fact, they were  encouraged to integrate with host culture and fight for the 
liberation of their adopted lands . 

¶ Lal Bahadur Shastri period : 

o Nehruõs successor Lal Bahadur Shastri entered into an agreement with 
Srilanka  to r esolve the q uestion of Tamils in Sri Lanka.  

o Otherwise,  the Nehruvian trend was continued and extended to till 1980  by 
successive governments.  

¶ Indira Gandhiõs tenure: 
o There was  no change of position  in the Diaspora policy.  
o Owing to oil shocks and Balance of  Payment cri sis, the government pushed for 

a remittance ðcentric approach  especially for the Gulf Indians.  
¶ Rajiv Gandhiõs rule: 

o Later, when there was a switch of foreign policy priorities from realism to inter - third 
world cooperation under the regime of R ajiv Gandhi,  there was  a slight shift in 
Diaspora  policy  as well.  

o He offere d his amicable support and tried to  handle Fiji Indian crisis  in 1986.  
o Besides, having realized Indian Diaspora as a strategic asset, he invited Indian 

diasporic talents like  Sam Pi troda  to realize his vision of 21st century India.  
o He took administrative m easures like the  establishment of Indian Overseas 

Affairs  department in  1984.  
¶ Post Economic Reforms of 1991:  

o On the advent of  new economic model , the Indian Diaspora was able to par ticipate 
in the plethora of economic opportunities of the unregulated and o pen Indian 
economy.  

o It resolved the foreign currency crisis due to subs tantial investment and 
remittance  from the Indian Diaspora.  

¶ Subsequently, the Indian government changed its ou tlook towards Diaspora and reviewed 
its Diaspora policy:  

o The NDA government  had initiated major steps to leverage upon the Indian Diaspora 
for eco nomic growth and also as part of its  larger vision of cultural nationalism.  

o In the light of this,  long and sho rt term comprehensive policy measures  were 
unveiled to engage its diverse D iaspora during its regime such as the  appointment 
of High Level Committ ee on Indian Diaspora,  launching of  PIO card scheme , 
organizing annual  Pravasi Bharatiya Divas  on 9th January,  giving out  Pravasi 
Bharatiya Samman Awards , offering Dual citizenship (OCI ) 

o The subsequent governments established a  separate Ministry of Oversea s Indian 
Affairs  which has taken several initiatives for engaging the Diaspora,  the Overseas 
Citizen of India Card, NRI funds and voting rights for Indian citizens  

o The government has de cided on a single identity card to make it easier for the 
diaspora to c onnect with the homeland, secure lifelong Indian visas, avoid checks at 
local police stations during visits, a nd own land.  

o India also allowed visitors from 43 countries, including the U nited States, Australia 
and Fiji, to  receive visas upon arrival , replac ing the previous process, which took 
weeks.  

o Moreover, the  merger of Person of Indian Origin (PIO) and Overseas  Citizen of 
India (OCI) cards  has brought the relationship closer  
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New dimen sions : 
¶ There is now a linkage between Indian diasporic community and de velopment of the 
country. Diaspora has become an important feature of Indiaõs foreign policy today. 

¶ There are special outreaches to Indian communities during high -level visits to the Un ited 
States, the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, Singapore, Israel, United Arab Emirates, 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar.  

¶ Diaspora policy not only focuses on the rich, industrialist, whi te collared professionals but 
gives due respect to the working class popula tion.  

 
Conclusion:  
                Considering its size and expansion, i t is aptly mentioned in the  High Level Committee 
Report on Indian Diaspora  by the Government of India, òThe Su n never sets in the Indian 
Diaspora ó. With the versatile role of Diaspora, India could fulfil its cherished dream of being a 
super power and it co uld make much head way in its international and foreign affairs.  
 

Q) In the wake of US accusations, Indian is keen to introduce several reforms in 

WTO. Discuss.    (250 words ) 
Economictimes  

Why  this  questio n  

The article discusses the recent relationship phase between US and India and the need for reforms 
in the WTO as felt by India. 

Directive  wor d  

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key  demand  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to write in detail about the US- India tussle at the WTO and reforms suggested 
by India recently in respect of the international trade body. 

Structur e of  the  answe r  

Introduction ς write a few introductory lines about the  WTO. E.g the world economy and polity 
has changed since the formation of the WTO in 1995 and therefore there is need for some upgrade 
and reforms in the Geneva-based body. 

Body ς Discuss the reforms suggested by India in the wake of US accusations. E.g 

India is likely to float a proposal aimed at reforming the dispute settlement mechanism, rule-making 
and transparency requirements at the World Trade Organization 

LƴŘƛŀΩǎ reform paper comes in the wake of the US blocking the appointment of judges at the global 
trade watchdog for more than two years, accusing emerging economies including India and China 
of eating into the development rights of poorer nations, and insisting on penalising countries if they 
introduce or increase subsidies for domestic industry without reporting to the organisation. 

LƴŘƛŀΩǎ stand is that the appellate body issue needs to be resolved first because that is central. 
Without that, WTO is no organisation 

India is opposed to the idea of linking notification requirements with punitive action. India and 40 
other members had opposed the ¦{Ω proposal in November that seeks to prohibit defaulters from 
presiding over WTO bodies and allows other countries to not answer questions posed by them. 

LƴŘƛŀΩǎ move assumes significance in the backdrop of growing protectionism in the global trade, 
hurting the confidence of the WTO. 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
Introductio n : 
        The World Trade Organization (WTO), successor of General Agreeme nt on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), came into force after the Marrakesh Agreement in 1995. Global economy has seen many 
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ups and downs since then including the Asian Tigers crisis, sub -prime crisis and consequent 
global meltdown in 2008 . 
        The multilatera l trading system is under stress and number of fresh trade restrictive 
measures have su rged which will affect global trade and economic growth. Reforms are needed in 
WTO to Support a Better Global Trade order . 
 
Body : 
The accusations made by USA against Indi a in wake of WTO provisions are : 
¶ The US has accused India, China and other emerging eco nomies of  claiming rights and 

using exemptions from commitments meant for poorer nations in gl obal trade 
negotiations . 

¶ Lashing out at India, USA said the country used it s status as a developing member to press 
for continued exemption from its commitments of some $30 billion in input subsidies, a 
rule intended to address development for some of the poorest farmers in the wo rld . 

¶ The self -declared development status risks th e institutional relevance of the organisation 
and collapse of negotiations . 

¶ The US has said that  all developing countries should not be considered as one lot  but 
there should be dif ferentiation among them a nd  to penalize countries which increase 
subsidy wi thout reporting the WTO . 

The reforms suggested by India in the wake of US accusations are as follows : 
¶ Indiaõs reform paper comes in the wake of the US blocking the appointment of ju dges at 

the global trade watchdog for more than two years . 
¶ India will  float  a proposal  aimed at  reforming the dispute settlement mechanism, rule -

making and transparency requirements  at the World Trade Organization . 
¶ The appellate body issue of WTO  needs to be resolved as it is cent ral to WTO as an 

organisation . 
¶ On the issue of not ifications and transparency,  India is opposed to the idea of linking 

notification requirements with punitive action . USA had proposed to prohibit defaulters 
from presiding over WTO bodies and allows other c ountries to not answer questions posed 
by them . 

¶ The rich nations are forming groupings  to prepare ground for pushing new issues such 
as investment facilitation, preparing rules for e -commerce, promoting gender equality and 
reducing  subsidy on fisheries . 

 
Conclusion : 

Indiaõs move assumes significance in the backdrop of  growing protectionism in the global 
trade, hurting the confidence of the WTO . Certain members want to further strengthen the 164 -
member body to make it more effective. The reforms however shoul d be done  in consultation with 
developed as well a s developing countries . 
 

Q) The developments in Venezuela offer huge advantages for Indian eco nomy. 

Comment.    (250 words ) 
Reference  
The hindubuisnessline  

Why  this  questio n  

The recent political crisis may not be in the interest of the country or the world in general but it offers 
benefits to countries like India and China. In this context it is important to discuss these 
developments and their effects on Indian economy. 

Directive  wor d  

Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 

Key  demand  of  the  que stion . 

The question wants us to express our knowledge and understanding of the recent political crisis in 
Venezuela and express our opinion as to how it will impact Indian economy. 
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Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction - write a few introductory lines about the recent crisis in Venezuela. E.g mention the 
formation of interim government by opposition leader and his recognition by the US etc. 

Body - 

Discuss the India- Venezuela relationship and how India could benefit from these developments. E.g 

Venezuela was the fourth-biggest crude supplier to India τ after Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Iran. 

ά¢ƘŜ quality of Venezuelan oil has been deteriorating after years of under-investment and aging 
infrastructure, 

This means ƛǘΩƭƭ be tough for Venezuela to sell more oil to new markets and customers outside of 
traditionally active buyers in China and India.έ 

US sanctions against Venezuela could further help India getting cheaper supplies of oil. 

India could explore  a rupee-payment mechanism for trade with Venezuela, besides exporting rice 
and drugs to the South American nation, all in return for crude oil etc. 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introduction : 

The most recent plunge in oil prices ñfalling from more than $ 100 per barrel in 2014 to a 
low of under $30 per barrel in early 2016 ñhas sucked Venezuela in to an economic and political 
spiral , from which it could take decades to recover . 
Its hy perinflation is running at 80,000%, soaring debts leading to sovereign defa ults, falling oil 
production and growing autocracy of president Maduro to maintain power has affected Venezuela 
and its citizens very bad . 
                        
Body : 
                        USA wants Nicolás Maduro out as president and Juan Guaido, the president of 
the National Assembly, in. The USA has issued sanctions against Venezuelaõs state-run oil 
company,  PDVSA  recently. With this, American imports of crude oil will reduce and there is more 
supply for OPEC producerõs other big customers viz. India and China . 
  
India and Venezuela relations : 
¶ India and    Venezuela    have    been   maintaining    cordial      
¶ The 5 0 th  Anniversary   of  the   establishment   of  diplomatic   relations   was  celebrated   in   
¶ There 

is  a  similarity   of   views   on   major   intern ational,   political   and   economic   issues .  

¶ Venezuela has emerged  as Indiaõs fourth largest oil supplier, after Iraq, Saudi Arabia and 
Iran, in 2018, and is among the top 10 crude oil suppliers to India . 

¶ The supplies accounted for about 8 percent of total  imports . 
¶ The Indian   pharma   industry   has   already   made   a  mark   and   some  reputed   compan

ies  (example:   Sun   Pharma,     Reddyõs) are operating in Venezuela. 
  
The development s in Venezuela will offer huge advantages to Indi a 
¶ US sanctions against Ven ezuela could further help  India getting cheap er supplies of oil . 
¶ The opportunity to soak up the extra supplies from Venezuela at  potentially cheap 

prices  would be a boon for the Asi an countries, where the  governments are trying to 
support slowing economic growth . 

¶ India is considering setting up a  rup ee-payment mechanism  for trade with Venezuela, 
besides exporting rice and drugs to the South American nation, all in return for crude oi l. 

¶ The rupee -payment mechanism  is also being considered to benefit Indian e xporters, 
particularly pharmaceutical product s and non -basmati rice . 

¶ This would help  save the US Dollars and stabilize the shaky Rupee - dollar exchange 
rate to an extent . 

¶ The oil tr ade will also help  reduce the increased dependency  on the middle -east natio ns 
which is also in turmoil . 
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¶ India could expo rt up to half -a-million tonnes to Venezuela on a regular basis, if a rupee -
based payment mechanism is set up . 

  
Concerns in Oil trade : 
¶ The quality of Venezuelan oil has been deteriorating after years of under -in vestment and 

aging infrastructure . 
¶ One point of uncertainty is whether the potential U.S. action will be similar to measures 

against Iran that has forced nations across the globe to  limit purchases from the Persian 
Gulf state . 

¶ Any disruption in Venezuelan supplies is also likely to increase  demand for heavy -sour 
crudes ñ the dense, viscous and relatively more sulphurous varieties that the Latin 
American nation produces . 

¶ Political tur moil in the Venezuela is another sticky point in oil trade . 
Conclusion : 
        India must closely monitor the situation and try to maximize the most. This will be a win -win 
situation for both India and Venezuela in terms of trade. India must also provide the required 
humanitarian assistance to people suffering due to politica l and economic turmoil and help 
Venezuela stand back to its feet . 
 

Q) Belt  and Road Initiative of China poses a threat to the unipolarity enjoyed by USA 

post 1990s. Comment. (250 words ) 
epw 

Why  this  questi on  

The article wonderfully explains the theory of international relations by juxtaposing it to the current 
global power dynamics. It will enhance our understanding of geopolitical events and enable us to 
develop a better perspective on belt and road initiative and what it means for India. 

Key  demand  of  the  questio n  

The question expects us to bring out details of the belt and road initiative and explain how it poses 
a threat to unipolar status enjoyed by USA post cold war. Thereafter, it expects us to explain the 
impact on global power relations including on India and discuss way forward. 

Directive  wor d  

Comment ς When you are asked to comment, you have to pick main points and give your ΨƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΩ 
on them based on evidences or arguments stemming from your wide reading. Your opinion may be 
for or against, but you must back your argument with evidences. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction  ς Highlight the geopolitical flux in recent years. 

Bod y  

Explain about the unipolarity of USA since cold war and the ways in which it has been extended as 
discussed in the article. Highlight about the emphasis given by USA on developing maritime 
capabilities, sea lanes of communication and exercising influence through a military industrial 
complex and regime change. 

Explain about the belt and road initiative and how the Chinese approach differs from that of USA. 
Explain about debt diplomacy, land lines of communication etc 

Discuss the issues in Belt and Road initiative which prevents countries like India from coming on 
board 

Conclu sion  ς give a fair and balanced view and discuss way forward. 
Introduction : 
¶ The likely outbreak of hostilities between a rising China and a sliding United States (US) as 

seen in  i ncreased trade -wars . 
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¶ BRI is seen as Chinaõs ultimate love towards globalisa tion which changed its destiny and a 
fight against protectionism (America first policy). The initiative if successfully executed, for 
sure leads the way to Chinese leadership on a g lobal scale . 

¶ USA threatened by the prospect of the re -emergence of Eurasian  transportation links and 
their impact on the maritime order, have launched a relentless campaign against Chinese 
investments in South Asia, Africa, and Central Asia along the BRI r oute . 

¶ The Chi nese investment policies are shown as debt trap, predatory, im perial, comprador . 
 
Body : 
USA post cold -war : 
¶ The US had the goodwill as well as the power to build a more inclusive and democratic 

global governance architecture . 
¶ However, led by the  military ðindustrial complex (MIC),  it created utter chaos in West Asia 

and  South Asia through illegal wars and unneces sary interventions. It promoted unabashed 
unilateralism, undermining international rules at will . 

¶ Wars and walls continue to consume the USõs annual military budget of roughly $650 
billion . 

o According to a Brown U niversity study, the US has spent  $5.9 trill ion on the war 
on terror between 2001 and 2019 . 

o The Trump administration is planning to draw $13.9 billion from the unused portion 
of the  Army Corps of Engineers budget to construct a more than 200 -mile -long wall  
along the US ðMexico border . 

¶ Washingtonõs position as a  pre -eminent global power is precariously balanced . It is 
finding it exceedingly difficult to maintain the primacy of the doll ar in international financial 
markets as well as that of its navy in the ma ritime domain . 

  
Chinaõs BRI and its approach: 
¶ BRI consisting of the land -based belt, ôSilk Road Economic Beltõ, and ôMaritime Silk 
Roadõ, aims to connect the East Asian economic re gion with the European economic circle 
and runs across the continents of As ia, Europe and Africa . 

¶ BRI is Chinaõs ambitious project announced in 2013. It covers about 65% of the world 
population, 60% of the world GDP and over 70 countries in six economic co rridors . 

¶ China is spending almost $1 trillion to  revive and renew the overl and and maritime trade 
links  between China, Europe, West Asia, and East Africa through construction of modern 
ports linked to high -speed road and rail corridors . 

 
The Chinese appro ach differs from that of USA : 
¶ Adhering to the principles of sea power, Wash ington continued to feed its 800 -odd military 

bases across the globe to assert its maritime dominance . 
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¶ China spotted the gaping hole in the USõs approach, and is attempting to strik e a fine 
balance between its m aritime and continental ambitions  by launchin g the BRI, which 
has the potential to boost international trade, instead of strife . 

¶ The American obsession with the sea lines of communication (SLOCs) prevented the US 
from imaginin g that the land lines of commu nication (LLOCs) could also be built to augme nt 
global supply chains. The latter is being encashed by China under its BRI . 

¶ Ancient silk routes opened windows of friendly engagement among nations and embodied 
the spirit of peac e and cooperation, openness an d inclusiveness, mutual learning and 
mutual b enefit. BRI aims to revitalize the ancient silk routes . 

¶ BRI projects are using debt diplomacy by granting huge loans to recipient countrie s 
  
Indiaõs concerns with BRI: 
¶ India argues  that the China -Pakistan Econo mic Corridor project violates its sovereignty  

because it passes through the part of the Pakistan -occupied Kashmir that belongs to India . 
¶ Debt trap : 

o BRI projects are pushing recipient countries into indebtedness, do not transfe r skills 
or technology and are  environmentally unsustainable . 

o For instance story of Sri Lanka being saddled with great amounts of debt to China 
was well known . 

¶ China is planning to extend the CPEC to Afghanistan. Meanwhile, Maldives, Nepal, 
Myanmar and Sri  Lanka are eagerly pursuing po tential BRI projects . 

¶ Through OBOR, China is countering the strategies of India in North East region and is 
promoting its greater presence in North East India, part of which China claims as its own 
territory. This may have a s ecurity impact on India . 

¶ Tense bilateral relations with China, deep mistrus ts and Indiaõs growing concerns over 
Chinese hegemonic intentions in South Asia and Indo -Pacific region make it practically 
unlikely that India will ever consider joining this proje ct . 

¶ Military deployment : 
o The f act that the Chinese have begun to deploy 30, 000 security personnel to protect 

the projects along the CPEC route makes it an active player in the politics of the 
Indian sub -continent. Clearly, this is a case of double standard s. 

Way forward : 
¶ The American s trategic culture  needs an overhaul  in times o f the fourth industrial 

revolution . 
¶ USA cannot continue to play the great game to keep land powers divided and involved in 

border conflicts . 
¶ The march towards development of trans -continental commercial corridors is not likely to 

halt because the emerging transportation technologies ñautonomo us electric trucks and 
bullet trains ñare favouring land transportation networks over shipping . 

¶ Online markets demand faster logistics that fast t rains running across continents will fulfil 
more efficiently than container  ships . 

¶ Strategists need to work har der on restoring the land ðsea equilibrium, instead of allowing 
maritime powers to stall the construction of railway lines as was done during Worl d War I 
with the Berlin ðBaghdad rail line . 

 

Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora, their structure, mandate. 

Q) Discuss the role o f WHO in promoting public health and environmental health 

across the globe.   (250 words ) 
Wikipedia  
Reference  

Directive  wor d  

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key  demand  of  the  question . 
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The question wants us to write in detail the role and functions performed by the WHO in order to 
promote public and environmental health across the world. 

Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction ς write a few introductory lines about the  WHO. E.g The WHO is a specialized 
agency of the United Nations that is concerned with international public health. It was established 
in 1948, and is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. The ²IhΩǎ Constitution states that its 
objective άƛǎ the attainment by all people of the highest possible level of ƘŜŀƭǘƘέ. 

Body - 

DIscuss the structure and functioning of WHO. E.g 

¶ As of 2016, the WHO has 194 member states: all of them Member States of the United 
Nations except for the Cook Islands and Niue. 

¶ WHO Member States appoint delegations to the World Health Assembly, ²IhΩǎ supreme 
decision-making body. 

¶ All UN Member States are eligible for WHO membership. 

¶ The Executive Board is composed of members technically qualified in health, and gives effect 
to the decisions and policies of the Health Assembly. 

¶ In addition, the UN observer organizations International Committee of the Red Cross and 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies have entered into άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎέ with WHO and are invited as observers. 

Discuss the functions of WHO. E.g 

¶ The WHO is responsible for the World Health Report, the worldwide World Health Survey, 
and World Health Day. 

¶ providing leadership on matters critical to health and engaging in partnerships where joint 
action is needed; 

¶ shaping the research agenda and stimulating the generation, translation, and dissemination 
of valuable knowledge; 

¶ setting norms and standards and promoting and monitoring their implementation; 

¶ articulating ethical and evidence-based policy options; 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introduction : 
        The World H ealth Org aniz ation (WHO) is a  specialized agency of the United Nations  that 
is conce rned wit h  international public health . It was established in 1948, and is headquartered 
in Geneva, Swi tzerland. The WHOõs Constitution states that its objective òis the att ainment b y 
al l people of the highest possible level of health ó. The WHO is responsible for the  World Health 
Report, the worldwide World Health Survey, and World Health Day . 
 
Body : 
Structure of WHO : 
¶ As of 2016, the WHO has 194 member states: all of them Member States  of the United 

Nations except for the Cook Islands and Niue . 
¶ WHO Member Sta tes appoint delegations to the  World Health Assembly,  WHOõs supreme 

decision -making and legisla tive body . 
¶ All UN Member States are eligible for WHO membership . 
¶ The Executive Board i s composed of members technically qualified in health, and gives 

effect to the decisions and policies of the Health Assembly . 
¶ In addition, the UN observer organizations I nternational Commi ttee of the Red Cross and 

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies have entered into òofficial 
relationsó with WHO and are invited as observers . 
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Role of WHO in Promoting Pub lic Health : 
Since its establishment, it h as played a leadin g role in the  eradication of smallpox . Its current 
priorities includ e 
¶ Communicable diseases, in particular HIV/AIDS, Ebola, malaria and tubercu losis . 
¶ The mitigation of the effects of non -communicab le diseases such as sexual and reproducti ve 

health, develop ment, and aging . 
¶ Nutrition, food security and healthy eating; occupa tional health . 
¶ Substance abuse . 
¶ Refugee and migrant health . 
¶ Driving the dev elopment of reporting, publications, and networking . 

 
Promoting Environmental Health : 
¶ The WHO estimates that 12. 6 million people died as a result of living or working in an 

unhealt hy environment in 2012 ð this accounts for nearly 1 in 4 of total global de aths . 
¶ Environmental risk factors, such as air, water and soil pollution, chemical exposures, 

cl imate change, and ultraviolet radiation, contribute to more than 100 dise ases and 
inju ries. This can result in a number of pollution -related diseases . 

¶ WHOõs first global conference on air pollution and health organized in collaboration with 
UN Environment,  World Meteorologi cal Organization (WMO) and the secretariat of the UN 
Framework Conve ntion on Climate Change (UNFCCC) . 

¶ The focus of Conference was on Improving air quality, combating climate change and saving 
lives . 

Conclusion : 
        The principle that all people should enjoy the highest standard of health, regardless of rac e, 
religion, political belief, economic or social condition, has guided WHOõs work for the past 70 years. 
It has achieved success in eradicating many deadly diseases across the world and is constantly 
working to battle deadly diseases like AIDS, TB etc . 
 

Q) Discuss the impact that Americaõs withdrawal from Afghanistan would have on 

India. (250 words)  

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to discuss the situation with respect to American troops in Afghanistan, 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ position on this matter and thereafter bring out whether and how the withdrawal of US 
troops from Afghanistan would affect India. 

Directive word 
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Discuss ς This is an all-encompassing directive ς you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both 
for and against arguments. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction ς Explain why this issue is in news currently. 

Body 

Discuss the 2017 policy of USA of enhancing troop presence in Afghanistan and the recent winds of 
change which indicate that the USA is looking to withdraw 

Discuss how it impacts IndiaΩǎ strategic interests 

Highlight what India needs to do ς India needs to shed its diplomatic diffidence because unlike in the 
1990s, LƴŘƛŀΩǎ options for engagement today are not restricted. It may not have the leverage of being 
a spoiler but neither does it carry uncomfortable baggage. During the last 18 years, India has earned 
goodwill cutting across !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ geographies and ethnicities. Instead of playing favourites, it 
has supported institution building and shown that its interests coincide with the idea of a stable, 
secure, independent and peaceful Afghanistan. What is needed is more active and coordinated 
diplomacy, official and non-official, so that India remains at the table as !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ preferred 
development partner through its transition. 

Conclusion ς Give your view and discuss way forward. 
  
Introduction:  

The Tru mp administration has decided to withdraw roughly 7,000 troops from Afghanistan 
after withdrawal from Syria. This decision will have major consequences for peace in Afghanistan 
and the neighbourhood.  
        
Body:  

The US policy on Afghanistan in 2017  was considered a paradigm shift. Its core objectives 
were to help the Afghan National Defence and Security Forces stabilize the security situation, gain 
the momentum against the Taliban , and prevent the Islamic State from gaining a foothold in 
Afghanistan.  

However, last year there was a decision to withdraw the troops. Such decisions have once 
again underscored Trumpõs unmatched tendency to shock his own administration for pursuing 
an is olationist and anti -interventionist foreign policy  to appease its core p oli tical base.  
 
Impacts on Indiaõs strategic interests due to Americaõs withdrawal: 
¶ Rise of Taliban:  

o India has two main interests in Afghanistan, which are,  preventing any extremist 
gro up from taking over Afghanistan,  and  maintaining economic cooperation 
wi th the Afghan government and civil society . 

o The Taliban has  refused to negotiate with the current Afghan regime , deeming it 
to be illegitimate.  

o The fears of Afghanistan returning to it s heroin -sustained war -lordism  are high 
probability.  

¶ Increased Pakistan lev erage:  
o The reason for Talibanõs resilience is the support and succour it receives from 
Rawalpindi. Pakistanõs leverage in Afghanistan is set to grow. 

o Indiaõs Afghanistan policy has a major objective  to curtail Islamabadõs influence in 
Kabul and deny Pakist anõs state and non-state agents leverage to plot against 

Indian interests . 
¶ Instable Kashmir:  

o The US withdrawing troops from Afghanistan could affect the Kashmir Valley 
as terrorist outfits may feel e mpowered.  
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¶ Geopolitics in Asian Heartland:  
o Indiaõs problems are exacerbated because American withdrawal comes at a time 

when its views on Afghanistan are at significant variance with other traditional 
regional partners like Russia and Iran . 

o China is already  making inroads into Afghanistan with her BRI project. Th e process 
will be further easier.  

o Turkey is also eying an opportunity to play its role to safeguard the interests of 
Afghanistanõs Turkmen-Turkic community  

¶ Commercial Interests:  
o Indiaõs Afghanistan policyõs another objective is to gain access to vast energ y 

markets in Central Asia , is also at stake.  
o India has presence in Afghanistan after the construction of the Chahbahar Port in 

Iran and the highway that links it to Kabul.  
o Indian in frastructure proje cts of Salma dam, Parliament building, infrastructure 

pro jects will be at stake.  
o The recently started trade initiative between Afghanistan and India will be wiped out.  

Way Forward:  
¶ The U.S.õs eventual pullout as Afghanistanõs peacekeeper is inevitable,  clo se bilateral 

consultations  should be made to help Afghani stan according to its own needs.  
¶ India has  always supported for Afghanistanõs democracy. Use of her ôsoft powerõ ð 

ranging from telecommunications to education, community developmen t programmes can 
be pushed forward.  

¶ Indiaõs best course with Afghanistan remains its  own regional strategy , not becoming a 
part of any other countryõs strategy. 

¶ Playing a larger role in regional security would enhance the status of India as regional 
powers  as well as the st ability of South, Central, and West Asia.  

¶ India must seek  to  build capacities and capabilities  of Afghan nationals and  its 

institutions for governance and delivery of public service , develop socio -economic 
infrastructure, secure lives and  promote livelihoo d. 

¶ Inactive SAARC  must now be revived to strengthen the r egional co -operation in South Asia.  
¶ Tier -II diplomacy and involving other stakeholders : India, which has been against 

holding talks with the Taliban for a long time, finally sent tw o retired diplomats, at the ônon-
official levelõ, to join them at the Moscow peace talks.  

¶ Continuing the efforts of  implementing mega infrastructure projects, pr oviding military 
equipments and training to Afghan personnel  on the sidelines.  

¶ Use of regional groupings like SCO to combat the terrorism emanating from Afghanistan.  
 
Conc lusion:  

¶ Echoing the Afghan stand, India has been asserting that the peace process must  be 

òAfghan -led, Afghan -owned and Afghan -controlled. ó 
 

Q) The Chinese ec onomic slowdown will have significant impact on the Indian 

economy. Discuss.    (250 words ) 
Economictimes  

Why  this  questio n  

China is the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ second largest economy and an important trade partner of India. In this context 
it is important to discuss the impact of Chinese slowdown on india. 

Directive  wor d  

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key  demand  of  the  question . 

The question wants us to write in detail as to how Chinese slowdown may impact Indian economy- 
in bad as well as the good way. 
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Structure  of  the  answe r  

Introduction - write a few introductory lines about the  Chinese economic slowdown. E.g /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 
economic growth cooled to its slowest in 28 years in 2018. /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ Dec exports unexpectedly fell 
4.4% from a year earlier, with demand in most of its major markets weakening. Imports also saw a 
shock drop, falling 7.6% τ the biggest decline since July 2016. 

Body - 

DIscuss in points as to how Indian economy could be affected due to Chinese slowdown. E.g 

¶ China has the biggest share in IndiŀΩǎ imports, at more than 16%. 

¶ It is also the fourth largest export market for the country, with a 4.39% share. So the impact 
on India is unlikely to be huge. 

¶ If yuan weakens, it makes imports from China cheaper; excess capacities in China could lead 
to dumping of products. This could hurt Indian companies. 

¶ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ exports of raw material to China could suffer. 

¶ On the positive side, India could become a destination for Chinese companies; it would make 
economic sense for Chinese companies to shift manufacturing of products they sell in India. 

¶ India could  also gain from Chinese help in infrastructure. 

Conclusion ς based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
  
Introduction : 
        Growth in the  worldõs second-biggest eco nomy  ôChinaõ cooled last year t o its lowest level 
in almost three decades , according to government data. The growth of gross domestic product 
(GDP) in China has slowed to  6.6% in 2018 . Chinaõs Dec 2018 exports  unexpectedly fell  4.4% 
from a year earlier , wi th demand in most of its major markets weakening.  Imports  also saw a 
shock drop,  falling 7.6%  ñ the biggest decline since July 2016 . 
  
Body : 

 
        Softening demand in China is being felt around the world, with  slowing sales of goods  from 
iPhones to aut omobiles, prompting warnings from the likes of Apple and Jaguar Land Rover.  The 
Chinese slowdown has significant impacts on Indian economy too . 
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Negatives : 
  
¶ Reduced Exports from India : 
¶ Chinese industry is closely integrated into intern ational supply chai ns. Half of all the 
worldõs steel, copper, coal and cement goes to China. So if it isnõt buying, prices are likely 
to fall. India is a chief supplier of raw materials . 

  
¶ Vulnerabilities due to integrated economy : 
¶ The scale of integration of global economie s in so high, that an issue in one can have 

repercussions across global eco nomies. A case in point is the devaluation of Yuan in China 
(2016) led to stock -market crashes across global economies . 

  
¶ Falling commodit y prices : 
¶ The effect of Chinaõs slowing economy on commodity prices, finding that a 1% reduction in 
Chinaõs growth lowers the price of coal, metals and oil and gas. This decline in prices has 
become  an indirect risk for India as falling commodity prices pos e a risk to significant 
investments made by  firms in metals, mining and oil exploration sectors . 

  
¶ Unfair trade practi ces : 
¶ If Yuan weakens, it makes imports from China cheaper; excess capacities in China could 

lead to dumping of products. This could hurt I ndian companies. Indiaõs exports of raw 
mat erial to China could suffe r 

  
Positives : 
  
¶ Minimal impact : 
¶ China accounts f or approximately  one -tenth of Indiaõs merchandise trade. It has 

the  biggest share in Indiaõs imports, at more than  16%.  It is also the fou rth largest export 
market for the country, with a 4.39% share . 

  
¶ Manufacturing hub : 
¶ Increasing labour costs, ageing wo rkforce  in China gives an opportunity to India further 

deepen its position into global supply chains . 
¶ Chinaõs changing priorities may see India emerge as an alternative export hub f or some 

products, aided by lower labour costs and its eagerness to become a  hub for exports of 
goods. 

¶ India could gain from Chinese help in infrastructure . 
  
¶ Services unaffected : 
¶ Unlike merchandise trade, Chinese presence in Indiaõs $235 billion worth services trade is 

minimal . 
  
Conclusion : 

India is fortunate in that it is less vulnerable to economic shocks emanating from China, 
but it is not entirely ring -fenced either. India sho uld cushion itself to reduce the negative impact 
of a Chinese slowdown. At th e same time, it should also explore the positive side of a Chinese 
slowdown . 
 

Q) Highlight the issues in dispute res olution process of WTO  ?  (250 words)  

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to discuss the dispute resolution process of WTO and thereafter examine 
the issues and discuss way forward. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction ς Highlight that many analysts have said that Buenos Aires summit has highlighted the 
existential crisis faced by WTO especially during a time when emerging economies have adopted 
assertive and developed economies have adopted protectionist attitude. 
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Body 

Explain about the structure of dispute resolution at wto and issues caused by USA. 

¶ The nature of the trade disputes is now increasingly getting hypertechnical. Despite this, the 
WTO currently faces a trade dispute settlement crisis. The U.S. has systematically blocked 
the appointment of new Appellate Body members (judges). This has impeded the work of 
the WTO appeal mechanism. 

¶ The WTO dispute settlement mechanism is not a world trade court. The process remains 
political and diplomatic. In trade wars, the objective is not to settle a dispute; it is to win the 
battle. 

¶ WTO members are thus concerned over the politicisation of the Appellate Body appointment 
and reappointment process. 

¶ there is concern over the possibility of China finding its way to have a permanent seat. 

Discuss chinŀΩǎ prospect 

¶ Despite limitations ensured by US and EU, China has largely benefited from the rules-based 
WTO system. It might well be the new WTO leader in the coming future. /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ growing 
assertiveness, in fact, may be the reason for the ¦Φ{ΦΩǎ hard measures. Its emerging power 
and the impact of its commercial domination on other economies are evident. 

¶ Highlight the way forward 

¶ Emerging economies and developing countries should have their fair say 

¶ Multilateralism in such institutions must be encouraged 

  

Conclusion ς give your view and discuss way forward. 
  
Introduction:  
        Resolving trade disputes  has been one of the core functions of the WTO. When countries 
cannot resolve matters with their trading partners, they show up at the door of the WTO. 
The Appellate Body(AB) , one of the highest adjudicating bodies of the internat ional trade world, 
hears d isputes brought by WTO members. After more than two decades, this mechanism is now 
under duress.  
  
Body:  
  
Track -record of Appellate body:  
¶ More than 500 di sputes have been filed at the WTO by countries since 1995.  
¶ The AB has adjud icated on complex and diverse issues including on environmental 

protection, renewable energy subsidies, tax evasion, money laundering, patent protection, 
animal welf are and food saf ety, among many others.  

¶ The dispute settlement system has increasingly beco me the raison dõ°tre of the WTO itself, 
experts say.  

 
Context of the issue:  

WTO is facing existential crisis during a time when developed economies have adopted 
prote ctionist attitud e. The U.S. has systematically blocked the appointment of new Appellate Bod y 
members (òjudgesó) and de facto impeded the work of the WTO appeal mechanism. With only four 
working members out of seven normally serving office in July 2018, the  institution is under great 
stress. If no appointment is made, it will simply be destroyed by December 2019, with only one 
remaining member to tackle a massive number of disputes that are also  increasingly hyper 
technical.  
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Issues faced by the WTO:  
¶ Politici sation of the Ap pellate Body appointment and reappointment process:  
¶ The quasi -attribution o f permanent Appellate Body seats to the U.S. and the European 

Union (EU).  
¶ There is a trade war between US and China despite both being a member of WTO. This 

negates the  core non -dis criminatory principle  of WTO.  
¶ US and China have imposed  counter -productive duties , accusing each other of harming 

their domestic interests. WTO has not been able to prevent the trade wars despite best 
efforts and has been labelled as a talk  shop.  

¶ There is concern that China may be on its way to having a permanent seat.  
¶ The òOverreachingó or judicial activism of United States: 
¶ USA has systematically blocked the filling of vacancies for ôjudgesõ to the seven-member AB, 

it has acutely affected the functioning of the body, even as disputes continue to pile up.  
¶ The US is linking the br oader reform of the dispute settlement process with the filling of 

vacancies for the members to the AB. This impacts the dispute settlement mechanism as a 
whole.  

¶ The US here tried t o separate trade from development and objected to mention centrality 
for development at the preparation of the declaration.  

¶ The US stand will  adversely affect  the  development interest of the developing world.  
¶ At the  Buenos Aires , the develo ped countries le d by the US and the European Union 

formed  groups on e -commerce, investment facilitation and MSMEs  within the WTO with 
more than 70 members in each group.  

¶ The WTO dispute settlement mechanism  is not a world trade court. The process remains 
political and dip lomatic. In trade wars, the objective is not to settle a dispute; it is to win 
the battle.  

¶ The very existence of an appeal mechanism is now paradoxically questioned at a time the 
global community criticises the absence of the same mechanism  in Investor -Sta te Dispute 
Settlement.  

  
Chinaõs prospects: 
¶ Beijing  might well be the  new WTO leader  and Chinaõs growing assertiveness may be the 
reason for the U.S.õs hard posturing. 

¶ China is trying to establish herself by its assertiveness in rule -based WTO system.  
¶ In l ess than a decade since its first dispute, China has accumulated a vast experience close 

to that of the U.S. or Europe.  
¶ This strategic and selective normative acculturation has been an empowering one ñ so 

much so that Beijing, together with  a few other s, t he EU, and to some extent India, is now 
the main supporter of multilateralism.  

¶ China, EU, and to some extent India, and a few others, is now the main supporter of 
multilateralism.  

¶ The recent  EU-China proposal  to promote the reform of the WT O is said to  
combat  òunilateralism and protectionismó but might well fail to address unfair trade 
issues raised against China itself.  

  
Way Forward:  
¶ WTO needs to strengthen the dispute settlement mechanism as there are issues in 

appointment of judges in ne w appellate body . 
¶ WTO needs to enhance discussion mechanism by introducing wider consultations. It has 

been a long -standing complaint by the smaller participants that the consultations or 
decision making is limited to the green room of DG of WTO.  

¶ There is a need of fr ee trade is required more by developing countries like India than 
developed countries.  

¶ There is need for the structural reform in the WTO functioning as multilateral trading 
system. Despite WTO being a democratic organization, there is a need t o make it mo re 
effective in protecting the interests of small nations against stronger countries. The process 
of retaliation is ineffective and too impractical for smaller players.  

¶ So, developing countries must work collaboratively to strengthen WTO to col laborate 
effecti vely and learn from the past experiences when India and China led the developing 
countries in environmental forums, garnering funds in the form of GCF.  
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Conclusion:  

The world has changed and multilateral institutions now have to embed thes e changes. 
This WTO crisis might well be the final battle to retain control over a Western -centric organisation. 
The time has come for the emerging economies and the developing world to have a greater say in 
how to shape multilateralism and its institution s. 
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