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General Studies Paper - I
TOPIC: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from
ancient to modern times ;
Q) Discuss critically the role played by Archeological Survey of India (ASI) in preserving India’s
art and architecture. Examine whether Apni Dharohar scheme should be extended to all World
Heritage sites in India? (250 words)
Reference
Why this question
The first part of the question demands us to critically analyze the role of ASI in maintaining and
preserving the monuments of historical significance in India. Here the hits and misses of the role of
ASI is to be brought out along with our own view on the significance and efficacy of ASI’s role. In the
second part, we have to examine apni dharohar scheme, the discoloration of Taj Mahal and whether
entrusting private parties with upkeep of world heritage site makes more sense.
Directive word
Discuss critically – The role of ASI has to be discussed. Since critically is suffixed, we need to provide
our stand based on balanced arguments on how successfully ASI has played it’s mandated role.
Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic, get into details,
and find out the causes or implications if any .
Structure of the answer
Introduction – Mention in brief about ASI, SC’s observation on the role of ASI which has brought this
topic in news.
Body


Discuss the role and functions of ASI



Discuss how successful ASI has been in fulfilling those roles and functions. Provide your view here



Explain apni dharohar scheme



Examine whether the upkeep of UNESCO world Heritage sites should be entrusted to private
players in view of Taj experience. Provide both pros and cons of taking such a step.

Conclusion – Highlight the importance of preserving our heritage and the summary of your view on
how it should be preserved based in your arguments above.
Background:

Recently Supreme Court (SC) came down heavily on the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) for its failure to take
appropriate steps to protect and preserve of the iconic Taj Mahal. In this context there is a need to analyse the
role of archeological survey of India.

Archeological survey of India:

Archaeological Survey of India is an attached office of department of Culture with headquarters in New Delhi. It
has 24 regional Circles and 5 Regional Directorates.



Its main functions are


preservation, conservation and environmental development of centrally protected monuments and sites,
including World Heritage Monuments and antiquities



maintenance of gardens & development of new gardens surrounding centrally protected monuments and
sites



exploration and excavation of ancient sites
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specialized study of inscription and various phases of Indian architecture



maintenance of Archaeological site Museums



Operation of the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act



Research and Training in different areas of Archaeology

Role played by archeological survey of India :

ASI had made the following contributions:

Discoveries of existence of Harappan culture in places such as Kalibangan in Rajasthan and Dholavira in
Gujarat



Excavations at Buddhist sites in Kanaganhali in Karnataka and Boxanagar in Tripura



Salvage operations at Nagarjunakonda, Andhra Pradesh, and conservation efforts in Hampi, Karnataka, are
some of its remarkable projects.



The ASI protects 3,677 monuments and has copied more than 74,000 inscriptions.



It has shaped the discipline of archaeology, history and heritage conservation in the country through these
significant contributions.

Criticism:



Plagued by funds crunch :

Art and culture received only a meagre 0.16 per cent of the total Central Plan of the government in the
Eleventh Five-Year plan allocation. As a result, the Ministry of Culture, which the ASI is a part of, received
only a fraction of what it needed.



This would neither help expand the investigation of the unexplored historical landscape nor lead to greater
investment in archaeological science.

The casual approach to publication of reports also reflects the declining importance of excavation.




ASI spends less than one per cent of its total expenditure on excavations. As a result, it has not been be able
to take up explorations in the manner and scale it has to.

Incompetence:

Negligence has characterised the conservation efforts of most historical structures in the country, many of
which are in advanced stages of decay and a few others lost forever.



State apathy:-



The CAG pointed to connivance by ASI officials as well. As the files of the ASI reveal, there are also numerous
instances where politicians have proactively protected those who have illegally occupied the prohibited zone
around monuments.



Despite all this, the fact remains that the ASI has not institutionally innovated to meet emerging challenges.

Apni darohar apni pehchan project:

Adopt a heritage: Apni Dharohar, Apni Pehchaan is a collaborative effort among the tourism ministry, culture
ministry, Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), states and union territories.



It aims to involve companies to take up the responsibility for making our heritage and tourism more sustainable
through development, operation, and maintenance of world class tourist infrastructure and amenities at
ASI/state heritage sites and other important tourist sites in India.



Monument mitras are picked through a ‘vision bidding’ process in which those with the best plan for the heritage
sites are chosen.


It is part of responsible tourism where the ‘Monument Mitra’ essentially spends his CSR funds for upkeep
and maintenance etc., and gets limited visibility.
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The project primarily focusses on providing basic amenities that includes cleanliness, public conveniences,
drinking water, ease of access for differently abled and senior citizens, standardized signage.



‘The Adopt a Heritage’ is essentially a non-revenue generating project

The project should be extended to all world heritage sites because:





Tourism:

Adopt a Heritage project is meant to address the challenges that the Archaeological Survey of India and
other government bodies are facing in operating tourism infrastructure at heritage sites.



By allowing private players to build, operate and maintain “tourist-friendly” and “world class amenities at
these sites, the expectation is that the project will boost domestic and international tourism.

Preserving monuments:

Aga khan trust success on Humayun’s Tomb led to restoration of large number of adjoining monuments



IT giant Infosys Ltd is also involved in restore monuments and organizing cultural shows in south India. In
2016, Infosys Foundation restored Somanatheswara temple complex in Karnataka’s Lakshmeshwara and
around Rs 5 crore were spent over last four years.

Even in many countries conservation has improved when private entities were involved .

Concerns:

Experts believe the government needs to tread with extreme caution as monuments can be exploited in this
manner



Private companies are concerned about their revenues, and they don’t know much about conservation work. So
the responsibility of the state increases in terms of supervising these companies closely.

Way forward:

Every school must have age-group heritage clubs which will look at the built, natural and cultural of heritage of
the district it is in through lectures, field trips and exhibitions.



Humanities must be a compulsory subject in undergraduate education



Research into and documentation of lost or vanishing heritage (particularly into building materials, techniques
etc.) and of the State’s historical past must be encouraged in higher educational institutions through liberal
funding.



The government should enhance funding and confer the status of a scientific institution on the ASI to meet its
special needs.



For its part, the ASI should decentralise and make its five regional directorates autonomous. They in turn, with
active participation of local governments, should unravel more of the hidden past and protect them better.

Conclusion:

Instead of allowing continued defacing and desecration of Indian heritage, one should encourage the Monument
Mitra Programme and hope more and more companies come forward to save and salvage our collective national
inheritance.

Q) A close analysis of art and culture of medieval India points to the cultural syncretism, which
has been a distinguishing feature of Indian society and polity. Examine. (250 words)
Indian Express
Why this question
The recognition of the importance of upholding the core value of Indian state ie unity in diversity is
a core concern today. An analysis of the art and culture of medieval India will go well to show that
the society and polity of India has always been inclusive and should continue to be so.
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Key demand of the question
Following points are to be highlighted in your answer


What do you mean by cultural syncretism in society and polity



How does literature, religion, art and architecture , music of the time imbibe the ideal of
syncretism to present an organic whole

Directive word
Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic, get into details,
and find out the causes or implications if any . You are required to discuss the main points discussed
above.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – Highlight the need of revising the lesson of unity in diversity in the present situation
where caste, religion and gender based violence are being highlighted more.
Body


Mention the one core value of India which had remained constant through time – unity in
diversity as a result of cultural syncretism



Highlight the presence of this value in medieval India – give examples from social situation to
the effort made by Mughal rulers to introduce secular laws



Examine the art and culture of the era to support this argument



Literature – system of administration in Ain I Akbar



Literature of bhakti and Sufi saints



Religion – bhakti and Sufi movements



Architecture – Indo Islamic style



Painting – intermingling of provincial and royal school

Etc
Conclusion – Highlight the need of continuing with this tradition of cultural syncretism for it leads to
enrichment of our culture like it happened in medieval times.
Background:

The current narrative of intolerance and mutual distrust can only be wiped out if the interactive cultural and
literary history of medieval India is put together

Cultural syncretism is a distinguishing feature of Indian society and polity of Medieval period:

Medieval period India witnessed a creative synthesis of Hindu and Islamic civilizations and thus grew a composite
tradition, a pluralistic synthesis of the Indo-Islamic tradition including inter-faith convergence.






There are two interrelated dimensions of the Indo-Islamic tradition. On the one hand, it manifested itself in
syncretistic traditions of music, art, literature and architecture, and on the other, it found expression in
folklore, dress patterns, food habits, names and surnames.

Indian culture is synthetic in character:

It comprehends ideas of different orders.



It embraces in its orbit beliefs, customs, rites, institutions, arts, religions and philosophies belonging to
society in different stages of development.

It eternally seeks to find a unity for the heterogeneous elements which make up its totality.
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State craft:



This was reflected, among other things, in the composition of the Mughul governing class where by
1707, the Rajputs and other Hindus came to have a share in the resources as well as positions of
authority within the state roughly to the extent of a third of those available.

Political Rule:

Same like mughals was the policy in the Deccan kingdoms where in the philosophy of governance the
necessity of a pragmatic approach towards the subjects of the state prevailed. Very little differentiation
was made between the Hindus and the Muslims so far as the affairs of the state were concerned.



While religious communities, and caste sections within each, lived in segments, compulsions of daily life led to
normal cooperation. A study of the pre-Moghul period has observed that it was somewhat difficult to distinguish
the lower classes of Muslims from the masses of Hindus and that even in the case of conversions the average
Muslim did not change his environment which was deeply influenced by caste distinctions and a general social
exclusiveness.



Paintings:-





Same was the case with painting in which the refined Persian style was combined with the lively vision of
Indian artists.



The Hindu art of mural painting underwent a remarkable change with the arrival of the Mughals.



The themes of the paintings were varied and often focused on religion and mythology.



Though Rajput school was indigenous by nature, after coming in contact with Muslim painting it was
completely transformed and gave birth to Kangra School of painting in the 18th century.

Literature:

The cultural intermingling in Persian and Sanskrit literatures was a characteristic of the age and has been
dwelt upon by scholars.



Abul Faizi and Allama Abul Fazal had rendered the Bhagwad Gita in Persian.



From Akbar’s reign to the middle of the 19th Century, Ramayan was rendered into Persian more than 50
times.



“Yoga-Vasisth” was translated into Persian more than 15 times, and 80 manuscript copies are referred to by
the compiler.



Almost all the fundamental works of India on history, archaeology, religion, mysticism culture fiction art,
science etc. were rendered into or adopted in Persian.



Whatever happened in the medieval India was not just peaceful co-existence, it was heartfelt and organised
cooperation of Hindu and Muslims



Bhakti and Sufi movements:

Their teachings had an impact on the development of local languages.



The two trends imbibed each other’s thoughts, traditions and customs.



Both minimized the differences and distinctions between the Hindus and the Muslims and promoted mutual
understanding and had a perceptible impact in the cultural domain.

Q) Ancient Indian science and philosophies had several real achievements. Discuss and
thereafter, critically analyze the recently undertaken NCERT textbook review? (250 words)
Timesofindia
Financial express
Indian express
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Why this question
The recent changes brought about in NCERT textbooks have put greater emphasis on enhancing our
knowledge and understanding of the science and philosophies of ancient India. Ancient Indian
science and philosophy was very rich and Weber had said that we would be ignoring Indian school
of thought reflects the paucity of the west (albeit in context of political philosophy). In this context,
discussion on the contribution made by ancient Indian knowledge and whether or not the move to
change syllabus of NCERT books is required.
Key demand of the question
The question expects us to initially bring out the major contributions of the philosophy and science
of ancient India. We are also expected to discuss whether the textbook changes are justified. For
this, we have to first mention the changes and thereafter analyze the causes and the impact behind
such changes and whether it is justified.
Directive word
Discuss – Highlight the achievements of the science and philosophies of ancient India.
Critically analyze – Thereafter discuss the changes made, examine the causes behind making those
changes, examine whether the changes are required at those levels, whether it is part of propaganda
or would enable students to be more appreciative of our ancient history. At the end, it own view on
the changes have to be provided
Structure of the answer
Introduction – Highlight the reason behind this question. NCERT changes as well as frequent
reference to our glorious past, need to learn ehat actually are their achievements.
Body


Highlight the advancement made in the field of medical science, astronomy, Mathematics,
metaphysical aspects etc



In the next part of our answer compare and contrast the above point with the changes made in
NCERT textbooks



Analyze the benefits that reading about the achievements would have for the students.



Present your view on the changes made

Examine – Summarize the latter part of the argument and present your view on NCERT textbook
revision.
Background :

Recently NCERT has made roughly 1300 changes, which include additions, correction and data update, in its 182
textbooks. This is the first comprehensive review of NCERT textbooks after the National Curriculum Framework
was drafted in 2005. Ancient Indian knowledge, tradition and practices now find more space in the new NCERT
textbooks.

Achievements of ancient science and technology:

Mathematics:

Mathematics emerged as the single largest contribution of India to the world of science.



Around possibly 500 BC, the Jyotish Vedanga used sophisticated methods of calculation to fix the position
of the new and full moon and other astronomical inferences. A group of 16 sutras or word formulae were
used widely in Vedic times to solve arithmetic and algebraic problems.



Aryabhata I, for instance, had calculated that the earth revolves around the sun about a thousand years
before Galileo was persecuted for the same claim. It is well known that the concept of the zero, called the
shunya, and the decimal system, originated in India, and reached the West through the Arabs.
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Brahmagupta (6th century), Mahavira (9th century) and Bhaskara (12th century), made groundbreaking
contributions to the development and elaboration of mathematical concepts.



Fibonacci numbers and their sequence first appear in Indian mathematics as matrameru mentioned by
Pingala in connection with the Sanskrit tradition of prosody.



Binary numbers is the basic language in which computer programs are written. Binary basically refers to a
set of two numbers, 1 and 0, the combinations of which are called bits and bytes. The binary number system
was first described by the Vedic scholar Pingala, in his book chandahsastra.

Physics:



Chemistry:









Wootz steelis a crucible steel characterized by a pattern of bands Produced by the Tamils of the Chera
Dynasty, the finest steel of the ancient world was made by heating black magnetite ore in the presence of
carbon in a sealed clay crucible kept inside a charcoal furnace.



India was the first to smelt zinc by the distillation process, an advanced technique derived from a long
experience of ancient alchemy.

Medicine:

Written by Sushruta in 6th Century BC, Sushruta samhitha is considered to be one of the most
comprehensive textbooks on ancient surgery. The text mentions various illnesses, plants, preparations and
cures along with complex techniques of plastic surgery. The Sushruta samhitha’s most well-known
contribution to plastic surgery is the reconstruction of the nose, known also as rhinoplasty.



Charaka authored a foundational text, Charaka samhitha on the ancient science of Ayurveda. Referred to as
the Father of Indian Medicine, Charaka was was the first physician to present the concept of digestion,
metabolism and immunity in his book.

Defence:The first iron-cased rockets were developed in the 1780s by Tipu Sultan of Mysore who successfully used
these rockets against the larger forces of the British East India Company during the Anglo-Mysore Wars.

Civil engineering & architecture:



One of the notable scientists of the ancient India was Kanad who is said to have devised the atomic theory
centuries before John Dalton was born.

Technology:-




Scholars believe that the Indus Valley Civilisation, that flourished 2,500 years before the Christian era, used
a system of weights and measures based on an awareness of the decimal system. It is clear too that the
cities of this civilisation could not have been built without knowledge of simple geometry..

The discovery of urban settlements of Mohenjodaro and Harappa indicate existence of civil engineering &
architecture, which blossomed to a highly precise science of civil engineering and architecture and found
expression in innumerable monuments of ancient India.

Shipbuilding& navigation :

Sanskrit and Pali texts have several references to maritime activity by ancient Indians

Recent NCERT review:

The NCERT textbooks for history, geography, science, English and political science from class 6 to 10 have been
revised to provide greater space to knowledge and philosophies from ancient India.



NCERT will work on giving students a better understanding of Bharat and its “glorious past”.



There was an increasing demand for changes due to changing technology trends, new demands of education etc.
The updates will take care of old statistics, economic data, etc, while the additions will introduce topics like
demonetisation, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao and Swachhta.
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Changes made:

Revised History books include chapters on six schools of India philosophy: Vaishesika, Nyaya, Samkhya, Yoga,
Purva Mimansa and Vedanta or Uttara Mimansa. These are believed to have been founded by sages Konada,
Gotama, Kapila, Patanjali, Jaimini and Vyasa.



It also contains chapters on Ayurveda which includes findings and teachings of Sushrut and Charaka. They include
elaborate chapters on ancient surgical procedures and medicine which laid the foundation for the modern
surgery.



The Geography books include much detailed descriptions on the finding of Aryabhatta, which includes his
research on earth’s diameter, solar and lunar eclipse.



Lessons on Yoga has been included.



Books meant for students of Classes 6 to 10 carry new or additional information on ancient Indian philosophy,
ayurveda, yoga, teachings of Upanishads and smritis and scientific achievements of ancient India in areas such as
astronomy and metallurgy.

It’s a good move:

Books carry new/additional information on ancient Indian philosophy, ayurveda, yoga, and scientific knowledge
believed to have been prevalent in the period. This makes students understand their past better.



Studying about different ancient Indian philosophies will no doubt impart a new perspective.

Criticism:

It isn’t quite clear how some additions benefit students for instance the class 8 science textbook mentions that
“According to ancient mythology the seven sages who form the Saptarshi (the constellation Ursa Major), preserve
the eternal knowledge of Vedas and explain it to people in every new age.”



The revision is not in sync with the government’s goal of reducing curriculum burden to the students



Questions are raised whether students at the primary and secondary levels really need to be taught the history
of science in India as part of their science education.



Experts criticised that Rajasthan, Gujarat, Haryana, and Maharashtra, tweaked school books in a way that
triggered opposition allegations that these governments were trying to saffronise education.

Way forward:

Indian education system needs reforms where the students need to contribute to the development of the nation
further and not be separated by intrinsic differences which are more visible these days.

TOPIC: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the
present- significant events, personalities, issues.
Q) Gandhi’s decision to withdraw from Civil Disobedience Movement and participate in second
round table conference was controversial. Examine the controversies that arose as a result of
Delhi Pact? (250 words)
From Plassey to Partition : page 320
Key demand of the question
The question asks us to examine the controversies that emerged out of Gandhi Irwin Pact. We have
to mention the controversies, examine the causes of the controversies and assess whether the
controversies made sense
Directive word
Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic, get into details,
and find out the causes or implications if any . In the case of above question, you have to discuss the
issues as discussed above.
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Structure of the answer
Introduction – Discuss the contents of the Delhi pact and mention the controversies that it caused
such as


Decision to withdraw was taken under bourgeoisie pressures



Several leaders like Nehru, Bose etc were dissatisfied with the decision to withdraw the
movement

Body


Examine the controversies one by one. First of all, examine the claim that the decision to
withdraw was taken under bourgeoisie pressures.



Mention the reason why this controversy arose



Examine whether the capitalist class presented a unified front and whether Congress was
actually concerned with their worries



Examine the controversy that Congress’s withdrawal signalled defeat



Mention that similar things had happened post chauri chairs



Mention that people’s capacity for protest is limited



Mention the use of superior force by British



Etc



Highlight the actual impact and significance of Delhi pact and the reasons behind aggreing to
participate in RTC

Conclusion – mention your point of view on Delhi pact by summarising your answer.
Background :

Gandhi described his 11 points as being very simple but vital needs of India which would fill out the word
Independence and give it meaning to ordinary people.



The 11 points combined such issues of general interest as 50% cuts in army expenses and civil service salaries,
total prohibition, release of political prisoners with specific bourgeois demands such as the lowering of the rupeesterling exchange ratio ,textile protection and reservation of coastal shipping for Indians and basically agrarian
themes including a 50% cut in land revenue and abolition of the salt tax and government salt monopoly.



This came as a surprise to many and was considered as acting under bourgeoise pressure and even some of the
leaders of congress were not entirely supportive of this move.

Why was withdrawing of the movement controversial:

The philosophical content of his civil disobedience movement was anathema not only to the British authorities
but also to the majority of the Congress who were taken by surprise, for instance, by his formulation of 11 points
before the mass campaign was launched.



Bourgeoise pressure

Subhash Bose felt that Gandhi’s formulation was intended to placate some of the big business groups who
might have been alarmed by some of the Lahore resolutions.



Gandhi had indeed assured businessmen that he would take no hasty step in inaugurating the civil
disobedience movement.



Also the proposal gave Gandhi the basis on which he could sound the Government later on compromise
possibilities. Nehru felt exasperated that Gandhi’s list of obvious social and political reforms had taken the
place of independence.
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Congress leaders reactions:

Gandhi’s peace talks with Irwin leading to the truce took the left wing and the conservatives within the
Congress equally by surprise. The abrupt brake applied on the increasing momentum of the norevenue/notax campaigns in Gujarat and UP caused dismay to both Patel and Nehru and both had to be persuaded by
Gandhi to accept the terms of the truce.



Seeing the angry reaction of the people against the arrest of Congress leaders, Lord Irwin made a pact with
Gandhiji that if the Civil Disobedience movement would be called off, then the political prisoners would be
released. Hence Gandhiji decided to call off the movement.



The sudden withdrawal of movement was similar to Chauri Chaura incident of non cooperation movement as
masses were mobilised well and were actively participating in movements .



Gandhi was of the idea that continuous moss movement cannot be sustainable.

Reasons why Gandhi went to second round table conference:

After the conclusion of the First Round Table Conference, the British government realized that the cooperation
of the Indian National Congress was necessary for further advancement in the making of the Indian constitution.
Thus Lord Irwin extended an invitation to Gandhi for talks.



Gandhi agreed to end the Civil Disobedience Movement without laying down any preconditions.



The agreement between Gandhi and Irwin was signed in1931. Following are the salient points of this agreement:





The Congress would discontinue the Civil Disobedience Movement.



The Congress would participate in the Round Table Conference.

In return British accepted the following:

Political prisoners not convicted for violence should be immediately released



The Government expressed its approval of the encouragement of Indian’s industries.

What are the controversies that arose as a result of the Delhi pact?


Many felt unhappy that Gandhi stopped his movement when the people were in high spirit of victory and while
the Government stood demoralized. Gandhi gave his logic that the nation had suffered to a great extent and
needed an interval to fight the next phase of the struggle with more vigour and vitality.



Lord Irwin was succeeded by Willington who was unlike Irwin very rigid and ignored many provisions of the
Gandhi-Irwin Pact.


The Viceroy, Lord Willingdon, in the absence of Gandhiji, adopted the policy of repression, the Gandhi-Irwin
Pact was violated and the Viceroy took to the suppression of the INC.



Gandhiji failed to convince the Government that Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev also should be considered
as the political prisoners and must be released



The Second Round Table Conference in London which Gandhiji attended with Sarojini Naidu, proved to be futile
as the British did not honour their demands.

Conclusion:

Despite criticism Delhi pact is one of the important landmark moment in Indian history as it was for the first time
that Indians were put on an equal front with Britishers.

Q) The main purpose of regulating acts was to absorb wealth from the banks of ganges and
deposit it on the banks of Thames. Evaluate. (250 words)
Key demand of the question
The main focus of the question is on understanding how the economic exploitation of India was
carried through the provisions of the regulating act.
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Directive word
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences. You have to appraise the worth
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – explain the regulating acts, the purpose they were designed for and other details
Body


Explain the views of scholars like dada bhai Naoroji etc who had explained how British policies
were designed to exacerbate economic exploitation of India.



Mention the provisions of the regulating acts which led to economic exploitation of India



Mention facts and figures of trade like export and import data, share of India in world trade in
general and textile trade in particular, absence of industries in India etc

Conclusion – Mention your view on the veracity of the above statement
Background:



The administrative policy of the Company underwent frequent changes during the long period between 1751 and
1857. However, the regulatory acts never lost sight of its main objects which were:

To increase the Company’s profits.



To enhance the profitability of its Indian possessions to Britain.



To maintain and strengthen the British hold over India.

The Regulatory acts were designed and developed to serve these ends. The main emphasis in this respect was
placed on the maintenance of law and order so that trade with India and exploitation of its resources could be
carried out without disturbance.

Main intention was exploitation:

Provisions of regulatory acts which show economic exploitation of India in favour of British



Regulating Act of 1773







The first important parliamentary act regarding the Company’s affairs was the Regulating Act of 1773.



The Company remained extremely vulnerable to the attacks of its enemies as the administration of its Indian
possessions continued to be corrupt, oppressive, and economically disastrous.

Pitts India act :

With the Pitt’s Act, a new phase of the British conquest began in India. While the East India Company became
the instrument of British national policy, India was to be made to serve the interests of all sections of the
ruling classes of Britain.



The Company having saved its monopoly of the Indian and Chinese trade was satisfied

Charter Act of 1813:



By the Charter Act of 1813, the trade monopoly of the Company in India was ended and trade with India
was thrown open to all British subjects.

Charter Act of 1833:

The Charter Act of 1833 brought the Company’s monopoly of tea trade and trade with China to an end. At
the same time, the debts of the Company were taken over by the Government of India, which was also to
pay its shareholders a 10.5 per cent dividend on their capital.



The Government of India continued to be run by the Company under the strict control of the Board of
Control.



India was to be made to bear the full cost of its own conquest as well as of the foreign rule.
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British imposed a policy of one way free trade on India after 1813 and the invasion of British manufactures,
in particular cotton textiles, immediately followed.

Impact:

Totally disrupted the traditional structure of the Indian economy.



Ruin of Artisans and Craftsmen:

There was a sudden and quick collapse of the urban handicrafts industry. This collapse was caused
largely by competition with the cheaper imported machine made goods from Britain.



The railways enabled British manufactures to reach and uproot the traditional industries in the remotest
villages of the country.



The high import duties and other restrictions imposed on the import of Indian goods into Britain and Europe
during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, combined with the development of modern manufacturing
industries in Britain led to the virtual closing of European markets to Indian manufacturers after 1820.



British conquest led to the de-industrialisation of the country and increased dependence of the people on
agriculture. Increasing pressure on agriculture was one of the major causes of the extreme poverty in India
under British rule.


Yet as the British cotton industry underwent a technological revolution during the late 18th to early
19th centuries, the Indian industry stagnated and deindustrialized.



India also underwent a period of deindustrialization in the latter half of the 18th century as an indirect
outcome of the collapse of the Mughal Empire.



In fact, India now became an agricultural colony of manufacturing Britain which needed it as a source of
raw materials for its industries.



During the years of the British Raj, from 1858 to 1947. During this period, the Indian economy essentially
remained stagnant, growing at the same rate (1.2%) as the population.






India’s share of world income collapsed from 22.6% in 1700, almost equal to Europe’s share of 23.3%
at that time, to as low as 3.8% in 1952. Indeed, at the beginning of the 20th century, “the brightest
jewel in the British Crown” was the poorest country in the world in terms of per capita income.

During the period between 1757-1813 the east India company used its political power to monopolize trade
and dictate terms to traders of Bengal.


Imposition of inflated prices of goods led to buccaneering capitalism whereby wealth flowed out of
barell of the a British trader’s gun



Revenues of Bengal were used to finance exports to England.

In the period between 1813-1858 India was exploited as a market for British goods.


Act of 1813 allowed one way trade for the British as a result the Indian markets flooded with cheap and
machine made imports. Indian traders lost foreign as well as home market. Also Indians were forced to
export raw material and import finished goods



Dadabhai nouroji criticised that the company servants extorted fortuned from rulers, zamindars,
merchants and common man



Hefty interests were paid to British investors



Home charges or cost of salaries and pensions of the company officials in India were paid from the
treasury of India.



Stunted the growth of Indian enterprise and checked and retarded capital formation in India.



India was kept as a zone of free trade without allowing it to develop the ability to compete.
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Q) Indian constitution and the laws critical to administration of country borrow heavily from
the various British provisions and Acts introduced in 19th and 20th century by the British.
Analyse. (250 words)
Key demand of the question


The question asks us to analyze the statement that Indian laws and constitution borrows heavily
from British laws and provisions. Thus we need to examine the following points –



How the constitution borrows from the various government of India act.



Discuss which laws that are “critical to the administration of the country” are borrowed from
pre independence.



Also analyse whether the laws resemble just the letter of the law or the spirit of the law as well



Discuss whether these laws require reforms to keep them in line with the current demand of
administration.

Directive word
Analyze – When asked to analyze, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – mention that Indian constitution is called a bag of borrowings – borrows heavily from
pre independence laws. Similarly many British laws continued post independence as well.
Body


Mention the provisions of the constitution which are borrowed from the government of India
act. Division of subjects etc



Identify laws which are critical to the administration of the country like Indian police act, nature
or judiciary etc



Examine whether the letter as well as the spirit of the law have been borrowed from pre
independence era.

Conclusion – Mention the need of reforms in Indian police act, sedition act etc to ensure that
administration of the country is in line with the present needs.
Background:

Though 1200 archaic laws were scrapped in bulk, Indians are still following many obsolete laws that have been
prevalent from the time of British colonial rule.

Constitutional provisions borrowed :

From Govt. of India Act 1935


The majority of the today’s constitution has been drawn from this.



It delivers to the establishment of an All India Federation.



The previous names transferred and reserved subjects are changed as federal and provincial lists and
concurrent list is definitely an addendum.



It Abolished diarchy and introduced provincial autonomy.



Established the RBI, federal court, Provincial PSUs and Joint PSUs.



The federal structure of government, provincial autonomy, a bicameral central legislature consisting of a
federal assembly and a Council of States and the separation of legislative powers between the centre and
states are some of the provisions of the Act which are present in the Constitution of India.



Office of Governor
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Judiciary



Emergency

Pre independence laws still used in post Independent India are :



Indian Police Act, 1861:

This act was framed by British after the revolt of 1857. The main aim of the British Government before
passing this law was to establish a Police force which can tackle any revolt against the Government.



Post independent police are encouraged to tackle law and order and work towards society. Community
policing and police sensitivity are encouraged now.

Indian Evidence Act, 1872:




Income Tax Act, 1961:




This Act was passed by the British Government in 1872. It is applicable on all the proceedings of the law
including court marshal. Though it is not valid on arbitration. This Act elaborates upon the items that can
be used as evidences and to be informed to the court of law in advance. Therefore, this Act is playing an
important role in various legislations even after 144 years of its implementation though may be in
amended forms.

On the basis of this act, income taxis imposed in India. Though the Government had planned to remove
this Act along with the Wealth Tax Act, 1957 by bringing in the Direct Tax Code, however after the removal
of Wealth Tax it is not reverted back.

Indian Penal Code, 1860:


Indian Penal Code was prepared based on the recommendations of the first law commission of 1860.There
have been many changes



Criminalisation of homosexuality:-





The criminalisation of homosexuality or what is popularly referred to as Section 377 of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) dates back to 1860 when the British introduced it as sexual activities against the “order of
nature.



The Supreme Court overturned the decision of lower court and homosexuality continues to be a
criminal offence in India.

Blasphemy law:

Controversial for curtailing freedom of speech, Section 295A of the IPC has been time and again
imposed for banning publication of several books and other content.



The British government introduced the Dramatic Performance Act in 1876, which prohibited dramatic
performances of “scandalous” and “defamatory” nature. Performances that would excite feelings
among people against the government in power or likely to corrupt persons at the performance were
prohibited.



Most recently, this so-called “blasphemy law” was used to target Wendy Doniger, the American
professor whose book on Hinduism was in effect banned by a single complainant who said he disagreed
with its content.



Seventy years after independence, the law still exists and post-1947 many states introduced the law
and amended it accordingly with the exception of Delhi and West Bengal.



Another section, 295a, seeks to protect religious minorities from hate speech, but is often used to intimidate
and silence artists, critics and scholars



Sedition law:

Colonial-era law intended to suppress the voice of freedom continues in force in India, but Britain itself
abolished sedition as a criminal offence in 2009.

www.insightsonindia.com

18

www.insightsias.com

SECURE SYNOPSIS
Conclusion:

The spirit for adopting the laws even after post independence has been not for repression as was under the British
rule but mainly to provide justice to the citizens of India. More changes are necessary in light of changing needs
of the society so reforms with respect to judiciary, police, administrative aspects etc are necessary



Despite adopting some of the laws many changes have been made suitable to the needs of changing Indian
society like official secrets act 1923 is being amended to make a seamless transition from the secrecy period of
the 20th century to a modern and democratic transparency regime

Q) Examine the role that All India Trade Union Congress played in labour movements in the
country? (250 words)
Bipan Chandra – India’s struggle for independence Pg 201
Key demand of the question
The question demands us to explain in depth the role AITUC played in furthering the labour
movements in the country.
Directive word
Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic, get into details,
and find out the causes or implications if any.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – Give a brief into the history of AITUC
Body


Mention about the leadership, aims and objectives of AITUC



Mention how AITUC was instrumental in the labour movements taking place in the country .
Bring out the impacts like supply of leadership, intellectual heft, organising protests etc



Mention where AITUC fell short in developing a sharp labour consciousness

Conclusion – Summarize the role that AITUC played in shaping the labour movements of the country.
Background :

The national movement after home rule league and Rowlatt satyagraha reached a crescendo in the
Non- Cooperation and Khilafat Movement in 1920-22. It was in this context that there occurred a resurgence of
working class activity in the years from 1919 to 1922.



The working class now created its own national level organisation to defend its class rights. It was in this period
that the working class also got involved in the mainstream of nationalist politics to a significant extent.



The most important development was the formation of the All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC) in 1920.

All India trade union congress :

The All India Trade Union Congress (A.I.T.U.C.) was set up in 1920


To represent and protect the interest of workers and to make necessary co-ordination between the activities
of different labour organisations



To penetrate into the unorganised areas of the country.



To represent India at the League of Nations International Labor Organization (ILO).



In 1926, the government passed the Trade Union Act to provide legal status to the registered trade unions.



The leadership included Lala Lajpat Rai, Joseph Baptista, M. Joshi, Diwan Chaman Lall and a few others and, until
1945 when unions became organised on party lines, it was the primary trade union organisation in India.
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Role it played :

The manifesto issued to the workers by the AITUC urged them not only to organize themselves but also to
intervene in nationalist politics.



It ushered in an unprecedented upsurge of working-class struggles and organization. Strike struggles became
better organized than ever with the worker elements taking their rightful place in the leadership.



Trade unions became stable organizations with worker-leaders beginning to come into their own.



The workers under Communist and radical nationalist influence participated in a large number of strikes
and demonstrations all over the country between 1922 and 1929.



The AITUC in 1927 took a decision to boycott the Simon Commission and many workers participated in the
massive Simon boycott demonstrations.



There were also numerous workers meetings organized on May Day, Lenin Day, the anniversary of the Russian
Revolution, and so on.



When the campaign for the 1937 elections began, the AITUC, barring a few centres, gave its support to the
Congress candidates. The Congress election manifesto declared that the Congress would take steps for
the settlement of labour disputes and take effective measures for securing the rights to form unions and go on
strike.



During the tenure of the Congress Provincial Governments the trade union movement showed a phenomenal
rise. Between 1937 and 1939 the number of trade unions increased from 271 to 362 .

Criticism :

During 1930s, trade union movement in India faced unfavourable situation aggravated by economic
depression leading to further split in the movement.



Although, little bit of unity was restored in the movement before the second world war but the emergency during
the war again confused the trade unionist, leading to further split in the movement.



Government launched a-two-pronged attack on the labour movement.


It enacted repressive laws like the Public Safety Act and Trade Disputes Acts and arrested virtually the
entire radical leadership of the labour movement and launched the famous Meerut Conspiracy Case against
them.

Q) Examine how Subhash Chandra Bose tried to give the Indian National Congress a socialist
direction? (250 words)
Bipin Chandra – India’s struggle for independence, Pg 16
Reference
Key demand of the question
The focus of the question is not on the role played by Bose in the national movement but on bringing
out how he attempted to give the national Congress a socialist direction. We also need to discuss
the impact that this push had on the direction that the freedom struggle took.
Directive word
Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic, get into details,
and find out the causes or implications if any. Here the focus has to be on how Subash Bose tried to
give the Congress socialist leanings, the impact of it and whether or not he succeeded.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – introduce Subash Bose, the role he played in the national movement, the number of
times he became congress president etc
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Body


Mention how he managed to give Congress a socialist push – under his chairmanship, by
being involved in left leaning student politics along with Nehru, his views on economy and
industrialization etc



Mention the impact that this had on the course of Congress and national struggle – discuss
about the split and Bose’s attempts at winning freedom through an all out war.



Examine whether Bose succeeded in his attempt to give a socialist push to Congress

Conclusion – conclude by underlining the immense role that Bose played in our freedom struggle.
Background:

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was an Indian nationalist whose defiant patriotism made him a hero in India. Since
joining the freedom movement of the country in 1921, Subhash Chandra Bose had been speaking in clear terms
in support of socialism.

How Bose gave Congress a push towards socialism:

The statements of Bose, both within and outside the Congress platform, coupled with political radicalisation
which was taking shape towards the end of 1920s, paved the way for the Congress to gradually encompass
socialist content within it s policies and programmes.



Bose along with Nehru and younger section of the congress acted as a pressure group and insisted for the
inclusion of and for making economic issues an integral part of the Congress policies and programmes.



The AICC at Bombay session held in 1929 stated in a resolution that the poverty and misery of the Indian people
is not only due to foreign exploitation in India, but also the economic structure of society which the alien rulers
supported so that the exploitation continues.



In order to remove the poverty it is essential to make revolutionary changes in the present economic and social
structure of society and to remove gross inequality. This resolution is significant to the extent that within the
Congress party the seeds of a socialist programme were sown for the first time.



Bose had been a leader of the younger, radical, wing of the Indian National Congress in the late 1920s and 1930s,
rising to become Congress President in 1938 and 1939 during with he pursued socialist agenda.

Impact:

Subhash Chandra Bose declared the formation of a platform within the Congress, the Forward Bloc, with an aim
to consolidate the leftist forces of the country and to march them forward with the action against the British, in
order to achieve Indian independence.



Bose had launched the National Planning Committee for drawing up a comprehensive plan of industrialisation
and of development .


Bose believed that his launching of the National Planning Committee as the Congress President, in 1938, for
drawing up a comprehensive plan of industrialisation and of development caused further annoyance to
Mahatma Gandhi who was opposed to industrialization



His radical ideology conflicted with many leaders of congress especially Gandhi due to which he had to resign
from congress presidency in1939.



He wanted complete independence for India instead of dominion status especially on the onset of world war
2.



His socialist and patriotism is even respected today as he created a sense of enthusiasm, made women
participated in the Indian national army, tried to make India a true place for all castes and classes.
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Q) Compare and contrast Gandhi and Bose’s view on the future of the nation in general and
national movement in particular? (250 words)
Reference
Key demand of the question
The question expects us to highlight the following aspects


View of Gandhi ji on the issues mentioned in the question



View of Subash Chandra Bose on the issues mentioned in the question



Similarity and differences in their views

Directive word
Compare and contrast – Here the similarities and differences in their views are to be discussed.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – Mention that both were iconic leaders of the freedom movement and explain how.
Body


Mention the similarities and differences in their view regarding the future economy, polity,
society of India



Mention their similarities and differences in their view on the nature of freedom and how to
achieve freedom, their differences in opinion which led to their split

Conclusion – Highlight that both of them despite their differences contributed immensely to the
freedom struggle and had only the welfare of nation on their mind.
Background:

Both Mahatma Gandhi and Subhash Chandra Bose were stalwarts of Indian freedom struggle. Gandhi and
Subhash Chandra Bose differed in their approach and had different understanding of political reality:

Similarities between Gandhi and Bose view :

Gandhi and Bose did not differ on their choices between communism and capitalism. Both were socialists, as per
their stated positions, and disassociated themselves from Communism (Bose certainly did).



Again, unlike what is commonly believed, Gandhi was not opposed to violence per se as he did not totally oppose
violence during Quit India movement.



Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi and Subhash Chandra Bose had the same objective of liberating the country from
the yoke of British imperialism.



Until the political clash at Tripuri they worked more or less together under the common platform of the Indian
National Congress for about two decades.



Gandhiji’s struggle i.e., averse mindset in the beginning of the Second World War and his uncompromising stance
during the Quit India Movement, was in a way a victory of Netaji’s strategy.



Gandhi’s tone and temper clearly smacked of a revolutionary strategy quite akin to the soul and spirit of Bose.
Ideologically they appeared to come nearer.

Differences:

Violence vs non violence:



Subhash Chandra Bose adopted violent means for liberation of India and thus led Indian National
Army. Gandhi on the other hand was a firm believer of non-violence and led peaceful mass protests

Ideology:

Ideologically Gandhi subscribed to socialist pattern of society where fruits of labour were evenly distributed
and favoured trusteeship pattern of relation between Capitalist and labourers.
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Subhash Chandra was a keen follower of radical leftist ideology and organized trade unions



Bose wanted to grab the opportunity provided by second world war for India’s freedom, thus approached
Germany, Japan while Gandhi saw facism and Nazism a greater danger to Indian polity and society thus cooperated with British. Thus they had a different understanding of same event



Religious teachings had great importance in the life of Gandhi while Subhash Chandra Bose was a leftist and
rationalist.



Gandhi’s idea of freedom was based on self rule and rule over self. Bose viewed freedom not only in terms of
political self rule but also freedom from socio-economic inequalities, casteism, intolerance etc.



India’s participation in World war II:

When the Second World War began and Britain got involved in it, Subhash insisted persistently that
England’s difficulty is India’s opportunity and it is the time opportune to launch struggle for freedom.



Gandhi at the time was not prepared to oblige Subhash and immediately launch any struggle to achieve
India’s freedom.



Bose sought complete severance from the British empire, while Gandhi’s goal posts vacillated between Spiritual
Swaraj, Dominion Status and complete severance.



Vision:-







Stated visions of Gandhi and Bose differed substantially with respect to their desired evolution of India and
her politics.



Gandhi advocated a vision comprising of spinning, khadi and local self-sufficiency at village level while Bose
held steadfast to a vision of large scale industrialisation and a politics devoid of irrationality and religiosity.

Industrialisation:

Bose had launched the National Planning Committee for drawing up a comprehensive plan of
industrialisation and of development .



Bose believed that his launching of the National Planning Committee as the Congress President, in 1938, for
drawing up a comprehensive plan of industrialisation and of development caused further annoyance to
Mahatma Gandhi who was opposed to industrialization.

Bose was acutely conscious of the role the armed forces play in the political growth of a nation.

Conclusion:

Despite the differences both leaders had immense respect for each other and contributed significantly to the
national movement and the nation.

Topic: The Freedom Struggle- its various stages and important contributors /contributions from
different parts of the country.
Q) Bhagat Singh espoused a nationalism without any divisions and this makes him acceptable
across religions, nationalities and cultures. Comment.(250 words)
The Hindu
The Culturalindia
Why this question:
this question is related to GS-1 syllabus under the following heading- The Freedom Struggle- its
various stages and important contributors /contributions from different parts of the country.
Key demand of the question.
the question wants us to ponder over the life of the legendary freedom fighter Bhagat Singh and
discuss his achievements, thoughts to extract the nature of his nationalism. we have to justify our
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standing on whether Bhagat Singh espoused a nationalism without any divisions and that makes
him acceptable across religions, nationalities and cultures.
Directive word
Comment- we have to ponder over the issue and form an opinion on the given statement about
Bhagat Singh. we have to justify our opinion by related facts/ reasons/ arguments.
Structure of the answer
Introduction- briefly mention Bhagat Singh, his background and his martyrdom at a young age.
Body1. Describe Bhagat Singh’s political ideology and organizations he was attached with- Naujawan
Bharat Sabha, Hindustan Republican Association, Kirti Kisan Party, Kranti Dal.
2. discuss Bhagat Singh’s sayings/ thoughts which depict his views on nationalism and form a
opinion based on those evidences. e.g his dream of a non sectarian, egalitarian world, his
religious thoughts and views on atheism,
Conclusion- form a fair, concise and balanced opinion on the given statement based on the above
discussion.
Background:

Bhagat Singh is one of the only national heroes, perhaps after Gandhi, who is venerated across India. This could
be attributed to his appeal as a martyr, which cuts across political ideologies.

Political ideology:

His azaadi freedom was not limited to the expelling of the British; instead he desired azaadi from poverty, azaadi
from untouchability, azaadi from communal strife, and azaadi from every form of discrimination and
exploitation



The struggle in India would continue so long as a handful of exploiters go on exploiting the labour of the common
people for their own ends. It matters little whether these exploiters are purely British capitalists, or British and
Indians in alliance, or even purely Indians.



Naujawan Bharat Sabha was a public platform of the revolutionaries founded by Singh, and had a categorical
position on the slogans to be used. T hey raised two slogans: “Inquilab Zindabad” and “Hindustan Zindabad,”
hailing the revolution and the country.




Committed to inquilab (revolution), but not merely a political revolution. He wanted a social revolution to
break age-old discriminatory practices such as untouchability, communalism and gender discrimination.

He was also associated with Hindustan Republican Association, Kirti Kisan Party, Kranti Dal.

Bhagat Singh’s nationalism:

He grew up to appreciate nationalism and crave a British-free independent India. Extensive reading of European
literature propelled him towards forming a socialist outlook strongly desiring a democratic future for India.



Atheism:



Bhagat Singh veered towards Atheism after witnessing several Hindu-Muslim riots and other religious
outbreaks.

Armed revolution:

Singh believed that something as precious as Independence can only be achieved by a thorough cleansing
of the exploitative nature of imperialism.



He opined that such change can only be brought forward by means of an armed revolution, in similar lines
to the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia. He introduced the slogan “Inquilab Zindabad” which sort of
transformed into the war cry of the Indian Independence movement.
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Why he is accepted across all religions, nationalities and cultures :

Bhagat Singh differed from most other revolutionaries on two important aspects:



He was an atheist and went to the gallows with full awareness of his atheism



He had a vision of the Indian society that he envisaged post-independence and could articulate its essential
characteristics.



He found fulfillment through serving humanity and liberating it from sufferings and distress. He equated that
cause to that of India’s freedom.



Working towards building an India where poverty, socio-economic disparity and exploitation did not exist, rather
than achieving freedom from the British alone, was his goal.



He even favoured untouchables that they must have their own elected representatives. They must demand greater
rights for themselves.



Bhagat Singh, his intense patriotism coupled with cultivated idealism, made him an ideal icon for the youth of his
generation. Through his written and vocal admonition of the British Imperial Government, he became the voice
of his generation.



His vehement departure from the Gandhian non-violent route to Swaraj has often been criticized by many, yet
through the fearless embracing of martyrdom he inspired hundreds of teens and youths to join the freedom
struggle wholeheartedly.



His eminence in current times is evident from the fact that Bhagat Singh was voted as the Greatest Indian, ahead
of Subhash Chandra Bose and Mahatma Gandhi, in a poll conducted by India Today in 2008.

Conclusion:

Bhagat Singh saw his fight for India’s freedom as well as his life’s fulfilment in selflessly working towards the goal
of removing these inequalities, injustices and absence of opportunities faced by his fellow citizens. This was his
‘nationalism’ and this was his ‘patriotism.’ It was universal and not confined by boundaries of religion, caste,
race, creed or even nation.

Q) Breaking the Salt law during Dandi March was a deceptively innocuous move that proved
devastatingly effective. Analyze. (250 words)
Bipan Chandra – India’s struggle for independence Pg 263
Key demand of the question
Two terms are important in the question which needs to be analysed. Firstly we have to explain how
breaking the salt law was a deceptively innocuous move. Here we have to explain why Gandhi ji
chose to break the seemingly innocuous salt law. Secondly, we have to analyze how the move proved
to be effective – the impact of Dandi March. Analyze both the hits and the misses.
Directive word
Analyze – When asked to analyze, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – explain the context in which Dandi March took place
Body


Mention about the 11 demands submitted by Gandhiji, how a specific demand for granting
independence was not there. Breaking the salt law was a relatively innocuous law to break, the
reasons why it was chosen.



Discuss the impact of Dandi March
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Hits like enormous publicity, boycott of foreign goods which was one of the most visible display
of support, local revolts etc



Misses like lack of support of intelligentsia, lack of Hindu Muslim unity, no major labour
participation etc

Conclusion – present the whole summary by summing up the two parts. Mention how breaking the
salt law took forward the national movement.
Background:

Mahatma Gandhi was authorized by the Congress Working Committee to determine the time, place and issue on
which the Civil Disobedience was to be launched.



He took the decision to break the salt law first, on which the British had imposed a duty, affecting the poorest of
the poor.



Salt Satyagraha began with the Dandi March on March 12, 1930 and was the part of the first phase of the Civil
Disobedience Movement.

Reasons for choosing salt as the symbol of protest during Dandi satyagraha:

Gandhi placed an 11 point demand before Irwin and a failure to accept them would necessitate the launch of
the movement. Abolition of salt tax and government monopoly on salt. Breaking the salt laws of the
government non-violently was the basic activity of civil disobedience.



These points were declined. Since salt was an emotional issue with universal appeal, he chose to launch Civil
disobedience movement by violating the salt law.



Making salt was state monopoly


Salt was a basic necessity for any household but people had to purchase it at higher prices



Salt was the most common item of consumption and imposition of salt duty would amount to taxing every
section of the society.



Salt was manufactured from sea water through labour intensive techniques hence imposition of duty immoral.



Masses could be aroused on the issue of salt duty and would symbolise the defiance to the British colonial rule.



Violation of salt laws would amount to the violation of British laws that were unethical and repressive in nature.

Impact:

This triggered the Civil Disobedience Movement and millions of Indians jumped in the tumult.



Breaking of the salt law was the formal inauguration of the Civil Disobedience Movement. A programme was
outlined, which included the following:





Violation of the laws such as Salt Law



Non payment of Land Revenue, Taxes and Rent



Boycott of courts of law, legislatures, elections, Government functionaries, Schools and Colleges.



Peaceful picketing of shops that sold foreign goods.



Mass strikes and processions.



Picketing of shops that sold liquor.



Boycott of Civil Services, Military and Police services.

Popular across the country:

Salt satyagraha was organised at many places all over India.



This gave impetus to other kinds of satyagraha and approaches like the breaking of forest laws, strikes and
lock outs by the miners and industry workers, no rent no revenue campaign at many places by tenants and
zamindars.
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Wide variety of sections of the society got involved:

For the first time, the workers and labourers indulged in the movement on such a massive scale.



Also saw the involvement of the business class and zamindars .



Women actively participated in the movement.



Youth participation was so much that government in Assam had to issue Cunningham circular to prevent the
students from movement.



People also got psychological boost from this satyagraha as for the first time British were forced treat Indians as
equals



Provided major recruiting ground for young people leading to emergence of new leaders like Subhash, Nehru.



It gave wide publicity to new political ideas and methods and created new political awareness even in the remote
villages

Q) Discuss the significance of Individual Satyagraha in Indian freedom movement. Why did
Congress working committee decide to suspend Individual Satyagraha? (250 words)
Bipan Chandra – India’s struggle for independence pg 459
Key demand of the question
The question demands us to answer how individual Satyagraha helped take the national movement
forward. The second part demands us to answer the reason why the movement was suspended.
Directive word
Discuss – The focus should be on detailing the significance of individual Satyagraha for our freedom
movement. One can also bring out the limitations of the movement and how the movement failed
to achieve anything tangible.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – explain briefly about individual Satyagraha
Body


Discuss the background in which the decision was taken to launch individual Satyagraha



Discuss how it took the national movement forward – channelize the masses political
energy, highlight their grievances in front of the British etc ; the leadership question got
resolved etc



Discuss the limitations of the movement



Examine the reason why CWC decided to end the movement – questions over the safety and
defence of India etc

Conclusion – summarise the significance of individual Satyagraha.
Background:

Individual Satyagraha was direct result of August Offer.



The Congress was in a confused state again after the August Offer. The radicals and leftists wanted to launch a
mass Civil Disobedience Movement, but here Gandhi insisted on Individual Satyagraha.

Individual Satyagraha:

The Individual Satyagraha was not to seek independence but to affirm the right of speech.



The non-violence was set as the centerpiece of Individual Satyagraha. This was done by carefully selecting the
Satyagrahis.
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The first Satyagrahi selected was Acharya Vinoba Bhave, who was sent to Jail when he spoke against the war.



Second Satyagrahi was Jawahar Lal Nehru.



Aims of Individual Satyagraha:

To show that nationalist patience was not due to weakness.



To express people’s feeling that they are not interested in the war and that they made distinction between
Nazism and double autocracy that ruled in India.



To give another opportunity to the Government to accept congress demands peacefully. The demand of the
Satyagrahi was using freedom of Speech against the war through an anti-war declaration. If government did
not arrest the Satyagrahi, he or she will move repeating it in villages and start march towards Delhi (Delhi
Chalo Movement)

Significance :

The campaign started again in January 1941, this time, thousands of people joined and around 20 thousand
people were arrested.



Though the aim of Satyagraha was limited one, it was successful in displaying unity and patience in masses of
India.



This Satyagraha forced to bring Cripps Proposal which was much different from August offer as it provided way
for Constituent Assembly and Option to any Province to withdraw a blue print for India’s partition.



Individual Satyagraha had a dual purpose while giving expression to the Indian people’s strong political feeling, it
gave the British Government further opportunity to peacefully accept the Indian demands.



More importantly, Gandhi was beginning to prepare the people for the coming struggle. The Congress
organization was being put back in shape opportunist elements were being discovered and pushed out of the
organization and above all the people were being politically aroused, educated and mobilized.



It had been carried on for fourteen months and although it did not put any great political pressure on the
Government, it had psychological and symbolical effect on the people.



Political Parties were not united over the question of Civil Disobedience.

Why was it suspended :

Since it was not a mass movement, it attracted little enthusiasm and in December 1940, Gandhi suspended the
movement.



Indian leaders, released from prisons were worried about the safety and defence of India as world war II was at
its doorstep.



Anxious to defend Indian territory and to go to the aid of the Allies, the Congress Working Committee overrode
the objections of Gandhi and Nehru and passed a resolution offering to fully cooperate in the defence of India
and the Allies if Britain agreed to give full independence after the War arid the substance of power immediately.



The Japanese threat was increasing and there were air raids on Assam and Bengal. Naturally, it was not thought
expedient that, at such a critical time the Congress leaders should be, again, in prison. Hence the Individual
Satyagraha movement was suspended.

Q) All sections of Indian population and polity paid heed to the Gandhi’s clarion call of “Do or
Die”. Critically analyze (250 words)
Key demand of the question
The question is making an assertion that there was unflinching support for Quit India Movement,
which needs to be analysed. We need to provide our opinion on whether there was unanimous
support for the movement from the public and polity. If there were differing opinions, those have to
be brought about.
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Directive word
Critically analyze – When asked to analyze, you have to examine methodically the structure or
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.
You need to conclude with a fair judgement, after analyzing the nature of each component part and
interrelationship between them.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – Introduce by explaining the significance of Quit India movement – final and most
impactful Gandhian mass movement.
Body


First discuss whether all sections of population such as farmers, industrialists, students, civil
servants, women etc participated in the movement on the same scale like they did earlier



Thereafter, discuss whether there was unanimous political support for the movement.
Examine the viewpoint of communists, Hindu nationalists, BR Ambedkar etc on the
movement.

Conclusion – present your view on the assertion made in the question by summarising the
arguments made above.
Background:

The Quit India movement was an important landmark in India’s struggle for freedom from British colonization.
It instilled a new confidence among the Indian masses and aroused a spirit of total sacrifice in them.

Most of the Indian population obliged to Gandhi’s call:

The movement attracted participation from a large number of people including such varied professions as
farmers, lawyers , workers, teachers, soldiers, civil servants etc.



Men and women of all age groups formed the cadres in the movement.



The most important effect of the quit India movement was that it made the British realise that in the crippling
effects of second world war on British resources and the bitter opposition to its rule in India., It would be difficult
for them to rule Indians .



It kept the Congress Party united all through these challenging times. The movement was accompanied by a mass
protest on non-violent lines.



All sections of people, including even women participated in huge numbers.

Some sections have not supported:

One of the powerful sections of congress by led by Jaya Prakash Narayan openly repudiated the policy of Gandhi.
There were sporadic events of violence in all parts of India and the leaders preached the cult of violence and mass
revolution.



The revolutionary movement and the non-violent satyagraha launched by Gandhi, both came to an end, almost
simultaneously, without achieving freedom.



The communists had opposed this movement and it virtually damaged the labour movement also. Labour Unions
under Communist influence had apparently decided against participation in the movement.



Lack of leadership did not lead to well-coordinated guidance and progress of the movement, with the intensity
restricted to a few pockets.



Muslim League did not participate as Jinnah Believed that if British Government left India in current state, the
Majority Hindus would oppress Muslim minorities.



Hindu Mahasabha opposed the Quit India Movement. More importantly, the Scheduled Caste Federation (SCF)
opposed the Quit India Movement. Hindutva camp not only opposed the movement but also supported British
rulers in suppressing this historic mass upsurge.
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Q) Quit India Movement was the most different from all Gandhian mass movements. Critically
analyze. (250 words)
From Plassey to Partition, Pg 414
Key demand of the question
The question expects us to analyze the strategies followed in quit India movement and analyze
whether they were in line with the principles espoused by Mahatma Gandhi, whether the clarion call
of Do or Die was in accordance with Gandhian principle of non violence etc.
Directive word
Critically analyze – Here we have to bring out the distinguishing features of quit India movement,
the various principles espoused by Gandhi and analyze whether the movement was in line with those
principles. The question expects us to provide our view on the assertion made in the question at the
end.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – Give a brief background of quit India movement – last mass movement for
independence, call of Do or Die given by gandhi, World war 2 had heightened fears and sensitivities.
Body


Examine the direction to the movement given by gandhi.



Disciplined anarchy vs complete lawlessness



Freedom to regional movements to take control



Difference evident from NCM where Chauri Chaura led to termination of movements but in QIM,
no such directive by Gandhi



Etc



Examine the key features of QIM which made it distinctive



Examine whether QIM was really different from other mass movements



Mention that gandhi ji was a very smart tactician who knew how to galvanize people. Earlier he
was trying to take the freedom struggle to masses, now that popular sentiment was with him,
he wanted to make a final push for independence. War of position vs ear of manoeuvre of Gandhi

Conclusion – summarise your arguments and present your view
Background:

The Quit India Movement, also known as ‘August Kranti’, was a freedom movement led by Mahatma Gandhi.



It began on 8th August, 1942 and turned out to be one of the most popular and powerful mass movements for
independence.

How is it different from other movements :

The Quit India Movement was mainly a non-violent movement. However, it became violent at some places. Rails
were uprooted, post offices were set on fire and offices were destroyed.



Social radicalism of Gandhi:

In a sharp contrast to Non cooperation movement, where Gandhi withdrew after Chauri Chaura incident, in
Quit India movement he not only refused to condemn the people’s resort to violence but unequivocally
held government responsible for it.



Though the need for non-violence was always reiterated, Gandhi’s mantra of Do or Die represents the
militant mood of Gandhi.
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Gandhi also gave a call to all sections of the people, the princes, the Jagirdars, the Zamindars, the propertied
and moneyed classes, who derive their wealth and property from the workers in the fields and factories and
elsewhere, to whom eventually power and authority belong.



This indicates Gandhi’s social radicalism and shift in the philosophy of the Congress, by now people with
the goals of socialism and communism have become a part of the broad-based Congress organization.

The spontaneous participation of the masses in the Quit India movement made it one of the most popular mass
movements.




This historic movement placed the demand for independence on the immediate agenda of the national
movement.




It exhibited people’s fighting spirit and their longing for freedom. It also demonstrated determined attitude
of Indian masses of accepting nothing less than the realization of freedom.

It was a historic event. It was not merely a movement against foreign occupation but also awakening of Indian
masses.




In Tamluk and Contai subdivisions of Midnapore in West Bengal, the local populace were successful in
establishing parallel governments, which continued to function.

QIM surpassed all previous mass movements organized by Congress in its level of anti-British militancy.




The spirit unleashed was carried further by Indian National Army of Subhas Chandra Bose. After ‘Quit India’
there could be no retreat. Independence was no longer a matter of bargain. It accelerated and sustained
the urge for freedom and enabled India to achieve freedom in 1947.

The movement had a local impact in some areas, especially at Satara in Maharashtra, Talcher in Odisha, and
Midnapore.




Even before the formal launching of the movement, the government in a single sweep arrested all the top
leaders of the Congress. This led to spontaneous outburst of mass anger against the arrest of leaders.

The history of this movement is full of unsung heroes. There are untold stories of farmers, factory workers,
journalists, artists, students, educationists, religious saints and dalits.

Quit India movement was unique in the sense that it saw women participation where they not only
participated as equals but also led the movement. There was Matangini Hazra, who lead a procession of 6,000
people, mostly women, to ransack a local police station.

Conclusion:

Quit India Movement was a watershed movement in the sense, that it prepared the ground for future politics in
India. It is in the Quit India Movement that freedom struggle was owned by ’We the People’ who fought for India’s
freedom.

Q) The Vaikom Satyagraha was the first systematically organized agitation in Kerala against
orthodoxy to secure the rights of the depressed classes. Analyze. (250 words)
Key demand of the question
The key phrase in the question is “first systematically organised agitation”. Thus we have to analyze
how vaikom Satyagraha took forward the reform movements aimed at eliminating caste
discrimination by making it more systematic, organising their charter of demands and systematically
protesting. Basically we have to contrast the earlier reform movements against Vaikom Satyagraha
and examine how the latter was an improvement.
Directive word
Analyze – When asked to analyze, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.

www.insightsonindia.com

31

www.insightsias.com

SECURE SYNOPSIS
Structure of the answer
Introduction – Introduce with details about vaikom Satyagraha such as the nature of the movement,
the aims and objectives, leaders involved etc
Body


Analyze the nature of the reform movements – both vaikom and others and how all the
reform movements were in similar vein



Analyze what made vaikom Satyagraha different from the other reform movements – how
it was more organised and systematic.



Discuss whether all the important leaders were involved



Linkages with national politics



The way the movement was managed and handled



Involvement of the masses and organisational capacity etc

Conclusion – Summarize how the said movement differed from other reform movements
Vaikom Satyagraha :

The famous agitation took place there in 1924, known as Vaikom Satyagraha is the first organised movement
against untouchability in India.



It occupies a major position in the renaissance movement in Kerala. It was triggered in the Kakinada Congress
meeting in 1923, TK Madhavan presented a report on the discrimination in Kerala and the plights of backward
Hindus. The meeting decided to promote movements against untouchability.



Agitation was borne out of the extreme injustice done to Dalits.



The Satyagraha aimed at securing freedom of movement for all sections of society through the public
roads leading to the Sri Mahadevar Temple at Vaikom.

First organised agitation in Kerala against orthodoxy :

It paved the way for the Temple Entry Proclamation of the Travancore government, symbolised a movement for
justice and equality across the country during the freedom struggle.



Gandhi and Congress involvement:-





The issue at Vaikom needed handling at a higher and wider level. Instead of being just a fight for gaining
access to road, Panikkar suggested making it a symbolic battle against atrocities in the name of caste,
giving it a national and cosmopolitan look to gain the attention of the entire world.



The Congress along with Gandhi agreed to include the eradication of untouchability in their constructive
programs and resolved to lend full support to the Vaikom Movement.

Widespread support:

All newspapers in India flashed headlines about the Satyagraha. Money flowed from different states to
Vaikom.



The Akalis of Punjab came to Vaikom to open a free kitchen for the Satyagrahis.



Non-Hindus came forward to offer Satyagraha. But Gandhiji did not accept any of these.



This was the first time that an organised movement was being conducted on such a large scale for the civil rights
of the untouchables and other backward castes in Kerala.



The Vaikom Satyagraha was not an agitation for political freedom, it was a movement to purify the Hindu society
of its blemishes, and this was what Narayana Guru also attempted through his actions and messages.

Impact :

Gandhi’s non-violent weapon of Satyagraha had been evolved from agitations such as Vaikom.
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Vaikom Satyagraha was a testing ground for the Gandhian principles of Satyagraha. It was tested and
proved as the most effective means for the first time.



It became a key event in the civil rights movements during the freedom struggle.



It was cosmopolitan in character and people from various religious communities, castes and provinces took part
in it.



It heralded the mass participation of women in public action. The struggle helped to define the later social
identity of Kerala.



In 1925, all except the eastern gate of the temple was opened to all Hindus.



In 1928, another royal proclamation gave backward castes the right to walk on public roads leading to all
temples in Travancore.



This movement was a watershed in the history of emancipation of the depressed classes especially in Kerala.



Another achievement of Vaikom agitation is certainly communal harmony.



Progressive minded Savarnas and Avarnas came together with Christians, Muslims and even Sikhs. It is to be
remembered that many Savarnas played the role of active leaders, till the withdrawal of the Satyagraha, and this
has demonstrated the basic unity of the people.



The streets in the temple area were opened to Harijans or Untouchables. In 1936, they were allowed to enter the
temple. The Satyagraha paved the way for subsequent Temple Entry Act.

Q) It is argued, credibly, that Gandhi “feminized” nationalist politics. Evaluate. (250 words)
The Indian Women’s Movement in Historical Perspective – unpan1.un.org, 24.07.2012
PDF: unpan1.un.org › apcity › unpan051009 (Pg 18)
Key demand of the question
The question makes an assertion that Mahatma Gandhi played a crucial role in feminizing the
national politics during our freedom struggle. Thus we need to examine whether or not this
statement is true by analysing the modes of protest that Gandhi incorporated, the role that women
played in Gandhian Satyagraha, the gender perspective of several demands of INC etc. Ultimately,
we have to comment on the veracity of the statement.
Directive word
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences. You have to appraise the worth
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – Mention that freedom struggle was a time when great many experiments were taking
place in the domain of civil and gender rights.
Body


Mention that Gandhi was deeply inspired by tolstoy farm which talked about equal treatment
of men and women



Mention how Gandhian strategies allowed more women to come to the political centre stage



Mention the active role that women played in national movement post Gandhi’s arrival



Also mention that women did play a role earlier as well ( rani laxmi bai etc) but the numbers
increased manifold during Gandhian struggle



Mention the civil rights demands of INC and how Gandhian philosophy had a role to play in it

Conclusion – Mention your own view on the veracity of the assertion made in the question.
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Background:

Women issues have always taken the centre point in the Indian freedom struggle since 19th century itself. The
women slowly gained confidence from the patriarchal hold and took part in the national struggle effectively.

Even before Gandhi women participation in politics was visible but the scale of influence was limited:







Individual efforts:

Women like Rani Laxmi Bai, Pandita Ramabhai, Savitra Bhai phule were active in uplifting women nd
fighting against British



Kamini Roy was active in the Ilbert Bill agitation, organising girls at the Bethune School to hold meetings and
wear badges supporting the Bill.

Women’s organisations:

The primary goals of most women’s associations were to improve women’s literacy and health by abolishing
child marriage, enforced widowhood, and purdah.



By the late nineteenth century several women’s organisations began to be formed in several parts of India
such as the Banga Mahila Samaj and the Aghorekamini Nari Samiti in Bengal, the Satara Abalonnati
Sabha in Maharashtra, the Mahila Seva Samaj in Bangalore etc.



Women’s Indian Association and the National Council of Indian Women claimed to represent all Indian
women, but they were far removed from the masses of women whom they confidently sought to benefit.

Indian national congress:

From the 1920s the Indian National Congress began to forge linkages with peasant, worker, and women’s
organizations to demonstrate mass support.



Women’s political participation was socially legitimized, completely altering equations within the women’s
movement. Some women were already engaged in a variety of political activity.



From 1889 every meeting of the Indian National Congress included some women, a few delegates and many
observers.



The leadership of the Indian National Congress, for instance, became committed to the civil rights program
of women’s associations.

Their participation was often token and symbolic, but the women were educated and politically knowledgeable
and were seeking new public roles. The Partition of Bengal (1905) and the Swadeshi movement attracted much
larger numbers, including uneducated rural women.

Increased post Gandhi:

Mahatma Gandhi extended the logic of feminine modes of protest to the whole of the nationalist movement.
Gandhi “feminized” nationalist politics by emphasizing satyagraha and passive resistance and creating a special
space for women.



He drew to the nationalist movement groups and numbers of women as never before.



Non cooperation:



Gandhi exhorted women to take part in Satyagraha movement on par with men. That 17,000 of around 30,000
persons who courted arrest during the Salt Satyagraha were women volunteers is a conspicuous example of
their equal role under the leadership of Gandhi.




The Bengal women showed the way during the non-cooperation protests of 1921. Basanti Debi, Urmila Debi,
and Suniti Debi joined picketing lines, courted arrest, and precipitated a broadening of the movement.

It shows that the upliftment of women was given an important place in Gandhi’s constructive programme.

Women came out in large numbers giving up their sheltered and secluded existence to play their role in the
national movement. Aristocratic women also marched to prison wearing coarse handspun khadi and handmade
chappals.
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Kamala Nehru, Sarojini Naidu, Anasuya Sarabhai, Sushila Nayyar and Miraben are a few of the illustrious women
associated with the Gandhian movement.



Activities women participated:





The picketing of liquor, opium and foreign cloth shops in the thirties was almost exclusively done by women.

Impact:

Women’s participation legitimized the Indian National Congress and Gandhian politics.



It bolstered claims of Indian unity against foreign rule.



It also undermined the civilizing mission of the British and the government’s claim to be a protector of
women.



Police violence toward and sexual abuse of female political activists helped prove the illegitimacy of colonial
rule.

Saraladevi, Muthulakshmi Reddy, Amrit Kaur, and others were committed to Gandhi and his non-cooperation
and civil disobedience, but they did not abandon the struggle for civil rights.


Women leaders who remained active in demands for social reform or in the franchise movement were
aware that the agenda for women and that for the nation diverged.



In 1931 Saraladevi, by then a veteran leader, led a move for a separate women’s Congress

Conclusion:

Mahatma Gandhi has played an important role in the participation of women in political activities in India. Gandhi
becomes uncompromising in the matter of women’s rights. According to him woman is companion of man and
gifted with equal rights of freedom and liberty. This idea needs to be made reality in India.

Q) Congress despite its early hesitation, played a crucial role in shaping the labour movements
of the country. Critically analyze. (250 words)
Bipan Chandra – India’s struggle for independence Pg 196
Key demand of the question
Following points are to be outlined in the question


What is the meaning of initial hesitation of Congress



How Congress helped in forward movement of the labour movement



The role that other political outfits played in labour movements in pre freedom era



Your view on the assertion made in the question backed with sound arguments

Directive word
Critically analyze – When asked to analyze, you have to examine methodically the structure or
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.
You need to conclude with a fair judgement, after analyzing the nature of each component part and
interrelationship between them.
Structure of the answer
Introduce – Briefly outline the labour movements in India – the beginning of it, the modus operandi,
their relationship with national struggle and the overall outcome
Body


Highlight the initial hesitation of INC – not get associated with any divisive issue of economic
nature
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Highlight the later role that Congress played – AITUC, CSP, view of Nehru and his efforts to bring
this perspective in mainstream etc



Highlight the role that left and other political outfits played and the lack of support from
Congress ( took action against strikes when in power in provinces)



Based on the arguments made come to the conclusion – should be on the lines of that labour
movement in India despite the favourable conditions could never really grow. Whatever it grew,
Congress had a role to play in the ideological development of the movement. Implementation of
ideology done mostly by local leaders.

Conclusion – Mention the overall achievement of the labour movement during national movement
and how it carried the freedom struggle forward.
Background:

The process of the disparate groups of workers in various parts of country emerging as an organized, selfconscious, all India class is inextricably linked with the growth of the Indian national movement and the process
of the Indian ‘nation-in-the-making’ because the notion of the Indian working class could not exist before the
notion of the Indian ‘people’ had begun to take root.

Early hesitation by Congress:

The early nationalists in the beginning paid relatively little attention to the question of workers despite the truly
wretched conditions under which they existed at that time.


Reason for the relatively lukewarm attitude was that the nationalists did not wish to weaken the common
struggle against British rule which was the primary task to be achieved in a colonial situation. So they did
not want to create any divisions within the ranks of the Indian people.



Most of the nationalist newspapers denied the need for any Government legislation to regulate working
conditions and
actively opposed the Factories Act of 1881 and 1891.



Similarly, strikes in Indian textiles mills were generally not supported.



Congress wanted to confine to questions in which the entire nation has a direct participation .



The early nationalists saw rapid industrialisation as the panacea for the problems of Indian poverty and
degradation and were unwilling to countenance any measure which would impede this process.

Crucial role in shaping labour movements :



British owned enterprises:

The scenario completely altered when the question was of Indian labour employed in British-owned
enterprises. Here the nationalists had no hesitation in giving full support to the workers.



The fact that the exploiter in signalers strike in May 1899 in the Great Indian Peninsular (GIP) Railway was
foreign was enough to take agitation against it a national issue and an integral part of national movement.

Print media:

The Indian National Congress and the nationalist newspapers began a campaign against the manner in
which the tea plantation workers in Assam were reduced to virtual slavery, with European planters being
given powers, through legislation to arrest, punish and prevent the running away of labour.



An appeal was made to national honour and dignity to protest against this unbridled exploitation by foreign
capitalists aided by the colonial state..



At the turn of the century, with the growth of the working class, there emerged a new tendency among the
nationalist intelligentsia. B.C. Pal and G. Subramania Iyer, for example, began to talk of the need for legislation
to protect the workers, the weaker section, against the powerful capitalists.



In 1903, Subramania Iyer urged that workers should combine and organize themselves into unions to fight for
their rights and the public must give every help to the workers in achieving this task.
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AITUC:



The most important development was the formation of the All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC) in 1920
and congress formed a committee consisting of prominent Congressmen to assist its work.

Congress governments:

During the tenure of the Congress Provincial Governments the trade union movement showed a
phenomenal rise.



Between 1937 and 1939 the number of trade unions increased from 271 to 562 .




The number of strikes also increased considerably.



One of the principal factors which gave a fillip to the trade union movement in this period was the
increased civil liberties under the Congress Governments and the pro-labour attitude of many of the
Congress ministries.



It is significant that a peculiar feature of the strikes in this period was that a majority of them ended
successfully, with full or partial victory for the workers.

Influenced government to recognise Trade unions as legal entity by Trade Union act, 1926

Other parties also provided support:

Workers under Communist and radical nationalist influence participated in a large number of strikes and
demonstrations all over the country between 1927 and 1929.



Communists since 1934 re-enacted the mainstream of nationalist politics. They also rejoined the AITUC in
1935. Left influence in nationalist politics and the trade union movement once again began to grow rapidly.



The Communists, the Congress Socialists and the Left nationalists led by Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhash Bose now
formed a powerful Left consolidation within the Congress and other mass organizations.

Q) Though repressed with force by the British the Royal Indian Navy mutiny deserves its
special place in Indian freedom struggle due to multiple reasons. Trace those reasons. (250
words)
Key demand of the question
The question is fairly explicit in the sense that it requires us to bring out the reasons why RIN revolt
was significant for the Indian freedom struggle. Other aspects that are to brought out are details of
the RIN revolt, how force was used to control it and whether it was truly significant.
Directive word
Trace those reasons – The reasons for the significance of RIN revolt for the Indian freedom struggle
is to be brought out. Thereafter our own view on the significance of the RIN revolt is solicited.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – Briefly mention about the RIN revolt and was it was suppressed. Mention that for
many scholars it was a turning point for the British decision to leave India.
Body – Bring out the reasons why RIN revolt was significant for the Indian freedom struggle.
Conclusion – After bringing out the reasons , mention your own view on how significant the RIN
revolt was deciding the course of our freedom struggle.
Background:

The Royal Indian Navy mutiny was arguably the single most important event in convincing the British government
that it could no longer hold on to India.
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RIN revolt:

RIN revolt started on 18 February 1946 in Bombay.



The naval ratings on HMIS Talwar protested against the poor quality of food and racial discrimination by British
officers.



The demands advanced by the naval central strike committee combined service grievances with wider national
concerns.



The strike spread to other naval establishments around the country.

It has a special place:

Massive outpouring of public support for the mutineers.






The RIN strike was a unique example of breaking down the wall of difference between army and
people. The common people rendered all possible help to the striking ratings.

Threatened British:

Indian sepoys had been the main instrument through which the British were able to maintain their hold on
the Indian empire.



Seeing that the nationalistic feelings had affected the army they were in serious doubt whether they could
hold India any longer.



The far-reaching and widespread impact of nationalism was made amply clear. In a way, it expedited the
process of transfer of power, with the British understanding that the means through which they had
India subjugated for close to two centuries, were now beyond their control.

Unity:

The RIN Revolt showed that it was possible to unite the Hindus and Muslims in a struggle against the British.



The RIN Revolt encouraged the soldiers in other branches of the British armed forces in India to express their
dissatisfaction.



The British were for the first time forced to adopt a conciliatory stance, and agreed to redress a number of
grievances related to working conditions of the ratings.



On February 19, the second day of this mutiny, Cabinet Mission was sent to India.



Despite huge support congress leaders did not support it.

Conclusion:

Despite severe crackdown and no mutual support from national leaders, naval mutiny of 1946 was indeed a
watershed moment in the history of India’s freedom struggle.

Q) A real breakthrough in terms of revolutionary ideology and the goals of revolution and the
forms of revolutionary struggle was made by Bhagat Singh and his comrades. Critically
analyze. (250 words)
India’s struggle for independence Pg 245
Key demand of the question
The question is making an assertion that the revolutionary ideology espoused by Bhagat Singh and
his comrades were a break from the past revolutionary ideology. We have to critically analyze this
claim by examining how Bhagat Singh made a breakthrough in the ideology. We also have to bring
out those aspects of the ideology which were not transformed. Based on this, we have to provide
our view on whether Bhagat Singh and his comrades actually made a breakthrough in the
revolutionary ideology.
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Directive word
Critically analyze – When asked to analyze, you have to examine methodically the structure or
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.
You need to conclude with a fair judgement, after analyzing the nature of each component part and
interrelationship between them. Here focus on the terms goals of revolution and the forms of
revolutionary struggle and mould your answer under these two heads.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – Mention details of the new phase of the revolutionary terrorists which is being talked
about in the question such as where did it behind, what was the overall objective etc
Body


Discuss the changes brought about in the revolutionary ideology by Bhagat Singh and his
comrades. Eg talk about the ideas of socialism like ending exploitation of man by man, focus on
peasant and labour organisation, lesser emphasis on individual acts of heroism etc



Discuss the things that did not change in the ideology. Eg they could not realise that gaining
mass support was needed, post the lathi charge etc they again resorted to their tested method
of individual acts of heroism etc

Conclusion – Present your view on the assertion based on the arguments made above.
Background:

Bhagat Singh is one of the only national heroes, perhaps after Gandhi, who is venerated across India. This could
be attributed to his appeal as a martyr, which cuts across his and his comrades political ideologies.

Revolutionary ideology and goals of revolution:

Hindustan republican association’s manifesto had been declared in 1925 that it stood for abolition of all
systems which make the exploitation of man by man possible. Its founding council had decided to preach social
revolutionary and communistic principles.


The HRA had also decided to start labour and peasant organizations and to work for an organized and armed
revolution.



Emphasizing the role of ideas in the making of revolution, Bhagat Singh declared that the sword of revolution is
sharpened on the whetting-stone of ideas. This atmosphere of wide reading and deep thinking pervaded the
ranks of the HSRA leadership.



Punjab Naujawan Bharat Sabha :

Singh had turned to Marxism and had come to believe that popular broad-based mass movements alone
could lead to a successful revolution.



That is why Bhagat Singh helped establish the Punjab Naujawan Bharat Sabha in 1926 as the open wing of
the revolutionaries.



The Sabha was to carry out open political work among the youth, peasants and workers.



Bhagat Singh and Sukhdev also organized the Lahore Students Union for open, legal work among the students.



Patient intellectual and political work appealed to be too slow and too akin to the Congress style of politics which
the revolutionaries wanted to transcend.



Revolution:

Bhagat Singh and his comrades also gave expression to their understanding that revolution meant the
development and organization of a mass movement of the exploited and suppressed sections of society
by the revolutionary intelligentsia



Bhagat Singh and his comrades also made a major advance in broadening the scope and definition of
revolution. Revolution was no longer equated with mere militancy or violence. Its first objective was
national liberation the overthrow of imperialism.
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But it must go beyond and work for a new socialist social order, it must bend exploitation of man by man.



Bhagat Singh understood the danger communalism posed to the nation and the national movement.



Bhagat Singh also saw the importance of freeing the people from the mental bondage of religion and
superstition.



Committed to inquilab (revolution), but not merely a political revolution. He wanted a social revolution to
break age-old discriminatory practices such as untouchability, gender discrimination etc.

Armed revolution:

Singh believed that something as precious as Independence can only be achieved by a thorough cleansing
of the exploitative nature of imperialism.



He opined that such change can only be brought forward by means of an armed revolution, in similar lines
to the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia. He introduced the slogan “Inquilab Zindabad” which sort of
transformed into the war cry of the Indian Independence movement.

Criticism:

Government action gradually decimated the revolutionary terrorist ranks.



Politics of the revolutionary terrorists had severe limitations :

Theirs was not the politics of a mass movement



They failed to politically activate the masses or move them into political actions



They could not even establish contact with the masses.



Post the lathi charge during Simon commission they again resorted to their tested method of individual acts
of heroism etc.

Conclusion:Bhagat Singh and his comrades made an abiding contribution to the national freedom movement. Their deep
patriotism, courage and determination, and sense of sacrifice stirred the Indian people. They helped spread nationalist
consciousness in the land.

Topic – History of the world – redrawal of national boundaries ; India and its bilateral relations.
Q) The tensions and disputes between Pakistan and India are fundamentally different to the
issues between the Koreas, which make an India Pakistan thaw unlikely. Critically analyze.
(250 words)
Indian express
Why this question
There are few supposedly intractable conflicts in the world – India Pakistan and Korean peninsula
figure prominently in that list. The possibility of a thaw in Korean peninsula provides an opportunity
to draw parallels between the two conflicts and examine whether an India Pakistan thaw is
probable.
Key demand of the question
The question makes two assertions both of which have to be critically analysed. They are


That there are dissimilarities between the India Pakistan conflict and the Korean conflict. We
have to examine whether it is indeed so



Because of the dissimilarities, an India Pakistan thaw is unlikely – we have to examine whether
we can take learnings from the Korean thaw to normalise India Pakistan relationship.

Our opinion on the two assertions is to be provided.
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Directive word
Critically analyze – When asked to critically analyze, you have to examine methodically the structure
or nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a
summary. You need to conclude with a fair judgement, after analyzing the nature of each
component part and interrelationship between them.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – discuss the current development in Korean peninsula and how that has proved that
there are no permanent friends or enemies in international relations, what matters is national
interest.
Introduction


Critically analyze the first assertion. Bring both sides of the picture in focus – mention the
similarities and dissimilarities in the two conflicts. Provide your opinion on whether the situation
is similar or not.



Critically analyze the second statement. Discuss whether India Pakistan relations can be
improved by a leap of faith taken by our leaders or the issues are much deep rooted. Analyze the
issue from various perspectives like
o

Historical – mistrust due to past experiences etc

o

Geopolitical – role of great powers in the conflict

o

Strategic – terrorism, nuclear weapons etc

o

Economic – trade

o

Cultural – P2P relations etc

o

Role of leadership

o

Ideological etc

Conclusion – provide a balanced judgment and what lessons can we draw from the thaw.
Background:

India Pakistan conflict and the Korean conflict have been one of the most disputed issues of the world. The latest
success of Korean summit which made its step towards peace raised questions of similar agreement in the India
Pakistan relations.

Issues between Pakistan and India are different than between both the Korean countries:

The religious and voluntary basis of the South Asian partition stands in contrast to the primacy of
the geopolitical in the division of the Korean Peninsula.



Unification:-







Both the North and South Korea are formally committed to the idea of unification.



In the Subcontinent, though, the idea of unification is not even considered.

Identity:

Current peace process is certainly animated by the idea that Korean people are one.



Idea of a shared identity, of course, faces much resistance from the deep state in Pakistan.

Nuclear focus:

In Korea, the entire focus is on the denuclearisation of the Peninsula. While the North that has its own
nuclear weapons, the South depends on the extended deterrence offered by the US nuclear arsenal.



On top of it, India has been nearly integrated into the global nuclear order and Pakistan wants the same
status accorded.
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Relationship between nuclear weapons and peace is also framed differently in the two regions.


In Korea, denuclearisation is seen as a precondition for peace.



In South Asia, political reconciliation between India and Pakistan, will help reduce the salience of
nuclear weapons.

An equally important difference relates to the way North Korea and Pakistan have defined the strategic
value of nuclear weapons.




North Korea is seeing nuclear weapons as the key to unlocking peace, the Pakistan army saw them as
providing the impunity to conduct a low intensity conflict against its neighbours India and Afghanistan
through cross-border terrorism.

Role of great powers:

A major difference between the two regions is the role of great powers.



Although no region in Asia was immune from the great power rivalry during the Cold War, the degree
of that intervention varied quite a bit.



The Peninsula was a frontline theatre in the conflict between the East and West which was not the case
with India.

Similarities:

Both the regions were partitioned after the Second World War.



Nuclear weapons loom large over them.



Assessing the military aspects of the agreement, commonalities too would stand out.





The first is to cease all acts of hostilities against each other.



The second is to convert the border (demilitarised zone) into one of peace by stopping all hostile acts.



The third is to resolve the sea border to prevent accidental clashes. In India-Pakistan case, it would involve
avoiding arrest of fishermen who inadvertently stray across.



Finally, hold frequent defence ministerial and working level meetings to discuss and resolve military issues.
In India-Pakistan context, this could aim at resolving ceasefire violations while enhancing confidence building
measures.

Under the peace regime, the only common factor is strictly adhering to a non-aggression agreement that
precludes the use of force.

Thawing of India Pakistan relationship is not possible:



Korean case is different:

The reason why the Korean agreement would succeed and bring about an era of peace is because the two
leaders, who met and negotiated the settlement, hold complete sway over their nation.



Their words and decisions would be implemented in letter and spirit.



More importantly it is their belief and trust that civil and military diplomacy can move forward
simultaneously thereby reducing tensions and enforcing peace.



Hence, thaw in the Korean peninsula would come at the same pace as tensions which rose to a peak in
the last one year

Historical:



Memories of historical incidents like partition leading to riots, wars fought has instilled a sense of insecurity
in the public mind .

Kashmir issue and terrorism:

The proxy war in Kashmir, infiltration of militants, terror strikes and building an anti-India hype has
alienated India-Pakistan
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Geopolitical:



Every Indian government has taken a step forward to reach out to its Pakistan counterpart, only to be pushed
back by a terror strike. The Pakistan civilian government lacks control over its own army, hence chances
of success remain bleak.

The difference in perception remains on the involvement of other powers in Kashmir Pakistan is keen for
involving other nations, including the UN in negotiations, whereas India desires only bilateral meetings
based on the Shimla agreement.

Multiple issues:

India-Pakistan has unsettled territorial issues, political incompatibility, irreconcilable positions on national
identity, and the absence of significant economic and trade relations between the two states which cause
the rivalry to persist.



The role of world powers is slowly visible in south Asia with China actively involving in CPEC corridor, US
proximity towards India etc. This again makes both sides sceptical about the outcomes.

Yes, India Pakistan friendship is possible :

Observing the nature of agreement signed between the Koreans, there is a ray of hope that if the right approach
is adopted, an era of peace could emerge even in India-Pakistan case.



If the two governments can interact at a discreet level, seeking to push a common framework of peace while
letting working groups, including the Pakistan and Indian army negotiate military aspects, it could usher in a
change.



While the civilian leadership negotiates peace and stability and decides the broad framework, military leaders
negotiate ceasefire and terrorism related issues. Ignoring military diplomacy as at present would result in
continued tensions .



There are always limits to which civil and military diplomacy can succeed in isolation. However when combined,
much more can be achieved.

Conclusion:

There is always room for creative diplomacy. Pakistan need to realise that nuclear weapons are not an end in
themselves. And that the leverage offered by nuclear weapons could be traded for economic benefit and
normalisation of relations with adversaries.



Akin to the Koreans, we need to consider a combined civil-military diplomacy model for a solution in the Indian
sub-continent.

Q) Napoleon was the child of the Revolution, but in many ways he reversed the aims and
principles of the movement from which he sprang. Critically analyze. (250 words)
Key demand of the question
The question makes two basic assertions which have to be analyzed. That Napolean was the child of
the revolution meaning that his rise can be attributed to French revolution and that he disregarded
the aims and principles of the French revolution. These have to be critically analyzed ie the veracity
of these assertions have to be established or unfounded.
Directive word
Critically analyze – When asked to analyze, you have to examine methodically the structure or
nature of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary.
You need to conclude with a fair judgement, after analyzing the nature of each component part and
interrelationship between them.
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Structure of the answer
Introduction – Highlight the overall significance of Napolean in the history of Europe in general and
France in particular.
Body – For the first part of your answer, highlight the political instability in France at the time of the
revolution as a result of the French Revolution. This provided an opportunity to Napolean to take
charge and declare himself to be the emperor of France. This is how he came to power and could be
described as the child of the revolution.
Thereafter, examine the principles of French revolution contained in the constitution of 1789 and
how Napolean changed these principles thereafter in his constitution. Examine the changes related
to economy, polity, society etc that Napolean made which reversed the progress of French
revolution. As an opposite view, one can also write how Napolean helped spread the ideal of French
revolution through his wars in Europe which was ultimately corrected through the Vienna Congress.
Conclusion – present your view by summarising your arguments and discuss the overall contribution
of Napolean.
Background :

Napoleon was a French statesman and military leader who rose to prominence during the French Revolution and
led several successful campaigns during the French Revolutionary Wars.

Aims and principles of the movement (French revolution)from which Napoleon sprang :

Liberty, property, equality, fraternity, uniformity, utility, popular sovereignty; these are just some words that best
describe the aims and principles of the French Revolution.

How was Napoleon child of the revolution:

Napoleon can be seen as a direct heir to the revolution: here was a general who portrayed himself as a saviour
of a France at war, divided, disorderly and weak



Napoleon’s rise owed everything to the French Revolution, to its ideals of liberty and equality, the meritocracy
that lay at its roots, and the huge institutional changes that it wrought.



Without the events of 1789, France would have retained the restrictive legal order of the Old Regime, with its
emphasis on privilege and inheritance, its passion for nobility and hierarchy etc.



He used French revolution as a stepping stone to grow and reach his final title of Emperor.

His views were sync with the principles of French revolution:

In an economic sense, Napoleon definitely followed some of the earlier revolutionary principles in his reform of
the nation.




Religious equality:





Napoleon introduced limits on grain exports (due to poor harvests) in 1811 and placed price limits on bread
and grain in 1812, much like the revolutionary governments such as ‘The Assembly’ and ‘The Convention’.

Napoleon allowed for equal rights for Protestants and Jews, these definitely maintain the revolutionary
aims.

Political accountability:

The Senate and the Legislative body could limit Napoleon’s freedom. This can be seen as something positive
as this means that he did not wanted to show himself as a dictator but as an enlightened despot.



The code he enshrined many of the achievements of the revolution as it confirmed the abolition of
feudalism, equality before the law and freedom of conscience, and gave fixed title to those who had bought
church and émigré lands during the 1790s.

In terms of military expansion and conquest, Napoleon was very much a child of the Revolution. The French
revolutionaries sought to extend the Revolution beyond the boundaries of France to bring the benefits of liberty
to the poor, benighted masses of other countries groaning under the lash of monarchical oppression.
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How did he reverse the aims of the movement :

Against dissent:



Napoleon relied on public opinion to prevent hostile criticism. In other words, dissent was nearly impossible.
Printers and booksellers swore oaths of allegiance and all newspapers fell under state control. So, by
repressing liberty, subverting republicanism and restoring absolutism, Napoleon reversed some of the
liberal gains of the Revolution.

He instituted the CODE NAPOLEON which incorporated the great principles of 1789: equality before the law,
careers open to talent, freedom of religion, protection of private property, abolition of serfdom, and the
secularization of the state.


The Code, however, also had its less-liberal side. Workers were denied collective bargaining, trade unions
were outlawed, and a system of labor passports was instituted.



Undermined the principles of 1789, the end result was that many of the achievements of the Revolution were
made French realities.



What started out as a war of liberation soon turned into a war of conquest, and this formed the basis of
Napoleon’s inheritance.



Napoleon’s constitution was contradictory to what the revolution supported. As Napoleon grew in power and in
confidence he became more aggressive. In 1801, he said “We finished with the romance of the Revolution; we
must now begin its history”.



No equality:-





His Legion of Honour, and the awarding of titles and honours was a clearly a contradiction to equality as
these could be bought and kept for life.



Women were declared to be inferior to men by law, and children had no rights at all.



According to Napoleon, courage and talent should be rewarded without distinction of birth but this
statement was false as nobility and privileges were bought.



The possibility of careers open to talent and promotion persisted on who you knew and where you came
from, than on merit.



Even taxation, which was a massive issue in the revolution, was not equal in Napoleon’s France. He increased
indirect taxation in a large scale.

Liberty of action and freedom of speech were strictly restricted.




Women lost practically all rights they gained and now were again properties of their husbands or fathers.

Dictator:

There are many evidences of this since he came to power as he declares himself first consul and then
emperor which certainly gave him a great deal of power within the state.



The centralised nature of government and administration also supports the notion of authority from above.



Moreover, he did enforce censorship and made great use of propaganda. In addition, his ministry of Police
and the use made of spies and informers, special courts and administration imprisonment would support
the notion of a police state.



Napoleon’s control of the government system was more absolute than that of the monarchy that ruled in
France before 1789.



He centralized his power and willingly used his army to alter the make up of the governments, which were
ideas of the Directory..

Conclusion:

Napoleon was in fact a creation of the revolution as he rose to power because of the situation France was in,
though he did not back up its principles using his own ideals created from a combination of both the Revolution
and the Monarchy.
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To some extent, Napoleon represented a synthesis of the ancient regime and the Revolution. At heart he was a
revolutionary, but, in practice, he acted more like a king, culminating in his crowning as Emperor in 1804.

Topic: Events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars, redrawal of national
boundaries, colonization, decolonization, political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism
etc.- their forms and effect on the society.
Q) The global capitalist system’s periphery and semi-periphery is economically, politically, and
militarily subordinate to its centre. Critically comment. (250 words)
Reference
Why this question
This is a general socialism vs capitalism question demanding a sharp understanding and clear
opinion on the issue. The twist here is the focus on the present global capitalist system rather than
the historical narrative. The question is related to GS-1 syllabus under the following headingEvents from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries,
colonization, decolonization, political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their
forms and effect on the society.
Key demand of the question.
the question wants us to dig deeper into the present globalist capital system and see how it is related
to the peripheral and semi-peripheral bodies ( countries, international and regional organizations/
bodies/ unions). we have to present a personal opinion on the given statement.
Directive word
Critically comment- we have to form an opinion on the issue/ statement and give justifications in
support of our opinion. But we also have to see the other side of the question and highlight the
blessings of capitalist system, particularly the present global capitalist system.
Structure of the answer
Introduction– give a general description of present global capitalist system and their spread- e.g
google, amazon, facebook, Apple, Alibaba, Samsung, Lockheed martin, adidas, etc.
Body- divide the body into main parts. Take the help of the comprehensive article attached as the
link.


discuss the economic share of such corporations in the world economy and highlight the unequal
distribution of revenue and difference in labour wages between central ( America, Europe,
China) and peripheral economies (most of developing and underdeveloped world.



Discuss their power to shape and alter political decisions in the peripheral countries and how
they have shaped the global military conflicts and weaponization programmes.

Conclusion– Form a personal opinion on the given issue and mention the good points about
capitalism and reasons why it is still surviving and more accepted than socialism.
Background:

Today capitalism is undergoing on a global scale with both physical and technological presence. The usage of
global internet networks like Google, social media platforms like Facebook, online shopping websites like
Amazon shows the extent to which the companies have made their presence felt in the developing and the
under developed countries.
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How centre is dominating periphery and semi-periphery in multiple aspects:







Political:

The spread of social network platforms led to rise of Arab Spring and never ending protests in West Asia.



Concentration of wealth will lead to concentration of power. This will generate tremendous anger at the
bottom, and that anger will disrupt everything. Brexit is the outcome of this anger.



A much higher rate of exploitation in the periphery and semi-periphery, and an unequal sharing of the
system’s surplus, with the ruling classes and professional elites of the centre getting the hindmost, forms
the core of the system’s exploitative institutional structure.



Unethical behaviour of political leaders in the greed of money from the tycoons leads to some decisions for
the sake of those business companies and sideline the welfare the common citizens.

Economical:

Leading to concentration of wealth in a few hands .Oxfam report says that eight people own more wealth
than the bottom 50 percent of the world.



The capitalist system is a machine which sucks up wealth from the bottom to send it to the top.



With stagnation (slow economic growth, high unemployment/underemployment and excess capacity) at
the centre, a worldwide proliferation of oligopolistic multinational corporations, and “financialisation of
the capital accumulation process a large, relatively independent financial superstructure towers over the
real part of the world economy and most of its national units.



This financial superstructure has, in turn, influenced the structure and functioning of the world’s major
“real” economies and the corporations therein, obliging their managements to also engage in financial
speculation.



With retained earnings not finding profitable outlets in real capital formation, they are diverted into
speculative financial channels.



Multinational corporations are also culprits of facilitating illicit financial outflows through the manipulation
of trade transactions. Trade misinvoicing, transfer pricing, payments between parent companies and their
subsidiaries, and profit-shifting mechanisms designed to conceal revenues are all common practices by
companies seeking to maximise profits.



Companies use tax evasion and tax avoidance, taking advantage of legal loopholes of the international
corporate taxation system.



With growing financial liberalisation, the rates of return to wealth overtook the rates of return to all types
of work. Global economic growth is slowing down while wealth inequality is accelerating.



State capture by the wealthy in advanced capitalist economies is easily documented in terms of numerous
policies against the public interest which serve the interests of the elite.



The growth of high-skilled jobs and the automation of medium-skilled jobs means, on the central projection,
that inequality will rise by 30%.



The more a country’s economy shifts to a post-industrial stage, the more its dependence on imports grows,
in the process gobbling up other countries resources.

Militarily:

Without conflicts amongst countries the business of weapon making will not survive. So capitalist system
creates a sense of insecurity that countries would want to enhance their military technologies as deterrence.



They also increasingly exploit the resources of the rest of the world in the form of raw materials used to
make the products they import.

The environmental impact in the exporting countries includes the use of open areas for raising animal feed as
well as large-scale use of water resources.
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Positives :

By 2015, the World Bank estimated that less than 10 percent of the world’s population was living in extreme
poverty. Capitalism has demonstrably improved the lives and general welfare of millions of people.



The capitalism has opened free trade between countries. The better economic interaction among countries has
opened new avenues of employment opportunities. With surge in foreign investment, the developing countries
now get access to better technologies and skills.



Capitalists enjoy a high degree of legitimacy today because they have found ways of co-opting thought leaders
and the managerial class, as well as ways of keeping the labour class weak and divided.



Technology made possible by the greater capital invested by American and other Western firms, which raises
the productivity of each worker. Similarly, the more modernized plants of the American companies translate to
better and safer working conditions.



Technology and industrial mechanization the achievements of the minds of men made possible by freedom
are raising living standards in 21st century Asia.



The growing influence of capitalism brings countries together and this significantly impacts defence and military
strategy of the countries as well.


Due to this growing cooperation war might not a reality and countries look to resolve issues amicably
through diplomacy

Q) Vietnam War was a part of the larger cold war rivalry between capitalism on one side and
communism on the other. Discuss. (250 words)
World History by Norman Lowe
Wikipedia
Britannica
Why this question
Vietnam War was one of the most protracted modern wars in which the world’s most powerful
country suffered defeat at the hands of a small newly independent country. Question is related to
GS 1 syllabus under the following headingEvents from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries,
colonization, decolonization, political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their
forms and effect on the society.
Key demand of the question
The question wants us to write in detail about the background, reasons and progress of the war and
discuss how the war was a part of the larger rivalry between US and allies on one side and Russia
along with its allies on the other.
Directive word
Discuss – we have to write in detail about the main cause of the war, goals of the warring groups
and how the rivalry between communism and capitalism shaped the war.
Structure of the answer
Introduction- give a brief description of the duration of the war along with the main parties involved
and battlegrounds involved.
Body –


discuss the parties to the war in detail. e.g Army of the Republic of Vietnam and US army vs
People’s army of Vietnam and Viet Cong.



discuss the main reasons behind the war ( communism vs anti-communism headed by US).
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discuss the main goals of the warring groups and their level of involvement.

Conclusion– mention the effect of the war on Vietnam- politically strengthened but economically
shattered, build up of American anti-war opinion etc and ultimately the withdrawal of US and victory
for Vietnam.
Background:

Vietnam War was a long, costly and divisive conflict that pitted the communist government of North Vietnam
against South Vietnam and its principal ally, the United States. The conflict was intensified by the ongoing Cold
War between the United States and the Soviet Union.

Parties involved:

There were 4 military organizations total that were involved in this war, however, they can be divided into 2 sides
based on their common goals, the communist side and the anti-communist side.



On the anti-communist side, there were the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) and the U.S. military



On the other side, the People’s Army of Vietnam (PAVN) (more commonly called the North Vietnamese Army, or
NVA, in English-language sources), and the National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam (NLF, more
commonly known as the Viet Cong in English language sources).

Vietnam war was part of larger cold war:

All of the key moments in the process emerged from different contexts and the thinking of various players, but
there were three threads that unified them: communism, the Cold War, and credibility.



The global context is also important because Cold War tensions between the U.S., the Soviet Union, and China
also shaped events related to the Vietnam War.


The Vietnam conflict also played into Cold War superpower rivalries, which, in turn, shaped superpower
decision making.



As the U.S., the Soviet Union, and China vied for alliances with newly independent countries, Vietnam
became one of the proving grounds on which all three countries tried to make their mark.



The U.S. gave economic and military aid to South Vietnam, while the Soviet Union and China offered similar
assistance to North Vietnam. Although authorities in both Vietnams tried to assert themselves and resist
superpower control, the Cold War power struggle between the U.S., the Soviet Union, and China was key in
shaping the Vietnam War.



The North Vietnamese government and the Viet Cong were fighting to reunify Vietnam. They viewed the conflict
as a colonial war and a continuation of the First Indochina War against forces from France and later on the United
States. The U.S. government viewed its involvement in the war as a way to prevent a communist takeover of
South Vietnam. This was part of the domino theory of a wider containment policy, with the stated aim of
stopping the spread of communism.



Southeast Asia was so important in the minds of America policymakers and their allies that the U.S., along with
Britain, France, Australia, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, and Thailand, established the Southeast Asia
Treaty Organization (SEATO) in September 1954.





SEATO’s purpose was to prevent communism from gaining ground in the region, and although South
Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos couldn’t join because the Geneva Accords prevented them from joining
international military alliances, they were included as SEATO protectorates.



This designation provided a justification for U.S. involvement in Vietnam because SEATO members
pledged to act to prevent the spread of communism in Southeast Asia.

In the context of the Cold War power struggle, and in the context of U.S. efforts to court allies in the decolonizing
world, Americans had to prove that their pronouncements about containing communism, supporting noncommunist governments, and aiding democracy building were credible.


Johnson’s anxieties about U.S. credibility, combined with political instability in Saigon, China’s resistance to
negotiations, and Hanoi’s refusal to remove troops from South Vietnam and stop aiding the National
Liberation Front led him to escalate the U.S. military presence in Vietnam from 1964 through 1967.
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Conclusion:

Vietnam was unified but the social and economic cost for Vietnam was enormous with an estimated 2 million
people were killed and ultimately US pulled out of the war.

Q) Socialism is like a hat that has lost its shape because everyone wears it. Evaluate in context
of the various forms of socialism in practice during 19th and 20th century. (250 words)
Key demand of the question
The question makes an assertion that socialism has lost its meaning because of the various forms of
socialism in practice. We have to examine the various schools of socialism, their similarities and
differences and whether socialism still conveys some essential meaning or whether it is just a meta
ideology.
Directive word
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidences. You have to appraise the worth
of the statement in question. There is scope for forming a personal opinion here.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – Highlight what the statement tries to convey before going into its evaluation
Body


Bring out the contrasts in the various forms of socialism in practice over the ages – revolutionary
socialism as advocated by Mao, Marx, Lenin; Fabian socialism; Syndicate socialism etc



Examine whether their end objectives and their methods had some semblance of similarity.



Examine whether our understanding of socialism has reached some ground and what it means
to us today

Conclusion – Highlight that till the time inequality exists in society, socialism will be relevant.
Background:

Socialism is a range of economic and social systems characterised by social ownership and democratic control of
the means of production as well as the political theories and movements associated with them.



Broadly, it’s a political and economic system under which the means of production are owned by the community
as a whole, with government ensuring the equitable distribution of wealth.



Socialism has morphed into Soviet-style communism and spawned Latin American dictatorships, while in Europe,
many countries combine socialistic principles with capitalism and democracy. In the U.S., programs that
opponents once condemned as socialism, such as Social Security and Medicare, are now deeply embedded in our
society.



Socialism has been incorporated in many liberal democracies like India with the welfare state concept so the
unique features of socialism have already been adopted. So socialists cannot actually define socialism in the
present context.

Forms of socialism in 19th and 20th century:

Utopian Socialism:


One of the earliest forms of socialism founded by the Welsh Spiritualist philosopher Robert Owen . In
contrast to later socialist schools of thought which would advocate violent revolution, the Utopians believed
that capitalists could be convinced to become socialists purely through rational persuasion



This was more a vision of equality than a concrete plan. It arose in the early 19th century, before
industrialization. It would be achieved peacefully through a series of experimental societies
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Democratic Socialism:


The second type of Socialism that like Utopian Socialism was born in the United Kingdom in the 19th Century.
In contrast to Utopian Socialism ,Democratic Socialism does not advocate a return to agrarian communities



Instead, it advocates gradual reforms within the industrial market system and electoral, parliamentary
democracy .



Democratic Socialists are arguably the most pragmatic socialists in that instead of demanding immediate
market abolition like Marxist-Leninists, Trotskyists and some Libertarian Socialists, they work within the
market system from below in order to gently nudge employers to give workers fairer wages.



The factors of production are managed by a democratically elected government. Central planning distributes
common goods, such as mass transit, housing, and energy, while the free market is allowed to distribute
consumer goods.

Revolutionary Socialism:


Founded in the Industrial Revolution era in Germany and put into practice in Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, China,
North Korea etc and many other third-world nations in various forms.



Revolutionary Socialists saw both of the older schools of Socialist thought as insufficient for the task of
fundamentally transforming society from a capitalist one into a socialist one. The reason being in their eyes
the Utopians and Democratic Socialists did not have a proper consciousness of the extent of the injustices
inherent to class society.



As such, Revolutionary Socialists rejected the notion that capitalism could be reformed to be more fair to
workers, believing capitalism was inherently exploitative and thus needed to be abolished by any means
necessary



Revolutionary socialism is the socialist doctrine that social revolution is necessary in order to bring about
structural changes to society. More specifically, it is the view that revolution is a necessary precondition for
a transition from capitalism to socialism



Revolutionary socialism is opposed to social movements that seek to gradually ameliorate the economic and
social problems of capitalism through political reform.



Revolutionary Socialist theorists and activists include or have included Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, Vladimir
Lenin, Joseph Stalin, Mao Zedong, Rosa Luxemburg and Malcolm X.

Libertarian Socialism:






Libertarian Socialism seeks the dismantling of all injust social and economic hierarchies. Whilst Libertarian
Socialists may be either revolutionaries or reformists, they generally agree that early attempts at creating
socialist societies failed due to their statist nature, viewing statism as a contradiction to the egalitarian
values of socialism on the basis that states promote social stratification and class disparities.

Fabian Socialism:


This type of socialism was extolled by a British organization in the late 1900s. It advocated a gradual change
to socialism through laws, elections, and other peaceful means.



The Fabians constructed a model of socialism which they claimed could be achieved through a programme
of nationalisation and delivery of welfare services directed by national government, with some tasks
delegated to local municipalities elected by the people, but with effective control in the hands of those who
knew best, the professional classes.



A long way indeed from the original socialist vision that working people could live and prosper in selfgoverning and co-operative communities, where they exercised ownership and control.

Marxism, Leninism, and Maoism:

They are thus not separate ideologies, but represent the constant growth and advancement of one and the
same ideology .



Maoism has a more rural bent than the ideologies espoused by Marx and Lenin.
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Marxism-Leninism, as the Soviet version of communism is often called, held that urban workers should form
the revolutionary vanguard. Mao Zedong, on the other hand, believed that Communist revolutions should
gestate among the rural peasantry, who would later join with their proletariat comrades in the cities to form
classless paradises.



Marxism:-





Marx argued that “proletarian” revolutions could only occur in fully industrialized and capitalist
countries. He argued that, in such countries, workers would eventually release they are toiling for the
benefit of the middle and upper classes, forcibly overthrow their employers and create a communist
state.



According to Marx, countries like Russia, did not have the proper environment for a proletarian
revolution because of its lack of industrialization and its reliance on agriculture.

Lenin however, argued that an underdeveloped and autocratic nation such as the Russia Empire, would be
the first to turn communist.





Lenin also modified the Marxist theory of a “dictatorship of the proletarian” into a dictatorship of the
exclusive Communist Party. Lenin developed the idea of “vanguardism” which believes that a
communist revolution can only be implemented by an elite core of revolutionaries called the vanguard.



According to Marxism-Leninism, the vanguard (i.e the Communist Party) would instigate the revolution,
ban all opposition parties and create a one-party socialist republic.

Maoism:-





Mao Zedong suffer the same conflict with Marxism as Lenin did. China at this time was far from an
industrialized nation (the ideal revolutionary society according to Marx) but consisted of primarily a
rural peasant population. Like Lenin, Mao disagreed with Marx’s assumption that communist
revolution could only be achieved in developed industrialized countries.



Mao’s variation of communism focused on the mobilizing rural farmers as opposed to urban industrial
workers, as Mao himself was originally a peasant farmer. Mao describes his version of communism as
“Marxism adapted for Chinese circumstances.”

Leninism and Maoism both utilizes the theories of Marxism, however fit such in the reality of their society.

TOPIC: Salient features of Indian Society; Effects of globalization on Indian society
Q) Despite affirmative action policies, caste consciousness is a part of everyday lives of Indians.
Analyze. (250 words)
Indian Express
Why this question
Recently, there are have been a lot of agitations by certain sections particularly dalits. SC has also
given a judgment that has polarized opinions. Reservation is an ongoing issue that continues to
divide sections of Indian population. This it’s important to analyze whether we have managed to get
rid of our casteist mindset.
Key demand of the question
Following issues have to be discussed in this question


The policies which are being talked about



The impact of those policies in the context being asked in the question



Whether those policies have accentuated or motivated caste discrimination



The levels of discrimination faced on the basis of caste
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Directive word
Analyze – When asked to analyze, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. When you
are asked to analyze, you have to examine each part of the problem which in this case is caste
identity is still strong despite affirmative action policies.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – Mention the nature of society in India where caste identities have been strong right
since the beginning.
Body


The policies of the government and the provisions of the constitution that would come under the
category of affirmative action like reservation of seats in education, employment etc, FR against
discrimination, constant review by govt etc



Whether these policies have made the dent expected of them. Discuss under various heads like
constitutionally, legally, economically. We have to examine whether discrimination or reverse
discrimination happens as a result of these heads



Whether reservation has polarized public opinion and made caste identity stronger



Whether laws protecting dalits have been misused, Etc



Examine the levels of discrimination faced by the dalits in economic, social etc fields.

Conclusion – mention the goal of an egalitarian society and how we can move towards it.
Background:

Affirmative action has been at the heart of public policies towards the socially disadvantaged in India. In India,
affirmative action is interchangeably used for ‘reservation’ which is a contested terrain. It tries to redress the
historical injustices and disadvantages suffered by some groups/communities.



The recent mass Dalit protests reflect a dramatic shift in the subaltern response to oppression. It was the catalyst
that brought to a boil the deep-seated Dalit rage at the iniquities in the system.

Affirmative action policies against caste:

Constitution:

India has been a democracy in search of both formal and substantive equality, hence, there has been efforts
to address on an urgent basis the cause and plight of the historically disadvantaged groups.



Article 15 (4) (added by the 1st Amendment to the Constitution), 16 (4), 46, 330, 332,341 and 342 form
the core of the affirmative action policies in India’s Constitution.



Broadly speaking, three types of preferences are sanctioned by the Constitution.





First are reservations which cover (a) special representation rights of SCs and STs by way of reserved
seats in the legislatures, and (b) quotas in government jobs and educational institutions. The
reservation device is also used to a lesser extent in ‘the distribution of land allotments, housing and
other scarce resources



Second, preferences target a few groups- SCs, STs, and women- with regard to the provision of certain
expenditures, services, and ameliorative schemes such as scholarships, grants, loans, land allotments,
health care and legal aid.



Third, certain preferences take the form of special protections that safeguard vulnerable groups from
oppression and exploitation, like measures to prohibit forced labour, measures to curb caste atrocities,
etc.

The early 1990s, through a revision in the list of the group beneficiaries, affirmative action policies have
been extended to include OBCs as well.
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Legal provisions:



Many acts have been passed like prevention of SC/ST atrocities act ,73rd and 74th constitutional amendment
act etc

Schemes:



Social:

Educational scholarships



Health schemes targeted on women

Economic:

Stand up India, NREGA, employment, subsidies, social welfare schemes have been intended for the
lower castes.

Success:

Reservations were expected to provide opportunities in higher education and jobs to the identified backward
classes and excluded populations. This did not happen immediately, but by the 1990s significant changes were
happening.



Between 1994 and 2004 in the premier all-India services (Indian Administrative Services (IAS), Indian Police
Services (IPS), Indian Foreign Services (IFS)), which rank among the most coveted and sought after jobs in the
country, on an average 12-15% vacancies were filled by SCs, and 6-8% by STs. At the beginning of 2005,



Representation of SCs, and STs in central government services, Group A, was 11.9% and 4.3% respectively; in
group B they were 13.7% and 4.5% respectively. These numbers are significant as they show that identified
beneficiaries now hold some prestigious positions in society and this has provided them the avenues for social
mobility which didn’t exist earlier.



Due to reservations many students from lower castes could get access to high quality education in top institutes
of India leading to social mobility



Due to stand up India Dalit entrepreneurs got a boost and confidence to take business as a career



Even in social indicators there have been significant improvement in health and educational outcomes of the
lower castes.

Failure is leading to increase in caste consciousness:



Criticism of reservation policy:

The existing reservation policy that has failed to assimilate lowest castes/tribes within the mainstream
economy and society, has created a sense of dissatisfaction and injustice among those who are denied the
benefits of reservation.



The policy has ended up as a tool that discriminates against the high caste youths in favour of the low caste
youths, sometimes coming from the same economic background. The tool of reservation has failed
miserably in removing caste differences and has promoted the caste divide and caste conflicts.



It ended up giving preference to more or less the same class of SC/ST/OBC in school/college admission, in
jobs and in promotions as well as subsidies in innumerable programmes and schemes, leaving out the poorer
sections among them at the bottom.



Recent study in Gujarat has shown that the SC, OBC and ST households at the bottom are still left out of the
benefits of the rapid growth of the State.

Legal:

73rd constitutional amendment act:

In some places in Tamil Nadu, for instance, rich and powerful caste Hindu groups either forced Dalit
aspirants to keep off the polls, or fielded handpicked farm workers as candidates, or ‘auctioned’ the
PRI posts to the highest bidder.
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In many villages across the country, Dalit candidates who manage to win are very often denied
cooperation from their caste Hindu masters elected to the post of vice president or as panchayat
members.

Though a law was passed in 1993 to prohibit manual scavenging, there are 794,390 dry latrines cleaned by
manual scavengers, mostly women, in India (2011 census).



Despite the positive effects of reservations/affirmative action policies, it has not been able to completely mitigate
the worst forms of social and economic inequality and discrimination.



Social indicators:-







In India, the Dalits/Scheduled Castes are the worst-off group that has been at the lowest rung of the society
for centuries. They are lagging far behind almost in all indicators, be it literacy, land ownership, to
landlessness etc.



Living standards in SC, ST and OBC households are much lower than the mainstream population,



Woefully little has been done to recognise and ensure their dignity and self-respect.



Dalits are everyday victims of lynchings, rapes and violence.

Not much social mobility:

There is just one officer from the Scheduled Castes among the 85 secretaries in the central government. Of
the 747 officers holding the rank of director and above, less than 10 per cent belong to the SC/SC community.



However, out of all central government employees, 23 per cent are SC/STs, but they are mainly in the
bottom-most rung, occupying more than 45 per cent of the safai karmachari posts in keeping with the
tradition of assigning the most menial jobs to them.

Judiciary:

Supreme Court and other courts have, time and again, used the questionable arguments of merit,
administrative efficiency and creamy layer to stall affirmative action in favour of the Dalits, ignoring the
the social and cultural stigmatisation associated with being a Dalit



The latest Dalit movement protesting against Supreme court judgment has a visceral link with Rohith Vemula,
with Una, with the inhuman intransigence of the caste structure. The country-wide protests were a damning
indictment of a centuries-old ruthless hierarchical system.



Political:

The clear-cut hierarchies and divisions in the caste system, offer the political parties ready-made target
groups. Therefore, politicization of caste has become one of the convenient tools in the hands of the
politicians and hence affects the formulation, execution and implementation of policies that seek to
promote equality and justice.



The ‘Vote-bank’ phenomenon, based on caste-politics, has become one of the most significant way in which
the political parties have corrupted the policy of reservation. Simply by increasing the quantum of
reservations by extending it to more castes in order to garner a larger vote bank is a weapon being used by
politicians for party’s interests.

Way forward:



The radical rethinking on reservation should aim at
(i)

excluding the entire creamy layer from reservation

(ii)

developing the capabilities of the deprived and excluded beyond offering them admission to higher
education or jobs

Reservation is a policy tool that is used not only in India. In many countries, reservation or other types of
affirmative action are used to try to overcome human prejudice. One way to make these measures more
acceptable would be to educate children in schools about caste, ethnic, gender and regional diversities and the
need for public policy interventions to make society more equal and fair.
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Conclusion:

To ensure social harmony, India needs to squarely confront the pathologies regarding caste and address the
relentless socially-sanctioned oppression of lower castes.

Q) Discuss the impact of globalisation on Indian tribal communities. (250 words)
Analytical Study of the Impact of Globalization on Tribal Communities in India with Reference To Economic Justice, All
Inclusive Growth and Social Transformation
Why this question
Globalization has had an important bearing on humanity cutting across all communities and social
classes. The question is related to GS 1 syllabus under the following headingEffects of globalization on Indian society
Key demand of the question
The question wants us to discuss the effects of globalisation on Indian tribals- how their social,
economic and political have been impacted.
Structure of the answer
Introduction– Mention the population of tribals in India and diverse socio-cultural settings in which
they live.
Body– Discuss in points how globalization has affected them.
e.g the eroding resource base and socio-cultural heritage of tribal population through a combination
of development interventions, commercial interest, and lack of effective legal protection; disruption
of life and environment of tribal population owing to unimaginative, insensitive package of relief
(Planning Commission, 1990), change in clothing and eating habits etc.
Conclusion- bring out a fair, balanced and concise opinion on the effect of globalisation on Indian
tribals.
Background:

Tribal people constitute 8.6% of the nation’s total population, over 104 million people according to the 2011
census.



The forest occupiers a central position in tribal culture and economy. The tribal way of life is very much dictated
by the forest right from birth to death. Inspite of the protection given to the tribal population by the constitution
of India, tribals still remain the most backward ethnic group in India. Globalization has various dimensions which
sometimes affect tribal communities positively and sometimes negatively.

Impact:



Resource exploitation:

The policy of liberlization and the new state perceptions of utilization of resources are diametrically
opposed to the adivasi worldview of resource exploitation and this divide has only widened further with the
intrusion of globalization’s market oriented philosophy of development.



The recent rapid technological advancement and unrivalled economic and political strength of world
capitalism have created favourable conditions for the evasion and extraction of natural resources from the
ecologically fragile territories of tribal people.



All available laws those relating to lands, forests, minor forest produce, water resources, etc. restrain people
from using forests.



Primary resources such as fuel, fodder and minor forest produce which were available free to villagers are
today either non-existent or have to be brought commercially.

For the Tribals, globalization is associated with rising prices, loss of job security and lack of health care.
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Displacement:

Since the emergence of liberalization, privatization and globalization (LPG), the areas inhabited by tribal
population have been subject to various protests due to involuntary displacement.



Thus, forced evictions of tribals make way for mammoth capital-intensive development projects have
become a distressing routine and ever-increasing phenomenon.

Vested interests:







Unemployment:

There is a heavy concentration of industrial and mining activities in the central belt. Despite intense
industrial activity in the central Indian tribal belt, the tribal employment in modern enterprises is negligible.



Apart from the provisions of Apprenticeship Act, there is no stipulation for private or joint sector
enterprises to recruit certain percentage of dispossessed tribal workforce.



They are forced onto the ever-expanding low paid, insecure, transient and destitute labour market.



About 40 per cent of the tribals of central India supplement their income by participating in this distorted
and over exploitative capitalist sector.

Affecting social life:

Many more are slowly crushed into oblivion in their homeland or in urban slums. Their economic and cultural
survival is at stake.



The globalization behemoth has added new dimensions to the vulnerability of India’s downtrodden
by exacerbating their social exclusion, and making large segments of tribal groups also vulnerable and
excluded.

Leading to subnational movements:





In the name of upgradation of lifestyle of poor indigenous tribal people, the market forces have created
wealth for their interests at the cost of livelihood and security of these tribes in the areas.

Inadequate social and economic infrastructure in areas that have insufficient resources for participation in
mainstream development also has been at the root of various “sub-national movements” such as the
Jharkhand, Uttarkhand and Bodoland.

Tribal women:

Tribal forest economy is primarily a women’s economy, and it is women who are most directly affected by
the corporate exploitation of their traditional lands.



In poverty stricken tribal areas large scale migration has revealed the increasing movement of young
women towards urban centers in search of work.



Their living conditions are unhygienic, the salary is poor and tribal women are vulnerable to
exploitation by unscrupulous agents.



They have become the prime targets of sexual violation by managers, supervisors and even fellow male
workers in the plantation industrial sectors.



Construction sites, such as mines and quarries, and industrial complexes spelt doom for the local adivasi
communities with the influx of immigrant labourers.

Tribals are being forcefully integrated in to the society leading to them losing their unique cultural features
and their habitat threatened.

www.insightsonindia.com

57

www.insightsias.com

SECURE SYNOPSIS

Q) There are systemic issues that act as barriers against entry of minorities like Dalits and
Muslims in Indian cricket. Analyse. (250 words)
EPW
Why this question
Indian cricket is poorly represented by the Dalits and other minorities like Muslims. The question is
more of a sociological question rather than highlighting a expedient action required. The issue is
related to GS 1 syllabus under the following headingSalient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.
Key demand of the question.
The question wants us to bring out the reasons behind poor representation of minorities in Indian
Cricket. We have to look into all the aspects of the issue.
Directive word
Analyse- we have to look deep into the issue and identify the key aspects of the which need to be
addressed- systemic issues that act as barriers against entry of minorities in cricket. We also have to
see if there are any other related aspects also.
Structure of the answer
Introduction– mention the low number of cricketers from India’s minority communities especially
Dalits, Muslims and also Sikhs.
BodyDiscuss in points the systemic issues behind this.


The princes and the British had multiple motives to encourage diversity. This included the
belief that cricket would “civilise the natives” and that it could be a unifying factor. But
corporate patronage ended this diversity and laid stress on player’s qualifications (e.g
TATAs),



non-sweaty, non-contact and slow nature of the sport which is better suited to Brahminical
tastes,



relegation of dalits and muslims to bowling only,



hockey among SIkhs was more popular, cricket is not as developed in Kashmir and Notheast- where most of non-Hindu population lives etc.

Conclusion– mention the inadequacy of data regarding representation of minorities in Cricket and
other associated factors which affect representation like regional and urban development of Cricket,
Background:

In India’s 85-year-long Test history, only four of the 289 male Test cricketers have reportedly been Dalits. Even
Muslims have been under-represented in Indian cricket since independence, though not quite to the extent of
the Dalits.



Lack of Dalits in Indian cricket is due to the presence of systemic barriers can be seen from the decline in Dalit
representation in professional cricket in India since independence.

Systemic issues:

Several reasons for these disparities have been put forth, ranging from bias in selection, to the slow nature of
cricket being more suited to the Brahminical way of life.



Corporate patrons:

The game that thrived on the patronage of the princes and the colonial administrators was now taken over
by corporate patrons.
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Corporate patronage, however, resulted in the sport being concentrated in urban areas.



Corporate patrons preferred educated cricketers who would be employable post their retirement from
cricket. For instance, the Tatas insisted on hiring cricketers with graduate degrees and the players’
qualifications would also influence their rank and salary.



The norms laid down by the Tatas also served as a model for other corporate patrons of cricket. This resulted
in players from affluent, educated backgrounds having an advantage over those who did not have access
to higher education, quite often those from the lower castes.



Cricket is a time-consuming sport, and is thereby limited to people who could afford to spare the time or the
fact that cricket has typically been the preserve of the elite



Urban focus:-







As many as 48% of the total Indian Test cricketers in the 1970s–1980s hailed from merely six cities, namely
Mumbai, Chennai, Delhi, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Kolkata.



Shift to smaller towns has coincided with a significant increase in the number of Muslims playing for India.

Patronage determines the nature of feeder tournaments:

The men’s game is primarily dependent on interprovincial tournaments such as the Ranji Trophy, intercorporate tournaments and the lucrative Indian Premier League (IPL). While several of the teams were run
by public sector undertakings they employed the same models of employment as the Tatas so lower castes
did not benefit much



On the other hand, women’s cricket in India thrives on the patronage of state bodies thus ensuring more
diverse employee pool.

Minorities focused on bowling:

Bowling was the most physically taxing part of the game which was left to the professionals in England and
was even visible in India and south Africa where dalits, muslims and blacks have been bowlers rather than
batsmen .



There is a complete dearth of Dalit role models in Indian cricket.



Lack of data:

Unfortunately, at present, there is no publicly available data about the number of Dalits playing in the
domestic structure in India. Even at the international level, most of the data is speculative.



The lack of support for students from disadvantaged classes in institutions of primary education, specifically after
the age of 14 means that even though students are admitted into institutions of higher educations, they face
structural barriers which translate into high dropout rates and failures



Regional development of the sport:



For instance, cricket is not as well developed in the North East and Kashmir, which have larger than average
non-Hindu populations.

Minorities like Sikhs had more popularity with the sport of hockey rather than cricket.

Way forward:

Given the fact that the barriers are often invisible and are not isolable, a quota is perhaps the best way to address
these simultaneously.


Further, the example of South Africa shows that reservations have indeed been effective.



The first benefit has been an increased black interest and participation in cricket.



Equally important, it is significantly changing the school cricket system on which South African cricket
thrives.



In South Africa, the quota for cricketers of colour was introduced at the lower levels of the sport long before
its introduction at the national level This ensured that there was no sudden dip in the quality of cricket being
played.

www.insightsonindia.com

59

www.insightsias.com

SECURE SYNOPSIS

TOPIC: Role of women and women’s organization. Social empowerment;
Q) Indian women artists, have emphasised gender issues and discrimination in the form of
paintings, sculptures, and installations since pre-independence times. Examine. (250 words)
Reference
Why this question
The discourse around the fight against gender discrimination is largely focused on the role of men,
and women are usually denied any recognition of their contribution. Because it is related to GS 1
syllabus under the following headingKey demand of the question
The person wants us to bring out the role of women in highlighting gender issues and gender
discrimination through the medium of art.
Directive word
Examine- we have to support our answer with the help of examples/ arguments/ facts i.e we have
to justify that the Indian women highlighted gender issues and gender discrimination through art
forms like painting, sculpture etc.
Structure of the answer
Introduction- mention the discrimination faced by Indian women for centuries and countless
attempts made to highlight an address the issue. Mention that women also played a significant role
in this respect.
BodyDescribe in points, the contribution of various women artists and their works with highlight gender
issues and gender discrimination prevalent in India. e.g Amrita Sher Gill, Nilima Sheikh etc.
Conclusion– mention the need to recognise and channelise the contribution of women towards
women empowerment add a better society.
Background:

Art has always been one of the most widely used mediums for expressing the plight of women in India. Despite
women artists dealing with multiple issues since pre independence times most of the same issues are still
prevalent in today’s society.

Contribution:

Their paintings are often introspective, and reveal the social hardships and tensions faced by many female artists.



They challenge social oppression and gender discrimination, and provides new models for the empowerment of
women.



The most famous woman artist from India’s pre-independence era, Amrita Sher-Gil is responsible for influencing
entire generations of painters with her artwork.



Nilima Sheikh’s work revolves around woman-centric themes.. Her most famous work, ‘When Champa Grew Up’
(1984), is a series of 12 tempera paintings that detail a true story of a young girl who gets married and then suffers
torture and immolation at the hands of her husband’s family.



Arpita Singh portrays the everyday problems faced by women in a range of emotions from suffering and sorrow
to joy and hope.



One of the most significant developments over the last 30 years has been the emerging prominence of selfconscious female artists willing to challenge social norms.


The artworks are culturally specific and address the current and historical concerns within the Indian
context.
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At the same time, they resonate with global concerns and introduce a woman’s subjectivity, which has been
excluded from Indian art until now.



Vasudha Thozhur’s “Untouchable” recalls the Hindu practice of sati, in which a widow commits suicide on
her husband’s funeral pyre. In her transgressive treatment of this patriarchal horror, Thozhur paints herself
seated defiantly on a burning pile of wood, inviolable and untouched by the flames.



In the recent times Tayeba Lipi, a multimedia artist broaches hard-hitting topics like feminism and
transgender rights.



Photographer Gauri Gill, explored women’s personal safety on the streets and public transport in her
exhibition.

Conclusion:

With support from the government and awareness among the Indian public about art exhibitions these artists
work can become popular and achieve further success.

Q) Temple movements in India have shifted focus from being caste based to gender based.
Examine. (250 words)
Key demand of the question
The question makes an assertion that the focus of temple entry movements has shifted from
ensuring non discrimination on the basis of caste to non discrimination on the basis of gender. This
issue also gains importance in terms of the protests and court’s involvement required in Sabarimala
etc. We have to first examine how the temple entry movements of early years were caste based and
how they are placing greater emphasis on gender now.
Directive word
Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic, get into details,
and find out the causes or implications if any. Here we have to probe deeper into the aims and
objectives of the temple entry movement of past and present.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – Mention about the various fault lines in Indian society which gets exacerbated when
religion is introduced into the picture leading to demands for reforms.
Body


Examine the temple entry movements such as Aravipuram, Sikh Gurudwara reform movements
etc and how caste was the dominant theme in those movements



Examine the recent demands for reforms in case of Sabarimala etc and how gender is also
becoming a major issue



Examine whether caste is no longer relevant in temple reform movements now – talk about
discrimination still persisting etc

Conclusion – Mention your view on the assertion made in the question based on your arguments
above.
Background:

India is a country of temples and people have been congregating at temples for various reasons. Different
religions have their own temple .Over of period of time, because of wealth and influence temple had on masses,
it was a seat of power struggle. Certain classes or castes were not let entry in temples. These led to different kind
of movements in the country.
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Temple movements in India were earlier caste based:

The Aravipuram movement was of far-reaching importance in South India. Inspired by its success, a number of
socio-religious reform movements were launched in the South. The Temple Entry Movement is the more
prominent among them.



The struggle against the disabilities imposed on the avarnasor members of depressed classes in various parts of
South India was being waged since the end of the 19th century. In Kerala, leading the struggle were several
reformers and intellectuals such as Sri Narayana Guru, N. Kumaran Asan and T.K. Madhavan. In 1924, another
beginning was made for opening the doors of the temples for the avarnas.



The temple entry movement was the Gandhian or nationalist approach to fight caste oppression.



As a result of the movement, in November 1936, the Maharaja of Travancore issued a proclamation throwing
open all government controlled temples to all Hindus irrespective of caste. Madras also followed suit.



Vaikom Satyagraha :-



First systematically organized agitation in Kerala against orthodoxy to secure the rights of the depressed classes.



The agitation brought forward the question of civil rights of the low caste people into the forefront of Indian
politics.



Gurdwara Reform Movement, which was actually a legislation passed by the Punjab Legislative Council
which marked the culmination of the struggle of the Sikh people from 1920-1925 to wrest control of their places
of worship from the mahants or priests into whose hands they had passed during the eighteenth century.

Now the shift is towards gender based:

Preventing women’s entry to the Sabarimala temple with an notion of “purity” clearly offends the equality clauses
in the Constitution.



It denotes a patriarchal and partisan approach. The entry prohibition takes away the woman’s right against
discrimination guaranteed under Article 15(1) of the Constitution



It curtails her religious freedom assured by Article 25(1)



Prohibition of women’s entry to the shrine solely on the basis of womanhood and the biological features
associated with womanhood is derogatory to women, which Article 51A(e) aims to renounce



The classification based on age is, in essence, an act of discrimination based on sex



Trimbakeshwar temple, Nashik


The Shiva temple is also one of the places that restrict entry to women in the core area.



Even now, some women are discouraged from approaching their temples at home or even entering the kitchen
while menstruating.



Yielding to campaign by activists, the Shani Shingnapur temple trust allowed women to enter the sanctum
sanctorum, breaking the tradition followed for several decades.

Still caste discrimination persists:

Many temples around still practice casteism, discrimination and untouchability in the name of ‘ancient tradition.



Lakshmi Ranganatha Swami temple in Karnataka serves as a good example of this practice. When the idol of the
presiding deity is taken out for a procession during the Utsava , Dalit households are exempted.



Though this issue can be solved if instruments like education ,rationality ,and proper implementation of law and
order act as bulwark against them.



The Travancore Proclamation was not the be-all and end-all of social reforms. Nor did things dramatically change
for the better for Dalits immediately after 1936. But there is no doubt that the Proclamation indeed was a big
step in establishing the rights of the lower castes in Kerala, and indeed the nation as a whole.
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Way forward:

Judiciary is playing a significant role in upholding constitutional guarantees of equality for women and dalits by
allowing them to enter temples .The temple being a place of faith needs to not discriminate prejudices but treat
everyone equally.



Enactment and enforcement of atrocities laws and the steps taken by temples in Maharashtra and Kerala which
allowed women and persons from depressed class to be priests that there is social transformation



It is essential to prevent monopolisation of religious rights by a few under the guise of management of religious
institutions

TOPIC: Poverty and developmental issues, Inclusive growth and issues arising from it.
Q) Gender inequalities in access to formal credit have long manifested in India’s scarce genderwise financial statistics. Analyze. (250 words)
Financial express
Why this question
Global Findex Survey released by World Bank has underlined a critical issue – gender inequality in
access to formal finance. This issue has multiple linkages with GS 1, 2 and 3. The issue of gender
inequality, access of finance to SHGs etc, inclusive growth, gender empowerment are all linked to
this finding. Thus, it becomes important from Mains perspective.
Key demand of the question
The question demands us to bring out the issue in its entirety. There are two important keywords
here which have to be explained and connected – “gender inequalities in access to formal credit”
and “scarce gender wise financial statistics”. Following aspects are to be mentioned in your answer


Status quo – reflecting gender inequality presently



The impacts of gender inequality in access to formal finance



Causes behind the issue – here lack of data highlights the lack of policy focus to specifically
address this issue.



Way forward

Directive word
Analyze – When asked to analyze, you have to examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. In the above
question, post discussing the issues as highlighted above, Summarize your answer by linking the
points.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – Give details about Global Findex Survey and highlight the finding linked to gender
inequality in access to formal finance which should set the course of your answer
Body


Highlight the detailed findings of the report both the positives (gender gap is reducing in
opening of accounts) and the negatives (access to formal finance, refer to stats in article)



Explain the statistics by linking it to real issues on ground such as access to finance for SHGs,
women start ups etc



Highlight the impact of the present situation if it continues to remain so – women are today
seen as agents of development , access to finance is thus critical



Highlight where have we gone wrong – mention that the lack of policy focus is evident in the
lack of finance related statistics from a gender perspective. Mention other causes too
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Conclusion – Briefly Summarize and mention a way forward.
Background:

World Bank recently published the results of its Global Findex Survey (2017) which provides valuable information
on financial inclusion and behaviours across countries.



The gap in access and usage is even more telling for females, where evidence indicates inclusion policies
providing entry to formal finance fail to bridge gender inequalities, for which specific, broader intervention
efforts are needed.

Why does female exclusion in finance exist


Numerous demand and supply-side constraints apply specifically to women.



Unbanked and low use of financial services correspond to low incomes and regions



Low educational attainment



Non-participation in the labour force as well as gender.



gender gaps are large and persistent in unemployment, wages, average years of schooling, unpaid care work



Safety concerns, socio-cultural restrictions prevent their empowerment, bargaining and decision-taking
strength



Lack of collateral (title or formal ownership of material assets) makes many of them high-risk borrowers



An overall lack of empowerment therefore reflects in low awareness and demand for financial inclusion.

Formal credit women are accessing now:

Findex 2017 estimates that 77% of Indian women now own a bank account



On this basic measure of financial inclusion, females are more financially included than before.



The male-female difference, or the gender gap, in account ownership narrowed to 6.4 percentage points in 2017



More financially aware about the avenues of formal credit.

Gender inequalities in access to formal credit:

Evidence on broader inclusion of women into formal finance is disappointing.


Of more than three-fourths who have a bank account, less than a fifth save formally, i.e., at banks



The low preference for formal savings compares unfavourably with 30% of their Chinese and 26% global
peers who save at a financial institution.



Women trail behind even more in access to formal credit markets.



The extent of their access to bank loans and dependence upon informal sources remained unchanged between
2014 and 2017 .



Distribution of outstanding credit in small borrower accounts shows 24.5% share of female account owners
against 72% by men as on March 2017;



Interest rates paid by female household heads are on average higher than their male counterparts. The gender
differential reduces with per capita income improvements, showing poverty accentuates gender divisions.



Considering that about 10% of India’s total entrepreneurs are women, the virtual lack of access to formal credit
is a huge constraint.



They are half as likely to own debit cards than men



Account usage for remittances, including digitally, by women is low while credit-card ownership and use is
abysmal.
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Way forward:

Broader interventionist efforts are required to enhance female presence in finance, which must be prioritised
if only because of more and more proof that this has positive growth and employment effects.



Financial inclusion of women was specifically integrated into the G20’s global development agenda (2012).India
can complement these beyond what achieved through opening bank accounts through complementary policies
and actions to promote access and usage by women.



Being part of SHG’s women can gain greater confidence in approaching banks and awareness.



Girl education needs to be the focus.

Conclusion:

As women are today seen as agents of development and for the success of India’s demographic dividend access
to finance for women is thus critical

Q) Discuss the problems faced by women prisoners in India. Do you think they should be given
more compassionate treatment than the male prisoners. (250 words)
The hindu
Why this question
Women related issues are very important from the exam as well as humanitarian point of view. The
issue was recently highlighted by a report of 46 children being in jail for no fault of theirs. The issue
is related to GS 1 syllabus under the following headingRole of women and women’s organization, population and associated issues, poverty and
developmental issues, urbanization, their problems and their remedies.
Key demand of the question.
The question wants us to simply highlight the problems faced by women prisoners in India. It then
wants us to present our opinion on the issue- whether they should be given more compassionate
treatment than the male prisoners. We have to justify our opinion.
Directive word
Discuss- we have to write in detail about all the issues faced by women prisoners in India.
Do you think- It demands our opinion on the issue along with necessary justifications.
Structure of the answer
Introduction– mention the data about women prisoners in India. E.g India’s women prisoner
population has ballooned 61% over the past 15 years, far outstripping the male growth rate of 33%.
BodyDiscuss the problems faced by women prisoners in India.


E.g overcrowding and lack of separate jails, lack of hygiene, healthcare, psychological help,
majority are women who have been subjected to some crime earlier, petty offences
dominate, lack of support for their children, shortage of women wardens, superintendents,
assistant superintendents, doctors, and counsellors, sexual and physical violence etc.

Discuss in points why or why not women should be given more compassionate treatment than their
counterparts. It would be easy to gather points if you agree with the idea and that seems logical and
compassionate also.
Conclusion– Form a concise, fair and a balanced opinion, such that the law is also respected but the
dignity and the rights of the women prisoners are also upheld.
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Problems faced by women prisoners:



Poor infrastructure in prisons:

Overcrowding, a lack of sanitation and unacceptable standards of health care are standard.



India’s women prisoner population has ballooned 61% over the past 15 years, far outstripping the male
growth rate of 33%, but infrastructure growth hasn’t kept pace.



Women are often confined to small wards inside male prisons, their needs becoming secondary to those of
the general inmate population.

Health and hygiene:

Poor sanitation, little medical or psychological help and constant intimidation .



Emotional stress:




Women prisoners undergo intensive emotional stress due to separation from their families. A study of
the age profile of the inmates in Tamil Nadu prisons reveals that of the total 1,000 inmates about 200
are in the age group 20 to 30 years, which is the child bearing age for women.

The coverage of facilities such as sanitary napkins, pre- and post-natal care for pregnant mothers is patchy.
In many jails, for instance, pieces of cloth are used in place of pads.

Brutality and violence:

Prisons have become warehouses for victims of sexual assault and domestic violence, people suffering from
mental illness, and individuals struggling with drug addiction.



Prison staff are not sufficiently trained to interact with women who have suffered trauma, and many prisons
lack the programs and resources to help women successfully address these issues.



Admission:





Women prisoners on admission are in a mentally disturbed condition. Nearly 60 per cent of inmates suffer
from various issues of mental health like psychosis, major depressions and personality disorder.

Mothers:

Many inmates are in the age group 30 to 40 years where they have young, growing children who are
deprived of the emotional support of the mother.



Many imprisoned women are mothers and usually primary or sole careers for their children. When a mother
is imprisoned, her family will often break up, resulting in many children ending up in state care institutions
or alternative care. Imprisonment far from home also complicates a woman’s resettlement after release.

The social stigma attached to a woman prisoner is much worse compared to a man inmate.


Visit by families is also few and far between. They are rarely consulted on important family decisions.

Women inmates can get compassionate treatment than male counterparts because of the following reasons:


Crime data show that there is a high rate of simple thefts among women prisoners. In the case of non-violent
women offenders, community service should be the main option for reform.



If a prisoner has children living with her in prison. It is the fundamental duty of the state to do everything
possible to see to their physical and emotional needs.



Women offenders are themselves victims of crime before they turn to crime. Therefore, there is a clear case for
the award of community service to those women who have been jailed for non-violent offences.



By treating incarcerated women with dignity and giving them basic support, India can not only improve public
safety and reduce recidivism, but also live out its societal values, making criminal justice system more just.



Incarceration splinters the family ties that help women rebuild their lives when they return to their communities.



In a landmark judgment in the Upadhyay Vs. State of Andhra Pradesh case, gender specific issues of women
have been dealt with in detail and minimum standards laid for the care of the mother and the child. In pursuance
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of this, women inmates are allowed to keep their children up to six years of age. Pregnant women in prisons
have to be given proper pre-natal and post-natal care.


After her child turns six and is removed from the prison, the woman inmate often has no way of knowing how
her child is being brought up or cared for in the outside world.



Women in prison generally have more, and more specific, health problems than male prisoners and tend to place
a greater demand on the prison health service than men do.



Other issues show women prisons have many constraints:

There’s a dire shortage of women wardens, superintendents, assistant superintendents, doctors, and
counsellors. Because this need is not met, there are huge gaps between the needs of women inmates and
the administration providing them



There’s also a large gap in the range, level, and quality of vocational training given to women inmates as
compared to men.



Food rations are significantly smaller for women inmates than they are for male inmates.



Lack of attention to the very different and often more complex needs of women has resulted in neglect of
their human rights, disregard to international recommendations and many instances of social injustice. In a
world where there are widespread and persistent inequities between women and men, societies continue
to fail to meet the health needs of women at key moments of their lives.

No:

Being compassionate to prisoners based on gender alone is discrimination to male prisoners and against equality.

Way forward:

Rehabilitation and social integration are two other crucial imperatives, which should receive focused attention of
correctional administration and also of civil society.



There should be reforms that strengthen family ties and support rehabilitation, including requiring the Federal
Bureau of Prisons to consider the location of children when placing mothers behind bars, expanding visitation
policies for primary caretakers, banning shackling and solitary confinement for pregnant women, and prohibiting
prisons from charging for essential health care items, such as tampons and pads.



Model Prison Manual, drafted by the Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPR&D), also calls for
women doctors, superintendents, separate kitchens for women inmates, and pre- and post-natal care for
pregnant inmates, as also temporary release for an impending delivery.



Inmates, whether undertrials or convicts, need access to a woman counsellor



It would be a good start to have more women’s jails rather than confining women prisoners to a small room
within a men’s prison.



To prevent imprisonment in the first place, community-based services need to be strengthened and more
widely used, especially for substance use, sexual and reproductive health and mental health. A recent report
points out that community corrections programmes have been shown to protect public safety and reduce
recidivism at a fraction of the human and economic costs of imprisonment.



The determinants of criminal behaviour in women and the long-lasting effects of histories of violence and
abuse should be known and understood by those providing supervision and care for women prisoners. All staff
working with women prisoners should have followed gender-sensitivity training to raise awareness of and
improve response to these gender-related issues.



International standards are of vital importance and contain regulations specifically directed to prisoners or
women, but they are necessarily general in their terms and do not always sufficiently guarantee the provision of
services to meet women prisoners’ specific needs. The Quaker Council for European Affairs has published a
gender critique of the European Prison Rules, which lists amendments and additions to the European Prison Rules
with the status, rights and welfare of imprisoned women in mind.



Health services for women in prison should be individualized as far as possible to meet the specific expressed
needs of the women.
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TOPIC: Salient features of world’s physical geography (including India).
Q) Discuss the ideal conditions for formation of coral reefs. Also discuss the theories of coralreef formation. (250 words)
Reference
Reference
Wikipedia
Why this question
In UPSC mains exam, question demanding a direct explanation and importance of a particular
geographic entity/ phenomena are commonly asked. The issue is related to GS-1 syllabus under the
following headingSalient features of world’s physical geography.
Key demand of the question.
The question wants us to describe the ideal environmental conditions for growth of coral reefs and
then discuss the overall theories of coral reef formation.
Directive word
Discuss- we have to write in detail about all the key demand of the question but be concise and
illustrative in our approach. Draw diagrams wherever possible.
Structure of the answer
Introduction- give a simple definition of coral reefs and mention their constituents.
BodyA-discuss in points about the ideal conditions for coral reef growth- temperature, quality of water,
depth of water etc.
B- discuss the main theories of coral reef formation- Darwin’s and D. Murray’s theories.
Conclusion- briefly mention the importance of coral reefs and threats faced by them.
Background:

Corals are nothing but calcareous rocks, formed from the skeletons of minute sea animals, called polyps. The
polyps extract calcium salts from sea water to form hard skeletons which protect their soft bodies. These
skeletons give rise to corals.

Ideal conditions for formation of coral reefs:



Sunlight:


Corals need to grow in shallow water where sunlight can reach them. Corals depend on the zooxanthellae
(algae) that grow inside of them for oxygen and other things, and since these algae needs sunlight to survive,
corals also need sunlight to survive.



Corals rarely develop in water deeper than 165 feet (50 meters).

Clear water:


Corals need clear water that lets sunlight through; they don’t thrive well when the water is opaque.
Sediment and plankton can cloud water, which decreases the amount of sunlight that reaches the
zooxanthellae.



Corals in order to grow also need plentiful supply of plankton and enough oxygen. This is important
because like any other living organism corals polyps need food and oxygen so as to grow and be able to
reproduce
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Warm water temperature:




Clean water:




Reef-building corals require warm water conditions to survive. Different corals living in different regions can
withstand various temperature fluctuations. However, corals generally live in water temperatures of 68–90°
F or 20–32° C.

Corals are sensitive to pollution and sediments. Sediment can create cloudy water and be deposited on
corals, blocking out the sun and harming the polyps. Wastewater discharged into the ocean near the reef
can contain too many nutrients that cause seaweeds to overgrow the reef.

Saltwater:


Corals need saltwater to survive and require a certain balance in the ratio of salt to water. This is why corals
don’t live estuaries.



Ocean currents and waves are favourable for corals because they bring necessary food supply for the
polyps. Corals grow in open seas and oceans but they die in lagoons and small enclosed seas because of lack of
supply of food. Currents and waves also determine the shapes of coral reefs.



There should be extensive submarine platforms for the formation of colonies by the coral polyps. Such platforms
should not be more than 50 fathoms (300 feet or 91 m) below sea-level.

Theories:1. Darwin subsidence theory:

Darwin assumes that along a suitable platform, coral polyps flocked together and grew upward towards a low
water level. The resulting reef, in this stable condition, would be a fringing reef.



But, at the same time, Darwin assumes, the sea floor and the projecting land in coral seas started submerging,
and the living corals found themselves in deeper waters. Hence, an urge to grow upward and outward would be
balanced by the subsidence of the land.
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As a result of this, Darwin postulated that the fringing reef, barrier reefs and atolls are only three stages in the
evolutionary growth of a reef. As the land subsides, the fringing reef would grow upwards and outwards,
resulting in the formation of a shallow lagoon.



Further subsidence would convert it into a barrier reef with wide and comparatively deeper lagoon.



The theory implies that the barrier reef and atoll can occur only in the areas of submergence, and the great
amount of vertical thickness of coral material is primarily due to the subsidence of land and consequent upward
growth of coral polyps. There is much evidence of subsidence in coral areas. For example, submerged valleys in
the east of Indonesia and the coastal areas of Queensland



Only subsidence can explain existence of corals at this depth because, generally, corals cannot grow below 100
metres.



Criticism:

Corals have developed in places where there is no evidence of subsidence. For instance Timor .



Also, the question arises as to why there is uniform subsidence in the tropical and sub-tropical areas and not
so in other areas.

2. Murray’s non subsidence theory:

According to him coral polyps can live upto the depth of 30 fathoms (180 feet). Sea-level and submarine platforms
are stable. Several submarine platforms, volcanic peaks, islands are present below sea-level.



If the submarine land platforms are above the permissible depth for the survival of coral polyps (180 feet) they
are subjected to wave erosion so that their heights are lowered down.
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Thus, the continuously outward growing fringing reef is transformed into barrier reef in due course of time. The
lagoon is formed between the land and barrier reef because of dissolution of dead corals. Atolls are formed due
to outward growth of corals in all directions at the top of submarine platforms. Thus, a ring of coral reef is formed
around the solution lagoon



Criticism:

Murray’s theory requires the existence of numerous suitable submarine platforms the depth of 180 feet but
the existence of such features is not possible.



Murray has described two contradictory views of marine erosion and deposition at the depth of 30 fathoms
(180 feet) at the same time over different submarine peaks. Such proposition is not possible.



A limit of 30 fathoms for deposition and erosion cannot be accepted

3. Daly’s Glacial Control Theory:


When the ice age ended, the temperature started rising and the ice sheet melted. The water returned to the sea,
which started rising. Due to the rise in temperature and sea level, corals again started growing over the platforms
which were lowered due to marine erosion.



As the sea level rose, the coral colonies also rose. The coral colonies developed more on the circumference of
the platforms because food and other facilities were better available there than anywhere else.



Hence, the shape of coral reefs took the form of the edges of submerged platforms.



The greatest merit of this hypothesis is that it needs no subsidence of the crust, as is the case with Darwin’s
hypothesis. Finally, the sea waves and currents could have easily cut down the islands and converted them into
low platforms.



Criticism:

Daly could not explain the existences of coral colonies at depths of 100 metre.

4. Davis’ Application of Physiography to the Problem of Origin of Coral Reefs:

Davis reasserted the validity of submergence.



Davis has also taken into consideration the facts of changing sea level. According to him, lowered sea level on
subsiding islands would also create cliffs and spurs, but most of them would be protected by reefs along the
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shores from wave attack, hence cliffs would not be seen. Further, subsidence would also drown such cliffs if they
were formed.


Thus, this theory advocates the old idea of subsidence with renewed application of physiography. It is also
comprehensive in its application as it includes the changes of the sea -level as well as the tectonic changes of the
landmass.



Criticism:

In spite of the above evidence, one fact is left unexplained, the assumed equal depth of the lagoons.

Conclusion:

Coral reefs protect coastlines from the damaging effects of wave action and tropical storms. provide habitats and
shelter for many marine organisms. So protecting them is imperative

Q) The severity of air pollution over Northern India is primarily due to the inherent
geographical disadvantages that the region faces. Critically examine. (250 words)
Indian express
Why this question
The recent WHO report has brought into focus the problem of severe air pollution, particularly in
North India. The first step in dealing with any problem is identification of the causes. Thus this
question becomes important.
Key demand of the question
Following points are to be mentioned in your answer


Detail out the severity of air pollution in India in general and over North India in particular



Examine the causes behind air pollution over North India



Analyze whether the causes are all due to geographical limitations that the region has or due to
man made issues



Mention in brief suggestions to address the situation

Directive word
Critically examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic, get
into details, and find out the causes or implications if any. When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to
a directive, all you need to do is look at the good and bad of something and give a fair judgement.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – Detail out the magnitude of the problem of air pollution with emphasis over the
severity of the situation in North India.
Body


Examine the various causes



Analyze whether the reason is on account of geographical disadvantages or man made reasons
or a combination of the two



Suggest some ways to mitigate this challenge

Conclusion – Provide your view based on arguments made.
Background:

According to latest WHO report 14 of the 15 worst cities with respect to air pollution were from north India.
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Severity of air pollution in North India:

In 2014, the WHO listed Delhi the worst in the world in terms of particulate matter (PM) 2.5, 30 times less than
the width of human hair, and most hazardous.

General Reasons:

Burning of crop residue:



Dust from construction debris:



One of the main reasons of increasing air pollution levels in Delhi is crop burning by the farmers in these
states. Farmers burn rice stubbles in Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. It is estimated that approximately
35 million tonnes of crop are set afire by these states.

Large scale construction is another culprit that is increasing dust and pollution in the air.

Vehicle exhaust:

Vehicular emission is increasing the hazardous effects of air pollution and smog.



Rapid increase in pollution sources due to urbanisation.



Proliferation of industrial units using extremely dirty fuels without pollution control



Extensive use of solid fuels for cooking



Enormous problem of waste mismanagement and big dust impacts.



Over-population only adds up to the various types of pollution.



Investing less on public infrastructure is another reason of air pollution. In India, investment in public transport
and infrastructure is low which leads to congested roads, and hence air pollution.

Geographical disadvantages:

Indo-Gangetic plains are sandwiched between the Himalayas and the Vindhyas and are home to more than 600
million people with winds blowing from north-west to east, especially in winter, which carry pollutants from
other regions.



As the winter season sets in, dust particles and pollutants in the air become unable to move. Due to stagnant
winds, these pollutants get locked in the air and affect weather conditions, resulting in smog.



Meteorology:






Wind convergence zone:


The Indo-Gangetic plain is essentially landlocked. The Himalayas prevent polluted air from escaping to the
north creating the so called “valley effect”.



Other studies have pointed out that the formation of low pressure troughs across this region causes winds
to converge, resulting in trapping of local, as well as pollution from outside.

Loose Alluvial Soil:




Temperature inversions and stable wind conditions are characteristic features of winters in North India.
While calm wind conditions prevent the dissipation of pollutant emissions, the temperature inversion layer
tends to trap pollution, thereby increasing the observed pollutant concentrations.

The Indus-Ganga belt is the world’s largest stretch of uninterrupted alluvium deposits. As fertile as alluvium
is, it is composed of loose unconsolidated particles. Thus, dry alluvial soil significantly contributes to windblown dust.

Seasonal variation of particulate matter composition:


Studies that have been carried out for the cities situated in the Indo-Gangetic basin point out that
the relative proportion of dust exceeds the contribution from anthropogenic sources.



Dust accounts for 40 per cent of total PM10 in summer, it accounts for only 13 per cent in winter.
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Widespread dust events are a common phenomenon in the northern part of the country during
summers. There is no denying the fact that wind–blown dust contributes significantly to the pollution
problem.

This region does not have the advantage of a coastline.

Way forward:

International experiences :

Think regionally, but act locally. Beijing, Shanghai and other Chinese cities have demonstrated that where
there is the political will, there is a way to tackle air pollution.



More efficient means of treating crop residue are needed



Replace smoky chulhas with efficient models



Cracking down on construction debris and polluting thermal power stations



Restricting the number of vehicles and switching to mass public transport in cities



While local-level policy and technological interventions are certainly the call of the hour, a national-level
integrated plan needs to be put in place.

Q) Discuss Koppens climate classification scheme and also discuss its limitations. (250 words)
Reference
Why this question
Koppens climate classification scheme is one of the most widely used climate classification schemes.
However it has also been criticized on various fronts. The question is indirectly related to GS 1
syllabus under the following headingSalient features of world’s physical geography.
Key demand of the question
The question wants us to describe Koppens climate classification scheme, major climate regions and
then discuss its limitations.
Directive word
Discuss- we have to write in detail about Koppens climate classification scheme. It is better if we can
a diagram of the world climates as per the scheme. We also have to discuss the limitations of the
scheme.
Structure of the answer
Introduction- Mention the proponent, year and further developments in Koppens climate
classification scheme.
body–


Discuss the scheme in detail- make a table of the world climates and draw a rough diagram for
illustration purposes.



Discuss its limitations. ( e.g estimated rather than measurable variables involved, symbol system
difficult to interpret, other factors not taken into account, too simplistic etc)

Conclusion– mention the few advantages/ pros of the Koppens climate classification scheme and
mention that despite the above discussed limitations, it is one of the most widely used climate
classification schemes, although with modifications.
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Koppen’s Classification of Climate


Koppen Climate Classification System is the most widely used for classifying the world’s climates. Most
classification systems used today are based on the one introduced in 1900 by the Russian-German climatologist
Wladimir Koppen.



Koppen divided the Earth’s surface into climatic regions that generally coincided with world patterns of
vegetation and soils.



Average annual precipitation and monthly temperature & precipitation values are the criteria



It is empirical (based on observation) and not genetic (based on origin)



The Koppen system recognizes five major climate types based on the annual and monthly averages of
temperature and precipitation. Each type is designated by a capital letter.


A – Moist Tropical Climates are known for their high temperatures year round and for their large amount
of year round rain.



B – Dry Climates are characterized by little rain and a huge daily temperature range.



C – In Humid Middle Latitude Climates land/water differences play a large part. These climates have
warm,dry summers and cool, wet winters.



D – Continental Climates can be found in the interior regions of large land masses. Total precipitation is not
very high and seasonal temperatures vary widely.



E – Cold Climates describe this climate type perfectly. These climates are part of areas where permanent ice
and tundra are always present. Only about four months of the year have above freezing temperatures.

Other letter code


f: rain throughout the year



w: winter dry



m: monsoon



s: summer dry



h: hot



k: cold



Subgroups:-



Type A:-





Af: Equitorial rainforest (A= tropical, f= always rain)



Aw: Savanna type (winter dry tropical region)



Am: Monsoon type (short dry season, adequate rainfall)



As: Summer Dry (rare)

Type B






BS: Steppe Type semi-arid (less extreme)


BSh: annual temperature >18 degrees (tropical Steppe)



BSk: annual temperature <18 degrees (mid-latitude Steppe)

BW: dry desert climate (more extreme)


BWh: annual temperature >18 degrees



BWk: annual temperature <18 degrees

Type C


Cf: Western European Type
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Cs: Dry summer, 3x precipitation in winter. Mediterranean Climate



Cw: Dry Winter. 10x ppt. in summers. China type climate

Type D





Df: no dry season



Dw: winter dry season

Type E


ET: Tundra type, 0-10 degrees



EF: Permafrost zone, below 0 degree

Pros of Koppen Classification


Quantitative: easier to understand and measure



Co-incides with vegetation pattern



gave importance to effective precipitation (evapotranspiration)

Cons of Koppen Classification


Difficult to memorize.



Too much emphasis on average values



Ignored precipitation intensity, cloud cover, daily temperature variations, number of rainy days etc.



Ignored role of air masses



Was not a genetic classification



Estimated rather than measurable variables involved

Q) What do you understand by cryosphere. Discuss how it affects the earth’s climate. (250
words)
Wikipedia
Reference
Reference
Why this question
Cryosphere is a large and important component of our earth, which has a profound impact and in
turn is hugely impacted by the climate and climate change. The question is related to GS1 syllabus
under the following headingSalient features of world’s physical geography.
Key demand of the question
The question wants us to describe the term cryosphere and then discuss how it affects our climate.
Directive word
Discuss- we have to write in detail about the meaning of the term as well as how it is related to our
climate and how they influence each other.
Structure of the answer
Introduction– Give a brief definition of the term, Cryosphere.
Body–


Describe the term further and mention that it is intricately linked to the global climate.
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Discuss in points how the cryosphere affects the climate of the world.
e.g Albedo- cooling of earth, feedback loop- results when ice melts and then this decreases
albedo and more ice-melt occurs, storage of carbon in the polar ice etc.

Conclusion- Give a fair and balanced opinion on the importance of cryosphere and mention the
efforts of MOES in this direction.
Background:

With nearly 70% of Earth’s fresh water stored in glaciers and ice caps, more than a billion people around the
world rely on the cryosphere as a source of drinking water.

Cryosphere:

There are places on Earth that are so cold that water is frozen solid. These areas of snow or ice, which are subject
to temperatures below 32°Ffor at least part of the year, compose the cryosphere.



Ice and snow on land are one part of the cryosphere. This includes the largest parts of the cryosphere, the
continental ice sheets found in Greenland and Antarctica, as well as ice caps, glaciers, and areas of snow and
permafrost. When continental ice flows out from land and to the sea surface, we get shelf ice.



The other part of the cryosphere is ice that is found in water. This includes frozen parts of the ocean, such as
waters surrounding Antarctica and the Arctic. It also includes frozen rivers and lakes, which mainly occur in polar
areas.

Affects earth climate:



Regulating temperature:

The components of the cryosphere play an important role in the Earth’s climate. Snow and ice reflect heat
from the sun, helping to regulate our planet’s temperature.



Ice cores drilled from ice sheets and glaciers provide annual records of temperature, precipitation,
atmospheric composition, volcanic activity, and wind patterns going back more than 800,000 years. Today,
scientists also use satellites to observe the cryosphere and monitor changes. Using these data, they are able
to make predictions about what the cryosphere and Earth’s climate might look like many years from now.

Albedo:






Feedback Loop:


Melting ice reduces the reflective surface. And, the ocean and land are darker in color, they absorb more
solar radiation, and then release the heat to the atmosphere. This causes more warming and so more ice
melts. This is known as a feedback loop.



The cryosphere is an integral part of the global climate system with important linkages and feedbacks
generated through its influence on surface energy and moisture fluxes clouds, precipitation, hydrology
atmospheric and oceanic circulation.

Storage of Carbon:




Snow and ice have high albedo. They reflect much of the insolation, which helps in cooling of the earth.
Thus, presence or absence of snow and ice affects the heating and cooling of Earth’s surface. This influences
the entire planet’s energy balance.

The permafrost of the polar region has trapped tonnes of carbon inside its soil. If ‘feedback loop’ aggravates,
this carbon will be released in form of methane- a powerful greenhouse gas- which will catalyze the global
warming.

At polar regions, sea-water is converted into sea ice. As a result, surrounding water gets saltier. Saltier water has
higher density, it sinks and initiates thermohaline circulation patterns across the oceans of the world. These
Ocean currents act like a conveyer belt, transporting warm water from the equator toward the poles and cold
water from the poles back to the tropics. Thus, currents regulate global climate. Some of these currents affect
rain and drought situation via El-Nino La-Nina effect.
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Melting of cryosphere affects the volume of water in oceans. Any changes in the water cycle, affects global
energy/ heat budget, and thereby global climate.

Conclusion:

With the rampant climate change, changes in cryosphere need to be studied further and the initiative by ministry
of earth sciences towards understanding the cryosphere process is the step in the right direction.

TOPIC: Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc
Q) Discuss how dust storms are formed? Examine the impact of climate change in formation of
dust storms? (250 words)
Timesnownews
Reference
Mongabay
Why this question
Several regions of North India have been hit by dust storms and squall recently which makes it
important for us to understand this natural phenomena from a geographical perspective.
Key demand of the question
The question is fairly straightforward. Firstly, we have to explain the mechanism of formation of
thunderstorms. Thereafter, we have to delve deeper into the impact climate change has had on dust
storms. The frequency of dust storms, how climate change impacts dust storms, the regions of the
world where the impact will be greater and how to deal with the situation are aspects to be
mentioned.
Directive word
Discuss – here the mechanism of formation of dust storms is to be discussed
Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to delve deeper into the topic and analyze it’s
causes and impacts. The points as discussed in the section above need to be brought out.
Structure of the answer
Introduce – introduce your answer by highlighting the spate of dust storms that have hit north India
recently.
Body


Explain the mechanism of formation of dust storms (mentioned in detail in the first article). The
mechanism of downdraft has to be explained



Examine the impact of climate change on dust storms



The frequency of its formation



How climate change impacts the formation of dust storms



Regions of the world where the impact will be greater

Conclusion – Mention how to deal with the situation as it will lead to greater loss of life and property
in the future.
Background:

Over the past few years, rise in the global temperature has set new records and that is leading to increase in the
number of extreme weather events.



India may also witness an increase in the severity and frequency of the dust storms and thunderstorms similar to
what the northern Indian states experienced recently.
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Dust storm :

Dust storm can be explained as a phenomenon when strong winds carry dust over an extensive area.



A dust storm is a meteorological phenomenon common in arid and semi-arid regions. Dust storms arise when
a gust front or other strong wind blows loose sand and dirt from a dry surface. Fine particles are transported
by saltation and suspension, a process that moves soil from one place and deposits it in another.



They are usually caused by thunderstorms or strong pressure gradients associated with cyclones which increase
wind speed over a wide area.



These strong winds lift large amounts of sand and dust from bare, dry soils into the atmosphere, transporting
them hundreds to thousands of kilometres away.

How are they formed :

Dust storms are a result of nearly similar weather conditions, like intense heat. Areas which don’t have moisture
experience dust storms.



Reason for this particular ‘severe dust storm and thunderstorm’ activity in India was due to very high
temperatures in Rajasthan and presence of western disturbance that led to the atmosphere becoming unstable.



Moreover, easterly winds from the Bay of Bengal were also increasing the moisture over the area. The
combination of all these factors resulted in this severe dust storm and thundershower activity



Scientists say high temperatures, moisture and an agitated atmosphere make a perfect combination for storms
of this type.



As the force of wind passes over loosely held particles and increases its pace, the particles of sand first start to
vibrate and then start to saltate. Since they repeatedly strike the ground due to the wind, they loosen and break
off into smaller particles of dust that begin to travel in the suspension.



On the other hand, at wind speeds above this pace, it causes even the smallest particles to suspend and there
will be a population of dust grains which will be moving by a range of mechanisms known as suspension, saltation,
and creep.



The initial saltation between sand particles induces a static electric field through friction. Saltating sand acquires
a negative charge which is relative to the ground that in turn loosens more sand particles, all of which then begin
saltating. This process is said to double the number of particles which were predicted by previous theories.



In such situations, particles become loosely held due to drought or arid conditions along with varied wind causes.
Gust fronts might be produced by the outflow of air cooled by recent rains from an intense thunderstorm.
However, the wind gusts might also be produced by a dry cold front which is a cold front that moves into a dry
air mass while producing no precipitation, which is similar to the recent storm in Delhi/NCR.

Impact of climate change on the formation of dust storm :



Increase in the sudden increase of surface temperature:

As the climate gets warmer the temperature gradient is going to become very steep. This steep increase in
temperature gradient will lead to heat waves and sand storms.



In the context of climate change, we can say that in north India the temperature is increasing more
compared to south India. Increase in temperature means an increase in heating which means there will be
more heat wave days and more reasons for occurrence of dust storm and thunderstorms.

With the rise in global temperature the soil is going to become drier:

So, the amount of soil that wind can carry is also increasing. With both the intensity of the wind and dryness
of the soil increasing, the intensity of dust storm is going to further increase in the future.



Drought and wind also contribute to the emergence of dust storms along with poor farming and grazing
practices which expose the dust and sand to the high-speed winds.



Increasing desertification would mean more intense and damaging dust storms.
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Poor management of the Earth’s drylands, such as neglecting the fallow system, are increasing dust storms size
and frequency from desert margins and changing both the local and global climate, and also impacting local
economies.



Dust storm that blanketed seven nations in the Middle East in late summer 2015 was caused by climate factors
and unusual weather.

TOPIC: Changes in critical geographical features (including water bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and
fauna and the effects of such changes.
Q) If climate change is going to influence monsoon vigour and availability in coming years, the
time to take action and make changes is now. Examine. (250 words)
The hindu
Why this question
As the monsoons approach, the horrors of the past few years, when climate change impacted the
ability of monsoon to satiate India’s water needs, comes back to light. This is an important worry as
droughts, lack of water for irrigation etc create huge economic and social losses. Hence this question
Key demand of the question
The question expects two broad explanations from us


What is the impact of climate change on monsoons in particular and water availability in general



What should be the steps to be taken for dealing with this situation

Directive word
Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic, get into details,
and find out the causes or implications if any . Apart from the key demands we have to analyze the
steps taken so far and the effectiveness of those steps in dealing with water shortage on account of
climate change.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – introduce your answer by explaining the linkage between climate change and
monsoon as well as water availability.
Body


Examine the impact of this acute shortage each year that the monsoon fails. Bring out the
impact by discussing it under heads like economic cost, social cost etc



Examine the steps that have taken in dealing with this situation and effectiveness of these steps.
Also bring out whether these are steps are more of the same usual steps being taken or whether
these are chosen by analysing the problem and responding accordingly



Mention the changes that are required in monsoon and water management to ensure that this
annual uncertainty is best dealt with.

Conclusion – Mention that as anthropogenic factors start becoming more dominant, the time to
prepare ourselves for adapting is now.
Relationship between climate change and monsoon :

Rainfall extremes have increased threefold over the last few years and now extend over all of central India from
Gujarat to Odisha.



The floods of 2017 are quite consistent with this pattern; the moisture is derived from the northern Arabian Sea
and not from depressions in the Bay of Bengal



For the third year in a row, India’s monsoon season has produced floods in the northwest and the northeast,
while southern parts of the country have suffered from a rainfall deficit.
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The onset of the monsoon has been delayed almost every year since 1976, when there was a regime shift in
climate around the world from a weak to a strong El Nino period. Since this time, monsoons have also been
ending sooner so the length of the rainy season has been compressed.



During the monsoon season, there are usually random “break periods” when there is hardly any rainfall. These
periods are associated with systems moving northwards from the equatorial region. Global warming and climate
change is shortening the length of the “active periods “when it does rain, while lengthening the break periods.



So, just about everything about the monsoon is changing rainfall intensity, duration, frequency and spatial
distribution.



Anthropogenic aerosols emitted through human activities might be a more important factor for change in
monsoon patterns. .



Climate models have indicated with high confidence that climate change will lead to an increase in extreme
rainfall events.



For India, the average monsoon rainfall is expected to increase initially and then reduce after a few decades.

Impact :

Climate change will cause low-pressure systems (LPSs) that create the Indian monsoon rains to shift northwards.
The resulting reduction in rainfall that some areas will experience could have a major impact on agriculture.
This can affect the livelihood of farmers and can lead to increase in farmers suicides



Monsoons are erratic, perhaps increasingly so because of climate change.



Food prices soar, the poor go hungry, reservoirs empty and power cuts hamstring businesses.



The impact even ripples overseas as commodity markets are starved of Indian sugar and rice.



Poor monsoons delay planting and produce smaller yields of crops such as rice, corn, sugar cane and oilseeds.
That can accelerate food inflation



About 800 million of India’s 1.3 billion people count on agriculture for a living, yet less than half of its farmland
have access to irrigation.



India faces major threats to its water security, with most water bodies near urban centres heavily polluted. InterState disputes over river resources are also becoming more intense and widespread.



Along with water scarcity, there is the issue of water quality. A Central Pollution Control Board report indicates
that almost half of India’s inter-State rivers are polluted. It found that the untreated sewage and industrial waste
was a major cause of pollution



India’s water problem is being caused by several factors like increase in population, reduced rainfall,
encroachment of water bodies, poor handling of industrial waste water, exploitation of natural resources, change
in food consumption pattern etc. have all come together to deplete the amount of water available.

Measures taken for water conservation and management :

Gujarat State government has embarked on a labour- intensive programme to desilt rivers and water bodies
ahead of the rains.



Government of India has launched National Water Mission with the objective of conservation of water,
minimizing wastage and ensuring more equitable distribution both across and within states through integrated
water resources development and management.



River rejuvenation:

With deteriorating quality of water in Ganga and Yamuna in 1985, the Ganga Action Plan (GAP) Phase I,
followed by GAP Phase II, starting in 1993.



Similarly, the Yamuna Action Plan (YAP) was also started in 1993 as a bilateral project with the Japanese
Government.



In 2009, the National Ganga River Basin Authority (NGRBA) with the Prime Minister as its Chairman, was
formed.
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The total expenditure till March 2014 was Rs986.34 crore. In July, 2014, the Modi Government launched the
Namami Gange Project with more or less the same purpose as the GAP has served.



Government has focussed on cleaning the Ganges but there has been little progress so far on a project which
has defeated successive administrations, despite substantial funding.



Declaration of the Ganga and the Yamuna as living entities signals a renewed effort to rescue our rivers.



Groundwater:



Groundwater Bill, 2017:

The bill proposes a new regulatory framework based on the recognition of the unitary nature of
groundwater pool, the need for decentralised control and the necessity to protect water at the aquifer
level.



It recognition water as a public trust and a fundamental right.



The Bill also builds on the decentralisation mandate and seeks to give regulatory control over
groundwater resources to local bodies.



The proposed new regime will benefit the resource, through the introduction of groundwater security
plans and valuable local participation.



This will serve as a mandate to use groundwater wisely, protect it for our own benefit, as well as for
future generations.

The World Bank’s Water Scarce Cities Initiative seeks to promote an integrated approach to managing water
resources and service delivery in water-scarce cities as the basis for building resilience against climate
change


6,000-crore World Bank-aided Atal Bhujal Yojana with community participation is prepared to ensure
sustained groundwater management in overexploited and ground water-stressed areas in seven
States.



Government of India is committed to accord high priority to water conservation and its management. To
this effect Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) has been formulated with the vision of
extending the coverage of irrigation ‘Har Khet ko pani’ and improving water use efficiency ‘More crop per
drop’ in a focused manner with end to end solution on source creation, distribution, management, field
application and extension activities.



According to the annual report of the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, about 77% of rural
habitations in India have achieved a fully covered status under the National Rural Drinking Water
Programme, and 55% of the rural population have access to tap water


Ministry has also taken special steps to address the issue of water quality. A sub-mission programme is
being implemented to eliminate the problems of water quality in about 28,000 habitations affected by
arsenic and fluoride by 2020

Criticism :

There are different municipal agencies and government bodies, often working at cross purposes, who are
supposed to be working to save rivers.



Yamuna River Project has not addressed the issue of environmental flow which is crucial to save a river.


It does not tell the action plans for rejuvenation of the river and its riparian ecosystem that generate
ecological services including the storage of flood water, enhanced recharging of ground water, flood
regulation, treatment of sewage before and after discharging into river.



Straightening of rivers is entirely opposed to their ecological integrity and is environmentally destructive and
downright dangerous to the river banks and riverine population.



There is no understanding of river hydrology and floodplains, which form diverse habitats for flora and fauna.
Here lies the root of the problem,
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Water in India is a state government subject and water laws are state-based. The state has the constitutional
power to make laws, to implement and regulate water supplies, irrigation and canals, drainage and
embankments, water storage and hydropower. This creates conflicts between centre and state.



There is nothing in the constitution or law that shows an understanding of what a river is, what services it
provides or the conservation of rivers



There is no legal protection for rivers in India. This is the reason various legal and institutional measures such as
the Water Pollution Act, CPCB, the state pollution control boards, Ganga Action Plan, Yamuna Action Plan and
the National River Conservation Plan have yielded no results.



Successive governments have ignored river protection and a proposal for a river regulation zone has been
gathering dust for over a decade.



Government resolution (GR) mentions desilting, straightening and deepening of rivers. This is not river
rejuvenation.



Government is just focusing on pollution and trying to find an engineering solution while ignoring the core issue,
the ecological problem.



Open defecation in the rivers



Groundwater exploitation still very high



India receives an average rainfall of 1,170 mm per year, it is estimated that only 6% of rainwater is stored.



Unless drastic measures are taken to minimise water usage, the day may not be far off when authorities will be
forced to ration water supply in cities like Bengaluru, which has been ranked second in the list of 11 global cities
which might face the imminent threat of running out of drinking water.

What else is needed :

Genetically modified plants suited to droughts might help, as would selecting more appropriate crops than
thirsty rice and sugar cane in water-scarce regions.



Tackling India’s chronic air pollution may be among the most effective policies.



The monsoon itself is highly variable. This underscores the need for comprehensive reforms at the level of
States, with the Centre helping to conserve hydrological resources.



There is also the challenge of reducing demand for farming, given that the Mihir Shah Committee estimated
public irrigation efficiency to be a low 35%. Farmers need to be helped with the latest technologies to cut water
use.



Development needs to be climate-smart, but also avoid social and institutional challenges such as moral hazard.



Cities could be laid out to reduce flooding by following natural contours, drainage and tank systems. Emergency
responders should be well prepared to transport and care for people who may become stranded during disasters.



Regional and transboundary cooperation in water security :-



India must take the lead in consulting SAARC nations to foster information sharing and joint management of
transboundary water resources and perhaps shape a common stance on international climate change
negotiations



Rain water harvesting to recharge aquifer and fill up ponds/lakes, leveraging MGNREGA to build harvesting
capacity



Micro irrigation:



In the light of PMKSY, aiming towards per drop more crop, farmers should be aware and incentivised
towards drip and sprinkler irrigation. This will prevent water wastage and increase water productivity.

Using M-Kisan, extension service and awareness to farmers to use mixed cropping, incentivising horticulturemillet-pulses sowing can be done. This will reduce water guzzling crops like rice and sugarcane.
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Nature-based solutions hold great promise in areas which also include sustainable food production, improved
human settlements, access to drinking water supplies and sanitation, water-related disaster risk reduction, and
helping to respond to the impact of climate change on water resources.


Environmentally-friendly agricultural systems like those which use practices such as conservation tillage,
crop diversification, legume intensification and biological pest control work as well as intensive, high-input
systems.



Constructed wetlands for wastewater treatment can also be a cost-effective, nature-based solution that
provides effluent of adequate quality for several non-potable uses (irrigation) and additional benefits that
include energy production.



Watershed management is another nature-based solution

Encourage traditional water systems:

Ecologically safe engineering marvels of water conservation have existed in India for nearly 1,500 years,
including traditional systems of water harvesting, such as the bawari, jhalara, nadi, tanka, and khadin.



They continue to remain viable and cost-effective alternatives for replenishing depleted groundwater
aquifers. With government support, they could be revived, upgraded and productively combined with
modern rainwater-saving techniques such as anicuts, percolation tanks, injection wells and subsurface
barriers. This may be a far more sustainable approach to alleviating the water scarcity crisis across India.



The basic concept underlying all these techniques is that rain should be harvested whenever and wherever
it falls.



Urban India needs to focus on recycling and harvesting water, having better testing and purification facilities
and increase public awareness on the need to conserve water.



International examples:

Israel has been a role model for the world in matters of water management with its innovation of drip
irrigation. The country has also set the template for reusing wastewater in irrigation. It treats 80 percent of
its domestic wastewater, which is recycled and constitutes nearly 50 percent of the total water used for
agriculture. Israel now saves as candlelight for countries like India.



Israel’s drip and micro-irrigation solutions rapidly spread worldwide. Just one recent example of how this
method has impacted food supply in foreign countries is Tipa, literally “Drop,” an Israeli-developed kit that
has allowed 700 farming families in Senegal to reap crops three times a year instead of just once, even on
infertile land.



Large catchment areas need to be developed around water bodies so that natural recharge of groundwater
takes place. A good example is the Seog catchment area which has been denoted as a wildlife sanctuary and
where no construction is allowed.



Greywater recycling, a method of recycling wastewater from kitchen sinks, showers and laundry fixtures.


Greywater recycling helps reduce household water usage by about 50% .

Topic: Urbanization, their problems and their remedies.
Q) Discuss the reasons behind migration in women. Examine the issues faced by female
migrants and ways to alleviate their concerns? (250 words)
Indian express
Why this question
As the pace of urbanization in the country grows, migration will also increase and so will the
associated problems. Understanding the causes of and impacts of migration from a gender
perspective would enable us to understand the issues faced by female migrants much better.
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Key demand of the question
Following issues are to be addressed in your answer


The status quo regarding female migration



The reasons behind female migration



The issues faced by the female migrants



How to address those issues

Directive word
Discuss – Here the causes are to be mentioned which lead to female migration
Examine – Here the issues faced by female migrants and the impact of such issues have to be
examined in detail. In the latter part of the answer way forward is to be provided as well.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – introduce your answer by explaining that urbanization is leading to greater
migration. Highlight findings of economic survey regarding migration and mention that gender
perspective on the same is missing
Body


Discuss some statistics around teenage migration to show that it is increasing off late



Discuss the various reasons behind female migration – here the focus should be on
explaining that unlike contrary expectations, marriage and personal reasons are not the only
or the most predominant reason for migration



Examine the issues faced by women under various heads like economic, social justice etc.



Suggest measures to address shortcomings

Conclusion – highlight the need for improving participation of women in LFPR and thus the issues
need to be resolved
Background:

Women migration has been happening in India and world for centuries. The 2011 Census reveals that women
form almost 70 per cent of internal migration.

Reasons for migration of women :

Marriage:



Marriage-induced migration or associated migration continues to be the predominant reason for the
overwhelming presence of women among migrants.

Education and employment:

Many middle and upper middle class women migrate to cities for improving their educational credentials
and also to get suitable employment apparently in a quest for social advancement.



Post liberalisation export-oriented economic development has created demand for women labour.



Among the semi-literate, young girls migrating to towns/cities to work in export processing units, garment
industry, electronic assembling and food processing units is continuously on the increase in the recent
years



Relay migration:


To augment family income, families which have some land holdings in the rural area, send the
daughters to work mostly as domestic servants
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Business:

Business as a reason for migration increased by 153 per cent during 2001-11, more than four times the
rate for men.

Issues faced by women migrants:

Vulnerable:





Denial of basic needs and exploitation:

Women migrants in general face the denial of basic needs such as identity documentation, social
entitlements, housing and financial services.



Women remain mostly discriminated in the workforce and invariably suffer economic exclusion.



Denied maternity benefits or special care and more vulnerable to sexual harassment

Wage gap:





The preference for women employees on the part of employers is mainly because women accepted lower
wage, are not unionised and do not protest much against unpleasant working conditions

These women migrants are more likely to be paid less than male migrants and non-migrant women.

Health hazards:

In addition to low pay and inhuman working conditions, low-skilled women migrants often get work that is
saddled with health hazards.



According to a study by Cividep, garment workers in Bengaluru, comprising 90 per cent women migrants,
often suffer from respiratory illness, tuberculosis, ergonomic problems like back pain, mental health
problems such as depression and reproductive health issues.

Policy failure:

India does not have a direct exclusionary registration system of migrants like China’s “hukou” system, it
discriminates against them more subtly through political, administrative, labour market, and socio-economic
processes.



For example, the ration card continues to be a person’s primary identity document, which is issued to the
family.



The absence of individual-specific ration cards and the need to surrender the old card to move to a new
ration card poses unique problems for women migrants who are only recognised as dependents in a maleheaded household. This also limits women migrants ability to access financial services.



Despite internal migration being very high and the enactment of Inter-State Migrant Workmen (Regulation
of Employment and Conditions of Service) Act that legally protects labour migrants rights, governments
continue to exclude migrants from urban development policies.

Ways to alleviate women concerns:

Better data collection:

Capturing the complex dynamics of gender-specific migration would not only fill knowledge gaps in the
gender dimension of migration but also improve the visibility of women as economic actors and help the
state respond better to their needs.



Aadhaar card to women migrants can ensure her access to basic needs, opening of Jan Dhan accounts and
availing benefits of the National Health Protection Mission.



International examples:

India can learn from countries such as Austria, Belgium, Norway, Romania, UK, etc which provide vocational
training to improve employability of women migrants and access to support services.



“We the Women” programme of Vietnam helped create job opportunities for women migrants is also worth
studying.
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States should emulate Kerala which provide insurance and free medical treatment for its 30 million migrant
workers.



Policy :

An inclusive National Urban Policy should integrate migration and the needs of migrants, in particular
women migrants, their aspirations and empowerment and ensure their right to the city and better
infrastructure, and gender-friendly service delivery.



The political inclusion of migrants would also democratise urban governance and ensure the building of
cities on the basis of gender equality.

Q) Water crisis in Shimla is a warning sign for the trying times ahead with respect to water
availability in India. Examine the challenges and discuss the role that traditional water storage
systems can play in averting this crisis? (250 words)
Hindustantimes
Reference
Why this question
The recent water crisis in Shimla poses several questions related to water management in the
country. At a time when several reports have been highlighting the acute paucity of water facing
India, it is regrettable that we haven’t moved fast enough in addressing this challenge. Hence this
question.
Key demand of the question
The question demands us to incorporate the following points in your answer


Describe the situation in Shimla



Examine the problem facing India in general related to water availability and use



Reports of various organisations which have harped on the need for effective water
management in the country



What are the water related issues we should be wary of



Solutions to these issues in brief and the role of transitional water harvesting structures in detail

Directive word
Examine – When you are asked to examine, you have to probe deeper into the topic, get into details,
and find out the causes or implications if any .
Discuss – Detail out the benefits of traditional water harvesting structures.
Structure of the answer
Introduction – take the example of what is happening in Shimla and discuss the issues that it raises.
Body


Examine the issues plaguing Shimla – reasons behind non availability of water



Examine the challenges that it poses for water management in India – highlight other examples
to prove that it is an all India problem



Take help of reports like NASA’s, UN world water development report 2018 etc to prove that the
challenge ahead is arduous



Discuss solutions to these issues in brief



Discuss in detail the role that traditional water harvesting system in India would play in averting
some water related woes
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Conclusion – Highlight the necessity to start acting immediately and the way ahead.
Background:

India has long undervalued one of its most precious resources, water. The country’s chronic mismanagement of
water is staring at it now. Over 600 million Indians rely on the monsoon to replenish their water sources, and the
unpredictable nature of rain leaves them vulnerable.

Water crisis in Shimla:

Over the past three summers, water availability had plunged to 29 or 30 million litres per day (MLD). This year, the
supply was only about 20 MLD.



Reasons for water crisis can be :

A combination of population explosion, unplanned growth of the city and its expansion to some traditional
catchment areas (a region from which rainfall flows into a river, lake, or reservoir) have led to a reduction
in the natural flow of water, and large-scale deforestation.



Climate change, leading to much lower precipitation during the winter months. As a result, the natural flow
and recharge of water in the region has fallen sharply



The water demand in Shimla during peak tourist season is very high.

Challenges with respect to water availability in India :

Many Indian cities, including Delhi and Bangalore, face a water crisis, especially that of freshwater.



A World Bank study puts the plight of the country in perspective: 163 million Indians lack access to safe drinking
water; 210 million Indians lack access to improved sanitation; 21% of communicable diseases are linked to unsafe
water.



There is no attempt at the central or state levels to manage water quantity and quality



A lack of implementation of existing laws and regulations



Pervasive corruption



Poor adoption rates of technologies such as desalination plants



No charges on water usage and huge distribution losses.



Deforestation of catchment areas and pollution of water bodies



Export of water-intensive crops



Excessive dependence on groundwater.



There is also a lack of interest in maintaining India’s traditional water harvesting structures.



Increase in population, reduced rainfall, encroachment of water bodies, poor handling of industrial waste
water, exploitation of natural resources, change in food consumption pattern etc. have all come together to
deplete the amount of water available



Indian utilities compound the problem by callously losing an estimated 40 to 60 percent of the water produced.



India’s rivers are drying and are symptomatic of the dire state of the water crisis.

Traditional water storage systems:

Ancient Indians understood the art of water governance. Most of India’s traditional water management has been
at the community level; relying upon diverse, imaginative and effective methods for harvesting, storing, and
managing rainfall, runoff and stream flow.



Role in averting water crisis:

Ecologically safe engineering marvels of water conservation have existed in India for nearly 1,500 years,
including traditional systems of water harvesting, such as the bawari, jhalara, nadi, tanka, and khadin.



They continue to remain viable and cost-effective alternatives for replenishing depleted groundwater
aquifers. With government support, they could be revived, upgraded and productively combined with
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modern rainwater-saving techniques such as anicuts, percolation tanks, injection wells and subsurface
barriers. This may be a far more sustainable approach to alleviating the water scarcity crisis across India.


The basic concept underlying all these techniques is that rain should be harvested whenever and wherever
it falls.



Katta:

Katta is a temporary structure made by binding mud and loose stones available locally. Built across
small streams and rivers, this stone bund slows the flow of water, and stores a large amount (depending
upon its height) during the dry months. The collected water gradually seeps into ground and increase
the water level of nearby wells. In coastal areas, they also minimize the flow of fresh water into the
sea.



It is a cost effective and simple method, used widely in rural areas. Series of stone bunds built one
behind the other have proved to be more effective than modern concrete dams in some villages, as
these local structures can be easily repaired by farmers themselves.



These water soak pits called as Madakas in Karnataka, Pemghara in Odisha and Johads in Rajasthan, are
one of the oldest systems used to conserve and recharge ground water. Water from Johads is still been
widely used by farmers to irrigate fields in many parts of India. In fact, the arid state of Rajasthan has seen
a drastic improvement in water conservation due to the revival of Johads



In Himachal Pradesh, kuhls (surface water channels) have been used since ancient times to carry glacial
waters from rivers and streams into valley fields. These kuhls need to be desilted and fortified to prevent
them from breaking during torrential rainfall.



Another effective traditional water management system is bamboo drip irrigation, practiced in the tribal
pockets of the Khasi and Jaintia hills of Meghalaya. In this, a network of bamboo pipes of varying diameters,
lengths and positioning is used to harvest water from hill springs or streams. This can be adopted on a larger
scale wherever possible.



Nagaland’s Zabo is also a great way of collecting run-off in community tanks/ponds. Rainwater that falls
on forested hilltops is led by channels that deposit it in pond-like structures created on the terraced hillsides.
The channels also pass through cattle yards, collecting the dung and urine of animals, before ultimately
meandering into fields at the foot of the hill.

Way forward:

Urban India needs to focus on recycling and harvesting water, having better testing and purification facilities
and increase public awareness on the need to conserve water.



International examples:

Israel has been a role model for the world in matters of water management with its innovation of drip
irrigation. The country has also set the template for reusing wastewater in irrigation. It treats 80 percent of
its domestic wastewater, which is recycled and constitutes nearly 50 percent of the total water used for
agriculture. Israel now saves as candlelight for countries like India.



Israel’s drip and micro-irrigation solutions rapidly spread worldwide. Just one recent example of how this
method has impacted food supply in foreign countries is Tipa, literally “Drop,” an Israeli-developed kit that
has allowed 700 farming families in Senegal to reap crops three times a year instead of just once, even on
infertile land.



Large catchment areas need to be developed around water bodies so that natural recharge of groundwater
takes place. A good example is the Seog catchment area which has been denoted as a wildlife sanctuary and
where no construction is allowed.



Greywater recycling, a method of recycling wastewater from kitchen sinks, showers and laundry fixtures.




Greywater recycling helps reduce household water usage by about 50% .

This year’s World Water Development Report makes it clear that nature-based solutions which are also aligned
with the principles and aims of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development can offer answers to our most
pressing water-related challenges.

www.insightsonindia.com

89

www.insightsias.com

SECURE SYNOPSIS

www.insightsonindia.com

90

www.insightsias.com

