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General Studies – 3; Topic: Conservation 
 

Global Tiger Conservation 
 

1) Introduction 

 The world celebrated Global Tiger Day on July 29.  

 This is an opportunity to take stock of the status of the tigers in the wild. 

 Tiger conservation involves attempts to prevent the animal from becoming extinct and preserving 
its natural habitat. 
 

2) Centrality of Tiger Agenda 

 The centrality of tiger agenda is an ecological necessity for the sustainability of our environment. 

 An umbrella species, the tiger signifies the health of the ecosystem services which support life on 
the planet. 

 The carbon locked up in tiger forests provide a great adaptation to the threats of climate change. 

 The aesthetic, ethical and cultural values of tigers are the critical factors for saving tigers. 
 

3) International Efforts 

 At the St. Petersburg Tiger Summit in 2010, leaders of 13 tiger range countries resolved to double 
its number in the wild, with a popular slogan ‘T X 2’.  

 The Global Tiger Initiative (GTI) program of the World Bank brought global partners together to 
strengthen the tiger agenda. 

 Over the years, the initiative has institutionalised as a separate entity in the form of the Global 
Tiger Initiative Council (GTIC) with Global Tiger Forum as one of its arm.  

 The Global Tiger Forum (GTF), is the only inter-governmental platform of tiger range countries since 
1993, consolidating Tiger Action Plans of the range countries.  

 GTF has forged viable partnerships with several like-minded organizations in India and abroad — 
IUCN, WWF, WCT, WII, IIFM, IFAW, WTI, WCS, USAID, World Bank, Clemson University.   

 All tiger range countries have a tiger agenda based on a National Action Plan. 

 They share certain overarching common issues of concern such as poaching and habitat loss. 

 Curbing wildlife trade through international agreements like Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). 

 NGO such as Trade Records Analysis of Flora and Fauna in Commerce (TRAFFIC) assist member 
states with the implementation of CITES. 

 Several initiatives are underway to handhold range countries in their efforts to do more for the wild 
tiger, especially in South and South-East Asia. 

 A special High-Altitude project is ongoing with the IUCN’s support for appraisal of tiger status in 
High Altitude Ecosystems of South Asia. 
 

4) India's Efforts 

 India has more than 70% of the world’s wild tigers. 

 India is in a leadership position on the tiger front globally.  

 The Project Tiger, launched in 1973, has grown to more than 50 reserves amounting to almost 2.2% 
of the country’s geographical area. 

 A few months ago, the first successful inter-state translocation of a pair of tigers was carried out 
from tiger reserves in Madhya Pradesh to Satkosia in Odisha. 
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 The 2018 All India Tiger Estimation is currently underway and is said to be the world’s largest 
wildlife survey in terms of “coverage, intensity of sampling and quantum of camera trapping.” 

 The initiatives are many 
a. Enabling provisions for tiger in the national legislation. 
b. Creation of National Tiger Conservation Authority. 
c. Stepping up allocation for the tiger. 
d. Increase in Project Tiger coverage. 
e. Modern protocol for field monitoring: Monitoring System for Tigers - Intensive Protection and 

Ecological Status (M-STrIPES). 
f. Year-round monitoring of tiger and prey. 
g. Bilateral pacts with neighbours. 
h. Founder member of GTF and ongoing collaboration. 
i.  Online database of tiger crime. 
j. Strict adherence to guidelines for responsible ecotourism in tiger reserves. 

 
5) Concerns / Challenges 

 The global status of tiger continues to be a concern. 

 We are a long way from achieving the ambitious target set in 2010 of doubling the global tiger 
numbers by 2022. 

 All the range countries face the challenge to balance the interests of conservation and 
development. 

 Four categories emerge in the context of tiger presence and status across the range countries: 
forest with no tiger or prey, forest with few tigers and abnormal sex-ratio, empty forests, and 
impoverished land mass devoid of forest with habitat values. 

 There is little convergence and conversation. 

 Business as usual and working in silos continue. 

 The age-old concept of GDP continues to dominate with negligible green accounting. 

 Carbon trading hardly has kick-started in tiger range countries, where it is required most.  

 The limitations of Environmental Kuznet curve, has not fostered advancement of green 
development with less polluting technology to save tiger forests. 

 Over the past few years, instances of tigers travelling hundreds of kilometres looking for territory 
have come to the fore. 

 There is a 29% frontline staff vacancy against sanctioned posts in the tiger reserves of India. 
 

6) Way Forward 

 The tiger is a collective responsibility of all stakeholders and it cannot be left to the forest staff 
alone. 

 A right balance between conservation and development can secure its future. 

 We need country-specific differentiated approaches. 

 International engagements between border countries are important to address the threat of 
trafficking. 

 Lot more needs to be done to achieve ‘T X 2’. 

 The momentum generated through national actions and global support must sustain in the face of 
economic growth agenda of the tiger range countries.  

 The Key Performance Indicators of the ongoing Global Tiger Recovery Program need adequate 
resources and more commitment.  
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 Donors with green mission need to support regional projects for reducing the threat of trafficking. 

 The tiger’s survival needs to be viewed at the landscape scale. 

 This calls for multi-stake engagement fostered by the system and civil society. 

 A citizen’s charter is needed for green development within sustainable tiger landscapes.  

 Our planet needs ‘Tiger Champions’ and it is the right time to look forward on the occasion of 
Global Tiger Day. 

 
 


