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1. ART & CULTURE 

 

1. With reference to Giddha, Ghoomar and Garba, consider the following statements: 

1. All three dances are primarily performed by women only 

2. All three are folk dances 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: b) 

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/performingart.php  

First statement is wrong because Garba is performed equally by both men and women. Other two 

dances are primarily performed by women. 

 

2. Which of the following dances is/are NOT classical dance/s ? 

1. Sattriya 

2. Yakshagana 

3. Theyyam 

4. Manipuri 

Select the correct answer using codes below: 

(a) 1 and 3 Only 

(b) 1,2 and 3 Only 

(c) 2 and 3 Only 

(d) 3 Only 

  

Solution: c) 

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/performingart.php  

There are seven major classical dance styles — Bharatnatyam from Tamil Nadu and Karnataka, 

Kathakali, a classical dance-drama from Kerala, Manipuri from Manipur, Kathak from Uttar Pradesh, 

Odissi from Orissa, and Kuchipudi from Andhra Pradesh and Sattriya from Assam which has recently 

been included in the fold of Classical Dances. Add to this Mohiniyattam too. 

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/performingart.php
http://ccrtindia.gov.in/performingart.php
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There are also several forms of dance-drama or folk theatre, such as the Nautanki of Rajasthan, Uttar 

Pradesh and Bihar, the Bhavai of Gujarat, the irreverent Tamasha of Maharashtra , the Bengali Jatra, 

the spectacular Yakshagana of Karnataka and Theyyam of Kerala, all of which narrate legends of local 

heroes, kings and deities. 

 

3. With reference to Meera Bai, consider the following statements: 

1. She wrote in in Gujarati, Rajasthani and Hindi languages 

2. She was the only major feminine force who was part of the socio-religious awakening of 

the early eighteenth century 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: a) 

First statement is correct (Source: http://ccrtindia.gov.in/literaryarts.php#women_poets_of_bhakti)  

Second statement is incorrect: She was part of Bhakti movement during 1498-1546. 

Meera Bai was born into a Rajput royal Rathore family of Merta, Rajasthan, India. She is mentioned 

in Bhaktamal, confirming that she was widely known and a cherished figure in the Bhakti movement 

culture by about 1600 CE. 

 

4. Which of the following is/are NOT ancient treatises on music? 

1. Natya Sastra of Bharata 

2. Sangeeta Ratnakara of Sharangadeva 

3. Brihaddesi of Matanga 

4. Sangeet Sudhakara of Haripala 

Select the correct answer using codes below: 

(a) 1 and 3 Only 

(b) 3 Only 

(c) 1 Only 

(d) All are ancient treatises on music 

  

Solution: d) 

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/carnaticclassicalmusic.php  

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/literaryarts.php#women_poets_of_bhakti
http://ccrtindia.gov.in/carnaticclassicalmusic.php
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The earliest treatise we have on music is the Natya Sastra of Bharata. Other treatises on music after 

Bharata, such as the Brihaddesi of Matanga, Sangeeta Ratnakara of Sharangadeva, Sangeet 

Sudhakara of Haripala, Swaramelakalanidhi of Ramamatya, etc., provide us a fund of information 

about the different aspects of music and its development during the different periods 

 

5. The advent of Purandaradasa, in the year 1484, marked a very important landmark in the 

development of 

(a) Carnatic music 

(b) Hindustani music 

(c) Tamil literature 

(d) Kannada literature 

  

Solution: a) 

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/carnaticclassicalmusic.php  

The advent of Purandaradasa, in the year 1484, marked a very important landmark in the 

development of Carnatic music. He effected such a thorough systematisation and refinement in the 

art, that, up to the present day, it has remained the same. He has been justly termed as “Carnatic 

Sangeeta Pitamaha”. He was not merely a composer but a Lakshanakara of the highest calibre. The 

system of South Indian Music, as we have it now, is entirely his gift to posterity. He introduced the 

Malavagowla scale as the basic scale for music instruction. He also framed graded exercises, forming 

part of the series of lessons to beginners of music. This system prevails even today in the teaching of 

music. The Svaravalis, Janta varisas, the Suladi Sapta tala alankaras and gitams, composed by 

Purandaradasa, form the basis for mastery in the art. Among the compositional types, he has to his 

credit numerous lakshya gitams and lakshna gitams, tana varnams, tillanas, suladis, ugabhogas, 

vritta namas and kirtanas. His kirtanas are popularly referred to as Dasara Padas or Devarnamas. 

 

6. With reference to the dancing girl statue found in the Indus Valley Civilisation, consider the 

following statements: 

1. It was found at Mohenjo Daro 

2. It is made up of bronze 

3. It is held by the Mohenjo Daro Museum, Sindh 

Select the correct answer using codes below: 

(a) 2 and 3 Only 

(b) 1 and 2 Only 

(c) 1 Only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/carnaticclassicalmusic.php


INSIGHTS QUIZ ON STATIC SYLLABUS 

© INSIGHTS ACTIVE LEARNING 6  www.insightsias.com 

Solution: b) 

The bronze dancing girl of the same period discovered at Mohenjodaro is perhaps the greatest 

surviving achievement of the metal work of the Harappan age. This world-famous figure shows a 

female dancing figure standing as if relaxing after a dance number, with her right hand on her hip 

and the left dangling free. She wears a large number of bangles, probably made of bone or ivory on 

her left arm together with a couple of pairs on her right arm. 

The statuette is a great master piece of the art of the metal craftsman of the period who knew the 

art of bronze casting in the cire perdue or lost-wax process 

The statuette was discovered by British archaeologist Ernest Mackay in 1926, prior to the Partition 

of India. It is held by the National Museum, New Delhi, and ownership is disputed by Pakistan. 

 

7. With reference to Indus Valley Civilization’s Shiva Pashupati seal, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Animals found on this seal include deer, a rhino, a buffalo, an elephant and a tiger 

2. The seal is made up of bronze 

3. The seal throws light on religious aspects of the Indus Valley Civilisation 

Which of the above statemets is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 and 3 Only 

(b) 2 and 3 Only 

(c) 1 Only 

(d) 3 Only 

  

Solution: a) 

The seal shows a seated figure of a Yogi, probably Shiva Pashupati, surrounded by four animals – a 

rhino, a buffalo, an elephant and a tiger. There are two deer shown under the throne. Pashupati 

means the lord of animals. This seal may throw light on the religion of the Harappan age. Most of 

these seals have a knob at the back through which runs a hole and it is believed that they were used 

by different guilds or merchants and traders for stamping purposes. When not in use they could be 

worn round the neck or the arm like an amulet. 

A fine example of an animal study shows a humped Brahmini bull of great strength and vigour. It is 

a great artistic achievement of that early date. The modelling of the fleshy part of the bull’s body is 

very realistically depicted. 

There are small seals of intricate workmanship and of great artistic merit, astonishing examples of 

the artistic skill of the sculptors. Such exquisite works of art could not have come about overnight 

and clearly suggest a long previous tradition. 
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8. With reference to Lauria Nandangarh, consider the following statements: 

1. This place is known for Ashokan pillar 

2. It is situated near the banks of the Burhi Gandak River 

3. It is a historical site located in Bihar 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 and 2 Only 

(b) 2 and 3 Only 

(c) 1 and 3 Only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: d) 

Lauria Nandangarh is a City/town about 14 km from Narkatiaganj (shikarpur) and 28 km from Bettiah 

in West Champaran district of Bihar state in northern India. It is situated near the banks of the Burhi 

Gandak River. The village draws its name from a pillar (laur) of Ashoka standing there and the stupa 

mound Nandangarh (variant Nanadgarh) about 2 km south-west of the pillar. Lauriya Nandangarh is 

a historical site located in West Champaran district of Bihar. Remains of Mauryan period have been 

found here. 

 

9. With reference to the lion-capital found at Sarnath, consider the following statements: 

1. It is a monolithic statue 

2. It represents four roaring lions back to back facing the four cardinal directions. 

3. It represents the international nature of Mauryan art 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 2 Only 

(b) 2 and 3 Only 

(c) 1 and 3 Only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: d) 

The most remarkable of them all is the highly polished monolithic lion-capital found at Sarnath, 

which is now the Emblem of the Government of India. It represents four roaring lions back to back 

facing the four cardinal directions. The round abacus is decorated with four dharmachakras or 

wheels of law, alternating with an elephant, a bull, a horse and a lion, all carved with masterly skill. 

The abacus is supported by a bell-shaped base consisting of a lotus with dharmachakra, which 

perhaps symbolized the victory of righteousness over physical force. The superb modelling of the 
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figures executed in a realistic manner with a certain stylization, is invested with a great power and 

dignity, and reveals the aristocratic and international nature of Mauryan art. 

 

10. The famous Bharhut stupa and related arts found in the region represent 

(a) Mauryan Art 

(b) Sunga Art 

(c) Gupta Art 

(d) Nanda Art 

  

Solution: b) 

After the decline of the Mauryan empire, the Sungas succeeded to power in circa 185 B.C. They ruled 

the central and eastern parts of Northern India. Their native style, distinguished by its simplicity and 

folk appeal is best represented in monolithic free standing sculptures of Yakshas and Yakshis, 

discovered from Gwalior and Mathura; and the fragments of the beautifully carved gate and railings 

of the Buddhist stupa at Bharhut, now preserved in the Indian Museum, Calcutta. The narrative art 

of Bharhut, depicting Jatakas of Buddha’s previous birth in sculptures, the decorative art of Sanchi 

and the Jain Stupa of Mathura belong to the same tradition. They all have an echo of wood 

construction and the style of the sculptures seems related to carving in wood or ivory, basically the 

exploitation and elaboration of a flat surface, governed by the law of frontality as distinct from 

‘perspective’ presentation. Whether it is the representation of Buddha by his lotus feet, an empty 

throne, a pair of fly whisks or the triratna symbol, or the nativity of Maya Devi by the two elephants 

elegantly giving an Abhisheka or bath to the new born, pouring water from thekalasha or jars, the 

language employed by the artist is that of symbols. 

 

11. With reference to the Buddhist Stupa and its features, consider the following statements: 

1. It comprises a a hemispherical dome into which one can enter and worship Buddha’s relics 

2. Only at Nagarjunakonda one can find fully intact Buddhist Stupa south of Godavari River 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: d) 

The Buddhist Stupa is another form of architecture, comprising a hemispherical dome, a solid 

structure into which one cannot enter. 

Second statement is wrong as Stupa is not fully intact. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagarjunakonda#/media/File:Panaromic_view_of_the_buddha_stat

ue_and_other_monuments.jpg  

Nagarjunakonda (meaning Nagarjuna Hill) is a historical Buddhist town, now an island located near 

Nagarjuna Sagar in Guntur district, Andhra Pradesh, India. It is 160 km west side of another important 

historic site Amaravathi. It is one of India’s richest Buddhist sites, known in the ancient times as Sri 

Parvata. It now lies almost entirely under the Nagarjunasagar Dam. It is named after Nagarjuna, a 

southern Indian master of Mahayana Buddhism who lived in the 2nd century AD, who is believed to 

have been responsible for the Buddhist activity in the area. The site was once the location of many 

Buddhist universities and monasteries, attracting students from as far as China, Gandhara, Bengal 

and Sri Lanka. The Buddhist archaeological sites there were submerged, and had to later be dug up 

and transferred to higher land on the hill, which had become an island. 

 

12. Where do you find famous rock cut temple – the Draupadi Ratha ? 

(a) Ellora 

(b) Mahabalipuram 

(c) Elephanta 

(d) Badami 

  

Solution: b) 

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/templearchitecture.php  

It is in Mahabalipuram. There are other Rathas for all Pandavas. 

One of these rock cut temples is known as the Draupadi Ratha.  It is a rock cut imitation of a mud 

hut, supported by wooden posts, crowned by an imitation of a thatched roof. The Draupadi Ratha 

consists of a square cell, with not even a portico, surmounted by a. hanging roof suggestive in its 

shape of a Bengali hut. There is every reason to believe that this, like so many other forms of 

structural Indian architecture is an imitation of a proto-type construction of bamboo and thatch. Two 

lovely girls adorn the entrance, each carved in a small niche provided for the purpose on either side 

of the entrance. A floral decoration runs along the edge of the roof which, according to some, is 

nothing but a rock cut representation of the original brass or copper edging over the thatching to 

keep it in position. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Draupadi_Ratha#/media/File:10_._goddess_mahishasura_durga_on

_east_wall_;_one_can_see_the_head_of_the_nandi_,_adjacent_arjuna_ratha_%26_sahadeva_rat

ha_at_the_back.JPG  

 

13. With reference to the Dhamekh stupa at Sarnath, consider the fowlloing statements: 

1. It belongs to the Gupta age 

2. This Stupa is said to mark the spot where the Buddha gave the first sermon to his first five 

brahmin disciples after attaining enlightenment 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagarjunakonda#/media/File:Panaromic_view_of_the_buddha_statue_and_other_monuments.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagarjunakonda#/media/File:Panaromic_view_of_the_buddha_statue_and_other_monuments.jpg
http://ccrtindia.gov.in/templearchitecture.php
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Draupadi_Ratha#/media/File:10_._goddess_mahishasura_durga_on_east_wall_;_one_can_see_the_head_of_the_nandi_,_adjacent_arjuna_ratha_%26_sahadeva_ratha_at_the_back.JPG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Draupadi_Ratha#/media/File:10_._goddess_mahishasura_durga_on_east_wall_;_one_can_see_the_head_of_the_nandi_,_adjacent_arjuna_ratha_%26_sahadeva_ratha_at_the_back.JPG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Draupadi_Ratha#/media/File:10_._goddess_mahishasura_durga_on_east_wall_;_one_can_see_the_head_of_the_nandi_,_adjacent_arjuna_ratha_%26_sahadeva_ratha_at_the_back.JPG
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Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c) 

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/templearchitecture.php  

The Dhamekh stupa at Sarnath is an imposing cylindrical structure (ht. 43.5 m., dia at base 28.3 m.) 

of the Gupta age, partly built of stone and partly of brick. Its stone basement has eight projecting 

faces with large niches for statuary and is further adorned with delicately-carved floral and 

geometrical patterns. Making the holy spot of the enlightenment of the Master, this site is looked 

upon with, greatest sanctity and became a flourishing Buddhist establishment with numerous 

temples, stupas and monasteries. According to tradition a large number of shrines and memorials 

were created at the site to commemorate the incidents before and after enlightenment. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Dhamek_Stupa,_Sarnath.jpg  

 

14. Consider the following statements: 

1. Both Chinese Pilgrims Huien Tsang and Fa-hien studied at Nalanda 

2. Nalanda was an important centre of Pala sculptures and bronzes 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c) 

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/templearchitecture.php  

According to literary tradition, Nalanda, 10 kilometres north of Rajgir and a suburb of the ancient 

city, was visited by Buddha and Mahavira. Ashoka is said to have worshipped at the chaitya-niches 

of Sariputra, Buddha’s disciple, and erected a temple. By the time of Harsha  A.D. 606-648, Nalanda 

had become the principal centre of Mahayana learning and a famed University town with numerous 

shrines and monasteries which attracted scholars from far and near. The Chinese Pilgrims Huien 

Tsang and Fa-hien studied at Nalanda and have left account of the settlement and its life. 

Nalanda was an important centre of Pala sculptures and bronzes and has also yielded seals and 

sealings of great historical significance. 

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/templearchitecture.php
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Dhamek_Stupa,_Sarnath.jpg
http://ccrtindia.gov.in/templearchitecture.php
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15. The Rajarani temple in Odisha is said to be a masterpiece of Indian architecture. COnsider the 

following statements: 

1. It is located in Bhubaneshwar 

2. This temple is devoted to Lord Shiva 

3. The Khajuraho temples have similar architecture 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 and 2 Only 

(b) 2 and 3 Only 

(c) 1 and 3 Only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: c) 

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/templearchitecture.php  

A masterpiece of Indian architecture is the Rajarani temple of Bhubaneswar, a work of exquisite 

grace in which the masses of the Jagamohana and the Vimana are admirably combined to express 

perfection. There is a very lovely beehive shaped tower rising from the ground with a gentle 

curvature over the sanctum sanctorum 

Rajarani Temple roughly belongs to the same period as the Jagannath Temple at Puri. The 

architecture of other temples in central India originated from the temple. The notable ones in the 

category are the Khajuraho temples and Totesvara Mahadeo temple in Kadawa. 

The temple is believed to have been known originally as Indreswara. It is locally known as a “love 

temple” because of the erotic carvings of women and couples in the temple. 

 

16. Which of the following architectural marvels is/are contributions of Rashtrakutas ? 

1. Kailasa temple at Ellora 

2. The cave-shrine at Elephanta 

3. Kandariya Mahadev temple at Khajuraho 

Select the correct answer using codes below: 

(a) 1 and 3 Only 

(b) 1 and 2 Only 

(c) 2 and 3 Only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: b) 

Third one belongs to Chandella kings. 

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/templearchitecture.php
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The Chandellas, who ruled from 950 to 1100 A.D. constructed towering temples in central India, like 

the Kandariya Mahadev temple at Khajuraho. These were sculpted with human representations of 

endless variety. The sculptor here preferred the slender taller figures with a considerable 

accentuation of linear details. 

A charming specimen of the Chandella art of the 11th century is this figure of a woman writing a love 

letter. Behind her right shoulder are the fingernails marks inflicted by her lover, while embracing her. 

Recalling the pleasures of which she had experienced in union with her lover and longing for another 

meeting with him she is prompted to write a love letter. On either side of her stands an attendant. 

First Two belong to Rashtrakutas 

In the middle of the 8th century the Rashtrakutas wrested power from the Chalukyas. They created 

the greatest wonder of medieval Indian art in their Kailasa temple at Ellora. Quarried out of a hill 

and solid rocks, it is sculptured on a grand scale. The bold and magnificent carving in this temple 

shows the Rashtrakuta style of tall and powerfully built figures, reflecting with spiritual and physical 

poise. 

The cave-shrine at Elephanta is another great monument of the Rashtrakutas, which contains the 

famous Mahishamurti. The three heads emanating from one and the same body represent three 

different aspects of Lord Shiva. 

 

17. The famous Kalpasutra and the Kalakacharya-Katha belongs to 

(a) Jainism 

(b) Buddhism 

(c) Hinduism 

(d) Javanese Hinduism 

  

Solution: a) 

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/miniaturepainting.php  

The Kalpasutra and the Kalakacharya-Katha, the two very popular Jain texts were repeatedly 

written and illustrated with paintings. Some notable examples are the manuscripts of the Kalpasutra 

in the Devasano pado Bhandar at Ahmedabad, the Kalpasutra and Kalakacharya-Katha of about 

1400 A.D. in the Prince of Wales Museum. Bombay and the Kalpasutra dated 1439 A.D. executed in 

Mandu, now in the National Museum, New Delhi and the Kalpasutrawritten and painted in Jaunpur 

in 1465 A.D. 

 

18. Consider the following statements: 

1. Aurangzeb was a puritan and therefore was a great patron of Islamic art 

2. Shah Jahan had great fascination for nature and took delight in the portraiture of birds, 

animals and flowers 

 

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/miniaturepainting.php
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Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: d) 

Second statement is about Jehangir (it was a distinct style that developed under his patronage) 

Under Jahangir, painting acquired greater charm, refinement and dignity. He had great fascination 

for nature and took delight in the portraiture of birds, animals and flowers. Some important 

manuscripts illustrated during his period are, an animal fable book called Ayar-i-Danish, the leaves 

of which are in the Cowasji Jahangir collection, Bombay and the Chester Beatty Library, Dublin, and 

the Anwar-i-sunavli, another fable book in the British Museum, London, both executed between 

1603-10, some miniatures in the Gulistan and a Diwan of Hafiz both in the British Museum. Besides 

a number of durbar scenes, portraits, bird, animal and flower studies were also executed during his 

period. The famous painters of Jahangir are Aqa Riza, Abul Hasan, Mansur, Bishan Das, Manohar, 

Goverdhan, Balchand, Daulat, Mukhlis, Bhim and Inayat. 

First statement is wrong: Aurangzeb was against art. 

Aurangzeb was a puritan and therefore did not encourage art. Painting declined during his period 

and lost much of its earlier quality. A large number of court painters migrated to the provincial courts. 

 

19. Which of the following is/are considered as miniature paintings ? 

1. Malwa 

2. Tanjore 

3. Pala 

4. Bundi 

Select the correct answer using codes below: 

(a) 1 and 2 Only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 Only 

(c) 2 and 3 Only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  

Solution: d) 

All are part of miniature painting culture 

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/miniaturepainting.php  

 

http://ccrtindia.gov.in/miniaturepainting.php
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20. Which of the following Buddhist mudras signifies offering, welcome, charity, giving, 

compassion and sincerity ? 

(a) Varadamudrā 

(b) Dharmachakra Mudra 

(c) Vitara Mudra 

(d) Abhaya Mudra 

  

Solution: a) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mudra#Common_Buddhist_mudr%C4%81s  

The Varadamudrā “generosity gesture” signifies offering, welcome, charity, giving, compassion and 

sincerity. It is nearly always shown made with the left hand by a revered figure devoted to human 

salvation from greed, anger and delusion. It can be made with the arm crooked and the palm offered 

slightly turned up or in the case of the arm facing down the palm presented with the fingers upright 

or slightly bent. The Varada mudrā is rarely seen without another mudra used by the right hand, 

typically abhaya mudrā. It is often confused with vitarka mudrā, which it closely resembles. In China 

and Japan during the Northern Wei and Asuka periods, respectively, the fingers are stiff and then 

gradually begin to loosen as it developed over time, eventually leading to the Tang dynasty standard 

where the fingers are naturally curved. 

 

21. Which of the following Buddhist movements is characterized by a grandiose cosmology, often 

complex ritualism, paradoxical metaphysics, and universal ethics ? 

(a) Mahayana 

(b) Hinayana 

(c) Theravada 

(d) Lamaism 

  

Solution: a) 

Mahayana, (Sanskrit: “Greater Vehicle”) movement that arose within Indian Buddhism around the 

beginning of the Common Era and became by the 9th century the dominant influence on the 

Buddhist cultures of Central and East Asia, which it remains today. It spread at one point also to 

Southeast Asia, including Myanmar (Burma) and Sri Lanka, but has not survived there. The movement 

is characterized by a grandiose cosmology, often complex ritualism, paradoxical metaphysics, and 

universal ethics. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Mahayana  

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mudra#Common_Buddhist_mudr%C4%81s
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Mahayana
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22. Consider the following statements: 

1. The national motto of India, ‘Satyameva Jayate’ inscribed below the Emblem of India is 

taken from Chandogya Upanishad 

2. The Words ‘Satyameva Jayate’ were originally inscribed on the Lion Capital of Ashoka 

around 250 BCE 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: d) 

Satyameva Jayate is a mantra from the ancient Indian scripture Mundaka Upanishad. Following the 

independence of India, it was adopted as the national motto of India in 26 January 1950. It is 

inscribed in script at the base of the national emblem. The emblem and the words “Satyameva 

Jayate” are inscribed on one side of all Indian currency. The emblem is an adaptation of the Lion 

Capital of Ashoka which was erected around 250 BCE at Sarnath, near Varanasi in the north Indian 

state of Uttar Pradesh. It is inscribed on all currency notes and national documents. 

 

23. Consider the following statements: 

1. The fundamental tenet of Jain doctrine is that all phenomena are linked in a universal 

chain of cause and effect 

2. According to Jainism, to be free from the shackles of karma, a person must stop the influx 

of new karmas and eliminate the acquired ones 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c) 

The fundamental tenet of Jain doctrine is that all phenomena are linked in a universal chain of cause 

and effect. Every event has a definite cause. By nature each soul is pure, possessing infinite 

knowledge, bliss, and power; however, these faculties are restricted throughout time by the soul’s 

contact with matter. This matter, which produces the chain of cause and effect, of birth and death, 

is karma, an atomic substance and not a process, as it is in Hinduism and Buddhism. To be free from 

the shackles of karma, a person must stop the influx of new karmas and eliminate the acquired ones. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Jainism#ref59017  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Jainism#ref59017
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24. Which of the following contains the Buddha’s sermons ? 

(a) Vinaya Pitaka 

(b) Sutta Pitaka 

(c) Abhidhamma Pitaka 

(d) All of the above 

  

Solution: b) 

Despite these vicissitudes, Buddhism did not abandon its basic principles. Instead, they were 

reinterpreted, rethought, and reformulated in a process that led to the creation of a great body of 

literature. This literature includes the Pali Tipitaka (“Three Baskets”)—the Sutta Pitaka (“Basket of 

Discourse”), which contains the Buddha’s sermons; the Vinaya Pitaka (“Basket of Discipline”), which 

contains the rule governing the monastic order; and the Abhidhamma Pitaka (“Basket of Special 

[Further] Doctrine”), which contains doctrinal systematizations and summaries. 

 

25. Consider the following statements: 

1. From the first sermon of the Buddha at Sarnath to the most recent derivations, there is an 

indisputable continuity in Buddhist basic principles 

2. Buddhist Tipitaka are written in Pali language 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c) 

This literature includes the Pali Tipitaka (“Three Baskets”)—the Sutta Pitaka (“Basket of Discourse”), 

which contains the Buddha’s sermons; the Vinaya Pitaka (“Basket of Discipline”), which contains the 

rule governing the monastic order; and the Abhidhamma Pitaka (“Basket of Special [Further] 

Doctrine”), which contains doctrinal systematizations and summaries. These Pali texts have served 

as the basis for a long and very rich tradition of commentaries that were written and preserved by 

adherents of the Theravada community. 

The Mahayana and Vajrayana traditions have accepted as Buddhavachana (“the word of the 

Buddha”) many other sutras and tantras, along with extensive treatises and commentaries based on 

these texts. Consequently, from the first sermon of the Buddha at Sarnath to the most recent 

derivations, there is an indisputable continuity—a development or metamorphosis around a central 

nucleus—by virtue of which Buddhism is differentiated from other religions. 
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2. INDIAN NATIONAL MOVEMENT 

 

26. In the 1857 Revolt, Sepoys who mutinied were unhappy with 

1. Their emoluments 

2. Conversions to Christianity 

3. Crossing the sea 

4. Racism 

5. Losing their caste identity 

6. Discrimination compared to their British counterparts 

Select the correct answer using codes below: 

(a) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 Only 

(b) 1, 2 and 6 Only 

(c) 2, 3, 5 and 6 Only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 

  

Solution: d) 

India’s Struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra, Chapter – 1 

All are correct. 

The unhappiness of the sepoys first surfaced in 1824 when the 47th Regiment at Barrackpur was 

ordered to go to Burma. To the religious Hindu, crossing the sea meant loss of caste. 

The rumours about the Government’s secret designs to promote conversions to Christianity further 

exasperated the sepoys. 

The reports about the mixing of bone dust in atta and the introduction of the Enfield rifle enhanced 

the sepoys’ growing disaffection with the Government. 

The sepoys’ discontent was not limited to religion alone. They were equally unhappy with their 

emoluments. 

What was more galling was the sense of deprivation compared to his British counterparts.  He was 

made  to feel a subordinate at every step and was discriminated against racially and in matters of 

promotion and privileges. 
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27. It is said that the recognition of Bahadur Shah as the emperor and subsequent court 

proceedings during the 1857 Revolt was a sort of constitutional monarchical 

milocracy. What does constitutional monarchical milocracy imply ? 

(a) A rule by a defunct monarch aided by his nobles but elected by people 

(b) A court with a council of soldiers headed by a monarch who was also their 

military commander 

(c) A court where all functionaries are elected but work under a hereditary monarch 

(d) None of the above 

  

Solution: d) 

India’s Struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra, Chapter – 1, 

It seems to have been a sort of constitutional monarchical milocracy. The King was king and honoured 

as such like a constitutional monarch; but instead of a parliament, he had a council of soldiers in 

whom power rested and of whom he was in no degree a military commander. In other centres, also 

attempts were made to bring about an organization. 

 

28. During the18th century, the ruin of Indian handicraft industries took place due to: 

1. Industrial revolution in Britain 

2. Imposition of free trade in India 

3. Arrival of machines to Indian handicraft industries 

4. Disappearance of traditional patrons and buyers 

5. Levy of discriminatory tariffs against Indian goods in Britain 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1, 2, 4 and 5 Only 

(b) 2, 3, 4 and 5 Only 

(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5 Only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

  

Solution: a) 

India’s Struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra, Chapter – 2 

Machines arrived bit late to India. Hence first statement is incorrect (note 18th century in the 

question) However, machine produced goods from Britain ruined handicrafts in India. 

Other reasons are correct. 

The ruin of Indian handicraft industries, as a result of the imposition of free trade in India and levy of 

discriminatory tariffs against Indian goods in Britain, pauperized millions of artisans. The misery of 
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the artisans was further compounded by the disappearance of their traditional patrons and buyers, 

the princes, chieftains, and zamindars. 

 

29. The Revolt of 1857 did not spread to South India and most of Eastern and Western 

India because of 

(a) Lack of railway network in these regions 

(b) The suppression of the civil rebellions by the British before 1857 Revolt 

(c) Lack of knowledge of Urdu, Arabic and Hindi in these regions 

(d) None of the above 

  

Solution: b) 

India’s Struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra, Chapter – 2 

The suppression of the civil rebellions was a major reason why the Revolt of 1857 did not spread to 

South India and most of Eastern and Western India.  Through suppressions British made sure that 

there was no active participation by any section of the society in the 1857 Revolt. 

 

30. During the Santhal Uprising, Santhals made a determined attempt to expel the 

dikus. With reference to the dikus, consider the following statements: 

1. Dikus were a minor tribal group that had cultural differences with the Santhals 

2. Diku tribes conspired with the British to exploit abundant natural resources of 

the Santhal region 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: d) 

India’s Struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra, Chapter – 2 

The word Dikus means outsiders. Dikus were the people who made the tribal people depend on 

them, thereby causing them a lot of misery and suffering. The outsiders consist of traders and money 

lenders, who can come into the forest . They used to sell the goods not produced in the forests and 

offer cash loans with high rate of interests. 
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31. With reference to  the Indigo Revolt of 1859-60, consider the following statements: 

1. The enforcement of forced and fraudulent contracts by the Zamindars was one of 

the main reasons for this revolt 

2. One fallout of the revolt was that cultivation of indigo was virtually wiped out 

from the districts of Bengal by the end of 1860 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: b) 

India’s struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra Chapter – 3 

First statement is wrong as it was the British planters who enforced these contracts (not Zamindars) 

The indigo planters, nearly all Europeans, compelled the tenants to grow indigo which they processed 

in factories set up in rural (mofussil) areas.  The planters forced the peasants to take a meager 

amount as advance and enter into fraudulent contracts. The price paid for the indigo plants was far 

below the market price. 

The planters could not withstand the united resistance of the ryots, and they gradually began to close 

their factories. The cultivation of indigo was virtually wiped out from the districts of Bengal by the 

end of 1860. 

 

32. Neel Darpan, which gained great fame for vividly portraying the oppression by the 

Indigo planters, is written by 

(a) Michael Madhusudan Dutt 

(b) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay 

(c) Dinabandhu Mitra 

(d) Premendra Mitra 

  

Solution: c) 

India’s struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra Chapter – 3 

Dinabandhu Mitra is primarily known for his play about the plight of indigo farmers Nil Darpan. The 

Indigo Revolt (1858) or Nilbidraha in Bengali was the revolt of the indigo farmers against the indigo 

planters. It was just one year after the Sepoy Revolt Bengal saw one more important revolt in its 

history. Mitra stormed the social and the literary circle of Bengal by his most notable play Nildarpan 
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in the year 1860. It was published from Dhaka and soon after its publication it ignited a major 

argument in the newspapers.[1] His first hand experience of the indigo cultivators, while on the job 

as the post master in rural Orissa and Bengal, were reflected in the drama. Michael Madhusudan 

Dutt translated the play into English immediately after it was published 

 

33. How did the end of the American Civil War in 1864 affect Indian peasants ? 

(a) It helped them export cotton as lot of demand was created post-War 

(b) It created acute depression in cotton exports and a crash in prices in India 

(c) Money-lenders made huge profits 

(d) None of the above 

  

Solution: b) 

India’s struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra Chapter – 3 

Note the word ‘END’ in the question. During the Civil War, cotton export boomed and farmers were 

happy. However, the end of War resulted in acute depression in cotton exports and a crash in prices 

in India because the British manufacturers reverted to procuring cotton from America. 

Moneylenders who had lent money to ryots started forcing them to pay back loans. They did not 

make profits as they too suffered due to price crash as all ryots were not in a position to pay back. 

Though third statement is subjective, the second one is the most appropriate and right answer. 

 

34. Consider the following statements: 

1. Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar, who was deeply religious, drew inspiration from 

religion to fight social evils 

2. Swami Vivekananda used spirituality to take cognizance of the material 

conditions of human existence 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: b) 

India’s struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra Chapter – 6 

Akshay Kumar Dutt and Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar were agnostics who refused to be drawn into 

any discussion on supernatural questions. Asked about the existence of God, Vidyasagar quipped 

that he had no time to think about God, since there was much to be done on earth. Bankim Chandra 
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Chatterjee and Vivekananda emphasized the secular use of religion and used spirituality to take 

cognizance of the material conditions of human existence. 

 

35. Which of the following Indian activist, thinker and social reformer was famously 

known as Lokhitwadi ? 

(a) Mahadev Govind Ranade 

(b) Jyotiba Phule 

(c) Gopal Hari Deshmukh 

(d) Akshay Kumar Dutt 

  

Solution: c) 

India’s struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra Chapter – 6 

Gopal Hari Deshmukh (18 February 1823 – 9 October 1892) was an Indian activist, thinker, social 

reformer and writer from Maharashtra. His original surname was Shidhaye. Because of ‘Vatan’ (right 

of Tax collection) that the family had received, the family was later called Deshmukh. Deshmukh is 

regarded as an important figure of the Social Reform Movement in Maharashtra. 

To Gopal Han Deshmukh, popularly known as Lokahitavadi whether social reforms had the sanction 

of religion was immaterial. If religion did not sanction these, he advocated that religion itself should 

be changed as it was made by man and what was laid down, in the scriptures need not necessarily 

be of contemporary relevance. 

 

36. Consider the following statements: 

1. Gandhiji when  tried in 1922 for the offence of sedition under the same Section 

124A, he did not plead guilty 

2. Lokamanya Tilak was sent to a prison in Mandalay in Burma on the proven 

charges of sedition 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: b) 

India’s Struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra, Chapter – 8 

Gandhiji had pleaded guilty to the charges. 

Statement 2 is correct. 
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Tilak was arrested and tried on the charge of sedition. Justice Davar awarded him the sentence of six 

years’ transportation and after some time the Lokamanya was sent to a prison in Mandalay in Burma. 

 

37. Consider the following statements: 

1. When the Vernacular Press Bill came up before the Imperial Legislative Council, 

Indian members opposed it in large numbers 

2. The British Government had decided to add Indian members to the Legislative 

Council  in order to represent Indian views 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: b) 

India’s Struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra, Chapter – 9 

The voting record of Indian nominees on the Council was poor. When the Vernacular Press Bill came 

up before the Council, only one Indian member, Maharaja Jotendra Mohan Tagore, the leader of the 

zamindari-dominated British Indian Association was present. He voted for it. 

What was the role of Indian members in this Legislative Council? 

The Government had decided to add them in order to represent Indian views, for many British 

officials and statesmen had come to believe that one reason for the Revolt of 1857 was that Indian 

views were not known to the rulers. But, in practice, the Council did not serve even this purpose. 

Indian members were few in number — in thirty years, from 1862 to 1892, only forty-five Indians 

were nominated to it. 

 

38. Consider the following statements: 

1. He was one of the founders of the Bombay Presidency Association as also the 

Indian National Congress 

2. From about the middle of the 1890s till his death in 1915 he was a dominant 

figure in the Indian National Congress and was often accused of exercising 

autocratic authority over it. 

To whom does above statements refer to ? 

(a) Pherozeshah Mehta 

(b) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

(c) Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

(d) Madan Mohan Malaviya 
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Solution: a) 

India’s Struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra, Chapter – 9 

Born in 1845 in Bombay, Pherozeshah Mehta came under Dadabhai Naoroji’s influence while 

studying law in London during the 1860s. He was one of the founders of the Bombay Presidency 

Association as also the Indian National Congress. From about the middle of the 1890s till his death 

in 1915 he was a dominant figure in the Indian National Congress and was often accused of exercising 

autocratic authority over it. He was a powerful debater and his speeches were marked by boldness, 

lucidity, incisiveness, a ready wit and quick repartee, and a certain literary quality. 

 

39. Proud of his legislative achievement who was conferred the title of ‘the leader of the 

opposition’ in the British Imperial Legislative Council ? 

(a) Pherozeshah Mehta 

(b) Dadabhai Naoroji 

(c) Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

(d) Madan Mohan Malaviya 

  

Solution: c) 

India’s Struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra, Chapter – 9 

Gokhale was to gain great fame for his budget speeches which used to be reported extensively by 

the newspapers and whose readers would wait eagerly for their morning copy. He was to transform 

the Legislative Council into an open university for imparting political education to the people. 

Gokhale was to be repaid in plenty by the love and recognition of his own people. Proud of his 

legislative achievement they were to confer him the title of ‘the leader of the opposition’. Gandhiji 

was to declare him his political guru. And Tilak, his lifelong political opponent, said at his funeral: 

‘This diamond of India, this jewel of Maharashtra, this prince of workers, is taking eternal rest on the 

funeral ground. Look at him and try to emulate him.” 

 

40. The partition of Bengal by Lord Curzon intended to 

1. Curb Bengali influence 

2. Divide people on the basis of religion 

3. Achieve administration convenience 
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Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 and 2 Only 

(b) 1 Only 

(c) 2 and 3 Only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: a) 

India’s Struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra, Chapter – 10 

The reason behind the partition that was officially announced was that the Bengal province was too 

large to be administered by a single governor and so it would be partitioned on administrative 

purpose. The real reason behind the partition was political and not administrative. East Bengal was 

dominated by the Muslims and West Bengal by the Hindus. Partition was yet another part of the 

divide and rule policy. 

Curzon reacted sharply to the almost instant furore that was raised in Bengal over the partition 

proposals and wrote to the Secretary of State. ‘If we are weak enough to yield to their clamour now, 

we shall not be able to dismember or reduce Bengal again: and you will be cementing and solidifying 

a force already formidable and certain to be a source of increasing trouble in the future’. The 

partition of the state intended to curb Bengali influence by not only placing Bengalis under two 

admininistrations but by reducing them to a minority in Bengal itself as in the new proposal Bengal 

proper was to have seventeen million Bengali and thirty-seven million Oriya and Hindi speaking 

people! Also, the partition was meant to foster another kind of division— this time on the basis of 

religion. The policy of propping up Muslim communalists as a counter to the Congress and the 

national movement, which was getting increasingly crystallized in the last quarter of the 19th century 

was to be implemented once again. 

 

41. Three names stand out among the large number of Indians who initiated and carried 

out the economic analysis of British rule during the years 1870-1905. Which of the 

following Indians is NOT one of them ? 

(a) Justice Mahadev Govind Ranade 

(b) Dadabhai Naoroji 

(c) Romesh Chandra Dutt 

(d) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

  

Solution: d) 

India’s Struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra, Chapter – 7 

Three names stand out among the large number of Indians who initiated and carried out the 

economic analysis of British rule during the years 1870-1905. The tallest of the three was Dadabhai 

Naoroji, known in the pre-Gandhian era as the Grand Old Man of India. Born in 1825, he became a 
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successful businessman but devoted his entire life and wealth to the creation of a national movement 

in India. His near contemporary Justice Mahadev Govind Ranade, taught an entire generation of 

Indians the value of modem industrial development. Romesh Chandra Dutt, a retired ICS officer, 

published The Economic History of India at the beginning of the 20th century in which he examined 

in minute detail the entire economic record of colonial rule since 1757. 

These three leaders along with G.V. Joshi, G. Subramaniya lyer, G.K. Gokhale, Prithwis Chandra Ray 

and hundreds of other political workers and journalists analysed every aspect of the economy and 

subjected the entire range of economic issues and colonial economic policies to minute scrutiny. 

 

42. Consider the following statements: 

1. Early nationalists wanted industrialisation to be based on Indian capital and not 

foreign capital 

2. Early nationalists believed construction of railways by the British helped Indian 

industries 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: a) 

India’s Struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra, Chapter – 7 

At the same time, nearly all the early nationalists were clear on one question: However great the 

need of India for industrialization, it had to be based on Indian capital and not foreign capital. Ever 

since the1840s, British economists, statesman and officials had seen the investment of foreign 

capital, along with law and order, as the major instrument for the development of India. John Stuart 

Mill and Alfred Marshall had put forward this view in their economic treatises. In 1899, Lord Curzon, 

the Viceroy, said that foreign capital was ‘a sine qua non to the national advancement’ of India. 

Similarly, the early nationalists pointed out that the railways had not been coordinated with India’s 

industrial needs. They had therefore, ushered in a commercial and not an industrial revolution which 

enabled imported foreign goods to undersell domestic industrial products. Moreover, they said that 

the benefits of railway construction in terms of encouragement to the steel and machine industry 

and to capital investment — what today we would call backward and forward linkages — had been 

reaped by Britain and not India. In fact, remarked G.V. Joshi, expenditure on railways should be seen 

as Indian subsidy to British industries.’ Or, as Tilak put it, it was like ‘decorating another’s wife.” 
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43. With reference to the Vernacular Press Act which was passed during Lord Lytton’s 

viceroyship, consider the following statements: 

1. It was directed only against Indian language newspapers 

2. It was repealed by Lord Ripon 

3. The Indian National Congress passed resolution against this Act in its second 

annual session 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 1 and 2 Only 

(c) 1 and 3 Only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: b) 

India’s Struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra, Chapter – 8 

Indian newspapers began to find their feet in the 1870s. They became highly critical of Lord Lytton’s 

administration, especially regarding its inhuman approach towards the victims of the famine of 1876-

77. As a result the Government decided to make a sudden strike at the Indian language newspapers, 

since they reached beyond the middle class readership. The Vernacular Press Act of 1878, directed 

only against Indian language newspapers, was conceived in great secrecy and passed at a single 

sitting of the Imperial Legislative Council. The Act provided for the confiscation of the printing press, 

paper and other materials of a newspaper if the Government believed that it was publishing seditious 

materials and had flouted an official warning. 

Indian nationalist opinion firmly opposed the Act. The first great demonstration on an issue of public 

importance was organized in Calcutta on this question when a large meeting was held in the Town 

Hall. Various public bodies and the Press also campaigned against the Act. Consequently, it was 

repealed in 1881 by Lord Ripon. 

INC was not formed yet. Hence statement 3 is incorrect. 

 

44. Along with which of the following freedom fighter and social reformer Bal Bangadhar 

Tilak  founded the newspaper Kesari (in Marathi) and Mahratta (in English) ? 

(a) Nana Deshmukh 

(b) Dhondo Keshav Karve 

(c) Gopal Ganesh Agarkar 

(d) None of the above 

  

Solution: c) 

India’s Struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra, Chapter – 8 
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Born in 1856, Tilak devoted his entire life to the service of his country. In 1881, along with G.G. 

Agarkar, he founded the newspaper Kesari (in Marathi) and Mahratta (in English). In 1888, he took 

over the two papers and used their columns to spread discontent against British rule and to preach 

national resistance to it. Tilak was a fiery and courageous journalist whose style was simple and direct 

and yet highly readable. 

 

45. In 1898, the British Government amended Section 124A and added a new Section 

153A to the penal code. This new Section 153A sought to 

(a) Make it a criminal offence to hold public protests against the government 

(b) Make it a criminal offence to criticise government in public speeches 

(c) Make it a criminal offence for anyone to create hatred among different classes 

(d) None of the above 

  

Solution: c) 

India’s Struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra, Chapter – 8 

In 1898, the Government amended Section 124A and added a new Section 153A to the penal code, 

making it a criminal offence for anyone to attempt ‘to bring into contempt’ the Government of India 

or to create hatred among different classes, that is vis-a-vis Englishmen in India. This once again led 

to nation-wide protest 
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3. WORLD GEOGRAPHY 

 

1. In which part of the Africa would you find the famous Swahili Coast ? 

(a) Northern Africa 

(b) South Eastern Africa 

(c) North Western Africa 

(d) South Western Africa 

  

Solution: b) 

 

 The Swahili Coast is a coastal area in Southeast Africa 

inhabited by the Swahili people. It mainly consists of littoral 

Kenya, Tanzania, and northern Mozambique. The term may 

also include some of the Indian Ocean islands, such as 

Zanzibar, Pate and Comoros, which lie off the Swahili Coast. 

The Swahili Coast has a distinct culture, demography, religion 

and geography, and as a result – along with other factors, 

including economic – has witnessed rising secessionism. 

 

2. The Sahara has a number of distinct physical features, including ergs, regs, hamadas, 

and oases. Among these features, which of the following makes up nearly 70 percent of 

the Sahara ? 

(a) Erg 

(b) Reg 

(c) Hamada 

(d) Oases 

  

Solution; b) 

The Sahara has a number of distinct physical features, including ergs, regs, hamadas, and oases. 

Ergs, which cover 20 percent of the Sahara, are sand dunes that stretch for hundreds of kilometers 

at heights of more than 300 meters (1,000 feet). Ergs cover most of Algeria and Libya and parts of 

Mali and Nigeria. Ergs can contain large quantities of salt, which is sold for industrial and food use. 
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Regs are plains of sand and gravel that make up 70 percent of the Sahara. The gravel can be black, 

red, or white. Regs are the remains of prehistoricseabeds and riverbeds, but are now nearly 

waterless. 

Hamadas are elevated plateaus of rock and stone that reach heights of 3,353 meters (11,000 feet). 

They include the Atlas Mountains, which stretch from southwestern Morocco to northeastern 

Tunisia; the Tibesti Mountains of southern Libya and northern Chad; and the Ahaggar Mountains in 

southern Algeria. 

 

3. The Okavango Basin is an endorheic basin found in southwestern Africa. With reference 

to this statement, consider the following statements: 

1. An endorheic basin is a limited drainage basin that normally retains water and allows 

no outflow to oceans or rivers 

2. The Okavango Basin extends across portions of Angola, Botswana, Namibia and 

Zimbabwe 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: c) 

An endorheic basin is a limited drainage basin that normally retains water and allows no outflow to 

other external bodies of water, such as rivers or oceans, but converges instead into lakes or swamps, 

permanent or seasonal, that equilibrate through evaporation. Such a basin may also be referred to 

as a closed or terminal basin or as an internal drainage system or Interior drainage basin. 

The Okavango Basin is an endorheic basin found in southwestern Africa, which extends across 

portions of Angola, Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe. The basin covers an area of 721,000 square 

kilometers. The Okavango River is the chief stream in the basin. It is formed by the confluence of the 

Cubango and Cuito rivers, which originate on the Bihé Plateau of central Angola and flow southeast. 

 

4. Which of the following is/are part of seven major African Great Lakes ? 

1. Lake Turkana 

2. Lake Tanganyika 

3. Lake Malawi 

4. Lake Kivu 
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Select the correct answer using codes below: 

(a) 2 and 4 Only 

(b) 1 and 3 Only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 Only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  

Solution: d) 

 

The Great Lakes are located in nine countries that surround the Great Rift Valley. As the African 

continent separated from Saudi Arabia, large, deep cracks were created in the Earths surface. These 
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cracks were later filled with water. This geologic process created some of the largest and deepest 

lakes in the world. 

There are seven major African Great Lakes: Lake Albert, Lake Edward, Lake Kivu, Lake Malawi, Lake 

Tanganyika, Lake Turkana, and Lake Victoria. Lake Victoria, the largest lake in Africa, is the southern 

source of the Nile River, the longest river in the world. 

The African Great Lakes region has a diverse range of aquatic and terrestrialanimal life. Fish include 

the 45-kilogram (100-pound) Nile perch and the 2.5-centimeter (1-inch) cichlid. Migrating savanna 

animals, such as wildebeest, use the lakes as watering holes. Hippos and crocodiles call the region 

their home. 

The Great Lakes abut everything from rain forest to savanna plant communities. However, invasive 

species like the water hyacinth and papyrus have begun to take over entire shorelines, endangering 

animals and plants. 

 

5. The drying out of the Theewaterskloof Dam has resulted in severe water scarcity in which 

of the following cities ? 

(a) São Paulo 

(b) Beijing 

(c) Cape Town 

(d) Istanbul 

  

Solution: c) 

Cape Town’s main water supply, at the Theewaterskloof Dam, is running dry, and the city may soon 

have to turn off its taps. 

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/02/cape-town-running-out-of-water-drought-taps-

shutoff-other-cities/  

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-42982959 

 

6. The Karimata Strait which is also spelled Carimata or Caramata, connects which of the 

following two seas ? 

(a) Java Sea and Celebes Sea 

(b) South China Sea and Sea of Japan 

(c) South China Sea and Java Sea 

(d) Java Sea and Banda Sea 

  

Solution: c) 

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/02/cape-town-running-out-of-water-drought-taps-shutoff-other-cities/
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/02/cape-town-running-out-of-water-drought-taps-shutoff-other-cities/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-42982959
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The Karimata Strait which is also spelled Carimata or Caramata is the wide strait that connects the 

South China Sea to the Java Sea, separating the Indonesian islands of Sumatra and Borneo 

(Kalimantan). It is bordered by the Belitung island (off Sumatra’s eastern coast) in the west and 

Borneo in the east. It is the widest strait that connects the South China Sea and the Java Sea (other 

straits include the Bangka and Gaspar Straits), but its numerous islands and reefs reduce its 

navigability. Its weather and current is influenced by the annual southeast and northwest monsoon. 

 

7. Which of the following seas is located south of the Equator ? 

(a) South China Sea 

(b) Coral Sea 

(c) Philippine Sea 

(d) Celebes Sea 

  

Solution: b) 

Coral Sea is located to the east of Australia. 
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8. Which of the following cities in Australia is located farthest from Gold Coast, where 

recently Commonwealth Games were held ? 

(a) Brisbane 

(b) Sydney 

(c) Melbourne 

(d) Perth 

  

Solution: d) 

 

 

9. With reference to Borneo, consider the following statements: 

1. Next to Greenland and New Guinea, it is the largest island in the world 

2. Entire island is administered by Indonesia and is its largest province 

3. Entire island is located in the Northern Hemisphere 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Solution: a) 

Borneo is the third-largest island in the world and the largest in Asia.[note 1] At the geographic centre 

of Maritime Southeast Asia, in relation to major Indonesian islands, it is located north of Java, west 

of Sulawesi, and east of Sumatra. The island is politically divided among three countries: Malaysia 

and Brunei in the north, and Indonesia to the south.[1] Approximately 73% of the island is Indonesian 

territory. In the north, the East Malaysian states of Sabah and Sarawak make up about 26% of the 

island. Additionally, the Malaysian federal territory of Labuan is situated on a small island just off the 

coast of Borneo. The sovereign state of Brunei, located on the north coast, comprises about 1% of 

Borneo’s land area. A little more than half of the island is in the Northern Hemisphere including 

Brunei and the Malaysian portion, while the Indonesian portion spans both the Northern and 

Southern hemispheres. 

 

10. With reference to the Bornean orangutan, consider the following statements: 

1. It is critically endangered 

2. It is native to the island of Borneo 

3. It is threatened mainly by deforestation and palm oil plantations 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 2 and 3 Only 

(b) 1 and 3 Only 

(c) 1 and 2 Only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: d) 

The Bornean orangutan (Pongo pygmaeus) is a species of orangutan native to the island of Borneo. 

Together with the Sumatran orangutan and Tapanuli orangutan, it belongs to the only genus of great 

apes native to Asia. Like the other great apes, orangutans are highly intelligent, displaying tool use 

and distinct cultural patterns in the wild. Orangutans share approximately 97% of their DNA with 

humans. The Bornean orangutan is a critically endangered species, with deforestation, palm oil 

plantations and hunting posing a serious threat to its continued existence. 

 

11. With reference to Paracel Islands, consider the following statements: 

1. It is a group of islands located in the South China Sea 

2. They are jointly occupied China, Vietnam and Taiwan 

3. Most of the islands are coral islands and reefs 
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Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 and 2 Only 

(b) 1 and 3 Only 

(c) 2 and 3 Only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: b) 

The Paracel Islands, also known as Xisha in 

Chinese and Hoàng Sa in Vietnamese, is a group 

of islands, reefs, banks and other maritime 

features in the South China Sea. It is controlled 

(and occupied) by the People’s Republic of 

China, and also claimed by Taiwan (Republic of 

China) and Vietnam. The archipelago includes 

about 130 small coral islands and reefs, most 

grouped into the northeast Amphitrite Group or 

the western Crescent Group. 

They are distributed over a maritime area of 

around 15,000 square kilometres (5,800 sq mi), 

with a land area of approximately 7.75 square 

kilometres (2.99 sq mi). The archipelago is 

approximately equidistant from the coastlines of 

China (PRC) and Vietnam; and approximately about one-third of the way from central Vietnam to the 

northern Philippines. 

 

12. Which of the following countries/water bodies is/are contiguous to Vietnam border/ 

boundary ? 

1. Laos 

2. Cambodia 

3. South China Sea 

4. Gulf of Thailand 

5. China 

Select the correct answer using codes below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 Only 

(b) 1, 3 and 5 Only 

(c) 2, 3 and 5 Only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
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Solution: d) 

 

 

13. If you are traveling to Taipei from Chennai by ship, which of the following port cities you 

are likely to visit en route from west to east ? 

(a) Kuala Lumpur - Singapore - Ho Chi Minh City - Hong Kong - Macau 

(b) Singapore - Ho Chi Minh City - Hong Kong - Macau 

(c) Singapore - Kuala Lumpur - Ho Chi Minh City - Hong Kong - Macau 

(d) Singapore - Ho Chi Minh City - Macau - Hong Kong 

  

Solution: d) 

(Line shown in the below picture is a random line drawn to show the ports. It’s not an actual shipping 

route) 

Kuala Lumpur is not a port city (Hence, options a and c are incorrect) 

Hong Kong comes after Macau, hence (b) is incorrect. 
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14. The Salween Sittaung and Yangon rivers empty into 

(a) Gulf of Thailand 

(b) Gulf of Martaban 

(c) Tonkin Bay 

(d) None of the above 

  

Solution: b) 

The Gulf of Martaban or the Gulf of Mottama is an arm of the Andaman Sea in the southern part of 

Burma. The gulf is named after the port city of Mottama (formerly known as Martaban). The Salween 

Sittaung and Yangon rivers empty into it. A characteristic feature of the Gulf of Martaban is that it 

has a tide-dominated coastline. Tides ranges between 4–7 m with the highest tidal range at the 

Elephant Point in the western Gulf of Martaban. 

 

15. Consider the following statements: 

1. It is the largest freshwater lake in Southeast Asia 

2. It contains an exceptional large variety of interconnected eco-regions with a high 

degree of biodiversity is a biodiversity hotspot 

3. It is designated as a UNESCO biosphere reserve 

4. It is located in Cambodia 
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Above descriptions refer to which of the following lakes ? 

(a) Inle Lake 

(b) Tonlé Sap Lake 

(c) Jurong Lake 

(d) Ba Be Lake 

  

Solution: b) 

 

Tonlé Sap, literally large river (tonle); fresh, not salty (sap), commonly translated to ‘great lake’) 

refers to a seasonally inundated freshwater lake, the Tonlé Sap Lake (Cambodia) and an attached 

river, the 120 km (75 mi) long Tonlé Sap River, that connects the lake to the Mekong River. 

The largest freshwater lake in Southeast Asia, that contains an exceptional large variety of 

interconnected eco-regions with a high degree of biodiversity is a biodiversity hotspot and was 

designated as a UNESCO biosphere reserve in 1997. 

http://sanctum-inle-resort.com/5-most-captivating-fresh-water-lakes-in-southeast-asia/ 

 

16. Which one of the following countries/regions do NOT have coastline on the Mediterranean 

Sea ? 

(a) Morocco 

(b) Monaco 

(c) Gaza Strip 

(d) Moldova 

  

http://sanctum-inle-resort.com/5-most-captivating-fresh-water-lakes-in-southeast-asia/
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Solution: d) 

 

The countries with coastlines on the Mediterranean Sea are Albania, Algeria, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Libya, Malta, Morocco, 

Monaco, Montenegro, Slovenia, Spain, Syria, Tunisia and Turkey. In addition, the Gaza Strip and the 

British Overseas Territories of Gibraltar and Akrotiri and Dhekelia have coastlines on the sea. 

 

17. Which of the following ports form starting and ending points of Suez Canal ? 

(a) Port Said and Port Ras Sedr 

(b) Port Alexandria and Port Suez 

(c) Port Cairo and Port Said 

(d) Port Said and Port Port Tewfik 

  

Solution: d) 

Suez Canal is an artificial sea-level waterway in Egypt, connecting the Mediterranean Sea to the Red 

Sea through the Isthmus of Suez. Constructed by the Suez Canal Company between 1859 and 1869, 

it was officially opened on November 17, 1869. The canal offers watercraft a shorter journey 

between the North Atlantic and northern Indian Oceans via the Mediterranean and Red seas by 

avoiding the South Atlantic and southern Indian oceans, in turn reducing the journey by 

approximately 7,000 kilometres (4,300 mi). It extends from the northern terminus of Port Said to the 

southern terminus of Port Tewfik at the city of Suez. 



INSIGHTS QUIZ ON STATIC SYLLABUS 

www.insightsonindia.com 41 © INSIGHTS ACTIVE LEARNING 

 

 

18. Where do you find famous Great Bitter Lake and Small Bitter Lake ? 

(a) Egypt 

(b) Saudi Arabia 

(c) Israel 

(d) Iraq 

  

Solution: a) 

The Great Bitter Lake is a saltwater lake in Egypt, connected to the Mediterranean Sea and the Red 

Sea via the Suez Canal. It is connected to the Small Bitter Lake through which the canal also runs. 

Before the canal was built (1869), the site was a dry salt valley or basin. References are made to the 

Great Bitter Lake in the ancient Pyramid Texts. Ships traveling through the Suez Canal use the Great 

Bitter Lake as a “passing lane”, where they can change their position in line or turn around. 

(Refer above Map) 
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19. Which of the following countries do NOT experience Mediterranean Climate ? 

(a) Australia 

(b) USA 

(c) South Africa 

(d) Germany 

  

Solution: d) 

In addition to the Mediterranean Basin, the climate is also found in most of California in the United 

States, in parts of Western and South Australia, in southwestern South Africa, sections of Western 

and Central Asia, and in Central Chile. 

 

 

20. With reference to the Strait of Gibraltar, consider the following statements: 

1. It connects the South Atlantic Ocean with the Mediterranean Sea 

2. It separates Portugal and Morocco 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

(a) 1 Only 

(b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: d) 
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It is a narrow strait that connects the Atlantic Ocean to the Mediterranean Sea and separates 

Gibraltar and Peninsular Spain in Europe from Morocco and Ceuta (Spain) in Africa. 
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