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SERIES – 7 : SOLUTIONS (Days 25-28)
1. Consider the following Statements with respect to “Preamble of the Indian Constitution”

Which of the above is/are CORRECT?
A. 1 Only
B. 2 Only
C. BOTH
D. NONE
Solution: a
Explanation:
Statement 1: “Fraternity” –All of us should behave as if we are members of the same family. No
one should treat a fellow citizen as inferior.
Hence STATEMENT 1 is CORRECT
Statement 2: It reveals Nature of the State, Objectives and Date of adoption [Not Date of
Implementation] of the Constitution
Hence STATEMENT 2 is INCORRECT
Additional Relevant information:
INGREDIENTS OF THE PREAMBLE:
The Preamble reveals four ingredients or components:





Source of authority of the Constitution: The Preamble states that the Constitution
derives its authority from the people of India.
Nature of Indian State: It declares India to be of a sovereign, socialist, secular
democratic and republican polity.
Objectives of the Constitution: It specifies justice, liberty, equality and fraternity as the
objectives.
Date of adoption of the Constitution: It stipulates November 26, 1949 as the date.
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1. The word ‘Fraternity ‘means – “No one should treat a fellow citizen as inferior”.
2. It reveals Nature of the State, Objectives and Date of implementation of the Constitution.
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2. Which of the following word indicates that “People have the Supreme right to make decisions”
in our Preamble?
a) Republic
b) Sovereign
d) None of the above
Solution: b
Explanation:
The word SOVEREIGN means People have supreme right to make decisions on internal as well
as external matters. No external power can dictate the government of India.
Hence the answer is B.
For the detailed description of terms in the Preamble, please refer to the Source mentioned
below
[Source: NCERT Democratic Politics-1 Chapter-3 Constitutional Design]
3. Which of the following Statements is CORRECT?
a) Constitution is about values, not about institutions.
b) No Constitution in the World is based on ethnic identity.
c) A just constitution commands voluntary allegiance of the people.
d) Liberty without equality would kill the individual initiative
Solution: c
Explanation:
Constitution in general is embodiment of Values. For example, Values that inspired and guided
the freedom struggle and were in turn nurtured by it, formed the foundation for India’s
democracy. These values are embedded in the Preamble of the Indian Constitution. They guide
all the articles of the Indian Constitution. But, A constitution is not merely a statement of values
and philosophy. As we noted above, a constitution is mainly about embodying these values into
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c) Secular
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institutional arrangements. Much of the document called Constitution of India is about these
arrangements.
[Source: NCERT Democratic Politics-1 Chapter-3 Constitutional Design]

1. The passion for respect and freedom are the basis of Democracy
2. Democracy and development cannot go together
3. Democracies are based on Social equality
a) 1 and 2 Only
b) 1 Only
c) 3 Only
d) 1 and 3 Only
Solution: b
Statement 1: Democracy stands much superior to any other form of government in promoting
dignity and freedom of the individual. Every individual wants to receive respect from fellow
beings. Often conflicts arise among individuals because some feel that they are not treated with
due respect. The passion for respect and freedom are the basis of democracy. Democracies
throughout the world have recognised this, at least in principle.
Hence STATEMENT 1 is CORRECT
Statement 2: The example of many western countries-USA and EUROPE– which have succeeded
with Democracy [at least in principle] prove that Democracy and Development can go together.
But that does not mean that Democracy ensures development. Democracy is Just a form of
government. Economic development depends on several factors: country’s population size,
global situation, cooperation from other countries, economic priorities adopted by the country,
etc
Hence STATEMENT 2 is INCORRECT
Statement 3: Democracies are based on political equality. All individuals have equal weight in
electing representatives.
Hence STATEMENT 3 is CORRECT
Source: NCERT Democratic Politics-II Chapter 7
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4. Which of the following statements is/are CORRECT in the Context of Democracy?
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5. Which of the following are envisaged by the “Right to Freedom” in the Constitution of India?
Protection of the interests of minorities
Protection in respect of conviction for offences
Protection of freedom of profession
Prohibition of untouchability
a) 1, 2 and 4 Only
b) 2 and 3 Only
c) 2 and 4 Only
d) 1 and 4 Only
Solution: b
Explanation:
Right to freedom (Articles 19–22)
(a) Protection of six rights regarding freedom of: (i) speech and expression, (ii) assembly,
(iii) association, (iv) movement, (v) residence, and (vi) profession (Article 19).
(b) Protection in respect of conviction for offences (Article 20).
(c) Protection of life and personal liberty (Article 21).
(d) Right to elementary education (Article 21A).
(e) Protection against arrest and detention in certain cases (Article 22).
6. Indian Constituion has provided fundamental rights to its Citizens. They are termed
“fundamental” because
1. They are guaranteed and protected by the Constitution
2. They are most essential for the holistic development of individual
3. They are justiciable
a) 1 and 2 Only
b) 2 and 3 Only
c) All
d) 1 and 3 Only
Solution: c
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1.
2.
3.
4.
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Explanation:
STATEMENT 1: The Fundamental Rights are named so because they are guaranteed and
protected by the Constitution, which is the fundamental law of the land.

STATEMENT 3: The above “guaranteed” means that they are justiciable. Hence the third
statement is conveying the same essence as that of 1st Statement.
Hence STATEMENT 3 is CORRECT
STATEMENT 2: They are ‘fundamental’ also in the sense that they are most essential for
the allround development (material, intellectual, moral and spiritual) of the individuals.
Hence STATEMENT 2 is CORRECT
SOURCE: INDIAN POLITY-5th EDITION-M LAXMIKANTH-CHAPTER 7
7. Which principle among the ‘following was added to the Directive Principles of State Policy by
the 44th Amendment to the Constitution?
a) To promote the welfare of the people by securing a social order permeated by
justice
b) To minimize inequalities in income, status, facilities and opportunities
c) To secure opportunities for healthy development of children
d) To take steps to secure the participation of workers in the management of industries
Solution: b
Explanation:
Option B: To minimize inequalities in income, status, facilities and opportunities- This is added
to Article 38 through 44th Constitutional Amendment Act.
Option A: To promote the welfare of the people by securing a social order permeated by
justice – This provision is Originally available under the Article 38.
Option C and Option D : These provisions are added through 42nd Constitutional Amendment.
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Hence STATEMENT 1 is CORRECT
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SOURCE: INDIAN POLITY-5th EDITION-M LAXMIKANTH-CHAPTER 8
8. Consider the following Statements:

Which of the following is correct?
a) 2 and 3 Only
b) 1 and 3 Only
c) 3 Only
d) 2 Only
Solution: c
Explanation:
STATEMENT 1: The presiding officer (Speaker or Chairman) declares the House adjourned
sine die, when the business of a session is completed. Within the next few days, the
President issues a notification for prorogation of the session. However, the President can
also prorogue the House while in session.
Hence STATEMENT 1 is INCORRECT
STATEMENT 2: The position with respect to lapsing of bills is as follows:








A bill pending in the Lok Sabha lapses (whether originating in the Lok Sabha or
transmitted to it by the Rajya Sabha).
A bill passed by the Lok Sabha but pending in the Rajya Sabha lapses.
A bill not passed by the two Houses due to disagreement and if the president has
notified the holding of a joint sitting before the dissolution of Lok Sabha, does not
lapse.
A bill pending in the Rajya Sabha but not passed by the Lok Sabha does not lapse.
A bill passed by both Houses but pending assent of the president does not lapse.
A bill passed by both Houses but returned by the president for reconsideration of
Houses does not lapse.

Hence STATEMENT 2 is INCORRECT
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1. The President cannot prorogue the House while it is in Session.
2. A bill pending in the Lok Sabha which got transmitted from the Rajya Sabha does not lapse
upon the dissolution of the Lok Sabha.
3. Quorum includes the Presiding Officer
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STATEMENT 3: Quorum is the minimum number of members required to be present in the
House before it can transact any business. It is one-tenth of the total number of members
in each House including the presiding officer.
Hence STATEMENT 3 is CORRECT

9. Which of the following must be voted upon as part of Parliamentary proceedings?
1. Private Member’s Resolution
2. Government Resolution
3. Statutory Resolution
a) 2 and 3 Only
b) 1 and 3 Only
c) 1 and 2 Only
d) All
Solution: d
Explanation: All resolutions come in the category of substantive motions, that is to say, every
resolution is a particular type of motion. All motions need not necessarily be substantive.
Further, all motions are not necessarily put to vote of the House, whereas all the resolutions
are required to be voted upon.
SOURCE: INDIAN POLITY-5th EDITION-M LAXMIKANTH-CHAPTER 22
10. Promotion of World/International peace is included in the
1.
2.
3.
4.

Preamble to the Indian Constitution
Directive Principles of State Policy
Objectives Resolution
Fundamental Duties
a) 2 Only
b) 1 and 3 Only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) All
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SOURCE: INDIAN POLITY-5th EDITION-M LAXMIKANTH-CHAPTER 22
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Solution: c
Explanation:

Reg. 3 – One can find in the Objectives Resolution —“The land would make full and willing
contribution to the promotion of world peace and welfare of mankind.”
Hence the answer is C
Source: NCERT- INDIAN CONSTITUTION AT WORK CHAPTER-1
11. Which of the following is/ are CORRECT?
1. The Constitution of India dictated that the Speaker does not vacate his office until
immediately before the first meeting of the House after dissolution
2. The President of India cannot nominate more than two Anglo-Indians to the House of the
People as per the Constitutional mandate.
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: c
Explanation:
Statement 1: Article 94 of the Indian Constitution contains this provision.
Hence Statement 1 is CORRECT
Statement 2: The maximum strength of the House envisaged by the Constitution is now 552 (530
members to represent the states, 20 members to represent the union territories and not more
than two members of the Anglo-Indian community to be nominated by the President, if, in
his opinion, that community is not adequately represented in the House)
www.insightsias.com

8

www.insightsonindia.com

INSIGHTS IAS REVISION TESTS FOR UPSC CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM – 2018

Reg. 2 – Article 51 of the Indian Constitution directs the State to promote international peace
and security and maintain just and honourable relations between nations; to foster respect
for international law and treaty obligations, and to encourage settlement of international
disputes by arbitration
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Hence Statement 2 is CORRECT
Additional Relevant information:

Vacation and resignation of, and removal from, the offices of Speaker and Deputy Speaker A
member holding office as Speaker or Deputy Speaker of the House of the People
(a) shall vacate his office if he ceases to be a member of the House of the People;
(b) may at any time, by writing under his hand addressed, if such member is the Speaker, to
the Deputy Speaker, and if such member is the Deputy Speaker, to the Speaker, resign his
office; and
(c) may be removed from his office by a resolution of the House of the People passed by a
majority of all the then members of the House: Provided that no resolution for the
purpose of clause (c) shall be moved unless at least fourteen days notice has been given
of the intention to move the resolution: Provided further that, whenever the House of the
People is dissolved, the Speaker shall not vacate his office until immediately before the
first meeting of the House of the People after the dissolution
12. Standing Committees in each house of the Indian Parliament are divided in terms of their
functions. In this context, Committee on Privileges comes under which of the following category?
a) Committees to Inquire
b) Committees to Scrutinize
c) Joint Committee on Salaries and allowances of Members of Parliament
d) Committees relating to day-to-day Business of the House
Solution: a
Explanation:
(i) COMMITTEES TO INQUIRE: (a) Committee on Petitions examines petitions on bills and on
matters of general public interest and also entertains representations on matters concerning
subjects in the Union List; and (b) Committee of Privileges examines any question of privilege
referred to it by the House or Speaker/Chairman;
(ii) COMMITTEES TO SCRUTINIZE : (a) Committee on Government Assurances keeps track of all
the assurances, promises, undertakings, etc., given by Ministers in the House and pursues them
till they are implemented; (b) Committee on Subordinate Legislation scrutinizes and reports to
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Article 94 of the Indian Constitution:
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(iii) COMMITTEES RELATING TO THE DAY-TO-DAY BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE: (a) Business
Advisory Committee recommends allocation of time for items of Government and other
business to be brought before the Houses; (b) Committee on Private Members’ Bills and
Resolutions of the Lok Sabha classifies and allocates time to bills introduced by private
members, recommendsallocation of time for discussion on private members’ resolutions and
examines Constitution amendment bills before their introduction by private members in the
Lok Sabha. The Rajya Sabha does not have such committee. It is the Business Advisory
Committee of that House which recommends allocation of time for discussion on stage or stages
of private members’ bills and resolutions; (c) Rules Committee considers matters of
procedure and conduct of business in the House and recommends amendments or additions
to the rules; and (d) Committee on Absence of Members from the Sittings of the House of the
Lok Sabha considers all applications from members for leave or absence from sittings of the
House. There is no such committee in the Rajya Sabha. Applications from members for leave
or absence are considered by the House itself;
JOINT COMMITTEE ON SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES OF MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT,
constituted under the Salary, Allowances and Pension of Members of Parliament Act, 1954,
apart from framing rules for regulating payment of salary, allowances and pension to Members
of Parliament, also frames rules in respect of amenities like medical, housing, telephone, postal,
constituency and secretarial facility;
13. In 1976, Official Language Rules were framed under the provisions of Official Languages Act,
1963 [as amended in 1967]. They apply to whole of India except to the State/UT of
a) Jammu and Kashmir
b) Tamilnadu
c) Arunachal Pradesh
d) Dadra and Nagar Haveli
Solution: b
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the House whether the power to make regulations, rules, sub-rules, bye-laws, etc., conferred by
theConstitution or Statutes is being properly exercised by the delegated authorities; and (c)
Committee on Papers Laid on the Table examines all papers laid on the table of the House by
ministers, other than statutory notifications and orders which come within the purview of
the Committee on Subordinate Legislation, to see whether there has been compliance with
the provisions of the Constitution, Act, rule or regulation under which the paper has been laid;
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Explanation:

Short title, extent and commencement –




These rules may be called the Official Languages (Use for Official Purposes of the Union)
Rules, 1976.
They shall extend to the whole of India, except the State of Tamilnadu.
They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

Reference: http://www.rajbhasha.nic.in/en/official-language-rules-1976
14. Who among the following has to resolve the disputes related to splits/mergers of Political
Parties?
a) Indian Parliamentary Group
b) Lok Sabha Speaker
c) Election Commission of India
d) President on the recommendation of Supreme Court
Solution: c
Explanation:
Splits, mergers and alliances have frequently disrupted the compositions of political parties. This
has led to a number of disputes over which section of a divided party gets to keep the party
symbol, and how to classify the resulting parties in terms of national and state parties. The
Election Commission has to resolve these disputes, although its decisions can be challenged in
the courts.
Reference: http://eci.nic.in/eci_main1/the_function.aspx#splitsandmergers
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In exercise of the powers conferred by section 8, read with sub-section(4) of section 3 of the
Official Languages Act, 1963 (19 of 1963), the Central Government hereby makes the following
rules, namely ;
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15. Which of the following Statements is/are CORRECT?

a) 1 and 2 Only
b) 2 and 3 Only
c) 3 only
d) 1 only
Solution: c
Explanation:
Statements 1 and 2: In June 2011, the Election Commission of India (ECI), established the India
International Institute of Democracy and Election Management (IIIDEM) to advance its
professional competence in election management, promote peoples participation, contribute to
developing stronger democratic institutions and support the efforts of ECI in carrying out its
mandate and functions.
Hence Both STATEMENT 1 and STATEMENT 2 are INCORRECT
Statement 3: The India International Institute of Democracy and Election Management (IIIDEM)
has conducted training on Election Management of SAARC Countries. It was conducted by
Election Commission of India (ECI) and sponsored by the Union Ministry of External Affairs with
aim of promoting free, fair, peaceful and inclusive elections.
Hence STATEMENT 3 is CORRECT.
16. which of the following Statements is/are CORRECT with respect to Supreme Court?
1. Supreme Court is the Original, exclusive and final authority related to disputes regarding
the election of the President and the Vice-President.
2. Appeal by Special Leave is not limited to Criminal matters.
3. Indian Supreme Court’s scope of Judicial review is wider compared to American Counter
part.
A. 1 and 3 Only

www.insightsias.com

B. 2 and 3 Only

C. 1 Only
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1. India International Institute of Democracy and Election Management (IIIDEM) is a
combined initiative of Indian Parliamentary group and Lok Sabha Secretariat to
contribute to developing stronger democratic institutions and support the efforts of ECI
in carrying out its mandate and functions.
2. It was set up recently after 2014 general elections.
3. It has conducted training on Election Management to SAARC Countries in a Program
supported by Ministry of External Affairs
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Solution: d
Explanation:

Hence Statement 1 is CORRECT
Statement 2: The Supreme Court is authorised to grant in its discretion special leave to
appeal from any judgement in any matter passed by any court or tribunal in the country
(except military tribunal and court martial). This provision contains the four aspects as under:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

It is a discretionary power and hence, cannot be claimed as a matter of right.
It can be granted in any judgement whether final or interlocutory.
It may be related to any matter—constitutional, civil, criminal, income tax, labour,
revenue, advocates, etc.
It can be granted against any court or tribunal and not necessarily against a high
court (of course, except a military court).

Hence Statement 2 is CORRECT
Statement 3: The scope of judicial review in India is narrower than what exists in the USA,
though the American Constitution does not explicitly mention the concept of judicial review
in any of its provisions. This is because, the American Constitution provides for ‘due process
of law’ against that of ‘procedure established by law’ which is contained in the Indian
Constitution.
Hence Statement 3 is INCORRECT
Source: INDIAN POLITY-5th EDITION-M LAXMIKANTH-CHAPTER 26
17. In which of the following States Governor has special responsibility with respect to law and
order under Special Provisions of the Constitution?
a) Manipur
b) Arunachal Pradesh
c) Assam
d) Meghalaya
Solution: b
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Statement 1: It decides the disputes regarding the election of the president and the vicepresident. In this regard, it has the original, exclusive and final authority.
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Explanation:

18. Which of the following Statements is/are CORRECT?
1. Legislative Council of a state comprises not more than two-thirds of total number of
members in Legislative Assembly of the state.
2. The Chairman of Legislative Councils is the Governor/His nominee of the concerned
State.
3. With respect to enlargement of the Jurisdiction of the State Public Service Commission
Legislative Council’s position is equivalent to that of Legislative assembly
a) 3 Only
b) All
c) 2 and 3 Only
d) 1 Only
Solution: a
Statement 1: Unlike the members of the legislative assembly, the members of the legislative
council are indirectly elected. The maximum strength of the council is fixed at one-third
of the total strength of the assembly and the minimum strength is fixed at 40. It means
that the size of the council depends on the size of the assembly of the concerned state.
This is done to ensure the predominance of the directly elected House (assembly) in the
legislative affairs of the state. Though the Constitution has fixed the maximum and the
minimum limits, the actual strength of a Council is fixed by Parliament
Hence Statement 1 is INCORRECT
Statement 2: The Chairman is elected by the council itself from amongst its members.
Hence Statement 2 is INCORRECT
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In respect of Nagaland, the Governor has special responsibility under Article 371 A of the
Constitution with respect to law and order and even though it is necessary for him to consult
Council of Ministers in matters relating to law and order, he can exercise his individual
judgement as to the action to be taken. Similarly, in respect of Arunachal Pradesh, the Governor
has special responsibility under Article 371 H of the Constitution with respect to law and order.
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Statement 3: In the following matters, the powers and status of the council are broadly
equal to that of the assembly:





Hence Statement 3 is CORRECT
Source: INDIAN POLITY-5th EDITION-M LAXMIKANTH-CHAPTER 32
19. Who among the following comprises of the electorate for the legislative Council?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Members of Legislative Assembly
Members of Lok Sabha of concerned State
Members of Rajya Sabha of concerned State
Registered graduates of more than three years Standing [Residing within the state]
Members of local bodies
a) 1 and 5 Only
b) 1, 2, 4 and 5 Only
c) 1, 4 and 5 Only
d) All

Solution: c
Explanation:
Of the total number of members of a legislative council:





1/3rd are elected by the members of local bodies in the state like municipalities,
district boards, etc.,
1/12th are elected by graduates of three years standing and residing within the state,
1/12th are elected by teachers of three years standing in the state, not lower in
standard than secondary school,
1/3rd are elected by the members of the legislative assembly of the state from
amongst persons who are not members of the assembly, and
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Introduction and passage of ordinary bills. However, in case of disagreement between
the two Houses, the will of the assembly prevails over that of the council.
Approval of ordinances issued by the governor
Selection of ministers including the chief minister. Under the Constitution the, ministers
including the chief minister can be members of either House of the state legislature.
However, irrespective of their membership, they are responsible only to the assembly.
Consideration of the reports of the constitutional bodies like State Finance Commission,
state public service commission and Comptroller and Auditor General of India.
Enlargement of the jurisdiction of the state public service commission

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia


the remainder are nominated by the governor from amongst persons who have a
special knowledge or practical experience of literature, science, art, cooperative
movement and social service.

Thus, 5/6th of the total number of members of a legislative council are indirectly elected
and 1/6th are nominated by the governor

20. Which of the following Statements is/are CORRECT?
1. Project Monitoring Group (PMG), is an institutional mechanism for resolving a variety
of issues including fast tracking of approvals for setting up an expeditious
commissioning of large Public, Private and Public-Private Partnership (PPP) project.
2. Project Monitoring Group (PMG) is currently functioning under Cabinet Secretariat.
A. 1 Only
B. 2 Only
C. Both
D. None
Solution: a
Statement 1: Project Monitoring Group (PMG), is an institutional mechanism for resolving
a variety of issues including fast tracking of approvals for setting up an expeditious
commissioning of large Public, Private and Public-Private Partnership (PPP) project.
Hence Statement 1 is CORRECT
Statement 2: Project Monitoring Group (PMG) was set up in 2013 under cabinet secretariat. PMG
is presently functioning under Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) since2015.
Hence Statement 2 is INCORRECT
Additional Relevant Information:
As part of its efforts to ensure timely disposal of applications submitted by investors, PMG
is monitoring the development and operation of online digital platforms by various
ministries and departments through its web portal e-nivesh monitor (e-nivesh.gov.in). The
monitoring mechanism has been developed to track the progress achieved in online processing
and disposal of different types of clearances in various central ministries/departments, etc. The
portal tracks all digitalized proposals starting from the online submission till clearance by
www.insightsias.com
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Source: INDIAN POLITY-5th EDITION-M LAXMIKANTH-CHAPTER 32
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pulling the information from
ministries/departments, etc.

various

online central services/ clearance portals of

21. Which of the following legislations is known as ‘Shah Bano Act’?
b) The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill
c) Indian Divorce Act, 1969
d) Marriage Laws (Amendment) Act, 2001
Solution: a)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/11/30/insights-daily-current-affairs-30-november2017/
Commonly known as the Shah Bano Act, the 1986 law was enacted by the Rajiv Gandhi
government under pressure from the Muslim clergy to overturn the Supreme Court ruling in the
Shah Bano case.
The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Divorce) Act was a controversially named landmark
legislation passed by the parliament of India in 1986 to allegedly protect the rights of Muslim
women who have been divorced by, or have obtained divorce from, their husbands and to
provide for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. The Act was passed by the Rajiv
Gandhi government to nullify the decision in Shah Bano case. This case caused the Rajiv Gandhi
government, with its absolute majority, to pass the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on
Divorce) Act, 1986 which diluted the secular judgment of the Supreme Court.
22. For providing additional funds for research and related infrastructure, Higher Education
Funding Agency (HEFA), has started its operations. What’s the source of funding for HEFA?
a) Ministry of HRD and World Bank
b) Ministry of Finance and Ministry of HRD
c) Promoter/bank and the MHRD
d) Ministry of HRD and ADB
Solution: c)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/11/30/insights-daily-current-affairs-30-november2017/
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a) Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Divorce) Act
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The Union Cabinet had approved HEFA in September 2016 as a Special Purpose Vehicle with a
public sector bank (Canara Bank). It would be jointly funded by the promoter/bank and the
MHRD with an authorised capital of ₹2,000 crore. The government equity would be ₹1,000 crore.

1. It is based on Public Private Partnership (PPP) model in India, under the Ministry of Skill
Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE)
2. It provides funding to build scalable and profitable vocational training initiatives
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/11/29/insights-daily-current-affairs-29-november2017/
NSDC


The National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) is a one-of-its-kind, Public Private
Partnership (PPP) model in India, under the Ministry of Skill Development &
Entrepreneurship (MSDE). A not-for-profit company set up by the Ministry of Finance,
under Section 25 of the Companies Act, it has an equity base of Rs.10 crore, of which the
Government of India holds for 49%, while the private sector has the balance 51%.



It aims to promote skill development by catalyzing creation of large, quality and for-profit
vocational institutions.

Functions:





NSDC provides funding to build scalable and profitable vocational training initiatives.
Its mandate is also to enable support system which focuses on quality assurance,
information systems and train the trainer academies either directly or through
partnerships.
NSDC acts as a catalyst in skill development by providing funding to enterprises,
companies and organisations that provide skill training. It will also develop appropriate
models to enhance, support and coordinate private sector initiatives.
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23. With reference to the National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC), consider the
following statements:

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
24. With reference to the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), consder the following
statements:
It was launched by India
It is a regional forum of Indian Ocean littoral states
It is represented by the Navy chiefs of member states
It is a security arrangement to ensure mutual cooperation during regional wars

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 2, 3 and 4 Only
b) 1, 3 and 4 Only
c) 1, 2 and 3 Only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Solution: c)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/11/28/insights-daily-current-affairs-28-november2017/
IONS:






The IONS is a regional forum of Indian Ocean littoral states, represented by their Navy
chiefs, launched by India in February 2008. It presently has 23 members and nine
observers.
It is a voluntary initiative that seeks to increase maritime co-operation among navies of
the littoral states of the Indian Ocean Region by providing an open and inclusive forum
for discussion of regionally relevant maritime issues and, in the process, endeavors to
generate a flow of information between naval professionals that would lead to common
understanding and possibly agreements on the way ahead.
Under the charter of business adopted in 2014, the grouping has working groups on
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR), Information Security and
Interoperability (IS&I) and anti-piracy now renamed as maritime security.

25. With reference to CRISPR technology, consider the following statements:
1. CRISPR sequences contain snippets of DNA from viruses that have attacked the
prokaryotic microorganisms
2. This technology is used for editing and modifying genes
3. CRISPR sequences play a key role in a prokaryotic defense system
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 3 Only
b) 2 and 3 Only
c) 2 Only
d) 1,2 and 3
www.insightsias.com
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1.
2.
3.
4.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution: d)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/11/27/insights-daily-current-affairs-27-november2017/






CRISPR is a family of DNA sequences in bacteria and archaea.
The sequences contain snippets of DNA from viruses that have attacked the prokaryote.
These snippets are used by the prokaryote to detect and destroy DNA from similar
viruses during subsequent attacks.
These sequences play a key role in a prokaryotic defense system, and form the basis of a
technology known as CRISPR/Cas9 that effectively and specifically changes genes within
organisms

26. Consider the following statements.
1. The basic teachings of Zoroaster are contained in the maxim “ Good thoughts, Good
Words and Good Deeds”
2. Most of the Ashokan’s inscriptions were in Pali language.
3. Arikamedu is a coastal settlement known for it being a site for unloading goods from
distant lands.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) None of them
Solution: (c)
Answer Justification:
Statement 1:
Zoroaster was an Iranian prophet. His teachings are contained in a book called the Avesta. The
language of the Avesta, and the practices described in it are very similar to those of the Vedas.
The basic teachings of Zoroaster are contained in the maxim “Good thoughts, Good Words and
Good Deeds.” Here is a verse from the Zend Avesta: “Lord, grant strength and the rule of truth
and good thinking, by means of which one shall create peace and tranquility.” For more than a
thousand years, Zoroastrianism was a major religion in Iran. Later, some Zoroastrians migrated
from Iran and settled down in the coastal towns of Gujarat and Maharashtra. They were the
ancestors of today’s Parsis. (Hence, statement 1 is correct).
www.insightsias.com
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CRISPR:

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Statement 2:
The most famous Mauryan ruler was Ashoka. He was the first ruler who tried to take his message
to the people through inscriptions. Most of Ashoka’s inscriptions were in Prakrit and were
written in the Brahmi script. (Hence, statement 2 is incorrect)
Between 2200 and 1900 years ago, Arikamedu was a coastal settlement where ships unloaded
goods from distant lands. A massive brick structure, which may have been a warehouse, was
found at the site. Other finds include pottery from the Mediterranean region, such as amphorae
(tall double-handled jars that contained liquids such as wine or oil) and stamped red-glazed
pottery, known as Arretine Ware, which was named after a city in Italy. This was made by
pressing wet clay into a stamped mould. There was yet another kind of pottery which was made
locally, though Roman designs were used. Roman lamps, glassware and gems have also been
found at the site.( Hence statement 3 is correct)
Source: Our past I NCERT class 6
27. Which of the following place/s have/has been the source/s of inscriptional evidence for
Mauryan Empire?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Pataliputra
Taxila
Ujjain
Allahabad

Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) Only 3 and 4
b) Only 2,3 and 4
c) Only 4
d) All of them
Solution: (C)
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Statement 3:

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Justification:

1. There seems to have been a shift from big animal hunting to small animal hunting and
fishing during this age.
2. First signs of domestication appear during this period.
Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution : C
Justification:
Statement 1 and 2:
Mesolithic or Middle Stone Age falls roughly between 10000 B.C.and 6000 B.C. It was the
transitional phase between the Paleolithic Age and Neolithic Age. Mesolithic remains are found
in Langhanj in Gujarat, Adamgarh in Madhya Pradesh and also in some places of Rajasthan, Utter
www.insightsias.com
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28. Which of the following is/are the features of Mesolithic age?

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia

The use of bow and arrow also began during this period. Also, there began a tendency to settle
for longer periods in an area. Therefore, domestication of animals, horticulture and primitive
cultivation started. (Hence, statement 2 is correct) Animal bones are found in these sites and
these include dog, deer, boar and ostrich. Occasionally, burials of the dead along with some
microliths and shells seem to have been practiced.
Source: Tamil Nadu text book class 11
29. Which of the following is NOT true about Neolithic age?
a) Signs of village communities appeared for the first time during this period.
b) Mud bricks houses were built instead of grass huts.
c) Pottery as a craft appeared for the first time during this period.
d) Paintings for the first time arose during this period.
Solution: (d)
Justification:
Paintings first began in Mesolithic Age
About Neolithic Age:
A remarkable progress is noticed in human civilization in the Neolithic Age. It is approximately
dated from 6000 B.C to 4000 B.C. Neolithic remains are found in various parts of India. These
include the Kashmir valley, Chirand in Bihar, Belan valley in Uttar Pradesh and in several places
of the Deccan. The important Neolithic sites excavated in south India are Maski, Brahmagiri,
Hallur and Kodekal in Karnataka, Paiyampalli in Tamil Nadu and Utnur in Andhra Pradesh.
The chief characteristic features of the Neolithic culture are the practice of agriculture,
domestication of animals, polishing of stone tools and the manufacture of pottery. In fact, the
cultivation of plants and domestication of animals led to the emergence of village communities
based on sedentary life.
There was a great improvement in technology of making tools and other equipments used by
man. Stone tools were now polished. The polished axes were found to be more effective tools for
hunting and cutting trees. Mud brick houses were built instead of grass huts.
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Pradesh and Bihar. The paintings and engravings found at the rock Shelters give an idea about
the social life and economic activities of Mesolithic people. In the sites of Mesolithic Age, a
different type of stone tools is found. These are tiny stone artifacts, often not more than five
centimeters in size, and therefore called microliths. The Hunting-gathering pattern of life
continued during this period. However, there seems to have been a shift from big animal hunting
to small animal hunting and fishing. (Hence, statement 1 is correct)

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia

30. Which of the following is the primary identity marker of a Civilization.
a) Presence of urban areas
b) Complexity of culture
c) Presence of trading communities
d) Presence of commercial agriculture.
Solution: (a)
Justification:
Though all the above are features of civilization but presence of Cities forms the basis of
civilization because it leads to other features like complexity of culture, trading communities etc.
Source: https://msvurusic.weebly.com/6-characteristics-of-civilization.html
31. Consider the following statements.
1. Harappan script was mostly written from left to right
2. There exist an evidence of Animism during the Harrapan Period.
3. There are evidences of painted pottery in Harappan civilization
Which of the above statement/s is /are correct?
a) All of them
b) Only 2 and 3
c) Only 1 and 2
d) Only 3
Solution: (b)
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Wheels were used to make pottery. Pottery was used for cooking as well as storage of food
grains. Large urns were used as coffins for the burial of the dead. There was also improvement
in agriculture. Wheat, barely, rice, millet were cultivated in different areas at different points of
time. Rice cultivation was extensive in eastern India. Domestication of sheep, goats and cattle
was widely prevalent. Cattle were used for cultivation and for transport. The people of Neolithic
Age used clothes made of cotton and wool.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Justification:
Statement 1:

Other scholars provide different view connecting the Harappan script with that of Brahmi. The
mystery of the Harappan script still exists and there is no doubt that the decipherment of
Harappan script will throw much light on this culture.
Statement 2:
From the seals, terracotta figurines and copper tablets we get an idea on the religious life of the
Harappans.







The chief male deity was Pasupati, (proto-Siva) represented in seals as sitting in a yogic
posture with three faces and two horns. He is surrounded by four animals (elephant, tiger,
rhino, and buffalo each facing a different direction). Two deer appear on his feet.
The chief female deity was the Mother Goddess represented in terracotta figurines.
In latter times, Linga worship was prevalent.
Trees and animals were also worshipped by the Harappans. (Hence, statement 2 is
correct)
They believed in ghosts and evil forces and used amulets as protection against them.

Statement 3:
The pottery from Harappa is another specimen of the fine arts of the Indus people. The pots and
jars were painted with various designs and colours. Painted pottery is of better quality. (Hence,
statement 3 is correct)
The pictorial motifs consisted of geometrical patterns like horizontal lines, circles, leaves, plants
and trees. On some pottery pieces we find figures of fish or peacock.
Source: Tamil Nadu class 11
32. Which of the following statement/s is/are true about the Vedic period?
1. The basic unit of political organization during the period was Grama
2. Sabha was the council of elders
3. Temples were constructed during early Vedic period
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The Harappan script has still to be fully deciphered. The number of signs is between 400 and
600 of which 40 or 60 are basic and the rest are their variants. The script was mostly written
from right to left. (Hence, statement 1 is incorrect) In a few long seals the boustrophedon
method – writing in the reverse direction in alternative lines – was adopted. Parpola and his
Scandinavian colleagues came to the conclusion that the language of the Harappans was
Dravidian. A group of Soviet scholars accepts this view.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) Only 1 and 3
b) Only 2 and 3
c) Only 1 and 2

Solution: (d)
Justification:
Statement 1 and 2:
The basic unit of political organization under Vedic period was kula or family. (Hence, statement
1 is incorrect). Several families joined together on the basis of their kinship to form a village or
grama. The leader of grama was known as gramani. A group of villages constituted a larger unit
called visu. It was headed by vishayapati. The highest political unit was called jana or tribe. There
were several tribal kingdoms during the Rig Vedic period such as Bharatas, Matsyas, Yadus and
Purus. The head of the kingdom was called as rajan or king. The Rig Vedic polity was normally
monarchical and the succession was hereditary. The king was assisted by purohita or priest and
senani or commander of the army in his administration. There were two popular bodies called
the Sabha and Samiti. The former seems to have been a council of elders and the latter, a general
assembly of the entire people (Hence, statement 2 is correct)
Statement 3:
Temple construction as an activity began during Post Mauryan Period:
Gods of the Early Vedic period like Indra and Agni lost their importance. Prajapathi (the creator),
Vishnu (the protector) and Rudra (the destroyer) became prominent during the Later Vedic
period. Sacrifices were still important and the rituals connected with them became more
elaborate. The importance of prayers declined and that of sacrifices increased. Priesthood
became a profession and a hereditary one. The formulae for sacrifices were invented and
elaborated by the priestly class. Therefore, towards the end of this period there was a strong
reaction against priestly domination and against sacrifices and rituals. The rise of Buddhism and
Jainism was the direct result of these elaborate sacrifices. Also, the authors of the Upanishads,
which is the essence of Hindu philosophy, turned away from the useless rituals and insisted on
true knowledge (jnana) for peace and salvation.
(Hence, statement 3 is incorrect)
Source: Tamil Nadu Text book class11
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d) Only 2

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
33. Consider the following statements about Jainism.

Which of the above statement/s is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Only 3
d) Only 2 and 3
Solution: (d)
Justification:
Jainism didn’t believe in existence of god. (Hence, statement 1 is incorrect)
Right faith is the belief in the teachings and wisdom of Mahavira. Right Knowledge is the
acceptance of the theory that there is no God and that the world has been existing without a
creator and that all objects possess a soul. Right conduct refers to the observance of the five great
vows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

not to injure life
not to lie
not to steal
not to acquire property
not to lead immoral life.

Both the clergy and laymen had to strictly follow the doctrine of ahimsa. Mahavira regarded all
objects, both animate and inanimate, have souls and various degrees of consciousness. (Hence,
statement 2 is correct). They possess life and feel pain when they are injured.
Mahavira rejected the authority of the Vedas and objected to the Vedic rituals. He advocated a
very holy and ethical code of life. Even the practice of agriculture was considered sinful (Hence,
statement 3 is correct) as it causes injury to the earth, worms and animals. Similarly the
doctrine of asceticism and renunciation was also carried to extreme lengths by the practice of
starvation, nudity and other forms of self-torture.
Source: Tamil Nadu Text book class11
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1. It believed in the existence of God.
2. It believed that all objects both animate and inanimate have souls and various degrees of
consciousness
3. Practice of agriculture was considered sinful under it

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
34. Which of the following statement/s is /are correct?
1. The first Jain Council was convened at Valabhi in the beginning of 3rd century B.C
2. It was at the first council the final compilation of Jain literature was done.
Select the correct answer using the codes below:
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: (d)
Justification:
Statement 1: The first Jain Council was convened at Pataliputra by Sthulabahu, the leader of the
Digambaras, in the beginning of the 3rd century B.C. (Hence, statement 1 is incorrect)
Statement 2: The second Jain Council was held at Valabhi in 5th century A.D. The final
compilation of Jain literature called Twelve Angas was completed in this council. (Hence,
statement 2 is incorrect)
Source: Tamil Nadu Text book class11
35. Match the following.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Buddhist Council
First
Second
Third
Fourth

Place where it was held
Vaisali
Kashmir
Rajagriha
Pataliputra

A

B

C

D

a)

4

2

1

3

b)

2

4

1

3

c)

2

4

3

1

d)

4

2

3

1
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a) 1 only

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution: (b)
Justification:

The second Buddhist Council was convened at Vaisali around 383 B.C.
The third Buddhist Council was held at Pataliputra under the patronage of Asoka. Moggaliputta
Tissa presided over it. The final Version of Tripitakas was completed in this council.
The fourth Buddhist Council was convened in Kashmir by Kanishka under the chairmanship of
Vasumitra. Asvagosha participated in this council. The new school of Buddhism called Mahayana
Buddhism came into existence during this council. (Hence, option b is correct)
Source: Tamil Nadu Text book class11
36. Which of the following pairs is NOT correctly matched?
Mahajanapada :

Capital

a) Vast

:

Kausambi

b) Avanti

:

Ujjain

c) Kosala

:

Vaishali

d) Nandas

:

Pataliputra

Solution: c
Justification:
Capital of Kosala is Ayodhya. Vaishali is the capital of Licchavis and Vajji.
Source: Internet and TN class 11
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The first Buddhist Council was held at Rajagraha under the chairmanship of Mahakasapa
immediately after the death of Buddha. Its purpose was to maintain the purity of the teachings
of the Buddha.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
37. Consider the following statements
1. Mudrarakshasa was a play written in Sanskrit by Vishakadatta
2. It was written during the Mauryan Period.
3. It describes the overthrow of Nandas by Chandragupta Maurya.
a) Only 1 and 3
b) Only 1
c) All of them
d) Only 3
Solution: (a)
Justification:
The Mudrarakshasa written by Visakadatta (Hence, statement 1 is correct) is a drama in
Sanskrit.
Although written during the Gupta period (Hence, statement 2 is incorrect) it describes how
Chandragupta with the assistance of Kautilya overthrew the Nandas. (Hence, statement 3 is
correct)
It also gives a picture on the socio-economic condition under the Mauryas.(Hence statement 2
is incorrect)
Source: Tamil Nadu Text book class11
38. Consider the following statements
1. Menander erected the Garuda Pillar at Besnagar.
2. It is the first inscriptional evidence of Vaishnavism.
Which of the above is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: (b)
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Which of the above statement/s is/are correct?

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Justification:
Statement 1:

He also embraced Buddhism. A Greek ambassador Heliodorus became a Vaishnavite and erected
the Garuda Pillar at Besnagar. (Hence, statement 1 is incorrect)
The Greek influence in India lasted for more than a century after the death Menander.
Statement 2:
Vaishnavism initiates during Post Mauryan period and becomes an organized sect during Gupta
period. Hence statement 2 is correct.
Source: Tamil Nadu Text book class11
39. Which of the following is NOT correct about reign of Kanishka?
a) Coins under Kanishka exhibited the images of not only Buddha but also Greek and
Hindu gods.
b) Third Buddhist council was convened by him.
c) Mahayana Buddhism come into vogue during his period.
d) Famous physician Charka was patronized by him.
Solution: (b)
Justification:
Kanishka embraced Buddhism in the early part of his reign. However, his coins exhibit the
images of not only Buddha but also Greek and Hindu gods. (Hence, option A is correct). It
reflects the Kanishka’s toleration towards other religions.
In the age of Kanishka the Mahayana Buddhism came into vogue. (Hence, Option C is correct).
It is different in many respects from the religion taught by the Buddha and propagated by Asoka.
The Buddha came to be worshipped with flowers, garments, perfumes and lamps. Thus image
worship and rituals developed in Mahayana Buddhism.
Kanishka also sent missionaries to Central Asia and China for the propagation of the new faith.
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Menander was also known as Milinda and the capital of his kingdom was Sakala (Sialcot). He
evinced much interest in Buddhism and his dialogues with the Buddhist monk Nagasena was
compiled in the Pali work, Milindapanho (Questions of Milinda).

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Buddhist chaityas and viharas were built in different places.
He patronised Buddhist scholars like Vasumitra, Asvagosha and Nagarjuna. Asvagosha was a
great philosopher, poet and dramatist. He was the author of Buddhacharita. Nagarjuna from
south India adorned the court of Kanishka. The famous physician of ancient India Charaka was
also patronized by him. (Hence, Option D is correct)

Source: Tamil Nadu Text book class11
40. Nasik inscription records the achievements of which of the following kings?
a) Pushyamitra Sunga
b) Gautamiputra Satakarni
c) Nahapana
d) Rudrasena I
Solution: (b)
Justification:
The greatest ruler of the Satavahana dynasty was Gautamiputra Satakarni. He ruled for a period
of 24 years from 106 to 130 A.D. His achievements were recorded in the Nasik inscription by his
mother Gautami Balasri. Gautamiputra Satakarni captured the whole of Deccan and expanded
his empire. His victory over Nagapana, the ruler of Malwa was remarkable. He patronized
Brahmanism. Yet, he also gave donations to Buddhists.
Source: Tamil Nadu Text book class11
41. The Pugalur inscription provides information related to which of the following Kingdoms?
a) Chera
b) Cholas
c) Pandyas
d) Pallavas
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He also convened the Fourth Buddhist Council to discuss matters relating to Buddhist theology
and doctrine. (Hence, Option B is incorrect). It was held at the Kundalavana monastery near
Srinagar in Kashmir under the presidentship of Vasumitra. About 500 monks attended the
Council. The Council prepared an authoritative commentary on the Tripitakas and the Mahayana
doctrine was given final shape.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution: (a)
Justification:

Padirruppattu also provides information on Chera kings. Perum Sorru Udhiyan Cheralathan,
Imayavaramban Nedum Cheralathan and Cheran Senguttuvan were the famous rulers of this
dynasty.
42. Which of the following officers headed the Revenue Department in the Mauryan Kingdom?
a) Amatya
b) Samaharta
c) Yuvaraja
d) Adhyaksha
Solution: b
Justification:
Mauryan Administration
Central Government:
The ascendancy of the Mauryas had resulted in the triumph of monarchy in India. Other systems
like republics and oligarchies that were prevalent in the pre-Mauryan India had collapsed.
Although Kautilya the foremost political theorist of ancient India supported the monarchial form
of government, he did not stand for royal absolutism. He advocated that the king should take the
advice of his ministry in running the administration. Therefore, a council of matters. It consisted
of Purohita, Mahamantri, Senapati and Yuvaraja. There were civil servants called Amatyas to
look after the day-to-day administration. These officers were similar to the IAS officers of
independent India. The method of selection of Amatyas was elaborately given by Kautilya. Asoka
appointed Dhamma Mahamatras to supervise the spread of Dhamma. Thus the Mauryan state
had a well-organized civil service.
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The Cheras ruled over parts of modern Kerala. Their capital was Vanji and their important
seaports were Tondi and Musiri. They had the palmyra flowers as their garland. The Pugalur
inscription of the first century A.D refers to three generations of Chera rulers.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Revenue Department:
Samharta, the chief of the Revenue Department, was in charge of the collection of all revenues of
the empire.

43. Consider the following statements.
1. Caves under Mauryan rule had polished interior walls
2. The Greeks called Samudragupta, ‘Amitragatha’ – meaning Slayer of Enemies
Which of the above statements is/are Correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: a
Justification:
Statement 1:
The caves presented to the Ajivikas by Asoka and his son Dasaratha remain important heritage
of the Mauryas. Their interior walls are polished like mirror. These were meant to be residences
of monks. The caves at Barabar hills near Bodh Gaya are Wonderful pieces of Mauryan
architecture. (Hence, Statement 1 is correct)
Statement 2:
Bindusara was called by the Greeks as “Amitragatha” meaning slayer of enemies. He is said to
have conquered the Deccan up to Mysore. Taranatha, the Tibetan monk states that Bindusara
conquered 16 states comprising ‘the land between the two seas’.The Sangam Tamil literature
also confirms the Mauryan invasion of the far south. Therefore, it can be said that the Mauryan
Empire under Bindusara extended up to Mysore. (Hence, statement 2 is incorrect).
Source: Tamil Nadu History text book class 11
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Source: Tamil Nadu History text book class 11

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
44. Which of the above statement is/are correct about Gandhara art?
1. Its major theme was Mahayanism
2. Realism was its dominant feature
Select the correct answer using the codes below:
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
Justification:
The salient features of Gandhara art are:
Moulding human body in a realistic manner with minute attention to physical features like
muscles, moustache and curtly hair. (Hence, statement 2 is correct)
Thick drapery with large and bold fold lines.
Rich carving, elaborate ornamentation and symbolic expressions.
The main theme was the new form of Buddhism – Mahayanism. (Hence, statement 1 is correct)
The evolution of an image of Buddha.
Source: Tamil Nadu History text book class 11
45. Which of the above statement is/are correct about Gupta Administration?
1. Sandivigraha was a minister meant for foreign affairs.
2. It consisted of an elaborate spy system.
Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: a
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a) 1 only

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Justification:

The king maintained a close contact with the provincial administration through a class of officials
called Kumaramatyas and Ayuktas. Provinces in the Gupta Empire were known as Bhuktis and
provincial governors as Uparikas. They were mostly chosen from among the princes. Bhuktis
were subdivided into Vishyas or districts. They were governed by Vishyapatis. Nagara Sreshtis
were the officers looking after the city administration. The villages in the district were under the
control of Gramikas. Fahien’s account on the Gupta administration provides useful information.
He characterizes the Gupta administration as mild and benevolent. There were no restrictions
on people’s movements and they enjoyed a large degree of personal freedom. There was no state
interference in the individual’s life. Punishments were not severe. Imposing a fine was a common
punishment. There was no spy system. (Hence, statement 2 is incorrect)
The administration was so efficient that the roads were kept safe for travelers, and there was no
fear of thieves. He mentioned that people were generally prosperous and the crimes were
negligible. Fahien had also appreciated the efficiency of the Gupta administration as he was able
to travel without any fear throughout the Gangetic valley. On the whole the administration was
more liberal than that of the Mauryas.
Source: Tamil Nadu History text book class 11
46. Tropical cyclones and subtropical cyclones are named to provide ease of communication
between forecasters and the general public regarding forecasts, watches, and warnings.
Cyclones in the North Indian Ocean basin are named by
a) International Meteorological Organization
b) World Meteorological Organization
c) Indian Meteorological Department
d) National Weather Service, USA
Solution: c)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/01/insights-daily-current-affairs-01-december2017/
The Cyclones worldwide are named by 9 regions — North Atlantic, Eastern North Pacific, Central
North Pacific, Western North Pacific, North Indian Ocean, South West Indian Ocean, Australian,
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According inscriptions, the Gupta kings assumed titles like Paramabhattaraka, Maharajadhiraja,
Parameswara, Samrat and Chakravartin. The king was assisted in his administration by a council
consisting of a chief minister, a Senapati or commander-in-chief of the army and other important
officials. A high official called Sandivigraha was mentioned in the Gupta inscriptions, most
probably minister for foreign affairs. (Hence, statement 1 is correct)

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Southern Pacific, South Atlantic. Cyclones in the North Indian Ocean basin are named by the
Indian Meteorological Department and the first tropical cyclone was named in 2004 as Onil
(given by Bangladesh).

47. With reference to the Controller General of Accounts, consider the following statements
1. It is the apex Accounting Authority of the Central Government
2. It ensures a sound and effective internal audit and pre-check system in the Civil Ministries
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/01/insights-daily-current-affairs-01-december2017/
Don’t get confused with CAG in first statement. CAG is apex Auditing authority whereas CGA is
accounting authority. However, as per CAG instructions it has the responsibility to ensure a
sound and effective internal audit and pre-check system in the Civil Ministries.
It is the Principal Accounting Adviser to Government of India and is responsible for establishing
and maintaining a technically sound Management Accounting System. The Office of CGA
prepares monthly and annual analysis of expenditure, revenues, borrowings and various fiscal
indicators for the Union Government.
You can read functions of CGA here: https://www.finmin.nic.in/relatedlinks/controller-generalaccounts
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Tropical cyclones and subtropical cyclones are named by various warning centers to provide
ease of communication between forecasters and the general public regarding forecasts, watches,
and warnings. The names are intended to reduce confusion in the event of concurrent storms in
the same basin. Generally once storms produce sustained wind speeds of more than 33 knots
(61 km/h; 38 mph), names are assigned in order from predetermined lists depending on which
basin they originate. However, standards vary from basin to basin: some tropical depressions
are named in the Western Pacific, while tropical cyclones must have a significant amount of galeforce winds occurring around the centre before they are named in the Southern Hemisphere.
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48. With reference to the Hornbill Festival, consider the following statements:
1. It is usually celebrated in the month of July, when monsoons are around
2. It is organised by the government to encourage inter-tribal interaction and to promote
cultural heritage of Nagaland
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: b)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-02-december2017/
Hornbill Festival is the most anticipated festivals of Nagaland held between December 1st to
December 10th every year.
The state of Nagaland is home to several tribes, which have their own distinct festivals. More
than 60% of the population of Nagaland depends on agriculture and therefore most of their
festivals revolve around agriculture. The Nagas consider their festivals sacred, so participation
in these festivals is essential. To encourage inter-tribal interaction and to promote cultural
heritage of Nagaland, the Government of Nagaland organizes the Hornbill Festival every year in
the first week of December. The first festival was held in 2000. The festival is named after the
Indian hornbill, the large and colourful forest bird which is displayed in the folklore of most of
the state’s tribes.
49. With reference to the Election Commission and Election Commissioners, consider the
following statements:
1. As per the Constitution of India the procedure for removal of the two Election
Commissioners is same as that for the Chief Election Commissioner
2. The CEC and the Election Commissioners have a tenure of six years, or up to the age of
65, whichever is earlier, and enjoy the same status and receive salary and perks as
available to Supreme Court judges
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

www.insightsias.com

38

www.insightsonindia.com

INSIGHTS IAS REVISION TESTS FOR UPSC CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM – 2018

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution: b)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-02-december2017/

It only provides that they cannot be removed from office except on the recommendation of the
CEC. The petition said the ambiguity about the removal procedure of the Election Commissioners
may affect the functional independence of the Commission.
Constitutional provisions:
The CEC and the Election Commissioners have a tenure of six years, or up to the age of 65,
whichever is earlier, and enjoy the same status and receive salary and perks as available to
Supreme Court judges.
Removal of ECs: The CEC and the Election Commissioners enjoy the same decision-making
powers which is suggestive of the fact that their powers are at par with each other. However,
Article 324(5) does not provide similar protection to the Election Commissioners and it merely
says that they cannot be removed from office except on the recommendation of the CEC.
50. With reference to the International Maritime Organization (IMO), consider the following
statements:
1. Indian is not a member of IMO
2. IMO is the United Nations specialized agency
3. IMO has responsibility for the safety and security of shipping and the prevention of
marine pollution by ships
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 3 Only
b) 2 Only
c) 2 and 3 Only
d) 1,2 and 3
Solution: c)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/04/insights-daily-current-affairs-04-december2017/
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A petition has been filed in the Supreme Court arguing that though the proviso to Article 324 (5)
of the Constitution safeguards the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) from arbitrary removal,
the same provision is silent about the procedure for removal of the two Election Commissioners.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
India has been one of the earliest members of the IMO, having ratified its Convention and joined
it as a member-state in the year 1959. India has had the privilege of being elected to and serving
the Council of the IMO, ever since it started functioning, and till date, except for two years for the
period 1983-1984.

The International Maritime Organization – is the United Nations specialized agency with
responsibility for the safety and security of shipping and the prevention of marine pollution by
ships.
51. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct?
1. Samudragupta was an ardent follower of Vaishnavism.
2. He patronized the great Buddhist scholar Vasubandu.
Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
Justification:
Samudragupta’s military achievements remain remarkable in the annals of history. He was
equally great in his other personal accomplishments. The Allahabad Pillar inscription speaks of
his magnanimity to his foes, his polished intellect, his poetic skill and his proficiency in music. It
calls him Kaviraja because of his ability in composing verses. His image depicting him with Veena
is found in the coins issued by him. It is the proof of his proficiency and interest in music. He was
also a patron of many poets and scholars, one of whom was Harisena. Thus he must be credited
with a share in the promotion of Sanskrit literature and learning, characteristic of his dynasty.
He was an ardent follower of Vaishnavism (Hence statement 1 is correct) but was tolerant of
other creeds. He evinced keen interest in Buddhism and was the patron of the great Buddhist
scholar Vasubandu. (Hence statement 2 is correct.)
Source: Tamilnadu class 11
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About IMO:
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52. Which of the following is/are the sources of history of Gupta Period?
The Puranas
Works of Vishakadatta
Mehrauli Iron Pillar inscription
Allahabad Pillar inscription
Travelogue of Fahein

Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) Only 2, 4 and 5
b) Only 2, 3, 4 and 5
c) Only 1, 2, 4 and 5
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
Solution: d
Justification:
There are plenty of source materials to reconstruct the history of the Gupta period. They include
literary, epigraphical and numismatic sources
Puranas — throw light on the royal genealogy of the Gupta kings
Contemporary literary works — Devichandraguptam and the Mudhrakshasam written by
Visakadatta provide information regarding the rise of the Guptas.
Chinese traveler Fahien, who visited India during the reign of Chandragupta II, has left a valuable
account of the social, economic and religious conditions of the Gupta empire.
Inscriptions –
Meherauli Iron Pillar(achievements of Chandragupta I)
Allahabad Pillar inscription — source for the reign of Samudragupta. It describes his personality
and achievements. This inscription is engraved on an Asokan pillar. It is written in classical
Sanskrit, using the Nagari script. It consists of 33 lines composed by Harisena. It describes the
circumstances of Samudragupta’s accession, his military campaigns in north India and the
Deccan, his relationship with other contemporary rulers, and his accomplishments as a poet and
scholar. The coins issued by Gupta kings contain legends and figures. These coins provide
interesting details about the titles and sacrifices performed by the Gupta monarchs.

Source: Tamilnadu class 1
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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53. Which of the following Pairs is NOT correctly matched.
Name of the work

Author

a) Vasavadatta

:

Amarsimha

b) Ashtangasamgraha

:

Vagabhata

c) Kritarjuniya

:

Bharavi

d) Ritusamhara

:

Kalidas

Solution: a
Justification:
Literature
The Sanskrit language became prominent during the Gupta period. Nagari script had evolved
from the Brahmi script. Numerous works in classical Sanskrit came to be written in the forms of
epic, lyrics, drama and prose.
The best of the Sanskrit literature belonged to the Gupta age. Himself a great poet, Samudragupta
patronized a number of scholars including Harisena.
The court of Chandragupta II was adorned by the celebrated Navratnas.
Kalidasa —












Shakuntala — Sanskrit drama — considered one among the ‘hundred best books of the
world’
Malavikagnimitra & Vikramorvasiya – plays
Raghuvamsa and Kumarasambhava – epics
Ritusamhara and Meghaduta — lyrics
Visakadatta — Mudrarakshasa and Devichandraguptam (Sanskrit dramas)
Sudraka — Mrichchakatika — rich in humour and pathos
Bharavi — Kritarjuniya — story of the conflict between Arjuna and Siva
Dandin — Kavyadarsa and Dasakumaracharita
Subhandhu — Vasavadatta
Vishnusarma – Panchatantra
Amarasimha — Amarakosa

The Puranas in their present form were composed during this period. There are eighteen
Puranas. The most important among them are the Bhagavatha, Vishnu, Vayu and Matsya
Puranas.
The Mahabharatha and the Ramayana were given final touches and written in the present form
during this period.
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Science
The Gupta period witnessed a brilliant activity in the sphere of mathematics, astronomy,
astrology and medicine.

However, these views were rejected by later astronomers like Varahamihira and Brahmagupta.
Varahamihira composed Pancha Siddhantika, the five astronomical systems. He was also a great
authority on astrology. His work Brihadsamhita is a great work in Sanskrit literature. It deals
with a variety of subjects like astronomy, astrology, geography, architecture, weather, animals,
marriage and omens. His Brihadjataka is considered to be a standard work on astrology.
In the field of medicine, Vagbhata lived during this period. He was the last of the great medical
trio of ancient India. The other two scholars Charaka and Susruta lived before the Gupta age.
Vagbhata was the author Ashtangasamgraha (Summary of the eight branches of medicine).
(Hence option a is correct.)
Source: Tamilnadu class 11
54. Which of the following is/are correct about universities of Ancient India?
1. Valabhi university was a Hinayana University.
2. The foundation of Nalanda University was laid by Kumaragupta I.
3. Nalanda University focused only on Mahayana doctrine and not other branches of
Buddhism.
Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) Only 2
b) Only 1 and 2
c) All of them
d) Only 2 and 3
Solution: b
Justification:
The Chinese travelers of ancient India mentioned a number of educational institutions. The most
famous among them were the Hinayana University of Valabhi (Hence statement 1 is correct)
and the Mahayana University of Nalanda. Hiuen Tsang gives a very valuable account of the
Nalanda University.
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Aryabhatta was a great mathematician and astronomer. He wrote the book Aryabhatiya in 499
A.D. It deals with mathematics and astronomy. It explains scientifically the occurrence of solar
and lunar eclipses. Aryabhatta was the first to declare that the earth was spherical in shape and
that it rotates on its own axis.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia

Source: Tamilnadu class 11
55. Who is the author of the Sanskrit work “Mattavialsa Prahasanam”?
a) Mahendravarman I
b) Narasimhavarman I
c) Rajasimha
d) Mahendravarman II
Solution: a
Justification:
Mahendravarman I was a follower of Jainism in the early part of his career. He was converted to
Saivism by the influence of the Saiva saint, Thirunavukkarasar alias Appar. He built a Siva temple
at Tiruvadi. He assumed a number of titles like Gunabhara, Satyasandha, Chettakari (builder of
temples) Chitrakarapuli, Vichitrachitta and Mattavilasa. He was a great builder of cave temples.
The Mandagappattu inscription hails him as Vichitrachitta who constructed a temple for
Brahma, Vishnu and Siva without the use of bricks, timber, metal and mortar. His rock-cut
temples are found in a number of places like Vallam, Mahendravadi, Dalavanur, Pallavaram,
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The term Nalanda means “giver of knowledge”. It was founded by Kumaragupta I during the
Gupta period. (Hence statement 2 is correct) It was patronised by his successors and later by
Harsha. The professors of the University were called panditas. Some of its renowned professors
were Dingnaga, Dharmapala, Sthiramati and Silabadhra. Dharmapala was a native of
Kanchipuram and he became the head of the Nalanda University. Nalanda University was a
residential university and education was free including the boarding and lodging. It was
maintained with the revenue derived from 100 to 200 villages endowed by different rulers.
Though it was a Mahayana University, different religious subjects like the Vedas, Hinayana
doctrine, Sankhya and Yoga philosophies were also taught. (Hence statement 3 is incorrect) In
addition to that, general subjects like logic, grammar, astronomy, medicine and art were in the
syllabus. It attracted students not only from different parts of India but from different countries
of the east. Admission was made by means of an entrance examination. The entrance test was so
difficult that not more than thirty percent of the candidates were successful. Discipline was very
strict. More than lectures, discussion played an important part and the medium of instruction
was Sanskrit. Recent archeological excavations have brought to light the ruins of the Nalanda
University. It shows the grandeur of this centre of learning and confirms the account given by
the Chinese pilgrims. It had numerous classrooms and a hostel attached to it. According to Itsing,
the Chinese pilgrim, there were 3000 students on its rolls. It had an observatory and a great
library housed in three buildings. Its fame rests on the fact that it attracted scholars from various
parts of the world. It was an institution of advanced learning and research.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Mandagappattu and Tiruchirappalli. He had also authored the Sanskrit work Mattavilasa
Prahasanam. His title Chitrakarapuli reveals his talents in painting. He is also regarded as an
expert in music. The music inscription at Kudumianmalai is ascribed to him. (Hence option a is
correct.)

56. Consider the following statements.
1. The Dutch founded their first factory in Surat in 1605.
2. Sultan of Bahamani issued the “Golden Farman” to the English Company in 1632.
Which of the above statement/s is/are NOT correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
Justification:
The Dutch East India Company was created in 1602 as “United East India Company” and its first
permanent trading post was in Indonesia. In India, they established the first factory in
Masulipattanam in 1605, followed by Pulicat in 1610, Surat in 1616, Bimilipatam in 1641 and
Chinsura in 1653. (Hence statement 1 is incorrect.)
Before the East India Company established trade in India, John Mildenhall, a merchant
adventurer, was the first Englishment who arrived in India in 1599 by the over land route,
ostensibly for purpose of trade with Indian merchants.
On 31st December, 1600, Queen Elizabeth granted a Charter to the Company named ‘The
Governor and Company of Merchants of London Trading in the East Indies’ the right to carry on
trade with all countries of the East. This company is commonly known as the English East India
Company.
For a few years, the English East India Company confined its activities to the spice trade with
Java, Sumatra and the Moluccas. But in 1608 Captain William Hawkins came to the court of
Jehangir with a letter from James I, king of England, requesting permission for the English
merchants to establish in India. But due to vehement opposition of the Portuguese and the Surat
merchants, Emperor Jehangir had to change his mind and Hawkin’s mission failed. Next year,
Jehangir issued a farman permitting the English to establish a factory permanently at Surat. In
1615, a British mission under Sir Thomas Roe succeeded in obtaining farmans from the Mughal
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Source: Tamilnadu class 11
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Court confirming free trade without liability to pay inland toll. In 1632 the English obtained from
the Sultan of Golconda the Golden farman granting them the right to trade throughout the
kingdom of Golconda on payment of a fixed customs duty of 500 pagodas per year. (Hence
statement 2 is incorrect.)

In 1714, an Englishman John Surman was sent to Delhi Court for securing trading facilities for
the company. He succeeded in obtaining from Emperor Farukhsiyar a farman in 1717, by which
the Company was permitted to carry on trade in Bengal, Bombay and Madras free of customs
duty. The Company was also permitted to mint its own coins. The Nawabs of Bengal, however,
showed scant regard for the imperial farman . .
Source: Spectrum
57. Which of the following statements is /are NOT correct about Farruksiyar’s Farman?
1. The English Company was permitted to issue dastaks for the transportation of
2. The English Company was permitted to rent more lands around Calcutta.
3. The coins of the company minted at Bombay were to have currency throughout Mughal
India.
Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) Only 2
b) None of the above
c) Only 3
d) Only 2 and 3
Solution: b
Justification:
Background:
In 1714, an Englishman John Surmanwas sent to Delhi Court for securing trading facilities for
the company.
He succeeded in obtaining from Emperor Farukhsiyar a farman in 1717
The East India Company secured valuable privileges in 1717 under the royal farman
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The Company obtained from the Nawab Shaja-ud-din a farman in 1651 granting the English the
right to carry on their trade on payment of a fixed duty of Rs. 3000 per year.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
What’s the Farman?
The Company was permitted to carry on trade in Bengal, Bombay and Madras free of customs
duty.
The Company was also permitted to mint its own coins.
Granted the Company the freedom to export and import their goods in Bengal without paying
taxes
Right to issue passes or dastaks for the movements of such goods.
The Company servants were also permitted to trade but were not covered by this farman. They
were required to pay the same taxes as Indian merchants. (Hence option b is correct.)
Source: Spectrum
58. Which of the following statement is NOT correct about Dupleix?
a) He was the first European to enter in the internal politics of the Indian rulers.
b) He was the originator of the practice of subsidiary alliance in India.
c) He led the French army in the Third Carnatic War.
d) He made Pondicherry the emporium of commerce in South India.
Solution: c
Justification:
Third Carnatic War 1757-63
The conflict between the France and England got renewed in 1756 in Europe, in the form of
Seven Years War, which is coterminous with the Third Carnatic War. The Third Carnatic war was
a local version of the Seven Years war in Europe. The Third Carnatic War put an end to the French
ambitions to create a colonial empire in India. The British Forces were able to capture the
French Settlements at Chandranagar in 1757. The French forces in south were led by Comte De
Lally. The British forces under Sir Eyre Coote, defeated the French in the Battle of Wandiwash in
1760 and besieged Pondicherry.
After Wandiwash, the French capital of Pondicherry fell to the British in 1761. When the Seven
Years war ended with the war concluded with the signing of the 1763 Treaty of Paris.
As per parts of this treaty, the Chandranagar and Pondicherry was returned to France. The
French were now allowed to have trading posts in India but forbade French traders from
administering them. The Government of France also agreed to support British client
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The Nawabs of Bengal, however, showed scant regard for the imperial farman

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
governments. This was the last nail in the coffin of the French ambitions of an Indian Empire.
British were now the dominant power in India. . (Hence option c is correct.)
Source: Spectrum

1. Mysore was annexed by William Bentick on the grounds of misgovernance which Ripon
restored later
2. Misls were a democratic set-up for military purpose organized by Sikhs.
Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
Justification:
Political events under William Bentick
After the Fourth Anglo Mysore war, a young Raja of Mysore of Wodeyar dynasty was placed on
the throne of Mysore. For a few years, the relations between British and Mysore remained
cordial. But in Late 1820s, there was a civil insurrection in Mysore. This was either due to the
financial oppressions of the British Resident or due to misgovemment and oppressive taxation
of the maharaja. These developments led to the British to take direct control over the Mysore in
1831. This arrangement continued till 1881, when Mysore was restored to native government,
and the lawful heir enthroned. (Hence statement 1 is correct.)
MISL
MISL is a term which originated in the eighteenth century history of the Sikhs to describe a unit
or brigade of Sikh warriors and the territory acquired by it in the course of its campaign of
conquest following the weakening of the Mughal authority in the country. The ‘Misldar’ was the
leader or commander of the ‘Misl’ or ‘army group’.
Scholars trying to trace the etymology of the term have usually based their interpretation on the
Arabic/Persian word “misi”. According to Stcingass, Persian-English Dictionary, the word means
“similitude, alike or equal”, and “a file” or collection of papers bearing on a particular topic.
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59. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct?

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
David Ochterlony defined misi as “a tribe or race;” Wilson as “a voluntary association of the
Sikhs;” Bute Shah as “territory conquered by a brave Sardar with the help of his comrades,”
Sayyid Imam udDin HusainI as a “derah or encampment.”

Misl in the meaning of a file or record (maintained according to some, at Akal Takht, under the
commander of the entire Sikh army, the Dal Khalsa) pertaining to a Sardar’s fighting force and
territorial acquisitions has been mentioned by Sita Ram Kohli. J.D. Cunningham had taken note
of this connotation of the word, too. He also traces the etymology of the word to maslahai which,
according to Steingass’ dictionary, means “a front garrison, a border fortification; armed (men),
warlike (people), guards, guardians.” (Hence statement 2 is correct.)
Source: Spectrum
60. Consider the following statement about socio-religious reforms of 19th century.
1. Karsondas Mulji started Satya Prakash in Gujarati to advocate widow remarriage.
2. K.Karve founded the Widow Remarriage Association.
Which of the above statement/s is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: a
Justification:
The Brahmo Samaj had the issue of widow remarriage high on its agenda and did much to
popularise it. But it was mainly due to the efforts of Pandit Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar (1820
91), the principal of Sanskrit College, Calcutta, that the Hindu Widows’ Remarriage Act, 1856,
which legalised marriage of widows and declared issues from such marriages as legitimate, was
passed by the Government. Vidyasagar cited Vedic texts to prove that the Hindu religion
sanctioned widow remarriage. Jagannath Shankar Seth and Bhau Daji were among the active
promoters of girls’ schools in Maharashtra. Vishnu Shastri Pandit founded the Widow
Remarriage Association in the 1850s. (Hence statement 2 is incorrect.)

www.insightsias.com

49

www.insightsonindia.com

INSIGHTS IAS REVISION TESTS FOR UPSC CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM – 2018

Ratan Singh Bhangu uses the term at several places in the sense of a “thdnd” or military/police
post; M’Gregor uses it in the sense of “a friendly nation;” Lawrence in that of “a brotherhood;”
Syad Muhammad Latif in that of “a confederacy of clans under their respective chiefs leagued
together;” and so on.
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Another prominent worker in this field was Karsondas Mulji who started the Satya Prakash in
Gujarati in 1852 to advocate widow remarriage. (Hence statement 1 is correct.)
Source: Spectrum

a) Sri Narayan Guru coined the slogan “one religion, one caste, one God for mankind”.
b) Raja Ram Mohan Roy set up Atmiya Sabha in 1814 to campaign against social evils.
c) Raja Radhakant Deb organized Dharma Sabha to counter Brahmo Samaj.
d) Brahmo Samaj took a definite stand on the doctrine of Karma by disregarding it
completely.
Solution: a
Justification:
During the 1920s in South India, the non-brahmins organized the Self- Respect Movement led by
E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker. There were numerous other movements demanding lifting of ban on
entry of lower castes into temples; for instance Sri Narayana Guru in Kerala led a lifelong struggle
against upper caste domination. He coined the slogan “one religion, one caste, one God, for
mankind”, which his disciple Sahadaran Ayyapan changed into “no religion, no caste, no God for
mankind”. (Hence statement a is incorrect. It Is the answer as question is asking not correct
statement )
As a reformist ideologue, Roy believed in the modern scientific approach and principles of
human dignity and social equality. He put his faith in monotheism. He wrote Gift to Monotheists
(1809) and translated into Bengali the Vedas and the five Upanishads to prove his conviction
that ancient Hindu texts support monotheism. In 1814, he set up Atmiya Sabha in Calcutta to
campaign against idolatry, caste rigidities, meaningless rituals and other social ills. (Hence
statement B is correct.)
Strongly influenced by rationalist ideas, he declared that the Vedanta is based on reason and
that, if reason demanded it, even a departure from the scriptures is justified. He said the
principles of rationalism applied to other sects also, particularly to the elements of blind faith in
them. In Precepts of Jesus (1820), he tried to separate the moral and philosophical message of
the New Testament, which he praised, from its miracle stories. He earned the wrath of
missionaries over his advocacy to incorporate the message of Christ in Hinduism.
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61. Which of the following statement is NOT correct?

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Roy’s progressive ideas met with;strong opposition from orthodox elements like Raja Radhakant
Deb who organized the Dharma Sabha to counter Brahmo Samaj propaganda. Roy’s death in
1833 was a setback for the Samaj’s. mission. (Hence statement c is correct.)







It denounced polytheism and idol worship;
It discarded faith in divine avataras (incarnations);
It denied that any scripture could enjoy the status of ultimate authority transcending/
human reason and conscience;
It took no definite stand on the doctrine of; karma and transmigration of soul and left it
to- individual Brahmos to believe either way; (Hence statement d is incorrect.)
It criticized the caste system. In matters of social reform, the Samaj attacked many
dogmas and superstitions. It condemned the prevailing Hindu prejudice against going
abroad. It worked for a respectable status for women in society—condemned sati,
worked for abolition, of purdah system, discouraged child marriages and polygamy,
crusaded for widow remarriage and for provisions of educational facilities, etc. It also
attacked casteism and untouchability though in these matters it attained only limited
success.

Source: Spectrum
62. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct about Paramahamsa Mandalis?
1. Founder of these Mandalis propagated the idea of polytheism.
2. They were primarily interested in breaking caste rules.
Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 or 2
Solution: b
Justification:
Paramahansa Mandali was a secret socio-religious group in Bombay and is closely related to
Manav Dharma Sabha which was found in 1844 in Surat. It was started by Mehtaji Durgaram,
Dadoba Pandurang and a group of his friends. Dadoba Pandurang assumed leadership of this
organisation after he left Manav Dharma Sabha. He outlined his principles in Dharma Vivechan
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The overall contribution of Brahmo Samaj may be summed thus—

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
in 1848 for Manav Dharma Sabha and “Paramhansik Bramhyadharma” for Paramahansa
Mandali. It was the first socio-religious organization of Maharashtra. Founded in 1849
Maharashtra, the founders of these mandli believed in one god. (Hence statement 1 is
incorrect.)

Source: Spectrum
63. Which of the following pairs is NOT correctly matched?
Harappan settlement

:

Craft production source

a) Shortughai

:

Lapis Lazuli

b) Lothal

:

Carnelian

c) South Rajasthan

:

Steatite

d) Balakot

:

Metal

Solution: d
Justification:
The Harappans procured materials for craft production in various ways. For instance, they
established settlements such as Nageshwar and Balakot in areas where shell was available. Other
such sites were Shortughai, in far-off Afghanistan, near the best source of lapis lazuli, a blue stone
that was apparently very highly valued, and Lothal which was near sources of carnelian (from
Bharuch in Gujarat), steatite (from south Rajasthan and north Gujarat) and metal (from
Rajasthan). (Hence option d is correct.)
Source: Spectrum
64. Which of the following act as the supporting evidences for historians who draw a conclusion
that Indus Valley Cilvilization was ruled by ‘Single State’?
1. Settlement Pattern
2. Weights and measures
3. Script
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They were primarily interested in breaking caste rules. At their meetings food cooked by lower
caste people was taken by the members. These mandali also advocated women’s education and
widow remarriage. (Hence statement is correct.)

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) Only 1
b) Only 1 and 3
c) Only 1 and 2

Solution: d
Justification:
Planned settlements, planned architecture and uniformity in it requires centralized authority.
(Hence statement 1 is correct.)
There was a common Weight and Measures used which was requires for trade. (Hence
statement 2 is correct.)
There was single script used in all the settlement which supports the theory of single state.
(Hence statement 3 is correct.)
Source: Themes Part 1
65. ‘Anicca’ in Buddhist Philosophy refers to?
a) The universe being soulless
b) The transience of the universe
c) The state of being without desire
d) The path of moderation between the severe extremes
Solution: b
Justification:
According to Buddhist philosophy, the world is transient (anicca) and constantly changing; it is
also soulless (anatta) as there is nothing permanent or eternal in it. Within this transient world,
sorrow (dukkha) is intrinsic to human existence. It is by following the path of moderation
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d) 1, 2 and 3

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
between severe penance and self-indulgence that human beings can rise above these worldly
troubles. In the earliest forms of Buddhism, whether or not god existed was irrelevant. (Hence
option b is correct.)

66. Consider the following statements
1. Ajivika sect was founded by Makkhali Gosala
2. It believed in the ‘Niyati’ doctrine
Which of the above statement/s is/are correct
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
Justification:
Ajivika was one of the nāstika or “heterodox” schools of ancient Indian philosophy, and the
ancient school of Indian fatalism. Purportedly founded in the 5th century BCE by Makkhali
Gosala, (Hence statement 1 is correct) it was a Śramaṇa movement and a major rival of early
Buddhism and Jainism. Ājīvikas were organised renunciates who formed discrete communities.
The Ājīvika school is known for its Niyati (“Fate”) doctrine of absolute determinism, (Hence
statement 2 is correct) the premise that there is no free will, that everything that has happened,
is happening and will happen is entirely preordained and a function of cosmic principles. Ājīvikas
considered the karma doctrine as a fallacy. Ajivika metaphysics included a theory of atoms
similar to the Vaisheshika school, where everything was composed of atoms, qualities emerged
from aggregates of atoms, but the aggregation and nature of these atoms was predetermined by
cosmic forces. Ājīvikas were atheists and rejected the authority of the Vedas, but they believed
that in every living being is an ātman – a central premise of Hinduism and Jainism.
Source: Themes Part 1
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Source: Themes Part 1

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia

67. Consider the following statements

Which of the above is/are correct?
a) Only 2
b) Only 2 and 3
c) Only 3
d) 1, 2 and 3
Solution: b
Justification:
The Pallavas introduced the art of excavating temples from the rock. In fact, the Dravidian style
of temple architecture began with the Pallava rule. . (Hence statement 1 is incorrect)
It was a gradual evolution starting from the cave temples to monolithic rathas and culminated
in structural temples. The development of temple architecture under the Pallavas can be seen in
four stages
Music, dance and painting had also developed under the patronage of the Pallavas. The
Mamandur inscription contains a note on the notation of vocal music. The Kudumianmalai
inscription referred to musical notes and instruments. The Alwars and Nayanmars composed
their hymns in various musical notes. Dance and drama also developed during this period. The
sculptures of this period depict many dancing postures. The Sittannavasal paintings belonged to
this period. . (Hence statement 2 is correct)
The commentary called Dakshinchitra was compiled during the reign of Mahendravarman I, who
had the title Chittirakkarapuli. (Hence statement 3 is correct.)
Source: Themes Part 1 and wiki

www.insightsias.com

55

www.insightsonindia.com

INSIGHTS IAS REVISION TESTS FOR UPSC CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM – 2018

1. The Dravidian style of temple architecture began with Cholas.
2. Sittanavasal paintings belong to the period of Pallavas
3. Dakshinchitra a commentary was compiled during the period of Pallavas

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
68. The reception given to a Persian embassy by Pulakesin II is depicted in a painting at
a) Badami Caves
b) Ajanta Caves
c) Ellora Caves

Solution: b
Justification:
The Chalukyas were great patrons of art. They developed the vesara style in the building of
structural temples. However, the vesara style reached its culmination only under the
Rashtrakutas and the Hoysalas. The structural temples of the Chalukyas exist at Aihole, Badami
and Pattadakal. Cave temple architecture was also famous under the Chalukyas. Their cave
temples are found in Ajanta, Ellora and Nasik. The best specimens of Chalukya paintings can be
seen in the Badami cave temple and in the Ajanta caves. The reception given to a Persian embassy
by Pulakesin II is depicted in a painting at Ajantha. The Chalukya temples may be divided into
two stages. The first stage is represented by the temples at Aihole and Badami. Among the
seventy temples found at Aihole, four are important.





Ladh Khan temple is a low, flat-roofed structure consisting of a pillared hall.
Durga temple resembles a Buddha Chaitya.
Huchimalligudi temple.
The Jain temple at Meguti.

Source: Tamilnadu class 11
69. Consider the following statements
1. Kailasa temple was built by Krishna I at Elephanta Island
2. Elephanta Island was originally called Sripuri
3. The most-imposing sculptures at Elephanta Island is Trimurthi.
Which of the above statement/s is/are correct?
a) Only 2 and 3
b) Only 3
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) Only 1 and 3
Solution: a
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d) Nasik Cave
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Justification:
The art and architecture of the Rashtrakutas were found at Ellora and Elephanta. At Ellora, the
most remarkable temple is the Kailasa temple. (Hence statement 1 is incorrect.)

The sculptural art of the Rashtrakutas reached its zenith in this place. There is a close similarity
between the sculptures at Ellora and those in Elephanta. They might have been carved by the
same craftsmen. At the entrance to the sanctum there are huge figures of dwara-palakas. In the
walls of the prakara around the sanctum there are niches containing the images of Shiva in
various forms – Nataraja, Gangadhara, Ardhanareesvara and Somaskanda. The most imposing
figure of this temple is Trimurthi. (Hence statement 3 is correct.) The sculpture is six metre
high. It is said to represent the three aspects of Shiva as Creator, Preserver and Destroyer.
Source: Tamilnadu class 11
70. The qualification to become a ward member in the villages under Chola administration did
NOT include which of the following?
a) Land Ownership
b) Age qualifications
c) Knowledge of both Vedas and Puranas
d) Resident ownership
Solution: c
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It was excavated during the reign of Krishna I. It is carved out of a massive block of rock 200 feet
long, and 100 feet in breadth and height. The temple consists of four parts – the main shrine, the
entrance gateway, an intermediate shrine for Nandi and mandapa surrounding the courtyard.
The temple stands on a lofty plinth 25 feet high. The central face of the plinth has imposing
figures of elephants and lions giving the impression that the entire structure rests on their back.
It has a three-tiered sikhara or tower resembling the sikhara of the Mamallapuram rathas. In the
interior of the temple there is a pillared hall which has sixteen square pillars. The Kailasa temple
is an architectural marvel with it beautiful sculptures. The sculpture of the Goddess Durga is
shown as slaying the Buffalo demon. In another sculpture Ravana was making attempts to lift
Mount Kailasa, the abode of Siva. The scenes of Ramayana were also depicted on the walls. The
general characteristics of the Kailasa temple are more Dravidian. Elephanta is an island near
Bombay. It was originally called Sripuri. The Portuguese after seeing the large figure of an
elephant named it Elephanta. (Hence statement 2 is correct.)

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Justification:

– Ownership of at least one fourth veli of land.
– Own residence.
– Above thirty years and below seventy years of age.
– Knowledge of Vedas. (Hence option c is correct.)
However, certain norms of disqualification were also mentioned in the inscriptions. They were:





Those who had been members of the committees for the past three years.
Those who had failed to submit accounts as committee members.
Those who had committed sins.
Those who had stolen the property of others.

Source: Tamilnadu class 11
71. With reference to the Vyas Samman, consider the following statements:
1. It is given by the Uttar Pradesh government to outstanding Hindi literary works
2. It is awarded annually
3. It is given to a Hindi literary work published in the past 10 years
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 Only
b) 2 and 3 Only
c) 3 Only
d) 1,2 and 3
Solution: b)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/11/insights-daily-current-affairs-11-december2017/
Eminent Hindi writer Mamta Kalia will be honoured with literary award Vyas Samman for year
2017 for her novel “Dukkham Sukkham”. The author has earlier received “Yashpal Katha
Samman” from Uttar Pradesh Hindi Sansthan, “Sahitya Bhushan Samman” and “Ram Manohar
Lohia Samman”.
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The system of village autonomy with sabhas and their committees developed through the ages
and reached its culmination during the Chola rule. Two inscriptions belonging to the period of
Parantaka I found at Uttiramerur provide details of the formation and functions of village
councils. That village was divided into thirty wards and each was to nominate its members to
the village council. The qualifications to become a ward member were:

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
About Vyas Samman awards- facts:



72. Which of the following is/are part of solar activity?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Solar flare
Coronal mass ejections
Solar wind
Solar energetic particles
Geomagnetic storm

Select the correct answer using codes below:
a) 1,3 and 4 Only
b) 1,2,3 and 4 Only
c) 2,3,4 and 5 Only
d) 1,2,3,4 and 5
Solution: d)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/11/insights-daily-current-affairs-11-december2017/
All are part of solar activity.
Nicely given here:
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/sunearth/spaceweather/index.html#q2
73. According to the Representation of People’s Act a candidate can contest any election from
up to two constituencies. In which of the following elections can a candidate contest from two
constituencies?
1.
2.
3.
4.

By-elections
Parliamentary elections
State assembly elections
Biennial Council elections
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The Vyas Samman is given to a Hindi literary work published in the past 10 years.
Eminent literary critic and poet Ram Vilas Sharma is the first recipient of this award in
1991.
The writer will receive an amount of Rs 3.5 lakh as the prize money.
It is awarded annually by the K.K. Birla Foundation.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Select the correct answer using codes below:
a) 2 and 3 Only
b) 1,2 and 3 Only
c) 2,3 and 4 Only

Solution: d)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/12/insights-daily-current-affairs-12-december2017/
Section 33(7) of the Representation of People’s Act permits a candidate to contest any election
(Parliamentary, State Assembly, Biennial Council, or bye-elections) from up to two
constituencies. The provision was introduced in 1996 prior to which there was no bar on the
number of constituencies from which a candidate could contest.
74. With reference to the LaQshya initiative of the union government, consider the following
statements:
1. It is an initiative by the Ministry of Defence
2. Under this initiative, soldiers who are manning are provided with advanced technology
for better border surveillance
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: d)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/12/insights-daily-current-affairs-12-december2017/
The government has launched “LaQshya – Labour Room Quality Improvement Initiative, a Safe
Delivery Mobile Application for health workers who manage normal and complicated deliveries
in the peripheral areas.
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d) 1,2,3 and 4

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
About LaQshya:
What is it? LaQshya is mobile app for health workers who manage normal and complicated
deliveries in the peripheral areas. The goal of this initiative is to reduce preventable maternal
and new-born mortality, morbidity and stillbirths associated with the care around delivery in
Labour room and Maternity OT and ensure respectful maternity care.

75. Why do meteoroids explode before reaching Earth? Choose the most probable answer form
below options:
a) High-pressure air in the atmosphere causes meteorite’s dissipation
b) Radioactive elements in meteorites decay and explode
c) High speed meteorites generate heat in the space which causes explosion
d) None of the above
Solution: a)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/13/insights-daily-current-affairs-13-december2017/
When a meteor comes hurtling towards Earth, the high-pressure air in front of it seeps into its
pores and cracks, pushing the body of the meteor apart and causing it to explode.
There is a big gradient between high-pressure air in front of the meteor and the vacuum of air
behind it. If the air can move through the passages in the meteorite, it can easily get inside and
blow off pieces.
https://phys.org/news/2017-12-meteroids-earth.html
76. Consider the following statements.
1. Abul Hasan al Hujwiri wrote a book in Arabic called Kashful-Mahjub.
2. The book explains the meaning of Tasawwuf which forms the basis of Sufism.
3. He is reveredly called Data Ganj Baksh.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1 and 3
b) Only 2 and 3
c) 1,2 and 3
d) Only 3
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Aim: It aims to improve the quality of care that is being provided to the pregnant mother in the
Labour Room and Maternity Operation Theatres, thereby preventing the undesirable adverse
outcomes associated with childbirth.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution: b
Justification:

(Hence statement 1 is incorrect and 2 is correct.)
Hujwiri died in 1073 and was buried in Lahore. The grandson of Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni
constructed a tomb over his grave, and this tomb-shrine became a site of pilgrimage for his
devotees, especially on his death anniversary. Even today Hujwiri is revered as Data Ganj Bakhsh
or “Giver who bestows treasures” and his mausoleum is called Data Darbar or “Court of the
Giver”.
(Hence statement 3 is correct.)
Source: Themes part II
77. Which of the following statements is/are NOT correct?
1. Shankaradeva encouraged the establishment of Satra for transmission of spiritual
knowledge.
2. He is credited with devising Borgeet, Sattriya and Brajavali.
3. He started the religious movement called Ekasarana Dharma.
Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) 1, 2 and 3
b) None of them
c) Only 2
d) Only 2 and 3
Solution: b
Justification:
In the late fifteenth century, Shankaradeva emerged as one of the leading proponents of
Vaishnavism in Assam. His teachings, often known as the Bhagavati dharma because they were
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In 1039 Abu’l Hasan al Hujwiri, a native of Hujwir near Ghazni in Afghanistan, was forced to cross
the Indus as a captive of the invading Turkish army. He settled in Lahore and wrote a book in
Persian called the Kashful- Mahjub (Unveiling of the Veiled) to explain the meaning of tasawwuf,
and those who practised it, that is, the sufi.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia

He is widely credited with building on past cultural relics and devising new forms of music
(Borgeet), theatrical performance (Ankia Naat, Bhaona), dance (Sattriya), literary language
(Brajavali). (Hence statement 2 is correct.)
Besides, he has left an extensive literary oeuvre of trans-created scriptures (Bhagavat of
Sankardev), poetry and theological works written in Sanskrit, Assamese and Brajavali. The
Bhagavatic religious movement he started, Ekasarana Dharma and also called Neo-Vaishnavite.
(Hence statement 3 is correct.)
Movement influenced two medieval kingdoms—Koch and the Ahom kingdoms—and the
assembly of devotees he initiated evolved into Sattras over time, which continue to be important
socio-religious institutions in Assam and to a lesser extend inNorth Bengal. Sankardev inspired
the Bhakti movement in Assam just as Guru Nanak,Ramananda, Kabir, Basava and Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu inspired it elsewhere in the Indian subcontinent. His influence spread even to some
kingdoms as the Matak Kingdom founded by Bharat Singha, and consolidated by Sarbanda
Singha in the latter 18th century endorsed his teachings.
(None of the statements is incorrect. Hence option b is correct)
Source: Themes part II
78. What does “Asiatic mode of production” according to Karl Marx refer to?
1. The state of production in Asian Countries before the onset of colonialism.
2. In such a state, society was composed of a large number of internally egalitarian village
communities.
3. Imperial court would appropriate surplus from these communities through a middle
class.
Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) Only 1
b) Only 2 and 3
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) Only 1 and 2
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based on the Bhagavad Gita and the Bhagavata Purana, focused on absolute surrender to the
supreme deity, in this case Vishnu. He emphasised the need for naam kirtan, recitation of the
names of the lord in sat sanga or congregations of pious devotees. He also encouraged the
establishment of satra (Hence statement 1 is correct.) or monasteries for the transmission of
spiritual knowledge, and naam ghar or prayer halls. Many of these institutions and practices
continue to flourish in the region. His major compositions include the Kirtana-ghosha.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution: d
Justification:

(Hence option d is correct.)
Source: Themes part II
79. Which of the following pairs is NOT correctly matched?
Traveller

Place

a) Seydi Ali Reis

Turkey

b) Peter Mundy

England

c) Afanasi Nikitin

Russia

d) Francois Bernier

Spain

Solution: d
Justification:
Tenth-eleventh centuries
973-1048: Muhammad ibn Ahmad Abu Raihan al-Biruni (from Uzbekistan)
Thirteenth century
1254-1323: Marco Polo (from Italy)

www.insightsias.com

64

www.insightsonindia.com

INSIGHTS IAS REVISION TESTS FOR UPSC CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM – 2018

Bernier described Indian society as consisting of undifferentiated masses of impoverished
people, subjugated by a small minority of a very rich and powerful ruling class. Between the
poorest of the poor and the richest of the rich, there was no social group or class worth the name.
Bernier confidently asserted: “There is no middle state in India.” This idea was further developed
as the concept of the Asiatic mode of production by Karl Marx in the nineteenth century. He
argued that in India (and other Asian countries), before colonialism, surplus was appropriated
by the state. This led to the emergence of a society that was composed of a large number of
autonomous and (internally) egalitarian village communities. The imperial court presided over
these village communities, respecting their autonomy as long as the flow of surplus was
unimpeded. This was regarded as a stagnant system.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Fourteenth century
1304-77: Ibn Battuta (from Morocco)
Fifteenth century
1466-72: Afanasii Nikitich Nikitin (years spent in India) (fifteenth century, from Russia)
Sixteenth century
1518: Duarte Barbosa, d.1521 (from Portugal) (visit to India)
1562: Seydi Ali Reis (from Turkey) (year of death)
1536-1600: Antonio Monserrate (from Spain)
Seventeenth century
1626-31: Mahmud Wali Balkhi (from Balkh) (years spent in India)
1600-67: Peter Mundy (from England)
1605-89: Jean-Baptiste Tavernier (from France)
1620-88: François Bernier (from France)
(Hence option d is correct.)
Source: Themes part II
80. Consider the following statements
1. Al-Biruni disapproved the notion of pollution in Caste system of India as contrary to laws
of nature
2. Francois Bernier’s view of Mughal India was prejudiced by notion of European
superiority
Which of the above statement/s is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
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1413-82: Abd al-Razzaq Kamal al-Din ibn Ishaq al-Samarqandi (from Samarqand)

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Justification:

(Hence statement 1 is correct.)
Bernier’s Travels in the Mughal Empire is marked by detailed observations, critical insights and
reflection. His account contains discussions trying to place the history of the Mughals within
some sort of a universal framework. He constantly compared Mughal India with contemporary
Europe, generally emphasising the superiority of the latter. His representation of India works on
the model of binary opposition, where India is presented as the inverse of Europe. He also
ordered the perceived differences hierarchically, so that India appeared to be inferior to the
Western world. Bernier’s conclusion that there is no middle state in India is a product of such
model of binary opposition.
(Hence statement 2 is correct.)
Source: NCERT OUR PASTS-II
81. Which of the following is NOT correct about Indian Councils Act 1892?
a) It introduced an element of election for the first time.
b) The budget could not be voted upon.
c) Supplementaries could not be asked.
d) It brought about the non-official majority
Solution: d
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Al-Biruni tried to explain the caste system by looking for parallels in other societies. He noted
that in ancient Persia, four social categories were recognised: those of knights and princes;
monks, fire-priests and lawyers; physicians, astronomers and other scientists; and finally,
peasants and artisans. In other words, he attempted to suggest that social divisions were not
unique to India. At the same time he pointed out that within Islam all men were considered equal,
differing only in their observance of piety. In spite of his acceptance of the Brahmanical
description of the caste system, Al-Biruni disapproved of the notion of pollution. He remarked
that everything which falls into a state of impurity strives and succeeds in regaining its original
condition of purity. The sun cleanses the air, and the salt in the sea prevents the water from
becoming polluted. If it were not so, insisted Al-Biruni, life on earth would have been impossible.
The conception of social pollution, intrinsic to the caste system, was according to him, contrary
to the laws of nature.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Justification:
Number of additional members in Imperial Legislative Councils and the Provincial
Legislative Councils was raised. In Imperial Legislative Council, now the governorgeneral could have ten to sixteen non-officials (instead of six to ten previously).



Some of these additional members could be indirectly elected Thus an element of election
was introduced for the first time.



Budget could be discussed.



Questions could be asked. But there were certain limitations of these reforms.



The officials retained their majority in the council, thus leaving ineffective the non-official
voice. (Hence option d is correct.)



The ‘reformed’ Imperial Legislative Council met, during its tenure till 1909, on an average
for only thirteen days in a year, and the number of unofficial Indian members present was
only five out of twentyfour.



The budget could not be voted upon, nor could any amendments be made to it.



Supplementaries could not be asked, nor could answers be discussed

Source: Spectrum
82. What was the primary reason for the formation of United Indian Patriotic Association?
a) To develop sense of patriotism among the Indians
b) To counter INC propaganda
c) To provide a platform for the meet of princely rulers
d) To demand constitutional reforms from the British.
Solution: b
Justification:
The United Patriotic Association was a political organisation founded in 1888 by the founder of
the Aligarh Muslim University and Raja Shiv Prasad Singh of Benaras. Opposed to the Indian
National Congress, the group aimed to develop close ties between theMuslim community and
the British Raj.
(Hence option b is correct.)
Source: Spectrum
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83. Which of the following was/were the international influence/s on the rise of militant
nationalism in India?
Boer Wars
Japan’s victory over Russian.
Nationalist movements in Ireland and Russia.
Nationalist movements in Egypt and Turkey.

Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) Only 2 and 3
b) Only 1, 2 and 3
c) Only 2, 3 and 4
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Soultion: d
Justification:
International Influences: Remarkable progress made by Japan after 1868 and its emergence as
an industrial power opened the eyes of Indians to the fact that economic progress was possible
even by an Asian country without any external help. The defeat of the Italian army by Ethiopians
(1896), the Boer wars (1899-1902) where the British faced reverses and Japan’s victory over
Russia (1905) demolished myths of European invincibility. Also, the nationalists were inspired
by the nationalist movements worldwide—in Ireland, Russia, Egypt, Turkey, Persia and China.
The Indians realised that a united people willing to make sacrifices could take on the mightiest
of empires.
(Hence option d is correct.)
Source: Spectrum
84. Which of the following factors was/were defect/s of extremist movement of Indian National
Movement ?
1. Lack of consistency in its ideology .
2. Revivalist and obscurantist undertones attached to their idea.
Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
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1.
2.
3.
4.
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Solution: c
Justification:

Its leaders—Aurobindo, Tilak, B.C. Pal and Lala Lajpat Rai—had different perceptions of their
goal. For Tilak, swaraj meant some sort of self-government, while for Aurobindo, it meant
complete independence from foreign rule. But at the politico-ideological level, their emphasis on
mass participation and on the need to broaden the social base of the movement was a
progressive improvement upon the Moderate politics. They raised patriotism from a level of
‘academic pastime’ to one of ‘service and sacrifice for the country’. (Hence statement 2 is
correct.)
Tilak’s opposition to the Age of Consent Bill (which would have raised the marriageable age for
girls from 10 years to 12 years, though his objection was mainly that such reforms must come
from people governing themselves and not under an alien rule), his organizing of Ganapati and
Shivaji festivals as national festivals, his support to anti-cow killing campaigns., etc. portrayed
him as a Hindu nationalist. Similarly B.C. Pal and Aurobindo spoke of a Hindu nation and Hindu
interests
Though the seemingly revivalist and obscurantist tactics of the Extremists were directed against
the foreign rulers, they had the effect of promoting a very unhealthy relationship between
politics and religion, the bitter harvests of which the Indians had to reap in later years.
(Hence option c is correct.)
Source: Spectrum
85. What was the motto of the newspaper Punjabee started by Lala Lajapat Rai?
a) Self-help at any cost
b) Self-rule for India
c) Self-reliance for dignity of India
d) None of the above
Solution: a
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The Extremist ideology and its functioning also lacked consistency. Its advocates ranged from
open members and secret sympathisers to those opposed to any kind of political violence. .
(Hence statement 1 is correct.)
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Justification:

(Hence option a is correct.)
Source: Spectrum
86. Which of the following is NOT correct with respect to Morley-Minto reforms 1909?
a) Legislatures now got power to vote separate items in the budget.
b) Provincial Councils now had an elected majority
c) Provincial Councils now had a non-official majority
d) Separate electorate for the Muslims was introduced.
Solution: b
Justification:
The number of elected members in the Imperial Legislative Council and the Provincial
Legislative Councils was increased. In the Provincial Councils, non-official majority was
introduced, but since some of these non-officials were nominated and not elected, the overall
non-elected majority remained.
In the Imperial Legislative Council, of the total 68 members, 36 were to be the officials and of the
32 non-officials, 5 were to be nominated. Of the 27 elected non-officials, 8 seats were reserved
for the Muslims under separate electorates (only Muslims could vote here for the Muslim
candidates), while 6 seats were, reserved for the British capitalists, 2 for the landlords and 13
seats came under general electorate. The elected members were to be indirectly elected. The
local bodies were to elect an electoral college, which in turn would elect members of provincial
legislatures, who in turn would elect members of the central legislature.
Besides separate electorates for the Muslims, representation in excess of the strength of their
population was accorded to the Muslims. Also, the income qualification for Muslim voters was
www.insightsias.com
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The Punjab extremism was fuelled by issues such as frequent famines coupled with rise in land
revenue and irrigation tax, practice of ‘begar’ by zamindars and by the events in Bengal. Among
those active here were Lala Lajpat Rai who brought out Punjabee (with its motto of self-help at
any cost) and Ajit Singh (Bhagat Singh’s uncle) who organized the extremist Anjurnan-iMohisban-i-Watan in Lahore with its journal, Bharat Mata. Before Ajit Singh’s group turned to
extremism, it was active in urging non-payment of revenue and water rates among Chenab
colonists and Bari Doab peasants. Other leaders included Aga Haidar, Syed Haider Raza, Bhai
Parmanand and the radical Urdu poet, Lalchand Falak’.
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kept lower than that for Hindus. Powers of legislatures both at the centre and in provinces were
enlarged and the legislatures could now pass resolutions (which may not be accepted), ask
questions and supplementaries, vote separate items in the budget but the budget as a whole
could not be voted upon.

(Hence option b is correct.)
Source: Spectrum
87. Which of the following statements is/are correct with respect to Zimmerman Plan?
1. German Empire initiated the plan.
2. It was a plan to support rebellions specifically in India.
Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: a
Justification:
Arthur Zimmermann was State Secretary for Foreign Affairs of the German Empire from 22
November 1916 until his resignation on 6 August 1917. His name is associated with the
Zimmermann Telegram during World War I. However, he was closely involved in plans to
support rebellions in Ireland and in India, and to assist the Bolsheviks to undermine Tsarist
Russia.
(Hence option a is correct.)
Source: Spectrum
88. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. Lucknow session of 1916 brought together the Congress and the Muslim League.
2. It accepted the separate electorate provision of Muslim League
3. It was presided by Annie Besant.
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One Indian was to be appointed to the viceroy’s executive council (Satyendra Sinha was the first
to be appointed in 1909).

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) Only 1 and 2
b) Only 1 and 3
c) All of them

Solution: a
Justification:
It was presided by Ambika Majumdar (Hence statement 3 is incorrect.)
(Hence option a is correct.)
Source: NCERT OUR PASTS-II
89. Which of the following is NOT correctly matched.
Category of land under Cholas

Person/group it was gifted to

a) Vellanvagai

Non-Brahman peasants

b) Tirunamattukkani

Temples

c) Pallichhandam

Brahmin institutions

d) Shalabhoga

Schools

Solution: c
Justification:
Chola inscriptions mention several categories of land.






Vellanvagai – Land of non-Brahmana peasant proprietors.
Brahmadeya – Land gifted to Brahmanas.
Shalabhoga – Land for the maintenance of a school.
Devadana tirunamattukkani – Land gifted to temples.
Pallichchhandam – Land donated to Jaina institutions.

(Hence option c is correct.)
Source: NCERT OUR PASTS-II
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d) Only 1
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90. Consider the following statements.
1. Dinpanah was the capital city built by Muhammad Bin Tuglaq
2. Quwwat al-Islam built under the Delhi Sultans was a congregational mosque
Which of the above is/are correct?
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: b
Justification:
Dinpanah was built by Sher Shahsuri, Muhammad Tuglaq built Jahapanaha (Hence statement 1
is incorrect.)
Quwwat al-Islam mosque and minaret built during the last decade of the twelfth century. This
was the congregational mosque of the first city built by the Delhi Sultans, described in the
chronicles as Dehli-I kuhna (the old city). The mosque was enlarged by Iltutmish and Alauddin
Khalji. The minar was built by three Sultans– Qutbuddin Aybak, Iltutmish and Firuz Shah
Tughluq.
(Hence statement 2 is correct.)
Source: NCERT OUR PASTS-II
91. “Kharaj” the term used in Medieval India refers to?
a) Tax on Cultivation
b) Tax on cattle
c) Tax on houses
d) Tax on Land
Solution: a
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a) Only 1
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Justification:

(Hence option a is correct.)
Source: NCERT OUR PASTS-II
92. ‘Zat’ under the Mansabdari system of the Mughals determined which of the following for a
Nawab?
1. Rank
2. Salary
3. Military Responsibilities
Select the correct answer with the codes below
a) Only 1
b) Only 2 and 3
c) Only 2
d) Only 1 and 2
Solution: d
Justification:
The term mansabdar refers to an individual who holds a mansab, meaning a position or rank. It
was a grading system used by the Mughals to fix (1) rank, (2) salary and (3) military
responsibilities. Rank and salary were determined by a numerical value called zat. The higher
the zat, the more prestigious was the noble’s position in court and the larger his salary.
(Hence option d is correct.)
Source: NCERT OUR PASTS-II

www.insightsias.com

74

www.insightsonindia.com

INSIGHTS IAS REVISION TESTS FOR UPSC CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM – 2018

As the Delhi Sultans brought the hinterland of the cities under their control, they forced the
landed chieftains — the samanta aristocrats — and rich landlords to accept their authority.
Under Alauddin Khalji the state brought the assessment and collection of land revenue under its
own control. The rights of the local chieftains to levy taxes were cancelled and they were also
forced to pay taxes. The Sultan’s administrators measured the land and kept careful accounts.
Some of the old chieftains and landlords served the Sultanate as revenue collectors and
assessors. There were three types of taxes – (1) on cultivation called kharaj and amounting to
about 50 per cent of the peasant’s produce, (2) on cattle and (3) on houses.
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93. Consider the following statements.
1. Akbar Nama is a three-volume history written by Abdul Fazl.
2. Second volume deals with Akbar’s ancestors
3. Ain-i-Akbari, the first volume deals with Akbar’s administration
a) Only 1
b) Only 1 and 2
c) Only 1 and 3
d) All of them
Solution: a
Justification:
Akbar ordered one of his close friends and courtiers, Abul Fazl, to write a history of his reign.
Abul Fazl wrote a three volume history of Akbar’s reign titled, Akbar Nama.
(Hence statement 1 is correct.)
The first volume dealt with Akbar’s ancestors and the second volume recorded the events of
Akbar’s reign. (Hence statement 2 is incorrect.)
The third volume is the Ain-I Akbari. (Hence statement 3 is incorrect.)
It deals with Akbar’s administration, household, army, the revenues and geography of his
empire. It also provides rich details about the traditions and culture of the people living in India.
The most interesting aspect about the Ain-i Akbari is its rich statistical details about things as
diverse as crops, yields, prices, wages and revenues
(Hence option a is incorrect.)
Source: Our pasts II
94. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. Tarak Nath Das an Indian student started a paper called Free Hindustan under the Ghadr
Movement.
2. Valentine Chirol called Aurobindo Gosh ‘the Father of Indian Unrest.’

www.insightsias.com

75

www.insightsonindia.com

INSIGHTS IAS REVISION TESTS FOR UPSC CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM – 2018

Which of the above statement/s is/are correct.
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Select the correct answer using the codes below:
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2

Solution: a
Justification:
Taraknath was an anti-British Bengali Indian revolutionary and internationalist scholar. He was
a pioneering immigrant in the west coast of North America and discussed his plans with Tolstoy,
while organising the Asian Indian immigrants in favour of the Indian independence movement.
He was a professor of political science at Columbia University and a visiting faculty in several
other universities.
With Panduranga Khankoje (B.G. Tilak’s emissary), Tarak founded the Indian Independence
League. Adhar Laskar arrived from Calcutta with funds sent by Jatin Mukherjee (also known as
Bagha Jatin), permitting Tarak to start his journal Free Hindustan in English, as well as its
Gurumukhi edition, Swadesh Sevak (‘Servants of the Motherland’) by Guran Ditt Kumar who
came from Calcutta on 31 October 1907. Free Hindustan has been claimed by Constance
Brissenden as “the first South Asian publication in Canada, and one of the first in North America.”
(Hence statement 1 is correct.)
Bal Gangadhar Tilak joined congress in 1890. Valentine Chirol called him “Father of Indian
Unrest”, who first of all demanded complete “Swarajya”. (Hence statement 2 is incorrect.)
(Hence option a is incorrect.)
Source: Bipan Chandra
95. Consider the following statements.
1. “Aranyer Adhkar” is a novel on Munda Rebellion.
2. It is authored by Mahashweta Devi.
Which of the following statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
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d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Solution: c
Justification:

(Hence option c is correct.)
Source: Wiki
96. The union government has decided to set up the first ever National Rail and Transport
University (NRTU) in Vadodara. Its purpose is
a) To create a resource pool of skilled manpower and leverage state-of-the-art
technology to provide better safety, speed and service in Indian Railways
b) To support ‘Startup India’ and ‘Skill India’ by channeling technology and delivering
knowhow
c) To set Indian Railways on the path of modernisation
d) All the above
Solution: d)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/21/insights-daily-current-affairs-21-december2017/
This university will set Indian Railways on the path of modernisation and help India become a
global leader in transport sector by enhancing productivity and promoting ‘Make in India’. It will
create a resource pool of skilled manpower and leverage state-of-the-art technology to provide
better safety, speed and service in Indian Railways. It will support ‘Startup India’ and ‘Skill India’
by channeling technology and delivering knowhow, and foster entrepreneurship, generating
large scale employment opportunities. This will lead to transformation of railway and
transportation sector and enable faster movement of people and goods. Through global
partnerships and accessing cutting edge technologies, India will emerge as a global centre of
expertise.
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Mahaswetah Devi was an Indian Bengali fiction writer and socio-political activist. Her notable
literary works include Hajar Churashir Maa, Rudali, and Aranyer Adhikar. She focuses on
Subaltern stories an incidents the novel Aranyer Adhikar focuses on fictionalized Munda
Rebellion which forms part of subaltern history.
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97. Recently STRIVE Project was signed by the Government of India with the World Bank. The
purpose of the project is to
a) Improve educational outcomes of SC/ST children
b) Improve educational outcome of girl children
d) None of the above
Solution: c)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/21/insights-daily-current-affairs-21-december2017/
STRIVE is an outcome focused scheme marking shift in government’s implementation strategy
in vocational education and training from inputs to results. STRIVE will focus to improve on the
quality and the market relevance of vocational training provided in ITIs and strengthen the
apprenticeship programme through industry-cluster approach.
98. India was appointed as the Kimberley Process (KP) Vice Chair for 2018 & Chair for 2019 in
the last plenary held in Dubai in November, 2016. Kimberley Process is
a) An international certification scheme that regulates trade in rough diamonds
b) An international association to recover lost diamonds that are of national significance
c) An international effort to regulate diamond prices
d) All the above
Solution: a)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/21/insights-daily-current-affairs-21-december2017/
The Kimberley Process is an international certification scheme that regulates trade in rough
diamonds. It aims to prevent the flow of conflict diamonds, while helping to protect legitimate
trade in rough diamonds. The Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) outlines the rules
that govern the trade in rough diamonds. The KPCS has developed a set of minimum
requirements that each participant must meet. The KP is not, strictly speaking, an international
organisation: it has no permanent offices or permanent staff. It relies on the contributions –
under the principle of ‘burden-sharing’ – of participants, supported by industry and civil society
observers. Neither can the KP be considered as an international agreement from a legal
perspective, as it is implemented through the national legislations of its participants.
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c) Improve quality of vocational education and training

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
What are Conflict diamonds? “Conflict Diamonds” means rough diamonds used by rebel
movements or their allies to finance conflict aimed at undermining legitimate governments. It
is also described in the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolutions.

a) Assam
b) Arunachal Pradesh
c) Sikkim
d) Uttarakhand
Solution: b)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/21/insights-daily-current-affairs-21-december2017/
The Pare Hydro Electric Project (2 x 55 MW) is planned as a run-of-the-river scheme on the
Dikrong River in the Papumpare District of Arunachal Pradesh.
The broad objective of the project is generation of hydroelectric power for socio-economic
development of the North Eastern Region.
The Dikrong is one of the major north bank tributaries of the river Brahmaputra, which
originates from the lesser Himalayan ranges in Arunachal Pradesh.
100. With reference to the National Service Scheme (NSS), consider the following statements:
1. It is a Centrally Sector Scheme
2. Its primary objective of developing the personality and character of the student youth
through voluntary community service
3. It is being implemented in Senior Secondary Schools, Colleges and Universities
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 2 and 3 Only
b) 2 Only
c) 1 and 3 Only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Solution: d)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/22/insights-daily-current-affairs-22-december2017/
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99. Recently a loan agreement has been signed for the project ‘Pare Hydroelectric Plant’ under
Indo-German Bilateral Development Cooperation. Pare Hydroelectric plant is located in
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NSS is a Centrally Sector Scheme. The Scheme was launched in the year 1969 with the primary
objective of developing the personality and character of the student youth through voluntary
community service. The ideological orientation of the NSS is inspired by the ideals of Mahatma
Gandhi. Very appropriately, the motto of NSS is “NOT ME, BUT YOU”.

NSS is being implemented in Senior Secondary Schools, Colleges and Universities. The design of
the NSS envisages that each educational institution covered under the Scheme has at least one
NSS unit comprising of normally 100 student volunteers, led by a teacher designated as
Programme Officer (PO). Each NSS unit adopts a village or slum for taking up its activities.

*****
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Programme Structure:

