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SERIES – 8 : SOLUTIONS (Days 29-32)
1. Consider the following statements

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
Justification:
The Congress session in Madras (December 1927) meeting under the presidency of M.A. Ansari
decided to boycott THE Simon commission “at every stage and in every form”. Meanwhile Nehru
succeeded in getting a snap resolution passed at the session, declaring complete independence
as the goal of the Congress. Those who decided to support the Congress call of boycott included
the Liberals of the Hindu Mahasabha and the majority faction of the Muslim League under Jinnah.
Some others, such as the Unionists in Punjab and the Justice Party in the south, decided not to
boycott the commission.
(Hence statements 1 and 2 are correct.)
Source: Spectrum
2. Delhi proposals of 1927 by the Muslim League did NOT include which of the following?
a) Separate Electorate for Muslims.
b) 1/3rd representation to Muslims in Central legislative Assembly.
c) Formation of 3 new Muslim majority provinces-Sindh, Baluchistan and North West
Frontier Province.
d) Representation to Muslims in Punjab and Bengal in proportion to their population.
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1. It was at the Madras Congress Session leaders decided to boycott Simon Commission
2. A snap resolution was also passed at the session declaring complete independence as the
goal of the Congress.
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Solution: a
Justification:

(Hence option a is correct.)
Source: Spectrum
3. Consider the following statements.
1. Independence of India league was formed owing to the disappointment with Nehru
Report.
2. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was its President
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: a
Justification:
The Muslim League, the Hindu Mahasabha and the Sikh Communalists were unhappy about the
Nehru Report, but the younger section of the Congress led by Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhash
Bose were also angered. The younger section regarded the idea of dominion status in the report
as a step backward, and the developments at the All Parties Conference strengthened their
criticism of the dominion status idea. Nehru and Subhash Bose rejected the Congress’ modified
goal and jointly set up the Independence for India League. J.L.Nehru and Bose were secretaries,
Srinivas Ayangar was the president. (Hence statement 1 is correct and statement 2 incorrect.)
Source: Spectrum
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In December 1927, a large number of Muslim leaders had met at Delhi at the Muslim League
session and evolved four proposals for Muslim demands to be incorporated in the draft
constitution. These proposals, which were accepted by the Madras session of the Congress
(December 1927), came to be known as the ‘Delhi Proposals’. These were joint electorates in
place of separate electorates with reserved seats for Muslims one-third representation to
Muslims in Central Legislative Assembly; representation to Muslims in Punjab and Bengal in
proportion to their population; formation of three new Muslim majority provinces— Sindh,
Baluchistan and North-West Frontier Province.
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4. Which of the following statements is/are correct about Lahore session of Indian National
Congress?

Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) Only 3
b) Only 1 and 3
c) Only 2 and 3
d) 1,2,3
Solution: d
Justification:
Jawaharlal Nehru, who had done more than anyone else to popularise the concept of purna
swaraj, was nominated the president for the Lahore session of the Congress (December 1929)
mainly due to Gandhi’s backing, (15 out of 18 Provincial Congress Committees had opposed
Nehru).
The following major decisions were taken at the Lahore session




The RTC to be boycotted;
Complete independence declared as the aim of the Congress;
CWC authorized to launch a programme of civil disobedience including non-payment of
taxes and all members of legislatures asked to resign their seats;
January 26, 1930 fixed as the first Independence Day, to be celebrated everywhere.

(Hence option d is correct.)
Source: Spectrum
5. Aitchison Committee by Dufferin in 1886 was set up for?
a) Local Government
b) Public Services
c) Police reforms
d) Judicial reforms
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1. It was decided that Round Table Conference was to be boycotted.
2. It authorized the launch of a programme of civil disobedience.
3. Complete Independence was declared as the aim of the Congress.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution: b
Justification:






Dropping of the terms ‘covenanted’ and ‘uncovenanted’;
Classification of the civil service into Imperial Indian Civil Service (examination in
England), Provincial Civil Service (examination in India) and Subordinate Civil Service
(examination in India).
Raising the age limit to 23.

In 1893, the House of Commons in England passed a resolution supporting holding of
simultaneous examination in India and England; but the resolution was never implemented.
(Hence option b is correct.)
Source: Spectrum
6. What was “Cunningham Circular” related to?
a) It forced peasants for bonded labour under British rule
b) It forced parents, guardians and students to furnish assurances of good behavior
c) It barred all political meetings of Indian National Congress
d) It barred striking by labour in industries owned by Britishers.
Solution: b
Justification:
In Assam, a powerful agitation was organised against the infamous ‘Cunningham circular’ which
forced parents, guardians and students to furnish assurances of good behavior. It was part of
Civil Disobedience Movement.
(Hence option b is correct.)
Source: Spectrum
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Aitchison Committee on Public Services (1886) set up by Dufferin, recommended—
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7. Consider the following statements
1. First session of All India Hindu Mahasabha was organized at Varanasi.
2. Punjab Hindu Sabha was founded by Lala Lajpat Rai.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
b) Only 2
c) Both of them
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: d
Justification:
All India Hindu Mahasabha was organized at Haridwar (Hence statement 1 is incorrect.)
Punjab Hindu Sabha was founded by U. N. Mukherji ans Lal chand (Hence statement 2 is
incorrect.)
Source: Spectrum
8. Which of the following was NOT included in the Resolution on Fundamental Rights passed at
the Karachi session of congress 1931?
a) Free and compulsory primary education
b) Right to form associations
c) Right to assemble
d) Better conditions of work including living wage
Solution: d
Justification:
Better conditions of work including living wage was a part of the resolution on National
Economic Programme passed in the same session and not fundamental rights.
In March 1931, a special session of the Congress was held at Karachi to endorse the Gandhi-Irwin
or Delhi Pact. Six days before the session (which was held on March 29) Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev
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a) Only 1
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and Rajguru had been executed. Throughout Gandhi’s route to Karachi, he was greeted with
black flag demonstrations by the Punjab Naujawan Bharat Sabha, in protest against his failure to
secure commutation of the death sentence for Bhagat and his comrades.



While disapproving of and dissociating itself from political violence, the Congress admired
the “bravery” and “sacrifice” of the three martyrs. The Delhi Pact was endorsed.



The goal of Purna Swaraj was reiterated. Two resolutions were adopted—one on
Fundamental Rights and the other on National Economic Programme— which made the
session particularly memorable. The resolution on Fundamental Rights guaranteed
 Free speech and free press.
 Right to form associations
 Right to assemble
 Universal adult franchise
 Equal legal rights irrespective of caste, creed and sex
 Neutrality of state in religious matters
 Free and compulsory primary education
 Protection to culture, language, script of minorities and linguistic groups

The resolution on National Economic Programme included—
Substantial reduction in rent and revenue
Exemption from rent for uneconomic holdings
Relief from agricultural indebtedness
Control of usury
Better conditions of work including a living wage, limited hours of work and protection
of women workers
 Right to workers and peasants to form unions
 State ownership and control of key industries, mines and means of transport. This was
the first time the Congress spelt out what swaraj would mean for the masses—”in order
to end exploitation of masses, political freedom must include economic freedom of
starving millions.” The Karachi Resolution was to remain, in essence, the basic political
and economic programme of the Congress in ten years.






(Hence option d is correct.)
Source: Spectrum
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Congress Resolutions at Karachi
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9. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. Gandhiji set up the All India Anti-untouchability league in September 1932.
2. Gandhiji was against the annihilation of caste system.
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: (c)
Justification:
He believed that the removal of untouchability would have, a positive impact on communal and
other questions since opposition to untouchability meant opposing the notion of highness and
lowness. He was opposed to using compulsion against the orthodox Hindus whom he called
Sanatanis. They were to be won over by persuasion, by appealing to “their reason and their
hearts”. His fasts were aimed at inspiring friends and followers to redouble their antiuntouchability work. Gandhi’s Harijan campaign included a programme of internal reform by
Harijans covering education, cleanliness, hygiene, giving up eating of beef and carrion and
consumption of liquor, and removing untouchability among themselves. All-India AntiUntouchability League was established in 1932 which was later renamed Harijan Sevak Sangh;
the weekly Harijan was founded by Gandhi in 1933. He wanted abolition of untouchability and
not caste system. (Hence statement 1 and 2 are correct.)
(Hence option c is correct.)
Source: Spectrum
10. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. Phoenix Settlement was the first Gandhian Ashram.
2. It was here Gandhiji first used the three principles: Sarvodaya, Sathyagraha and Ahimsa.
3. Sarvodaya was a concept borrowed from Leo Tolstoy by Gandhiji.
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Only 1 and 2
d) 1, 2, 3
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a) Only 1

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution: (b)
Justification:

Phoenix Settlement (1904) was an area of outskirt Johannesburg. This region was known as
Transvaal (North part of river val covering cities like Johannesburg).
This area was a settlement of indentured Indian Laborers, ex indentured laborers and Indian
merchants. This type of settlements were always outside of white settlements due to racial
discrimination.
During various movements against discrimination, Gandhiji helped people of various Indian
settlers to wage legal fight against injustice and he himself lived with them whenever he visited
Transvaal. It was here Gandhiji first used the three principles: Sarvodaya, Sathyagraha and
Ahimsa. Sarvodaya was a concept borrowed from John Ruskin which was expounded in his book
Unto His Last. (Hence option b is correct.)
(Hence option b is correct.)
Source: Spectrum
11. Rabindranath Tagore renounced his knighthood protesting which of the following?
a) The Rowlatt Act.
b) Jallianwala Bagh Massacre
c) The withdrawal of Non-co-operation Movement
d) Division of Bengal
Solution: b
Justification:
JALLIANWALA BACH MASSACRE (APRIL 13, 1919)
On Baisakhi day, a large, crowd of people mostly from neighbouring villages, unaware of the
prohibitory orders in the city, had gathered in this small park to protest against the arrest of
their leaders, Saifuddin Kitchlew and Satya Pal. The Army surrounded the gathering and on the
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Tolstoy farm was resemble with Ashram System, while Phoenix Settlement was regular Indian
settlement.
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orders from General Dyer blocked the only exit point and opened fire on the unarmed crowd
killing around1000. The incident was followed by uncivilized brutalities on the inhabitants of
Amritsar. The entire nation was stunned. Rabindranath Tagore renounced his knighthood in
protest. Gandhi by atmosphere of violence and withdrew the movement on April 18, 1919.
(Hence option b is correct.)

12. Which of the following statement/s is/are NOT correct?
1. Hindustan Republican Army was founded by Chandrasekhar Azad in 1928.
2. Its official goal was establishment of Socialism.
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
Justification:
The revolutionary terrorist activity in the second phase was dominated by the Hindustan
Republican Association/Army or HRA (later renamed Hindustan Socialist Republican
Association or HSRA). The HRA was founded in October 1924 in Kanpur by Ramprasad Bismil,
Jogesh Chandra Chatterjee and Sachin Sanyal, with an aim to organise an armed revolution to
overthrow the colonial government and establish in its place a Federal Republic of United States
of India whose basic principle would be adult franchise.( Hence, Statement 1 is incorrect)
Hindustan Republic Association at a historic meeting in the ruins of Ferozshah Kotla in Delhi
(September 1928). The participants included Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, Bhagwaticharan Vohra
from Punjab and Bejoy Kumar Sinha, Shiv Verma and Jaidev Kapur from UP. The HSRA decided
to work under a collective leadership and adopted socialism as its official goal.
(Hence, Option c is correct )
Source: Spectrum.
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Source: Spectrum
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13. Which of the following was/were part of pre-congress campaign against British?
1. Against Arms Act
2. Against Vernacular Press Act
3. In support of Ilbert Bill.
a) Only 1 and 2
b) Only 2
c) Only 1
d) 1, 2 and 3
Solution: d
Justification:
PRE-CONGRESS CAMPAIGNS :
These associations organized various campaigns before the first—all- India association—the
Indian National Congress appeared on the scene.
These campaigns were


For imposition of import duty on cotton (1875)



For Indianisation of government service (1878-79)



Against Lytton’s Afghan adventure



Against Arms Act (1878)



Against Vernacular Press Act (1878)



For right to join volunteer corps



Against plantation labour and against Inland Emigration Act



In support of Ilbert Bill



For an All India Fund for Political Agitation



Campaign in Britain to vote for pro-India party

Hence Option d is correct.
Source: Spectrum.
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Select the correct answer using the codes below.
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14. Indian National Conference a prelude to Indian National Congress was?
1. Held twice in 1883 and 1885.
2. Organized by Surendranath Banerjee and Anand Mohan Bose.
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: (c)
Justification:
Solid ground had thus been prepared for the establishment of an all- India organization. The final
shape to this idea was given by a retired English civil servant, A.O. Hume, who mobilized. Leading
intellectuals of the time and with their cooperation organized the first session of the Indian
National Congress at Bombay in December 1885. As a prelude to this, two sessions of the Indian
National Conference had been held in 1883 and 1885, which had representatives drawn from all
major towns of India. Surendranath Banerjee and Ananda Mohan Bose were the main architects
of the Indian National Conference.
(Hence Statement 1 and 2 are correct.)
Source: Spectrum.
15. Which of the following factors was NOT responsible for the fading out of Home Rule
Agitation?
a) Lack of effective organization
b) Issuing of Montagu’s statement of 1917.
c) Communal riots witnessed in 1917-18
d) World War I
Solution: (d)
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a) Only 1
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Justification:
Why did the Home Rule Agitation fade out?
There was a lack of effective organization.



Communal riots were witnessed during 1917-18.



The Moderates who had joined the Congress after Besant’s arrest were pacified by talk of
reforms (contained in Montagu’s statement of August 1917 which held self-government
as the long-term goal of the British rule in India) and Besant’s release.



Talk of passive resistance by the Extremists kept the Moderates off from activity from
September 1918 onwards.



Montagu-Chelmsford reforms which became known in July 1918 further divided the
nationalist ranks.



Tilak had to go abroad (September 1918) in connection with a case while Annie Besant
vacillated over her response to the reforms and the techniques of passive resistance. With
Besant unable to give a positive lead and Tilak away in England, the movement was left
leaderless.

(Hence Option d is correct.)
Source: Spectrum
16. Which of the following revolutionaries abroad brought the journal The Sociologist?
a) Shyamji Krishnavarma
b) Madame Bhikaji Cama
c) Virendra Chattopadhyay
d) Lala Hardayal
Solution: (a)
Justification:
Revolutionaries Abroad:
1905—Shyamji Krishnavarma, set up Indian Home Rule Society and India House and brought
out journal The Sociologist in London.
1909—Madan Lal Dhingra murdered Curzon-Wyllie. Madame Bhikaji Cama operated from Paris
and Geneva and brought out journal Bande. Mataram. Ajit Singh also active.
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(Hence Option a is correct)
Source: Spectrum.

1. It introduced Dyarchy at the Provincial Government.
2. It divided the subjects at the provincial in two namely transferred and reserved.
3. Reserved subjects were to be administered by the ministers nominated from among
elected members of the legislative council.
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) Only 1
b) 1, 2 and 3
c) Only 1 and 2
d) Only 2
Solution: (c)
Justification:
MONTAGU-CHELMSFORD REFORMS AND GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT, 1919 In line with the
government policy contained in Montagu’s statement (August 1917), the Government
announced further constitutional reforms in July 1918, known as MontaguChelmsford or
Montford Reforms. Based on these, the Government of India Act, 1919 was enacted. The main
features of the Montford Reforms were as follows.
Provincial Government-Introduction of Dyarchy:
Executive:


Dyarchy, i.e., rule of two—executive councilors and popular ministers was introduced. The
governor was to be the executive head in the province. (Hence, Statement 1 is correct)



Subjects were divided into two lists: “reserved” which included subjects such as law and
order, finance, land revenue, irrigation, etc., and “transferred” subjects such as education,
health, local government, industry, agriculture, excise, etc. The “reserved” subjects were to
be administered by the governor through his executive council of bureaucrats, and the
“transferred” subjects were to be administered by ministers nominated from among the
elected members of the legislative council. (Hence statement 2 is correct and 3 is incorrect)
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17. Which of the following is/are true about the features of Monatagu-chelmsford Reforms Act
1919?
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The ministers were to be responsible to the legislature and had to resign if a no-confidence
motion was passed against them by the legislature, while the executive councillors were not
to be responsible to the legislature.



In case of failure of constitutional machinery in the province the governor could take over
the administration of “transferred” subjects also.



The secretary of state and the governor-general could interfere in respect of “reserved”
subjects while in respect of the “transferred” subjects, the scope for their interference was
restricted.

Legislature


Provincial Legislative Councils were further expanded-70% of the members were to be
elected.



The system of communal and class electorates was further



Women were also given the right to vote.



The Legislative Councils could initiate legislation but the governor’s assent was required. The
governor could veto bills and issue ordinances.



The Legislative Councils could reject the budget but the governor could restore it, if
necessary.



The legislators enjoyed freedom of speech.

Central Government—Still without responsible government
Executive


The governor-general was to be the chief executive authority.



There were to be two lists for administration—central and



In the viceroy’s executive council of 8, three were to be Indians.



The governor-general retained full control over the “reserved” subjects in the provinces.



The governor-general could restore cuts in grants, certify bills rejected by the Central
Legislature and issue

Legislature


A bicameral arrangement was introduced. The lower house or Central Legislative Assembly
would consist of 144 members (41 nominated and 103 elected-52 General, 30 Muslims, 2
Sikhs, 20 Special) and the upper house or Council of State would have 60 members (26
nominated and 34 elected- 20 General, 10 Muslims, 3 Europeans and 1 Sikh).
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The Council of State had a tenure of 5 years and had only male members, while the Central
Legislative Assembly had a tenure of 3 years.



The legislators could ask questions and supplementaries, pass adjournment motions and
vote a part of the budget, but 75% of the budget was still not votable.



Some Indians found their way into important committees including finance.

Hence Option c is correct
18. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct?
1. Firdausi was the poet laureate in the court of Muhammed Ghori.
2. Alberuni who wrote Kitab -ul-hind stayed in the court of Mahmud Ghazni.
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: (b)
Justification:
Mahmud of Ghazni was not a mere raider and plunderer of wealth. He built a wide empire from
the Punjab in the east to the Caspian Sea on the west and from Samarkand in the north to Gujarat
in the south. The Ghaznavid Empire roughly included Persia, Trans-oxyana, Afghanistan and
Punjab. His achievements were due to his leadership and restless activity. Mahmud was
considered a hero of Islam by medieval historians. He also patronized art and literature. Firdausi
was the poet-laureate in the court of Mahmud Ghazni. He was the author of Shah Namah.
Alberuni stayed in Mahmud’s court and wrote the famous Kitab-i-Hind, an account on India. His
conquest of Punjab and Multan completely changed the political situation in India.
(Hence Statement 1 is incorrect and statement 2 is correct)
Source: Tamil Nadu Class 11 Text book
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19. Which of the following is NOT correct about Iltutmish, the medieval ruler?
a) He founded the Ilabari dynasty.
b) He introduced the Arabic Coinage into India.
c) He created a new class of ruling elite called The Forty

Solution: (d)
Justification:
Iltutmish belonged to the Ilbari tribe and hence his dynasty was named as Ilbari dynasty.
His half-brothers sold him as a slave to Aibak, who made him his-son-in law by giving his
daughter in marriage to him. Later Aibak appointed him as iqtadar of Gwalior. In 1211 Iltutmish
defeated Aram Baksh and became Sultan. He shifted his capital from Lahore to Delhi. During the
first ten years orivals. In the meantime, Temujin popularly known as Chengiz Khan, the leader of
the Mongols, started invading Central Asia. He defeated Jalaluddin Mangabarni, the ruler of
Kwarizam. Mangabarni crossed the river Indus and sought asylum from Iltutmish. Iltutmish
refused to give him shelter in order to save his empire from the onslaught of the Mongols.
Fortunately for Iltutmish, Chengiz Khan retuned home without entering into India.
He patronized many scholars and a number Sufi saints came to India during his reign. Minhajus-Siraj, Taj-ud-din., Nizam-ul-mulk Muhammad Janaidi, Malik Qutb-ud-din Hasan and FakhrulMulk Isami were his contemporary scholars who added grandeur to his court. Apart from
completing the construction of Qutb Minar at Delhi, the tallest stone tower in India (238 ft.), he
built a magnificent mosque at Ajmir.
Iltutmish introduced the Arabic coinage into India and the silver tanka weighing 175 grams
became a standard coin in medieval India. The silver tanka remained the basis of the modern
rupee. Iltutmish had also created a new class of ruling elite of forty powerful military leaders,
the Forty.
Balban introduced the Persian festival of Nauroz to impress the nobles and people with his
wealth and power. (Hence Option d is correct)
Source: Tamil Nadu Class 11 Text book
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d) He introduced the Persian festival of Nauroz
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20. Which of the following is/are correct about Allaudin Khilji?
1. He appointed secret agents called
2. He was the first sultan of Delhi who ordered for the measurement of land.
3. He patronized poets like Amir Khusrau and Amir Hassan.
a) Only 1
b) Only 1 and 3
c) Only 1 and 2
d) 1, 2 and 3
Solution: (d)
Justification:
Alauddin Khalji maintained a large permanent standing army and paid them in cash from the
royal treasury. According the Ferishta, he recruited 475000 cavalrymen. He introduced the
system of dagh (branding of horses) and prepared huliya (descriptive list of soldiers). In order
to ensure maximum efficiency, a strict review of army from time to time was carried out.
The introduction of paying salaries in cash to the soldiers led to price regulations popularly
called as Market Reforms. Alauddin Khalji established four separate markets in Delhi, one for
grain; another for cloth, sugar, dried fruits, butter and oil; a third for horses, slaves and cattle;
and a fourth for miscellaneous commodities. Each market was under the control of a high officer
called Shahna-i-Mandi. The supply of grain was ensured by holding stocks in government storehouses. Regulations were issued to fix the price of all commodities. A separate department called
Diwani Riyasat was created under an officer called Naib-i-Riyasat. Every merchant was
registered under the Market department. There were secret agents called munhiyans who sent
reports to the Sultan regarding the functioning of these markets. The Sultan also sent slave boys
to buy various commodities to check prices. Violation of regulations was severely punished.
Harsh punishment was given if any shopkeeper charged a higher price, or tried to cheat by using
false weights and measures. Even during the famine the same price was maintained.
We are not sure whether the market regulations in Delhi were also applied in the provincial
capitals and towns.Apart from market reforms, Alauddin Khalji took important steps in the land
revenue administration. He was the first Sultan of Delhi who ordered for the measurement of
land.Although the Sultan was illiterate, he patronized poets like Amir Khusrau and Amir Hasan.
He also built a famous gateway known as Alai Darwaza and constructed a new capital at Siri.
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(Hence option d is correct.)
Source: Tamil Nadu Class 11 Text book
21. With reference to the Ganga Gram Project, consider the following statements:

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 Only
b) 2 and 3 Only
c) 1 and 3 Only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Solution: d)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/23/insights-daily-current-affairs-23-december2017/
The Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation has launched the Ganga Gram Project under the
Namami Gange Programme, for holistic sanitation development in villages on the banks of River
Ganga. These villages will set the benchmark of cleanliness and integrated effort of development.
These will be converted into Ganga Grams by 31st December 2018.
22. The prompt correction action (PCA) in the banking sector refers to
a) Warning to loan defaulters to repay loan on time
b) Encouraging banks to improve their financial health
c) Warning banks to promptly ensure priority sector lending
d) None of the above
Solution: b)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/23/insights-daily-current-affairs-23-december2017/
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has once again clarified that prompt correction action (PCA) is
imposed to encourage banks to improve their financial health. The reiteration comes in the wake
of rumours on social media that some of the banks that are under PCA could be closed down.
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1. It is an initiative of the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation
2. It is launched under the Namami Gange Programme
3. Its objective is holistic sanitation development in villages on the banks of River Ganga
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What is PCA?

23. The Delhi government has tested ‘anti-smog guns in the capital to deal with the winter smog.
With reference to ‘anti-smog’ guns, consider the following statements:
1. Anti-smog gun is a device that sprays harmless chemicals to convert pollutants into
harmless particles
2. Atomised water is used in ‘anti-smog’ guns, which involves use of harmless radiation to
break water molecules into its constituents to neutralise pollutants
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: d)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/23/insights-daily-current-affairs-23-december2017/
Anti-smog gun is a device that sprays atomised water into the atmosphere to reduce air
pollution. Connected to a water tank and mounted on a vehicle, the device could be taken across
the city to spray water to settle dust and other suspended particles.
How it operates?
The fog cannon, also dubbed as the ‘anti-smog cannon’, comprises a cylindrical drum with a tank
to store water and a high-velocity exhaust fan. The water is pumped from the tank to the exhaust
fan which blows out water in the form of micro droplets. The theory is that the sprayed water
will cling on to the pollutants — particularly particulate matter PM2.5 and PM10 — and wash it
down creating the effect of rain. The current trials will be used to find if the theory holds true.
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PCA norms allow the regulator to place certain restrictions such as halting branch expansion and
stopping dividend payment. It can even cap a bank’s lending limit to one entity or sector. Other
corrective action that can be imposed on banks include special audit, restructuring operations
and activation of recovery plan. Banks’ promoters can be asked to bring in new management,
too. The RBI can also supersede the bank’s board, under PCA.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
24. Ziro valley, which is home to the Apatani tribe, is located in
a) Assam
b) Nagaland
c) Arunachal Pradesh

Solution: c)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/23/insights-daily-current-affairs-23-december2017/
Talley Valley Wildlife Sanctuary (WLS), which was in news is located in Ziro valley. Hence the
question.
25. Which of the following events give rise to gravitational waves?
1. Supernova event
2. When two big stars orbit each other
3. When two black holes orbit each other and merge
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 2 and 3 Only
b) 3 Only
c) 1 and 3 Only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Solution: d)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/25/insights-daily-current-affairs-25-december2017/
The most powerful gravitational waves are created when objects move at very high speeds. Some
examples of events that could cause a gravitational wave are:




when a star explodes asymmetrically (called a supernova)
when two big stars orbit each other
when two black holes orbit each other and merge

https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/gravitational-waves/en/
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d) Mizoram

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
26. Which of the following statements is/are correct about Ilbert Bill?

Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) Only 3
b) Only 2 and 3
c) Only 2
d) 1, 2 and 3
Solution: (c)
Justification:
Lord Ripon (hence statement 1 is incorrect) wanted to remove two kinds of law that had been
prevalent in India. According to the system of law, a European could be tried only by a European
Judge or a European Magistrate. The disqualification was unjust and it was sought to cast a
needless discredit and dishonor upon the Indian-born members of the judiciary. C.P. Ilbert, Law
Member, introduced a bill in 1883 to abolish this discrimination in judiciary. But Europeans
opposed this Bill strongly. They even raised a fund of one lakh fifty thousand rupees and
established an organization called the Defence Association. They also suggested that it was
better to end the English rule in India than to allow the English to be subjected to the Indian
Judges and Magistrates. The press in England joined the issue. Hence, Ripon amended the bill to
satisfy the English in India and England. So it was withdrawn but was reintroduced and enacted
in 1884 in a severely compromised state.
The amended bill had the provisions that the Europeans would be conferred on European and
Indian District Magistrates and Sessions Judges alike. However, a defendant would in all cases
have the right to claim trial by a jury of which at least half the members must be European.
(Hence, statement 3 is incorrect. As it was the amended bill and not the original bill which
provided for the provision). Thus, this enactment held that Europeans criminals would be heard
only by the Indian Judges “helped by the European Judges”.
The Ilbert Bill controversy helped the cause of Indian nationalism. The Ilbert Bill Controversy is
a high watermark in the history of Indian National Movement. Ripon was totally disillusioned
and heartbroken and he tendered his resignation and left for England. The immediate result of
this awakening of India was the birth of the Indian National Congress in 1885, the very next year
of Ripon’s departure.
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1. It was introduced under William Bentick.
2. By it Indian judges could try European Subjects.
3. A defendant in all cases would have the right to claim trial by a jury of which atleast half
the members must be European.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Hence, Option c is correct
Source: Tamil Nadu class 12 text book

1.
2.
3.
4.

Ilbert Bill Agitation
Formation of East India Association
Passage of vernacular Press Act
Passage of Lex Loci Act

Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) 4-3-2-1
b) 4-2-3-1
c) 2-4-3-1
d) 2-4-1-3
Solution (b)
Justification:





Ilbert Bill Agitation- 1884
Formation of East India Association-1866
Passage of Vernacular Press Act-1878
Passage of Lex Loci Act-1850

Hence, Option b is correct.
Source: Tamil Nadu class 12 text book.
28. Which of the following was NOT part of Ripon’s Resolution on Local Self-government 1882?
a) In rural areas District Boards and local Boards were established
b) The members of the boards were to be elected by the rent payers
c) All the members in the Municipalities in towns were to be elected
d) The chairman of the Municipality was to be a non-official member
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27. Arrange the following events in the ascending order of their occurrence.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution: (c)
Justification:

Lord Ripon wrote, “What I want is a gradual training of the best, most intelligent and influential
men in the community, to take an interest and active part in the management of their local
affairs.” Ripon made it clear that he was advocating for the decentralization of administration
not with a view of improving administration but as an instrument of political and popular
education.
The idea of local self-government was not a new one. Municipalities had already existed in big
towns but the Government nominated the municipal commissioner. In rural areas there were
committees to, manage local affairs such as sanitation, the repair and construction of roads,
maintenance of ferries, education etc.
However the local committees were all under official control. Moreover the area served by their
committees was too large. So that their members were not sufficiently acquitted with the needs
of the people of different localities. Lord Ripon sought to remove these obstacles in the sphere
of Local Self-government by his resolution of 1882.
Accordingly, in rural areas District Boards and Local Boards known as “tahsil or “taluk boards
were established. The members were to be elected by rent-payers rather than nominated by the
Government. In towns the powers and responsibilities of the Municipalities were enlarged. The
members were to be partly elected and partly nominated.
The chairman was to be a non-official member. The nominated members should not be more
than one third of the total strength. The management of health, education, roads and
communications were to remain under the control of the local boards. The local bodies were
given certain financial powers but the Government retained the powers of inspection.
The local bodies were kept free from government control. But if the Boards were not discharging
their duties properly, then the Government had the right to dissolve them. But usually, the
government did not interfere in the affairs of the local bodies. The Local Self Government Acts
were passed in different provinces during 1883-85. The work of lighting, cleaning of streets,
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Lord Ripon is still remembered by the Indians for his attempts to establish local self-government.
Lord Ripon believed that the aim of Local Self Government was to train the Indians to manage
their own affairs themselves.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
sanitation, education, water supply, medical aid etc. was assigned to the local bodies of Madras,
Punjab and Bengal.
Hence, Option c is correct.

29. Which of the following is/are correct about Francis Buchanan?
1. He organized a zoo that later became Calcutta Alipore Zoo.
2. He headed the institution Promoting the Natural History of India.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: (c)
Justification:
Francis Buchanan was a physician who came to India and served in the Bengal Medical Service
(from 1794 to 1815). For a few years he was surgeon to the Governor-General of India, Lord
Wellesley. During his stay in Calcutta (present-day Kolkata), he organised a zoo that became the
Calcutta Alipore Zoo; he was also in charge of the Botanical Gardens for a short period. On the
request of the Government of Bengal, he undertook detailed surveys of the areas under the
jurisdiction of the British East India Company. In 1815 he fell ill and returned to England. Upon
his mother’s death, he inherited her property and assumed her family name Hamilton. So he is
often called Buchanan-Hamilton.
In 1804, he was in charge of the Institution for Promoting the Natural History of India founded
by Wellesley at Barrackpore.
Hence, Option c is correct
Source: NCERT Themes Part III
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Source: Tamil Nadu class 12 text book.
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30. Consider the following statements.
1. Neo Gothic style was characterized by lofty pillars
2. The most spectacular example of Neo-Gothic style in India is the Victoria Terminus
3. Victoria Terminus is a world Heritage site.
a) Only 2 and 3
b) Only 2
c) Only 1 and 3
d) 1,2 and 3
Solution: (a)
Justification:
The neo-Gothic, characterized by high-pitched roofs, pointed arches and detailed decoration and
there is no usage of pillars. (Hence statement 1 is incorrect)
The Gothic style had its roots in buildings, especially churches, built in northern Europe during
the medieval period.
The neo-Gothic or new Gothic style was revived in the mid-nineteenth century in England. This
was the time when the government in Bombay was building its infrastructure and this style was
adapted for Bombay. An impressive group of buildings facing the seafront including the
Secretariat, University of Bombay and High Court were all built in this style. Indians gave money
for some of these buildings. The University Hall was made with money donated by Sir Cowasjee
Jehangir Ready money, a rich Parsi merchant. The University Library clock tower was similarly
funded by the banker Premchand Roychand and was named after his mother as Rajabai Tower.
Indian merchants were happy to adopt the neo-Gothic style since they believed that building
styles, like many ideas brought in by the English, were progressive and would help make Bombay
into a modern city.
However, the most spectacular example of the neo-Gothic style is the Victoria Terminus, the
station and headquarters of the Great Indian Peninsular Railway Company. Victoria Terminus is
a World Heritage Site under UNESCO. (Victoria Terminus is now renamed as Chatrapathi Shivaji
Terminus)
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Which of the above statement/s is/are correct?

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
(Hence statements 2 and 3 are correct)
Source: NCERT Themes part III.

1. It was a hybrid architectural style.
2. Medieval buildings in India with their domes and Chhatris inspired it.
3. The Gateway of India was built in this style.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) Only 1 and 3
b) Only 2 and 3
c) Only 1
d) 1, 2 and 3
Solution: (d)
Justification:
Towards the beginning of the twentieth century a new hybrid architectural style developed
which combined the Indian with the European. (Hence statement 1 is correct). By integrating
Indian and European styles in public architecture the British wanted to prove that they were
legitimate rulers of India
This was called Indo-Saracenic. “Indo” was shorthand for Hindu and “Saracen” was a term
Europeans used to designate Muslim.
The inspiration for this style was medieval buildings in India with their domes, chhatris, jalis,
arches. (Hence statement 2 is correct).
The Gateway of India, built in the traditional Gujarati style to welcome King George V and Queen
Mary to India in 1911, is the most famous example of this style. The industrialist Jamsetji Tata
built the Taj Mahal Hotel in a similar style. (Hence statement 3 is correct).
Hence option d is correct
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31. Which of the following is/are correct about Indo-Sarcenic architecture?

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Source: NCERT Themes part III.
32. Which of the following statements is/are correct?

Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: (a)
Justification:
During the course of the Second World War in order to secure the cooperation of the Indians, the
British Government made an announcement on 8 August 1940, which came to be known as the
‘August Offer’. The August Offer envisaged that after the War a representative body of Indians
would be set up to frame the new Constitution. Gandhi was not satisfied with is offer and decided
to launch Individual Satyagraha. (Hence statement 1 is correct).
Individual Satyagraha was limited, symbolic and non-violent in nature and it was left to Mahatma
Gandhi to choose the Satyagrahis. Acharya Vinoba Bhave was the first to offer Satyagraha and he
was sentenced to three months imprisonment. Jawaharlal Nehru was the second Satyagrahi and
imprisoned for four months. (Hence statement 2 is incorrect).
The individual Satyagraha continued for nearly 15 months.
Hence, Option a is correct.
Source: Tamil Nadu Class 12 History
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1. Individual Satyagraha was launched as a response to the disappointment with August
offer.
2. Jawaharlal Nehru was the first to offer Satyagraha.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
33. Which of the following pairs is NOT correctly matched?
Gandhian Idea

Source of Inspiration
Jainism

b) Stateless Society

Tolstoy

c) Civil Disobedience

D. Thoreau

d) Trusteeship Theory

John Ruskin

Solution: (d)
Justification:
Trusteeship theory is a novel idea of Ghandhiji. The ideas of non-attachment to property find
diverse inspirations in Jainism, Anarchism etc but the solution of Trusteeship is his novel idea.
Hence Option d is correct.
34. Which of the following pairs is NOT correctly matched?
Social Reformer
a) Jyotirao Phule
b) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar
c) Raja Ram Mohan Roy
d) Dr Atmaram Pandurang

Name of the association
Satya Shodak Samaj
Indian Reforms Association
Atmiya Sabha
Prarthana Samaj

Solution: (b)
Justification:
In the meantime, a new social consciousness also dawned among the Indians. Abolition of’
untouchability became a major issue of the 19th century social and religious reform movements
in the country. Mahatma Gandhi made the removal of untouchability a partof his constructive
programme. He brought out a paper, The Harijan, and also organised the Harijan Sevak Sangh.Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar dedicated his entire life for the welfare of the downtrodden. In Bombay, he
formed a Bahiskrit Hitkarini Sabha in July 1924 for this purpose. Later, he also organized the
Akhil Bharatiya Dalit Varg Sabha to fight against caste oppression. Jyotirao Phule in Western

www.insightsias.com

28

www.insightsonindia.com

INSIGHTS IAS REVISION TESTS FOR UPSC CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM – 2018

a) Non-Violence

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
India and Shri Narayana Guru in Kerala respectively established the Satya Sadhak Samaj and the
Shri Narayana Dharma Partipalana Yogam to include self-esteem among the downtrodden.

Indian Reforms association was founded by K.C.Sen.
Hence, option b is correct
Source: Tamil Nadu class 12 History
35. Which of the following statements is NOT correct about the Pindaris?
a) The origin of Pindaris is not known
b) The first reference about them is during the Mughal invasion of Maharashtra
c) They were not paid for serving the army but allowed to plunder
d) Warren Hastings played a key role in suppressing them
Solution: (d)
Justification:
The origin of Pindaris is lost in obscurity. The first reference about them is during the Mughal
invasion of Maharashtra. They did not belong to any particular caste or creed. They used to serve
the army without any payment but instead were allowed to plunder. During the time of Baji Rao
I, they were irregular horsemen attached to the Maratha army. It is worth mentioning here that
they never helped the British. They were mostly active in the areas of Rajputana and the Central
Provinces and subsisted on plunder. Their leaders belonged to both the Hindu as well as the
Muslim communities. Chief amongst them were Wasil Muhammad, Chitu and Karim Khan. They
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The Prarthana Samaj was founded in 1867 in Bombay by Dr. Atmaram Pandurang. It was an offshoot of Brahmo Samaj. It was a reform movement within Hinduism and concentrated on social
reforms like inter-dining, inter-marriage, widow remarriage and uplift of women and depressed
classes. Justice M.G. Ranade and R.G. Bhandarkar joined it in 1870 and infused new strength to
it. Justice Ranade promoted the Deccan Education Society. In 1815, Raja Ram Mohan Roy
established the Atmiya Sabha. Later, it was developed into the Brahmo Sabha in August 1828.
Through this organisation, he preached that there is only one God. He combined the teachings of
the Upanishads, the Bible and the Koran in developing unity among the people of different
religions. The work of the Atmiya Sabha was carried on by Maharishi Debendranath Tagore
(father of Rabindranath Tagore), who renamed it as Brahmo Samaj. He turned the Brahmo Samaj
into a leading social organization of India.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
had thousands of followers. Francis Rawdon Hastings and not Warren Hastings played a key role
in there suppression.
Hence Option d is correct.

36. Consider the following statements
1. Job Charnock established Fort William at Calcutta
2. Francis Day established the city of Calcutta.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: (a)
Justification:
In 1639, Francis Day established the city of Madras and constructed the Fort St. George.
(Hence statement 2 is incorrect).
On the west coast, the Company obtained Bombay onlease from their King, Charles II for a rent
of 10 pounds per annum in 1668.
By the year 1690, Job Charnock, the agent of the East India Company purchased three villages
namely, Sutanuti, Govindpur and Kalikatta, which, in course of time, grew into the city of
Calcutta. It was fortified byJob Charnock, who named it Fort William after the English
King,William III. (Hence statement 1 is correct).
The factories and trading centres which the English established all along the sea-coast of India
were grouped under three presidencies namely Bombay, Madras and Calcutta.
Hence option a is correct.
Source: Tamil Nadu class 12 History
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Source: Tamil Nadu class 12 History

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
37. Which of the following states was not brought by Wellesley under Subsidiary rule?
a) Tanjore
b) Surat
c) Hyderabad

Solution: (d)
Justification:
Hyderabad: Hyderabad was the first state which was brought under Wellesley’s Subsidiary
System in 1798. The treaty concluded in 1798 was an ad hoc measure. It fixed the amount to be
paid annually at Rs.24 lakhs for the subsidiary force. In accordance with the treaty, all the French
troops in Hyderabad were disbanded and replaced by a subsidiary British force. A new treaty
was concluded in 1800 by which the Nizam ceded large territories to the Company and this
constitutes the famous Ceded Districts.
Wellesley assumed the administration of Tanjore, Surat and the Karnatak by concluding treaties
with the respective rulers of these states. The Maratha state of Tanjore witnessed a succession
dispute. In 1799, Wellesley concluded a treaty with Serfoji. In accordance with this treaty the
British took over the administration of the state and allowed Serfoji to retain the title of Raja
with a pension of 4 lakhs of rupees. The principality of Surat came under British protection as
early as 1759. The Nawab of this historic city died in 1799 and his brother succeeded him. The
change of succession provided Wellesley an opportunity to take over the administration of Surat.
The Nawab was allowed to retain the title and given a pension of one lakh of rupees.
Punjab was annexed by Dalhousie by means of war.
Hence option d is correct.
Source: Tamilnadu Class XII History
38. Which of the following acts was influenced by Utilitarian Philosophy of Bentham?
a) The charter act of 1813
b) The charter Act of 1833
c) Pitts India Act 1784
d) Indian Council Act 1861
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d) Punjab

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution: (b)
Justification:

The English East India Company ceased to be a commercial agency in India. In other words, it
would function hereafter as the political agent for the Crown.
The Governor-General of Fort William was hereafter called ‘the Governor- General of India’.
Thus, Bentinck was the first Governor-General of India’.
A Law Member was appointed to the Governor-General’s Council. T. B. Macaulay was the first
Law Member of the Governor-General-in-Council.
The Act categorically stated ‘that no native of India, nor any natural born subject of His Majesty,
should be disabled from holding any place, office, or employment, by reason of his religion, place
of birth, descent or colour”. It was this enactment which laid the foundation for the Indianisation
of public services.
Law can brings reforms is a utilitarian idea. Hence a law member was appointed.
Hence option b is correct
Source: Tamil Nadu class 12 History
39. Which of the following is/are correct about William Bentinck?
1. He concluded the Treaty of Amritsar in1831 with Maharaja Ranjit Singh.
2. He abolished the system of double batta in the military department
3. He abolished sati and suppressed Thugs.
Select the correct answer using codes below.
a) Only 1 and 3
b) 1, 2 and 3
c) Only 3
d) Only 2 and 3
Solution: (b)
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The Charter Act of 1833 was a significant constitutional instrument defining the scope and
authority of the East India Company. The liberal and utilitarian philosophy of Bentham was made
popular by the provisions of this Act. Following were the important provisions:

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Justification:

The practice of sati, the age old custom of burning of widows alive on the funeral pyre of their
husbands was prevalent in India from ancient times. This inhuman social custom was very
common in northern India more particularly in Bengal. Bentinck was greatly distressed when he
received a report of 800 cases of sati in a single year and that from Bengal. He determined to
abolish this practice which he considered an offence against natural justice. Therefore, he
became a crusader against it and promulgated his Regulation XVII on 4 December 1829
prohibiting the practice of sati. The most commendable measure which Bentinck undertook and
which contributed to the material welfare of the people was the suppression of the ‘thugs’. They
were hereditary robbers. (Hence statement 3 is correct).
William Bentinck, despite following the policy of nonintervention, compelled to annex the states
like Mysore. He achieved friendship with Raja Ranjit Singh of Punjab and concluded the Treaty
of Amritsar. (Hence statement 1 is correct).
Hence option b is correct.
Source: Tamil Nadu class 12 History
40. Which of the following is/are the contribution of Dalhousie?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Laying the foundation of Modern Postal System
Establishment of Department of Public Instruction
Creation of a separate Public Works Department
Appointment of Hunter Education Commission

Select the correct answer using codes below.
a) Only 1 and 3
b) Only 1, 3 and 4
c) Only 1, 2, 3
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Solution: (c)
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He reduced the salaries and allowances of all officers and additional staff were removed. In the
military department, he abolished the system of double batta. (Hence statement 2 is correct).
(Batta was an allowance to troops on active service.) By these financial reforms at the time of his
departure, he left the treasury with a surplus of Rs.1.5millions.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Justification:

Education
Dalhousie had also evinced in the development of education. The educational Despatch of Sir
Charles Wood (1854) was considered the “Intellectual Charter of India”. It provided an outline
for the comprehensive scheme of education at primary, secondary and collegiate levels.
Dalhousie fully accepted the views of Charles Wood and took steps to carry out the new scheme.
Departments of Public Instructions were organized. (Hence statement 2 is correct).The
Universities of Calcutta, Bombay and Madras were founded in 1857.
Public Works Department
Before the period of Dalhousie, the job of the Public Works Department was done by the Military
Board. Dalhousie created a separate Public Works Department and allotted more funds for
cutting canals and roads. (Hence statement 3 is correct).The Upper Ganges Canal was
completed in 1854. Many bridges were constructed. By modernizing the Public Works
Department he laid the foundations of the engineering service in India.
Hunter Education commission was appointed Ripon. (Hence statement 4 is incorrect).
Hence option c is correct
Source: Tamil Nadu class 12 History
41. Consider the following statements.
1. Arms act 1878 was passed by Lord Lytton.
2. It barred the Indians from keeping arms without appropriate license.
3. The Europeans and Anglo Indians were exempted from it.
Which of the above statements is /are correct?
a) Only 1 and 2
b) Only 2
c) Only 1
d) 1, 2, 3
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The foundation of modern postal system was laid down by Lord Dalhousie. A new Post Office Act
was passed in 1854. (Hence statement 1 is correct).Consequently, irrespective of the distance
over which the letter was sent, a uniform rate of half an anna per post card was charged
throughout India. Postage stamps were introduced for the first time.
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Solution: d
Justification:

This Act prevented the Indians to keep arms without appropriate license. Its violation would be
a criminal offence. (Hence statement 2 is correct).
The Europeans and the Anglo- Indians were exempted from the operation of these legislations.
(Hence statement 3 is correct).
Hence option d is correct.
Source: Tamil Nadu class 12 History
42. Which of the following statements is/are correct with respect to revenue collection as given
in Ain-i-Akbari.
1. Bhaoli system involves reaping and stocking of crops and divided by agreement in the
presence of the parties.
2. Khet-batai involves division of fields before they are sown.
3. Lang-batai involves division after cutting the grain for profit.
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 1 and 3
c) All of them
d) Only 1 and 2
Solution: (b)
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In 1878, the Vernacular Press Act was passed. This Act empowered a Magistrate to secure an
undertaking from the editor, publisher and printer of a vernacular newspaper that nothing
would be published against the English Government. The equipment of the press could be seized
if the offence was committed. This Act crushed the freedom of the Indian press. This created
adverse public opinion against the British Government. In the same year, the Arms Act was
passed. (Hence statement 1 is correct).

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Justification:

But in this case several intelligent inspectors are required; otherwise, the evil-minded and false
are given to deception. Thirdly, khet-batai, when they divide the fields after they are sown.
(Hence statement 2 is incorrect).
Fourthly, lang batai , after cutting the grain, they form it in heaps and divide it among themselves,
and each takes his share home and turns it to profit. (Hence statement 3 is correct).
Hence option b is correct
Source: NCERT themes Part II
43. Kornish in medieval history refers to:
a) A title given to the courtier
b) A kind of salutation.
c) A kind of revenue system.
d) A kind of crop brought to India by the British.
Solution: (b)
Justification:
Kornish was a form of ceremonial salutation in which the courtier placed the palm of his right
hand against his forehead and bent his head. It suggested that the subject placed his head – the
seat of the senses and the mind – into the hand of humility, presenting it to the royal assembly
Hence option b is correct.
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The Ain on land revenue collection: Let him (the amil-guzar) not make it a practice of taking only
in cash but also in kind. The latter is effected in several ways. First, kankut: in the Hindi language
kan signifies grain, and kut, estimates … If any doubts arise, the crops should be cut and
estimated in three lots, the good, the middling, and the inferior, and the hesitation removed.
Often, too, the land taken by appraisement, gives a sufficiently accurate return. Secondly, batai,
also called bhaoli, the crops are reaped and stacked and divided by agreement in the presence
of the parties. (Hence statement 1 is correct).

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Source: NCERT themes Part II
44. Which of the following statements is /are correct?

Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both of them
d) None of them
Solution: (a)
Justification:
Village artisans – potters, blacksmiths, carpenters, barbers, even goldsmiths – provided
specialized services in return for which they were compensated by villagers by a variety of
means. The most common way of doing so was by giving them a share of the harvest, or an
allotment of land, perhaps cultivable wastes, which was likely to be decided by the panchayat. In
Maharashtra such lands became the artisans’ miras or watan – their hereditary holding.
Another variant of this was a system where artisans and individual peasant households entered
into a mutually negotiated system of remuneration, most of the time goods for services. For
example eighteenth-century records tell us of zamindars in Bengal who remunerated
blacksmiths, carpenters, even goldsmiths for their work by paying them “a small daily allowance
and diet money”. This later came to be described as the jajmani system, though the term was not
in vogue in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Such evidence is interesting because it
indicates the intricate ways in which exchange networks operated at the micro-level of the
village. Cash remuneration was not entirely unknown either.
Hence Option (a) is correct.
Source: NCERT Themes part II
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1. Jajmani system existed during the time of Mughals.
2. The term Jajmani system was in vogue in the 16th and 17th

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
45. Match the following.
Leader

Place of Swadeshi Movement
(A) Madras.

2. Chidambaram Pillai

(B) Punjab

3. Ajit Singh

(C) Poona

4. Lokmanya Tilak

(D) Rawalpindi.

Select the correct answer using the codes below.
1

2

3

4

a) D

B

A

C

b) D

A

B

C

c) A

D

C

B

d) B

C

D

A

Solution: (b)
Justification :
October 16, 1905, the day the partition formally came into force, was observed as a day of
mourning throughout Bengal. People fasted, bathed in the Ganga and walked barefoot in
processions singing Bande Mataram (which almost spontaneously became the theme song of the
movement). People tied rakhis on each other’s hands as a symbol of unity of the two halves of
Bengal. Later in the day, Surendranath Benerjea and Ananda Mohan Bose addressed huge
gatherings (perhaps the largest till then under the nationalist banner). Within a few hours of the
meeting, Rs 50,000 were raised for the movement.
Soon, the movement spread to other parts of the country—in Poona and Bombay under Tilak, in
Punjab under Lala Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh, in Delhi under Syed Haider Raza, and the Madras
under Chidambaram Pillai.
Hence option (b) is correct
Source: Tamil Nadu History text book class 12
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1. Syed Haider Raza

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
46. Which of the following statements is /are correct?
1. Punjab Hindu Sabha was founded by U.N.Mukerji and Lal Chand in 1909.
2. Mohammedan Anglo-oriental College was established by Sir Syed Ahmed Khan.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
Justification:
Punjab Hindu Sabha:




founded in 1909
Its leaders, U.N. Mukherji and Lal Chand, were to lay down the foundations of Hindu
communal ideology and politics.
They directed their anger primarily against the National Congress for trying to unite
Indians into a single nation and for ‘sacrificing Hindu interests’ to appease Muslims. In
his booklet, Self-Abnegation in Politics, Lal Chand described the Congress as the ‘selfinflicted misfortune’ of Hindus.

(Hence, Statement 1 is correct)
In 1859, Syed established Gulshan School at Muradabad, Victoria School at Ghazipur in 1863,
and a scientific society for Muslims in 1864. In 1875, founded the Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental
College, the first Muslim university in South Asia. (Hence, Statement 2 is correct)
During his career, Syed repeatedly called upon Muslims to loyally serve the British Empire and
promoted the adoption of Urdu as the lingua franca of all Indian Muslims. Syed heavily critiqued
the Indian National Congress.(Hence , Statement 2 is correct)
Source: Bipan Chandra.
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a) Only 1
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47. Provincial autonomy as proposed under Government of India Act 1935 included which of
the following?

Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: b
Justification:
Provincial Autonomy under Government of India Act 1935




It replaced dyarchy.
Provinces were granted autonomy and separate legal identity.
Provinces were freed from “the superintendence, direction” of the secretary of state and
governor-general. Provinces henceforth derived their legal authority directly from the
British Crown. (Hence, Statement 1 is incorrect)

Provinces were given independent financial powers and resources. Provincial governments
could borrow money on their own security. (Hence, Statement 2 is correct)
Executive:




Governor was to be the Crown’s nominee and representative to exercise authority on the
king’s behalf in a province.
Governor was to have special powers regarding minorities, rights of civil servants, law
and order, British business interests, partially excluded areas, princely states, etc.
Governor could take over and indefinitely run administration.

Source: Spectrum
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1. Provinces henceforth would derive their legal authority directly from secretary of state
and Governor General.
2. Provinces would be given independent financial powers.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
48. Hindu Communalism under British India was not quick to pick compared to Muslim
communalism due to which of the following reasons?

Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
Justification:
Hindu communalism remained for many years a rather sickly child compared to the Muslim
League. This was for several reasons.
The broader social reason was the greater and even dominant role of the zamindars, aristocrats
and ex-bureaucrats among Muslims in general and even among the Muslim middle classes.
(Hence, Statement 1 is correct)
While among Parsis and Hindus, increasingly, it was the modern intelligentsia, with its emphasis
on science, democracy and nationalism, and the bourgeois elements in general, which rapidly
acquired intellectual, social, economic and political influence and hegemony, among Muslims the
reactionary landlords and mullahs continued to exercise dominant influence or hegemony.
Landlords and traditional religious priests, whether Hindu or Muslim, were conservative and
supporters of established, colonial authority. But while among Hindus, they were gradually
losing positions of leadership, they continued to dominate among Muslims.
In this sense the weak position of the middle class among Muslims and its social and ideological
backwardness contributed to the growth of Muslim communalism. There were other reasons for
the relative weakness of Hindu communalism.
The colonial Government gave Hindu communalism few concessions and little support. (Hence,
Statement 2 is correct)
Hence, Option c is correct.
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1. Dominant role of Zamindars, aristocrats and ex-bureaucrats among Muslims which was
less among Hindus.
2. The colonial government gave Hindu communalism few concessions

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
49. Which of the following statements is/are correct about Individual Satyagraha?
1. It was initiated to inform British about the lack of interest of Indians in the World war.
2. It was to prepare the people for the impending struggle.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
Justification:
The aims of the Individual Satyagraha conducted as S. Gopal has put it, ‘at a low temperature and
in very small doses’ were explained as follows by Gandhiji in a letter to the Viceroy: ‘The
Congress is as much opposed to victory for Nazism as any Britisher can be. But their objective
cannot be carried to the extent of their participation in the war. And since you and the Secretary
of State for India have declared that the whole of India is voluntarily helping the war effort, it
becomes necessary to make clear that the vast majority of the people of India are not interested
in it. They make no distinction between Nazism and the double autocracy that rules India.’ Thus,
the Individual Satyagraha had a dual purpose



giving expression to the Indian people’s strong political feeling
gave the British Government further opportunity to peacefully accept the Indian
demands.

Hence option c is correct.
50. Which of the following is/are a feature/s of Quit India Movement?
1. Formation of underground networks
2. Formation of parallel governments
3. Leaders played a key role.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) 1, 2 and 3
b) Only 1 and 2
c) Only 1
d) Only 1 and 3
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a) Only 1

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution: b
Justification:

1. Formation of underground Networks and underground communication. (Hence,
Statement 1 is correct)
2. emergence of what came to be known as parallel governments in some parts of the
country. (Hence, Statement 2 is correct)The first one was proclaimed in Ballia, in East U
P, in August 1942 under the leadership of Chittu Pande, who called himself a Gandhian.
Though it succeeded in getting the Collector to hand over power and release all the
arrested Congress leaders, it could not survive for long and when the soldiers marched
in, a week after the parallel government was formed, they found that the leaders had fled.’
In Tamluk in the Midnapur district of Bengal, the Jatiya Sarkar came into existence on 17
December, 1942 and lasted till September 1944. Tamluk was an area where Gandhian
constructive work had made considerable headway and it was also the scene of earlier
mass struggles.
3. The movement was leaderless. (Hence, Statement 3 is incorrect)
Hence, option b is correct.
Source: Bipan Chandra
51. Consider the follow statements
1. The idea of INA was first conceived by Subash Chandra Bose.
2. Wavell Offer was made to stop the Quit India Movement.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: d
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Significant feature of the Quit India Movement:
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Justification:

The Japanese had till then only encouraged civilian Indians to form anti-British organizations,
but had no conception of forming a military wing consisting of Indians.
With Gandhiji’s release on 6 May 1944, on medical grounds, political activity regained
momentum. Constructive work became the main form of Congress activity, with a special
emphasis on the reorganization of the Congress machinery. Congress committees were revived
under different names — Congress Workers Assemblies or Representative Assemblies of
Congressmen — rendering the ban on Congress committees ineffective. The task of training
workers, membership drives and fund collection was taken up. This reorganization of the
Congress under the ‘cover’ of the constructive program was viewed with serious misgivings by
the Government which saw it as an attempt to rebuild Congress influence and organization in
the villages in preparation for the next round of struggle. A strict watch was kept on these
developments, but no repressive action was contemplated and the Viceroy’s energies were
directed towards formulating an offer (known as the Wavell Offer or the Simla Conference)
which would pre-empt a struggle by effecting an agreement with the Congress before the War
with Japan ended. Hence it was not to end Quit India but to prevent any future struggles after
Quit India. (Hence, Statement 2 is incorrect)
Hence, option d is correct.
Source: Bipan Chandra.
52. Which of the following provisions is/are correct about June 3, 1947 plan?
1. It is also called the Mountbatten plan
2. It did not provide for complete independence.
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) Only 2
b) Only 1
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
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The idea of the INA was first conceived in Malaya by Mohan Singh, an Indian officer of the British
Indian Army, when he decided not to join the retreating British army and instead went to the
Japanese for help. (Hence, Statement 1 is incorrect)

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Justification:

Hence option c is correct.
Source: Bipan Chandra.
53. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. National Planning Committee was set up under Congress in 1938.
2. Its chairman was Subhash Chandra Bose
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: a
Justification:
Efforts taken to develop planning through National Planning Committee set up under Congress
President Subhash Bose in 1938. (Hence, Statement 1 is correct)
National Planning Committee set up under the chairmanship of Jawaharlal Nehru. It consisted of
15 members. (Hence, Statement 2 is incorrect)
Hence option a is correct
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The Mountbatten Plan, as the 3rd June, 1947 Plan came to be known, (Hence, Statement 1 is
correct) sought to effect an early transfer of power on the basis of Dominion Status to two
successor states, India and Pakistan. (Hence, Statement 2 is correct) Congress was willing to
accept Dominion Status for a while because it felt it must assume full power immediately and
meet boldly the explosive situation in the country.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
54. August Offer did NOT include which of the following?
a) Dominion status as the objective for India
b) Setting up of a constituent assembly after the war subject to conditions
c) Consent of minorities henceforth was unnecessary for further constitution

Solution: c
Justification:
Hitler’s astounding success and the fall of Belgium, Holland and France put England in a
conciliatory mood. To get Indian cooperation in the war effort, the viceroy announced the August
Offer (August 1940) which proposed:






Dominion status as the objective for India.
Expansion of viceroy’s executive council.
Setting up of a constituent assembly after the war. Indians would decide the constitution
according to their social, economic and political conceptions, subject to fulfilment of the
obligation of the Government regarding defence, minority rights, treaties with states, all
India services.
No future constitution to be adopted without the consent of minorities.

Hence option c is correct.
Source: Spectrum
55. Which of the following is /are the proposal/s of Cripps Mission?
1. It offered complete independence to India.
2. Constituent Assembly have elected members only.
3. The making of the constitution was to be mainly in the hands of Indians.
Select the correct option using the codes given below.
a) Only 2 and 3
b) None of the above
c) Only 3
d) Only 1 and 3
Solution b
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d) Expansion of viceroy executive council.
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Justification:
The main proposals of the mission were as follows.

2) After the end of the war, a constituent assembly would be convened to frame a new
constitution. Members of this assembly would be partly elected by the provincial
assemblies through proportional representation and partly nominated by the princes.
(Hence, Statement 2 is incorrect)
The British Government would accept the new constitution subject to two conditions:
(i)
(ii)

Any province not willing to join the Union could have a separate constitution and
form a separate Union,
The new Constitution making body and the British Government would negotiate a
treaty to effect the transfer of power and to safeguard racial and religious
minorities.

In the meantime, defence of India would remain in British hands and the governorgeneral’s powers would remain intact.
3) The making of the constitution was to be solely in Indian hands now (and not “mainly” in
Indian hands—as contained in the August Offer). A concrete plan was provided for the
constituent, assembly. (Hence, Statement 3 is incorrect)
Hence option b is correct.
Source: Spectrum.
56. Which of the following is/are NOT correct with respect to Rajagopalachari Formula?
1. It provided for the partition of certain areas based on Plebiscite
2. In case of partition there would be a common center with respect to certain areas like
defence.
Select the correct option using the codes given below
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) None of them
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1) An Indian Union with a dominion status would be set up; it would be free to decide its
relations with the Commonwealth and free to participate in. the United Nations and other
international bodies. (Hence, Statement 1 is incorrect)

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution d
Justification:

1) Muslim League to endorse Congress demand for independence.
2) League to cooperate with Congress in forming a provisional government at center.
3) After the end of the war, the entire population of Muslim majority areas in the NorthWest and North-East India to decide by a plebiscite, whether or not to form a separate
sovereign state. (Hence, Statement 1 is incorrect)
4) In case of acceptance of partition, agreement to be made jointly for safeguarding defence,
commerce, communications, etc. (Hence, Statement 2 is incorrect)
5) The above terms to be operative only if England transferred full powers to India.
Hence option d is correct.
57. What was the major reason for the rejection of Wavell Plan by the congress?
a) Caste Hindus and Muslims were to have equal representation by the plan
b) Executive Council was not yet made responsible to the central Assembly
c) Negotiations on a new constitution were to begin only after the end of World War II
d) Parties were being made representatives of particular religion and caste
Solution: d
Justification:
WAVELL PLAN (SHIMLA CONFERENCE-JUNE 1945)
An all-Indian executive council except the governor-general and commander-in-chief Equal
representation for caste Hindus and Muslims.
Muslim League wanted all Muslims to be its nominees and claimed a communal veto in the
executive council. Congress objected to it being painted purely as a caste Hindu party.
Hence, option d is correct
Source: Spectrum
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The main points in CR Plan were:

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
58. Which of the following was/were made part of Cabinet Mission plan?
1. The demand for a full-fledged Pakistan was rejected.
2. Provinces were to have residual powers.
3. Princely states were no longer to be under Paramountcy of British Government.
a) Only 1
b) Only 1 and 2
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) Only 2
Solution: c
Justification:
Cabinet Mission Plan—Main Points


Rejection of the demand for a full-fledged Pakistan, because—the Pakistan so formed would
include a large non-Muslim population-38% in the North-West and 48% in the North-East;
(Hence, Statement 1 is correct)



The very principle of communal self-determination would claim separation of Hindumajority Western Bengal and Sikh- and Hindu dominated Ambala and Jullundur divisions of
Punjab (already some Sikh leaders were demanding a separate state if the country was
partitioned).



Deep-seated regional ties would be disturbed if Bengal and Punjab were partitioned;



Partition would entail economic and administrative problems, for instance, the problem of
communication between the western and eastern parts of Pakistan; and



The division of armed forces would be dangerous.



Grouping of existing provincial assemblies into three sections—
Section-A: Madras, Bombay, Central Provinces, United Provinces, Bihar and Orissa
(Hindu-majority provinces).
Section-B: Punjab, North-West Frontier Province and Sindh (Muslim majority provinces).
Section-C: Bengal and Assam (Muslim-majority provinces).



Three-tier executive and legislature at provincial, section and union levels.



A constituent assembly to be elected by provincial assemblies by proportional
representation (voting in three groups—General, Muslims, Sikhs). This constituent Assembly
to be a 389-member body with provincial assemblies sending 292, chief commissioner’s

www.insightsias.com

49

www.insightsonindia.com

INSIGHTS IAS REVISION TESTS FOR UPSC CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM – 2018

Select the correct option using the codes given below

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
provinces sending 4, and princely states sending 93 members. This was a good, democratic
method not based on weightage.
In the constituent assembly, members from groups A, B and C were to sit separately to decide
the constitution for provinces and if possible, for the groups also. Then, the whole constituent
assembly (all three sections A, B and C combined) would sit together to formulate the Union
constitution.



A common center would control defence, communication and external affairs. Communal
questions in central legislature were to be decided by a simple majority of both communities
present and voting.



Provinces were to have full autonomy and residual powers. Princely states were no longer to
be under paramountcy of British Government They would be free to enter into an
arrangement with successor governments or the British Government. (Hence, Statement 2
and 3 are correct)



After the first general elections, a province was to be free to come out of a group and after 10
years, a province was to be free to call for a reconsideration of the group or the Union
constitution.



Meanwhile, an interim government to be formed from the constituent assembly.

Hence option c is correct
Source: Spectrum
59. Which of the following is NOT correct about local governance under British India?
a) The decision to decentralize administration was first taken under Indian Councils Act
1861
b) Ripon’s resolution provided for non-official majority in the local bodies.
c) Local self-government was made a ‘reserved’ subject under Government of India Act
1919.
d) Royal commission on Decentralization emphasized that village panchayats should be
empowered with judicial jurisdiction in petty cases.
Solution: c
Justification:
The Indian council act, 1861 returned the legislative powers to provinces of Madras and Bombay
which had been taken away in 1833. This can be said to be the first step towards
decentralization.

www.insightsias.com

50

www.insightsonindia.com

INSIGHTS IAS REVISION TESTS FOR UPSC CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM – 2018



Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Ripon’s Resolution of 1882 was a landmark in decentralization and local self-governance.
Some of its provisions were:
Policy of administrating local affairs through urban and rural local bodies charged with
definite duties and entrusted with suitable sources of revenues.



Non officials to be in majority in these bodies, who could be elected if the officials thought
that it was possible to introduce elections;



Non-official to act as chairpersons to these bodies



Official interference to be reduced to the minimum and to be exercised to revise and
check the acts of local bodies.



Under Dyarchy local self –government was made a transferred subject under popular
ministerial control by Government of India Act, 1919, and each province was allowed to
develop local self-institutions according to provincial need.



Royal Commission on Decentralization (1908) pointing out the lack of financial resources
as the great stumbling block in the effective functioning of local bodies, the commission
made the following recommendations.



It emphasized that village panchayats should be entrusted with more powers like judicial
jurisdiction in petty cases, incurring expenditure on minor village work.

Hence, option c is correct.
60. Which of the following is NOT correctly marched?
Name of the newspaper

Leader

a) The Bengalee

Sunderanath Banerjee

b) Voice of India

Sisir Kumar Ghosh

c) Sudharak
d) Swadesha mitran

Gopal Krishna Gokhale
Subramaniya Aiyar

Solution: b
Justification:
“Voice of India” was started by Dadabhai Naoroji.
Hence, option b is correct
Source: Spectrum
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61. Consider the following statements

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: a
Justification:
WOOD’S DESPATCH (1854)


In 1854, Charles Wood prepared a dispatch on an educational system for India.
Considered the “Magna Carta of English Education in India”, this document was the first
comprehensive plan for the spread of education in India.



It asked the Government of India to assume responsibility for education of the masses,
thus repudiating the ‘downward filtration theory’, at least on paper.



It systematized the hierarchy from vernacular primary schools in villages at bottom,
followed by Anglo-Vernacular High Schools and an affiliated college at the district level,
and affiliating universities in the presidency towns of Calcutta, Bombay and Madras.



It recommended English as the medium of instruction for higher studies and vernaculars
at school level. (Hence, Statement 1 is correct)



It laid stress on female and vocational, education, and on teachers’ training.



It laid down that the education imparted in government institutions should be secular.



It recommended a system of grants-in-aid to encourage private enterprise.

SADDLER UNIVERSITY COMMISSION (1917-19)


The commission was set up to study and report on problems of Calcutta University
(Hence, Statement 2 is incorrect) but its recommendations were applicable more or less
to other universities also. It reviewed the entire field from school education to university
education.

Hence, option (a) is correct.
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1. Wood’s Despatch on education recommended English as the medium of instruction for
higher studies ad vernaculars at school level.
2. Saddler University Commission was constituted to study the problems of Universities in
British India.
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62. Which of the following does the “policy of subordinate Isolation” of the British vis-à-vis state
include?

Select the correct option using the codes given below
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
Justification
POLICY OF SUBORDINATE ISOLATION (1813-1857)
Now, the imperial idea grew and the theory of paramountcy began to develop—Indian states
were supposed to act in subordinate cooperation with the British Government and acknowledge
its supremacy. (Hence, Statement 1 is correct)
States surrendered all forms of external sovereignty and retained full sovereignty in internal
administration. British Residents were transformed from diplomatic agents of a foreign power
to executive and controlling officers of a superior government. (Hence, Statement 2 is correct)
In 1833, the Charter Act ended the. Company’s commercial functions while it retained political
functions. It adopted the practice of insisting on prior approval/sanction for all matters of
succession. In 1834, the Board of Directors issued guidelines to annex states wherever and
whenever possible. This policy of annexation culminated in usurpation of six states by Dalhousie
including some big states such as Satara and Nagpur.
Hence, option c is correct
63. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1.
2.
3.
4.

There are evidences of Lower Paleolithic people are producing art.
Symbols do not form part of Prehistoric paintings.
The largest number of paintings belongs to Chalcolithic period.
Hunting scenes predominate in Mesolithic paintings.
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1. Idea of Paramountcy began to develop under it
2. British Residents were transformed from diplomatic agents to executive and controlling
officers.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Select the correct option using the codes given below.
a) 3 and 4
b) 1, 3 and 4
c) only 4

Solution: a
Justification:
We have no evidences of lower Paleolithic people producing art it is only during Upper
Paleolithic that the production of art begins. (Hence, Statement 1 is incorrect)
The paintings can be divided into three categories: human beings, animals and geometric
patterns. (Hence, Statement 2 is incorrect)
The largest number of paintings belongs to Mesolithic age. (Hence, Statement 3 is correct)
Hunting scenes predominate in Mesolithic paintings. (Hence, Statement 4 is correct)
Hence, option c is correct
Source: NCERT An introduction to Indian Art.
64. From which of the following state no remnants of pre-historic paintings have been
recovered?
a) Uttar Pradesh
b) Andhra Pradesh
c) Uttaranchal
d) Maharashtra
Solution: d
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d) 2, 3 and 4

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Justification:
Remnants of pre historic paintings have been found in Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Bihar. They are not been found in Maharashtra.

Source: NCERT An introduction to Indian Art
65. Consider the following statements with respect to Indus valley civilization.
1. Its terracotta images are not as refined as the stone and bronze statue.
2. The seals were mainly made for commercial purpose.
3. Seals were usually made of terracotta.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 2
b) Only 1 and 2
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) Only 2 and 3
Solution: b
Terracotta images were not as refined as the stone and bronze statutes, they seem to have been
used by the lower classes. (Hence, Statement 1 is correct)
Seals were mainly meant for commercial purpose, they were also used as amulets. (Hence,
Statement 2 is correct)
Most of the seals are made of steatite some are made I golden ivory as well. (Hence, Statement
3 is incorrect)
Source: An Introduction to Indian Art
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Hence option d is correct.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
66. Which of the following animals is NOT seen in the Pashupati seal?
a) Elephant
b) Tiger
c) Rhinoceros

Solution: d
Justification:
This seal is generally identified as the Pashupati Seal by some scholars whereas some identify it
as the female deity. This seal depicts a human figure seated cross-legged. An elephant and a tiger
are depicted to the right side of the seated figure, while on the left a rhinoceros and a buffalo are
seen. In addition to these animals two antelopes are shown below the seat. Seals such as these
date from between 2500 and 1500 BCE and were found in considerable numbers in sites such
as the ancient city of Mohenjodaro in the Indus Valley. Figures and animals are carved in intaglio
on their surfaces.
Hence option d is correct.
Source : NCERT class 11 An introduction to Indian Art. Part I
67. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. Yaksha worship was very popular before the advent of Buddhism
2. It was later assimilated into Buddhism and Jainism
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) Only 2
b) Only 1
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
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d) Ox

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Justification:

(Hence statement 1 and 2 are correct)
Hence option c is correct.
Source: NCERT class 11 An introduction to Indian Art. Part I,
68. Consider the following statements with respect to Shramana Movement
1. It was a non-vedic movement parallel to Vedic Hinduism in ancient India
2. It believed in Karma and Moksha and viewed rebirth as undesirable
3. It gave rise to Jainism, Buddhism and Yoga.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 2
b) None of them
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) Only 1
Solution: c
Justification:
Shramana Movement:
The Shramana movement was a Non-Vedic movement parallel to Vedic Hinduism in ancient
India. (Hence statement 1 is correct)
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SIXTH century BCE marks the beginning of new religious and social movements in the Gangetic
valley in the form of Buddhism and Jainism which were part of the shraman tradition. Both
religions became popular as they opposed the varna and jati systems of the Hindu religion.
Magadha emerged as a powerful kingdom and consolidated its control over the other regions.
By the fourth century BCE the Mauryas established their power and by the third century BCE, a
large part of India was under Mauryan control. Ashoka emerged as the most powerful king of the
Mauryan dynasty who patronised the shraman tradition in the third century BCE. Religious
practices had many dimensions and were not confined to just one particular mode of worship.
Worship of Yakshas and mothergoddesses were prevalent during that time. So, multiple forms
of worship existed. Nevertheless, Buddhism became the most popular social and religious
movement. Yaksha worship was very popular before and after the advent of Buddhism and it
was assimilated in Buddhism and Jainism.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
The Shramana tradition gave rise to Jainism, Buddhism, and Yoga, and was responsible for the
related concepts of saṃsāra (the cycle of birth and death) and moksha (liberation from that
cycle). (Hence statement 2 and 3 are correct)

Philosophy:
Sramaṇas held a view of samsara as full of suffering (Dukka). They practiced Ahimsa and
rigorous ascetism. They believed in Karma and Moksa and viewed rebirth as undesirable. Vedics,
on the contrary believe in the efficacy of rituals and sacrifices, performed by a privileged group
of people, who could improve their life by pleasing certain Gods. Beliefs and concepts of Śramaṇa
philosophies:








Denial of creator and omnipotent Gods
Rejection of the Vedas as revealed texts
Affirmation of Karma and rebirth, Samsara and transmigration of Soul.
Affirmation of the attainment of moksa through Ahimsa, renunciation and austerities
Denial of the efficacy of sacrifices and rituals for purification.
Rejection of the caste system
Jainism and Buddhism are the two main schools philosophies that have continued in India
since ancient times

Hence option c is correct.
NCERT class 11 An introduction to Indian Art. Part I, Internet
69. What is the place Parkham well known for with respect to Indian art?
a) Discovery of Yaksha statue
b) Presence of Buddhism cave
c) Presence of large Vihara
d) Presence of monumental rock-cut elephant
Solution: a
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Sramanism, emphasizing thought, hard work and discipline, was one of the three strands of
Hindu philosophy. The other two included Brahmanism, which drew its philosophical essence
from Mimamsa. The third and most popular strand of Indian philosophical thought revolves
around the concept of Bhakti or Theism, based on the idea of God, as understood in most parts
of the world.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Justification:

One another remarkable Yaksha was found Parkham.
Hence Option a is correct.
Source: NCERT class 11 An introduction to Indian Art. Part I
70. Which of the following statements is /are correct?
1. Mathura sculptural art is modelled on the lines of earlier Yaksha image.
2. Images of Vaishnava and Shaiva are also found at Mathura.
3. Buddhist images in Sarnath have thick drapery and profusely decorated Halo.
a) Only 3
b) Only 2 and 3
c) Only 1 and 2
d) Only 1 and 3
Solution: c
Justification:
Buddha in the symbolic form got a human form in Mathura and Gandhara. The sculptural
tradition in Gandhara had the confluence of Bactria, Parthia and the local Gandhara tradition.
The local sculptural tradition at Mathura became so strong that the tradition spread to other
parts of northern India. The best example in this regard is the stupa sculptures found at Sanghol
in the Punjab. The Buddha image at Mathura is modelled on the lines of earlier Yaksha images
whereas in Gandhara it has Hellenistic features. (Hence statement 1 is correct)
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Large statues of Yakshas and Yakhinis are found at many places like Patna, Vidisha and Mathura.
These monumental images are mostly in the standing position. One of the distinguishing
elements in all these images is their polished surface. The depiction of faces is in full round with
pronounced cheeks and physiognomic detail. One of the finest examples is a Yakshi figure from
Didarganj, Patna, which is tall and well-built. It shows sensitivity towards depicting the human
physique. The image has a polished surface.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Images of Vaishnava (mainly Vishnu and his various forms) and Shaiva (mainly the lingas and
mukhalingas) faiths are also found at Mathura but Buddhist images are found in large numbers.
(Hence statement 2 is correct)

Hence, Option c is correct.
Source: NCERT class 11 An introduction to Indian Art. Part I
71. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. Karla cave has the biggest rock-cut chaitya hall excavated.
2. Karla cave has a Stupa at the back.
3. Kanheri in Mumbai has the largest number of Buddhist caves excavations in Western
Deccan.
4. All caves in Western Deccan belong to the Thervadins group.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) Only 1, 2 and 4
b) Only 1, 2 and 3
c) Only 1 and 2
d) Only 1
Solution: c
Justification:
In the first century BCE some modifications were made to the standard plan of the apsidal vaultroof variety where the hall becomes rectangular like at Ajanta Cave No. 9 with a stone-screen
wall as a facade. It is also found at Bedsa, Nashik, Karla and Kanheri. Many cave sites have the
standard first type of chaitya halls in the subsequent period. In Karla, the biggest rock-cut chaitya
hall was excavated. (Hence statement 1 is correct)
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Mathura remained the main art production site whereas Sarnath and Kosambi also emerged as
important centres of art production. Many Buddha images in Sarnath have plain transparent
drapery covering both shoulders, and the halo around the head has very little ornamentation
(Hence statement 3 is incorrect) whereas the Mathura Buddha images continue to depict folds
of the drapery in the Buddha images and the halo around the head is profusely decorated.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
The cave consists of an open courtyard with two pillars, a stone screen wall to protect from rain,
a veranda, a stone-screen wall as facade, an apsidal vault-roof chaitya hall with pillars, and a
stupa at the back. (Hence statement 2 is correct)

Junnar has the largest cave excavations— more than two hundred caves around the hills of the
town—whereas Kanheri in Mumbai has a hundred and eight excavated caves. (Hence statement
3 is incorrect)
Earlier it was presumed that because of the absence of the Buddha image, the caves were
considered belonging to the orthodox faith of Buddhism, i.e., the Thervadins, but with the
discovery of the Konkan Maurya inscription mentioning the Saka era 322, i.e., 400 CE, it is now
satisfactorily proved that the cave activity in western Deccan was an ongoing process and many
caves had been carved with Buddha images where the image does not exist anymore. It may also
be noted that many caves are converted into modern Hindu shrines and have become popular
worshipping sites. (Hence statement 4 is incorrect)
Hence option c is correct.
Source: NCERT class 11 An introduction to Indian Art. Part I
72. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. Ellora has triple storeyed caves.
2. Ellora is the most diverse site in India in terms of the sculptural sites.
3. Udaigiri – Khandagiri caves were meant for Jain monks.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) Only 1 and 3
b) Only 2 and 3
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) Only 3
Solution: c
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Karla chaitya hall is decorated with human and animal figures. They are heavy in their execution,
and move in the picture space.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Justification:

The sculptures at Ellora are monumental, and have protruding volume that create deep
recession in the picture space. The images are heavy and show considerable sophistication in
the handling of sculptural volume. Various guilds at Ellora came from different places like
Vidarbha, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu and carved the sculptures. Thereby it is the most diverse
site in India in terms of the sculptural styles. (Hence statement 2 is correct)
The rock-cut cave tradition also existed in Odisha. The earliest examples are the UdaigiriKhandagiri caves in the vicinity of Bhubaneswar. These caves are scattered and have inscriptions
of Kharavela kings. According to the inscriptions, the caves were meant for Jain monks. (Hence
statement 3 is correct)
Hence, Option c is correct
Source: NCERT class 11 An introduction to Indian Art. Part I
73. The famous image of ‘Maheshmurti’ is found at:
a) Ellora caves
b) Elephanta caves
c) Aurangabad caves
d) Bagh caves
Solution: b
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Ajanta has excavated double-storeyed caves but at Ellora, the triple storey is a unique
achievement. (Hence statement 1 is correct). All the caves were plastered and painted but
nothing visible is left. The shrine Buddha images are big in size; they are generally guarded by
the images of Padmapani and Vajrapani. Cave No. 12, which is a triple-storey excavation, has
images of Tara, Avalokiteshwara, Manushi Buddhas and the images of Vairochana, Akshobhya,
Ratnasambhava, Amitabha, Amoghsiddhi, Vajrasatva and Vajraraja. On the other hand, the only
double-storey cave of the Brahmanical faith is Cave No. 14. Pillar designs grow from the Buddhist
caves and when they reach the Jain caves belonging to the ninth century CE, they become very
ornate and the decorative forms gain heavy protrusion.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Justification:

Hence, option b is correct.
Source: NCERT class 11 An introduction to Indian Art. Part I
74. Tirumalaipuram paintings were patronized under:
a) Pallavas
b) Pandyas
c) Cholas
d) Vijayanagar Kingdom
Solution: b
Justification:
When the Pandyas rose to power, they too patronised art. Tirumalaipuram caves and Jaina caves
at Sittanvasal are some of the surviving examples. A few fragmented layers of paintings can be
seen in Tirumalaipuram. In Sittanavasal, the paintings are visible on the ceilings of shrines, in
verandas, and on the brackets. On the pillars of the veranda are seen dancing figures of celestial
nymphs. The contours of figures are firmly drawn and painted in vermilion red on a lighter
background. The body is rendered in yellow with subtle modelling. Supple limbs, expression on
the faces of dancers, rhythm in their swaying movement, all speak of the artists’ skill in creative
imagination in visualising the forms in the architectural context.
Hence, option b is correct.
Source : NCERT Class 11, An introduction to Indian Art Part 1
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The image of Maheshmurti at Elephanta dates back to the early sixth century CE. It is located in
the main cave shrine. In the tradition of western Deccan sculpting it is one of the best examples
of qualitative achievement in sculpting images in rockcut caves. The image is large in size. The
central head is the main Shiva figure whereas the other two visible heads are of Bhairava and
Uma. The central face is in high relief having a round face, thick lips and heavy eyelids. The lower
lip is prominently protruded showing a very different characteristic. The all-inclusive aspect of
Shiva is exhibited in this sculpture by soft-modelling, smooth surface and large face. The face of
Shiva-Bhairava is clearly shown in profile in anger with bulging eye and mustache. The other
face showing feminine characters is of Uma who is the consort of Shiva.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
75. Which of the following religions is/are associated with Khajuraho temples?
Hinduism
Jainism
Tantricism
Buddhism

Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) Only 1 and 2
b) Only 1, 2 and 3
c) Only 3
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Solution: b
Justification:
Khajuraho’s temples are also known for their extensive erotic sculptures; the erotic expression
is given equal importance in human experience as spiritual pursuit, and it is seen as part of a
larger cosmic whole. Many Hindu temples therefore feature mithun (embracing couple)
sculptures, considered auspicious. Usually, they are placed at the entrance of the temple or on
an exterior wall or they may also be placed on the walls between the mandapa and the main
shrine. Khajuraho’s sculptures are highly stylised with typical features: they are in almost full
relief, cut away from the surrounding stone, with sharp noses, prominent chins, long slanting
eyes and eyebrows. The other notable example at Khajuraho is Kandariya Mahadeo temple
dedicated to Lord Shiva. There are many temples at Khajuraho, most of them devoted to Hindu
gods. There are some Jain temples as well as a Chausanth Yogini temple, which is of interest.
Predating the tenth century, this is a temple of small, square shrines of roughly-hewn granite
blocks, each dedicated to esoteric devis or goddesses associated with the rise of Tantric worship
after the seventh century. Several such temples were dedicated to the cult of the yoginis across
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and even as far south as Tamil Nadu. They were built between the
seventh and tenth centuries, but few have survived
Hence option b is correct
Source: NCERT Class 11, An introduction to Indian Art Part 1
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1.
2.
3.
4.
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76. Which of the following statements is/are correct?

a) Only 2 and 3
b) Only 2
c) Only 2, 3 and 4
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Solution: c
Gommateshwara Statue is a 57-foot (17 m) high monolithic statue located on Vindyagiri Hill at
Shravanbelagola in theIndian state of Karnataka. Vindyagiri is one of the two hills in
Shravanabelagola in the Indian state of Karnataka; the other is Chandragiri, which is also a seat
of several very ancient Jain centres, dating back much older than Gommateshwara statue.
The statue Gommateshwara is dedicated to the Jain god Bahubali son of Adinatha. (Hence
statement 3 is correct)
It was built around 983 A.D. and is one of the largest free standing statues in the world. Materials
Used is Granite. (Hence statement 1 is incorrect)
The construction of the statue was commissioned by the Ganga dynasty minister and
commander, Chavundaraya. (Hence statement 2 is correct)
Neighboring areas have Jain temples known as basadis and several images of the Tirthankaras.
One can have a beautiful view of the surrounding areas from the top of the hill. An event known
as Mahamastakabhisheka attracts devotees from all over the world. The Mahamastakabhisheka
festival is held once in 12 years.
Bahubali abandoned his clothes and kingdom to become a Digambara monk and began
meditating with great resolve to attain omniscience (Kevala Gyana). (Hence statement 4 is
correct)
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1. Gomateshwara is one of the world’s tallest monolithic free-standing structure made of
grey stone at Shravanabelagola.
2. It was commissioned by Camundaraya.
3. It is the statue of Bahubali, the son of Adinath.
4. The statue symbolizes attainment of Kevala gyana by Bahubali.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
He is said to have meditated motionless in a standing posture (kayotsarga) for a year, during
which time climbing plants grew around his legs.
Hence option c is correct

77. Jahaaz Mahal at Mandu was built by
a) Hoshang Shah
b) Sultan Baz Bahadur
c) Firoz Shah Tughlaq
d) Ghiyasuddin Khilji
Solution: d
Justification:
Jahaaz Mahal is an elegant two-storey ‘ship- palace’ between two reservoirs, with open pavilions,
balconies overhanging the water and a terrace. Built by Sultan Ghiyasuddin Khilji it was possibly
used as his harem and as the ultimate pleasure and recreational resort. It had a complex
arrangement of watercourses and a terrace swimming pool.
Hence option D is correct
Source : NCERT class 11, An introduction to Indian art
78. Who persuaded Gandhiji to involve women in the Dandi March?
a) Sarojini Naidu
b) Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay
c) Arun Asaf Ali
d) Sucheta Kripalani
Solution: b
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Source : NCERT class 11, An introduction to Indian art

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia

Hence option b is correct.
Source: Themes part III
79. Consider the following statements
1. The name Pakistan was coined by Muhammed Ali
2. Unionist Party was a political party representing the interests of landholders.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: b
Justification:
The name “Pakistan” The name Pakistan or Pak-stan (from Punjab, Afghan, Kashmir, Sind and
Baluchistan) was coined by a Punjabi Muslim student at Cambridge, Choudhry Rehmat Ali
(Hence statement 1 is incorrect) who, in pamphlets written in 1933 and 1935, desired a
separate national status for this new entity. No one took Rehmat Ali seriously in the 1930s, least
of all the League and other Muslim leaders who dismissed his idea merely as a student’s dream.
Unionist Party A political party representing the interests of landholders – Hindu, Muslim and
Sikh – in the Punjab. (Hence statement 2 is correct). The party was particularly powerful during
the period 1923-47.
Hence: Option b is correct
Source : Themes part 3
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The Salt March was notable for at least three reasons. First, it was this event that first brought
Mahatma Gandhi to world attention. The march was widely covered by the European and
American press. Second, it was the first nationalist activity in which women participated in large
numbers. The socialist activist Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay had persuaded Gandhiji not to
restrict the protests to men alone. Kamaladevi was herself one of numerous women who courted
arrest by breaking the salt or liquor laws. Third, and perhaps most significant, it was the Salt
March which forced upon the British the realisation that their Raj would not last forever, and
that they would have to devolve some power to the Indians.
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80. The bronze sculpture of Nataraja under Chola period has a raised left leg in ‘bhujangatrasita’
stance which represents ‘tirobhava’. What does it mean?
a) Kicking away the veil of maya or illusion from the devotees’mind
b) Suppressing the demon of ignorance or forgetfulness
d) Represent the connection between spiritual and material realms
Solution: a
Justification :
Shiva is associated with the end of the cosmic world with which this dancing position is
associated. In this Chola period bronze sculpture he has been shown balancing himself on his
right leg and suppressing the apasmara, the demon of ignorance or forgetfulness, with the foot
of the same leg. At the same time he raises his left leg in bhujangatrasita stance, which represents
tirobhava, that is kicking away the veil of maya or illusion from the devotee’s mind. His four arms
are outstretched and the main right hand is posed in abhaya hasta or the gesture suggesting. The
upper right holds the damaru his favourite musical instrument to keep on the beat tala. The
upper left hand carries a flame while the main left hand is held in dola hasta and connects with
the abhaya hasta of the right hand. His hair locks fly on both the sides touching the circular jvala
mala or the garland of flames which surrounds the entire dancing figuration.
Hence, option a is correct.
Source: NCERT class XI An introduction to Indian Art, Part 1
81. Which of the following is/are correct about bronze statutes recoverd from Akota near
Vadodara?
1. Most of the images represent the Buddhist images.
2. Most of the images were accompanied by female gods specifically Tara.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: d
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c) Suggestion that he is about to drunk poison

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Justification :

A new format was invented in which tirthankaras are seated on a throne; they can be single or
combined in a group of three or in a group of twenty-four tirthankaras.
Female images were also cast representing yakshinis or Shasanadevis of some prominent
tirthankaras. (Hence statement 2 is incorrect)
Stylistically they were influenced by the features of both the Gupta and the Vakataka period
bronzes. Chakreshvari is the Shasanadevi of Adinath and Ambika is of Neminath.
Hence option d is correct
Source: NCERT class XI An introduction to Indian Art part 1.
82. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. The idea behind the construction of tombs was the attainment of eternal paradise in Islam
2. Sarais led to rise of syncretic tendencies in the cultural patterns of the time
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
TOMBS
Monumental structures over graves of rulers and royalty was a popular feature of medieval
India. Some well known examples of such tombs are those of Ghyasuddin Tughlaq, Humayun,
Abdur Rahim Khan-i-Khanan, Akbar and Itmaduddaula. According to Anthony Welch, the idea
behind the tomb was eternal paradise as a reward for the true believer on the Day of Judgement.
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The hoard of bronzes discovered in Akota near Vadodara established that bronze casting was
practiced in Gujarat or western India between the sixth and ninth centuries. Most of the images
represent the Jaina tirthankaras like Mahavira, Parshvanath or Adinath. (Hence statement 1 is
incorrect)

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia

SARAIS
A hugely interesting feature of medieval India was the sarais which ringed cities and dotted the
vast space of the Indian subcontinent. Sarais were largely built on a simple square or rectangular
plan and were meant to provide temporary accommodation to Indian and foreign travellers,
pilgrims, merchants, traders, etc. In effect, sarais were public domains which thronged with
people of varied cultural backgrounds. This led to cross-cultural interaction, influences and
syncretic tendencies in the cultural mores of the times and at the level of the people. (Hence
statement 2 is correct)
Hence option b is correct.
Source: NCERT class XI An introduction to Indian Art
83. Which of the following is NOT correct about the city of Mandu?
a) It was the capital city of Ghauri Dynasty, founded by Hoshang Shah
b) It is a typical representation of the medieval provincial style of art and architecture
c) Availability of raw materials and natural defence encouraged consistent habitations
in this place.
d) Ashrafi Mahal is an elegant two storey palace here.
Solution: d
Justification :
The city of Mandu is located sixty miles from Indore, at an elevation of over 2000 feet and
overlooks the Malwa Plateau to the north and the Narmada valley to the south. Mandu’s natural
defence encouraged consistent habitations by Parmara Rajputs, Afghans and Mughals. As the
capital city of Ghauri Dynasty (1401–1561) founded by Hoshang Shah it acquired a lot of fame.
Subsequently, Mandu was associated with the romance of Sultan Baz Bahadur and Rani Rupmati.
The Mughals resorted to it for pleasure during the monsoon season. Mandu is a typical
respresentation of the medieval provincial style of art and architecture. It was a complex mix of
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(Hence statement 1 is correct) This led to the paradisiacal imagery for tomb construction.
Beginning with the introduction of Quranic verses on the walls, the tomb was subsequently
placed within paradisiacal elements such as a garden or near a body of water or both, as is in the
case of the Taj Mahal. Surely though, such vast expanses of structured and stylised spaces could
not have been intended only to signify peace and happiness in the next world but to also
showcase the majesty, grandeur and might of the person buried there.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
official and residential-cum-pleasure palace, pavilions, mosques, artificial reservoirs, baolis,
embattlements, etc. In spite of the size or monumentality, the structures were very close to
nature, designed in the style of arched pavilions, light and airy, so that these buildings did not
retain heat. Local stone and marble were used to great advantage. Mandu is a fine example of
architectural adaptation to the environment.

Hence option d is correct.
Source: NCERT class XI An introduction to Indian Art, Part 1
84. Consider the following statements
1. Parchinkari is a term for the inlay technique of using cut and fitted highly polished
coloured to create images
2. It first appeared in Rome in the 16th century
Which of the above statements is/are correct.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution c
Justification:
Pietra dura (Italian: [ˈpjɛːtra ˈduːra]) or pietre dure [ˈpjɛːtre ˈduːre] (see below), called parchin
kari or parchinkari in the Indian Subcontinent, is a term for the inlay technique of using cut and
fitted, highly polished colored stones to create images. (Hence statement 1 is correct)It is
considered a decorative art. The stonework, after the work is assembled loosely, is glued stoneby-stone to a substrate after having previously been “sliced and cut in different shape sections;
and then assembled together so precisely that the contact between each section was practically
invisible”. Stability was achieved by grooving the undersides of the stones so that they
interlocked, rather like a jigsaw puzzle, with everything held tautly in place by an encircling
‘frame’. Many different colored stones, particularly marbles, were used, along with semiprecious,
and even precious stones.

www.insightsias.com

71

www.insightsonindia.com

INSIGHTS IAS REVISION TESTS FOR UPSC CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM – 2018

A madrasa called Asharfi Mahal now lies in ruins.
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It first appeared in Rome in the 16th century, reaching its full maturity in Florence. (Hence
statement 2 is correct)

Hence Option c is correct.
Source: NCERT class XI An introduction to Indian Art part 1, Internet
85. Which of the following is the remarkable feature of Pathan architecture?
a) Pictorial mosaic work using semi-precious stones.
b) Austere style of architecture stressing more on utility of buildings
c) Prominent use of Hindu motifs and symbols
d) An ornamental design consisting of intertwined flowing lines, leaves and flowers
Solution: c
Justification :
Pathan architecture: Austere style of architecture favoured by the Khalji rulers in Delhi who
were considered Afghans. Imminent danger for Mongols made them focus on building forts.
Hence option c is correct
Source: NCERT Class 11, An introduction to Indian Art part 1

*****
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Pietra dura items are generally crafted on green, white or black marble base stones. Typically
the resulting panel is completely flat, but some examples where the image is in lowrelief were
made, taking the work more into the area of hardstone carving.
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