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SERIES – 5 : Explanations (Days 17-20)
1. Consider the following statements about the Constitution.
1. Constitution ensures that good people come to power.
2. Constitution is the locus of People’s hopes and aspirations.
Which of the above is/are Correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 2 only
d) All of the above
Solution : c
Why this question?
UPSC has asked general questions on Constitution last year such as “Rights are restraints on the
government” and “Right to equality ensures absence of privileges”. These statements have been
either verbatim picked up or just rephrased by keeping the essence intact from NCERT book
“Indian Constitution at work”
Explanation:
Statement 1 – Constitution itself cannot ensure that the good people to come to power .For
example, Indian Constitution has authorized the Parliament to determine the procedure for
election to the Loksabha, Rajyasabha and Legislative chambers of States & UTs. Since the existing
provisions of Representation of Peoples Act are not fool proof, a significant percentage of
legislators of the present day are with criminal record. Hence statement 1 is INCORRECT
Statement 2 – Constitutional norms provide the overarching framework within which one
pursues individual aspirations, goals and freedoms. For instance, Preamble of Indian
constitution broadly reflects this framework. Hence statement 2 is CORRECT.
Statement 3 – One may have many identities prior to the Constitution. But by agreeing to certain
basic norms and principles prescribed by the Constitution, one constitutes one’s basic political
identity. However, Constitution also sets authoritative Constraints upon what one may or may
not do. It defines the fundamental values that one may not trespass. So the Constitution also
gives MORAL Identity. So, Statement 3 is INCORRECT.
Source: NCERT Indian Constitution at work Chapter-1 Constitution: Why and How?
2. The ideal of “International Peace” has found place in
A. Fundamental Rights

B. Directive Principles of State Policy [DPSP]

C. Preamble

D. Fundamental Duties
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3. Constitution gives its citizens only a political identity.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution: b
Why this Question?: Similar question based on “Welfare State” has been asked in UPSC 2015
Prelims

Article 51 of the Constitution directs the State to promote international peace and security and
maintain just and honourable relations between nations; to foster respect for international law
and treaty obligations, and to encourage settlement of international disputes by arbitration.
In addition, DPSP also encompasses the ideals of Welfare of the People; Social, economic and
Political Justice etc.
Source: NCERT Indian Constitution at work Chapter-2 Constitution: Rights in the Indian
Constitution
3. Which of the following is/are non-justiciable right(s)?
1. Right to liberty
2. Right to work
3. Right against economic exploitation
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Solution: c
Why this question?
UPSC-2017: Question on “Right to vote”
Explanation: The answer for this question is debatable. But , UPSC is known for asking these
kind of questions.so it is better to face such questions.
As per NCERT, Right against economic exploitation and Right to work are Non-justiciable
rights[Page no.45 of the Source]. The rationale Can be- if a woman is paid less wage than a male
counter part who is doing same work , it amounts to economic exploitation; since equal pay for
equal work is stipulated in DPSP, Right against economic exploitation is non justiciable.
But, One might argue that Right against economic exploitation is a justiciable right on the basis
of “Right against exploitation” which is a fundamental right.
Right to liberty is a fundamental right under Article 21. Hence it is Justiciable right.
Note: As per NCERT Democratic Politics -I, Right to vote is a Constitutional Right.Hence, Based
on UPSC 2017 key, we can say if NCERTs can be taken as credible reference for these kind of
debatable quesions.
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Explanation: Promotion of International Peace is one of the ideals propounded by DPSP.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Source: NCERT Indian Constitution at work Chapter-2 Constitution: Rights in the Indian
Constitution
4. Which of the following regarding Constitutional provisions for Citizenship is/are INCORRECT?

2. They allow the Indian citizens to acquire any foreign state Citizenship voluntarily as it is
in alignment with the spirit of “VASUDHAIVA KUTUMBAKAM”
3. They uphold the opinion of many political thinkers regarding Indian Constitution as
“Federal with Unitary bias”
a) 2 and 3 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 only
d) 1 and 3 only
Solution:c
Why this Question?- Combination of UPSC Questions on Citizenship and Nature of Indian
Constitution + Citizenship Act amendments-recently in news
Explanation:
Statement 1-The Constitution deals with the citizenship from Article 5 to 11 under Part II.
However, it only identifies the persons who became Citizens of India at its commencement [i.e.
on January 26,1950].It does not deal with the problem of acquisition or loss of Citizenship
subsequent to the Commencement of the Constitution. It empowers the Parliament to enact a
law to provide for such matters and any other matter relating to citizenship. Hence statement 1
is CORRECT.
Statement 2- No person shall be a citizen of India or be deemed to be a citizen of India ,if he has
voluntarily acquired the citizenship of any foreign state as per Article 9. Hence statement 2 is
INCORRECT
Statement 3- All citizens of India irrespective of the State/UT in which they are born and/or
reside enjoy the identical rights across the country[except in J&K]. There is no separate state
citizenship[Unitary bias] despite the division of powers between Central and State
governments[Federal nature]. Hence statement 3 is CORRECT.
Source: Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth-Chapters on Salient Features of the Constitution and
Citizenship
5. ”To protect monuments, places and objects of artistic or historic interest ” is a provision made
in the
A. Fundamental Duties

B. Preamble

C. Directive Principles of State Policy

D. Oath of MLAs and MPs
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1. They do not deal with the acquisition or loss of Citizenship subsequent to the
Commencement of the Constitution

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution: c
Why this Question?: Similar question has been asked in UPSC 2015 Prelims

Source:Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth-Chapters on DPSP and Fundamental Duties
6. The Second Schedule of the Constitution DOES NOT deal with the emoluments of
a) Chairman and Deputy Chairman of State Legislative Council
b) Prime Minister of India
c) High Court Judges
d) Comptroller and Auditor General
Solution:b
Why?: Similar question based on tenth schedule has been asked in UPSC 2014 Prelims
Explanation: Second schedule deals with the emoluments of only the following.


The President and the Governors of the States



Speaker and the Deputy Speaker of the House of the People and of the Legislative
Assemblies of States



Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Council of the States and of the Legislative Councils
of States



Judges of the Supreme Court and of the High Courts



The Comptroller and Auditor-General

Reference:https://www.mea.gov.in/Images/pdf1/S2.pdf
7. Office of Governor as provided by the Indian Constitution is based on the Scheme of
a) Morley-Minto Reforms, 1909
b) Montagu-Chelmsford Act, 1919
c) Government of India Act, 1935
d) Indian Independence Act, 1947
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Explanation: Article 49 [Part IV-DPSP ]of the Indian Constitution directs the State “to protect
monuments,places and objects of artistic or historic interest which are declared to be of national
importance”. At this juncture, it is also pertinent to recollect that “to value and preserve the rich
heritage of the country’s composite culture” is a prescribed duty of every citizen of India as per
Article 51A(f). Sometimes, students may get confused between these two.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution:c
Why?: Similar question based on the inspiration for division of powers between the Centre and
the States in UPSC 2012

Similar scheme of arrangement is envisaged in Government of India Act, 1935. The Act
introduced responsible governments in provinces, that is, the governor was required to act with
the aid and advice of ministers responsible to the provincial legislature.
The Governor position had been existing (under British rule) very much before the GoI Act 1935
came into effect. But, with respect to the Role and powers exercised by him it is 1935 Act which
served as an inspiration for our present day setup.
Source: Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth-Chapters on Salient Features of the Constitution and
Historical Background
8.”Liberty of faith and worship” as one of the objectives of the Indian Constitution has been
provided in
a) Preamble
b) Fundamental Rights
c) Directive Principles of State Policy
d) Both A and B
Solution:d
Why?: Similar question related to “Economic Justice” in UPSC 2013
Explanation: The Preamble to the Constitution of India in its introductory statement says“Liberty of thought, expression, belief , faith and worship ” and also the Right to Freedom of
Religion(Article 25), which is part of Fundamental Rights, endows all persons with liberty of
faith and worship.
9. With regard to the Interim Government (1946) and First Cabinet of Free India(1947) , Which
of the following statements are CORRECT?
1. There was only one woman minister in both the Cabinets and she was Smt. Sarojini Naidu
,as a Health Minister.
2. Dr.B.R. Ambedkar was the law minister in both the Cabinets.
3. Shri Jawaharlal Nehru was the head of the Council of Ministers in both the Cabinets.
a) 1 only
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d) None of the Statements
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Explanation: The Office of Governor provided by the Indian Constitution is required to act with
the advice of Council of Ministers headed by Chief Minister of the State [Article 163].

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution: d
Why?: UPSC asked factual questions related to “Who was the Speaker of first Loksabha?[UPSC
2007]” and “Who have held the office of Vice-president?[UPSC 2008]”

Statement 2 : Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was the law minister only in the First Cabinet of Free India.
The same portfolio was held by Shri Joginader Nath Mandal in the Interim government. Hence
statement 2 is INCORRECT
Statement 3: The members of the interim government were members of the Viceroy’s Executive
Council. The Viceroy continued to be the head of the Council. But, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru was
designated as the Vice-President of the Council . Nehru ,as the Prime minister ,was the head of
the Council in Free India. Hence statement 3 is INCORRECT
Source: Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth-Chapter on Historical Background
10. Which of the following Statements about Preamble [to the Constitution] is incorrect?
A. Preamble cannot be amended as it is part of the “Basic Structure” of the Constitution.
B. Preamble is Part of the Constitution.
C. Preamble is formulated after the Constitution is drafted.
D. Preamble reflects the mind of the makers of the Constitution.
Why?: Many times UPSC has asked questions related to Preamble
Solution :a
Option B: In the Berubari Union Case(1960), Supreme Court opined that Preamble is not a part
of the Constitution. But in the Kesavananda Bharati case , the Supreme Court rejected the earlier
opinion and held that the Preamble is an integral part of the Constitution. In LIC of India case
also, the Supreme Court reconfirmed it. Hence the present position is – Preamble is an integral
part of the Constitution. Hence B is CORRECT statement
Option C: The Preamble was enacted by the Constituent Assembly after the rest of the
Constitution was already enacted to ensure that it was in conformity with the Constitution as
adopted by the Constituent Assembly. Hence C is CORRECT Statement
Option D: In the Berubari Union Case , Supreme Court said that the Preamble shows the general
purposes behind the several provisions in the Constitution, and is thus a key to the minds of the
makers of the Constitution. This view is repeatedly upheld by the SC and the Constitutional
experts. Hence D is CORRECT Statement
Option A: SC in the Kesavananda Bharati case held that the Preamble can be amended,subject
to the condition that no amendment is done to the ‘basic features’. We also know that the
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Statement 1: There was no woman minister in the Interim Government Cabinet and it was
‘Rajkumari’ Amrita Kaur [Called the ‘princess in her nation’s service’ by the New York Times], the
first health minister of Independent India. She established the esteemed All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), and was also its president. This portfolio was held by Shri Ghaznafar
Ali Khan in the Interim Government. Hence statement 1 INCORRECT

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Preamble has been amended by the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, which has added three
new words-SOCIALIST, SECULAR AND INTEGRITY- to the Preamble. Hence A is INCORRECT
Statement.

11. Which of the following terms are not mentioned explicitly in the Constitution?
1. Judicial Review
2. Caretaker Government
3. Procedure established by Law
4. Contempt of Court
a) 1 and 2
b) 1, 2 and 3
c) 3 and 4
d) All
Solution: a
Why?: It is important to know 1. which of the terms are used as an informal practice or as a
convention but not mentioned in the Constitution 2. Which of the terms are mentioned but not
defined in the Constitution. UPSC can play with these provisions. [UPSC 2006 and 1995- one can
find questions based on definitions(Backward classes) and Conventions]
Explanation:
Regarding 1 and 2:
Some of the terms which are not mentioned in the Constitution, but used in general practice –
JUDICIAL REVIEW, CARETAKER GOVERNMENT, BUDGET[in constitution it is “Annual Financial
Statement-A112”], NO CONFIDENCE MOTION[it is mentioned only in the Loksabha Rules-Rule
158]
Hence the right option is A
Regarding 3 and 4:
“Procedure established by law” and “Contempt of Court” are explicitly mentioned in the
Constitution but they are not defined.
Few other terms which are mentioned but not explicitly defined in the Constitution are:
UNTOUCHABILITY, MINORITY, MARTIAL LAW,DOMICILE, VIOLATION OF THE CONSTITUTION,
OFFICE OF PROFIT.
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Source:Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth-Chapter on Preamble of the Constitution
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12. The Correct Chronological Order of the States based on their formation is
a) Andra Pradesh, Punjab, Gujarat, Sikkim, Manipur
b) Andra Pradesh, Gujarat, Sikkim, Punjab, Manipur
c) Andra Pradesh, Gujarat, Punjab, Manipur, Sikkim

Solution: c
Why?: Similar question in UPSC-2007
Explanation:
Andhra Pradesh-1953; Maharastra and Gujarat-1960; Nagaland-1963; Punjab and Haryana1966; Manipur, Tripura and Meghalaya-1972;Sikkim-1974; Goa, Mizoram, Aruncachal
Pradesh-1987
Source: Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth-Chapter on Union and its territory
13. Upon the addition of new state -either by admission or reorganisation- to Indian Union,
Which of the following schedules must be amended?
a) Tenth Schedule
b) Fourth Schedule
c) Third Schedule
d) Sixth Schedule
Solution: b
Why? Improvisation from UPSC questions related to Schedules
Explanation:
Fourth Schedule deals with the allocation of Seats in the Council of State (Rajya Sabha) to the
States and the Union Territories. Hence, to allocate respective portion of Seats to the newly
formed State Fourth Schedule needs to be amended.
Sixth Schedule-Provisions relating to the administration of Tribal areas in the States of Assam,
Tripura, Meghalaya and Mizoram. Sixth Schedule would need amendment only if the new State
is formed by reorganisation of territories from any of these states.
Tenth Schedule -Anti Defection law
Third Schedule-Forms of Oaths or Affirmations
Source: Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth-Chapters on Salient Features of the Constitution
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d) Andra Pradesh, Gujarat, Punjab, Sikkim, Manipur
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14. With respect to the Constitution of India, which one of the following pairs is/are correctly
matched?
1. Insurance: Concurrent List

2. Education: Union List

3. Electricity: Union List

4. Bankruptcy and insolvency: Concurrent List

b) 1 and 3 only
c) 4 only
d) None
Solution: c
Why? Similar question in UPSC 2004 and 2006
Explanation:
Bankruptcy and insolvency, Electricity and Education are Concurrent List subjects while
Insurance is Union List Subject.
Source: Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth [3rd Edition] -Appendix II

15. Consider the following statements
1. Till now, in terms of Parts of the Constitution, one can see only additions to the Indian
Constitution.
2. Only Parts numbered IV-A, IX , IX-A, IVX-A and have been newly added or
Operationalized through the Constitution Amendments.
3. The chronological order of addition is IV-A, IVX-A, IX-A
Which of the abover are CORRECT?
a) 3 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) All
d) 2 and 3 only
Solution: a
Why? : Improvisation from the questions related to “parts dealing with Local governments and
number of Parts [UPSC 2005]”
Explanation:
Statement 1: Along with additions, there was a removal of Part VII [Dealing with Part-B States]
of the Indian Constitution through 7th Amendment Act 1956. Hence It is INCORRECT
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a) 1 only

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Also Part IX which earlier dealt with Part D-States has been amended to deal with Rural Local
governments.
Statement 2: Part IX-B dealing with Cooperatives [Article 243-ZH 243-ZT] has been added to
the Constitution through 97th Constitutional Amendment. This is the latest addition in terms of
a new Part.
Statement 3: Part IV-A and Part XIV-A were added by the 42nd Amendment Act(1976), while
Part IX-A was added by the 74th Amendment Act (1992). Hence It is CORRECT
Source:Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth-Chapters on Salient Features of the Constitution
16. Who among the following was the chairman of the States Committee (Committee for
Negotiating with States) of the Constituent Assembly?
(A) Sardar Patel

(B) Dr. Rajendra Prasad

(C) Alladi Krishnaswami Ayyar

(D) Jawaharalal Nehru

Solution: d
Why? : Similar question on “chairman of the Union Constitution Committee” in UPSC 2005
Explanation:
One has to be thorough with the Committees and their heads [atleast with the Major Committees
of the Constitutent Assembly]
Also, One should not get confused between the Provincial Constitution Committee headed by
Sardar Patel and the States Committee headed by Jawaharlal Nehru
Important Committees and their heads:
Dr.B.R. Ambedkar was the head of the Drafting Committee
Jawaharlal Nehru was the head of Union Powers Committee, States Committee, Union
Constitution Committee
Sardar Patel was the head of Provincial Constitution Committee, Advisory Committee on
Fundamental Rights and Minorities
[Under Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights and Minorities there are 2 sub committees:
Fundamental Rights Sub-Committee headed by J.B.Kriplani and Minorities Sub-committee
headed by H.C. Mukherjeee]
Dr.Rajendra Prasad was the head of Rules of Procedure Committee and Steering Committee
Source:Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth-Chapter on Making of the Constitution
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Hence It is INCORRECT.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
17. Consider the following Statements:
1. The Indian Councils Act, 1909 introduced bicameralism and direct elections in the
country for the first time.

Which of the above are INCORRECT?
a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both

d) None

Solution: c
Why? Historical underpinnings of the Indian Constitution are important both from prelims and
mains point of view in UPSC-Especially Indian Councils Act, 1909 and GoI Acts, 1919 and 1935.
Explanation:
Statements 1 and 2: It is the Goverment of India Act, 1919 which Introduced the bicameralism,
direct elections in the country. It also separated provincial budgets from the central budget and
authorised the provincial legislatures to enact their budgets. Hence Both the Statements are
INCORRECT
Source: Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth-Chapter on Historical Background

18. Which of the following would determine the effectiveness of the Constitution?
1. People who enact the Constitution
2. Substantive Provisions
3. Single institution with monopoly of Power
a) 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 2 only

d) All of them

Solution: c
Why?
UPSC has asked general questions on Constitution last year such as “Rights are restraints on the
government” and “Right to equality ensures absence of privileges”. These statements have been
either verbatim picked up or just rephrased by keeping the essence intact from NCERT book
“Indian Constitution at work”
Explanation:
Statement 1: In many countries constitutions remain defunct because they are crafted by
military leaders or leaders who are not popular and do not have the ability to carry the people
with them. The most successful constitutions, like India, South Africa and the United States, are
Constitutions which were created by the leaders who enjoyed immense public
credibility. Therefore, the authority of people who enact the Constitution helps determine in
part its prospects for success. Hence statement i is CORRECT .
www.insightsias.com
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2. The Government of India Act, 1935 for the first time separated provincial budgets from
the Central budget.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Statement 2: Substantive provisions determines if the Constitution gives everyone in the society
some reason to abide by the constitution. If any group feels that their identity is being stifled,
they will have no reason to go along with the Constitution. Hence the substantive provisions like
LIBERTY, JUSTICE etc. play a larger role in the effectiveness of the Constitution. So, statement ii
is CORRECT

Source: NCERT Indian Constitution at work Chapter-1 Constitution: Why and How?
19. With respect to Elections in India, Who decides which Constituency is to be reserved for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes?
a) Election Commission

b) Parliament

c) State Election Commission

d) Delimitation Commission

Solution: d
Why? Improvisation from UPSC questions related to Delimitation Commission and reservation
for SCs and STs in elections.
Explanation:
The Delimitation Commission is appointed by the President of India and works in Collaboration
with the Election Commission of India. It is appointed for the purpose of drawing up the
boundaries of Constituencies all over the Country. After drawing the boundaries, the
Delimitation Commission looks at the composition of population in each constituency. Those
constituencies that have the highest proportion of Scheduled Tribe population are reserved for
ST. In the case of Scheduled Castes, the Delimitation Commission looks at two things. It picks
constituencies that have higher proportion of Scheduled Caste population. But it also spreads
these constituencies in different regions of the State. So, D is the Answer.
Source: NCERT Indian Constitution at work Chapter-3 Election and Representation
20. Assume that you are the former Election Commissioner of India and have been asked to
suggest an electoral system fulfilling the following Criteria.
1. There should be no discrepancy between votes and seats for different parties
2. We have small linguistic minorities who are spread all over the Country; we should
ensure fair representation to them.
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Statement 3: Constitutions are often subverted not by the people but by small groups who wish
to enhance their own power. Well crafted Constitutions fragment power in society intelligently
so that no single institution acquires monopoly of power. It is often said by the experts that an
intelligent system of checks and balances has facilitated the success of Indian Constitution. So,
statement iii is INCORRECT

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Which of the following would be a rational suggestion?
a) Proportional Representation System [PR]
b) First past the Post System [FPTP]
c) Referendum

Solution: a
Why? UPSC may slowly venture into the other chapters of NCERT: Indian Constitution at Work
and pickup statements from them. So, it is better to be prepared for such questions
Explanation:
Option B: Consider FPTP, which is the existing system in India. In the Lok Sabha elections of
1984, the Congress party came to power winning 415 of the 543 Lok Sabha seats – more than
80% of the seats. The Congress party got 48% of the votes. This means that only 48% of those
who voted, voted in favor of the candidates put up by the Congress party, but the party still
managed to win more than 80% of the seats in the Lok Sabha. The BJP got 7.4 per cent votes but
less than one per cent seats. Similar disproportionate results are the norm even today. Hence
FPTP is not fulfilling the requirement of no discrepancy.
So, B is not Right Option.
Option C: Referendum is an irrelevant option in the question context. Because, it is about Direct
or Indirect/Participative or Representative Nature of Democracy. So, C is not CORRECT.
Option A: Consider FPTP, the electoral system In Israel. Once the votes are counted, each party
is allotted the share of seats in the parliament in proportion to its share of votes. Each party fills
its quota of seats by picking those many of its nominees from a preference list that has been
declared before the elections. This system of elections is called the Proportional Representation
(PR) system. In this system a party gets the same proportion of seats as its proportion of votes.
Hence there will not be any discrepancy. The linguistic minorities would also get fair
representation according their vote share. So, A is CORRECT.
Source: NCERT Indian Constitution at work Chapter-3 Election and Representation
21. With reference to Catalonia, consider the following statements:
1. The region faces the Mediterranean Sea
2. Its capital is Barcelona
3. It is bordered by Germany to the north
Select the correct answer using codes below:
a) 1 and 2 Only

b) 2 and 3 Only

c) 1 and 3 Only

d) 1,2 and 3
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d) None of the above

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution: a)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/02/insights-daily-current-affairs-02-october2017/

22. With reference to the United Nations Peacekeeping, consider the following statements:
1. UN peacekeepers are often referred to as Blue Berets or Blue Helmets
2. UN Peacekeeping is political and its ultimate success depends on active and
sustainable political processes or the real prospect of a peace process
3. UN General Assembly has the power to authorise peacekeeping operations
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 Only

b) 2 and 3 Only

c) 1 and 3 Only

d) 1,2 and 3

Solution: a)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/06/insights-daily-current-affairs-06-october2017/

The United Nations Charter gives the United Nations Security Council the power and
responsibility to take collective action to maintain international peace and security. For this
reason, the international community usually looks to the Security Council to authorize
peacekeeping operations through Chapter VII authorizations.
https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/department-of-peacekeeping-operations
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Catalonia is an autonomous community of Spain located on the northeastern extremity of the
Iberian Peninsula. It is designated as a nationality by its Statute of Autonomy.[d][7] Catalonia
consists of four provinces: Barcelona, Girona, Lleida, and Tarragona. The capital and largest
city is Barcelona, the second-most populated municipality in Spain and the core of the seventh
most populous urban area in the European Union. Catalonia comprises most of the territory of
the former Principality of Catalonia (with the remainder Roussillon now part of France’s
Pyrénées-Orientales). It is bordered by France and Andorra to the north, the
Mediterranean Sea to the east, and the Spanish autonomous communities of Aragon to the
west and Valencia to the south. The official languages are Catalan, Spanish, and the Aranese
dialect of Occitan.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
23. WIth reference to Lithuania, consider the following statements:
1. Before the formal dissolution of the Soviet Union, Lithuania was the first Baltic state
to declare itself independent
2. Lithuania is one of the three Baltic states
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 3 Only

b) 2 and 3 Only

c) 1 and 2 Only

d) 1,2 and 3

Solution: c)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/05/insights-daily-current-affairs-05-october2017/
India’s hasn’t signed the treaty yet with Lithuania.
Recently, the Union Cabinet gave its approval for the signing and ratification of the Extradition
Treaty between India and Lithuania. India is yet to sign it. Hence third statement is wrong.
On 11 March 1990, a year before the formal dissolution of the Soviet Union, Lithuania became
the first Baltic state to declare itself independent, resulting in the restoration of an independent
State of Lithuania after 50 years of Soviet occupation.
It is a country in the Baltic region of northern-eastern Europe. One of the three Baltic states, it is
situated along the southeastern shore of the Baltic Sea, to the east of Sweden and Denmark.
http://www.mea.gov.in/leta.htm
24. With reference to the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), consider the following
statements:
1. The scheme covers both urban and rural areas of India
2. Under this scheme, every individual who opens a bank account becomes eligible to
receive an accident insurance cover of up-to Rs 1 Lakh for his entire family
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 Only

b) 2 Only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: c)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/04/insights-daily-current-affairs-04-october2017/
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3. India has signed extradition treaty with Lithuania

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
The primary aim of this scheme is to provide poor people access to bank accounts.
The scheme covers both urban and rural areas of India. All bank accounts will be linked to a
debit card which would be issued under the Ru-Pay scheme. Rupay is India’s own unique
domestic card network owned by National Payments Corporation of India and has been
created as an alternative to Visa and Mastercard.



Under this scheme, every individual who opens a bank account becomes eligible to receive
an accident insurance cover of up-to Rs 1 Lakh for his entire family.



The scheme also provides incentives to business and banking correspondents who serve as
link for the last mile between savings account holders and the bank by fixing a minimum
monthly remuneration of Rs 5000.

25. With reference to the circadian rhythm, consider the following statements:
1. It helps regulate eating habits, hormone release, blood pressure and body
temperature.
2. Human body adjusts its circadian rhythm based on patterns of earth’s revolution
around the Sun
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 Only

b) 2 Only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: a)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/03/insights-daily-current-affairs-03-october2017/
In statement – 2 it’s Earth’s rotation, not revolution.
All living organisms on Earth have an internal clock, known as the circadian rhythm, which in
humans underlies why we are awake during the day and sleep at night. But our biological clock
also helps regulate eating habits, hormone release, blood pressure and body temperature.


A person’s well-being is affected when there is a “temporary mismatch between our external
environment and this internal biological clock.” For example, disruption to our clocks when
someone travels across a number of time zones results in jet lag.



An imbalance between lifestyle and rhythm could lead to increased risk for a number of
diseases including metabolic diseases, such as diabetes and cancer, and neurodegenerative
diseases, such as Alzheimer’s disease.

Significance of research in this field:
Research on the body clock has helped scientists improve health. Many drugs now on the market
work best when taken at the right time. The cholesterol-cutting drug Mevacor, for example, is
taken at night because levels of the enzyme it targets are highest then. The same is true for lowdose aspirin used to reduce blood pressure.
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https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2015/06/150625145232.htm
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/what-is-circadian-rhythm/article19785658.ece
26. In general, “Ceremonial Executive” is possible in which of the following cases?
b) Semi Presidential System

c) Presidential System

d) Both A and B.

Solution: a
Explanation:
Option A: In a parliamentary system, the prime minister is the head of government. Most
parliamentary systems have a president or a monarch who is the nominal Head of state. In such
a system, the role of president or monarch is primarily ceremonial and prime minister
along with the cabinet wields effective power. Hence it is CORRECT
Option B: A semi-presidential system has both a president and a prime minister but unlike the
parliamentary system the president may possess significant day-to-day powers. Hence the
president is not Ceremonial Executive. So, it is INCORRECT
Option C: In a presidential system, the president is the Head of state as well as head of
government. In this system the office of president is very powerful[Not ceremonial], both in
theory and practice. So, it is INCORRECT
Source: NCERT Indian Constitution at work Chapter-4 Executive
27. Consider the following Statements
1. The only ground for impeachment of the President in India is “Violation of the
Constitution”
2. The Vice President may be removed from his office by a resolution of the Rajya Sabha
passed by a special majority and agreed to by the Lok Sabha.
Which of the above are CORRECT?
a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both

d) None

Solution: a
Explanation:
Statement 1: The President can be removed from office only by Parliament by following the
procedure for impeachment. This procedure requires a special majority. The only ground for
impeachment is “violation of the Constitution”[But, it is to be noted that “Violation of the
Constitution is not defined in the Constitution]. Hence statement 1 is CORRECT.
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a) Parliamentary System

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Statement 2: The Vice President may be removed from his office by a resolution of the Rajya
Sabha passed by a majority of total membership of house (effective majority) and agreed
to by the Lok Sabha. Special majority is not needed. Hence statement 2 is INCORRECT.

28. Which of the following options will describe the Constituent Function of the Parliament?
a) Approving the Annual Financial Statement introduced by the Union Finance Minister.
b) Passing Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, giving effect to the Directive Principles of
State Policy.
c) Passing Goods and Services tax related Amendment to the Constitution
d) Requesting for discussion through Adjournment motion
Solution: c
Similar Previous Question: UPSC 2014 question on “Constitutional government”
Explanation:
Option A: It is Financial Function of the Parliament. The financial powers of the Parliament
involve grant of resources to the government to implement its programmes. The government
has to give an account to the legislature about the money it has spent and resources that it wishes
to rise. The legislature also ensures that the government does not misspend or overspend. This
is done through the budget and annual financial statements.
Option B: It is a Legislative Function. As part of this, the Parliament enacts legislations for the
country.
Option C: The Parliament has the power of discussing and enacting changes to the Constitution.
The constituent powers of both the houses are similar. All constitutional amendments have to
be approved by a special majority of both Houses. Since GST related amendment is Constituent
Function.
Option D: Since adjournment motion draws attention of the house to a matter of urgent public
importance and can also involve an element of censure, it can be part of either Debating
function or Control of Executive and ensuring its accountability.
Source: NCERT Indian Constitution at work Chapter-5 Legislature
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Source: NCERT Indian Constitution at work Chapter-4 Executive

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
29. Consider the following Statements
1. There is no situation in which the President can exercise the powers using his or her
own discretion since the President in India is “Ceremonial Executive”.

3. As per the Indian Constitution, the Council of ministers at Centre shall not exceed 15
percent of total number of members of the House of the People.
Which of the above are INCORRECT?
a) 2 and 3

b) 1 and 3

c) 1 and 2

d) All

Solution: c
Explanation:
Statement 1: Constitutionally, the President has a right to be informed of all important matters
and deliberations of the Council of Ministers. The Prime Minister is obliged to furnish all the
information that the President may call for. Besides this, there are at least three situations
where the President can exercise the powers using his or her own discretion.
Firstly, the President can send back the advice given by the Council of Ministers and ask the
Council to reconsider the decision. In doing this, the President acts on his (or her) own
discretion.
Secondly, the President also has veto power by which he can withhold or refuse to give assent to
Bills (other than Money Bill) passed by the Parliament.
The third kind of discretion arises more out of political circumstances-when no Political
party/Coalition secures adequate majority of seats to form the government. Now, the President
has to decide whom to appoint as the Prime Minister. In such a situation, the President has to
use his own discretion.
Hence statement 1 is INCORRECT.
Statement 2: If someone becomes a prime minister or minister without being an MP, such a
person must get elected to the Parliament within six months. It is not mandatory to get elected
to the Lok Sabha only. He or she can get elected to the Rajya Sabha.
Hence statement 2 is INCORRECT.
Statement 3: As per the 91st Constitution amendment the Council of Ministers shall not exceed
15 percent of total number of members of the House of the People (or Assembly, in the case of
the States). Hence statement 3 is CORRECT.
Source: NCERT Indian Constitution at work Chapter-4 Executive
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2. If someone becomes a prime minister or minister without being an MP, such a person
must get elected to the Lok Sabha within six months.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
30. Which of the following articles in the Constitution stipulate that Money Bill cannot be
introduced in the Rajya Sabha?
a) 110

b) 109

c) 113

d) It is just a Rule of the Parliament, not provided in the Constitution

Explanation:

Source: NCERT Indian Constitution at work Chapter-5 Legislature
31. Which of the following provisions can be amended by a simple majority of the two houses of
the Parliament?
1. Delimitation of Constituencies
2. Representation of States in Parliament
3. Elections to Parliament and state Legislatures
a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) All

Solution: c
Explanation:
STATEMENT 1 and 3: Can be amended by the Simple Majority of the two houses of the
Parliament [outside the Scope of Article 368]. Hence statement 1 & 3 is CORRECT.
STATEMENT 2: Representation of States in Parliament is related to the Federal Structure of the
Constitution. Hence it requires not only Special majority of the Parliament but also the Consent
of half of the States. Hence statement 2 is INCORRECT.
Source: Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth [3rd Edition]-Chapter on Constitutional Amendment.
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Solution: b

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
32. Consider the following Statements.
1. The Prevention of Insults to National Honor Act (1971) prevents disrespect not only
to the National flag and the National Anthem but also to the Constitution of India.
2. Respecting the National Flag and National Anthem is a Moral Duty.
Which of the above are CORRECT?
a) 2 only

b)1 and 2 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) 1 only

Solution: d
Explanation:
Statement 1: The Prevention of Insults to National Honor Act (1971) prevents disrespect
to the Constitution of India, the National flag and the National Anthem. Hence statement 1 is
CORRECT.
Statement 2: Respecting the Constitution, the National Flag and National Anthem is a Civic
Duty. Hence statement 2 is INCORRECT.
Among the Fundamental Duties, some are civic duties while others are moral duties. For
example, cherishing noble ideals of freedom struggle is a moral precept.
Statement 3: Minimum wage includes the bare needs of life like food, shelter and clothing. In
addition to these bare needs, a living wage includes education, health, insurance etc. A fair wage
is a mean between ‘living wage’ and ‘minimum wage’. Hence statement 3 is INCORRECT.
Source: Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth [3rd Edition]-Chapter on Directive Principles of State
Policy.

33. With reference to the Constitution of India, consider the following
1. Fundamental Rights
2. Fundamental Duties
3. Directive Principles of the State Policy
Which of the above provisions of the Constitution of India is/are fulfilled by the Maternity
Benefit (Amendment) Act, recently implemented by the government of India?
(a) 1 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d) All

Solution: b
Similar Previous Question: UPSC 2010 question related to National Social Assistance Program
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3. Living wage is a mean between Fair wage and Minimum Wage.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Explanation: Article 42 directs the State to make provision for just and humane conditions for
work and Maternity relief. The Maternity Benefit Act represents a significant step towards the
fulfillment of the same. Hence the Answer is B.

34. Which of the following statements is CORRECT?
1. The Flag code of India, 2002 says that the lettering of any kind shall not be put upon
the Flag.
2. Flag code does not allow any flag except UN flag, being hoisted, beside the national
flag, to be placed higher than the latter.
3. The matter regarding allowing a State to have its own flag comes under the
Jurisdiction of Ministry of Home Affairs.
a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) All

Solution: c
Why this Question?:
In the Context of Karnataka Government’s initiative to have Own State Flag. Karnataka will be
the Second State to have its Own flag [after Jammu and Kashmir], if the Centre Approves it.
Explanation:
Statement 2: Flag code does not allow any flag being hoisted beside the national flag , to be
placed higher than the latter. No exception for the UN flag. Hence statement 2 is incorrect.
Interested students can glance through this:
https://mha.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mha/files/flagcodeofindia_070214.pdf
35. Indian Constitution allows “Declaration of One’s religious beliefs and faith openly and
freely”. This falls under which of the following categories?
a) Right to Practice

b) Right to Propagate

c) Freedom of Conscience

d) Right to Profess

Solution: d
Explanation:
Option A: Right to Practice includes “Performance of religious worship, rituals, ceremonies and
exhibition of beliefs and ideas”. Hence option A is INCORRECT.
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Note: One might stretch the argument for Fundamental rights by quoting Right to Life under
Article 21. But, as per the available answer keys for UPSC 2010 question; we arrived at the
answer as iii only.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Option B: Right to Propagate covers “Transmission and dissemination of one’s religious beliefs
to others or exposition of the tenets of one’s religion”. Hence option B is INCORRECT.
Option C: Freedom of Conscience refers to “Inner freedom of an individual to mould his
relationship with God or Creatures in whatever way he/she desires”. Hence option is
INCORRECT.

Source: Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth-Chapter on Fundamental Rights.
36. Consider the following Statements with respect to Right to Freedom of Religion [provided in
the Indian Constitution].
1. Rights of Religious dominations to manage their own affairs are subject to Public
Order, Morality, Health and Other provisions relating to Fundamental Rights.
2. A fee cannot be levied for the promotion of any particular religion under Article 27 of
Indian Constitution.
Which of the above are CORRECT?
a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both

d) None

Solution: d
Explanation:
Statement 1: While Article 25 is subjected to Public Order, Morality, Health and Other
provisions relating to Fundamental Rights, Article 26 [Rights of Religious dominations to
manage their own affairs] is subjected to only Public Order, Morality, Health but not Other
provisions relating to Fundamental Rights. Hence statement 1 is INCORRECT.
Statement 2: Article 27 lays down that no person shall be compelled to pay any taxes for the
promotion or maintenance of any particular religion or religious denomination. This
provision prohibits only levy of a tax and not a fee. This is because the purpose of a fee is to
control secular administration of religious institutions and not to promote or maintain religion.
Thus, a fee can be levied on pilgrims to provide them some special service or safety
measures. Hence statement 2 is INCORRECT
Source: Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth-Chapter on Fundamental Rights.
37. Freedom of speech and expression is not subjected to which one of the following explicitly
mentioned “reasonable restrictions”?
a) Defamation

b) Decency

c) Overthrow of the state

d) Security of the state

Solution: c
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Option D: Right to Profess means “Declaration of One’s religious beliefs and faith openly and
freely”. Hence option D is CORRECT.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Explanation:

Source: Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth-Chapter on Fundamental Rights.
38. Consider the following Statements.
1. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) does NOT cover Right to
Social Security and insurance.
2. India is not a signatory to ICCPR.
Which of the following are true?
a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both

d) None

Solution: a
Similar Previous Question: UPSC 2010-UN Convention on the Rights of the Child ; UPSC 2011Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Explanation:
Statement 1: ICCPR is a multilateral treaty adopted by the UNGA in 1966. It commits its parties
to respect the civil and political rights of individuals, including the right to life, freedom of
religion, freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, electoral rights and rights to due process and
a fair trial. it doesn’t cover Right to Social security. Right to Social Security is covered under
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights [ICESCR]. Hence statement 1 is
CORRECT
Statement 2: India is signatory to both ICCPR and ICESCR. Hence statement 2 is INCORRECT
39. Which of the following features are described by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar as “novel features” of
the Constitution?
a) Fundamental Rights

b) Liberty, Equality and Fraternity in the Preamble

c) Directive Principles of State Policy d) Fundamental Duties
Solution: c
Similar previous question: UPSC 2002- Dr.B. R. Ambedkar’s view regarding Article 32
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The State can impose reasonable restrictions on the exercise of freedom of speech and
expression on the grounds of sovereignty and integrity of India, security of the state, friendly
relations with foreign states, public order, decency or morality, contempt of
court, defamation and incitement to an offence. “Overthrow of the state” is not explicitly
mentioned.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Explanation: Factual [Reason is not mentioned in the Source]
Source: Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth-Chapter on Directive Principles of State Policy.
40. Consider the following Statements regarding Directive Principles of State Policy[DPSP]:

2. Constitution classified them into socialistic, liberal-Intellectual and Gandhian
Principles.
3. Granville Austin described DPSP together with Fundamental Rights as the ‘Conscience
of the Constitution’
Which of the above are CORRECT?
a) 1 and 3 only

b) 3 only

c) 1 and 2 only

d) All

Solution: b
Explanation:
Statement 1: In the words of Dr B R Ambedkar,
‘the Directive Principles are like the instrument of
instructions, which were issued to the Governor-General and to the
Governors of the colonies of India by the British Government under the
Government of India Act of 1935. What is called Directive Principles is
merely another name for the instrument of instructions. The only
difference is that they are instructions to the legislature and the executive’.
Hence statement 1 is INCORRECT
Statement 2
The Constitution does not contain any classification of Directive Principles. On the basi
s of their content and direction, It is only subject experts who have classified DPSP into three
broad categories, viz, socialistic, Gandhian and liberal–intellectual. Hence statement 2 is
INCORRECT
Statement 3:
The Directive Principles along with the Fundamental Rights contain the philosophy of th
e Constitution and is the soul of the Constitution. Granville Austin has described the Dir
ective Principles and the Fundamental Rights as the ‘Conscience of the Constitution’. Hence
statement 3 is CORRECT
Source: Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth-Chapter on Directive Principles of State Policy.
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1. They resemble the “Instrument of Instructions” enumerated in Government of India
Act of 1919.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
41. Which of the following statements are CORRECT?
1. Any MP can introduce the bill pertaining to Constitutional Amendment in the
Parliament.

3. Joint sitting is not allowed in the case of Constitutional Amendment bills.
a) 1 and 3 only

b) 1 and 2 only

c) 3 only

d) All

Solution: a
Explanation:
Statement 1: Members other than ministers can also introduce bills. Such bills include
Constitutional Amendment bills also. But these have no chance of being passed without the
support of the government. Hence statement 1 is CORRECT
Statement 2:
The president must give his assent to the bill. He can neither withhold his assent to the bill
nor return the bill for reconsideration of the Parliament.
The 24th Constitutional Amendment Act of 1971 made it obligatory for the President
to give his assent to a constitutional Amendment Bill. 42nd Constitutional amendment made the
President bound by the advise of the Cabinet. Hence statement2 is INCORRECT
Statement 3:
In case of a disagreement between the two Houses, there is no provision for holding a j
oint sitting of the two Houses for the purpose of deliberation and passage of the bill. Hence
statement 3 is CORRECT
Source: Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth[3rd Edition]-Chapter on Constitutional Amendment.

42. Consider the following Statements:
1. India is an example of ‘Holding Together’ Federation.
2. The seventh schedule of Indian Constitution exemplifies the Federal nature of Indian
Constitution.
3. Currently, India is a two-tier Federation.
Which of the following are CORRECT?
a) 1 and 2 only

b) 1 and 3 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) All

Solution: a
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2. 42nd Constitutional amendment made it obligatory for the President to give his
assent to a Constitutional Amendment bill.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Explanation:

On the other hand, the federation in which all the constituent States usually have equal power
and are strong vis-a-vis the federal government is called ‘coming together’ federation. USA,
Switzerland and Australia are such federations.
Hence statement 1 is CORRECT.
Statement 2: The Constitution clearly demarcates subjects, which are under the exclusive
domain of the Union and those under the States. If there is any unauthorised excess of the Union
government by over stepping into state’s list this can be nullified by the Judiciary on the basis of
the division of powers in the seventh schedule. Thereby, federalism can be strengthened.
Hence statement 2 is CORRECT
Statement 3: Originally, India is a two-tier federation. But, after the 73rd and 74th
Constitutional amendments, India has become a three-tier federation as Local governments in
the form of Panchayats and Municipal corporations have got some powers in the administration
of local subjects. Though the effectiveness of this decentralisation exercise is debatable, at least
on paper, India is a three-tier Federation Hence statement 3 is INCORRECT.
Source: NCERT Democratic Politics -II & Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth Chapter on Salient
Features of the Constitution.
43. Right to Property is
a) Legal right
b) Fundamental right
c) Constitutional right
d) No longer a right after 44th Constitutional Amendment
Solution: a
Similar previous question: UPSC 2017 question on Right to Vote.
Explanation: In 1978, the 44th amendment to the Constitution removed the right to property
from the list of Fundamental Rights and converted it into a simple legal right under article
300 A.
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Statement 1: When a large country decides to divide its power between the constituent states
and the national government and the central government tends to be more powerful vis-a-vis
states, such a federation is called ‘holding together’ federation. In such federation constituent
units of the federation have unequal powers. Some units are granted special powers. In the light
of these features, India can be termed ‘holding together’ federation; India’s “Federal with Unitary
Bias” Constitution stands as a testimony to this. Spain and Belgium are the other examples.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Source: NCERT Indian Constitution at work Chapter-2 Constitution: Rights in the Indian
Constitution

a) Article 14

b) Article 15

c) Article 16

d) None

Solution: c
Explanation:
Option b: Article 15 provides that the State shall not discriminate against any citizen
on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth.
Option c : Article 16(2) satates that no citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex,
descent, place of birth, residence or any of them, be ineligible for, or discriminated against in
respect of, any employment or office under the State.
Source: Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth-Chapter on Fundamental Rights.

45. Which of the following safeguards are available to the Indian Citizens as per Article 22 of the
Indian Constitution?
1. No person accused of any offence shall be Compelled to be witness against himself.
2. The detention of persons, who are detained under preventive detention law, cannot
exceed two months without obtaining the opinion of an advisory board.
a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both

d) None

Solution: d
Explanation:
Statement 1: No self-incrimination: No person accused of any offence shall be compelled to
be a witness against himself. This protection is provided by Article 20 of the Constitution. Hence
statement 1 is INCORRECT
Other protections available in respect of conviction for offences under Article 20 are
(a) No ex-post-facto law: No person shall be
(i) convicted of any offence
except for violation of a law in force at the time of the commission of the act, nor
(ii) subjected to a penalty greater than that prescribed by the law in force at the
time of the commission of the act.
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44. Discrimination on the grounds of “Place of residence” only is prohibited under which one of
the following articles of the Constitution?

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
(b) No double jeopardy: No person shall be prosecuted and punished for the same
offence more than once.

Source: Indian Polity-M Laxmikanth-Chapter on Fundamental Rights.
46. With reference to the body mass index (BMI), consider the following statements:
1. It is a value derived from the mass (weight) and height of an individual
2. A person with normal weight will have BMI of 16 kg/m2
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 Only

b) 2 Only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: a
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/11/insights-daily-current-affairs-11-october2017/
The body mass index (BMI) or Quetelet index is a value derived from the mass (weight) and
height of an individual. The BMI is defined as the body mass divided by the square of the body
height, and is universally expressed in units of kg/m2, resulting from mass in kilograms and
height in metres.
The BMI is an attempt to quantify the amount of tissue mass (muscle, fat, and bone) in an
individual, and then categorize that person as underweight, normal weight, overweight, or obese
based on that value. However, there is some debate about where on the BMI scale the dividing
lines between categories should be placed.[1] Commonly accepted BMI ranges are
underweight: under 18.5 kg/m2, normal weight: 18.5 to 25, overweight: 25 to 30, obese:
over 30.

47. Consider the following statements:
1. IMF supports universal basic income (UBI) in India provided India eliminates food
and energy subsidies
2. If India provides a universal basic income of Rs 2600 a year to every person, it will
incur a fiscal cost of about 3% of GDP
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Statement2: As per Article 22 of the Indian Constitution,
the detention of a person cannot exceed three months unless an advisory board report
s sufficient cause for extended detention. The board is to consist of judges of a high
court. The 44th Amendment Act of 1978 has reduced the period of detention without
obtaining the opinion of an advisory board from three to two
months. However, this provision has not yet been brought into force, hence, the original
period of three months still continues. Hence statement 3 is INCORRECT

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 Only

b) 2 Only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: c



IMF estimates India could provide a universal basic income (UBI) of Rs 2,600 a year to every
person if it eliminates food and energy subsidies.



Even such a modest level of UBI will incur a fiscal cost of about 3% of GDP,

48. With reference to the Hybrid Annuity Model(HAM) in the highways sector, consider the
following statements:
1. Under HAM, Revenue collection would be the responsibility of the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
2. The government bears the construction and maintenance risks under HAM
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 Only

b) 2 Only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: a
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/12/insights-daily-current-affairs-12-october2017/
The Hybrid Annuity Model (HAM)
In India, the new HAM is a mix of BOT Annuity and EPC models. As per the design, the
government will contribute to 40% of the project cost in the first five years through annual
payments (annuity). The remaining payment will be made on the basis of the assets created and
the performance of the developer.
Here, hybrid annuity means the first 40% payment is made as fixed amount in five equal
installments whereas the remaining 60% is paid as variable annuity amount after the
completion of the project depending upon the value of assets created. As the government pays
only 40%, during the construction stage, the developer should find money for the remaining
amount. Here, he has to raise the remaining 60% in the form of equity or loans. There is no toll
right for the developer. Under HAM, Revenue collection would be the responsibility of the
National Highways Authority of India (NHAI).
Advantage of HAM is that it gives enough liquidity to the developer and the financial risk
is shared by the government. While the private partner continues to bear the construction
and maintenance risks as in the case of BOT (toll) model, he is required only to partly bear
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the financing risk. Government’s policy is that the HAM will be used in stalled projects where
other models are not applicable.

https://www.indianeconomy.net/splclassroom/what-is-hybrid-annuity-model-in-ppp/
49. The U.S. has announced its withdrawal from the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) citing that
a) UNESCO is causing financial burden to the USA
b) UNESCO is showing anti-Israel bias
c) UNESCO is thwarting US war efforts in Syria
d) None of the above
Solution: b)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/13/insights-daily-current-affairs-13-october2017/

The U.S. has announced its withdrawal from the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), accusing it of “continuing anti-Israel bias.” Besides the US,
Israel has also decided to pull out of UNESCO.
50. With reference to the Postal Life Insurance (PLI) in India, consider the following statements:
1. It was introduced by the British
2. It is not available to professionals such as doctors, engineers, chartered accountants,
architects, lawyers, bankers etc
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 Only

b) 2 Only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: a)
It is now made available to all professionals.
Postal Life Insurance (PLI) was introduced on 1st February 1884 with the express approval of
the Secretary of State (for India) to Her Majesty the Queen Empress of India.
http://www.financialexpress.com/money/sampoorna-bima-gram-yojana-pm-modigovernment-expands-postal-life-insurance-here-is-how-you-can-benefit/893236/
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51) Consider the following Statements.
1. All the three levels of Panchayati Raj institutions are elected directly by the people.
2. If the State government dissolves the Panchayat before the end of its five year term,
fresh elections must be held within three months of such dissolution.
a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) None

Solution: a
Similar Previous Questions: UPSC 2015 -On minimum age and Premature Dissolution; UPSC 2009 Premature dissolution
Explanation:
Statement 1: As per the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act, All the members of Panchayats at
the village, intermediate and district levels shall be elected directly by the people. Hence
statement 1 is CORRECT.
Statement 2: The term of each Panchayat body is five years. If the State government dissolves
the Panchayat before the end of its five year term, fresh elections must be held
within SIX months of such dissolution. Hence statement 2 is INCORRECT.
Note: The newly elected panchayat remains in office only for remaining term of 5 years.
Source: NCERT-INDIAN CONSTITUTION AT WORK-CHAPTER 8: LOCAL GOVERNMENTS
52) Consider the following Statements regarding 73 rd Constitutional Amendment Act
1. One third of the positions in all panchayat institutions are reserved for SCs and STs.
2. Gram Sabhas role and functions shall be defined by the State Legislation.
3. The State Election Commission, to be constituted by the State government, shall be
subservient to the Election Commission of India.
Which of the above is/are CORRECT?
a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 only

c) 1 only

d) 2 and 3 only

Solution: b
Why this question? : Similar previous questions on 73rd Constitutional amendment[UPSC2011] and the role of Gram Sabha related to PESA Act, 1996 [UPSC-2012]
Explanation:
Statement 1: As per the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act, Reservations for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes are also provided for at all the three levels, in proportion to
their population. One third of the positions in all panchayat institutions are reserved for
Women. Hence statement 1 is INCORRECT.
Statement 2: The amendment also made a provision for the mandatory creation of the Gram
Sabha. The Gram Sabha would comprise of all the adult members registered as voters in the
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Which of the above is/are CORRECT?
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Panchayat area. Its role and functions are decided by State legislation. Hence statement 2 is
CORRECT.

Source: NCERT-INDIAN CONSTITUTION AT WORK-CHAPTER 8: LOCAL GOVERNMENTS
53) Which of the following Statement(s) is/are CORRECT?
1. The Constitution of India, being federal in structure, divides legislative, executive,
financial and judicial powers between the Centre and the States.
2. Seventh Schedule defines the territorial limits of the legislative powers vested in the
Centre.
3. The laws of the Parliament are also applicable to the Indian citizens and their property
in any part of the World.
a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 3 only

Solution: d
Why this Question?: Combination of Previous UPSC questions on 7th Schedule[ex: UPSC 2006]
and nature of the Constitution, UPSC 2013 question related to Parliament legislation powers.
Explanation:
Statement 1: The Constitution of India, being federal in structure, divides all powers
(legislative, executive and financial) between the Centre and the states.
However, there is no division of judicial power as the Constitution has
established an integrated judicial system to enforce both the Central laws as well as state
laws. Hence statement 1 is INCORRECT.
Statement 2: Seventh Schedule defines the division of powers between the Centre and States in
terms of Subject matters on which they can enact legislation. It does not define territorial
limits. Hence statement 2 is INCORRECT.
Statement 3:
The Constitution defines the territorial limits of the legislative powers vested in the Centre
and the states in the following way:


The Parliament can make laws for the whole or any part of the territory of India.



A state legislature can make laws for the whole or any part of the state



The Parliament alone can make ‘extra-territorial legislation’. Thus, the
laws of the Parliament are also applicable to the Indian citizens and their property in
any part of the world.

Hence Statement 3 is CORRECT.
Source: INDIAN POLITY-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter 14.
www.insightsias.com
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Statement 3: The State government is required to appoint a State Election Commissioner who
would be responsible for conducting elections to the Panchayati Raj institutions. He/She is an
independent officer and is not linked to nor is this officer under the control of the Election
Commission of India. Hence statement 3 is INCORRECT.
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54) Which one of the following Articles of the Constitution of India deals with Jurisdiction of the
Union in relation to territories outside India?
a) Article 257

b) Article 261

c) Article 260

d) Article 258

Similar Previous Question: UPSC 2004 on Article 257
Explanation:
Article 257- Control of the Union over states in certain cases. Hence, option A is INCORRECT
Article 261- Public acts, records and judicial proceedings. Hence, option B is INCORRECT
Article 260- Jurisdiction of the Union in relation to territories outside India. Hence, option C is
CORRECT
Article 258- Power of the Union to confer powers, etc., on states in certain cases.
Hence, option D is INCORRECT
Source: INDIAN POLITY-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Appendix-I Articles of the Constitution
55) Who among the following is/are empowered by the Indian Constitution to restrict the
territorial extent of Central Legislation?
a) Governors of Tripura, Meghalaya and Mizoram
b) President of India
c) Both A and B
d) National Commmission for STs
Solution: b
Why this question?: Previous UPSC questions related to Legislative Powers of the President
and Governor and UPSC 2013 question related to Parliament legislation powers.
Explanation:
The Governor of Assam may likewise direct that an act of Parliament
does not apply to a tribal area (autonomours district) in the state or apply
with
specified
modifications
and
exceptions. The
President
enjoys
the
same power with respect to tribal areas (autonomous districts) in Meghalaya, Tripura
and Mizoram. Hence, B is CORRECT.
Source: INDIAN POLITY-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter 14.
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56) The Constitution empowers the Parliament to make laws on any matter enumerated in the
State List under few extraordinary circumstances.
1. When Rajya Sabha Passes a Resolution
2. When States make a Request
4. During a National Emergency
5. To implement International Agreements
Select them using the Codes below.
a) 1,2,4 and 5 only
b) 1,2,3 and 4 only
c) 1,2,3 and 5 only
d) 1,3,4 and 5 only
Solution: a
Explanation:
The Constitution empowers the Parliament to make laws on any matter enumerated in the State
List under five extraordinary circumstances.
They are:
1. When Rajya Sabha Passes a Resolution
2. When States make a Request
3. During a National Emergency
4. To implement International Agreements
5. During President’s Rule
The President can make regulations for the peace, progress and good
government of the four Union Territories—the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Lakshadweep, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu. A regulation so made
has
the
same
force
and
effect
as
an
act
of
Parliament.
It
may also repeal or amend any act of Parliament in relation to these union
territories. Hence, statement 3 is INCORRECT
Source: INDIAN POLITY-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter 14.
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3. When President desires so for good governance

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
57) Consider the following Statements.
1. In general, the executive power with respect to matters in the Concurrent list rests with
the State.

Which of the above statements is/are Correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both
d) None
Solution: c
Why this question?: Improvisation from UPSC 2004 question related to executive powers of
Centre and State [on Article 257]
Explanation:
Statement 1: In respect of matters on which both the Parliament and the state
legislatures have power of legislation (i.e., the subjects enumerated in the
Concurrent List), the executive power rests with the states except when a
Constitutional provision or a parliamentary law specifically confers it on the
Centre. Therefore, a law on a concurrent subject, though enacted by the
Parliament, is to be executed by the states except when the Constitution or the Parliament
has directed otherwise. Hence, statement 1 is CORRECT
Statement 2: The Essential Commodities Act, made by the
Parliament on a concurrent subject, the executive power is vested in the Centre. Hence,
statement 2 is CORRECT
Source: INDIAN POLITY-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter 14. [footnote-5]
58) Consider the following Statements regarding Administrative relations between the Centre
and the States.
1. The President cannot entrust the executive functions of the Centre to a State without
the Consent of that state.
2. The only possible way the State can entrust the executive functions of State to the
Centre is through a legislation.
3. A resolution supported by the two third members of the Rajya Sabha present and
voting alone can entrust the executive functions of the Centre to a State without the
Consent of that state
Which of the above statements is/are Correct?
a) 1 and 3 only

www.insightsias.com
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2. In case of Essential Commodities Act, though it is a law pertaining to Concurrent list,
the executive power is vested in the Centre.
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Solution: d
Why this question?: Improvisation from UPSC 2004 question related to executive powers of
Centre and State [on Article 257]
Explanation:

Statement 2: It is clear that the mutual delegation of functions between
the Centre and the state can take place either under an agreement or by a
legislation. While the Centre can use both the methods, a state can use only the
first method. Hence statement 2 is INCORRECT.
Statement 3: There is no need of resolution supported by two-third members of Rajya Sabha.
As disussed in the above statement, a simple legislation is sufficient. Hence statement 3 is
INCORRECT.
Source: INDIAN POLITY-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter 14.
59) Which of the following Constitutional Authorities take a Oath – “I will to the best of my
ability preserve, protect and defend the Constitution and the law”?
1. Judges of Supreme Court and High Court and the Comptroller and Auditor-General of
India
2. Speaker and Chairman of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
3. President of India and Governor of the State
4. Prime Minister and Chief Minister of the State/UT with legislature
a) 1 and 2 only

b) 3 only

c) 4 only

d) 1 only

Solution: b
Why this question? When we compare and study , we can remember better. We try to make
such questions as to bring clarity in concepts. This is one such question. Also, UPSC has asked
few questions in the lines of who administers Oath?. This question can be seen as an
improvisation.
Explanation:
Oath by the President:
“I, A.B., do swear in the name of God/solemnly affirm that I will faithfully execute the office of
President (or discharge the functions of the President) of India and will to the
best of my ability preserve, protect and defend the Constitution and the law
www.insightsias.com
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Statement 1: The President may, with the consent of the state government,
entrust to that government any of the executive functions of the Centre.
The Constitution also makes a provision for the entrustment of the
executive functions of the Centre to a state without the consent of that state.
But, in this case, the delegation is by the Parliament and not by the president. Hence
statement 1 is CORRECT.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
and that I will devote myself to the service and well-being of the people of
India”.
Oath by the Governor:

State) and will to the best of my ability preserve, protect and defend the
Constitution and the law and that I will devote myself to the service and wellbeing of the
people of … (name of the State).”
Source: INDIAN POLITY-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth- Appendix-IV Oath by the Constitutional and
Other Authorities
60) Which of the following Articles Contain the definitions of various terms used in different
provisions of the Constitution?
a) Article 366

b) Article 369

c) Article 364

d) Article 367

Solution: a
Why?: We know that it is necessary to by-heart important articles.
Explanation: Please refer to Appendix-V [Definitions under the Constitution] of INDIAN
POLITY-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth. Please have a look at the terms for which the definitions
have been provided. Some of the important terms for which definitions have been provided
under Article 366 are Anglo-Indian, Proclamation of Emergency, Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, Schedule, Union Territory etc.
61. Indian President is not vested with which of the following Veto power?
a) Absolute veto
b) Qualified veto
c) Suspensive veto
d) Pocket veto
Solution: b
Why this question?: Previous UPSC questions on President’s Veto Power.
Explanation: The veto power enjoyed by the executive in modern states can be classified into
the following four types:
1. Absolute veto, that is, withholding of assent to the bill passed by the legislature.
In 1954, President Dr Rajendra Prasad withheld his assent to the PEPSU
Appropriation Bill. The bill was passed by the Parliament when the
President’s Rule was in operation in the state of PEPSU. But, when the bill
was presented to the President for his assent, the President’s Rule was revoked.
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“I, A.B., do swear in the name of God/solemnly affirm that I will faithfully execute the office of
Governor (or discharge the functions of the Governor) of … (name of the

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
2. Suspensive veto, which can be over ridden by the legislature with an ordinary
majority.
The Indian President does not possess this veto in the case of money bills.

There is no qualified veto in the case
American President.

of Indian President; it is

possessed by the

Source: INDIAN POLITY-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter 17
62) Which of the following statements is/are INCORRECT?
1. Laws which are retrospective in nature can be made through Ordinance route.
2. No demand for a grant can be made except on President’s recommendation.
3. The President can resign from his office by addressing his resignation to the Chief
Justice of India.
a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 only

c) 3 only

d) 2 and 3 only

Solution: c
Why ?: Combination of UPSC previous questions on President’s financial powers and legislative
powers [Ex: UPSC 2003-On Ordinance]
Explanation:
Statement 1: An ordinance like any other legislation, can be retrospective, that is, it may
come into force from a back date. It may modify or repeal any act of
Parliament or another ordinance. It can alter or amend a tax law also. However, it cannot
be issued to amend the Constitution. Hence, i statement1 is CORRECT.
Statement 2: The financial powers and functions of the President are:
(a) Money bills can be introduced in the Parliament only with his prior
recommendation.
(b) He causes to be laid before the Parliament the annual financial statement (i.e, the
Union Budget).
(c) No demand for a grant can be made except on his recommendation.
(d) He can make advances out of the contingency fund of India to meet any unforeseen
expenditure.
(e) He constitutes a finance commission after every five years to recommend the
distribution of revenues between the Centre and the states.
Hence Statement 2 is CORRECT.
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3. Pocket veto, that is, taking no action on the bill passed by the legislature. In 1986,
President Zail Singh exercised the pocket veto with respect to the
Indian Post Office (Amendment) Bill. The bill, passed by the Rajiv Gandhi
Government, imposed restrictions on the freedom of press and hence, was
widely criticised. After three years, in 1989, the next President R
Venkataraman sent the bill back for reconsideration, but the new National Front
Government decided to drop the bill.
4. Qualified veto, which can be overridden by the legislature with a higher majority.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Statement3: The President holds office for a term of five years from the date on which he
enters upon his office. However, he can resign from his office at any time by addressing
the resignation letter to the Vice-President. Hence, statement 3 is INCORRECT.

63) Consider the following statements:
1. All the Zonal Councils including North -Eastern Council are Statutory bodies which
are created through States Reorganisation Act of 1956.
2. Chairman and Vice Chairman of Zonal Councils are Home Minister and Minister of
State, Home Affairs of Central government respectively
3. The Zonal Council for each zone shall have one person nominated by the Niti Ayog as
adviser to assist the Council.
Which of the above are CORRECT?
a) 3 only

b) 1 and 2 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) All

Solution: a
Why this question?: Improvisation from many previous UPSC questions on Zonal Councils. [ex:
UPSC-2013]
Explanation:
Statement 1: The Zonal Councils are the statutory bodies. They are established by an Act of the
Parliament, that is, States Reorganisation Act of 1956.
The act divided the country into five zones (Northern, Central, Eastern, Western and
Southern) and provided a zonal council for each zone.
In addition to the above Zonal Councils, a NorthEastern Council was created by a separate Act of Parliament—the NorthEastern Council Act of 1971. Its members include Assam, Manipur,
Mizoram, Arunchal Pradesh, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Tripura and Sikkim.
Hence Statement 1 is INCORRECT
Statement 2: The Home Minister is the Chairman of all Zonal Councils except for the North
Eastern Council. The Chief ministers of States of the concerned council acts as vice-chairman by
rotation, holding office for a period of one year at a time. Currently, Union Minister of
State (Independent Charge) for Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh, acts as
Chairman of the North Eastern Council (NEC).
Hence Statement 2 is INCORRECT
Statement 3: The Zonal Council for each zone shall have the following persons as Advisers to
assist the Council in the performance of its duties, namely :
(a) one person nominated by the Planning Commission (now NITI Aayog);
(b) the Chief Secretary to the Government of each of the States included in the Zone; and
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Source: INDIAN POLITY-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter 17
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(c) the Development Commissioner or any other officer nominated by the Government of
each of the States included in the Zone.
Hence Statement 3 is CORRECT

INDIAN POLITY-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter 15
http://interstatecouncil.nic.in/structure/
64) Assertion(A): When a State is experiencing internal disturbances not amounting to internal
subversion, it is improper to impose Presidential Rule.
Reason (R): Internal disturbances which do not amount to internal subversion reflect the
case of Constitutional failure on part of State government.
a) Both A and R are individually true and R is the correct explanation of A.
b) Both A and R are individually true but R is not the correct explanation of A.
c) A is true but R is false
d) A is false but R is true
Solution: c
Why?
Explanation:
Assertion:
Based on the report of the Sarkaria Commission on Centre–state Relations
(1988), the Supreme Court in Bommai case (1994) enlisted the situations where the
exercise of power under Article 356 could be improper:
“Internal disturbances not amounting to internal
breakdown” is one of such situations. Hence Assertion is True

subversion

or

physical

Reason:
Internal disturbances which do not amount to internal subversion reflects the case of
administrative failure but not Constitutional failure on part of State government. That is why
Judiciary had opined that it would be improper to impose Presidential Rule. Had it been
Constitutional failure, under Article 356 Supreme Court would have upheld the imposition of
Presidential rule as proper.
Hence Reason is False
Source: INDIAN POLITY-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter 16
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Sources:
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65) Consider the following Statements:
1. In general, a law made by the Parliament or President or any other specified authority
can continue to be operative even after the President’s Rule.

3. President’s Rule automatically restricts the powers of the High court of the Concerned
State.
Which of the above are CORRECT?
a) 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1 only

Solution: d
Why?: President’s rule is an important topic-especially in the recent instances of Arunchal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand episodes in 2016 . Though the direct questions asked in UPSC prelims
are rare in this topic, clarity in this topic will be handy to eliminate options for other questions
related to Centre-State relations.
Explanation:
Statement 1: A law made by the Parliament or president or any other specified authority
continues to be operative even after the President’s Rule. This means that the
period for which such a law remains in force is not co-terminous with the duration
of the proclamation. Hence statement 1 is CORRECT.
Statement 2: There is a maximum period prescribed for President’s Rule operation, that
is, three years. Thereafter, it must come to an end and the normal constitutional machinery
must be restored in the state. Hence statement 2 is INCORRECT.
Statement 3: It should be noted here that the President cannot assume to himself the
powers vested in the concerned state high court or suspend the provisions of
the Constitution relating to it. In other words, the constitutional position,
status, powers and functions of the concerned state high court remain same even during
the President’s Rule. Hence statement 3 is INCORRECT.
Source: INDIAN POLITY-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter 16
66) Consider the following Statements about different kinds of Emergency provisions in Indian
Constitution:
1. ”proclamation of emergency” is only mentioned but not explicitly defined in the
Constitution.
2. A proclamation declaring financial emergency has to be approved by both the houses
of the Parliament within two months from the date of issue.
3. A resolution approving the proclamation of financial emergency can be passed by
either House of Parliament only by a simple majority.
Which of the above are CORRECT?
a) All

b) 3 only
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2. The maximum period prescribed for the President’s Rule in a State is two years.
Thereafter, it must come to an end.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Solution: c
Why this question? : As we’ve already mentioned it is important to know the terms which are
defined and not defined , not explicitly mentioned + UPSC 2007 question related to financial
emergency+ UPSC 2006 question on powers of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha related to Emergency
Statement 1: Article 366 contains the definitions of various terms used in different
provisions of the constitution, including Proclamation of Emergency.
“Proclamation of Emergency” means a Proclamation issued under clause (1) of article 352.
Hence statement 1 is INCORRECT.
Statement 2: A proclamation declaring financial emergency must be approved by both the
Houses of Parliament within two months from the date of its issue. However,
if the proclamation of Financial Emergency is issued at a time when the Lok
Sabha has been dissolved or the dissolution of the Lok Sabha takes place
during the period of two months without approving the proclamation, then the
proclamation survives until 30 days from the first sitting of the Lok Sabha
after its reconstitution, provided the Rajya Sabha has in the meantime approved it. Hence
statement 2 is CORRECT.
Statement 3: A resolution approving the proclamation of financial emergency can be
passed by either House of Parliament only by a simple majority, that is, a majority of the
members of that house present and voting. Hence statement 3 is CORRECT.
Sources:
INDIAN POLITY-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter 16 and Appendix-V [Definitions under the
Constitution]
67) Article 365 lends legitimacy for the President’s rule in a State under which of the following
Circumstances?
a) State Governor’s report providing the evidence of administrative failure in State
b) Chief Secretary’s report providing the evidence of Constitutional failure in State
c) President, on his own, taking cognizance of administrative failure in State.
d) When State fails to Comply with or to give effect to any direction from the Centre.
Solution: d
Why?: We know that it is necessary to by-heart important articles.
Explanation:
Option A: As per the SC verdict on S.R. Bommai case, administrative failure is not a valid ground
for the imposition of President’s Rule. Hence it is INCORRECT
Option B: This is absurd as the Constitution does not empower the Chief Secretary to do so on
his own. Hence it is INCORRECT
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Explanation:

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Option C: As per the SC verdict on S.R. Bommai case, administrative failure is not a valid ground
for the imposition of President’s Rule. Hence it is INCORRECT
Option D: The President’s Rule can be proclaimed under Article 356 on two grounds
—one mentioned in Article 356 itself and another in Article 365:

Source: INDIAN POLITY-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter 16
68) Which of the following is true with respect to Article 358 of Indian Constitution ?
a) The six fundamental rights under Article 19 are suspended only when the National
Emergency is declared on the grounds of war or armed rebellion.
b) When a proclamation of national emergency is made, the six fundamental rights under
Article 19 are automatically suspended.
c) When the National Emergency ceases to operate, President has to issue an Order for
restoring the suspended fundamental rights under Article 19
d) Remedy for anything done during the Emergency lies in case of Article 358 , unlike in case
of Article 359 where there will not be any remedy
Solution: b
Why?: Improvisation from UPSC previous questions related to Emergency.
Explanation:
Option A: The 44th Amendment Act of 1978 restricted the scope of Article 358 in two
ways. Firstly, the six Fundamental Rights under Article 19 can be suspended only when
the National Emergency is declared on the ground of war or external aggression and not
on the ground of armed rebellion. Secondly, only those laws which are related with the
Emergency are protected from being challenged and not other laws. Also, the executive
action taken only under such a law is protected. Hence Option A is INCORRECT.
Option C: When the National Emergency ceases to operate, Article 19 automatically revives
and comes into force. Any law made during Emergency, to the extent of inconsistency with
Article 19, ceases to have effect. Hence option B is INCORRECT.
Option D: When the National Emergency ceases to operate, Article 19 automatically revives
and comes into force. Any law made during Emergency, to the extent of inconsistency with
Article 19, ceases to have effect. However, no remedy lies for anything done during the
Emergency even after the Emergency expires. This means that the legislative and executive
actions taken during the emergency cannot be challenged even after the Emergency ceases to
operate. Hence option C is INCORRECT.
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Article 365 says that whenever a state fails to comply with or to give
effect to any direction from the Centre, it will be lawful for the president to hold th
at a situation has arisen in which the government of the state
cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. Hence it is
CORRECT

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Option B: According to Article 358, when a proclamation of national emergency is made,
the six Fundamental Rights under Article 19 are automatically suspended. No separate order
for their suspension is required. Hence option D is CORRECT.
Source: INDIAN POLITY-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter 16

a) Article 358 Operates only in the case of internal Emergency while Article 359 operates in
case of both internal and external emergency
b) Article 358 suspends fundamental rights under Article 19 for the entire duration of
emergency while Article 359 suspends the enforcement of fundamental rights as per the
period specified by the President
c) Article 358 suspends Article 19 while Article 359 empowers the suspension of all the
remaining fundamental rights
d) Article 358 is applicable only in the case of armed rebellion while Article 359 is applicable
in the case of both war and armed rebellion
Solution: b
Why?: Improvisation from UPSC previous questions related to Emergency + Comparative study
to gain clarity on concepts.
Explanation:
Option A: Article 358 operates only in case of External Emergency (that is, when the
emergency is declared on the grounds of war or external aggression) and
not in the case of Internal Emergency (ie, when the Emergency is
declared on the ground of armed rebellion). Hence option A is INCORRECT.
Option C: Article 358 suspends Article 19 completely while Article 359 does not
empower the suspension of the enforcement of Articles 20 and 21. Hence option C is
INCORRECT.
Option D: Article 358 operates only in case of External Emergency -that is, when the
emergency is declared on the grounds of war or external aggression- not armed
rebellion[Internal Emergency]. Hence option D is INCORRECT.
Option B: Article 358 suspends Fundamental Rights under Article 19 for the entire
duration of Emergency while Article 359 suspends the enforcement of
Fundamental Rights for a period specified by the president which may either be the entire
duration of Emergency or a shorter period. Hence Ooption B is CORRECT.
Source: INDIAN POLITY-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter 16
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69) Which of the following is true with respect to distinction between Article 358 and Article
359 of Indian Constitution?

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
70) Which of the following is CORRECT with respect to Inter State Council and its Standing
Committee?
a) Home minister of the Central government is the Chairman of Inter State Council.

c) Standing Committee will process all matters pertaining to Centre-State Relations before
they are taken up for Consideration of the Inter-State Council
d) None of the above
Solution: c
Why this question? : Similar previous questions on different institutions dealing with CentreState and Inter-State relations such as National Development Council and Zonal Councils.
Example: UPSC 2013 question on National Development Council membership.
Explanation:
Option A:
The Inter State Council consists of


Prime Minister – Chairman



Chief Ministers of all States – Members



Chief Ministers of Union Territories having a Legislative Assembly and
Administrators of UTs not having a Legislative Assembly – Members



Six Ministers of Cabinet rank in the Union Council of Ministers to be nominated by
the Prime Minister – Members

Hence option A is INCORRECT
Option B:
In the second meeting of the Inter-State Council held on 15.10.1996, the Council decided to set
up a Standing Committee for continuous consultation and processing of matters for
consideration of the Council. Accordingly, a Standing Committee was set up under
the Chairmanship of the Home Minister.
The Standing Committee was last reconstituted vide Gazette notification dated 27th October,
2017.
Hence option B is INCORRECT.
Option C:
The Standing Committee will process all matters pertaining to Centre-State Relations before
they are taken up for Consideration of the Inter-State Council. Hence Option C is CORRECT.
Reference:
http://interstatecouncil.nic.in/isc-composition-2/
http://interstatecouncil.nic.in/isc-composition/
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b) Chief Minister of Rajasthan is the present Chairman of Inter State Council Standing
Committee

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia

71) With reference to the Head On Generation (HOG) system in the Indian Railways, consider
the following statements:

2. HoG system does not create noise pollution
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 Only

b) 2 Only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/28/insights-daily-current-affairs-28-october2017/
First statement refers to EOG – End on Generation which is currently in use in many trains.
HOG is newly introduced system and draws power from the Grid (overhead power lines)
Electric cars which provide power in EOG system are run by diesel, hence make noises. In HOG
there is no such noise.
https://www.livemint.com/Politics/f6qhFGEyU3CvVjmCT8anEJ/Railways-introduces-HoGsystem-to-save-power.html
72) With reference to Hambantota, consider the following statements:
1. It is a sea port and a major city in the northern part of the Sri Lanka
2. India has agreed to build 1,200 houses for the Tamil refugees in the city
3. Tamilians form the majority community in Hambantota
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 Only

b) 2 Only

c) 1 and 3 Only

d) None of them

Solution: d)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/27/insights-daily-current-affairs-27-october2017/
Hambantota is the main town in Hambantota District, Southern Province, Sri Lanka. This
underdeveloped area was hit hard by the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami and is undergoing a
number of major development projects including the construction of a new sea port and
international airport finished in 2013. These projects and others such as Hambantota Cricket
Stadium are said to form part of the government’s plan to transform Hambantota into the second
major urban hub of Sri Lanka, away from Colombo.
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1. In the HOG system, electrical loads of passenger coaches is fed from the power cars
placed at either ends of the rake

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
India has agreed to construct homes as an effort towards rebuilding this city which was affected
by 2004 Tsunami.
Sinhala are the majority here.

a) Employment generation programme
b) Infrastructure development programme
c) Creation of Transportation network programme
d) Boosting of private investment programme
Solution: c)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/26/insights-daily-current-affairs-26-october2017/
Although other options are also correct, the Bharatmala project is mainly about building huge
transportation network to move people and goods.
The development of any nation depends on the transportation networks and the ways in which
they are being maintained. The same holds true for the development of a huge and populous
nation like India. For connecting the areas and maintaining smooth flow of traffic, the
construction of new and developed roads are a must. The same will be achieved with the
implementation of the Bharatmala project. Under the scheme, a host of new roads will be laid
down in the nation.
Bharatmala Pariyojana is a new umbrella program for the highways sector that focuses on
optimizing efficiency of freight and passenger movement across the country by bridging critical
infrastructure gaps through effective interventions like development of Economic Corridors,
Inter Corridors and Feeder Routes, National Corridor Efficiency Improvement, Border and
International connectivity roads, Coastal and Port connectivity roads and Green-field
expressways.
74) To define what constitutes Integrity of Public Organizations and to identify the different
factors of Integrity and their inter-linkages, an Integrity Index is being created by
a) The NITI Aayog

b) The Supreme Court of India

c) The CAG

d) The CVC

Solution: d)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/25/insights-daily-current-affairs-25-october2017/
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73) The BharatMala Pariyojana is mainly a/an

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
In line with the broader strategy and emphasis on preventive vigilance, the Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) believes that the next level of systemic change can be through the tool of
Integrity Index.
The main objectives of Integrity Index:
Define what constitutes Integrity of Public Organizations.



Identify the different factors of Integrity and their inter-linkages.



Create an objective and reliable tool that can measure the performance of organizations
along these above factors.



Validate the findings over a period of time to improve upon the robustness of the tool that
measures Integrity.



Create an internal and external ecosystem that promotes working with Integrity where
public organizations lead the way.

75) With reference to the Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Rosh (RRSK), consider the following
statements:
1. It is a dedicated fund for critical safety-related works in railways
2. It is solely funded by the profits of the Indian railways
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 Only

b) 2 Only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: a)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/24/insights-daily-current-affairs-24-october2017/
Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Kosh (RRSK)


Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Rosh (RRSK) is a dedicated fund for critical safety-related works.



In Budget 2017-18, Ministry had announced the setting up a special safety fund with a
corpus of more than Rs. 1 lakh crore over a period of five years. Finance Ministry would
contribute Rs. 15,000 crore annually towards the fund, the Ministry of Railways would fund
the balance Rs. 5,000 crore every year.



Finance Ministry advised the Ministry of Railways to prioritise deploying RRSK funds on
areas that reduce chances of human error and ensure training of safety staff.

76) Consider the following Statements:
1. Unlike the Rajya Sabha Chairman , the Speaker of Lok Sabha cannot suspend a
member without calling for adoption of motion.
2. While the Rajya Sabha Chairman is empowered to place a member under suspension,
the authority for revocation of this order is not vested in him.
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Which of the above are true?
a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both

d) None

Solution: d

Explanation:
Statement 1: The Speaker may invoke Rule 374A in case of “grave disorder occasioned by a
member coming into the well of the House or abusing the Rules of the House, persistently and
wilfully obstructing its business by shouting slogans or otherwise…”. The member concerned,
“on being named by the Speaker, stands automatically suspended from the service of the House
for five consecutive sittings or the remainder of the session, whichever is less”. This clause was
incorporated in the Rule Book on December 5, 2001. Obviously, the intention was to skirt around
the necessity of moving and adopting a motion for suspension.
Hence Statement 1 is INCORRECT.
While the Speaker is empowered to place a member under suspension, the authority for
revocation of this order is not vested in her. It is for the House, if it so desires, to resolve on a
motion to revoke the suspension.
Statement 2: The Chairman may “name a member who disregards the authority of the Chair or
abuses the rules of the Council by persistently and wilfully obstructing” business. In such a
situation, the House may adopt a motion suspending the member from the service of the House
for a period not exceeding the remainder of the session. The House may, however, by another
motion, terminate the suspension. Unlike the Speaker, the Rajya Sabha Chairman does not have
the power to suspend a member.
Hence Statement 2 is INCORRECT.
Reference: http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/the-history-and-circumstances-ofsuspending-mps/
77) Assertion(A):Rajya Sabha is not permitted to make use of Adjournment motion
Reason(R):It involves an element of censure against the government
(A) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A
(B) Both A and R are true, but R is not a correct explanation of A
(C) A is true, but R is false
(D) A is false, but R is true
Solution: a
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Why this Question?: Recent action of the Lok Sabha Speaker with regard to Suspension of 25
members + Previous UPSC questions on the Office of the Speaker

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Why?: Previous UPSC questions on Adjournment motion [Ex: UPSC 2012]
Explanation:

Source: Indian Polity-5th Edition-M Laxmi Kanth-Chapter22
78) Consider the following Statements :
1. Parliament can reduce or abolish a tax but cannot increase it.
2. The budget shall distinguish expenditure on revenue account from other expenditure.
3. There is no legal or Constitutional obligation on the ruling party to launch an interim
budget during election year. It is only a convention.
a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) All

Solution: d
Why?: Previous UPSC questions with respect to Parliamentary Control over Budget [Ex:UPSC
2011-Vote on Account vs. Interim Budget; UPSC 2011-Parliamentary Control over Public
Finance]
Explanation:
Statements 1 and 2:
The Constitution of India contains the following provisions with regard to the enactment of
budget:
1. The President shall in respect of every financial year cause to be laid before both the Houses
of Parliament a statement of estimated receipts and expenditure of the Government of India for
that year.
2. No demand for a grant shall be made except on the recommendation of the President.
3. No money shall be withdrawn from the Consolidated Fund of India except under

appropriation made by law.
4. No money bill imposing tax shall be introduced in the Parliament except on the recommen
dation of the President, and such a bill shall not be introduced in the Rajya Sabha.
5. No tax shall be levied or collected except by authority of law.
6. Parliament can reduce or abolish a tax but cannot increase it.
7. The Constitution has also defined the relative roles or position of both the Houses of Parliament
with regard to the enactment of the budget
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Adjournment Motion: It is introduced in the Parliament to draw attention of the House to
a definite matter of urgent public importance, and needs the support of 50 members to
be admitted. As it interrupts the normal business of the House, it is regarded as an
extraordinary device. It involves an element of censure against the government and
hence Rajya Sabha is not permitted to make use of this device. The discussion on an
adjournment motion should last for not less than two hours and thirty minutes.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
8. The estimates of expenditure embodied in the budget shall show separately the

expenditure charged on the Consolidated Fund of India and the expenditure made
from the Consolidated Fund of India.

Hence Both the Statements 1 and 2 are Correct.

An excerpt from the news report:
“What about the convention of interim budgets? Why should the finance minister of a
government that is going to polls in a few weeks be allowed to wax eloquent on what the
achievements were in the previous five years”
Hence Statements 3 is Correct.
Reference: http://www.rediff.com/money/2009/feb/11guest-why-interim-budgets-areirrelevant.htm
Source: Indian Polity-5th Edition-M Laxmi Kanth-Chapter22
79) Consider the following Statements:
1. The Prime Minister has to resign if he loses majority in the Lower House- This is
just a rule of the Parliament but not mentioned in the Constitution.
2. In the event of both the President and the Vice-President demitting office
simultaneously before the end of their tenure the Speaker of the Lower House of
the Parliament will officiate as the President.
a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both

d) None

Solution: d
Why?: Combination of Previous UPSC questions[UPSC-1997- Which of the following is not
explicitly stated but followed as convention?; UPSC 1996-Correct Statements about Prime
Minister etc.]
Explanation:
Statement 1:It is just an unwritten convention that the Prime Minister has to resign if he
loses majority in the Lower House. It is neither mentioned in the Constitution nor mentioned
in the Rule book of the Parliament.
Hence statement 1 is INCORRECT.
Statement 2: When a vacancy occurs in the office of the President due to his resignation,
removal, death or otherwise, the Vice-President acts as the President until a
new President is elected. Further, when the sitting President is unable to discharge his f
unctions due to absence, illness or any other cause, the Vice-president discharges his
functions until the President resumes his office. In case the office of Vice-President is vacant,
the Chief Justice of India (or if his office is also vacant, the senior most judge of the
Supreme Court available) acts as the President or discharges the functions of the President.
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Statement 3:

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Hence Statement 2 is INCORRECT.
Source: Indian Polity-5th Edition-M Laxmi Kanth-Chapter22
80) Which of the following are CORRECT with respect to Rajya Sabha?

2. The Constitution has not fixed the term of Office of a member of the Rajya Sabha as
six years. It is decided by the Rules of the Rajya Sabha.
3. The question of disqualification under the Tenth Schedule is decided by the Chairman
in the case of Rajya Sabha.
A. 1 and 2 only

B. All

C. 3 only

D. 1 and 3 only

Solution: c
Why?: Previous UPSC questions related to Rajya Sabha and Chairman of Rajya Sabha+
Importance of distinction between Rules, Conventions, Acts and Constitutional
provisions[ex:UPSC-1997- Which of the following is not explicitly stated but followed as
convention? ]
Explanation:
Statement 1: The Parliament has laid down the following additional qualifications in the
Representation of People Act (1951) [Not the Indian Constitution]
1. He must be registered as an elector for a parliamentary constituency. This
is same in the case of both, the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha. The
requirement that a candidate contesting an election to the Rajya Sabha
from a particular state should be an elector in that particular state was
dispensed with in 2003. In 2006, the Supreme Court upheld the constitutional
validity of this change.
2. He must be a member of a scheduled caste or scheduled tribe in any state or union
territory, if he wants to contest a seat reserved for them.
However, a member of scheduled castes or scheduled tribes can also contest a seat not
reserved for them.
Hence Statement 1 is INCORRECT
Statement 2: The Constitution has not fixed the term of office of members of the Rajya
Sabha and left it to the Parliament. Accordingly, the Parliament in the Representation of
the People Act (1951)[Not the Rules of Rajya Sabha] provided that the term of office of a
member of the Rajya Sabha shall be six years.
Hence Statement 2 is INCORRECT.
Statement 3:
The question of disqualification under the Tenth Schedule is decided by the Chairman in
the case of Rajya Sabha and Speaker in the case of Lok Sabha (and not by the president
of India). In 1992, the Supreme Court ruled that the decision of the Chairman/Speaker i
n this regard is subject to judicial review.
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1. As per the Indian Constitution, Candidate Contesting an election to the Rajya Sabha
from a particular State need not be an elector in that Particular State.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Hence Statement 3 is CORRECT.
81) For which of the following Committees , the Chairman is invariably from the Ruling Party?
a) Estimates Committee
c) Committee on Public Undertakings
d) None
Solution: a
Why? [UPSC 2002-Question on Public Accounts Committee]
Explanation:
Option B:
Public Accounts Committee:
The chairman of the committee is appointed from amongst its members by the Speaker.
Until 1966 – 67, the chairman of the committee belonged to the ruling party. However, since
1967 a convention has developed whereby the chairman of the committee is selected
invariably from the Opposition.
Other important aspects1. 22 members [15LS+7 RS]
2. Came into existence through GoI Act-1919
Option C:
Committee on Public Undertakings: The term of office of the members is one year. A minister
cannot be elected as a member of the committee. The chairman of the committee is appointed
by the Speaker from amongst its members who are drawn from the Lok Sabha only.
Hence, it is INCORRECT.
Other important aspects1. Created in 1964 on the recommendation of the Krishna Menon Committee
2. Originally 15 members, later increased to 22 members
Option A:
Estimates Committee: A minister cannot be elected as a member of the committee. The
chairman of the committee is appointed by the Speaker from amongst its members and
he is invariably from the ruling party.
Hence, it is CORRECT.
Other important aspects1. Origin can be traced to Standing Financial Committee set up in 1921.
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b) Public Accounts Committee

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
2. Originally 25 members, later increased to 30
3. Rajya Sabha has no representation in this Committee.
Common to all the three committees2. Term of the members-1 year.
3. Minister cannot be elected as the member.
4. Chairman is appointed by the Speaker from the members of the Committee.
Source: Indian Polity-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter23
82) For which of the following Committees, Speaker of Lok Sabha acts as Chairman?
1. Rules Committee
2. Committee on Private Members’ Bills and Resolutions
3. Business Advisory Committee
4. General Purposes Committee
a) 1 and 3 only

b) 1, 3 and 4 only

c) 2 and 4 only

d) 1 only

Solution: b
Why?: [UPSC 2002 & 2013-Question on Public Accounts Committee]
Explanation:
Committee on Private Members’ Bills and Resolutions-Chairman is Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha.
Hence the Answer is B.
Source: Indian Polity-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter23
83) Assertion (A): The normal function of the Vice-President is to preside over the council of
states
Reason(R): The electoral college of the Vice-President does not include the members of the State
Legislative assemblies
(A) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A
(B) Both A and R are true, but R is not a correct explanation of A
(C) A is true, but R is false
(D) A is false, but R is true
Solution:b
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1. All parties get due representation [Proportional Method].
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Why?:Previous UPSC questions related to President and Vice-President Elections
Explanation:
Dr B R Ambedkar observed:

But, when we come to the Vice-President, his normal functions are to preside over the
council of states. It is only on a rare occasion, and that too for a temporary period, that he
may be called upon to assume the duties of the president. That being so, it does not
seem necessary that the members of the state legislatures should also be invited to take
part in the election of the Vice-President”.
Hence Both A and R are individually true.
As per the above text,
The assertion [EFFECT] is “The electoral college of the Vice-President does not include the
members of the State Legislative assemblies”
The reason [CAUSE] is “normal function of the Vice-President is to preside over the council of
states”
In the question, it is given the other way. So, R in the question is not a correct explanation of
A. Hence, the answer is B.
Source: Indian Polity-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth -Chapter-18
84) Which of the following statements are INCORRECT with respect to the Office of Vice
President?
1. The only valid ground for the removal of Vice President provided by the Indian
Constitution is proved misbehavior or incapacity.
2. When a vacancy occurs in the Office of the President due to resignation, the VicePresident can only act as President for a maximum period of six months with in which
a new President has to be elected.
3. Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha is responsible to the Vice-President in Rajya Sabha
as he is ex-officio Chairman of Rajya Sabha.
a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) None

Solution: c
Why? [UPSC 2004 -related to Resolution for the removal of Vice President]
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“The President is the head of the State and his power extends both to the administration
by the Centre as well as to the states. Consequently, it is necessary that in his election,
not only members of Parliament should play their part, but the members of the state
legislatures should have a voice.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Explanation:

Hence, Statement 1 is INCORRECT.
Statement 2: He acts as President when a vacancy occurs in the office of the President
due to his resignation, removal, death or otherwise. He can act as President only for a
maximum period of six months within which a new President has to be elected. Further,
when the sitting President is unable to discharge his functions due to absence, illness or
any other cause, Vice-President discharges his functions until the President resumes his
office.
Hence Statement 2 is CORRECT.
Statement 3: The Deputy Chairman is not subordinate to the Chairman. He is directly
responsible to the Rajya Sabha.
Hence Statement 3 is INCORRECT.
Source: Indian Polity-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter22
85) Consider the following Statements:
1. ”Leader of Opposition” position in Lok Sabha has statutory recognition.
2. Currently, Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad is the Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha.
3. The requirement that concerned party must have at least 10% of the total strength of
the House is incorporated by amending Representation of People Act, 1951.
A. 1 only

B. 1 and 3 only

C. 2 only

D. 1 and 2 only

Solution: d
Why?: Leader of Opposition-often in news
Explanation:
Statement 1: In a parliamentary system of government, the leader of the opposition has a
significant role to play. His main functions are to provide a constructive criticism of the
policies of the government and to provide an alternative government. Therefore, the leader
of Opposition in the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha were accorded statutory recognition
in 1977. They are also entitled to the salary, allowances and other facilities equivalent to

www.insightsias.com

57

www.insightsonindia.com

INSIGHTS IAS REVISION TESTS FOR UPSC CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM – 2018

Statement 1: The Vice- President holds office for a term of five years from the date on
which he enters upon his office. However, he can resign from his office at any time by
addressing the resignation letter to the President. He can also be removed from the office
before completion of his term. A formal impeachment is not required for his removal.
He can be removed by a resolution of the Rajya Sabha passed by an absolute majority
(i.e., a majority of the total members of the House) and agreed to by the Lok Sabha.
But, no such resolution can be moved unless at least 14 days’ advance notice has been
given. Notably, no ground has been mentioned in the Constitution for his removal.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
that of a cabinet minister. It was in 1969 that an official leader of the opposition was
recognised for the first time. The same functionary in USA is known as the ‘minoriy leader’.
Hence Statement 1 is CORRECT.
Statement 2: Factual. It is CORRECT.

Source: Indian Polity-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter22
Reference:https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leader_of_the_Opposition_(India)#cite_noteSalary_and_Allowances_of_Leaders_of_Opposition_in_Parliament_Act,_1977-1
86) Which of the following shows that Indian Constitution has given preference to Common
identity over diversity in few circumstances?
a) Asymmetric federalism

b) Protection for Minorities

c) Joint electorates

d) None

Solution: c
Why?:NCERTs importance cannot be overemphasized [UPSC-2017]
Explanation:
Option A: Asymmetric federalism in Indian Polity, unlike in US’s symmetric federalism, is
sensitive to the distinct socio-economic, cultural, geographic and historical circumstances.
Article 370 related to Jammu and Kashmir and Special provisions related to North Eastern and
other states stand as testimony to the Constitution’s recognition for diversity. Hence option A is
INCORRECT.
Option B: Protection to the minorities in the form of Religious freedom, prohibition of
discrimination on the grounds of religion only is not antithetical to the recognition of diversity
over common Identity. Hence option B is INCORRECT.
Option C: The Indian Constitution tried to balance various identities. Yet, preference was given
to common identity under certain conditions. This is clarified in the debate over separate
electorates based on religious identity which the Constitution rejects. Hence option C is
CORRECT.
“Separate electorates have been a curse to India, have done incalculable harm to this country…
Separate electorates have barred our progress… We (Muslims) want to merge in the nation.
…for God’s sake keep your hands off reservation for the Muslim community.” -Tajamul
Husain, CAD, Vol. VIII, p. 333, 26 May 1949
Source: NCERT-INDIAN CONSTITUTION AT WORK-Chapter-10

www.insightsias.com

58

www.insightsonindia.com

INSIGHTS IAS REVISION TESTS FOR UPSC CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM – 2018

Statement 3: The requirement that concerned party must have at least 10% of the total strength
of the House is incorporated by Salary and Allowances of Leaders of Opposition in
Parliament Act, 1977 . Hence Statement 3 is INCORRECT.
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87) Assertion (A): Fraternity cannot be divorced from Liberty and Equality.
Reason(R): Without fraternity, liberty and equality could not become a natural course of
things
(A) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A
(C) A is true, but R is false
(D) A is false, but R is true
Solution: a
Why?: NCERTs importance cannot be overemphasized [Question related to Philosophy behind
Indian Constitution]
Explanation:
” ….principles of liberty, equality and fraternity are not to be treated as separate items in
a trinity. They form a union of trinity in the sense that to divorce one from the other is to
defeat the very purpose of democracy. Liberty cannot be divorced from equality, equality cannot
be divorced from liberty. Nor can liberty and equality be divorced from fraternity. Without
equality, liberty would produce the supremacy of the few over the many. Equality without
liberty would kill individual initiative. Without fraternity, liberty and equality could not
become a natural course
Of things…”
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, CAD, Vol. XI, p.979, 25 November 1949
Source: NCERT-INDIAN CONSTITUTION AT WORK-Chapter-1
88) Which of the following are CORRECT ?
1. Quorum-the minimum number to transact any business, is prescribed in the Indian
Constitution.
2. The institution of Speaker and Deputy Speaker has originated under the provisions of
the Government of India Act, 1919.
3. The Representatives of each Union Territory in the Rajya Sabha are indirectly elected
by members of an electoral college specially constituted for the purpose.
a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) All

Solution: d
Why?:Important Articles+UPSC questions on Office of Speaker, Rajya Sabha membership
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(B) Both A and R are true, but R is not a correct explanation of A

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Explanation:
Statement 1: Article 100(3)– Until Parliament by law otherwise provides, the quorum to
constitute a meeting of either House of Parliament shall be one tenth of the total number of
members of the House.

Statement 2: The institutions of Speaker and Deputy Speaker originated in India in
1921 under the provisions of the Government of India Act of 1919 (Montague–
Chelmsford Reforms). At that time, the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker were called the
President and Deputy President respectively and the same nomenclature continued till 1
947.
Hence Statement 2 is CORRECT.
Statement 3: The representatives of each union territory in the Rajya Sabha are
indirectly elected by members of an electroral college specially constituted for the
purpose. This election is also held in accordance with the system of proportional
representation by means of the single transferable vote. Out of the seven union territories,
only two (Delhi and Puducherry) have representation in Rajya Sabha.
Hence Statement 3 is CORRECT
Source: Indian Polity-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter22
89) Which of the following are Correct with regard to the Rule 377 related to Lok Sabha
proceedings?
1. Matters which cannot be raised under the Rules relating to questions, short notice
questions, calling attention, motions, etc. can be raised under Rule 377.
2. Presently 30 MPs are permitted to raise matters under Rule 377 per day.
3. Matters are selected based on party strength.
a) 1 and 3 only

b) 1 and 2 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) 1 only

Solution: b
Why?: Rule 377 is often in news and has greater significance in the proceedings of Lok Sabha.
Explanation:
Statement 1: After the laying of papers, matters which cannot be raised under the Rules relating
to questions, short notice questions, calling attention, motions, etc. can be raised under Rule 377.
MPs may raise issues under this Rule with the consent of the Speaker. Notice needs to be given
before 10 am on the day of the sitting and the text of the notice cannot exceed 250 words.
Hence Statement 1 is CORRECT.
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Hence Statement 1 is CORRECT.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Statement 2: Presently 20 MPs are permitted to raise matters under Rule 377 per day. Hence
Statement 2 is INCORRECT.
Statement 3: Matters are selected based on party strength. Hence Statement 3 is CORRECT

90) In accordance with which of the following , the President generally appoints the leader
of the majority party in the Lok Sabha as the Prime Minister?
a) Representation of People Act, 1951

b) Article 75 of the Indian Constitution

c) Conventions of the Parliamentary System

d) Rules of Lok Sabha.

Solution: c
Why? UPSC 2013, 2015-Question on Parliamentary government+ Distinction between
conventions, rules, Acts and Constitutional provisions.
Explanation: The Constitution does not contain any specific procedure for the selecti
on and appointment of the Prime Minister. Article 75 says only that the Prime Minist
er shall be appointed by the president. However, this does not imply that the preside
nt is free to appoint any one as the Prime Minister. In accordance with the conventio
ns of the parliamentary system of government, the President has to appoint the lead
er of the majority party in the Lok Sabha as the Prime Minister.
Source: Indian Polity-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter 19
91) A Bill pending in parliament shall not lapse by reason of the prorogation of the House. It is
because of which of the following?
a) Rule 336 of the Lok Sabha

b) Article 107(3)

c) Article 100(3)

d) None of the above. It is just a Convention.

Solution: b
Why?:UPSC 2016 question on lapse of bills on Prorogation
Explanation:
Option
A: Under Rule 336 of the Lok Sabha, a motion, resolution or an amendment, which has
been moved and is pending in the House, shall not lapse by reason only of the prorogation
of the House. Hence option A is INCORRECT
Option C: Article 100(3)– Until Parliament by law otherwise provides, the quorum to
constitute a meeting of either House of Parliament shall be one tenth of the total number of
members of the House. Hence option C is INCORRECT.
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Reference:http://www.prsindia.org/administrator/uploads/general/1408616558_Primer%2
0on%20Parliamentary%20Procedures.pdf

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Option B:Under Article 107 (3) of the Constitution, a bill pending in Parliament shall not
lapse by reason of the prorogation of the Houses. Hence option B is CORRECT.
Source: Indian Polity-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter 22

A. 10 days and Representation of People Act, 1951
B. 14 days and Representation of People Act, 1951
C. 14 days and Rules made by the President
D. 10 days and Rules made by the Parliament
Solution: c
Why?: UPSC has the tendency of framing questions from what we observe commonly during
elections and immediately after it by relating them to the subject. We can also enjoy such
learning. The foot notes provided by Laxmi Kanth book provide some valuable insights to
understand the things happening in Contemporary polity.
Explanation:
A person cannot be a member of both the Parliament and the state legislature at
the same time. If a person is so elected, his seat in Parliament becomes vacant if he
does not resign his seat in the state legislature within 14 days, according to the Prohibition
of Simultaneous Membership Rules (1950) made by the President.
Source: Indian Polity-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter22
93) Assertion (A): The form of oath of office and secrecy for the Prime Minister is different from
other Union ministers
Reason(R): The resignation of an incumbent Prime Minister automatically dissolves the council
of ministers while the resignation of other Union minister merely creates a vacancy.
(A) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A
(B) Both A and R are true, but R is not a correct explanation of A
(C) A is true, but R is false
(D) A is false, but R is true
Solution: d
Why?: [UPSC-1997- Which of the following is not explicitly stated but followed as convention?;
UPSC 1996-Correct Statements about Prime Minister etc.]
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92) If a person gets elected to both the Parliament and the State Legislature at the Same time,
his seat in Parliament becomes vacant if he does not resign his seat in the State Legislature with
in ‘X’ days -as stipulated by ‘Y’. X and Y are respectively

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
Explanation:
Assertion: The form of oath of office and secrecy for the Prime Minister is similar to that for any
Union minister. Hence it is FALSE.

Source: Indian Polity-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter19
94) Which of the following Articles of the Constitution can be termed the essence of
Parliamentary system of government?
(A) Articles 74 and 75

(B) Articles 77 and 78

(C) Articles 78 and 88

(D) Articles 110 and 112

Solution: a
Why?:UPSC 2013,2015-Question on Parliamentary government+ Important Articles.
Explanation: The principles of parliamentary system of government are not detailed in t
he Constitution, but two Articles (74 and 75) deal with them in a broad, sketchy and ge
neral
manner.
Article
74
deals
with
the
status
of
the
council
of ministers while Article 75 deals with the appointment, tenure, responsibility, qualificat
ion, oath and salaries and allowances of the ministers. Hence Option A is CORRECT.
Other Options:Article 77-Conduct of Business of the Government of India
Article 78-Duties of Prime Minister
Article 88-Rights of Minister as Respects the Houses
Article 110-Definition of Money Bill
Article 112-Annual Financial Statement (Budget)
Source: Indian Polity-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter20
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Reason: Since the Prime Minister stands at the head of the council of ministers, the other
ministers cannot function when the Prime Minister resigns or dies. In other words, the
resignation or death of an incumbent Prime Minister automatically dissolves the council
of ministers and thereby generates a vacuum. The resignation or death of any other
minister, on the other hand, merely creates a vacancy which the Prime Minister may or
may not like to fill. Hence it is TRUE.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
95) Which of the following are CORRECT?
1. Unlike
in
Britain,
In
India
there
is
no
provision
Constitution for the system of legal responsibility of a minister.

in

the

3. Council of Ministers size and classification are mentioned in the Articles 74 and 75
a) 1 and 2 only

b) 3 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d) 1 only

Solution: d
Why?: Comparative study to gain clarity + Necessary to know which are just mentioned but not
defined, explicitly defined + UPSC questions on Comparison between India, USA and UK Political
systems
Explanation:
Statement 1: In Britain, every order of the King for any public act is countersigned by a
minister. If the order is in violation of any law, the minister would be held responsible
and would be liable in the court. The legally accepted phrase in Britain is, “The king can
do no wrong.” Hence, he cannot be sued in any court. In India, on the other hand, there
is no provision in the Constitution for the system of legal responsibility of a minister. It is
not required that an order of the President for a public act should be countersigned by
a minister. Moreover, the courts are barred from enquiring into the nature of advice
rendered by the ministers to the president. Hence Statement 1 is CORRECT.
Statement 2: It was inserted in Article 352 of the Constitution in 1978 by the 44th Constitutional
Amendment Act. Thus, it did not find a place in the original text of the Constitution. Now
also, Article 352 only defines the cabinet saying that it is ‘the council consisting of the
prime minister and other ministers of cabinet rank appointed under Article 75’ and does
not describe its powers and functions. Hence statement 2 is INCORRECT
Statement 3: Council of Ministers is a constitutional body, dealt in detail by the Articles 74 and
75 of the Constitution. Its size and classification are, however, not mentioned in the
Constitution. Its size is determined by the prime minister according to the exigencies of the time
and requirements of the situation. Its classification into a three-tier body is based on the
conventions of parliamentary government as developed in Britain. It has, however, got a
legislative sanction. Thus, the Salaries and Allowances Act of 1952 defines a ‘minister’ as a
‘member of the council of ministers, by whatever name called, and includes a
deputy minister’. Hence Statement 3 is INCORRECT.
Source: Indian Polity-5th Edition-M Laxmikanth-Chapter20
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2. The term “Cabinet” has been introduced but not defined in the Constitution through the
44th Constitutional amendment.

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
96) With reference to the Article 35A of the Indian Constitution, consider the following
statements:
1. It was incorporated into the Constitution by an order of the First President of India

3. This Article gives special powers to Jammu and Kashmir Legislature
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 Only

b) 1 and 3 Only

c) 2 and 3 Only

d) 1,2 and 3

Solution: d
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/31/insights-daily-current-affairs-31-october2017/
Article 35A is a provision incorporated in the Constitution giving the Jammu and Kashmir
Legislature a carte blanche to decide who all are ‘permanent residents’ of the State and confer
on them special rights and privileges in public sector jobs, acquisition of property in the State,
scholarships and other public aid and welfare. The provision mandates that no act of the
legislature coming under it can be challenged for violating the Constitution or any other law of
the land.
Article 35A was incorporated into the Constitution in 1954 by an order of the then President
Rajendra Prasad on the advice of the Jawaharlal Nehru Cabinet. The controversial Constitution
(Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order of 1954 followed the 1952 Delhi Agreement entered
into between Nehru and the then Prime Minister of Jammu and Kashmir Sheikh Abdullah, which
extended Indian citizenship to the ‘State subjects’ of Jammu and Kashmir.
The Presidential Order was issued under Article 370 (1) (d) of the Constitution. This provision
allows the President to make certain “exceptions and modifications” to the Constitution for the
benefit of ‘State subjects’ of Jammu and Kashmir.
Third statement, though vague, is correct because this Article indeed give J&K legislature
special powers compared to other states.
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2. Incorporation of the Article 35A involved bypassing of the parliamentary route of
lawmaking

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
97) With reference to the Constitution bench in the Indian judiciary, consider the following
statements:
1. It is the name given to the benches of the Supreme Court of India which consist of at
least five judges of the court
3. The basic structure doctrine verdict was delivered by a constitution bench of the
Supreme Court
4. These benches are set-up by the Supreme Court collegium
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2 and 3 Only
b) 1, 2 and 4 Only
c) 1 and 3 Only
d) 1,2, 3 and 4
Solution: a)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/31/insights-daily-current-affairs-31-october2017/

Constitution bench is the name given to the benches of the Supreme Court of India which consist
of at least five judges of the court which sit to decide any case “involving a substantial question
of law as to the interpretation” of the Constitution of India. This provision has been mandated
by Article 145 (3) of the Constitution of India.
The Chief Justice of India has the power to constitute a Constitution Bench and refer cases to
it. Constitution benches have decided many of India’s best-known and most important Supreme
Court cases, such as A.K. Gopalan v. State of Madras, Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (basic
structure doctrine) and Ashoka Kumar Thakur v. Union of India (OBC reservations) etc.
98) Recently, India sent its maiden shipment of wheat from India’s western seaport of Kandla to
Afghanistan. Which of the following geographical regions were involved in this transit?
1. Chabahar
2. Zahedan
3. Zaranj
Select the correct answer using codes below:
a) 1 and 2 Only

b) 2 and 3 Only

c) 1 and 3 Only

d) 1,2 and 3

Solution: d)
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2. Setting up of these benches is mandated by the Constitution of India

Insights IAS | InsightsonIndia
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/30/97917/
The Chabahar-Zahedan-Zaranj corridor was used to transit wheat from India.

99) The parasite Leishmania donovani causes
a) Black fever
b) Yellow fever
c) Elephantiasis
d) None of the above
Solution: a)
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/28/insights-daily-current-affairs-28-october2017/
Leishmania donovani is a species of intracellular parasites belonging to the genus Leishmania, a
group of haemoflagellate kinetoplastids that cause the disease leishmaniasis. It is a human blood
parasite responsible for visceral leishmaniasis or kala-azar, the most severe form of
leishmaniasis.
Black fever is also known as kala azar.
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http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-ships-wheat-to-afghanistan-viachabahar/article19945498.ece

