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General Studies-2; Topic-Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 
involving India and/or affecting India’s interests  

Role of BIMSTEC 

1) Introduction 

 The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is a 
regional grouping of seven countries i.e. Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and 
Thailand that lie in the littoral and adjacent regions of the Bay of Bengal. 

 This sub-regional organisation came into being on June 6, 1997, through the Bangkok Declaration. 

 The first summit was held in 2004 and the secretariat established in Dhaka in 2014. 

 Technological and economic cooperation among South Asian and Southeast Asian countries along 
the coast of the Bay of Bengal is the main objective of BIMSTEC. 

2) Renewed Push 

 Following the fourth meeting of BIMSTEC in Kathmandu in August 2018, there is a renewed push to 
conclude a series of proposals to further cooperation and connectivity. 

 The top among them are a master plan on connectivity and the motor vehicle agreement. 

 The motor vehicle agreement which aims to streamline vehicle movement across the region is also 
in an advanced stage of finalisation. 

 Other proposals like a parliamentarian’s forum, cooperation on cyber and space cooperation and 
maritime security are under discussion. 

3) Cyber Security Cooperation 

 Recently, the member countries got together in New Delhi to hold the first conference on cyber 
security cooperation from 05 to 07 December 2018. 

 The region is witnessing an exponential growth in internet usage and mobile telephony. 

 It is therefore crucial that BIMSTEC takes an active part in various internet governance forums, 
promulgates best practices and cyber norms. 

 Its poor literacy rates make the population susceptible to cyber-crime, data thefts, identity frauds 
and propagation of rumours and fake news. 

 The overall cyber security posture of the region is poor and much needs to be done towards 
building a safer cyber environment. 

 In order to fully exploit the digital dividend, it is imperative that the member countries collaborate 
and cooperate to ensure rapid cyber capacity and capability building. 

 Intelligence and law enforcement agencies of the BIMSTEC region need to cooperate with each 
other for intelligence sharing, combating crime and maintaining a highly resilient and safe cyber 
environment. 

4) SAARC VS BIMSTEC 

 The recently held BIMSTEC Summit in Kathmandu has ignited a debate as to whether BIMSTEC will 
soon replace SAARC. 

 While remaining committed to regional development through SAARC, India is also promoting the 
inter-regional cooperation through platforms such as BIMSTEC. 

 In recent years there has been a spurt in its activities in the backdrop of SAARC becoming more or 
less dysfunctional. 
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 SAARC has failed to attain its objectives and numerous agreements have not been 
adequately implemented. 

 In the many failures of SAARC, lack of trust among the member countries has been the most 
significant factor between India and Pakistan. 

 India deliberately chose BIMSTEC over SAARC for outreach meetings with BRICS at the BRICS Goa 
Summit in November 2016. 

5) Why is BIMSTEC important for India 

 BIMSTEC is the natural platform for India to implement its regional connectivity, Neighbourhood 
First and Act East policies. 

 BIMSTEC is important for free trade agreement, poverty alleviation, tourism, energy and climate 
change, and even counter-terrorism and disaster management. 

 BIMSTEC could allow India to push a constructive agenda to counter Chinese investments, and 
follow best practices for connectivity projects based on recognised international norms. 

 Myanmar and Thailand, have a crucial place for India’s ambitious connectivity plans for north-
eastern region. 

 Myanmar is only Southeast Asian country India has a land boundary with. 

 India-Myanmar-Thailand highway is one of the key projects that figures in a big way in the 
government’s Act East policy. 

6) Way Forward 

 The members need to work collectively towards making BIMSTEC a stronger, more effective and 
result-oriented organisation for achieving a peaceful, prosperous and sustainable Bay of Bengal 
Region. 

 Leverage BIMSTEC as a bridge linking South and Southeast Asia. 

 BIMSTEC secretariat must be significantly empowered with more human and financial resources. 

 BIMSTEC will have to prioritize economic connectivity, which is the prerequisite for regional 
integration. 

 Need for upgrading cooperation in disaster management, terrorism, maritime security and 
transnational crime. 

 BIMSTEC weather and climate centre at Noida should be converted into a development centre on 
disaster management. 

 India can provide training to member states at its disaster management training centre in Nagpur. 

 India will need to take on an informal BIMSTEC leadership role and let its commitments lead by 
example. 

 Now is the time not just to deliberate, but also to deliver. Now is the time to translate promises 
into performance. 
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