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SERIES – 14 : EXPLANATIONS GS (Days 59-64) 

 

1.  A foreigner is travelling by Air India from Delhi to Mumbai. What will be this consideration in 
treatment of national income: 

a) Import 

b) Domestic consumption 

c) Exports 

d) None of the Above 

  

Answer : C 

If the net result is that money is coming in the circular flow, then it is treated as exports. In this 
case Air India is an Indian Company and a foreigner will be contributing money towards his 
travel. Therefore, overall there would be foreign exchange inflow and thus we can classify it as 
an export. 

 

2. What is the appropriate definition of cross price elasticity? 

a) It measures the responsiveness of price changes and quantity demanded 

b) It measures the responsiveness of demand for a commodity with respect to other 
commodities 

c) It measures the responsiveness of demand and supply 

d) It is the relation between price and income elasticity 

 

Solution: b 

Cross elasticity of demand or cross–price elasticity of demand measures the responsiveness 
of the quantity demanded for a good to a change in the price of another good, 

 

3. Production limiting programs are covered under which kind of subsidies in the WTO: 

a) Green box 

b) Blue box 

c) Amber box 

d) Special and differential box ( S&DT) 

  

Solution: b 

In WTO terminology, subsidies in general are identified by “Boxes” which are given the colours 
of traffic lights: 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Amber box — All domestic support measures considered to distort production and trade 
fall into the amber box. These include measures to support prices, or subsidies directly related 
to production quantities. 

Blue box 

 This is the “amber box with conditions” — conditions designed to reduce distortion. Any 
support that would normally be in the amber box, is placed in the blue box if the support 
also requires farmers to limit production. 

 At present there are no limits on spending on blue box subsidies. 

Green box — Subsidies that not distort trade, or at most cause minimal distortion. They 
have to be government-funded (not by charging consumers higher prices) and must not 
involve price support. 

 They also include environmental protection and regional development programmes. 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/negs_bkgrnd13_boxes_e.htm 

 

4. To get full benefit of demographic dividend, what should India do? 

a) promote skill development 

b) introducing more social security schemes 

c) reducing infant mortality rate 

d) privatisation of higher education 

  

Solution: a 

Skill development would enable wider participation of the workers in trade and industry and 
help in reaping the rewards of demographic dividend. 

 

5. Consider the following statements with respect to planning in India:  

1. Community development program aimed to bring about a social and economic 
transformation of village with the people participation. 

2. The second and third five year plan was based on wage goods model 

Which of the above statements is/are correct: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None of the above 

 

Solution: a 

The rationale and details of the Wage-Goods Strategy was explained in ‘Planning for an 
Expanding Economy’, published in 1956. But this strategy was rejected and instead, the 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Mahalanobis strategy was accepted by the Planning Commission for the second plan and 
the third plan as well. The Wage-Goods strategy mainly emphasizes on employment 
expansion, poverty eradication, reduction in income inequalities, etc. It insists on more 
investment in the Wage-Goods sector. It focuses mainly on the poor sections of society. (Hence 
statement 2 is incorrect.) 

The Planning Commission has defined the Community Development Programme in these 
words: “Community development is an attempt to bring about a social and economic 
transformation of village life through the efforts of the people themselves.”  (Hence 
statement 1 is correct). 

 

6. Consider the following about agriculture/commodities in India: 

1. NAFED maintains buffer stocks of pulses and oilseeds 

2. Cotton corporation helps the farmers in selling their produce at competitive rates. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None of the above 

 

Solution: c 

http://www.nafed-india.com/Home/CommonContentPage/5 

http://cotcorp.org.in/AboutUs.aspx 

NAFED — National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd. (NAFED)  

 It was established in1958. NAFED is registered under the Multi State Co-operative Societies 
Act. Its object is to promote Co-operative marketing of Agricultural Produce to benefit the 
farmers. 

 Under Price Stabilization Fund (PSF) Scheme NAFED took initiative for buffer stocking 
of  pulses. 

 NAFED is one of the central Nodal Agencies for procurement of 16 notified agricultural 
commodities of Oilseeds, Pulses and Cotton under Price Support Scheme (PSS) and 
continues to be the sole central Nodal Agency for procurement of Milling, Ball Copra and De-
husk Copra under Price Support Scheme. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

Cotton corporation of India 

It extending necessary marketing support to the cotton growers in selling their kapas 
produce at most competitive prices in the various market yards in all cotton growing States 
through timely intervention. 

Hence statement 2 is correct 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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7. Consider the following about coal sector in India: 

1. Recently the government has allowed commercial coal companies to start business in 
India 

2. Private coal mines do not exist in India 

Which of the above statements is/are correct: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None of the above 

 

Solution: a 

Private coal mines do exist but only for captive purposes such as in the case of ultra-mega 
power projects. 

 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/government-clears-opening-up-of-commercial-
coal-mining-to-private-firms/article22806187.ece 

 

8. Consider the following statements about various Banking Regulatory norms: 

1. The implementation of BASEL norms has been deferred indefinitely seeking resurrection 
of health of banking system 

2. RBI has deferred Ind-AS standards to 1st April,2019 

Which of the above statements is/are correct: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None of the above 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Solution: b 

The RBI has extended the transitional period for full implementation of Basel III Capital 
Regulations in India upto March 31, 2019, instead of as on March 31, 2018. This will also align 
full implementation of Basel III in India closer to the internationally agreed date of January 1, 
2019. 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

The Reserve Bank of India has deferred the adoption of Indian Accounting Standards (Ind 
AS) by banks, for a year, due to unpreparedness of banks to migrate to the new accounting 
system. 

Hence statement 2 is correct. 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/rbi-defers-ind-as-adoption-by-1-year-as-
banks-found-to-be-unprepared-2543523.html 

 

9. The Sandesh Pathak Application is for the benefit of: 

a) Improving health delivery outcomes 

b) Improving early warning system for the extreme events like cyclone, tsunami 

c) It is aimed at increasing literacy rate in country 

d) None of the Above 

 

Solution: d 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2014/11/27/e-technology-aid-farmers/ 

The Sandesh Pathak application, developed jointly by C-DAC Mumbai, IIT-Madras, IIIT 
Hyderabad, IIT Kharagpur, and C-DAC Thiruvananthapuram will enable SMS messages to be 
read out loud, for the benefit of farmers who may have difficulty in reading. It is usable by people 
who cannot read. A large population of farmers belongs to this category. So when they receive 
an SMS message either containing agriculture-related advice or some other thing, this app 
will read aloud the content. 

The app which is available for download from the Appstore of the Mobile Seva Project of 
government of India, is an Indian language SMS Reader. 

The app is part of the project launched by the Indian Government to help farmers read messages 
which may be of the following types: advice to solve farming problems — insect, disease, 
fertilizer or weed management; information on weather — such as forecasts; and updates on 
latest technology — for improving yield and much more. 

 

10. Which of the following are the key instruments of Money Laundering: 

1. Placement -> Layering -> Integration 

2. Round Tipping 

3. Participatory Notes 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Select you answers using the codes below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: b 

 

‘Round tripping FDI’. Here, money from a country (eg. India) flows to a foreign country 
(Mauritius) and comes back as foreign direct investment to India. 

Money Laundering: PNs are becoming a favourite with a host of Indian money launderers who 
use them to first take funds out of country through hawala and then get it back using PNs. 

 

11. Agreement on agriculture covers which of the following sub-agreements: 

1. Market access 

2. Domestic support 

3. Export subsidies 

4. CODEX standards 

Select your answer using the codes below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

c) 2, 3 and 5 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Solution: b 

Agreement on agriculture is based on three pillars and supported by a fourth through the SPS 
Standards. 

1. Market access is about allowing foreign agri products. 

2. Domestic support is about green box, blue box and amber box subsidies. 

3. Export subsidies 

Codex standard are the food standards prescribed by the FAO and WHO. 

 

12. What is true about dumping? 

a) It is the practice of flooding the market with goods 

b) It is the selling of products below cost of home market 

c) It is the practice of dumping second hand goods in foreign markets 

d) It is a form of boycott of foreign products 

 

Solution: b 

If a company exports a product at a price lower than the price it normally charges on its own 
home market, it is said to be “dumping” the product. 

WTO allows companies to protect themselves though anti-dumping as part of its safeguard 
mechanisms. 

 

13. Match the following pairs: 

Economic Systems    Idealogy  

1. Capitalism (market economy) A. Private ownership 

2. Socialism     B. Social ownership  

3. Communism     C. Classless society 

Which of the followings are correctly matched? 

a) 1-B 2-A 3-C 

b) 1-A 2-B 3-C 

c) 1-C 2-A 3-B 

d) 1-B 2-C 3-A 

 

Solution: b 

Capitalism —  Economic system based upon private ownership of the means of production and 
their operation for profit. Characteristics central to capitalism include private property, 
capital accumulation, wage labor, voluntary exchange, a price system, and competitive 
markets 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Socialism — economic and social systems characterised by social ownership and democratic 
control of the means of production.  Social ownership may refer to forms of public, collective 
or cooperative ownership, or to citizen ownership of equity. 

Communism — Economic and social system in which all (or nearly all) property and resources 
are collectively owned by a classless society and not by individual citizens. 

 

14. Receipts in budget can be capital or revenue. Which of these is/are capital receipts? 

1. Loan recoveries 

2. Provident funds deposits 

3. Grants 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: a 

Loan recoveries are the money, which the government had lent out in past, their capital comes 
back to the government when the borrowers repay them as capital receipts. long-term capital 
accruals to the government through the Provident Fund (PF), Postal Deposits, various small 
saving schemes (SSSs) and the government bonds sold to the public (as Indira Vikas Patra, Kisan 
Vikas Patra, Market Stabilization Bond, etc.) are also capital receipts. 

Grants are revenue receipts. 

 

15. Gross capital formation will increase if: 

1. gross domestic savings increases 

2. gross domestic consumption increases 

3. GDP increases 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) None 

 

Solution: d 

Gross capital formation, in simple terms is equivalent to investment made. It was earlier called 
gross domestic investment. The part of GDP that is used is called gross domestic consumption, 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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while the part that is saved is gross domestic savings (GDS). Some part of this GDS will be re-
invested back, and that is called gross capital formation. Now, an increase in GDP or GDS will 
not necessarily lead to an increase in capital formation. Because how much in invested back 
will depend on many other factors. 

 

16. Which of the following methods is not used in calculation of national income in India? 

a) income method 

b) expenditure method 

c) ad-hoc sample method 

d) value added method 

 

Solution: c 

Value Added Method: 

This is also called output method or production method. In this method the value added by each 
enterprise in the production goods and services is measured. Value added by an enterprise is 
obtained by deducting expenditure incurred on intermediate goods such as raw materials, 
unfinished goods (purchased from other firms from the value of output produced by an 
enterprise. 

Income Method: 

This method approaches national income from distribution side. In other words, this method 
measures national income at the phase of distribution and appears as income paid and or 
received by individuals of the country. Thus, under this method, national income is obtained by 
summing up of the incomes of all individuals of a country. Individuals earn incomes by 
contributing their own services and the services of their property such as land and capital to the 
national production. 

Expenditure Method: 

Expenditure method arrives at national income by adding up all expenditures made on goods 
and services during a year. Income can be spent either on consumer goods or capital goods. 
Again, expenditure can be made by private individuals and households or by government and 
business enterprises. 

 

17. What do you mean by a flagship programme? 

a) Any programme which is the symbolic of the main thrust of the nation’s 
developmental policy and so declared from time to time. 

b) Any programme which is the mainstay of the ministry 

c) Any programme which has greater than 10% share in allocation of funds for the 
ministry 

d) Any scheme which benefits a large section of the population especially women/SC/ST 

 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Solution: a 

Flagship schemes of the government of India are those schemes which are declared so by the 
union cabinet or the Development Evaluation Advisory Committee (DEAC) of Planning 
Commission. The list of flagship programmes can be modified by the DEAC or the Government 
from time to time. 

http://www.arthapedia.in/index.php?title=Flagship_Programmes 

 

18. Consider the following about money supply: 

1. Narrow money is also called M1 

2. Broad money is also called M3 

3. H or high powered money is synonymous with M3 

Select your answer using the codes below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

d) 2 and 3 only 

 

Solution: a 

Narrow money-money in forms that can be used as a medium of exchange, generally notes, 
coins, and certain balances held by banks. 

Broad Money-money in any form including bank or other deposits as well as notes and coins. 

High Powered Money– the total liability of the monetary authority of a nation 

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/m/moneysupply.asp 

 

19. What do you mean by universal primary education: 

a) Equality of educational opportunity to all irrespective of male and female 

b) Similar enrollment benchmarks for rural and urban areas 

c) Adequate opportunity to minorities in education 

d) Equal opportunities to SC/ST 

 

Solution: a 

The second goal in the United Nations Millennium Development Goal is to achieve Universal 
Primary Education, more specifically, to “ensure that by 2015, children everywhere, boys and 
girls alike will be able to complete a full course of primary schooling.” 

It means giving everyone an equal opportunity in education, regardless of their social class, 
gender, ethnicity background or physical and mental disabilities. 

Also sarva shiksha Abhiyaan aimed at universal primary education. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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20. Consider the following statements with reference to public goods: 

1. Public goods have free rider problem 

2. Public goods are non-exclusive in nature 

3. Public goods are non-rival 

4. Pure public goods cannot be charged for 

Select your answer using the codes below: 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1 and 2 only 

 

Solution: b 

In economics, a public good is a good that is both non-excludable and non-rivalrous in that 
individuals cannot be effectively excluded from use and where use by one individual does not 
reduce availability to others. 

Hence statement 2 and 3 are correct. 

Free rider problem is a situation where some individuals consume more than their fair share or 
pay less than their fair share of the cost of a shared resource. Since public goods are non rivalrous 
and non excludable there is no free rider problem associated with public good. 

Hence statement 1 is  correct. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Economists use the term Public Goods to refer to products (goods or services) that are difficult 
to keep nonpayers from consuming (no excludability), and of which anyone can consume as 
much as desired without reducing the amount available for others (no rival consumption). 

21. Which of the statements are correct with respect to Conservation International (CI)? 

1. It is an intergovernmental Organization. 

2. Its goal is to protect nature as a source of food, fresh water, livelihoods and a stable 
climate. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: b 

Explanation: 

During the inaugural session of the four-day Asia Pacific Regional Workshop of the United 
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), the four-day workshop (April 24-27, 
2018) trained the participants in the use of an innovative land degradation monitoring tool by 
Conservation International, for the reporting process of UNCCD.  

The participants were trained in the use of the state-of-the-art tool called “Trends.Earth” 
developed by Conservation International. 

Conservation International (CI) is an American non-profit environmental organization 
headquartered in Arlington, Virginia. Its goal is to protect nature as a source of food, fresh 
water, livelihoods and a stable climate. 

CI’s work focuses on science, policy, and partnership with businesses and communities. The 
organization employs more than 1,000 people and works with more than 2,000 partners in 30 
countries. CI has helped support 1,200 protected areas and interventions across 77 countries, 
safeguarding more than 601 million hectares of land, marine and coastal areas. 

Hence, statement 1 is incorrect and statement 2 is correct. 

Source: 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/environment/pollution/desertification-land-
degradation-drought-cost-india-2-54-of-its-gdp-study/articleshow/63944875.cms 

https://www.conservation.org/Pages/default.aspx 
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22. Which of the following diseases are under the list of Blueprint Priority Diseases of World 
Health Organization? 

1. Ebola 

2. Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS) 

3. Zika 

4. Disease X 

5. Japanese Encephalitis 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

Solution: c 

Answer Justification: 

List of Blueprint priority diseases 

2018 annual review of the Blueprint list of priority diseases: 

For the purposes of the R&D Blueprint, WHO has developed a special tool for determining the 
diseases and pathogens to prioritize for research and development in public health emergency 
contexts. This tool seeks to identify those diseases that pose a public health risk because of their 
epidemic potential and for which there are no, or insufficient, countermeasures. The diseases 
identified through this process are the focus of the work of R& D Blueprint. This is not an 
exhaustive list, nor does it indicate the most likely causes of the next epidemic. 

The first list of prioritized diseases was released in December 2015. 

Using a published prioritization methodology, the list was first reviewed in January 2017. 

February 2018 – Second annual review: 

The second annual review occurred 6-7 February, 2018. Experts consider that given their 
potential to cause a public health emergency and the absence of efficacious drugs and/or 
vaccines, there is an urgent need for accelerated research and development for: 

 Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fever (CCHF) 

 Ebola virus disease and Marburg virus disease 

 Lassa fever 

 Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) and Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS) 

 Nipah and henipaviral diseases 

 Rift Valley fever (RVF) 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 Zika 

 Disease X 

Disease X represents the knowledge that a serious international epidemic could be caused by a 
pathogen currently unknown to cause human disease, and so the R&D Blueprint explicitly seeks 
to enable cross-cutting R&D preparedness that is also relevant for an unknown “Disease X” as 
far as possible. 

Hence, option (c) is correct. 

Source: http://www.who.int/blueprint/priority-diseases/en/ 

 

23. Which of the following statements are correct with respect to national parks and 
sanctuaries? 

1. No grazing of any shall be permitted in a National Park. 

2. No livestock shall be allowed to enter except where such livestock is used as a vehicle by 
a person authorised to enter such National Park. 

3. No grazing shall be permitted in a sanctuary. 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: a 

Justification: 

National Park: 

No grazing of any livestock shall be permitted in a National Park and no livestock shall be allowed 
to enter except where such livestock is used as a vehicle by a person authorised to enter such 
National Park. 

Hence, statements 1 and 2 are correct. 

Sanctuary: 

The Chief Wildlife Warden may regulate, control or prohibit, in keeping with the interests of 
wildlife, the grazing or movement of livestock. 

Hence, statement 3 is incorrect. 

Source: http://envfor.nic.in/legis/wildlife/wildlife1c4.html 
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24. Mangroves, saltwater crocodile, Indian python, wild pigs and rhesus monkeys are found in 
which of the following national park? 

a) Bhitarkanika National Park 

b) Sundarbans National Park 

c) Nagarhole National Park 

d) Periyar National Park 

 

Solution: a 

Justification: 

Flora and Fauna of Bhitarkanika National Park 

Flora: Mangrove species, casuarinas, and grasses like the indigo bush. 

Fauna: The Park is home to the saltwater crocodile, Indian python, black ibis, wild boar, rhesus 
monkey, chital, darter, cobra, monitor lizard. Olive ridley turtles nest on Gahirmatha and other 
nearby beaches. Bhitarkanika has one of the largest populations of endangered saltwater 
crocodile in India and is globally unique in that, 10% of the adults exceed 6 m length. Nearly 
1671 saltwater crocodiles inhabit the rivers and creeks. Around 3,000 saltwater crocodiles were 
born during 2014 annual breeding and nesting season. 

Hence, option (a) is correct. 

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhitarkanika_National_Park 

 

25. Which of the following statements is/are correct with respect to Agenda 21? 

1. It is a comprehensive plan of action to be taken globally, nationally and locally. 

2. It is a non-binding action plan. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: c 

Explanation: 

Agenda 21 is a comprehensive plan of action to be taken globally, nationally and locally by 
organizations of the United Nations System, Governments, and Major Groups in every area in 
which human impacts on the environment.  

Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhitarkanika_National_Park
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Agenda 21 is a non-binding action plan of the United Nations with regard to sustainable 
development. It is a product of the Earth Summit (UN Conference on Environment and 
Development) held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992. 

Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

Source: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/outcomedocuments/agenda21 

 

26. Polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs) are found in which of the following substances? 

1. Plastics 

2. Furniture 

3. Electrical equipment 

4. Electronic devices 

5. Textiles 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

Solution: d 

Answer Justification: 

What are PBDEs? 

PBDEs are brominated hydrocarbons in which 2-10 bromine atoms are attached to the 
molecular structure. 

PBDEs are used as flame retardants in a wide variety of products, including plastics, 
furniture, upholstery, electrical equipment, electronic devices, textiles and other 
household products. 

At high temperatures, PBDEs release bromine radicals that reduce both the rate of combustion 
and dispersion of fire. 

PBDEs exist as mixtures of distinct chemicals called congeners with unique molecular structures. 

There are three types of commercial PBDE mixtures, including pentabromodiphenyl ether 
(pentaBDE), octabromodiphenyl ether (octaBDE) and decabromodiphenyl ether (decaBDE). 
DecaBDE is the most widely used PBDE globally. 

Hence, option (d) is correct. 

Source:  https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-
03/documents/ffrrofactsheet_contaminant_perchlorate_january2014_final_0.pdf 
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27. Which of the following statements is/are correct with respect to shale gas? 

1. Fracking is the technique used to extract the gas. 

2. Sand and ceramic are used in its extraction. 

3. Shale rocks where gas is trapped usually have very low permeability compared to 
sandstone rocks. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: d 

Justification: 

Throughout the world, different types of sedimentary rocks contain natural gas deposits, for 
example sandstones, limestones and shales. Sandstone rocks often have high permeability, 
which means that the tiny pores within the rock are well connected and gas can flow easily 
through the rock. In contrast, shale rocks where gas is trapped as a continuous 
accumulation throughout a large area usually have very low permeability, making gas 
production more complex and costly. 

Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

The shale gas boom in recent years has been due to modern advancement in technology 
in hydraulic fracturing (fracking) to create extensive artificial fractures around well 
bores. Shale exists in sedimentary basins and typically forms about 80% of what a well will drill 
through. As a result, the main organic rich shales have already been identified in most regions of 
the world. 

Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

The biggest apprehension in exploitation of shale gas is the hydraulic fracturing job wherein 
large amount of water mixed with fracturing fluids is injected at high pressure into the 
reservoirs. The horizontal drilling within the shale gas bearing zones has to be enabled to receive 
gas trapped in the horizontal shales. The use of sand/ ceramic with high pressure water 
helps to fracture the shales and the resultant deposits of sand in the fractures, keeps the 
pores open for the gas to leak into the horizontal wells. 

Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

Source: http://indiaenergy.gov.in/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Shale-gas-in-India-
Prospects-and-Challenges-1.pdf 
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28. Which of the following statements is/are correct with respect to Nuclear Reactions? 

1. The conditions needed for nuclear fusion are enormously high temperature and high 
pressure. 

2. The hydrogen bomb is based on thermonuclear fusion reaction. 

3. A nuclear bomb based on the fission of uranium or plutonium is placed at the core of the 
hydrogen bomb. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: d 

Justification: 

Nuclear fusion: Currently all commercial nuclear reactors are based on nuclear fission. But 
there is another possibility of nuclear energy generation by a safer process called nuclear fusion. 
Fusion means joining lighter nuclei to make a heavier nucleus, most commonly hydrogen or 
hydrogen isotopes to create helium, such as 2H + 2H → 3He (+ n) It releases a tremendous 
amount of energy, according to the Einstein equation, as the mass of the product is little less than 
the sum of the masses of the original individual nuclei. Such nuclear fusion reactions are the 
source of energy in the Sun and other stars. It takes considerable energy to force the nuclei to 
fuse. The conditions needed for this process are extreme – millions of degrees of 
temperature and millions of pascals of pressure. 

Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

The hydrogen bomb is based on thermonuclear fusion reaction. A nuclear bomb based on 
the fission of uranium or plutonium is placed at the core of the hydrogen bomb. This 
nuclear bomb is embedded in a substance which contains deuterium and lithium. When the 
nuclear bomb (based on fission) is detonated, the temperature of this substance is raised to 107 
K in a few microseconds. The high temperature generates sufficient energy for the light nuclei to 
fuse and a devastating amount of energy is released. 

Hence, statements 2 and 3 are correct. 

Source: NCERT Class X Chapter 14 

 

29. Which of the following statements is/are correct with respect to Chandrayaan-2? 

1. It is a totally indigenous mission. 

2. PSLV will be used as launch vehicle in this mission. 

3. It is comprised of an Orbiter, Lander and Rover. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: c 

Justification: 

Chandrayaan-2, India’s second mission to the Moon is a totally indigenous mission 
comprising of an Orbiter, Lander and Rover. After reaching the 100 km lunar orbit, the 
Lander housing the Rover will separate from the Orbiter. After a controlled descent, the Lander 
will soft land on the lunar surface at a specified site and deploy a Rover. 

Hence, statement 1 and 3 are correct. 

The mission will carry a six-wheeled Rover which will move around the landing site in semi-
autonomous mode as decided by the ground commands. The instruments on the rover will 
observe the lunar surface and send back data, which will be useful for analysis of the lunar soil. 

The Chandrayaan-2 weighing around 3290 kg and would orbit around the moon and perform 
the objectives of remote sensing the moon. The payloads will collect scientific information on 
lunar topography, mineralogy, elemental abundance, lunar exosphere and signatures of 
hydroxyl and water-ice. 

GSLV-F10/Chandrayaan-2 Mission is planned during second half of 2018. 

Hence, statement 2 is incorrect. 

Source: https://www.isro.gov.in/gslv-f10-chandrayaan-2-mission 

 

30. Which of the following statements is/are correct with respect to Biofuels Policy – 2018? 

1. It allows use of surplus food grains for production of ethanol for blending with petrol. 

2. It allows damaged food grains like wheat, broken rice, Rotten Potatoes, unfit for human 
consumption for ethanol production. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: c 

Explanation: 

The Union Cabinet has approved National Policy on Biofuels – 2018. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Salient Features: 

The Policy categorises biofuels as “Basic Biofuels” viz. First Generation (1G) bioethanol & 
biodiesel and “Advanced Biofuels” – Second Generation (2G) ethanol, Municipal Solid Waste 
(MSW) to drop-in fuels, Third Generation (3G) biofuels, bio-CNG etc. to enable extension of 
appropriate financial and fiscal incentives under each category. 

The Policy expands the scope of raw material for ethanol production by allowing use of 
Sugarcane Juice, Sugar containing materials like Sugar Beet, Sweet Sorghum, Starch 
containing materials like Corn, Cassava, Damaged food grains like wheat, broken rice, 
Rotten Potatoes, unfit for human consumption for ethanol production. 

Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

Farmers are at a risk of not getting appropriate price for their produce during the surplus 
production phase. Taking this into account, the Policy allows use of surplus food grains for 
production of ethanol for blending with petrol with the approval of National Biofuel 
Coordination Committee. 

Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

With a thrust on Advanced Biofuels, the Policy indicates a viability gap funding scheme for 2G 
ethanol Bio refineries of Rs.5000 crore in 6 years in addition to additional tax incentives, higher 
purchase price as compared to 1G biofuels. 

The Policy encourages setting up of supply chain mechanisms for biodiesel production from non-
edible oilseeds, Used Cooking Oil, short gestation crops. 

Roles and responsibilities of all the concerned Ministries/Departments with respect to biofuels 
has been captured in the Policy document to synergise efforts. 

Source: http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=179313 

 

31. Which of the following statements are correct with respect to viruses? 

1. Viruses have cells, which undergo rapid cell division. 

2. Viruses contain genes. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: b 

Explanation: 

A virus is a biological agent that reproduces inside the cells of living hosts. When infected by a 
virus, a host cell is forced to produce thousands of identical copies of the original virus at an 
extraordinary rate. Unlike most living things, viruses do not have cells that divide; new 
viruses are assembled in the infected host cell. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. 

But unlike still simpler infectious agents, viruses contain genes, which gives them the ability to 
mutate and evolve. Over 5,000 species of viruses have been discovered. 

Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Introduction_to_viruses#Effects_on_the_host_cell 

 

32. As per the guideline to create Eco Sensitive Zones (ESZs), which of the following statements 
are correct? 

1. It prohibits tourism activities like flying over protected areas. 

2. Commercial use of natural water resources, including groundwater harvesting is 
permitted in the protected areas. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: a 

Explanation: 

It prohibits tourism activities like flying over protected areas in an aircraft or hot air 
balloon, and discharge of effluents and solid waste in natural water bodies or terrestrial 
areas. 

Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

Felling of trees, drastic change in agriculture systems and commercial use of natural 
water resources, including groundwater harvesting and setting up of hotels and resorts, 
are the activities regulated in the areas. 

Hence, statement 2 is incorrect. 

Activities permitted in the areas include ongoing agriculture and horticulture practices by local 
communities, rainwater harvesting and organic farming, adoption of green technology and use 
of renewable energy sources. 

Source: http://www.moef.gov.in/sites/default/files/1%20Guidelines%20for%20Eco-
Sensitive%20Zones%20around%20Protected%20Areas.pdf 
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33. Which of the following statements is/are correct with respect to rainbow? 

1. The pattern of it always appear as VIBGYOR from top to bottom. 

2. A rainbow is a demonstration of the dispersion, refraction and total internal reflection of 
light. 

3. Bright sunlight, suspended droplets of water and the proper angle of sighting are the 
three necessary components for viewing. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: b 

Justification: 

A rainbow is a meteorological phenomenon that is caused by total internal reflection, 
refraction and dispersion of light in water droplets resulting in a spectrum of light 
appearing in the sky. It takes the form of a multi-coloured circular arc. Rainbows caused by 
sunlight always appear in the section of sky directly opposite the sun. 

Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

The net effect of the vast array of droplets is that a circular arc of ROYGBIV from top to 
bottom is seen across the sky. 

Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. 

Rainbows are not limited to the dispersion of light by raindrops. The splashing of water at the 
base of a waterfall caused a mist of water in the air that often results in the formation of 
rainbows. A backyard water sprinkler is another common source of a rainbow. Bright sunlight, 
suspended droplets of water and the proper angle of sighting are the three necessary 
components for viewing one of nature’s most splendid masterpieces. 

Hence, statement 3 is correct. 

Source: https://www.google.co.in/search?q=formation+of+rainbow&oq=formation+of+rainb
ow&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l5.9938j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8 

 

34. Recently, NASA launched InSight spacecraft to study which of the following celestial bodies? 

a) Moon 

b) Mars 

c) Sun 

d) Saturn 
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https://www.google.co.in/search?q=formation+of+rainbow&oq=formation+of+rainbow&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l5.9938j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.co.in/search?q=formation+of+rainbow&oq=formation+of+rainbow&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l5.9938j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia 

www.insightsias.com 23 www.insightsonindia.com 

IN
S

IG
H

T
S

 IA
S

 R
E

V
IS

IO
N

 T
E

S
T

S
 F

O
R

 U
P

S
C

 C
IV

IL
 S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

 P
R

E
L

IM
IN

A
R

Y
 E

X
A

M
 – 2

0
1

8
 

Solution: b 

Justification: 

NASA’s Interior Exploration using Seismic Investigations, Geodesy and Heat Transport (InSight) 
launched on a United Launch Alliance (ULA) Atlas V 401 rocket on May 5, 2018 from Space 
Launch Complex-3 at Vandenberg Air Force Base in California. 

InSight is the first interplanetary mission to launch from the West Coast, and will be the first 
mission to look deep beneath the Martian surface. It will study the planet’s interior by 
measuring its heat output and listening for mars quakes. InSight will use the seismic waves 
generated by mars quakes to develop a map of the planet’s deep interior. The resulting insight 
into Mars’ formation will provide a better understanding of how other rocky planets, including 
Earth were created. 

Hence, option (b) is correct. 

Source: 

https://blogs.nasa.gov/insight/2018/05/05/nasas-insight-spacecraft-now-on-its-way-to-
mars/ 

 

35. Birds Following Army Ants is an example for which of the following types of symbiotic 
relationship between organisms? 

a) Mutualism 

b) Parasitism 

c) Commensalism 

d) Competition 

 

Solution: c 

Justification: 

Commensalism is a type of symbiotic relationship between organisms in which one organism 
benefits without harming the other in any way. 

Other types of symbiotic relationships include mutualism, in which both the organisms involved 
benefit from each other, and parasitism, where one of the organisms is benefited, while the other 
is harmed. 

Many birds form a commensal relationship with some species of ants like the army ants. 
A great number of army ants trail on the forest floor, and while moving, stir up many 
insects lying in their path. The birds follow these army ants and eat up the insects that try 
to escape from them. The birds benefit by catching their prey easily, while the army ants 
are totally unaffected. 

Hence, option (c) is correct. 

Source: https://sciencestruck.com/examples-of-commensalism 
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36. What is ‘GREENE’? 

a) An E-Waste awareness initiative. 

b) A green energy initiative. 

c) An initiative to impart environmental education. 

d) An initiative for paperless transactions through e-commerce. 

 

Solution: a 

Justification: 

GREENE, An E-Waste awareness initiative supported by Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology (MeitY), Government of India. 

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has initiated the project 
“Awareness Programme on Environmental Hazards of Electronic waste” on March 31, 2015. This 
project is under the ‘Digital India’ initiative of the Government of India. The project is expected 
to have far reaching and significant impact on the growth of the country as it focuses on reuse 
and recycling of e-waste, which has the potential to conserve natural resources. The project has 
three components viz., Content Development, Inventory Assessment and Awareness Generation 
amongst different stakeholders. The project will help in effective implementation of E-waste 
Management Rules, 2016. 

Hence, option (a) is correct. 

Source: http://greene.gov.in/ 

 

37. Which of the following statements is/are correct with respect to methane emissions? 

1. Methane’s lifetime in the atmosphere is much longer than carbon dioxide. 

2. Natural processes in soil and chemical reactions in the atmosphere help remove 
methane from the atmosphere. 

3. Methane is more efficient at trapping radiation than Carbon Dioxide. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: b 

Justification: 

Human activities emitting methane include leaks from natural gas systems and the raising of 
livestock. Methane is also emitted by natural sources such as natural wetlands. In 
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addition, natural processes in soil and chemical reactions in the atmosphere help remove 
CH4 from the atmosphere. 

Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

Methane’s lifetime in the atmosphere is much shorter than carbon dioxide (CO2), but 
CH4 is more efficient at trapping radiation than CO2. Pound for pound, the comparative 
impact of CH4 is more than 25 times greater than CO2 over a 100-year period. 

Hence, statement 1 is incorrect and statement 3 is correct. 

Source: https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases#methane 

 

38. Which of the following statements is/are correct with respect to Genome Project-Write? 

1. It includes development of technologies for synthesis and testing of many genomes of 
microbes, plants and animals. 

2. Human Genome Project (HGP) – Write is a sub project of it to build an artificial human 
genome. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: c 

Explanation: 

The Genome Project – Write (also known as GP-Write) includes sub-projects like Human 
Genome Project-Write (HGP-Write), formally announced on 2 Jun 2016 is an extension 
of Genome Projects (aimed at reading genomes since 1984), now to include development of 
technologies for synthesis and testing of many genomes of microbes, plants and 
animals. This leverages two decades of work on Synthetic Biology and Artificial gene synthesis. 

The newly created GP-Write project will be managed by the Center of Excellence for Engineering 
Biology, a new non-profit organization. The researchers expect that the ability to synthesize 
large portions of many genomes would result in many scientific and medical advances. 

Human Genome Project–write (HGP-write), now underway to synthesise a human 
genome from scratch. The original HGP was a “read” in that it used chemicals and instruments 
to decipher the genome for the first time. The new project, its proponents say, is to write or 
build an artificial human genome with sophisticated bioengineering tools. 

Hence, both the statements are correct. 

Source: 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/Human-Genome-Project-The-
%E2%80%98Write%E2%80%99-track/article14401695.ece 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genome_Project-Write 
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39. Which of the following statements is/are correct with respect to MUNTRA tank? 

1. It is an unmanned tank. 

2. It can be deployed for surveillance and mine clearing. 

3. It can’t be deployed in areas where nuclear radiation risk is high. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: a 

Justification: 

Muntra is India’s first unmanned tank developed by the Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO). 

Muntra has three variants: 

 Muntra-S has been developed for unmanned surveillance missions. 

 Muntra-M is built for detecting mines. 

 Muntra-N, will be deployed in areas where nuclear radiation or bio weapon risk is 
high. 

Hence, statements 1 and 2 are correct and statement 3 is incorrect. 

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muntra 

 

40. Which of the following chemicals are used for cloud seeding? 

1. Calcium carbide 

2. Sodium Chloride 

3. Dry ice 

4. Liquid propane 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a) 4 only 

b) 3 and 4 only 

c) 1 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Solution: d 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muntra


Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia 

www.insightsias.com 27 www.insightsonindia.com 

IN
S

IG
H

T
S

 IA
S

 R
E

V
IS

IO
N

 T
E

S
T

S
 F

O
R

 U
P

S
C

 C
IV

IL
 S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

 P
R

E
L

IM
IN

A
R

Y
 E

X
A

M
 – 2

0
1

8
 

Justification: 

Carbon dioxide in the form of dry ice is also important in the making of artificial rain. This 
chemical is a colorless gas with chemical compound CO2. While carbon monoxide is carbon atom 
that bonds only with one oxygen atom, carbon dioxide bonds with two atoms and is not as 
dangerous as monoxide one. When it is in the form of ice, carbon dioxide will help to weigh down 
the clouds and press the trapped water to fall down to surface of the earth. Dry ice is not similar 
to ordinary ice so it functions purely as additional weight to the cloud and does not contain 
water. 

Propane is an alkane compound with three carbon atoms. It has the chemical formula of C3H8. 
Propane is a common substance used as fuel is a natural gas that often is colorless but under 
certain circumstance can turn into liquid form. Propane gas as cloud seeding material acts as a 
pusher to encourage the clouds to precipitate. The liquid form of it will also trigger the clouds to 
release a liquid form of itself, further cause rain. Propane needs other chemical to be able to 
properly run its function in cloud seeding. Regardless, propane is important in the process of 
artificial rain.  

During agitation state calcium carbide is used in the making of artificial rain. Calcium carbide 
along with calcium oxide acts as absorbers of water vapour. It consists of salt and urea or 
ammonium nitrate. This chemical is a calcium compound with formula CaC2. It is usually 
colorless but can also appear whitish. To produce calcium carbide, lime and coke mixture in an 
electric arc furnace reaction will result in calcium carbide. Furthermore, the role in artificial rain 
is to trigger precipitation in the sky clouds. 

Alternative chemical beside silver iodide to create artificial rain is sodium chloride. Sodium 
chloride is a chemical compound with formula NaCl. The formation of sodium chloride is one 
portion of sodium and one portion of chloride. Commonly known as salt, it is an ionic compound 
that can also acts as denser in artificial rain making. The chemical will make the cloud dense with 
big beads of water, further pushing them to create precipitation and drop rain onto the earth’s 
surface. The use of it is considered to be more expensive compared to silver iodide and is only 
used occasionally during extreme dry season.  

Hence, option (d) is correct. 

Source: https://azchemistry.com/chemicals-used-in-artificial-rain 

 

41. Rajya Sabha Chairman is the President of the following Parliamentary Forum 

1. Parliamentary Forum on Youth 

2. Parliamentary Forum on Population and Public Health 

3. Parliamentary Forum on Global Warming and Climate Change 

4. Parliamentary Forum on Water Conservation and Management 

Select from the codes below 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 3 and 4 only 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Answer – b 

At present, there are six Parliamentary forums 

1. Parliamentary Forum on Water Conservation and Management (2005) 

2. Parliamentary Forum on Youth (2006) 

3. Parliamentary Forum on Children (2006) 

4. Parliamentary Forum on Population and Public Health (2006) 

5. Parliamentary Forum on Global Warming and Climate Change (2008) 

6. Parliamentary Forum on Disaster Management (2011) 

 Speaker of Lok Sabha is the President of all the Forums except the Parliamentary Forum on 
Population and Public Health wherein the Chairman of Rajya Sabha is the President and the 
Speaker is the Co-President. The Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha, the Deputy Speaker of 
Lok Sabha, the concerned Ministers and the Chairmen of Departmentally Related Standing 
Committees are the exofficio Vice Presidents of the respective Forums 

 

42. Governor of a state during term of office is completely immune 

1. For the official acts 

2. From criminal proceedings 

3. From civil proceedings 

Select the right code 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) All of the above 

  

Answer – a 

 He enjoys personal immunity from legal liability for his official acts. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

  

 During his term of office, he is immune from any criminal proceedings, even in respect of 
his personal acts. 

Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 He cannot be arrested or imprisoned. However, after giving two months’ notice, civil 
proceedings can be instituted against him during his term of office in respect of his 
personal acts. 

Hence statement 3 is incorrect. 
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43. Appointment of Tribal Welfare minister  is essential in which of the following states 

1. Gujarat 

2. Madhya Pradesh 

3. Odisha 

4. Jharkhand 

Select from the codes below 

a) 1 and 4 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 

c) 1 and 3 

d) 2 and 4 

  

Answer – b 

There should be a Tribal Welfare minister in the states of Chattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya 
Pradesh and Odisha appointed by Governor of the state. 

 

44. Consider the following statements about election process 

1. Model Code of Conduct comes into force when the announcement for the election is 
issued by the Election Commission in Press Conference, even before the notification. 

2. Returning officer or Assistant Returning Officer must himself/herself administer the oath 
of every candidate from his/her assigned constituency. 

Select from the codes below 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

  

Answer – a 

 The Commission normally announces the schedule of elections in a major press conference 
a few weeks before the formal process is set in motion. The Model Code of Conduct for 
guidance of candidates and political parties comes immediately into effect after such 
announcement 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

 It is necessary for a candidate to make and subscribe an oath or affirmation before an officer 
authorised by the Election Commission. For any particular election, the authorised persons 
are, principally, the Returning Officer and the Assistant Returning Officer for the 
constituency. In the case of a candidate confined in a prison or under preventive detention, 
the superintendent of the prison or commandant of the detention camp in which he is so 
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confined or is under such detention is authorised to administer the oath. And in the case of 
a candidate confined to bed in a hospital or elsewhere owing to illness or any other cause, 
the medical superintendent in charge of the hospital or the medical practitioner 
attending on him is similarly authorised. If a candidate is outside India, the Indian 
Ambassador or High Commissioner or diplomatic consular authorised by him can also 
administer oath/affirmation. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

 

45. Consider the following about transparency in election process 

1. EVMs were first used entirely in Loksabha elections in 2004. 

2. Election Expenditure Observers are appointed by the Election Commission to check 
undue election expenditure by political parties. 

3. Media coverage is allowed from counting halls only and not polling stations. 

Select from the codes below 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

  

Answer – a 

 Since 1998, the Commission has increasingly used Electronic Voting Machines (EMVs) 
instead of ballot boxes. In 2003, all state elections and by elections were held using EVMs. 
Encouraged by this, the Commission took a historic decision to use only EVMs for the Lok 
Sabha election in 2004. More than 1 million EVMs were used in this election. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

 Election Commission appoints a large number of Observers to ensure that the campaign is 
conducted fairly, and that people are free to vote as they choose. Election expenditure 
Observers keeps a check on the amount that each candidate and party spends on the 
election. Note that there exists thresholds for candidates to spend in the election, but not 
for the political parties, however election expenditure observers “observes”, if not regulate, 
both party and candidates. 

Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 In order to bring as much transparency as possible to the electoral process, the media are 
encouraged and provided with facilities to cover the election, although subject to 
maintaining the secrecy of the vote. Media persons are given special passes to enter 
polling stations to cover the poll process and the counting halls during the actual 
counting of votes. 

Hence statement 3 is incorrect. 
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46. Consider the following 

1. The offices of Attorney General and Solicitor General are created by the Constitution of 
India. 

2. Attorney General can be appointed as a member of some Parliamentary Committees. 

3. Attorney General can carry own his private legal practice in civil or criminal cases without 
any barrier. 

Select from the codes below 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

  

Answer – b 

 Only the office of the AG is created by the Constitution. Article 76 does not mention about 
the solicitor general and additional solicitor general, while it creates office of AG. 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

 In the performance of his official duties, the Attorney General has the right of audience in all 
courts in the territory of India. Further, he has the right to speak and to take part in the 
proceedings of both the Houses of Parliament or their joint sitting and any committee of 
the Parliament of which he may be named a member, but without a right to vote. He 
enjoys all the privileges and immunities that are available to a member of Parliament 

Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 Attorney General is not a full-time counsel for the Government. He does not fall in the 
category of government servants. Further, he is not debarred from private legal practice. 
However, he should not defend accused persons in criminal prosecutions without the 
permission of the Government of India. 

Hence statement 3 is incorrect. 

 

47. For the enforcement of Fundamental Rights through laws, the laws can be made by 

a) State legislature 

b) Parliament 

c) Both a and b 

d) Supreme Court 

  

Answer – b 

Most of the Fundamental Rights are directly enforceable (self-executory) while a few of them 
can be enforced on the basis of a law made for giving effect to them. Such a law can be made only 
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by the Parliament and not by state legislatures so that uniformity throughout the country is 
maintained  (Article 35). 

 

48. Some Fundamental Rights are available against the state. Which of the following can be 
termed as State as per Article 12 for enforcement of Fundamental Rights 

1. LIC 

2. District Court 

3. A private company undertaking road project under EPC moel 

4. Gram Panchayat 

Which of the above is/are correct 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 4 only 

c) 1, 3 and 4 

d) All of them 

  

Answer – c 

 The term ‘State’ has been used in different provisions concerning the fundamental rights. 
Hence, Article 12 has defined the term for the purposes of Part III. According to it, the State 
includes the following: 

a. Government and Parliament of India, that is, executive and legislative organs of the Union 
government. 

b. Government and legislature of states, that is, executive and legislative organs of state 
government. 

c. All local authorities, that is, municipalities, panchayats, district boards, improvement 
trusts, etc. 

d. All other authorities, that is, statutory or non-statutory authorities like LIC, ONGC, SAIL, 
etc. 

 Thus, State has been defined in a wider sense so as to include all its agencies. It is the actions 
of these agencies that can be challenged in the courts as violating the Fundamental Rights. 

 According to the Supreme Court, even a private body or an agency working as an instrument 
of the State falls within the meaning of the ‘State’ under Article 12 

 

49. Which of the following statements are true for Charter Act of 1853 

1. It separated the legislative and executive functions of the Company. 

2. The local representation was ensured in legislative council of the Governor-General. 

Select from the codes below 

a) 1 only b) 2 only 

c) Both d) None 
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Answer – c 

 It separated, for the first time, the legislative and executive functions of the Governor 
General’s council. It provided for addition of six new members called legislative councillors 
to the council. In other words, it established a separate Governor-General’s legislative 
council which came to be known as the Indian (Central) Legislative Council. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

 It introduced, for the first time, local representation in the Indian (Central) Legislative 
Council. Of the six new legislative members of the governor-general’s council, four members 
were appointed by the local (provincial) governments of Madras, Bombay, Bengal and Agra. 

Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 

50. Which of the following were the members of Drafting Committee of the Constitution 

1. BR Ambedkar 

2. KM Munshi 

3. Alladi Krishnaswamy Ayyar 

4. Syed Mohammad Saadullah 

Select from the codes below 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

d) All of them 

  

Answer – d 

 Among all the committees of the Constituent Assembly, the most important committee was 
the Drafting Committee set up on August 29, 1947. It was this committee that was entrusted 
with the task of preparing a draft of the new Constitution. It consisted of seven members. 
They were: 

1. Dr B R Ambedkar (Chairman) 

2. N Gopalaswamy Ayyangar 

3. Alladi Krishnaswamy Ayyar 

4. Dr K M Munshi 

5. Syed Mohammad Saadullah 

6. N Madhava Rau (He replaced B L Mitter who resigned due to ill-health) 

7. T T Krishnamachari (He replaced D P Khaitan who died in 1948) 
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51. Consider the following about the major Committees and their respective chairpersons 

1. Union Powers Committee : Jawaharlal Nehru 

2. Provincial Constitution 
Committee 

: Sarojini Naidu 

3. Advisory Committee on 
Fundamental Rights, 
Minorities and Tribal and 
Excluded Areas 

: Sardar Patel 

4. States Committee 
(Committee for 
Negotiating with States) 

: Jawaharlal Nehru 

Which of the above is/are correct 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1, 3 and 4 

d) All of them 

  

Answer – c 

1. Union Powers Committee – Jawaharlal Nehru 

2. Union Constitution Committee – Jawaharlal Nehru 

3. Provincial Constitution Committee – Sardar Patel 

4. Drafting Committee – Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 

5. Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights, Minorities and Tribal and Excluded Areas – 
Sardar Patel. This committee had the following sub-committes: 

(a) Fundamental Rights Sub-Committee – J.B. Kripalani 

(b) Minorities Sub-Committee – H.C. Mukherjee 

(c) North-East Frontier Tribal Areas and Assam Excluded & Partially Excluded Areas 
SubCommittee – Gopinath Bardoloi 

(d) Excluded and Partially Excluded Areas (Other than those in Assam) Sub-Committee – 
A.V. Thakkar 

6. Rules of Procedure Committee – Dr. Rajendra Prasad 

7. States Committee (Committee for Negotiating with States) – Jawaharlal Nehru 

8. Steering Committee – Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
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52. Consider the following statemets 

1. Rajendra Prasad was the Presiding Officer in the Constituent Assembly. 

2. Rajendra Prasad was elected President of India just after independence. 

Select from the codes below 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

  

Answer – a 

Whenever the Assembly met as the Constituent body it was chaired by Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
(Hence statement 1 is correct) and when it met as the legislative body, it was chaired by G V 
Mavlankar. These two functions continued till November 26, 1949, when the task of making the 
Constitution was over. On December 11, 1946, Dr Rajendra Prasad and H C Mukherjee were 
elected as the President and Vice-President of the Assembly respectively 

Constituent Assembly elected Dr Rajendra Prasad as the first President of India on January 
24, 1950. It’s not just after the independence. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

 

53. North-Eastern Council is a 

1. Statutory body 

2. Has Sikkim within its framework 

Select from the codes below 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

  

Answer – c 

 In addition to the Zonal Councils, a North-Eastern Council was created by a separate Act of 
Parliament—the North-Eastern Council Act of 1971. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

 Its members include Assam, Manipur, Mizoram, Arunchal Pradesh, Nagaland, Meghalaya, 
Tripura and Sikkim. In 2002, Sikkim was added as the eighth member of the North-
Eastern Council. 

Hence statement 2 is correct. 
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54. Vansadhara Water Dispute Council was established in 2010. Which of the following states 
were parts to it? 

1. Odhisa 

2. Andhra Pardesh 

3. Chhattisgarh 

4. West Bengal 

Select from the codes below 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 3 and 4 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1 and 4 only 

  

Answer – a 

 

 

55. Which of the following can be given independent charge of a ministry 

1. Minister of State 

2. Deputy Minister 

3. Parliamentary Secretary 

Select from the codes below 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) None of the above 
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Answer – a 

 The council of ministers consists of three categories of ministers, namely, cabinet ministers, 
ministers of state, and deputy ministers. 

 The ministers of state can either be given independent charge of ministries/departments or 
can be attached to cabinet ministers. In case of attachment, they may either be given the 
charge of departments of the ministries headed by the cabinet ministers or allotted specific 
items of work related to the ministries headed by cabinet ministers. In both the cases, they 
work under the supervision and guidance as well as under the overall charge and 
responsibility of the cabinet ministers. In case of independent charge, they perform the 
same functions and exercise the same powers in relation to their ministries/departments 
as cabinet ministers do. However, they are not members of the cabinet and do not attend 
the cabinet meetings unless specially invited when something related to their 
ministries/departments are considered by the cabinet 

 Next in rank are the deputy ministers. They are not given independent charge of 
ministries/departments. They are attached to the cabinet ministers or ministers of state and 
assist them in their administrative, political, and parliamentary duties. They are not 
members of the cabinet and do not attend cabinet meetings 

 There is one more category of ministers, called parliamentary secretaries. They are the 
members of the last category of the council of ministers (which is also known as the 
‘ministry’). They have no department under their control. They are attached to the senior 
ministers and assist them in the discharge of their parliamentary duties. However, since 
1967, no parliamentary secretaries have been appointed except during the first phase of 
Rajiv Gandhi Government. 

 

56. Consider the following 

1. National Commission for SC and STs became a multi-member Constitutional body in 
1990. 

2. National Commission for STs protects the practice of shifting cultivation by tribals. 

Select from the following codes 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

  

Answer – a 

 Originally, Article 338 of the Constitution provided for the appointment of a Special Officer 
for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs). 

 In 1978, the Government (through a Resolution) set up a non-statutory multi-member 
Commission for SCs and STs; the Office of Commissioner for SCs and STs also continued to 
exist. 
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 Later, the 65th Constitutional Amendment Act of 1990 provided for the establishment 
of a high level multi-member National Commission for SCs and STs in the place of a single 
Special Officer for SCs and STs. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

 In 2005, the President specified other functions of the Commission in relation to the 
protection, welfare and development and advancement of the STs, which included 
“measures to be taken to reduce and ultimately eliminate the practice of shifting 
cultivation by tribals that lead to their continuous disempowerment and degradation 
of land and the environment”. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

 

57. Consider the following statements 

1. DGP of BSF can restrict Fundamental Rights of BSF personnel. 

2. Fundamental Rights remains restricted in an area where martial law is in force. 

Select the right code 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

  

Answer – b 

 The application of fundamental rights to the members of armed forces, para-military forces, 
police forces, intelligence agencies and analogous services can be restricted or abrogated by 
the Parliament (Article 33). 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

 Their application can be restricted while martial law is in force in any area. Martial law 
means ‘military rule’ imposed under abnormal circumstances to restore order (Article 34). 
It is different from the imposition of national emergency. 

Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 

58. If the following restricts the movement of the women in a village, 

1. Gram Panchayat 

2. Khap Panchayat 

In which of the above, a writ petition can be filed in the Supreme Court directly? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 
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Answer – a 

 The term ‘State’ has been used in different provisions concerning the fundamental rights. 
Hence, 
Article 12 has defined the term for the purposes of Part III. According to it, the State includes 
the following – All local authorities, that is, municipalities, panchayats, district boards, 
improvement trusts, etc. 

 Khap Panchayat is only a traditional institution with no legal and constitutional mandate. 

Hence statement 1 is appropriate option. 

 A remedy under Article 32 is in itself a Fundamental Right and hence, the Supreme Court 
may not refuse to exercise its writ jurisdiction. The restriction on movement of women can 
be challenged under Article 14, 19 and 21. 

 

59. Consider the following about the Ninth Schedule 

1. The acts under the Schedule has decreased since its introduction in 1951. 

2. No Act under the Schedule can be challenged in the Courts. 

Select from the codes below 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

  

Answer – d 

 Article 31B saves the acts and regulations included in the Ninth Schedule from being 
challenged and invalidated on the ground of contravention of any of the fundamental rights. 
Originally (in 1951), the Ninth Schedule contained only 13 acts and regulations but at 
present (in 2013) their number is 282. 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

 In January 2007, the Supreme Court ruled that there could not be any blanket immunity 
from judicial review of laws included in the Ninth Schedule. The court held that judicial 
review is a ‘basic feature’ of the constitution and it could not be taken away by putting a law 
under the Ninth Schedule. It said that the laws placed under the Ninth Schedule after April 
24, 1973, are open to challenge in court if they violated fundamentals rights guaranteed 
under Articles 14, 15, 19 and 21 or the ‘basic structure’ of the constitution. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect 

 

60. A Constitutional Right other than Fundamental Right 

1. Can be regulated without the constitutional amendment by the legislature 

2. Is protected against executive action 

3. Allows moving to High Court through a writ petition 
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Which of the above is/are correct 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 3 only 

d) All of the above 

  

Answer – d 

 A constitutional right, say right to property, can be regulated ie, curtailed, abridged or 
modified without constitutional amendment by an ordinary law of the Parliament. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

 It protects violation against executive action but not against legislative action. Hence 
statement 2 is correct 

 In case of violation, the aggrieved person cannot directly move the Supreme Court under 
Article 32 (right to constitutional remedies including writs) for its enforcement. He can 
move the High Court under Article 226. 

Hence statement 3 is correct 

 

61. Consider the following about appointment of judges in Supreme Court 

1. In the Second Judge Case, the Court has held that advice tendered by the CJI after 
consulting four senior most judges will be binding on the President. 

2. The senior most judges in the High Courts are to be recommended for appointment in the 
Supreme Court. 

Select from the code below 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

 

Answer – d 

Explanation 

 In the third judges case (1998), the Court opined that the consultation process to be 
adopted by the Chief justice of India requires ‘consultation of plurality judges’. The sole 
opinion of the chief justice of India does not constitute the consultation process. He 
should consult a collegium of four seniormost judges of the Supreme Court and even if 
two judges give an adverse opinion, he should not send the recommendation to the 
government. 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 
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 There is no explicit provision for senior most judge for the first appointment. Many 
judges in the past have been appointed without any due to seniority. However in the 
controversy over appointment of Justice Joseph, the government has opined that there are 
11 judges senior to him and thus his appointment is being delayed. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

 

62. Consider the following about Alternative dispute resolution (ADR) mechanisms 

1. Civil Procedure Code 1908 provides for out of court settlement. 

2. Criminal Courts hearing issues under Section 498A of IPC cannot ask for mediation under 
Civil Procedure Code. 

Select from the code below 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

 

Answer – a 

Explanation 

1. Civil Procedure Code (CPC), 1908, was amended to include Section 89, which codified 
different mechanisms for such out-of-court resolutions. It also provided legislative 
impetus to court-connected mediation, which is a model that enables sitting judges to refer 
cases before them for mediation. However, it was not until the Supreme Court’s decision in 
Salem Advocate Bar Association v Union of India (2005) that a framework for court-
connected mediation centres was established and model rules formulated. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

2. Supreme Court’s decision in Srinivas Rao (2013) held that criminal courts should refer 
Section 498A (IPC) cases for mediation. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

 

63. Consider the following 

1. RPA, 1951 decides the tenure of Rajya Sabha MP, not Constitution. 

2. At the time of emergency, President can extend the tenure of Parliament by 1 year. 

Select the right statements 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 
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Answer – a 

 The Constitution has not fixed the term of office of members of the Rajya Sabha and left it to 
the Accordingly, the Parliament in the Representation of the People Act (1951) provided 
that the term of office of a member of the Rajya Sabha shall be six years. The act also 
empowered the president of India to curtail the term of members chosen in the first Rajya 
Sabha. In the first batch, it was decided by lottery as to who should retire. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

 The term of the Lok Sabha can be extended during the period of national emergency be 
a law of Parliament for one year at a time for any length of time. However, this extension 
cannot continue beyond a period of six months after the emergency has ceased to operate. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

 

64. Consider the following 

1. It is the responsibility of Election Commission to investigate and dismiss MPs according 
to RPA, 1951. 

2. A candidate for Rajya Sabha for the reserved SC/ST seat should be from that state. 

Select the right statements 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

 

Answer – d 

 On the question whether a member is subject to any of the disqualifications under RPA, 
1951, the president’s decision is final. However, he should obtain the opinion of the 
election commission and act 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

 There is no reservation of seats for SC and ST in Rajya Sabha. Additionally the candidate 
contesting for Seat in Rajya Sabha need not be from same state. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

https://rajyasabha.nic.in/rsnew/council_state/council_state.asp 

 

65. Consider the following 

1. Panel of Chairpersons of Loksabha contains atleast 10 members. 

2. The recruitment of Secretary General of Rajya Sabha is regulated by Parliament, but 
appointment by presiding officer. 

Select the correct code 

a) 1 only b) 2 only c) Both d) None 
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Answer – b 

 Under the Rules of Lok Sabha, the Speaker nominates from amongst the members a panel 
of not more than ten chairpersons. Any of them can preside over the House in the absence 
of the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

 Each House of Parliament has separate secretarial staff of its own, though there can be some 
posts common to both the Houses. Their recruitment and service conditions are 
regulated by Parliament. The secretariat of each House is headed by a secretary-general. 
He is a permanent officer and is appointed by the presiding officer of the House. 

Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 

66. Consider the following 

1. Rajyasabha is never adjourned because it is a continuing chamber in Parliament. 

2. Speaker of Loksabha prorogues the House on completion of agenda of the session. 

Select the codes below 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

 

Answer – d 

 Rajyasabha is never dissolved. It is prorogued after every session like Loksabha. 
The house can be adjourned when the agenda of the day can’t be taken up because of 
lack of quorum. Unlike a prorogation, a dissolution ends the very life of the existing House, 
and a new House is constituted after general elections are held. 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

 The presiding officer (Speaker or Chairman) declares the House adjourned sine die, 
when the business of a session is completed. Within the next few days, the President 
issues a notification for prorogation of the session. However, the President can also 
prorogue the House while in session. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

 

67. Consider the following 

1. Previlege motion can be brought against any member of the Parliament. 

2. Adjournment motion adjourns the House for indefinite period unless called by the 
Speaker. 

3. All Resolutions must be voted upon, unlike Motions. 
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Select the right codes 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

 

Answer – b 

 Privilege Motion is concerned with the breach of parliamentary privileges by a minister. 
It is moved by a member when he feels that a minister has committed a breach of privilege 
of the House or one or more of its members by withholding facts of a case or by giving wrong 
or distorted facts. Its purpose is to censure the concerned minister 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

 Adjournment Motion is introduced in the Parliament to draw attention of the House to a 
definite matter of urgent public importance, and needs the support of 50 members to be 
admitted. As it interrupts the normal business of the House, it is regarded as an 
extraordinary device. It involves an element of censure against the government and hence 
Rajya Sabha is not permitted to make use of this device. The discussion on an adjournment 
motion should last for not less than two hours and thirty minutes. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

 All resolutions come in the category of substantive motions, that is to say, every resolution 
is a particular type of motion. All motions need not necessarily be substantive. Further, all 
motions are not necessarily put to vote of the House, whereas all the resolutions are 
required to be voted upon. 

Hence statement 3 is correct. 

 

68. Consider the following about the bills in Parliament 

1. Its publication in the Gazette of India occurs in third stage of the bill. 

2. Select Committee of the House in which the bill originated can also discuss underlying 
principles besides its clauses. 

Select from the codes below 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

 

Answer – d 

The member who wants to introduce the bill has to ask for the leave of the House. When the 
House grants leave to introduce the bill, the mover of the bill introduces it by reading its title and 
objectives. No discussion on the bill takes place at this stage. Later, the bill is published in the 
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Gazette of India. (It is the first session not the third session. Hence statement 1 is incorrect.) 
If a bill is published in the Gazette before its introduction, leave of the House to introduce the bill 
is not necessary. 

 The committee examines the bill thoroughly and in detail, clause by clause. It can also 
amend its provisions, but without altering the principles underlying it. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

 

69. Consider the following 

1. Every kind of financial bill should be introduced after the assent of President only. 

2. Financial bill under Article 117(3) can also be introduced by Rajyasabha 

Select the right code 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

  

Answer – b 

Financial bills are of three kinds 

1. Money bills—Article 110 

2. Financial bills (I)—Article 117 (1) 

3. Financial bills (II)—Article 117 (3) 

 In two respects, a financial bill (I)is similar to a money bill—(a) both of them can be 
introduced only in the Lok Sabha and not in theRajya Sabha, and (b) both of them can be 
introduced only on the recommendation of the president. 

 A financial bill (II) contains provisions involving expenditure from theConsolidated Fund of 
India, but does not include any of the matters mentioned in Article 110. It istreated as an 
ordinary bill and in all respects, it is governed by the same legislative procedure whichis 
applicable to an ordinary bill. The only special feature of this bill is that it cannot be passed 
byeither House of Parliament unless the President has recommended to that House the 
consideration ofthe bill. 

 

70. Consider the following statements regarding the person detained under a law for preventive 
detention. 

1. Government can detain such a person for not more than 6 months. 

2. If it seeks to detain beyond six months period, it has to obtain a report from Advisory 
Board consisting of Supreme Court Judges. 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only b) 2 only c) Both 1 and 2 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answer – c 

 Government can detain a person arrested under a law of Preventive Detention for not 
more than 3 months. 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

 If it seeks detain more than 3 months, it should obtain a report from Advisory Board 
consisting of persons eligible to be appointed as a High Court Judge. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

 

71. Which of the following are the features of Federal Polity? 

1. Dual Governments. 

2. Distribution of Powers 

3. Supremacy of the Constitution 

4. Authority of Courts to interpret the Constitution. 

Choose the Correct Code: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4. 

  

Answer – d 

 The basic features of a Federal System of Polity are 

1. Dual Polity or Dual Governments at Centre and State Levels 

2. Distribution of Powers between the Centre and the States 

3. Supremacy of the Constitution 

4. Authority of the Courts to interpret the Constitution ( i.e., Having an independent Judiciary) 

 

72. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Parliamentary Democracy of India is based on the “One man One vote” principle. 

2. Indian parliamentary system provides only for the “Representative Democracy”. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answer – c 

Indian Parliamentary System is based on the “One man one vote” (Hence statement 1 is 
correct) Principle and provides for the: 

 Representation of the People. (Hence statement 2 is correct) 

 Responsible Democracy 

 Accountability of Executive to the Legislature. 

 

73. Consider the following statements regarding the Indian Councils Act 1892: 

1. It provided for the nomination of members to Central Legislative Council from Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce 

2. It gave the Legislative Councils the power to ask questions on the Budget. 

3. It provided for the non-official majority for the first time. 

Which of the above Statements is/are correct? 

a) 2 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1 only 

  

Answer – b 

The Indian Councils Act of 1892 provided for — 

1. non-official members to be nominated by Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Provincial 
Legislative Council to the Central Legislative Council. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

2. Legislative Council to discuss the Budget and address the questions to executive. Hence 
statement 2 is correct. 

3. the majority of the official members to be intact. Hence statement 3 is incorrect. 

 

74. During the British administration of India, the “Council of India” was formulated by which of 
the following Acts? 

a) Government of India Act, 1858 

b) Government of India Act, 1935 

c) Regulating Act, 1773 

d) Indian Councils Act, 1861 

 

Answer – a 

 The Government of India Act 1858 created the post called “The Secretary of State for India”, 
who was to exercise powers of the crown and was assisted by a Council of 15 members 
called the “Council of India” 
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75. Which of the following amendments to the Constitution can be passed by a Simple Majority 
in the Parliament? 

1. Abolition or Creation of Second Chamber of Legislature for a State 

2. Administration of the Scheduled Areas. 

3. Creation of Legislature and Council of Ministers for Union Territories. 

Choose the Correct Code: 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3. 

  

Answer – d 

 Many provisions of the Constitution could be modified by a Simple Majority like 

1. Changes in the Names, boundaries, areas of States and Separation of States 

2. Abolition or Creation of Second Chamber of State legislature. 

3. Administration of Scheduled Areas. 

4. Creation of Legislature and Council of Ministers for Union Territories. 

 

76. Consider the following about Special Category status to states 

1. It was introduced by Planning Commission in 1955. 

2. It has been discontinued by 14th Finance Commission 

3. Raghuram Rajan Committee on states has recommended abolition of any categorisation 
of states while suggesting discontinuing Special category. 

Select the right code 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 

d) All of them 

  

Answer – b 

 The Constitution does not include any provision for categorisation of any State as a SCS. But, 
recognising that some regions in the country were historically disadvantaged in contrast to 
others, Central plan assistance to SCS States has been granted in the past by the erstwhile 
Planning Commission body, National Development Council (NDC). 
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 The concept of a special category state was first introduced in 1969 by the 5th Finance 
Commission based on the Gadgil formula. 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

 14th Finance Commission has not categorised states between normal states or special 
category states as it is beyond its terms of reference 

Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 The recommendations by Raghuram Rajan committee (2013) for the introduction of the 
“least developed states’ category (based on the10 equally weighted indicators for monthly 
per capita consumption expenditure, education, health, household amenities, poverty rate, 
female literacy, percentage of the Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe population, 
urbanisation rate, financial inclusion and physical connectivity) and abolition of “SCS” may 
be introduced for better understanding the development needs of individual states 

Hence statement 3 is incorrect. 

 

77. Consider the following 

1. Anchal Samiti is the name of intermediate Panchayats in Arunachal Pardesh 

2. Goa and Manipur do not have intermediate Panchayats 

Select the right statements 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

 

Answer – c 

 Arunachal Pradesh Assembly has recently passed a bill to do away with the Anchal 
Samiti (Intermediate level) and set up a two-tier system in the state. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

 According to the 73rd Amendment of the Constitution, states are required to constitute 
Panchayats at three tiers, i.e., Village, Intermediate and District except the States having a 
population of less than 20 lakhs, which may not constitute a Panchayat at Intermediate 
level. Goa, Manipur, Sikkim, D& N Haveli, daman & Diu and Lakshadweep do not have 
intermediate Panchayat as only 2 Tier system is in place 

Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 Arunachal Pradesh has a population of 13.84 lakh which, thus, makes it eligible for having 
2-tier government 
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78. Consider the following about elections 

1. Elections to the state legislature are conducted according to the legislation passed in state 
legislature in consonance with State Election Commission. 

2. State Election Commissioner is appointed by State governor. 

Select the right statements 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

 

Answer – b 

 Parliament may make provision with respect to all matters relating to elections to the 
Parliament and the state legislatures including the preparation of electoral rolls, the 
delimitation of constituencies and all other matters necessary for securing their due The 
state legislatures can also make provision with respect to all matters relating to elections to 
the state legislatures including the preparation of electoral rolls and all other matters 
necessary for securing their due constitution. But, they can make provision for only those 
matters which are not covered by the Parliament. 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

 The super-intendence, direction and control of the preparation of 
electoral rolls and the conduct of all elections to the panchayats shall be vested in the state 
election commission. It consists of a state election commissioner to be appointed by the 
governor. His conditions of service and tenure of office shall also be determined by the 
governor. He shall not be removed from the office except in the manner and on the grounds 
prescribed for the removal of a judge of the state high court. The state legislature may make 
provision with respect to all matters relating to elections to the panchayats and 
Municipalities. 

Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 

79. Consider the following statements 

1. Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act 1958 allows construction 
of “public works” near the structure. 

2. The above provision can be challenged in the Supreme Court under Article 49. 

Select the right code 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 
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Answer – d 

 The government is planning for changes to the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites 
and Remains (AMASR) Act, 1958 to allow “public works” near these structures. The 
prohibition of new construction within prohibited areas of a protected area or protected 
monument is adversely affecting various public works and developmental projects of the 
central government. There has been amendment proposed recently which allows 
construction of public works within 100 meters of the archaeological structure for which 
approval for National monument authority is needed. But the original act dosen’t provide 
for such a provision 

 Article 49 – Protection of monuments and places and objects of national importance It shall 
be the obligation of the State to protect every monument or place or object of artistic or 
historic interests, declared by or under law made by Parliament to be of national 
importance, from spoliation, disfigurement, destruction, removal, disposal or export, as the 
case may be. Only Fundamental Rights are justiciable within a Court of law, other 
constitutional provisions are non-justiciable though they can be invoked appropriately. 

 

80. How can it be ascertained that India is a Parliamentary democracy? 

1. First past the post system of election 

2. Presence of a doctrine called “basic structure” 

3. Two Houses in Parliament 

Select the right statements 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 and 3 

c) 1 and 3 

d) None of the above 

 

Answer – d 

 First past the post system is not the only a type of the election, which can be present in 
parliamentary system. It can also be there in Presidential system as well. Even if India 
moves towards a different model of election, as is discussed currently, “hybrid system” so 
to say having both proportional and first past the post system traits, it will still be a 
Parliamentary form 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

 Basic structure doctrine only affirms strong judiciary against the potential tyranny of 
legislature and executive, which again is a feature of Presidential system, say USA. Infact 
in Britain, the judiciary is fiduciary against the powers of British legislature. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

 Two Houses in the legislature is a feature of federal governance to provide assay to the 
voice of states, as in Presidential USA as well. 

Hence statement 3 is incorrect. 
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The essential characteristic of Parliamentary system is fusion of the legislature and the executive 
so that both remain interdependent at the depth. None of the above exhibits this. 

 

81. Which of the following Is/are correct about Vijayanagara rulers/ reign? 

1. They were chiefly Saivaites. 

2. Polygamy was prevalent among Royal families. 

3. There was a flourishing Devadasi system. 

Select the Correct answers using codes below 

a) Only 3 

b) Only 2 and 3 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) Only 1 

 

Solution: c 

Justification: 

The Sangama rulers were chiefly Saivaites and Virupaksha was their family deity. But other 
dynasties were Vaishnavites. Srivaishnavism of Ramanuja was very popular. But all kings were 
tolerant towards other religions. Borbosa referred to the religious freedom enjoyed by everyone. 
Muslims were employed in the administration and they were freely allowed to build mosques 
and worship. A large number of temples were built during this period and numerous festivals 
were celebrated. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

The Epics and the Puranas were popular among the masses. 

The position of women had not improved. However, some of them were learned. Gangadevi, wife 
of Kumarakampana authored the famous work Maduravijayam. Hannamma and Thirumalamma 
were famous poets of this period. 

According to Nuniz, a large number of women were employed in royal palaces as dancers, 
domestic servants and palanquin bearers. The attachment of dancing girls to temples was in 
practice. Paes refers to the flourishing devadasi system. 

Hence statement 3 is correct. 

Polygamy was prevalent among the royal families. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

Sati was honoured and Nuniz gives a description of it. 

(Hence option c is correct). 

Source: Tamilnadu Class XI 
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82. Yali is a sculptural feature of the architecture of which kingdom? 

a) Pallavas 

b) Vijayanagara 

c) Imperial Cholas 

d) Bahamani 

 

Solution: b 

Justification: 

The temple building activity further gained momentum during the Vijayanagar rule. The chief 
characteristics of the Vijayanagara architecture were the construction of tall Raya Gopurams or 
gateways and the Kalyanamandapam with carved pillars in the temple premises. The sculptures 
on the pillars were carved with distinctive features. The horse was the most common animal 
found in these pillars (YALI). Large mandapams contain one hundred pillars as well as one 
thousand pillars in some big temples. These mandapams were used for seating the deity on 
festival occasions. Also, many Amman shrines were added to the already existing temples during 
this period. The most important temples of the Vijayanagar style were found in the Hampi ruins 
or the city of Vijayanagar. Vittalaswamy and Hazara Ramaswamy temples were the best 
examples of this style. The Varadharaja and Ekamparanatha temples at Kanchipuram stand as 
examples for the magnificence of the Vijayanagara style of temple architecture 

(Hence option b is correct.) 

Source: Tamilnadu Class XI 

 

83. Which of the following is/are correct Din-I-lahi propounded by Akbar? 

1. It propounded polytheism giving space to all religions in it. 

2. It closely resembled Sufism. 

Select the correct answer using the code below  

a) Only 1 

b) Only 2 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: b 

Justification: 

Akbar rose to fame in the pages of history due to his religious policy. Various factors were 
responsible for his religious ideas. The most important among them were his early contacts with 
the sufi saints, the teachings of his tutor Abdul Latif, his marriage with Rajput women, his 
association with intellectual giants like Shaikh Mubarak and his two illustrious sons – Abul Faizi 
and Abul Fazl – and his ambition to establish an empire in Hindustan. In the beginning of his life, 
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Akbar was a pious Muslim. Soon after marrying Jodh Bai of Amber, he abolished the pilgrim tax 
and in 1562, he abolished jiziya. He allowed his Hindu wives to worship their own gods. Later, 
he became a skeptical Muslim. In 1575, he ordered for the construction of Ibadat Khana (House 
of worship) at his new capital Fatepur Sikri. Akbar invited learned scholars from all religions like 
Hinduism, Jainism, Christianity and Zoroastrianism. He disliked the interference of the Muslim 
Ulemas in political matters. 

In 1579, he issued the “Infallibility Decree” by which he asserted his religious powers. 

In 1582, he promulgated a new religion called Din Ilahi or Divine Faith. It believes in one 
God. Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

It contained good points of all religions. Its basis was rational. It upholds no dogma. It was 
aimed at bridging the gulf that separated different religions. 

With these points we can say that it resembled Sufism. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

However, his new faith proved to be a failure. It fizzled out after his death. Even during his life 
time, it had only fifteen followers including Birbal. Akbar did not compel anyone to his new faith. 

(Hence option b is correct) 

Source: Tamilnadu Class XI 

 

84. Which of the following was NOT an initiatve of Aurangazeb? 

a) Discontinuation of the practice of Jarokhadarshan. 

b) Initiation of the celebration of Muharram 

c) Forbidding music in the court 

d) Discontinued the celebration of Dasarah 

 

Solution: b 

Justification: 

Aurangazeb was a staunch and orthodox Muslim in his personal life. His ideal was to transform 
India into an Islamic state. 

 He created a separate department to enforce moral codes under a high-powered officer 
called Muhtasib. 

 Drinking was prohibited. 

 Cultivation and use of bhang and other drugs were banned. 

 Aurangazeb forbade music in the Mughal court. 

 He discontinued the practice of 

 He also discontinued the celebration of Dasarah 

 royal astronomers and astrologers were also dismissed from service. 

 Initially Aurangazeb banned the construction of new Hindu temples and repair of old 
temples. Then he began a policy of destroying Hindu temples. The celebrated temples at 
Mathura and Benares were reduced to ruins. 
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 In 1679, he reimposed jiziya and pilgrim t 

 He was also not tolerant of other Muslim sects. The celebration of Muharram was 
stopped. His invasions against the Deccan sultanates were partly due to his hatred of the 
Shia faith 

 He was also against the Sikhs and he executed the ninth Sikh Guru Tej Bahadur. This had 
resulted in the transformation of Sikhs into a warring community. 

 His religious policy was responsible for turning the Rajputs, the Marathas and Sikhs into the 
enemies of Mughal empire. It had also resulted in the rebellions of the Jats of Mathura and 
the Satnamis of Mewar. Therefore, Aurangazeb was held responsible for the decline of the 
Mughal empire. 

(Hence option b is correct) 

 

85. Which of the following was/were the causes for the downfall of Mughals? 

1. Deccan policies of Aurangazeb 

2. Neglect of the sea power 

3. Invasion by foreign rulers 

Select the correct answer using the codes below: 

a) Only 1 and 3 

b) Only 1 

c) Only 2 and 3 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: d 

Justification: 

The Mughal Empire declined rapidly after the death of Aurangazeb. The Mughal court became 
the scene of factions among the nobles. The weakness of the empire was exposed when Nadir 
Shah imprisoned the Mughal Emperor and looted Delhi in 1739. The causes for the downfall of 
the Mughal Empire were varied. 

 To some extent, the religious and Deccan policies of Aurangazeb contributed to its 
decline. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

 The weak successors and demoralization of the Mughal army also paved the way for it. 
The vastness of the empire became unwieldy. 

 The financial difficulties due to continuous wars led to the decline. 

 The neglect of the sea power by the Mughals was felt when the Europeans began to settle 
in India. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 Further, the invasions of Nadir Shah and Ahmad Shah Abdali weakened the Mughal 
state. Hence statement 3 is correct. 
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Thus the decline and downfall of the Mughal Empire was due to the combination of political, 
social and economic factors. 

(Hence option d is correct) 

Source: Tamilnadu Class XI 

 

86. Which of the following is/are correct about Fathehpur sikri ? 

1. Many buildings within it show Gujarathi and Bengali influence 

2. Buland Darwaza was erected to commemorate Akbars victory over Gujarat 

3. One of the buildings within it is Panch Mahal 

a) Only 1 and 2 

b) Only 2 and 3 

c) Only 1 and 3 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: d 

Justification: 

Akbar also built a palacecum-fort complex at Fatepur Sikri (City of Victory), 36 kilometres from 
Agra. 

Many buildings in Gujarathi and Bengali styles are found in this complex. Gujarathi style 
buildings were probably built for his Rajput wives. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

The most magnificent building in it is the Jama Masjid and the gateway to it called Buland 
Darwaza or the Lofty Gate. The height of the gateway is 176 feet. It was built to commemorate 
Akbar’s victory over Gujarat.  Hence statement 2 is correct. 

Other important buildings at Fatepur Sikri are Jodh Bai’s palace and Panch Mahal with five 
storeys. Hence statement 3 is correct. 

(Hence option d is correct) 

Source: Tamilnadu Class XI 

 

87. Tulsidas was the most influential poet in Medieval India. Which of the following is NOT 
correct about him? 

1. He wrote the Awadhi version of Ramayana 

2. He adorned the court of Shah jahan 

a) Only 1 

b) Only 2 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: b 

Justification: 

Persian language became widespread in the Mughal Empire by the time of Akbar’s reign. Abul 
Fazl was a great scholar and historian of his period. He set a style of prose writing and it was 
followed by many generations. Many historical works were written during this period. They 
include Ain-i-Akbari and Akabar Nama authored by Abul Fazl. The leading poet of that period 
was his brother Abul Faizi. The translation of Mahabharata into the Persian language was done 
under his supervision. 

 Utbi and Naziri were the two other leading Persian poets. 

Jahangir’s autobiography, Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri was famous for its style. 

He also patronized many scholars like Ghiyas Beg, Naqib Khan and Niamatullah. 

Shah Jahan also patronized many writers and historians like Abdul Hamid Lahori, author of 
Padshah Nama and Inayat Khan who wrote Shah Jahan Nama. 

His son Dara Shikoh translated the Bhagavat Gita and Upanishads into the Persian language. 

Many historical works were written during the reign of Aurangazeb. Famous dictionaries of the 
Persian language were also compiled during the Mughal period. 

 Regional languages such as Bengali, Oriya, Rajasthani and Gujarathi had also developed during 
this period. Many devotional works including the Ramayana and Mahabharata were translated 
into regional languages. From the time of Akbar, Hindi poets were attached to the Mughal court. 
The most influential Hindi poet was Tulsidas, who wrote the Hindi version of the Ramayana, 
the Ramcharitmanas. 

(Hence option b is correct) 

Source: Tamilnadu Class XI 

 

88. Which of the following is/are correct about Shivaji’s administration? 

1. Ashthapradhan was one of its defining features 

2. It was influenced by Delhi Sultanates 

3. Peshwa was the pivot of administration 

a) Only 1 

b) Only 1 and 2 

c) Only 2 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: b 

Justification: 

Shivaji was also a great administrator. He laid the foundations of a sound system of 
administration. The King was the pivot of the government. He was assisted by a council of 
ministers called Ashtapradhan. However, each minister was directly responsible to 
Shivaji. Hence statement 1 is correct. 
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1. Peshwa – Finance and general administration. Later he became the prime minister. 

2. He was one of the functionary of the state. Hence statement 3 is incorrect. 

3. Sar-i-Naubat or Senapati – Military commander, a honorary post. 

4. Amatya – Accountant General. 

5. Waqenavis – Intelligence, posts and household affairs. 

6. Sachiv – Correspondence. 

7. Sumanta – Master of ceremonies. 

8. Nyayadish – Justice. 8. Panditarao – Charities and religious administration. 

Most of the administrative reforms of Shivaji were based on the practices of the Deccan 
sultanates. For example, Peshwa was the Persian title. 

Hence statement 2 is correct. 

(Hence option b is correct) 

Source: Tamilnadu Class XI 

 

89. Consider the following statements 

1. Sirhadars was the cavalry maintained by the state under Marathas 

2. Bargirs was the cavalry maintained by nobles under Marathas 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) Only 1 

b) Only 2 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: d 

Justification: 

Shivaji was a man of military genius and his army was well organized. The regular army 
consisted of about 30000 to 40000 cavalry supervised by havaildars. They were given fixed 
salaries. There were two divisions in the Maratha cavalry – 

bargirs, equipped and paid by the state. Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

silahdars, maintained by the nobles. Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

In the infantry, the Mavli foot soldiers played an important role. 

Shivaji also maintained a navy . 

The forts played an important role in the military operations of the Marathas. By the end of his 
reign, Shivaji had about 240 forts. Each fort was put under the charge of three officers of equal 
rank as a precaution against treachery. 
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Shivaji was really a constructive genius and nation-builder. His rise from jagirdar to Chatrapathi 
was spectacular. He unified the Marathas and remained a great enemy of the Mughal empire. He 
was a daring soldier and a brilliant administrator 

(Hence option d is correct) 

Source: Tamilnadu Class XI 

 

90. Consider the following statements 

1. Chauth and sardeshmukhi were the taxes collected in the Maratha kingdom 

2. Chauth was an additional levy of 10% on land revenue 

 Which of the above statements is/are correct 

a) Only 1 

b) Only 2 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: d 

Justification: 

The revenue system of Shivaji was based on that of Malik Amber of Ahmadnagar. 

Lands were measured by using the measuring rod called kathi. 

Lands were also classified into three categories – paddy fields, garden lands and hilly tracks. 

He reduced the powers of the existing deshmuks and kulkarnis. 

He appointed his own revenue officials called karkuns. 

Chauth and sardeshmukhi were the taxes collected not in the Maratha kingdom but in the 
neighbouring territories of the Mughal empire or Deccan sultanates. Hence statement 1 is 
incorrect. 

 Chauth was one fourth of the land revenue paid to the Marathas in order to avoid the 
Maratha raids. 

Sardeshmukhi was an additional levy of ten percent on those lands which the Marathas 
claimed hereditary rights. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

(Hence option d is correct) 

Source: Tamil Nadu Class XI 
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91. Consider the following statements 

1. Prashastis are unbiased sources for history 

2. These were generally composed by Brahmanas 

3. Kalhana’s Rajatarangini is a pure euology of kings and dynasties 

Which of the above statement is/are NOT correct ? 

a) only 2 

b) only 1 and 3 

c) only 1 and 2 

d) only 1 

  

Solution: b 

Justification: 

Prashastis contain details that may not be literally true. But they tell us how rulers wanted 
to depict themselves as valiant, victorious warriors, for example. Hence statement 1 is 
incorrect. 

These were composed by learned Brahmanas, who occasionally helped in the 
administration. Hence statement 2 is correct. 

Kings often rewarded Brahmanas by grants of land. These were recorded on copper plates, 
which were given to those who received the land. 

Unusual for the twelfth century was a long Sanskrit poem containing the history of kings who 
ruled over Kashmir. It was composed by an author named Kalhana. He used a variety of sources, 
including inscriptions, documents, eyewitness accounts and earlier histories, to write his 
account. Unlike the writers of prashastis, he was often critical about rulers and their 
policies. Hence its not eulogy. Hence statement 3 is incorrect. 

(Hence option b is correct) 

Source: NCERT class VII our pasts II 

 

92. What do ‘tawarikh’ refer in medieval India? 

a) Chronicles of dynastic histories 

b) A Kind of salutation 

c) A reform movement in Islam 

d) Islamic calendar 

 

Solution :a 
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Justification: 

Although inscriptions, coins and architecture provide a lot of information, especially valuable 
are “histories”, tarikh (singular) / tawarikh (plural), written in Persian,the language of 
administration under the Delhi Sultans.The authors of tawarikh were learned men: secretaries, 
administrators, poets and courtiers, who both recounted events and advised rulers on 
governance, emphasising the importance of just rule.Keep the following additional details in 
mind: the authors of tawarikh lived in cities (mainly Delhi) and hardly ever in villages. They often 
wrote their histories for Sultans in the hope of rich rewards. These authors advised rulers on the 
need to preserve an “ideal” social order based on birth right and gender distinctions. Their ideas 
were not shared by everybody. In 1236 Sultan Iltutmish’s daughter, Raziyya, became Sultan. The 
chronicler of the age, Minhaj-i Siraj, recognised that she was more able and qualified than all her 
brothers. But he was not comfortable at having a queen as ruler. Nor were the nobles happy at 
her attempts to rule independently. She was removed from the throne in 1240.          

(Hence option a is correct) 

Source: NCERT class VII our pasts II 

 

93. Consider the following statements 

1. The Mughals believed in the rule of primogeniture for succession 

2. Muslim sultan claimed rulers to be incarnations of god 

Which of the above statements is/are correct ? 

a) only 1 

b) only 2 

c) both 1 and 2 

d) neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: d 

Justification: 

The Mughals did not believe in the rule of primogeniture, where the eldest son inherited his 
father’s estate. Instead they followed the Mughal and Timurid custom of coparcenary 
inheritance, or a division of the inheritance amongst all the sons. 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

Muslim Sultans and Padshahs did not claim to be incarnations of god but Persian court 
chronicles described the Sultan as the “Shadow of God”. An inscription in the Delhi mosque 
explained that God chose Alauddin as a king because he had the qualities of Moses and Solomon, 
the great law-givers of the past. The greatest law-giver and architect was God Himself. He created 
the world out of chaos and introduced order and symmetry. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

(Hence option d is correct) 

Source: NCERT class VII our pasts II 
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94. Which of the following is/are correct about Mansabdars? 

1. They received land grants as their salaries 

2. Most of them administer their Jagirs 

a) only 1 

b) only 2 

c) both 1 and 2 

d) neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution : a 

Justification: 

The term mansabdar refers to an individual who holds a mansab, meaning a position or rank. 
It was a grading system used by the Mughals to fix rank, salary and military responsibilities. Rank 
and salary were determined by a numerical value called zat. The higher the zat, the more 
prestigious was the noble’s position in court and the larger his salary. 

The mansabdar’s military responsibilities required him to maintain a specified number of sawar 
or cavalrymen. The mansabdar brought his cavalrymen for review, got them registered, their 
horses branded and then received money to pay them as salary. 

Mansabdars received their salaries as revenue assignments called jagirs which were 
somewhat like iqtas. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

But unlike muqtis, most mansabdars did not actually reside in or administer their 
jagirs. They only had rights to the revenue of their assignments which was collected for them 
by their servants while the mansabdars themselves served in some other part of the country 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect. 

(Hence option a is correct) 

Source: NCERT class VII our pasts II  

 

95. Which of the following is/are correct about Islamic architecture? 

1. It generally followed trabeate style 

2. Limestone cement was increasingly used in construction 

a) Only 1 

b) Only 2 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: b 
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Justification: 

Two technological and stylistic developments are noticeable from the twelfth century. 

The weight of the superstructure above the doors and windows was sometimes carried by 
arches. This architectural form was called “arcuate”. 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect. 

Limestone cement was increasingly used in construction. This was very high quality cement, 
which, when mixed with stone chips hardened into concrete. This made construction of large 
structures easier and faster. 

Hence statement 2 is correct. 

(Hence option b is correct) 

Source: NCERT class VII our pasts II 

 

96. Consider the following statement 

1. Ajmer was the capital of Chauhan kings in 12th century 

2. It is located near lake Sambhar 

3. It is a part of PRASAD initiative 

Which of the above statements is/are NOT correct ? 

a) only 1 and 2 

b) only 2 

c) only 1 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

        

Solution: b 

Justification: 

Pilgrimage centres also slowly developed into townships. Vrindavan (Uttar Pradesh) and 

Tiruvannamalai (Tamil Nadu) are examples of two such towns. 

Ajmer (Rajasthan) was the capital of the Chauhan kings in the twelfth century and later 
became the suba headquarters under the Mughals. It provides an excellent example of religious 
Co-existence. Khwaja Muinuddin Chishti, the celebrated Sufi saint (see also Chapter 8) who 
settled there in the twelfth century, attracted devotees from all creeds. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

Near Ajmer is a lake, Pushkar, which has attracted pilgrims from ancient times. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect 

Ajmer is part of PRASAD and HRIDAY initiatives. Hence statement 3 is correct. 

(Hence option b is correct) 

Source: NCERT class VII our pasts II 
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97. Which of the following pairs is NOT correctly matched ? 

Name of the association   Founder 

a) East India Association   Dhadabhai Naoroji 

b) The Indian National association  Surendranath Banerjee 

c) The Indian League    Sisir kumar Ghosh 

d) Bangabasha Prakasika Sabha  Raja Ram Mohan Roy 

 

Solution: d 

Justification: 

The East India Association was organized by Dadabhai Naoroji in 1866 in London to discuss 
the Indian question and influence public men in England to promote Indian welfare. Later, 
branches of the association were started in prominent Indian cities. 

The Indian League was started in 1875 by Sisir Kumar Ghosh with the object of “stimulating the 
sense of nationalism amongst the people” and of encouraging political education. 

The Indian Association of Calcutta superseded the Indian League and was founded in 1876 by 
younger nationalists of Bengal led by Surendranath Banerjee and Ananda Mohan Bose, who were 
getting discontented with the conservative and pro-landlord policies of the British Indian 
Association. The Indian Association of Calcutta was the most important of pre Congress 
associations and aimed to create a strong public opinion on political questions, and unify Indian 
people on a common political programme. 

(Hence option d is correct) 

Source: Spectrum history 

 

98. Consider the following statements 

1. Ramosis were hill tribes of Western Ghats 

2. They were employed by the Marathas 

 Which of  the above statements is/are correct? 

a) Only 1 

b) Only 2 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Solution: c 

Justification: 

The Ramosis, the hill tribes of the western Ghats, (Hence statement 1 is correct) had not 
reconciled to British rule and the british pattern of administration. They resented the policy of 
annexation of the Maratha territories by the british , the Ramosis who ha dbeen employed by 
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the Maratha administration (Hence statement 2 is correct) lost their means of livelihood. 
They rose under Chittur Singh in 1822 and plundered the country around satara. Again, there 
were eruptions in 1825-26 under UmajiNaik of poona and his supporter Bapu Trimbakaji 
Sawant, and again in 1839 over deposition and banishment of Raja Pratap Singh of Satara , and 
disturbances erupted  in 1840-41 also. Finally , a superior British force restored order in the 
area. Generally the British followed a pacifist policy towards the Ramosis, and even recruited 
some of them into the hill police 

(Hence option c is correct) 

Source: spectrum history 

 

99. Which of the following is/are correct Wahabi movement in India ? 

1. It was essentially an Islam revivalist movement 

2. It was initiated by Syed Ahmed Khan 

3. It was inspired by the teachings of Abdul Wahab 

a) Only 1 

b) Only 3 

c) Only 1 and 3 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Solution: c 

Justification: 

Wahabi Movement, The Wahabi Movement was essentially an Islamic revivalist movement 
founded by Syed Ahmed of Rai Bareilly who was inspired by the teachings of Abdul Wahab 
(1703-87) of Saudi Arabia and Shah Waliullah of Delhi. 

Syed Ahmed condemned the western influence on Islam and advocated a return to pure Islam 
and, society as it was in the Arabia of the Prophet’s time Syed Ahmed was acclaimed as the 
desired leader (Imam). A countrywide organisation with an elaborate secret code for its working 
under spiritual vice-regents (Khalifas) was set up, and Sithana in northwestern tribal belt was 
chosen as a base for operations. In India, its important  centre was at Patna though it had its 
missions in Hyderabad, Madras, Bengal, UP and Bombay. Since Dar-ul-Harb (the land of kafirs) 
was to be converted into Dar-ul-Islam (the land of Islam), a jihad was declared against the Sikh 
kingdom of the Punjab. After the defeat of the Sikh ruler and incorporation of the Punjab into the 
East India Company’s dominion in 1849, the English dominion in India became the sole target of 
the Wahabis’ attacks 

(Hence option c is correct) 

Source: spectrum history 
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100. Which of the following statements is/are NOT correct ? 

1. Indian National Social Conference was founded by M G Ranade and Raghunath Rao 

2. It launched the “pledge movement “ against Sati 

3. Its first session was organised at Pune . 

a) Only 1 

b) Only 3 

c) Only 2 and 3 

d) Only 1 andd 3 

 

Solution :c 

Justification: 

Indian social conference founded by M G Ranade and Raghunath Rao, (Hence statement 1 
is correct) the Indian social conference met annually from its first session in Madras in 1887 
(Hence statement 3 is incorrect) at the same time and venue as the Indian National congress. 
It focussed attention on the social importance; it could be called the social reform cell of the 
Indian National Congress, in fact. The Conference advocated inter-caste marriages, opposed 
polygamy and kulinism. It launched the ‘Pledge Movement’ to inspire people to take a pledge 
against child marriage. (Hence statement 2 is incorrect). 

(Hence option c is correct) 

Source: spectrum history 
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