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General Studies-1; Topic: Poverty and developmental issues; Social empowerment; Salient 
features of Indian society 
 

Seeking Creamy Layer for SC / ST 
 

1) Introduction 

 The Supreme Court will hear a petition to exclude the creamy layer, of the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes from the benefits of reservation. 

 This is the first time a petition has been filed urging the Supreme Court to introduce the creamy 
layer concept for the SCs/STs. 
 

2) Reserved Classes and Castes 

 The reserved classes and castes of India have a long history of discrimination.  

 But, over time the classes and these castes have evolved.  

 The constitution created these categories to allow the uniform distribution of wealth and 
development to all members of the Indian community.  

 Certain members of these castes were able to gain access to wealth and progress.  

 But once they achieved the financial status, they didn’t make way for the rest of the community. 
 

3) Arguments Seeking Creamy Layer 

 No class or caste remained homogeneously backward across time. 

 Rich among the SCs/STs are taking away the benefits, while leaving behind the deserving and 
impoverished ones. 

  95% members of these communities are at disadvantage. 

 The benefits of the reservation policy and the benefit of Government Schemes are not percolating 
down to the people who are in actual need of them. 

 This is perpetuating the problem of rich-poor divide. 

 Supreme Court in Nagraj vs Union of India case ruled that the people belonging for SC &ST should 
be classified into groups and the creamy layer should be excluded from reservation. 

 Once an individual has enjoyed the benefits of reservation he should give way for the next socially 
downtrodden people in his group. 

 Studies such as the Lokur Committee had shown that the benefits were not percolating down to 
genuine beneficiaries. 

  Article 14, 15 and 16 ensure fundamental right of equality and social justice to all citizens, including 
protection of the actual backward and deprived within the SC/STs. 

 The intention of the framers of the Constitution ensures that benefits percolate to the right 
persons. 
 

4) Background 

 In 1992, in the Indra Sawhney case, or the Mandal case the SC upheld the caste-based reservation 
for the OBCs as valid.  

 The court also said the creamy layer of the OBCs should not get the benefits of reservation.  

 It confined the exclusion of the creamy layer to the OBCs and not the SCs/STs.  
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5) International Practice 

 Advanced and the developed countries like U.S.A. have constitutional affirmative action for fringe 
groups and racial minorities of their nation. 
 

6) Arguments against Creamy Layer 

 Categorisation of SC & ST into creamy and non creamy layers is taking away the hard fought rights 
of these groups. 

 The provisions for reservations for SC/ST are not for their economical benefits but for their social 
upliftment. 

 Thus, SC/ST reservations are applicable irrespective of the financial status of the beneficiaries. 

 Financial stability doesn’t always translate to social stability. 
 

7) Concerns / Challenges 

 Lack of percolation of benefits to the poor and really backward among these communities has led 
to social unrest, Naxalite movement and poverty. 

 The privileged among the community do not shun the benefits even after inter-caste marriages. 
 

8) Way Forward 

 The creamy layer of SC&ST community should take up the responsibility to help the backward 
section join the main-stream of the society, and work for their true development in a peaceful 
manner. 

 Improve the the basic standards of the SC and ST. 

 Voluntary giving up of Reservation for the cause of poorer section of the group —Eg. Son of a Dalit 
doctor, Dalit Politician, Dalit Businessmen must give way the reserved space for the son of a Dalit 
landless labourer, or son of an urban wage earner. 

 India could learn from the experiences of Malaysian model of economic empowerment and South 
African policy for Blacks. 

 It is now for the court to decide for rooting out social and economic backwardness. 
 
 


