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NOTE: Please remember that following  ‘answers’ are NOT ‘model answers’. They 

are NOT synopsis too if we go by definition of the term. What we are providing is 

content that both meets demand of the question and at the same time gives you extra 

points in the form of background information. 
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General Studies Paper - II 
 

TOPIC:  Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant 

provisions and basic structure ; 

Q) Equality ‘within communities’ between men and women (personal law reform), rather 

than ‘equality between’ communities is more desirable (UCC). Critically analyze. (250 

words) 

Financial express 

Why this question 

The article discusses the recommendations of Law Commission with respect to the desirability of 
UCC in Indian context. UCC is an important topic for mains, and hence a critical analysis of LCI’s 
recommendation is required for GS2. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to discuss the recommendations of LCI with respect to UCC. The assertion 
being made in the question is that in context of India, it is better to bring reforms in personal laws 
to ensure gender justice etc rather than focussing on bringing a comprehensive UCC. We need to 
provide views from both side of the debate and give a fair and balanced opinion in the end. 

Directive word 

Critically analyse- When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. When 
‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of 
something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Mention that in its ‘Consultation Paper on Family Law Reforms’ released Friday, the 
Law Commission has taken a stand in favour of “equality ‘within communities’ between men and 
women” (personal law reform), “rather than ‘equality between’ communities” (UCC). 

Body 

 Discuss the recommendations of LCI – argued for reform of family laws of every religion 
through amendments and codification of certain aspects so as to make it gender-just. Law 
Commission has dealt with laws that are discriminatory rather than providing a uniform civil 
code which is neither necessary nor desirable at this stage. Most countries are now moving 
towards recognition of difference, and the mere existence of difference does not imply 
discrimination, but is indicative of a robust democracy. 

 Discuss the pros and cons of the recommendations of LCI. Discuss the issue from societal, 
constitutional, political perspectives. Discuss the reasons given by LCI in favour of making 
reforms in personal laws to keep in tune with current times. Also highlight the reason why 
LCI has resisted from introduction of UCC 

Conclusion – Give a fair and balanced view on recommendations of LCI and discuss way forward. 

Background:- 

 Recently law commission stated that instead of UCC, the effort should be to establish equality within the 
frameworks of personal laws of each community, by working on ending discriminatory laws within such 
frameworks. 

 Banning instant triple talaq, decriminalising adultery and easing divorce for both genders can be thought of as 
such moves. 
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Why equality within communities is necessary:- 

 Law commission said that a uniform civil code (UCC) that would end religion-based personal laws is neither 
desirable nor feasible at present.  

 Most countries are now moving towards recognition of difference, and the mere existence of difference does not 
imply discrimination, but is indicative of a robust democracy. 

 Commission has suggested a range of amendments to existing family laws and also suggested codification of 
certain aspects of personal laws so as to limit the ambiguity in interpretation and application of these personal 
laws. 

 In the absence of any consensus on a uniform civil code, the Commission says the best way forward may be to 
preserve the diversity of personal laws, but at the same time, ensure that personal laws do not contradict 
fundamental rights guaranteed under the constitution of India. 

 India being a secular country guarantees its minorities the right to follow their own religion, culture and customs 
under Article 29 and 30. But implementing a Uniform Code will hamper India’s secularism. 

 What is unfortunate is the demand for UCC has always been framed in the context of communal politics. Many 
see it as majoritarianism under the garb of social reform. 

 UCC essentially means unifying personal laws to bring one set of secular laws for all citizens of India. Presently, 
Constitution allows most religions- including Hindus, Muslims and Christians to regulate matters such as marriage, 
divorce and inheritance through their own civil code. 

But uniform civil code is necessary due to the following reasons :- 

 As constitutional law should override the religious law in a secular republic. 

 The rights of women are usually limited under religious law. 

 A secular republic needs a common law for all citizens rather than differentiated rules based on religious 
practices. 

 Another reason why a uniform civil code is needed is gender justice. The rights of women are usually limited 
under religious law, be it Hindu or Muslim. The practice of triple talaq is a classic example. 

 Many practices governed by religious tradition are at odds with the fundamental rights guaranteed in the 
Indian Constitution. 

 Courts have also often said in their judgements that the government should move towards a uniform civil code 
including the judgement in the Shah Bano case. 

Way forward:- 

 Rather than an omnibus approach, the government could also bring separate aspects such as marriage, adoption, 
succession and maintenance into a uniform civil code in stages. 

 A comprehensive review of several other laws in the context of gender justice would also do well. 
 

Q) Privacy is the constitutional core of human dignity. Discuss in the light of the SC 

judgement on the right to privacy. (250 words) 

The hindu 

Why this question 

Right to privacy is a landmark judgement of the SC of India. It is essential to understand the essence 
of the judgement and the constitutional position of the right itself. 

Directive word 

Discuss- This is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. We also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to write in detail about the SC judgement on the right to privacy as a 
fundamental right and how the court has interpreted the right as being the constitutional core of 
human dignity. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few introductory lines about the right to privacy. E.g A nine-judge bench of 
the Supreme Court has ruled that Indians enjoy a fundamental right to privacy, that it is intrinsic to 
life and liberty and thus comes under Article 21 of the Indian constitution. 

Body- 

 explain the right further. E.g The dignity of the individual, equality between human beings 
and the quest for liberty are the foundational pillars of the Indian Constitution;  Life and 
personal liberty are not creations of the Constitution. These rights are recognised by the 
Constitution as inhering in each individual as an intrinsic and inseparable part of the human 
element which dwells within; Privacy is a constitutionally protected right which emerges 
primarily from the guarantee of life and personal liberty in Article 21 of the Constitution. 
Elements of privacy also arise in varying contexts from the other facets of freedom and 
dignity recognised and guaranteed by the fundamental rights contained in Part III etc. 

 Discuss its association with dignity of an individual. E.g Privacy is the constitutional core of 
human dignity and has both a normative and descriptive function. At a normative level 
privacy sub-serves those eternal values upon which the guarantees of life, liberty and 
freedom are founded. At a descriptive level, privacy postulates a bundle of entitlements and 
interests which lie at the foundation of ordered liberty; Privacy includes at its core the 
preservation of personal intimacies, the sanctity of family life, marriage, procreation, the 
home and sexual orientation etc. 

Conclusion–  Based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 

Background:- 

 Privacy was declared as a fundamental right by the Supreme Court in 2017. A nine-judge bench of the Supreme 
Court has ruled that Indians enjoy a fundamental right to privacy, that it is intrinsic to life and liberty and thus 
comes under Article 21 of the Indian constitution. 

Privacy is the constitutional core of human dignity :- 

 Right to privacy has been held to be a fundamental right of the citizen being an integral part of Article 21 of 
the constitution. Life is worth living because of the freedoms, which enable each individual to live life as it should 
be lived. The best decisions on how life should be lived are entrusted to the individual. They are continuously 
shaped by the social milieu in which individuals exist. 

 Privacy is the constitutional core of human dignity. Privacy has both a normative and descriptive function. At a 
normative level privacy sub-serves those eternal values upon which the guarantees of life, liberty and freedom 
are founded. At a descriptive level, privacy postulates a bundle of entitlements and interests, which lie at the 
foundation of ordered liberty; 

 Privacy includes at its core the preservation of personal intimacies, the sanctity of family life, marriage, 
procreation, the home and sexual orientation. Privacy also connotes a right to be left alone. 

 Privacy safeguards individual autonomy and recognises the ability of the individual to control vital aspects 
of his or her life. Personal choices governing a way of life are intrinsic to privacy. 

 Privacy protects heterogeneity and recognises the plurality and diversity of the culture. While the legitimate 
expectation of privacy may vary from the intimate zone to the private zone and from the private to the 
public arenas, it is important to underscore that privacy is not lost or surrendered merely because the 
individual is in a public place. Privacy attaches to the person since it is an essential facet of the dignity of 
the human being; 
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 Core value that the judgment is built around is dignity as the right to life.  

 The expression ‘Dignity’ carried with it moral and spiritual imports. It also implied an obligation on the part 
of the Union to respect the personality of every citizen and create the conditions in which every citizen 
would be left free to find himself/herself and attain self-fulfilment. 

 Dignity of the individual was, therefore, always considered the prime constituent of fraternity, which assures 
the dignity to every individual. Unity and integrity of the Nation cannot survive unless the dignity of every 
individual citizen is guaranteed. 

 Right to privacy consists of three facets i.e. repose, sanctuary and intimate decision and includes the freedom of 
certain groups to determine their appearance and apparel. 

 Privacy must also mean the effective guarantee of a zone of internal freedom in which to think. The vigour and 
vitality of the various expressive freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution depends on the existence of a 
corresponding guarantee of cognitive freedom. 

 Earlier cases reaffirmed by the Supreme Court in 2017 have held that the right to privacy includes the right to 
safeguard personal intimacies of the home, the family, marriage, child rearing and education. 

 

Q) Supreme Court verdict on Section 377 is a landmark judgement but it also will spark 

many more challenges to inequality, discrimination. Analyze. (250 words) 

The hindu 

Indian express 

Why this question 

The recent SC judgement set aside section 377 which criminalised homosexuality. It is a watershed 
judgement in the history of India but there are several challenges which ought to arise on account 
of the judgement. It is necessary to analyze both the aspects of the historic judgement. 

Directive word 

Analyze-Here we  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the topic by separating it 
into component parts, and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to delve deep into the issue and bring out the significance of the recent SC 
judgement on section 377. Then the question wants us to discuss about the issues which could arise 
on account of the judgement- what are the other challenges it will spark against inequality and 
discrimination. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few introductory lines about the historic SC judgement which set aside section 
377. E.g it decriminalises consensual sex between consenting adults etc. 

Body 

 Discuss the significance of the judgement. E.g The stirring message from the Supreme 
Court’s landmark judgment decriminalising gay sex is that social morality cannot trump 
constitutional morality. It is a reaffirmation of the right to love; the judgement has upheld 
homosexuals’ right to have intimate relations with people of their choice, their inherent right 
to privacy and dignity and the freedom to live without fear; The dilution of Section 377 marks 
a welcome departure from centuries of heteronormative thinking. This is a verdict that will 
help sexual minorities ‘confront the closet’ and realise their rights etc. 

 Discuss the challenges to inequality and discrimination the judgement will spark. E.g 
Suppressed for a long time, the LGBTQI communities in India will demand their rightful share 
in all spheres of life. Not only in employment, but in education and services and all other 
spaces, both in the public and, especially, the private sector, for which there is no law at the 
moment. That journey will shape new lives for all citizens; the law on rape is inadequate to 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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address non-consensual sex other than within the binary of man-woman sex. Such is also 
the case with sexual harassment. These apart, there will be the demand for a same sex 
marriage law etc. 

Conclusion- Based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 

Background :- 

 Recently the Supreme Court overturned the 2013 Suresh Kumar Koushal judgement diluting section 377 
andupheld homosexuals right to have intimate relations with people of their choice, their inherent right to privacy 
and dignity and the freedom to live without fear.  

Implications of the supreme court judgement:- 

 The message from the Supreme Court’s landmark judgment decriminalising gay sex is that social morality 
cannot trump constitutional morality. It is a reaffirmation of the right to love. 

 Dilution of Section 377 marks a welcome departure from centuries of heteronormative thinking.  

 It has freed the LGBTQI communities from the yoke of a colonial law.  

 SC’s judgment will, however, now ensure that military personnel can no longer be tried under Section 69 (civil 
offences) of the Army Act (or similar sections in the Navy and IAF Acts). 

 With the judgement the Supreme Court thrusted diversity and pluralism into the centre stage of India’s public 
discourse. 

 It  legitimized same-sex relationships, which also signalled an end to prejudice, which it argued has bedevilled 
India. 

 The judgement marks the end of the first leg of the long-drawn battle for social legitimacy by the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ+) community. 

 Treating homosexuality as a disorder or disease had a severe impact on the mental health of homosexuals. The 
judgement can ensure this does not happen anymore. 

 The judgement also flows from an August 2017 judgement of the Supreme Court upholding the right to 
privacy, which laid the legal ground for a fresh interpretation of decriminalization of homosexuality. 

 This will help the community claim equal constitutional status as other citizens. It also affirms their right to 
claim the right to adopt, marry and have a family 

 It may also prevent social ostracism with the court declaring affirmatively that it was not a mental disorder. But 
something innate to a human being. 

 Verdict has opened a window for the community to seek dignity in every sphere of life. 

 People will now have a better understanding of equality and it won’t be limited to just gender and other 
stereotypes. 

Concerns:- 

 The LGBTQI communities in India will demand their rightful share in all spheres of life. Not only in employment, 
but in education and services and all other spaces, both in the public and, especially, the private sector, for 
which there is no law at the moment. 

 The law on rape is inadequate to address non-consensual sex other than within the binary of man-woman sex. 
Such is also the case with sexual harassment. These apart, there will be the demand for a same sex marriage law. 

 Despite the judgement these communities face stigma and discrimination in the society. 

 Social exclusion, identity seclusion and isolation from the social mainstream are still the stark realities faced 
by these individuals today. 

 These communities can still be tried and punished for disgraceful conduct in army. Section 63 also deals with 
violation of good order and discipline.  

 Other issues such as same sex marriage, inheritance of property and civil rights are yet to receive legal sanction. 
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 Ruling could face a legal challenge from groups that say gay sex erodes traditional values. 

Way forward:- 

 The challenges of social mindset need to be changed with people educated that this aspect is not unnatural and 
is innate to a human being. 

 

Q) The Constitution Bench judgment in Navtej Singh Johar and Others v Union of India 

is a watershed moment in Indian constitutional jurisprudence for it enhances the scope 

of rights enjoyed under golden Trinity of rights enshrined in part 3. Examine. (250 words) 

Indianexpress 

Why this question 

The article discusses the constitutional implications of the historic Section 377 judgment of Supreme 
Court. What was said in the court judgement along with its implications on the nature of rights 
enjoyed under the constitution is the focus of the article. Hence this article is important to prepare 
about the section 377 judgment as well as note down the important observations of the judgment 
to embellish your GS2 answers. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to discuss the reasons why the Supreme Court judgement making section 
377 ultra vires to the constitution, is a watershed moment in Indian judiciary and how it expand the 
scope of rights enjoyed under Articles 14, 19 and 21. Thereafter, we need to discuss the impact of 
such expansion of rights and discuss what more needs to be done to ensure that the judgment is 
implemented in law and in spirit. 

Directive word 

Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any. In the case of above question, you have to probe the 
reasons why this can be considered as a watershed moment in Indian judiciary and how it expands 
the scope of fundamental rights. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Highlight the SC’s verdict in aforementioned case. 

Body 

 Give a brief insight into the stand taken by court in case of individual vs collective rights, 
how the stand of SC itself over article 377 has evolved over time. Highlight that since the 
Maneka Gandhi verdict in 1980, SC has constantly expanded the scope of rights and its 
verdict in Sec 377 case is indeed a watershed moment, for it has extended the cloak of 
constitutional protection to LGBT citizens, it has relevance to all minorities and indeed to all 
individuals. The judgment articulates a vision of constitutional supremacy that will guide 
Indian democracy well into the future. It protects LGBT citizens under the right to equality, 
along with privacy and dignity. 

 Highlight how the verdict has enhanced the rights enjoyed under articles 14, 19 and 21. 
Mention that the judgment puts the individual, at the heart of the constitutional scheme. In 
the Chief Justice’s words, “Destruction of individual identity would tantamount to crushing 
of intrinsic dignity that cumulatively encapsulates the values of privacy, choice, and freedom 
of speech and other expressions.” Highlight that the court has emphatically held that 
fundamental rights do not hinge on the number of people who claim them. Also, mention 
that Johar also builds on the Supreme Court’s right to choice jurisprudence. Starting with 
Common Cause v Union of India, the court held that choice was constitutionally protected 
under Article 21 of the Constitution. 

 Discuss the impact of the verdict on LGBT community 
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Conclusion – Give your view on the verdict and briefly highlight what the logical next step should be. 

Background :- 

 Recently the supreme court overturned the 2013 Suresh Kumar Koushal judgement diluting section 377 and 
upheld homosexuals right to have intimate relations with people of their choice, their inherent right to privacy 
and dignity and the freedom to live without fear.  

Golden trinity of rights :- 

 Article 14 – Equality before the law, the state shall not deny any person equality before the law or equal 
protection of law within the territorial limits of India or prohibition on the grounds of race, caste, religion, sex or 
place of birth. 

 Article 19 – Protection of certain rights regarding freedom of speech and expression. All citizen shall have the 
right 

 To freedom of speech and expression 

 To assemble peacefully and without arms 

 To form associations or unions 

 To move freely throughout the territory of India 

 To reside and settle in any part of the territory of India, and 

 To practice any profession or to carry on any occupation, trade or business 

 Article 21 – Protection of life and personal liberty, no person shall be deprived of his personal liberty except 
according to the procedures established by law. 

 These rights are regarded as the basic principles for the smooth running of life for the citizens of our country. The 
golden triangle provides full protection to individuals from any encroachment upon their rights from the society 
and others as well.  

The judgement is a landmark one due to the following reasons:- 

 The message from the Supreme Court’s landmark judgment decriminalising gay sex is that social morality 
cannot trump constitutional morality. It is a reaffirmation of the right to love. 

 Dilution of Section 377 marks a welcome departure from centuries of heteronormative thinking.  

 It has freed the LGBTQI communities from the yoke of a colonial law.  

 SC’s judgment will, however, now ensure that military personnel can no longer be tried under Section 69 (civil 
offences) of the Army Act (or similar sections in the Navy and IAF Acts). 

 With the judgement the Supreme Court thrusted diversity and pluralism into the centre stage of India’s public 
discourse. 

 It  legitimized same-sex relationships, which also signalled an end to prejudice, which it argued has bedevilled 
India. 

 The judgement marks the end of the first leg of the long-drawn battle for social legitimacy by the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ+) community. 

 Treating homosexuality as a disorder or disease had a severe impact on the mental health of homosexuals. The 
judgement can ensure this does not happen anymore. 

 The judgement also flows from an August 2017 judgement of the Supreme Court upholding the right to 
privacy, which laid the legal ground for a fresh interpretation of decriminalization of homosexuality. 

 This will help the community claim equal constitutional status as other citizens. It also affirms their right to 
claim the right to adopt, marry and have a family 

 It may also prevent social ostracism with the court declaring affirmatively that it was not a mental disorder. But 
something innate to a human being. 

 Verdict has opened a window for the community to seek dignity in every sphere of life. 
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 People will now have a better understanding of equality and it won’t be limited to just gender and other 
stereotypes. 

How the SC judgement enhances the scope of rights enjoyed under the golden trinity of rights enshrined in part 3 :- 

 The judgment articulates a vision of constitutional supremacy that will guide Indian democracy well into the 
future.  

 Focus on individual:- 

 The judgment has extended the cloak of constitutional protection to LGBT citizens, it has relevance to all 
minorities and indeed to all individuals. 

 It protects LGBT citizens under the right to equality, along with privacy and dignity. 

 Individual identity is constitutionally protected. It is this focus on the individual that leads SC to overturn 
Suresh Kumar Koushal vs Naz Foundation (2013). 

 The court has thus reiterated its commitment to its counter-majoritarian role: 

 Court has emphatically held that fundamental rights do not hinge on the number of people who claim them. 
Koushal’s reasoning that Section 377 should not be struck down because LGBT people constitute a 
“minuscule minority” has been put to rest. 

 The court has emphasised the dynamic nature of constitutional interpretation and indeed of the Constitution 
itself:- 

 Constitutional courts breathe life into the Constitution through their dynamic and purposive interpretation 
of the constitutional text. This dynamic interpretation ensures that the Constitution endures across 
generations. 

 Starting with Common Cause v Union of India, the court held that choice was constitutionally protected 
under Article 21 of the Constitution.  

 Court has, finally, struck down Section 377 because it violates Articles 14, 15, 19, and 21 of the Constitution. 
Performing its classic function of judicial review, the court has struck down Section 377 as being violative of 
Articles 14 and 15. 

 Supreme Court judges have also found that Section 377 violates Article 15’s prohibition against sex 
discrimination, specifically noting that sex under Article 15 includes sexual orientation. 

 The judgment has struck down Section 377 to the extent that it relates to sexual relations between 
consenting adults.  

 

Q) What are the different clemency provisions available in India. Discuss. Also discuss 

what precautions should be taken in deciding the questions of granting clemency to 

convicts. (250 words) 

The hindu 

Reference 

Why this question 

The Rajiv Gandhi assassination case has again been in news. The case involves several legal concepts 
and provisions. In this context it is essential to discuss different clemency granting provisions 
available in India. It then wants us to write in detail as to what precautions should be taken in cases 
involving grant of clemency to convicts. 

Directive word 

Discuss- This is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. We also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 
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Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to write in detail about the different clemency provisions available in India. It 
also wants us to discuss what precautions should be taken in deciding the questions of granting 
clemency to convicts. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few introductory lines about the pardoning powers and procedure. 

Body- 

 Discuss the different clemency powers available to the President and the governor. Discuss 
the power of Pardon,  Reprieve, Respite, Commute, Remission. Briefly discuss the meaning 
of each term and how the powers of the governor are different from that of the president. 

 Discuss the precautions that ought to be taken while deciding cases involving grant of 
clemency to convicts. E.g need for a case-by-case evaluation; case must be decided on the 
basis of legal principles alone; it should be immune from political, religious or any other 
considerations/ pressures; 

Conclusion-sum up your discussion in a few lines and form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the 
above issue. 

Different clemency provisions available in India under article 72 :- 

 Indian President is empowered with the power to pardon under Article 72 of the Indian Constitution. 

 Article 72 says that the President shall have the power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites or remissions of 
punishment or to suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person convicted of any offence. 

 Pardon –A pardon completely absolves the offender from all sentences and punishment and 
disqualifications and places him in the same position as if he had never committed the offence. 

 Commutation- Commutation means exchange of one thing for another. In simple words to replace the 
punishment with less severe punishment. For example for Rigorous imprisonment-simple imprisonment. 

 Reprieve– Reprieve means temporary suspension of death sentence. For example-  pending a proceeding 
for pardon or commutation. 

 Respite – Respite means awarding a lesser punishment on some special grounds. For example-  the 
Pregnancy of women offender. 

 Remissions –  Remission means the reduction of the amount of sentence without changing its character, for 
example, a sentence of 1 year may be remitted to 6 months. In other words, it reduces the period of 
sentence, but the character of punishment remains same. 

 The President shall have the power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites or remission of punishment or to suspend 
remit or commute the sentence of any persons convicted of any offence:- 

(a) in all cases where the punishment or sentence is by a court martial 
(b) in all cases where the punishment or sentence is for an offence against any law relating to a matter to 

which the executive power of the Union extends 
(c) in all cases where the sentence is a sentence of death. 

 The pardoning power of President is wider than the governor and it differs in the following two ways:- 

 The power of the President to grant pardon extends in cases where the punishment or sentence is by a Court 
Martial but Article 161 does not provide any such power to the Governor. 

 The President can grant pardon in all cases where the sentence given is sentence of death but pardoning 
power of Governor does not extend to death sentence cases. 

 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  16 www.insightsias.com  

SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 

Precautions needed to be taken in deciding the questions of granting clemency :- 

 There is a need for a case-by-case evaluation 

 Case must be decided on the basis of legal principles alone 

 The decision should be immune from political, religious or any other considerations/ pressures 

 International ramifications also can be considered as one of the precautions 

 Ensure that innocent person is not held guilty for offense. 

 It must also ensure that Governor should not come under external influence and decision needs to be taken in 
accordance with legal and  Constitutional provision. 

 The decision should be taken after satisfying all the criteria involved and not merely on false ground. 
 

Q) Analyze the reasons given by the supreme court in overturning its earlier judgment in 

Naz foundation case 2013 ? (250 words) 

Financial express 

Why this question 

The article discusses the verdict of SC in section 377 case in detail. This is an iconic case in the 
evolution of constitution with several remarks made by the justices helping us understand the scope 
of rights enjoyed us. This article would help us in preparing the verdict of SC in Section 377 case in 
detail. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to explain the reasons given by SC in Naz foundation case, examine the 
reasons why a 5 bench constitutional bench overturned the earlier verdict of the honourable SC. 
Finally, we need to highlight the implications of the verdict and how it has enriched our 
understanding of the constitution. 

Directive word 

Analyze – When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Highlight the recent turn of events where SC overturned it’s verdict in Naz foundation 
case and declared section 377 ultra vire to the constitution. 

Body 

 Discuss the rationale given by SC in Naz foundation case to overturn the verdict of Delhi HC 
– rights of miniscule minority too small to merit any constitutional protection, prerogative 
of the legislature etc 

 Explain the rationale of SC in the current verdict –  the focus on constitutional morality, 
primacy of the individual, constitution as a living document etc. Quote the significant 
portions of the verdict to embellish your answer 

 Highlight the impact of the verdict – changing social prejudices, expanded the scope of rights 
enjoyed under article 14, 19 and 21 etc 

Conclusion – give your view on the role played by judiciary and its significance for Indian polity, as 
well as the way forward to ensure the SC verdict is implemented in words as well as spirit. 

Background :- 

 Recently the Supreme Court overturned the 2013 Suresh Kumar Koushal judgement/ Naz foundation case 2013 
diluting section 377 and upheld homosexuals right to have intimate relations with people of their choice, their 
inherent right to privacy and dignity and the freedom to live without fear.  
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Reasons given by Supreme Court now:- 

 The message from the Supreme Court’s landmark judgment decriminalising gay sex is that social morality 
cannot trump constitutional morality. It is a reaffirmation of the right to love. 

 Dilution of Section 377 marks a welcome departure from centuries of heteronormative thinking.  

 It has freed the LGBTQI communities from the yoke of a colonial law.  

 SC’s judgment will, however, now ensure that military personnel can no longer be tried under Section 69 (civil 
offences) of the Army Act (or similar sections in the Navy and IAF Acts). 

 With the judgement the Supreme Court thrusted diversity and pluralism into the centre stage of India’s public 
discourse. 

 It  legitimized same-sex relationships, which also signalled an end to prejudice, which it argued has bedevilled 
India. 

 The judgement marks the end of the first leg of the long-drawn battle for social legitimacy by the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ+) community. 

 Treating homosexuality as a disorder or disease had a severe impact on the mental health of homosexuals. The 
judgement can ensure this does not happen anymore. 

 The judgement also flows from an August 2017 judgement of the Supreme Court upholding the right to 
privacy, which laid the legal ground for a fresh interpretation of decriminalization of homosexuality. 

 This will help the community claim equal constitutional status as other citizens. It also affirms their right to 
claim the right to adopt, marry and have a family 

 It may also prevent social ostracism with the court declaring affirmatively that it was not a mental disorder. But 
something inate to a human being. 

 Verdict has opened a window for the community to seek dignity in every sphere of life. 

 People will now have a better understanding of equality and it won’t be limited to just gender and other 
stereotypes. 

 The judgment articulates a vision of constitutional supremacy that will guide Indian democracy well into the 
future.  

 Focus on individual:- 

 The judgment has extended the cloak of constitutional protection to LGBT citizens, it has relevance to all 
minorities and indeed to all individuals. 

 It protects LGBT citizens under the right to equality, along with privacy and dignity. 

 Individual identity is constitutionally protected. It is this focus on the individual that leads SC to overturn 
Suresh Kumar Koushal vs Naz Foundation (2013). 

 The court has thus reiterated its commitment to its counter-majoritarian role: 

 Court has emphatically held that fundamental rights do not hinge on the number of people who claim them. 
Koushal’s reasoning that Section 377 should not be struck down because LGBT people constitute a 
“minuscule minority” has been put to rest. 

 The court has emphasised the dynamic nature of constitutional interpretation and indeed of the Constitution 
itself:- 

 Constitutional courts breathe life into the Constitution through their dynamic and purposive interpretation 
of the constitutional text. This dynamic interpretation ensures that the Constitution endures across 
generations. 

 Starting with Common Cause v Union of India, the court held that choice was constitutionally protected 
under Article 21 of the Constitution.  
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 Court has, finally, struck down Section 377 because it violates Articles 14, 15, 19, and 21 of the Constitution. 
Performing its classic function of judicial review, the court has struck down Section 377 as being violative of 
Articles 14 and 15. 

 Supreme court judges have also found that Section 377 violates Article 15’s prohibition against sex discrimination, 
specifically noting that sex under Article 15 includes sexual orientation. 

 The judgment has struck down Section 377 to the extent that it relates to sexual relations between 
consenting adults. 

 

Q) How far will the legal emphasis on “self-determination” go in helping LGBTQ persons 

navigate their lives in a society full of prejudices. Comment, in the light of the recent SC 

judgment on section 377. (250 words) 

epw 

Why this question 

Recently the SC in its historic judgement has decriminalised homosexuality by declaring section 377 
as unconstitutional. However, given the prejudices and patriarchal mindset of Indian society, legal 
solution alone would not be enough for LGBTQ persons. It is therefore necessary to understand the 
issue holistically, including its social aspects. 

Directive word 

Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to express our knowledge and understanding and come up with an overall 
opinion as to how far will the legal emphasis on “self-determination” go in helping LGBTQ persons 
navigate their lives in Indian society. We have to bring forward the non- legal issues faces by the 
LGBTQ community and thereof form an overall opinion. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction- write a few introductory lines about the recent SC judgement which decriminalised 
homosexuality. 

Body- 

Discuss the issues involved. E.g The amount of protection that the law provides is determined by the 
level of privilege one wields and other intersectional positions in society, and it can be argued that 
the decriminalisation of sexual acts in private would do little to limit the harassment LGBTQ persons 
are subjected to in public spaces and the discrimination they face in employment opportunities; 
mention the the state of the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016; it is stereotypes 
about gender roles that constituted the basis of criminalising same-sex relations, and which ensure 
discrimination etc. 

Conclusion– based on your discussion form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the above issue. 

Background :- 

 The Supreme Court’s judgment in 2018, which read down Section 377 to declare that sex in private between 
consenting adults is legal, is an ode to self-determination of identity. 

 This judgment of the apex court overrules its 2013 judgment in Suresh Kumar Koushal and Another v Naz 
Foundation and Others which had pushed India’s LGBTQ community into more years of indignity. 

How will legal emphasis on self determination help LGBT citizens :- 

 The recent judgment has been welcomed by activists and LGBTQ persons, who have admired its insistence on the 
right to dignity for the identity that one chooses for themselves. 
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 The NALSA (National Legal Services Authority v Union of India 2014) judgment has been instrumental in making 
this possible. 

 The recognition of transgender persons as the third gender showed the way out of gender binaries, 
emphasising that gender identity is one of the most fundamental aspects of life. Crucially, the judgment 
defined gender identity as each person’s deeply felt internal and individual experience of gender, which may 
or may not correspond with the sex assigned at birth. 

 There is hope that this could lead to affirmative action that can structurally address the economic exclusion of 
LGBTQ persons, and an anti-discrimination law to protect against discrimination in housing and education.  

 The SC judgment has now affirmed that LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer) persons are 
entitled to equal rights under Articles 14, 15, 19, and 21, and other fundamental rights that the Constitution 
provides its citizens. 

 One of the SC judge also noted that the protection granted for consensual acts in private must also be extended 
to public spaces where sexual minorities are vulnerable on account of their sexuality and appearance. Thus sexual 
privacy should include the expression of one’s identity in public.  

 It has freed the LGBTQI communities from the yoke of a colonial law.  

 With the judgement the Supreme Court thrusted diversity and pluralism into the centre stage of India’s public 
discourse. 

 The judgement also flows from an August 2017 judgement of the Supreme Court upholding the right to 
privacy, which laid the legal ground for a fresh interpretation of decriminalization of homosexuality. 

 People will now have a better understanding of equality and it won’t be limited to just gender and other 
stereotypes. 

Issues:- 

 The judgment reiterates that constitutional morality trumps societal morality, but it is the latter that will 
determine the day-to-day struggles of a community that defies heterosexual normativity, and hence is at 
increased risk of being subjected to violence and humiliation. 

 The amount of protection that the law provides is determined by the level of privilege one wields and other 
intersectional positions in society, and it can be argued that the decriminalisation of sexual acts in private would 
do little to limit the harassment LGBTQ persons are subjected to in public spaces and the discrimination they 
face in employment opportunities. 

 The state of the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016, four years after the NALSA judgment, raises 
doubts about adequate protection to transgenders. 

 It is stereotypes about gender roles that constituted the basis of criminalising same-sex relations, and which 
ensure discrimination. 

Way forward:- 

 Periodic sensitisation and awareness programmes for all government officials, particularly police officials, any 
sensitisation will be incomplete without the systematic devaluation of heterosexism, the institutionalised 
valorisation of heterosexual activity.  

 The challenges of social mindset need to be changed with people educated that this aspect is not unnatural and 
is innate to a human being. 

 

Topic: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions. 

Q) In its recent judgement on hate crimes, the Supreme  Court has put forward a 

comprehensive set of measures to deal with the issue. Discuss. (250 words) 

Indianexpress 
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Why this question 

Recent spurt in incidents of hate crimes and violence has prompted the highest court of the country 
to put forward several measures in the form of instructions to the executive, police, administration. 
These measure need to be thoroughly discussed. 

Directive word 

Discuss- This is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. We also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to write in detail about the recent SC judgment on hate crime and write in 
detail about the measures it has put forward to deal with the issue. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few lines about the history of hate-crimes in India and mention their increased 
frequency observed in recent years which has prompted the SC to intervene in the issue. 

Body- 

 Discuss in detail about the SC judgement on hate-crimes. E.g the trial court must ordinarily 
award maximum sentence as provided for various offences under the provisions of the IPC; 
concerned governments to file appeals forthwith to the superior courts against judgments 
of acquittals and/or granting of bail in all such cases; bail ought not to be granted in such 
cases except in the rarest of rare cases and that too for the cogent reasons provided in the 
order; direct disciplinary action against concerned police and administration officials for 
their failure to prevent hate crimes within their territorial jurisdiction after holding an 
enquiry by an independent commission of enquiry; hold registered political parties and other 
registered entities accountable for the acts of commission or omission by their members 
involved in hate crimes and direct suitable penal action against them; prohibit those holding 
constitutional and public offices including as ministers, members of Parliament or state 
assemblies, panchayat and municipal office bearers from identifying themselves with lynch-
mob accused publicly in any manner and in case of any infraction hold them responsible and 
subject to immediate disqualification from such offices; sensitise subordinate judiciary and 
higher judiciary dealing with such hate crimes so as to protect the vulnerable sections of the 
society including those belonging to minority communities as well as women, children and 
Dalits by holding seminars and workshops at regular intervals involving social activists, 
psychologists, other activists, lawyers and responsible citizens from all communities etc. 

Conclusion– Based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 

Background:- 

 There is growing evidence of hate crimes which are criminal acts against people based on their real or perceived 
membership of a particular group, such as caste, religion or ethnicity across India. 

 Recently the Supreme Court recommended the formulation of adequate laws to tackle the problem of hate 
crimes and mob lynching. 

Why Supreme court had to put forward comprehensive set of measures to deal with hate crimes:- 

 Mob lynching is already criminalised under the existing laws. The Indian Penal Code holds people liable for 
cooperating in the commission of a criminal act with a shared intention. These provisions cover all acts of mob 
violence, whatever their motivation or pretext be. 

 The current crisis of mob violence is not the absence of substantive provisions but their lack of implementation.  
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 Failure of police machinery:- 

 They consistently fail to lodge FIRs or charge sheets on time. In many cases, allegations of collusion have 
been made against them. Poor investigation and reluctance of public prosecutors to pursue cases have 
resulted in bails for alleged culprits.  

Supreme court directions :- 

 Supreme Court recently stated that act of lynching is unlawful since it has become a sweeping phenomenon with 
a far-reaching impact.  

 No citizen can assault the human dignity of another, for such an action would comatose the majesty of law.  

 To set a stern example in cases of mob violence and lynching, upon conviction of the accused person(s), the trial 
court must ordinarily award maximum sentence as provided for various offences under the provisions of the 
IPC. 

 In its judgment, the Supreme Court focuses on the victims by providing guidelines on victim compensation and 
witness protection. 

 Supreme Court made a series of preventive directions like appointing a nodal officer at SP level to take 
measures to prevent lynching.  

 It suggested identification of districts, areas and villages with a history of lynching and mob violence, ramping up 
of intelligence networks, identification of local communal issues, regular police patrolling, awareness 
campaigning, strict action including FIRs against mobs that show violent tendencies,  and registering FIRs against 
those who send messages that provoke communal tensions and incite violence. 

 The remedial directions include prompt investigation, a victim compensation scheme, free legal aid, fast-track 
trial, maximum punishment for convicts, and hearing families of victims in all matters related to the case like bail, 
discharge, etc.  

 As far as police officers are concerned, the court says police need to comply with the aforesaid directions in 
order to prevent and/or investigate and/or facilitate expeditious trial of any crime of mob violence and lynching. 

 If the directions are not followed it shall be considered as an act of deliberate negligence  and/or misconduct 
for which appropriate action must be taken against him/her and not limited to departmental action under 
the service rules. 

The following measures can also be considered by the Supreme court :- 

 Direct concerned governments to file appeals forthwith to the superior courts against judgments of acquittals 
and/or granting of bail in all such cases. 

 Bail ought not to be granted in such cases except in the rarest of rare cases and that too for the cogent reasons 
provided in the order. 

 Direct disciplinary action against concerned police and administration officials for their failure to prevent hate 
crimes within their territorial jurisdiction after holding an enquiry by an independent commission of enquiry 

 Hold registered political parties and other registered entities accountable for the acts of commission or omission 
by their members involved in hate crimes and direct suitable penal action against them 

 Prohibit those holding constitutional and public offices from identifying themselves with lynch-mob accused 
publicly in any manner and in case of any infraction hold them responsible and subject to immediate 
disqualification from such offices. 

 Sensitise subordinate judiciary and higher judiciary dealing with such hate crimes so as to protect the vulnerable 
sections of the society including those belonging to minority communities as well as women, children and Dalits 
by holding seminars and workshops at regular intervals involving social activists, psychologists, other activists, 
lawyers and responsible citizens from all communities. 
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Q) Critically examine whether MPLADS has helped in bridging the gaps in provisioning of 

public services ? (250 words) 

Financial express 

Why this question 

The article highlights the issues faced by MPLADS scheme, the findings of the performance of this 
scheme by agencies such as CAG etc and gives suggestions over the future of this scheme. This issue 
has been discussed in 2nd ARC as well. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to highlight the pros and cons of MPLADS scheme in bridging gaps in 
provisioning of public services and explain whether the scheme needs to be abolished or reformed. 

Directive word 

Critically examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get 
into details, and find out the causes or implications if any . When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to 
a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain about MPLADS scheme. 

Body – Discuss the status quo wrt MPLADS scheme. Highlight the findings of CAG report and 2nd 
ARC regarding the performance of the scheme. Highlight the pros and cons of what the scheme is 
trying to achieve and the process followed in achieving those and issues with it. Finally, we need to 
provide our opinion as to whether the scheme needs to be reformed, or scrapped. 

Conclusion – Give your view on the future of the scheme based on reasoned arguments made above. 

Background :- 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved the proposal to continue the MPLAD Scheme beyond 
the 12th Plan period (2012-17) up to 2020. 

 MPLADS scheme:- 

 The MPLAD and MLALAD scheme was introduced in 1993 to enable legislators to execute small works of a local 
nature to meet the urgent needs of their constituents. 

 There are three major stakeholders in the entire process: the MP, district authority and the Government of India. 

 MPs recommend works to be undertaken under the MPLADS, based on locally felt needs with preference to 
certain sectors, including drinking water facility, education, health, sanitation, irrigation, roads etc. 

 Following the recommendation, the district authority is responsible for sanctioning the eligible works, and 
implementation of the sanctioned ones. 

 As per official guidelines, the district authority shall make the selection of an implementing agency for execution 
of the recommended works by an MP. 

 The Government of India releases the annual entitlement of Rs. 5 crore in two equal instalments of Rs 2.5 crore 
each, directly to the district authority. 

Positives :- 

 MPLADS has resulted into creation of various assets which have impacted the social, cultural and economic life 
of the local communities in one way or the other that the entire population across the country stands to benefit 
through them. 

 Since its inception till August 2017, 18,82,180 works for Rs 44,929.17 crore have been sanctioned from MPLADS 
fund 
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 In May 2010, a five-judge bench of the Supreme Court ruled that there was no violation of the concept of 
separation of powers because the role of an MP in this case is recommendatory and the actual work is carried 
out by the Panchayats and Municipalities which belong to the executive organ. 

Issues:- 

 In 2002, the National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution recommended immediate 
discontinuation of the MPLAD scheme on the ground that it was inconsistent with the spirit of federalism and 
distribution of powers between the centre and the state. 

 The 2nd Administrative Reforms Commission’s report took a firm stand against the scheme arguing that it 
seriously erodes the notion of separation of powers, as the legislator directly becomes the executive. 

 Some development projects might cost more than the allocated amount of Rs. 5 crore, which might be one reason 
for low utilisation of MPLADS funds for the first year in some constituencies. 

 Audits done, in certain cases found that the assets created under the scheme could not be traced. 

 The following instances have been found:- 

 Construction of community halls etc within religious places was in gross violation of guidelines, construction 
of shopping complexes to promote private enterprise, diversion of computers bought for schools to 
commercial enterprises, supply of computers to private educational institutions, community centres built 
with MPLADS funds being commercially let-out by the beneficiary agencies. 

 Unless problems such as poor utilisation of funds, irregular sanction of works, and delay in completion of works 
are tackled in an efficient manner, the efficacy of the scheme will remain in doubt. 

 As per data from ministry of statistics and programme implementation (MoSPI), as of august 2018 ,318 MPLADS 
accounts from the 15th Lok Sabha (2009-2014) were still ‘active’, or had funds lying unspent.  

 Mospi data shows that over Rs 12,000 crore lies unspent, with some of it having not been released to 
lawmakers in the first place. This capital could have been deployed elsewhere for better realisation of the 
development agenda. 

Way forward:- 

 CIC is proposing that the framework make MPs answerable under RTI for MPLADS. 

 The framework, CIC says, should require lawmakers to present comprehensive reports on the number of 
applications received, works recommended/rejected, progress of works and details of beneficiaries. 

 CIC also recommended that the framework provide for punitive measures for breach 
 

Topic – Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & 

privileges and issues arising out of these 

Q) In order to prevent tampering of EVMs there is a need for  some urgent technical and 

administrative changes. Discuss. (250 words) 

The hindu 

Why this question 

There have been several allegations from various political parties about the tampering of EVMs. 
Confidence in the integrity of EVMs is important for voters to trust the outcomes of elections. The 
ECI cannot allow this confidence to be eroded. It is thus important to discuss in what technical and 
administrative ways it can be ensured that the EVMs are not tempered with. 

Directive word 

Discuss- This is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. We also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 
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Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to write in detail about the technical as well as the administrative changes 
that can be brought in to ensure that the EVMs are not tampered with. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– mention the allegations of EVM tampering and also mention the need to uphold the 
credibility and integrity of the electoral exercise in front of the public etc. 

Body– 

 Discuss how EVMs can be tampered with. E.g Indian EVMs cannot be hacked because they 
are not connected to any network and their software is ‘burnt’ into the CPU and cannot be 
rewritten after manufacture. But someone with physical access to the EVMs and replace the 
EVM’s non-hackable CPU with a look-alike but hackable CPU that can be programmed to 
count votes dishonestly. All the features and safeguards relied on by the ECI can be easily 
negated by insider fraud for which there is scope at three stages: (1) at the EVMs 
manufacturing stage, (2) at the district level, during the long non-election period, when the 
EVMs are stored in archaic warehouses in multiple locations with inadequate security 
systems, and (3)at the stage of ‘first level checks’ prior to an election when the EVMs are 
serviced by authorised technicians from the EVM manufacturers. 

 Discuss the steps that can be taken to ensure that EVMs are not tampered with. E.g 
Procurement and supply of “Authentication Units” to detect Counterfeit EVMs; Completely 
overhauling the present method of storing EVMs during the non-election period; Engaging 
the services of a credible electronic security firm; Random allotment of EVMs across states 
and districts; Candidate ordering etc. 

Conclusion– sum up your discussion in a few lines and form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the 
above issue. 

Background :- 

 Election Commission of India (ECI) has been consistently claiming that its Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) are 
unique and that tampering is not feasible under real election conditions with its security protocol and 
administrative safeguards in place. However there have been reservations about the integrity of its EVMs. There 
have also been demands to revert to paper ballots. 

 Elections are the bedrock of democracy. Confidence in the integrity of EVMs is important for voters to trust the 
outcomes of elections and the legitimacy of governments formed as a result of them. 

 Indian EVMs cannot be hacked because they are not connected to any network and their software is ‘burnt’ into 
the CPU and cannot be rewritten after manufacture 

Challenges remain :- 

 There are chances that the dishonest insiders and criminals get physical access to the EVMs and replace the 
EVM’s non-hackable CPU with alook-alike but hackable CPU that can be programmed to count votes dishonestly 
together with an embedded Bluetooth device that allows it to be remote controlled. 

 Insider fraud:- 

 All the features and safeguards relied on by the ECI can be easily negated by insider fraud for which there 
is scope at three stages: 

 At the EVMs manufacturing stage 

 At the district level, during the long non-election period, when the EVMs are stored in archaic 
warehouses in multiple locations with inadequate security systems 

 At the stage of ‘first level checks’ prior to an election when the EVMs are serviced by authorised 
technicians from the EVM manufacturers. 

 Flip side of the minimalist software is that it does not attempt to cryptographically protect the voting data 
stored in the electronic memory of the EVM’s Control Unit which are therefore  
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 Software used in ECI’s EVMs is ‘burnt’ into the CPU by two foreign chipmakers after which they are shipped 
to India for assembly into the EVMs. This is a rather serious supply chain vulnerability. 

Remedies needed are :- 

 Use of Authentication Units before the polls to weed out counterfeit/tampered EVMs 

 Effective use of Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) system at the time of counting to guard against EVM 
tampering or malfunction.  

 Procurement and supply of Authentication Units to detect Counterfeit EVMs. 

 Completely overhauling the present method of storing EVMs during the non-election period. 

 Two immediate and important courses of action before the ECI are 

 To adopt the correct sample size of EVMs per Assembly Constituency for hand counting of VVPAT slips based 
on standard statistical sampling theory 

 To procure and supply one or more Authentication Units to each district. If the VVPAT and Authentication 
Units show that all the EVMs are genuine, then it will reinforce the confidence of the voters in the electoral 
process and effectively silence the critics of the Election Commission. 

 Engaging the services of a credible electronic security firm. 

 In addition to, the present system of assessing the security of EVM hardware and software through a 
‘Technical Experts Committee’ consisting of a few Professors, the ECI must consider engaging the services 
of a top electronic security firm of international standing and credibility (bound by a confidentiality 
agreement) to conduct periodic ethical hacking and other modes of attack on its electoral systems and 
processes, identify loopholes if any, and certify their robustness. 

 The ECI should consider moving towards a kind of 2-bin storage system wherein the long-term storage of the 
EVMs in between two elections will be in a few large, high-security, regional warehouses and the short-term 
storage immediately before or during an election in the current district warehouses. 

 Random allotment of EVMs across states and districts. 
 

Q) Criminalization of politics is a disease that will make our democracy hollow if left 

unchecked. Discuss the measures implemented to check criminalization of politics and 

the effectiveness of those measures ?  (250 words) 

Financial express 

Why this question 

The article discusses the issue of criminalization of politics, SC’s directive to provide status report of 
functioning of fast trial courts responsible for hearing criminal cases against legislators. This bring 
attention on the issue of criminalization of politics and hence this question. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to discuss why the issue of criminalization of politics is so important. 
Thereafter, we need highlight the steps suggested and those implemented to deal with this challenge 
and analyze how far have their helped in mitigating this challenge. Finally we need to provide a way 
forward. 

Directive word 

Discuss – In your discussion you need to highlight the measures taken to check criminalization of 
politics and analyze how far those methods have helped in resolving the issue. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Give status quo of legislators with a chequered past to emphasize on the sensitivity 
of the issue. Discuss the impact on democracy as a result of this. 
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Body 

 Highlight the judgements of SC in this regard such as 

 Section 8 of the Representation of Peoples’ Act, 1951 disqualifies a person conviced with a 
sentence of 2 or more years from contesting elections. But those under trial continued to be 
leigible to contest elections. Lily Thomas case (2013) ended this advantage to criminals. 

 Introduction of NOTA in PUCL vs Union of India, 2014 

 Candidates need to mention criminal records if any, while filing nomination for elections. 

 The Supreme Court asked the Law Commission of India to submit a report on framing of 
false charges and submission of false affidavits, which were accepted by it partially in 2014. 
highlight the LCI recommendation 

 Examine how far these directives have helped in curbing criminalization of politics. Highlight 
the observation of LCI – practice of disqualification of contestants has done nothing to 
decriminalise Indian politics as the rates of conviction are too low and trials themselves are 
subject to long delays. 

 Discuss the steps that need to be taken further still such as the one discussed in the article, 
social awareness, ECI recommendations like – debarring candidates facing serious criminal 
charges etc 

Conclusion – Emphasize that this issue needs to be tackled to maintain the health of our democracy 
and discuss how to do it. 

Background: 

 Criminalization of Politics means that the criminals are entering the politics and contesting elections and even 
getting elected to the Parliament and state legislature. 

 It takes place primarily because of the nexus between the criminals and some of the politicians. 

Criminalisation of politics in India:- 

 36% of incumbent MPs and MLAs have criminal cases registered against them. 

 Vohra Committee in 1993 and the second ARC report, 2008 recommend to cleanse politics. But still 
Criminalisation of politics has been a matter of great concern. 

Reasons why criminalisation of politics still exists in India: 

 Corruption: 

 In every election political parties  put up candidates with a criminal background. 

 Evident link between criminality and the probability of winning is further reinforced when winnability of a 
candidate is looked into. A candidate facing criminal charges is twice as likely to win as a clean candidate. 

 Vote Bank: 

 The political parties and independent candidates have astronomical expenditure for vote buying and other 
illegitimate purposes through these criminals. 

 Denial of Justice and Rule of Law: 

 Toothless laws against convicted criminals standing for elections further encourage this process. Under 
current law, only people who have been convicted at least on two counts be debarred from becoming 
candidates. This leaves the field open for charge sheeted criminals, many of whom are habitual offenders 
or history-sheeters. 

 Lack of governance: 

 The root of the problem lies in the country’s poor governance capacity. 
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 Scarcity of state capacity: 

 The scarcity of state capacity is the reason for the public preferring ‘strongmen’ who can employ the 
required pulls and triggers to get things done. 

 Criminality, far from deterring voters, encourages them because it signals that the candidate is capable of 
fulfilling his promises and securing the interests of the constituency. 

Measures taken:- 

 Protecting the parliamentary system from criminalisation has been the intention of the law from the beginning. 
Section 8 of the Representation of the People (RP) Act, 1951 disqualifies a person convicted with a sentence of 
two years or more from contesting elections but not from holding positions of seniority within a political party. 

 Under the present law, the minimum bar of a politician from election is eight years (two years of minimum 
imprisonment followed by six years of ban).  

 But those under trial continued to be eligible to contest elections. The Lily Thomas case (2013), however, ended 
this unfair advantage. 

 SC has repeatedly expressed concern about the purity of legislatures. In2002, it made it obligatory for all 
candidates to file an affidavit before the returning officer, disclosing criminal cases pending against them. 

 The famous order to introduce NOTA was intended to make political parties think before giving tickets to the 
tainted. 

 In landmark judgment of March 2014,  the SC accepted the urgent need for cleansing politics of criminalisation 
and directed all subordinate courts to decide on cases involving legislators within a year, or give reasons for not 
doing so to the chief justice of the high court.  

 In Ramesh Dalal Vs UoI 2005, members of legislature shall also be subjected to disqualification if on the day of 
filing his nomination paper he stands convicted in the court of law. 

 EC measures:- 

 Model Code of Conduct: These are guidelines issued by ECI at election time which should be followed by 
political parties and candidates fighting an election. 

 In 1997 the ECI directed the Returning Officer to reject the nomination papers of any candidates if on the 
day of filling nomination paper he stands convicted in a court of law even if his sentence is suspended 

 Election Commission also kept into account the need to exclude criminals from politics: 

 It has suggested debarring candidates facing serious criminal charges in 2015. But it will include only: 

 Only heinous offences like murder, dacoity, rape, kidnapping or moral turpitude.  

 The case should have been registered at least a year before the elections. 

 The court must have framed the charges. 

These measures are not sufficient :- 

 As has been pointed out by a Law Commission report from 2014, the practice of disqualification of contestants 
has done nothing to decriminalise Indian politics as the rates of conviction are too low and trials themselves 
are subject to long delays. 

 Political parties have been unitedly opposing the proposal to debar perpetrators of even heinous 
offences during pendency of trial on the grounds that false criminal cases may be filed by opponents. 

 Due to the lengthy legal process sometimes the cases drag for even decades. 

 False cases may be filed as a tool of political vendetta. 

 The definition of heinous crimes may change as per times and societal conditions. 

Way forward :- 

 Law panel report bats for using the time of the framing of charges to initiate disqualification as an appropriate 
measure to curb the criminalisation of politics.  
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 Political parties should themselves refuse tickets to the tainted.  

 The RPA Act should be amended to debar persons against whom cases of a heinous nature are pending from 
contesting elections.  

 Bringing greater transparency in campaign financing is going to make it less attractive for political parties to 
involve gangsters 

 The Election Commission of India (ECI) should have the power to audit the financial accounts of political parties, 
or political parties’ finances should be brought under the right to information (RTI) law 

 Broader governance will have to improve for voters to reduce the reliance on criminal politicians. 

 Fast-track courts are necessary because politicians are able to delay the judicial process and serve for decades 
before prosecution. 

 The Election Commission must take adequate measures to break the nexus between the criminals and the 
politicians. 

 The forms prescribed by the Election Commission for candidates disclosing their convictions, cases pending in 
courts and so on in their nomination papers is a step in the right direction if it applied properly. 

 

Topic – Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary; Ministries and 

Departments of the Government; pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the 

Polity. 

Q) In the wake of the growth of PILs, the SC has to weigh the imperatives of public debate 

against the objective of discouraging frivolous PILs. Critically Comment. (250 words)  

Indian express 

Reference 

Why this question 

PILs have helped millions of Indians to claim their rights against the government overreach, or 
private actions. However, the growth of PILs has also led to a rise in the number of frivolous cases 
filed before the court. It is essential to discuss the issue in detail. 

Directive word 

Critically comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue. Based 
on our discussion we have to form an opinion on the issue/ controversy. 

Key demand of question 

The question wants us to express our knowledge about the issue- how has the growth of PILs made 
it important for the SC to weigh the imperatives of public debate against its stated objective of 
discouraging frivolous PILs. We also have to express our opinion in the form of how we should 
proceed in this matter. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– define PIL- Public Interest Litigation (PIL) means a legal action initiated in a court for 
the enforcement of public interest or general interest in which the public or a class of the community 
have pecuniary interest or some interest by which their legal rights or liabilities are affected. 

Body- 

1. Present some statistics about the number of PILs filed before Indian courts. Mention that a 
number of PILs are filed on the frivolous basis. 

2. Discuss the importance of PILs. e.g Vigilant citizens can find an inexpensive remedy because 
there is only a nominal rate of court fees; Litigants can focus attention on and achieve results 
pertaining to larger public issues especially in the field of human rights, consumer welfare, 
corruption, and the environment etc. 
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3. Discuss the need to thwart filing of frivolous PILs before the courts. e.g The judiciary has to 
be extremely careful to see that there is no private malice and/or publicity seeking behind 
the beautiful veil of public interest; courts have to ensure that they are not exploited for 
personal gain, private profit, political motive or any oblique consideration etc. 

Conclusion-Based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
Suggest the way forward as to what should be done in this matter. 

Background :- 

 Public Interest Litigation (PIL) means a legal action initiated in a court for the enforcement of public interest or 
general interest in which the public or a class of the community have pecuniary interest or some interest by which 
their legal rights or liabilities are affected.  

 Now a days, PIL are increasing in number as there are a number of incidents which curtails or hurts the feeling of 
people as well as their rights as the citizens of the country. 

Merits of PIL:- 

 Vigilant citizens can find an inexpensive remedy because there is only a nominal rate of court fees. 

 Litigants can focus attention on and achieve results pertaining to larger public issues especially in the field of 
human rights, consumer welfare and the environment. 

Why the SC has to weigh the imperatives of public debate against the objective of discouraging frivolous PILs:- 

 Many people started handling PIL as a tool for harassment because frivolous cases can be filed without heavy 
court fee as compared to private litigations. 

 Due to the flexibility of character of the PIL, the opposite party gets an opportunity to ascertain the precise 
allegation and respond to specific issues. 

 The judiciary has been criticised due to the overstepping of its jurisdiction and that it is unable to implement 
its orders effectively. 

 PIL is being misused by the public agitating for private grievances in the grab of public interest by seeking 
publicity rather than supporting the public cause. 

 The judiciary has to be extremely careful to see that there is no private malice and/or publicity seeking behind 
the beautiful veil of public interest. The above statements are the law declared by the Supreme Court in a 
series of judgments. 

 It is also settled law that a person acting bona fide and having sufficient interest in a PIL will alone have a locus 
standi to approach the Court to wipe out the violation of fundamental rights and a genuine infraction of 
statutory provisions like not for personal gain, private profit, political motive or any oblique consideration. 

 

Q) Discuss the verdict of Supreme Court with respect to Aadhar and the implications of 

the verdict ? (250 words) 

The hindu 

Why this question 

Verdict of the constitutional bench of SC in Aadhar case is a landmark judgment and needs to be 
prepared in detail. The article gives details of the verdict as well as its implications which addresses 
the various debates surrounding Aadhar. This topic is going to remain in news in the near future and 
we have to keep an eye out for the various details and implications of the verdict. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to bring out the details of the verdict and explain how the verdict addresses 
the various debates surrounding Aadhar. We also need to discuss what the implications of the verdict 
are with respect to the beneficiaries of government subsidies, mandatory production of Aadhar for 
the enjoyment of various services etc. 
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Directive word 

Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both 
for and against arguments. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain the background of the Aadhar case and emphasize on its significance. 

Body 

Explain the details of SC’s verdict in Aadhar case 

Supreme Court upheld the validity of Aadhaar saying sufficient security measures are taken to 
protect data and it is difficult to launch surveillance on citizens on the basis of Aadhaar 

 asked the Centre to bring a robust law for data protection as soon as possible. 

 majority opinion has sought to limit the import of the scheme to aspects directly related to 
welfare benefits, subsidies and money spent from the Consolidated Fund of India 

 Section 57 of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery Of Financial And Other Subsidies, Benefits And 
Services) Act, 2016, has been struck down to the extent that it authorised body corporates 
and individuals to use the Aadhaar number to establish someone’s identity. Schools have 
been barred from making the submission of the Aadhaar number mandatory to enrol 
children. A few other provisions have been read down or clarified 

Discuss what the verdict has to say with respect to the various debates surrounding Aadhar such as 
privacy, surveillance etc 

Discuss the implications of the verdict – how the verdict would impact the usage of Aadhar for 
various purposes and the future of the UID project 

Conclusion – Mention that the issue has been under debate for long and the verdict would go a long 
way in easing the issues surrounding Aadhar. 

Background :- 

 Since SC ruled last year that privacy is a fundamental right, opinion began to gain ground that the unique 
identification programme was vulnerable in the face of judicial scrutiny. It was projected by sceptics, detractors 
and activists as an intrusion on citizens privacy, a byword for a purported surveillance system, a grand project to 
harvest personal data for commercial exploitation by private parties and profiling by the state. 

SC verdict on Aadhar :- 

 The law enabling the implementation of the programme does not violate the right to privacy of citizens instead, 
the project empowers marginalised sections and procures dignity for them along with services, benefits and 
subsidies by leveraging the power of technology. 

 In upholding the constitutional validity of Aadhaar and clarifying areas in which it cannot be made mandatory, 
the Supreme Court has restored the original intent of the programme: to plug leakages in subsidy schemes and 
to have better targeting of welfare benefits. 

 The judgment narrows the scope of Aadhaar but provides a framework within which it can work. The majority 
opinion has sought to limit the import of the scheme to aspects directly related to welfare benefits, subsidies and 
money spent from the Consolidated Fund of India. Thus, controversial circulars and rules making it mandatory 
to link mobile phone numbers and bank accounts to Aadhaar numbers have been declared unconstitutional. 

 Section 57 of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery Of Financial And Other Subsidies, Benefits And Services) Act, 2016, 
has been struck down to the extent that it authorised body corporates and individuals to use the Aadhaar number 
to establish someone’s identity. 

 Schools have been barred from making the submission of the Aadhaar number mandatory to enroll children. 

 With enrolment saturation reaching 1.2 billion people, the programme had acquired a scale and momentum that 
was irreversible. 
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 Aadhaar Act passes the triple test laid down in the ‘Privacy’ judgment under which there ought to be a law, a 
legitimate state interest and an element of proportionality in any law that seeks to abridge the right of privacy. 

 The Supreme Court upheld the validity of Aadhaar saying sufficient security measures are taken to protect data 
and it is difficult to launch surveillance on citizens on the basis of Aadhaar. 

 The SC asked the Centre to bring a robust law for data protection as soon as possible. 

 The SC has made linking of Aadhaar and PAN mandatory. The apex court also made Aadhaar mandatory for filing 
of Income Tax Return (ITR). 

 The SC directed the government to ensure that illegal migrants are not issued Aadhaar to get benefits of social 
welfare schemes. 

 The apex court struck down the provision in Aadhaar law allowing sharing of data on the ground of national 
security. 

 The SC said there is a fundamental difference between Aadhaar and other identity proof as Aadhaar cannot be 
duplicated and it is a unique identification. It added that Aadhaar is to empower the marginalised sections of the 
society, and it gives them an identity. 

 Children cannot be denied benefits for the lack of the Aadhaar Card 

 The government cannot deny providing welfare benefits to children if they do not have Aadhaar card. It is 
worth mentioning here that even new-borns can be enrolled for Aadhaar. The court also mentioned that a 
child will be given the authority to opt out from the benefits provided under various welfare schemes when 
they turn 18. 

 Section 47 invalidated – Individuals can now file cases in a Court related to Aadhaar 

 Section 47 has also been repealed by the Supreme Court. The section did not allow any court to take 
cognizance of offences punishable under this act if the complaint was made by individuals.  Only those 
officers who were authorized by UIDAI had the authority to file complaints related to Aadhaar. But now, 
even individuals can file complaints related to Aadhaar in courts. 

 Aadhaar authentication data cannot be stored for more than 6 months 

 Aadhaar authentication data can now be stored only for 6 months now. Earlier, the Aadhaar Act allowed 
authorities to store the data for up to 5 years. 

 Aadhaar not mandatory for Digital Wallets 

 Aadhaar is not mandatory for various digital wallets. Currently, various companies providing the mobile 
wallet service ask their customers to furnish their Aadhaar to avail full-fledged services. However, these 
companies cannot ask their customers for Aadhaar details from now onwards. 

 Aadhaar not mandatory for examinations conducted by CBSE, UGC and NET 

 Various institutional bodies made it mandatory for students taking up all India level examinations to furnish 
their Aadhaar number in the application form. The students also had to bring their Aadhaar to the 
examination centres for verification. However, it is not mandatory to provide Aadhaar details from now 
onwards 

Implications:- 

 Negatives:- 

 There have been biometric authentication failures that have led to denial of rights and legal entitlements, 
and the reason for such failures is in the project’s inability to account for and remedy flaws in its network 
and design. Dignity and rights of individuals are made to depend on algorithms and probabilities . 

 According to data revealed earlier this year by the Right To Food (RTF) campaign, an advocacy group, 14 
people allegedly starved to death in Jharkhand over 10 months after being denied rations because they 
didn’t have Aadhaar cards. 
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 Denial of ration/food grains have been reported widely over UID issues including problems of biometric. 
Massive malnutrition and related deaths of children in Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and 
tribal areas are pointers to the danger that lies in such a judgement. 

 According to Amnesty India, making an Aadhaar card a prerequisite to access essential services and benefits 
can obstruct access to several constitutional rights, including the rights of people to food, health care, 
education and social security. 

 Positives:- 

 A relief for those who no longer have to link their cards to their bank accounts and mobiles  

 Students of CBSE, NEET, UGC also do not require Aadhaar number to appear in exams. Even schools cannot 
seek Aadhaar card for admissions. 

 The constitution bench of the top court has also struck down the national security exception under the 
Aadhaar Act. This will indirectly ensure greater privacy of individual’s Aadhaar data while restricting the 
government accessibility to it. 

 

Q) Discuss the verdict of SC in M Nagraj case 2006 and the clarification issued by SC wrt 

reservation in promotions ?  (250 words)  

Financial express 

Why this question 

The issue of reservation in promotions for SC/ST in public sector jobs has been a source of debate 
since Indra Sawhney verdict. The clarifications issued by SC yesterday on the same issue gives some 
clarifications wrt Nagraj verdict. The details of the verdict along with the implications it has on the 
issue of reservation in promotions need to be prepared in detail. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to examine the issue of reservation in promotions, give details of the verdict 
of SC in Nagraj case etc, and highlight the clarification issued by SC on the same issue. Finally, we 
need to bring out whether or not the verdict settled the debates surrounding the issue of reservation 
in promotions. 

Directive word 

Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both 
for and against arguments. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Give a brief background of the issue and details about the current case. 

Body 

Discuss the constitutional provisions related to reservation in promotions for SC/ST and explain what 
the issue is all about. 

Discuss the verdict of SC in Nagraj case 

 five-judge constitution bench, in its 2006 verdict in the M Nagraj case, had said the states 
are bound to provide quantifiable data on the backwardness of SCs and STs, the facts about 
their inadequate representation in government jobs and the overall administrative 
efficiency, before providing quota in promotions to members of these communities. 

Discuss the 3 criteria that had to be satisfied for granting reservation in promotions 

 Highlight the clarification issued by court yesterday – that data requirement is not 
mandatory. Highlight that the issue of administrative efficiency etc have not gotten any 
clarifications. 
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Discuss the implications of the verdict and what it means for the overall debate on reservations 

Conclusion – Give your view on this issue and discuss the way forward. 

Background:- 

 Recently Supreme Court of India may have virtually paved way for the implementation of reservation in 
promotions in government jobs. 

SC verdict on Nagaraj case:- 

 The 2006 verdict had mandated states to provide quantifiable data on the backwardness of Scheduled Castes 
(SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST), information on inadequate representation in government jobs and the overall 
administrative efficiency before going ahead with the quota for them. 

 The Centre and various state governments had sought a reconsideration of this verdict on various grounds. The 
governments had contested that SC and ST communities are presumed to be backward and considering their 
stigma of caste, they should be given reservation even in job promotions. 

 For all practical purposes, the older verdict had sealed any possibility of extending quota benefits to serving 
employees. Dalit groups argue this had adversely affected the career progression of SC/ST employees because of 
an inherent bias against them. 

Clarification given by SC regarding reservation in promotions:- 

 The Supreme Court held that there was no need to refer its 2006 verdict on benefits of quotas in job promotions 
for SC/ST employees to a larger bench. 

 The conclusion arrived at in the Nagaraj case that the states have to collect quantifiable data showing 
backwardness of SCs and STs was contrary to the nine-judge bench judgement in the Indra Sawhney verdict of 
1992, popularly known as Mandal Commission case 

 Clarified that states need not collect quantifiable data on the backwardness of SC/ST employees to provide 
benefits of quota in job promotion. 

 The verdict has virtually left it upon the state and Central government to decide as to when and in what form 
reservation in promotion is to be implemented. 

 SC did not comment on two other conditions given in the 2006 verdict which dealt with adequacy of 
representation of SC/ST in promotion and not to disturb administrative efficiency, 

 The verdict cleared a major hurdle that was cited by the central government in granting reservation in promotion 
to its employees belonging to the Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST). 

Implications :- 

 Even though some have managed to secure promotions, they have been facing caste-based discrimination for 
a long time. So economic well-being of a section of the SC/ST community does not discount their social exclusion. 

 The litigants, who opposed to reservation in promotion, also contended that Dalits and Adivasis have come to 
occupy the office of the President, Central Ministers, Chief Justice of India and Chief Ministers, and this section is 
no more socially disabled as they were in the past. So the contention of reservation based on economic 
backwardness will be back to discussion again. 

 Creamy layer principle will not be applied to members of the SC/ST community while considering them for 
promotions in government service. 

 

Q) The Supreme Court finds a pragmatic middle path between the Aadhaar scheme 

excesses and its benefits to the marginalised. Analyze. (250 words) 

The hindu 

Indian express 
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Why this question 

SC’s judgment upholding the constitutional validity of Aadhar is a landmark judgment. The articles 
analyzes the verdict in detail and explains the implications of the verdict – the good along with the 
bad. Preparing this topic in detail is required, and newspapers will be flooded with opinion pieces 
examining the verdict over the next few days. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to explain the verdict and highlight that how the verdict is a balancing act. 
We need to discuss the verdict in details and highlight the things that Aadhar can be used for and 
areas where the court has mandated that it’s not necessary. 

Directive word 

Analyze – When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain the background of the case and mention that SC has recently given its verdict 
in the case. 

Body 

Discuss the arguments given by the court for deciding that Aadhar is constitutional and should be 
used for distribution of public services. Highlight that majority favoured the scheme’s continuance 
for the sake of the 99.76% of people included under it, rather than fret over the 0.24% who were 
excluded because of authentication failure. 

Also mention that the majority decision has also made it clear that the creation of metadata and its 
analysis would not be permitted. Authenticated data cannot now be stored for more than six months 
and several directions have been issued to enhance data protection. Another major relief is that the 
Aadhaar number cannot be used by private corporations and the state cannot enter into any 
contract with such companies for the sharing of data. 

Discuss how the verdict of the court disallows the excesses under the Aadhar Act. Discuss why the 
court has struck down section 57 of the Act. 

Conclusion – Give your view on whether or not the verdict is a middle path. 

Background :- 

 Since SC ruled last year that privacy is a fundamental right, opinion began to gain ground that the unique 
identification programme was vulnerable in the face of judicial scrutiny. It was projected by sceptics, detractors 
and activists as an intrusion on citizens privacy, a byword for a purported surveillance system, a grand project to 
harvest personal data for commercial exploitation by private parties and profiling by the state. 

SC verdict on Aadhar :- 

 The law enabling the implementation of the programme does not violate the right to privacy of citizens instead, 
the project empowers marginalised sections and procures dignity for them along with services, benefits and 
subsidies by leveraging the power of technology. 

 In upholding the constitutional validity of Aadhaar and clarifying areas in which it cannot be made mandatory, 
the Supreme Court has restored the original intent of the programme: to plug leakages in subsidy schemes and 
to have better targeting of welfare benefits. 

 The judgment narrows the scope of Aadhaar but provides a framework within which it can work. The majority 
opinion has sought to limit the import of the scheme to aspects directly related to welfare benefits, subsidies and 
money spent from the Consolidated Fund of India. Thus, controversial circulars and rules making it mandatory 
to link mobile phone numbers and bank accounts to Aadhaar numbers have been declared unconstitutional. 

 Section 57 of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery Of Financial And Other Subsidies, Benefits And Services) Act, 2016, 
has been struck down to the extent that it authorised body corporates and individuals to use the Aadhaar number 
to establish someone’s identity. 
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 Schools have been barred from making the submission of the Aadhaar number mandatory to enroll children. 

 With enrolment saturation reaching 1.2 billion people, the programme had acquired a scale and momentum that 
was irreversible. 

 Aadhaar Act passes the triple test laid down in the ‘Privacy’ judgment under which there ought to be a law, a 
legitimate state interest and an element of proportionality in any law that seeks to abridge the right of privacy. 

 The Supreme Court upheld the validity of Aadhaar saying sufficient security measures are taken to protect data 
and it is difficult to launch surveillance on citizens on the basis of Aadhaar. 

 The SC asked the Centre to bring a robust law for data protection as soon as possible. 

 The SC has made linking of Aadhaar and PAN mandatory. The apex court also made Aadhaar mandatory for filing 
of Income Tax Return (ITR). 

 The SC directed the government to ensure that illegal migrants are not issued Aadhaar to get benefits of social 
welfare schemes. 

 The apex court struck down the provision in Aadhaar law allowing sharing of data on the ground of national 
security. 

 The SC said there is a fundamental difference between Aadhaar and other identity proof as Aadhaar cannot be 
duplicated and it is a unique identification. It added that Aadhaar is to empower the marginalised sections of the 
society, and it gives them an identity. 

 Children cannot be denied benefits for the lack of the Aadhaar Card 

 The government cannot deny providing welfare benefits to children if they do not have Aadhaar card. It is 
worth mentioning here that even new-borns can be enrolled for Aadhaar. The court also mentioned that a 
child will be given the authority to opt out from the benefits provided under various welfare schemes when 
they turn 18. 

 Section 47 invalidated – Individuals can now file cases in a Court related to Aadhaar 

 Section 47 has also been repealed by the Supreme Court. The section did not allow any court to take 
cognizance of offences punishable under this act if the complaint was made by individuals.  Only those 
officers who were authorized by UIDAI had the authority to file complaints related to Aadhaar. But now, 
even individuals can file complaints related to Aadhaar in courts. 

 Aadhaar authentication data cannot be stored for more than 6 months 

 Aadhaar authentication data can now be stored only for 6 months now. Earlier, the Aadhaar Act allowed 
authorities to store the data for up to 5 years. 

 Aadhaar not mandatory for Digital Wallets 

 Aadhaar is not mandatory for various digital wallets. Currently, various companies providing the mobile 
wallet service ask their customers to furnish their Aadhaar to avail full-fledged services. However, these 
companies cannot ask their customers for Aadhaar details from now onwards. 

 Aadhaar not mandatory for examinations conducted by CBSE, UGC and NET 

 Various institutional bodies made it mandatory for students taking up all India level examinations to furnish 
their Aadhaar number in the application form. The students also had to bring their Aadhaar to the 
examination centres for verification. However, it is not mandatory to provide Aadhaar details from now 
onwards 

Implications:- 

 Negatives:- 

 There have been biometric authentication failures that have led to denial of rights and legal entitlements, 
and the reason for such failures is in the project’s inability to account for and remedy flaws in its network 
and design. Dignity and rights of individuals are made to depend on algorithms and probabilities . 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  36 www.insightsias.com  

SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 

 According to data revealed earlier this year by the Right To Food (RTF) campaign, an advocacy group, 14 
people allegedly starved to death in Jharkhand over 10 months after being denied rations because they 
didn’t have Aadhaar cards. 

 Denial of ration/food grains have been reported widely over UID issues including problems of biometric. 
Massive malnutrition and related deaths of children in Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and 
tribal areas are pointers to the danger that lies in such a judgement. 

 According to Amnesty India, making an Aadhaar card a prerequisite to access essential services and benefits 
can obstruct access to several constitutional rights, including the rights of people to food, health care, 
education and social security. 

 Positives:- 

 A relief for those who no longer have to link their cards to their bank accounts and mobiles  

 Students of CBSE, NEET, UGC also do not require Aadhaar number to appear in exams. Even schools cannot 
seek Aadhaar card for admissions. 

 The constitution bench of the top court has also struck down the national security exception under the 
Aadhaar Act. This will indirectly ensure greater privacy of individual’s Aadhaar data while restricting the 
government accessibility to it. 

 The SC has struck down the following requirement:-  

 Earlier Prevention of Money-Laundering Rules were amended to make it mandatory for linking every 
bank account with the Aadhaar number. Thus, more than a billion bank accounts were required to be 
linked and it was actually done in more than half the number of total bank accounts. 

 This was an extremely disproportionate step that caused enormous hardship because several bank 
accounts were completely blocked where the Aadhaar number had not been linked. 

 Aadhaar number effectively invalidated all other forms of identity:- 

 The SC has now pointed out that important benefits cannot be denied merely because the Aadhaar 
number is not available or the fingerprints of an individual do not match. He should have the option of 
producing alternative methods of identity, and get the benefits he is statutorily entitled to. 

 

Q) SC’s ruling on Adultery law is a triumph for gender equality. Discuss. (250 words)  

Hindustantimes 

Why this question 

Verdicts of Supreme Court on laws which affect the conscience and morality of society needs to be 
prepared. Section 497 of IPC has been a matter of debate over equality of sexes since long and the 
court verdict was on progressive lines. This issue is this important for mains. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to explain what section 497 of IPC talks about, the verdict of the court in the 
case and the reasons why the verdict is an important landmark for gender equality. We need to also 
discuss the other side of the debate wherein we highlight that India still needs to go a long way in 
ensuring true equality of sexes. 

Directive word 

Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both 
for and against arguments. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain what section 497 of IPC is – it deemed adultery a crime. 
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Body 

Discuss how adultery is defined under the Act – The archaic law stipulated that only a married man 
can invoke Section 497 against another man for having a relationship with his wife. A woman with 
a similar grievance could not approach the court. The law also interpreted adultery as a married 
man’s sexual relationship with a married woman which meant that his relations with, say, a single 
woman was not. 

Highlight the reasons given by the court as to why this section has been declared unconstitutional. 

Discuss how this is good for gender equality – women no longer lived in the shadows of their 
husbands and are not mere objects who can be preyed upon by men who then become criminally 
liable if the woman’s husband has not given his consent to an adulterous relationship. Also mention 
that the law is archaic and is not in tune with societal realities of our times 

Discuss why this is only a small victory and a lot more needs to be done for ensuring true gender 
equality 

Conclusion – Give your view on the verdict and whether this is a victory for true equality among 
sexes. 

Background:- 

 In India the offence of adultery is punishable under Section 497 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), 1860. As it stands, 
this Section makes only men having sexual intercourse with the wives of other men without the consent of their 
husbands punishable and women cannot be punished even as abettors. Keeping in mind the changing times SC 
dealt with this issue recently. 

Why SC judgment on adultery law is a triumph for gender equality ? 

 Section 497 of the IPC treats only the man as the offender and the married woman as a victim. They say that in 
making the husband the only person who can prosecute for adultery, the law is founded upon the idea that the 
status of the wife in a marriage is akin to that of the property of the husband. 

 It does not penalize the sexual intercourse of a married man with an unmarried woman or a widow or even 
a married woman when her husband consents to it. 

 In case the offence of adultery is committed, the husband cannot prosecute his unfaithful wife but can only 
prosecute her adulterer. 

 So the law only saw adultery as a dispute between two men, one of whom could decide on his wife’s 
behaviour. The verdict is acknowledgment that what may be deemed a moral wrong by some is not a criminal 
wrong 

 In essence, a woman can neither file a case of adultery, nor can she be prosecuted on the ground of adultery. This 
cuts gender discrimination both ways, that is, it discriminates against men and women. 

 The verdict also firmly supports the fact that the law alone cannot protect a marriage. The state, as made clear 
from the underlying sentiments of the verdict, has no place in the private lives of people as long as they are 
engaged in consensual relationships. 

 The Supreme Court said the Victorian provision of adultery in the Indian Penal Code treats a married woman as 
her husband’s subordinate. 

 The judges made clear that women no longer lived in the shadows of their husbands and are not mere 
objects who can be preyed upon by men who then become criminally liable if the woman’s husband has not 
given his consent to an adulterous relationship. 

 Partners in marriage do not mortgage their sexual autonomy to each other, effectively taking the morality 
argument out of adultery 

 The very existence of adultery in the criminal statute is violative of the fundamental right to life and to live with 
dignity. 
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 Adultery is no more a criminal offence like in most European countries but it may still have legal consequences, 
especially in divorce proceedings. In the U.S., adultery is generally punished in some states only if committed 
habitually or with public notoriety. 

 Adultery amounts to breach of trust between a married couple and should thus qualify as a strong ground for 
divorce, but should not carry other penalties such as imprisonment. 

 With individual autonomy and choices being recognised as an integral part of the right to privacy, there is no 
justification in retaining a dated adultery law. 

More is needed to be done for gender equality:- 

 Despite the judgement the actual implementation is still under question due to the behavioural mindset of 
patriarchy largely present in the society. Women are still considered as husband’s property despite women 
education and gender equality is still far from certain. 

 

Topic – Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the 

federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein. 

Q) The draft Personal Data Protection Bill poses a danger to the hard-won right to 

information. Critically Examine. (250 words) 

The hindu 

Why this question 

The article talks about one more issue with the BN Srikrishna committee report. The current article 
highlights how the provisions of the draft data protection Bill are at odds with RTI Act and 
transparency provisions. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to bring out the pros and cons of the provisions of the draft Bill of those 
provisions which are against the provisions of RTI Act and transparency. Finally we need to provide 
a fair and balanced opinion on the provisions of the draft Bill and discuss the way forward. 

Directive word 

Critically examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get 
into details, and find out the causes or implications if any . When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to 
a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Give a background of the data protection Bill and talk about the challenges 
emanating for RTI Act from all corners 

Body 

Highlight the provisions of the draft Bill which create such a conundrum 

Provisions related to personal data and the need to amend RTI act to protect “personal data” 

Srikrishna Committee suggests amending this clause to authorise public information officers, or 
PIOs, to deny information containing ‘personal data’, if they feel that such disclosure is likely to cause 
harm to ‘the data principal’, and if such harm outweighs public interest. 

Highlight that such a step is necessary for protecting the privacy of data, tackles with the 
unnecessary demands raised under RTI Act etc 

Highlight how such provisions are antagonistic to the ideals of transparency and accountability and 
would grant greater discretion and further the travails of RTI Act 

Conclusion – Give a fair and balanced conclusion and discuss the way forward. 
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Background :- 

 Recently information commissioner cautioned against amending the RTI Act while implementing the data 
protection framework suggested by the Srikrishna Committee report. 

Draft bill on data protection:- 

 Rights of the individual:  

 The Bill sets out certain rights of the individual.  These include: (i) right to obtain confirmation from the 
fiduciary on whether its personal data has been processed, (ii) right to seek correction of inaccurate, 
incomplete, or out-of-date personal data, and (iii) right to have personal data transferred to any other data 
fiduciary in certain circumstances. 

 Obligations of the data fiduciary: 

 The Bill sets out obligations of the entity who has access to the personal data (data fiduciary).  These include: 
(i) implementation of policies with regard to processing of data, (ii) maintaining transparency with regard to 
its practices on processing data, (iii) implementing security safeguards (such, as encryption of data), and (iv) 
instituting grievance redressal mechanisms to address complaints of individuals. 

 Data Protection Authority:  

 The Bill provides for the establishment of a Data Protection Authority.  

 The Authority is empowered to: 

(i) take steps to protect interests of individuals 

(ii) prevent misuse of personal data 

(iii) ensure compliance with the Bill.  

 It will consist of a chairperson and six members, with knowledge of at least 10 years in the field of data 
protection and information technology.  Orders of the Authority can be appealed to an Appellate 
Tribunal established by the central government and appeals from the Tribunal will go to the Supreme 
Court. 

 Grounds for processing personal data: 

 The Bill allows processing of data by fiduciaries if consent is provided.  However, in certain 
circumstances, processing of data may be permitted without consent of the individual.  These 
grounds include: 

 If necessary for any function of Parliament or state legislature, or if required by the state for 
providing benefits to the individual 

 If required under law or for the compliance of any court judgement. 

 To respond to a medical emergency, threat to public health or breakdown of public order. 

 For reasonable purposes specified by the Authority, related to activities such as fraud detection, 
debt recovery, and whistle blowing. 

 Grounds for processing sensitive personal data:-  

 Processing of sensitive personal data is allowed on certain grounds, including: 

 Based on explicit consent of the individual 

 If necessary for any function of Parliament or state legislature, or, if required by the state for 
providing benefits to the individual 

 If required under law or for the compliance of any court judgement.  

 Sensitive personal data includes passwords, financial data, biometric data, genetic data, caste, 
religious or political beliefs, or any other category of data specified by the Authority.  

 Additionally, fiduciaries are required to institute appropriate mechanisms for age verification and 
parental consent when processing sensitive personal data of children. 
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 Transfer of data outside India: 

 Personal data (except sensitive personal data) may be transferred outside India under certain 
conditions.  

 These include: (i) where the central government has prescribed that transfers to a particular 
country are permissible, or (ii) where the Authority approves the transfer in a situation of 
necessity. 

 Exemptions: 

 The Bill provides exemptions from compliance with its provisions, for certain reasons including: (i) 
state security, (ii) prevention, investigation, or prosecution of any offence, or (iii) personal, 
domestic, or journalistic purposes. 

 Offences and Penalties: 

 Under the Bill, the Authority may levy penalties for various offences by the fiduciary including (i) 
failure to perform its duties, (ii) data processing in violation of the Bill, and (iii) failure to comply 
with directions issued by the Authority.  

 For example, under the Bill, the fiduciary is required to notify the Authority of any personal data 
breach which is likely to cause harm to the individual. Failure to promptly notify the Authority can 
attract a penalty of the higher of Rs 5 crore or 2% of the worldwide turnover of the fiduciary.  

 Amendments to other laws:  The Bill makes consequential amendments to the Information Technology 
Act, 2000.  It also amends the Right to Information Act, 2005, and to permit non-disclosure of 
personal information where harm to the individual outweighs public good 

 The data protection Bill identifies “personal data” as any data that directly or indirectly identifies 
a person. It then calls for amending clause 8.1.j of the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005. 

How the bill poses a danger to the hard won right to information:- 

 The draft Personal Data Protection Bill, 2018 seeks to amend the RTI Act’s Section 8(1)(j), which states that 
personal information that doesn’t serve “public activity or interest” cannot be disclosed unless it is deemed to be 
of public interest. In other words, personal information can be sought under RTI if it is found to serve a public 
cause. RTI Act may be rendered absolutely useless in securing access to public records pertaining to public 
servants if it is amended. 

 It proposes that if such information is likely to cause harm to a data principal and such harm outweighs the 
aforementioned public interest, can the information be exempted from disclosure. This opens up discretion of 
deciding the harm and public interest, neither of which are defined. 

 Activists criticize that there is absolutely no need to replace present privacy clause, as it has properly balanced 
the privacy rights of the public servants and the public interest in disclosure of information in connection with 
public activity. 

 The privacy of public servants has been protected by the RTI Act as envisaged by Supreme Court in R. 
Rajagopal v Tamil Nadu and Justice Puttaswamy cases and therefore, there was absolutely no need to 
replace present section 8 of RTI Act. 

 The RTI Act’s core aim is to bring accountability by making available public records that disclose the actions and 
decisions of specific, identifiable members of the political class and the bureaucracy. The Data Protection Bill 
extends the cloak of ‘personal data’ over all such information. It asks PIOs to weigh public interest against the 
potential for harm to those identifiable in public documents. 

 The Bill ignores that another key aim of the RTI Act is containing corruption. By bringing corruption to light, 
dogged RTI users have served public interest and caused ‘harm’, in terms of the Bill, to those exposed. 

 Under the proposed amendment, PIOs will be forced to test public interest versus potential for harm to 
multiple “data principals” in just about every request that they handle, and this is a responsibility they will be 
reluctant to take on. 
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 Amended clause will chill the RTI Act, as PIOs will now have a strong legal ground to play safe, and toss out RTI 
requests deploying an amended clause 8.1.j. 

 

Topic–  Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various 

Constitutional Bodies. 

Q) SFCs have not been provided with the necessary environment to play their rightful role 

in Indian fiscal federalism. Comment. (250 words)  

The hindu 

Why this question 

While Union Finance Commissions (UFC) have been regularly constituted and their reports have 
influenced Indian federalism, State Finance Commissions (SFCs) have not been given due attention. 
It is important to discuss the problems faced by them which have resulted in suppressing their role 
in the Indian fiscal federalism. 

Directive word 

Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to express our opinion as to how SFCs have not been provided with the 
necessary environment to play their rightful role in Indian fiscal federalism. We have to substantiate 
our point with proper facts and arguments. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– Write a few lines about the SFCs. e.g The State Finance Commission (SFC) is a unique 
institution created by the 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments (CAs) to rationalise and 
systematise State/sub-State-level fiscal relations in India. Its primary task is to rectify growing 
horizontal imbalances in the delivery of essential public services to citizens. But there has been 
inadequate appreciation of the significance of this institution. 

Body– 

 Discuss the role of SFCs. 

 Discuss how have not been provided with the necessary environment. E.g mention article 
243I; Till date, only Assam, Himachal Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Kerala have submitted their 
fifth SFC reports. Many States are yet to cross the third SFC stage; The seriousness, 
regularity, acceptance of recommendations and their implementation which characterise 
the Union Finance Commissions (UFCs) are conspicuously absent when it comes to SFCs; 
overwhelming presence of serving and/or retired bureaucrats in SFCs; local governments 
with no proper budgetary system are in deep disarray and, because of that, SFCs face a 
crucial problem of reliable data etc. 

Conclusion- Based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 

Background:- 

 State Finance Commission (SFC) is a unique institution created by the 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments 
(CAs) to rationalise and systematise State/sub-State-level fiscal relations in India. It has few parallels in other 
federal systems. 

 Its primary task is to rectify growing horizontal imbalances in the delivery of essential public services to citizens. 

 Article 243I of the Constitution mandated the State Governor to constitute a Finance Commission within one year 
of the CAs (before April 24, 1994) and thereafter every five years. This means fifth generation SFCs ought to have 
submitted reports by now, with around 140 reports available in the public domain 
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Why they could not play good role:- 

 Very few states actively formed the commissions:- 

 Till date, only Assam, Himachal Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Kerala have submitted their fifth SFC reports. Many 
States are yet to cross the third SFC stage. The large majority has violated the mandate of the Constitution 
with impunity. 

 Neglected:- 

 The seriousness, regularity, acceptance of recommendations and their implementation which characterise 
the Union Finance Commissions (UFCs) are conspicuously absent when it comes to SFCs. The UFC has been 
widely acknowledged as a professional and quasi-judicial body when compared to the SFC. 

 It is important to disabuse the notion among several politicians, policymakers and even experts that SFCs 
and the local governments they deal with have an inferior constitutional status when compared to the 
UFC 

 Composition:- 

 composition of SFCs would reveal the overwhelming presence of serving and/or retired bureaucrats rather 
than academics. 

 SFCs face a crucial problem of reliable data 

 Local governments with no proper budgetary system are in deep disarray and, because of that, SFCs face a crucial 
problem of reliable data etc. 

 For historical reasons, UFCs, particularly from the third, have chosen a restrictive role of staying away from 
plan and investment allocations 

 SFCs normally could not do this although some have chosen the UFC path 

They played good role:- 

 The task of the SFC to correct horizontal imbalances is extremely onerous when compared with the UFC as SFCs 
have to consider nearly 2.5 lakh local governments to promote minimum essential services in rural and urban 
areas 

 An SFC is the institutional agency to implement the golden rule of cooperative federalism that every citizen should 
be assured minimum public goods irrespective of her choice of residence 

 Article 280(3) has been amended to add clauses (bb) and (c) in order to take measures to augment the resources 
of panchayats and municipalities on the basis of the recommendations “made by the finance commission of the 
state. These sub-clauses affirm the organic link between local governments and SFCs to fiscal federalism 

 The federalist development state of India can grow only through a process of evolutionary policy making which 
works towards cherished goals. Articles 243G and 243W give mandate of planning for economic development 
and social justice. 

 

Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of 

their design and implementation. 

Q) Recently the National Green Tribunal pulled up the government for “tardy progress” on 

the Clean Ganga Mission. Evaluate whether there is a need for a law heavy on punitive 

measures to clean the Ganga. (250 words) 

Indianexpress 

Why this question 

The article discusses the status of Namami Gange project and the target of the government to see a 
70-80% improvement in water of Ganges. The article highlights the issues with a draft proposal by 
the government of introducing stricter punitive measures to tackle pollution of the river. It also 
highlights the issues with the implementation of Namami Gange. Since cleaning the Ganges is a top 
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priority of the government and several questions in the past few years have been asked from this 
topic, it is important for mains. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to first explain the status of Namami Gange project, how far the government 
has been successful in cleaning up the river. Next, we need to highlight the issues with Namami 
Gange project and the overall approach of the government in dealing with the issue of river cleaning. 
In this light, we need to evaluate whether a law which penalizes more strictly for dirtying the river 
would help in more efficient implementation of cleaning project. We need to conclude with a fair 
and balanced opinion and mention way forward. 

Directive word 

Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences.  You have to appraise the worth 
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain the Namami Gange initiative of the government – Namami Gange’ program 
was announced under the National Mission for Clean Ganga initiative with an allocated budget of 
Rs 20,000 crores for 5 years and that the project covers eight states and seeks to fully connect all 
1,632 Gram Panchayats along the Ganga to a sanitation system by 2022. 

Body 

 We need to explain how far the government has been successful in implementing the project 
– According to a new report from the CAG, this new push to clean the Ganga is not delivering 
results. The Government had only used $260 million of the $1.05 billion earmarked for the 
flagship programme between April 2015 and March 2017. All of these projects had a 
consistent list of problems: unused funds, an absence of a long-term plan, and delays in 
taking concrete action. 

 Thereafter we need to highlight the issues with the project – diversion of water for irrigation 
and other purposes which reduces the flow of water, poor effluent management system, 
faulty implementation of rules and regulations etc 

 Next, we need to discuss whether a low more focussed on taking punitive action would help 
in alleviating the issues being faced. We need to compare it with the current strategy, if 
properly implemented 

Conclusion – We need to provide our opinion on the need for such a law and discuss what the way 
forward should be. 

Background:- 

 Government admitted in Rajya Sabha recently that Ganga doesn’t meet even bathing quality in Haridwar, districts 
Kannauj to Allahabad, and Berhampore (Murshidabad district) to Diamond Harbour (South 24 Parganas). 

 Again, the CAG’s 2017 report reveals that coliform levels in all river-abutting cities in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and 
West Bengal were up to 334 times higher than the level deemed acceptable by the Central Pollution Control 
Board. 

 Recently National Green Tribunal pulled up the government for its tardy job and said that the stretches between 
Haridwar and Unnao were unfit for drinking and bathing and that authorities should display health warnings.  

 So there is a need to ensure ganga is revived to its earlier glory. 

Clean Ganga mission:- 

 Namami Gange program was announced under the National Mission for Clean Ganga initiative with an allocated 
budget of Rs 20,000 crores for 5 years and that the project covers eight states and seeks to fully connect all 1,632 
Gram Panchayats along the Ganga to a sanitation system by 2022. 
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Law alone will not help due to the following reasons:- 

 Main issues got lost in specious technicalities, flagrant violation of laws, ubiquitous corruption, and absence of 
co-ordination between the Centre and States. 

 Three-fourths of Ganga’s pollution emanates from municipal sewage of some 100 cities and towns, , besides 
thousands of villages located along its banks, stretching over 2,525 km. 

 Ineffective implementation of policies:- 

 In UP, for example, almost all industries inspected by the CPCB in 2013 were in breach of the standards. 

 Namami Gange recognises that the key to reviving the river lies in a robust sewage infrastructure. More 
importantly, the project accepted that its success hinged on the support of the people, whose activities impact 
the Ganga. But not much happened. 

 Namami Gange, in fact, has been dogged by the failing of other Ganga clean-up projects i.e.., the gap 
between intention and implementation. Till March, the water resources ministry had spent barely a fifth of 
the Rs 20,000 crore allocated for the project. 

 CAG:- 

 The Government had only used $260 million of the $1.05 billion earmarked for the flagship programme 
between April 2015 and March 2017. 

 All of these projects had a consistent list of problems: unused funds, an absence of a long-term plan, and 
delays in taking concrete action. 

 Previous attempts to clean the river have been unsuccessful because treatment infrastructure never kept pace 
with the scale of pollution and riparian states and the Centre had not ensured that pollution was checked at 
source before being emptied into the river. 

 Also water has been diverted for irrigation and other purposes which reduces the flow of water. 

Yes there is a need for a law:- 

 With a new law a host of activities that impact the Ganga will be deemed illegal. These include construction 
activities that obstruct the river, withdrawal of groundwater for commercial or industrial purposes, commercial 
fishing and discharging of sewage into the river. 

 The ministry also has drafted a bill which prescribes a slew of penal provisions like including fines and 
imprisonment to curb these activities. The draft also envisages a Ganga Protection Corps to arrest those who 
pollute the river. 

Way forward:- 

 There is need to first plan for drains that discharge into the Ganga, before planning STPs. 

 So also the need for plans for treated effluents i.e.., not to treat and put back treated waste water into open 
drains, where it is again mixed with untreated waste.  

 India Inc. needs to be enticed to forge public-private partnerships for installing and maintaining large STPs, 
besides launching schemes for cultural and tourist-interest activities, including development, maintenance and 
management of ghats, without impairing the sanctity and dignity of the river. 

 NGT recommended that 100 meters from the edge of the river would be treated as no 
development/construction zone between Haridwar to Unnao in UP. 

 

Q) India is still a long way away from the goal of predominantly having electric vehicles on 

Indian roads by 2030. Analyze whether a national policy on electric vehicles would enable 

us to accelerate towards this aim ? (250 words)  

Hindustantimes 
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Why this question 

The article discusses the impact that the absence of a policy regarding electric vehicles has had, the 
immense potential that Indian market offers to the companies working in the field of electric vehicles 
and the need for India to promote electric vehicles. The government has recently indicated its aim 
of having 30% electric vehicles on road and the issue is important from GS2 and GS3 perspective. 

Key demand of the question 

The key focus of the question is on establishing the necessity of a policy regarding promoting electric 
vehicles in terms of achieving the stated aim, the requirement of promoting electric vehicles, as well 
as the impact having a policy would have on promotion of electric vehicles. 

Directive word 

Analyze – When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Discuss the stated aim of achieving 40% electric vehicles on roads by 2030, the efforts 
made by the government in introducing FAME. 

Body 

 Bring out the status of electric vehicles in India – In 2017 alone, 24.5 million conventionally 
powered automobiles were sold in India and these are likely to grow to 84. 53 million by 
2030, according to the NITI Aayog. By comparison, only about 2000 battery electric cars 
were sold last year, an International Energy Agency (IEA) report said. More than 12 million 
cars will be added to Indian roads between 2017 and 2030, per NITI Aayog data. 

 Discuss the need of promoting electric vehicles in the country from an environmental 
perspective. Highlight the problem of carbon emissions, international obligations, huge 
market of two wheelers and four wheelers in India etc to establish that electric vehicles 
indeed need to be promoted 

 Examine the issues in the current regulatory architecture that hinders achievement of the 
stated aim – lack of charging infrastructure, India’s Electricity Act does not allow entities 
other than licensed discoms to sell power etc 

 Discuss how a national policy would enable faster achievement of targets relating to electric 
vehicles – the international precedents where a policy helped, how a policy would get rid of 
the current inadequacies, the issues with the current emission standards etc 

Conclusion – Give your view on the need for a policy and highlight the way forward. 

Background :- 

 As Bill Gates once said, governments across the globe play an integral role in ushering in positive social change, 
be it through sound policy-making or by offering financial support to facilitate innovation. These words are all the 
more pertinent in the context of the Indian electric vehicles (EV) market, as the government and corporates 
slowly steer India towards sustainably powered green mobility solutions, including EVs. 

 Home to one of the largest automobile industries in the world, India currently contributes a major percentage of 
the global car sales hence the potential for electric vehicles is immense. 

Issues with the goal of achieving electric vehicles by 2030 :- 

 100% Electric Vehicles By 2030 Plan Too Ambitious 

 Automakers feel that in a country where of a total of 200 Million vehicles, less than 1% is currently electric 
(as of November 2017), the target of switching to all-electric vehicles by 2030 seems a too ambitious. 
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o Lack Of Adequate Charging Infrastructure 

 To successfully transition to 100% EVs, India needs a robust network of charging stations. While 
the government is working with private sector players to set up EV charging points in specific 
areas, a nationwide deployment is not something that is currently on the cards. 

 According to a Bloomberg New Energy Finance report, India has just over 350 public EV chargers 
compared with around 57,000 petrol pumps. 

o Need For Greater Investment In EVs 

 In order to set up a proper ecosystem for EVs in the country, investments from the government 
as well as corporates are absolutely essential which is still lacking at present. 

 Better Facilities Required For Indigenous EV Manufacturing 

 To encourage indigenous production of EVs, the government will have to offer greater subsidies to 
automakers and car component manufacturers. Currently, a large section of the country’s auto component 
market is wary of the government’s push on EVs, especially since electric cars usually have less number of 
parts than traditional internal combustion engines, which means less business. 

 Lack of Technological Innovation In Energy Storage 

 Because of insufficient availability of raw materials and inadequate local production, the cost of batteries 
has remained high. Li-ion batteries are the single most important component of an electric vehicle, 
contributing around40% of total production cost. 

 Dearth Of Awareness Among Consumers 

 Lack of sufficient consumer awareness about EVs and their potential is another major challenge hindering 
the market’s growth in India.  

Why national policy on electric vehicles is needed:- 

 Policy confusion exists:- 

 While the government has done quite a bit to create the foundation needed for a robust EV market in 
India, through initiatives like global tenders and Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Hybrid and Electric 
Vehicles in India (FAME), when it comes to concrete policies, there is still quite a bit of confusion, at least at 
the Centre level. 

 Lack of clarity has also deterred a number of foreign automakers from entering the Indian EV market, with 
many including Volkswagen, Jaguar Land Rover, Renault, Ford, etc  stating that they would wait until a 
concrete EV policy in place in India. 

 Clear cut norms will be established:- 

 If the policy is instituted, it will not only erase confusion in the market, but will provide also norms for 
bidding, installation, and the sale price of power at charging stations, among others. 

 The new policy will view those offering EV charging infrastructure solutions as service providers and not 
power sellers. This would, in turn, eliminate the need for a license to set up charging stations. 

 International experiences:- 

 A national policy takes into account the industry’s position, the needs of the population and challenges 
to come up with a roadmap that includes what the government can and will do to support the industry 
and public. 

 International experience has shown that the government has an important role in creating a market for EVs 
and shaping an industrial policy that encourages automakers to align their production with the targets set 
by the government. 

 Transport sector not only generates about a quarter of India’s carbon emissions but also a major source of 
air pollution. An effective electric vehicles policy can curb this. 
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 Policy already existing at Federal level:- 

 Karnataka approved an electric-vehicle policy with an aim to drive more research into these vehicles and to 
encourage manufacturers to set up shop in the state. 

 Maharashtra unveiled its policy much later, offering incentives to prospective electric-vehicle owners and 
also for setting up charging stations 

What should the national policy deal with :- 

 First step towards going electric would be to start moving towards hybrid vehicles. 

 Going after large fleets:- 

 Government should target larger vehicles and fleets of vehicles such as buses for public transport and not 
go around subsidising personal cars. 

 Getting the bus fleet to go electric should be a priority simply because subsidising cars would add more 
vehicles on the roads across cities 

 Augment power capacity and set up an independent grid:- 

 India will have to focus heavily on power generation and distribution. While the coal sector will remain active 
for some time, the country needs to focus on long-term capabilities, especially nuclear. 

 Deregulation of Charging infrastructure :- 

 In case of the electric vehicle sector, charging infrastructure has to be deregulated to allow any interested 
party to set up charging points. This can include malls, apartment complexes, and other commercial spaces. 

 However, proper regulation must be in place to ensure that they are connected to the right grid. 

 Investing heavily in R&D and overhauling the Indian education system 

 The most important part of India’s electric-vehicle policy is a massive push towards research and 
development (R&D). The fruits of R&D in the sector will not only have an effect on electric vehicles but 
also on other sectors, including the power sector, space sector, and more. 

 Introducing a sunset policy 

 No electric-vehicle policy will work without a proper sunset policy in place to phase out the existing system. 
In order for the switch to electric vehicles to succeed, the government will have to focus on two separate 
sunset policies. 

 The first sunset policy, as suggested by NITI Aayog last year, would be to slowly phase out diesel-based 
vehicles. It should then be extended to petrol and then compressed natural gas vehicles as well. 

 The second sunset policy is for subsidies within the electric-vehicle policy itself. At some point, 
government subsidies would have to give way to allow the market to take over and start filling the 
supply-demand gap, and the electric-vehicle movement would have reached critical mass. 

 Conversion of existing fuel stations to charging stations :- 

 Keeping in mind that electric vehicles will first arrive on the urban scene, the government can start by adding 
a charging point at all the urban ones alone. These charging stations can be equipped with a fast-charge 
option at a premium rate.  

 Policies have to be developed to facilitate the indigenization of battery assembly, and manufacture of EVs 
and their basic components.  

 If we address all these issues, we can gradually acquire enough experience to develop a manufacturing 
ecosystem for electric mobility. 

No need for a policy :- 

 NITI Aayog seconded the government’s statement by saying that technology is always ahead of rules and 
regulations. And in India, it becomes very tough to change rules and regulations, so let there be just actions. So 
there is no need for a separate policy. 
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 The government is of the opinion that while switching to all-electric vehicles is the need of the hour, India doesn’t 
need a separate policy on EVs. Rather, what is essential, at the moment, are actionable solutions and guidelines 
that can help boost the nation’s EV ecosystem. 

 

Q) Right to be forgotten as envisaged by draft data protection Bill will lead to compromises 

with transparency, freedom of speech and freedom of press. Critically analyze. (250 

words)  

Indian express 

Why this question 

The draft data protection Bill recommended by SriKrishna committee has raised several important 
debates. The article discusses the provisions related to right to be forgotten, and the challenges that 
the provisions might pose to press freedom, freedom of speech and transparency. The question will 
help you prepare the provisions related to right to be forgotten in the draft Bill and its critical 
analysis. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to bring out the provisions related to right to be forgotten in the draft bill, 
and analyze the impact of it in on press freedom, freedom of speech and transparency. The key focus 
should be on making reasoned arguments from both sides to finally reach to what we think should 
be the way forward. 

Directive word 

Critically analyze – When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad 
of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain what right to be forgotten is and highlight that Srikrishna Committee has 
made recommendations related to right to be forgotten which needs to be debated. 

Body 

o Explain the recommendations of the committee related to right to be forgotten 

o Provisions related to the adjudicating authority 

o Section 27(2) which vests power in the adjudicating authority to decide on the question of 
disclosure 

o Conditions listed in the subsection regarding the factors that have to be considered 

o Highlight the provisions of review enshrined in the draft Bill 

o Discuss the pros in relation to the usefulness of right to be forgotten – highlight that it is a 
part of right to privacy, discuss the cases in India where judiciary has favoured the right to 
be forgotten etc 

o Discuss the issues with the Bill in its present form – highlight the provisions of section 27 
which grants power to data principal to prevent data fiduciary from using data in certain 
cases, discuss the challenges that it poses in terms of freedom of press and transparency etc 

Conclusion – Give your view on the provision related to right to be forgotten in the draft Bill and 
discuss the way forward. 

Background :- 

 Justice BN Srikrishna Committee’s draft Personal Data Protection Bill 2018 is introducing a new right  the right to 
be forgotten which is to remove very old, irrelevant and unnecessary information links from social media 
networks. 
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 This concept is prevalent and has been hence reinforced in data protection laws and regulations in the EU, 
including EU’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).  

 Draft Personal Data Protection Bill, 2018, has a section on the Right to be Forgotten. But the proposed bill does 
not provide right to erasure.  

Provisions of the bill about right to be forgotten :- 

 According to Section 27 of the Bill a data principal (for instance, a former minister convicted earlier) has a right 
to prevent the data processor or data fiduciary (could be a TV, web portal or newspaper) from using such data or 
information if data disclosure is no longer necessary, the consent to use data has been withdrawn or if data is 
being used contrary to the provisions of the law. 

 Section 27(2) says the adjudicating officer (bureaucrat) can decide on the question of disclosure, and the 
circumstances in which he thinks such disclosure can override the freedom of speech and the citizen’s right to 
information. 

 In determining the above, the adjudicating officer has to consider five factors listed in subsection (3). They are:- 

(a) the sensitivity of the personal data 

(b) the scale of disclosure and the degree of accessibility sought to be restricted or prevented 

(c) the role of the data principal in public life 

(d) the relevance of the personal data to the public 

(e) the nature of the disclosure and of the activities of the data fiduciary, particularly whether the 
data fiduciary systematically facilitates access to personal data and whether the activities would 
be significantly impeded if disclosures of the relevant nature were to be restricted or prevented. 

 Review provision:- 

 Aggrieved by the order of the adjudicating officer, one can file for a review. 

 If the officer reaffirms the decision, an appeal can be made to the appellate tribunal. This is fine as far as 
data protection is concerned. 

Leads to compromise:- 

 But when the data principal is a public servant (for instance, a former minister), and the data fiduciary is a 
newspaper or web journal, the freedom to criticise the public personalities for their public policies based on their 
past statements and activities will be in jeopardy, and a journalist has to wait for the decision of the adjudicating 
officer to clear her writing about it. 

 Confusion :- 

 A citizen seeking access to such information will be confused whether to approach the CIC or DPA .These 
adjudicating officers are subordinate to members of the Data Protection Authority. 

 Press freedom :- 

 Right to be forgotten in the bill might spell a danger to press freedom. 

 The Bill says the rights of the data principal, including the right to be forgotten, are exempted if the purpose 
of data processing is in the interest of the security of state (Section 42). 

 The Srikrishna Committee did not suggest any draft for these two additional provisions contemplated under 
Sections 42 and 43. Even for this, Section 4 (right to privacy needs to be respected) and, Section 31 (fair and 
reasonable processing duties) will apply. 

 Journalistic publication will be dependent upon the opinion of a dealing clerk or adjudicating officer. These are 
additional pre-publication restrictions on citizens and media which were never contemplated by the Constitution 
and rejected by the judiciary. 

 Penalty provisions are severe and costly :- 

 Section 74 gives the power to impose a penalty to the adjudicating officer after an inquiry, besides 
facilitating compensation (Section 75). 
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 Failure to adhere to security standards (Section 31) might lead to a penalty of up to Rs 5 crore (Section 69). 

 A penalty of up to Rs 1 crore can be imposed where any person fails to comply with any provision of this Act, 
for which no separate penalty has been provided in the Act (Section 73). This can easily be used against 
journalists. 

 Some free speech organisations are warning that the right to be forgotten may be in danger of being 
transformed into a tool of global censorship. 

 The advocates of human rights believe that this case can threaten free speech. They believe that a country’s 
regulator should not be allowed to control what users across the world find and search on the web. 

Benefits of right to forgotten :- 

 GDPR’s Article 17 has outlined the circumstances under which EU citizens can exercise their right to be forgotten 
or right to erasure. 

 The Article gives individuals the right to get personal data erased under six conditions, including withdrawal 
of consent to use data, or if data is no longer relevant for the purpose it was collected. 

 However, the request may not be entertained in some situations such as if the request contradicts the right 
of freedom of expression and information, or when it goes against  public interest in the area of public 
health, scientific or historical research or statistical purposes. 

 It is a part of right to privacy. 

 When an individual does not want some aspect of his / her past to be remembered in internet he has the right to 
be forgotten 

 For instance In 2014, the European Court of Justice (ECJ) ruled in favour of Mario Costeja González, a Spanish 
man who was unhappy that searching his name on Google threw up a newspaper article from 1998. 

 

Q) Some of the mainstream arguments against the potential threat of blasphemy laws to 

a liberal democracy seem to be operating within a minimalist understanding of secularism. 

Critically analyze. (250 words)  

epw 

Why this question 

Punjab government is contemplating an anti-blasphemy laws which covers the religious books of all 
the major religions of India. However, the move has attracted a lot of criticism. It is essential to 
understand that criticism and see how the arguments put forward lack the proper understanding of 
the meaning and essence of secularism. 

Directive word 

Critically analyze-  Here we  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the topic by 
separating it into component parts, and present them as a whole in a summary. Based on our 
discussion we have to form a concluding opinion on the issue 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to dig deep into the arguments put forward against the anti blasphemy law. 
We have to analyze and  bring out the deficiencies in those arguments and discuss how they don’t 
conform to the core principles and the essence of the secularism. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few lines about the recent proposal of the Punjab government to introduce an 
anti blasphemy laws which will provide protection to the religious books of all the major religions of 
India. 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/09/17/4-some-of-the-mainstream-arguments-against-the-potential-threat-of-blasphemy-laws-to-a-liberal-democracy-seem-to-be-operating-within-a-minimalist-understanding-of-secularism-critically-analyze-250/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/09/17/4-some-of-the-mainstream-arguments-against-the-potential-threat-of-blasphemy-laws-to-a-liberal-democracy-seem-to-be-operating-within-a-minimalist-understanding-of-secularism-critically-analyze-250/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/09/17/4-some-of-the-mainstream-arguments-against-the-potential-threat-of-blasphemy-laws-to-a-liberal-democracy-seem-to-be-operating-within-a-minimalist-understanding-of-secularism-critically-analyze-250/
https://www.epw.in/journal/2018/37/editorial/punjab-sacrilege-bill-vigilante.html


 

www.insightsonindia.com  51 www.insightsias.com  

SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 

Body- 

Discuss the arguments made against the anti blasphemy laws and how those arguments lack a 
thorough understanding of the concept of secularism. E.g One line of criticism faults the bill for 
defiling the sacred or the transcendental character of holy texts by using this-worldly state power to 
protect it. This attempt to expose the apparent irony underlying the bill is inadequate, for it misses 
the very political purpose of blasphemy laws. To deem certain ideas/thoughts/norms/values to be 
out of bounds for criticism or contestation is to argue that certain forms of power are beyond 
criticism or contestation. The creation, delimitation and expansion of the domain of the sacred is 
always a political (and not merely theological) exercise to create barriers of defiance for entrenched 
power; A second line of criticism faults the bill for importing the “Judeo-Christian” concept of 
blasphemy into Hinduism by including the Bhagavad Gita among the holy books. This is taken as a 
violation of traditions of pluralism and tolerance. However, this view ignores the historical fact of 
persecution, social boycott, outcasting of nastika/non-vedic/pakhandi heterodox streams, and the 
individuals and groups associated with these. Whatever apparent tolerance there is for the deviance 
from sacred texts is overshadowed by the fierce/violent opposition to the deviance in practice, 
particularly the practice of caste-based norms etc. 

Conclusion- based on your discussion form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue as to 
what should be our approach in dealing with the issue. 

Background :- 

 The Indian Penal Code (Punjab Amendment) Bill, 2018, mooted and passed by the Government of Punjab seeks 
to amend Article 295-A to make the sacrilege of the Guru Granth Sahib, Koran, Bible and Bhagavad Gita a 
punishable offence attracting life imprisonment. 

The arguments made against the anti blasphemy laws and how those arguments lack a thorough understanding of 
the concept of secularism:- 

 One line of criticism faults the bill for defiling the sacred or the transcendental character of holy texts by using 
this-worldly state power to protect it. 

 This attempt to expose the apparent irony underlying the bill is inadequate, for it misses the very political 
purpose of blasphemy laws. 

 To deem certain ideas/thoughts/norms/values to be out of bounds for criticism or contestation is to argue 
that certain forms of power are beyond criticism or contestation. 

 The creation, delimitation and expansion of the domain of the sacred is always a political (and not merely 
theological) exercise to create barriers of defiance for entrenched power. 

 A second line of criticism faults the bill for importing the “Judaeo-Christian” concept of blasphemy into Hinduism 
by including the Bhagavad Gita among the holy books. 

 This is taken as a violation of traditions of pluralism and tolerance. 

 The Punjab legislation can lead to other states similarly pandering to the demands of different communities and 
groups. Such legislation would hinder the possibility of the immanent critique of religious/community practices, 
beliefs, and norms, as blasphemy laws strengthen the position of the dominant within the community by 
accepting their interpretation as authoritative. 

 Even more serious is the danger of such legislation indicating to the extremist and vigilante groups that their 
actions have the overt or tacit backing of state power. Therefore, the bill needs to be seen as a vigilante 
legislation that could potentially legalise vigilantism.  

 Legal protection for the text in the domain of the sacred, even as hate speech and hate crimes against human 
individuals and collectives go unabated and unpunished, is a definite indicator of the extent of erosion of the 
secular principle in polity and society.  

 International example :- 

 In Pakistan, the progressive strengthening of anti-blasphemy laws during the Seventies was a sign of a toxic 
combination of greater intolerance and authoritarianism. 
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 Rather than being luminous, potent and transcendent texts, their status is now reduced to a section of the Indian 
Penal Code.  

 Liberal state needs two sensibilities which are neglected in this scenario:- 

 The first is that many good things are good and derive their authentic meaning precisely from the fact that 
there is no coercion behind them. 

 The second is that beliefs and faith, even if entirely sound, do not by themselves provide sufficient ground 
for the state using its coercive power to enforce them. 

 The argument that the state needs to use coercive power in deference to religious sentiments is illiberal. 

 The law is still sectarian in that it protects four texts, and the state has decided which texts get protection. 

 Any law that empowers the state to give upto life imprisonment for injury to the book will create a pall of fear. 
Its effect will not be the number of prosecutions. Its effect will be more palpably felt in people not even daring 
to push the boundaries of protest. 

 

Q) Deporting all illegal migrants from India is not a feasible and recommended solution. 

Comment. (250 words)  

Economic times 

Why this question 

Citizenship in India has been subjected to many upheavals recently. NCR exercise and the proposed 
decision to deport all immigrants have been at the core of this controversy alongwith the discussion 
to scrap Article 35. But the issue of deportation of all immigrants is not a feasible and recommended 
solution, as has been discussed in the article. 

Directive word 

Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to express our understanding as to whether deportation of all illegal 
immigrants is a feasible and a recommended solution, or not. We have to form our opinion based 
on a proper discussion and presentation of valid facts/ arguments/ examples. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few introductory lines about the illegal immigrants in India- e.g An illegal 
immigrant in India is a person residing in the country without an official permission as prescribed by 
relevant Indian law. Those who are explicitly granted refugee status do not fall under this category. 

Body- 

 Discuss in points why deporting all immigrants from India is not a feasible and recommended 
solution. all migrants from India is not a feasible and recommended solution. E.g mention the 
problems associated with the exercise to demarcate legal and illegal immigrants- like the 
problems of exclusion as seen in the Assam NRC exercise; some illegal immigrants would be 
difficult if not impossible to deport- like the Tamilians from the Sri Lanka; Gorkhas and Lepchas 
from Nepal; India has no agreement with nearby governments for large-scale deportation etc. 

Conclusion– based on your discussion form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 

Background :- 

 Recently Assam’s National Register of Citizens (NRC) exercise threw up four million people as excluded in a final 
draft released in July 2018 which raised questions about the situation of illegal migrants. 
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Deportation is not a commendable solution due to the following reasons:- 

 There are doubts if NRC would be applied to whole of India then the status of Gorkhaland, Lepchas, Srilankan 
Tamils etc who reside in India is left in limbo.  

 India has no agreement with nearby governments for large-scale deportation. 

 Also the people who are excluded from NRC face uncertain future for instance Bangladesh is not ready to 
accept them and even in India they might face resistance. 

 India has been known worldwide for its humanitarian approach towards refugees from different nations. This 
strengthened the image of India as democracy worldwide. So with respect to NRC government need to ensure 
that families are not torn apart, human rights of the people are upholded even if they are not included in NRC. 
So deportation is not a good idea to look at. There needs to be more clarity with the citizenship status for people 
in India. 

Way forward:- 

 India has to strive to make its border Bangladesh permeable, as it is with Nepal. 

 Citizenship:- 

 India has to redefine its citizenship eligibility to make anyone who has been born in India, regardless of parentage, 
and/or spent a considerable part of their life in India an Indian citizen. 

 South Asia has seen many crises over citizenship. The Supreme Court must ensure there isn’t another one in 
Assam.  

 The claims of those left out in the NRC must be heard carefully, humanely.  

 Need for a robust mechanism of legal support for the four million who have to prove their citizenship to India 
with their limited means.  

 India’s approach to citizenship is going to be scrutinised by the world. 

 All state authorities need to be prudent in their actions so that good sense prevails and ensure that large-scale 
humanitarian crises do not erupt. 

 

Q) The National Sex offenders list would enable India to tackle the problem of women 

safety in a much more effective way. Analyze. (250 words) 

Hindustantimes 

Why this question 

India on Thursday joined eight other countries that maintain a registry of sex offenders. The article 
explains what the list is, how the list is likely to help, the issues that need to be paid attention to. 
Since crimes against women are such a huge issue in India, the preparation of the national sex 
offenders list and it’s likely impact needs to be examined in detail. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to answer the following points 

 What is a national sex offenders list 

 Comparison vis a vis other countries 

 The advantages that will accrue out of having a list of this kind 

 The challenges that needs to be kept in mind 

 Way forward 

Directive word 

Analyze – When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
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Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Mention that India recently joined a list of  eight other countries that maintain a 
national sex offenders list. 

Body 

 Explain what a national sex offenders list and the features of that list 

 Compare India’s list with that of other countries – In the United States, the sex offender registry 
is available to the public, whereas in India, and countries such as the United Kingdom, Australia, 
Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, South Africa, and Trinidad & Tobago, the registry is available 
only to law enforcement agencies. 

 Discuss how having such a list would be beneficial for India – The opening of the registry is timely 
because crimes such as rape, voyeurism, stalking and aggravated sexual assault are on the rise. 
The latest National Crime Records Bureau data shows there has been a 12% rise in rapes 
between 2015 and 2016, and that the majority of offenders are known to the victim. In a 
situation like this, the sex offenders’ list can definitely help the investigation and monitoring 
process as well as work as a deterrent. 

 Examine the challenges that lie ahead – classification of offenders, challenges with respect to 
privacy etc 

Conclusion – Give your view on how effective the list will be in tackling crimes against women. 

Background:- 

 India recently joined eight other countries that maintain a registry of sex offenders. 

 National sex offenders list :- 

 The registry, which will be maintained by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), will include names, 
address, photographs and fingerprints details of convicted sexual offenders. 

 In India the registry is available only to law enforcement agencies. The Indian registry is expected to list 4.4 
lakh cases but the state police have been asked to update data from 2005 onwards.  

 The database will have details of offenders convicted under charges of rape, gang rape, POCSO and harassing 
women. 

 Highlights  

 States like Kerala and Haryana set up their own sex offenders’ registry, accessible to the public.  

 The sex offenders registry will store the data of those convicts classified as “low danger” to society for 
15 years, and “moderate danger” to society for 25 years.  

 Habitual offenders, violent criminals, those convicted in gangrape and custodial rape cases will figure 
permanently in the registry. 

This list will tackle the problem of women safety:- 

 Timely intervention:- 

 Opening of the registry is timely because crimes such as rape, voyeurism, stalking and aggravated sexual 
assault are on the rise. 

 The latest National Crime Records Bureau data shows there has been a 12% rise in rapes between 2015 and 2016, 
and that the majority of offenders are known to the victim. In a situation like this, the sex offenders’ list can 
definitely help the investigation and monitoring process as well 

 It acts as a one-stop place to get their prior records.  

 Sex offenders’ registry can be used to conduct background checks and police verification of prospective 
employees, tenants and so on.  

 It can help monitor the movement of sexual offenders to an extent.  
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 It will help in enabling justice and monitoring an offender’s future behaviour 

 It will encourage more victims to come out and identify criminals. 

 The existence of such a registry will act as a deterrent to offenders 

 Sex offender registration laws and public access to these records create a sense of security to parents and 
residents. 

Concerns:- 

 The process of categorising offenders is very ambiguous. 

 Affects individual privacy:- 

 While in a digital age it is reasonable to expect the use of technology in crime detection and investigation, 
despite a promise to not to compromise the privacy of any individual, there will be legitimate concerns 
about the misuse of data. 

 Tarnishing image:- 

 There is a possibility that this registry may tarnish a person’s life forever even if he is reformed after serving 
his legal sentence. 

 Updation:- 

 Since the criminals move on and commit crimes in a new areas, keeping the registry updated is a challenge. 

 Organisations such as the Human Right Watch claim that it negates the concept of rehabilitation and 
perpetuates social stigma.  

 It is argued that public stigmatisation imposes excessive restrictions on housing choices, the freedom of 
movement and social life, which disincentivises offenders who wish to reform and thereby increase repeat 
offences. 

 As a consequence of being on the register, former convicts often find it very difficult to gain meaningful 
employment and have very limited options in finding housing 

 Their status as former sex offenders has the effect of stigmatising them for life, rendering reformation and 
a dignified life after prison impossible. 

 International experiences:- 

 They have failed in making any significant difference in sex crimes. Sometimes they create more harm than 
good. 

 Even in the U.S., where stringent registration laws with public access have been around for over 30 years, 
several independent studies arrive at the same conclusion: that these registers are simply not reducing sex 
crimes. 

 In the background of weak investigative and institutional machinery and overwhelming evidence showing that 
these sex offenders registries simply don’t work. 

Way forward:- 

 While the sex offenders list could help in enabling justice and monitoring an offender’s behaviour, the State must 
ensure that there is no overreach and misuse of the list. 

 Centre must make the registry of convicted sexual offenders public.  

 Since 97% crime against women is caused by known people, the registry will allow women to decide whom to 
stay away from.  

 For any real change, proper implementation of laws and policies for the protection of women is needed. 
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Q) Critically analyze how far India’s registry of sex offenders will be helpful in tackling 

crimes of sexual nature in the country ?  (250 words) 

Reference 

Why this question 

Considering the frequency and magnitude of crimes of sexual nature in the country, registry of sex 
offenders is being introduced to tackle the problem. The article discusses the issue of creation of 
sexual offenders registry and the problems therein. Preparing pros and cons for this list would help 
us prepare this topic for mains. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to explain what registry of sexual offenders is, bring out both sides of the 
debate as to why or why not the list would be effective in tackling crimes, your view on effective the 
registry would be and give the way forward. 

Directive word 

Critically analyze – When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad 
of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain what is this registry. 

Body – Bring out pros and cons of having a registry of this nature. In pros, one can mention data 
related to crimes of sexual nature, the consistently poor ranking of India when it comes to countries 
which are safe for women etc. Highlight the issues as discussed in the article mentioned above. 
Discuss some of the alternate solutions that are there for the same purpose – such as effective 
implementation of justice Verma committee report, bringing in police reforms etc. 

Conclusion – Give your view on how effective creation of such a registry would be for tackling crimes 
and discuss the way forward. 

Background:- 

 India recently joined eight other countries that maintain a registry of sex offenders. 

 National sex offenders list :- 

 The registry, which will be maintained by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), will include names, 
address, photographs and fingerprints details of convicted sexual offenders. 

 In India the registry is available only to law enforcement agencies. The Indian registry is expected to list 4.4 
lakh cases but the state police have been asked to update data from 2005 onwards.  

 The database will have details of offenders convicted under charges of rape, gang rape, POCSO and harassing 
women. 

 Highlights  

 States like Kerala and Haryana set up their own sex offenders’ registry, accessible to the public.  

 The sex offenders registry will store the data of those convicts classified as “low danger” to society for 
15 years, and “moderate danger” to society for 25 years.  

 Habitual offenders, violent criminals, those convicted in gangrape and custodial rape cases will figure 
permanently in the registry. 
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This list will tackle the problem of women safety and sexual crimes :- 

 Timely intervention:- 

 Opening of the registry is timely because crimes such as rape, voyeurism, stalking and aggravated sexual 
assault are on the rise. 

 The latest National Crime Records Bureau data shows there has been a 12% rise in rapes between 2015 and 2016, 
and that the majority of offenders are known to the victim. In a situation like this, the sex offenders’ list can 
definitely help the investigation and monitoring process as well 

 It acts as a one-stop place to get their prior records.  

 Sex offenders’ registry can be used to conduct background checks and police verification of prospective 
employees, tenants and so on.  

 It can help monitor the movement of sexual offenders to an extent.  

 It will help in enabling justice and monitoring an offender’s future behaviour 

 It will encourage more victims to come out and identify criminals. 

 The existence of such a registry will act as a deterrent to offenders 

 Sex offender registration laws and public access to these records create a sense of security to parents and 
residents. 

Concerns:- 

 The process of categorising offenders is very ambiguous. On what basis sexual offenders will be classified as 
presenting low danger or moderate danger, or the rationale for storing their information for such long period is 
unclear. 

 There is no legal basis for creating such a database. Indeed, it seems to have been set up through executive action. 

 Affects individual privacy:- 

 While in a digital age it is reasonable to expect the use of technology in crime detection and investigation, 
despite a promise to not to compromise the privacy of any individual, there will be legitimate concerns 
about the misuse of data. 

 Tarnishing image:- 

 There is a possibility that this registry may tarnish a person’s life forever even if he is reformed after serving 
his legal sentence. 

 Being listed in such a registry will likely cause social and economic harm to the convicts, who are often 
already poor and marginalised as they will have difficulty finding jobs or face harassment from police. 

 Updation:- 

 Since the criminals move on and commit crimes in a new areas, keeping the registry updated is a challenge. 

 Organisations such as the Human Right Watch claim that it negates the concept of rehabilitation and 
perpetuates social stigma.  

 It is argued that public stigmatisation imposes excessive restrictions on housing choices, the freedom of 
movement and social life, which disincentivises offenders who wish to reform and thereby increase repeat 
offences. 

 As a consequence of being on the register, former convicts often find it very difficult to gain meaningful 
employment and have very limited options in finding housing 

 Their status as former sex offenders has the effect of stigmatising them for life, rendering reformation and 
a dignified life after prison impossible. 

 International experiences:- 

 They have failed in making any significant difference in sex crimes. Sometimes they create more harm than 
good. 
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 Even in the U.S., where stringent registration laws with public access have been around for over 30 years, 
several independent studies arrive at the same conclusion: that these registers are simply not reducing sex 
crimes. 

 The European Court of Human Rights and the European Court of Justice have both ruled that storing 
sensitive personal data for long periods or permanently for future prevention of crime is illegal. 

 In the background of weak investigative and institutional machinery and overwhelming evidence showing that 
these sex offenders registries simply don’t work. 

 Given the inexorable delays plaguing India’s criminal justice system and that nearly 68% of the country’s prison 
population comprises undertrials, storing sensitive information of arrested and chargesheeted offenders flies in 
the face of presumption of innocence and ignores the reality of the judicial system. 

Way forward:- 

 While the sex offenders list could help in enabling justice and monitoring an offender’s behaviour, the State must 
ensure that there is no overreach and misuse of the list. 

 Centre must make the registry of convicted sexual offenders public.  

 Since 97% crime against women is caused by known people, the registry will allow women to decide whom to 
stay away from.  

 For any real change, proper implementation of laws and policies for the protection of women is needed. 

 The solution lies in improving investigation and trial processes, avoiding undue delays, and providing support to 
the victims to come forward and testify in court, without further harassment. 

 

Q) Discuss the solutions proposed by the recent NITI aayog report- “Transformative 

Mobility Solutions For All”, to make India’s passenger mobility shared, electric, and 

connected. (250 words)  

Reference 

Reference 

Why this question 

In an urbanizing world, mobility is integral to city design, facilitating the evolution of physical space 
for liveability. Ranging from pedestrian and personal transport to public transit and freight 
movement, mobility is a crucial piece of the development puzzle and the key to unlocking the 
potential of India’s economy and people. It is therefore necessary to discuss the solutions for future 
mobility in India. 

Directive word 

Discuss- This is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. We also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to write in detail about the solutions forwarded by the recent NITI Aayog 
report which aims to make India’s passenger mobility shared, electric, and connected. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction-mention that safe, energy-efficient and low-emission systems are necessary for India 
to meet its international commitments on climate change, ensure environmental sustainability as 
well as foster inclusive growth for all. Mention the growing importance of electric vehicles, shared 
transport and connected systems to achieve these goals. 
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Body- 

Discuss in points the solutions provided by the given NITI Aayog report.E.g 

 Governance- Establish a unified metropolitan planning authority that harnesses India’s IT 
and mobile application skills to deliver better modal integration through more cohesive 
planning. • Create metropolitan planning councils within city governments to combine 
transport, public-transit, and land-use agencies and accelerate mobility-oriented 
development (MOD) solutions through integrated planning. • Develop networked city-level 
innovation and incubation centres within city and/or state governments throughout India to 
identify, test, evaluate, and scale MOD solutions. 

 Policy and incentives- Institute feebates to complement CAFE regulations and provide 
continuous, technology-agnostic incentives for vehicle efficiency improvements. • Introduce 
zero-emission vehicle (ZEV) credits • Structure policies that encourage Mobility as a Service 
(MaaS) to disincentivize privately owned internal-combustion engine (ICE) vehicles, electrify 
more passenger kilometres, and provide more accessible, higher-quality mobility services at 
lower cost. • Roll out enhanced fiscal incentives to make EVs more profitable  • Design non-
fiscal incentives , such as easier registration and preferred electricity tariffs, to support fiscal 
incentives and further speed EV adoption. 

 Infrastructure- Design regulations that enable electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE) 
deployment and vehicle-grid integration (VGI) , empowering a Forum of Regulators (FOR) to 
create regulatory frameworks that make EV charging ubiquitous, affordable, and a grid 
asset. • Develop integrated transport hubs around the country to enhance mode integration 
and first- and last-mile connectivity. 

 Business models- Establish a manufacturer consortium for batteries, common components, 
and platforms to develop battery cell technologies. • Create standardized, smart, swappable 
batteries for 2- and 3-wheelers. 

 Data Access- Establish a central data sharing institution incubated by NITI Aayog to create 
national data standards, formulate rules for data sharing, and build capacity within the 
government and private sector to handle data use, monitoring, and issue resolution. 

Conclusion- sum up your discussion in a few lines and form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the 
above issue. 

Background :- 

 India can save 64% of anticipated passenger road-based mobility-related energy demand and 37% of carbon 
emissions in 2030 by pursuing a shared, electric, and connected mobility future. This would result in a reduction 
of 156 Mtoe in diesel and petrol consumption for that year. 

 This reduction in energy consumption results from a synergistic impact of improvements in:  

 Systems integration: 

 Enabling wide-scale adoption of mobility solutions through ubiquitous availability and sharing of 
interoperable transport data (ITD).  

 Scaled manufacturing: 

 Facilitating market creation through policies and mechanisms that enable manufacturing of electric 
vehicles (EVs) and necessary components in successive segments based on their market readiness. 

 Shared infrastructure development: 

 Better urban design, where a larger fraction of mobility demand is met by non motorized transit and 
public transit, and access to vehicle-charging infrastructure enables higher penetration of EVs. 
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Solutions proposed by the NITI aayog report” Transformative mobility solutions for all”:- 

 Governance  

 Establish a unified metropolitan planning authority that harnesses India’s IT and mobile application skills 
to deliver better modal integration through more cohesive planning.  

 Create metropolitan planning councils within city governments to combine transport, public-transit, and 
land-use agencies and accelerate mobility-oriented development (MOD) solutions through integrated 
planning.  

 Develop networked city-level innovation and incubation centres within city and/or state governments 
throughout India to identify, test, evaluate, and scale MOD solutions.  

 Policies and incentives  

 Institute feebates to complement CAFE regulations and provide continuous, technology-agnostic 
incentives for vehicle efficiency improvements. Feebates are rebates for efficient new vehicles paid for by 
fees on inefficient ones.  

 Introduce zero-emission vehicle (ZEV) credits at the state or national level to complement feebates with 
another supply- side, market-based incentive programme.  

 Structure policies that encourage Mobility as a Service (MaaS) to disincentivize privately owned internal-
combustion engine (ICE) vehicles, electrify more passenger kilometres, and provide more accessible, higher-
quality mobility services at lower cost.  

 Roll out enhanced fiscal incentives to make EVs more profitable for automakers and more affordable for 
consumers as domestic production scales and costs come down.  

 Design non fiscal incentives , such as easier registration and preferred electricity tariffs, to support fiscal 
incentives and further speed EV adoption. 

 Infrastructure  

 Design regulations that enable electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE) deployment and vehicle-
grid integration (VGI) , empowering a Forum of Regulators (FOR) to create regulatory frameworks that make 
EV charging  ubiquitous, affordable, and a grid asset.  

 Develop integrated transport hubs around the country to enhance mode integration and first- and last-mile 
connectivity through transit-oriented zoning, better urban design, and streamlined data solutions.  

 Business models  

 Establish a manufacturer consortium for batteries, common components, and platforms to develop battery 
cell technologies and packs and to procure common components for Indian original equipment 
manufacturers (OEMs).  

 Create standardized, smart, swappable batteries for 2- and 3-wheelers to electrify these important vehicle 
segments as quickly as possible through a pay-per-use business model and an integrated payment, tracking, 
and smart charging system. 

 Data access 

 Establish a central data sharing institution incubated by NITI Aayog to create national data standards, 
formulate rules for data sharing, and build capacity within the government and private sector to handle data 
use, monitoring, and issue resolution. 

 This institution could also create and maintain a central database for relevant data. 
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Topic – Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the 

performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection 

and betterment of these vulnerable sections. 

Q) Examine whether shoddy implementation of standards make children’s homes in India 

dens of exploitation and abuse ? (250 words) 

Financialexpress 

Why this question 

Several reports have come to light where children have been subject to exploitation in shelter homes. 
This raises questions over the measures and laws in place for protecting children from being 
subjected to such crimes. The matter has gained prominence and thus the laws, bodies and 
mechanisms to protect our children needs closer examination. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to first highlight the incidents which has led to this topic being in news. Next, 
we need to examine why is it that despite several mechanisms, laws and bodies in place, the system 
failed to check such crime. Thereafter, we need to highlight the steps that needs to be taken to 
ensure that such actions of child abuse are not repeated in future. 

Directive word 

Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any . 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – highlight the recent incidents of child abuse in shelter homes which has led to this 
issue being in news. 

Body 

 Discuss the constitutional provisions related to protection of children, laws such as POCSO, 
scheme such as ICPS, bodies such as NCPCR which are responsible for protection of children 
from child abuse 

 Highlight the report of NCPCR that just 54 of a total of 2,874 child-shelters responsible for 
housing children who are either in the need of care and protection or in conflict with the 
law—in segregated quarters—could be given positive reviews 

 Bring out the other lacunae in the status of child protection homes – overcrowded facilities, 
no segregation of children based on offence or age etc that leads to such cases of child abuse 

 Bring out the need therefore to bridge the infrastructure lag, but also to ensure that 
reformation and protection agenda is implemented, and not paid just lip service. Discuss the 
need for educating children and other measures that can be undertaken to protect children 

Conclusion – emphasize on the need to protect children by bringing in reforms and discuss way 
forward. 

Background:- 

 The recent incidents of rampant physical and sexual abuse of minors and women in childcare institutions (CCIs) 
and shelter homes in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh reveal how the state as well as the civil society have failed in their 
role as protectors and watchdogs. 

 This has happened despite the constitutional provisions existing for children, enactment of the Juvenile Justice 
(Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 (JJ Act) , the existence of the National Commission for Protection of 
Child Rights (NCPCR),POCSO act, schemes such as ICPS etc 

 NCPCR had told the Supreme Court, based on its audit, that just 54 of a total of 2,874 child-shelters responsible 
for housing children who are either in the need of care and protection or in conflict with the law in segregated 
quarters could be given positive reviews. 
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Implementation issues make Children’s home dens of exploitation :- 

 Overcrowding in the facilities:- 

 Most facilities overcrowded showing that the requisite infrastructure is lacking. 

 In many facilities, there is no segregation of children brought to shelters for protection 

 The construction and running of the homes is under the state list done either by state governments themselves 
or through NGOs they appoint, though much of the funding comes from the Centre. The Centre has monitoring 
authority over the working of these homes. The implementation has been lacking. 

 A mapping of 9000-odd CCIs across the country, carried out for the first time in 2017, showed almost half of 
them were unregistered despite the 2015 JJ Act requiring them to be registered within six months of the law 
coming into force. 

 Lack of social audit:- 

 The protocol for social audits and inspection committees too was developed only after the SC’s 2017 order. 
Several states are yet to conduct these. 

 Lack of monitoring and absence of inspection committees have led to the current predicament. 

 All CCIs are required to be registered under the JJ Act and every district needs to have a child protection 
officer, a child welfare committee, and a juvenile justice board. However, in practice, their functioning has 
not been effective enough to prevent the widespread misuse of power and money by those running these 
institutions. 

 Home Management Committee:- 

 This body has to conduct a meeting every month to ensure that all shelters in the district are being run 
according to the guidelines of the Juvenile Justice Act. These norms were clearly not followed . 

 Facts:- 

 An NCPCR survey has shown that only 32% of CCIs were registered under the JJ Act, while 33% were not 
registered with any authority. 

 Ministry failure:- 

 The Ministry of Women and Child Development, which provides funding to CCIs under the Integrated Child 
Protection Scheme, is duty-bound to carry out social audits in order to deter malpractices. However, either 
these institutions are allowed to function without any routine inspections 

 In the case of the Muzaffarpur CCI, inspections by multiple state agencies over the years find nothing amiss 
despite widespread abuse being present. 

 The District Inspection Committee is supposed to conduct a check on the shelters every three months. It is 
headed by the district magistrate and also has a member of the civil society on its board. Each of these 
bodies and members failed to detect what was happening at the shelter. 

 Action taken too late:- 

Although the NCPCR has now been ordered to complete social audits of all CCIs and the state governments have 
ordered probes, this has come too late for the numerous lives traumatised by their very protectors. 

 Even the society failed :- 

 By giving up their responsibility towards the underprivileged children. 

 People have not created enough public pressure to force the institutions and the state to ameliorate the 
situation of such children 

 A patriarchal mindset of the society which leads to not taking such children into confidence while 
formulating laws and devising mechanisms for their protection etc. 
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Way forward:- 

 To bring about a transformation in the conditions of vulnerable groups under state protection, it is essential that 
the primitive and patriarchal mindset which denigrates fellow human beings as unworthy of dignity and 
respect while perpetuating and reproducing violence against them needs to change. 

 More importantly, vulnerable groups need to be empowered by being treated as fully rights-bearing citizens 
and facilitated to playing an active role in addressing matters concerning them and their welfare. 

 The criminals running these institutions in the guise of protectors need to be weeded out of the systems of 
social protection and given due punishment, and systematic vetting of those running such shelters needs to be 
carried out, before basic human rights and a sense of self-worth can be restored among the multitudes 
condemned to live in these institutions. 

 

Q) Discuss the role of CDSCO in protecting the interests of Indian patients? Examine how 

can we ensure that such gross negligence that happened in Johnson and Johnson’s case 

is not repeated in the future ? (250 words) 

The hindu 

Indianexpress 

Why this question 

The recent findings of the expert committee constituted by Ministry of health has highlighted the 
case of JnJ’s faulty prosthetic devices which means there is a need to review the regulatory 
architecture and our response to such incidents to ensure that such incidents of gross negligence 
does not take place in future. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to first explain the role of CDSCO. Thereafter, we need to explain the case 
to highlight where CDSCO was found wanting. We need to bring out the lacunae in India’s regulatory 
architecture for such approval, quality control. Finally, we need to give suggestions to ensure that 
such incidents do not take place again. 

Directive word 

Discuss – Here you need to bring out the role of CDSCO and explain their linkage to this case 

Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any . 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain the case due to which this issue is in news. 

Body 

 Explain about the role of CDSCO – Under the Drug and Cosmetics Act, the regulation of 
manufacture, sale and distribution of Drugs is primarily the concern of the State authorities 
while the Central Authorities are responsible for approval of New Drugs, Clinical Trials in the 
country, laying down the standards for Drugs, control over the quality of imported Drugs, 
coordination of the activities of State Drug Control Organisations and providing expert 
advice with a view of bring about the uniformity in the enforcement of the Drugs and 
Cosmetics Act. 

 Explain the case of JnJ, where faulty prosthetics were approved, with little action being taken 
in the aftermath. Discuss the report of the expert committee. 

 Highlight the findings of the committee which suggests ways through which such incidents 
can be avoided in future 

Conclusion – Emphasize on the need of improving the regulatory architecture and suggest way 
forward. 
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Background:- 

 An expert committee report on faulty hip prosthetics sold by a subsidiary of the U.S. firm Johnson & Johnson has 
revealed incriminating details about its negligence in dealing with Indian patients. 

 The report makes it clear that the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation also failed in its job of protecting 
Indian patients 

Role of CDSCO :- 

 Under the Drug and Cosmetics Act, the regulation of manufacture, sale and distribution of Drugs is primarily the 
concern of the State authorities while the Central Authorities are responsible for approval of New Drugs, Clinical 
Trials in the country, laying down the standards for Drugs, control over the quality of imported Drugs, 
coordination of the activities of State Drug Control Organisations and providing expert advice with a view of bring 
about the uniformity in the enforcement of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act. 

 Though the global recall occurred in 2010, the drug regulator did not issue an alert until 2013 

 Functions of CDSCO 

 Approval of new drugs and clinical trials 

 Import Registration and Licensing 

 License approving of Blood Banks, LVPs, Vaccines, r-DNA products & some Medical Devices (CLAA 
Scheme)Amendment to D &C Act and Rules 

 Banning of drugs and cosmetics 

 Grant of Test License, Personal License, NOCs for Export 

 Testing of New Drugs 

 Oversight and market Surveillance through Inspectorate of Centre Over and above the State Authority 

Johnson and Johnson’s case  :- 

 Expert committee set up by the Health Ministry has indicted Johnson & Johnson for suppressing key facts on the 
harmful effects of the company’s faulty hip replacement systems, withdrawn globally after complications 
required many patients to undergo revision surgery. 

 After the hip replacement surgery is done when the prosthetic ball and socket rub against each other, it causes 
wear. If the implant is metal on metal, this can sometimes releases metallic debris into the bloodstream. This can 
lead to complications, sometimes requiring revision surgery. Of the 93,000 patients implanted with ASR 
worldwide, many experienced serious adverse reactions, some requiring revision surgery to replace the ASR 
implant with another kind. Because of this, the company recalled the product in 2010. 

 In India, the company got the license to import the device in 2006. By the time it was recalled worldwide, an 
estimated 4,700 ASR implants had been done in the country. 

How to avoid Johnson incidents in future :- 

 The expert committee has recommended that:- 

 The company should be made liable to pay at least Rs 20 lakh to each patient with such complications, and 
the reimbursement programme be extended until August 2025. 

 A central expert committee and a regional expert committee should be constituted by the Ministry for 
evaluation of patients claims in respect of disability and suffering caused due to use of faulty ASR. The 
regional committee will determine whether there is permanent disability, and whether such disability has 
affected or will affect the patient’s earning capacity, and then submit its report to the central expert 
committee. 

 The central expert committee will determine the quantum of compensation. According to the committee 
that examined ASR implants, the base amount should be Rs 20 lakh, and in addition to this, the patient 
should be given compensation on the basis of suffering on “account of monetary loss due to wages and 
other loss” and percentage of disability. 
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 It has recommended that the maximum amount be at par with the maximum granted for clinical trial-related 
death and permanent disability as per rules and guidelines of the Drug Controller General of India. 

 With 3,600 patients yet to traced, the firm has to give due diligence to trace those remaining patients who 
have received ASR but have not registered with the helpline. 

 Health assessment of patients should be reported once a year till 2025 and compliance report periodically, 
preferably six-monthly, submitted to the Ministry. Follow-up should be done regularly. 

 An independent registry should be established for tracking usage of high-risk medical devices. Provisions 
for compensation should be included in Medical Device Rules if any serious adverse event or death is caused 
due to the sole use of a medical device. 

 

Q) In order to safeguard the rights of the transgender community in India, there is an 

urgent need for affirmative action. Examine in the light of the shortcomings of the 

transgender bill. (250 words) 

epw 

Economictimes 

Why this question 

Transgender community in India is one of the most discriminated community. Facing economic 
deprivation and social ostracisation, they have very limited opportunities for development. In this 
context, it is essential to examine the need for affirmative action in their case. 

Directive word 

Examine- Here we have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, and find out the causes or 
implications if any. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to dig deep into the issue and bring out the shortcomings of the Transgender 
bill and discuss the reasons as to why there is a need to provide affirmative action to the transgender 
community in India. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few lines highlighting the plight of transgender persons in India. E.g Recently, 
the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) conducted the first-ever nationwide survey of the 
transgender community in India and found that 92% of the people belonging to the community are 
subjected to economic exclusion. 

Body- 

 Discuss the shortcomings of the Transgender bill. E.g the bill has neglected to incorporate 
two crucial recommendations made by a standing committee to review its provisions in 
2017. The first recommendation made a case for reservation for transgender persons in 
educational institutions and for jobs; denial of legal recognition of the rights of transgender 
persons to marriage and partnerships, which is difficult in a country that largely recognises 
only two genders. Indians have stubbornly stuck to the gender binary as a basis for defining 
their sociocultural reality etc. 

 Discuss the discrimination and deprivation faced by the transgender community in India. E.g 
they have to either resort to—or are forced into—begging or sex work since they remain 
socially circumscribed from other forms of employment; denial of sexual citizenship; face 
social rejection;  cannot inhabit public spaces and command the same respect that a 
heterosexual cis-man would receive from his fellow citizens because their bodies themselves 
are stigmatised presences. The transgender community occupies a very specific intersection 
among marginalised communities that makes them uniquely vulnerable to sexual violence 
and medical neglect. Largely, they are estranged from their families, which removes them 
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from one of the most primary forms of social legitimacy. As per the NHRC survey, only 2% of 
transgender persons in India live with their families; face sexual violence and are more 
predisposed to sexual diseases etc. 

Conclusion– Conclusion- Based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the 
given issue. 

Background:- 

 The Supreme Court gave a landmark judgment granting India’s transgender community the right to be recognised 
as a third gender category and  ruled that it was every human being’s right to choose one’s own gender. 

 While in 2014, based on the Census, five million acknowledged their transgender status, activists say their number 
could be much higher. Over 66% of them live in the rural areas.  

 The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) conducted the first-ever nationwide survey of the transgender 
community in India and found that 92% of the people belonging to the community are subjected to economic 
exclusion 

Why there is a need for affirmative action :- 

 Historical:- 

 Indian Penal Code enacted by the British recognised only two genders, creating a binary that never existed. 

 Over time, these constructs were absorbed in Indian society. The community has since faced extreme forms 
of violence for not conforming to socially dictated gender identities. 

 Poverty:- 

 In too many cases, this lack of legal protection translates into unemployment for transgender people. 

 Harassment and stigma:- 

 The community still faces considerable stigma . 

 They have to either resort to or are forced into begging or sex work since they remain socially circumscribed 
from other forms of employment. 

 When the Kochi Metro Rail Limited formally employed 23 transgender persons, eight of them dropped out 
after being unable to find suitable accommodation based on the monthly wages they drew (between 
Rs.9,000 and Rs.15,000). Many households were unwilling to let out their houses to them. 

 Despite recruited in government services like police , principal etc they drop out due to immense pressure 
and insensivity by the public. 

 Sex work makes this community a high-risk group for HIV according to India’s National Aids Control 
Organisation (NACO), compounding the stigma they face  

 According to the NHRC data, 99% of the transgender community in India have faced social rejection. 

 Transgender persons cannot inhabit public spaces and command the same respect because their bodies 
themselves are considered as stigmatised presences. 

 Violence:- 

 The community, especially those who are a part of the ‘guru-chela’ structure in Hijra gharanas and practise 
the traditions of “mangti” and “badhai”, are often harassed, detained under begging prohibition laws, and 
forced into begging homes. 

 Barrier to healthcare:- 

 Face barriers to obtaining medically-necessary health services and encountering medical professionals who 
lacked transgender health care competency. 

 Identity Documents :- 

 The widespread lack of accurate identity documents among transgender people can have an impact on every 
area of their lives, including access to emergency housing or other public services. 
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 The primary crisis faced by the transgender community is a denial of sexual citizenship. 

 Exclusion:- 

 In the case of transgender children, their families, unable to accept their status, subject them to domestic 
violence, which often compels these children to leave home. 

 Largely, they are estranged from their families, which removes them from one of the most primary forms of 
social legitimacy. As per the NHRC survey, only 2% of transgender persons in India live with their families. 

 Drawbacks in law:- 

 Transgender identity is not yet recognised in criminal law, whether as the third gender or as a self-identified 
male or female. 

 There is also no clarity on the application of gender-specific laws to transgender persons. 

 There are other issues that worry transgender persons such as their right to property, adoption, marriage, 
pension, and care for the old and the disabled. 

Transgender bill:- 

 The latest draft of the bill defines a transgender person as a person whose gender does not match with the gender 
assigned to that person at birth 

 The 2016 Bill says that no transgender shall be separated from parents or immediate family except on the order 
of a competent court in the interest of such a person and that if the family is unable to care for the person, the 
transgender should be placed in a rehabilitation centre. 

Issues with the bill: 

 Government, however, has refused to address two major issues – decriminalising homosexuality under Section 
377 that directly concerns transgenders and reservation for transgender community in educational institutions 
and government organisations.  

 Absence of a definition of “discrimination”. 

 The Bill provides for the right of a transgender to ‘self perceived gender identity.’ But there are no such 
mechanisms provided for the enforcement of a right. No corresponding remedy has been provided for this right. 

 The right to self-determination of a transgender has been rightly recognized by the Supreme Court under right to 
life in Article 21 of the Constitution of India, but the objective means to achieve this has not been focused upon.  

 The appointment of the District Screening Committee is also against the NALSA judgement which recognized right 
to self-identity as an inalienable right under Article 21 of the Constitution of India 

 Similarly, the bill is silent in areas of health, affirmative action, and decriminalising activities that marginalised 
trans communities are compelled to undertake to eke out a living. There are also no penal provisions in the law 
to guard against the trans community being subjected to atrocities and to protect its members in prisons and 
juvenile homes. 

 Another shortcoming in the implementation which the Bill will face is lack of mechanism for representation of 
the transgenders. For example, as we have a National Commission for Women and for lower castes, a similar type 
of provision ought to be made here too. 

 Although the Bill may come into force, it may still not be effective due to lag in the authorities to act for the rights 
of the transgenders. 

 Further, some provisions of the Bill are also in conflict with the international conventions on transgenders. 

Solutions:- 

 Sensitising the workforce in protecting the rights and dignity of the community.  

 Implement transgender bill effectively :- 

 The Bill recommends the formation of a National Council for Transgender Persons that is tasked with 
monitoring and evaluating policies formulated for transgender persons. This may pave the way for fulfilling 
the community’s long-standing demand for representation in the Rajya Sabha. 
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 Leading voices from the community have called for vocational programmes in creative fields, a recommendation 
made by the Standing Committee too. 

 There is need for a comprehensive survey on the socio-economic status of the community. 

 Transgender welfare boards are needed in different States. 

 Transgender persons should take part in the national Census to generate accurate data. 

 Explicit policies on transgender-friendly registration and non-discrimination and healthcare workers need to be 
trained to provide non-judgmental care. 

 Standing committee recommendations:- 

 Recommended re-drafting the definition of a ‘transgender person’ to make it inclusive and accurate; 
providing for the definition of discrimination and setting up a grievance redress mechanism to address 
cases of discrimination and granting reservations to transgender persons.  

 There is a requirement of special courts which can deal with the offences against transgenders speedily and 
effectively. 

 

Q) Examine the reasons behind low participation of Indian women the STEM fields. Also 

discuss the steps taken by the government recently to tackle the problem. (250 words) 

Reference 

Why this question 

Women form half of our population but their participation in STEM fields is abysmally low. The 
government has taken several steps to correct the problem. It is therefore necessary to know the 
reasons behind the problem and efforts on part of the government to tackle the issue. 

Directive word 

Examine- Here we have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, and find out the causes or 
implications if any. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to examine and bring out the reasons behind low participation of women in 
STEM fields. It also wants us to write in detail about the steps taken by the government to tackle the 
problem. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few introductory lines about the participation of women in workforce in 
general and STEM fields in particular. Highlight the situation with the help of a few related statistics. 

Body– 

 Bring out the reasons behind low participation of women in STEM fields. E.g While more 
women are enrolling in university, relatively few pursue careers in research; patriarchal 
society and stereotyping; family responsibilities; glass ceiling; high investment and less job 
security as compared to men etc. 

 Discuss the steps taken by the government to tackle the issue. E.g Discuss INSPIRE to MANAK 
scheme; KIRAN; Bio-care scheme. Discuss briefly their aim, strategy and working etc. 

 Discuss what more needs to be done- e.g role-model programmes; outreach programmes; 
financial incentives; gender sensitive employment and education policies etc. 

Conclusion– Based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 

Background :- 

 Science, technology, engineering, and medicine together known as ‘STEM’ fields suffer from lack of women, 
especially in India. 
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 According to the 2018 UNESCO Institute for Statistics report on women in science, 44% of bachelor students and 
41% of doctoral students in India are female. 

Reasons behind low participation of women in STEM fields:- 

 Women face “double burden syndrome” – a culture where both men and women feel the family and household 
duties are primarily the woman’s responsibility.  

 According to a recent survey on Women in STEM, 81 per cent women in India perceive gender bias in performance 
evaluations.  

 While more women are enrolling in university, relatively few pursue careers in research. 

 Societal bias:- 

 Women continue to face the same kind of discrimination at work as they face in society.  

 Moreover, societal biases add to the view of women preferring teaching positions over research roles 

 According to a recent Accenture research report, the gender pay gap in India is as high as 67  percent. 

 Many highly qualified women, such as those with doctorates, drop out of the workforce, resulting in considerable 
depletion of national resources in science and technology. 

 There is a drastic drop in the percentage of women from the doctoral level to the scientist/faculty position, 
suggesting a bottleneck at the employment stage due to recruitment procedures and family responsibilities. 

 Perception:- 

 Many women are routinely told that they cannot be hired for high ranking positions because they either 
have children or will have children in the future. The underlying assumption is that a woman with a family 
will give more attention to her home than her job. 

 All India Survey of Higher Education for 2013-2014, which provides gender-segregated data in fields of study, 
noted the female share in undergraduate STEM degrees to be very low as compared to humanities. 

Measures taken :- 

 Vigyan Jyoti scheme, advanced by the Department of Science and Technology (DST), was announced in the 2017 
budget allocation for the Ministry of Science and Technology together with a 2,000-crore-rupee purse.  

 The scheme’s aim is to arrange for girl students of classes 9, 10 and 11 meet women scientists, with the IITs 
and the Indian Institutes of Science Education and Research serving as the nodal centres 

 Innovation in Science Pursuit for Inspired Research (INSPIRE) is changed to Inspire-MANAK (Million Minds 
Augmenting National Aspiration and Knowledge)to attract talented young boys and girls to study science and 
pursue research as a career 

 Unnat Bharat Abhiyan programme :- 

 Launched by the Ministry of Human Resource Development in 2014.  

 Connect India’s elite institutes with local communities and address their developmental  challenges with 
appropriate technological interventions.  

 Indo-US fellowship for women in science, technology, engineering, mathematics and medicine to participate in 
international collaborative research in premier institutions in America  

 Women-centric programmes under the Knowledge Involvement in Research Advancement through Nurturing 
(KIRAN) initiative :- 

 KIRAN also includes a mobility component to allow flexibility for female scientists seeking re-location or a 
break from regular work.  

 Bio-technology Career Advancement and Reorientation (Bio-Care) scheme. 

 Relaxing the upper age limit by five years for women candidates for junior and senior research fellowships 
awarded by the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research.  
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Way forward:- 

 Women’s participation in STEM should be encouraged from primary school level rather only in higher studies.  

 Awareness about gender inequality and its outcome has to be increased. 

 The community should be supportive and understanding of career prospects for women. 

 Companies can provide more internship opportunities for women and give STEM scholarships to meritorious yet 
economically backward girls. 

 Special fellowships for girl students securing top positions in university exams. 

 Reintegrate women who have taken mid-career breaks. 

 Summer and winter camps for those who opted for science need to be initiated. 

 Government should initiate a well-planned role model programme with successful women scientists, both 
through visual media and personal interactions. 

 Need for the Government to take appropriate measures to ensure mandatory and pro-active reporting on 
female participation by research and academic institutions, in addition to providing more opportunities for 
participation. 

 Transparency and accountability in selection and promotion policies must be ensured in all public-funded 
research projects with added incentives for female participation.  

 To ensure adequate encouragement and information for women who stay away from the field due to lack of 
role models and perceived biases, a high-profile information campaign, highlighting women who have been 
successful in STEM fields should be initiated. 

Conclusion:- 

 With the Government of India also focusing on campaigns such as ‘Make in India’ Innovation Mission, there is 
focus on developing innovation and manufacturing right from schools. This will be the right time for India to rise 
to the challenge and develop a culture of application-based learning and innovation among the schools, students, 
colleges, and teachers. 

 

Q) Divyang-friendly measures need to be integrated at planning stage for ensuring 

inclusive growth in smart cities in India. Discuss. (250 words)  

Pib 

Why this question 

Divyangs as the persons facing any disability are more aptly called, form an important segment of 
our population. The recently held interactive session on “Divyang Friendly Measures and Policy 
Recommendations for Smart Cities in India” has highlighted the issue of inclusive growth in India . It 
is therefore important to analyze the issue. 

Directive word 

Discuss- This is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. We also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key demand of the question 

The question wants us to write in detail about the need to undertake Divyang-Friendly measures at 
planning stage for ensuring inclusive growth in smart cities in India. We also have to discuss how 
those measures can be undertaken- what should be the direction of approach. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few lines about the growing urban population, and mention India’s smart city 
program. 
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Body- 

 Discuss the need to undertake such measures. E.g Census 2001 has revealed that over 21 
million people in India as suffering from one or the other kind of disability. This is equivalent 
to 2.1% of the population; tourism-based cities are likely to face an opportunity loss of an 
estimated 15-20% of the global market share if they exclude tourists with disabilities. ; 
Leaving people with disabilities out of economic opportunities leads to a loss of 3-7%of GDP 
annually; the disabled have the right to life with dignity; according to the United Nations, a 
mere 1% additional cost is incurred for incorporating universal design and accessibility in the 
design and planning stage itself etc. 

 Mention that the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 mandates making all 
buildings, services and products accessible giving definite timelines for implementation and 
retrofitting. Discuss how these measures can be undertaken vis a vis the smart cities 
programme. E.g update the National Building Code 2016 to ensure that accessibility cuts 
across all chapters and section; with a growing digital interface, technology must be made 
accessible – municipal apps, bus shelters, kiosks, red light junctions, ATMs, all need to be 
made accessible for people with disabilities. Signage captioning is important for the deaf 
and hearing-impaired. Products that we use must be accessible- e.g. low floor buses, lifts 
and elevators that announce the floor reached for people with visual disabilities, etc. 

Conclusion– Based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 

Background:- 

 Smart Cities Mission adopts a unique approach to urbanization, adding that at its core, the Mission promotes the 
access to infrastructure for all citizens and this becomes a platform to provide social justice. 

 People with disabilities are among the most marginalised – not because of their disability but because of an 
environment that is hostile insensitive and inaccessible so smart cities concept need to be made inclusive. 

Need for inclusive planning with respect to disabilities:- 

 In India, the population with disabilities is around 26.8 million, constituting 2.21% of India’s total population, if 
one goes by the 2011 population census data.  

 According to the United Nations, a mere 1% additional cost is incurred for incorporating universal design and 
accessibility in the design and planning stage itself. 

 In conjunction with the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT), the Smart Cities 
Mission seeks to ensure that the most vulnerable sections of our society enjoy ‘Ease of Living’ in Indian cities 

 Tourism-based cities are likely to face an opportunity loss of an estimated 15-20% of the global market share if 
they exclude tourists with disabilities.  

 Leaving people with disabilities out of economic opportunities leads to a loss of 3-7%of GDP annually. 

 Disability-inclusive technology is good design for all including the elderly or those who prefer choices in 
communication and interaction, and can serve to make cities more accessible and easier to navigate with a range 
of interface and communication choices 

 While the entire smart cities (project) is data- driven project, there is no data on accessibility. Since there is no 
data, there is very less likelihood of including it into the indicators. Accessibility is actually still not on the agenda 
of smart cities, that’s what we have seen in our experience 

What more needs to be done? 

 Protection granted by RpWD act need to be implemented effectively:- 

 The Act brought in provisions by which no person can be discriminated against on the grounds of their 
disability thereby providing an equal opportunity. No employee can be discriminated against in cases of 
career growth, promotions, transfers, etc. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  72 www.insightsias.com  

SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 

 Compliance of Accessibility is the key provision of the act. It states that no company will be provided a 
certificate of completion unless it provides ramps, elevators, transport, communication, adheres to 
minimum width of walkways, etc. Thus making the company an inclusive environment. 

 Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 also mandates making all buildings, services and products 
accessible giving definite timelines for implementation and retrofitting. 

 NCPEDP worked closely with BIS to update the National Building Code 2016 to ensure that accessibility cuts 
across all chapters and section. 

 With a growing digital interface, technology must be made accessible too municipal apps, bus shelters, kiosks, 
red light junctions, ATMs, all need to be made accessible for people with disabilities. 

 Signage captioning is important for the deaf and hearing-impaired. Products that people use must be accessible- 
e.g. low floor buses, lifts and elevators that announce the floor reached for people with visual disabilities, etc. 

 For the  SMART City to be a success, it is important that there is mapping of how persons with disabilities access 
utilities, public spaces and government  interventions in the planning stage itself on creating awareness at the 
political level to ensure sufficient budgetary support for the initiative and on identifying officers who can be 
dedicated for the project. 

 Smart city should provide more inclusive environment for the disabled people to participate in the smart 
environment.  

 For example, a wheelchair user going to the shopping, public places, railway stations and airports should be 
able to identify the ideal route to the particular area. The open spaces are designed in such a manner that 
they can be used by everyone. 

 This approach to the smart city planning process will benefit the disabled persons. At least 2-5 per cent of 
the residential buildings in the city should be made accessible to persons with disabilities by providing 
disabled-friendly lifts, toilets as well as signage. 

 In order to meet the need of particularly disabled people in housing, the house should be as barrier-free as 
possible. Before building any apartment house for the handicapped, it is advisable to note street conditions 
and access to transportation. 

 Besides, small-scale modifications within the housing complexes like provision of ramps for wheel chair may 
be required to get in and out of their homes. 

 For the convenience of wheelchair-bound persons the authority should provide lifts and widen the doorway 
for them as far as practicable. 

 Disabled persons encounter many obstacles that prevent them from moving about freely and safely. Therefore, 
while designing the built environment, adequate space should be allocated for persons using mobility devices, 
e.g. wheelchairs, crutches and walkers, as well as those walking with the assistance of other persons.  

 Design requirements include, use of guiding blocks for persons with impaired vision to guide them within the 
buildings and outside the building, installation of information board in Braille, installation of audible signage 
(announcements) and sufficient walking space for safe walking are required. 

 

Q) Implementation of the HIV/ AIDS [Prevention and Control] Act is  a positive and a 

much-awaited development. Discuss. (250 words)  

The hindu 

Pib 

Why this question 

The Union Health Ministry has issued a notification to bring in force from Monday the Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus and Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (Prevention and Control) Act, 
2017. It is therefore important to discuss the provisions of the act and critically examine their 
implications. 
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Directive word 

Discuss- This is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. We also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to write in detail as to what would be the positive implications of 
implementation of the HIV and AIDS act; how this is a positive development. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few introductory  lines about the HIV and AIDS act. E.g The Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare has issued a notification for bringing the Human Immunodeficiency Virus and 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (Prevention and Control) Act, 2017 in force. 

Body- 

 Discuss in detail about the notification of the act and how they are a positive development. 
E.g Provisions of the Act address HIV-related discrimination, strengthen existing programme 
by bringing in legal accountability, and establish formal mechanisms for inquiring into 
complaints and redressing grievances; The Act lists various grounds on which discrimination 
against HIV positive persons and those living with them is prohibited- denial, termination, 
discontinuation or unfair treatment with regard to: (i) employment, (ii) educational 
establishments, (iii) health care services, (iv) residing or renting property, (v) standing for 
public or private office, and (vi) provision of insurance (unless based on actuarial studies). 
The requirement for HIV testing as a prerequisite for obtaining employment or accessing 
health care or education is also prohibited. 

 Every HIV infected or affected person below the age of 18 years has the right to reside in a 
shared household and enjoy the facilities of the household. The Act also prohibits any 
individual from publishing information or advocating feelings of hatred against HIV positive 
persons and those living with them etc. 

Conclusion– sum up your discussion in a few lines and form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the 
above issue. 

Background:- 

 As per studies conducted in 2015, India has 2.1 million people affected by HIV, making it the third largest country 
in terms of population affected by the disease.  

 To Safeguard the rights of people living with and affected by HIV, the Union Health Ministry has issued a 
notification to bring in force the Human Immunodeficiency Virus and Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
(Prevention and Control) Act, 2017. 

Provisions of the Act :- 

 Treatment:- 

 The Act makes Anti-Retroviral Treatment (ART) a legal right for all HIV/AIDS patients. It has also adopted 
test and treat policy which means any person testing positive will be entitled for free treatment by the state 
and central government. Earlier, this was restricted by a CD4 count rate. 

 Every person in the care and custody of the State shall have the right to HIV prevention, testing, treatment 
and counselling services. 

 Confidentiality:- 

 It also provides for confidentiality of HIV-related information and makes it necessary to get informed 
consent for undertaking HIV tests, medical treatment and research. 
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 Ombudsman:- 

 The law makes it mandatory for state governments to appoint an Ombudsman to inquire into complaints 
related to the violation of the Act and the provision of health care services. 

 Penalty:- 

 If a person or an institution fails to comply with any order given by the Ombudsman within the stipulated 
period of time, they could be fined a maximum of Rs 10,000. A continuous failure could lead to an additional 
fine of up to Rs 5000 every day until they comply. 

 Imprisonment:- 

 The Act penalises propagation of hatred against the protected person where a violator could be punished 
with a minimum jail term of three months to a maximum of two years and can be fined up to one lakh 
rupees. 

 Property rights:- 

 The new legislation has provisions to safeguard the property rights of HIV positive people. Every HIV infected 
person below the age of 18 years has the right to reside in a shared household and enjoy the facilities of the 
household. 

 Discrimination:- 

 Act seeks to prevent and control the spread of HIV and AIDS, and prohibits discrimination against affected 
persons. The Act lists various grounds on which discrimination against HIV positive persons and those living 
with the condition is prohibited. 

 These include the denial, termination, discontinuation or unfair treatment with regard to: employment, 
educational establishments, health care services, residing or renting property, standing for public or private 
office, and provision of insurance (unless based on actuarial studies). The requirement for HIV testing as a 
prerequisite for obtaining employment or accessing health care or education is also prohibited. 

 Guardianship:- 

 Person between the age of 12 and 18 years who has sufficient maturity in understanding and managing the 
affairs of his/her HIV or AIDS-affected family shall be competent to act as guardian of another sibling below 
18 years of age to be applicable in matters relating to admission to educational establishments, operating 
bank accounts, managing property, and care and treatment, among others. 

Concerns:- 

 Provisions only protect infected individuals from prejudiced behaviour and attitudes. Communities that are 
vulnerable to infection, individuals who are yet to be tested and kin of those infected are still subjected to stigma 
and biased perspectives.  

 Though the act has strong base for empowerment of people affected by HIV/Aids, but it does not guarantee 
access to anti-retroviral drugs. 

 The government’s commitment to take all measures necessary to prevent the spread of HIV or AIDS is not 
reflected in the act in the form of the right to treatment. The law only enjoins the States to provide access, as 
far as possible. 

 Similarly the act does not elucidate on the legal dissonance between its provisions of non-discrimination and 
other acts and case-law that discriminate against sex-workers, homosexuals and transgenders. 

Way forward:- 

 It would be appropriate for the Central government to initiate active public consultations to draw up the many 
guidelines to govern the operation of the law.  

 There is requirement for the ombudsman to make public the periodic reports on compliance will exert pressure 
on States to meet their obligations and it will enhance the confidence of HIV affected people. 
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Q) Despite the law banning manual scavenging, it is a harsh reality that the practice still 

exists in India. Critically examine. (250 words)  

Reference 

Why this question 

Manual scavenging is responsible for hundreds of deaths every year. It is a harsh reality that the 
inhuman practice still exists in India. In this connection it is important to understand the reasons 
behind this. 

Directive word 

Critically examine- Here we have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, and find out the 
causes or implications if any. Based on our discussion we have to form a concluding opinion on the 
issue. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to explain why the practice of manual scavenging still exists in India despite 
the law strictly banning it. We have to form an opinion on the issue based on our discussion. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few introductory lines about the manual scavenging in India- present some 
statistics about the number of people involved and mention the Employment of Manual Scavengers 
and Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act, 1993;  ‘Prohibition of Employment as Manual 
Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act. 

Body- 

 Discuss the reasons as to why the practice still exists in India. E.g mention the insanitary 
latrines; Septic tanks are designed badly. They have engineering defects which means that 
after a point, a machine cannot clean it; Under the Swachh Bharat Mission, millions of septic 
tanks are being built in rural India. By 2019, some 30 million septic tanks and pits would 
have been dug along the Ganga. If the Central, state and local sanitation programmes do 
not take up faecal sludge management as a priority, the onus will shift to the lowest rung of 
the society to clean millions of dry toilets built with tearing hurry; open drains which badly 
designed, allowing people to dump solid waste into them, which accentuates the problem. 
Improper disposal of condoms, sanitary napkins and diapers clog the drains, which machines 
cannot clear etc. 

Conclusion– form an opinion as to what should be done in this regard. E.g using technology and 
machines for the scavenging work etc. 

Background :- 

 Manual scavenging was banned 25 years ago with the passing of the Employment of Manual Scavengers and 
Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act, 1993, but it continues to find practitioners. The occupation persists 
mainly because of the continued presence of insanitary latrines. 

 There are about 2.6 million insanitary latrines (dry toilets) that require cleaning by hand, according to Safai 
Karmachari Andolan. 

Measures taken:- 

 The Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act was passed by the 
parliament in 1993, and set imprisonment of up to one year and a fine of Rs 2,000 for pushing a person to manual 
scavenging. 

 Self Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers(SRMS), a successor scheme to NSLRS 
( National Scheme for Liberation and Rehabilitation of Scavengers and their Dependents), was introduced in 
2007 with the objective to rehabilitate remaining manual scavengers and their dependents in alternative 
occupations, in a time bound manner. 
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 Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013, forbids the employment 
of any person for the task of manual scavenging by any agency or individual. 

 As picking up untreated human excreta is harmful to one’s health and hygiene, the Act seeks to completely 
ban the practice. 

 Supreme Court issued a slew of directions in 2014 to prevent and control the practice and also to prosecute the 
offenders. 

 It also directed the government to pay a compensation of 10 lakh rupees to the family members of those 
killed in acts of manual scavenging since 1993. 

 Also, the right to live with dignity is implicit in the Fundamental Rights guaranteed in Part III of the 
Constitution. Article 46 of the Constitution, on the other hand, provides that the State shall protect the weaker 
sections particularly, the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes  from social injustice and all forms of 
exploitation. 

 Apart from these under Swachh Bharat Mission focus has been given on conversion of insanitary latrines into 
sanitary latrines. 

Challenges remain :- 

 However, the dehumanising practice of manual scavenging, arising from the continued existence of insanitary 
latrines and a highly iniquitous caste system, still persists in various parts of the country.  

 Design:- 

 Septic tanks are designed badly. They have engineering defects which means that after a point, a machine 
cannot clean it. 

 Under the Swacch Bharat Mission, millions of septic tanks are being built in rural India 

 By 2019, some 30 million septic tanks and pits would have been dug along the Ganga. If the Central, state 
and local sanitation programmes do not take up faecal sludge management as a priority, the onus will shift 
to the lowest rung of the society to clean millions of dry toilets. 

 Sewage issues :- 

 Many cities do not have sewerage that covers the whole city. Sometimes, sewage lines are connected to 
storm water drains which get clogged and demand human intervention. 

 Open drains:- 

 Open drains are also badly designed, allowing people to dump solid waste into them, which accentuates the 
problem. Improper disposal of sanitary napkins, diapers etc clog the drains, which machines cannot clear. 

 Manual scavenging is not only a caste-based but also a gender-based occupation with 90 per cent of them being 
women. 

 Irony of Swachh Bharat Mission :- 

 On the one hand it aims at protecting dignity of women by providing them with private sanitation spaces, 
and on the other, it is perpetuating humiliation of women manual scavengers as they are the ones who clean 
human excreta from dry-pit latrines. 

 Legislative failure:- 

 In 2013, the ‘Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act came into force. 
However this law leaves people helpless. 

 In the earlier Act, the district magistrate had the power to solve all the cases, but that’s not the case with 
the current one. If the assigned public official isn’t doing his duty of identifying manual scavengers and 
processing their rehabilitation, there is no mechanism to pull them up 

 The Act does not address critical aspects of provisions like the rehabilitation of those who were liberated 
from manual scavenging before passing the law in 2013. 

 Liberated manual scavengers regularly face brutal atrocity and violence. 
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 Safety issues:- 

 Requirements of oxygen cylinder, torches, and constant monitoring of workers through computers etc. are 
not mentioned in the act and hence are not provided to the cleaners. 

 Lack of education:- 

 Low level of education, awareness about their rights, laws and low self esteem force them to take such work. 

 National Safai Karmachari Commission which was mandated to implement the act has not been functioning 
properly. Its website has not been updated about recent developments and new initiatives. 

Way forward:- 

 It is a social and gender issue and can be eradicated by sensitising people about its ills. 

 The implementation of these laws and provisions should be ensured by appointing people who can make sure 
that these are being followed, and that anybody who does not follow the rules and regulations is punished. 

 Entire process of the liberation of scavengers includes not just talks about value conflicts or rehabilitation and 
the few changes in their means of livelihood. The liberation of these people is also closely associated with the 
change in their social status and the ‘mould’ of their social relationships. All these aspects of liberation can be 
achieved only when dry latrines are not used at all.  

 Swachh Bharat Mission may be used to actively target conversion of insanitary latrines on priority basis. Liberated 
manual scavengers must be linked to social security and other welfare schemes to ensure that they are not 
dependent on this inhuman work for their survival.  

 

Q) Despite an Act designed specifically for the same purpose, the death of manual 

scavengers has continued as per data released by NCSK. Examine. (250 words) 

Hindustantimes 

Why this question 

The article examines the reasons behind the plight of manual scavengers and the reasons behind the 
same. Despite, an Act designed specifically to ban employment of people as manual scavengers, 
their continued deaths reflects our apathy and indifference. The question expects us to reflect on 
these issues, for it is important from GS2 perspective. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to bring out the provisions of the Act meant to safeguard the interests of 
manual scavengers, highlight their status quo and then explain why their status continues to see no 
improvement. Finally, we have to discuss the way forward. 

Directive word 

Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any . 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Mention about the spate of deaths of manual scavengers in recent past. Explain 
about the purpose of the the employment of manual scavengers and Construction of dry latrines 
(prohibition) Act, 2013. 

Body 

 Explain the provisions of the Act meant to safeguard the interest of manual scavengers – 

 The new Act looks at manual scavenging from the point of view of restoring human dignity 
and human rights and talks about rehabilitation 

 Section 7 of the Act which prohibits employment of manual scavengers and prescribes 
punishment for the same 
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 The provisions related to NCSK etc 

 Discuss the status quo – although manual scavenging is illegal, Maharashtra employs 35% 
of 180,657 Indian families whose livelihood depends on unblocking excreta-packed sewers 
in those dank lanes, railways is also a huge employer. Moreover, more than 300 people died 
due to manual scavenging in 2017 alone. Reflects issues with the act and in its 
implementation 

 Discuss the reasons why the Act is failing – does not spell out the  responsibilities and 
accountability of the local authorities that will supervise rehabilitation, the law is not being 
enforced, and there is no fear of penalties, Mechanised cleaning of septic tanks is the 
prescribed norm. But in spite of a well-funded programme such as the Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan in operation, little attention is devoted to this aspect of sanitation. The 
requirements of worker safety and provision of safety gear for rare instances when human 
intervention is unavoidable are often ignored etc 

Conclusion – Give your view on the continued violation of the rights of manual scavengers and 
discuss the way forward. 

 Background :- 

 Manual scavenging was banned 25 years ago with the passing of the Employment of Manual Scavengers and 
Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act, 1993, but it continues to find practitioners. The occupation persists 
mainly because of the continued presence of insanitary latrines. 

 There are about 2.6 million insanitary latrines (dry toilets) that require cleaning by hand, according to Safai 
Karmachari Andolan. 

Measures taken:- 

 The Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act was passed by the 
parliament in 1993, and set imprisonment of up to one year and a fine of Rs 2,000 for pushing a person to manual 
scavenging. 

 Self Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers(SRMS), a successor scheme to NSLRS 
( National Scheme for Liberation and Rehabilitation of Scavengers and their Dependents), was introduced in 
2007 with the objective to rehabilitate remaining manual scavengers and their dependents in alternative 
occupations, in a time bound manner. 

 Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013, forbids the employment 
of any person for the task of manual scavenging by any agency or individual. 

 As picking up untreated human excreta is harmful to one’s health and hygiene, the Act seeks to completely 
ban the practice. 

 Supreme Court issued a slew of directions in 2014 to prevent and control the practice and also to prosecute the 
offenders. 

 It also directed the government to pay a compensation of 10 lakh rupees to the family members of those 
killed in acts of manual scavenging since 1993. 

 Also, the right to live with dignity is implicit in the Fundamental Rights guaranteed in Part III of the 
Constitution. Article 46 of the Constitution, on the other hand, provides that the State shall protect the weaker 
sections particularly, the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes  from social injustice and all forms of 
exploitation. 

 Apart from these under Swachh Bharat Mission focus has been given on conversion of insanitary latrines into 
sanitary latrines. 

Challenges remain :- 

 However, the dehumanising practice of manual scavenging, arising from the continued existence of insanitary 
latrines and a highly iniquitous caste system, still persists in various parts of the country.  

 Design:- 
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 Septic tanks are designed badly. They have engineering defects which means that after a point, a machine 
cannot clean it. 

 Under the Swacch Bharat Mission, millions of septic tanks are being built in rural India 

 By 2019, some 30 million septic tanks and pits would have been dug along the Ganga. If the Central, state 
and local sanitation programmes do not take up faecal sludge management as a priority, the onus will shift 
to the lowest rung of the society to clean millions of dry toilets. 

 Sewage issues :- 

 Many cities do not have sewerage that covers the whole city. Sometimes, sewage lines are connected to 
storm water drains which get clogged and demand human intervention. 

 Open drains:- 

 Open drains are also badly designed, allowing people to dump solid waste into them, which accentuates the 
problem. Improper disposal of sanitary napkins, diapers etc clog the drains, which machines cannot clear. 

 Manual scavenging is not only a caste-based but also a gender-based occupation with 90 per cent of them being 
women. 

 Irony of Swachh Bharat Mission :- 

 On the one hand it aims at protecting dignity of women by providing them with private sanitation spaces, 
and on the other, it is perpetuating humiliation of women manual scavengers as they are the ones who clean 
human excreta from dry-pit latrines. 

 Legislative failure:- 

 In 2013, the ‘Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act came into force. 
However this law leaves people helpless. 

 In the earlier Act, the district magistrate had the power to solve all the cases, but that’s not the case with 
the current one. If the assigned public official isn’t doing his duty of identifying manual scavengers and 
processing their rehabilitation, there is no mechanism to pull them up 

 The Act does not address critical aspects of provisions like the rehabilitation of those who were liberated 
from manual scavenging before passing the law in 2013. 

 Liberated manual scavengers regularly face brutal atrocity and violence. 

 The law enjoins upon the government to provide Rs 10 lakh to the families of those who die inside sewers. 
However, data presented by the Central Monitoring Committee in 2017 said only seven states had paid 
compensation for such deaths in the past 25 years. 

 Safety issues:- 

 Requirements of oxygen cylinder, torches, and constant monitoring of workers through computers etc. are 
not mentioned in the act and hence are not provided to the cleaners. 

 Lack of education:- 

 Low level of education, awareness about their rights, laws and low self esteem force them to take such work. 

 National Safai Karmachari Commission which was mandated to implement the act has not been functioning 
properly. Its website has not been updated about recent developments and new initiatives. 

 Lack of credible data:- 

 One big obstacle before evolving policies for the welfare of sewage and septic tank workers is the lack of 
credible data. 

 There are no official numbers available on those employed in sewer and septic tank cleaning as opposed to 
those engaged in the relatively less hazardous cleaning of dry latrines, open drains and single pit toilets. 

 Biggest reason why the mechanised cleaning of septic tanks, the prescribed norm, remains only on paper, is lax 
implementation by enforcement agencies. 
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Way forward:- 

 It is a social and gender issue and can be eradicated by sensitising people about its ills. 

 The implementation of these laws and provisions should be ensured by appointing people who can make sure 
that these are being followed, and that anybody who does not follow the rules and regulations is punished. 

 Entire process of the liberation of scavengers includes not just talks about value conflicts or rehabilitation and 
the few changes in their means of livelihood. The liberation of these people is also closely associated with the 
change in their social status and the ‘mould’ of their social relationships. All these aspects of liberation can be 
achieved only when dry latrines are not used at all.  

 Swachh Bharat Mission may be used to actively target conversion of insanitary latrines on priority basis. Liberated 
manual scavengers must be linked to social security and other welfare schemes to ensure that they are not 
dependent on this inhuman work for their survival.  

 

Q) Ayushman Bharat- Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana will ease burden on poor, be a 

catalyst for more changes in health sector. Discuss. (250 words) 

Indian express 

Why this question 

Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, is an important scheme of government of 
India. It is important to know the significance and the scope of the scheme. 

Directive word 

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to write in detail about the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana and discuss its 
important provisions and discuss how the scheme will ease burden on poor, be a catalyst for more 
changes in health sector. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few introductory lines about the Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana. E.g Ayushman Bharat is a far-reaching initiative aimed at ensuring holistic 
healthcare services etc. 

Body- 

Discuss in detail about the Ayushman Bharat- Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana. E.g The first 
component of the Ayushman Bharat scheme aims at expansion of services with elements of 
promotive and preventive healthcare under comprehensive primary health through health and 
wellness centres; Its second component, the health assurance mission addressing concerns of 
catastrophic expenditure by vulnerable families for secondary and tertiary care is known by the 
name Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY); It will provide a cover of Rs 5 lakh per family per 
year for inpatient care to 10.74 crore families at the bottom of the pyramid-around 40 percent of 
India’s population;The services will be provided by empanelled public and private hospitals; Unlike 
private insurance schemes, PMJAY does not exclude a person on account of pre-existing illnesses. 
The size of the family is no bar. There is also no need for formal enrolment; families that are listed 
with defined deprivation criteria on the Socio Economic and Caste Census database are 
automatically enrolled etc. 

Conclusion– based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 
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Background :- 

 Ayushman Bharat is a far-reaching initiative aimed at ensuring holistic healthcare services. 

 Its first component of expansion of services with elements of promotive and preventive healthcare under 
comprehensive primary health through health and wellness centres was launched. Since then, 2,287 health and 
wellness centres have come up around the country. 

 Its second component, the health assurance mission addressing concerns of catastrophic expenditure by 
vulnerable families for secondary and tertiary care, the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) is unveiled 
recently. 

 It will provide a cover of Rs 5 lakh per family per year for inpatient care to 10.74 crore families at the bottom of 
the pyramid. This translates into more than 50 crore people, around 40 per cent of India’s population. 

 The health conditions and surgical procedures, covered free, are encompassed in over 1,350 packages that 
include practically all secondary and tertiary conditions requiring hospitalisation, barring a few such as organ 
transplantation. 

 The services will be provided by empanelled public and private hospitals. 

Advantages :- 

 This mission enables increased access to in-patient health care for the poor and lower middle class. The access 
to health care is cashless and nationally portable. 

 It spurs increased investment in health and generate lakhs of jobs, especially for women, and will be a driver of 
development and growth. It is a turning point for the health sector. 

 Will bring healthcare system closer to the homes of people. 

 The new program would be a vast expansion of health coverage, allowing people to visit the country’s many 
private hospitals for needs as varied as cancer treatment and knee replacements.  

 Unlike private insurance schemes, PMJAY does not exclude a person on account of pre-existing illnesses. The size 
of the family is no bar. 

 There is also no need for formal enrolment. Families that are listed with defined deprivation criteria on the Socio 
Economic and Caste Census database are automatically enrolled. 

 A strong fraud control mechanism has been conceived. An audit system has been put in place. Thousands of 
Ayushman Mitras are being trained. At each facility, one of them will receive the beneficiary, check her eligibility 
and facilitate in-patient care. 

 A system for patient feedback and grievance redressal is also in place. The system will be cashless and largely 
paperless. 

 The Yojana will be implemented in concord with state-level schemes, if they exist. An autonomous and 
empowered National Health Agency (NHA) has been established with corresponding state level health agencies 
(SHAs). A plethora of guidelines on every aspect of the scheme has been developed and pre-tested. 

 A robust IT system has been put in place. An efficient claims management system is functional with payments to 
be made within two weeks. 

 One unique feature of the PMJAY is its national portability once fully operational. If a beneficiary from 
Jharkhand falls sick in Uttar Pradesh (UP), she is entitled to receive treatment in any of the empanelled hospitals 
in UP. Her home state will make the requisite payment for the services availed. 

 The service package rates are based on an extensive exercise to determine market-discovered estimates. If a 
state’s existing scheme has a higher rate for a specific package compared to the PMJAY, the former will apply. 

 It will dramatically improve provision of healthcare for the poor. It will be an enabler of quality, affordability 
and accountability in the health system. The empanelled hospitals have been tasked to follow the treatment 
guidelines. Patient outcomes will be monitored. 
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 Another impact of the PMJAY will be rationalisation of the cost of care in the private sector. With an increase 
in demand created, it is expected that private sector will move from a low volume-high return paradigm to a high 
volume-fair return (and higher net profit) model. 

 The PMJAY is a poverty-reducing measure. More than a third of the out-of-pocket expenditure (around Rs 5,000 
per household) is due to inpatient hospitalisations. One out of eight families have to incur health expenditure of 
more than 25 per cent of the usual household expenditure each year. PMJAY will ease this burden on the poor. 

 The scheme will create lakhs of jobs for professionals and non-professionals especially women. It will give a 
boost to the health technology industry. 

The following problems with Indian healthcare system need to be resolved to make Ayushmann Bharat a success:- 

 Massive shortages in the supply of services (human resources, hospitals and diagnostic centres in the 
private/public sector) which are made worse by grossly inequitable availability between and within States. 

 For example, even a well-placed State such as Tamil Nadu has an over 30% shortage of medical and non-
medical professionals in government facilities. 

 Health budget:- 

 The health budget has neither increased nor is there any policy to strengthen the public/private sector in 
deficit areas. 

 While the NHPS provides portability, one must not forget that it will take time for hospitals to be established 
in deficit areas. This in turn could cause patients to gravitate toward the southern States that have a 
comparatively better health infrastructure than the rest of India. 

 Infrastructure constraints:- 

 There are doubts on the capacity of this infrastructure to take on the additional load of such insured patients 
from other States, growing medical tourism (foreign tourists/patients) as a policy being promoted by the 
government, and also domestic patients, both insured and uninsured. 

 In the absence of market intelligence, arbitrary pricing and unethical methods cannot be ruled out:- 

 Aarogyasri scheme has only package rates, a procedure that all States have since followed as a model. 
Package rates are not a substitute for arriving at actuarial rating. 

 More importantly, there is no way the government or the payer has an idea of the shifts in the price of 
components within the package. This knowledge is essential to regulate/negotiate prices to contain costs. 
This also explains why there is no dent in the exorbitant health expenditures being faced in India despite 
government-sponsored schemes. 

 Absence of primary care:- 

 In the northern States there are hardly any sub-centres and primary health centres are practically non-
existent. 

 The wellness clinic component is a step towards bridging that lacuna but funding constraints are here too. 

 Out of pocket expenditure high:- 

 Even the poor are forced to opt for private healthcare,  and, hence, pay from their own pockets. Resultantly, 
an estimated 63 million people fall into poverty due to health expenditure, annually.  

 Inequities in the health sector exist due to many factors like geography,  socio-economic status and income 
groups among others. Compared with countries like Sri Lanka, Thailand and China, which started at almost similar 
levels, India lags behind peers on healthcare outcomes. 

 The Government has launched many policies and health programmes but success has been partial at best. 

 The National Health Policy(NHP) 2002 proposed to increase Government spending on health by two to three 
per cent of the gross domestic product (GDP) by 2010 which has not happened yet. Now, the NHP 2017, has 
proposed to take it to 2.5 per cent of the GDP by 2025. 
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 Healthcare does not have holistic approach:- 

 There are a lot of determinants for better health like improved drinking water supply and sanitation; better 
nutritional outcomes, health and education for women and girls; improved air quality and safer roads which 
are outside the purview of the health Ministry. 

 These issues are increasingly being recognised with emerging challenges such as Anti-microbial resistance, 
air pollution, and non-communicable diseases (NCDs). 

 While private sector healthcare providers play an important role in the overall delivery of health services, any 
engagement of Government hospitals with private sector is seen with suspicion. 

 A number of health institutions, established since independence, seem to have outlived their utility for 
instance  institutions solely focus on family welfare. 

 Finally, universal health coverage (UHC) is a widely accepted and agreed health goal at the global level and has 
been included in the broader Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) agenda as well. In India, the momentum 
seems to have been lost. The inclusion and articulation of core principles of UHC as central aim of NHP 2017, is a 
sign of hope.  

 Rural medical practitioners (RMPs), who provide 80% of outpatient care, have no formal qualifications for it.  

 Given low salaries, colleges face serious difficulties in filling the positions. The result has been extremely slow 
expansion of capacity in many states. 

 Pricing of medical equipment :- 

 Private hospitals are charging exorbitant prices for these and poor suffer the most and there is no price 
capping yet. 

Way forward:- 

 There is a need for multi-sectoral planning and ‘health in all policies’ approach, where initiative of different 
departments and Ministries is developed and planned coordination, accountability  assigned and progress 
monitored jointly. It has to be coordinated at the level of Prime Minister or the Chief Minister’s office, as the case 
may be. 

 PPP in India needs a nuanced approach and systematic mechanisms, including legislation and regulatory 
aspects. The process requires wider stakeholder engagement and deliberations and oversight from top 
leadership. 

 There is a need to reform and re-design institutions to broader health system goals to contribute achieve 
sustainable development goals. 

 Policy proposals, such as setting up of Indian Medical Service, establishing public health cadre as well as mid-
level healthcare providers and exploring lateral entry of technical experts in academic and health policy 
institutions, including in the health Ministry (up to the levels Joint Secretary and Additional Secretary levels) 
should be deliberated and given due priority. 

 A competitive price must be charged for services provided at public facilities as well. The government should 
invest in public facilities only in hard to reach regions where private providers may not emerge. 

 The government must introduce up to one-year long training courses for practitioners engaged in treating 
routine illnesses. This would be in line with the National Health Policy 2002, which envisages a role for paramedics 
along the lines of nurse practitioners in the United States. 

 There is urgent need for accelerating the growth of MBBS graduates to replace unqualified “doctors” who 
operate in both urban and rural areas.  

 The government needs to provide adequate funding to improve the quality of services as well. 

 In a federal polity with multiple political parties sharing governance, an all-India alignment around the NHPS 
requires a high level of cooperative federalism, both to make the scheme viable and to ensure portability of 
coverage as people cross State borders. 
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 State governments, which will administer it through their own agency, will have to purchase care from a variety 
of players, including in the private sector, at predetermined rates. Reaching a consensus on treatment costs 
through a transparent consultative process is vital for a smooth and steady rollout. 

 A large-scale Information Technology network for cashless treatment should be set up and validated. State 
governments need to  upgrade the health administrative systems. The NHPM has a problem with the distribution 
of hospitals, the capacity of human resources, and the finances available for cost-sharing. 

Conclusion:- 

 Good health is part of ‘social contract’ between the Government and the people and essential for sustaining 
economic growth of the country. Seventy years of independence is an opportune time to revisit priorities and 
place health higher on policy and development agenda. 

 

Q) Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojana is the government’s initiative to provide healthcare 

access to the economically-backward and weaker sections of the society, and represents 

a quantum leap towards India achieving universal healthcare. Explain the initiative and 

examine issues that are critical for the scheme’s success ?  (250 words) 

Financial express 

The hindu 

Why this question 

This article highlights the significance of this initiative for promoting healthcare in the country and 
the issues that need to be taken care of to ensure that the scheme is a success. This scheme is very 
important launched with an objective to improve the status of healthcare in the country and needs 
to be prepared in detail. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to explain the details of PMJAY, examine how is it different from the earlier 
insurance coverage schemes launched by the government. In the latter part, we need to bring out 
the major challenges that might prove to be an impediment in success of the scheme and how they 
can be addressed. 

Directive word 

Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any . 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain the status of healthcare in the country with a mention of insurance coverage, 
OoPE etc. 

Body – Explain details about PMJAY. The scheme aims to provide annual health insurance cover of 
Rs 5 lakh to 10.74 crore beneficiary families i.e. over 50 crore beneficiaries across India. It is touted 
as world’s largest healthcare scheme. Highlight how the scheme tries to achieve these targets – 
discuss about national health agency, finances, mention that the scheme is entitlement based etc. 

Highlight the major challenges that the scheme might face – of finances, empanelled hospitals, 
funding and package rates etc. 

Conclusion – Discuss how the scheme can be implemented to ensure that such challenges do not 
pose a problem. By bringing out health deprivation, mention how crucial the success of the scheme 
is. 
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Background :- 

 Ayushman Bharat is a far-reaching initiative aimed at ensuring holistic healthcare services. 

 Its first component of expansion of services with elements of promotive and preventive healthcare under 
comprehensive primary health through health and wellness centres was launched. Since then, 2,287 health and 
wellness centres have come up around the country. 

 Its second component, the health assurance mission addressing concerns of catastrophic expenditure by 
vulnerable families for secondary and tertiary care, the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) is unveiled 
recently. 

Pradhan mantri Jan aarogya yojana :- 

 The plan is to integrate and merge PMJAY with existing schemes such as Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY) 
and state-level health insurance schemes. 

 There is a heavy focus on rural areas with 8.3 crore families participating, and remaining 2.33 crore families are 
urban. Some states that were providing insurance through RSBY or own schemes had wider coverage than 
provisioned in PMJAY. Combining these with PMJAY could widen the total insurance coverage to reach around 
60-65% of the population. 

 RSBY and other state insurance schemes are all enrolment-based schemes, whereas PMJAY is an entitlement 
scheme. Hence, if you fall under the beneficiary list, then you are automatically covered under PMJAY. 

 The PMJAY implementation strategy proposes two models: trust model and insurance-based model. Currently, 
majority of states have opted for the trust model for a variety of reasons, like package rates, existing contracts, 
etc. 

 Officials from various authorities will jointly form the Ayushman Bharat-National Health Protection Mission 
Governing Board (AB-NHPMGB), which will be responsible for governance. 

 The National Health Agency (NHA) has been formed to provide vision and stewardship for design, roll-out, 
implementation and management. 

 The scheme aims to provide annual health insurance cover of Rs 5 lakh to 10.74 crore beneficiary families i.e. 
over 50 crore beneficiaries across India. It is touted as world’s largest healthcare scheme. 

Advantages :- 

 This mission enables increased access to in-patient health care for the poor and lower middle class. The access 
to health care is cashless and nationally portable. 

 It spurs increased investment in health and generate lakhs of jobs, especially for women, and will be a driver of 
development and growth. It is a turning point for the health sector. 

 Will bring healthcare system closer to the homes of people. 

 The new program would be a vast expansion of health coverage, allowing people to visit the country’s many 
private hospitals for needs as varied as cancer treatment and knee replacements.  

 Unlike private insurance schemes, PMJAY does not exclude a person on account of pre-existing illnesses. The size 
of the family is no bar. 

 There is also no need for formal enrolment. Families that are listed with defined deprivation criteria on the Socio 
Economic and Caste Census database are automatically enrolled. 

 A strong fraud control mechanism has been conceived. An audit system has been put in place. Thousands of 
Ayushman Mitras are being trained. At each facility, one of them will receive the beneficiary, check her eligibility 
and facilitate in-patient care. 

 A system for patient feedback and grievance redressal is also in place. The system will be cashless and largely 
paperless. 

 The Yojana will be implemented in concord with state-level schemes, if they exist. An autonomous and 
empowered National Health Agency (NHA) has been established with corresponding state level health agencies 
(SHAs). A plethora of guidelines on every aspect of the scheme has been developed and pre-tested. 
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 A robust IT system has been put in place. An efficient claims management system is functional with payments to 
be made within two weeks. 

 One unique feature of the PMJAY is its national portability once fully operational. If a beneficiary from 
Jharkhand falls sick in Uttar Pradesh (UP), she is entitled to receive treatment in any of the empanelled hospitals 
in UP. Her home state will make the requisite payment for the services availed. 

 The service package rates are based on an extensive exercise to determine market-discovered estimates. If a 
state’s existing scheme has a higher rate for a specific package compared to the PMJAY, the former will apply. 

 It will dramatically improve provision of healthcare for the poor. It will be an enabler of quality, affordability 
and accountability in the health system. The empanelled hospitals have been tasked to follow the treatment 
guidelines. Patient outcomes will be monitored. 

 Another impact of the PMJAY will be rationalisation of the cost of care in the private sector. With an increase 
in demand created, it is expected that private sector will move from a low volume-high return paradigm to a high 
volume-fair return (and higher net profit) model. 

 The PMJAY is a poverty-reducing measure. More than a third of the out-of-pocket expenditure (around Rs 5,000 
per household) is due to inpatient hospitalisations. One out of eight families have to incur health expenditure of 
more than 25 per cent of the usual household expenditure each year. PMJAY will ease this burden on the poor. 

 The scheme will create lakhs of jobs for professionals and non-professionals especially women. It will give a 
boost to the health technology industry. 

 With more private and NABH-accredited hospitals getting empanelled, the quality of care provided to the 
beneficiaries will improve going forward, paving the way for standardisation of care across the country 

The following problems with Indian healthcare system need to be resolved to make Ayushmann Bharat a success:- 

 Massive shortages in the supply of services(human resources, hospitals and diagnostic centres in the 
private/public sector) which are made worse by grossly inequitable availability between and within States. 

 For example, even a well-placed State such as Tamil Nadu has an over 30% shortage of medical and non-
medical professionals in government facilities. 

 Health budget:- 

 The health budget has neither increased nor is there any policy to strengthen the public/private sector in 
deficit areas. 

 While the NHPS provides portability, one must not forget that it will take time for hospitals to be established 
in deficit areas. This in turn could cause patients to gravitate toward the southern States that have a 
comparatively better health infrastructure than the rest of India. 

 Infrastructure constraints:- 

 There are doubts on the capacity of this infrastructure to take on the additional load of such insured patients 
from other States, growing medical tourism (foreign tourists/patients) as a policy being promoted by the 
government, and also domestic patients, both insured and uninsured. 

 In the absence of market intelligence, arbitrary pricing and unethical methods cannot be ruled out:- 

 Aarogyasri scheme has only package rates, a procedure that all States have since followed as a model. 
Package rates are not a substitute for arriving at actuarial rating. 

 More importantly, there is no way the government or the payer has an idea of the shifts in the price of 
components within the package. This knowledge is essential to regulate/negotiate prices to contain costs. 
This also explains why there is no dent in the exorbitant health expenditures being faced in India despite 
government-sponsored schemes. 

 Absence of primary care:- 

 In the northern States there are hardly any sub-centres and primary health centres are practically non-
existent. 

 The wellness clinic component is a step towards bridging that lacuna but funding constraints are here too. 
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 Out of pocket expenditure high:- 

 Even the poor are forced to opt for private healthcare,  and, hence, pay from their own pockets. Resultantly, 
an estimated 63 million people fall into poverty due to health expenditure, annually.  

 Inequities in the health sector exist due to many factors like geography,  socio-economic status and income 
groups among others. Compared with countries like Sri Lanka, Thailand and China, which started at almost similar 
levels, India lags behind peers on healthcare outcomes. 

 The Government has launched many policies and health programmes but success has been partial at best. 

 The National Health Policy(NHP) 2002 proposed to increase Government spending on health by two to three 
per cent of the gross domestic product (GDP) by 2010 which has not happened yet. Now, the NHP 2017, has 
proposed to take it to 2.5 per cent of the GDP by 2025. 

 Healthcare does not have holistic approach:- 

 There are a lot of determinants for better health like improved drinking water supply and sanitation; better 
nutritional outcomes, health and education for women and girls; improved air quality and safer roads which 
are outside the purview of the health Ministry. 

 These issues are increasingly being recognised with emerging challenges such as Anti-microbial resistance, 
air pollution, and non-communicable diseases (NCDs). 

 While private sector healthcare providers play an important role in the overall delivery of health services, any 
engagement of Government hospitals with private sector is seen with suspicion. 

 A number of health institutions, established since independence, seem to have outlived their utility for 
instance  institutions solely focus on family welfare. 

 Finally, universal health coverage (UHC) is a widely accepted and agreed health goal at the global level and has 
been included in the broader Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) agenda as well. In India, the momentum 
seems to have been lost. The inclusion and articulation of core principles of UHC as central aim of NHP 2017, is a 
sign of hope.  

 Rural medical practitioners (RMPs), who provide 80% of outpatient care, have no formal qualifications for it.  

 Given low salaries, colleges face serious difficulties in filling the positions. The result has been extremely slow 
expansion of capacity in many states. 

 Pricing of medical equipment :- 

 Private hospitals are charging exorbitant prices for these and poor suffer the most and there is no price 
capping yet. 

Way forward:- 

 There is a need for multi-sectoral planning and ‘health in all policies’ approach, where initiative of different 
departments and Ministries is developed and planned coordination, accountability  assigned and progress 
monitored jointly. It has to be coordinated at the level of Prime Minister or the Chief Minister’s office, as the case 
may be. 

 PPP in India needs a nuanced approach and systematic mechanisms, including legislation and regulatory 
aspects. The process requires wider stakeholder engagement and deliberations and oversight from top 
leadership. 

 There is a need to reform and re-design institutions to broader health system goals to contribute achieve 
sustainable development goals. 

 Policy proposals, such as setting up of Indian Medical Service, establishing public health cadre as well as mid-
level healthcare providers and exploring lateral entry of technical experts in academic and health policy 
institutions, including in the health Ministry (up to the levels Joint Secretary and Additional Secretary levels) 
should be deliberated and given due priority. 

 A competitive price must be charged for services provided at public facilities as well. The government should 
invest in public facilities only in hard to reach regions where private providers may not emerge. 
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 The government must introduce up to one-year long training courses for practitioners engaged in treating 
routine illnesses. This would be in line with the National Health Policy 2002, which envisages a role for paramedics 
along the lines of nurse practitioners in the United States. 

 There is urgent need for accelerating the growth of MBBS graduates to replace unqualified “doctors” who 
operate in both urban and rural areas.  

 The government needs to provide adequate funding to improve the quality of services as well. 

 In a federal polity with multiple political parties sharing governance, an all-India alignment around the NHPS 
requires a high level of cooperative federalism, both to make the scheme viable and to ensure portability of 
coverage as people cross State borders. 

 State governments, which will administer it through their own agency, will have to purchase care from a variety 
of players, including in the private sector, at predetermined rates. Reaching a consensus on treatment costs 
through a transparent consultative process is vital for a smooth and steady rollout. 

 A large-scale Information Technology network for cashless treatment should be set up and validated. State 
governments need to  upgrade the health administrative systems. The NHPM has a problem with the distribution 
of hospitals, the capacity of human resources, and the finances available for cost-sharing. 

Conclusion:- 

 Good health is part of ‘social contract’ between the Government and the people and essential for sustaining 
economic growth of the country. Seventy years of independence is an opportune time to revisit priorities and 
place health higher on policy and development agenda. 

 

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, 

Education, Human Resources. 

Q) The growing countrywide demand for the inclusion of new castes in the reservation 

quotas has entered an interesting phase. Analyze. (250 words) 

epw 

Why this question 

Reservation policy of the government of India has entered an interesting phase. The discourse 
around reservation policy has witnessed a remarkable shift which needs to be probed in detail. 

Directive word 

Analyze- Here we  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the topic by separating 
it into component parts, and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to delve deep into the issue of reservation policy in India and bring out the 
change in the discourse around it, as has happened in the recent years. We have to look at the issue 
through a wide lens and appreciate the changes therein. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few lines about the reservation policy in India- e.g mention the historical 
wrongs inflicted on the communities which were given reservation. Mention the constant and fierce 
criticism of reservation policy by groups not covered under reservation etc. 

Body- 

Discuss how the discourse on reservation policy has changed recently in India. E.g mention that a 
few decades ago, the critics of reservation  sought to stigmatise the reservation principle by 
deploying a morally offensive language to describe its beneficiaries, more particularly the Scheduled 
Castes (SCs), as the “sons-in-law” of the government and “enemies of merit” and “stumbling block 
for efficient functioning.” Thus, the target of such malicious critiques was specifically a concrete 
social group. The opponents used public good such as institutional well-being as the pretext to 
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express their hate and anger against a particular group rather than reservation itself; Today, in the 
wake of the growing demand for reservation across several castes, those  opponents in their public 
expression seem to be underplaying at least some words like “merit” and “efficiency.” However, at 
the subterranean level or even on social media, the language against reservation continues to 
remain quite vicious; today opposition to quota is less on grounds of merit and efficiency, and more 
on those of integration of society and development of the nation; The new turn in the discourse on 
reservation has helped us separate the principle of reservation from the stigma that was attached 
to the SCs. This could be seen as a gain since it is satisfying to see that the democratisation of the 
demand for reservation would neutralise the harsh and malicious ire against the system of 
reservation. And some may think it a welcome development in terms of easing out the social tension 
that seems to be active among several caste groups in India etc. 

Conclusion-Conclusion- Based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given 
issue. 

Background :- 

 Reservation in India is the process of facilitating people in education, scholarship, jobs etc that were faced 
historical injustice. 

 Reservation is a form of quota-based affirmative action. Reservation is governed by constitutional laws, statutory 
laws, and local rules and regulations. 

 The reservation is undertaken to address the historic oppression, inequality and discrimination faced by those 
communities and to give these communities a place. It is intended to realise the promise of equality enshrined 
in the Constitution. 

 The communities excluded from reservations harbour animosity and prejudice against the castes included in the 
reservation category.  

Inclusion of new castes in the reservation quotas :- 

 The Maratha reservation demands, like those of the Patidars in Gujarat, the Kapus in Andhra Pradesh and 
the Jats in Haryana, are the inevitable outgrowths of the political warping of the logic of reservations. 

 Few recent incidents indicate that this policy has ended up as a tool that discriminates against the high caste 
youths in favour of the low caste youths, sometimes coming from the same economic background. Few experts 
argue that the tool of reservation has failed miserably in removing caste differences and has promoted the caste 
divide and caste conflicts. 

 A few decades ago, the critics of reservation  sought to stigmatise the reservation principle by deploying a morally 
offensive language to describe its beneficiaries, more particularly the Scheduled Castes (SCs), as the “sons-in-
law” of the government and “enemies of merit” and “stumbling block for efficient functioning.” Thus, the target 
of such malicious critiques was specifically a concrete social group. 

 The opponents used public good such as institutional well-being as the pretext to express their hate and anger 
against a particular group rather than reservation itself 

 Today, in the wake of the growing demand for reservation across several castes, those  opponents in their public 
expression seem to be underplaying at least some words like “merit” and “efficiency.” 

 However, at the subterranean level or even on social media, the language against reservation continues to remain 
quite vicious. Today opposition to quota is less on grounds of merit and efficiency, and more on those of 
integration of society and development of the nation 

 The new turn in the discourse on reservation has helped us separate the principle of reservation from the stigma 
that was attached to the SCs. This could be seen as a gain since it is satisfying to see that the democratisation of 
the demand for reservation would neutralise the harsh and malicious ire against the system of reservation. 

 And some may think it a welcome development in terms of easing out the social tension that seems to be active 
among several caste groups in India etc. 
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Way forward:- 

 First, while caste will continue to be the mainstay of reservation policies, the benefits should flow to the vast 
majority of underprivileged children from deprived castes; not to a few privileged children with a caste tag. 

 Second, we have to address the anger and aspirations of poor families among unreserved communities. 

 These efforts should be coupled with a vigorous national effort to improve school education outcomes. 
 

Q) Discuss the reasons why so many children in India still remain out of school ?  Suggest 

ways through which this situation can be reversed ? (250 words) 

The hindu 

Why this question 

The article discusses the gaps in enrolment among children, examines the gender gap in those 
numbers and discusses reasons behind the same. These issues are important from GS2 perspective 
and will also serve as fodder points for essay. 

Key demand of the question 

The question first expects us to explain the background to the question by providing our 
interpretation of data provided in the article. Next, we need to discuss the reasons why so many 
children remain out if school, and the causes behind gender gap in those numbers. After analysing 
the issues involved we need to discuss the ways in which this number can be brought down. 

Directive word 

Discuss  – 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Highlight the data provided by 2011 census, 2014 survey commissioned by Ministry 
of HRD and the data calculated on the basis of NSS. Mention why this deserves deeper analysis. 

Body 

 Mention the reasons why so many children stay out of school – caste factor, gender factor, 
religion factor, economic factors etc 

 Discuss the implementation issues of RTE, discuss the other factors that have hindered 
enrolment of children 

 Based on the reasons described above, highlight the steps that can be taken to improve the 
status of child enrolement in schools 

Conclusion – Emphasize on the need for correcting this gaps, highlight the advantages that will be 
accrued and suggest way forward. 

Background:- 

 According to the 2011 Census, the number of out-of-school children in the 5-17 age group was 8.4 crore.  

 Recently reports were prepared on  number of out-of-school children in India on the basis of the 71st round of 
the National Sample Survey (NSS) carried out in 2014. out-of-school children in 6-18 age group were more than 
4.5 crore in the country, which is 16.1% of the children in this age group.  

Issue of out of school children in India:- 

 It is a matter of serious concern that nearly 10 years after the enactment of the RTE Act, and 16 years after the 
right to education was elevated to a fundamental right, such a large number of children are out of school. 

 Data show that out-of-school children came mostly from the rural areas, and a high proportion of them are SCs, 
STs, Muslims and from other economically backward communities. 

 In Kerala, Goa, Sikkim, Himachal Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, the proportion of out-of-school children was lower 
than the national average.  
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Reasons:- 

 Risk factors begin to add up even before students enroll in school that include: poverty, low educational level of 
parents, the weak family structure, pattern of schooling of sibling, and lack of pre-school experiences. 

 Family background and domestic problems create an environment which negatively affects the value of 
education Further, students could drop out as a result of a multitude of school factors such as uncongenial 
atmosphere, poor comprehension, absenteeism, attitude and behavior of the teachers, and failure or repetition 
in the same grade, etc. 

 Most important reason for boys to drop out of school was to take up jobs to supplement the family earning and 
for girls, it was the compulsion to participate in household work. 

 Prejudice against educating girls is still prevalent in India. 

 A much higher proportion of girls than boys dropped out of school after Class 10, after which education is not 
necessarily free.  

 Lack of infrastructure:- 

 RTE Act provided for the availability of a school at a distance of 1 km from the residence of the child at the 
primary level and 3 km at the upper primary level. But this is hardly the reality. 

 Lack of school infrastructure such as drinking water and toilets. 

 Most of the out-of-school children came mostly from low-income, landless and marginal families. 

 Lack of awareness of the importance of school education and of the fact that education is now a legal right. 

 Poverty: 

 When a family is not financially secure, prioritising a child’s education takes a backseat. 

Measures taken: 

 Sarva shiksha abhiyan, mid day means scheme, Dhanalakshmi Scheme etc have ensured girls stay at school but 
more is still needed to be done. 

 Measures to incentivise school going children like providing bicycles and free meals and improving 
infrastructure  have helped make public education attractive. 

How to tackle it:- 

 It would be necessary to provide secure modes of subsidised travel to schools, particularly for girls. 

 Another important provision which ought to have been included in the RTE is financial support to poor parents, 
adequate to enable them to send their children to school. 

 Ensuring social inclusiveness, especially with regard to girls and SC/ST children, sensitising teachers, and 
convincing parents of first generation students of the value of education always makes a big difference. 

 Governments should respond quickly to early indicators of a potential dropout, such as absenteeism, by 
counselling the student and parent 

 GoI  has already initiated a new system of tracking drop-out rates by students’ Aadhar IDs, so that early 
intervention can be made to bring the child back to school. This needs proper implementation. 

 Focus needs change:- 

 Education policy in India is focused on inputs rather than learning outcomes 

 Education policy has a strong elitist bias in favour of higher education as opposed to primary or secondary 
education. 

 Public expenditure increase:- 

 Among Asian countries, the ratio of per student public expenditure in tertiary relative to primary education 
is less than four in Malaysia, two in Indonesia and one in Thailand and Korea. In India, it is over nine. 
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 Teachers quality:- 

 Teachers have very less limited accountability i.e.., to the education department bureaucracy. 

 Teachers are rarely reprimanded for non-performance. So this needs change. 
 

Q) The concept of general education and specialised education proceeding together needs 

to be widely adopted in India. Analyze. (250 words) 

The hindu 

Why this question 

Education is a key to understand ourselves as well as our environment. It is also essential for gainful 
employment in today’s world. However the later role has sidelined the primary role of education. It 
is essential to analyze, why there is a need for a holistic education system upto a certain level. 

Directive word 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to discuss why the concept of general education and specialised education 
proceeding together needs to be widely adopted in India. What are the benefits and what is the 
need. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few lines about increasing GER in higher education in India. 

Body– 

 Discuss why such an integrated education system is essential. E.g Without all-round general 
(including liberal) education, one could not be expected to play roles expected of a citizen 
outside one’s immediate professional sphere; The development of general ability for 
independent thinking and judgement should always be placed foremost, not the acquisition 
of special knowledge. If a person masters the fundamentals of his subject and has learned 
to think and work independently, he will surely find his way; the purpose of higher education 
is to prepare graduates for work and life, as well as active and engaged citizenship — 
achieved only through the acquisition of knowledge, skills and competencies related to the 
profession they chose to specialise in and also written and oral communication skills, ability 
to work as a team, ethical decision making, critical thinking, and ability to apply knowledge 
in real world settings etc. 

 Discuss the state of Indian education system in this regard. E.g HEIs are far from integrated. 
Several engineering, and science education and research institutes have embedded general 
education programmes at the undergraduate level. Such programmes are missing in most 
university-affiliated science colleges. Rather, there are institutions that cater to a single 
stream which precludes the possibility of even an informal interaction between students and 
faculty with different specialisations etc. 

Conclusion– Based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 

Background :- 

 In a recent survey published by the All India Survey on Higher Education  this year the gross enrolment ratio (GER) 
was 25.8% in 2017-18, up from 10% in 2004-05.Though the GER for higher education in India is still less than what 
it is in developed countries, the growth rate is still quite impressive 

Why there is always need to integrate the concept of general education and specialised education :- 

 Radha Krishnan committee report  recommended a well-balanced education with ‘general’, ‘liberal’ and 
‘occupational’ components. 
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 Without all-round general (including liberal) education, one could not be expected to play roles expected of 
a citizen outside one’s immediate professional sphere. Therefore, a lack of communication skills could be a 
handicap. 

 The development of general ability for independent thinking and judgement should always be placed 
foremost, not the acquisition of special knowledge. 

 The purpose of higher education is to prepare graduates for work and life, as well as active and engaged 
citizenship  achieved only through the acquisition of knowledge, skills and competencies related to the profession 
they chose to specialise in and also written and oral communication skills, ability to work as a team, ethical 
decision making, critical thinking, and ability to apply knowledge in real world settings.  

 Disciplinary specialisation has resulted in many developments but also points out that emerging problems are 
multi-disciplinary. 

 The use of energy on a large scale and the continued availability of energy in an environmental-friendly 
manner are challenges which cannot be addressed by narrow specialists. 

 There are technical advances every day, influencing everyday life in diverse ways. This is also leading to 
concerns about privacy, technology-driven social and workforce changes, and the evolving need for 
individuals to retrain themselves to remain in employment. 

 In such a scenario, it is important that professionals study the impact of innovations on society in a holistic 
manner. 

 Without all-round general (including liberal) education, one could not be expected to play roles expected of a 
citizen outside one’s immediate professional sphere 

 The development of general ability for independent thinking and judgement should always be placed 
foremost, not the acquisition of special knowledge. 

 If a person masters the fundamentals of his subject and has learned to think and work independently, he 
will surely find his way 

 There are adequate issues with current education system:- 

 HEIs are far from integrated. As far as the inclusion of elements of general education in the curriculum for 
undergraduates is concerned, the situation is mixed. 

 Several engineering, and science education and research institutes have embedded general education 
programmes at the undergraduate level. Such programmes are missing in most university-affiliated science 
colleges. 

 Rather, there are institutions that cater to a single stream which precludes the possibility of even an informal 
interaction between students and faculty with different specialisations. 

 

Q) In recent years, suicide and other mental ailments have received intense attention, for 

they account for the majority of India’s health burden. Discuss the reasons behind high 

suicide death rate in the country and how India is responding to this health challenge ? 

(250 words) 

Livemint 

Why this question 

The article analyzes in depth the problem of suicide and other mental ailments in India, discusses 
the reason why Indian society is prone to it and assesses how we have responded to the challenge. 
As the focus on mental health increases, the question would enable us to understand the problem 
and the steps taken to tackle it. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to bring out the following in our answer 

 Bring out the fact that suicide and mental ailments form a chunk of India’s disease burden 
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 From data on suicide death rates, gather insights into the high suicide death rates in the 
country 

 Explain the reasons why suicide death rate is so high for India 

 Bring out the steps taken to deal with this challenge and discuss the way forward 

Directive word 

Discuss – Here in your discussion, you need to bring out the reasons why suicide death rate is so high 
in the country and how India has responded to this health issue and way forward 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– Discuss the Lancet report which bring out that suicide and other mental ailments form 
a major chunk of India’s mental health epidemic. 

Body 

 From data, comment on what can be said about the pattern of suicide death rates in the 
country 

 suicide makes up a higher percentage of deaths in the more developed states of the south 
and western and central states have mid-level SDRs. The northwest and less developed north 
have low SDRs, while the east and north east have mixed rates 

 Indian women’s SDRs are almost three times higher than the rates expected globally for 
countries at similar levels of socio- demographic development. By contrast, Indian men’s 
SDR, although higher than peer countries’ average, is less strikingly so. 

 Discuss the reasons why suicide death rates are so high in India – 

 Among the women, the death rates are linked to the socio economic burdens, societal 
factors etc 

 Result of economic dislocation and change in social and community links it brings which can 
be destabilizing etc 

 Discuss the steps taken by government to improve the situation – decriminalizing suicide 
and other steps and the impact of such steps 

Conclusion – Give your view on the status of mental health issue and the way forward. 

Background:- 

 Suicide is the largest killer of India’s 15-29 and 15-39 age cohorts. The situation has worsened over the decades: 
India’s contribution to global suicide deaths increased from 25·3% in 1990 to 36·6% in 2016 among women, and 
from 18·7% to 24·3% among men. 

 Suicide makes up a higher percentage of deaths in the more developed states of the south and western and 
central states have mid-level suicide death rates. The northwest and less developed north have low Suicide death 
rates, while the east and north east have mixed rates. 

Reasons for high number of suicides in India:- 

 Women :- 

 Women are struggling with disproportionate socio-economic burdens. 

 Their high SDRs relative to men are rooted in factors as varied as the difference in socially acceptable 
methods of dealing with stress and conflict for women and men, domestic violence and the different ways 
in which poverty affects the genders. 

 Married women form the biggest victim group of suicide deaths among women in general. This group 
becomes more vulnerable due to arranged and early marriage, young motherhood and economic 
dependence. 
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 The past few decades have witnessed economic, labour and social changes on a scale rarely seen before. Such 
rapid change with the economic dislocation and change in social and community links it brings can be 
destabilizing. 

 The social stigma attached to mental health disorders in India is a major hurdle in addressing them.  

 Stigma and general lack of knowledge and understanding when it comes to mental health disorders prevent 
timely intervention. 

 State capabilities for addressing mental health issues are close to non-existent. 

 The country has about 5,000 psychiatrists and less than 2,000 clinical psychologists. 

 Expenditure on mental health accounts for a tiny fraction of total public health spending. 

 Farmers suicide:- 

 India’s economy vastly depends on agriculture with around 60% of its people directly or indirectly depend 
upon it. Different reasons like droughts, low yield prices, exploitation by middlemen and inability to pay 
loans lead Indian farmers to commit suicide. 

 Youth suicide:- 

 Reason for such high numbers can be attributed to lack of economic, social, and emotional resources. 

 More specifically, academic pressure, workplace stress, social pressures, modernisation of urban centers, 
relationship concerns, and the breakdown of support systems. 

 Some researchers have attributed the rise of youth suicide to urbanisation and the breakdown of the 
traditional large family support system.  

 The clash of values within families is an important factor for young people in their lives. As young Indians 
become more progressive, their traditionalist households become less supportive of their choices pertaining 
to financial independence, marriage age, rehabilitation, taking care of the elderly etc 

 Depression:- 

 WHO says that depression and suicide are closely linked and, at its worst, depression can lead to suicide.18 
per cent of the total number of people suffering from depression globally were in India in 2015. 

Measures taken:- 

 There have been some positive developments over the past few years. 

 The decriminalization of suicide was long overdue and welcome. 

 The same holds true for the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India’s mandating that insurance 
companies are to make provisions to cover mental illnesses in their policies along with physical illnesses.  

 Concerned over the spate of suicides in Indian colleges, the ministry of human resource development has 
circulated a manual to the country’s higher education institutions, asking the authorities to adopt measures to 
prevent students from taking the extreme step. 

 The manual lists measures such as early identification of suicidal tendencies, a buddy programme and a 
double-blind helpline where both the caller and the counsellor are unaware of each other’s identity. 

 Other experts have suggested proactive steps at the adolescent stage itself with the introduction of mental health 
in school curricula. 

 Mental healthcare act 2016:- 

 This Act will ensure these people have the right to live a life with dignity and not be discriminated against or 
harassed by the authorities. . 

 The SC has also said that Section 309 of IPC also violates right to life as given under Article 21 of the Constitution 
of India. 
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Issues remain :- 

 It remains to be seen how well the measures will be implemented 

 A standard health insurance policy covers in-patient hospitalization, while mental illnesses more often require 
out-patient care like counselling and psychotherapy. 

 The National Mental Health Policy 2014 shows how wide the gap between good intentions and effectiveness can 
be, after all. 

 Merely sending out an advisory listing preventive measures cannot be enough. The State should ensure that these 
measures are implemented strictly and not just in government-run colleges. Privately-run institutions and 
coaching centres, many of them with little or no counselling services, should not be allowed to get away lightly. 

Way forward:- 

 Reducing availability of means for suicide: 

 For instance reducing the availability of lethal pesticides, firearm control laws, etc 

 Education of primary care physicians: 

 Includes increasing awareness about the problem and training them in brief interventions 

 Influencing media portrayal of suicidal behavior: 

 Reducing sensationalism and increasing the amount of educational material when news items pertaining to 
suicide are reported 

 Education of the public about mental illness and its treatment: 

 Educational approaches in schools, namely, teaching about the facts of suicide, developing educational 
modules in life skills, and problem-solving and training teachers 

 Befriending agencies and telephone helplines 

 Addressing the economic factors associated with suicidal behavior: This is a policy matter which requires 
political will, resources and can have far-reaching impact 

 The state must supplement post-operative care to further skill the individual and root them to a new 
environment. 

 If an individual has attempted suicide due to socio-economic reasons, then the state should provide financial 
incentives to resolve the problem. 

 Psychological support and care should be given to the individual. The state can seek assistance from NGOs as well 
as religious missionaries for this purpose. 

 Strengthening the existing National Mental Health Programme and the district mental health programme, along 
with focus on training resources and streamlining of funds are some other recommendations for fighting 
depression and suicide. 

 

Q) With two out of five children in the country stunted, India needs to direct focus on this 

problem. Discuss how POSHAN attempts to tackle the problem malnutrition in India ? 

(250 words) 

Indian express 

Why this question 

The article directs focus towards the problem of malnutrition in the country and explains the 
initiatives taken by the current government in dealing with the challenge of malnutrition. The 
initiatives of the government designed to address the problem of malnutrition needs to be prepared 
in detail. 
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Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to answer the following points 

 Examine the problem of malnutrition in India 

 Explain how POSHAN attempts to deal with the problem of malnutrition 

 Discuss the opportunities and threats in POSHAN 

 Give your view on what should be the way forward 

Directive word 

Discuss – Here in your discussion , you need to bring out the details of POSHAN and how it would 
help deal with the problem of malnutrition. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Discuss the problem of malnutrition in the country with facts and figures. Explain that 
the government has indicated that it is willing to address this challenge on a mission mode. 

Body 

 Explain that The Union Government has signed $200 million loan agreement with World 
Bank for National Nutrition Mission (POSHAN Abhiyaan) for 315 districts across India. The 
loan proceeds will be used for reducing stunting in children 0-6 years of age from 38.4% to 
25% by 2022 under POSHAN Abhiyaan 

Discuss the working of POSHAN 

 aims to ensure holistic development and adequate nutrition for pregnant women, mothers 
and children 

 targets to reduce level of under-nutrition and other related problems by ensuring 
convergence of various nutrition related schemes 

 targets stunting, under-nutrition, anaemia (among young children, women and adolescent 
girls) and low birth rate. It will monitor and review implementation of all such schemes and 
utilize existing structural arrangements of line ministries wherever available 

 Mention about the National council on India’s nutritional challenge which is meant to design 
a policy response to these issues 

 Highlight the reasons why problem of malnutrition persists in India – underweight mothers, 
prevalence of Anaemia, socio economic factors etc. 

Discuss how POSHAN can help deal with this challenge 

Conclusion – Emphasize on the need to address the malnutrition problem of India and highlight the 
importance of POSHAN for the same. 

Background :- 

 India has historically fared poorly on child nutrition indicators and has been plagued by periodical waves of 
malnutrition-related deaths in tribal areas.  

 With 17 per cent of the world’s population, India is home to a quarter of the world’s hungry. The dismal health 
of Indian women and children is primarily due to lack of food security.  

 Overall, India accounts for more than three out of every 10 stunted children globally. 

Reasons for stunting :- 

 More underweight babies born to more underweight mothers. 

 Mothers are underweight because there is a high level of anaemia among women (55 per cent). Indeed, 
33.6 per cent of Indian women are chronically undernourished 
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 They are married early, they produce children at an early age, there is not enough spacing between children, 
there is a high dropout rate from school etc . 

 Women mostly eat only left over food. 

 Viewing nutrition as an issue concerning only food is one reason. 

 Lack of quality food, poor care and feeding practices and inadequate water, sanitation and health services in the 
country. 

 India already has two robust national programmes addressing malnutrition :- 

 The Integrated Child Development Service (ICDS) and the National Health Mission  but these do not yet reach 
enough people.  

 Significant cause of malnutrition is also the deliberate failure of malnourished people to choose nutritious food 

 The problem of malnutrition is inter-generational and is dependent on multiple factors which  
include optimal infant and young child feeding practices, immunization, institutional delivery, early childhood 
development, food fortification, deworming, access to safe drinking water and proper sanitation, dietary 
diversification and other related factors.  

Prime Minister’s Overarching Scheme For Holistic Nourishment) Abhiyan (POSHAN Abhiyaan):- 

 POSHAN Abhiyaan (Prime Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nutrition) was launched in in March 2018. 
It aims to ensure holistic development and adequate nutrition for pregnant women, mothers and children. 

 The programme aims to ensure service delivery and interventions by use of technology, behavioural change and 
lays down specific targets to be achieved over the next few years.  

 To ensure a holistic approach, all 36 states/UTs and districts will be covered in a phased manner. More than 10 
crore people will be benefitted by this programme.  

 Ministry of Women and Child Development is the nodal ministry for anchoring overall  

 

How POSHAN abhiyan tackles malnutrition:- 

 Complete approach towards malnutrition:- 

 The programme through use of technology, a targeted approach and convergence strives to reduce the level 
of stunting, under-nutrition, anaemia and low birth weight in children, also focus on adolescent girls, 
pregnant women and lactating mothers, thus holistically addressing malnutrition.  
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 It targets to reduce level of under-nutrition and other related problems by ensuring convergence of various 
nutrition related schemes and provide performance based incentives to states and community nutrition and 
health workers, facilitating a focus on results. 

 It will monitor and review implementation of all such schemes and utilize existing structural arrangements of line 
ministries wherever available. 

 Its large component involves gradual scaling-up of the interventions supported by ongoing World Bank assisted 
Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) Systems Strengthening and Nutrition Improvement Project 
(ISSNIP) to all districts in the country by 2022. 

 Union Government has signed $200 million loan agreement with World Bank for National Nutrition 
Mission (POSHAN Abhiyaan) for 315 districts across all states and union territories. 

 The World Bank loan will be used for improving coverage and quality of ICDS nutrition services to pregnant 
and lactating women and children under 3 years of age. 

 It will be also used for project in improving skills and capacities of ICDS staff and community nutrition 
workers, instituting mechanisms of community mobilization and behaviour change communication, 
strengthening systems of citizen engagement and grievance redress. 

 It will be also used for establishing mobile technology based tools for improved monitoring and management 
of services for better outreach to beneficiaries during critical 1,000 day window for nutrition impact. 

 POSHAN Convergence Matrix looks at deploying a multi-pronged approach to mobilise 
the masses towards creating a nutritionally aware society.  

 Community based events at anganwadi centres to engage the beneficiaries and their families towards 
nutritional awareness; sustained mass media, multimedia, outdoor campaigns; mobilisation of all frontline 
functionaries; SHGs and volunteers towards nutrition are the methods to be adopted. The aim is to generate a 
Jan Andolan towards Nutrition.  

 Thus the POSHAN Abhiyan is to bring all of us together, put accountability and responsibilities on all stakeholders 
to help the country accomplish its desired potential in terms of its demographic dividend.  

Issues with poshan scheme :- 

Possible problems with implementation 

The scheme provides hope that the problems arising due to malnutrition could be curbed in the next three 
years. However, this will only occur with effective implementation of the schemes that are aimed at tackling 
the problem. 

Issues with monitoring:- 

The recent scheme merely establishes a real-time monitoring system for the schemes that are currently in 
place. A large number of these schemes have been in existence for over a decade, and yet have failed to reduce 
malnutrition in India significantly. 

A monitoring system would indeed help in the better implementation of these schemes on the grass-root 
level. However, it will not solve the pre-existing problems in those schemes which make them ineffective. 

Financial issues:- 

Many schemes in India, including those tackling malnutrition, fails because states do not utilise funds allocated 
for the scheme. Although the states under will be provided with funds and technology for the new nutrition 
scheme, the effective use of these funds cannot be guaranteed. 

The scheme however is most likely to suffer from the same implementation defects as the previous schemes. The 
government has however, set very ambitious goals to be achieved, which are unlikely to be met in merely three years. 
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Way forward :- 

 Package of basic measures like including programmes to encourage mothers to exclusively breastfeed their 
children for up to six months, fortifying basic foods with essential minerals and vitamins, and increased cash 
transfers with payments targeted at the poorest families can turn the tide. 

 Universal access to infant and young childcare, including ICDS and crèches, provisions to provide biannual critical 
nutrient supplements and programmes aimed at deworming children need to be implemented effectively. 

 

Q) The National Programme for Prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, 

Cardiovascular Diseases and Stroke (NPCDCS) stresses on the preventive and promotive 

aspects of healthcare. Discuss. (250 words) 

pib 

Reference 

Why this question 

Non-communicable and lifestyle diseases have become increasingly common and there is an urgent 
need to address such diseases along with the communicable diseases. NPCDCS is one of such efforts 
of the GOI aimed and it is important to discuss in detail as to how the scheme stresses on preventive 
as well as promotive aspects of healthcare in India. 

Directive word 

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to write in detail about the NPCDCS scheme and its salient provisions. It wants 
us to write in detail as to how the scheme caters to the preventive as well as promotive aspects of 
healthcare. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few introductory lines about the burden of non communicable diseases in india 
and their increasing prevalence due to lifestyle changes, environmental pollution etc. e.g In 2008, 
out of the 57 million global deaths, 36 million deaths, or 63%, were due to NCDs, principally 
cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, cancers and chronic respiratory diseases. Nearly 80% of NCD 
deaths occur in low-and middle-income countries. It is projected that globally NCDs will account for 
nearly 44 million deaths in 2020. 

Body– 

 Discuss in detail about the provisions of the  National Programme for Prevention and Control 
of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases and Stroke (NPCDCS). E.g briefly discuss the 
objectives of the scheme- Health promotion through behavior change with involvement of 
community, civil society, community based organizations, media etc. Opportunistic 
screening at all levels in the health care delivery system from sub-centre and above for early 
detection of diabetes, hypertension and common cancers. To build capacity at various levels 
of health care for prevention, early diagnosis, treatment, IEC/BCC, operational research and 
rehabilitation. To support for diagnosis and cost effective treatment at primary, secondary 
and tertiary levels of health care. To support for development of database of NCDs through 
Surveillance System and to monitor NCD morbidity and mortality and risk factors. 

 Discuss the strategy envisaged by the scheme. E.g Health promotion, awareness generation 
and promotion of healthy lifestyle Screening and early detection Timely, affordable and 
accurate diagnosis Access to affordable treatment, Rehabilitation the focus of the 
programme is on health promotion, prevention, detection, treatment and rehabilitative 
services at decentralized level up to district hospital under the overall umbrella of National 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/09/24/4-the-national-programme-for-prevention-and-control-of-cancer-diabetes-cardiovascular-diseases-and-stroke-npcdcs-stresses-on-the-preventive-and-promotive-aspects-of-healthcare-discuss-250-words/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/09/24/4-the-national-programme-for-prevention-and-control-of-cancer-diabetes-cardiovascular-diseases-and-stroke-npcdcs-stresses-on-the-preventive-and-promotive-aspects-of-healthcare-discuss-250-words/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/09/24/4-the-national-programme-for-prevention-and-control-of-cancer-diabetes-cardiovascular-diseases-and-stroke-npcdcs-stresses-on-the-preventive-and-promotive-aspects-of-healthcare-discuss-250-words/
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1546852
https://www.karnataka.gov.in/hfw/nhm/Documents/NPCDCS%20Final%20Operational%20Guidelines.pdf


 

www.insightsonindia.com  101 www.insightsias.com  

SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 

Health Mission for primary and secondary level health care services. The programme 
division at the national level will develop broad guidelines and strategy for implementation 
of different components of the programme. The States may adopt and modify these 
guidelines as per their need and circumstances for implementation of the programme. 
Involvement of community, civil society and private sector partnership would be vital, and 
suitable guidelines would be made for the same etc. 

Conclusion– sum up your discussion in a few lines and form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the 
above issue. 

NPCDCS:- 

 India is experiencing a rapid health transition with a rising burden of Non-Communicable Diseases (NCD) 
surpassing the burden of Communicable diseases like water-borne or vector-borne diseases, TB, HIV, etc. 

 Therefore, the National Programme for Prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases and 
Stroke (NPCDCS) was launched in 2010 in 100 districts across 21 States, in order to prevent and control the major 
NCDs. 

 The main focus of the programme is on health promotion, early diagnosis, management and referral of cases, 
besides strengthening the infrastructure and capacity building. 

Objectives of NPCDCS :- 

 Health promotion through behavior change with involvement of community, civil society, community based 
organizations, media etc.  

 Opportunistic screening at all levels in the health care delivery system from sub- centre and above for early 
detection of diabetes, hypertension and common cancers. Outreach camps are also envisaged.  

 To prevent and control chronic Non-Communicable diseases, especially Cancer, Diabetes, CVDs and Stroke.  

 To build capacity at various levels of health care for prevention, early diagnosis, treatment, IEC/BCC, operational 
research and rehabilitation.  

 To support for diagnosis and cost effective treatment at primary, secondary and tertiary levels of health care.  

 To support for development of database of NCDs through Surveillance System and to monitor NCD morbidity and 
mortality and risk factors. 

Strategies applied for preventive and promotive aspects of healthcare :- 

 Health promotion, awareness generation and promotion of healthy lifestyle:- 

 Given that the major determinants to hypertension, obesity, high blood glucose and high blood lipid levels 
are unhealthy diet, physical inactivity, stress and consumption of tobacco and alcohol, awareness will be 
generated in the community to promote healthy life style habits. 

 For such awareness generation and community education, various strategies will be devised /formulated 
for behavior change and communication by inter personal communication (IPC),  involvement of various 
categories of mass media, civil society, community based  organization, panchayats/local bodies, other 
government departments and private  sector. 

 The focus of health promotion activities will be on:  

 Increased intake of healthy foods  

 Salt reduction  

 Increased physical activity/regular exercise  

 Avoidance of tobacco and alcohol  

 Reduction of obesity  

 Stress management  

 Awareness about warning signs of cancer etc.  
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 Regular health check-up  

 Screening and early detection :- 

 Screening and early detection of non-communicable diseases especially diabetes, high blood pressure 
and common cancers would be an important component. 

 The suspected cases will be referred to higher health facilities for further diagnosis and treatment. 

 Common cancers (breast, cervical and oral ), diabetes and high blood pressure screening of target 
population (age 30 years and above,) will be conducted either through opportunistic and/or camp 
approach at different levels of health facilities and also in urban slums of large cities.  

 The screening of the urban slum population would be carried out by the local 
government/municipalities in cities with population of more than 1 million.  

 The ANMs will be trained for conducting screening so that the same can be also conducted at sub centre 
level. Each district will be linked to nearby tertiary cancer care (TCC) facilities to provide referral and 
outreach services. The suspected cases will be referred to District Hospital and tertiary cancer care 
(TCC) facilities.  

 Timely, affordable and accurate diagnosis. 

 Access to affordable treatment. 

 Establishment/Strengthening of Health infrastructure  

 Community health centers and district hospitals would be supported for prevention, early detection 
and management of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases and Stroke. 

 Support would be provided for establishing NCD clinics and strengthening laboratory at Community 
health centers and district hospitals.  

 Financial support for the essential contractual staff such as doctors and nurses at these units would 
also be provided under the programme.  

 Human Resource development 

 Under NPCDCS, health professionals and health care providers at various levels of health care would 
be trained for health promotion, NCD prevention, early detection and management of Cancer, 
Diabetes, CVDs and Stroke. 

 Miscellaneous services:  

 Financial support would be provided to district and CHC/FRU/PHC for procurement of screening 
devices , essential drugs, consumables, transport of referral cases as per the details annexed for 
treatment of Cancer, Diabetes, CVDs and Stroke. 

 

Q) Universal health coverage is getting prioritised as a part of political reform with the 

launch of two pillars of the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY). Explain these 

pillars and analyze how the insurance model under NHPM be implemented to cover 

maximum people at lowest cost ? (250 words) 

The hindu 

Why this question 

The focus of the government is on improving the health outcomes for which PMJAY rests on two 
pillars. The article discusses the issues with the insurance model adopted under NHPM and suggests 
how the insurance model can lead to enhanced coverage for maximum people at lower price. Issues 
related to healthcare, and particularly the closer examination and analysis of aforementioned 
scheme is quite important for mains. 
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Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to answer the following points 

 Explain the two key pillars of PMJAY – what it seeks to achieve and how 

 Discuss NHPM in greater detail and being out the issues with the insurance model as 
envisaged 

 Discuss how the coverage and effectiveness of insurance model under NHPM be enhanced 

Directive word 

Analyze – When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain the two pillars of PMJAY and emphasize that the focus has shifted on 
universalizing healthcare with the launch of these schemes 

Body 

 Explain the details of AB and NHPM – their aim, how these schemes plan to achieve these 
goals, the principles of the working of these schemes. 

 Discuss National Health Protection Scheme in greater detail. Bring out the issues with the 
current health insurance model. Discuss why achieving the targets under NHPM would be 
challenging considering the inefficiencies at various levels in the system and the limitations 
with the capacity of the company and the government. 

 Discuss how the outcomes under the NHPM be enhanced to ensure more robust insurance 
coverage 

Conclusion – Give your view on these programs launched and discuss the way forward for enhancing 
effectiveness. 

Background:- 

 India is concerned with many health issues be it malnutrition, infant mortality, rising non communicable diseases, 
growing number of deaths due to cancer etc. Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) is the step in the right 
direction which can give impetus to healthcare in India. 

Two pillars of the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY): 

 Ayushman Bharat (AB) where 1.5 lakh health sub-centres are being converted into health and wellness centres 

 National Health Protection Mission (NHPM) aims to provide health cover of Rs. 5 lakh per family, per annum, 
reaching out to 500 million people. 

 The scheme has two objectives: 

 Creating a network of health and wellness infrastructure across the nation (for primary health care 
services). 

 Provide insurance cover to minimum 40% of India’s total population (for secondary and tertiary health care 
services). 

 Beneficiaries of health insurance under the scheme will include 50 crore economically weak citizens of India as 
defined in the social, economic and ethnic census 2011 database. It will cover both rural (8.03 crore) and urban 
(2.33 crore) families. 

 Ayushman Bharat will subsume the existing Rashtriya Sawasthya Bima Yojna, launched in 2008 and the Senior 
Citizens Health Insurance Scheme. 

Benefits of the scheme would be :- 

 This mission enables increased access to in-patient health care for the poor and lower middle class. The access 
to health care is cashless and nationally portable. 
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 It spurs increased investment in health and generate lakhs of jobs, especially for women, and will be a driver of 
development and growth. It is a turning point for the health sector. 

 The scheme will replace Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana under which, the government provided Rs.30,000 
annually for healthcare. Under NHPS, Rs.30,000 is increased to Rs. 5 lakhs. 

 Will bring healthcare system closer to the homes of people. 

 The new program would be a vast expansion of health coverage, allowing people to visit the country’s many 
private hospitals for needs as varied as cancer treatment and knee replacements.  

The following problems with Indian healthcare system need to be resolved to make Ayushmann Bharat a success:- 

 Massive shortages in the supply of services(human resources, hospitals and diagnostic centres in the 
private/public sector) which are made worse by grossly inequitable availability between and within States. 

 For example, even a well-placed State such as Tamil Nadu has an over 30% shortage of medical and non-
medical professionals in government facilities. 

 Health budget:- 

 The health budget has neither increased nor is there any policy to strengthen the public/private sector in 
deficit areas. 

 While the NHPS provides portability, one must not forget that it will take time for hospitals to be established 
in deficit areas. This in turn could cause patients to gravitate toward the southern States that have a 
comparatively better health infrastructure than the rest of India. 

 Infrastructure constraints:- 

 There are doubts on the capacity of this infrastructure to take on the additional load of such insured patients 
from other States, growing medical tourism (foreign tourists/patients) as a policy being promoted by the 
government, and also domestic patients, both insured and uninsured. 

 In the absence of market intelligence, arbitrary pricing and unethical methods cannot be ruled out:- 

 Aarogyasri scheme has only package rates, a procedure that all States have since followed as a model. 
Package rates are not a substitute for arriving at actuarial rating. 

 More importantly, there is no way the government or the payer has an idea of the shifts in the price of 
components within the package. This knowledge is essential to regulate/negotiate prices to contain costs. 
This also explains why there is no dent in the exorbitant health expenditures being faced in India despite 
government-sponsored schemes. 

 Absence of primary care:- 

 In the northern States there are hardly any sub-centres and primary health centres are practically non-
existent. 

 The wellness clinic component is a step towards bridging that lacuna but funding constraints are here too. 

 Out of pocket expenditure high:- 

 Even the poor are forced to opt for private healthcare,  and, hence, pay from their own pockets. Resultantly, 
an estimated 63 million people fall into poverty due to health expenditure, annually.  

 Inequities in the health sector exist due to many factors like geography,  socio-economic status and income 
groups among others. Compared with countries like Sri Lanka, Thailand and China, which started at almost similar 
levels, India lags behind peers on healthcare outcomes. 

 The Government has launched many policies and health programmes but success has been partial at best. 

 The National Health Policy (NHP) 2002 proposed to increase Government spending on health by two to three 
per cent of the gross domestic product (GDP) by 2010 which has not happened yet. Now, the NHP 2017, has 
proposed to take it to 2.5 per cent of the GDP by 2025. 
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 Healthcare does not have holistic approach:- 

 There are a lot of determinants for better health like improved drinking water supply and sanitation; better 
nutritional outcomes, health and education for women and girls; improved air quality and safer roads which 
are outside the purview of the health Ministry. 

 These issues are increasingly being recognised with emerging challenges such as Anti-microbial resistance, 
air pollution, and non-communicable diseases (NCDs). 

 While private sector healthcare providers play an important role in the overall delivery of health services, any 
engagement of Government hospitals with private sector is seen with suspicion. 

 A number of health institutions, established since independence, seem to have outlived their utility for 
instance  institutions solely focus on family welfare. 

 Finally, universal health coverage (UHC) is a widely accepted and agreed health goal at the global level and has 
been included in the broader Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) agenda as well. In India, the momentum 
seems to have been lost. The inclusion and articulation of core principles of UHC as central aim of NHP 2017, is a 
sign of hope.  

 Rural medical practitioners (RMPs), who provide 80% of outpatient care, have no formal qualifications for it.  

 Given low salaries, colleges face serious difficulties in filling the positions. The result has been extremely slow 
expansion of capacity in many states. 

 Pricing of medical equipment :- 

 Private hospitals are charging exorbitant prices for these and poor suffer the most and there is no price 
capping yet. 

Way forward:- 

 There is a need for multi-sectoral planning and ‘health in all policies’ approach, where initiative of different 
departments and Ministries is developed and planned coordination, accountability  assigned and progress 
monitored jointly. It has to be coordinated at the level of Prime Minister or the Chief Minister’s office, as the case 
may be. 

 PPP in India needs a nuanced approach and systematic mechanisms, including legislation and regulatory 
aspects. The process requires wider stakeholder engagement and deliberations and oversight from top 
leadership. 

 There is a need to reform and re-design institutions to broader health system goals to contribute achieve 
sustainable development goals. 

 Policy proposals, such as setting up of Indian Medical Service, establishing public health cadre as well as mid-
level healthcare providers and exploring lateral entry of technical experts in academic and health policy 
institutions, including in the health Ministry (up to the levels Joint Secretary and Additional Secretary levels) 
should be deliberated and given due priority. 

 A competitive price must be charged for services provided at public facilities as well. The government should 
invest in public facilities only in hard to reach regions where private providers may not emerge. 

 The government must introduce up to one-year long training courses for practitioners engaged in treating 
routine illnesses. This would be in line with the National Health Policy 2002, which envisages a role for paramedics 
along the lines of nurse practitioners in the United States. 

 There is urgent need for accelerating the growth of MBBS graduates to replace unqualified “doctors” who 
operate in both urban and rural areas.  

 The government needs to provide adequate funding to improve the quality of services as well. 

 In a federal polity with multiple political parties sharing governance, an all-India alignment around the NHPS 
requires a high level of cooperative federalism, both to make the scheme viable and to ensure portability of 
coverage as people cross State borders. 
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 State governments, which will administer it through their own agency, will have to purchase care from a variety 
of players, including in the private sector, at predetermined rates. Reaching a consensus on treatment costs 
through a transparent consultative process is vital for a smooth and steady rollout. 

 A large-scale Information Technology network for cashless treatment should be set up and validated. State 
governments need to  upgrade the health administrative systems. The NHPM has a problem with the distribution 
of hospitals, the capacity of human resources, and the finances available for cost-sharing. 

Conclusion:- 

 The healthcare services available in India need to develop and their affordability for its citizens has to be 
improved. As the public spending on these services are quite low compared to the world average, schemes like 
Ayushman Bharat are a welcome step. The Government and private hospitals need to cooperate so that a 
scenario of universal health coverage in India may get closer and poor people are able to get better and 
affordable health care services. 

 

Q) What do you understand by hemoglobinopathies. Discuss. Also, discuss the objectives 

and the recommendations of the draft policy for Prevention and Control of 

Hemoglobinopathies.  (250 words) 

The hindu 

Reference 

Why this question 

The centre has recently released the draft policy for Prevention and Control of Hemoglobinopathies. 
It is therefore necessary to know what are hemoglobinopathies and what are the objectives and the 
strategy of the draft policy. 

Directive word 

Discuss- This is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. We also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to write in detail about the meaning and significance of hemoglobinopathies. 
It also wants us to write in detail about the objectives of the recently mooted draft policy for 
Prevention and Control of Hemoglobinopathies as well as the strategy recommended by it. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– Define hemoglobinopathies- e.g A genetic defect that results in abnormal structure 
of one of the globin chains of the hemoglobin molecule. Thalassemia major, sickle cell disease and 
Hb E are the three most important clinical syndromes among hemoglobinopathies in India. They 
impose a heavy burden on the affected families and the health sector. 

Body– 

 Write a few more lines about hemoglobinopathies. E.g The severity of these disorders 
manifests in children of ‘healthy’ carrier couples which makes their prevention and support 
for management an issue of public health importance. They require lifelong blood 
transfusions and iron chelation treatment, with monitoring and management of disease 
complications. Presently, the only cure available for thalassemia major is bone marrow 
transplantation(BMT), which is possible in only a few patients, mainly because of non-
availability of a suitable HLA matched donor. 

 Discuss the objectives of the draft policy. E.g Provide affordable and quality care for all 
patients with Thalassemia major and Sickle Cell Disease;  Reduce the prevalence of 
hemoglobinopathies. 
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 DIscuss the strategy envisaged (recommendations). E.g compulsory genetic screening of all 
pregnant women along with putting in place advanced facilities for comprehensive care of 
such patients;  provision of medicines, including iron chelating agents, leukocyte filters and 
infusion pumps free of cost to the poor patients; waiver of GST and custom duties to reduce 
cost of treatment for the affected families; creating awareness of these disorders in the 
community for better acceptance of carrier screening etc. 

Conclusion– sum up your discussion in a few lines and form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the 
above issue. 

Background:- 

 Thalassemia and sickle cell diseases are two common genetic disorders that are chronic, life-restricting and 
require long and specialized treatment. They cause severe distress and financial loss to the family and are a great 
drain on the health resources of the country. 

 With the fall in infant mortality rate due to control of communicable and nutritional disorders in the last decade 
in India, these disorders have become important causes of morbidity and mortality, 

Hemoglobinopathies:- 

 Hemoglobinopathies are inherited disorders of red blood cells and constitute an important cause of morbidity 
and mortality. They impose a heavy burden on the affected families and the health sector. 

 Hemoglobinopathies are genetic disorders with Mendelian pattern of inheritance. Genes are, therefore, the 
primary determinants of the disease with environmental, nutritional and infectious factors playing only a limited 
modifying role at best. 

 Severity of these disorders manifests in children of ‘healthy’ carrier couples which makes their prevention and 
support for management an issue of public health importance. They require lifelong blood transfusions and iron 
chelation treatment, with monitoring and management of disease complications. 

 Presently, the only cure available for thalassemia major is bone marrow transplantation (BMT), which is possible 
in only a few patients, mainly because of non-availability of a suitable HLA matched donor. 

 Thalassemia major, sickle cell disease and Hb E are the three most important clinical syndromes among 
hemoglobinopathies in India. 

 India has the largest number of children with Thalassemia major in the world – about 150,000. 

 There are almost 42 million carriers of b- thalassemia trait. 

Draft policy for Prevention and Control of Hemoglobinopathies:- 

 The Centre has prepared a draft policy proposing compulsory genetic screening of all pregnant women to prevent 
inherited disorders such as thalassemia and sickle cell anaemia, along with putting in place advanced facilities for 
comprehensive care of such patients. 

 Objectives:- 

 Provide affordable and quality care for all patients with Thalassemia major and Sickle Cell  
Disease including through: 

 Strengthening treatment centres in in central government institutions and States in all districts to provide 
access to affordable and quality services for the management of patients with Thalassemia major by regular 
and safe blood transfusions and iron chelation therapy 

 Setting up National/Regional Centres of Excellence as a referral and training centres for  

 Strengthening facilities for separation of blood components and blood storage. 

 Initiation of newborn screening for Sickle Cell Disease where required, and institute prophylactic antibiotic 
therapy to improve survival rates and reduce morbidity. 

 Establishing facilities for bone marrow transplants in tertiary care institutions. 
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 Institution of central Hematopoietic Stem Cell donor registry, to facilitate bonemarrow transplants in those 
patients lacking sibling donors, in appropriately identified patients. 

 Reduce the prevalence of hemoglobinopathies through the following activities – 

 Extensive awareness and education programmes in the community, schools and colleges. 

 Inclusion of basic knowledge about genetics, inheritance and prevention of thalassemia major and sickle cell 
diseases in the school curriculum.  

 Strengthening laboratories at the District level for facilitating and supporting screening and diagnosis of 
carriers, including extended family members of patients with thalassemia and sickle cell.  

 Screening for carrier status of β-thalassemia, HbS and HbE in adolescent students in schools and colleges, to 
empower them to make informed decisions regarding marital and reproductive choices in future. 

 Screening of pregnant women, preferably in the first trimester, for carrier status, and for those who test 
positive, screen their husbands and enable the at-risk couples to avail services for prenatal diagnosis to 
prevent the birth of an affected child. 

 Strengthening facilities for prenatal diagnosis in Medical Colleges and selected tertiary care hospitals in the 
State. 

 Screening of new born children for early detection of sickle cell disease and provide appropriate intervention 
followed up by counselling of families. 

 Cascade screening of blood relatives of those affected with thalassemia major or sickle cell disease, as well 
as screen subjects in high risk communities. 

 Recommendations:- 

 The policy advocates for provision of medicines, including iron chelating agents, leukocyte filters and 
infusion pumps free of cost to the poor patients. 

 Manufacturing:- 

 In line with ‘Make in India’ initiative, the draft policy also advocates for promotion of manufacture of 
the equipment and chemicals in the country and waiver of GST and custom duties to reduce cost of 
treatment for the affected families. 

 The policy recognises that for prevention, the focus should be on creating awareness of these disorders in 
the community for better acceptance of carrier screening. 

 For women identified to be carriers, their husbands will be screened and in couples where both the 
partners are carriers, prenatal diagnosis will be offered to ensure that they have a baby unaffected with 
a clinically significant hemoglobinopathy. 

 Carrier screening could also be undertaken for high school and college students. 

 As per the draft policy, all subjects screened would be given a card indicating their status, whether normal, 
carrier or diseased through systems of colour-coding. 

 For sickle cell disease, policy recommended newborn screening to be initiated in areas of high prevalence. 

 The following measures are recommended for implementation.  

 Constitution of appropriate mechanism at National and state level for policy guidance and oversight 

 Create a web-based application for providing information about the disease and its  complications, the 
places where specific facilities are available for the patients, and information regarding parent 
organizations., 

 The Government should make adequate resources for prevention and management of 
Hemoglobinopathies. 

 Set up thalassemia/hemophilia units at the COE, medical colleges/tertiary care hospitals and district 
hospitals, with providing adequate staff and equipment. Hemophilia and thalassemia are linked 
together for logisticpurposes.  
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 Initiate a patient registry for thalassemia and sickle cell disease, putting systems in place for reporting 
and data collection.  

 Improve research and development for new treatments such as gene therapy / editing, new diagnostic 
modalities, and innovative care and support, 

 Take measures, legislative or otherwise, for allowing duty free import of essential drugs  and equipment 
for the care of hemoglobinopathies, exempt GST and other taxes on the medicines and equipment 
along with the consumables 

 

Q) Despite the launch of  PM Ujjwala Yojana, many poor families have not shifted 

completely to LPG  cooking fuel. Examine.  (250 words) 

Economictimes 

Reference 

Why this question 

Indoor pollution is a serious public health problem affecting more severely the health of the 
womenfolk and the children. Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) was launched in this direction 
but despite financial assistance, many poor families have not switched to the LPG completely. It is 
important to examine the reasons behind the same. 

Directive word 

Examine- Here we have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, and find out the causes or 
implications if any. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to delve deeper into the issue and find out as to what are the reasons/ causes 
behind several poor families not completely shifting to LPG, as a cooking fuel choice. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– Write a few lines about  the PM Ujjwala Yojana and the problem of indoor pollution 
in India. E.g India is home to more than 24 Crore households out of which about 10 Crore households 
are still deprived of LPG as cooking fuel and have to rely on firewood, coal, dung – cakes etc. as 
primary source of cooking. The smoke from burning such fuels causes alarming household pollution 
and adversely affects the health of Women & children causing several respiratory diseases/ 
disorders. Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) aims to safeguard the health of women & children 
by providing them with a clean cooking fuel – LPG. 

Body 

Discuss in points the reasons behind incomplete adoption of LPG as a cooking fuel. 

High cost of LPG which has to be paid upfront and  the poor can’t bear as they don’t have the 
required amount of saved money; availability of alternate fuels which are much cheaper or free- cow 
dung, firewood etc; large family size which requires utilization of both LPG stoves as well as 
traditional chulhas; supply side issues with LPG etc. 

Conclusion- sum up your discussion in a few lines and form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the 
above issue. 

Background:- 

 India is home to more than 24 Crore households out of which about 10 Crore households are still deprived of LPG 
as cooking fuel and have to rely on firewood, coal, dung – cakes etc. as primary source of cooking. 

 The Prime Minister’s Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) aims at making poor women free from the smoke of burning wood. 

 Families below the poverty line (BPL) can get free LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) connection. 
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 Initially, the target was to provide free LPG connections to about 5 crore poor women. But in view of the pace of 
implementation of the Ujjwala scheme and its popularity among women, the government proposed to increase 
the target of providing free connections to 8 crore poor women. 

 Under Ujjwala, the government aims to give 50 million LPG connections to BPL families by 2019. For this, it has 
allocated Rs 8,000 crore. 

 

Success:- 

 Women realise the benefits of LPG cooking as cooking with it is quite easy compared to the traditional chulha. 

 The number of indoor air pollution deaths would be reduced 

 Within a year, the government had distributed more than 22 million LPG connections, exceeding the target of 15 
million. Uttar Pradesh has benefitted the most. 

 It brought down the upfront cost. Earlier, an LPG connection would cost Rs 4,500 to Rs 5,000. Now it cost barely 
Rs 3,200. 

 Of this, the government gives half the money as a one-time grant. This grant of Rs 1,600 covers the cost of 
a 14.2 kg cylinder, pressure regulator, hose and miscellaneous charges. They have to bear the cost of a two-
burner stove, which comes to another Rs 1,600. 

 If they cannot bear the cost of stove, they can get a loan from oil marketing companies. Thus, one can get the 
LPG connection for free under Ujjwala. 

 The extraction of firewood from forests earlier has intensified India’s environmental problems but with use of 
LPG this has reduced. 

 The new target is feasible when it comes to number of connections to be established. 

However some concerns remain:- 

 High Refill cost:- 

 Economic Survey 2018 had highlighted that only 79 per cent of beneficiaries came to refill the cylinder. 

 While the number of LPG connections across India has increased by an impressive 16.26% since the scheme 
was launched, the use of gas cylinders increased by only 9.83%. according to data from the government’s 
Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell 

 If the family has availed a loan at the time of taking the connection, it will have to shell out more money for 
the first few refillings . 

 High installation cost: 

 CRISIL data – Of those surveyed, 86% said they had not shifted from biomass to LPG because the price of 
installing a connection was too high. 
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 The long waiting time to get a refill for an empty LPG cylinder. 

 Gram-panchayat level surveys found that in a fourth of the panchayats, users had to wait for more than 15 
days on average to get a cylinder refilled. 

 As per Census 2011, nearly 121 million house-holds are still in the chulha trap. This takes a huge toll on the 
health of women and children. Indoor air pollution is now the second biggest killer in India after high blood 
pressure.  

 LPG usage in villages depends on what other fuels are available. Since many families get cow dung, crop residue, 
twigs and fuel wood free, they ration their use of LPG. 

 The distribution of LPG in remote villages: 

 LPG cylinders are distributed by three oil marketing companies in India, namely Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum 
and Hindustan Petroleum. These companies appoint dealers and distributors all over the country. 

 In the past three years more than 5,000 LPG distributors have been added in the country, according to the 
petroleum ministry. Close to half of these distributors have been recruited in the past 16 months alone. 
However, this is not yet sufficient. 

 Gas agencies do not provide door-to-door facility. Many women carry the empty cylinder over a distance 
of three to 15 km.  

 Since the distributors are not willing to go to remote areas this leaves scope for middlemen who either 
overcharge or divert the gas 

 It is failing in its objective of persuading households to stop using firewood and traditional biomass fuels that 
have the potential to cause respiratory diseases. 

 Relying too much on LPG also makes India dependent on petroleum imports 

Way forward:- 

 Grading the subsidy according to the economic strata. 

 Making people more aware of the benefits of LPG especially the health benefits. 

 Village level ASHA workers can be roped in to create awareness about the ill effects of traditional chulhas. 
This will create a bottom up demand for cleaner fuels. 

 Diversifying fuel options and making cylinders in different portable sizes available is needed. 

 Since biomass is abundantly available in Indian villages, the government should continue its efforts on clean 
cook stoves and community-based biogas plants, so that the poor have alternative cleaner fuels. 

 The cost of refilled cylinders would have to be further subsidised by the government. In addition, the 
infrastructure for delivering cylinders – bottling plants, dealers and distributors had to be enhanced substantially. 

 To arrive at an accurate assessment of the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, experts say, merely counting the 
number of new gas connections cannot be the only yardstick. 

 

TOPIC: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- application, 

models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & accountability and 

institutional and other measures. 

Q) Discuss the recent IT initiatives taken by Indian railways to improve train operations 

and provide better passenger experience. (250 words) 

pib 

Why this question 

Indian railways has been at the forefront in adopting technology and has recently undertaken 
several IT initiatives to improve train operations and provide better passenger experience. It is 
important to know about and discuss those initiatives. 
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Directive word 

Discuss- This is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. We also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to write in detail about the IT initiatives taken by Indian railways recently, to 
improve train operations and provide better passenger experience. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction- write a few lines about the growing adoption of IT technology in its operations and 
service delivery by the Indian railways e.g  e-ticketing. 

Body- 

 Discuss in points/ paragraphs the recently undertaken initiatives by the Indian railways. E.g 

 Real Time Train Information System (RTIS) is being implemented, whereby GPS tracking 
devices would communicate using satellite communications; In an effort to computerise the 
transactions of the station master, a Computerised Train Signal Register is going live at 650 
stations and this enables arrival/departure information to be transmitted to the Control 
Office Application (COA) and the National train Enquiry System (NTES) directly from the 
station master’s desk; Handheld Terminals (HHTs) are being provided to the Train Ticket 
Examiners (TTEs) to be able to check the reserved coaches, allot the vacant berths and 
transmit information on available berths to the subsequent stations; Modernisation of 
Ticketing Website (IRCTC) etc. 

Conclusion–  sum up your discussion in a few lines and form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the 
above issue. 

Background:- 

 India has one of the world’s largest railway networks. Such a dynamic and thriving organisation is trying to 
innovate and reinvent its practices through technology. 

 From bio-toilets to faster online ticket booking, the ministry of railways has tried to leverage technology to make 
things easier and better for its passengers. 

IT initiatives:- 

 Removing unmanned railway crossings 

 WiFi:- 

 Wi-Fi is already available in all A1 and A category stations and now the service will be extended to B category 
stations as well. 

 Tracking goods:- 

 Introduced radio frequency identification (RFID) technology that would allow real-time tracking of freight 
and freight wagons. 

 Train drivers will undergo advanced training on digital crew simulation systems with 3D technology to improve 
their alertness and enhance safety in train operations.  

 Provision for advanced simulators has been made under Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Kosh for providing 
simulator-based training of crew across Indian Railways in the budget for 2018-19. 

 Tracking of trains using newer technologies: 

 Railways have experimented with tracking of trains using GPS devices with these GPS devices located in the 
locomotive.  For a sustainable solution, a Real Time Train Information System (RTIS) is being implemented, 
whereby GPS tracking devices would communicate using satellite communications.  
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 Data logger systems already available in track circuited stations are being used at major interchange points 
to capture arrival/departure information on trains.  

 In an effort to computerise the transactions of the station master, a Computerised Train Signal Register is going 
live at 650 stations and this enables arrival/departure information to be transmitted to the Control Office 
Application (COA) and the National train Enquiry System (NTES) directly from the station master’s desk. 

 Handheld Terminals (HHTs) are being provided to the Train Ticket Examiners (TTEs) to be able to check the 
reserved coaches, allot the vacant berths and transmit information on available berths to the subsequent 
stations. 

 Modernisation of IRCTC website:- 

 Apart from the capacity, the entire user experience has been improved substantially with the launch a new 
interface with easier navigation and standard views that enable the passengers to transact smoothly.  

 Paperless Unreserved Ticketing through Mobile Phones eliminated the need for passengers to stand in queue 
for getting tickets for journey in unreserved compartments of trains.   

 Indian Railway e-Procurement System (IREPS): 

 Complete tendering activity of Indian Railways for procurement of goods, services & works and e-auction of 
scrap sale is on IREPS.   IREPS system is largest such G to B portal in India.  It has helped in achieving 
objectives of transparency, efficiency and improving of ease of doing business.  

 Indian Railways to install one lakh digital display screens at stations 

 The railways will install about one lakh digital display screens across more than 2,000 stations to disseminate 
passenger-related information. 

 RailTel, a PSU of railways, has been given the task of developing the Railway Display Network (RDN) under 
which around 1,00,000 digital display screens will be put up at over 2,000 railway stations. 

 

Q) Discuss the draft Personal Data Protection Bill, 2018. Also examine how the provisions 

of the draft bill will affect press freedom. (250 words) 

Reference 

Indian express 

Why this question 

With the growth of the digital economy and increasing concerns for privacy, data protection 
measures are much needed. The draft Personal Data Protection Bill, 2018  has been recently 
submitted in this regard. However, the draft bill raises several other questions affecting press 
freedom. It is essential to discuss the bill and its effect on press freedom. 

Directive word 

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Examine- here we have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, and find out the causes or 
implications if any.   

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to write in detail about the salient provisions of the draft bill. It also wants us 
to look deeper and examine how the bill will affect press freedom in the country. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction- write a few introductory lines about growing digitization of human life and the 
pressing concerns of data privacy. Also mention that the draft  Personal Data Protection Bill, 2018 
has been recently submitted by the Justice BN Srikrishna committee etc. 
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Body- 

 Discuss the salient provisions of the bill. E.g The report straddles three aspects – citizens, the 
state and the industry; it notes that “the right to privacy is a fundamental right and it is 
necessary to protect personal data as an essential facet of informational privacy;  it calls for 
protecting the autonomy of individuals in relation with their personal data, to specify where 
the flow and usage of personal data is appropriate, to create a relationship of trust between 
persons and entities processing their personal data etc. 

 Discuss how the bill is supposed to affect the press freedom. E.g According to section 27 of 
the Bill, a data principal has a right to prevent data processor or data fiduciary from using 
such data that has served its purpose for which it was made or which is no longer necessary, 
or for which consent given earlier has been withdrawn, or if it is contrary to any law; Section 
27(2) states that the adjudicating officer can decide on the question of disclosure when he 
thinks that such disclosure will override the freedom of speech and the right to information 
of a citizen. In determining this, the adjudicating officer has to consider five factors listed in 
sub-section (3);  the freedom to criticise public personalities for their public policies based 
on their past statements and activities will be in jeopardy, and a journalist has to wait for 
the decision of the adjudicating officer to get permission for writing about it. A citizen 
seeking access to such information will be confused about whether to approach the Central 
Information Commission or the Data Protection Authority (DPA). Adjudicating officers are 
subordinate to members of the DPA etc. 

Conclusion- sum up your discussion in a few lines and form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the 
above issue. 

Background:- 

 India is one of the few major democracies in the world without a national privacy and data protection framework. 
The absence of this was noted in the Supreme Court’s famous Puttaswamy ruling which clarified that there is a 
fundamental right to privacy, and also, that the state has an obligation to protect this right by enacting 
appropriate legislation. 

 Justice BN Srikrishna Committee’s draft Personal Data Protection Bill 2018 is introducing a new right  the right to 
be forgotten which is to remove very old, irrelevant and unnecessary information links from social media 
networks. 

 This concept is prevalent and has been hence reinforced in data protection laws and regulations in the EU, 
including EU’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).  

 Draft Personal Data Protection Bill, 2018, has a section on the Right to be Forgotten. But the proposed bill does 
not provide right to erasure.  

Draft bill on data protection:- 

 Rights of the individual:  

 The Bill sets out certain rights of the individual.  These include: (i) right to obtain confirmation from the 
fiduciary on whether its personal data has been processed, (ii) right to seek correction of inaccurate, 
incomplete, or out-of-date personal data, and (iii) right to have personal data transferred to any other data 
fiduciary in certain circumstances. 

 Obligations of the data fiduciary: 

 The Bill sets out obligations of the entity who has access to the personal data (data fiduciary).  These include: 
(i) implementation of policies with regard to processing of data, (ii) maintaining transparency with regard to 
its practices on processing data, (iii) implementing security safeguards (such, as encryption of data), and (iv) 
instituting grievance redressal mechanisms to address complaints of individuals. 
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 Data Protection Authority:  

 The Bill provides for the establishment of a Data Protection Authority.  

 The Authority is empowered to: 

(i) take steps to protect interests of individuals 

(ii) prevent misuse of personal data 

(iii) ensure compliance with the Bill.  

 It will consist of a chairperson and six members, with knowledge of at least 10 years in the field of data 
protection and information technology.  Orders of the Authority can be appealed to an Appellate 
Tribunal established by the central government and appeals from the Tribunal will go to the Supreme 
Court. 

 Grounds for processing personal data: 

 The Bill allows processing of data by fiduciaries if consent is provided.  However, in certain 
circumstances, processing of data may be permitted without consent of the individual.  These 
grounds include: 

 If necessary for any function of Parliament or state legislature, or if required by the state for 
providing benefits to the individual 

 If required under law or for the compliance of any court judgement. 

 To respond to a medical emergency, threat to public health or breakdown of public order. 

 For reasonable purposes specified by the Authority, related to activities such as fraud detection, 
debt recovery, and whistle blowing. 

 Grounds for processing sensitive personal data:-  

 Processing of sensitive personal data is allowed on certain grounds, including: 

 Based on explicit consent of the individual 

 If necessary for any function of Parliament or state legislature, or, if required by the state for 
providing benefits to the individual 

 If required under law or for the compliance of any court judgement.  

 Sensitive personal data includes passwords, financial data, biometric data, genetic data, caste, 
religious or political beliefs, or any other category of data specified by the Authority.  

 Additionally, fiduciaries are required to institute appropriate mechanisms for age verification and 
parental consent when processing sensitive personal data of children. 

 Transfer of data outside India: 

 Personal data (except sensitive personal data) may be transferred outside India under certain 
conditions.  

 These include: (i) where the central government has prescribed that transfers to a particular 
country are permissible, or (ii) where the Authority approves the transfer in a situation of 
necessity. 

 Exemptions: 

 The Bill provides exemptions from compliance with its provisions, for certain reasons including: (i) 
state security, (ii) prevention, investigation, or prosecution of any offence, or (iii) personal, 
domestic, or journalistic purposes. 

 Offences and Penalties: 

 Under the Bill, the Authority may levy penalties for various offences by the fiduciary including (i) 
failure to perform its duties, (ii) data processing in violation of the Bill, and (iii) failure to comply 
with directions issued by the Authority.  
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 For example, under the Bill, the fiduciary is required to notify the Authority of any personal data 
breach which is likely to cause harm to the individual. Failure to promptly notify the Authority can 
attract a penalty of the higher of Rs 5 crore or 2% of the worldwide turnover of the fiduciary.  

 Amendments to other laws:  The Bill makes consequential amendments to the Information Technology 
Act, 2000.  It also amends the Right to Information Act, 2005, and to permit non-disclosure of 
personal information where harm to the individual outweighs public good. 

Provisions of the bill about right to be forgotten :- 

 According to Section 27 of the Bill a data principal (for instance, a former minister convicted earlier) has a right 
to prevent the data processor or data fiduciary (could be a TV, web portal or newspaper) from using such data or 
information if data disclosure is no longer necessary, the consent to use data has been withdrawn or if data is 
being used contrary to the provisions of the law. 

 Section 27(2) says the adjudicating officer (bureaucrat) can decide on the question of disclosure, and the 
circumstances in which he thinks such disclosure can override the freedom of speech and the citizen’s right to 
information. 

 In determining the above, the adjudicating officer has to consider five factors listed in subsection (3). They are:- 

(a) the sensitivity of the personal data 

(b) the scale of disclosure and the degree of accessibility sought to be restricted or prevented 

(c) the role of the data principal in public life 

(d) the relevance of the personal data to the public 

(e) the nature of the disclosure and of the activities of the data fiduciary, particularly whether the data 
fiduciary systematically facilitates access to personal data and whether the activities would be significantly 
impeded if disclosures of the relevant nature were to be restricted or prevented. 

 Review provision:- 

 Aggrieved by the order of the adjudicating officer, one can file for a review. 

 If the officer reaffirms the decision, an appeal can be made to the appellate tribunal. This is fine as far as 
data protection is concerned. 

It affects Press freedom:- 

 Bill seeks to introduce a new right  the right to be forgotten, to remove, very old, irrelevant and unnecessary 
information links from social media networks. This can easily be used against journalists. 

 But when the data principal is a public servant (for instance, a former minister), and the data fiduciary is a 
newspaper or web journal, the freedom to criticise the public personalities for their public policies based on their 
past statements and activities will be in jeopardy, and a journalist has to wait for the decision of the adjudicating 
officer to clear her writing about it. 

 Confusion :- 

 A citizen seeking access to such information will be confused whether to approach the CIC or DPA .These 
adjudicating officers are subordinate to members of the Data Protection Authority. 

 Press freedom :- 

 Right to be forgotten in the bill might spell a danger to press freedom. 

 The Bill says the rights of the data principal, including the right to be forgotten, are exempted if the purpose 
of data processing is in the interest of the security of state (Section 42). 

 The Srikrishna Committee did not suggest any draft for these two additional provisions contemplated under 
Sections 42 and 43. Even for this, Section 4 (right to privacy needs to be respected) and, Section 31 (fair and 
reasonable processing duties) will apply. 
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 Journalistic publication will be dependent upon the opinion of a dealing clerk or adjudicating officer. These are 
additional pre-publication restrictions on citizens and media which were never contemplated by the Constitution 
and rejected by the judiciary. 

 Penalty provisions are severe and costly :- 

 Section 74 gives the power to impose a penalty to the adjudicating officer after an inquiry, besides 
facilitating compensation (Section 75). 

 Failure to adhere to security standards (Section 31) might lead to a penalty of up to Rs 5 crore (Section 69). 

 A penalty of up to Rs 1 crore can be imposed where any person fails to comply with any provision of this Act, 
for which no separate penalty has been provided in the Act (Section 73). This can easily be used against 
journalists. 

 Some free speech organisations are warning that the right to be forgotten may be in danger of being 
transformed into a tool of global censorship. 

 The advocates of human rights believe that this case can threaten free speech. They believe that a country’s 
regulator should not be allowed to control what users across the world find and search on the web. 

 

Topic –Role of civil services in a democracy. 

Q) One of the neglected areas of reforms of India’s senior civil services relates to the 

rationalisation of its branching structure and the related debate of generalist vs specialist 

services. Comment. (250 words) 

epw 

Why this question 

Civil services in India are in dire need for reforms on various fronts. This article discusses the aspect 
of inter-services disparity in India higher civil services and discusses the implications of the same as 
well as how to end this problem practically. 

Directive word 

Comment- here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon.  . 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to delve into the branching structure and division of India’s higher civil 
services into generalists and specialists, and express our knowledge and understanding of the issue 
and bring out the need for reforms in this aspect of civil services. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few introductory lines about the need for reform in India’s higher civil services. 
E.g need to reform method and mode of recruitment and selection, promotion and performance 
evaluation, tenure and stability, job security and time-bound promotion, lateral entry and equal 
opportunity etc. 

Body- 

Discuss the need rationalisation of its branching structure and the related debate of generalist vs 
specialist services. E.g  The periodic restructuring of individual branches has hardly achieved any 
objective goal with a long-term reform focus. Essentially, these exercises have been reduced to the 
rigmarole of inter-service comparison and then trying to ensure career/promotion prospects vis-à-
vis other branches, often resulting in increasing the size of the service/branch, and creating a 
redundant structure and superfluous posts, especially at the senior management level. The result 
has been that no meaningful or rational end has been achieved, to say nothing of visionary change; 
Further, as all these services have a theoretical parity with the IAS, the very different reality that 
actually prevails has a further dampening effect. A recent Government of India study itself has rightly 
identified that at the national level, the issue of IAS officers occupying most of the senior 
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management-level posts is a cause of deep concern and resentment among other branches; mention 
that  in this era of highly dynamic social and economic challenges of our country, and also in light of 
the fact that these challenges are no less humongous or complex than they were at the time of 
independence etc. 

Conclusion– based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 

Background:- 

 The civil services, as a professionally-managed cadre of bureaucrats, has evolved into one of the pivotal 
institutions of democratic India. It has even been identified as one of the important factors in the deepening of 
democracy and consolidation of the idea of India  

Neglected areas of reform:- 

 Issues with the present structure:- 

 The present organisation of civil service makes it instantly clear that it is a hotchpotch of one generalist 
branch and various kinds of specialist branches. Though all of these branches are in theory, treated at par in 
terms of career prospects, salary and perquisites, opportunity for growth, etc, the reality is quite different. 
This leads to further inter-service rivalries, competition, power politics and exploitation, resulting in all kinds 
of bureaucratisation and inefficiencies.  

 Restructuring and realignment of different branches:- 

 There is an institutional mandate and prescribed procedures for standalone restructuring of different 
service/branches periodically, to be carried out under the overall guidance and supervision of the 
Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT).However, this has rarely been done. The periodic 
restructuring of individual branches has hardly achieved any objective goal with a long-term reform focus. 

 Essentially, these exercises have been reduced to the debate of inter-service comparison and then trying to 
ensure career/promotion prospects vis-à-vis other branches, often resulting in increasing the size of the 
service/branch, and creating a redundant structure and superfluous posts, especially at the senior 
management level. The result has been that no meaningful or rational end has been achieved. 

 A recent Government of India study itself has rightly identified that at the national level, the issue of IAS officers 
occupying most of the senior management-level posts is a cause of deep concern and resentment among other 
branches . 

 This only highlights the seriousness of the issue, where a large number of officers from various central Group 
“A” services (mostly non-IAS) forming as much as 80% of total group of civil servants are dissatisfied, 
frustrated and demotivated. 

 Many of the officers from smaller and lesser-known service branches are demotivated and frustrated by the 
lack of opportunity, limited exposure and poorer career prospects, which are often accentuated by exercises 
of stand-alone cadre restructuring. 

 Another important issue is the neglect of “technical service branches” which manage many of the public service 
delivery and infrastructure provisions. 

 Most of these departments, especially in states, for instance, education, public engineering, public 
infrastructure, public health and medical services are again staffed by IAS officers at the top. The situation 
is similar at the central level in departments like energy, minerals and metals, shipping and transports, 
education, public healthcare, etc. This offers very little opportunity for bright technical specialists at the 
top, and breeds large-scale resentment and dissatisfaction.  

 Structure of the higher bureaucracy has hardly changed and reformed since independence, and it is a fair claim 
that perhaps the present structure of civil services and its branches do not represent the realities of India, and 
are poorly equipped to face the complex challenges of modern India. 

Way forward:- 

 Rationalised redesign, effected through a mix of mergers, abolitions, and reinvention and with specialised–
generalist branches responsible for broad domains of functions, appears to be the most suitable strategy for 
reform. 
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 Structure where competent, professional, and suitable officers are given due recognition and responsibilities, 
irrespective of their service affiliation is the need of the hour. 

 Generalist conception, superimposed on the specialised knowledge and experience, is likely to be the best for 
leadership roles in various organisations, and the specialist service branches in India need to be restructured and 
redesigned along these lines. 

 

Topic –India and its neighborhood- relations. Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

involving India and/or affecting India’s interests 

Q) Mature countries work together in areas where their interests converge and act 

independently in areas where interests diverge. Discuss in light of US India relationship ? 

(250 words) 

Livemint 

Why this question 

The 2+2 dialogue framework of India USA is set to meet this week. India USA relationship has always 
been important from mains point of view. This year however the relation has seen several crests and 
troughs, partially on account of the unpredictable policy of Mr Trump. This article highlights the 
strains and strengths of the relationship and is thus important. 

Key demand of the question 

This question expects us to discuss the contours of India USA relationship, highlight their 
convergences and divergences. Thereafter, we need to bring out how the two countries are 
cooperating despite their differences. The way forward for the relationship is to be mentioned at the 
end. 

Directive word 

Discuss – 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Give a brief history of India USA relationship, mention that they are strategic 
partners, often called estranged democracies etc 

Body 

 Discuss the convergence as well as divergence of the two nation geopolitical, geostrategic 
and geoeconomic dimensions. In geopolitical discuss the conflicts in alliance such as over 
Russia, Iran etc. In geostrategic, highlight the similarities in intention in protecting marine 
trade routes in Asia etc. In geoeconomics the relationship constantly undergoes push and 
pulls with frequent conflicts at WTO and yet the two nations have sizeable trade with each 
other 

 Highlight the issues that arise in the relationship between the two countries as a result of 
their differences. Discuss the progress made in the relationship in areas such as defence 

 Highlight the potential of the relationship and discuss why cooperation between the two is 
mutually beneficial and that the relationship should not be held hostage to tiny differences. 
Discuss the institutional framework that has been put in place after long and the role they 
can play in mitigating differences. 

Conclusion – Give your view on the status of relationship and discuss way forward. 

Background:- 

 India–US relations touch the milestone of 70 years .The India-US relationship over the last few decades has 
significantly improved. It is far stronger, far matured despite some different opinion in some areas. 

 The recent 2+2 dialogue on COMCASA signifies the strength of this relationship. 
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Areas of convergence in the US-India relations:- 

 Trade:- 

 The two nations two-way trade is of $140 billion. along with sales in U.S. civil aviation and military 
equipment, now crude oil is added, as well. India is the biggest growing market for Americans and the U.S. 
remains a dominant investment partner for India. 

 S., working with multilateral development banks, could help India finance infrastructure projects. 

 Defence and military:- 

 Over 300 joint military exercises have been undertaken 

 Advanced armed unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) deal is on the horizon along with unprecedented offers of 
defence technologies and Make in India defence projects. 

 Most notably, the Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA) that has been 
pursued for over a decade is a powerful signal that the two nations are moving much closer to a genuinely 
effective defence partnership. 

 More than 37 missions covering numerous areas of cooperation, from outer space to monsoon prediction and 
agriculture to education 

 Geopolitical:- 

 America’s Asia-focused military command was renamed the Indo-Pacific Command to highlight India’s 
centrality to regional security 

 Centrality of India in America’s “Free and Open Indo-Pacific” strategy has been clearly recognized in the 
National Security Strategy and National Defense Strategy documents.  

 The decision to rename the Pacific Command to Indo-Pacific Command was also a symbolic recognition of 
India’s importance to the evolving American worldview.  

 The US Congress acted to provide special relief for India from being caught up in US sanctions against Russia. 

 Officials of India, the U.S., Japan and Australia also held talks to give shape to the quadrilateral alliance to keep 
the Indo-Pacific region free, open, and inclusive, and apparently to counter China’s rise. This change from Asia-
Pacific to Indo-Pacific is to indicate the special role of India in the region. 

 Pakistan factor:- 

 Unlike in the past, no longer does the U.S. equate India with Pakistan when regional issues are discussed. 
Recently U.S. has suspended $255 million in military aid to Pakistan, accusing the country of lies and deceit 
and providing safe haven to terrorists in return for $33 billion U.S. aid over the last 15 years. 

 China:- 

 There is alignment between the two countries on several issues pertaining to China, such as its One Belt One 
Road plan and the China-Pakistan economic corridor running through Pakistani-occupied Kashmir. The U.S. 
and India are now engaged in joint naval and army exercises. On economic relations, 

 India should play a major role in post-conflict reconstruction of Afghanistan 

 Technology :- 

 The US administration granted India “Strategic Trade Authorization 1” status to facilitate sensitive high 
technology trade and an 

 Nuclear agreements :- 

 The Civil Nuclear Agreement (2005) ended India’s nuclear isolation and also heralded a new strategic 
partnership between the two countries 
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Areas of divergence:- 

 Russia:- 

 Indian acquisition of Russia’s advanced S-400 Triumf anti-aircraft weapon would likely hinder 
interoperability and prevent the US from sharing certain defence technology with India because placing a 
Russian radar capability in close proximity to American technology puts those technologies at risk. 

 This could also mean more sanctions for New Delhi, as per a US law called “Countering America’s 
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act” (CAATSA) 

 Iran:- 

 The US has asked all countries, including India, to reduce oil imports from Iran to zero. If India fails to do 
this, its companies will face the same sanctions as any other violator of American law. 

 US ’s decision to jettison the Iran nuclear deal and reimpose sanctions on Iran and secondary sanctions on 
entities doing business with Iran has raised uncomfortable questions for India. 

 H-1B visas for Indians:- 

 Tightening of rules applying to H-1B visas and the targeting of Indian companies that are among its heaviest 
users. 

 Pakistan factor:- 

 Despite Washington’s claims to having de-hyphenated its relations with India and Pakistan, the United 
States has not been able to extricate itself from the liabilities of its complex alliance with Pakistan.  

 More than 17 years of American presence in Afghanistan and Pakistan’s centrality to efforts to bring any 
kind of resolution to this theater of war will constrain areas of convergence between the United States and 
India when it comes to dealing with terrorism emanating from Pakistan. 

 Economic:- 

 There has been a marked uptick in economic frictions, with US’s sharp rhetoric and protectionist measures, 
including tariffs on steel and aluminium, that have added to a long list of differences over market access and 
intellectual property rights. 

 Climate change:- 

 US accused India of demanding billions in exchange for committing to reduce its carbon emissions as part of 
the Paris climate accord. 

 Intellectual property rights:- 

 India is already on the priority watch list in the Super 301 report for IPR ‘violations’; foreign exchange policies 
are under the scanner, and has been dragged to the WTO on export subsidies. 

 

Q) Indo-US relations in contemporary times is based on mutual trust and cooperation. in 

the light of this statement critically analyze the prospects of Indo-US relations in the 

contemporary times. (250 words) 

Livemint 

Why this question 

This article discusses the contour of indo us relationship, highlights the issues on which cooperation 
is going on between the two countries and the issues on which they don’t see eye to eye.  The article 
is useful to prepare for IR section of paper 2. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to shed light on the nature of relation between the two countries. The 
statement in the question makes the assertion that indo us relations is based on mutual trust and 
cooperation. We have to critically examine this statement. Therefore we have to highlight the 
aspects of relationship where there is indeed immense trust and cooperation and the aspect of the 
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relationship which are a source of distrust between the two nations. Finally we need to provide a 
fair and balanced opinion on the nature of relationship between the two countries. 

Directive word 

Critically examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get 
into details, and find out the causes or implications if any . When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to 
a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Initially we have to shed light on the nature of my relationship between the two 
countries. We can mention that till cold war, there was an extreme level of mistrust between the 
two nations. Since the past two decades, the two estranged democracies have tried to make amends. 

Body 

 Highlight those aspects of the relationship which show the level of trust and cooperation 
between the two nation – exception given to India, defence partnership between the two 
nations , bustling trade etc 

 Highlight the obstacles in the relationship – USA’s reticence in accepting that India can and 
will run its own foreign policy in case of Iran and Russia, the need for diversification of our 
defence imports etc 

 Synthesize the two points of view, that even though the two countries do not see eye to eye 
on a lot of issues, Institutional mechanisms such as the 2+2 framework help each other in 
understanding each other’s point of view 

Conclusion – Give a fair and balanced view on the nature of indo us relationship in contemporary 
times and discuss the way forward. 

Background:- 

 India–US relations touch the milestone of 70 years .The India-US relationship over the last few decades has 
significantly improved. It is far stronger, far matured despite some different opinion in some areas. 

 The recent 2+2 dialogue on COMCASA signifies the strength of this relationship. 

India US relations are progressing and potential is visible  :- 

 Trade :- 

 The two nations two-way trade is of $140 billion. along with sales in U.S. civil aviation and military 
equipment, now crude oil is added, as well. India is the biggest growing market for Americans and the U.S. 
remains a dominant investment partner for India. 

 S., working with multilateral development banks, could help India finance infrastructure projects. 

 Defence and military :- 

 Over 300 joint military exercises have been undertaken 

 Advanced armed unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) deal is on the horizon along with unprecedented offers of 
defence technologies and Make in India defence projects. 

 Most notably, the Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA) that has been 
pursued for over a decade is a powerful signal that the two nations are moving much closer to a genuinely 
effective defence partnership. 

 More than 37 missions covering numerous areas of cooperation, from outer space to monsoon prediction and 
agriculture to education 

 Geopolitical :- 

 America’s Asia-focused military command was renamed the Indo-Pacific Command to highlight India’s 
centrality to regional security 
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 Centrality of India in America’s “Free and Open Indo-Pacific” strategy has been clearly recognized in the 
National Security Strategy and National Defense Strategy documents.  

 The decision to rename the Pacific Command to Indo-Pacific Command was also a symbolic recognition of 
India’s importance to the evolving American worldview.  

 The US Congress acted to provide special relief for India from being caught up in US sanctions against Russia. 

 Officials of India, the U.S., Japan and Australia also held talks to give shape to the quadrilateral alliance to keep 
the Indo-Pacific region free, open, and inclusive, and apparently to counter China’s rise. This change from Asia-
Pacific to Indo-Pacific is to indicate the special role of India in the region. 

 Pakistan factor:- 

 Unlike in the past, no longer does the U.S. equate India with Pakistan when regional issues are discussed. 
Recently U.S. has suspended $255 million in military aid to Pakistan, accusing the country of lies and deceit 
and providing safe haven to terrorists in return for $33 billion U.S. aid over the last 15 years. 

 China:- 

 There is alignment between the two countries on several issues pertaining to China, such as its One Belt One 
Road plan and the China-Pakistan economic corridor running through Pakistani-occupied Kashmir. The U.S. 
and India are now engaged in joint naval and army exercises. On economic relations, 

 India should play a major role in post-conflict reconstruction of Afghanistan 

 Technology :- 

 The US administration granted India “Strategic Trade Authorization 1” status to facilitate sensitive high 
technology trade and an 

 Nuclear agreements :- 

 The Civil Nuclear Agreement (2005) ended India’s nuclear isolation and also heralded a new strategic 
partnership between the two countries. 

Challenges remain:- 

 Russia:- 

 Indian acquisition of Russia’s advanced S-400 Triumf anti-aircraft weapon would likely hinder 
interoperability and prevent the US from sharing certain defence technology with India because placing a 
Russian radar capability in close proximity to American technology puts those technologies at risk. 

 This could also mean more sanctions for New Delhi, as per a US law called “Countering America’s 
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act” (CAATSA) 

 Iran:- 

 The US has asked all countries, including India, to reduce oil imports from Iran to zero. If India fails to do 
this, its companies will face the same sanctions as any other violator of American law. 

 US ’s decision to jettison the Iran nuclear deal and reimpose sanctions on Iran and secondary sanctions on 
entities doing business with Iran has raised uncomfortable questions for India. 

 H-1B visas for Indians:- 

 Tightening of rules applying to H-1B visas and the targeting of Indian companies that are among its heaviest 
users. 

 Pakistan factor:- 

 Despite Washington’s claims to having de-hyphenated its relations with India and Pakistan, the United 
States has not been able to extricate itself from the liabilities of its complex alliance with Pakistan.  

 More than 17 years of American presence in Afghanistan and Pakistan’s centrality to efforts to bring any 
kind of resolution to this theater of war will constrain areas of convergence between the United States and 
India when it comes to dealing with terrorism emanating from Pakistan. 
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 Economic:- 

 There has been a marked uptick in economic frictions, with US’s sharp rhetoric and protectionist measures, 
including tariffs on steel and aluminium, that have added to a long list of differences over market access and 
intellectual property rights. 

 Climate change:- 

 US accused India of demanding billions in exchange for committing to reduce its carbon emissions as part of 
the Paris climate accord. 

 Intellectual property rights:- 

 India is already on the priority watch list in the Super 301 report for IPR ‘violations’; foreign exchange policies 
are under the scanner, and has been dragged to the WTO on export subsidies. 

 Afghanistan:- 

 More than 17 years of American presence in Afghanistan and Pakistan’s centrality to efforts to bring any 
kind of resolution to this theater of war will constrain areas of convergence between the United States and 
India when it comes to dealing with terrorism emanating from Pakistan. 

 

Q) Given the perplexing situation in Afghanistan, India must carve out its own role in the 

region. Critically analyze. (250 words) 

The hindu 

Why this question 

Afghanistan is an important neighbouring country for India and its peace and stability are vital for 
India. Afghanistan is going to hold elections soon and India has made significant investments trying 
to bring development and democracy n the war-torn country. However the region, including Iran 
and Afghanistan and the involvement of foreign powers like US, Russia and China coupled with 
resurgence of the Taliban make the siting perplexed. It is therefore necessary to discuss the need for 
India to carve out its own role in Afghanistan. 

Directive word 

Critically analyze-  Here we have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the topic by 
separating it into component parts, and present them as a whole in a summary.Based on our 
discussion we have to form a concluding opinion on the issue. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to delve deep into the issue, discuss why the situation in Afghanistan is 
perplexing. Then it wants us to discuss why there is a need for India to carve out its own role in the 
region. Accordingly we have to form an opinion as to what should be the direction of such a pursuit. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– Write a few lines about India-Afghanistan relationship. E.g both are neighbors, 
members of SAARC, enjoy historical and vibrant ties at present with significant Afghan diaspora in 
India etc. 

Body 

 Discuss why the region is a perplexing situation. E.g mention resurgence of Taliban and plans 
for US withdrawal; Pakistan’s involvement in the region; need for development and 
rebuilding the nation; US, which is a key player has an unclear policy on Afghanistan; it is 
also against Iran which is important to give access to the sea  to landlocked Afghanistan 
through Chabahar port- which is in India’s interests etc. 

 Discuss the need for India to carve out its own role in the region. E.g mention the perplexing 
situation and conflicting aspirations of the powers involved in the region; mention India’s 
investment for development in Afghanistan- Salma Dam, Parliament building etc; mention 
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the importance of Chabahar port and need to get access to central Asia through the port 
and then through Afghanistan etc. 

 Discuss the direction of our approach. E.g increase the corpus of aid; provide military 
support; act as mediator between the government of Afghanistan and other stakeholders 
etc. 

Conclusion– based on your discussion form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the issue. 

Background :- 

 Afghanistan and India share cultural and historical ties. Indo- Afghanistan ties were strengthened by Strategic 
Partnership Agreement signed between the two countries in 2011. 

Complexity of Afghanistan:- 

 Continuous attacks :- 

 Recently there has been a spike in violence, with the Taliban carrying out a set of coordinated assaults 
around Afghanistan, rejecting an offer of a three-month ceasefire by President of Afghanistan and laying 
siege to Ghazni city.  

 The violence this year has also put 2018 on course to be the deadliest year for Afghan civilians, with an 
average of nine people killed every day, according to UN data. 

 Pakistan factor :- 

 Despite six months of concerted American punitive actions on Islamabad, the Pakistan establishment is not 
shutting down support for Taliban fighters. 

 Situation puts serious doubt on any U.S. plans to draw down troops as US may have envisaged. 

 Iran factor :- 

 US administration’s collision course with Iran is another hurdle to realising its South Asia policy. Iran is a 
neighbour to both Afghanistan and Pakistan, and any action against Tehran will have consequences on the 
region.  

 US is also against Iran which is important to give access to the sea to landlocked Afghanistan through 
Chabahar port- which is in India’s interests etc. 

 Islamic state:- 

 After losing occupied territories in and around Mosul, IS is now slowly enlarging its presence in neighbouring 
countries, particularly Afghanistan. It is now targeting mainly the Shias and the Hazara minority, joining 
forces with the Taliban thereby changing the dynamics of the war in Afghanistan. 

 Russia:- 

 Russia proposed an international conference on Afghanistan with the participation of all neighbours of 
Afghanistan including Iran, Pakistan, and India, but the US did not attend citing possible growing Russian 
military association with the Taliban.  

India need to play a greater role:- 

 India’s development assistance has been the source of its considerable influence and goodwill among Afghan 
citizens. 

 Major projects, such as the Salma Dam and Parliament building in Kabul, that began in 2008-09, have now been 
completed. 

 Current crop of Small Development Projects launched in 2016, encompassing drinking water plans for several 
cities including Kabul, supply of buses, construction of low-cost housing, and assistance in health and education 
are important. 

 India inaugurated dam in Herat, which will boost the agricultural and industrial sectors of Herat. India has made 
long term commitment to Afghanistan’s security and development. 
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 New Afghanistan Policy of USA supports India’s greater role in Afghanistan. Apart from that the policy also 
emphasized that Pakistan should end its support to terror groups who are involved in destabilization of 
Afghanistan. 

 Last year India and Afghanistan agreed to initiate an ambitious and forward-looking ‘New Development 
Partnership’, according to which India agreed to take up 116 high-impact community development projects to 
be implemented in 31 provinces of Afghanistan, including in the fields of education, health, agriculture, irrigation, 
drinking water, renewable energy, flood control, micro-hydropower, sports infrastructure and administrative 
infrastructure. 

 The new projects are: 

 Shahtoot dam and drinking water project for Kabul that would also facilitate irrigation. 

 Low cost housing for returning Afghan refugees in Nangarhar province to promote resettlement. 

 Road connectivity to Band-e-Amir in Bamyan province that would promote tourism to the national park and 
economic development. 

 Besides these government-funded projects, Aptech, a private firm, is providing IT training for Afghan youth 
in the country. 

 India has been giving a lot of non-lethal military assistance. In 2016 four MI 25 attack helicopters were given to 
Afghanistan. 

Why India needs to continue what it’s doing :- 

 India has shied away from involving itself in full scale war for the following reasons: 

 Any deeper security co-operation with Afghanistan would have negative impact on Pakistan-India ties. 

 India does not share border with Afghanistan. It poses limitation to physical access to Afghanistan. 

 In past years USA was reluctant to involve India into the war to avoid grating Pakistan’s political sensitivities. 
Though it did try to promote regional economic cooperation between Delhi, Islamabad and Kabul 

 India does not want to strengthen security cooperation with Afghanistan as that may antagonize Pakistan. 

 Geography is the another reason behind India’s limited role in terms of security cooperation. The geographic 
limitation has imposed substantial limitations on India’s military role in Afghanistan. 

 Afghanistan forces alone are not capable of handling terror groups and without external military support to the 
security forces and government, the entire agenda of development would be futile. Stability and security are pre-
requisite for development. In fact, the stability in Afghanistan is also vital for India’s northwestern frontiers.  

What should India do:- 

 India must focus on assisting Afghanistan in every manner possible to ensure that the country’s elections are as 
peaceful and participative as possible.  

 On the military front as well, India must move quickly to provide helicopters as well as engineering/tech support 
for Afghan hardware.  

 Indian  government must realise that its consistent undermining of the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) because of problems with Pakistan is also weakening Afghanistan’s engagement with the 
subcontinent, which India had worked hard to foster 

 For regional security there must be closer involvement of regional powers in international efforts to ensure non-
interference and a stable Afghanistan; this also requires involvement of the Central Asian Republics, which border 
Afghanistan. It is important for India to coordinate its efforts with those of Russia and Iran to ensure success. 
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Q) Belt and Road initiative provide a major point of disagreement with China and a 

significant factor driving India and US relations forward. Analyze. (250 words) 

dnaindia 

Why this question 

The article explains BRI in detail and highlights the impact of BRI on India’s relations with China and 
USA. BRI has been a major foreign policy initiatives of China and India has taken a stand at odds 
with Chinese strategy. Other nations including the European ones have now started realizing the 
issues with BRI. In this context, it becomes important to discuss the impact of BRI on India’s major 
bilateral relations. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to explain what BRI is and its current status. Thereafter, we need to explain 
the impact of BRI on India’s relationship with USA and China and discuss what the way forward for 
India should be. 

Directive word 

Analyze – When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain what BRI is and the current status. 

Body 

 Discuss India’s stand with respect to BRI 

 Highlight India’s issues with BRI 

 Discuss the impact of BRI on India and China’s relation in light of BRI becoming the major 
foreign policy priority of China. Highlight the geopolitical flux in Asia and the impact BRI will 
have on power equations in Asia. Discuss how BRI is now being seen as a part of China’s debt 
diplomacy, which India had highlighted in its objections to BRI 

 Discuss how India and USA are cooperating to ensure that their interests are not 
compromised by BRI – highlight their partnership through synergy between India’s act East 
policy and USA’s FOIP strategy, support provided by USIDFC to countries in the region to 
counter China’s debt diplomacy etc. 

Conclusion – Give your view on what India’s stand on BRI should be and how India should go about 
its relation with china and USA. 

Background:- 

 India is in the centroid of geopolitical situation where on one side China is describing India as a natural partner in 
its Belt Road Initiative (BRI) and on the other side India and US are holding 2+2 dialogue despite uneasiness in 
relations between the two countries with respect to CAATSA, trade policy etc. 

BRI:- 

 BRI was launched in 2013 and has become the most ambitious project of the Chinese government to reshape the 
regional and global order.  

 While the BRI is generally viewed in terms of a plan to build infrastructure projects, other elements of BRI are to 
strengthen regional political cooperation, unimpeded trade, financial integration and people-to-people 
exchanges.  

 The BRI covering 76 countries from Asia, Africa and Europe, account for half the world’s population and a quarter 
of global GDP.  
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Belt and road initiative is a conflict between China and India :- 

 India argues that the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor project violates its sovereignty because it passes through 
the part of the Pakistan-occupied Kashmir that belongs to India. 

 Debt trap:- 

 BRI projects are pushing recipient countries into indebtedness, do not transfer skills or technology and are 
environmentally unsustainable. 

 For instance story of Sri Lanka being saddled with great amounts of debt to China was well known. 

 China is planning to extend the CPEC to Afghanistan. Meanwhile, Maldives, Nepal, Myanmar and Sri Lanka are 
eagerly pursuing potential BRI projects. 

 Through OBOR, China is countering the strategies of India in North East region and is promoting its greater 
presence in North East India, part of which China claims as its own territory. This may have a security impact on 
India. 

 Tense bilateral relations with China, deep mistrusts and India’s growing concerns over Chinese hegemonic 
intentions in South Asia and Indo-Pacific region make it practically unlikely that India will ever consider joining 
this project. 

 Military deployment: 

 The fact that the Chinese have begun to deploy 30,000 security personnel to protect the projects along the 
CPEC route makes it an active player in the politics of the Indian sub-continent. Clearly, this is a case of 
double standards. 

How both India and US are fighting through to counter BRI:- 

 India along with the US, is also mindful of the possible strategic and security threats emerging from the BRI. 

 One of the driving forces behind the Indo-Pacific strategy is aimed at containing China’s assertive posturing in the 
South China Sea and beyond. 

 The rival of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue between the US, Japan, Australia and India last year is also 
attributed to the intention of these countries to check China’s rise. 

 India is focused on working with Japan in developing an Asia-Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC), which will help 
create a free and open Indo-Pacific region by rediscovering ancient sea-routes and creating new sea corridors 
that will link the African continent with India and countries in South-Asia and South-East Asia. 

 Ongoing visit of Indian President  to Cyprus, Bulgaria and the Czech Republic  is also an attempt to boost India’s 
ties with the erstwhile communist states of Eastern Europe and with Southern Europe amid inroads by China as 
part of its mega infrastructure project, Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

 India is also in discussion with Japan and the US to pool resources and coordinate approaches to sustainable 
infrastructure development in the Indo-Pacific. 

Way forward:- 

 Both India and China have an incentive to reduce their differences on the BRI and find ways to work together on 
at least a limited agenda of connectivity.  

 USIDFC:- 

 The United States is expected to invest $ 113 million in infrastructure development in Asia. This investment 
would be made through the USIDFC (United States International Development Finance Corporation), a new 
US agency. 

 This program appears to be Washington’s response to Beijing’s Belt and Road initiative. The United States 
has repeatedly criticized the BRI and warned countries that would be interested in joining it about  possible 
risks of indebtedness. 

 India need to come up with a concrete plan on PoK. 

 Japan and India can build rail and road connectivity across the Eurasian landmass running parallel to OBOR. 
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 Project Mausam, Chabahar ports projects need to be implemented effectively. 

 India now needs to match ambition with commensurate augmentation of its capacities that allows it to be a 
net security provider in the Indian Ocean region 

 Chinese railways, highways, ports and other capacities can serve as catalysts and platforms for sustained Indian 
double-digit growth. 

 Therefore, for the time being, it may be worthwhile to carefully evaluate those components of the BRI which 
may, in fact, improve India’s own connectivity to major markets and resource supplies and become participants 
in them just as we have chosen to do with the AIIB and the NDB. 

 

Q) The India-U.S. relationship shouldn’t be allowed to define India’s geopolitical character, 

strategic future or the limits of its other bilateral relationships. Discuss in light of the 

recent 2+2 meeting between India and USA ? (250 words) 

The hindu 

Why this question 

India USA 2+2 dialogue has just concluded, and the outcome of the summit needs to be prepared 
along with the overall direction in which India USA relation is heading, and the cautions that India 
should take going ahead. The article discusses these issues and hence needs to be analyzed in depth. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to highlight the outcomes of 2+2 dialogue, keeping in light how the 
outcomes of the summit affect the issues being faced in this bilateral relationship. We need to bring 
out the pros and cons of India making compromises to further its relations with USA. Our discussion 
should also yield the course of action that India should take. 

Directive word 

Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both 
for and against arguments. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Bring out the overall purpose of the 2+2 dialogue, the background in which it was 
held, and why the dialogue holds such crucial importance. 

Body 

 Discuss in brief the outcomes of the dialogue – expand their bilateral trade and economic 
partnership with a view to promoting investment and job creation, committed to work 
together on regional and global issues, including in bilateral, trilateral, and quadrilateral 
formats. The two sides further decided to establish secure communication between the 
Minister of External Affairs of India and the U.S. Secretary of State, and between the Minister 
of Defence of India and the U.S. Secretary of Defense, to help maintain regular high-level 
communication on emerging developments with a view to strengthen the Defense and 
Security Partnership etc 

 Discuss the pros and cons of the outcome of the summit in light of the concerns highlighted 
in the linked article. For instance, discuss why India should have full independence in 
pursuing foreign policy keeping domestic imperatives in mind, discuss the issues in 
deepening defence relationship and the impact of COMCASA etc 

 Give your view on the relationship in light of the special nature of the relationship, coupled 
with the geopolitical challenges being faced etc 

Conclusion – Being out the cautions that India should exercise going forward in its bilateral 
relationship with USA. 
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Background:- 

 India–US relations touch the milestone of 70 years .The India-US relationship over the last few decades has 
significantly improved. It is far stronger, far matured despite some different opinion in some areas. 

 The recent 2+2 dialogue on COMCASA signifies the strength of this relationship. 

Cons from the recent meeting :- 

 Iran:- 

 S.’s insistence that India should bring down its oil imports from Iran to ‘zero’ in deference to the restrictions 
imposed by its unilateral withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal. The U.S. also recommends that India buy 
American oil to make up the deficit.  

 Russia:- 

 Washington seeks to impose the punitive provisions of a U.S. federal law called Countering America’s 
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) on countries dealing with Russian defence and intelligence 
sectors, making it difficult for India to buy the much-needed S-400 missile system. For a country with close 
to 60% of its weapons systems originating from Russia, this would be a huge setback.  

 There is still no clarity on whether India’s request for a “one-time waiver” was granted by the U.S. to buy 
Russian weapons at the 2+2 meeting; the joint statement is silent on this.  

 Trade:- 

 In the run-up to the 2+2 meeting, the U.S. also put considerable pressure on India to reduce the bilateral 
trade deficit, which is in India’s favour, by buying more American goods. 

 COMCASA:- 

 By signing COMCASA and by agreeing to reduce the purchase of Russian weapon systems (in line with 
CAATSA), India has implicitly accepted the extraterritorial application of U.S. law on itself. 

 COMCASA will facilitate vertical and horizontal penetration by the US of India’s most sensitive 
government and military communications grids, including the nuclear Strategic Forces Command which is 
the reason why the armed services are against signing it. 

 Russia:- 

 Signing COMCASA will enhance Russia’s fears of compromising its high-value platforms, such as the 
leased Akula-class nuclear-powered attack submarine and the Su-30MKI combat aircraft” and that it 
will cause trouble with Russia. 

 COMCASA and Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement for Geo-spatial Cooperation (BECA) are the two 
remaining pacts that were not signed due to severe criticism from within the government. It was feared 
that signing these agreements would mean compromising India’s age-old military ties with Russia and 
access to their weaponry systems. 

 Besides this, the agreement, which is largely operational with traditional US allies, does require granting 
periodic access to US personnel to inspect the equipment and ensure they remain secure.  

 From an Indian perspective, COMCASA has the potential to compromise India’s operational security while 
protecting that of the US. 

 COMCASA may also increase pressure on India to source all of its COMSEC equipment from US vendors in 
the future. 

 COMCASA requires that US operators perform functions such as keying for the encryption. Indian 
operators will not be allowed to even participate in the maintenance of these systems. So, India might not 
be comfortable with the presence of US designated personnel on Indian-procured US platforms for long 
durations of their operational life. 

 In the COMCASA scheme of things, the US might basically end up controlling the entire communications 
and message flow for the sake of ‘interoperability’. Long term analysis of the message flow could end up 
revealing tactical doctrines adopted by Indian forces in combat. 
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 Since communication devices and links currently in use with Indian Forces cannot interact with US-
provided systems, it implies that any attempt to establish interoperability between a part of India’s 
inventory and participating US forces could actually lead to reduced ‘intra-operability’ within India’s 
own military. 

 COMCASA-covered equipment/platforms might become incompatible with the rest of India’s inventory. This 
could lead to calls to ‘overhaul’ the Indian military’s entire network to COMCASA-compliant standards 
through wholesale import of US systems.   

 The fact that COMCASA could lead to the secrecy of tactical doctrines getting compromised besides imposing 
greater complexity costs on India’s communication systems demands that a detailed study of the ground 
realities and practical implications of signing COMCASA be made prior to deciding on a course of action. 

 China:- 

 Even though the Joint Statement on the Inaugural India-U.S. 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue did not explicitly 
mention China, the section on the Indo-Pacific region implicitly referred to it. While China is indeed a 
challenge, there is only so much India-U.S. cooperation can do to address that challenge for India. 

 India is an Asian country, with several Southern Asian security challenges, and its ability to meet those 
challenges with the help of an offshore (and declining) superpower is at best limited, and counter-productive 
at worst. 

 Other issues which need focus are:- 

 H-1B visas for Indians:- 

 Tightening of rules applying to H-1B visas and the targeting of Indian companies that are among its heaviest 
users. 

 Pakistan factor:- 

 Despite Washington’s claims to having de-hyphenated its relations with India and Pakistan, the United 
States has not been able to extricate itself from the liabilities of its complex alliance with Pakistan.  

 More than 17 years of American presence in Afghanistan and Pakistan’s centrality to efforts to bring any 
kind of resolution to this theater of war will constrain areas of convergence between the United States and 
India when it comes to dealing with terrorism emanating from Pakistan. 

 Economic:- 

 There has been a marked uptick in economic frictions, with US’s sharp rhetoric and protectionist measures, 
including tariffs on steel and aluminium, that have added to a long list of differences over market access and 
intellectual property rights. 

 Climate change:- 

 US accused India of demanding billions in exchange for committing to reduce its carbon emissions as part of 
the Paris climate accord. 

 Intellectual property rights:- 

 India is already on the priority watch list in the Super 301 report for IPR ‘violations’; foreign exchange policies 
are under the scanner, and has been dragged to the WTO on export subsidies. 

 Afghanistan:- 

 More than 17 years of American presence in Afghanistan and Pakistan’s centrality to efforts to bring any 
kind of resolution to this theater of war will constrain areas of convergence between the United States and 
India when it comes to dealing with terrorism emanating from Pakistan. 

Pros of India –US relationship :- 

 During the 2+2 meeting, the two countries also signed the Communications Compatibility and Security 
Agreement, or COMCASA. The agreement is one of three considered to be “foundational” for a viable India-U.S. 
military relationship. 
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 While Logistics security agreement gave both militaries access to each other’s bases, COMCASA would allow 
them to be the same communication network.  

 India has faced problems in fully exploiting the potential of US-sourced platforms because of restrictions in 
using compatible communication equipment. By signing the agreement this obstacle can be tackled. 

 COMCASA is meant to facilitate use of high-end secured communication equipment to be installed on 
military platforms being sold to India by US to fully exploit their potential. 

 COMCASA will allow for greater access to critical communication networks to enable better 
interoperability between the Indian and US militaries. This will facilitate installation of high-end security 
gadgets on the many defence equipment and weapon systems that India is buying from the United 
States. 

 It essentially provides legal framework for transfer of communication security equipment from US to 
India that will facilitate interoperability between armed forces of both countries and potentially with other 
militaries that use US-origin systems for secure data links. 

 Interoperability in this case means that there will be access to encrypted and secret technologies or 
communications. India is currently dependent on commercially available and less secure communication 
systems on high-end US defence platforms like C-130Js and P8I maritime surveillance aircraft. 

 COMCASA creates the conditions for the Indian military to receive modern secure and net-enabled weapons 
systems such as precision armament, air-to-air missiles, space systems and navigation systems that are 
critical components in platforms like fighter aircraft and unmanned aerial systems. Hitherto India has had 
to purchase more expensive commercial communications equipment, raising the overall acquisition price 
of a platform. 

 Defence and military :- 

 Over 300 joint military exercises have been undertaken 

 Advanced armed unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) deal is on the horizon along with unprecedented offers of 
defence technologies and Make in India defence project 

 In 2016, India and the U.S. had signed the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA), allowing 
their militaries to replenish from the other’s bases. 

 Geopolitical :- 

 America’s Asia-focused military command was renamed the Indo-Pacific Command to highlight India’s 
centrality to regional security 

 Centrality of India in America’s “Free and Open Indo-Pacific” strategy has been clearly recognized in the 
National Security Strategy and National Defense Strategy documents.  

 The decision to rename the Pacific Command to Indo-Pacific Command was also a symbolic recognition of 
India’s importance to the evolving American worldview.  

 The US Congress acted to provide special relief for India from being caught up in US sanctions against Russia. 

 Officials of India, the U.S., Japan and Australia also held talks to give shape to the quadrilateral alliance to keep 
the Indo-Pacific region free, open, and inclusive, and apparently to counter China’s rise. This change from Asia-
Pacific to Indo-Pacific is to indicate the special role of India in the region. 

 Pakistan factor:- 

 Unlike in the past, no longer does the U.S. equate India with Pakistan when regional issues are discussed. 
Recently U.S. has suspended $255 million in military aid to Pakistan, accusing the country of lies and deceit 
and providing safe haven to terrorists in return for $33 billion U.S. aid over the last 15 years. 

 China:- 

 There is alignment between the two countries on several issues pertaining to China, such as its One Belt One 
Road plan and the China-Pakistan economic corridor running through Pakistani-occupied Kashmir. The U.S. 
and India are now engaged in joint naval and army exercises. On economic relations, 
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 India should play a major role in post-conflict reconstruction of Afghanistan 

 Technology :- 

 The US administration granted India “Strategic Trade Authorization 1” status to facilitate sensitive high 
technology trade and an 

 Nuclear agreements :- 

 The Civil Nuclear Agreement (2005) ended India’s nuclear isolation and also heralded a new strategic 
partnership between the two countries. 

 

Q) Although BIMSTEC has made several significant strides recently, it still faces a number 

of challenges undermining its potential. Analyze. (250 words) 

The hindu 

The hindu 

Why this question 

BIMSTEC is an important regional organisation of which India is a prime member. The organisation 
was started 19 years ago but it has not been able to work at the desired levels and faces several 
challenges limiting its potential. The organisation has recently taken many measures which will 
strengthen and revitalise the organisation. 

Directive word 

Analyze-Here we  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the topic by separating it 
into component parts, and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to delve deep into the issue and identify and discuss upon the recent strides 
made by the BIMSTEC. We also have to deliberate upon the challenges faced by the organisation. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few introductory lines about BIMSTEC- when was it founded, who are the 
members etc. 

Body- 

 Discuss the steps/ measures taken recently by the BIMSTEC. E.g the  work begins now on 
drafting a charter for BIMSTEC, which has functioned so far on the basis of the Bangkok 
Declaration of 1997, and outcomes of the past three summits and the Leaders’ Retreat in 
2016; Permanent Working Committee will be set up to provide direction during the period 
between two summits and also to prepare the Rules of Procedure; the Secretariat has been 
promised additional financial and human resources and enhancement of its role to 
coordinate, monitor and facilitate the group’s activities; the leaders took the bold decision 
to establish the BIMSTEC Development Fund; recognising that 16 areas of cooperation 
represent too wide a spectrum, the BIMSTEC governments will make a serious endeavour to 
review, restructure and rationalise various sectors, identifying a few core areas etc. 

 Discuss the challenges faced by the organisation limiting its potential. E.g no regular 
summits; Myanmar and Thailand more inclined towards ASEAN; Motor Vehicle Agreement 
and the Coastal Shipping Agreement would still need more time for finalisation; concerns 
that India as a unproportionately large member assuming primacy and hegemony in the 
group; lack of funds etc. 

Conclusion– Based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 

Background:- 

 The European and ASEAN experience is testimony to the contribution of regional cooperation in the economic 
growth of the countries. 
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 BIMSTEC is a bridge between South Asia and South East Asia. It includes all the major countries of South Asia, 
except Maldives, Afghanistan and Pakistan. Given this composition, BIMSTEC has emerged as a natural platform 
to test regional cooperation in the South Asian region. 

 Recently, the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) has 
gained more favour as the preferred platform for regional cooperation in South Asia. The fourth summit of Bay 
of Bengal Initiatives for Multi-sectoral, Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) was recently held in 
Kathmandu. 

How is it a desirable alternative to SAARC ? 

 BIMSTEC includes the countries of the Bay of Bengal region: five countries from South Asia and two from 
ASEAN. The organisation is a bridge between South Asia and South East Asia. 

 It includes all the major countries of South Asia, except Maldives, Afghanistan and Pakistan. Given this 
composition, BIMSTEC has emerged as a natural platform to test regional cooperation in the South Asian 
region. 

 BIMSTEC’s major strength comes from the fact that it includes two influential regional powers: Thailand and 
India. This adds to the comfort of smaller neighbours by reducing the fear of dominance by one big power. 

 BIMSTEC emerged out of the necessities of the member countries:- 

 India was motivated to join BIMSTEC as it wanted to enhance its connectivity with ASEAN countries 

 For Thailand, BIMSTEC helps achieve the country’s Look West Policy. 

 BIMSTEC also helps smaller countries such as Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan to develop connectivity with 
ASEAN countries, the hub of major economic activities globally. 

 Myanmar sees itself as a gateway for BIMSTEC to ASEAN, primarily due to its strategic location between 
South and Southeast Asia.  

 The dormant status of SAARC and the changes underway in the regional and global landscape triggered India’s 
initiative to invite the BIMSTEC leadership . Its goals, therefore, are being redefined to add ballast to India’s “Act 
East Policy”. 

 Urgency of promoting regional and sub-regional cooperation via BIMSTEC and BBIN has to be seen in the 
context of China’s BRI/OBOR and the compelling strategic challenge posed by China’s muscular geo-economic 
and geo-political interventions in Asia, particularly in India’s neighbourhood.  

 Though maritime disputes in the South China Sea attract global attention, the Bay of Bengal has moved centre 
stage as the next strategic and economic arena in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 BIMSTEC and ASEAN both have seminal roles, in re-integrating the Bay of Bengal as an economic hub and 
strategic space. The salience of BIMSTEC has, therefore, grown for India to secure its strategic space in the 
neighbourhood and the Bay of Bengal region. 

 The BIMSTEC countries host a population of around 1.5 billion, approximately 21% of global population, with 
cumulative GDP of US$ 2.5 trillion. The annual GDP growth rate has averaged around 6%.  

 The development of the Northeastern region, by opening up to Bangladesh and Myanmar, is another incentive 
for India. 

 The ongoing India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway and the India-Myanmar Kaladan Multimodal Transit 
Transport Project are expected to further augment connectivity and economic cooperation in the sub-region and 
beyond.  

 BIMSTEC serves two purposes for India – it makes it easier for India to share a common regional platform 
with its neighbours in South Asia (sans Pakistan) and secondly, BIMSTEC also establishes a linkage 
between South and Southeast Asia. 

 Regional cooperation under the ambit of SAARC has become difficult and this made BIMSTEC more viable: 

 Despite India’s keen interest in cooperating and strengthening intra-regional connectivity by backing the 
SAARC–Motor vehicle agreement, the agreement was stalled following Pakistan’s reluctance. 
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 Similarly, the SAARC satellite project that India proposed was abandoned following objection from Pakistan 
in 2016 

 SAARC has also faced obstacles in the area of security cooperation. A major hindrance in this regard has 
been the lack of consensus on threat perceptions, since member countries disagree on the idea of threats 

 For instance, while cross-border terrorism emanating from Pakistan is a major concern for India, 
Pakistan has failed to address these concerns. 

 One of the reasons for BIMSTEC’s popularity is that the member countries have generally cordial 
relationships, something patently missing among the SAARC countries. 

 As a trade bloc, BIMSTEC provides many opportunities:- 

 The region has countries with the fastest-growing economies in the world. The combined GDP in the 
region is around US$2 trillion and will likely grow further. 

 Trade among the BIMSTEC member countries reached six percent in just a decade, while in SAARC, it 
has remained around five percent since its inception. 

 Compared to SAARC, BIMSTEC has greater trade potential as well. Among the member countries, 
India’s intra-BIMSTEC trade is around 3 percent of its total trade.  

 It is an extra feather to India’s act east policy :- 

 India was motivated to join BIMSTEC as it wanted to enhance its connectivity with ASEAN countries: a major 
component of its Look East Policy, now rechristened ‘Act East’ policy. 

 In terms of connectivity, BIMSTEC has at last three major projects that, when finished, could transform the 
movement of goods and vehicles through the countries in the grouping. 

 One is the Kaladan Multimodal project that seeks to link India and Myanmar. 

 Another is the Asian Trilateral Highway connecting India and Thailand through Myanmar. It represents 
a significant step in establishing connectivity between India and Southeast Asian countries. 

 Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal (BBIN) have signed a pact for the movement of goods and vehicles 
among them. 

 The agenda of BIMSTEC is in sync with other regional/sub-regional organisations like the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting 
Plus (ADMM Plus), the Expanded ASEAN Maritime Forum (EAMF), etc. Simultaneously, BIMSTEC fits in the 
agenda of a greater role for India in the Indo-Pacific too. 

 The political rivalry between India and Pakistan never allowed SAARC to be the driving factor in an 
augmenting regional cooperation within South Asia. Hence, it would be pragmatic for India to work closely 
with BIMSTEC and ASEAN to expand regional cooperation in areas of mutual concerns including terrorism, 
violent extremism, transnational organised crime and insurgency; food security, energy; trade and 
investment, connectivity and infrastructure, poverty alleviation to name a few. 

 India’s  stimulating outlook towards Southeast Asia vis-à-vis Asia-Pacific as expressed through Act east policy 
and the other way round, i.e, the Asia-Pacific’s desire to have India as a strong stakeholder in the region. 

 Positives from latest summit:- 

 Work begins now on drafting a charter for BIMSTEC, which has functioned so far on the basis of the Bangkok 
Declaration of 1997, and outcomes of the past three summits and the Leaders’ Retreat in 2016. 

 A Permanent Working Committee will be set up to provide direction during the period between two summits 
and also to prepare the Rules of Procedure. 

 The Secretariat has been promised additional financial and human resources and enhancement of its role 
to coordinate, monitor and facilitate the grouping’s activities. 

 The leaders took the bold decision to establish the BIMSTEC Development Fund. 

 Push to increase its visibility and stature in the international fora will also be made. 
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 Finally, recognising that 16 areas of cooperation represent too wide a spectrum, the BIMSTEC governments 
will make a serious endeavour to review, restructure and rationalise various sectors, identifying a few 
core areas. 

Concerns remain:- 

 Infrequency of the BIMSTEC summits, the highest decision-making body of the organisation. In its 20 years of 
existence, the BIMSTEC summit has taken place only thrice. 

 The delay in the adoption of the Free Trade Agreement (FTA),a framework that was agreed upon in 2004, fuels 
doubts about BIMSTEC’s efficacy. 

 A landmark achievement for BIMSTEC was the establishment of a permanent secretariat in Dhaka. However, the 
secretariat faces a severe resource crunch, both in terms of money and manpower, which has adversely 
affected its performance 

 BBIN Motor Vehicles Agreement [MVA] is an instrument that was conceived to transform and facilitate trade. It 
has not yet been completely successful as Bhutan is worried about security and environmental fallout of such an 
agreement. 

 Both Thailand and Myanmar are criticised for having ignored BIMSTEC in favour of ASEAN. 

 Region lacks physical connectivity. The tri-lateral highway connecting India-Myanmar-Thailand has been a non-
starter. 

 BIMSTEC has identified 14 priority sectors and has signed an FTA (2004) and a Convention on Cooperation in 
Combating International Terrorism, Transnational Organized Crime and Illicit Drug Trafficking (2009). The pace of 
implementation has been quite sluggish so far. 

 BIMSTEC is a India-dominated bloc, a problem that it faced for a long time in SAARC. 

 Concerns from the latest summit:- 

 Of at least six legal instruments awaiting finalisation, only one, the Memorandum of Understanding on Grid 
Interconnection, could be inked in Kathmandu. 

 Fourteen years after signing the framework agreement on Free Trade Area (FTA), the leaders could only 
renew their “commitment to an early conclusion” of FTA negotiations.  

 Grouping had established its Energy Centre in 2009, but it was still struggling for the “early 
operationalisation of the Centre 

 It was noted that the Motor Vehicle Agreement and the Coastal Shipping Agreement would still need more 
time for finalisation. 

Way forward:- 

 Early ratifications of the BIMSTEC FTA, the counter-terrorism convention and finalisation and conclusion of the 
BIMSTEC Convention on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, BIMSTEC Framework Agreement on Transit, 
Trans-shipment and Movement of Vehicular Traffic as well as BIMSTEC Coastal Shipping Agreement etc should 
be prioritised without much delay. 

 It has to adopt people-centric and output-oriented approaches to win the confidence of the common people 
across the sub-region. That would help it to become a facilitator of regional cooperation in a true sense. 

 Consistency in the frequency of the summits to ensure regularity in decision-making; 

 Improving the capacity of the secretariat, both in terms of manpower and funding; 

 Ensuring tangible results/benefits, which will add to the motivation of the countries to concentrate on BIMSTEC 
(projects in the areas of tourism, digital connectivity, energy connectivity and humanitarian assistance in disaster 
relief should be considered); and 

 Empowering BIMSTEC to be a platform for dispute resolution among member countries. This will require 
debates and discussions among the BIMSTEC countries to reach consensus. 
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 India’s SAGARMALA project, still at an early stage, can be integrated into the cooperation framework of 
BIMSTEC.  

 While India is the lead country for four priority sectors, namely, transportation and communication, environment 
and disaster management, tourism, and counter-terrorism and trans-national crime, BIMSTEC has to move into 
areas of strategic cooperation. 

 The Asia-Africa Growth Corridor [AAGC] is another vision that can be dovetailed into BIMSTEC’s Development 
and Cooperation Projects, Quality Infrastructure and Institutional Connectivity, Enhancing Capacities and Skills 
and People-to-People partnership. 

 BIMSTEC can function as the hub for connecting Asia-Pacific and the Bay of Bengal with Africa. At some stage 
when tangible progress has been made, other countries in the region can be invited to join specific projects. 

 

Q) RCEP negotiations hold significant importance for India, as opting out of RCEP may 

push India on the margins of Asia. Critically analyze. (250 words) 

Hindustantimes 

Why this question 

The article discusses the importance of RCEP for India both from an economic as well as strategic 
point of view. The decision to join RCEP and the terms of those agreement hold immense significance 
for India and its economy in the near future. RCEP thus needs to be prepared in great detail. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to critically analyze the hypothesis that not joining RCEP will push India to 
the margins of Asia. We need to interpret “margins” from an economic, geopolitical and 
geoeconomic perspective. In critical analysis we need to provide arguments as to why India should 
or should not join RCEP. Finally, we need to provide a fair and balanced opinion and discuss way 
forward. 

Directive word 

Critically analyze – When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or 
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad 
of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain the background of the question. Briefly explain what RCEP is and the stage at 
which the negotiations are. 

Body 

 Briefly explain what the question means when it says opting out of RCEP would push India 
on the margins of Asia. Here you might interpret that it might push India to economic and 
geopolitical margins of Asia 

 Discuss the economic impact. Highlight the pros and cons of RCEP for India. In the pros side, 
you could mention the access to markets of developing countries , easier standards for IT 
and pharma exports etc. In the negative side you can talk about the lack of competitiveness 
of Indian economy which puts it at a risk, the threat of even higher trade deficit with china 
etc 

 Also discuss the geoeconomic perspective. What it means for India to stay out of all the 
major mega regional FTAs 

 Discuss the geopolitical perspective such as the impact it would have on India’s Act East 
policy, strategy for indo pacific etc 
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Conclusion – Give a fair and balanced view, based on the arguments made above on what should 
India’s strategy with respect to RCEP be and the way forward. 

Background:- 

 The RCEP was built upon the existing ASEAN+1 FTAs with the spirit to strengthen economic linkages and 
to enhance trade and investment related activities as well as to contribute to minimising development gap 
among the parties. 

 The legally binding RCEP covers a wide range of issues including trade in goods and services, investment, 
intellectual property rights, competition policy, dispute settlement and economic and technical cooperation 

RCEP holds significant importance for India :- 

 India believes an ambitious services deal will help it provide job opportunities in RCEP member countries for its 
millions of skilled professionals at home. 

 RCEP agreement would complement India’s existing free trade agreements with the Association of South East 
Asian Nations and some of its member countries, as it would deals with Japan and South Korea. It can address 
challenges emanating from implementation concerns vis-à-vis overlapping agreements, which is creating a 
“noodle bowl” situation obstructing effective utilization of these FTAs. 

 The RCEP would help India streamline the rules and regulations of doing trade, which will reduce trade costs. 

 It will also help achieve its goal of greater economic integration with countries East and South East of India 
through better access to a vast regional market ranging from Japan to Australia. 

 The RCEP can be a stepping stone to India’s “Act East Policy.” 

 RCEP will facilitate India’s integration into sophisticated “regional production networks” that make Asia the 
world’s factory. The RCEP is expected to harmonize trade-related rules, investment and competition regimes of 
India with those of other countries of the group. 

 Through domestic policy reforms on these areas, this harmonization of rules and regulations would help Indian 
companies plug into regional and global value chains and would unlock the true potential of the Indian economy.  

 Because the RCEP will contain three of the largest economies in the world- China, India, and Japan hence it is 
globally important. The bloc represents 49% of the world’s population and accounts for 30% of global GDP. It 
also accounts for 29% of world trade and 26% of world foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows 

 It will also reduce the overlap among Asian FTAs. 

 Exports will become even less competitive staying out of RCEP since members will enjoy preferential access. 

 India cannot sustain an expanding political and security role in the Indo-Pacific with a shrinking economic role. 
RCEP is important as it is excluded from the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), whose 22 members are 
actively considering a Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific. 

 Neither is India included in the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership, 
which has been concluded among 12 countries after the US walked out. 

 Several RCEP countries are also its members. Opting out of RCEP may push India irretrievably on the margins 
of Asia. 

India needs to overcome the following challenges to gain advantages of RCEP :- 

 China:- 

 Greater access to Chinese goods may have impact on the Indian manufacturing sector. 

 India has got massive trade deficit with China. 

 The bilateral trade deficit has risen exponentially. This surge in Chinese imports  from electrical and 
electronic goods, plastics, chemicals, boilers and mechanical appliances to toys and stationery items  has 
undeniably hurt Indian manufacturing, without helping it move up the technology and productivity ladder.  

 There are demands by other RCEP countries for lowering customs duties on a number of products and greater 
access to the market than India has been willing to provide. 
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 Trade deficit:- 

 The RCEP is led by China, with the 10 ASEAN countries, Australia, New Zealand, India, Japan and South Korea 
as partners. India’s trade engagement with these countries has not been favourable, when seen in terms of 
the trade deficit.  

 Recent NITI Aayog note on Free Trade Agreements and their costs points out that India’s trade deficit with 
the RCEP group (it already has FTAs with the ASEAN, South Korea and Japan) has risen from $9 billion in 
2004-05 to over $80 billion today.  

 Given the discontent over lack of jobs and agrarian distress, with the general elections less than a year away, 
this cannot be an opportune time to throw open sensitive sectors such as dairy products. 

 Many countries want India to open up its market for 92% of traded goods, while India is only ready to offer 
market access up to a maximum of 85% items with deviations for countries like China, Australia and New 
Zealand with whom it does not have an FTA. 

 Diary sector:- 

 On the other hand, New Zealand’s export-oriented dairy products will decimate India’s growing dairy sector, 
which is still largely small-scale. 

 Intellectual property:- 

 IP chapter in RCEP is at risk of including provisions far stricter than those mandated by the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) and the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). 

 E-commerce:- 

 E-commerce commitments, if any, will allow companies such as Alibaba from China to displace Indian 
manufacturing especially in the SME segment. 

 Medicine:- 

 Agreeing to data exclusivity, extending patent terms and unduly strong enforcement measures will weaken 
the entire generic medicine sector and take away several health safeguards in India’s Patent Act, notably 
section 3(d). This will make medicines inaccessible not only for Indian patients but for those in the entire 
developing world. 

 Industrial sector :- 

 If India offers to reduce/eliminate import tariffs on a larger number of industrial products than already 
committed to ASEAN, Japan and South Korea, its industrial sector could be under stress.  

 Further, India is being asked to eliminate export restrictions on minerals and raw material by Japan and 
South Korea; this may threaten domestic raw material availability for industrialisation and encourage 
over-mining 

 Services:- 

 More developed countries such as Australia and Singapore are unwilling to accommodate India’s demands 
to liberalise their services regime and allow freer mobility of Indian workers. 

 Given India’s inability to negotiate a good services deal in the past, RCEP negotiations, especially with China, 
need a second thought. 

 It has the potential to overthrow India’s policies of rural development and industrialisation especially ‘Make in 
India’, and to provide accessible healthcare and medicines to all. It also threatens the policy flexibility and 
sovereignty to pursue independent economic, social and environmental policies. 

 Other countries have advantage in many sectors:- 

 Under the ambit of RCEP, countries like China, South Korea and Japan are manufacturing powerhouses, and 
Australia and New Zealand have strengths in processed foods, wine, and dairy products, while ASEAN has 
comparative advantages in plantations, electronics and auto-components. 
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 Sectors of India such as plantations, automobiles, textiles, pharmaceuticals, and engineering goods would 
be impacted negatively 

 India’s steel ministry has strongly opposed the inclusion of finished steel products in the proposed 
regional free-trade agreement, saying it would have an adverse impact on the industry that’s recovering 
from a crisis. 

 Past experiences:- 

 India already has bilateral FTAs with ASEAN, Korea and Japan and negotiations are underway with Australia 
and New Zealand. 

 Role of regional supply chains bind the other RCEP economies together and India has marginal participation in 
these chains. These supply chains flourish on the basis of low tariffs and efficient logistics which are not India’s 
strong points. 

 Issue of competitiveness:- 

 Recent studies have shown that India has treated FTAs mostly to preserve market share rather than as 
opportunities to expand it 

 The reason why India has not been able to take advantage of these existing FTAs again comes back to this 
issue. 

Way forward for India:- 

 Before getting into any multilateral trade deal, India should review its existing FTAs in terms of benefits to 
various stakeholders like industry and consumers, trade complementarities and changing trade patterns in the 
past decade. Negotiating bilateral FTAs with countries where trade complementarities and margin of preference 
is high may benefit India in the long run. 

 Also, higher compliance costs nullify the benefits of margin of preference. Thus reducing compliance cost and 
administrative delays is extremely critical to increase utilisation rate of FTAs. 

 Proper safety and quality standards should be set to avoid dumping of lower quality hazardous goods into the 
Indian market. 

 Circumvention of rules of origin should be strictly dealt with by the authorities. Well-balanced FTA deals 
addressing the concerns of all the stakeholders is the need of the hour 

 Developing countries like India which have taken the leadership in instituting and using balanced intellectual 
property protection for pharmaceuticals should not only proudly protect their laws in the RCEP negotiations, they 
should also encourage other countries to adopt and use similar measures that ensure generic competition. 

 Before going ahead with any of the mega trade deals, India needs to aggressively undertake a few of the pending 
reforms. These include domestic as well as trade reforms like changes in land and labour laws especially in sectors 
like textiles and reduction in subsidies are crucial as RCEP would bring in investment in several labour intensive 
sectors including textile. 

 Sanitary & phytosanitary issues and technical barriers to trade measures are the most frequently used 
against Indian exports. Thus the non-tariff barriers in RCEP countries should be negotiated 
transparently before negotiating market access. 

 RCEP has the East Asian economies as partners, who have thrived on export-led growth model, unlike 
India whose domestic economy is its strength. Therefore India should choose a model that will 
complement this setup. 

 India also needs to introspect as to what it can get from negotiating the proposed RCEP that it has not 
already obtained from prevailing trade agreements. 
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Q) Signing the COMCASA agreement is really a matter of when rather than if for India. 

Critically examine. (250 words) 

Reference 

Why this question 

The article explains the 4 major pillars of India us defence partnership and presents a critical analysis 
of signing the COMCASA Agreement. India has recently signed the LEMOA agreement and COMCASA 
is next on the cards. This article is thus important from GS2 perspective. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to explain the major pillars of defence partnership between India and US, 
particularly COMCASA. Thereafter, we need to highlight the pros and cons of joining COMCASA and 
finally, give a fair and balanced opinion on what India’s future course of action might be and should 
be. 

Directive word 

Critically examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get 
into details, and find out the causes or implications if any . When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to 
a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain the major pillars of deepening defence cooperation between and USA. Explain 
that India has just signed LEMOA, and COMCASA is next in line. 

Body 

 Give a brief background of India USA relations , highlighting the history of cooperation and 
contradictions 

 Give opinion in favour of signing the COMCASA. divide the answer into components such as 
strategic and political – mention that without COMCASA the defence imports received from 
USA have been stripped down versions of original, will enable India to become close partners 
of USA’s Free and open indo pacific strategy, logical conclusion to recent developments in 
India USA partnership after LEMOA, STA -1 status etc 

 Give opinion against the signing of COMCASA – issues it would create in balancing relations 
with other major strategic partners like Russia etc, facilitate vertical and horizontal 
penetration by the US of India’s most sensitive government and military communications 
grids, including the nuclear Strategic Forces Command etc 

Conclusion – Give a fair and balanced opinion on what India should do and discuss the way forward. 

Background :- 

 With India-US defence ties on an upward swing in recent years and the US administration looking to cultivate 
partners like India as it operationalises the so-called free and open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) strategy, there are reports 
suggesting that the two sides are moving closer to the signing of the COMCASA agreement. 

 In an effort to elevate ongoing defence cooperation between India and the United States to a more meaningful 
level, the United States had sought to have India sign the last two of the four so-called foundational 
agreements  which are the General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA),  Logistics Exchange 
Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA), the Communication and Information Security Memorandum of 
Agreement (CISMOA) to suggest a more India-specific agreement, and the Basic Exchange and Cooperation 
Agreement (BECA). 

COMCASA AGREEMENT:- 

 COMCASA is one of three foundational agreements that guide US high technology cooperation in defence sector 
with other countries. 
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 It was earlier called Communication and Information on Security Memorandum of Agreement (CISMOA) before 
name was changed to reflect its India-specific nature. 

 Other two agreements are Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) and BECA. 

 It will enable Indian military to obtain critical, secure and encrypted defence technologies from the other country. 

India needs to sign this agreement because:- 

 Not signing COMCASA also means that certain things such as high-precision GPS or the latest guidance packages 
for US-origin air to air missiles will not be available to India, 

 While Logistics security agreement gave both militaries access to each other’s bases, COMCASA would allow 
them to be the same communication network.  

 India has faced problems in fully exploiting the potential of US-sourced platforms because of restrictions in using 
compatible communication equipment. By signing the agreement this obstacle can be tackled. 

 COMCASA is meant to facilitate use of high-end secured communication equipment to be installed on military 
platforms being sold to India by US to fully exploit their potential. 

 COMCASA will allow for greater access to critical communication networks to enable better interoperability 
between the Indian and US militaries. This will facilitate installation of high-end security gadgets on the many 
defence equipment and weapon systems that India is buying from the United States. 

 It essentially provides legal framework for transfer of communication security equipment from US to India that 
will facilitate interoperability between armed forces of both countries and potentially with other militaries that 
use US-origin systems for secure data links. 

 Interoperability in this case means that there will be access to encrypted and secret technologies or 
communications. India is currently dependent on commercially available and less secure communication systems 
on high-end US defence platforms like C-130Js and P8I maritime surveillance aircraft. 

 COMCASA creates the conditions for the Indian military to receive modern secure and net-enabled weapons 
systems such as precision armament, air-to-air missiles, space systems and navigation systems that are critical 
components in platforms like fighter aircraft and unmanned aerial systems. Hitherto India has had to purchase 
more expensive commercial communications equipment, raising the overall acquisition price of a platform, 

 Signing the COMCASA becomes particularly important as India is set to buy the combat version of Sea Guardian 
drones from the United States. 

 COMCASA can facilitate cooperation on areas such as Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA), which is critical for 
India considering China’s foray into Indian Ocean. 

Criticism:- 

 COMCASA will facilitate vertical and horizontal penetration by the US of India’s most sensitive government and 
military communications grids, including the nuclear Strategic Forces Command which is the reason why the 
armed services are against signing it. 

 Russia:- 

 Signing COMCASA will enhance Russia’s fears of compromising its high-value platforms, such as the leased 
Akula-class nuclear-powered attack submarine and the Su-30MKI combat aircraft” and that it will cause 
trouble with Russia. 

 COMCASA and Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement for Geo-spatial Cooperation (BECA) are the two 
remaining pacts that were not signed due to severe criticism from within the government. It was feared 
that signing these agreements would mean compromising India’s age-old military ties with Russia and access 
to their weaponry systems. 

 Besides this, the agreement, which is largely operational with traditional US allies, does require granting periodic 
access to US personnel to inspect the equipment and ensure they remain secure.  

 From an Indian perspective, COMCASA has the potential to compromise India’s operational security while 
protecting that of the US. 
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 COMCASA may also increase pressure on India to source all of its COMSEC equipment from US vendors in the 
future. 

 COMCASA requires that US operators perform functions such as keying for the encryption. Indian operators will 
not be allowed to even participate in the maintenance of these systems. So, India might not be comfortable with 
the presence of US designated personnel on Indian-procured US platforms for long durations of their operational 
life. 

 In the COMCASA scheme of things, the US might basically end up controlling the entire communications and 
message flow for the sake of ‘interoperability’. Long term analysis of the message flow could end up revealing 
tactical doctrines adopted by Indian forces in combat. 

 Since communication devices and links currently in use with Indian Forces cannot interact with US-provided 
systems, it implies that any attempt to establish interoperability between a part of India’s inventory and 
participating US forces could actually lead to reduced ‘intra-operability’ within India’s own military. 

 COMCASA-covered equipment/platforms might become incompatible with the rest of India’s inventory. This 
could lead to calls to ‘overhaul’ the Indian military’s entire network to COMCASA-compliant standards through 
wholesale import of US systems.   

 The fact that COMCASA could lead to the secrecy of tactical doctrines getting compromised besides imposing 
greater complexity costs on India’s communication systems demands that a detailed study of the ground realities 
and practical implications of signing COMCASA be made prior to deciding on a course of action. 

 

Q) Ties between India and Nepal have witnessed a downfall in the recent times  and 

continue to be a cause for concern. Critically analyze. (250 words)  

The hindu 

Why this question 

India and Nepal share a long history and close association. However the ties have a witnessed a 
downfall in recent times. It is important to discuss the reasons behind it and the need to ameliorate 
the situation. 

Directive word 

Critically analyze-here we  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the topic by 
separating it into component parts, and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to delve deep into the issue and bring out the reasons behind the downfall in 
the Indo-Nepal ties, as witnessed in the recent times. We also have to form a personal opinion on 
the issue as to how should we proceed in this regard. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– write a few introductory lines about the Indo-Nepal relationship- shared culture and 
long historic ties, open border etc. 

Body- 

 Bring out the reasons behind the downfall in the relationship. E.g briefly discuss the Madhesi 
agitation, the resultant economic blockade and India’s open criticism of the Nepal at that 
time; mention India’s discomfiture with the volume of Chinese investment in hydropower 
and infrastructure and transport projects in Nepal; India is also seen as being interfering in 
Nepal’s internal politics and policy making;  etc. 

 Discuss how should we proceed further. E.g briefly discuss the need to revitalize 
communication with Nepal; respecting each others’ sovereignty and non-interference in 
domestic affairs; restricting diplomatically sensitive statements; Nepal’s decision to join 
China for a 12-day Mt Everest Friendship Exercise in Sichuan province etc. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/09/19/2-ties-between-india-and-nepal-have-witnessed-a-downfall-in-the-recent-times-and-continue-to-be-a-cause-for-concern-critically-analyze-250-words/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2018/09/19/2-ties-between-india-and-nepal-have-witnessed-a-downfall-in-the-recent-times-and-continue-to-be-a-cause-for-concern-critically-analyze-250-words/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/himalayan-divide/article24970656.ece?homepage=true


 

www.insightsonindia.com  144 www.insightsias.com  

SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 

Conclusion– based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 

Background :- 

 There have been mutual visits by PM’s of both Nepal and India in 2018.With that the relations have gained some 
positive vibe and the 2018 statement prioritises cooperation in agriculture, inland water-ways, a survey for a 
railway line from Raxaul to Kathmandu and increasing air connectivity. 

Implementation needs to be the focus:- 

 Issues with the projects:- 

 Only one of the earlier commitments, the 900 MW Arun III hydel project, has progressed 

 Of the four planned Integrated Check Posts, one is now functional after over a decade. 

 India has been Nepal’s most significant development partner. Yet the pace of project implementation has 
been slow, leading to significant time and cost over-runs.  

 The idea of four Integrated Check Posts (ICP) on the India-Nepal border to facilitate movement of goods, 
vehicles and people was mooted 15 years ago and an MOU signed in 2005. 

 While preparation of surveys and project reports moved slowly on the Indian side, acquisition of land by the 
Nepali authorities got held up leading to delayed construction. 

 As a result, only the Raxaul-Birgunj ICP has been completed .During this time, the cost of the project went 
up fourfold. 

 Misperceptions about the unequal agreements relating to the Kosi barrage (1954) and Gandak barrage 
(1959) have grown over the years preventing any development in this sector. There are also long-pending 
hydel projects like Pancheshwar 

 Political:- 

 India’s openly stated reservations on the new constitution in support of the Madhesi cause fuelled 
resentment. 

 Recent BIMSTEC military exercises :- 

 Disconnect between the two governments was most visible at the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation military exercises 

 After confirming its participation in the exercises , the Nepalese Army was made to withdraw its 
contingent due to a political decision and it sent only an observer mission at the last hour.  

 Economic:- 

 Nepal blamed India for imposing an economic blockade which was causing acute shortages of 
essentials such as petrol, diesel, liquefied petroleum gas and medical supplies.  

 Difficult issues, including a review of the contentious 1950 Treaty, recruitment of Nepali nationals in 
the Gurkha regiments of the Indian Army, resolving the fallout of the 2016 demonetisation exercise 
which has left the Nepal Rastra Bank holding a stock of Indian currency, resumption of the SAARC 
summit process which remains stalled since 2016. 

 Border:- 

 There are border disputes pending between the two countries at Susta, Kalapani and the ‘tri-junction’ 
of Lipulekh 

 China factor :- 

 Above Kalapani, there is no demarcation (of the boundary) between India and Nepal till China 
border. This could lead to problems in the coming time. After Doklam, Bharat is very concerned about 
Kalapani dispute. It may provide an opportunity for China to flare up the issue along with a 
Communist government in Nepal. 

 Nepal’s decision to join China for a 12-day Mt Everest Friendship Exercise in Sichuan province, also 
focussed on anti-terrorism drills, drives the wedge between India and Nepal further. 
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 Military:- 

 China invested heavily in Nepal’s security forces, particularly in its police and paramilitary forces. 
It even opened up a police academy to train the APF, the Nepali paramilitary force deployed to 
guard the Nepal-Tibet border, in order to check the possible infiltration of “Free Tibet” activists 
into Nepal. 

 China’s activities have been steadily expanding in Nepal after Kathmandu’s support for OBOR 
materialized 

 Economic:- 

 Recently 10 agreements were signed between the two countries. The one related to trade and 
transit and the other on connectivity have attracted international attention for their security 
implication in the South Asian region. 

 As per the transit treaty with China, Nepal has now secured transit rights for trade with third 
countries through the Chinese territory.  

 China decided to supply petroleum products to Nepal, apart from building petroleum storage 
facilities in this country. 

 Nepal went ahead recently and finalised an ambitious connectivity proposal that will eventually 
link Kathmandu to Shigatse by rail. This will give Nepali goods access to Chinese sea-ports at 
Tianjin, Shenzhen, Lianyungang and Zhanjiang, and land ports in Lanzhou, Lhasa and Shigatse. 

Way forward:- 

 Completion of the ongoing process of updating the 1950 Treaty of Peace and Friendship:- 

 India must recognise that as in all other developing economies, Nepal’s aspirational young population is also 
looking beyond the open Indian border for opportunities, and its  desire to turn his “land-locked” country 
into a “land-linked” country with a merchant navy must be considered positively.  

 People-to-people inter-dependence must lead the relationship along with civil society and business-commercial 
level interactions. 

 India’s major foray should be in innovation and technology transfer, multidisciplinary dialogues, educational 
and technical institutions, local and global migration management and skills and capacity-building. 

 India needs to finish the infrastructure projects on time for instance Pancheswar project has been pending for 
over 20 years now.  

 Nepal could be the fountainhead of climate change knowledge and connect to India’s larger dynamics of the 
management of the ecology of hills and mountains. 

 Effective delivery on the pending projects, the remaining ICPs, the five railway connections, postal road network 
in the Terai and the petroleum pipeline so that connectivity is enhanced and the idea of ‘inclusive development 
and prosperity’ assumes reality. 

 India needs to formulate a comprehensive and long-term Nepal policy. 

 India needs to revitalize communication with Nepal, respecting each other’s sovereignty and non-interference in 
domestic affairs. 

 

Q) Discuss the implications of COMCASA agreement on India and the wider region ? (250 

words) 

Indian express 

Why this question 

The article highlights the benefits and issues that would arise out of signing COMCASA. The India 
USA 2+2 strategic dialogue hogged the limelight and the agreement has been under discussion for 
long. Preparing this agreement is important for mains. 
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Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to provide answers to the following points 

 Details of COMCASA agreement 

 What it holds for India USA strategic relations 

 Implications of the agreement on India’s relations with other nations and wider region. 

 Way forward 

Directive word 

Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both 
for and against arguments. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Highlight the recent turn of events which culminated in the signing of COMCASA. 

Body 

 Explain COMCASA  – The 10-year COMCASA facilitates transfer of high-tech US 
communications platforms and specialised equipments like armed surveillance drones, and 
encrypted communications for US origin military platforms like the C-17, C-130 and P-8Is to 
India. It enables greater communications interoperability between both militaries and puts 
in place a framework for closer cooperation between their militaries and defence 
establishments. 

 Explain the benefits arising for India – reflects the strategic partnership with USA, the sorting 
out of the worry that the agreement would  open up its communications network to the US 
military” but its in built provisions safeguards India’s security interests by preventing the 
disclosure of data acquired through these systems to a third party without India’s consent 
etc 

 Discuss the wider strategic impact of the agreement on India USA relation and other 
strategic relations in India’s neighbourhood along with Russia etc 

Conclusion – Give your view on COMCASA and the way forward for India. 

Background :- 

 With India-US defence ties on an upward swing in recent years and the US administration looking to cultivate 
partners like India as it operationalises the so-called free and open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) strategy, there 
are reports suggesting that the two sides are moving closer to the signing of the COMCASA agreement. 

 In an effort to elevate ongoing defence cooperation between India and tfhe United States to a more meaningful 
level, the United States had sought to have India sign the last two of the four so-called foundational 
agreements  which are the General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA),  Logistics Exchange 
Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA), the Communication and Information Security Memorandum of 
Agreement (CISMOA) to suggest a more India-specific agreement, and the Basic Exchange and Cooperation 
Agreement (BECA). 

COMCASA AGREEMENT:- 

 COMCASA is one of three foundational agreements that guide US high technology cooperation in defence sector 
with other countries. 

 It was earlier called Communication and Information on Security Memorandum of Agreement (CISMOA) before 
name was changed to reflect its India-specific nature. 

 Other two agreements are Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) and BECA. 

 It will enable Indian military to obtain critical, secure and encrypted defence technologies from the other country. 
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Benefits due to this agreement are :- 

 Not signing COMCASA also means that certain things such as high-precision GPS or the latest guidance packages 
for US-origin air to air missiles will not be available to India, 

 While Logistics security agreement gave both militaries access to each other’s bases, COMCASA would allow 
them to be the same communication network.  

 India has faced problems in fully exploiting the potential of US-sourced platforms because of restrictions in using 
compatible communication equipment. By signing the agreement this obstacle can be tackled. 

 COMCASA is meant to facilitate use of high-end secured communication equipment to be installed on military 
platforms being sold to India by US to fully exploit their potential. 

 COMCASA will allow for greater access to critical communication networks to enable better interoperability 
between the Indian and US militaries. This will facilitate installation of high-end security gadgets on the many 
defence equipment and weapon systems that India is buying from the United States. 

 It essentially provides legal framework for transfer of communication security equipment from US to India that 
will facilitate interoperability between armed forces of both countries and potentially with other militaries that 
use US-origin systems for secure data links. 

 Interoperability in this case means that there will be access to encrypted and secret technologies or 
communications. India is currently dependent on commercially available and less secure communication systems 
on high-end US defence platforms like C-130Js and P8I maritime surveillance aircraft. 

 COMCASA creates the conditions for the Indian military to receive modern secure and net-enabled weapons 
systems such as precision armament, air-to-air missiles, space systems and navigation systems that are critical 
components in platforms like fighter aircraft and unmanned aerial systems. Hitherto India has had to purchase 
more expensive commercial communications equipment, raising the overall acquisition price of a platform, 

 Signing the COMCASA becomes particularly important as India is set to buy the combat version of Sea Guardian 
drones from the United States. 

 COMCASA can facilitate cooperation on areas such as Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA), which is critical for 
India considering China’s foray into Indian Ocean. 

 Will facilitate better sharing of intelligence and more effective conduct of war exercises. 

Criticism:- 

 COMCASA will facilitate vertical and horizontal penetration by the US of India’s most sensitive government and 
military communications grids, including the nuclear Strategic Forces Command which is the reason why the 
armed services are against signing it. 

 Russia:- 

 Signing COMCASA will enhance Russia’s fears of compromising its high-value platforms, such as the leased 
Akula-class nuclear-powered attack submarine and the Su-30MKI combat aircraft” and that it will cause 
trouble with Russia. 

 COMCASA and Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement for Geo-spatial Cooperation (BECA) are the two 
remaining pacts that were not signed due to severe criticism from within the government. It was feared 
that signing these agreements would mean compromising India’s age-old military ties with Russia and access 
to their weaponry systems. 

 Besides this, the agreement, which is largely operational with traditional US allies, does require granting periodic 
access to US personnel to inspect the equipment and ensure they remain secure.  

 From an Indian perspective, COMCASA has the potential to compromise India’s operational security while 
protecting that of the US. 

 COMCASA may also increase pressure on India to source all of its COMSEC equipment from US vendors in the 
future. 
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 COMCASA requires that US operators perform functions such as keying for the encryption. Indian operators will 
not be allowed to even participate in the maintenance of these systems. So, India might not be comfortable with 
the presence of US designated personnel on Indian-procured US platforms for long durations of their operational 
life. 

 In the COMCASA scheme of things, the US might basically end up controlling the entire communications and 
message flow for the sake of ‘interoperability’. Long term analysis of the message flow could end up revealing 
tactical doctrines adopted by Indian forces in combat. 

 Since communication devices and links currently in use with Indian Forces cannot interact with US-provided 
systems, it implies that any attempt to establish interoperability between a part of India’s inventory and 
participating US forces could actually lead to reduced ‘intra-operability’ within India’s own military. 

 COMCASA-covered equipment/platforms might become incompatible with the rest of India’s inventory. This 
could lead to calls to ‘overhaul’ the Indian military’s entire network to COMCASA-compliant standards through 
wholesale import of US systems.   

 The fact that COMCASA could lead to the secrecy of tactical doctrines getting compromised besides imposing 
greater complexity costs on India’s communication systems demands that a detailed study of the ground realities 
and practical implications of signing COMCASA be made prior to deciding on a course of action. 

 The agreement will not be a gateway to US technology either. On the other hand, it can kill the fledgling Indian 
defence industry. The FMS route, which the US often prefers, discourages technology transfer and even offsets. 

 

Q) Analyze the factors that have caused weakening of WTO and the impact it would have 

on India ? (250 words) 

Reference 

Why this question 

The article highlights the various factors that have led to the weakening of WTO and how the policies 
of WTO have impacted developing countries such as India. At a time when trade war between us 
and China has had significant bearing on economies of countries such as India and India is in the 
process of negotiating in mega regional trade deals, the significance, impact and future of WTO 
becomes important. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to bring out the the factors off late that have led to dwindling consensus 
over the principles of WTO, an analysis of what this means for the future of WTO, and how India 
should respond based on its experiences with WTO. 

Directive word 

Analyze – When asked to analyze, you  have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Discuss the current geoeconomic climate and why consensus over trading principles 
and institutions is dwindling. 

Body 

 Explain the factors that have led to a considerable decline in the status of WTO – bring out 
the opposition of USA under Trump, lack of any significant achievement even two decades 
post Doha round, the rising number of bilateral and multilateral treaties etc 

 Give your view on whether the status of WTO has actually declined or is it just a minor blip 

 Discuss the impact that policies of WTO has had on India – on the issue of food security, the 
issue of solar cells, the multiple disputes at the WTO dispute settlement body, the lack of 
inroads made in services agreement etc 
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Conclusion – Give your view on what should be India’s response to this – become a part of 
multilateral trade deals such as RCEP etc , or resort to protectionism or build consensus over WTO’s 
policies. 

Background:- 

 Since its establishment in 1995, the World Trade Organization (WTO) has been the focal point of a stable rules-
based system guiding the conduct of world trade in goods and services. 

Factors leading to weakening of WTO:- 

 WTO is facing existential crisis during a time when developed economies have adopted protectionist attitude. 

 Earlier instances of US’s patchy compliance with WTO decisions 

 In a dispute where US online gambling sites were noted to be GATS non-compliant, the US offered a $200 
million settlement package to Antigua and Barbuda. However, it has only paid $2 million till now.  

 South Korea has stated that the US has not implemented the WTO ruling on South Korean 
washing machines  

 Appellate members:- 

 The U.S. has systematically blocked the appointment of new Appellate Body members and de facto 
impeded the work of the WTO appeal mechanism. With only four working members out of seven normally 
serving office in July 2018, the institution is under great stress 

 If no appointment is made, it will simply be destroyed by December 2019, with only one remaining member 
to tackle a massive number of disputes that are also increasingly hyper technical 

 Trade:- 

 There is a trade war between US and China despite both being a member of WTO. This negates the core 
non-discriminatory principle of WTO. 

 US and China have imposed counter-productive duties, accusing each other of harming their domestic 
interests. WTO has not been able to prevent the trade wars despite best efforts and has been labelled as a 
talk shop.  

 In taking unilateral trade action against China under Section 301 of the US Trade Act of 1974, the US gives 
up even the pretence of acting within the WTO framework 

 The “Overreaching” or judicial activism of United States. The US here tried to separate trade from development 
and objected to mention centrality for development at the preparation of the declaration. 

 On the pretext of national security:- 

 To restrict trade in steel and aluminium with trading partners, which are long-standing allies of the US in 
defence and military pacts, cannot be reasonably justified on grounds of national security. The same can be 
said of the threat to impose tariffs on automobiles and auto parts on the same grounds.  

Implications:- 

 Positives 

 India has not gained much from being in the WTO and resisted opening up its agricultural sector because of 
millions of small and marginal farmers who would not be able to withstand competition from abroad. 

 Most of the subsidies India gives to farmers (MSP, fertiliser) come under ‘Amber Box’ and there is pressure to 
make them ‘Green Box’ compliable. India has had problems with the way the WTO calculates the MSP for Indian 
farmers. 

 India has also had problem with its food stockholding programme to maintain its food security. But the US has 
blocked a permanent solution to the problem. China and India have opposed the huge agricultural subsidies that 
the western nations give to their farmers. 
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 India has had problems at the WTO with the EU because under its General Agreement on Trade in Services, 
temporary workers from India should be allowed to move freely within Europe, especially under Mode 4 (rule), 
but they are not. 

 In the area of Intellectual property rights under the Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) agreement, 
India has been on the defensive at the WTO and the US has had many spats with the Indian industry for not 
observing IPR rules. 

 Negatives:- 

 If the WTO shuts down, big players like China, the EU and Japan will rule the roost without legal restraints. 
Smaller countries will resort to protectionism which will reduce their volume of trade and income. 

 With the Appellate Body non-functional, the notification of the decision to appeal would mean that the 
process of dispute settlement will come to a standstill. If this happens, all the gains of the judicialisation of 
dispute settlement would be lost, and the WTO will revert to the GATT-era of resolving disputes essentially 
by means of negotiations 

 US position of ‘America First’, and now slowly dismantling the working of the WTO system, will have long-
term effects on global trade. 

 Investment across borders is likely to get impacted 

 Capital flows might get impacted 

 India will have to negotiate mega regional trade deals to fill the void, the impact of which on Indian economy 
is uncertain etc 

Way ahead:- 

 WTO needs to strengthen the dispute settlement mechanism as there are issues in appointment of judges 
in new appellate body. 

 WTO needs to enhance discussion mechanism by introducing wider consultations. It has been a long-
standing complaint by the smaller participants that the consultations or decision making is limited to the 
green room of DG of WTO. 

 There is a need of free trade is required more by developing countries like India than developed countries. 

 There is need for the structural reform in the WTO functioning as multilateral trading system. Despite WTO being 
a democratic organization, there is a need to make it more effective in protecting the interests of small nations 
against stronger countries. The process of retaliation is ineffective and too impractical for smaller players. 

 So, developing countries must work collaboratively to strengthen WTO to collaborate effectively and learn from 
the past experiences when India and China led the developing countries in environmental forums, garnering funds 
in the form of GCF. 

 India’s Role  

 As the U.S. loses interest in multilateralism in trade, India should actively try to arrest the organisation’s 
slide 

 India should be more actively engaged to make the WTO a more equitable organisation.  

 India needs to work on persuading all members of the WTO to return to the table and negotiate on issues 
like agriculture, industrial tariffs, and services.  

 India’s positions have much in common with the African nations’ stand; we have to build bridges with Africa.  

 India needed to quickly forge a larger alliance to counter the moves that are against India’s interests.  

 India’s journey towards achieving 5 trillion dollar economy is not possible without expansion of our basket 
of global trade.  
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Q) India’s relations with Maldives has got a lifeline as a result of the recent elections in 

Maldives. Examine. (250 words) 

Reference 

Why this question 

The article discusses the political developments in Maldives over the course of last year and the 
implications that the results have for India. India’s relations with Maldives had taken a dip due to 
China factor and the decision of the previous Government under President Yameen. This question 
would help you prepare the evolution of India’s relationship with Maldives over the course of past 
year and the future prospects of the relationship. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to bring out the following 

 Reasons why India’s relationship with Maldives took a dip 

 The current election in Maldives which has provided a sliver of opportunity for India to reset 
it’s ties with Maldives 

 The implications of the recent election results for India 

 Way forward for India Maldives relationship 

Directive word 

Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any . 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – We need to give an overview of India Maldives relationship by bringing out the macro 
picture. Also mention that the recent election results have led to hopes of a reset. 

Body 

 mention in brief the reason why India Maldives relationship has taken a hit off late – explain 
president Yameen’s decision to side with China by shiting from an India first policy to China 
first policy,  his unilateral action undermining judiciary and democracy in Maldives etc 

 Highlight the hit that Maldives relationship with India took as a result of these actions. 

 Discuss the implications of the recent Victoria of opposition in elections in Maldives. Here 
we need to highlight the strategic significance of Maldives, how important it is as a country 
for India to remain in control of Indian Ocean region, also that China has been steadily 
putting into action its strategy of boxing India in south Asia, and India needs good relations 
with its neighbours 

Conclusion – Give your view on how significant the recent election would be for the future of India 
Maldives relationship and discuss how India should go ahead on building this relationship. 

Background:- 

 Relations between India and the Maldives have been strong for decades. India played a major role in building the 
Maldives economy and military. It was India’s support that kept the authoritarian Gayoom in power for three 
decades. However, bilateral ties have been fraying since Nasheed’s exit from power in 2012. 

Reasons why India Maldives relations were strained in recent years :- 

 Yameen’s authoritarian governance has irked India:- 

 His unilateral action undermining judiciary and democracy in Maldives 

 India was often seen on the side of the dictator rather than on the side of the democratic forces. 
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 President Yameen steadily shifted the ‘India First’ policy to ‘China First’. In December 2017, Yameen during 
his visit to Beijing, signed the Free Trade Agreement with China and declared his intent to join the Belt Road 
Initiative. 

 Yameen’s presidency saw the Maldives getting close with Islamist radicalism and the democratic 
underpinnings of the nation came under assault. 

 Yameen also fostered closer ties with China and Saudi Arabia, ignoring India and even pulling the Maldives 
out of the Commonwealth in 2016. 

 Proclaimed Emergency fearing Impeachment 

 Embrace with China:- 

 China’s growing presence in the Maldives is a serious concern to India given the latter’s geographic proximity 
to the Indian coastline. 

 In August 2017, three Chinese naval vessels docked at the Maldives capital, Male, setting off alarm bells in 
Delhi. 

 China invested heavily in infrastructure projects in the country:- 

 Significant among them was a massive loan of USD 830 million to upgrade the Hulhulé Island airport and link 
it with the Capital Malé through a 1.3 mile long sea-bridge at a cost of USD 400 million. 

 Some of the strategic islands in the Northern atoll of the country, closest to India’s territorial waters were 
handed over to the Chinese government, to build, repair and refuel stations to their naval ships. 

 Other reasons:- 

 Maldives cancelled work permits of many Indians.  

 Maldives asked India to take back one of the two Dhruv helicopters, which India had gifted earlier. 

 Experts are concerned that Maldives is falling into a debt trap by China, and thus may affect stability and 
security of Indian Ocean region. 

Implications of recent elections:- 

 Unexpected victory of Ibrahim Solih should come as a great relief and as a boost to India’s efforts to strengthen 
its partnerships in the neighbourhood. 

 Marks not only the triumph of democratic forces in the Maldives, but also reflects the firm commitment to the 
values of democracy and the rule of law. 

 In keeping with ‘Neighborhood First’ Policy, India looks forward to working closely with the Maldives in further 
deepening our partnership. 

 India can now renew its ties with the new government and work with Maldives for ensuring stability and security 
of Indian ocean region (IOR). 

 India can renew talks over the fate of Indian Coast Guard and Air Force personnel stationed in the Maldives, 
whose visas have been pending since June 2018. 

 With new regime at Centre, India would hope that democratic institutions are upheld, political prisoners are 
released and bilateral relations are improved. 

 

Q) Critically examine whether India’s approach to RCEP negotiations is flawed ?              

(250 words) 

Financial express 

Why this question 

The article provides a nice perspective on the trade positions taken by India in RCEP and examines 
at a macro level whether there needs to be a paradigm shift. RCEP being an important topic for 
mains, this perspective and its critical analysis becomes important. 
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Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to first explain in brief about RCEP, the issue that India is facing in finishing 
negotiations. We are expected to discuss the pros and cons of the stand India is taking and finally 
provide a fair and balanced view on India’s stand along with way forward. 

Directive word 

Critically examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get 
into details, and find out the causes or implications if any . When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to 
a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair judgement. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Explain what RCEP is and the current status of the agreement. 

Body 

 Explain India’s stand at a macro and micro level in RCEP negotiations. 

 Greater access to Chinese goods may have impact on the Indian manufacturing sector so 
India proposed differential market access strategy for China. 

 There are demands by other RCEP countries for lowering customs duties on a number of 
products and greater access to the market than India has been willing to provide. 

 developed countries such as Australia and Singapore are unwilling to accommodate India’s 
demands to liberalise their services regime and allow freer mobility of Indian workers. 

 Examine whether the stand taken by India makes sense from an economic, IR, social, 
political perspective. Examine whether India is needlessly being protections and opening 
trade is the need of the hour or whether India is doing right in trying to protect its interests. 

Conclusion – Give a fair and balanced view to the question asked and discuss the way forward ie 
what could be an agreeable middle ground. 

Background:- 

 The RCEP was built upon the existing ASEAN+1 FTAs with the spirit to strengthen economic linkages and 
to enhance trade and investment related activities as well as to contribute to minimising development gap 
among the parties. 

 The legally binding RCEP covers a wide range of issues including trade in goods and services, investment, 
intellectual property rights, competition policy, dispute settlement and economic and technical cooperation 

India’s approach towards RCEP is not flawed as it has many concerns:- 

 China:- 

 Greater access to Chinese goods may have impact on the Indian manufacturing sector. 

 India has got massive trade deficit with China. 

 The bilateral trade deficit has risen exponentially. This surge in Chinese imports  from electrical and 
electronic goods, plastics, chemicals, boilers and mechanical appliances to toys and stationery items  has 
undeniably hurt Indian manufacturing, without helping it move up the technology and productivity ladder.  

 There are demands by other RCEP countries for lowering customs duties on a number of products and greater 
access to the market than India has been willing to provide. 

 Trade deficit:- 

 The RCEP is led by China, with the 10 ASEAN countries, Australia, New Zealand, India, Japan and South Korea 
as partners. India’s trade engagement with these countries has not been favourable, when seen in terms of 
the trade deficit.  
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 Recent NITI Aayog note on Free Trade Agreements and their costs points out that India’s trade deficit with 
the RCEP group (it already has FTAs with the ASEAN, South Korea and Japan) has risen from $9 billion in 
2004-05 to over $80 billion today.  

 Given the discontent over lack of jobs and agrarian distress, with the general elections less than a year away, 
this cannot be an opportune time to throw open sensitive sectors such as dairy products. 

 Many countries want India to open up its market for 92% of traded goods, while India is only ready to offer 
market access up to a maximum of 85% items with deviations for countries like China, Australia and New 
Zealand with whom it does not have an FTA. 

 Diary sector:- 

 On the other hand, New Zealand’s export-oriented dairy products will decimate India’s growing dairy sector, 
which is still largely small-scale. 

 Intellectual property:- 

 IP chapter in RCEP is at risk of including provisions far stricter than those mandated by the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) and the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). 

 E-commerce:- 

 E-commerce commitments, if any, will allow companies such as Alibaba from China to displace Indian 
manufacturing especially in the SME segment. 

 Medicine:- 

 Agreeing to data exclusivity, extending patent terms and unduly strong enforcement measures will weaken 
the entire generic medicine sector and take away several health safeguards in India’s Patent Act, notably 
section 3(d). This will make medicines inaccessible not only for Indian patients but for those in the entire 
developing world. 

 Industrial sector :- 

 If India offers to reduce/eliminate import tariffs on a larger number of industrial products than already 
committed to ASEAN, Japan and South Korea, its industrial sector could be under stress.  

 Further, India is being asked to eliminate export restrictions on minerals and raw material by Japan and 
South Korea; this may threaten domestic raw material availability for industrialisation and encourage 
over-mining 

 Services:- 

 More developed countries such as Australia and Singapore are unwilling to accommodate India’s demands 
to liberalise their services regime and allow freer mobility of Indian workers. 

 Given India’s inability to negotiate a good services deal in the past, RCEP negotiations, especially with China, 
need a second thought. 

 It has the potential to overthrow India’s policies of rural development and industrialisation especially ‘Make in 
India’, and to provide accessible healthcare and medicines to all. It also threatens the policy flexibility and 
sovereignty to pursue independent economic, social and environmental policies. 

 Other countries have advantage in many sectors:- 

 Under the ambit of RCEP, countries like China, South Korea and Japan are manufacturing powerhouses, and 
Australia and New Zealand have strengths in processed foods, wine, and dairy products, while Asean has 
comparative advantages in plantations, electronics and auto-components. 

 Sectors of India such as plantations, automobiles, textiles, pharmaceuticals, and engineering goods would 
be impacted negatively 

 India’s steel ministry has strongly opposed the inclusion of finished steel products in the proposed 
regional free-trade agreement, saying it would have an adverse impact on the industry that’s recovering 
from a crisis. 
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 Past experiences:- 

 India already has bilateral FTAs with ASEAN, Korea and Japan and negotiations are underway with Australia 
and New Zealand. 

India needs to be very cautious in its approach towards RCEP as RCEP provides many advantages:- 

 India believes an ambitious services deal will help it provide job opportunities in RCEP member countries for its 
millions of skilled professionals at home. 

 RCEP agreement would complement India’s existing free trade agreements with the Association of South East 
Asian Nations and some of its member countries, as it would deals with Japan and South Korea. It can address 
challenges emanating from implementation concerns vis-à-vis overlapping agreements, which is creating a 
“noodle bowl” situation obstructing effective utilization of these FTAs. 

 The RCEP would help India streamline the rules and regulations of doing trade, which will reduce trade costs. 

 It will also help achieve its goal of greater economic integration with countries East and South East of India 
through better access to a vast regional market ranging from Japan to Australia. 

 The RCEP can be a stepping stone to India’s “Act East Policy.” 

 RCEP will facilitate India’s integration into sophisticated “regional production networks” that make Asia the 
world’s factory. The RCEP is expected to harmonize trade-related rules, investment and competition regimes of 
India with those of other countries of the group. 

 Through domestic policy reforms on these areas, this harmonization of rules and regulations would help Indian 
companies plug into regional and global value chains and would unlock the true potential of the Indian economy.  

 Because the RCEP will contain three of the largest economies in the world- China, India, and Japan hence it is 
globally important. The bloc represents 49% of the world’s population and accounts for 30% of global GDP. It 
also accounts for 29% of world trade and 26% of world foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows 

 It will also reduce the overlap among Asian FTAs. 

Way forward for India:- 

 Before getting into any multilateral trade deal, India should review its existing FTAs in terms of benefits to 
various stakeholders like industry and consumers, trade complementarities and changing trade patterns in the 
past decade. Negotiating bilateral FTAs with countries where trade complementarities and margin of preference 
is high may benefit India in the long run. 

 Also, higher compliance costs nullify the benefits of margin of preference. Thus reducing compliance cost and 
administrative delays is extremely critical to increase utilisation rate of FTAs. 

 Proper safety and quality standards should be set to avoid dumping of lower quality hazardous goods into the 
Indian market. 

 Circumvention of rules of origin should be strictly dealt with by the authorities. Well-balanced FTA deals 
addressing the concerns of all the stakeholders is the need of the hour 

 Developing countries like India which have taken the leadership in instituting and using balanced intellectual 
property protection for pharmaceuticals should not only proudly protect their laws in the RCEP negotiations, they 
should also encourage other countries to adopt and use similar measures that ensure generic competition. 

 Before going ahead with any of the mega trade deals, India needs to aggressively undertake a few of the pending 
reforms. These include domestic as well as trade reforms like changes in land and labour laws especially in sectors 
like textiles and reduction in subsidies are crucial as RCEP would bring in investment in several labour intensive 
sectors including textile. 

 Sanitary and phytosanitary issues and technical barriers to trade measures are the most frequently used against 
Indian exports. Thus the non-tariff barriers in RCEP countries should be negotiated transparently before 
negotiating market access. 

 RCEP has the East Asian economies as partners, who have thrived on export-led growth model, unlike India whose 
domestic economy is its strength. Therefore India should choose a model that will complement this setup. 
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 India also needs to introspect as to what it can get from negotiating the proposed RCEP that it has not already 
obtained from prevailing trade agreements. 

 

Topic – Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate; Effect of 

policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests 

Q) Examine how US actions are undermining the mandate of WTO ? Discuss the impact 

of lessening importance of WTO for India ? (250 words)  

Financial express 

Why this question 

The article explains the various steps being taken by USA under Trump that undermines the 
importance of WTO, and explains the wider implications of such action. This is going to have a 
significant impact on all trading nations including India which has been trying to negotiate a mega 
regional trade deal. The question is important as free trade among nations is the casualty in current 
climate of anti globalisation and anti trade. 

Key demand of the question 

The question expects us to bring out the actions taken by USA which is undermining the status of 
WTO and the impact of such actions on other nations. Thereafter, we need to discuss what it means 
for India and how India is responding to the challenge. Finally, way forward needs to be given. 

Directive word 

Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic,  get into details, 
and find out the causes or implications if any . 

Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both 
for and against arguments. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction – Give a background of the role played by WTO and how USA had played a pivotal role 
in the establishment of a rules based free trade among nations. 

Body 

 Highlight US actions which are undermining the trading order – diatribe against rule based 
free trade under the mandate of WTO, frequent recourse to the exception clause of national 
security ( which Pakistan has been using to deny MFN status to India) , restrict trade in steel 
and aluminium with trading partners, unilateral trade action against China under Section 
301 of the US Trade Act of 1974, the US gives up even the pretence of acting within the WTO 
framework, the retaliatory measures taken by other countries, non implementation of WTO 
rulings by USA, taken a stand which impacts the dispute resolution process of WTO etc 

 Examine what it means for the consensus established after much difficulty to create a rule 
based trading order. 

 Discuss the impact on India – investment across borders is likely to get impacted, capital 
flows might get impacted, India will have to negotiate mega regional trade deals to fill the 
void, the impact of which on Indian economy is uncertain etc 

Conclusion – Give your view on what India’s position should be and the way forward. 

Background:- 

 Since its establishment in 1995, the World Trade Organization (WTO) has been the focal point of a stable rules-
based system guiding the conduct of world trade in goods and services. 
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How US is undermining the mandate of WTO:- 

 WTO is facing existential crisis during a time when developed economies have adopted protectionist attitude. 

 Earlier instances of US’s patchy compliance with WTO decisions 

 In a dispute where US online gambling sites were noted to be GATS non-compliant, the US offered a $200 
million settlement package to Antigua and Barbuda. However, it has only paid $2 million till now.  

 South Korea has stated that the US has not implemented the WTO ruling on South Korean 
washing machines  

 Appellate members:- 

 The U.S. has systematically blocked the appointment of new Appellate Body members and de facto 
impeded the work of the WTO appeal mechanism. With only four working members out of seven normally 
serving office in July 2018, the institution is under great stress 

 If no appointment is made, it will simply be destroyed by December 2019, with only one remaining member 
to tackle a massive number of disputes that are also increasingly hyper technical 

 Trade:- 

 There is a trade war between US and China despite both being a member of WTO. This negates the core 
non-discriminatory principle of WTO. 

 US and China have imposed counter-productive duties, accusing each other of harming their domestic 
interests. WTO has not been able to prevent the trade wars despite best efforts and has been labelled as a 
talk shop.  

 In taking unilateral trade action against China under Section 301 of the US Trade Act of 1974, the US gives 
up even the pretence of acting within the WTO framework 

 The “Overreaching” or judicial activism of United States. The US here tried to separate trade from development 
and objected to mention centrality for development at the preparation of the declaration. 

 On the pretext of national security:- 

 To restrict trade in steel and aluminium with trading partners, which are long-standing allies of the US in 
defence and military pacts, cannot be reasonably justified on grounds of national security. The same can be 
said of the threat to impose tariffs on automobiles and auto parts on the same grounds.  

Impact of reduced importance of WTO on India:- 

 With the Appellate Body non-functional, the notification of the decision to appeal would mean that the process 
of dispute settlement will come to a standstill. If this happens, all the gains of the judicialisation of dispute 
settlement would be lost, and the WTO will revert to the GATT-era of resolving disputes essentially by means of 
negotiations 

 US position of ‘America First’, and now slowly dismantling the working of the WTO system, will have long-term 
effects on global trade. 

 Investment across borders is likely to get impacted 

 Capital flows might get impacted 

 India will have to negotiate mega regional trade deals to fill the void, the impact of which on Indian economy is 
uncertain etc. 

Way ahead:- 

 WTO needs to strengthen the dispute settlement mechanism as there are issues in appointment of judges 
in new appellate body. 

 WTO needs to enhance discussion mechanism by introducing wider consultations. It has been a long-
standing complaint by the smaller participants that the consultations or decision making is limited to the 
green room of DG of WTO. 

 There is a need of free trade is required more by developing countries like India than developed countries. 
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 There is need for the structural reform in the WTO functioning as multilateral trading system. Despite WTO being 
a democratic organization, there is a need to make it more effective in protecting the interests of small nations 
against stronger countries. The process of retaliation is ineffective and too impractical for smaller players. 

 So, developing countries must work collaboratively to strengthen WTO to collaborate effectively and learn from 
the past experiences when India and China led the developing countries in environmental forums, garnering funds 
in the form of GCF. 

 India’s Role  

 As the U.S. loses interest in multilateralism in trade, India should actively try to arrest the organisation’s 
slide 

 India should be more actively engaged to make the WTO a more equitable organisation.  

 India needs to work on persuading all members of the WTO to return to the table and negotiate on issues 
like agriculture, industrial tariffs, and services.  

 India’s positions have much in common with the African nations’ stand; we have to build bridges with Africa.  

 India needed to quickly forge a larger alliance to counter the moves that are against India’s interests.  

 India’s journey towards achieving 5 trillion dollar economy is not possible without expansion of our basket 
of global trade.  

 

Q) Discuss the structure and functioning of the International Criminal Court. Also discuss 

the criticism faced by the organization. (250 words)  

The hindu 

Wikipedia 

Why this question 

ICC has been recently in news over ts several verdicts and also due to the US threatening the 
organization over its decision to prosecute Americans and its allies for war-crimes in Afghanistan. In 
this context it is essential to know about the organization- its structure and how it functions as well 
as what is the criticism faced by it. 

Directive word 

Discuss- This is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. We also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key demand of the question. 

the question wants us to write in detail about the organizational structure of the ICC, how it works 
and also discuss in detail about the accusations/ criticism faced by it. 

Structure of the answer 

Introduction– Write a few introductory lines about ICC e.g ICC is an intergovernmental organization 
and international tribunal that has the jurisdiction to prosecute individuals for the international 
crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes. The Rome Statute is a multilateral 
treaty which serves as the ICC’s foundational and governing document. Currently, there are 123 
states which are party to the Rome Statute and therefore members of the ICC. 

Body- 

 Discuss the organizational structure of ICC. Here instead of explaining things you should 
draw a tree diagram to illustrate the structure and also explain each entity briefly. E.g 
Mention and illustrate 1)State parties -Assembly of States Parties; 2) Organs of the Court-
Presidency, Judicial Divisions, Office of the Prosecutor. 
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 Discuss how the ICC functions. E.g The ICC is intended to complement, not to replace, 
national criminal systems; it prosecutes cases only when States do not are unwilling or 
unable to do so genuinely; ICC does not have its own police force or enforcement body; thus, 
it relies on cooperation with countries worldwide for support, particularly for making arrests, 
transferring arrested persons to the ICC detention centre etc; the Court has a cooperation 
agreement with the United Nations. Highlight the stages of investigation- Preliminary 
examinations-Investigations-Pre-Trial stage-Trial stage-Appeals stage- Enforcement of 
sentence. 

 Discuss the criticism faced by ICC. e.g African Accusations of Western imperialism; African 
Union (AU) withdrawal proposal; OPCD; Limitations in demanding attendance and forcing 
orders etc. 

Conclusion– Based on your discussion, form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the given issue. 

Background:- 

 The International Criminal Court is an intergovernmental organization and international tribunal . The ICC has 
the jurisdiction to prosecute individuals for the international crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity, 
and war crimes.  

 The ICC is intended to complement existing national judicial systems and it may therefore only exercise its 
jurisdiction when certain conditions are met, such as when national courts are unwilling or unable to prosecute 
criminals or when the United Nations Security Councilor individual states refer situations to the Court. 

 States which become party to the Rome Statute, for example by ratifying it, become member states of the ICC. 
Currently, there are 123 states which are party to the Rome Statute and therefore members of the ICC. 

Structure :- 

 Assembly of states parties:- 

 The ICC is governed by an Assembly of States Parties, which is made up of the states which are party to the 
Rome Statute. 

 The Assembly elects officials of the Court, approves its budget, and adopts amendments to the Rome 
Statute. 

 The Court’s management oversight and legislative body, the Assembly of States Parties, consists of one 
representative from each state party. Each state party has one vote and “every effort” has to be made to 
reach decisions by consensus. If consensus cannot be reached, decisions are made by vote. The Assembly is 
presided over by a president and two vice-presidents, who are elected by the members to three-year terms. 

 The Assembly meets in full session once a year, alternating between New York and The Hague, and may also 
hold special sessions where circumstances require. Sessions are open to observer states and non-
governmental organizations. 

 Article 46 of the Rome Statute allows the Assembly to remove from office a judge or prosecutor who is found 
to have committed serious misconduct or a serious breach of his or her duties” or is unable to exercise the 
functions required by this Statute. 

 The states parties cannot interfere with the judicial functions of the Court. Disputes concerning individual 
cases are settled by the Judicial Divisions 

 The Court itself, however, is composed of four organs: the Presidency, the Judicial Divisions, the Office of the 
Prosecutor, and the Registry. 

 Presidency:– 

 The President is the most senior judge chosen by his or her peers in the Judicial Division, which hears 
cases before the Court. The Presidency is responsible for the proper administration of the Court (apart 
from the Office of the Prosecutor).  It comprises the President and the First and Second Vice-
Presidents—three judges of the Court who are elected to the Presidency by their fellow judges for a 
maximum of two three-year terms. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  160 www.insightsias.com  

SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 

 Conducts external relations with States, coordinates judicial matters such as assigning judges, 
situations and cases to divisions, and oversees the Registry’s administrative work 

 Judicial divisions:- 

 The Judicial Divisions consist of the 18 judges of the Court, organized into three chambers—the Pre-
Trial Chamber, Trial Chamber and Appeals Chamber which carry out the judicial functions of the Court. 

 Judges are elected to the Court by the Assembly of States Parties. They serve nine-year terms and are 
not generally eligible for re-election. 

 All judges must be nationals of states parties to the Rome Statute, and no two judges may be nationals 
of the same state. 

 Any request for the disqualification of a judge from a particular case is decided by an absolute majority 
of the other judges.  

 Prosecutor :- 

 The Office of the Prosecutor is headed by the Prosecutor who investigates crimes and initiates 
proceedings before the Judicial Division. 

 Office of the Prosecutor (OTP) is responsible for conducting investigations and prosecutions. 

 It is headed by the Chief Prosecutor, who is assisted by one or more Deputy Prosecutors. 

 The Rome Statute provides that the Office of the Prosecutor shall act independently; as such, no 
member of the Office may seek or act on instructions from any external source, such as 
states, international organisations, non-governmental organisations or individuals 

 Registry:- 

 The Registry is headed by the Registrar and is charged with managing all the administrative functions 
of the ICC, including the headquarters, detention unit, and public defense office. 

 The Registry is responsible for the non-judicial aspects of the administration and servicing of the Court. 

 This includes, among other things, the administration of legal aid matters, court management, victims 
and witnesses matters, defence counsel, detention unit, and the traditional services provided by 
administrations in international organisations, such as finance, translation, building management, 
procurement and personnel 

 The Registry is headed by the Registrar, who is elected by the judges to a five-year term. 

Functioning:- 

 To prosecute those responsible for 

 genocide, crimes against humanity ,war crimes committed anywhere in the world. 

 The fourth crime falling within the ICC’s jurisdiction is the crime of aggression. It is the use of armed force 
by a State against the sovereignty, integrity or independence of another State 

 It is a court of last resort, intervening only when national authorities cannot or will not prosecute. 

 Preliminary examinations 

 The Office of the Prosecutor must determine whether there is sufficient evidence of crimes of sufficient 
gravity falling within the ICC’s jurisdiction, whether there are genuine national proceedings, and whether 
opening an investigation would serve the interests of justice and of the victims. 

 Investigations 

 After gathering evidence and identifying a suspect, the Prosecution requests ICC judges to issue: 

 an arrest warrant: the ICC relies on countries to make arrests and transfer suspects to the ICC; or a 
summons to appear: suspects appear voluntarily (if not, an arrest warrant may be issued).  

 Pre-Trial stage 
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 Initial appearance: Three Pre-Trial judges confirm suspect’s identity and ensure suspect understands 
the charges. 

 Confirmation of charges hearings: After hearing the Prosecution, the Defence, and the Legal 
representative of victims, the judges decide (usually within 60 days) if there is enough evidence for the 
case to go to trial. 

 If the suspect is not arrested or does not appear, legal submissions can be made, but hearings cannot 
begin. 

 Trial stage 

 Before three Trial judges, the Prosecution must prove beyond reasonable doubt the guilt of the 
accused. 

 Judges consider all evidence, then issue a verdict and, when there is a verdict of guilt, issue a sentence. 
The judges can sentence a person to up to 30 years of imprisonment, and under exceptional 
circumstances, a life sentence. 

 Verdicts are subject to appeal by the Defence and by the Prosecutor. 

 Judges can also order reparations for the victims. 

 If there is not enough evidence, the case is closed and the accused is released. 

 Acquittals are subject to appeal by the Defence and by the Prosecutor. 

 Appeals stage 

 Both the Prosecutor and the Defence have the right to appeal a Trial Chamber’s decision on the verdict 
(decision on guilt or innocence of the accused) and the sentence. 

 The victims and the convicted person may appeal an order for reparations. 

 An appeal is decided by five judges of the Appeals Chamber, who are never the same judges as those 
who gave the original verdict. 

 The Appeals Chamber decides whether to uphold the appealed decision, amend it, or reverse it. This is 
thus the final judgment, unless the Appeals Chamber orders a re-trial before the Trial Chamber. 

 Enforcement of sentence 

 Sentences are served in countries that have agreed to enforce ICC sentences. 

 If a verdict of guilt is not upheld, the person may be released. 

 Punishment powers:- 

 The Court cannot impose a death sentence. 

 The maximum sentence is 30 years. 

 However, in extreme cases, the Court may impose a term of life imprisonment. 

 Convicted persons serve their prison sentences in a State designated by the Court from a list of States 
which have indicated to the Court their willingness to accept convicted persons. 

 Complementarity 

 The ICC is intended to complement, not to replace, national criminal systems. It prosecutes cases only 
when States do not are unwilling or unable to do so genuinely. 

 Cooperation 

 As a judicial institution, the ICC does not have its own police force or enforcement body; thus, it relies 
on cooperation with countries worldwide for support, particularly for making arrests, transferring 
arrested persons to the ICC detention centre in The Hague, freezing suspects assets, and enforcing 
sentences. 
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 While not a United Nations organization, the Court has a cooperation agreement with the United 
Nations. When a situation is not within the Court’s jurisdiction, the United Nations Security Council can 
refer the situation to the ICC granting it jurisdiction. This has been done in the situations in Darfur 
(Sudan) and Libya. 

 The ICC actively works to build understanding and cooperation in all regions, for example, through 
seminars and conferences worldwide. The Court cooperates with both States Parties and non-States 
Parties. 

 Jurisdiction 

 The Court may exercise jurisdiction in a situation where genocide, crimes against humanity or war 
crimes were committed on or after 1 July 2002 and: 

 The crimes were committed by a State Party national, or in the territory of a State Party, or in a State 
that has accepted the jurisdiction of the Court; or 

 The crimes were referred to the ICC Prosecutor by the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) pursuant 
to a resolution adopted under chapter VII of the UN charter 

Criticism :- 

 It does not have the capacity to arrest suspects and depends on member states for their cooperation. 

 Critics of the Court argue that there are insufficient checks and balances on the authority of the ICC 
prosecutor and judges and insufficient protection against politicized prosecutions or other abuses. 

 The ICC has been accused of bias and as being a tool of Western imperialism, only punishing leaders from small, 
weak states while ignoring crimes committed by richer and more powerful states.  

 This sentiment has been expressed particularly by African leaders due to an alleged disproportionate focus 
of the Court on Africa, while it claims to have a global mandate 

 Until January 2016, all nine situations which the ICC had been investigating were in African countries. 

 ICC’s prosecutor team takes no account of the roles played by the government in the conflict of Uganda, 
Rwanda or Congo. This led to a flawed investigation, because the ICC did not reach the conclusion of its verdict 
after considering the governments’ position and actions in the conflict. 

 ICC cannot mount successful cases without state cooperation is problematic for several reasons. 

 It means that the ICC acts inconsistently in its selection of cases, is prevented from taking on hard cases and 
loses legitimacy.  It also gives the ICC less deterrent value, as potential perpetrators of war crimes know that 
they can avoid ICC judgment by taking over government and refusing to cooperate. 

 

Q) Discuss the structure, priority areas and various achievements of the Food and 

Agriculture organization. (250 words) 

Reference 

Wikipedia 

Directive word 

Discuss- this is an all-encompassing directive which mandates us to write in detail about the key 
demand of the question. we also have to discuss about the related and important aspects of the 
question in order to bring out a complete picture of the issue in hand. 

Key demand of the question. 

The question wants us to write in detail about the structure of FAO. It also wants us to write in detail 
about the priority areas of FAO and its various programmes and achievements. 
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Structure of the answer 

Introduction- write a few introductory lines about FAO. e.g The Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations that leads international efforts to defeat hunger; 
Its goal is to achieve food security for all and make sure that people have regular access to enough 
high-quality food to lead active, healthy lives. With over 194 member states, FAO works in over 130 
countries worldwide etc. 

Body 

 Discuss the structure of FAO. e.g The agency is directed by the Conference of Member 
Nations, which meets every two years to review the work carried out by the organization 
and to Work and Budget for the next two-year period. The Conference elects a council of 49 
member states (serve three-year rotating terms) that acts as an interim governing body, and 
the Director-General, that heads the agency. FAO is composed of eight departments: 
Agriculture and Consumer Protection, Climate, Biodiversity, Land and Water Department, 
Economic and Social Development, Fisheries and Aquaculture, Forestry, Corporate Services 
and Technical Cooperation and Programme Management. 

 Discuss the priority areas of FAO. e.g Help eliminate hunger, food insecurity and 
malnutrition; Make agriculture, forestry and fisheries more productive and sustainable; 
Reduce rural poverty etc. 

 Discuss the achievements of FAO. e.g FAO and the World Health Organization created the 
Codex Alimentarius Commission in 1961 to develop food standards, guidelines and texts 
such as codes of practice under the Joint FAO/ WHO Food Standards Programme. The main 
aims of the programme are protecting consumer health, ensuring fair trade and promoting 
coordination of all food standards work undertaken by intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations; World Food Summit; International Plant Protection 
Convention etc. 

Conclusion– sum up your discussion in a few lines and form a fair and a balanced conclusion on the 
above issue. 

Background:- 

 Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is specialized agency of the United Nations that leads international 
efforts to defeat hunger. Its goal is to achieve food security for all and make sure that people have regular access 
to enough high-quality food to lead active, healthy lives. 

 With over 194 member states, FAO works in over 130 countries worldwide. We believe that everyone can play a 
part in ending hunger. 

Structure:- 

 The agency is directed by the Conference of Member Nations, which meets every two years to review the work 
carried out by the organization and to Work and Budget for the next two-year period. The Conference elects a 
council of 49 member states (serve three-year rotating terms) that acts as an interim governing body, and the 
Director-General, that heads the agency 

 FAO is composed of eight departments: Agriculture and Consumer Protection, Climate, Biodiversity, Land and 
Water Department, Economic and Social Development, Fisheries and Aquaculture, Forestry, Corporate Services 
and Technical Cooperation and Programme Management. 

Priority areas:- 

 Help eliminate hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition 

 FAO mandate is to support members in their efforts to ensure that people have regular access to enough 
high-quality food. 

 It can help by supporting policies and political commitments that promote food security and good nutrition 
and by making sure that up-to-date information about hunger and malnutrition challenges and solutions is 
available and accessible. 
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 Make agriculture, forestry and fisheries more productive and sustainable 

 FAO must ensure that increased productivity does not only benefit the few, and that the natural resource 
base can provide services (pollination, nutrient cycling in soils, quality water, etc.) that enhance 
sustainability 

 Reduce rural poverty 

 Rural poverty remains widespread especially in South Asia and Africa. These regions have also seen least 
progress in improving rural livelihoods. 

 FAO strives to help smallholders improve farm productivity whilst aiming to also increase off-farm 
employment opportunities and, through social protection, find better ways for rural populations to manage 
and cope with risks in their environments . 

 Enable inclusive and efficient agricultural and food systems 

 With increasing globalization, agriculture as an independent sector will cease to exist, becoming instead, 
just one part of an integrated value chain. This poses a huge challenge for smallholder farmers and 
agricultural producers in many developing countries where even the most economically valid smallholders 
can easily be excluded from important parts of the value chain. 

 Increasing their participation in food and agricultural systems is critical to achieving FAO’s goal of a world 
without hunger. 

 Increase the resilience of livelihoods to threats and crises 

 FAO’s mission is to help countries govern, prevent and mitigate risks and crises and support them in 
preparing and responding to disasters. 

Achievements:- 

 CODEX:- 

 FAO and the World Health Organization created the Codex Alimentarius Commission in 1961 to develop 
food standards, guidelines and texts such as codes of practice under the Joint FAO/ WHO Food Standards 
Programme. 

 The main aims of the programme are protecting consumer health, ensuring fair trade and promoting co-
ordination of all food standards work undertaken by intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations. 

 World food summit :- 

 In 1996, FAO organized the World Food Summit, attended by 112 Heads or Deputy Heads of State and 
Government. The Summit concluded with the signing of the Rome Declaration, which established the goal 
of halving the number of people who suffer from hunger by the year 2015 

 TeleFood:- 

 In 1997, FAO launched TeleFood, a campaign of concerts, sporting events and other activities to harness the 
power of media, celebrities and concerned citizens to help fight hunger. Since its start, the campaign has 
generated close to US$28 million, €15 million in donations. 

 FAO Goodwill Ambassadors Programme 

 The FAO Goodwill Ambassadors Programme was initiated in 1999. The main purpose of the programme is 
to attract public and media attention to the unacceptable situation that some 1 billion people continue to 
suffer from chronic hunger and malnutrition in a time of unprecedented plenty. 

 Right to Food Guidelines 

 In 2004 the Right to Food Guidelines were adopted, offering guidance to states on how to implement their 
obligations on the right to food. 
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 Response to food crisis 

 In December 2007, FAO launched its Initiative on Soaring Food Prices to help small producers raise their 
output and earn more. 

 Under the initiative, FAO contributed to the work of the UN High-Level Task Force on the Global Food Crisis, 
which produced the Comprehensive Framework for Action. 

 FAO has carried out projects in over 25 countries and inter-agency missions in nearly 60, scaled up its 
monitoring through the Global Information and Early Warning System on Food and Agriculture, provided 
policy advice to governments while supporting their efforts to increase food production, and advocated for 
more investment in agriculture.  

 Food security programmes 

 The Special Programme for Food Security is FAO’s flagship initiative for reaching the goal of halving the 
number of hungry in the world by 2015 as part of its commitment to the Millennium Development Goals. 

 Through projects in over 100 countries worldwide, the programme promotes effective, tangible solutions to 
the elimination of hunger, undernourishment and poverty.  

 Online campaign against hunger 

 The 1billionhungry project became the Ending Hunger campaign in April 2011. Spearheaded by FAO in 
partnership with other UN agencies and private nonprofit groups, the Ending Hunger movement pushes the 
boundaries of conventional public advocacy. 

 International Plant Protection Convention 

 FAO created the International Plant Protection Convention or IPPC in 1952. This international treaty 
organization works to prevent the international spread of pests and plant diseases in both cultivated and 
wild plants. 

 Among its functions are the maintenance of lists of plant pests, tracking of pest outbreaks, and coordination 
of technical assistance between member nations. As of July 2018, 183 contracting parties have ratified the 
treaty. 

 Alliance Against Hunger and Malnutrition 

 Alliance Against Hunger and Malnutrition (AAHM) aims to address how countries and organizations can be 
more effective in advocating and carrying out actions to address hunger and malnutrition. 

 Integrated pest management 

 During the 1990s, FAO took a leading role in the promotion of integrated pest management for rice 
production in Asia. Hundreds of thousands of farmers were trained using an approach known as the Farmer 
Field School (FFS). 

 Transboundary pests and diseases 

 FAO established an Emergency Prevention System for Transboundary Animal and Plant Pests and Diseases 
in 1994, focusing on the control of diseases like rinderpest, foot-and-mouth disease and avian flu by helping 
governments coordinate their responses.  

 Statistics 

 The FAO Statistical Division produces FAOSTAT, which offers free and easy access to data for 245 countries 
and 35 regional areas from 1961 through the most recent year available. 

 FAO is both a global clearinghouse for information on forests and forest resources and a facilitator that helps 
build countries’ local capacity to provide their own national forest data.  

 Animal genetic resources:- 

 FAO has a unit focused on Animal Genetic Resources. FAO assists countries in implementation of the Global 
Plan of Action for Animal Genetic Resources. FAO supports a variety of ex situ and in situ conservation 
strategies including cryo conservation of animal genetic resources. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com  166 www.insightsias.com  

SECURE SYNOPSIS 
 

 Investment in agriculture 

 FAO’s technical cooperation department hosts an Investment Centre that promotes greater investment in 
agriculture and rural development by helping developing countries identify and formulate sustainable 
agricultural policies, programmes and projects. 
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