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content that both meets demand of the question and at the same time gives you extra 

points in the form of background information. 
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General Studies Paper - I 
 

TOPIC: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from 

ancient to modern times ; 

Q) Sufis and medieval saints failed to modify either religious ideas and practices or the outward 

structure of Hindu/Muslim societies to any appreciable extent. Comment. (250 words) 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to discuss the impact of Sufi and medieval saints on the society and highlight 
the reasons why they were not able to make an appreciable change. 

Directive word 

Comment – When you are asked to comment, you have to pick main points and give your ‘opinion’ 
on them based on evidences or arguments stemming from your wide reading. Your opinion may be 
for or against, but you must back your argument with evidences. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – The Sufi and Medieval saints represent an important aspect of the medieval times in 
India. This generation of saints emerged as a reaction to the growing orthodoxy and superstition in 
the Hindu religion, and decried the degrading situation of the social order 

Body 

Highlight that analysis of the impact of these saints reveal that they failed to mark a significant 
change in the social order. Discuss the reasons behind it 

The Sufi and other saints generally propagated their ideas by singing and preaching to the local 
populace. While their message was received by a good number of audience, the memory of the same 
could not last long due to the nomadic nature of these saints. 

no institutional structure formed by these groups. Thus, the message propagated failed to mark a 
long-term change. Also, without any organised structure of followers, the lineage of the saints could 
not continue. 

The sufi and bhakti saints failed to offer a proper alternative to the social customs that they attacked. 
Thus, the absence of an alternative to the social customs left the status of the traditions unaffected. 

Most of the followers of the sufi and bhakti movement came from the lower strata of the society. It 
was much difficult for such sections to break the shackles of the religious and social customs and 
form a new cult of their own. 

Conclusion – Give your view on the advancement made by these saints. 
Background:- 

• There are some traditions like Sufism and Bhakti movement within the major religions that are focused more 
on the unity of humanity as a whole, overcoming sectarian divides. 

• Sufi and medieval mystic saints evolved as a reaction to orthodox, ceremonial, superstitious and tyrannical 
practices prevalent in the society. These attained fame due to the messages of divine peace, harmony, love, 
humanity and attainability of God. 

Impact:- 
• They have strong elements of mysticism, giving no importance to rituals, aimed at an understanding of the 

divine by transcending anthropomorphic understandings. 
• Bhakti and sufi traditions gave respectability to many low castes, posing a challenge to the upper caste 

hegemony; this tradition had an inclusive approach towards Muslims as well. 
• The Bhakti and sufi traditions opposed the rituals, hegemony of the elite of society. They adopted the 

languages more popular with the masses. Also, they talked of one God. 
• The importance of the Bhakti and Sufi saints lies in the new atmosphere created by them, which continued to 

affect the social, religious and political life of India even in later centuries. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The Sufi Saints  introduced radical ideas and notions to Indian Society but  their long-lasting impact on 
the  entrenched practices of both Islam and Hinduism was limited:- 

• Nowhere in the subcontinent did Sufism play a dominant role in the formation of modern state 
structure.The fact that hundreds and thousands of people visit shrines is not necessarily a reflection of 
Sufism’s political power. Sufism currently lacks the narrative which socio-economic modernity demands. 

• Their capacity to generate tolerance has serious limits:- 
o Increasing socio-political and socio-economic modernity has little space for Sufism 
o The lack of capacity of Sufi institutions to produce a counter narrative. 

• Inspite of their persistent teachings and preaches, it failed to modify any considerable religious ideas and 
practices as evident from the continued idol worship, human and animal sacrifices, untouchabilities, sati 
practices, polygamy, female foeticide, child marriages and so on. 

• The religions were still dominated by obscurantist and superstitious priests interpreting the religion for their 
own advantages. 

• The mystical ideas of Sufism were constantly in conflict with the orthodox elements of Islam 
• Though, Sufism did chip away at the orthodoxy, it did not completely abolish orthodox practices or discourage 

all its adherents.  
• Sufis and medieval mystic saints did not have a defined vision to bring religious change across the sub-

continent. Their movements were localised in nature and lacked any considerable institutional set-up, there 
by failed to make up prolonged changes. 

• Moreover, they undoubtedly delineated social evils, but failed to provide an alternative solution for the same.  
• Gradually these movements turned out as lineage based movement, thereby increased factionism, 

competition, etc. 
• Though Sufism did bring about social and cultural changes, it failed to evoke any appreciable changes in the 

age-old traditions and practices of Hinduism or Islam. 
 

TOPIC: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

Q) Although Germany had very disadvantages it became the most industrialised state by the 

end of 19th century. Examine. (250 words) 

Reference 

Directive word 

Examine- here we have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, and find out the causes or 
implications if any.   

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to delve deeper into the Germany of the 19th century, describe the challenges 
it faced and bring out the reasons as to how it was able to overcome those challenges and become 
the most industrialised state by the end of 19th century. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few introductory lines about the  19th century Germany. E.g Germany had the 
natural resources required to start an industrial revolution. Large coal reserves located in the areas 
of Saar, Ruhr, Upper Silesia, and Saxony. Iron deposited sited in the areas of Erzgebirge, Harz 
Mountains, and Upper Silesia. 

Body- 

Discuss the disadvantages suffered by Germany at that time, which hampered Industrialisation. E.g 
Germany had challenges after the Napoleonic War ended in 1815. Only the major ports of Bremen 
and Hamburg had clear and secure access to the North Sea. But even so, it did not had any clear 
access to the vibrant trade routes in the Atlantic; many medievalist economic institution remained 
in place, hampering the growth of agriculture and industries. Feudalism returned and continued; 
Moreover, guild controlled much of the industries and because with their licensure policies, the 
establishing of factories became difficult and limited; Germany before 1871 was made of numerous 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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German States with Prussia being biggest. And so trade was difficult and circulation of raw materials 
to factories was also hard etc. 

Discuss how despite those disadvantages, Germany became the leading industrial power by the end 
of 19th century. E.g Among the German states, Prussia emerged as the most economically powerful 
country in 1815. Prussia controlled major manufacturing towns, coalfields, and trade routes. The 
Prussian government showed great enthusiasm towards economic progress, which became vital to 
its status as a great power. In 1818, Prussia moved immediately to counter the problems arising 
from the post-Napoleonic era; The Zollverein grew from the Prussian Tariff of 1818 to a full pledge 
customs union that became a catalyst for German unification. The Tariff of 1818 became the basis 
of Prussia and signed commercial treaties with neighboring German states in order to form of 
customs union etc. 

Conclusion– based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
Background:- 
▪ Germany emerged as the most industrialized country by the end of the 19th century. Germany surpassed the 

home of the industrial revolution i.e.., Great Britain.  
Disadvantages Germany faced :- 
▪ Germany had challenges after the Napoleonic War ended in 1815. Only the major ports of Bremen and Hamburg 

had clear and secure access to the North Sea, but even so, it lacked access to the buzzing trade routes in the 
Atlantic.  

▪ Many medievalist economic institution also remained in place hampering the growth of agriculture and 
industries. Feudalism returned and continued with the serfdom of many and their obligation to provide a share 
of their harvest and labor to their landlords. 

▪ Guilds control:- 
▪ Moreover, guilds controlled much of the industries and because with their licensure policies, establishing 

factories proved to be difficult and limited. 
▪ Trade competition:- 

▪ In trade perspective, local German textile industry faced competition when the allies lifted the Continental 
System that blocked the entry of cheap British textile. 

▪ Economic:- 
▪ A depression followed in 1817 exacerbated a drop in agricultural production driving food prices up. 

▪ The most significant challenge towards Germany’s industrial revolution was its political set up:- 
▪ Germany before 1871 was made of numerous German States with Prussia being biggest. As a result of 

fragmentation, trade was difficult and transporting of raw materials to factories was also challenging.  
How did Germany become one of the industrialised counties by the end of 19 th century :- 
▪ Natural resources:- 

▪ Germany had the natural resources required to start an industrial revolution. Large coal reserves located in 
the areas of Saar, Ruhr, Upper Silesia, and Saxony. Iron deposits sited in the areas of Erzgebirge, Harz 
Mountains, and Upper Silesia. 

▪ With the unification of Germany that she truly became an industrial powerhouse:- 
▪ Heavy industry grew and developed after the German Unification. Steel production rose. Weapons 

manufacturing and ship building followed the steel boom.  
▪ Role of Prussia:- 

▪ Prussia emerged as the most economically powerful country in 1815. It controlled major manufacturing 
towns, coalfields, and trade routes. 

▪ The Prussian government showed great enthusiasm towards economic progress, which became vital to its 
status as a great power.  

▪ It imposed a new tariff system. Many hailed the Prussian Tariff of 1818 as a progressive policy and a great 
incentive for industrial growth. 

▪ Other German states became active as well. Many of the German States supported industries and promoted a 
self-reliant economy. They provided incentives and subsidies. 

▪ The Zollverein, however, proved to be the greatest factor for the economic development of many German 
States:- 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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▪ By 1834, Prussia formally created the Zollverein. It provided new opportunities for industries by opening a 
wider market and new sources of raw materials. Without the Zollverein an industrialized and unified 
Germany would not had been possible. 

▪ Financial institutions and cartels furthered industrial growth:- 
▪ Banks provided capital and investments to new companies. They also helped new companies to sell shares 

to earn capital. 
▪ Cartels on the other hand provided protection and stability. 

▪ Industrial development:- 
▪ Growth of the textile industry led to the rise of textile centers like Aache (famous for its thread), Krefeld 

(famous for its silk), Saxony, and also Silesia. 
▪ The iron industry also followed .the introduction of the puddling method of making iron by Friedrich Harkort 

and Dietrich Piepenstock resulted also in the increase in iron production.  
▪ Foreign investment accelerated development of the Ruhr Area 
▪ Steam engines contributed to the industrial development of Germany. Steam engine powered textile mills. 

It also pumped out water in iron mines making the extraction of the ore easier. It allowed riverine tug boats 
to carry more load and transport goods faster.  

▪ Railroad served Germany well in its Industrial Revolution and also in its Unification.  
▪ Factors that led to Germany’s boom in the Second Industrial Revolution included its education and government 

support.  
▪ Germany imposed new high tariffs against imports and protected local industries and allowed them to 

flourish. It also stated government subsidies towards businesses. 
▪ For decades Prussia and many German States invested in education. Technical schools produced great minds 

and inventors. 
▪ Eventually, by the time of the Second Industrial Revolution, Germany had a huge supply of talented and 

skilled population. 
 

Q) Gandhi’s political strategy achieved much more success in comparison to his attempts at 

constructive work. Critically examine. (250 words) 

Indian express 

Why this question 

The article discusses the achievements of Gandhi in doing political as well as constructive work and 
discusses the impact of these work. This article provides an important commentary on the 
contribution of Gandhi to freedom struggle and uplifting Indian society, and hence this question. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to explain the impact of the political work and the constructive work done 
by Gandhi and analyze whether the impact of his political work was much more than his constructive 
work. Finally, we need to provide a fair and balanced conclusion about the impact of Gandhi. 

Directive word 

Critically examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get 
into details, and find out the causes or implications if any. When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to 
a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain that Throughout his public life in India (1915-48), Gandhi devoted his energies 
to both the political campaign for India’s freedom as well as a range of socio-economic interventions 
that were clubbed under the rubric of constructive work. Such activities included communal 
harmony, the removal of untouchability, sanitation, khadi, village industries and basic education or 
Nai Talim 

Body 

Explain the nature of constructive and political work done by Gandhi. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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• Subsequent to the Poona Pact, in 1933-34, Gandhi undertook a countrywide campaign 
against untouchability. His experiences and thinking in that period deeply informed the 
shape of constructive work in the 1930s. 

• Gandhi’s conception of poorna swaraj or complete independence went beyond the removal 
of colonialism. He argued that it encompassed political, social and economic freedoms, 
indeed “freedom in every sense of the term”. 

• in order to devote himself to addressing the economic needs of rural India, Gandhi resigned 
from the Congress in 1934, founded the All-India Village Industries Association (AIVIA) and 
eventually moved to Sevagram. Crucially, Gandhi mandated that the AIVIA be run 
“unaffected by and independent of the political activities of the Congress”. Moreover, its 
workers had to sign a pledge refraining from any form of political activity. These measures 
were designed to carve out an autonomous sphere for constructive work etc 

Discuss the impact of Gandhi’s political and constructive work. Gandhian constructive workers 
helped “people in their everyday needs”, thereby gaining “the sympathy of the masses”. However 
also highlight that the constructive work was attempted not just to gain sympathy for the freedom 
struggle but also to establish a Ram Rajya or Gandhi’s version of a perfect society. 

Conclusion – Mention that While Gandhi met with lesser success in his constructive work compared 
with his political campaigns, he saw them as an indivisible whole. 

Background:- 
• Gandhi devoted his energies to both the political campaign for India’s freedom as well as a range of socio-

economic interventions that were clubbed under the rubric of constructive work. Such activities included 
communal harmony, the removal of untouchability, sanitation, khadi, village industries and basic education  

Gandhi political strategy :- 
• The main pillars of Gandhi’s political philosophy were non-violence, tolerance of others, respect for all 

religions and a simple life. 
• There is more to Gandhi which makes him a political thinker and a relevant social reformer. Gandhi was a 

dialogical thinker who was open to other horizons of thinking. 
• He encouraged inter-religious and inter-cultural dialogue, so that individuals could see their faith and culture 

in a comparative and critical reflection of the other. 
• Gandhi believed that decentralised politics and an egalitarian economy function better at the level of micro-

communities, where citizens can operate in relations of reciprocity and mutuality. 
• In Gandhi’s political thinking, the experience of freedom derives not only from constitutional rights but mainly 

from the diverse modes of participation of the individual in a common humanity. 
• Indian democracy survived and became stronger over the years only because India had Mahatma Gandhi 

and his message that the answer to violence does not lie in violence; that hatred should not be countered by 
hatred is applicable to India due to the harmony among different communities. 

• Mahatma Gandhi and his values have become more relevant for today’s society which is under turmoil and 
suffering from social evils, corruption, terrorism and violence. 

• Gandhian technique of mobilising people has been successfully employed by many oppressed societies 
around the world under the leadership of people like Martin Luther King in the United States, Nelson Mandela 
in South Africa, and now Aung Saan Sun Kyi in Myanmar, which is an eloquent testimony to the continuing 
relevance of Mahatma Gandhi. 

Gandhi attempts at constructive work :- 
• Untouchability :- 

o Subsequent to the Poona Pact, in 1933-34, Gandhi undertook a countrywide campaign against 
untouchability. 

o His experiences and thinking in that period deeply informed the shape of constructive work in the 
1930s. 

• Gandhi’s conception of poorna swaraj or complete independence went beyond the removal of colonialism. 
He argued that it encompassed political, social and economic freedoms, indeed freedom in every sense of the 
term. 

• In1941, with the political crisis on the boil, Gandhi penned a pamphlet on how to achieve complete 
independence through truthful and non-violent means. That pamphlet was not a political tract, but was titled 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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‘Constructive Programme. Gandhi become increasingly convinced of the efficacy and urgency of constructive 
work. 

• He believed constructive work can be thought of as a different mode of politics. 
• The questions that Gandhi sought to address through constructive work are very much alive today. While the 

country has witness high growth rates in recent decades, both urban and rural India are plagued by the 
problems of social and economic inequality and injustice as well as the challenges posed by a multitude of 
environmental crises. 

• Much like his approach to non-violent politics, Gandhi’s thinking on constructive work also offers useful 
contemporary lessons to those willing to listen and heed. 

• However the constructive work was attempted not just to gain sympathy for the freedom struggle but also to 
establish a Ram Rajya or Gandhi’s version of a perfect society. 

 

Q) The charkha was Gandhi’s attempt to crystallise the very deep paradox of an Indian economy 

and culture in the hands of Western imperialism. Comment. (250 words) 

The hindu 

Why this question 

The article talks about how British used the textile industry as a tool of economic imperialism and 
made full use of it, at India’s cost. The article then talks about how Gandhi recognised that 
domination of British in textile industry in India was not only economic exploitation but domination 
over the spirit of Indians and thus he emphasized on Swadeshi and the power of charkha. The 
question expects us to discuss these issues and comment on them. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to bring out how British dominated textile trade in India and used it to 
prosper at the cost of India’s resources and in the process negatively affected the life of many Indian 
skilled craftsmen. Thereafter, it expects us to bring out how Gandhi through the symbolism of 
charkha and the message of Swadeshi fought against this domination and the impact it had. 

Directive word 

Comment – When you are asked to comment, you have to pick main points and give your ‘opinion’ 
on them based on evidences or arguments stemming from your wide reading. Your opinion may be 
for or against, but you must back your argument with evidences. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – explain that the theory of economic drain has been put forward by several historians 
and explain that charkha symbolised the power of Swadeshi – the most valiant resistance against 
the capture of domestic textile industry. 

Body 

Explain how the British systematically dismantled the cotton mill industry of India and reduced 
Indian trade in this segment, destroyed economic opportunities for Indians and reduced India to a 
position of exporter of raw material. 

Highlight the impact it had on poverty and economic underdevelopment of India. 

Explain that Gandhi understood the ghostliness of an industry that had mummified weavers into 
power looms. And one of the first strikes he led was at a cotton mill in Ahmedabad in 1918. Discuss 
the steps he took and analyze its impact. Highlight the opposition to his policies. by the 1930s, the 
Mahatma, passionate about exorcising the ghosts of previous centuries, wanted to boycott not only 
British-manufactured cotton, but also cotton produced in Indian mills. Even though two of his most 
notable companions, Ghanshyam Das Birla, a cotton magnate, and Jawaharlal Nehru, opposed this 
theatrical idea of swaraj. 

Conclusion – Comment on the power of charkha and the impact it had on the freedom struggle. 
 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Background :- 
• Indian textile industry has been considered one of the finest textile industries of the world from ancient times. 

It is believed that India became the “golden sparrow” in the past because of this textile industry.  
Charkha :- 

• The charkha, or spinning wheel, was the physical embodiment and symbol of Gandhi’s constructive program. 
It represents Swadeshi, self-sufficiency, and at the same time interdependence, because the wheel is at the 
center of a network of cotton growers, carders, weavers, distributors, and users. .  

• It also embodied the dignity of labor, equality, unity, as all volunteers were to spin each day, and finally 
independence, as British control of India was rooted in control of indigenous industries such as textiles. 

Impact on textile industry in the hands of western imperialism:- 
• Demand for Indian fabrics increased in British and this posed a threat to the traditional woolen industry. Due 

to this, an Act was passed in 1700 against the import of any of such fabric from India, Persia and China 
• Imposition of taxes, banning of Indian textiles in other markets and physically abuse of Indian weavers by 

British caused the death of Indian small scale textile industries. As Indian industries declined, British started 
selling their textiles in Indian markets too.  

• British destroyed economic opportunities for Indians and reduced India to a position of exporter of raw 
material. The import of finished goods from England also increased with the simultaneous export of raw 
materials from India. India was paying for it’s own conquest by British by handing to Britishers the requisite 
resources. 

• In India the ruin of the millions of artisans and craftsmen was not accompanied by any alternative growth of 
new industrial forms. This lead to a massive loss of jobs. 

Impact of Gandhi’s Charkha:- 
• Gandhi understood the ghostliness of an industry that had mummified weavers into power looms. And one of 

the first strikes he led was at a cotton mill in Ahmedabad in 1918. 
• The real colonisation was not just British economic exploitation, but the transition of India from a self-

sustained economy to an industrialised nation, which would preserve and perpetuate the class divide. 
• Charkha symbolised self-reliance, perseverance and determination. 
• His policy flourished indigenously manufactured goods and focused on ‘swadeshi’ as tool to lead the national 

movement. It facilitated employment among poor at the bottom of pyramid. It led to self-sufficient village 
economy promoting trusteeship model. 

 

Topic– The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions from 

different parts of the country.Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. 

Q) Several women leaders contributed immensely in shaping the constitution of India by 

participating in the debates of the Constituent Assembly of India. Discuss prominent 

contribution by women leaders in making constitution of India. (250 words) 

Reference 
Livemint 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to explain the contribution made by women members of constituent 
assembly and how it made the constitution more representative. 

Directive word 

Discuss – Your discussion should bring out the key demand of the question. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Mention that Among the 299 members of the assembly, 15 were women who had 
either been voted or chosen to represent their provinces, who left their mark on the making of the 
republic. The assembly was a platform from which they could assert their equality and craft a 
politically balanced republic. 

Body – discuss their contributions. 

Annie Mascarene emphasised that centralisation was important, but should be introduced at later 
stages of democracy and not the initial stages, where it would seem like autocracy. 
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supported India’s membership to the Commonwealth, which many members were opposed to. 

Enriched the debates related to reservation and separate electorates 

gave voice to need for humane treatement of those detained or arrested etc 

Conclusion – Highlight the overall sense of the contribution that women members made in drafting 
the constitution. 

Background:- 
▪ Among the 299 members of the assembly, 15 were women who had either been voted or chosen to represent 

their provinces, who left their mark on the making of the republic. 
▪ The assembly was a platform from which they could assert their equality and craft a politically balanced republic 

Women leaders contribution to constitution in India:- 
▪ In the assembly, they raised their voice for minority rights, against reservation, and for an independent judiciary. 
▪ Women whose speeches can still be found in archives are Durgabai Deshmukh, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Begum 

Aizaz Rasul, Renuka Ray and Purnima Banerji, as well as well-known names like Sarojini Naidu and Vijayalakshmi 
Pandit. 

▪ Dakshayani Velayudhan 
▪ She was the first and only Dalit woman to be elected to the constituent assembly in 1946. She served as a 

member of the assembly, and as a part of the provisional parliament from 1946-52.  
▪ Mehta:- 

▪ Mehta’s most significant contribution to the constituent assembly debates was in trying to make the UCC a 
justiciable part of the constitution. 

▪ As part of the fundamental rights sub-committee, she, along with Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Ambedkar and 
Manoo Masani, saw the UCC as part of the state’s responsibility to establish a single Indian identity over 
multiple religious identities. 

▪ Annie mascarene:- 
▪ She emphasised that centralisation was important, but should be introduced at later stages of democracy 

and not the initial stages, where it would seem like autocracy.  
▪ BEGUM AIZAZ RASUL 

▪ The only Muslim woman in the constituent assembly, she was the from United Provinces, her speeches 
showed that she was not only well versed with law, but also had knowledge of constitutions of other 
countries. She pointed out and moved several amendments for important issues: like the need for ministers 
to hold office for a good period to get enough time to do work of real impact. Hence, she was in favour of 
the Swiss method and a single non-transferable vote. 

▪ She supported India’s membership to the Commonwealth, which many members were opposed to. 
▪ DURGABAI DESHMUKH 

▪ Both a student as well as a practioner of law at the time of assembly debates, it is not surprising that 
Durgabai suggestions included the method of appointing judges in provincial high courts, need for 
independence of judiciary, process of appointing the governer, establishment of new high courts in new 
states. 

▪ She also suggested an amendment to ensure that “Every judge shall be a citizen of the union of india”, and 
another one to lower the age from 35 to 30 for holding a seat in the council of states. 

▪ RENUKA RAY 
▪ Like the previous women in the assembly, she too opposed to reservation of seats for women.  
▪ Although equality had already been mention in fundamental rights, she also supported another member’s 

contention that it was is necessary to have an explicit provision that social laws of marriage and inheritance 
of the different communities shall not also have any disabilities attached to them on grounds of caste or sex. 

▪ Vijayalakshmi pandit:- 
▪ She had the honour to move the first resolution after the inauguration of Provincial Autonomy in United 

Provinces to demand a Constituent Assembly and to draw up a Constitution for an independent India. 
 

Q) Explain how the Justice Party in Madras became the stepping stone for political 

empowerment of non-Brahmins ? (250 words) 

The hindu 
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Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to first highlight the lack of political empowerment of non Brahmins and 
thereafter, examine the role of Justice party in political empowerment of non Brahmins in Madras. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Mention that even as India was fighting British, there was another India fighting for 
liberation from perhaps an equally vicious hegemony within in South India. 

Body 

Highlight the poor literacy, political representation etc of the non Brahmins in Madras presidency. 
fighting the humiliation of not being allowed entry into public spaces including buses and hotels. It 
was fighting for its rightful space in administrative services and other job opportunities. It was 
fighting to find its voice in a political climate dominated by Brahmins. The opposition to Brahmin 
hegemony perhaps became more organized as a movement and later a political party for the first 
time in Tamil Nadu, in the form of Justice party and Justice movement. 

Explain that in 1916, around 30 prominent non-Brahmin leaders including Dr Natesa Mudaliyar, Sir 
PT Theyagaraya Chetty, TM Nair and a woman Alamelu Mangai Thayarammal came together to 
form South Indian Liberation Federation (SILF) which would popularly be called as Justice Party after 
the ‘Justice’ newspaper it launched to propagate the ideals of the movement. 

Explain how they helped in political empowerment 

• Justice Party released its non-Brahmin manifesto in December 1916. The manifesto became 
an important document that would shape the rise of Dravidian movement later. But at the 
time of its release, it received widespread criticism 

• Tamil Nadu’s legacy of social justice owes its existence to the formative years of Justice Party 
in power. The party introduced what is called as communal G.O to legislate reservations. 
Incidentally, Periyar quit the Congress after the party failed to pass the communal G.O. 
Women were given voting rights and noon-meal scheme was introduced when Justice Party 
was in power. 

• party also played a vital role in allowing women to contest elections paving way for Dr. 
Muthulakshmi Reddy to become the first woman legislator in India. The pioneering efforts 
of Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy saw the abolition of Devadasi system when the Justice party was 
in power. Etc 

Conclusion – Comment on the significance of the impact of the movement. 
Background:- 

• Justice Party, officially the South Indian Liberal Federation, was a political party in the Madras Presidency 
of British India. 

• The Justice Party’s foundation marked the culmination of several efforts to establish an organisation to 
represent the non-Brahmins in Madras and is seen as the start of the Dravidian Movement 

Contribution:- 
• Poor literacy, political representation etc of the non Brahmins in Madras presidency , non Brahmins not being 

allowed entry into public spaces including buses and hotels led to fighting the humiliation. 
• Justice party was fighting for its rightful space in administrative services and other job opportunities. It was 

fighting to find its voice in a political climate dominated by Brahmins. 
• The opposition to Brahmin hegemony perhaps became more organized as a movement and later a political 

party for the first time in Tamil Nadu, in the form of Justice party and Justice movement. 
• It is also the fountainhead of the social reform movement in the country and the government led by Justice 

Party widened education and employment opportunities for the majority of the population and created space 
for them in the political sphere. 

o It opposed Brahmins in civil service and politics, and this anti-Brahmin attitude shaped many of its 
ideas and policies. 

o It opposed Annie Besant and her Home rule movement, because it believed home rule would benefit 
the Brahmins. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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o The party also campaigned against the non-cooperation movement in the presidency. It was at odds 
with  K. Gandhi, primarily due to his praise for Brahminism. 

• Its mistrust of the Brahmin–dominated Congress led it to adopt a hostile stance toward the Indian 
independence movement. 

• The Justice Party’s period in power is remembered for the introduction of caste-based reservations, and 
educational and religious reform. In opposition it is remembered for participating in the anti-Hindi agitations 
of 1937–40. 

How Justice party helped in political empowerment :- 
• Justice Party released its non-Brahmin manifesto in December 1916. The manifesto became an important 

document that would shape the rise of Dravidian movement later. But at the time of its release, it received 
widespread criticism 

• Tamil Nadu’s legacy of social justice owes its existence to the formative years of Justice Party in power. The 
party introduced what is called as communal G.O to legislate reservations. Incidentally, Periyar quit the 
Congress after the party failed to pass the communal G.O. Women were given voting rights and noon-meal 
scheme was introduced when Justice Party was in power. 

• Party also played a vital role in allowing women to contest elections paving way for Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy 
to become the first woman legislator in India. The pioneering efforts of Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy saw the 
abolition of Devadasi system when the Justice party was in power. Etc 

• Periyar eschewed electoral politics, preferring to play the role of unhidden persuader. Yet his impact on Tamil 
politics continues to remain palpable. 

o A breakaway group, the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, pulled the carpet from under the Congress and 
scripted the political empowerment of backward castes. 

o On the other hand, Periyar’s movement also triggered the debrahminisation of the Congress, and his 
support bolstered the chief-ministership of K. Kamaraj. 

 

Topic-  Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. 

Q) Contrary to popular apprehensions, state reorganization on linguistic lines didn’t hamper 

the federal structure and unity of our nation. Do you agree. Comment. (250 words) 

India since Independence by Bipin Chandra Pal. 

Directive word 

Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to express our knowledge and understanding of the linguistic reorganisation 
undertaken in post-independent India, and express our opinion as to how it affected the federalism 
and integration of the country. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction- 

Write a few introductory lines about the  need for linguistic organization felt in early independent 
India. E.g mention the ill conceived divisions of the country into princely states and British 
Presidencies which paid no attention to linguistic, cultural homogeneity etc. 

Body- 

Discuss the states demanding reorganisation on linguistic lines and the logic forwarded thereupon. 
E.g Andhra Pradesh in the very early independent India; Telangana; Bombay etc; 

Discuss the positive impact it had vis a vis federalism and national integration. E.g 

Discuss the negative impacts. E.g 

Conclusion– based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
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Background:- 
▪ At the time of independence in 1947, India consisted of 571 disjointed princely states that were merged together 

to form 27 states .On account of the multilingual nature and differences that existed between various states, 
there was a need for the states to be reorganized on a permanent basis.  

Why language was used as the criteria for the division of states ?  
▪ It would lead to the local people participating in the administration in larger numbers because of being able to 

communicate in a common language.  
▪ Governance would be made easier in areas, which shared linguistic and geographical features.  
▪ This would lead to the development of vernacular languages, which had long been ignored by the British.  

Linguistic reorganization has strengthened the cause of Indian unity as: 
▪ It put an end to fissiparous tendencies that would’ve balkanized the country on the basis of language 
▪ It fulfilled the aspirations of people to have autonomous political units for governance. 
▪ Led to development of vernacular languages and imparting of education in them, thus facilitating literacy. 
▪ Development and adoption of vernacular language also enabled political participation by the common man and 

enabled the common man to voice issues of concern in a familiar language 
▪ Enabled the preservation of local customs, culture, and festivals. Over time, the people of India have come to 

cherish the myriad customs of different states. For example Chhath celebrations have become popular in Gujarat. 
▪ It did not lead to complaints regarding discrimination in the matter of distribution of resources on the basis of 

language, nor did it affect the federal structure of the country. 
▪ Administration becomes easier (rulers and the ruled will have same lingua franca). States can have their own 

official languages and official works could be carried on more efficiently to the lowest level. 
▪ Helps for strengthening cultural identity. 
▪ Centre wields its full authority and states cooperate in the same. With the help of popular language as tool, It has 

ensured outreach and participation of the masses in politics and administration thereby strengthening the state. 
▪ India succeeded by accommodating diversities(here lingual) as a strength within its national policy framework 

(USSR failed to integrate Yugoslavia because linguistic and ethnic diversities were suppressed). 
However, linguistic reorganization also led to several unintended consequences such as regionalism, linguistic 
chauvinism and foundation of the “Sons of the soil” doctrine. 
▪ States reorganization did not, resolve all the problems relating to linguistic conflicts. Disputes over boundaries 

between different states, linguistic minorities and economic issues such as sharing of waters, and power and 
surplus food still persist. 

▪ Linguistic chauvinism also finds occasional expression. 
 
 

Topic– History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world 

wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization, political philosophies like 

communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their forms and effect on the society. 

Q) Discuss the factors that led to the overthrow of the provisional government in Russia, formed 

after the February revolution of 1917. (250 words) 

Mastering World History by Norman and Lowe; Russia and the revolutions, 1900-24 

Directive word 

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key demand of the question 

The question wants us to write in detail about the factors which were responsible for the downfall 
of the provisional government formed after the February revolution of 1917. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction- 

Write a few introductory lines about the February revolution of 1917. E.g By January 1917, most 
groups in society were disillusioned with the incompetent way the Tsar was running the war. The 
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aristocracy, the Duma, many industrialists and the army were beginning to turn against Nicholas, 
feeling that it would be better to sacrifice him to avoid a much worse revolution that might sweep 
away the whole social structure. 

Body- 

Discuss in points about the factors responsible for the downfall of the provisional government 
formed after the February revolution. E.g It took the unpopular decision to continue the war, but the 
June offensive, was another disastrous failure; The government had to share power with the 
Petrograd soviet, an elected committee of soldiers’ and workers’ representatives, which tried to 
govern the city; The government lost support because it delayed elections, which it had promised, 
for a Constituent Assembly (parliament), arguing that these were not possible in the middle of a war 
when several million troops were away fighting. Another promise not kept was for land reform – the 
redistribution of land from large estates among peasants; There was increasing economic chaos, 
with inflation, rising bread prices, lagging wages and shortages of raw materials and fuel. Industry 
was severely handicapped by a shortage of investment. In the midst of all this, Lenin and the 
Bolsheviks put forward what seemed to be a realistic and attractive policy etc. 

Conclusion- based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
Background :- 
▪ The Provisional Government replaced the tsar’s government that collapsed during the revolution in March 1917. 

Problems faced  by provisional government which led to overthrow of this government are:- 
▪ The Provisional Government never really ruled Russia:- 

▪ Right from the start, it had to share power with the Petrograd Soviet, which had a rule that its members 
should only obey the Provisional Government if the Soviet agreed with it. For this reason, March to 
November 1917 is sometimes called the period of Dual Government in Russia. 

▪ Disastrously, the Provisional Government  did not really carry out any major reforms. All it did was abolish the 
Okhrana and press censorship, and allow political freedom. This gave the government’s opponents – such as 
Lenin’s Bolsheviks the freedom to attack the government for the problems it was not solving. 

▪ The main problem of the Provisional Government was that it tried to continue the war. In June 1917, it organised 
an attack on Austria. When the attack failed, people began to turn against the government. Instead, they started 
to follow Lenin whose welcome message was: ‘Peace, bread, land’. 
▪ The Provisional Government did nothing to stop the war. In fact, as desertions increased, it set up death 

squads to hunt down and execute deserters. The soldiers came to hate the Provisional Government. 
▪ The Provisional Government had to share power with the Petrograd Soviet. Members of the 

Soviet always rejected the Provisional Government. 
▪ The Provisional Government was unable to end the shortages of food and fuelin Petrograd. This was because it 

continued the war, which was causing the shortages. The workers came to hate the Provisional Government. 
▪ The Provisional Government did nothing to solve the land problem. In the countryside, peasants started taking 

over the land of the nobles, many of whom had run away. The Provisional Government sent soldiers to take the 
land back by force. The peasants came to hate the Provisional Government. 

▪ The Provisional Government did little to deal with its opponents. Even after the Bolsheviks rebelled in July 1917, 
it allowed Lenin to preach his popular message of ‘all power to the Soviets’. People came to despise the 
Provisional Government. 

▪ The government lost support because it delayed elections, which it had promised, for a Constituent Assembly 
(parliament), arguing that these were not possible in the middle of a war when several million troops were away 
fighting. 

▪ There was increasing economic chaos, with inflation, rising bread prices, lagging wages and shortages of raw 
materials and fuel. Industry was severely handicapped by a shortage of investment. In the midst of all this, Lenin 
and the Bolsheviks put forward what seemed to be a realistic and attractive policy etc. 
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Q) What were the benefits that fascism provided to the people of Italy. What  were the problems 

it could not solve. Discuss. (250 words) 

Mastering World History by Norman and Lowe; Italy, 1918-45: the first appearance of fascism 

Directive word 

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key demand of the question 

The question wants us to delve deeper into the rise and fall of fascism in Italy and bring out in detail 
as to what benefits did fascism provide to the people of Italy and then also discuss in detail about 
the problems which it could not solve. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few introductory lines about the emergence of fascism under Mussolini in Italy. 
E.g Beginning in the summer of 1924, using a mixture of violence and intimidation, and helped by 
divisions among his opponents, Mussolini gradually developed Italian government and society along 
fascist lines. 

Body- 

Discuss the benefits that accrued to the people of Italy on account of Fascism. E.g Industries were 
encouraged with govt. support wherever necessary; so that iron and steel production doubled by 
1930 and artificial silk production increased tenfold; Mussolini believed that Italy must have a strong 
currency if it wanted to be a strong state. He revalued the lira at 90 to the pound sterling instead of 
150 (1926). This had mixed results: it helped some industries, notably steel and chemicals, by making 
imported raw materials cheaper. But unfortunately it made Italian exports more expensive on the 
world market and led to reduced orders, especially in the cotton industry; The ‘Battle for Wheat’ 
encouraged farmers to concentrate on wheat production and raised tariffs (import duties) on 
imported wheat as part of the drive for self-sufficiency; The ‘Battle for Births’, launched in 1927, was 
a campaign to increase the birth rate. Mussolini believed that a population of 40 million was too 
small for a country aiming to be a great power; they simply wouldn’t have enough soldiers! The 
target was to double the birth rate and raise the population to 60 million by 1950; this was to be 
achieved by taxing unmarried men heavily, giving tax relief and promotion at work for men with 
large families and paying generous family allowances; A programme of land reclamation was 
launched in 1928, involving draining marshes, irrigation, and planting forests in mountainous areas, 
again as part of the drive to improve and increase agricultural yield etc. 

Discuss the problems that fascism in Italy could not solve. E.g Little had been done to remedy Italy’s 
basic shortage of raw materials – coal and oil – and much more effort could have been made to 
develop hydroelectric power. In spite of the modest increase in iron and steel production, Italy could 
not even match a small state like Belgium; Although the ‘Battle of Wheat’ was a victory, it was 
achieved only at the expense o f dairy and arable farming, whose output fell; the climate in the south 
is suited much better to grazing and orchards than to growing wheat, and these would have been 
much more lucrative for the farmers. As a result, agriculture remained inefficient and farm laborers 
the poorest class in the country; Another failing of the government was in social services, where 
there was nothing approaching a ‘welfare state’ etc. 

Conclusion– based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
Background :- 
▪ Italian Fascism was rooted in Italian nationalism, national syndicalism, revolutionary nationalism, and the desire 

to restore and expand Italian territories which Italian Fascists deemed necessary for a nation to assert its 
superiority and strength and to avoid succumbing to decay 

Fascism benefits to Italy :- 
▪ In the short term, the government worked to reform the widely abused tax system, dispose of inefficient state-

owned industry, cut government costs and introduce tariffs to protect the new industries. 
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▪ Industry was encouraged with government subsidies where necessary, so that Iron and steel production doubled 
by 1930 and artificial silk production increased tenfold. By 1937,production of hydro electric power had doubled. 

▪ Battle for the Lira:- 
▪ Mussolini believed that Italy must have a strng currency if it wanted to be a strong state. Revaluing of Lira 

helped some industries ,notably steel and chemicals 
▪ Battle for wheat:- 

▪ It encouraged farmers to concentrate on wheat production and raised tariffs on imported wheat as part of 
the drive for self sufficiency. 

▪ A programme of land reclamation was launched in 1928 involving draining mashes, irrigation and planting forests 
in mountainous areas 

▪ An impressive public works programme was designed among other things to reduce unemployment. It included 
the building of motorways, bridges ,blocks of flats, railway stations etc. 

▪ The after work “Dopolavoro” organization provided the Italian people with things to do in their leisure time. 
There were cheap holidays, tours and cruises etc. Very poor families received welfare support from Dopolavoro. 

Problems it could not solve :- 
▪ After the initial gains made by Italy under the Fascist government, many of its negative effects also began to come 

to surface. 
▪ The Fascist State made all around efforts to curb political freedom in all forms. 
▪ After consolidating his power, Mussolini became a dictator and concentrated all the military and civil powers in 

his own hands. 
▪ All political parties except the Fascist party were banned. 
▪ The system of jury was abolished and special courts were set up where the Fascist civilian and military officers 

were empowered to decide political cases. 
▪ Press was completely censored, freedom of speech and assembly was curbed and political opponents of 

Mussolini were mercilessly assassinated. 
▪ Little had been done to remedy Italy’s basic shortage of raw materials coal and oil 
▪ Although the battle of wheat was a victory it was achieved only at the expense of diary and arable farming 

whose output fell. 
▪ Agriculture remained inefficient and farm labourers the poorest class in the country. The attempt at self 

sufficiency had been a dismal failure. 
▪ It had caused an unpopular shortage of consumer goods and had greatly increase Italy’s national debt. 

▪ The great depression impact: 
▪ Exports fell further and unemployment rose to 1.1 million yet Lira was not devalues till 1936.Instead wages 

and salaries were cut. Particularly frustrating for industrial workers was that they had no way of protesting 
since strikes were illegal and unions weak. 

▪ The economy was also hampered by the sanctions placed on Italy by the League of nations after the invasion 
of Ethiopia in 1935. 

▪ Social services:- 
▪ There was no official government health insurance until 1943 and only an inadequate unemployment 

insurance scheme which was not imporved even during the depression. 
▪ The regime was inefficient and corrupt so that many of its policies were not carried out. For example inspite of 

all the publicity about the land reclamation only about one tenth of the programme had been carried out by 1939 
and work was at a standstill even before the war began. 

▪ The Battle for Births launched in 1927 was a campaign to increase the birth rate .He specified 12 children as the 
ideal number for a family. This was one of Mussolini’s complete failures. 

 

Q) The anti-colonial struggles in West Africa were led by the new elite of Western-educated 

Africans. Examine. (250 words) 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to explain that freedom struggles in several West African countries were 
also led by such western-educated Africans. It expects us to bring out the role played by leaders in 
African National movement and the impact of their struggles. 
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Directive word 

Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any . 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Give a brief introduction to the anti colonial upsurge in western Africa – Anti-colonial 
upsurge in West Africa was a part of the larger rush of decolonization after the massive wanton 
destruction of the World War II. 

Body 

Highlight that just as Indian freedom movement, in the 20th century, found a leader in M. K. Gandhi, 
a western-educated lawyer, freedom struggles in several West African countries were also led by 
such western-educated Africans 

Discuss the role of leaders such as 

• Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, educated in London and US, led Gold Coast to freedom in 1957, and 
rechristened the country Ghana. 

• Nnamdi Azikiwe, educated in US, led Nigeria to a successful anti-colonial struggle, leading 
to its independence in 1960. 

• Amilcar Cabral, educated in Portugal, led Guinea-Bissau to freedom from Portugal. He was 
assassinated before the official independence declaration of the country, but served as an 
inspiration for other revolutionary leaders elsewhere, such as Fidel Castro. 

• Tovalou Houenou, defended the equality of race, opposed Eurocentricism and founded the 
Negritude movement, the writings of which gave a fillip to anti-colonial struggles in West 
Africa. 

• Leopold Sedar Senghol and Felix Houphouet- Boigny were western educated individuals who 
respectively led Senegal and Ivory Coast to independence. 

Explain the nature of movement led by them – Some of these struggles were peaceful and 
constitutional while some had the blueprint of non-cooperation and civil disobedience. Some 
struggles were outright violent revolutions. 

Conclusion – Nations of West Africa, however, have seldom witnessed stability and peace after 
independence. The countries have been marred by civil wars, brutal dictatorships and military coups. 

Background :- 
▪ Around the world, the intelligentsia has played an important role in shaping the country’s polity. India too found 

leadership from Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Dr. B.R Ambedkar, M.K.Gandhi who western educated. Similarly, in 
West Africa, west educated leaders contributed significantly to the anti colonial struggle. 

Western educated Africans who led the anti colonial struggles in West Africa :- 
▪ Kwame Nubrumah, a London and US educated scholar played a pivotal role in achieving independence of Gold 

Coast (later rechristened as Ghana) 
▪ Nandi Azikiwae, an western educated liberal was instrumental in the hard struggle for Nigeria’s emancipation. 
▪ Amilcar Cabral, educated in Portugal, led Guinea-Bissau to freedom from Portugal. He was assassinated before 

the official independence declaration of the country, but served as an inspiration for other revolutionary leaders 
elsewhere, such as Fidel Castro. 

▪ Tovalou Houenou, defended the equality of race, opposed Eurocentricism and founded the Negritude 
movement, the writings of which gave a fillip to anti-colonial struggles in West Africa. 

▪ Leopold Sedar Senghol and Felix Houphouet- Boigny were western educated individuals who respectively led 
Senegal and Ivory Coast to independence. 

  
▪ When these scholars returned to their native country’s after their stint abroad they could clearly perceive the 

injustice meted out to them and their countrymen. Having spent some time in land of where mutual respect, 
equality,  freedom and dignity were enjoyed, they could understand the artificial rules and exploitation under 
colonial administration in a clear manner. 
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▪ Some of these struggles were peaceful and constitutional while some had the blueprint of non-cooperation and 
civil disobedience. Some struggles were outright violent revolutions. 

Conclusion:- 
▪ Nations of West Africa, however, have seldom witnessed stability and peace after independence. The countries 

have been marred by civil wars, brutal dictatorships and military coups. 
 

Q) “New imperialism was a nationalistic, not an economic phenomenon.” Critically examine. 

(250 words) 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to explain what new imperialism is and post that, examine the factors that 
led to its rise and continuation. We have to debate whether there were only nationalistic imperatives 
or whether economic imperatives led to its rise. Finally we need to provide our fair and balanced 
opinion. 

Directive word 

Critically examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get 
into details, and find out the causes or implications if any. When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to 
a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain that new imperialism was a period of colonial expansion and its 
accompanying ideology by the European powers, USA, Japan etc during the late 19th and early 20th 
century. 

Body 

First, explain why new imperialism can be considered as a nationalistic phenomenan. The later part 
of the 19th century was a period of intense Nationalism. Nationalism came to be also created with 
Chauvinism. Many nations developed myths of their superiority over other people. Each one felt that 
it too, must have colonies to add to its prestige and power. Imperialism became the fashion of the 
age.  Writers and speakers in England, France and Germany opened institutions to promote the idea 
of imperialism, and took great pride in calling their territories empires. Imperialist countries took 
over some places in Asia and Africa because of their military or strategic importance. The imperialist 
nations established naval bases and coaling stations to strengthen her overseas empire. Rival 
nations got similar base elsewhere. Acquiring a colony also had a chain reaction. If a country needed 
a colony, it needed another to protect it and so on. Overseas possessions were also useful because 
they added to an imperialist country’s manpower. Some of the people of the colonized countries 
were taken into the enemy, for use in wars and conquests. 

Discuss the economic imperatives of new imperialism – New Imperialism was as economic as it was 
nationalistic. The imperial countries acquired colonies because the colonies served their economic 
referents. The industrial Revolution resulted in a very great increase in the production of goods. It 
also created the capitates system of production. The production of goods was far in excess of the 
demand at home. So capitalist countries had to find new markets and buyers for the goods their 
industries were producing. The possibilities of one industrialized country were also limited. European 
countries could find markets for their surplus goods in Asia and Africa. In addition to the markets, 
the imperial powers needed new sources of raw-materials to feed over growing number of 
industries. For attaining this objective, the imperial powers established their colonial stronghold over 
parts of Asia and Africa and patrolled the areas among themselves. 

Conclusion – give a fair and balanced conclusion on following lines – New Imperialism thus was fed 
on as much as nationalism as on economic forces. It was not either Nationalism or economic 
considerations alone but the two acting in tandem that drove New Imperialism. 

 
 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/12/04/4-new-imperialism-was-a-nationalistic-not-an-economic-phenomenon-critically-examine-250-words/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/12/04/4-new-imperialism-was-a-nationalistic-not-an-economic-phenomenon-critically-examine-250-words/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  20 www.insightsias.com  

SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 

New imperialism:- 
▪ New Imperialism refers to the wave of colonial expansion that began in the late nineteenth century and continued 

until World War I. During this period, many European countries, the United States, and Japan snatched up an 
unprecedented amount of land around the globe. 

Why is it a nationalistic phenomenon: 
▪ Many nations developed myths of their superiority over other people. Each one felt that it too, must have 

colonies to add to its prestige and power. Imperialism became the fashion of the age. 
▪ Writers and speakers in England, France and Germany opened institutions to promote the idea of imperialism, 

and took great pride in calling their territories empires. 
▪ Imperialist countries took over some places in Asia and Africa because of their military or strategic importance. 
▪ The establishment of nation-states of Germany and Italy resolved territorial issues. The years till 1914 would 

be marked by an extremely unstable peace and fierce competition for colonies among European powers. 
▪ Colonies were a source of international prestige for colonial powers. 

Economic phenomena:- 
▪ There was great demand for natural resources not found in western countries like rubber,oil and tin. Instead of 

trading European powers preferred direct control over the areas where raw materials were found. 
▪ The growing of European industry , the increase in production capacity and the surplus of capital created the 

necessity of finding new markets. 
▪ Also economic expansion made it necessary for cheap labour ,access to or control of markets to sell or buy 

products. Thus people living in western countries supported colonial policies. 
▪ The existence of competition between the nation states contributed to growth of new imperialism. 
▪ Imperial countries acquired colonies because the colonies served their economic referents 

▪ The production of goods was far in excess of the demand at home. So capitalist countries had to find new 
markets and buyers for the goods their industries were producing.  

▪ The possibilities of one industrialized country were also limited. European countries could find markets for 
their surplus goods in Asia and Africa. 

▪ In addition to the markets, the imperial powers needed new sources of raw-materials to feed over growing 
number of industries. For attaining this objective, the imperial powers established their colonial stronghold 
over parts of Asia and Africa and patrolled the areas among themselves. 

Conclusion:- 
▪ The New Imperialism thus was fed on as much as nationalism as on economic forces. It was not either Nationalism 

or economic considerations alone but the two acting in tandem that drove the New Imperialism. 
 

TOPIC: Salient features of Indian Society; Effects of globalization on Indian society 

Q) Critically analyze the impact that social media platforms such as Facebook have had on 

society ? (250 words) 

The hindu 

Why this question 

Social media is omnipresent in our lives and has a huge bearing on society and individuals. This article 
attempts to examine this and provides a good perspective on the impact of social media which will 
be useful for paper 1 as well as essay. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to explain how social media is omnipresent in our lives, and explain the pros 
and cons of the impact of social media on society. 

Directive word 

Critically analyze – When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad 
of something and give a fair judgement. 
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Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain that about 1.49 billion people on average log onto Facebook daily; every 
second, on average, around 6,000 tweets are tweeted on Twitter; and since its inception, over 40 
billion photographs have been posted on Instagram. This is evidence of the huge presence of social 
media in our lives. 

Body – Discuss the pros and cons of the impact of social media on society. Eg social media and the 
Internet have drifted from their promise of closing distances and exposing us to the views of those 
who existed beyond our personal networks. Instead, we find ourselves to be more rigid versions of 
our former selves; the problems associated with fake news; the role of social media in instigating 
violence etc. Also discuss the positives such as the fact that social media has become an echo 
chamber of the society, helped in creating awareness about several issues eg the fight for LGBTQ 
rights etc 

Conclusion – Give a fair and balanced opinion about the impact of social media. 
Background:- 

• Information and communication technology has changed rapidly over the past 20 years with a key 
development being the emergence of social media. Both information and opinion need mediums and 
platforms. The internet is the medium; Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp are the platforms. 

How internet and social media platforms pose challenge to society:- 
• Legitimate vs fake information:- 

o Challenge is how you permit what is considered legitimate content and information, and at the same 
time disallow the plethora of fake information as well as threats and abuse conveyed through these 
platforms. 

o There are questions raised whether to ban the medium or platform or content. 
o Rumours triggering lynchings and riots, data snooping etc. 

• Economic loss :- 
o A report by the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations says that between 

2012 and 2017, India lost around Rs.20,000 crore due to internet shutdowns. 
• Impacts democracy:- 

o Social media companies exploit the social environment. This is particularly nefarious, because these 
companies influence how people think and behave without them even being aware of it. This 
interferes with the functioning of democracy and the integrity of elections 

• Personal information collected:- 
o Fundamental business model of social media companies like Facebook poses some serious 

concerns. Their goal is to collect as much personal information on individuals as possible and then use 
this information to sell highly targeted advertising to companies.  Worldwide there is very little 
understanding of what exactly they collected, little regulation and little known about the 
consequences on democracy. 

o This level of data collection represents the concentration of enormous power in the hands of a single 
corporation. The Cambridge Analytica scandal has highlighted how this power can be used by a small 
group of people with an agenda to foster polarisation, radicalisation and undermine democratic 
elections. 

• Currently very difficult to control because:- 
o The number of users using social media platforms and internet are ever increasing and volume of 

traffic is huge. 
o AI is still in nascent stages and it will take at least a decade to develop such AI which can automatically 

weed out harmful and unwanted content etc. 
• Individual users are increasingly viewed as legitimate targets for mining personal and metadata. Such data 

can provide an intimate psychological profile including ideological preferences that together help campaign 
managers target communications and forecast voter behaviour. 

• Data theft and identity crisis:- 
o Data of millions are taken and used when only 270,000 people knowingly or unknowingly gave 

consent. 
• Individuals often share their data without being aware of it or understanding the implications of privacy 

terms and conditions. 
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• Individuals do not have much rights over the data they shared and personal data is considered as the new 
oil. 

• A new study from Pew Research claims that 62 percent of people get their news from social media, with 18 
percent doing so very often. Social media’s influence in political campaigns has increased tremendously. 

• People are getting trapped in narrower world views that are seeping into not only voter behaviour but 
everyday personal interactions. 

• Health:- 
o Researchers have found that hyper-networking leads to negative health behaviour leading to 

laziness, obesity, depression, drug abuse, isolation or in the worst cases it may even lead to suicide. 
o Its heavy usage has ill effects on health issues and there is cyber bullying, online harassment and 

trolling 
• The trolling of women has brought to the fore the disturbing reality of online violence and abuse women face 

in India. 
Social media has some positive impacts as well:- 

• Without social media, social, ethical, environmental and political ills would have minimal visibility. Increased 
visibility of issues has shifted the balance of power from the hands of a few to the masses. 

• Social media activism brings an increased awareness about societal issues, questions remain as to whether 
this awareness is translating into real change. 

• Because social media allows people to communicate with one another more freely, they are helping to create 
surprisingly influential social organizations among once-marginalized groups. 

• It helped in creating awareness about several issues, eg the fight for LGBTQ rights etc. 
• Social media has definitely made us closer to other parts of the world. 
• WhatsApp is important for rural users, as it helps them cheaply connect to family members far away and send 

pictures of their products to clients across India. 
• Social media platforms provide a platform to raise their voice against injustice and inequality. 
• Social media have increasingly been adopted by politicians, political activists and social movements as a means 

to engage, organize and communicate with citizens. 
Way forward:- 

• Companies claim that they are merely distributing information. But the fact that they are near-monopoly 
distributors makes them public utilities and should subject them to more stringent regulation, aimed at 
preserving competition, innovation, and fair and open access. 

• Recent laws directed at social media have that changing in Germany, social networks could pay up to $60 
million in fines if hate speech isn’t removed within 24 hours. 

• Social networks need to enhance their own governance, continue to refine the algorithms, use more “friction” 
like warnings and notifications for suspicious content expand human oversight, adjust advertising, and 
continue to share knowledge with other networks to reach those goals. 

• India needs to have a legal framework for data protection. It will create a vital and necessary framework 
against which rights and responsibilities can be articulated, and digressions thereof evaluated. 

o A proper data protection law with an effective enforcement mechanism would ensure recognition for 
India as a trustworthy global destination for data-based businesses and privacy-conscious consumers 
while also protecting the Right to Privacy of the people in India. 

• Cyber law provisions need to be revised as the current approach of the Indian law is very narrow. 
• International agreements form an important node in a web of solutions needed to address security and the 

rule of law in cyberspace. Given India’s  vision of a Digital India and considering the surge in cybercrime, it 
would be beneficial for India to join Budapest Convention 

• Experts have pointed to the importance of aspects such as following basic cyber hygiene and a periodic review 
of the security facets of one’s profile on various web platforms, especially on social media, where users tend 
to share personal information. 

o When there are no legitimate security or public interest reasons, users should have the right to have 
their data destroyed. 
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Q) Critically analyze whether death penalty is justified in the modern times. (250 words) 

The hindu 

Why this question 

Some of the activist have made representations for speedier execution of Nirbhaya case accused. 
This brings out the need to discuss the old topic of the pros and cons of death penalty in a modern 
society. 

Directive word 

Critically analyze-  here we have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the topic by 
separating it into component parts, and present them as a whole in a summary. based on our 
discussion we have to form a concluding opinion on the issue. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to look into the death penalty in detail and discuss why it is unwarranted in 
the present times and also discuss where it should be allowed. Based on our discussion we have to 
from a personal opinion on the issue. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few introductory lines about the  recent demands for executing Nirbhaya case 
accused. 

BODY- 

Discuss the pitfalls and problems of death penalty. E.g 

• The death penalty is error-ridden. Between January 1, 2000 and June 31, 2015, the Supreme 
Court imposed 60 death sentences. It subsequently admitted that it had erred in 15 of them 
(25%). 

• The death penalty unfairly targets the poor and marginalised. Those without capital get the 
punishment. Penurious prisoners on legal aid get it the most, while others with private 
lawyers remain untouched. 

• The death penalty is impossible to administer fairly or rationally. The Supreme Court has 
repeatedly admitted that it has arbitrarily imposed this most extreme punishment. 
Executions occurred in 5.2 cases for every 1 lakh murders etc. 

Discuss the situations where death         penalty has been thought imperative to serve the sense of 
justice. E.g 

• The Law Commission of India has attempted to analyse the need for the death penalty on 
two separate occasions. While the 35th Report correctly called for its retention in order to 
see its impact on a new republic, the more recent 262nd Report could not recommend the 
punishment’s absolute abolition despite a rather desperate attempt to do the same for the 
first 240 pages;cases of violent terror are constant reminders of the need to protect national 
stability by ensuring appropriate responses to such actions, and the death penalty forms 
part of the national response. It is in this idea that there exists a moral support for the death 
penalty. A punishment cannot be judged by its impact on criminals but by its impact on those 
who are still innocent etc. 

Conclusion– based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
Background :- 

• Capital punishment also called as death penalty is the execution of an offender sentenced to death after 
conviction by a court of law. The debate on whether to abolish the death penalty or not, has been raging in 
India and in several other countries for decades 

Why death penalty is not the solution:- 
• Death penalty has never been a deterrent against any sort of crime:- 
• There is little empirical evidence to show that those about to commit a capital offence would stop themselves 

merely out of the fear of being hanged. 
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• Even S. Verma committee decided against recommending the death penalty for rape. It rightly took into 
account the possibility of awarding life sentences without remission for aggravated sexual assault. 

• Further, there is a legitimate concern that the country’s judicial system has not been consistent in awarding 
the death penalty. It will be especially wrong to force judges to compare the relative ‘merits’ of rape victims 
based on their age and choose between death sentence and life. 

• The Law Commission, while recommending abolition of the death penalty, except in terrorism-related cases, 
observed that it is difficult to operate the ‘rarest of rare cases’ principle without a hint of arbitrariness. 

• Provision of death penalty in rape cases will only make matters worse by slowing the administration of 
justice. Besides, when victim is the sole witness, as in most sexual assault cases, it will induce murder of rape 
victims by the perpetrators of the crime to destroy the evidence . 

• Even when awarded death penalty the accused do not have remorse for their actions for instance 
documentary showing the accused blaming victim itself in Nirbhaya case etc  

• The death penalty has not deterred terrorism, murder or even theft. 
o For over a century, stealing attracted the death penalty in England, where spectators at public 

hangings often had their pockets picked. 
• The death penalty unfairly targets the poor and marginalised. Those without capital get the punishment. 

Penurious prisoners on legal aid get it the most, while others with private lawyers remain untouched. 
• The death penalty is impossible to administer fairly or rationally. The Supreme Court has repeatedly admitted 

that it has arbitrarily imposed this most extreme punishment. 
However death Penalty is necessary sometimes due to the following reasons: 

• The punishment is not arbitrary because, it comes out of a judicial process. To call it arbitrary, one has to 
necessarily prove the process as flawed. 

• It is being implemented in the “rarest of the rare” cases and the fact is during the last 13 years, only four 
people have been executed. 

• The hanging of Ajmal Kasab and Yakub Menon strongly affirms India’s commitment to the protection of life. 
• People criticise it on arbitrariness, irreversibility and human rights and these are not valid arguments. 
• Its constitutionality is upheld, even in liberal democracies like U.S. It is not reflection of uncivilised society. 
• India’s neighbourhood is not peaceful, unlike Scandinavia. India has got troubled borders. Several forces are 

trying to destabilise the very idea of our Nation from across the Border. 
• The sacredness of life can only be seen to be protected, if those who take it away are proportionately 

punished. 

 
TOPIC:  Role of women and women’s organization. Gender Issues; Social Empowerment etc; 

Q) Maternity benefit Act has increased the entry barrier for women in Labour Force. 

Discuss. (250 words) 

Livemint 

Why this question 

This article highlights that one of the criticism of the maternity benefits act when it was introduced, 
was that it would increase entry barrier for females. The same has happened and we need to think 
of ways through which the act can be amended to ensure that it’s purposes are met. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to first explain how amendments to maternity benefits act have increased 
entry barrier for women. Post that, we need to discuss changes through which the Act can be made 
more beneficial for women and discuss the way forward. 

Directive word 

Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both 
for and against arguments. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain that there is a need to enhance female participation in LFPR, and for the same 
purpose India brought in well intentioned amendments to maternity benefits act. 
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Body 

Explain the benefits accorded to women under the act and highlight how it has increased entry 
barriers for women under the Act. India offers one of the world’s most generous maternity leave 
policies. But India is also probably the only country where the entire financial burden of the maternity 
leave is supposed to be borne by the employer. In most countries, the cost of maternity leave is 
shared across the government, employer, insurance and other social security programmes 
(Singapore—eight weeks employer and eight weeks public funds; Australia and Canada—100% 
public funds; France—social insurance scheme; Brazil—mixed contribution from the employer, 
employee and government). 

Discuss the changes required in the act and the impact it would have. Cost sharing between employer 
and government by way of reimbursement once the employer furnishes the proof of payment of 
maternity leave wage, slab-based tax rebates offered by the government on actual maternity wages 
paid, setting up a government insurance scheme to pay for maternity wages, and leave sharing in 
the form of 13 months maternity and 13 months paternity to negate any possibility of gender bias. 

Conclusion – Highlight that there is a need to enhance female participation in LFPR for which 
changes in the Act have to be brought in and discuss the way forward. 

Background:- 
▪ There is significant relation between poverty and women’s labour force participation as India will never put 

poverty  unless the latter is raised. 
▪ The Maternity Benefit bill last year had its heart in the right place but unintentionally led to higher caution on the 

part of the employers, leading to lower levels of hiring of women. 
Some benefits from the act are :- 
▪ The act had been praised for “making India proud around the world” and “bringing women in workforce closer 

to workplace equality”. This is because the Act, among other things, increased the paid maternity leave available 
for women workers from the then-existing 12 weeks to 26 weeks 

▪ It made it mandatory for every establishment with at least 50 employees to provide crèche facility for working 
mothers among its employees. 

Maternity benefit act acted as entry barrier:- 
▪ Loss of jobs :- 

▪ According to the latest study regarding the implementation of the amendments of maternity benefits  act it 
was found there could be significant job losses for women in India in the short to medium term. 

▪ India is also probably the only country where the entire financial burden of the maternity leave is supposed to 
be borne by the employer.  

▪ Recent changes proposed in the act are criticised due to :- 
▪ Wages equivalent to only seven weeks shall be reimbursed by the government of India to employers who 

employ female workers and provide maternity benefits of 26 weeks paid leave. 
▪ To enable an entity to avail the incentive, the female employees working in the entity concerned should 

be earning wages less than Rs. 15,000. The Employees State Insurance (ESIC) Act mandates that all 
employees earning wages of 21,000 or less shall be covered under the Act. But the proposal to consider 
employees earning wages of Rs. 15,000 or less, with the conditions attached to it, does not seem 
justifiable.  

▪ Women earning wages of Rs. 21,000 or less but are employed in non-implemented areas are not entitled to 
the benefits and the employer is forced to bear the entire cost.  

▪ Large number of female employees, especially in information technology, information technology-enabled 
services, pharmaceutical, logistics, banking, financial services and insurance, and service sectors, are paid 
wages of Rs. 15,000 or Rs. 21,000 or higher per month. 

▪ The female worker has to be a member of Employees Provident Fund Organization (EPFO) for at least one 
year and must not be covered under ESIC. The conditions set forth above lack reasoning considering 

a) entitlement to maternity benefits kicks in once an employee completes 80 days (less than three 
months) of continuous service 

b) an employee is entitled to the benefits under the proposed incentive only if she has been a 
contributing member of EPFO for at least a year and is not covered under ESIC. 
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▪ Anti women bias crept in :- 
▪ Clear anti-women bias crept into the actual hiring practice of well over half of all respondents ever 

since the Act came into place. 
▪ 66 per cent disclose that the maternity benefit law adversely impacts their hiring against women 

candidates in some way.   
▪ By imposing a uniform mandate on all businesses, what this Act does is rob both businesses and women 

workers of choice: businesses, of their choice of maternity leave policies that are reasonable to them; and 
by extension, women, of their choice to work with workplaces that provide paid maternity leave for less 
than 26 weeks. 

What changes are needed in the act :- 
▪ Government can bear the burden:- 
▪ Cost sharing between employer and government by way of reimbursement once the employer furnishes the 

proof of payment of maternity leave wage, slab-based tax rebates offered by the government on actual maternity 
wages paid, setting up a government insurance scheme to pay for maternity wages, and leave sharing in the form 
of 13 months maternity and 13 months paternity to negate any possibility of gender bias. 

▪ Lessons from other countries :- 
▪ In most countries, the cost of maternity leave is shared across the government, employer, insurance and 

other social security programmes 
▪ For instance in Singapore – eight weeks employer and eight weeks public funds, France- social insurance 

scheme ,Brazil – mixed contribution from the employer, employee and government etc. 
▪ Other measures needed are:- 

▪ The seven weeks reimbursement limit must be extended to a minimum of 13 weeks. The period of wages of 
13 weeks could also stand to be extended to all female employees who are not covered under ESIC, without 
any preconditions on wage ceiling or membership of the provident fund organization for one year, etc. 

▪ Further, the government must set up crèches with all the attendant facilities proposed in the Maternity 
Benefit (Amendment) Act, 2017, and allow employees eligible for such benefits to use these crèches at a 
very nominal cost. 

▪ Bringing the Maternity Benefit Act under central legislation will also help maintain uniformity. 
Conclusion:- 
▪ With such active steps, India has genuine hope of raising India’s overall female labour force participation from 

the present 26% to a competitive level like China’s 60%. 
 

Q) Our understanding of disability must expand to include people with invisible disabilities. 

Examine. (250 words) 

Indian express 

Why this question 

The article highlights that our understanding of disability remains limited to visual markers of 
disability and in the process we end up ignoring the needs and aspirations of a sizeable section. 
Hence there is a need to broaden our understanding. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to explain what invisible disability is, explain the current provisions for taking 
care of persons with special needs and how it fails those with invisible disabilities. Next, we need to 
discuss changes which needs to be brought in and discuss the way forward. 

Directive word 

Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain what is meant by invisible disabilities. 
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Body 

Highlight the protections in place for securing the rights of persons with disability – The United 
Nations Convention on the rights of persons with disability tells us that persons with disabilities 
include those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments which in 
interaction with various barriers may hinder their full participation in society on an equal basis with 
others. The Rights of persons with Disability Act of India, 2016, also clarifies that disability includes 
people with mental illness, epilepsy, intellectual impairment and other disabilities which are not 
evident to a casual observer. 

Highlight the problem in the current regime – Many people with disabilities cannot be identified by 
a casual observer as they don’t have the identity ‘badges’ of a wheelchair, or a crutch, or a hearing 
aid and thus their needs are often ignored 

Discuss ways in which the situation can be improved – inclusion and empowerment of people with 
visible and invisible disabilities must include policy action by the Ministry of Social Empowerment 
and Justice. The criteria and process for identifying people and certifying people with disability must 
find processes to recognise the disability of people with fluctuating disability such as that 
experienced by many with severe mental illness. It must also include active responses to include 
people with invisible disabilities from agencies working in Inclusive sports, inclusive sanitation and 
inclusive community-based development are the catch-cries of organisations working in disability. 

Conclusion – Give your opinion and discuss the way forward. 
Background :- 
▪ People with invisible disabilities continue to be excluded from participation and inclusion by the general public, 

the media and even the disability movement. 
▪ India has more than 10 million children with autism, 10 million people with epilepsy, more than 150 million 

people with a need of intervention for mental illness, and many more with varied physical disabilities 
Invisible disabilities :- 
▪ Invisible disability, or hidden disability, are defined as disabilities that are not immediately apparent. Some 

people with visual or auditory disabilities who do not wear glasses or hearing aids, or discreet hearing aids, may 
not be obviously disabled 

▪ People who cannot participate fully in society include those with problems such as renal failure, chronic back 
pain, epilepsy, mental illness and intellectual disability. They are a large proportion of the millions of Indian people 
who live with a disability. They are disabled as much by the structures that limit their ability to participate such 
as schooling that relies exclusively on literacy and thus limits learning opportunities for learning for young people 
with intellectual disability.  

▪ Many people with disabilities cannot be identified by a casual observer as they don’t have the identity ‘badges’ of 
a wheelchair, or a crutch, or a hearing aid and thus their needs are often ignored 

Why disability should include invisible disabilities :- 
▪ The United Nations Convention on the rights of persons with disability tells that persons with disabilities include 

those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with various 
barriers may hinder their full participation in society on an equal basis with others. 

▪ The Rights of persons with Disability Act of India, 2016, also clarifies that disability includes people with mental 
illness, epilepsy, intellectual impairment and other disabilities which are not evident to a casual observer. 

▪ People with invisible and psycho-social disabilities are not equally included, represented or given equal voice 
or resources. 

What needs to be done? 
▪ Inclusion and empowerment of people with visible and invisible disabilities must include policy action by the 

Ministry of Social Empowerment and Justice. 
▪ The criteria and process for identifying people and certifying people with disability must find processes to 

recognise the disability of people with fluctuating disability such as that experienced by many with severe mental 
illness. 
▪ It must also include active responses to include people with invisible disabilities from agencies working in 

Inclusive sports, inclusive sanitation and inclusive community-based development are the catch-cries of 
organisations working in disability. 

▪ There is still a lack of specialists to deal with mental and physical disorders. India just has one psychiatrist for 
every 400,000 people. this needs to change. 
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▪ There needs to be online and offline awareness and intervention programmes for physical and mental 
disabilities. 

▪ There is a need to provide parents with professional counselling when their child is diagnosed with a disability. 
The sooner we help a parent bridge the gap between denial and acceptance of a child’s disability, the better they 
will be able to help their child in the future. 

▪ People living with disorders and disabilities need to be encouraged to share their story with those around them 
so that people can better understand how to support them.  

 

Q) Discuss the various schemes introduced by India for socio-economic empowerment of women. 

(250 words) 

Reference 

Directive word 

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to write in detail about the various schemes introduced by the government 
of India in order to empower women socially and economically. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few introductory lines about the  issues faced by Indian women. E.g illiteracy, 
female foeticide, poor representation in workforce, sexual harassment and violence , patriarchal 
mindset etc. 

Body- 

Discuss in points and briefly describe the schemes and programmes launched by the government of 
India to empower women socially and economically. E.g 

• Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Scheme 

• One Stop Centre Scheme 

• Women Helpline Scheme 

• UJJAWALA : A Comprehensive Scheme for Prevention of trafficking and Rescue, 
Rehabilitation and Re-integration of Victims of Trafficking and Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation 

• Working Women Hostel 

• SWADHAR Greh (A Scheme for Women in Difficult Circumstances) 

• Support to Training and Employment Programme for Women (STEP) 

• NARI SHAKTI PURASKAR 

• Mahila police Volunteers 

• Mahila E-Haat 

• Mahila Shakti Kendras (MSK) 

• NIRBHAYA 

Conclusion– based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
Background:- 

• Women make up half of India’s population. Over the years we have seen women grow in public life – working 
in offices, representing in international sports, in bureaucracy, politics, international organisations and much 
more. This change is positive and is happening at a pace faster than ever before. 
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Women Empowerment Schemes:- 
• Financial empowerment:- 

o Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana was launched in 2015, under which small affordable deposits are made in 
the bank accounts of girls, with the benefit of higher rate of interest. 

o Support to Training and Employment Program (STEP) is aimed at adding new skills to women. 
o Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, has within two years brought in 16.34 crore women under the 

banking system. 
• Encouraging Entrepreneurship 

o Under the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana, the government has provided credit to small entrepreneurs 
without collateral. 75% of these loans have been given to women, with 9.81 crore women 
entrepreneurs already benefitting from them under the scheme. 

o Over 47 lakh SHGs have been promoted under the National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM). 
o Skill development is another key aspect for raising the potential of our female workforce. Half of the 

certificates awarded under Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana have been given to women 
candidates. 

o To reach the yet unreached women across the country, ministry has recently launched the Mahila 
Shakti Kendra scheme. Under this 3 lakh student volunteers are fanning out across the country to 
directly reach women at village level with government schemes and services for their empowerment. 

o The government seeks to bring women to the forefront of India’s entrepreneurial ecosystem by 
providing access to loans, markets and training. 

o The MSME Development Organisations (MSME-DO), the various State Small Industries 
Development Corporations (SSIDCs), the nationalised banks and even NGOs are conducting various 
programs including Entrepreneurship Development Programs (EDPs) to cater to the needs of 
potential women entrepreneurs. 

o SIDBI has been implementing two schemes for women entrepreneurs namely, Mahila Udyam Nidhi 
and Mahila Vikas Nidhi. 

o A few government efforts at promoting entrepreneurship and innovation are: 
▪ Start-up India. 
▪ Stand-up India. 
▪ Support to Training and Employment Programme for Women (STEP). 
▪ Trade related Entrepreneurship Assistance and Development (TREAD). 
▪ Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY). 
▪ Science for Equity Empowerment and Development (SEED). 
▪ Mudra Yojana for women. 
▪ NITI Ayog launched Women Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP). 

o Empowering Motherhood 
▪ The paid maternity leave for working women to 26 weeks empowers them as they need not 

fear loss of salary or job due to childbirth. 
▪ In order to extend protection to the unorganised sector as well, pregnant and lactating 

mothers are provided cash incentives under the PM Matru Vandana Yojana. 
o Women health:- 

▪ To empower women and protect their health, the Ujjawala scheme has been introduced, 
which provides free LPG cylinders to women from BPL families to replace unclean cooking 
fuels. 

o Women safety:- 
▪ 33% reservation for women in the police force is also being implemented. 
▪ The Nirbhaya Fund is also being used to roll-out comprehensive plans to make 8 major cities 

in the country safer for women and also improve our forensic analysis abilities in cases of 
sexual assault. 

o National Mission for Empowerment of Women (NMEW) scheme 2016-17 is a combined strategy for 
inter-sectoral convergence of programs for women, with the use of multiple communication tools in 
advocacy campaigns. 

o Women’s helpline came into existence to reach out to women in distress. 
o Women’s SHGs have mobilised and facilitated women in availing facilities for development, be it 

information, financial or material resources or services. 
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▪ In all such women-centric programs, Information, Education and Communication (IEC) forms 
an inseparable part. 

o The issue of women’s empowerment caught the entire nation’s imagination with the launch of ‘Beti 
Bachhao Beti Padhao’ program at Panipat in Haryana in 2015, one of the worst affected districts in 
the state, with the abysmally low Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB). 

▪ The program has already begun showing positive gains. Reason for its success is the success 
of public communication strategy which is based on innovative local level interventions. 

• Other schemes are:- 
o One Stop Centre Scheme 
o UJJAWALA : 

▪  A Comprehensive Scheme for Prevention of trafficking and Rescue, Rehabilitation and Re-
integration of Victims of Trafficking and Commercial Sexual Exploitation 

o Working Women Hostel 
o Swadhar Greh (A Scheme for Women in Difficult Circumstances) 
o Support to Training and Employment Programme for Women (STEP) 
o Nari shakti puraskar 
o Mahila E-Haat 
o Mahila Shakti Kendras (MSK) 

Success of the schemes :- 
• India has been successful in achieving gender parity in school education. Even in technical and professional 

education the representation is significantly increasing. 
• The literacy rate of women has risen from a mere 9% in 1951 to 65% in 2011. 
• In the workplace today, every fourth worker in India is a woman. With their increasing participation in a variety 

of fields, women’s bargaining power in both private and public life is 
• Elected women representatives now make up about 46% of our panchayat members. With this the landscape 

of our country is changing from ground up. 
• Institutional births have risen to an all-time high of 79% in 2014-15. The maternal mortality rate has 

dropped by half in the decade between 2001-03 and 2011-13. 
• The number of women with a bank account has also increased. 

Criticism:- 
• Women still face serious dangers to their life and liberty in our country. We hear of horrific incidents of 

violence every day. 
• Women still contribute a disproportionate amount of unpaid work in their homes and on farms. 
• They are often not given an equal say in household or work decisions. 
• The conventional ‘one size fits all’ empowerment programmes fail to address problems of the most 

marginalised women. 
• Women’s multiple identities of class, caste, ethnicity, gender and other forms of hierarchy and differences 

including social locations in households as daughters, daughter-in-law, mothers, mother-in-law, wives and 
widows tend to push women to the margins and make them more vulnerable to discrimination in terms of 
access to basic human rights, opportunities and resources. 

• To challenge the dominant beliefs of the society in terms of hierarchy, patriarchy and power politics requires 
empowerment policies and programmes that seek to and understand how the convergence of multiple 
identities with gender manifests to impede women’s empowerment 

• Banking Correspondents (BCs): 
o The strategy has not given fruitful results due to lack of adequate branding of BCs because of low 

incentive and compensation structure and preference for brick and mortar branch by the rural 
economy. 

• Stereotyping of women continues:- 
o New stories of violence or sexual harassment against women do appear on newspapers, but often 

with a bias in reporting. 
• Women as serious decision makers or as hard core professionals are mostly being overlooked. 
• Their success stories only find place, when they have been able to break the glass ceiling and or have reached 

the pinnacle of success. 
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Way forward:- 
• Strengthening economic citizenship of women involves meeting her personal aspirations, while she 

contributes to household’s income and is a caregiver. 
• Pursuit of inclusive growth involves the role of the state as a regulator while providing public goods and 

services alongside liberal socio-cultural norms within the household/ community. 
• Fiscal policies like lower taxes did not improve female employment as the gains from it perhaps did not offset 

the costs involved. 
• With stagnant and low share of formal sector employment, the announcement in the Budget 2018, that 

contribution by new women recruits to EPFO be reduced from 12% to 8% to increase the take home pay may 
neither incentivize participation nor retention rates. 

• MGNREGA increased FWPR, reduced gender gaps in wages in other markets with positive implications on 
poverty, child and own nutritional status and empowerment. 

• Collection of time use data would inform how women spend their time in social production but will also give 
insights about how men in many families share household work. 

• Caregiving and breadwinning are equally important for improved well-being of the individuals in a nation. 
 

Q) Discuss the problems faced by transgender persons in India. How far do you think the 

Transgender Persons bill, 2016 will address those issues. Comment. (250 words) 

Reference 
Reference 

Why this question 

Transgender persons are one of the most neglected and marginalised section of Indian society, 
facing neglect from the family as well as the government. It is therefore important to discuss about 
the problems faced by the community and also look into the the Transgender Bill, 2016 and bring 
out to what extent it will solve their issues. 

Directive word 

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to write in detail about the problems faced by transgenders in India. It also 
wants us to look into the Transgender Persons bill and express our opinion as to what extent the bill 
will resolve the issues faced by the community. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction- write a few introductory lines about the  Transgender persons in India- their 
population etc. e.g According to the 2011 Census, the number of persons who do not identify as 
‘male’ or ‘female’ but as ‘other’ stands at 4,87,803 (0.04% of the total population). 

Body- 

Discuss in points the problems faced by them. E.g The transgender communities are discriminated 
at all levels; rejected by society as well as the family; Apart from begging, the entire community is 
forced into sex work. The one reason for being forced into sex work is because unavailability of 
livelihood resources; constant denial of housing in housing societies and other areas leading them 
to being housed in slums; susceptibility to various sexual diseases, violence and discrimination; 
negligible political participation etc. 

Discuss the pros and limitations of the Transgender Persons bill. E.g it provides a modified definition 
of transgender persons in line with international norms; mandatory for any organisation employing 
transgender persons to designate an official to examine complaints of discrimination and other 
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grievances; comprehensive definition of discrimination;  The Bill prohibits discrimination against a 
transgender person in areas such as education, employment, and healthcare. It directs the central 
and state governments to provide welfare schemes in these areas etc; cons- section 377, which has 
been put down by the SC however; issues of reservation in jobs and politics have not been resolved 
by the bill etc. 

Conclusion– based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
Background:- 

• The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) conducted the first-ever nationwide survey of the transgender 
community in India and found that 92% of the people belonging to the community are subjected to economic 
exclusion. 

Problems faced by transgender persons  :- 
• Historical:- 

o Indian Penal Code enacted by the British recognised only two genders, creating a binary that never 
existed. 

o Over time, these constructs were absorbed in Indian society. The community has since faced extreme 
forms of violence for not conforming to socially dictated gender identities. 

• Poverty:- 
o In too many cases, this lack of legal protection translates into unemployment for transgender people. 

• Harassment and stigma:- 
o The community still faces considerable stigma . 
o They have to either resort to or are forced into begging or sex work since they remain socially 

circumscribed from other forms of employment. 
o When the Kochi Metro Rail Limited formally employed 23 transgender persons, eight of them 

dropped out after being unable to find suitable accommodation based on the monthly wages they 
drew (between Rs.9,000 and Rs.15,000). Many households were unwilling to let out their houses to 
them. 

o Despite recruited in government services like police ,principal etc they drop out due to immense 
pressure and insensivity by the public. 

o Sex work makes this community a high-risk group for HIV according to India’s National Aids Control 
Organisation (NACO), compounding the stigma they face  

o According to the NHRC data, 99% of the transgender community in India have faced social rejection. 
o Transgender persons cannot inhabit public spaces and command the same respect because their 

bodies themselves are considered as stigmatised presences. 
• Violence:- 

o The community, especially those who are a part of the ‘guru-chela’ structure in Hijra gharanas and 
practise the traditions of “mangti” and “badhai”, are often harassed, detained under begging 
prohibition laws, and forced into begging homes. 

• Barrier to healthcare:- 
o Face barriers to obtaining medically-necessary health services and encountering medical professionals 

who lacked transgender health care competency. 
• Identity Documents :- 

o The widespread lack of accurate identity documents among transgender people can have an impact 
on every area of their lives, including access to emergency housing or other public services. 

o The primary crisis faced by the transgender community is a denial of sexual citizenship. 
• Exclusion:- 

o In the case of transgender children, their families, unable to accept their status, subject them to 
domestic violence, which often compels these children to leave home. 

o Largely, they are estranged from their families, which removes them from one of the most primary 
forms of social legitimacy. As per the NHRC survey, only 2% of transgender persons in India live with 
their families. 

• Drawbacks in law:- 
o Transgender identity is not yet recognised in criminal law, whether as the third gender or as a self-

identified male or female. 
o There is also no clarity on the application of gender-specific laws to transgender persons. 
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• There are other issues that worry transgender persons such as their right to property, adoption, marriage, 
pension, and care for the old and the disabled. 

Transgender bill :- 
• The latest draft of the bill defines a transgender person as a person whose gender does not match with the 

gender assigned to that person at birth 
• The 2016 Bill says that no transgender shall be separated from parents or immediate family except on the 

order of a competent court in the interest of such a person and that if the family is unable to care for the 
person, the transgender should be placed in a rehabilitation centre. 

• The Bill defines a transgender person as one who is partly female or male; or a combination of female and 
male; or neither female nor male. In addition, the person’s gender must not match the gender assigned at 
birth, and includes trans-men, trans-women, persons with intersex variations and gender-queers 

• A transgender person must obtain a certificate of identity as proof of recognition of identity as a transgender 
person and to invoke rights under the Bill. Such a certificate would be granted by the District Magistrate on 
the recommendation of a Screening Committee. The Committee would comprise a medical officer, a 
psychologist or psychiatrist, a district welfare officer, a government official, and a transgender person. 

• The Bill prohibits discrimination against a transgender person in areas such as education, employment, and 
healthcare. It directs the central and state governments to provide welfare schemes in these areas. 
  

• Offences like compelling a transgender person to beg, denial of access to a public place, physical and sexual 
abuse, etc. would attract up to two years imprisonment and a fine. 

Issues with the bill: 
• Government, however, has refused to address two major issues – decriminalising homosexuality under 

Section 377 that directly concerns transgenders and reservation for transgender community in educational 
institutions and government organisations.  

• Absence of a definition of “discrimination”. 
• The Bill provides for the right of a transgender to ‘self perceived gender identity.’ But there are no such 

mechanisms provided for the enforcement of a right. No corresponding remedy has been provided for this 
right. 

• The right to self-determination of a transgender has been rightly recognized by the Supreme Court under right 
to life in Article 21 of the Constitution of India, but the objective means to achieve this has not been focused 
upon.  

• The appointment of the District Screening Committee is also against the NALSA judgement which recognized 
right to self-identity as an inalienable right under Article 21 of the Constitution of India 

• Similarly, the bill is silent in areas of health, affirmative action,and decriminalising activities that 
marginalised trans communities are compelled to undertake to eke out a living. There are also no penal 
provisions in the law to guard against the trans community being subjected to atrocities and to protect its 
members in prisons and juvenile homes. 

• Another shortcoming in the implementation which the Bill will face is lack of mechanism for representation of 
the transgenders. For example, as we have a National Commission for Women and for lower castes, a similar 
type of provision ought to be made here too. 

• Although the Bill may come into force, it may still not be effective due to lag in the authorities to act for the 
rights of the transgenders. 

• Further, some provisions of the Bill are also in conflict with the international conventions on transgenders. 
Solutions :- 

• Sensitising the workforce in protecting the rights and dignity of the community.  
• Implement transgender bill effectively :- 

o The Bill recommends the formation of a National Council for Transgender Persons that is tasked with 
monitoring and evaluating policies formulated for transgender persons. This may pave the way for 
fulfilling the community’s long-standing demand for representation in the Rajya Sabha. 

• Leading voices from the community have called for vocational programmes in creative fields, a 
recommendation made by the Standing Committee too. 

• There is need for a comprehensive survey on the socio-economic status of the community. 
• Transgender welfare boards are needed in different States. 
• Transgender persons should take part in the national Census to generate accurate data. 
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• Explicit policies on transgender-friendly registration and non-discrimination and healthcare workers need to 
be trained to provide non-judgmental care. 

• Standing committee recommendations:- 
o Recommended re-drafting the definition of a ‘transgender person’ to make it inclusive and accurate; 

providing for the definition of discrimination and setting up a grievance redress mechanism to 
address cases of discrimination and granting reservations to transgender persons.  

• There is a requirement of special courts which can deal with the offences against transgenders speedily and 
effectively. 

• The Supreme Court has held that the right to self-identification of gender is part of the right to dignity and 
autonomy under Article 21 of the Constitution. However, objective criteria may be required to determine 
one’s gender in order to be eligible for entitlements. 

• The Bill states that a person recognised as ‘transgender’ would have the right to self-perceived gender 
identity. However, it does not provide for the enforcement of such a right. A District Screening Committee 
would issue a certificate of identity to recognise transgender persons. 

• The Bill includes terms like ‘trans-men’, ‘trans-women’, persons with ‘intersex variations’ and ‘gender-queers’ 
in its definition of transgender persons. However, these terms have not been defined. Certain criminal and 
personal laws that are currently in force only recognise the genders of ‘man’ and ‘woman’. It is unclear how 
such laws would apply to transgender persons who may not identify with either of the two genders. 

 

Q) SDG 5 on gender equality is seen as a key goal, both in itself and for achieving other goals. 

In this context, critically examine how crucial gender equality is for food security ?  (250 words) 

Indian express 

Why this question 

Gender equality has several direct and indirect benefits and the article examines the role of gender 
equality in ensuring food security. This question is important to understand how critical the role of 
gender equality is. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to explain why gender equality is a key goal because of the direct and 
indirect benefits associated with it. Thereafter, we need to critically examine the role of gender 
equality in achieving food security. 

Directive word 

Critically examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get 
into details, and find out the causes or implications if any . When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to 
a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain about SDG5. 

Body – Explain that Women play key roles in food provisioning as producers, home food managers, 
and consumers. Explain their role as an produces , consumers and food managers. Discuss about 
feminization of agriculture and how that impacts food security. Thereafter examine the issues that 
hinder the contribution of women with respect to food security. Discuss issues such as lack of 
ownership of land etc. 

Conclusion – Give your view on the role that women have to play in ensuring food security and 
discuss way forward. 

Background :- 
• Gender equality is a fundamental and inviolable human right and women’s and girls’ empowerment is 

essential to expand economic growth, promote social development  
• The UN’s Food and Agriculture Organisation estimates that if women had the same access to productive 

resources as men, they could increase yields on their farms by 20-30%. This could raise total the agricultural 
output in developing countries by up to 4%, which could in turn reduce the number of hungry people in the 
world by 12–17% – that’s 100-150 million people. 
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• Goal 5 aims to eliminate all forms of discrimination and violence against women in the public and private 
spheres and to undertake reforms to give women equal rights to economic resources and access to ownership 
of property. 

Why SDG 5 on gender equality is a key goal :- 
• SDG 5 holds substantial potential for promoting food security. For success, it will need to create synergies with 

several other goals. 
• It has focus on women’s access to land and property, and natural resources. 

o Secure land rights for women can improve both their productivity as farmers and family nutritional 
allocations. 

• Women can obtain land via the family (especially inheritance), the market and the state. Target 5A only 
mentions inheritance laws, but since 86 per cent arable land in India is privately owned, gender equality in 
family land would improve tenure security for women farmers. 

• Also, SDG 5 mentions financial services. Affordable credit would help women farmers invest in necessary 
inputs. 

• Similarly, SDG 5 emphasises natural resources. Although it does not specify forests or fisheries, if policymakers 
so interpret it, it could enhance nutritional diversity, given women’s roles in forest food and fisheries. 

• Target 5.5 emphasises women’s participation in public life. Although it focuses on legislatures and village 
councils, this could be extended to community institutions managing forests and water. 

• All the SDGs depend on the achievement of Goal 5. Gender equality by 2030 requires urgent action to 
eliminate the many root causes of discrimination that still curtail women’s rights in private and public spheres. 

• Women have a critical role to play in all of the SDGs, with many targets specifically recognizing women’s 
equality and empowerment as both the objective, and as part of the solution. Goal 5 is known as the stand-
alone gender goal because it is dedicated to achieving these ends. 

Gender equality and food security :- 
• Women’s productivity depends crucially on access to land, which is highly gender unequal due to male bias in 

inheritance, government land transfers, and market access. Even in the southern states of Karnataka and 
Kerala, only 19-20 per cent of landowners are women. 

• As agriculture gets feminised, the challenge of dealing with climate change, which is predicted to greatly lower 
food-crop yields, will increasing fall on women. 

• Women constitute 46 per cent of workers in small-scale fisheries and 54 per cent in inland fisheries. Although 
marine products are harvested mainly by men, it is aquaculture which is more in women’s domain which is 
the fastest-growing, and predicted to provide over 50 per cent of fish consumed globally by 2020. 

• Problems women face to attain food security are:- 
o Unnoticed:- 

▪ According to Oxfam India, women are responsible for about 60-80% of food and 90% of dairy 
production, respectively. The work by women farmers, in crop cultivation, livestock 
management or at home, often goes unnoticed. 

o Government measures failure:- 
▪ Attempts by the government to impart them training in poultry, apiculture and rural 

handicrafts is trivial given their large numbers.  
▪ Women farmers have hardly any representation in society and are nowhere discernible in 

farmers’ organisations or in occasional protests. 
o Land ownership:- 

▪ Biggest challenge is the powerlessness of women in terms of claiming ownership of the land 
they have been cultivating. 

▪ In Census 2015, almost 86% of women farmers are devoid of this property right in land 
perhaps on account of the patriarchal set up in our society. 

o Lack of credit:- 
▪ Systemic barriers to finance, inputs, extension services and land rights have limited their 

potential and recognition as the mainstay of  agrarian ecosystem. 
▪ Notably, a lack of ownership of land does not allow women farmers to approach banks for 

institutional loans as banks usually consider land as collateral. 
o Size of landholdings:- 

▪ Declining size of land holdings may act as a deterrent due to lower net returns earned and 
technology adoption. 
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▪ Increased work burden with lower compensation is a key factor responsible for their 
marginalisation. 

o Less access to resources:- 
▪ Women generally have less access to resources and modern inputs (seeds, fertilizers, 

pesticides) to make farming more productive. 
▪ The Food and Agriculture Organisation says that equalising access to productive resources for 

female and male farmers could increase agricultural output in developing countries by as 
much as 2.5% to 4%.  

o Gender wage gap, males are usually the targeted beneficiaries of government’s largesse etc 
o Getting loans, participating in mandi panchayats, assessing and deciding the crop patterns, liaising 

with the district officials, bank managers and political representatives and bargaining for MSPs 
(minimum support prices), loans and subsidies still remain as male activities. 

o Women mostly tend to cluster in lower-paying jobs. 
o Migration:- 

▪ Over the last decade, as farming became less and less profitable and small and marginal 
farmers began migrating to cities, rural jobs for full-time women daily-wage labourers (those 
who do not own land but work at least 183 days in a year in someone’s farm) in the agricultural 
sector have shrunk alarmingly. 

▪ They have no choice with men moving to urban areas for work.  
o Farmer suicides:- 

▪ In 2014, according to the National Crime Records Bureau, of 8,007 farmer suicides, 441 were 
women. Also 577 women labourers committed suicide that year. 

o Lack of equipment:- 
▪ Designed farm tools available are mainly used by male farmers, and rural women are left to 

use traditional tools and procedures resulting in low efficiency, drudgery, occupational health 
risks, and low income.  

 

TOPIC: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc 

Q) What is Pacific Ring of Fire? Explain its relevance in the case of recent volcanic eruption in 

Indonesia ? (250 words) 

The hindu 

Why this question 

A recent volcano has erupted in Indonesia. From a GS1 perspective, we need to know about the ring 
of fire, which leads to several earthquakes and volcanoes in that region. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to explain about Ring of Fire and discuss why it leads to occurrence of several 
volcanoes and earthquakes in the region. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain that Pacific Ring of Fire is a horse shoe shaped basin area of pacific ocean 
which stretches from all the way from South America and North America to Japan and New Zealand 
on the other side of the ocean. it consists of continous series of oceanic trenches, volcanic arcs, 
volcanic belts and high tectonic plate movements. 

Body 

Discuss why ring of fire is the zone most prone to get volcanoes and earthquakes 

Explain that Indonesia sit along the Ring of Fire region, an area where most of the world’s volcanic 
eruptions occur. The Ring of Fire has seen a large amount of activity in recent days, but Indonesia 
has been hit hard due to its position on a large grid of tectonic plates. Indonesia is at the meeting 
point of three major continental plates – the Pacific, the Eurasian and the Indo-Australian plates – 
and the much smaller Philippine plate. As a result, several volcanoes on the Indonesian islands are 
prone to erupting. 
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Conclusion – Mention that the recent volcano is also a result of this. 
Pacific ring of fire:- 

• The Ring of Fire is a string of volcanoes and sites of seismic activity, or earthquakes, around the edges of the 
Pacific Ocean. 

• Roughly 90% of all earthquakes occur along the Ring of Fire, and the ring is dotted with 75% of all active 
volcanoes on Earth 

• The Ring of Fire is also home to hot spots, areas deep within the Earth’s mantle from which heat rises. This 
heat facilitates the melting of rock in the brittle, upper portion of the mantle. The melted rock, known as 
magma, often pushes through cracks in the crust to form volcanoes. 

• Ring of Fire stretches 25,000 miles. It goes from New Zealand up through Indonesia, the Philippines and Japan, 
and then across the Aleutian Islands and down the coasts of Alaska, Canada, the West Coast of the United 
States and all the way down to the tip of South America. 

• It’s largely the Pacific plate that makes up the majority of it. But the ring also includes the Philippine Sea plate, 
Juan de Fuca and Cocos plates, and the Nazca Plate. The tectonic plates fit together like a puzzle, but are 
constantly moving and colliding with each other, thus producing numerous earthquakes. 

• Many volcanoes in the Ring of Fire were created through a process of subduction. And most of the planet’s 
subduction zones happen to be located in the Ring of Fire.  

 
Relevance of recent volcanic eruption in Indonesia to Pacific ring of fire :- 

• Indonesia is particularly vulnerable to earthquakes and tsunamis because of its unlucky position on the world 
map. 
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• Indonesia sits along the “Pacific Ring of Fire” where several tectonic plates collide and many volcanic 
eruptions and earthquakes occur. 

• The country lies on the edge of three major continental plates – the Pacific, the Eurasian, the Indo-Australian 
plates and much smaller Philippine plate. 

• Indonesia has a record of some of the most deadly volcanic eruptions in history, and right now there are 
ongoing eruptions at the Agung, Sinabung and Dukono volcanoes. 

• Mount Soputan is one of 129 active volcanoes in Indonesia which lies on a vulnerable quake-hit zone called 
“the Pacific Ring of Fire”. 

• Anaka Krakatau volcano erupted and was followed by a wall of water that slammed the east side of Java, 
causing widespread destruction and death also belongs to ring of fire. These volcanoes are part of the Pacific 
“Ring of Fire” 

 

TOPIC: Changes in critical geographical features (including water bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and 

fauna and the effects of such changes. 

Q) Analyze the reasons behind the extra cold winters in parts of north India this year. (250 

words) 

Reference 
Reference 

Why this question 

This year has witnessed some of the lowest temperatures recorded in last two decades. India has 
seen severe cold in its northern states. It is therefore essential to examine the reasons behind the 
same. 

Directive word 

Analyze-here we  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the topic by separating it 
into component parts, and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to dig deep into the record low temperatures witnessed in the winter of this 
year across the northern states of India and bring out the reasons behind it, and any related 
phenomena. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– Write a few introductory lines about some of the lowest temperatures recorded this 
year’s winters. 

Body- 

Discuss as to why the temperatures are so low this time. E.g 

• Cold wave conditions form due to lack of western disturbances which are are extratropical 
storms that mostly appear during the winter months. They are called extratropical storms 
because they originate outside the tropics. They originate somewhere near the 
mediterranean sea and the Atlantic Ocean and are laden with moisture. Western 
disturbances create precipitation and bring down day temperatures, but night temperatures 
remain steady. 

• They change the wind patterns in the northern parts of India. Presence of an active western 
disturbance cold winds from the Himalayas continue to blow in to the northern parts of India 
thereby allowing the prevailing cold conditions to continue and intensify. 

• Once the western disturbances pass, day temperatures increase but night temperatures dip 
significantly.   Parts of the plains of north-west, central and west India encounter cold wave, 
fog and ground frost conditions etc. 

Conclusion– based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
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Background:- 
• North India continues to reel under a cold wave with temperatures dipping further in many locations. Various 

parts of the Kashmir Valley snow and the summer capital Srinagar recorded a temperature of minus 7.7 degree 
Celsius. 

Reasons behind extra cold winters in north India :- 
• Wind direction:- 

o Winter temperature in Delhi and for the whole of northwest India is governed primarily by the wind 
direction, which, in turn, is dependent on western disturbances. 

o The winds continue to blow in the same direction unless they are disturbed by some western 
disturbance.  

• Western disturbances:- 
o This dip is attributed to cold wave conditions prevailing over north-west India. Cold wave conditions 

form due to lack of western disturbances. 
o Western disturbances create precipitation and bring down day temperatures, but night temperatures 

remain steady. 
o They change the wind patterns in the northern parts of India. Without the presence of an active 

western disturbance cold winds from the Himalayas continue to blow in to the northern parts of India 
thereby allowing the prevailing cold conditions to continue and intensify. 

• Heavy snowfall :- 
o According to Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), heavy rain or snow and hailstorm are likely to 

occur at isolated places over Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand. With this isolated to scattered 
rainfall is also likely over parts of northwest India during next 48 hours. 

o Chances are that it is to intensify cold wave in north India. The snowfall in the hilly areas has increased 
the icy winds in parts of North India. 

• Due to global warming and climate change there is significant impact on the Arctic pole and the warmer the 
Arctic pole the impact on the southern latitudes is drastic with more chilly winters. 

• Also polar vertex is impacted leading to Arctic winds moving to impact much of the northern hemisphere. 
• Pollution has further intensified the cold wave as the air is trapped due to temperature inversion.. 
• Other common factors like Geography of the region i.e.. the region lacks moderating influence of sea being 

landlocked from all sides compared to its southern counterpart. 
Way forward:- 

• There is a need for the people to follow the latest NDMA guidelines regarding precautions to be taken during 
this cold wave. 

• As cold wave is already leading to many deaths the vulnerable people for instance homeless, old people, 
children etc need to be adequately taken care of. 
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