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General Studies-3; Topic: Indian economy – growth and development 
 

Development vs Environment 
 

1) Introduction 

 Nearly 17,000 grown trees will be chopped off for redevelopment of central government 
accommodations in south Delhi.  

 Trees have been felled regularly across the country to make way for concrete monstrosities.  

 Between 2008 and 2017, nearly 20,000 thousand trees have been cut in Bengaluru to make way for 
flyovers, road widening and other projects. 

 In Gurugram in 2016-17 alone close to 10,000 trees were cut.  

 According to government data over the last 30 years, forests nearly two-thirds the size of Haryana 
have been lost to encroachments and industrial projects. 
 

2) Implications 

 Ten saplings have to be substituted for every tree cut, as per guidelines by the Forest Department. 

 No agency or body has been put into place to supervise that this commitment is fulfilled. 

 Given the pollution levels in cities, it is necessary that old trees are not uprooted. 

 Cutting trees will not only decimate green cover but will also add to the present levels of air 
pollution.  

 In many areas there is no place to grow for compensatory plantations. 

 Compensatory plantation has not been a successful solution for cutting old trees.  
 

3) Concerns / Challenges 

 The current GDP estimates do not account for the gains/losses in natural capital. 

 Identifying and quantifying the ecosystem services for the purpose of damage assessment is a 
difficult task in the absence of relevant data. 

 Water scarcity, high levels of pollution, extreme weather phenomena and the regular occurrence of 
floods and droughts could strain an economy fighting to grow. 

 Health challenges, increase in income inequality, increased pollution and a depletion of natural 
resources.  

 Large economic growth adversely affects the environmental quality and economic welfare of 
individuals and households. 

 Development policies give more priority to income and employment generation, implementation of 
pollution control policies is very poor. 

 At present, the price of a commodity covers only the private cost of production, not the damage 
cost.  

 This makes the commodity relatively cheaper leading to more demand and output, and mor 
pollution and environmental damage cost.  

 India has more environmental conflicts than any other country, according to Environmental Justice 
Atlas, an international database. 

 Researchers have found that environmental governance in India is poor not because of laws but 
their pathetic implementation. 

 Multiplicity of authorities for environmental management and poor coordination among them. 
 

4) Development vs Environment 
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 Development and environment are two sides of the same coin. 

 On one hand people are concerned about the environment in which they live. 

 Major issues like global warming, greenhouse effect, air and water pollution are increasing each 
day. 

 On the other hand, to eradicate poverty and increase growth in the economy, development is 
mandatory.  

 Without economic development a nation cannot come out of the vicious circle of poverty. 

 As our population grows, finding a balance between economic advancement and consumption of 
natural resources is a vital question that India should address.  

 Development without environment is meaningless. 

 We need to save our resources for our future generations so that they can live in a healthy 
environment.  
 

5) Way Forward 

 Role of Enterprises 
a. Production systems must become sustainable.  
b. Switching from non-renewable to renewable sources of energy and materials targetting cleaner 

production. 
c. Improving energy efficiency in industry is one of the most cost-effective measure. 
d. Maximising recycling and reuse of wastes. 
e. Industries across sectors must come together on a common platform to address the issues 

concerning economic development and environment protection. 
f. Market-based instruments such as pollution tax and tradable pollution permits must be carried 

out. 

 Role of Government 
a. Policies need to be simplified to create an ecosystem for new sustainable businesses to flourish. 
b. ICT can help drive socio-economic achievements via e-health, e-government services and smart 

grids for utilities.  
c. Good environmental governance which limits exploitation of natural resources to sustainable 

levels. 
d. Our policy should not be based on the “pollute-first; clean-up-later” approach.  
e. We need to strengthen participatory processes such as public hearings in the environmental 

and forest clearance process. 
f. Developing and reporting measures of human well-being other than GDP that better account 

for environmental and social costs of resource use. 
g. The Green GDP is a step forward for India if it wishes to account for true economic growth and 

its holistic wealth. 
h. Strict environmental regulation may reduce environmental damage significantly.  
i. India should work with foreign governments and global organizations to find ways of subsidizing 

clean fuel and cleaning our rivers and aquifers.  
 

6) Conclusion 

 The transition to economic growth coupled with efficiency in natural resource use and its 
conservation can help India attain its goals of inclusive growth with sustainable development. 

 The time has indeed come to add “swachh paani” and “hawa” to “roti-kapada-makaan-aur-bijli”, to 
begin our journey towards sustainable growth. 


