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SERIES – 12 : EXPLANATIONS GS (Days 48-52)
1. Match the following
Provision

1.

1773

A.

Governor General’s Council legislative
and executive functions segregated

2.

1784

B.

Governor-General of Bengal became
the Governor-General of India

3.

1833

C.

Establishment of Supreme Court

4.

1853

D.

Distinction between political and
commercial functions of Company

Select the correct code
a) 1–A, 2-B, 3–C, 4–D
b) 1-C, 2-D, 3-B, 4-A
c) 1-D, 2-C, 3-A, 4-B
d) 1-C, 2-D, 3-A, 4-B
Answer – b
Explanation


Regulating Act of 1773 – It provided for the establishment of a Supreme Court at Calcutta
(1774) comprising one chief justice and three other judges



Pitt’s India Act of 1784 – It allowed the Court of Directors to manage the commercial affairs
but created a new body called Board of Control to manage the political affairs. Thus, it
established a system of double government



Charter Act of 1833 – It made the Governor-General of Bengal as the Governor-General of
India and vested in him all civil and military powers. Thus, the act created, for the first time,
a Government of India having authority over the entire territorial area possessed by the
British in India.



Charter Act of 1853 – It separated, for the first time, the legislative and executive functions
of the Governor General’s council. It provided for addition of six new members called
legislative councillors to the council

2. Legislative Council for some of the provincial states apart from Bombay, Madras and Bengal
Presidencies were first constituted under
a) Government of India Act, 1935

b) Indian Councils Act of 1861

c) Indian Councils Act of 1892

d) Government of India Act of 1858
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Answer – b
Explanation
Act of 1861 – It made a beginning of representative institutions by associating Indians with
the law-making process. It thus provided that the viceroy should nominate some Indians as
non-official members of his expanded council. It initiated the process of decentralisation by
restoring the legislative powers to the Bombay and Madras Presidencies. It also provided
for the establishment of new legislative councils for Bengal, North-Western Frontier
Province (NWFP) and Punjab, which were established in 1862, 1866 and 1897 respectively.



Act of 1892 – It increased the number of additional (non-official) members in the Central
and provincial legislative councils, but maintained the official majority in them. It increased
the functions of legislative councils and gave them the power of discussing the budget and
addressing questions to the executive. The act made a limited and indirect provision for the
use of election in filling up some of the nonofficial seats both in the Central and provincial
legislative councils.

3. In the context of the constitution of the Constituent Assembly, consider the following
1. Out of 389, 296 members were to be elected from 11 Governor’s Provinces and 4 Chief
Commissioners’ Provinces.
2. Seats allocated to each British province were to be decided among the two principal
communities—Muslims and general, in proportion to their population.
3. The elections to the Constituent Assembly (for 296 seats allotted to the British Indian
Provinces) were held after independence in 1947.
Select from the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) All of them
Answer – a
Explanation
Constituent Assembly was constituted in November 1946 under the scheme formulated by the
Cabinet Mission Plan.


The total strength of the Constituent Assembly was to be 389. Of these, 296 seats were to be
allotted to British India and 93 seats to the Princely States. Out of 296 seats allotted to the
British India, 292 members were to be drawn from the eleven governors’ provinces and four
from the four chief commissioners’ provinces, one from each Hence statement 1 is correct



Seats allocated to each British province were to be decided among the three principal
communities—Muslims, Sikhs and general (all except Muslims and Sikhs), in proportion to
their population. Hence statement 2 is incorrect



As the first meeting of Constituent Assembly was held on December 9, 1946, so it should
have been logically applied. The elections to the Constituent Assembly (for 296 seats
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allotted to the British Indian Provinces) were held in July–August 1946. The Indian National
Congress won 208 seats, the Muslim League 73 seats, and the small groups and
independents got the remaining 15 seats. Hence statement 3 is incorrect
4. Indian federal system resembles most with
b) Canadian model
c) British model
d) Irish model
Answer – b
Explanation


The Indian federal system is based on the ‘Canadian model’ and not on the ‘American model’.
The ‘Canadian model’ differs fundamentally from the ‘American model’ in so far as it
establishes a very strong centre.



The Indian federation resembles the Candian federation (i) in its formation (i.e., by way of
disintegration); (ii) in its preference to the term ‘Union’ (the Canadian federation is also
called a ‘Union’); and (iii) in its centralising tendency (i.e., vesting more powers in the centre
vis-a-vis the states).

5. Who among the following members of Constituent Assembly favoured Presidential System?
a) Sardar Patel
b) BR Ambedkar
c) KM Munshi
d) KT Shah
Answer – d
Explanation


K M Munshi argued that, ‘For the last thirty or forty years, some kind of responsibility has
been introduced in the governance of this country. Our constitutional traditions have
become Parliamentary. After this experience, why should we go back and buy a novel
experience.



B R Ambedkar pointed out in the Constituent Assembly that ‘a democratic executive must
satisfy two conditions: stability and responsibility. Unfortunately, it has not been possible
so far to devise a system which can ensure both in equal degree. The American system
gives more stability but less responsibility. The British system, on the other hand, gives
more responsibility but less stability. The Draft Constitution in recommending the
parliamentary system of Executive has preferred more responsibility to more stability.’
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K T Shah favoured the adoption of the presidential system. He said, “The Chief Executive
or the Head of the Union of India or in any component part thereof shall be elected by the
votes of all the adult citizens of India.”

a) Parliamentary
b) Presidential
c) Dictatorial
d) One party communist
Answer – a
Explanation


In the past, the British constitutional and political experts described the Prime Minister as
‘primus inter pares’ (first among equals) in relation to the cabinet.



In the recent period, the Prime Minister’s power, influence and position have increased
significantly vis-a-vis the cabinet. He has come to play a ‘dominant’ role in the British
politico-administrative system. Hence, the later political analysts, like Cross-man,
Mackintosh and others have described the British system of government as ‘prime
ministerial government’.



The same description holds good in the Indian context too.

7. Waman Rao case directs
a) Doctrine of basic structure is applicable for constitutional amendment enacted after
and before 24thApril, 1973
b) Parliament has full sovereignty to amend any of the Fundamental Right
c) Parliament cannot amend any of the Fundamental Rights.
d) None of the above
Answer – d
Explanation
1. In the Waman Rao case (1981), the Supreme Court adhered to the doctrine of the ‘basic
structure’ and further clarified that it would apply to constitutional amendments enacted
after April24, 1973 (i.e., the date of the judgement in the Kesavananda Bharati case)
2. In the Shankari Prasad case (1951), the constitutional validity of the First Amendment Act
(1951), which curtailed the right to property, was challenged. The Supreme Court ruled that
the power of the Parliament to amend the Constitution under Article 368 also includes the
power to amend Fundamental Rights. The word ‘law’ in Article 13 includes only
ordinary laws and not the constitutional amendment acts (constituent laws). Therefore,
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the Parliament can abridge or take away any of the Fundamental Rights by enacting a
constitutional amendment act and such a law will not be void under Article 13.

8. Constitutional amendment under Article 368 follows the following
1. It can be initiated only by the introduction of a bill for the purpose in Lok Sabha.
2. It does not require prior permission of the president.
3. The bill must be passed in each House by a special majority, that is, a majority (that is,
more than 50 per cent) of the total membership of the House and a majority of two-thirds
of the members of the House present and voting.
4. The president may return the bill for reconsideration of the Parliament.
Select from the codes below
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 4 only
d) All of them
Answer – b
Explanation: Constitutional Amendment
1. An amendment of the Constitution can be initiated only by the introduction of a bill for the
purpose in either House of Parliament and not in the state legislatures. Hence statement 1
is incorrect.
2. The bill can be introduced either by a minister or by a private member and does not require
prior permission of the president. Hence statement 2 is correct
3. The bill must be passed in each House by a special majority, that is, a majority (that is, more
than 50 per cent) of the total membership of the House and a majority of two-thirds of the
members of the House present and voting. Each House must pass the bill separately. In case
of a disagreement between the two Houses, there is no provision for holding a joint sitting
of the two Houses for the purpose of deliberation and passage of the bill. Hence statement
3 is correct
4. The president must give his assent to the bill. He can neither withhold his assent to the bill
nor return the bill for reconsideration of the Parliament. 24th Constitutional Amendment Act
of 1971 made it obligatory. Hence statement 4 is incorrect
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3. But in the Golak Nath case (1967), the Supreme Court reversed its earlier stand. In that
case, the constitutional validity of the Seventeenth Amendment Act (1964), which inserted
certain state acts in the Ninth Schedule, was challenged. The Supreme Court ruled that the
Fundamental Rights are given a ‘transcendental and immutable’ position and hence,
the Parliament cannot abridge or take away any of these rights.
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9. Citizenship Amendment Bill, 2016 is to be amended under which Part of the Constitution
a) Part II
b) Part III
d) Part XXI
Answer – a
Explanation
1. Part II relates to Citizenship – Parliament shall have the power to make any provision with
respect to the acquisition and termination of citizenship and all other matters relating to
citizenship (Article 11)
2. Part III relates to Fundamental Rights
3. Part XX consists of one article only – Article 368 which is for Constitutional Amendment
only.
4. Part XX1 consists of Articles on Temporary, Transitional and Special Provisions.
10. In respect of Article 324, consider the following
1. Chief Election Commissioner can only be removed by President just like judge of a
Supreme Court.
2. Election Commissioner can be removed by Chief Election Commissioner only.
Select from the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Answer – a
Justification:
1. Article 324(5) deals with the removal of CEC and ECs but there is ambiguity. The provision
says that CEC can be removed by the President with no clear provision for the removal of
ECs is given. CEC can be removed from office only by the order of the President, just like a
judge of the Supreme Court. (Hence statement 1 is correct).
2. ECs can not be removed except the permission of CEC, according to the above article. It
keeps ECs vulnerable and does not provide as much safeguards as CEC has. Clearly, the
ambiguity on the removal procedure of the Election Commissioners might affect the
functional independence of the EC as it affects the panel’s autonomy. Note that ECs too are
removed by President after following the procedure in Parliament like judge of Supreme
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Court, but the procedure begins only after the permission of CEC. (Hence statement 2 is
incorrect).

1. Article 14
2. Article 19
3. Article 20
4. Article 25
Select from the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2
c) 3 and 4
d) 2 and 3
Answer – d
Explanation


Fundamental Rights can be suspended during the operation of a National Emergency
except the rights guaranteed by Articles 20 (Protection in respect of conviction for
offenses) and 21 (Protection of life and personal liberty).



Further, the six rights guaranteed by Article 19 can be suspended only when emergency
is declared on the grounds of war or external aggression (i.e., external emergency) and
not on the ground of armed rebellion (i.e., internal emergency).

Article 19 (6 FRs)
o to freedom of speech and expression;
o to assemble peaceably and without arms;
o to form associations or unions;
o to move freely throughout the territory of India;
o to reside and settle in any part of the territory of India;
o to practice any profession, or to carry on any occupation, trade or business.
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12. Right to Equality under Article 14 contains concept enshrined in
1. American Constitution
2. British Constitution
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Answer – c
Explanation
Article 14 says that the State shall not deny to any person equality before the law or the equal
protection of the laws within the territory of India.
The concept of ‘equality before law’ is of British origin while the concept of ‘equal protection of
laws’ has been taken from the American Constitution. (Hence statement 1 and statement 2
both are correct).
13. 93rd Amendment Act relates to
a) Reservation for OBCs
b) Delimitation of Constituencies
c) Anti defection
d) Education for Children below 14 years
Answer – a
Explanation
93rd Amendment Act of 2005 – The state is empowered to make any special provision for the
advancement of any socially and educationally backward classes of citizens or for the scheduled
castes or the scheduled tribes regarding their admission to educational institutions including
private educational institutions, whether aided or unaided by the state, except the minority
educational institutions.
In order to give effect to this provision, the Centre enacted the Central Educational
Institutions (Reservation in Admission) Act, 2006, providing a quota of 27% for candidates
belonging to the Other Backward Classes (OBCs) in all central higher educational institutions
including the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and the Indian Institutes of Management
(IIMs).
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14. Arrange the following in progressive order of their happening
1. Mandal judgement by Supreme Court
2. Mandal Commission
4. Establishment of National Commission for Socially and Backward Classes
Select from the codes below
a) 1>3>4>2
b) 2>1>3>4
c) 2>3>1>4
d) 3>1>4>2
Answer – c
Explanation


In 1979, the Morarji Desai Government appointed the Second Backward Classes
Commission under the chairmanship of B P Mandal, a Member of Parliament, in terms of
Article 340 of the Constitution to investigate the conditions of the socially and
educationally backward classes and suggest measures for their advancement.



It was after ten years in 1990 that the V P Singh Government declared reservation of 27%
government jobs for the OBCs



In the famous Mandal case (1992), the scope and extent of Article 16(4), which provides
for reservation of jobs in favour of backward classes, has been examined thoroughly by
the Supreme Court. It asked to establish a permanent statutory body to examine
complaints of over-inclusion and under-inclusion in the list of OBCs.



National Commission for Backward Classes was established in 1993 by an act of
Parliament. It considers inclusions in and exclusions from the lists of castes notified as
backward for the purpose of job reservation.

15. Social boycott law was recently enacted by Maharashtra. It is enacted under
1. Article 15
2. Article 17
Select from the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None

www.insightsias.com

9

www.insightsonindia.com

INSIGHTS IAS REVISION TESTS FOR UPSC CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM – 2018

3. Order for 27% reservation for OBCs

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Answer – d
Explanation
The term ‘untouchability’ has not been defined either in the Constitution or in the Act.



However, the Mysore High Court held that the subject matter of Article 17 is not
untouchability in its literal or grammatical sense but the ‘practice as it had developed
historically in the country’. It refers to the social disabilities imposed on certain classes of
persons by reason of their birth in certain castes.



Hence, it does not cover social boycott of a few individuals or their exclusion from religious
services, etc

16. Consider the following about Article 19
1. It is protected against both individuals and private individuals.
2. It is available to only citizens and not legal persons like corporations.
Select form the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Answer – b
Explanation
Six rights under Article 19 are protected against only state action and not private individuals.
(Hence statement 1 is incorrect)
Moreover, these rights are available only to the citizens and to shareholders of a company but
not to foreigners or legal persons like companies or corporations. (Hence statement 2 is
correct).
17. Which of the following rights enshrined in Constitution are justiciable under Article 32
1. Trade, commerce and intercourse throughout the territory of India shall be free
2. Right to form cooperative society
3. The elections to the Lok Sabha and the State Legislative Assembly shall be on the basis of
adult suffrage
Select form the codes below
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 only
c) 2 and 3
d) All of them
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Answer – b
Explanation

2. It is a Fundamental right under Article 19 and thus justiciable under Article 32.
3. The elections to the Lok Sabha and the State Legislative Assembly shall be on the basis of
adult suffrage (Article 326 in Part XV). Thus it is only a constitutional right just like 1. and
hence not justiciable under Article 32.
18. Consider the following about territorial jurisdiction of Parliament
1. President can make regulations for the peace, progress and good government of Union
Territories without legislature.
2. Governor of respective states may direct that an act of Parliament does not apply to tribal
areas (autonomous districts) of Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram
Select from the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Answer – a
Explanation
Constitution places certain restrictions on the plenary territorial jurisdiction of the Parliament
The President can make regulations for the peace, progress and good government of the four
Union Territories—the Anda-man and Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep, Dadra and Nagar Haveli
and Daman and Diu. A regulation so made has the same force and effect as an act of Parliament.
It may also repeal or amend any act of Parliament in relation to these union territories. (Hence
statement 1 is correct).
The governor is empowered to direct that an act of Parliament does not apply to a scheduled
area in the state or apply with specified modifications and exceptions.
The Governor of Assam may likewise direct that an act of Parliament does not apply to a tribal
area (autonomours district) in the state or apply with specified modifications and exceptions.
The President enjoys the same power with respect to tribal areas (autonomous districts) in
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. (Hence statement 2 is incorrect).
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1. Trade, commerce and intercourse throughout the territory of India shall be free (Article 301
in Part XIII). Thus not a constitutional right and hence not justiciable under Article 32.
However it is ordinarily justiciable otherwise.
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19. 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 transferred which of the following subjects to Concurrent List
from State List
1. Education
3. Weights and measures
4. Protection of wild animals and birds
5. Administration of justice; constitution and organisation of all courts except the Supreme
Court and the high courts
Select from the codes below
a) 1 and 3
b) 3, 4 and 5
c) 1, 2 and 4
d) All of them
Answer – d
Explanation
The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 transferred five subjects to Concurrent List from State List,
that is, (a) education, (b) forests, (c) weights and measures, (d) protection of wild animals and
birds, and (e) administration of justice; constitution and organisation of all courts except the
Supreme Court and the high courts.
20. Residuary subjects which are not in any list of Seventh Schedule will lie in Union List. But
with whom the power related to tax the residuary subject will lie
a) Parliament
b) State legislatures
c) President
d) Constitutional Amendment will be needed everytime residuary subject is taxed
Answer – a
Explanation
The power to make laws with respect to residuary subjects (i.e., the matters which are not
enumerated in any of the three lists) is vested in the Parliament. This residuary power of
legislation includes the power to levy residuary taxes. Under this provision, the Parliament has
imposed gift tax, wealth tax and expenditure tax.
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21. An ordinance issued by the President can be challenged in Supreme Court for the following
reasons
1. On the ground that the President has prorogued one House or both Houses of Parliament
deliberately with a view to promulgate an ordinance
Select from the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Answer – c


In Cooper case (1970), the Supreme Court held that the President’s satisfaction can be
questioned in a court on the ground of malafide. This means that the decision of the
President to issue an ordinance can be questioned in a court on the ground that the
President has prorogued one House or both Houses of Parliament deliberately with a view
to promulgate an ordinance on a controversial subject, so as to bypass the parliamentary
decision and thereby circumventing the authority of the Parliament.



An ordinance is subject to the same constitutional limitation as an act of Parliament. Hence,
an ordinance cannot abridge or take away any of the fundamental rights.

22. Consider the following
1. National Committee to Review the Working of the Constitution was established under
Justice M Venkatachaliah during the period of National Emergency.
2. The Committee was asked to probe if Presidential System was better suited for India than
Parliamentary System.
Select from the codes below
a) 1only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Answer – d
Justification


National Committee to Review the Working of the Constitution was set up by a resolution of
Government of India in 2000. It was headed by former CJI M Venkatachaliah.



The terms of reference clearly specified that the commission should recommend changes
that are required to be made in the Constitution within the framework of parliamentary
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Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
democracy and without interfering with the ‘basic structure’ or ‘basic features’ of the
Constitution
23. Consider the following

2. Its members are appointed by the Council of Ministers.
Select from the given below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Answer – d
Explanation:


A State Human Rights Commission can inquire into violation of human rights only in respect
of subjects mentioned in the State List (List-II) and the Concurrent List (List-III) of the
Seventh Schedule of the Constitution. However, if any such case is already being inquired
into by the National Human Rights Commission or any other Statutory Commission, then
the State Human Rights Commission does not inquire into that case.



State Human Rights Commission is a multi-member body consisting of a chairperson and
two members. The chairperson and members are appointed by the Governor on the
recommendations of a committee consisting of the chief minister as its head, the speaker of
the Legislative Assembly, the state home minister and the leader of the opposition in the
Legislative Assembly. In the case of a state having Legislative Council, the chairman of the
Council and the leader of the opposition in the Council would also be the members of the
committee.

24. AM Ahmadi Committee was set up by which Commission to review its own functioning
a) Election Commission
b) National Human Rights Commission
c) CAG
d) Rajya Sabha
Answer – b


A M Ahmadi Committee set up by NHRC.



It recommended that the Commission should be empowered to inquire into any matter after
the expiry of one year, if there is sufficient reason for not filing the complaint within the said
period.
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1. State Human Rights Commission can intervene in subjects of Union and Concurrent Lists
as well besides State List.
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It also recommended that the definition of the ‘armed forces’ should be changed in a way
that it includes only navy, army and air force, not para-military forces.

a) 5th Loksabha
b) 1st Loksabha
c) 13th Loksabha
d) No Lok Sabha can remain for more than 5 years
Answer – a
The term of the fifth Lok Sabha that was to expire on 18 March, 1976, was extended by one year
upto 18 March, 1977 by the House of the People (Extension of Duration) Act, 1976. It was
extended for a further period of one year up to 18 March, 1978 by the House of the People
(Extension of Duration) Amendment Act, 1976. However, the House was dissolved on
18 January 1977, after having been in existence for a period of five years, 10 months and six days.
26. Which Constitutional amendement has dropped the only reference to British Parliament in
the Indian Constitution
a) First Amendment
b) 42nd Amendment
c) 44th Amendment
d) 82nd Amendment
Answer – c


Originally, the Constitution (Article 105) expressedly mentioned two privileges, that is,
freedom of speech in Parliament and right of publication of its proceedings. With regard to
other
privileges,
it
provided that they were to be the same as those of the British House of Commons, its
committees and its members on the date of its commencement (ie, 26 January, 1950), until
defined by Parliament.



The 44th Amendment Act of 1978 provided that the other privileges of each House of
Parliament, its committees and its members by dropping a direct reference to the British
House of Commons, without making any change in the implication of the provision.

27. Consider the following
1. All liabilities of British Government of India were cleared by RBI before the
commencement of the Constitution.
2. Parliament of India only can make a law to acquire personal property.
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Constitution
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Select from the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both

Answer – d


All property and assets that were vested in the Dominion of India or a province or an Indian
princely state, before the commencement of the present Constitution, became vested in the
Union or the corresponding state. Similarly, all rights, liabilities and obligat-ions of the
government of the dominion of India or a province or an Indian state would now be the
rights, liabilities and obligations of the Government of India or the corresponding state



Parliament as well as the state legislatures are empowered to make laws for the compulsory
acquisition and requisitioning of private property by the governments. Further, the
44th Amendment Act (1978) has also abolished the constitutional obligation to pay
compensation in this regard except in two cases: (a) when the government acquires the
property of a minority educational institution; and (b) when the government acquires the
land held by a person under his personal cultivation and the land is within the statutory
ceiling limits

28. Government can be sued for
1. Liability for torts
2. Liability for Contract
Select from the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Answer – b


Article 300 declares that the Union of India or states can sue or be sued in relation to their
respective affairs in the like cases as the dominion of India and the corresponding provinces
or Indian states might have sued or been sued before the Constitution. This provision is
subject to any law made by Parliament or a state legislature. But, no such law has been
enacted so far. Hence, at present, the position in this respect remains the same as it existed
before the Constitution.



In the pre-Constitution period (i.e., from the days of the East India Company up to the
commencement of the Constitution in 1950), the government was suable for contracts but
not for torts (wrongs committed by its servants) in respect of its sovereign functions.
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29. Constitution confers immunity for their official acts on the following
1. Governor of a state
2. Minister
4. Civil servants
Select from the codes below
a) 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 1, 3 and 4 only
d) All of them
Answer – c


The Constitution confers certain immunities to the president of India and governor of states
with regard to their official acts and personal acts



Constitution does not grant any immunity to the ministers for their official acts. But, since
they are not required to countersign (as in Britain) the official acts of the president and the
governors, they are not liable in the courts for those acts.



The judicial officers enjoy immunity from any liability in respect of their official acts and
hence, cannot be sued.



Civil servants are conferred personal immunity from legal liability for official contracts.

30. Consider the following about the publication of the Constitution
1. In 1950, both Hindi and English versions of the Constitution were made available.
2. The original Constitution did not make any provision for authoritative text of the
Constitution in Hindi.
3. Parliament of India is responsible for causing the publication of Constitution in Hindi.
Select from the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 1 AND 3 ONLY
c) 3 only
d) 1 and 2 only
Answer – d


Constitution of India adopted by the Constituent Assembly on November 26, 1949, was in
the English language. A Hindi translation of the Constitution, singed by the members of the
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Constituent Assembly, was also published in 1950 under the authority of the President of
the Constituent Assembly
Constitution of India did not make any provision with respect to an authoritative text of the
Constitution in the Hindi language. Later, a provision in this regard was made by the 58th
Constitutional Amendment Act of 1987. This amendment inserted a new Article 394-A in
the last part of the Constitution i.e., Part XXII.



President shall cause the constitution to be published under his authority in Hindi.

31. Constitution of India has explicitly defined which of the following
1. Schedule Castes
2. Schedule Tribes
3. Anglo Indians
4. Backward Classes
Select from the codes below
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 3 only
c) 1, 2 and 3 only
d) All of them
Answer – b


Constitution does not specify the castes or tribes which are to be called the SCs or the STs.
It leaves to the President the power to specify as to what castes or tribes in each state and
union territory are to be treated as the SCs and STs. Thus, the lists of the SCs or STs vary
from state to state and union territory to union territory. In case of the states, the President
issues the notification after consulting the governor of the state concerned. But, any
inclusion or exclusion of any caste or tribe from Presidential notification can be done only
by the Parliament and not by a subsequent Presidential notification.



Constitution has neither specified the BCs nor used a single uniform expression to
characterise the BCs. The Constitution has used various expressions like ‘socially and
educationally backward classes of citizens’ in Article 15, ‘backward class of citizens’ in
Article 16, ‘weaker sections of the people’ in Article 46 and again ‘socially and educationally
backward classes’ in Article 340



Unlike in the case of SCs, STs and OBCs, the Constitution has defined the persons who belong
to the Anglo-Indian community.
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32. National Commission for SCs is
a) Appointed by Parliament
b) To investigate all constitutional matters relating to SCs, OBCs and Anglo Indians
d) Neither a nor b
Answer – b


President should set up a National Commission for the SCs to investigate all matters relating
to the constitutional safeguards for the SCs and to report to him (Article 338)



National Commission for SCs is also required to discharge similar functions with regard to
the OBCs and the Anglo-Indian Community as it does with respect to the SCs.

33. Consider the following about Delimitation Commission
1. It decides the cycle of reservation of particular territorial constituencies.
2. Its orders cannot be challenged in any court of law.
Select from the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Answer – c


Delimitation Commission Act of 1952 which provides for the readjustment of seats,
delimitation and reservation of territorial constituencies and other related matters.



Constitution declares that the validity of any law relating to the delimitation of
constituencies or the allotment of seats to such constituencies cannot be questioned in any
court. Consequently, the orders issued by the Delimitation Commission become final and
cannot be challenged in any court.

34. Consider the following about tribunals
1. State Administrative Tribunals are established by the Central government.
2. A tribunal looking after taxation matters can be established by State legislature.
Select the right code
a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both

d) None
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Answer – c
Administrative Tribunals Act of 1985 made under Article 323A, empowers the Central
government to establish the State Administrative Tribunals (SATs) on specific request of the
concerned state governments. So far (2013), the SATs have been set up in the nine states



Under Article 323 B, the Parliament and the state legislatures are authorised to provide for
the establishment of tribunals for the adjudication of disputes relating to
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Taxation
Foreign exchange, import and export
Industrial and labour
Land reforms
Ceiling on urban property
Elections to Parliament and state legislatures
Food stuffs
Rent and tenancy rights

While tribunals under Article 323 A can be established only by Parliament, tribunals under
Article 323 B can be established both by Parliament and state legislatures with respect to
matters falling within their legislative competence.
35. One third of the All India Services are to be filled by promotions of officers in State Services.
Such promotions are made by
a) Selection Committee presided over by Chief Secretary of the State
b) Seniority basis
c) Selection Committee presided over by UPSC Chairperson/member
d) None of the above
Answer – c
All-India Services Act of 1951 specifies that senior posts not exceeding thirty-three and one third
per cent in the Indian Administrative Service (IAS), Indian Police Service (IPS) and Indian Forest
Service (IFS) are required to be filled in by promotion of officers employed in the state services.
Such promotions are made on the recommendation of selection committee constituted for this
purpose in each state. Such a committee is presided over by the Chairman or a member of UPSC.
36. Who among the following can make new All India Services
a) President
b) Parliament
c) UPSC
d) All of the above
Answer – b
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37. Consider the following statements with respect to borrowed features of the Indian
Constitution
1. The Emergency provisions were borrowed from Government of India Act of 1935.
2. Removal of Supreme court and High court Judges was borrowed from Irish Constitution
3. Ideals of justice, liberty, equality and fraternity of the Preamble were borrowed from
French Constitution
Which of the statements given above are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 3 only
d) All of the above
Answer – a


The following features were borrowed from Government of India Act of 1935- Federal
scheme, Office of Governor, Judiciary, Public Service Commission, Emergency provisions
and administrative details.



Removal of Supreme court and High court Judges was borrowed from United States of
America Constitution



Ideals of liberty, equality and fraternity were borrowed from French Constitution. But the
ideal of justice – social, economic and political- was borrowed from USSR’s (Russia)
Constitution.

38. Which of the following are correctly matched
1. Central Information Commission

:

Ministry of Personnel

2. Staff Selection Commission

:

Ministry of Human Resource Development

3. CBI

:

Ministry of Home Affairs

Select the right code
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above
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Answer – a
All fall under Ministry of Personnel.
39. Consider the following about State Information Commissions
2. The number of Commissioners may vary from state to state.
3. The Commission submits annual report to the State legislature on the implementation of
RTI Act.
Select from the codes below
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Answer – b


The Commission consists of a State Chief Information Commissioner and not more than ten
State Information Commissioners. The number of State Information Commissioners varies
from one state to another state.



They are appointed by the Governor on the recommendation of a committee consisting of
the Chief Minister as Chairperson, the Leader of Opposition in the Legislative Assembly and
a State Cabinet Minister nominated by the Chief Minister



The Commission submits an annual report to the State Government on the implementation
of the provisions of this Act. The State Government places this report before the State
Legislature

40. With reference to the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution of India, consider the following
statements
1. It was added by the first Amendment to the Constitution of India
2. Any law included in this schedule is not open to judicial review
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Answer – a
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Ninth schedule of the Constitution of India includes Acts and Regulations (originally 13 but
presently 282) of the state legislatures dealing with land reforms and abolition of the
zamindari system and of the Parliament dealing with other matters.



This schedule was added by the 1st Amendment (1951) to protect the laws included in it
from judicial scrutiny on the ground of violation of fundamental rights. Article 31B was also
added by the 1st Amendment.



However, in 2007, the Supreme Court in I.R. Cohelo vs State of Tamil Nadu case ruled that
the laws included in this schedule after April 24, 1973, are now open to judicial review.
Such laws are open to challenge in the court if they violate fundamental rights guaranteed
under Articles 14, 15, 19 and 21 or the ‘basic structure’ of the Constitution.

41. Consider the following about Interstate Council
1. It meets regularly atleast twice a year.
2. Standing Committee of the Council has different composition from the composition of the
Council itself.
Select from the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Answer – b


Inter-State Council and the standing committee of the Inter-State Council have been
reconstituted recently. It does not meet regularly as recently Inter-State Council met after a
gap of 12 years.

Hence, statement 1 is incorrect.




Standing Committee of the Council was set up in 1996 for continuous consultation and
processing of matters for the consideration of the council. The Committee consists of
following members


Union Home minister



Five Union Cabinet Ministers



Nine Chief Ministers

Composition of ISC


Prime Minister as the Chairman



Chief Ministers of all the States



Chief Ministers of Union Territories having Legislative Assemblies



Administrators of the Union Territories not having Legislative Assemblies



Governors of the States under thePresident’s rule



Six Central Cabinet Ministers, including Home Minister, to be nominated by the PM
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Hence, statement 2 is correct.
42. Consider the following
1. Article 35A has been incorporated in the Constitution under Article 370.

3. It was included by 4th Constitutional amendment in 1954.
Select the right code
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Answer – a


Article 35A was incorporated into the Constitution in 1954 by a Presidential order issued
under Article 370 (1) (d) of the Constitution. It was not added to the Constitution through
amendment under Article 368.

Hence, statement 1 is correct and statement 3 is incorrect


Article 35A of the constitution empowers J&K legislature to define state’s “permanent
residents” and their special rights and privileges without attracting a challenge on grounds
of violating the Right to Equality of people from other States or any other right under the
Constitution. Article 35A protects certain provisions of the J&K Constitution which denies
property rights to native women who marry from outside the State. The denial of these
rights extend to her children also

Hence, statement 2 is correct
43. Supreme Court has asked the government to take necessary action for adequate
representation of certain tribal groups in Sikkim Legislative Assembly. In this context, consider
the following
1. A constitutional amendment will be needed for increasing the number of seats in Sikkim.
2. Delimitation Act 2002 will also need to be amended for the same which restricts
delimitation of constituencies till first census after 2026.
Select the right code
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
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Answer – d
As per constitutional provisions, the total number of seats for STs should be in proportion
to the population. Thus the amendments in the Second Schedule to the RP Act, 1950 is
proposed whereby total seats in Sikkim Legislative Assembly will be 40 in place of existing
32.



Special constitutional provisions to Sikkim under Article 371(f) have allowed government
to make the proposed changes without constituting a fresh delimitation commission as the
Article 170 of the Constitution (related to composition of assemblies and some provisions
of delimitation for them) does not apply to Sikkim.

By 31st amendment act delimitation exercise or delimitation act doesn’t apply to states and
union territories having population less than 6million. Hence Sikkim falls under this category.
44. Special Provisions under Article 371 have been made for the following states
1. Manipur
2. Maharashtra
3. Gujarat
4. Andhra Pardesh
5. Goa
Select from the codes below
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 2, 4 and 5
c) 4 and 5
d) All of them
Answer – d
Special Provisions for states under Article 371
Articles 371 to 371-J in part XXI of the constitution contain special provisions for 11 states viz

Article 371-Maharashtra and Gujarat



Article 371A- Nagaland



Article 371B- Assam



Article 371C- Manipur



Articles 371D & E- Andhra Pradesh



Article 371F- Sikkim



Article 371-G- Mizoram



Article 371H- Arunachal Pradesh



Article 371I- Goa



Article 371J- Karnataka
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45. Which of the following is correct
a) LG of Puducherry has more executive powers than LG of Delhi
b) LG can reserve all bills introduced in a UT with Legislative Assembly
d) All are correct
Answer – c


LG of Delhi enjoys greater powers than the LG of Puducherry. The LG of Delhi has “Executive
Functions” that allow him to exercise his powers in matters connected to public order, police
and land “in consultation with the Chief Minister, if it is so provided under any order issued
by the President under Article 239 of the Constitution.



According to Article 244, the President has powers to make regulations for a UT unless there
is a legislature for that State. Even if there is a legislature, the Administrator can reserve it
for
the
assent of President, who might reject it, except a money bill.



The Governor appoints the CM in States but the President appoints the CM and Ministers for
UTs, who will hold office during the President’s pleasure.

46. Pradyut Bordoloi vs Swapan Roy (2001) relates to
a) Office of Profit
b) Judicial appointments
c) Article 370
d) None of the above
Answer – a


In Pradyut Bordoloi vs Swapan Roy (2001), the Supreme Court outlined the following
questions for the test for office of Profit:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)



Whether the government makes the appointment;
Whether the government has the right to remove or dismiss the holder;
Whether the government pays the remuneration;
What are the functions of the holder and does he perform them for the government; and
Does the government exercise any control over the performance of those functions

Further in Jaya Bacchan v. Union of India case SC defined it as “an office which is capable
of yielding a profit or pecuniary gain.” thus it is not the actual ‘receipt’ of profit but the
‘potential’ for profit that is the deciding factor in an ‘office of profit’ case
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47. Which of the following are true
1. The number of hours of legislative business has increased over the decades.
2. It is constitutionally mandated for the Houses to have atleast three sessions in an year.
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) None of the above
d) Both 1 and 2
Answer – c


Parliament sittings have reduced from 120 days/year to 65-70 days/year over the
decades. Hence, statement 1 is incorrect



By convention, Parliament meets for three sessions in a year: the Budget session which is
held towards the beginning of the year, a three-week Monsoon session (July-August) and
Winter session (November-December). The Constitution does not specifically say that when
or for how many days should the Parliament meet.

Hence, statement 2 is incorrect


Article 85 of the constitution only requires that there should not be a gap of more than six
months between two parliamentary sessions. The same applies to state legislatures.

48. Consider the following statements
1. The office of Whip, in India, is mentioned neither in the Constitution nor in the rules of
the house, nor in the Parliamentary statutes.
2. All India Whips’ Conference is organised by Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs.
Select from the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Answer – c


The office of Whip, in India, is mentioned neither in the Constitution nor in the rules of the
house, nor in the Parliamentary statutes. It is based on the conventions of the Parliamentary
government. In India, the concept of the whip was inherited from colonial British
rule. Hence, statement 1 is correct



18th All India Whips’ Conference was held in January 2018. Organizing the All India Whips
Conference is one of the functions assigned to the Ministry of Parliamentary affairs, under
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Government of India (Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961 made under Article 77(3). Hence,
statement 2 is correct
49. Cooperatives fall under which list of the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution
b) State List
c) Concurrent List
d) A residuary subject
Answer – b


Under the Montague-Chelmsford Reforms of 1919, cooperation became a provincial subject
and the provinces were authorised to make their own cooperative laws. This categorization
carried on to GOI Act, 1935. It is a State Subject under entry No.32 (7th schedule) of the State
List of the Constitution of India

Other constitutional provisions


Part IV, Article 43 as a Directive Principle which enjoins the State Government to promote
cottage industry on an individual or cooperative basis in rural areas



Article 19(1)(c) as ‘Right to form Associations or Unions

50. A member of either House of Parliament disqualified on grounds of defection can be
1. Appointed as a Minister by different political party
2. Hold a remunerative political post under any stat government
Select from the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Answer – d
91st Amendment Act of 2003 has made the following provisions


A member of either House of Parliament belonging to any political party who is disqualified
on the ground of defection shall also be disqualified to be appointed as a minister. Hence,
statement 1 is incorrect



A member of either House of Parliament or either House of a State Legislature belonging to
any political party who is disqualified on the ground of defection shall also be disqualified
to hold any remunerative political post. Hence, statement 2 is incorrect



The expression “remunerative political post” means (i) any office under the Central
Government or a state government where the salary or remuneration for such office is paid
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out of the public revenue of the concerned government; or (ii) any office under a body,
whether incorporated or not, which is wholly or partially owned by the Central Government
or a state government and the salary or remuneration for such office is paid by such body,
except where such salary or remuneration paid is compensatory in nature (Article 361-B).

a) Appointment of judges
b) Salary and allowances of judges
c) Pension of judges
d) Open Courts system
Answer – a


In the First Judges case (1982), the Court held that consultation does not mean concurrence
and it only implies exchange of views.



But, in the Second Judges case (1993), the Court reversed its earlier ruling and changed the
meaning of the word consultation to concurrence. The Chief Justice would tender his advice
on the matter after consulting two of his senior most colleagues.



In the third judges case (1998), the Court opined that the consultation process to be adopted
by the Chief justice of India requires ‘consultation of plurality judges’. He should consult a
collegium of four senior most judges of the Supreme Court and even if two judges give an
adverse opinion, he should not send the recommendation to the government.

52. Which of the following are true about qualifications for a Supreme Court Judge
1. A naturalised citizen is eligible.
2. Should be of age more than 35 years.
3. Should have been a judge of High Court for 10 years.
Select from the following codes
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1 and 3 only
Answer – a
A person to be appointed as a judge of the Supreme Court should have the following
qualifications:


He should be a citizen of India. Hence, statement 1 is correct



He should have been a judge of a High Court (or high courts in succession) for five years;
Hence, statement 3 is incorrect or
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He should have been an advocate of a High Court (or High Courts in succession) for ten
years; or



He should be a distinguished jurist in the opinion of the president.

53. Konkani is a
1. Schedule VIII language under the constitution
2. Is one of the official language of Maharashtra
Select from the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Answer – a


Konkani is the official language of the state of Goa and it is one of 22 scheduled languages
mentioned in the 8th schedule of the Constitution. Hence, statement 1 is correct.



It is spoken all along the Konkan and Malabar coasts. Konkani speakers are an influential
minority in Karnataka and Kerala too. Konkani is the only language that is written in five
different scripts – Roman, Devnagri, Kannada, Persian Arabic and Malayam.



Konkani was accorded the official language of Goa status in 1987. Hence, statement 2 is
incorrect

54. Consider the following about Directive Principles
1. They have been derived from the Irish Constitution.
2. Similar instructions to the State also existed in Government of India Act, 1935
3. The explicit provision to minimise inequalities was not there in the original Constitution.
Select from the code below
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer – d
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The idea of Directive Principles of State Policy was borrowed from Irish Constitution of
1937. Hence, statement 1 is correct



Directive Principles resemble the ‘Instrument of Instructions’ enumerated in the
Government of India Act of 1935. In the words of Dr B R Ambedkar, ‘the Directive Principles
are like the instrument of instructions, which were issued to the Governor-General and to
the Governors of the colonies of India by the British Government under the Government of
India Act of 1935. What is called Directive Principles is merely another name for the
instrument of instructions. The only difference is that they are instructions to the legislature
and the executive’.

Hence, statement 2 is correct


44th Amendment Act of 1978 added one more Directive Principle, which requires the State
to minimise inequalities in income, status, facilities and opportunities (Article 38). Hence,
statement 3 is correct

55. Which of the following were the suggestions made by Swaran Singh Committee to be
included as Fundamental Duties
1. Duty to pay taxes
2. Family Planning
3. Casting vote
Select from the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Answer – a


Swaran Singh Committee suggested the incorporation of eight Fundamental Duties in the
Constitution, the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act (1976) included ten Fundamental
Duties



Certain recommendations of the Committee were not accepted by the Congress Party and
hence, not incorporated in the Constitution.
1. Parliament may provide for the imposition of such penalty or punishment as may be
considered appropriate for any non-compliance with or refusal to observe any of the
duties
2. No law imposing such penalty or punishment shall be called in question in any court
on the ground of infringement of any of Fundamental Rights or on the ground of
repugnancy to any other provision of the Constitution
3. Duty to pay taxes should also be a Fundamental Duty of the citizens
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56. Constitution confers executive power of a subject in the Concurrent list to
a) Union Government
b) State Governments
d) All of the above
Answer – b
Explanation
In respect of matters on which both the Parliament and the state legislatures have power of
legislation (i.e., the subjects enumerated in the Concurrent List), the executive power rests with
the states except when a Constitutional provision or a parliamentary law specifically confers it
on the Centre.
57. The mutual delegation of executive power between centre and states cannot occur
a) From Centre to State through President
b) From State to Centre through Governor
c) From Centre to State through Parliament
d) From State to Centre through State legislature
Answer – d
Explanation


President may, with the consent of the state government, entrust to that government any of
the executive functions of the Centre. Conversely, the governor of a state may, with the
consent of the Central government, entrust to that government any of the executive
functions of the state



Constitution also makes a provision for the entrustment of the executive functions of the
Centre to a state without the consent of that state. But, in this case, the delegation is by the
Parliament and not by the president. Notably, the same thing cannot be done by the state
legislature.

58. State governments can impose tax on the following
1. Electricity sold to Indian Railways
2. Electricity sold to State tax department
3. Electricity sold to any authority established by Parliament to regulate inter-state river
valley
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Select from the codes below
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only

Answer – b
Explanation


A state legislature can impose tax on the consumption or sale of electricity. But, no tax can
be imposed on the consumption or sale of electricity which is (a) consumed by the Centre
or sold to the Centre; or (b) consumed in the construction, maintenance or operation of any
railway by the Centre or by the concerned railway company or sold to the Centre or the
railway company for the same purpose



A state legislature can impose a tax in respect of any water or electricity stored, generated,
consumed, distributed or sold by any authority established by Parliament for regulating or
developing any inter-state river or river valley. But, such a law, to be effective, should be
reserved for the president’s consideration and receive his assent.

59. Zonal Councils are
1. Constitutional bodies
2. Union Home Minister is Chairperson
Select from the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Answer – b
Explanation
Zonal Councils are the statutory (and not the constitutional) bodies. They are established by an
Act of the Parliament, that is, States Reorganisation Act of 1956. The act divided the country into
five zones (Northern, Central, Eastern, Western and Southern) and provided a zonal council for
each zone. (Hence statement 1 is incorrect)
The home minister of Central government is the common chairman of the five zonal councils.
Each chief minister acts as a vice chairman of the council by rotation, holding office for a period
of one year at a time. (Hence statement 2 is correct).
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60. Which of the following Councils have been set up under Article 263
1. Central Council of Health
2. Central Council of Indian Medicine
Select from the codes below
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 only
d) All of them
Answer – b
Explanation


Article 263 contemplates the establishment of an Inter-State Council to effect coordination
between the states and between Centre and states. Thus, the President can establish such a
council if at any time it appears to him that the public interest would be served by its
establishment. He can define the nature of duties to be performed by such a council and its
organisation and procedure



Under the above provisions of Article 263, the president has established the following
councils to make recommendations for the better coordination of policy and action in the
related subjects:





Central Council of Health.



Central Council of Local Government and Urban Development.3



Four Regional Councils for Sales Tax for the Northern, Eastern, Western and Southern
Zones.

The Central Council of Indian Medicine and the Central Council of Homoeopathy were set
up under the Acts of Parliament

61. In 1720, the British government enacted the Calico Act. What is it related to?
a) Disallowing Indians from entering Civil Services
b) Compulsory use of English language in Company affairs
c) Banning the use of printed cotton textile, imported from India.
d) Barring of company officials from private trade
Solution: c
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Justification:
By the early eighteenth century, worried by the popularity of Indian textiles, wool and silk
makers in

At this time textile industries had just begun to develop in England. Unable to compete with
Indian
Textiles, English producers wanted a secure market within the country by preventing the entry
of Indian
Textiles. The first to grow under government protection was the calico printing industry. Indian
designs were now imitated and printed in England on white muslin or plain unbleached Indian
cloth.
Hence, Option c is correct.
Source: NCERT Our Pasts III Part II
62. Consider the following statements.
1. James Mil started a journal called Asiatick Researches.
2. The journal was based on the principle of Orientalism
3. Warren Hastings was an Orientalist
Which of the above statements is/are NOT correct?
a) Only 1 and 2
b) Only 1 and 3
c) None of them
d) Only 1
Solution: d
Justification:
William Jones discovered that his interests were shared by many British officials living in
Calcutta at the time. Englishmen like Henry Thomas Colebrooke and Nathaniel Halhed were also
busy discovering the ancient Indian heritage, mastering Indian languages and translating
Sanskrit and Persian works into English. Together with them, Jones set up the Asiatic Society
of Bengal, and started a journal called Asiatick Researches. (Hence statement 1 is
incorrect and statement 2 is correct)
Hastings took the initiative to set up the Calcutta Madrasa, and believed that the ancient customs
of the country and Oriental learning ought to be the basis of British rule in India. (Hence
statement 3 is correct).
Hence, Option d is correct.
Source: NCERT Our Pasts III Part II
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England began protesting against the import of Indian cotton textiles. In 1720, the British
government enacted a legislation banning the use of printed cotton textiles – chintz – in
England. Interestingly, this Act was known as the Calico Act.
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63. Which of the following is/are correct about Wood’s Despatch?
1. It emphasized on the European learning.
2. It argued that literature of the East was full of grave errors
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
Justification:
In 1854, the Court of Directors of the East India Company in London sent an educational
despatch to the Governor-General in India. Issued by Charles Wood, the President of the Board
of Control of the Company, it has come to be known as Wood’s Despatch. Outlining the
educational policy that was to be followed in India, it emphasised once again the practical
benefits of asystem of European learning, as opposed to Oriental knowledge. (Hence
statement 1 is correct).
One of the practical uses the Despatch pointed to was economic. European learning, it
said, would enable Indians to recognise the advantages that flow from the expansion of
trade and commerce, and make them see the importance of developing the resources of the
country. Introducing them to European ways of life, would change their tastes and desires, and
create a demand for British goods, for Indians would begin to appreciate and buy things that
were produced in Europe.
Wood’s Despatch also argued that European learning would improve the moral character of
Indians. It would make them truthful and honest, and thus supply the Company with civil
servants who could be trusted and depended upon.
The literature of the East was not only full of grave errors, it could also not instill in people
a sense of duty and a commitment to work, nor could it develop the skills required for
administration.
Following the 1854 Despatch, several measures were introduced by the British. (Hence
statement 2 is correct).
Education departments of the government were set up to extend control over all matters
regarding education. Steps were taken to establish a system of university education. In 1857,
while the sepoys rose in revolt in Meerut and Delhi, universities were being established in
Calcutta, Madras and Bombay. Attempts were also made to bring about changes within the
system of school education.
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Select the correct answer using the codes below.
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Hence Option c is correct.
Source: NCERT Our Pasts III Part II

1. Christian Missionaries were against education based on practical use
2. William Carey, a Scottish missionary played a key role in establishing the Serampore
Mission
3. Until 1833, the East India Company was opposed to missionary activities in India.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 2
b) Only 1 and 2
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) None of them
Solution: b
Justification:
The argument for practical education was strongly criticized by the Christian
missionaries in India in the nineteenth century. The missionaries felt that education should
attempt to improve the moral character of the people, and morality could be improved only
through Christian education.(Hence statement 1 is correct).
Until 1813, the East India Company was opposed to missionary activities in India. It feared
that missionary activities would provoke reaction amongst the local population and make them
suspicious of British presence in India. (Hence statement 3 is incorrect).
Unable to establish an institution within British-controlled territories, the missionaries set up a
mission at Serampore in an area under the control of the Danish East India Company. A printing
press was set up in 1800 and a college established in 1818.Over the nineteenth century,
missionary schools were set up all over India.
After 1857, however, the British government in India was reluctant to directly support
missionary education. There was a feeling that any strong attack on local customs, practices,
beliefs and religious ideas might enrage “native” opinion.
William Carey was a Scottish missionary who helped establish the Serampore Mission
(Hence statement 2 is correct).
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64. Consider the following statements
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Hence, Option b is correct
Source: NCERT Our Pasts III Part II
65. Which of the following is/are correct about Pathshalas under British India?

2. Wood’s Despatch regularized the Pathashalas.
Select the correct answer sing codes below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
Justification:
In the 1830s, William Adam, a Scottish missionary, toured the districts of Bengal and Bihar. He
had been asked by the Company to report on the progress of education in vernacular schools.
The report Adam produced is interesting. Adam found that there were over 1 lakh pathshalas in
Bengal and Bihar. These were small institutions with no more than 20 students each. But the
total number of children being taught in these pathshalas was considerable– over 20 lakh. These
institutions were set up by wealthy people, or the local community. At times they were
started by a teacher (guru). (Hence statement 1 is correct).
The system of education was flexible. Few things that you associate with schools today were
present in the pathshalas at the time. There were no fixed fee, no printed books, no separate
school building, no benches or chairs, no blackboards, no system of separate classes, no rollcall
registers, no annual examinations, and no regular time-table.
After 1854 the Company decided to improve the system of vernacular education. It felt that
this could be done by introducing order within the system, imposing routines, establishing rules,
ensuring regular inspections. (Hence statement 2 is correct).
It appointed a number of government pandits, each in charge of looking after four to five schools.
The task of the pandit was to visit the pathshalas and try and improve the standard of teaching.
Each guru was asked to submit periodic reports and take classes according to a regular
timetable. Teaching was now to be based on textbooks and learning wasto be tested through a
system of annual examination.
Students were asked to pay a regular fee, attend regular classes, sit on fixed seats, and obey the
new rules of discipline.
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1. These were institutions working on the principle of decentralized governance with
minimum of rules
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Hence, Option c is correct.
Source: NCERT Our Pasts III Part II
66. Consider the following statements
2. He was not critical of western civilization unlike Mahatma Gandhi
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
Justification:
Tagore was of the view that creative learning could be encouraged only within a natural
environment. So he chose to set up his school 100 kilometres away from Calcutta, in a rural
setting. He saw it as an abode of peace (santiniketan), where living in harmony with nature,
children could cultivate their natural creativity. (Hence statement 1 is correct).
In many senses Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi thought about education in similar ways. There
were, however, differences too. Gandhiji was highly critical of Western civilisation and its
worship of machines and technology. Tagore wanted to combine elements of modern
Western civilisation with what he saw as the best within Indian tradition. He emphasized the
need to teach science and technology at Santiniketan, along with art, music and dance. (Hence
statement 2 is correct).
Hence, Option c is correct.
Source: NCERT Our Pasts III Part II
67. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. Jyotirao Phule wrote the book Gulamgiri.
2. He dedicated his book to all those Americans who had fought to free slaves during
American Civil War
3. He was concerned about the plight of upper caste women as well
Select the correct answer sing codes below.
a) Only 1 and 2

b) Only 1 and 3

c) Only 1

d) 1, 2 and 3
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1. Tagore stressed on learning in natural environment.
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Solution: d
Justification:

He even was against the plight of upper Caste women. (Hence statement 3 is correct).
Hence, option (d) is correct
Source: NCERT Our Pasts III Part II
68. Veda Samaj was established in 1864. Which of the following statements is/are correct about
it?
1. It was established in Madras
2. It was inspired by Brahmo Samaj
3. It differed from Brahmo Samaj in that it propagated polytheism.
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 1 and 2
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) Only 2
Solution: b
Justification:
The Veda Samaj
Established in Madras (Chennai) in 1864, the Veda Samaj was inspired by the Brahmo
Samaj. (Hence statement 1 and statement 2 are correct).
It worked to abolish caste distinctions and promote widow remarriage and women’s education.
Its members believed in one God. They condemned the superstitions and rituals of orthodox
Hinduism. (Hence statement 3 is incorrect).
Hence Option b is correct
Source: Our Pasts Part III Part II
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In 1873, Phule wrote a book named Gulamgiri, meaning slavery. (Hence statement 1 is
correct).Some ten years before this, the American Civil War had been fought, leading to the end
of slavery in America. Phule dedicated his book to all those Americans who had fought to free
slaves, thus establishing a link between the conditions of the “lower” castes in India and the
black slaves in America. (Hence statement 2 is correct). Hence he was against exploitation of
every kind irrespective of boundaries.
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69. Which of the following was/were the change/s effected in Indian Paintings with the coming
European artists?
1. Inculcation of the idea of Realism
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: a
Justification:
From the eighteenth century a stream of European artists came to India along with the British
traders and rulers. The artists brought with them new styles and new conventions of painting.
They began producing pictures which became widely popular in Europe and helped shape
Western perceptions of India.
European artists brought with them the idea of realism. This was a belief that artists had to
observe carefully and depict faithfully what the eye saw. What the artist produced was expected
to look real and lifelike. (Hence statement 1 is correct).
European artists also brought with them the technique of oil painting – a technique with
which Indian artists were not very familiar. Oil painting enabled artists to produce images that
looked real. (Hence statement 2 is incorrect).
Hence option a is correct.
Source: Our Pasts Part III Part II
70. Which of the following is NOT correct about Kalighat paintings?
a) It was developed by Patuas and potters.
b) Initially they worked on mythological themes.
c) Under British rule, they started depicting social life
d) They used palm leaf as the canvas.
Solution: d
Justification:
In Bengal, around the pilgrimage centre of the temple of Kalighat, local village scroll
painters (called patuas) and potters (called kumors in eastern India and kumhars in north
India) began developing a new style of art.
www.insightsias.com

41

www.insightsonindia.com

INSIGHTS IAS REVISION TESTS FOR UPSC CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM – 2018

2. Introduction of the technique of water colours.
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They moved from the surrounding villages into Calcutta in the early nineteenth century.
Before the nineteenth century, the village patuas and kumors had worked on mythological
themes and produced images of gods.

Many of these Kalighat pictures were printed in large numbers and sold in the market.
Initially, the images were engraved in wooden blocks. The carved block was inked,
pressed against paper, and then the woodcut prints that were produced were coloured by
hand.
Hence, option d is correct.
Source: Our Pasts Part III Part II
71. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. The technique and themes of paintings of Raja Ravi Verma were completely Western
based.
2. Abanindranath Tagore used water colours in his paintings
3. Abanindranath Tagore was influenced by the art of Japanese artists
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) 1, 2 and 3
b) Only 2 and 3
c) Only 3
d) Only 1 and 3
Solution: b
Justification:
Raja Ravi Varma was one of the first artists who tried to create a style that was both modern
and national. Ravi Varma belonged to the family of the Maharajas of Travancore in Kerala, and
was addressed as Raja. He mastered the Western art of oil painting and realistic life study,
but painted themes from Indian mythology. (Hence statement 1 is incorrect). He dramatised
on canvas, scene after scene from the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, drawing on the theatrical
performances of mythological stories that he witnessed during his tour of the Bombay
Presidency.
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After the 1840s, we see a new trend within the Kalighat artists. Living in a society where values,
tastes, social norms and customs were undergoing rapid changes, Kalighat artists responded to
the world around, and produced paintings on social and political themes. Many of the latenineteenth-century Kalighat paintings depict social life under British rule. Often the artists
mocked at the changes they saw around, ridiculing the new tastes of those who spoke in English
and adopted Western habits, dressed like sahibs, smoked cigarettes, or sat on chairs.
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(Hence statement 2 and statement 3 are correct).
Hence, option b is correct.
72. Which of the following is NOT correct about Moderates?
a) They solely represented the interests of the elite
b) They wanted to develop public awareness about unjust nature of British Rule
c) They passed many resolutions demanding humane treatment of Indian labourer
aboard
d) They believed in the benevolence of British Administration.
Solution: a
Justification:
The early Congress also raised a number of economic issues. It declared that British rule had led
to poverty and famines: increase in the land revenue had impoverished peasants and zamindars,
and exports of grains to Europe had created food shortages. The Congress demanded reduction
of revenue, cut in military expenditure, and more funds for irrigation. It passed many resolutions
on the salt tax, treatment of Indian labourers abroad, and the sufferings of forest dwellers –
caused by an interfering forest administration. All this shows that despite being a body of the
educated elite, the Congress did not talk only on behalf of professional groups, zamindars or
industrialists.
The Moderate leaders wanted to develop public awareness about the unjust nature of British
rule. They published newspapers, wrote articles, and showed how British rule was leading to the
economic ruin of the country. They criticized British rule in their speeches and sent
representatives to different parts of the country to mobilize public opinion. They felt that the
British had respect for the ideals of freedom and justice, and so they would accept the just
demands of Indians. What was necessary, therefore, was to express these demands, and make
the government aware of the feelings of Indians.
Hence, Option a is correct.
Source: Our Pasts Part III Part II
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In Bengal, a new group of nationalist artists gathered around Abanindranath Tagore (18711951), the nephew of Rabindranath Tagore. They rejected the art of Ravi Varma as imitative and
westernised, and declared that such a style was unsuitable for depicting the nation’s ancient
myths and legends. They felt that a genuine Indian style of painting had to draw inspiration from
non-Western art traditions, and try to capture the spiritual essence of the East. So they broke
away from the convention of oil painting and the realistic style, used water colours and turned
for inspiration to medieval Indian traditions of miniature painting and the ancient art of mural
painting in the Ajanta caves. They were also influenced by the art of Japanese artists who
visited India at that time to develop an Asian art movement.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia

73. Consider the following statements about Natal Indian Congress
1. It was presided by Mahatma Gandhi.
2. It later became part of African National Congress.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: a
Justification:
It was presided by Dada Abdullah and it was formed during Gandhi’s stint at South
Africa. Hence statement 1 is incorrect.
It later became part of African National Congress.
Hence, option a is correct. Hence statement 2 is correct.
74. Which of the following is /are correct about Rowlatt Satyagraha?
1. Indian National Congress under Gandhi provided organizational infrastructure for it
2. It turned out to be the first all India struggle.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: b
Justification:
In 1919 Gandhiji gave a call for a satyagraha against the Rowlatt Act that the British had just
passed. The Act curbed fundamental rights such as the freedom of expression and strengthened
police powers. Mahatma Gandhi, Mohammad Ali Jinnah and others felt that the government had
no right to restrict people’s basic freedoms. They criticised the Act as “devilish” and tyrannical.
Gandhiji asked the Indian people to observe 6 April 1919 as a day of non-violent opposition to
this Act, as a day of “humiliation and prayer” and hartal (strike). Satyagraha Sabhas were set up
to launch the movement.
The Rowlatt Satyagraha turned out to be the first all-India struggle against the British
government although it was largely restricted to cities. (Hence statement 2 is correct).
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Which of the above statements is/are NOT correct?
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In April 1919 there were a number of demonstrations and hartals in the country and the
government used brutal measures to suppress them. The Jallianwala Bagh atrocities, inflicted by
General Dyer in Amritsar on Baisakhi day (13 April), were a part of this repression. On learning
about the massacre, Rabindranath Tagore expressed the pain and anger of the country by
renouncing his knighthood.
Source: Our Pasts Part III Part II
75. Which of the following statements is/are correct about Badshah Khan?
1. He founded the Khudai Khidmatgars
2. He was a strong supporter of non-violence.
3. He favored the partition of India.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) Only 1 and 3
b) Only 1
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) Only 1 and 2
Solution: d
Justification:
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, the Pashtun leader from the North West Frontier Province, with his
colleagues at a peace march through Bihar, March 1947 Also known as Badshah Khan, he was
the founder of the Khudai Khidmatgars, a powerful non-violent movement among the
Pathans of his province. (Hence statement 1 and statement 2 are correct).
Badshah Khan was strongly opposed to the Partition of India. He criticised his Congress
colleagues for agreeing to the 1947 division. (Hence statement 3 is incorrect).
Hence, option d is correct.
Source: NCERT Our Pasts III Part II
76. Which of the following is NOT correct about Vedic Society?
a) Family was Patriarchy based
b) There are no evidences of child marriage
c) The economy was largely settled agriculture
d) They believed in naturalistic polytheism
Solution: c
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Hence, Option b is correct.
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Justification:
The Rig Vedic society was patriarchal. The basic unit of society was family or graham. The head
of the family was known as grahapathi. Monogamy was generally practiced while polygamy was
prevalent among the royal and noble families. The wife took care of the household and
participated in all the major ceremonies.

The Rig Vedic Aryans were pastoral people and their main occupation was cattle rearing. Their
wealth was estimated in terms of their cattle. When they permanently settled in North India they
began to practice agriculture.
The Rig Vedic Aryans worshiped the natural forces like earth, fire, wind, rain and thunder
(naturalistic polytheism). They personified these natural forces into many gods and worshipped
them. The important Rig Vedic gods were Prithvi (Earth), Agni (Fire), Vayu (Wind), Varuna
(Rain) and Indra (Thunder). Indra was the most popular among them during the early Vedic
period. Next in importance to Indra was Agni who was regarded as an intermediary between the
gods and people.
Varuna was supposed to be the upholder of the natural order. There were also female gods like
Aditi and Ushas. There were no temples and no idol worship during the early Vedic period.
Prayers were offered to the gods in the expectation of rewards. Ghee, milk and grain were given
as offerings. Elaborate rituals were followed during the worship.
Hence, option c is correct.
Source: Tamil Nadu Class 11 text book.
77. Which of the following is/are correct about religion in Vedic period?
1. There are evidences of female gods
2. Female gods were given equal status with male gods
3. There was idol worship prevalent during the period
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) Only 1 and 2
b) 1, 2 and 3
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) Only 1
Solution: d
Justification:
The Rig Vedic Aryans worshiped the natural forces like earth, fire, wind, rain and thunder
(naturalistic polytheism). They personified these natural forces into many gods and worshipped
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Women were given equal opportunities as men for their spiritual and intellectual development.
There were women poets like Apala, Viswavara, Ghosa and Lopamudra during the Rig Vedic
period.Women could even attend the popular assemblies. There was no child marriage and the
practice of sati was absent regions as the original home of the Aryans.
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them. The important Rig Vedic gods were Prithvi (Earth), Agni (Fire), Vayu (Wind), Varuna
(Rain) and Indra (Thunder). Indra was the most popular among them during the early Vedic
period. Next in importance to Indra was Agni who was regarded as an intermediary between the
gods and people. Varuna was supposed to be the upholder of the natural order. Thus we can see
hierarchy of gods.

There were no temples and no idol worship during the early Vedic period. Prayers were
offered to the gods in the expectation of rewards. Ghee, milk and grain were given as offerings.
Elaborate rituals were followed during the worship. (Hence statement 3 is incorrect).
Hence, Option d is correct.
Source: Tamil Nadu Class 11 text book.
78. ‘Right Knowledge’ in Jainism refers to
a) Understanding the importance of the Five Great Vows.
b) Strict belief in the doctrine of Ahimsa.
c) Acceptance of the theory that there is no God and that all objects possess a soul.
d) Rejection of the authorittty of Vedas and Vedic rituals
Solution: c
Justification:
Right faith is the belief in the teachings and wisdom of Mahavira. Right Knowledge is the
acceptance of the theory that there is no God and that the world has been existing without a
creator and that all objects possess a soul. Right conduct refers to the observance of the five great
vows:


not to injure life



not to lie



not to steal



not to acquire property



not to lead immoral life.

Both the clergy and laymen had to strictly follow the doctrine of ahimsa. Mahavira regarded all
objects, both animate and inanimate, have souls and various degrees of consciousness. They
possess life and feel pain when they are injured. Mahavira rejected the authority of the Vedas
and objected to the Vedic rituals.
Hence, Option c is correct.
Source: Tamilnadu Class XI
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There were also female gods like Aditi and Ushas. And they were placed at lower importance
than the male gods. (Hence statement 1 is correct and statement 2 is incorrect).
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79. Consider the following statements
1. Ekarat was the title assumed by a Kharavela King.
2. The Hathigumpha inscription refers to the conquest of Kalinga by the Nandas.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: b
Justification:
The fame of Magadha scaled new heights under the Nanda dynasty. Their conquests went
beyond the boundaries of the Gangetic basin and in North India they carved a well-knit and vast
empire. Mahapadma Nanda was a powerful ruler of the Nanda dynasty. He uprooted
the kshatriya dynasties in north India and assumed the title ekarat. The Puranas speak of the
extensive conquests made by Mahapadma. The Hathigumpha inscription of Kharavela of Kalinga
refers to the conquest of Kalinga by the Nandas. Many historians believe that a considerable
portion of the Deccan was also under the control of the Nandas. Therefore,
Mahapadma Nanda may be regarded as a great empire builder.
Hence, Option b is correct.
Source: Tamilnadu Class XI
80. Which of the following is /are correct about Asvagosha?
1. He adorned the court of Kanishka
2. He authored the work Buddha Charita.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
Justification:
Kanishka embraced Buddhism in the early part of his reign. However, his coins exhibit the
images of not only Buddha but also Greek and Hindu gods. It reflects the Kanishka’s toleration
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Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
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towards other religions. In the age of Kanishka the Mahayana Buddhism came into vogue. It is
different in many respects from the religion taught by the Buddha and propagated by Asoka.

He patronised Buddhist scholars like Vasumitra, Asvagosha and Nagarjuna. (Hence
statement 1 is correct)
He also convened the Fourth Buddhist Council to discuss matters relating to Buddhist theology
and doctrine. It was held at the Kundalavana monastery near Srinagar in Kashmir under the
presidentship of Vasumitra. About 500 monks attended the Council. The Council prepared an
authoritative commentary on the Tripitakas and the Mahayana doctrine was given final shape.
Asvagosha was a great philosopher, poet and dramatist.
Buddhacharita. (Hence statement 2 is correct).

He was the author of

Nagarjuna from south India adorned the court of Kanishka.
The famous physician of ancient India Charaka was also patronized by him.
Hence, option c is correct.
Source: Tamilnadu Class XI
81. The term “Pahi-kastha”used in Medieval times is related to
a) A type of cultivation
b) A type of Agricultural labourer.
c) A kind of trading community
d) A type of irrigation.
Solution: b
Justification:
The term which Indo-Persian sources of the Mughal period most frequently used to denote a
peasant was raiyat (plural, riaya) or muzarian. In addition, we also encounter the
terms kisan or asami. Sources of the seventeenth century refer to two kinds of peasants – khudkashta and pahi-kashta. The former were residents of the village in which they held their lands.
The latter were non-resident cultivators who belonged to some other village, but cultivated
lands elsewhere on a contractual basis. People became pahi-kashta either out of choice – for
example, when terms of revenue in a distant village were more favourable – or out of compulsion
– for example,forced by economic distress after a famine.
Hence, Option b is correct.
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The Buddha came to be worshipped with flowers, garments, perfumes and lamps. Thus image
worship and rituals developed in Mahayana Buddhism. Kanishka also sent missionaries to
Central Asia and China for the propagation of the new faith. Buddhist chaityas and viharas were
built in different places.
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Source: Themes in Indian History Part 2
82. Which of the following is/are correct about village Panchayats under Mughal rule?
1. Its headman was called the mandal.
3. One of its functions was to enforce caste regulations
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) Only 1 and 3
b) Only 2 and 3
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) Only 3
Solution: a
Justification:
The village panchayat was an assembly of elders, usually important people of the village with
hereditary rights over their property. In mixed-caste villages, the panchayat was usually a
heterogeneous body. An oligarchy, the panchayat represented various castes and communities
in the village, though the village menial-cum-agricultural worker was unlikely to be represented
there. The decisions made by these panchayats were binding on the members. (Hence
statement 2 is incorrect).
The panchayat was headed by a headman known as muqaddam or mandal. (Hence statement 1
is correct).
One important function of the panchayat was to ensure that caste boundaries among the various
communities inhabiting the village were upheld. (Hence statement 3 is correct).
Hence, option a is correct.
Source: Themes in Indian History Part 2
83. Which of the following is/are NOT correct about Zamindars under Mughal India?
1. They held extensive personal lands for private use.
2. Their relationship with the peasantry had an element of reciprocity, paternalism and
patronage
3. Bhakti saints were highly critical of Zamindars
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) Only 3

b) Only 1 and 2

c) Only 2 and 3

d) None of them
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2. It was a homogeneous body in terms of caste
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Solution: a
The zamindars who were landed proprietors who also enjoyed certain social and economic
privileges by virtue of their superior status in rural society. Caste was one factor that accounted
for the elevated status of zamindars; another factor was that they performed certain services
(khidmat) for the state.

Although there can be little doubt that zamindars were an exploitative class, their relationship
with the peasantry had an element of reciprocity, paternalism and patronage. Two aspects
reinforce this view. (Hence statement 2 is correct).
First, the bhakti saints, who eloquently condemned caste-based and other forms of
oppression (see also Chapter 6), did not portray the zamindars (or, interestingly, the
moneylender) as exploiters or oppressors of the peasantry. (Hence statement 3 is incorrect).
Usually it was the revenue official of the state who was the object of their ire. Second, in a large
number of agrarian uprisings which erupted in north India in the seventeenth century,
zamindars often received the support of the peasantry in their struggle against the state.
Hence, Option a is correct.
Source: Themes in Indian History Part 2
84. Which of the following statements is/are NOT correct?
1. Amil guzar was the revenue collector under Akbar
2. Amin was an official responsible to ensure execution of imperial regulations in the
provinces
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: d
Justification:
The Mughal state tried to first acquire specific information about the extent of the agricultural
lands in the empire and what these lands produced before fixing the burden of taxes on people.
The land revenue arrangements consisted of two stages – first, assessment and then actual
collection.
The jama was the amount assessed, as opposed to hasil, the amount collected. In his list of duties
of the amil-guzar or revenue collector, Akbar decreed that while he should strive to make
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The zamindars held extensive personal lands termed milkiyat, meaning
property. Milkiyat lands were cultivated for the private use of zamindars, often with the help of
hired or servile labour. The zamindars could sell, bequeath or mortgage these lands at
will. (Hence statement 1 is correct).
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cultivators pay in cash, the option of payment in kind was also to be kept open. While fixing
revenue, the attempt of the state was to maximize its claims. The scope of actually realizing these
claims was, however, sometimes thwarted by local conditions.
(Hence statement 1 is correct).

Classification of lands under Akbar
Hence, Option d is correct.
Source: Themes in Indian History Part 2
85. Which of the following statements is/are correct about Humayun Nama?
1. It was written by Humayun.
2. It is a eulogy of the Mughal emperors
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: d
Justification:
An interesting book giving us a glimpse into the domestic world of the Mughals is
the HumayunNama written by Gulbadan Begum. (Hence statement 1 is incorrect).
Gulbadan was the daughter of Babur, Humayun’s sister and Akbar’s aunt. Gulbadan could write
fluently in Turkish and Persian. When Akbar commissioned Abu’l Fazl to write a history of his
reign, he requested his aunt to record her memoirs of earlier times under Babur and Humayun,
for Abu’l Fazl to draw upon.
What Gulbadan wrote was no eulogy of the Mughal emperors. Rather she described in great
detail the conflicts and tensions among the princes and kings and the important mediating
role elderly women of the family played in resolving some of these conflicts. (Hence
statement 2 is incorrect).
Hence, Option d is correct.
Source: Themes in Indian History Part 2
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Amin was an official responsible for ensuring that imperial regulations were carried out in the
provinces. (Hence statement 2 is correct).
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86. Which of the following make/s Mauryan pillars different from Achamenian pillars?
1. They are polished and Achamenian pillars are not
2. They are carved and Achamenian pillars are constructed
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) 1, 2 and 3
b) Only 2 and 3
c) Only 1 and 2
d) Only 1 and 3
Solution: b
Justification:
Construction of stupas and viharas as part of monastic establishments became part of the
Buddhist tradition. However, in this period, apart from stupas and viharas, stone pillars, rockcut caves and monumental figure sculptures were carved at several places. The tradition of
constructing pillars is very old and it may be observed that erection of pillars was prevalent in
the Achamenian Empire as well. But the Mauryan pillars are different from the Achamenian
pillars.
Maurya columns and Achaemenian pillars, both used polished stones. Both have certain
common sculpture motifs such as the lotus. (Hence statement 1 is incorrect).
The Mauryan pillars are rock-cut pillars thus displaying the carver’s skills, whereas the
Achamenian pillars are constructed in pieces by a mason. (Hence statement 2 is correct).
The Achaemenid pillars were generally part of some larger architectural scheme, composed
of much too many component parts looking complex and complicated. While the Ashokan
columns were intended to produce the effect of an independent freestanding
monument with simpler specimen, more harmonious in conception and execution and gives the
feeling of greater stability, dignity and strength. (Hence statement 3 is correct).
Stone pillars were erected all over the Mauryan Empire with inscriptions engraved on them. The
top portion of the pillar was carved with capital figures like the bull, the lion, the elephant, etc.
Hence, Option b is correct
Source: An introduction to Indian Art part 1 Class 11.
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3. They are independent structure unlike Achamenian pillars.
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87. Which of the following is/are correct about Early Stupa Art?
1. Narrative was a major part of it
2. Only symbols of Buddha were used
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: c
Justification:
During the early phase of Buddhism, Buddha is depicted symbolically through footprints,
stupas, lotus throne, chakra, etc. This indicates either simple worship, or paying respect, or at
times depicts historisisation of life events. (Hence statement 2 is correct).
Gradually narrative became a part of the Buddhist tradition. Thus events from the life of the
Buddha, the Jataka stories, were depicted on the railings and torans of the stupas. Mainly
synoptic narrative, continuous narrative and episodic narrative are used in the pictorial
tradition.(Hence statement 1 is incorrect).
While events from the life of the Buddha became an important theme in all the Buddhist
monuments, the Jataka stories also became equally important for sculptural decorations. The
main events associated with the Buddha’s life which were frequently depicted were events
related
to
the
birth,
renunciation,
enlightenment, dhammachakrapravartana,
and mahaparinibbana (death). Among the Jataka stories that are frequently depicted are
Chhadanta Jataka, Vidurpundita Jataka, Ruru Jataka, Sibi Jataka, Vessantara Jataka and
Shama Jataka.
Hence option b is correct.
Source: An introduction to Indian Art part 1 Class 11
88. What does “Sarvatobhadra” type of temple in Ancient India mean?
a) One without a circumambulatory path.
b) One with a circumambulatory path.
c) One which is protected from all sides.
d) One which can be accessed from all sides.
Solution: d
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Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
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Justification:

Hence, Option d is correct.
Source: An introduction to Indian Art part 1, Class 11
89. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. Ahom style of architecture is Inspired from Guptas , Palas and Tais.
2. Kamakhya temple is an example of this style.
3. Kamakya temple is a Shakti Peeth
4. Shaktism is heavily influenced by tantricism.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) Only 1, 2 and 3
b) Only 2, 3 and 4
c) 1, 2, 3 and 4
d) Only 2 and 3
Solution: c
Justification:
Assam: An old sixth-century sculpted door frame from DaParvatia near Tezpur and another few
stray sculptures from Rangagora Tea Estate near Tinsukia in Assam bear witness to the import
of the Gupta idiom in that region. This post-Gupta style continued in the region well into the
tenth century. However, by the twelfth to fourteenth centuries, a distinct regional style
developed in Assam. The style that came with the migration of the Tais from Upper
Burma mixed with the dominant Pala style of Bengal and led to the creation of what was later
known as the Ahom style in and around Guwahati. Kamakhya temple, a Shakti Peeth, is
dedicated to Goddess Kamakhya and was built in the seventeenth century. Shaktism adopted
magic rituals from tantricism
Hence all statements are correct.
Hence, Option c is correct
Source: An introduction to Indian Art part 1 Class 11
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While construction of stupas continued, Brahmanical temples and images of gods also started
getting constructed. Often temples were decorated with the images of gods. Myths mentioned in
the Puranas became part of narrative representation of the Brahmanical religion. Each temple
had a principal image of a god. The shrines of the temples were of three kinds—(i) sandhara type
(without pradikshinapatha),
(ii) nirandhara type
(with pradakshinapatha),
and
(iii) sarvatobhadra (which can be accessed from all sides).
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90. Which of the following is/are NOT correct about Pala architecture?
1. They were largely meant for Buddhism.
2. They had influences from Odisha School.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
a) Only 3
b) Only 1 and 2
c) Only 1
d) Only 2 and 3
Solution: a
Justification:
Bengal: The style of the sculptures during the period between the ninth and eleventh centuries
in Bengal (including Bangladesh) and Bihar is known as the Pala style, named after the ruling
dynasty at the time, while the style of those of the mid-eleventh to mid-thirteenth centuries is
named after the Sena kings. While the Palas are celebrated as patrons of many Buddhist monastic
sites, the temples from that region are known to express the local Vanga style. The ninth century
Siddheshvara Mahadeva temple in Barakar in Burdwan District, for example, shows a tall
curving shikhara crowned by a large amalaka and is an example of the early Pala style. It is
similar to contemporaneous temples of Odisha. This basic form grows loftier with the passing of
centuries. Many of the temples from the ninth to the twelfth century were located at Telkupi in
Purulia District. They were submerged when dams were built in the region. These were amongst
the important examples of architectural styles prevalent in the region which showed an
awareness of all the known nagara sub-types that were prevalent in the rest of North India.
However, several temples still survive in Purulia
District which can be dated to this period. The black to grey basalt and chlorite stone pillars and
arched niches of these temples heavily influenced the earliest Bengal sultanate buildings at Gaur
and Pandua. Many local vernacular building traditions of Bengal also influenced the style of
temples in that region. Most prominent of these was the shape of the curving or sloping side of
the bamboo roof of a Bengali hut. This feature was eventually even adopted in Mughal buildings,
and is known across North India as the Bangla roof.
Hence, option a is correct.
Source: An introduction to Indian Art part 1 Class 11
91. Which of the following is NOT a cause for the failure of the revolt of 1857?
a) Non participation of certain classes
b) Lack of a unified ideology
c) Lack of Hindu-Muslim unity
d) Poor Arms and Equipment
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3. Sloping roof was a feature borrowed from Odisha School.
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Solution: c
Justification:

Hence, option c is correct
Source: Spectrum Modern India
92. Which of the following is/are associated with the ideas of Revolution given by Bhagat Singh?
1. Abolition of capitalism and class domination
2. Popularization of secular and critical thinking
3. Individual heroism, cult of bomb and pistol.
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 1 and 2
c) Only 1 and 3
d) 1, 2 and 3
Solution: b
Justification:
A real breakthrough was made by Bhagat Singh and his comrades in terms of the revolutionary
ideology, forms of revolutionary struggle and the goals of revolution. The rethinking had begun
in the mid-1920s. The Founding Council of HRA had decided to preach revolutionary and
communist principles, and the HRA Manifesto (1925) declared that the “HRA stood for abolition
of all systems which made exploitation of man by man possible”. HRA’s main organ
Revolutionary had proposed nationalization of railways and other means of transport and of
heavy industries such as ship building and steel. HRA had also decided to start labor and peasant
organizations and work for an organized and armed revolution”. During their last days (late
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Limited territorial spread was one factor; there was no all-India veneer about the revolt. The
eastern, southern and western parts of India remained more or less unaffected. Certain classes
and groups did not join and, in fact, worked against the revolt. Big zamindars acted as
“breakwaters to storm”; even Awadh tahasildars backed off once promises The Indian soldiers
were poorly equipped materially, fighting generally with swords and spears and very few guns
and muskets. On the other hand, the European soldiers were equipped with the latest weapons
of war like the Enfield rifle. The electric telegraph kept the commander-in-chief informed about
the movements and strategy of the rebels. The mutineers lacked a clear understanding of
colonial rule; nor did they have a forward looking programme, a coherent ideology, a political
perspective or a societal alternative. The rebels represented diverse elements with differing
grievances and concepts of current politics. During the entire revolt, there was complete
cooperation between Hindus and Muslims at all levels—people, soldiers, slaughter was ordered
once the revolt was successful in a particular area Both Hindus and Muslims were well
represented in leadership, for instance Nana Saheb had Azimullah, a Muslim and an expert in
politicalpropaganda, as an aide, while Laxmibai had the solid support of Afghan soldiers.
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1920s). These revolutionaries had started moving away from individual heroic action and
terrorism towards mass politics.

Bhagat was fully and consciously secular—two of the six rules drafted by Bhagat for the
Punjab Naujawan Bharat Sabha were that its members would have nothing to do with communal
bodies and that they would propagate a general feeling of tolerance among people, considering
religion to be a matter of personal belief. (Hence statement 2 is correct).
Hence, option b is correct.
Source: Spectrum Modern India
93. Which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. Morley Minto reforms provided for the appointment of one Indian to the Viceroy’s
executive council.
2. By it Gopal Krishna Gokhale was the first to be appointed.
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: a
Justification:
The Reforms:
The number of elected members in the Imperial Legislative Council and the Provincial
Legislative Councils was increased. In the Provincial Councils, non-official majority was
introduced, but since some of these non-officials were nominated and not elected, the overall
non-elected majority remained. In the Imperial Legislative Council, of the total 68 members, 36
were to be the officials and of the 32 non-officials, 5 were to be nominated. Of the 27 elected nonofficials, 8 seats were reserved for the Muslims under separate electorates (only Muslims could
vote here for the Muslim candidates), while 6 seats were, reserved for the British capitalists, 2
for the landlords and 13 seats came under general electorate. The elected members were to be
indirectly elected. The local bodies were to elect an electoral college, which in turn would elect
members of provincial legislatures, who in turn would elect members of the central legislature.
Besides separate electorates for the Muslims, representation in excess of the strength of their
population was accorded to the Muslims. Also, the income qualification for Muslim voters was
kept lower than that for Hindus. Powers of legislatures both at the centre and in provinces were
enlarged and the legislatures could now pass resolutions (which may not be accepted), ask
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Even before his arrest, Bhagat Singh had moved away from belief in terrorism and
individual heroic action to Marxism and the belief that a popular broad-based movement
alone could lead to a successful revolution. In other words, revolution could only be “by the
masses, for the masses”. And leads to abolition of capitalism and class domination. (Hence
statement 3 is incorrect and statement 1 is correct).
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questions and supplementary, vote separate items in the budget but the budget as a whole could
not be voted upon.
One Indian was to be appointed to the viceroy’s executive council. (Hence statement 1 is
correct).

Hence, option a is correct.
Source: Spectrum Modern India
94. Which of the following factors was/were responsible for Champaran Satyagraha?
1. Tinkathia System
2. Manufacture of synthetic dyes by Germany
3. Artificial fixing of prices for the produce
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) Only 1 and 3
b) Only 1
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) Only 1 and 2
Solution: c
Justification:
Champaran Satyagraha (1917)—First Civil Disobedience
Gandhi was requested by Rajkumar Shukla to look into the problems of the indigo planters, of
Champaran in Bihar. The European planters had been forcing peasants to grow indigo on 3/20
of the total land (called tinkathia system). (Hence statement 1 is correct).
When towards the end of the nineteenth century German synthetic dyes replaced indigo, the
European planters demanded high rents and illegal dues from the peasants in order to
maximise their profits before the peasants could shift to other crops. Besides, the peasants
were forced to sell the produce at prices fixed by the Europeans.
(Hence statement 2 and statement 3 are correct).
Hence, option c is correct.
Source: Spectrum Modern India
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Satyendra Sinha was the first to be appointed in 1909. (Hence statement 2 is incorrect).
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95. Which of the following was/were the ideas on which programme of ‘No Changers’ based?
2. Belief in the strength of mass.
3. Nationalist struggle is a continuous process
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) Only 1
b) Only 1 and 2
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) Only 1 and 3
Solution: c
Justification:
After Gandhi’s arrest (March 1922), there was disintegration, disorganisation and
demoralisation among nationalist ranks. A debate started among Congressmen on what to do
during the transition period, i.e., the passive phase of the movement. One section led by C.R. Das,
Motilal Nehru and Ajmal Those advocating entry into legislative councils came to be known as
the Swarajists, while the other school of thought led by Vallabhbhai Patel, Rajendra Prasad, C.
Rajagopalachari and M.A. Ansari came to be known as the ‘No-changers’. The ‘No-changers’
opposed council entry, advocated, concentration on constructive work, and continuation of
boycott and noncooperation, and quiet preparation for resumption of the suspended civil
disobedience programme.
Hence, option c is correct
Source: Spectrum Modern India
96. Consider the following statements
1. All India Women’s conference was established in 1937.
2. Sarojini Naidu was the first woman president of Indian National congress
3. Pandita Ramabai authored the book Stripurushtulna
Which of the above statements is/are NOT correct?
a) 1, 2 and 3
b) None of them
c) Only 1 and 2
d) Only 2

www.insightsias.com

60

www.insightsonindia.com

INSIGHTS IAS REVISION TESTS FOR UPSC CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM – 2018

1. Violating of laws
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Solution: a
Justification:

(Hence statement 1 is NOT correct).
Annie Beasant was the first woman president of INC.
(Hence statement 2 is NOT correct)
Tarabai Shinde wrote the book Stripurushtulna.
(Hence statement 3 is NOT correct)
Hence option a is correct.
Source: Spectrum Modern India
97. Consider the following statements
1. Alauddin Khilji paid the soldiers through land grants
2. He also prepared a descriptive list of soldiers
Which of the above statements is/are NOT correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: a
Justification:
Alauddin Khalji maintained a large permanent standing army and paid them in cash from
the royal treasury. (Hence statement 1 is incorrect).
He introduced the system of dagh (branding of horses) and prepared huliya (descriptive list
of soldiers). In order to ensure maximum efficiency, a strict review of army from time to time
was carried out. (Hence statement 2 is correct).
The introduction of paying salaries in cash to the soldiers led to price regulations popularly
called as Market Reforms.
Hence, Option a is correct.
Source: Tamilnadu Class 11 text book.
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All India Women’s conference was established in 1927 under the leadership of Margaret
Cousins
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1. It dealt with all the correspondence between the ruler and the officials
2. It made land grants to the officials.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Solution: d
Justification:
Diwani Rasalat was the department of religious affairs. It was headed by chief Sadr. Grants
were made by this department for the construction and maintenance of mosques, tombs
and madrasas. The head of the judicial department was the chief Qazi. Other judges or qazis were
appointed in various parts of the Sultanate. Muslim personal law or sharia was followed in civil
matters. The Hindus were governed by their own personal law and their cases were dispensed
by the village panchayats. The criminal law was based on the rules and regulations made by the
Sultans.
The department of correspondence was called Diwani Insha. All the correspondence
between the ruler and the officials was dealt with by this department.
Hence, both the statements are incorrect and answer is Option d.
Source: Tamil Nadu Class 11
99. Which of the following is/are correct about Amir Khusrau?
1. He introduced new musical ragas – ghora and sanam
2. He created a new style of Persian poetry called Sabaq-i-Hindi.
3. He authored the work Tuglaq Nama.
Select the correct answer using the codes below
a) Only 2
b) Only 1 and 2
c) Only 2 and 3
d) 1, 2 and 3
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98. Diwani Risalat was a department under the Delhi Sultanate rule. Which of the following
statements is/are correct about it?
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Solution: d
Justification:

He evolved a new style of light music known as qwalis by blending the Hindu and Iranian
systems. The invention of sitar was also attributed to him.
The Indian classical work Ragadarpan was translated into Persian during the reign of Firoz
Tughlaq. Pir Bhodan, a Sufi saint was one of the great musicians of this period. Raja Man Singh of
Gwalior was a great lover of music. He encouraged the composition of a great musical work
called Man Kautuhal.
Amir Khusrau (1252-1325) was the famous Persian writer ofthis period. He wrote a number of
poems. He experimented with several poetical forms and created a new style of Persian poetry
called Sabaqi- Hind or the Indian style. (Hence statement 2 is correct).
He also wrote some Hindi verses. Amir Khusrau’s Khazain-ul-Futuh speaks about Alauddin’s
conquests. His famous work Tughlaq Nama deals with the rise of Ghyiasuddin
Tughlaq. (Hence statement 3 is correct).
Hence, option d is correct.
Source: Tamil Nadu Class 11
100. Consider the following statements.
1. Sher Shah Suri built a Mausoleum at Delhi.
2. Malik Muhammad Jayasi wrote the Padmavat during his reign.
Which of the above statements is/are NOT correct?
a) Only 1
b) Only 2
c) Only 1 and 2
d) None
Solution: a
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New musical instruments such as sarangi and rabab were introduced during this period. Amir
Khusrau introduced many new ragas such as ghora and sanam. (Hence statement 1 is
correct).
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Justification:

Malik Muhammad Jayasi wrote the famous Hindi work Padmavat during his reign. (Hence
statement 2 is correct).
Source: Tamil Nadu History Class 11

*****
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Sher Shah remained a pious Muslim and generally tolerant towards other religions. He employed
Hindus in important offices. He was also a patron of art and architecture. He built a new city on
the banks of the river Yamuna near Delhi. Now the old fort called Purana Qila and its mosque is
alone surviving. He also built a Mausoleum at Sasaram, which is considered as one of the
master pieces of Indian architecture. Sher Shah also patronized the learned men. (Hence
statement 1 is incorrect).

