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General Studies-2; Topic– Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, 
conduct of business, powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

Issues Concerning Elections in India 

1) Introduction 

 India is the world’s largest democracy and Indian elections are a magnanimous democratic exercise. 

 Elections expresses the will of the people as well as the authority decided to be the driver of the 
society for a specified period of time. 

 But still there are several critical issues concerning elections in India. 

2) Electronic voting machines (EVMs) 

 Political parties continue to voice their concerns about malfunctioning of electronic voting 
machines (EVMs). 

 Out of 20 lakh machines in operation, a few hundred or thousand may malfunction. 

 As soon as defects are detected, the machines have to be replaced within half an hour, for which 
reserved machines are kept in place. 

 Recently, an EVM was found abandoned on a national highway in Rajasthan and another was found 
in an MLA’s house. Any lapse invites strict action against the staff, including suspension and even an 
FIR. 

3) Politicians with serious criminal charges contesting elections 

 Data from the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) indicate that 179 out of the 543 elected 
MPs in the present Lok Sabha have some kind of criminal case pending against them. 

 Former Chief Election Commissioner S.Y. Quraishi expressed disappointment with the Supreme 
Court for refusing to bar politicians with serious criminal charges from contesting elections. 

 For the last 20 years, the Election Commission has been demanding that people who face criminal 
cases of a serious nature, which are pending, should be debarred from contesting elections. 

 Even the Law Commission has demanded this. 

 Politicians argue that you are presumed innocent until proven guilty. 

 Another argument is that in politics, quite often the Opposition files false cases against opponents 
to defeat them judicially 

 There are four lakh prisoners in Indian jails today — 71% are undertrials. 

 Four of their fundamental rights are taken away: the right to liberty, freedom of movement, 
freedom of occupation, and freedom of dignity. And the legal right to vote as well. 

 If, under the presumption of innocence, their fundamental rights are taken away, then critics 
question about taking away the right to contest, which is not even a fundamental right. 

 Often the public blames the Election Commission for its ineffectiveness in keeping criminals out. 

 Disqualifying any candidate from contesting is the function of law. So Parliament must legislate on 
the matter. 

4) Hate speeches 

 There are concerns over the growing number of hate speeches by senior leaders. 

 This will have consequences: the image of the Commission will get eroded 

 Political leaders must evolve a code of self-discipline known as the model code of conduct. 

 This must be followed in letter and spirit. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/


                              Insights Mindmaps 
 

www.insightsonindia.com  Page 2                                                      www.insightsias.com  

5) Role of the Governor 

 Recently Jammu & Kashmir governor unexpectedly dissolved the state legislative assembly. 

 In the present context, when Governors have become too political, the powers of the Governor 
should be clearly defined, according to the recommendations of the Sarkaria Commission. 

 They should invite the party with the largest numbers to form the government, failing which [they 
should invite] the combination of parties claiming the largest numbers. 

 In the famous Bommai judgment, the Supreme Court had clearly held that the question of majority 
can only be tested on the floor of the House, not in a Raj Bhavan. 

6) Electoral Bonds 

 Cash donations have been replaced by banking transactions. 

 Electoral bonds have made the whole transaction secretive and opaque. 

 Only the government knows who gave how much to which party. 

  S.Y. Quraishi has suggested a National Electoral Fund to which all donors can contribute. 

 State funding of political parties as proposed by Indrajit Gupta Committee will ensure a level 
playing field for all the parties. 

7) Paid News during Elections 

 The Election Commission of India has detected hundreds of cases where politicians paid 
newspapers or TV channels to carry favourable reports. 

 ECI holds that paid news plays a very vitiating role in the context of free and fair elections. 

 ECI suggested that paid news be made an electoral offence under the RPA. 

 A Law Commission report from 2015 also recommends amending the RPA to this effect. 

 Preserving India’s democratic values depends on cracking down on candidates who mislead the 
electorate through paid news. 

8) Simultaneous Elections 

 Political parties are divided on the issue of holding simultaneous elections. 

 The argument in favour of simultaneous elections is the idea of “one nation, one election”. 

 The Argument against Simultaneous Elections is that It is against the constitutional fabric and it 
would be impractical. 

 An analysis by IDFC institute shows that on average, there is a 77% chance that the Indian voter will 
vote for the same party for both the State and Centre when elections are held simultaneously. 

 Law Commission of India recommended simultaneous elections to Lok Sabha and State Legislative. 

 The Election Commission has also extended its in-principle support for the simultaneous elections. 

 Any changes must require both a constitutional amendment and judicial approval that they do not 
violate the “basic structure” of the Constitution. 
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