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General Studies Paper - I

Topic: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,
significant provisions and basic structure

Q) The judgement delivered by the Supreme Court in August 2016 in the case
of Anita Thakur and Ors v Government of J&K and Ors 2007 is likely to be a
landmark in constitutional actions against the state in the context of the right to
protest and corresponding limits on state action. Discuss. (150 Words)

EPW
Introduction:

= In 2016 in Anita Thakur and Ors v Government of J&K and Ors, the Supreme Court granted compensation to the
victims of disproportionate police (state) action in quelling an unlawful assembly, for violation of the
fundamental right to speech and expression under Article 19 of the Constitution.

Significance
1. Right to protest

o Onissues of law, the court traced the protestors’ right to protest from Article 19(1)(a), (b), (c) and (d), which
respectively confer on Indian citizens the right to freedom of speech, to assemble peaceably and without
arms, form associations or unions, and move freely throughout the territory of India.

o All of these freedoms culminate in the expression of grievances through peaceful protest marches

2. Restrictions under the ambit of laws

o However, with rights come duties and restrictions, and most of these rights are subject to restrictions of
public order, the sovereignty and integrity of India, and security of the state, which have to be reasonable
and “in the interests of” the aforementioned grounds of restrictions.

o Court traced the legal authority that allows the state to enforce these reasonable restrictions to the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) 1860 and the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) 1973, where the substantive and
procedural authorisation is stipulated.

o While Section 141 of the IPC deals with unlawful assembly, also covering public rallies that turn violent and
unruly, Section 268 of the IPC defines “public nuisance” as any act “which must necessarily cause injury,
obstruction, danger or annoyance to persons who may have occasion to use any public right.”

o The CrPC authorises an executive magistrate to prohibit the repetition or continuation of public nuisance,
and also permits the issuance of directions to prevent any obstruction, annoyance or injury to any person
lawfully employed, or prevent any danger to human life, health or safety, or a disturbance of public
tranquility, or a riot, of an affray.

o Inother words, force can be used, but only to the extent it is reasonable.

o In the end, the Court, furthering the freedom of speech and expression, has categorically delivered the
message that no amount of public concern can blind the adjudicating authority into allowing the executive
to compromise indiscriminately the quality and efficacy of the fundamental rights granted to the citizens
of this nation, which the Court is mandated to protect.

o While the protestors had triggered the incident by taking the first step in disturbing the peace, the police
had also exceeded their mandate and used excessive force even after they had controlled the group of
protestors.

o Any irresponsible exercise of the power to restrict the rights of free speech and expression by the state
would attract legal consequences and not mere censure.

3. Compensation in case of contravention

o Hence, to the extent that the fundamental right of the petitioners was compromised by police excesses, in
exercise of its power under Article 32 of the Constitution (right to constitutional remedy), the Court
awarded compensation to the petitioners.
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Q) Analyse the nature and significance of Supreme Court’s recent judgements
related to issues of fundamental rights, the status of the individual, and the idea of
democracy. (250 Words)

The Wire

Individual autonomy and fundamental rights

1.

Judgment on triple talaq

In Shayara Bano vs Union of India, popularly known as the “triple talaq case”, the court came perilously
close to completely submerging individual rights within community claims.

Two judges out of five held that personal law systems (inherently unequal and discriminatory towards
women) were protected by Article 25(1)’s near-absolute guarantee of the freedom of religion.

Its impact on future constitutional cases involving religious claims remains to be seen.

Judgment on privacy

The nine-judge bench’s decision in K.S. Puttaswamy vs Union of India, where the court unanimously held
that the constitution protects the fundamental right to privacy.

The judges articulated a concrete vision of the relationship between the individual and the state: a
relationship in which the individual rights to dignity, to autonomy, and to liberty, were paramount, and the
fundamental value of privacy — whether it was the privacy of the home and other spaces, the privacy of
personal information, or the privacy of intimate decision-making — was in how it protected, promoted and
fulfilled individual autonomy and dignity.

Democracy

1.

Judgment on use of identity in politics

In Abhiram Singh vs C.D. Commachen, a majority of four judges ruled that the Representation of the People
Act prohibited any kind of appeal to caste, community, language, and religion during an election campaign.
They based their holding on the view that these markers of identity were inherently divisive, and impeded
the formation of the universal citizenhood that was so important to democracy.

Three judges, however, dissented, noting that electoral politics was a stage where historical discrimination
— that had always been identity-based — could be addressed and remedied, and that the only feasible way
of doing this was by appealing to identity.

Judgment on ordinance power

In Krishna Kumar vs State of Bihar, the court significantly narrowed the power of the executive to pass
ordinances.

Not only did it hold that ordinances would be subject to judicial review (albeit to a limited extent), it also held
that, subject to a very narrow class of exceptions, acts done through the duration of the ordinance would
also lapse if the ordinance lapsed. In doing so, the court set aside two previous decisions that had equated
ordinances to “temporary laws”, and had therefore held that acts done during the course of an ordinance
would continue to have effect even after the ordinance itself was allowed to lapse.

While ordinances had been a regular tool of governance under the colonial regime, their utility in a
democratic society had to be severely curtailed and regulated — ordinances were, at best, a subordinate form
of lawmaking, necessitated in emergencies, but under no circumstances could they supplant parliamentary
legislation.

Judgment on power conflict between elected and nominated in UT

In NCT of Delhi vs Union of India, which concerned the distribution of powers between the elected Delhi
government and the Lieutenant-Governor.

The post of the LG is another colonial holdover, from a time when people were subjects instead of citizens,
and territories were to be “administered” instead of governed.

The constitution is dotted with such colonial holdovers, and Article 239AA, which laid out Delhi’s legislative
and executive arrangements, reflected this tension.

www.insightsonindia.com 8 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/29/2-analyse-nature-significance-supreme-courts-recent-judgements-related-issues-fundamental-rights-status-individual-idea-democracy/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/29/2-analyse-nature-significance-supreme-courts-recent-judgements-related-issues-fundamental-rights-status-individual-idea-democracy/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/29/2-analyse-nature-significance-supreme-courts-recent-judgements-related-issues-fundamental-rights-status-individual-idea-democracy/
https://thewire.in/208516/2017-rocky-year-constitution-supreme-court/

Topic: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and
institutions.

Q) The latest constitutional amendment to the Goods and Services Tax allows the
GST Council to establish a dispute resolution mechanism that overlaps with the
original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. Examine the implications of this
amendment. (150 Words)

EPW

= GST Council is a new body created under Article 279A of the amendment; members include the union finance
minister, the union minister of state for finance/revenue, and the finance ministers of each state (including
union territories).

= Articles 269A and 279A(4) confer the GST Council with the power to make recommendations on several issues
like the apportionment of revenue from interstate trade, taxes to be subsumed, exempted goods and services,
model GST laws, etc.

Article 131 vs GST Council

= The GST Council has the power to adjudicate intergovernmental disputes inter se states, between states and the
centre, or between the centre and a few states versus the remaining states. These powers of the GST Council
are worded similarly to Article 131—which deals with the original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court.

Article 131

e Article 131 is used only when there is an intergovernmental dispute in the context of the constitutional
relationship that exists between governments and the legal rights flowing therefrom (Government of
National Capital Territory of Delhi and Ors v Union of India, 2016).

e The original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court under Article 131 may be invoked only after satisfying certain
preconditions incorporated into it—the first is that the disputants must be state(s) and the union, and
second, the dispute must pertain to a legal right.

e Qver the years, the Supreme Court has reaffirmed the position that when a state, as party to a litigation,
affirms a legal right of its own which the Government of India has denied, or is interested in denying, Article
131 exists to provide constitutional solace (State of Rajasthan v Union of India 1977).

e The same intergovernmental disputes over which the Supreme Court has original jurisdiction under Article
131 appear in the text of Article 279A.

GST: A Legal or Political Question?

= During the debate on the dispute resolution provisions of the GST Act, the opposition demanded that a specific
forum like the GST Dispute Settlement Authority, manned by retired judges, should resolve GST-related
disputes.

= The finance minister opined that if dispute settlement is left to a judicial body, it would mean that the power of
taxation is subject to the control of the judiciary; he added that tax disputes under GST are political issues that
need political solutions.

= Thus, this raises the question as to whether a dispute on taxation under GST is a political issue, and this will decide
the veracity of the finance minister’s statement.

= The Supreme Court has reiterated that a dispute with political characteristics is not outside the jurisdiction of
the Court if it raises issues of constitutional determination (State of Rajasthan v Union of India 1977)

= The power to impose taxes is a constitutional right granted under Article 246A, which empowers the union and
states to make laws pertaining to levying GST; any dispute over the exercise of this power is likely to be a legal
question.

Judicial Review and Fiscal Autonomy

= If the states or the centre are aggrieved by any decision of any mechanism of the GST Council, they can move
the Supreme Court or high courts to have it overturned.
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The possibility of judicial overruling decisions made by dispute resolution mechanisms questions the fiscal
sovereignty of the legislature.

And a s power of judicial review over legislative action vested in the High Courts under Article 226 and in the
Supreme Court under Article 32 of the Constitution is an integral and essential feature of the Constitution,
constituting part of its basic structure. (L Chandra Kumar v Union of India 1997)

Conclusion

The most important limitation of any mechanism established by the GST Council will be its inability to declare
any legislation that violates the harmonious structure of GST as unconstitutional or ultra vires the Constitution,
or strike out such statutes.

If the GST Council constitutes an ad hoc arbitral tribunal or panel of experts, they cannot question the vires of
any legislation passed by state or central governments.

The decision in the L Chandra Kumar case would have helped if the GST Council had established a dispute
resolution mechanism under Articles 323A or 323B

Topic: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges
pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and
challenges therein

Q) The case for holding simultaneous elections in the diverse, federal Indian polity
is weak. Comment. (150 Words)

The Hindu

1.

Voter behaviour
e Simultaneous elections do have an impact on voter behaviour as empiical data suggests.
e Voters tend to chose the same political party for both State and Centre.
e When elections were held even six months apart, less voters chose the same political party.
e Most Indian voters tend to choose the same party when elections are held simultaneously to both Centre
and State, with the relationship diminishing as elections are held farther away.
o The issues of local interest will be subsumed under the national politics, which is not an ideal situation given
the diverse nature of problems at the ground level.
Political autonomy
e Further, simultaneous elections impinge on the political autonomy of States.
o Today, any elected State government can choose to dissolve its Assembly and call for fresh elections.
o If elections are to be held simultaneously, States will have to give up this power and wait for a national
election schedule.
e There can be legitimate reasons for State governments to dissolve their Assemblies and call for fresh
elections.
e Under a simultaneous elections regime, the State will be beholden to the Union government for elections to
its State, which goes against the very grain of political autonomy under our federal structure.

Q) Should state governments have the power to enact their own data protection
laws? Substantiate. (250 Words)

The Wire

Determining which list should contain a particular subject

None of the entries in the schedule specifically mention the subject matter of data protection. This does not
automatically mean that it falls within the residuary subject matter

Courts use the test of “pith and substance” to identify the essence of a legislation and identify which of the
entries in the three lists best covers the issue.
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This doctrine was recognised by the Supreme Court in its early days in the case of The State of Bombay and
Another vs F.N. Balsara where the court had to decide on whether the Bombay Prohibition Act was within the
ambit of List | or List Il.

The ‘pith and substance’ of a data protection law

The “pith and substance” of a data protection law is a slightly complicated issue because such a law deals with
records which are an intrinsic part of every aspect of governance and administration. There are, however, a few
parliamentary legislations which deal exclusively with data and information held by the government and those
can serve as a starting point for the discussion.

The pith and substance of a data protection law, in the context of the state, is basically the right to regulate access
to state records.

Reasons for allowing states to make data protection laws

1.

Regulation of public data under the state control

o When it comes to records maintained by the state government in context of state taxes, financial records,
state services governed by state laws, employment records of state employees, land records, educational
records and lower court records, a data protection law can be enacted only by the state legislature and not
the parliament.

2. Regualtion of private data of sectors in the state list

o The next question to be examined is that of data protection for the private sector.

o The question of a central or state law will again depend on which legislature can regulate that particular
sector under Schedule VII.

o So, for example, Entry 31 of List | covers, “post, telephone, telegraph, wireless, broadcast” etc. This
clearly means that the parliament will have the right to enact a data protection law for the telecom and
internet sector regulating how that data may be accessed or used.

o Same goes for Aadhaar, which is a centrally-funded project.

o However, for other sectors like hospitals, hotels, casinos which fall under List 1, where only the state
legislature enacts legislation creating the public/private record, it is only the state legislature that can enact
a data protection law.

o The pith and substance in these cases is regulation of those sectors and transparency or secrecy of those
records goes to the core of regulating any particular sector.

o Any other outcome will lead to a rather strange scenario where states can regulate certain sectors without
having the power to define the transparency of those sectors.

3. Decentralisation of information for policy formulation needed

4.

o This may become a prickly issue between the Centre and the states in light of the State Resident Data Hubs
(SRDHs) that will be a goldmine of data for state governments from a financial perspective as well as a
surveillance perspective.

o These hubs will contain data of all beneficiaries of various government schemes and as the system is
populated with more data, it will become a critical tool of governance.

o Allowing states to retain control over the SRDHs will help to prevent this concentration of information.

International experience

o Other countries with a federal scheme of governance follow a similar template for data regulation.

o Germany, for example, has different data regulation laws at the federal and provincial level.

o The same is true for the US, where the Privacy Act, 1974 regulates only the federal government’s records,
while different states have their own privacy laws based on either common law or state constitutions.
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Q) What does recent 2G ‘scam’ verdict by the special CBI court reveal about
functioning of CAG? Critically comment. (150 Words)

Livemint
Introduction:

= Article 148 provides for the institution of CAG. He is the guardian of the public purse and controls the entire
financial system of the country at both the levels—the Centre and the state. His duty is to uphold the Constitution
of India and laws of Parliament in the field of financial administration.

= This is the reason why Dr B R Ambedkar said that the CAG shall be the most important Officer under the
Constitution of India. He is one of the bulwarks of the democratic system of government in India; the others
being the Supreme Court, the Election Commission and the Union Public Service Commission

= The catalyst and subsequent leitmotif of the 2G scam was Rs1.76 trillion—the CAG’s estimate of the notional
loss to the exchequer in the allocation of 2G licences. This was a dubious figure based on dubious assumptions
such as the use of 3G spectrum bids as a benchmark.

= In 2012, representatives of the supreme audit institutions of the US, Australia, Canada, Denmark and the
Netherlands conducted a peer review of the CAG’s recent audits, International Peer Review Report on the
Performance Audit function of Comptroller and Auditor General of India. There are positives aplenty, but also
shortcomings. Among the latter was a lack of sufficient evidence in about half of the 35 audits considered.

Problems
1. Institutional overreach by interfering in policy question

» CAG began with a faulty premise: that the government’s guiding principle should have been revenue
maximization. Governance does not always move along such straight lines; there are occasions when other
imperatives such as public welfare take precedence.

» This overreach was born of institutional shortcomings. The question of where exactly the CAG fits into the
accountability framework of the Indian state has never really been answered adequately in practice.

» In the US and UK, for instance, legislation establishes corresponding audit bodies firmly as agents of the
legislative branch of government.

2. Pre-independence hangover

» The CAG is the successor to the pre-independence auditor general.

» Constitution made interim provisions rather than providing a final solution—understandable given the
ambiguities of governance in a fledgeling republic.

» As per the Constitution, the legislature would decide the CAG’s remit. Parliament finally established the
CAG’s duties only in 1971 with the Comptroller and Auditor-General’s (Duties, Powers and Conditions of
Service) Act.

3. Ambiguous relationship with Parliament

» The legacy of the decades of ambiguity is an uneasy working relationship between the CAG and
Parliament, the body it is answerable to.

> Parliament has been apathetic both in its oversight and in its usage of CAG reports.

» The CAG has responded by often appropriating an outsize role for itself.

Appleby’s criticism of CAG

Paul H Appleby, in his two reports on Indian Administration, was very critical of the role of CAG and attacked the
significance of his work. He also suggested that the CAG should be relieved of the responsibility of audit. In other
words, he recommended the abolition of the office of CAG. His points of criticism of Indian audit are as follows:

= The function of the CAG in India, is in a large measure, an inheritance from the colonial rule.

= The CAG is today a primary cause of widespread and paralysing unwillingness to decide and to act. Auditing has
a repressive and negative influence.

= The Parliament has a greatly exaggerated notion of the importance of auditing to Parliamentary responsibility,
and so has failed to define the functions of the CAG as the Constitution contemplated it would do.

www.insightsonindia.com 12 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/25/5-recent-2g-scam-verdict-special-cbi-court-reveal-functioning-cag-critically-comment/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/25/5-recent-2g-scam-verdict-special-cbi-court-reveal-functioning-cag-critically-comment/
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/DSyNIMn09gl5GLUDoLkclM/In-the-2G-debris-questions-for-the-CAG.html

= The CAG’s function is not really a very important one. Auditors do not know and cannot be expected to know
very much about good administration; their prestige is highest with others who do not know much about
administration.

= Auditors know what is auditing, which is not administration; it is a necessary, but a highly pedestrian function
with a narrow perspective and a very limited usefulness.

= A deputy secretary in the department knows more about the problems in his department than the CAG and his
entire staff

Conclusion
= These shortcomings have resulted in an occasionally adversarial approach.

= The peer review has noted that in a number of the audit reports it examined, the CAG could have been “more
balanced in content and tone. Such an approach could perhaps have produced a more reasonable report on the
2G licences.

= Butthe CAG is a vital component of the system of checks and balances in the Indian state and for all the good it
has done, the 2G case shows that it has some distance to go yet.

Q) It is said that to chalk out the future course of action in view of the disputes
regarding the use of Mahanadi river water, a well-rounded strategy that includes
both the people and policymakers is needed. Discuss the nature of Mahanadi river
dispute and strategy needed to resolve this dispute. (250 Words)

EPW
Introduction:
= The construction of the Kelo dam on Mahanadi was approved in 2009.

= The problem came about because a joint control board was not formed as per an interstate agreement between
Odisha and MP in 1983, when Chhattisgarh was a part of MP.

Nature of dispute
1. Feasibility of Hirakud dam will be impacted

e The construction of dams and barrages in the upper catchment area of the Mahanadi river gives rise to the
looming fear that the flow of water into the Hirakud dam will slow down and, consequently, a massive spat
between the states of Odisha and Chhattisgarh will ensue, with all its political overtones.

2. Potential ecological imbalance

e The ecological balance of the river has been gravely affected by the rapid industrialisation undertaken by
both states.

3. Dependence of people

e On the one hand, the Mahanadi is the means of survival for the people of Odisha. The government will not
be able to cater to the developmental needs of the state if the flow of water decreases.

e Onthe other hand, Chhattisgarh, which speeded up its developmental work after its separation from Madhya
Pradesh (MP), has a huge water requirement. Both states are now at loggerheads over their right to the
Mahanadi water.

Strategies needed to resolve the issue
1. Cooperative governance of Mahanadi basin

e The states should prepare a cooperative plan to meet irrigation demands and to drought-proof the river
basin.

e Instead of arguing about water utilisation, both governments should discuss the setting up of a Mahanadi
basin governance plan with mutually agreed upon terms and conditions.
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The haphazard planning of water extraction will increase drought, farmer suicides, aggravate flood
devastations, and increase disasters in the Bay of Bengal

Joint management of the river under a board or commission might even allow Odisha to find better water
storage facilities in Chhattisgarh and, consequently, control the downstream flooding in the monsoon season
and increase irrigation potential in the dry season.

At the moment, both the states are competing with each other and are treating the Mahanadi as a tradable
commodity and not as an ecological entity.

Make Mahanadi a comprehensive waterway

The Mahanadi river can also be an addition to the river projects undertaken by the union shipping ministry
for the navigation of small ships.

If the Mahanadi becomes a waterway, it will facilitate mineral transport and contribute immensely to making
Paradip a bigger port.

Therefore, the Odisha and Chhattisgarh governments should join hands to resolve the conflict in a peaceful
manner and make the Mahanadi a river of wealth for both states and not a “river of sorrow”.

Empower tribunal over courts

Proper adjudication of the dispute also necessitates that the state governments approach the central
government to set up a tribunal whose decisions will be final and binding on the parties.

Arbitration and negotiation should be considered as methods of conflict resolution .

A system of cooperative mechanisms or agreements that allows states to manage the river must be
established without going through court procedures, which is dilatory and expensive. Courts are generally
not well-equipped to decide on extremely complicated problems involving hydrology, economics,
engineering, and law.

People centred river network

A multi-stakeholder forum around the Hirakud dam is urgently required, which can facilitate communication
among people and help explore new pathways to a win—win solution, thereby minimising contention

A river network is of grave necessity, consisting of people and institutions from different fields, like
academicians, activists, farmers, river users, students, and other like-minded groups. Academia, civil society,
and intelligentsia all need to be involved to develop an interdisciplinary and holistic approach to dealing with
water.

Topic: Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers
& privileges and issues arising out of these.

Q) The anti-defection law works best as an insurance against violation of the people’s
mandate for a party, but it cannot be made a tool to stifle all dissent. Comment on
the statement and discuss the significance of the Tenth Schedule of the Indian
Constitution. (150 Words)

The Hindu

Introduction:

Tenth Schedule of the Constitution (which embodies the anti-defection law) is designed to prevent the evil or
mischief of political defections motivated by the lure of office or material benefits or other similar considerations.

It is intended to strengthen the fabric of Indian parliamentary democracy by curbing unprincipled and unethical
political defections.

It was passed by a unanimous vote by both the Houses of Parliament and hailed as ‘a proof, if any, of the maturity
and stability of Indian democracy’.

Significance of 10th schedule

1. Stable polity

It provides for greater stability in the body politic by checking the propensity of legislators to change parties.
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2. Ideological alignment of parties
e It facilitates democratic realignment of parties in the legislature by way of merger of parties.
3. Reduces horse trading
e It reduces corruption at the political level.
Criticism
= Though the anti-defection law been hailed as a bold step towards cleansing our political life and started as new

epoch in the political life of the country, it has revealed may lacunae in its operation and failed to prevent
defections in toto.

Does not differentiate between dissent and defection

= |t does not make a differentiation between dissent and defection. It curbs the legislator’s right to dissent and
freedom of conscience.

= Thus, ‘it clearly puts party bossism on a pedestral and sanctions tyranny of the party in the name of the party
discipline’
Way forward

1. Role of presiding officer should be reviewed

e Further, Rule 7(3) of the Members of Rajya Sabha (Disqualification on Grounds of Defection) Rules clearly
stipulates that a member against whom the petition has been made, has to forward his comments to the
chairman within seven days of the receipt of copy of the petition.

o Rules prescribed by the Rajya Sabha show that the Chairman is required either to proceed to determine
the question himself or refer it to the committee of privileges for a preliminary inquiry.

e But reference to the committee is contingent upon the Chairman satisfying himself that it is necessary or
expedient to do so; it is not mandatory.

e As a matter of fact, in several cases in the past, the Speaker of the Lok Sabha and the Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha, whenever “the circumstances of the case” so warranted, have “determined the question” themselves,
without referring it to the committee.

o The presiding should take the assistance of the privileges committee before deciding such cases.

2. Provisions to recognise dissent

e Suitable provisions should be inserted so that genuine dissent with the party “high command” is not
subverted through 10th schedule.
e Inavibrant democracy, such differing opinions within a party will only enhance the intra-party democracy.

Q) Comment on the Parliament’s ability to oversee macroeconomic challenges
facing the country today. (150 Words)

The Indian Express

Introduction:

Parliament uses two mechanisms for monitoring the national economy. The first is a debate in the House, the second
is through Parliamentary committees.

Challenges to Parliament’s ability
1. Declining time for debate

e Currently, there is limited debate in Parliament on macroeconomic and monetary policy issues.

e The subject is usually brought up during the debate on the Union budget, and over the years the duration of
budget discussions has been steadily decreasing.

e During Parliament’s first decade, the debate on the budget lasted for an average of 123 hours. In the last
decade, this number has come down to 40 hours.
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2. Quality of debate on economic issues low

e The other occasion when economic issues come up for discussion is when MPs are locking horns
debating rising prices in the country. During the last decade, it is a subject which forms part of Parliament’s
agenda almost every year.

e The debate on it remains inconclusive and follows a familiar pattern of ascribing blame and political rhetoric.

3. Parliamentary Committees’ limited scope

e Parliament has three finance committees — the Public Accounts, Estimates, and Public Undertakings
committee.

e These committees focus on holding specific government ministries accountable. They scrutinise the finances,
legislation, and working of ministries.

e Their mandate does not extend to scrutinising cross-cutting macroeconomic issues.

e For example, in the last 10 years, the governor and the deputy governors of RBI have testified at least 15
times before the committee on finance. Their testimony was always limited in scope since the committee
mostly examines policy issues and legislation being dealt with by the finance ministry.

Way forward

= Parliament requires a specialised committee concentrating on the broader economic issues facing the country
like Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO).

1. International lessons

o The US Congress has a committee of both Houses called the Joint Economic Committee. It reviews economic
conditions and recommends improvement in policy.

e The House of Lords in the UK has an Economic Affairs Committee. Its role is to consider economic affairs and
it is currently inquiring into the impact of Brexit on Britain’s labour market.

2. NCRC Recommendation

e In 2002, the national commission to review the functioning of the constitution recommended the setting up
of a Nodal Standing Committee on National Economy supported with adequate resources, which would
conduct an ongoing analysis of the national economy.

e It could invite the RBI Governor and other government functionaries like the chief economic adviser to testify
and enrich its proceedings. .

e It was of the opinion that the findings of this committee “would help both government and parliament in
orchestrating opinion on important policy issues for building a national consensus.”

Q) What are the objectives of the landmark anti-defection law of 1985? Examine on
what grounds and how members of Rajya Sabha are disqualified. (250 Words)

The Hindu
Anti defection law

= Under Tenth Scheduleto the Constitution, member of Parliament or the State legislature incurs
disqualification if he either voluntarily gives up the membership of the party or votes or abstains from voting
in his legislature, contrary to the direction (whip) of the party.

= The objective of the landmark anti-defection law of 1985 was to enhance the credibility of the country’s polity
by addressing rampant party-hopping by elected representatives for personal and political considerations.

= While this enactment brought about some order in the system, some politicians found ways of circumventing it
over the years.

Disqualification in Rajya Sabha

= In the present cases, that of Sharad Yadav and Ali Anwar Ansari, the allegation against the members was that
by indulging in anti-party activities they had “voluntarily” given up the membership of their party, namely the
JD(U).
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= According to aSupreme Courtjudgment, “voluntarily giving up the membership of the party” is not
synonymous with “resignation”.

= |t could be “implied” in participation of the member in anti-party activities.
Role of presiding officer

= Further, Rule 7(3) of the Members of Rajya Sabha (Disqualification on Grounds of Defection) Rules clearly
stipulates that a member against whom the petition has been made, has to forward his comments to the
chairman within seven days of the receipt of copy of the petition.

= Rules prescribed by the Rajya Sabha show that the Chairman is required either to proceed to determine the
question himself or refer it to the committee of privileges for a preliminary inquiry.

= But reference to the committee is contingent upon the Chairman satisfying himself that it is necessary or
expedient to do so; it is not mandatory.

= As a matter of fact, in several cases in the past, the Speaker of the Lok Sabha and the Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha, whenever “the circumstances of the case” so warranted, have “determined the question” themselves,
without referring it to the committee.

Conclusion

= The orders of the Chairman have established a benchmark, both in terms of speedy disposal (about three
months) as well as the quality of the decisions.

= VP made it clear that while dissent is a political right, it should be articulated appropriately without striking at
the roots of the functioning of the party-based democratic system.

Q) Creation of the National Advisory Council (NAC) was an unique initiative towards
democratising debates, bringing together government and movements, and
introduction of rights based legislations. Analyse. (250 Words)

The Indian Express

Creation of the National Advisory Council (NAC) was an unique initiative towards democratising debates, bringing
together government and movements, and introduction of rights based legislations. Analyse.

Introduction:

National Advisory Council (NAC) was a unique model of participatory democratic governance with following
features.

1. Democratising debate

o NAC filled the gap that existed between the political elite and the masses by giving space to the leaders of
masses.

2. Bringing together government and movements

e The social movements at the grassroots got space at the level of highest decision making, and thus the role
of pressure groups got a new dimension.

e Its mandate to confine itself to social sector promises and initiatives was a significant, deliberate decision.

e The contributions from social activists, rooted in contemporary realities, and robust consultations with
communities, lent rigour to the formulations.

3. Rights based legislations

e The year 2005 marks a watershed for social sector legislation.

e The RTI and NREGA — two pieces of legislation that have since their passage dominated the discourse on
governance and entitlements for the poor — were passed after rigorous debate and discussion, inside and
outside Parliament.

e These were followed by the enactment of many rights-based laws seeking to address basic needs of the
marginalised, strengthening their agency and empowerment.
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e Forest Rights Act, Right to Education Act, National Food Security Act, the amended Land Acquisition Act,
Domestic Violence Act, Street Vendors Act, Social Security Act, the amended SC/ST Atrocities Act.

Topic: Functioning of Supreme Court

Q) Critically examine why India’s higher judiciary has strongly resisted the RTI.
Also examine the consequences of such resistance. (150 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:

= The apex court summarily rejects RTI requests, and insists that applicants exclusively request information under
its administrative rules (Supreme Court Rules) framed in 1966, and re-issued with minor changes in 2014.

Supreme Court arguments against RTI
= Central Information Commissioner Shailesh Gandhi.

= In May 2011, appearing before the Commission, the Additional Registrar of the Court, Smita Sharma objected
only to the use of the RTI

1. Supreme Court Rules provide information
= She maintained that the Supreme Court Rules alone governed access to the information sought.
2. Rules are primary against RTI

= Claiming that the Rules were consistent with the RTI, she asked Mr. Gandhi to reinstate the primacy of
Supreme Court Rules over the RTI, in line with previous Central Information Commission (CIC) rulings.

CIC ruling, 2011 for RTI

= It was held that the Supreme Court Rules are inconsistent with the RTI Act, and that the Registry must respond
to applications within the RTI framework alone.

= Supreme Court Rules undermined the RTI.

a) No time frame
o Unlike the RTI Act, the Rules do not provide for: a time frame for furnishing information; an appeal
mechanism, and penalties for delays or wrongful refusal of information.
b) Discretion in providing information
o Rules also make disclosures to citizens contingent upon “good cause shown”.
o Insum, the Rules allowed the Registry to provide information at its unquestionable discretion, violating the
text and spirit of the RTI.

Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues
arising out of their design and implementation

Q) Can India have an uniform data protection law? Examine the challenges India
faces in drafting robust data protection law for its citizens. (250 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:

Fast progressive technology has put forward new set of challenges before world. Formulating a uniform data
protection law is one such challenge and developing countries are specially affected by it. The peculiar case of India
has following issues in uniform data protection law:

1. Imported technology

e India relies on many imported technologies which follow the standards of their origin countries and have
dissimilar rules for data protection.

e A digital economy — such as India’s — that relies overwhelmingly on imported technologies cannot be
levelled overnight to make way for a uniform data protection law.
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e For instance, more than 80% of Indian smartphone users today rely on Google’s Android operating system.
But the majority of those mobile devices are sold by Samsung, Xiaomi or Oppo

2. Localisation of data not feasible

e Major players are not only based abroad but also send data to overseas and thus beyond India’s jurisdiction
because of lack of infrastructure of data localization.

e Many of the world’s giant data centres are located in northern climes near water bodies, since they require
mild temperatures and enormous quantities of water to cool thousands of servers.

e India with its round-the-year warm climate and scarce natural resources, cannot really afford to divert
electricity and water to maintain data centres, besides huge physical security of the infrastructure created
hence.

3. Different belief systems may conflict of global common internet

e Data protection rules are embedded into technologies by software developers according to their beliefs,

culture, domestic law and organizational ethics which may not reflect India’s statutory considerations.
Way forward

India needs to recognise the known sources of vulnerability, conceive a logical and acceptable definitions of
“sensitive” data to all stakeholders and keeping in mind the data needs of technology development industry to
have local socio-economic specific data to develop better products.

The best way forward is to allow companies to pursue independent data protection policies but monitor their
enforcement through a national, multi-stakeholder agency.

The rule of law demands that we recognize that there are different stakeholders and they shall be treated
differently to uphold the principle of equality.

Q) Is moving to paper ballots instead of electronic voting machines in elections a
good idea? Analyse. (150 Words)

The Hindu

Introduction:

There are recent allegations by opposition parties related to tempering of EVMs in some assembly and municipal
elections started new debate around use of EVMs in election and moving back to use of ballot paper. Complaints about
EVMs are neither new nor unique to India. They abound in the West, too. There is requirement to address such
concern.

But such decisions of using ballots have often been driven by sentiment rather than a careful weighing of evidence.

Some disadvantages of using ballot papers in election

1.
2
3
4.
5

6.

No scope for automation so increases manual work

Counting takes very long time compared to EVMs

Paper may get damaged in ballots, so impossible to retrieve votes
Costlier to environment also due to use of paper

Cost of expenditure is higher compared to EVM

Easy to insert bogus paper votes in ballots by corrupt officials

Advantages of using EVMs instead of ballot paper:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

More efficiency in electoral process as less time consuming

Analysis shows that introduction of EVMs led to a sizeable decline in electoral frauds

It led to greater participation of women and of voters belonging to scheduled castes and tribes
The design of the machines makes booth-capture difficult

They run on an ordinary 6-volt alkaline battery, therefore, can be used in areas without power connections.
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6. They reduced the cost of conducting elections as the ECI could avoid printing of millions of ballots

7. Unpleasant and illegal procedures can be minimised while using the EVMs. Since only 5 votes can be cast in a
minute

Way forward

Since trust of people in electoral procedure is backbone of our democracy, so use of ballots instead of EVMs is not the
solution, instead EC should take the steps necessary steps to address the concerns. Use of VVPAT and increased
protection of EVM would be such positive steps in this direction.

Q) Sold as a concept to plug leakages in welfare schemes, Aadhaar is now creating
more problems than what it had set out to resolve. Critically analyse. (250 Words)

Down to Earth
Aadhar to plug leakages

= In 2010, when the first Aadhaar was issued, the then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said that the
economically and socially backward people will be the biggest beneficiaries, who, till then, couldn’t avail the
benefits of government welfare schemes due to lack of identity proof.

= The founding premise of Aadhaar was to recognise the exact beneficiary of government subsidies and weed
out duplicates and forgeries. But enrolling for Aadhaar was an individual’s choice.

= Today 12-digit unique identity number has created unique problems by making it a must-have for almost every
facility a citizen wants to avail, irrespective of his or her social and economic status.

Problems
1. Accessing services through mandatory Aadhar

e In March 2014, Supreme Court said Aadhaar was not mandatory to avail social welfare schemes.

e Butin August 2015, it agreed to make Aadhaar mandatory for cooking gas subsidy.

e Laterin October that year, it also allowed the use of Aadhaar for Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMIJDY), the Employees’
Provident Fund scheme and pensions by central and state governments.

e The same confusion prevailed over making Aadhaar-PAN linkage mandatory for filing income tax.

2. Aadhar Bill introduced as money bill to avert debate

e On March, 2016, the government presented Aadhaar (Delivery of Benefits, Subsidies and Services) Bill as a
money bill to avoid voting in the Rajya Sabha.

e It also introduced last-minute amendments to the Bill to make Aadhaar mandatory.

e The upper house recommended a provision, wherein, if an individual chooses not to enroll for Aadhaar, he
should be offered “alternate and viable means of identification” for delivery of subsidy and other benefits.
The Bill, however, was passed with-out considering the recommendation.

3. Not foolproof

e Many poor people have been excluded from dicrepencies that occur one time or another in Aadhar
database.

4. Privacy issue

e Most developed countries have already dropped the idea of having Aadhaar-like identification system to
protect people’s privacy.

e Even the US, one of the first countries in the world to have a national identification number for its
citizens, does not collect fingerprints or scan iris to create social security number (SSN)

e Unlike India, the US has a privacy law that makes it unlawful for government agencies to deny benefits just
because the individual refuses to disclose his SSN.
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5. Various oganisations are reluctant

e No office is willing to link all this information with the Centralised Data and Information System. That
destroys their power.

Q) The twin combination of “bail-in” clause of the Financial Resolution and Deposit
Insurance Bill (FRDI) and the aggressive move towards cashless economy pose a
larger threat to the deposits of ordinary citizens. Discuss. (250 Words)

The Hindu
Why bail in introduced?

= The biggest challenge for a government launching a “bail-in” attack on deposits is that depositors can promptly
withdraw their money from the bank by demanding cash.

= Such an event can lead to severe bank runs and destabilise the banking system because bank deposits are only
fractionally backed by actual cash.

Impact of cashless economy

1. Stability of banks

o Such rapid withdrawal of cash deposits, however, may slowly cease to be an option for depositors as the
world increasingly turns away from cash and towards digital money.

o When all, or even a predominant share, of money in the world is digital, there is no question of banks having
to meet depositors’ demand for cash.

o So a cashless world will, once and for all, free banks from the obligation to meet cash demands from
depositors, thus protecting them from any liquidity crisis.

2. Tax on depositors

o More importantly, it would also strip depositors of the power to withdraw their deposits in the form of cash

to escape any tax or other forms of confiscation by the government.
3. Easy credit and thus depositors money at risk

o Banks have been a major source of funding for governments and their economies across the world.

o Most of such lending happens through loans which are not backed by savings but instead through fresh
money creation, which in turn leads to economic crises and bank runs led by depositors.

o Acashless world, on the other hand, makes it easier for banks to carry out their business of credit
creation without the risk of having to satisfy the demand for cash from depositors. Consequently, it prevents
recurrent crises of liquidity that are faced by banks.

4. Negative interest rates will erode value for depositors

o Policies like negative interest rates, which would otherwise push depositors to rush out of banks to escape
the tax imposed on their deposits, become more feasible under a cashless banking system in which
depositors are essentially locked in by banks.

o Depositors in such cases will have no other option but to spend their money to escape a penalty on it.

Q) Do you think linking of Aadhaar with most of the schemes would inevitably end
up infringing rights of citizens? Critically comment. (150 Words)

Livemint
Introduction:

= Aadhaar number is a 12-digit random number issued by the UIDAI (“Authority”) to the residents of India after
satisfying the verification process laid down by the Authority. Any individual, irrespective of age and gender, who
is a resident of India, may voluntarily enroll to obtain Aadhaar number.

= Person willing to enroll has to provide minimal demographic and biometric information during the enrolment
process which is totally free of cost.

= An individual needs to enroll for Aadhaar only once and after de-duplication only one Aadhaar shall be
generated, as the uniqueness is achieved through the process of demographic and biometric de-duplication.
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Aadhaar to plug leakages

In 2010, when the first Aadhaar was issued, the then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said that the
economically and socially backward people will be the biggest beneficiaries, who, till then, couldn’t avail the
benefits of government welfare schemes due to lack of identity proof.

The founding premise of Aadhaar was to recognise the exact beneficiary of government subsidies and weed
out duplicates and forgeries. But enrolling for Aadhaar was an individual’s choice.

Today 12-digit unique identity number has created unique problems by making it a must-have for almost every
facility a citizen wants to avail, irrespective of his or her social and economic status.

Problems

1. Accessing services through mandatory Aadhar

> In March 2014, Supreme Court said Aadhaar was not mandatory to avail social welfare schemes.

> Butin August 2015, it agreed to make Aadhaar mandatory for cooking gas subsidy.

» Laterin October that year, it also allowed the use of Aadhaar for Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMIDY), the Employees’
Provident Fund scheme and pensions by central and state governments.

» The same confusion prevailed over making Aadhaar-PAN linkage mandatory for filing income tax.

2. Aadhar Bill introduced as money bill to avert debate

» On March, 2016, the government presented Aadhaar (Delivery of Benefits, Subsidies and Services) Bill
as a money bill to avoid voting in the Rajya Sabha.

> It also introduced last-minute amendments to the Bill to make Aadhaar mandatory.

» The upper house recommended a provision, wherein, if an individual chooses not to enroll for Aadhaar,
he should be offered “alternate and viable means of identification” for delivery of subsidy and other
benefits. The Bill, however, was passed with-out considering the recommendation.

3. Not foolproof

» Many poor people have been excluded from discrepancies that occur one time or another in Aadhar
database.

4. Privacy issue

» Most developed countries have already dropped the idea of having Aadhaar-like identification system
to protect people’s privacy.

» Even the US, one of the first countries in the world to have a national identification number for its
citizens, does not collect fingerprints or scan iris to create social security number (SSN)

> Unlike India, the US has a privacy law that makes it unlawful for government agencies to deny benefits
just because the individual refuses to disclose his SSN.

5. Various oganisations are reluctant

» No office is willing to link all this information with the Centralised Data and Information System. That
destroys their power.

Q) How did the introduction of the Unified Access Services Licensing (UASL) regime
in 2003 alter dynamics in India’s telecommunication sector? Critically examine.
(250 Words)

The Hindu

Introduction:

Between 2001 and 2007, the telecom sector went through many policy fixes including telecom licenses becoming
technology neutral with the introduction of the Unified Access Services Licensing (UASL) regime in 2003.

This stipulated that telecom licenses and bundled spectrum would be granted on a first come, first served basis
on the price discovered in the cellular auction in 2001.
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Altering of telecom sector
Positives
1. Teledensity increased exponentially

e In UASL, basic and cellular Services Licensees are permitted to migrate to Unified Access Services License
regime with unified license.

e It allowed the telecom companies to expand their networks across the country and to the wider canvas in
rural hinterlands.

2. Decreased tariffs for the consumer

e Licensee could also provide Voice Mail, Audiotex services, Video Conferencing, Videotex, E-Mail , Closed User
Group (CUG) as Value Added Services over its network to the subscribers falling within its service area on
non-discriminatory basis.

3. Affordable internet

e An Unified Access Services licensee can provide wireline as well as wireless services in a service area, can act
as a life line for the operator, if efficiently handled with utmost care.

Negatives
Loss of revenue
= However this policy also gave birth to the 2G scam due to ambiguity in allocating licenses.

= CAG alleged a loss of Rs. 1.76 lakh crore in the grant of bundled spectrum to the new licensees at administered
prices.

Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to
Health

Q) India’s actions since the outbreak of Rohingya violence in Myanmar have negated
its position as a regional, subcontinental and Asian leader, and it has also
undermined its democracy. Comment. (250 Words)

The Hindu

Introduction:

o There has been a flurry of diplomatic activity on the Rohingya issue across the world except India.
e India in fact should be showing the most initiative in this crisis.

e The government began to dispatch humanitarian aid in an operation rather grandly named “Operation Insaniyat
(Humanity)”, but was only one of several countries including the U.S., Turkey, Azerbaijan, Malaysia and others to
do so.

e Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj’s visited Bangladesh, where she didn’t even spare time for a trip to the camps,
stands out not just in stark contrast to other nations, but to India’s own record.

e |n every way, the Rohingya crisis is mammoth, with around a million men, women and children in Bangladesh and
Myanmar living perilously.

How India lost the diplomatic cause?

1. Vacated the space for other countries to intervene in her neighbourhood

e US, Britain, Canada, Singapore, Germany, Sweden and Japan sent their Foreign Affairs Ministers to Rohingya
camps in Bangladesh.

2. Opportunity for partnership with ASEAN in new domain missed

e The role of ASEAN was explored to resolve the crisis.

www.insightsonindia.com 23 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/01/2-indias-actions-since-outbreak-rohingya-violence-myanmar-negated-position-regional-subcontinental-asian-leader-also-undermined-democracy-commen/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/01/2-indias-actions-since-outbreak-rohingya-violence-myanmar-negated-position-regional-subcontinental-asian-leader-also-undermined-democracy-commen/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/01/2-indias-actions-since-outbreak-rohingya-violence-myanmar-negated-position-regional-subcontinental-asian-leader-also-undermined-democracy-commen/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/such-a-strange-silence/article21237089.ece

3. China asserted itself and relegated India

e China successfully mediated and “forced” Bangladesh and Myanmar to sign an agreement to resettle
Rohingyas in Rakhine State.

4. India’s soft power diminished

e India, which has a tradition of rushing humanitarian aid and medical assistance, doctors and volunteers to
other nations — for example, after the 2004 tsunami, the 2008 Cyclone Nargis that hit Myanmar, and the 2015
Nepal earthquake — has been seen to visibly hold back during the Rohingya crisis.

5. India’s principles at the pedestal of UN compromised

e Atthe UN too, India’s voice has been consistently muted, ceding space to other countries to take the lead on
the issue.

e It doesn’t mark itself out for principled leadership of any kind.
6. Bangladesh’s favourable leadership not heeded its due

e Italso had a bearing on India’s standing in Bangladesh, one of its closest allies in the region, whose leadership
is struggling to cope with the flow of refugees as Ms. Hasina braces for a tough election next year.

e All of India’s actions since the outbreak of this round of violence in Myanmar have negated its position as a
regional, subcontinental and Asian leader.

Q) In the last two decades, there has been rapid commercialisation of medical
services which has led to cut-throat competition among doctors to attract patients
for higher revenue generation. What do is cut practice in medical field? Examine
the aspects of cut practice, such as its prevalence, trends and the ways to stop it.
(250 Words)

EPW
Introduction:

= The cut practices is commissioning system which have come into prominence in Medical profession where
doctors get commission from testing Labs by sending patients.

Prevalence

= Corporate labs appoint personal relation managers to maintain relation with doctors and bring more and more
patients.

= In Medical tourism, agents bring patient to corporate hospital for commission.
= Even Medical stores give commission to doctors by selling medicines to patients.
= This raises serious ethical issues.

EFFECTS
= |t creates unethical practices among doctors.
= [tincreases out of pocket expanses of patients and hamper quality of care.

= The patients have to suffer physiological trauma when unnecessary tests are done like eg- Cancer, Heart disease
etc

REMEDIAL MEASURES
=  Prevention of Cut Practice in Healthcare Services Act should be brought by central government.

= Clinical Establishments (Registration and Regulation) [CERR] Act should be passed to regulate private hospitals.
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=  Universal Health Care (UHC) should be provided to all as there is no transaction of money at the time of service
delivery, the medical service is bought and financed by an independent agency, standard treatment protocols,
regulation of rates, gatekeeping mechanisms, and prescription and procedure audits could be enforced.

= The government, the society, the civil society organisations, policymakers, politicians, and elected
representatives need to think over the matter seriously.

= Awareness should be brought among citizens through campaign n mobilisation of public opinion.
Conclusion

= Healthcare is not commodity to trade with, a patient comes with trust in the doctor n consider him as God but if
that trust is broken then there are incidents like attacks on doctors will increase.

Q) What were the principles proclaimed at the Alma Ata declaration on “Health for

All” in 19787? It is said that these principles are very much relevant to India today.
Examine why. (250 Words)

The Indian Express

Alma Ata Declaration

= The Alma Ata declaration on “Health for All” in 1978 set out a broad set of principles called the Primary Health
Care (PHC) approach.

= |t focused on multi-dimensional, inter-sectoral healthcare, which was to be made available “closest to home”.
Primacy of primary healthcare
* |t required technology to be simple and low cost, while being effective and safe.

= Primary care, with secondary and tertiary levels also adopting PHC principles, was envisioned as the hub of this
sytem.

= This does not mean lesser secondary/tertiary level services but implies that they must be affordable and
accessible, utilising technologies that provide the core of available health knowledge without unnecessary frills.

= “Decentering” of hospitals implies that primary healthcare providers are in a leadership position to identify
local priorities for people’s health and the kind of services individual patients need — much like the family
doctor.

= The experience of health systems in the UK and Thailand — which give this “gatekeeper” role to the primary
health workers — show that this approach creates more rational, affordable and comprehensive healthcare
systems.

National Health Policy and Primary health
1. Creation of a public health cadre,
2. introducing nurses and AYUSH practitioners with bridge training as mid-level practitioners at the primary level,
3. revamping the regulatory mechanism and the curriculum of medical education, and
4. promoting medical pluralism
Secondary and tertiary healthcare on lines of PHC
= Secondary/tertiary-level hospitals, public and private, have to be re-structured along PHC principles.

= A large number of experiments such as Jan Swasthya Sahyog hospital (Bilaspur), the Association of Rural
Surgeons of India, RUHSA (Vellore) and SEARCH (Gadchiroli) demonstrate the viability of rational and effective
secondary and tertiary services.

= There is also much to learn from the experiences of Sri Lanka and Thailand.

= The private sector should be brought under regulations that are based on PHC criteria.
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Q) The creation of incentives to produce vaccines for poverty-associated infections
is key to improving public health. Discuss. (250 Words)

Livemint
Introduction:

= Diseases of povertyis a term collectively describes diseases, disabilities, health conditions that are more
prevalent among the poor than among wealthier people. Examples include TB, malaria, polio etc.

= India accounts for a significant number of deaths due to poverty associated infections.
Why India accounts for such number of deaths?

= There is general absence of accessible and resistance-effective vaccines. For example, in case of TB, BCG vaccine
that is currently in use (developed in the early 20th century) is ineffective for young people and adults.

= There is abysmal spending on the primary healthcare system where most of these communicable disease can be
prevented in the first place. Also the hygiene standards are also very low given the poor governance structures
and little public participation to ensure cleanliness.

= Particularly in the developing countries as recognised by WHO, the drug resistance has become a havoc due to
lack of awareness among the people as they tend to use drug indiscriminately without following the standard
procedures.

= R&D facilities in developing new vaccines are very poor due to a slew of factors. Besides lower spending by the
state, private sector is also not incentivised due to the fact that poor do not have the capacity to buy the
cost incurred on research.

How to incentivise the private sector participation?
Increase funding to research

= Increase expenditure on R&D for the development of new vaccines

= Hand held support by the government to local manufacturers in developing new vaccines
Philanthropy

= Encouraging philanthropic activities and donations etc. should also be explored as an option. Eg Bill and milanda
gates Foundation

Employing APC model

= Using ADVANCE PURCHASE COMMITTMENTS in which a sponsor commit to fully or partially finance the
purchase of vaccines at a pre specific price

= Inan APC, a sponsor (whether a government or a donor agency) commits to fully or partially finance the purchase
of vaccines for a disease at a pre-specified price.

= The funds are spent only if the desired product is developed. This would create a larger market, with more
certainty, which would attract more firms to develop new products.

Global collaboration
=  Only 10% of global health research is devoted to conditions that account for 90% of the global disease burden

= Collaboration with international players, government departments, biotechnology through the multilateral
platforms like BRICS which covers developing world.

= Since benefits of the research on these diseases spill over to many countries, so none of the small countries has
an incentive to unilaterally support the research

Compulsory licensing

= WHO’s The Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) has provisions for
‘compulsory licensing’ that allow governments to license the production of essential drugs to local manufacturers
who must then pay royalties to the innovator.

= |t should be implemented in letter and spirit by removing all the hurdles.
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Incentives for creation of vaccine is not the only panacea to counter poverty associated infections other efforts such
as

= Creating awareness among masses about rational use of antibiotics.
= Creating infrastructure in terms of health care centres , equipments. eg: X pert in case of TB
=  Government programs should be implemented in letter and spirit
= Database for vulnerable sections of population eg NeHA
= Increasing budgetry allocation to health care sector.
Conclusion

Since prevention is better than cure, all these years, the government should have focused more on creating a vaccine;
they are easy to administer, need little diagnosis before use and can be taken in a few doses rather than involving long
treatments.

Q) It is found that providing solar-powered systems across primary health centres
can improve health outcomes. Discuss. (250 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:
= Inrural India, PHCs provide the last-mile delivery of healthcare services.
= |ndia has around 25,000 PHCs, and of the functional PHCs, 4.6% are not electrified.
= Onein every two PHCs in rural India is either unelectrified or suffers from irregular power supply.

= The National Health Policy 2017 reiterates the commitment to improve primary healthcare by strengthening
infrastructure.

= The use of renewable energy sources such as solar could help PHCs augment or even substitute traditional grid-
based power systems.

Why solar — PHCs are viable?

a) Climate smart infrastructure
e This would also help the transition towards a low-carbon, climate-smart healthcare system.
b) Uninterrupted power for emergency services
e Solar systems can facilitate reliable and uninterrupted electricity supply critical for 24/7 emergency services,
deliveries and neonatal care, as well as inpatient and outpatient services.
¢) Maintaining clod chains
e The ability of solar-powered PHCs to maintain cold chains to store vaccines and drugs and operate new-born
care equipment has significantly improved.
d) Ensure comfortable environment for patients
e Patients showed more willingness to get admitted for treatment at the solar-powered PHCs due to facilities
like running fans.

Chattisgarh example

= In order to augment electricity supply across PHCs in power-surplus Chhattisgarh, the Chhattisgarh Renewable
Energy Development Agency (CREDA), between 2012 and 2016, installed off-grid solar photovoltaic (PV)
systems of 2kW each in 570 PHCs.
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Q) Neither civilisational ethos nor the mere enshrining of constitutional morality is
enough to deliver on basic rights. In your opinion, what else is needed to safeguard
basic rights of citizens? Critically comment. (250 Words)

The Hindu
Civilisational ethos

= Human rights existed in India not due to some constitutional morality but because of the DNA of Indian
civilisation.

=  We have had lesson from Upanishad “Sarve Janaha Sukhino Bhavantu”, loosely translated as “May all be happy”.
Constitutional morality

= Though the UN’s declaration of human rights is expansive, and also includes social and economic rights.

= [tis clear that Indian civilisation has not had much success in ensuring their delivery.

= If any progress has at all been made in the desired direction, it has been after the adoption of a democratic
form of governance; an arrangement that is distinctly non-Indian in its origins. In terms of human development,
21st century India is radically different from what it was in the 20th century.

Conclusion

=  While “constitutional morality”, a term used by Ambedkar to appropriately reject any role for “societal
morality” in the Republic, is of course a useful guide to the courts when it comes to adjudicating between
individuals, it is by itself helpless in preventing acts of violence.

= The efficacy of constitutional provisions is entirely dependent on the government machinery entrusted to our
elected representatives.

= In too many cases of violence against women, Muslims and Dalits, the Indian state is distinguished by its
absence.

Q) A National Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (NTAGI) has proposed that
a vaccine against the human papillomavirus (HPV), which causes cervical cancer, be
introduced in India’s Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP). Discuss the issues
involved in introduction of HPV vaccine. (250 Words)

The Indian Express

Introduction:

= A National Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (NTAGI) has proposed that a vaccine against the human
papillomavirus (HPV), which causes cervical cancer, be introduced in India’s Universal Immunisation Programme
(UIP).

= NTAGIs are a “technical resource providing guidance to national policymakers and programme managers to
enable them to make evidence-based immunisation-related policy and programme decisions”.

=  Globally, cervical cancer is the fourth most frequent cancer in women; among Indian women, it is the second
most frequent, according to the WHO.

= India accounted for a third of all global cervical cancer deaths, with 1.32 lakh new cases diagnosed annually,
mostly in advanced stages.

= While India has seen a fall in the incidence of cervical cancer over the last three decades, the number of cases
remains high in rural areas, and where sanitation and hygiene are low.
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Issues
Arguments against HPV introduction

1. Cost
o InIndia, the primary concern is cost, given the huge population and stretched healthcare budgets.
o Asingle shot of Gardasil costs approximately Rs 3,000 and Cervarix, about Rs 2,000. Each girl requires three
shots.
2. Efficacy
o Atpresent, no data suggests that either Gardasil or Cervarix can prevent invasive cervical cancer as the testing
period is too short to evaluate the long-term benefits of HPV vaccination.
o Indiais already witnessing a declining trend in cervical cancer due to better hygiene, changing reproductive
patterns, improved nutrition and water supply.
3. Immunity not complete
o Further, there are over 100 HPV sub-types against which the vaccine does not provide immunity.
4. Side effects
o Vaccine can even cause rare side-effects such as regional pain syndrome.
o It's better that we strengthen the reasons behind this trend rather than expose the entire population to the
vaccine.

Arguments for introduction

1. No safety issue
e A WHO position paper published in May 2017 noted that the “WHO Global Advisory Committee for Vaccine
Safety (GACVS), which regularly reviews the evidence on the safety of HPV vaccines” had concluded in January
2016 that the “available evidence did not suggest any safety concern”.
2. Globally accepted
e Globally 71 countries (37%) had introduced HPV vaccine in their national immunisation programme for girls,
and 11 countries (6%) also for boys”.
e Australia, which was the first country to introduce HPV vaccination in its school programme now has one of
the lowest rates of cervical cancer in the world.

Q) What are the basic tenets of regulating private healthcare? In the light of
controversies surrounding regulation of private healthcare in India, examine global
models which can be emulated in India. (250 Words)

The Indian Express

Basic tenets of regulating private healthcare
= The basic tenets of regulating private healthcare remain largely the same the world over

1. no payment at the point of service,

governments as the primary spenders in healthcare,
robust primary care system,

regulation of prices of drugs and diagnostics, and
some health cover for every citizen.

g O N

= In the best working global models of regulation of the private sector, governments regulate essentially through
control of the purse strings.

= InIndia, this is probably the highest barrier currently — public spending on health is less than 1% of GDP, and per
capita public health spend is about $15, less than in Bhutan, Indonesia, Thailand and the Philippines.

Swedish Model (Competitive Bidding)

= Private and public health facilities compete for government funding and the right to provide healthcare to
citizens.

= There are incentives for providing the quickest and cheapest treatment.

= Sweden has allowed the nine private, fee-for-service hospitals to open for business, with little handwringing.

www.insightsonindia.com 29 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/13/7-basic-tenets-regulating-private-healthcare-light-controversies-surrounding-regulation-private-healthcare-india-examine-global-models-can-emulated/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/13/7-basic-tenets-regulating-private-healthcare-light-controversies-surrounding-regulation-private-healthcare-india-examine-global-models-can-emulated/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/13/7-basic-tenets-regulating-private-healthcare-light-controversies-surrounding-regulation-private-healthcare-india-examine-global-models-can-emulated/
http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/regulating-private-healthcare-how-the-others-do-it-4980020/

But the largest role for private medicine is in the public sector, where the privately run facilities receive public
funding to provide citizens much the same services they would at government hospitals.

Within that system, citizens in government-funded clinics are charged user fees that account for about 5% of
overall health funding, while the government contributes the rest.

Most drug stores were government- owned then, but private pharmacies have opened since. In India, medicines
account for 70% of out-of-pocket medical expenditure.

Thailand Model (Capitation Fee)

Thailand’s Universal Health Coverage covers roughly 75% of the Thai population.

Other schemes are a compulsory Social Security Scheme for government employees and dependents and the
Civil Servant Medical Benefit Scheme for private employees.

UCS, which is tax-funded, pays annual capitation fees to hospitals based on how many beneficiaries visit them.
Public and private hospitals are treated on a par, and the beneficiary chooses where she goes.

This encourages the development of competing provider networks, and the capitation payment approach helps
contains costs — capitation means a hospital is paid the same money for heart surgery or for containing
diabetes-hypertension before they add up to a cardiac or other event requiring catastrophic expenditure. There
is no incentive for a hospital or a doctor to do cardiac surgery.

Canada Model (Fixed Charges, Govt Reimbursement)

Medicare, which covers all Canadians, is publicly financed and privately run.

The Canadian Health Act of 1984 allows medical practitioners to only charge fees fixed by governments —
something that West Bengal is trying, but without the required level of public financing.

They are paid from tax revenue either by the federal or the provincial government.
Governments decide fees of primary care physicians and salaries of health professionals.

The federal government regulates drugs and diagnostics; provincial governments regulate hospitals, private
healthcare professionals and private insurance.

Dental care, eye care, prescription drugs, ambulance services, medical devices, upgraded hospital rooms and
travel insurance are outside Medicare, and these are provided by the private sector. The government reimburses
a portion of these costs.

But delayed payments have seen some big corporate hospitals exit the scheme.

Germany (Insurance-Based)

After government-funded Social Health Insurance (SHI) and private insurance, less than 1% are left uncovered.
SHI — operated by more than 200 competing Sickness Funds (SFs), which are self-governing, nonprofit, non-
governmental organisations, and funded by compulsory wage-based contributions, matched by employers

It covers preventive services, in-patient and out-patient hospital care, physician services, mental health and
dental care, medical aids, rehabilitation and sick leave compensation.

The government delegates regulation and governance to the SFs and medical providers’ associations.
The patient chooses her SF and provider, who cannot refuse her.

There are 30 quality control indicators that hospitals have to report.
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Q) Karnataka, with the sixth largest number of undergraduate engineering seats
(1,00,565) in the country, is the state with the least vacancies among the top 10
states that together account for 80 per cent of the total seats. Examine why
Karnataka fares better compared to other states. (250 Words)

The Indian Express

Introduction:

= As engineering seats go unfilled across the country, as desperate colleges lower the bar to get students, as the
poor quality of graduates and their lack of employability threaten to undermine India’s demographic dividend

= Karnataka’s relative success is an exception.
Factors responsible for Karnataka’s success

1. Right ecosystem
e The engineering boom first arrived in Karnataka.
e In fact, the first private engineering colleges in the country — BMS College of Engineering in Bengaluru and
National Institute of Engineering in Mysore — were set up here in 1946.
2. Industrial and services base to absorb
e Much before the IT industry came up in 1991, Karnataka had an ecosystem of engineering excellence.
e The state had institutions such as the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL).
e Currently, Bengaluru is the fourth largest technology cluster in the world after Silicon Valley, Boston and
London. It also has the largest number of R&D centres in the country.
e Inshort, a ready market for those who graduated from its engineering colleges.
e Karnataka did well to ensure that its colleges were “clustered near urban centres
e Almost 100 of the state’s 192 engineering colleges are either in or around Bengaluru.
3. Controlled intake
e There has been a fairly controlled enhancement of intake (in Karnataka) because the market here responds
very ably.
4. Quality
e Because the state had a head start in engineering education, it meant they had a much larger pool of
qualified faculty to choose from.
e Quality of education, as a result, has always been better in the state.
e In fact, when other states went through their respective boom periods, Karnataka even provided them
faculty.
5. Check on expansion
e Despite the early start and though Karnataka continues to retain its position as a premier software export
hub, the expansion in the number of engineering institutes in the state hasn’t been as unbridled as in the rest
of the country.
e State had 192 institutes in 2016 as opposed to 527 in Tamil Nadu, 372 in Maharashtra, 329 in Andhra Pradesh,
283 in Telangana and 296 in Uttar Pradesh. Even Kerala, a state one-fifth the size of Karnataka, had 164
colleges, with 42% of its BE/BTech seats vacant in 2016-17.
e The state’s success story has a curious religious angle — the involvement in education of mutts or
monasteries that are usually caste-based and wield immense political and social clout.
e Almost all of the state’s mutts have set up educational institutions as part of their ‘social service’, many of
them engineering colleges.
e This association has helped put the brakes on the unbridled expansion of engineering education since,
unlike in other states, the increase was based on “real and not speculative demand”.
e Areligious organisation usually doesn’t treat education as a business. It sees it as a social obligation.
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Q) Instead of cancelling hospital licences, governments should bring in patient
centric laws, institutional capacity to enforce them. Comment. (250 Words)

The Indian Express

Patient Centric laws

1. Reinvigorate Clinical Establishments Act of 2010
e While the Central government needs to relook at the Clinical Establishments Act of 2010, (that though
adopted by 14 states stands unimplemented)
e State governments must seize the moment and bring in regulations along the lines of, or bettering upon,
what West Bengal and Karnataka have recently done.
2. Karnataka example
e constitution of empowered grievance redressal mechanisms at district levels
e mandated hospitals to display prices for procedures
e ensure observance of a patient’s charter.

Institutional Capacity

= There is an equal urgency to building the institutional capacity to enforce them.

= Setting of protocols

= Computerisation of every patient interaction and supervision on real time basis

=  An uncompromising approach to non-adherence of conditions need to go along with legal frameworks.
Conclusion

= Such an environment protects both doctors — of whom a majority want to do good — and patients, from the
greed of hospital investors and managers.

Q) Examine the impact of pollution and poverty on juvenile delinquency. (150 Words)
Down to Earth
Introduction:

Inflammation caused by air pollutants can damage brain structure, neural networks and influence adolescent
behaviour. This is often accentuated by poverty.

Impact of Pollution
= Incidence of teenage delinquency with the rise in air pollution levels.
=  PM2.5 is particularly harmful to developing brains because it can damage brain structure and neural networks

= |t is widely recognised that ambient air pollution is detrimental to the respiratory and cardiovascular health of
young and old alike.

= Butin recent years, scientists have come to acknowledge the negative impact of air pollution on human brains
and behavior

= Both lead and PM2.5 are environmental factors that can be cleaned up through a concerted intervention effort
and policy change

Consequent effects of poverty
= Poor people, unfortunately, are more likely to live in urban areas in less than ideal neighborhoods

= This close proximity to roads causes health problems, such as asthma and can perhaps alters teenagers’ brain
structures. This makes them more likely to engage in delinquent behaviour.

= Poverty causes a stressful family environment and if that carries on for too long, the teenager could be in a
chronic state of stress.

= This chronic stress makes teens more vulnerable to the effects of exposure to small particles.
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Q) Discuss the significance and importance of the Utkrisht Impact Bond that was
recently introduced in Rajasthan. (150 Words)

Down to Earth
Introduction:

= Utkrisht Impact Bond was announced by Mark Green, the USAID International Development Administrator, with
an aim to reduce the number of mother and baby deaths in Rajasthan.

Significance
= About 0.75 million newborns die every year in India, which is the largest number for any country in the world.

=  Four states—Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and Rajasthan—alone contribute to 55 per cent of total
neonatal deaths in India.

= Since Rajasthan is one of the biggest contributor to neonatal deaths, it is imperative to initiate an innovative
approach like Utkrisht Impact Bond.

= It will be particularly significant as it addresses the following issues.
1. Incentive for effective implementation

e Developed by Merck for Mothers, USAID, the UBS Optimus Foundation and the Hindustan Latex Family
Planning Promotion Trust (HLFPPT), it will be the world’s first health impact bond.

e  Utkrisht Impact Bond will support implementing partners, the Population Services International (PSI) and
HLFPPT to improve healthcare facilities and provide quality health services in the region.

2. Innovative PPP model to finance social projects

e Focused on outcomes, impact bonds are an innovative way to finance development using public-private
partnerships.

e The Utkrisht bond partners will receive social and financial gain.

e The private capital from UBS Optimus Foundation will cover the cost of developing private healthcare
services and facilities in Rajasthan, while the HLFPPT and PSI will help them get certified.

e The USAID will then pay back the investment “only if the providers achieve certain concrete results” in
reducing the number of mother and baby deaths.

Conclusion

= We need innovative and sustainable financing models to help solve some of development’s vexing challenges.

Q) Recently the Karnataka high court quashed the rule mandating 85% pictorial
warning on the packaging of tobacco products. Are graphic pictorial health warnings
effective strategy to create awareness? Also examine the issues this high court order
brings forth regarding fight against tobacco products. (250 Words)

The Wire
Introduction:

= The recent order from the Karnataka high court quashing the rule mandating 85% pictorial warning on the
packaging of tobacco products has brought to light several lesser-known issues.

= The court is reported to have said that the 85% pictorial warning is unconstitutional.
Impact of graphic pictorial health warnings

= Priorto the 85% rule coming into being, tobacco products in India needed to display pictorial warnings of harms
such as cancer on the one side of the product, covering 40% of the area.

= Therecent rule by the Indian government to increase this warning to 85% on both sides was part of its
commitment towards public health. This meant only 15% of a tobacco product package was available for
marketing and promotions of these products.
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= The intention behind this is simple: make the warnings more clear and reduce the promotions.

= We do not need research and scientists to tell us that customers needs to know if they are buying a product which
has the potential to kill them. The bigger the warning, the clearer the message and the less attractive the product
looks.

= Graphic pictorial health warnings are a proven and effective strategy to create awareness, especially among
the illiterate and children, about the harms of tobacco.

= Thereisanadded advantage in India —with the existence of 122 major languages, pictures could speak a thousand
words.

Issues
1. India’s fight against tobacco

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ambitious goal of leading the world’s fight against tobacco also suffered a
massive blow.

e At 85%, India ranked at No. 3 in the world (in terms of pictorial anti-tobacco warnings). This judgment has
pushed India 103 places down in the rankings — tying with Pakistan for the same spot of 106 in the world.

2. Health impact on poor more

e The healthcare system in India is largely governed by the private sector (80%), which means a person who
embraces these habits eventually ends up spending from his/her own pocket to treat the illnesses it causes.
This leads to an increase in the financial burden on him/her and his/her family.

e This is a serious concern, since 80% of India’s population resides in villages, and 75% of the population has
purchasing power of less than Rs 100 (S2) per day.

3. Fiscal revenue affected

e The government on average earns about Rs 17,000 crore from taxes and exports on tobacco, but the
expenditure on health diseases caused by tobacco is of the order of Rs 1,00,000 crore.

4. Tobacco farmers hit
e Another common reason quoted for inaction on this issue is the concern for the well being of our farmers.
India’s position
= Annually, India loses around ten lakh patients to tobacco-related diseases.
= The number of new cases of cancer annually in India (incidence) is 10,44,242
= Total number of cancer cases at a given time (prevalence) in India is 28,19,457

= 2,688 persons die annually only because of chewing tobacco in urban and rural areas, according to the
Directorate of Economics.

Q) Why is there a tremendous stress on doctors at government hospitals? In your
opinion, what measures should be taken to reduce this stress and also to attract
young doctors to government hospitals? Examine. (250 Words)

The Hindu
Reasons for stress on the doctors
1. Low patient — doctor ratio
v' The abysmal ratio of 1:1654 is a huge mismatch with the requirements of Indian population.
2. Diversity of diseases

v It is compounded by the fact that Indian scenario is engulfed with diversity of diseases, the third world
communicable menace and the increasing extent of non-communicable diseases.
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3. Capacity inadequacy

v" The capacities of doctors are not synchronised with the needs of the population due to faulty nature of
medical education.

4. Media trials

v" In case of unfortunate happening with the patients, the doctors are subjected to media trials
without adequately addressing the semantics of the case.

5. Lack of paramedical staff

v" There are whole lot of functions which can be relegated to low skilled medical personnels.
v" But the jobs of ASHA, ANM etc has been delegitimised due to various policies, which in case could have
helped the doctors in efficient delivery of healthcare services.

6. Profession not rewarded

v" Since the medical education is dubbed as profession, this aspect has not been appreciated in the real
world where their pay scales and work environment are in contrast of other professional degree holders
like Engineers.

v" The emergence of healthcare industry as economic industry and corporate hospitals have created
financial benefits, but at the cost of ethics.

7. Infrastructure in hospitals
v Hospitals often lack equipment and facilities, which in turn cause difficulties in operating a patient.
Measures needed

= Primary healthcare system should be strengthened as suggested by Alma Ata declaration, which will decrease
burden from communicable diseases.

= Lifestyle changes should be propagated through programmes of yoga, gym etc which will reduce non
communicable diseases.

= Infrastructure should he created in govt. hospital so that they have all facilities while operating the patient.

=  Recruit new doctor so that patient doctor ratio is balanced. Also proper paramedical staff should he appointed
to support them.

= Adequate remuneration should be provided.

= Grievances redressal authority should be created so that baseless acquisition against them can be curbed.

= PPP model can be explored for reducing bringing in more efficiency, as suggested by NITI Aayog.
How to attract youth

= During college time feeling to serve people should be imbibed in them.

= Government hospital can resort to college campus like Private sector to recruit young doctors

=  Providing remuneration in par with private sector can attract young talent along with best facilities.
Conclusion

If doctor is stressed how can they treat the patient hence government should take comprehensive reforms in medical
field to improve the condition of the doctor in the public services so that they can work effectively and efficiently.

Looking at health level burden on India there urgent reforms is needed in hospital staff as well as new doctors since
govt. needs to take holistic approach in fulfilling the demands of the doctors.
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Q) Why is the Mental Healthcare Act, 2017 passed by the parliament is hailed as a
landmark legislation? Examine. (250 Words)

Livemint
Introduction:

= The Mental Healthcare Act, 2017 is a landmark law for many reasons.

= The law takes a rights-based approach to all aspects of mental healthcare.
1. Mental healthcare made a justiciable right

> For the first time in our country, the Act creates a justiciable right to mental healthcare.
> This is fascinating because physical healthcare is not yet a statutory right!

2. Mental patients be allowed community

» The law also requires the government to make provisions for persons with mental illness to live in the
community and not be segregated in large institutions.

» The government must now make provisions for half-way homes, group homes and other such facilities for
rehabilitating persons with mental health problems.

3. Detailed provisions for treatment

» There are times when persons with mental illness are unable to express or communicate their preference for
treatment to their treating psychiatrists.

» Therefore, the new Act makes provision for writing an advance directive which people can make when they
are well.

» Through such advance directives, people can state their preferences for treatment, including how they would
like to be treated for mental illness, the treatments they would not like to take, and finally, nominate a
person who could take decisions on their behalf in such situations.

» This kind of provision has been made for the first time in healthcare legislation in India.

» The Act provides persons with mental illness protection from cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, right
to information about their illness and treatment, right to confidentiality of their medical
condition and right to access their medical records, to list just a few rights.

4. Government role defined

» The government is explicitly made responsible for setting up programmes for the promotion of mental
health, prevention of mental iliness and suicide prevention programmes.

5. Increasing mental health professionals

> Given the huge shortage of trained mental health professionals in the country, the Act requires the
government to meet internationally accepted norms for the number of mental health professionals within
10 years of passing this law.

6. Decriminalised suicide

> It has also effectively decriminalized suicide attempts by ‘reading down’ the power of section 309 of the
Indian Penal Code.

Q) It is said that it is time for Indian investigators to update their understanding of
encephalitis and look at outbreaks through a wider lens. Examine why. (150 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:
Encephalitis is a potentially life-threatening but rare disease causing “acute inflammation” of the brain.

The disease can occur in people of all ages, but children and the elderly are more at risk of being afflicted with the
disease. The usual cause of the rare disease is either a viral inflection. Sometimes it is caused when the brain’s own
immune system mistakenly attacks brain tissue. In rare cases, encephalitis is caused due to bacterial infection,
parasites, or may be prompted from other infectious diseases. It is a non-communicable disease.
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Updating knowledge about encephalitis needed

= JE was indeed the biggest cause of encephalitis in India for decades, and today the public health diagnostic
machinery is built around this illness.

= AsJE vaccination rates have grown, incidence has shrunk, and a host of other causes of encephalitis, like dengue,
scrub typhus, herpes simplex and the West Nile virus, have emerged to the forefront.

= Yet, investigating agencies such as the National Centre for Disease Control and the National Institute of Virology
have persisted in focussing on JE.

1. Odisha unexpected cause

> Recently an unexpected cause for the inflammatory brain disease — encephalitis — found in Malkangiri
district of Odisha. For many years, this recurring outbreak, which killed over 100 children last year,
was thought to be due to the Japanese encephalitis (JE) virus.

> Now researchers say it was likely due to the consumption of a wild bean, called Bada Chakunda, which grows
freely in the region. Like several natural toxins, the anthraquinones in the bean don’t harm healthy people,
but cause fatal dysfunction of the liver, heart and brain in underfed children.

2. Similar cases elsewhere

» This finding draws on the researchers’ previous work in Uttar Pradesh’s Saharanpur district, where too a
recurrent encephalitis outbreak was traced to this bean.

» Anillness around for three decades in U.P.’s Gorakhpur turned out, primarily, to be scrub typhus last year,
while epidemics in Bihar’'s Muzaffarpur were linked to lychee consumption, again among emaciated
children.

> In all these cases, the suspicion of JE, though the epidemiology and symptoms didn’t match, delayed the
discovery of the cause.

Conclusion

= If an encephalitis case cannot be confirmed as JE, doctors tag it as Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES). But AES is
no diagnosis, just a temporary label for different unnamed diseases.

= If JE made around 2000 Indians sick this year, the mysterious AES is reported to have affected six times as
many.

= A fixation with JE means the numerous patients in the second group may never get a diagnosis.

Q) It is said that the entire Board examination system and the culture associated
with it constitute an endemic problem. Discuss critically these problems and their
solutions. (250 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:
= Avast number of India’s adolescents feel seriously unhappy and resentful.

= Ignoring or oppressing adolescents is not uncommon in other countries, but India’s case is somewhat
extreme. Over more than a century, our system of schooling has honed its tools to oppress and defeat the
adolescent.

= The tool used to subdue the rebellious adolescent mind is the Board examination.
Issues with Board exam
1. Tends to decide future of child unfairly

e The term ‘board’ has acquired connotations of terror for the young on account of the darkness into which it
pushes them before some are let back out into normal light and further education.

e Fear of failing in it and thereby closing all doors to a worthwhile future figures in many autobiographies
written during the colonial period.
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2. Secret procedures of marking

e Boards of examinations maintain a tight secrecy over how a young student will be marked and declared either
‘pass’ or ‘fail’.

e Atight cover of confidentiality is maintained to conceal the abysmal quality of the marking system, question
papers and the evaluation process.

3. Learning distorted

e Popular understanding of education, which is widely shared in political and official circles, equates learning
with performance on tests.

e The nationwide industry that specialises in offering help in passing examinations and entrance tests makes
no distinction between cramming, cheating and learning.

4. Abysmal teacher training

e Teachers are taught about these common symptoms, and those who learn them well enough to discuss them
correctly get through their B.Ed. (Bachelor of Education) examination without much cramming.

e When they become teachers, they soon realise that passing the B.Ed. examination is a lot easier than dealing
with real adolescents — boys or girls.

Conclusion

= Plenty of ideas for reforming the Boards and the examination system they govern have been given over the years.
Some of these ideas have been put into practice here and there, as isolated steps lacking a wider frame of
reference to curricular reform.

=  The National Curriculum Framework, 2005 insisted on coherence between reforms in curriculum, examinations
and teacher training. This perspective continues to pose a challenge to an institutional structure marked by
rivalry and turf wars.

Q) Accredited social health activists (ASHAs), despite being at the forefront of health
activism and acting as crucial link in the institutionalisation of state health service
delivery in India, face myriad of problems. Comment. (250 Words)

Down to Earth
Introduction:
= Accredited social health activist (ASHA) is a crucial last link to India’s rural healthcare delivery system.

= |t has been 12 years since ASHAS were introduced by the Union government under the National Rural Health
Mission (NRHM).

= She is responsible for maintaining the health of the pregnant women in her community, encouraging them to
undergo institutional delivery, ensuring newborns get immunised at the right time and the mother gets the right
nutrition after child birth

Significance
1. Interface between community and Public health system

e The primary role of the volunteer, selected from within the community, is to act as an interface between the
community and the public health system.

2. Range of functions is wide

e Under the scheme guidelines, there are 43 different functions along with specific remuneration for each of
them.

e They range from a maximum of Rs 5,000 for administering medicines to drug-resistant tuberculosis patients
to just Rs 1 for distributing an ORS (oral rehydration solution) packet.

3. Critical in improving maternal and child health

e Several studies credit them for the improvement of critical health indicators in the country.
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e Institutional delivery in Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh increased from 12 per
cent in 1992-93 to 55 per cent in 2008 due to the introduction of ASHAs.

e The role of ASHAs in dramatic turnaround in immunisation numbers and tackling malnutrition is also well
documented.

Problems
1. Low and non-fixed salary

o There are over 0.87 million ASHAs across India

e In the past three years, ASHAs from at least 17 states have demanded fixed salaries, higher incentives and
inclusion in social safety schemes such as pensions

e ASHAs are not recognised as workers and thus get less than Rs 18,000 per month. They are the cheapest
healthcare providers in India.

e ASHAs say they normally earn through antenatal care (Rs 300), institutional delivery (Rs 300), family planning
(Rs 150) and immunisation rounds (Rs 100) as cases of other diseases are far and few.

2. No dedicated fund

e They are paid from the NRHM fund for which they have to wait for long time. The scheme does not have a
dedicated budgetary allocation and the funds are arranged on an ad-hoc basis from different government
schemes under NRHM such as National Immunisation Programme.

e The delays in reimbursement of incentives hurt the self esteem of ASHAs and has a bearing on her service
delivery.

3. Abysmal training

e Under the scheme, every ASHA receives induction training where she is given a broad training on healthcare
and her role in it. Subsequently, ASHAs should receive regular trainings on specific subjects such as maternal
and child health, family planning or HIV-AIDS.

e The residential trainings at the block-level should happen once every year.

e In practice, the trainings do not happen regularly.

Way forward
1. Fixed salary and dedicated fund

e A Parliamentary Committee on Empowerment of Women way back in 2010 recommended fixed salaries for
ASHAs.

e There should be a dedicated fund for ASHAs, which will ensure timely payment of the incentives and boost
the morale of the volunteers

2. Skill training

e  Skill upgradation should be an integral part of the scheme.

e Volunteers should be encouraged to take short-term courses on auxiliary nurse mid-wives/general nursing
and midwifery. This will not only help the volunteers in getting a better incentive, but will also ensure that
the people living in remote areas have better health access.

e Currently, nursing schools in 11 states give preference to ASHAs for auxiliary nurse mid-wives and general
nursing courses.
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Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and
betterment of these vulnerable sections

Q) In 1992, the United Nations announced that December 3 would be observed every
year as International Day of Persons with Disabilities. Comment on the advances
made in legislation on disability over the years. (250 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:
International Declarations

= The disability rights movement gained momentum in the 1970s when disability was started to be seen as a
human rights issue.

= Thisis when the UN General Assembly proclaimed in 1976 that 1981 would be the International Year of Disabled
Persons.

= Later, 1983-1992 was marked as the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons.

= The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), 2006 was a big step towards viewing
persons as “subjects with rights” and not “objects of charity”. India is a signatory to the UNCRPD and ratified it
in 2007.

= Further, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development pledges to “leave no one behind”. It states that persons
with disabilities must be both “beneficiaries and agents of change”.

= However, attitudinal, institutional, and infrastructural barriers remain, with the World Bank stating that 15% of
the world’s population experience some form of disability and that they “on average, as a group, are more likely
to experience adverse socioeconomic outcomes than persons without disabilities”.

= |n 2011, the World Health Organisation came up with a world report on disability for the first time
Indian Context

= InIndia, according to the 2011 Census, 2.21% of the population has one or multiple types of disabilities, making
the country home to one of the largest disabled populations in the world.

= Legislation moved forward last year in India when the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act was
passed, replacing the Persons with Disabilities Act, 1995. The 2016 Act recognises 21 kinds of disabilities
compared to the previous seven, including dwarfism, speech and language disability, and three blood
disorders.

= The new Act also increased the quota for disability reservation in higher educational institutions from 3% to
5% and in government jobs from 3% to 4%, for a more inclusive society. However, legislation alone is not enough;
implementation remains abysmal.

Schemes
= Every state has particular schemes for them who are poor — provide monthly allowance

= Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension Scheme, scheme of national awards for them, scholarships, Mukhya
Matri Nishaktikaran shiksha yojana, assistance to purchase aids and appliances, reservation in jobs

Tax benefits
Under Section 80U of Income Tax
Educaton
1. Scolarships at higher education,
2. Financial assistance,

3. 3% reservation in government and aided educational institutions,
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4. Comprehensive Education Scheme for Disabled Children — to provide accessible and barrier free built in
infrastructure and transport facilities etc + exemption from mathematics + extra time in exam + use of
scribes/readers +modification of curriculum

5. Inclusive Education for the Disabled at Secondary Stage

6. Rajiv Gandhi Fellowship Scheme — for MPhil and PhD students

Employment

1. Reservation of 5% in all Groups

2. Age relaxation of upto 10 years in upper age limit

3. Certain identified positions in various departments are reserved for them

4. Postings near home to Group C and D disabled people

5. Special employment exchanges in state capitals and special employmet cells in district headquarters

6. Provides incentives for employment in private sector as well - like contribution to provident fund as employer

7. Natioanl Handicapped Finance and Development Corporation — loans for self employment and small business

8. Scheme for Public Sector Banks for Orphanges, Women’s Homes and Physically Hnadicapped Persons’ —
differential rate of interest — 4%

e Assistance to Disabled Persons for Purchase/Fitting of Aids and Appliances (ADIP scheme)

e Indira Awas Yojana - 3% funds reserved for the benefit of the disabled where dwelling units are provided free
of cost to rural BPL.

e Scheme of Natioal Awards for the empowerment of persons with Disabilities— given across various activities
and sectors to encourage others

e Trust Fund - SC order in 2004 to transfer Rs 724 crores collected in excess by rounding off tax by banks to the
fund.

e Technology Development Projectsin Mission Mode — R&D projects since 1990-91 for effective aids and
appliances

e Social security programmes as discussed elsewhere

e Indira Gandhi Disability Pension Scheme — added as a component of National Social Assistance Programme in
2009 — Rs 300 monthly

o Disability benefit — Employee’s Compensation Act, 1923 - requires employer to pay compensation in cases of
employment related injuries

Challenges

= Social and physical barriers

= Coverage of programmes is not comprehensive

= Absence of single window approach

= Schemes scattered

Way forward

10th plan — advocated introduction of a Component Plan for the diabled in the budget of all concerned
ministries to ensure regual flow of funds

Need to plan and design inclusive strategies by understanding dynamics of disability
Collect data in detail on all related aspects possible
Comprehensive administrative arrangements

Pooling of funds from various sources
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= Delivering the benefits under professional supervision and control

=  More resources needed from all levels of government

Q) The National Crime Records Bureau data for 2016 on two important aspects,
violent crime and crime against women, should prompt State governments to make
a serious study of the underlying causes. Discuss. (250 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:
=  The National Crime Records Bureau data for 2016 is released

= Annual data is useful in reviewing trends of extreme events, such as murder, but less so in the case of other
offences that tend to be underreported.

Crime against women

= The national tally on crimes against women, which includes rape, abduction, assault and cruelty by husband and
relatives, is up by 2.9% over that of 2015.

= Going by the data, there is a distinct urban geography as well for violence against women, with Delhi and
Mumbai appearing the least safe: Delhi recorded a rate of crime that is more than twice the national average.

= The definition of the heinous offence has been broadened, police forces have been directed to record the crime
with greater sensitivity, and some measures initiated to make public places safer for women.

= This approach could lead to a reduction in violent crime over time.
Violent crimes

= Viewed in perspective, the murder rate today has declined to the level prevailing in the 1950s, which was 2.7
per 1,00,000 people, after touching a peak of 4.62 in 1992.

= But that macro figure conceals regional variations, witnessed in U.P. and Bihar, where 4,889 and 2,581 murder
incidents took place during 2016, respectively, while it was 305 in densely populated Kerala. One question that
needs to be analysed is, how much does social development influence a reduction in crime?

Juvenile
= Last year’s data indicate that there is a rise in the number of cases involving juveniles.

= A focussed programme to universalise education and skills training would potentially keep juveniles from
coming into conflict with the law.

Way forward for the states
1. Police reforms

e There are also basic issues that need urgent reform, such as modernising the police, recruiting the right
candidates and teaching them to uphold human rights.

e The orders of the Supreme Court on police reforms issued in 2006 have not been implemented in letter and
spirit by all States.

e Eliminating political interference in its working. This would lead to a reduction in crimes committed with
impunity and raise public confidence in the criminal justice delivery system.
2. Data study

e As a measure of data improvement, it should be mandatory to record not just the principal offence in a
case, as the NCRB does, and list all cognisable offences separately.

e Ratherthanview the available data passively, governments would do well to launch serious studies that result
in policies and measures for freedom from violence.
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Q) Why is the Convention Against Torture (CAT) which came into force in
1987significant for India? Comment. (150 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:

= The Convention Against Torture (CAT) came into force in 1987 and India signed it in 1997. Today, the CAT has
162 state parties; 83 are signatories.

= In refusing to ratify the CAT, India is in the inglorious company of Angola, the Bahamas, Brunei, Gambia, Haiti,
Palau, and Sudan.

Significance

1. International Opinion against India

e In 2008, at the universal periodical review by the Human Rights Council (HRC) of the UN, country after
country recommended that India expedite ratification. India’s response was that ratification was “being
processed”.

e In 2011, desiring to be appointed on the HRC of the UN, India took the extraordinary step of voluntarily
“pledging” to ratify the CAT. Once on the Council, India forgot its commitment.

e In the 2012 review, India’s NHRC had reported a significant number of torture cases involving police
and security organisations.” India ought to expeditiously ratify the CAT and enact a Prevention Against
Torture Act. Again this year, India reiterated “its commitment to ratify the CAT.

e India has been making promises but doesn’t seem intent on keeping them, much to the dismay of the
countries attending the review proceedings.

2. Supreme Cort Judgements against torture

e In Raghbir Singh v. State of Haryana (1980), the Supreme Court said it was “deeply disturbed by the
diabolical recurrence of police torture.” “Police lock-ups,” it said, “are becoming more awesome cells.”

o In Shakila Abdul Gafar Khan v. Vasant Raghunath Dhoble (2003), the Supreme Court said that “torture
is assuming alarming proportions... on account of the devilish devices adopted.

e In Munshi Singh Gautam v. State of M.P. (2004), the Supreme Court said: “Civilisation itself would risk
the consequence of heading towards total decay resulting in anarchy and authoritarianism reminiscent
of barbarism.”

3. Law Commission opinion

e Law Commission strongly recommended ratification and the drafting of comprehensive legislation
instead of ad hoc amendments in the Indian Penal Code

4. Bill introduced previously

e The Prevention of Torture Bill, 2010 was an excellent attempt by Parliament to draft new legislation.

e Unlike Indian law, which focusses on murder and broken bones (grievous hurt), torture was expanded
to include food deprivation, forcible feeding, sleep deprivation, sound bombardment, electric shocks,
cigarette burning, and other forms.

e The Bill was allowed to lapse.
Conclusion

= In showing the world that India has no intention of combating the terror of its own forces and of implementing
its promises made to the UN, the government has undermined India’s prestige.

= To be a world power, India must act like one.

www.insightsonindia.com 43 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/05/4-convention-torture-cat-came-force-1987significant-india-comment/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/05/4-convention-torture-cat-came-force-1987significant-india-comment/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/stand-up-against-torture/article21262937.ece

Q) Laws that are based on gender are actually detrimental to women’s freedom and
rights, hence our laws should be gender-neutral. Critically comment. (250 Words)

Livemint

Introduction:

Instead of being a progressive agent, the state has used the law to perpetuate cultural practices.

In the light of its failure to provide security, the state has resorted to protecting the interests of women through
ad hoc provisions that are counterproductive.

Law plays an important role in shaping the way women are viewed. Unfortunately, our laws are not the most
liberal.

Examples of gender-biased laws

1.

Criminalisation of minors’ sex as rape
e Law criminalizes consensual sex between minors as rape committed by the boy
Legal entitlement of girl upto marriage

e women are legally entitled to maintenance from their father until they get married, while boys are only
allowed this until they are 18;

Inheritance

e If a woman dies without a will, the Hindu inheritance laws put the rights of her husband’s heirs above those
of her parents;

Jail exemption to women in certain cases

e Women cannot be jailed for not filing their income tax
Marital rape not criminalised

e Marital rape is considered an oxymoron.
Maternity leave, not Paternal leave

o Take the recent legislation mandating paid maternity leave of 26 weeks and creche facility in companies
hiring more than 50 employees. The law intends to benefit working women, but the second-order effects of
the piece of legislation will likely be that firms will hire fewer women, and pay those they hire less salary to
compensate for the maternity benefits.

e The law furthers several stereotypes as well—that all women want to have babies, that all women want 26
weeks of paid leave, that it is only the woman’s job to take care of the newborn.

State’s role unfulfilled

It cannot be denied that most women’s freedoms in this country are trampled on in the name of security.

These are serious constraints on a good life, and they are caused by one major issue—the state’s failure to provide
security.

It is the state’s fundamental duty to protect the life and property of citizens from physical injury.

In the absence of adequate policing and a slow judiciary, women are exposed to threats from the physically
stronger gender, and it is the men in their family and friends who end up providing security. This establishes the
subordination of women to men in other domains of life—whether it is to fathers, brothers or husbands.

Conclusion

Gender-based laws are like a double-edged sword.

Sometimes, the conservatives wield it to preserve our culture, at other times, progressives take positive
discrimination too far.
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Q) Examine the problems faced by tribal education programmes, especially ashram
schools and suggest measures to improve these education programmes. (250 Words)

EPW

Introduction:

Keeping in view the peculiar problems pointed out by the Kothari Commission (1964—66) regarding tribal
marginality, especially educational backwardness, the Maharashtra government took significant initiatives, such
as setting up residential schools known as ashram schools (AS) in tribal areas.

The primary objectives of these schools are to provide free accommodation, food, and education to tribal
students with the aim of empowering tribal communities through education.

Issues associated with ashram shalas or tribal boarding schools

1. Rape and sexual abuse of children in these schools.
2. Frequent deaths children in ashram shalas in the last decade due to snake bites, scorpion bites, fever, and other
minor illnesses — These deaths were mainly due to the “negligence of staff” who did not ensure proper
treatment in time.
3. Llackclean classrooms
4. Lack of sufficient water and toilets.
5. Quality of education remains poor.
6. A few students demonstrated an interest in sports
7. Teaching seems to be systematic, but, due to unclean classrooms, a lack of teaching aids, and the language and
style of teaching, students are unable to fully immerse themselves in the learning process.
Solutions
1. Political will

e Constant attention from the political class can bring about substantial change in the quality of ashram shalas.
2. Giving gram sabhas power and resources to monitor schools

e This can be facilitated by empowering gram sabhas and showcasing tribal folklore in the areas where ashram
shalas are situated

Revamp Tribal Sub Plan according to Kelkar Committee

e Inconsistency in fund allocation and the implementation of the tribal sub-plan (TSP) seem to be debilitating
the functioning of ashram shalas.

o 70% of the ashram shala fund allocated is used to pay teachers’ salaries and 8% is earmarked for
infrastructure development As a result, only 23% of the fund is available for educational material and the
welfare of the students.

e Kelkar Committee,2013 pointed out, the TSP budget should be considered as a separate financial allocation
over and above the general grants and welfare programmes for tribal communities It also suggested that
these funds should be distributed in line with the spirit of the Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas)
(PESA) Act, 1996.

Improve infrastructure

e The criticism that ashram shalas lack staff is primarily linked to the lack of infrastructure at the school level.
Although a few schools are located in semi-urban areas, the infrastructure and facilities to accommodate
teachers are not available.
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Q) A petition by tribal organisations says the Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act
violates constitutional rights and affects livelihoods of crores of adivasis and forest
dwellers. Examine why. (150 Words)

Down to Earth
Introduction:

= Tribal organisations says the Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act violates constitutional rights and affects
livelihoods of crores of adivasis and forest dwellers

= CAF has the provision to create a national fund with contributions from user agencies—any person,
organisation, company or department of the Centre or state government making a request to divert or de-
notify forest land for non-forest purpose.

Issues
1. Violates tribal rights regime

e Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act, 2016 (CAF)gravely violates the constitutional and legal rights as well
as livelihoods of crores of adivasis and forest dwellers in India, under Article 300A of the
Constitution, Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 (PESA) and the Forest Rights Act, 2006
(FRA).

2. Deforestation enhanced
e Tribals criticised the act for creating a perverse incentive to accelerate deforestation rather than prevent it.
3. Use of land is not defined clearly

e There is no clarity on the plantation process. If land is diverted in one area, compensatory afforestation
can be done somewhere far away.

o November 8 guidelines of the Ministry of Environment and Forest on creation of land banks for
compensatory afforestation are vague and can include lands on which forest rights aren’t settled.

Way forward
1. Management of fund

e Ensure that all accumulated Compensatory Afforestation funds are democratically
managed and administered by transferring to gram sabhas

2. Decentralisation of powers to undertake works out of the fund

e All activities with the fund must be done with free, prior and informed consent of gram sabhas.

Q) Five years after a gangrape in Delhi sparked widespread protests on the issue of
sexual assault, stringent laws have not proved to be a deterrent, or created safe
spaces for women. Critically comment. (250 Words)

The Indian Express

Introduction:

= Justice J.S. Verma suggested recommendations which laid the foundations of a new rape law and act as a
deterrent against rape incidents in the aftermath of Delhi gangrape.

=  Within two months, the government enacted the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 2013, which brought in
significant changes in the then existing rape laws.

= A broadened definition of rape and stringent punishment were the key features of the new law.
= |t did not recommend the death penalty but stipulated imprisonment for the remainder of the convict’s life.

= In cases of repeat offenders, the law stipulated the death penalty.
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Deterrence not effective

The crime statistics recently released by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) stare us in the face. If they
are anything to go by, stringent rape laws have not proved to be a deterrent nor have they created a safe space
for women

There was an increase of 12.4 per cent in the reported cases of rape from 34,651 cases in 2015 to 38,947 in 2016.
The capital city continued to have a major share of reported cases of rape — 13,803, followed by 5,128 cases
reported from Mumbai. Delhi has not been able to shed its image as the rape capital of India.

There is no evidence that concrete changes in the attitudes of men on the street are taking place either in Delhi
or elsewhere.

Safe spaces not a reality

Worse, they do not feel safe in their homes and in their workplaces.

Better street lighting or mobile apps and pepper sprays and encourage young girls to learn martial arts to fight
the rapists are not the ultimate solutions.

Around 95 per cent of rapes are by known persons — family members, neighbours, lovers, people in authority.

Way forward

Q)

We need to move beyond the theory of stringent punishment as a deterrent.
The nation’s collective protest in one isolated case is not going to bring in necessary changes.

We need to address the issue at the mundane level to counter the culture of violence against women in society.

Critically analyse various issues related to morality and constitutionality of

Section 497 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC). (250 Words)
The Hindu

Introduction:

An act that breaches the sanctity of a pure social institution such as marriage is criminalised under Setion 498 of
the IPC.

Section 497 provides that if a man (the offender) has sex with the wife of another man without his consent, he is
punishable with imprisonment of up to five years. The wife of the other man is not punishable even as an abettor.

Constitutionality

1. Supreme Court and Law Commission view

o In Yusuf Abdul Aziz v. The State of Bombay (1954), a constitutional bench held then that Section 497 did not
violate the right to equality as enshrined in Articles 14 and 15 of the Constitution.

o Sex is a sound classification and although there can be no discrimination on such account, the Constitution
itself provides for special provisions with regard to women and children. Thus, Articles 14 and Article 15 read
together validate Section 497 of the IPC.

o0 42nd Report of the Law Commission continued it

2. Gender equality

o Even within the narrow confines of the heteronormative definition of marriage as recognised under Indian
law, the provisions of the IPC regarding adultery seem particularly medieval.

o Constitution guarantees the fundamental right to equality and that is inconsequential of gender

It only criminalises the conduct of the man while excusing the woman.

o Itis liable only the male offender, keeping in mind “the condition of the women in this country” and the
law’s duty to protect it.

o A welfare-oriented and inclusive country like India, while demanding that a marriage be registered in order
to acknowledge and protect the rights of the parties involved, cannot do away with a crime which undermines
the same legally recognised institution.

(0]
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3. Human dignity

o Constitution also gives right to life and liberty. From it flow many rights to secure the principle of human
dignity.

Morality
1. Women status in marriage undermined!

o Under Section 497, what stands out is that only a man can prosecute another man for adultery. The power
is vested in a husband to control the sexuality of his lawfully wedded wife.

o The wife being the sole and exclusive property of a man must be protected from any other man is the basic
premise.

o A woman cannot bring this particular charge against a man as she is an object of possession in this entire
flawed discourse. She has no say not only over her own body but even the body of the man to whom she is
legally wedded.

2. Bodily integrity

o That any woman may choose to have a sexual relationship disregarding the institution of marriage does
not lend itself well to patriarchy or our laws.

o Even if the argument is that marriage as an institution must not be breached, it is not understandable why
an unmarried woman having sex with a married man should not be culpable.

o No marriage or alliance can take away one’s right over one’s own body.
3. Criminalisation

o Criminal law everywhere in the world serves as a guardian of the moral principles of society, protecting a
society’s historical roots while leading it towards a progressive social order.

o Criminalisation as a rule doesn’t work in practice in altering social behaviour.

o It only targets the most vulnerable — in this case, the woman who would be castigated even though she is
not considered to be criminal. The wrong should only be considered to be civil wrong and be the basis of
divorce only.

Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and
the performance of these schemes;

Q) Discuss critically the impact of Aadhaar on welfare programmes. (250 Words)
EPW
Aadhar to plug leakages

= In 2010, when the first Aadhaar was issued, the then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said that the
economically and socially backward people will be the biggest beneficiaries, who, till then, couldn’t avail the
benefits of government welfare schemes due to lack of identity proof.

= The founding premise of Aadhaar was to recognise the exact beneficiary of government subsidies and weed
out duplicates and forgeries. But enrolling for Aadhaar was an individual’s choice.

= Today 12-digit unique identity number has created unique problems by making it a must-have for almost every
facility a citizen wants to avail, irrespective of his or her social and economic status.

Problems
1. Accessing services through mandatory Aadhar

o In March 2014, Supreme Court said Aadhaar was not mandatory to avail social welfare schemes.

o Butin August 2015, it agreed to make Aadhaar mandatory for cooking gas subsidy.

o Laterin October that year, italso allowed the use of Aadhaar for Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMIJDY), the Employees’
Provident Fund scheme and pensions by central and state governments.
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o The same confusion prevailed over making Aadhaar-PAN linkage mandatory for filing income tax.
2. Aadhar Bill introduced as money bill to avert debate

o On March, 2016, the government presented Aadhaar (Delivery of Benefits, Subsidies and Services) Bill as a
money bill to avoid voting in the Rajya Sabha.

o It also introduced last-minute amendments to the Bill to make Aadhaar mandatory.

o The upper house recommended a provision, wherein, if an individual chooses not to enroll for Aadhaar, he
should be offered “alternate and viable means of identification” for delivery of subsidy and other benefits.
The Bill, however, was passed with-out considering the recommendation.

3. Not foolproof

o Many poor people have been excluded from discrepancies that occur one time or another in Aadhar
database.

4. Privacy issue

o Most developed countries have already dropped the idea of having Aadhaar-like identification system to
protect people’s privacy.

o Even the US, one of the first countries in the world to have a national identification number for its
citizens, does not collect fingerprints or scan iris to create social security number (SSN)

o Unlike India, the US has a privacy law that makes it unlawful for government agencies to deny benefits just
because the individual refuses to disclose his SSN.

5. Various oganisations ae relectunt

o No office is willing to link all this information with the Centralised Data and Information System. That
destroys their power.

Topic: Development processes and the development industry- the role of NGOs, SHGs, various
groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders

Q) Examine why civil society organisations are unhappy with the recent WTO
ministerial declaration on agriculture. (250 Words)

Down to Earth
EPW
Introduction:

= The recent WTO decisions regarding public stock holding, domestic support, cotton etc. at Buenos Aires have
aggregated the civil society as the draft was prepared by only 7 countries and lack legitimacy.

1. Public stockholding

e Peace clause proposals like onerous notification requirements, restriction to staple crops and restriction on
subsidy which “distorts” trade have been retained.

e In addition stock holding cannot be exported directly or indirectly.

e Procurement limit of 12% of production with old 1986-88 reference rate will hurt ongoing programs in
developing countries.

2. Domestic support
e |t does not mention Doha development agenda, without this AMS or MSP provision will be lost.

e It seeksto eliminate de-minimus box and development box along with Amber and green box is deterimental
to developing countries.

3. Cotton

o No action have been taken to reduce trade distorting cotton subsidy.
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4. Post MC11 program
e No further commitment have been made on Special Safeguard Mechanism.
India’s issues
= It concerns the nation’s food security as well as welfare of farmers who are currently on a warpath in India.

= The US rejection of a permanent solution to the public food stocking programme comes at a time when
the government is under attack from farmer organisations for lack of both adequate support price and food
procurement infrastructure for the bulk of their produce.

= Agriculture and allied sector posted negative growth of 0.2% in 2014-15. It recorded anaemic growth of 1.1%
in 2015-16.

= The promise to double farmer incomes by 2022 can be done only by increasing minimum support price (MSP)
for key crops. However, in the absence of the ‘Peace Clause’, India cannot make proper use of this tool as it
could risk violating WTO-permitted ceiling for domestic support price.

= NDA government’s ‘Har Khet Ko Paani’ project holds out promise to improve the lot of farmers by reducing
irrigation costs for them. However, with the peace clause expiring this year, investment under the scheme could
be challenged at the WTO if found breaching the permissible 10% cap.

Conclusion

= Indiastill have large population living under poverty, farmers under stress and doing suicide makes a strong point
for India to make permanent solution for public stock holding.

Q) Discuss the potential of large-scale groups of women, such as self-help groups
(SHGs) in strengthening of women’s civil rights and addressing crimes against
women. (250 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:
= NCRB reports point towards the increase in the number of crime against women in different parts of the country.

= Ascriminal justice solutions have largely been inaccessible to socially precarious women, a more inclusive
alternative is to have collective-based resolution mechanisms.

= The potential of large-scale groups of women, such as self-help groups (SHGs), becomes critical in the Indian
context.

Role of women collectives
1. Work with government, community and private sector
> They work with governments, community groups and the private sector
2. Implementation and evaluation of projects
» They develop and implement programs, monitor and evaluate their progress
3. Train women
» They help train people working on those projects.
4. Reach upto most vulnerable women

» They’re considered more nimble than other institutions in accomplishing development goals because they
can reach the most vulnerable or disaffected people in a community and find innovative solutions to
problems.

» Although their funding streams and institutional decision-making structures are typically
multinational, NGOs’ legitimacy, indeed, often rests on perceptions of them being “local” and “close to the
people.”
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5. Act as dispute resolution platform for crime against women

» India has experimented with many models of community dispute resolution mechanisms — the Nari
Adalats (women courts) in various States, Women’s Resource Centres (Rajasthan), Shalishi (West Bengal),
and Mabhila Panchayats (Delhi) — which have seen intimate partner violence, IPV as a publicissue rather than
a personal problem.

> Several NGOs have co-opted these models so that women can resolve cases of violence without getting
entangled in tedious legal processes

Conclusion

= The SHGs have shown good results in socio-economic conditions in different parts of India. But most of these are
only concentrated in certain pockets of country.

= Sothere is need to address this imbalance and use them as conduit to reach the marginalized sections of women
for their empowerment.

= Collectives of women need adequate investment for building their capacities; there must be investment in
specific training, and gender analysis processes. SHGs are mostly seen as administrative entities. Their social role
can be enhanced to tackle the widespread problem of IPV.

Topic: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability

Q) It would be appropriate for India to draw up a data protection law using the rights-
based approach of the European Union’s General Data Protection Regulation, 2016,
in which data protection is comprehensive and exemptions limited. Discuss. (250
Words)

The Hindu

Introduction:

= The dawn of the information age opened up great opportunities for the beneficial use of data. It also enhanced the
perils of unregulated and arbitrary use of personal data.

= Unauthorised leaks, hacking and other cyber crimes have rendered data bases vulnerable.

= Justice B.N. Srikrishna Committee is to elicit views from the public on the shape and substance of a
comprehensive data protection law

Need for data protection

= |n this era of Big Data analytics and automated, algorithm-based processing of zettabytes of information,
the fear that their personal data may be unprotected may conjure up visions of a dystopian world in
which individual liberties are compromised.

1. European model

e Therefore, it would be appropriate to draw up a law using the rights-based approach of the European
Union’s General Data Protection Regulation, 2016, in which data protection is comprehensive and
exemptions limited.

2. American model

e Norms are stringent for government departments processing personal information, while private entities
have to abide by the norms of giving notice and receiving consent.

e An enlightened citizenry will only help itself in participating in the search for a good data protection
framework.

Current status
= India does not have a separate law for data protection.

= Section 43A of the Information Technology Act provides a measure of legal protection of personal
information.

= Eventhough the Information Technology Act contains certain provisions about data protection and handling,
experts are of the opinion that India needs a fresh data protection law with the increased digitisation led by
Aadhaar, the Goods and Service Tax and the push towards a digital economy.
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= |IT Act may also be inadequate to deal with the current requirements since it was drafted almost 17 years ago in
2000 and was amended last in 2008.

= Also, in the last 5-6 years there has been a quantum leap in the world of technology which has been driven by
trends such as proliferation of social media, growth of ecommerce leading to boom in transactions over the
Internet and demonetisation, which has pushed more people into the digital economy, so the IT act may
have to be obviously reconsidered in the light of these developments
Way forward

= [tis legitimate to collect personal data in the public interest, but this information should be protected and used only
for the purposes it was collected.

= Above all, the law must provide for a suitably empowered statutory authority to enforce its promised protection to
citizens’ data.

= The new Bill should be based on five salient features: technological neutrality and interoperability with
international standards; multi-dimensional privacy; horizontal applicability to state and non-state
entities; conformity with privacy principles; and a co-regulatory enforcement regime.

Q) Why is linking of Aadhaar with other documents is said to be cumbersome and
hurtful to poor? Critically examine. (150 Words)

The Indian Express

Introduction:

= In 2010, when the first Aadhaar was issued, the then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said that the
economically and socially backward people will be the biggest beneficiaries, who, till then, couldn’t avail the
benefits of government welfare schemes due to lack of identity proof.

= The founding premise of Aadhaar was to recognise the exact beneficiary of government subsidies and weed
out duplicates and forgeries.

= Today 12-digit unique identity number has created unique problems by making it a must-have for almost every
facility a citizen wants to avail, irrespective of his or her social and economic status.

How it affects the poor?

1. Denied service in case of database failure
o Many poor people have been excluded due to discrepancies that occur one time or another in Aadhar
database.
o Because of this, the poor have not been able to access the very basic services they are entitled to as a
matter of right.
2. Linkage of Aadhar with other services costly
o The linkage of Aadhar requires visit to a government office where they are likely to be succumbed to the
apathy and corruption of the officials due to lack of adequate information.
o Theloss of wage for the day entails another significant cost which the poor can ill afford in highly unorganised
market of labour.
o Transportation costs are again an oft repeated argument in case access of government services to the poor
is concerned.

Q) “What is illegal from the point of view of administrative law may not necessarily
be an offence from a criminal court’s perspective.” In the light of recent 2G scam
verdict by special CBI court, comment on the statement. (150 Words)

The Hindu

Administrative law determines what government agencies may do. The state or central government has law making
power, some of which they can delegate to agencies in setting the particulars. The president and governors can do
this to some extent too. Admin. law tells us what can be delegated to agencies, what those agencies can do, and how
you as a private citizen can challenge agency decisions through the courts.
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o Administrative law proceedings may be initiated by the state or by an individual and can result in fines, various
remedies such as injunctions, but cannot result in imprisonment.

o In this case, the violation of administrative law came from the fact that the spectrum auction was done at a cheap
rate to benefit certain telecom companies. However, the administration refuted these charges as they held that
the loss for the administration was gain for the citizen as the reduced costs are ultimately passed on.

o However, Criminal law determines what acts you can be imprisoned or fined for by the government. Most
criminal acts require some sort of bad or evil intent. If it’s a criminal law, it will be enforced by a prosecutor working
for the state or central government. It has to be proved beyond reason doubt.

o In criminal law, the state brings and prosecutes the case in the name of the people against the defendant. Only
criminal law proceedings can result in imprisonment as a punishment for crime.

o Sometimes, the ambits of both overlap in cases of crony capitalism, but often, the fear of criminal action
adversely affects administrative decision making leading to policy paralysis. It is crucial for the government and
the state to navigate this crucial juncture to fasten administrative decision making without paralysis of the
government

o 2G scam involved administrative policy decision and was allegedly an arbitrary exercise of power. The policy was
nullified by SC but CBI and ED prosecuted the accused under criminal law. The failure of conviction has resulted in
a dent to credibility of these institutions. Challenges of prosecuting policy makers would also mean that no one
will come forward with genuine risk taking innovative policy.

o The fair and just procedure also calls for greater responsibility on public prosecuting agencies to be more cautious
and do their proper homework to collect accurate and assertive evidences before filing a chargesheet and also
have a clear understanding of the laws under which the accused to be prosecuted e.g. whether to prosecute under
IPC or Prevention of Corruption Act. The public agencies shall always act in good faith and under the colour of their
office so that no innocent suffers horrendous side of malicious prosecution.

Q) When it comes to delivery of services and good governance, the problem is not
merely inadequate government expenditure - it is also a failure to absorb and deploy
allocated resources at every level of government. With reference to poor state
capacity in India in implementing schemes properly, comment on the statement.
(250 Words)

Livemint
Inadequate funds

= In the 2017-18 Union budget, education spending came to about 3.71% of gross domestic product (GDP), a
considerably lower percentage than, say, peer nations in the Brics (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa)
grouping. This is a persistent trend.

= Likewise, government healthcare spending, taking both the Centre and states into account, has hovered around
the wholly inadequate 1.5% of GDP mark.

But this is an incomplete perspective. The problem is not merely inadequate government expenditure. It is also a
failure to absorb and deploy allocated resources at every level of government.

Underutilisation of funds

= State budgets have not always responded adequately to the increased devolution of funds starting from the 2015-
16 Union budget after more fund devolution from 14th Finance Commission

= There is often asubstantial mismatch between fund allocation and outlay planning at various levels of
implementation.

= The Centre for Policy Research’s Accountability Initiative has pointed out that the fund release timetable for
the fiscal year can be a problem as well—in, for instance, healthcare, when the Centre has backloaded the
release.
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= This failure points to a long-running problem in Indian governance—the inability of Union ministries and state
governments to cash the cheques the Centre writes.

= Thisis caused by poor state capacity.
Examples
1. Education

o A CAG performance audit tabled in Parliament in July 2017 pointed out that despite persistent demands
for more right to education (RTE) funds from the Centre, state governments have failed to spend over
Rs87,000 crore of the allocated corpus over the past six years.

o Between 2010-11 and 2015-16, the underutilization ranged from 21% of allocated funds to 41%.

o The audit noted damningly, “poor planning and execution by state governments, resulting in non-
accomplishment of goals to provide infrastructure”.

2. Clean Ganga

o A Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) report points out that the approximately Rs2,500 crore in the
Clean Ganga Fund set up by the Modi government remains unutilized.

3. Other funds

o The corpuses for other once-prominent schemes like the Nirbhaya Fund and Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao
remain largely untapped.

o And programmes like the National Rural Health Mission and Integrated Child Development Services
have often failed to use their allocated funds in recent years.

Way forward
1. Scrap cesses

o Cesses are meant to be budgetary band-aids—temporary levies to address a pressing need.
o When they become long-term measures with more added steadily, they become a form of regressive
taxation.

2. Reduce number of ministries

o The proliferation of unnecessary silos and the inevitable turf wars that come with it create planning and
implementation hurdles.

3. Grassoots planning and implementation

o Central and state governments must follow through with devolution of funds as well as planning and
implementation at both the panchayat level and for city governments.

Q) The recent 2G scam verdict by special CBI court reflects incapacity of the state
and its institutions. Critically comment. (250 Words)

The Indian Express

Supreme Court
= Supreme Court’s reasoning in order cancelling 122 licenses in 2G case was internally incoherent.

= Its perception of arbitrariness was shaped by the public perception that ministerial corruption may have been
involved.

= [t tried to do Parliament’s work by taking a call on a petition based on a CAG report, and thus elevated the CAG
report to a definitive document that it is not.

Bureaucracy
= The judgment is an indictment of the bureaucracy.

= |t argues the bureaucracy does not understand the rules it drafts, its notes to ministers are unclear, if not
deliberately misleading. It creates a fog of convoluted reasoning that obscures the issues.
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= But bureaucratic responsibility now seems to be supplanting ministerial responsibility. In the coal scam, where
there was an indictment, bureaucrats, not ministers, were held responsible. Even here, something similar is going
on. Part of the reason the prime minister is absolved of responsibility is based on the idea that the bureaucrat’s
note was five pages long and convoluted and the PM cannot possibly be expected to have command of the details.
As a factual matter, this may be true, but one has to wonder what ramifications this has for bureaucracy-minister
relationships. The courts seem to be giving politicians benefit of the doubt more than bureaucrats.

CAG
= The third institutional loser is the CAG-Parliament relationship.

= The CAG’s reports are, in our constitutional scheme, not meant to be definitive. They are to be presented to
Parliament that has to take a view on them.

= The ability of CAG reports to spark public reaction will now be diminished.
Parliament

=  While we can blame the CAG for grandstanding, we must not forget that it was parliamentary dysfunction that
made it all possible.

= Parliamentary dysfunction is what has emboldened non-elected institutions, from the CAG to the Supreme
Court, to usurp authority and exceed their brief.

= Parliament is the ultimate locus of accountability. If it cannot perform truth-mediating functions, or hold ministers
to account, everyone will step into the breach.

=  When Parliament abdicates, the entire administrative law and constitutional scheme gets distorted.

= No solution will be possible to this problem without restoring integrity to Parliament.

Q) An audit of Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), the country’s
premier watchdog on the food, by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG)
reveals gaps in the working of the body. Examine the findings of CAG and their
significance. (250 Words)

Down to Earth
Introduction:
= FSSAl is responsible for implementing the Food Safety and Standards (FSS) Act 2006.

= CAG found that though it has been more than a decade since the enactment of the act, FSSAI is yet to frame
regulations and guidelines to govern different procedures.

CAG Findings

= Neither FSSAlI nor the state food authorities have documented policies and procedures on risk-based
inspections

=  FSSAIl does not even have a database on food businesses in the country.

= FSSAI has failed to set up well-equipped food labs in the states too. Only seven out of 72 states laboratories
passed the standards issued by National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories

= Thereis an acute shortage of licensing and enforcement officers in the states which severely affected food safety
measures.

= In case of renewal of the license too, FSSAI did not adhere to regulations. For example, there are cases pertaining
to Central Licensing Authority (CLA), Kolkata and Guwahati, food business operators (FBOs) applied for renewal
of licenses after their expiry.

Way forward
= CAG has recommended that FSSAI should expedite the notification of regulation on areas that have been

specified in the FSS Act, but are yet not covered.
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CAG has also recommended that the authority may frame standard operating procedures on the formulation and
review of standards, and ensure that these are being followed in the near future.

FSSAI would also have to ensure that all licenses issued are reviewed and approved by the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare, before issuing.

FSSAIl and the state food authorities have to conduct surveys of food business activity under their jurisdiction to
ensure a comprehensive and reliable database of FBOs and ensure better enforcement and administration of the
FSS Act.

Ministry of Health and Family and Welfare should ensure accreditation of all state food laboratories, pertaining
to equipment and functionality of the lab.

Q) Analyse the progress made by state governments in expanding digital governance
through various e-governance initiatives. (250 Words)

Livemint

Introduction:

1.

2.

3.

Just like US states, Indian states can serve as laboratories of democracy—and their experiments are getting more
and more cutting edge.

States made digital governance a focus of their reforms across a wide variety of sectors. Their efforts showed
that states recognize the importance of citizen involvement as a link to political support.

Easy access to governance

> Nagaland has moved its entire Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme payment
architecture to digital payments. Workers’ wages will now be credited directly to their bank accounts,
increasing transparency and minimizing opportunities for fraud.

» Maharashtra launched the MahaDBT portal, which will allow beneficiaries of all state government schemes
to have cash benefits deposited directly into their bank accounts.

> Six states (Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Gujarat, Telangana and Uttar Pradesh) as well as the
Union territory of Puducherry announced that they would use the Central government e-marketplace (GeM)
to conduct procurements.

> Karnataka’s agriculture department is working with Microsoft to use Big Data to develop a price forecasting
model that will help farmers determine what crops to plant to obtain the best return on their investment.

> In a boost for manual labourers, the Punjab labour department has decided to use an online portal to
register construction workers and to increase transparency and accuracy in the distribution of benefits to
them.

Enhancing capabilities of masses

> Gujarat signed a memorandum of understanding with Google to advance its ‘Digital Gujarat’ agenda to train
small and medium entrepreneurs to use digital platforms for business development

» Haryana’s chief minister partnered with the Dell Foundation to create a cell in his office to lead efforts to
raise the quality of education and skills training in the state.

> Chhattisgarh has decided that empowering women through distribution of smartphones will be a way to
improve access to services and information which can be used to conduct small business.

> West Bengal has decided to launch a new portal to support a new state agency created by the passage of the
state’s Single Window System Bill to expedite industrial clearances for businesses.

Delivery of healthcare services

» Telangana signed a memorandum of understanding with Microsoft India to use cloud-based analytics to
improve the state’s child-health screenings. The programme will draw on the Big Data contained in
Microsoft’s Intelligent Network for Eyecare to catch vision issues before they are detectable.

> Telangana, specifically Hyderabad, is also home to a pilot of digital health records that will test whether
digitization can increase access to state-provided benefits for women and children while also reducing the
administrative load.
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» Karnataka is partnering with Tata Trusts to open a health services hub that will use digitization of health
records to better track whether area residents are receiving benefits using Aadhar. The project hopes to
increase use of local primary healthcare centres by 50%.

> Uttar Pradesh will introduce telemedicine clinics to expand healthcare reach to citizens who are not in areas
with easy access to hospitals. Control rooms in five cities will be armed with a team of doctors available 24x7
to provide consultations to patients.

Way forward

Digital governance holds out the exciting possibility that even India’s smallest and least-developed states can see
huge gains in their governance capabilities.

Given the global interest in the potential for innovation in this area, states should have no trouble finding partners
willing to provide funds and expertise.

But truly achieving the potential for digital innovation requires that state governments be willing to accept the
need for transparency and reform.

Q) Net neutrality is the human right in the digital age. Comment. (150 Words)

The Hindu

Introduction:

A human right represents an uncompromising principle of social discourse that is an absolute necessity for a
dignified human life. The nature of rights changes with changes in society and civilisation. In Digital Age, net
neutrality is one such uncompromising principle.

Net Neutrality refers to the unbiased treatment of all internet websites, portals and services by an internet service
provider (ISP) in matters of allocating bandwidth and traffic. Net neutrality is at the core of an open Internet that
does not allow for content discrimination by ISPs.

Net neutrality is the principle that Internet service providers must treat all data on the Internet the same, and
not discriminate or charge differently by user, content, website, platform, application, type of attached
equipment, or method of communication.

For instance, under these principles, internet service providers are unable to intentionally block, slow down or
charge money for specific websites and online content.

The term was coined by Columbia University media law professor Tim Wu in 2003, as an extension of the
longstanding concept of a common carrier, which was used to describe the role of telephone systems.

Arguments in favour

This principle has allowed the burgeoning of the Internet, from one as a means of communication and a
destination for information to becoming a parallel, virtual universe that caters to social interactions, business,
knowledge dissemination, and entertainment among other things.

Net neutrality inviolability has been built into the structure of the Internet itself — in its layers and
protocols that allow for seamless access to any networked device in the world irrespective of the nature of the
physical infrastructure that has built the network.

It prevents discrimination against small entrepreneurs, fosters the spirit of competition and merit, nurtures the
democratic nature of internet, provides fertile ground for innovation, and research and development, and
protects the privacy.

Compromise in net neutrality will lead to control of internet by a few corporation. Big Data, Artificial Intelligence
and Cryptocurrencies functions over internet only. Control of these technologies can gain them a
disproportionate and all-encompassing power over society.

Almost all human activities are part of the internet. Personal relations, marriage, media, social media,
communication, politics, entertainment, sports, stock market, health, education and so on, all make use of
internet in one way or another way.
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Arguments against net neutrality

= Broadband content should be regulated as a service delivery much like phone services are. Net neutrality dis-
incentivised ISPs from improving or increasing investment in Internet infrastructure.

Conclusion

= The way internet has been weaved through our social, political and economic fabric it becomes imperative to
have net neutrality.

= TRAIl has maintained that net neutrality is the core principle of internet governance, but more needs to be done
to create awareness of “net neutrality as a human right”.

Topic: Role of civil services in a democracy

Q) The focus of police reform should really be on reorganising criminal
administration. Comment. (150 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:

= NCRB date presents a dismal picture of the key performance statistic with only 47% convictions in Indian Penal
Code (IPC) crimes at the national level.

= Criminal justice system in India is engulfed with issues of redundant laws of 19th century and issues of weak
institutional and infrastructure flaws that makes the condition of victim pathetic to get justice.

Issues with Criminal justice system are:
= Lack of infrastructure like forensic lab, DNA testings, use of ICT in courts etc.
= Procedural issues like no separation between investigation of crime and law and order maintenance.
= Non independence of prosecutor to frame charges and guide investigation.
= Large number of undertrial and tardy court procedures.
= Lack of distinction between social legislation and criminal legislation.
=  Short time punishment made people victim of criminal indoctrination and societal apathy.
Therefore Police reform is made feasible through reforming of criminal administration such as:
= Availability of infrastructure such as Forensic lab, E-Courts, use of CCTV and so on.
= Procedural reforms like fast track courts, removal of redundant laws, community policing and so on.
= Independence to Prosecutor to frame charge and guide investigation.
= Separation of investigation from law and order maintenance.

= Separation of operational responsibility with accountability. Ex-UK Mayor provide priorities with operational
freedom to commissioner accountable to him.

= Fines by Magistrate for small crimes to promote behavioural changes.
= Social legislation such as liquor and motor vehicle be deal separately from crimes in IPC.

Thus, Police is part of criminal justice whose substantial reform depends on whole reformation of criminal justice
system.
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Q) IAS-IPS Turf Wars Are Not Good For Governance. Discuss the gravity and
ramifications of turf wars between IAS and IPS, and measures needed to address
tussle between these two All India services. (250 Words)

The Wire
Prioritise the nation and its people
= What is good for the IAS is not necessarily good for the country, and the same thing applies to the IPS.
= Their tendency to arrogate themselves to the colonial mai-baap status needs a reality check.
Complex political economy and thus no expertise
= In an age of specialisation and digitisation, the IAS can’t expect themselves to be experts on everything.
Non-parity between IAS-IPS

= Thereis a lot of bad blood between the IAS and IPS over issues like pay parity, promotions, central empanelment
and avenues for deputation and foreign degrees and training courses.

Colonial mindset of superiority exists for other services as well

= There is something painfully similar to the way the IAS behave when it comes to the IPS and the way the IPS
behave when it comes to their own constabulary and the cadre officers of the central armed police forces.

= There is a lot of living in bad faith involved in everyone’s conduct.

= The IPS have an association of their own. But are they comfortable with the idea of their constabulary forming
an association to fight for their causes?

= This affects the morale of those serving in government services and thus governance.
Way forward
= The clique-based loyalty of the trade union variety won’t be of much use in a democracy. History is a witness.

= Turf wars won’t help them run an India that has 21st-century aspirations, with a 19th-century bureaucracy and
its aura of entitlement using 18th-century laws.

Topic: Pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity

Q) Do party leaders and their ideological messages influence people in deciding their
voting behaviour in India? Examine the other factors that influence voters. (150
Words)

The Hindu
Ideology as a factor

= |n the 2009 and 2014 NES, Lokniti-CSDS asked voters what mattered more to them when they were deciding
whom to vote for in the recent election — the party or the candidate?

= Thedata presented show that party-level characteristics were the most important
consideration against candidate-level characteristics, social network and clientelistic benefits (received or
expects to receive benefits, or has personal ties).

= |t signifies the importance of ideology where those who are attracted to a party’s overall programme or its
leadership.

Individual leader as a factor

= |deally, in a parliamentary democracy, the responsibility of communicating the party’s ideological vision should
lie with the party itself. However, in India, parties across the board are weakly institutionalised.

= Asaresult, leaders and their parties have become mirror reflections of each other.

= There is no distinction between the two as far as the ideological message is concerned.
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= The widespread grief after the deaths of political leaders such as Y.S.R Reddy, Bal Thackeray, Kanshiram and
Jayalalithaa could testify that the hold of such leaders on the masses in India cannot be explained simply by a
transactional arrangement between them, brokered by middlemen.

Middlemen to access services as a factor

= Middlemen help citizens get documents, navigate the bureaucracy, access the benefits of government schemes
and other such things, and thus they have “control” over voters’ choice on election day.

= Local politicians protect and nurture middlemen who mobilise voters on their behalf during elections.

= There is no doubt that politicians in India serve as providers of patronage to citizens.

Q) Why is intraparty democracy important in Indian polity? Why is it lacking and
what measures are needed to ensure intraparty democracy? Examine. (250 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:

= In India, there is no real movement towards democratisation of parties; the selection of candidates, Chief
Ministers and office-bearers of party units is usually left to the discretion of a handful of leaders who take
decisions behind closed doors.

= India’s success in consolidating a democratic system of government has paradoxically forestalled pressure for
party reform.

= Electoral process is more representative but political parties look a lot like oligarchies. Most parties are
subservient to one supreme leader who can impose his/her offspring on the party, and even electoral defeat does
not loosen their control or hold over the party.

= Political parties — with the exception of the Left parties — still refuse to lay down settled and predictable
procedures for almost everything they do, from the selection of candidates to the framing of a manifesto.

Measures needed to ensure intraparty democracy
1) Institutionalization against leader centricity
o The more significant issue is the lack of institutionalisation and, partly as a consequence, democratisation.

o The biggest weakness of parties is that they are leader-centric and most leaders are unwilling to
institutionalise procedures for the selection of candidates and increase the participation of members in
party functioning to prevent elite capture from getting entrenched.

o This has proved detrimental to the political system as it impedes the growth of broad-based non-sectarian
parties which can effectively articulate and aggregate a variety of interests.

2) Broaden the functions of parties against merely winning elections

o Party organisations have been reduced into election-winning machines, which depend for their success on
the charisma of the leader and their capacity to win elections.

o The privileging of elections at the expense of other aspects of the democratic process implies that parties
are inattentive to the need for constant organisational change and renewal.

o Leaders are valued for their capacity to attract crowds and raise funds as elections become more and more
expensive.

3) Control on party funding be decentralised

o The opacity of political financing, necessitates ‘unhindered top-down control’ and ‘absolute loyalty down
the line’, argues political scientist, E. Sridharan.

o If party funds are raised and controlled centrally, this weakens the State units and rank and file vis-a-vis
the central leadership on a range of issues including leadership selection and nominations for elections.
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o It also discourages democratisation as this would limit their power to accumulate wealth or amass a fortune
or promote personal power at the expense of public interest.

Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations.

Q) “Pakistan’s original sin is its construction and treatment of Ahmadis.” Discuss
critically why anti-Ahmadism in Pakistan is threatening its socio-political fabric.
(250 Words)

The Indian Express

What is Original Sin?

= Most nations often labour under the shadow of an original sin. This is a form of injustice that inflects the nation’s
identity.

= [t often acquires a power of its own such that it rears its head even in attempts to overcome it. Its shadow continues
to govern and distort politics in deep ways.

Role of state to address social injustice

= Race and the legacy of slavery are such issues for the United States; arguably caste and communalism arising
from the shadow of Partition for India. In both these cases, the state and political culture have tried to overcome
them, with some success.

Pakistan’s state role contrary

= In countries where the state itself perpetuates its original sin, however, there is likely to be chaos. A good example
of this is Pakistan.

= Pakistan’s original sin is its construction and treatment of Ahmadis.

= Anti-Ahmadism, arguably, cuts even deeper than anti-Indianism in more intimate and existential ways. It has
become more central to Pakistan’s identity as a state.

= |t makes the state, and loyalty to the state, depend upon deep theological adjudication.
= |t makes the state, not the protector of freedom, but the custodian of belief — to furnish its Islamic credentials.
Pakistan founding priciples

= |gbal, who had a complicated relationship with Ahmadis in his early life, finally began to argue that Ahmadis were
both a threat to the unity of Islam, and he argued, to India as well.

= By denying the finality of the Prophet and the oneness of god, they were denying the essence of Muslimhood.
= He advocated a peculiar toleration for them as a separate community. But they could not identify as Muslims.
Consequences on society

= There were riots on this issue as early as 1953, and in 1974, amendments to the constitution declared Ahmadis
non-Muslim.

Q) In the light of the recent developments, critically comment on India’s position
on Palestine. (150 Words)

The Wire
Introduction:

“There is No Permanent Enemy or Friend vis-a-vis Foreign Relations But Only Convergence or Divergence of
Interest.”

This is discernible from India’s present foreign policy which is shifting from Non-Alignment to Strategic Alignment.
The strategic Alignment is visible from India’s de-hyphenated foreign policy with Israel-Palestine.

With recent developments, the critics say that there has been a shift in India’s position with Palestine.
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India’s disposition towards Israel

= The recent visit of India’s PM to Israel, declaring Israel as Strategic Partner, consolidating defense agreements
particularly besides hosts of other agreements.

Impulsive Attitude of Trump Administration

= Thisis conspicuous from recent US stand on Jerusalem to declare it as the capital of Israel, which is a controversial
issue in not only Palestine, but also the entire Muslim world.

India’s Position on Palestine

= India’s position on Palestine is independent and consistent. It is shaped by our views and interests, and not
determined by any third country.

= Along with political support, India has been contributing material and technical assistance to the Palestinian
people.

= In 2016 India pledged a USD 1.25 million to the UN relief agency for Palestinian refugees
= India has always been a leading partner in educational support and capacity building process
= The recent visit of India’s President to Palestine manifests India’s support to Palestine cause is still intact.
= The critics view is that Indian policy is certainly affected by US in recent times.
Why Indian Policy shouldn’t change?
1. Avert Islamic terrorism

e Peace and stability in the Middle East is, perhaps, the most important imperative of Indian foreign policy,
and it will be adversely affected by the dynamics that Trump’s policies will unleash.

e The US decision, against international consensus, could well stoke off further instability in the volatile region
and lead to yet another bout of Islamist radicalism — all matters of direct concern for India.

2. Oil dependence on Middle East

e Some 70% of our oil comes from the region, seven million of our citizens work there. Four times in recent
history, India has had to evacuate its nationals from the region; in 1990 from Kuwait, Lebanon in 2006, Libya
in 2011 and Yemen in 2015.

3. Chinese diplomatic aggressions

e China like Rohingya issue in Myanmar is actively asserting its diplomatic profile to resolve issues in Israel and
Palestine against the US polices. It is favouring solutions like “Two states” as initially propounded by India.

e It will lead to ceding of space for India.
Conclusion

However, it would be too early to say that India has changed its pro-Arab historical stance on the Israel-Palestine
conflict. At the same time it can’t be denied that in recent time India have disposed from towards Israel.

Q) Why is it imperative for India to remember that Chabahar is an SEZ and not an
exclusive project handed over to India? Comment. (150 Words)

Livemint
Introduction:

= Despite both India and Iran peddling the overhyped narrative of “civilizational ties” being the bedrock of the
bilateral relationship, it is, in fact, hard, unemotional economics that drives the engagement.

Why India needs to be cautionary?
1. Iran hesitance

e Chabahar is a Special Economic Zone (SEZ) and not an exclusive project handed over to India, and Iran has
reiterated this point multiple times.
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Chabahar has got an altogether different lease of life in the Indian discourse compared to the Iranian one.
India’s access to Chabahar is predominantly seen as a counter-balance to the port of Gwadar

In fact, Chabahar and Gwadar even have a sister-cities agreement, promoting trade and people-to-people
ties between the ports even as New Delhi pitches the two against each other.

2. Chinese offers to Iran

Compared to Beijing’s already full control of Gwadar, China has already activated a $10 billion credit line to
Tehran, with another $15 billion one close to fruition.

China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has been successful in taking large chunks of projects away from
Western companies in Iran.

3. Chinese infrastructure investment in Pakistan

India’s fears stem from the possibility of a build-up of Chinese naval presence in the near future, with China
committing around $60 billion in infrastructure investments in Pakistan.

4. Chinese military buildup in Indian Ocean

The protection of this vast investment will lead China to increase its military footprint in the seas around
South Asia.

To put it in perspective, 2013 saw no Chinese naval submarines in the waters of the Indian Ocean, while this
has jumped to an average of seven-eight such ships in 2017. While these movements include anti-piracy
operations, it raises the question of why submarines are required to tackle glorified tugboats and modified
motorboats off the African coast.

These movements, of course, are now backed further by Beijing’s first overseas permanent military
installation in Djibouti.

The probability of such a build-up weighs heavy on Indian strategists’ minds, and Chabahar is often seen as
the ideal balancing option.

5. India’s growing relationship with US

The trade of hydrocarbons is the largest chunk of Indo-Iranian ties, and, at the peak of American sanctions
against Tehran over its nuclear programme, India had the hard task of balancing American pressure in order
to minimize any long-term damage between the two countries as Iran pushed for financial clearances from
India to the tune of nearly $6 billion in pending oil payments.

Even as India informed Iran of its inability to do so, due to sanctions, the then government of president
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad persisted, often threatening New Delhi that it could lose stakes in projects such as
Chabahar port, the Farzad B gas field and so on if it did not defy Washington.

Conclusion

= Emerging from those times relatively unscathed, India has managed to keep its foot in the door to protect its
interests and revived the narrative of Chabahar’s importance.

= However, the security dimension is based on a preferential approach towards Indian interests rather than one
based on exclusivity by Tehran, making it much more of a high stakes game for New Delhi, which does not have
a mature grand-strategy design around its foreign policy.
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Q) The cultural ecology of Gwadar and Chabahar have the potential to become part
of Indian soft-power diplomacy. Analyse. (250 Words)

The Indian Express

Introduction:

= The geopolitics around the Indian Ocean has placed Gwadar and Chabahar at the centre stage of an engaging
chess game of power. The two ports also have the potential to become part of Indian soft-power diplomacy.

= The cultural ecology of Gwadar and Chabahar, defined by the idea of “Baloch”, make them suitable for such a
project.

Baloch Cultural heritage

= The Baloch, a semi-nomadic and pastoral community, carry the collective memory of West, Central and South
Asia along with the recollections of their connections to the Greeks, as part of their cultural heritage.

=  While they are Muslims, the strains of other beliefs such as Hinduism, Zoroastrianism and Sufism influence
various aspects of the Balochi cultural heritage.

= Their language, bardic traditions and traditional knowledge skills comprising linguistics, crafts, performing arts,
rituals, and pastoral and agricultural traditions recall a cultural map of different parts of Asia. They encompass an
ethos forged through ideas exchanged over centuries through land and sea routes.

Conclusion

= While the association of Balochistan with economics, security and other areas of hard diplomacy is well-known,
its shared cultural heritage with communities in India makes it amenable to soft power diplomacy.

= Besides being a part of road and ocean routes, Balochistan can also be a part of a skill corridor. The creation of
such a corridor — facilitated by shared cultural ecology and traditional knowledge systems — could lead
sustainable skill programmes that draw on people-to-people contact at the grass roots level.

Q) Post Doklam issue, what efforts are being made by India and China to repair their
relationship? Critically examine. (150 Words)

The Indian Express

Introduction:

=  What's new, though, is the fact that Beijing and Delhi are finally acknowledging the deeply problematic nature
of the relationship.

= This public admission of trouble is a welcome departure from the entrenched habit of sweeping differences
under the carpet and masking problems with grandiose rhetoric on “building a new Asian century” and
“promoting multipolar world”.

Post -Doklam
1. Chinese insistence for “new” relationship with India

e The idea that the two sides must “turn to a new page” has been articulated frequently, in recent times by
the Chinese ambassador to India, Luo Zhaohui.

e One of his proposals is to sign a “treaty of good neighbourliness and friendly cooperation”.

e |ndia and China have had a tradition of hoary declarations that created an illusion of mutual understanding
but deepened mutual distrust. The declaratory approach was of no help in addressing the real disputes over
territorial sovereignty.

e As Beijing’s comprehensive national power has grown, it has become more assertive on territorial disputes
and its appetite for risk taking has increased. India, which took peace on the border for granted until
recently, is ready to throw everything it has to prevent any further weakening of its position.

e Without a renewed effort to resolve the boundary dispute, the Sino-Indian frontier is unlikely to remain
tranquil.
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o Panchsheel agreement signed in 1954 was of no help in resolving the difficulties over Tibet and the
boundary that emerged in the late 1950s.

e What we need now is not another declaration but steps that address the core problems in the relationship
that generate the mistrust.

2. OnBRI

o If the Chinese leadership has invested much personal and political capital on the BRI, India’s concerns have
been so deep that Delhi took the unusual step of publicly criticising the BRI and staying away from it.

e China insists that the BRI is a win-win for both; Delhi fears it might just mean two wins for Beijing.
e Delhi, however, has also said it is open to a dialogue with Beijing on the BRI. China is yet to respond.

e Unconditional bilateral discussions on the BRI make good sense. After all, both Delhi and Beijing say they are
eager to promote connectivity in their shared neighbourhood.

Conclusion

= As the stronger power today, China might think it can afford to be unilateral — on the frontier as well regional
economic initiatives.

=  Without a return to genuine bilateralism that takes into account the interests of both parties, Beijing will find
the chasm with Delhi continues to deepen.

Q) Without formal government bilateral talks, how can cultural and intellectual
interactions help improve bilateral relationship meanwhile? What are the challenges
these kinds of interactions face? Discuss critically. (250 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:

Cultural and intellectual interaction has been a bedrock of soft diplomacy for creating robust bilateral relationship
among various countries.

In following way they help in improving the bilateral relationship —
1. Gltags

» They promote economic trade between the two nations when one f the nations carry Gl tags. In case of
ancient civilisations like India, it is of utmost importance.
> India Gl tag products are quite famous in foreign countries and thus they give boost to trade.

2. Traditional practices gaining popularity worldwide

» They create a sense of belongingness in the heart of people for other country.
> Yoga has become quite famous throughout the world in recent decades. After the UN declared
International Yoga Day in 2015, Indian government is capitalising on this particular soft power.

3. Knowledge dissemination
» They allow for transfer of knowledge, skills and technological exchange between countries.
4. Enhances people to people relationships

» It encourage people to people interaction and allow to know more about best cultural practices of
different countries.
» It therefore in turn act as hedge against political conflicts.

Challenges
1. Ideological conflicts

» The shared heritage between India and Pakistan has been trumped by civilisational and ideological
conflicts.
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2. Low political will

» Proponents as well as opponents of soft power often conflates it with communal overtones to further
their personal interests.

3. Geopolitical games
» China and US involvement in the subcontinent has reduced the efficacy of soft power tools.

Cultural and intellectual interaction should be promoted so that issue would be solved by bilateral talks, love and
compassion rather than by force. Government should provide platform for such interaction whenever required

Q) India’s vote at the UN is in line with its leading power ambitions, and not just a
legacy of nonalignment. Comment. (250 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:

= India’s Jerusalem vote can be interpreted as a continuing adherence to its traditional policy of nonalignment. But
a more appropriate interpretation of the vote is possible within the framework of India’s leading power
ambitions.

= India supported a move by Mauritius to take its sovereignty claims over the British-controlled Chagos Archipelago
in the Indian Ocean to the International Court of Justice (ICJ), against the wishes of the U.S.

= In November when India won a seat on the ICJ, in spite of active opposition from the U.S.
Leading power ambition

= The goal is to transform India from being a ‘balancing power’ to a ‘leading power’ on the international stage.
U.S. President Donald Trump’s National Security Strategy released recently offers support for this aspiration of
India to emerge as a ‘leading power.’

= Supporters of the ‘leading power’ doctrine often argue, rightly, that India must be more forthright and articulate
in expressing its position on issues confronting the world. As it did, for instance, by speaking up on the Belt and
Road Initiative. So, abstaining was not an attractive option for an aspiring leading power.

1. Possibilities in US’s transition phase

» Asthe U.S. under Mr. Trump is undergoing a transition from being a hegemon to being a bully in its leadership
role, the disruptive streak opens new possibilities for India’s leading power ambitions, but that cannot be
achieved by blindly following American diktats.

» Mauritius wanted the UNGA to request the ICJ to issue an advisory opinion on its sovereignty claim over
archipelago as it considers it as an unfinished agenda of decolonisation. The U.S. recognises U.K. sovereignty
over the territory of Chagos Archipelago and they jointly operate the Diego Garcia military base there. India
voted in support of the resolution, overcoming the fear of a bilateral dispute being taken to ICJ. “The process
of decolonisation that started with our own independence, still remains unfinished seven decades later,”
India’s Permanent Representative to the UN, Syed Akbaruddin, said in a statement on India’s vote.

> In November, the U.S. supported the U.K. in its contest against India for an ICJ seat, as did all other
permanent members of the Security Council. India stood its ground and won the day as the UNGA
overwhelmingly supported it, forcing other permanent members to limit their support to the U.K., which
finally withdrew its candidate.

2. Staying with global groupings and general opinion

> India keeps itself in the company of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) and BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India,
China, South Africa), groupings that India continues to value.

> While BRICS and the SCO stayed together, the American-led NATO split on the issue, and even the Five Eyes
countries of the English-speaking West — Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the U.K. and the U.S. — did not
stay together on most crucial votes in the UN in recent times.

Conclusion
= Leading power ambitions are not realised by declaring unquestioning allegiance to anyone.
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= Three UNGA votes over six months are more about multilateral diplomacy coming of age. India can be great
friends with the U.S. and Israel and still disagree with them on some issues.

Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or
affecting India’s interests

Q) What were the objectives of the New Delhi Declaration signed between India and
Iran? Have they been realised? Critically examine. (250 Words)

The Indian Express

Introduction:

e InJanuary 2003, when Iran’s President Khatami visited India as the chief guest for the Republic Day celebrations,
he and then-Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee signed on an ambitious roadmap of strategic cooperation.

o Among the key projects agreed on was Chabahar, which held the potential to link the South Asian subcontinent
to the Persian Gulf, Afghanistan, Central Asia and Europe.

e At a press conference, Vajpayee said that the two countries were determined to “consolidate, expand and
diversify” bilateral relations, with clear targets to be achieved over the “next five years”, or by 2008.

Objectives envisaged under New Delhi Declaration
1. Economic relations — Transport Corridors and Energy security

In the New Delhi Declaration they signed, the two leaders recognised that their “growing strategic convergence
needs to be underpinned with a strong economic relationship”.

In boosting the economic content of ties, the focus was on building transport corridors and deepening energy
cooperation.

2. Transit to Afghanistan bypassing Pakistan

India’s ambition of reaching Afghanistan — since Pakistan had blocked land transit and access through its
territory — fuelled the need for developing the strategic project of Chabahar.

Why not realised fully?

= US declaration of Iran being one of the “axis of evil” — along with Irag and North Korea —pushed New Delhi to
abandon its strategic relationship with Tehran.

= The relations gathered momentum in 2015 as the Iran-P-5+1 talks bore fruition and geopolitics took a new
direction.

= In 2017, the new US administration’s attitude towards Iran is again bitter.
Way forward

= New Delhi appears determined to stay the course since it believes the benefits of the Chabahar project are
clear. Delhi’s approach also stems from the fact that China is aggressively pursuing its own Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) under Chinese President Xi Jinping’s One Belt One Road (OBOR) project —many in Delhi view this
as one of India’s projects to counter Xi’s BRI

= Indian policymakers will have to use the Chabahar project as a lynchpin to integrate it with its larger
connectivity project — the International North South Transport Corridor (INSTC).

= The INSTC, initiated in 2000 by Russia, India and Iran, is a multi-modal transportation route linking the Indian
Ocean and the Persian Gulf to the Caspian Sea via Iran, and onward to northern Europe via St Petersburg in Russia.
The INSTC envisages the movement of goods from Mumbai, India to Bandar Abbas, Iran, by sea, from Bandar
Abbas to Bandar-e-Anzali, an Iranian port on the Caspian Sea, by road, from Bandar-e-Anzali to Astrakhan, a
Caspian port in the Russian Federation, by ship across the Caspian Sea, and thereafter into the Russian Federation
and further into Europe by Russian Railways.
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Q) Discuss critically features of India’s foreign policy vis a vis Central Eurasia. (250
Words)

The Indian Express

Introduction:
= Delhiis yet to come to grips with continental Eurasia.

= Indian political and policy establishment, long brought up on the notion that Europe and Asia are different,
must adapt to their slow but certain integration into a single geopolitical theatre.

India’s options
1. Chabahar port

= The Chabahar port on the south-eastern coast of Iran opens up not just an alternative route to Afghanistan but
also facilitates India’s overland connectivity with Central Eurasia.

2. SCO

= Shanghai Cooperation Organisation covers the heart of Eurasia but is named after a city on China’s Pacific
coastline.

3. Partnership with Russia

= InRussia, the Eurasian idea has a special resonance. Eurasia is supposed to represent a unique cultural, spiritual
and geographic space that is neither east nor west.

= For many in Russia, Eurasia invokes either the memories of the vast Russian empire or rekindles nostalgia for the
Soviet Union.

India losing
1. C-CEEC Summit

=  Annual summit of an organisation called C-CEEC that promotes cooperation between China and 16 Central and
East European Countries. It is more popularly known as “sixteen plus one”.

= That India is hardly interested in this new forum underlines the problem it has in dealing with a changing Eurasia.
2. Chinese overtures through infrastructure

= What is new to the debate, though, is China. Much in the manner that the rise of China is connecting up the
Pacific and Indian Oceans, Beijing is breaking down the idea that Europe and Asia are two different continents.

= More immediately, it is about the expanding Chinese economic and political influence in spaces that were once
dominated by either the West or Russia.

= But in exporting large amounts of capital for infrastructure development, drawing its economies east ward, and
creating new political groupings, China has begun to undermine the Western hubris and Russian self-regard in
Central Europe.

= [t also widens the strategic options for Central European states.
Way forward - India’s approach

= There is indeed a Eurasia Division in India’s ministry of external affairs that deals with a significant part of the
post-Soviet space. That is quite close to the most common usage of the term.

= Delhi’s world-view, traditionally defined in terms of an irreconcilable tension between “East and West”, “North
and South” or “Europe and Asia” is becoming unsustainable as China’s massive Silk Road Initiative begins to
integrate Europe with Asia.

= The old metrics of foreign policy purity in Delhi — distance from the West and solidarity with the East — make
no sense as Chinese expansion and American retrenchment reshape the political and economic geography of
Eurasia.

= [fthe Great Himalayan barrier and post-Partition geography have made it hard for India to develop connectivity
with inner Asia, Delhi has been reluctant to walk though the open door in Europe.
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= Focused as it is on bilateral relations with France, Germany and Russia, Delhi has neglected the European Union
and ignored Central Europe.

= Correcting this imbalance is the first step towards a more purposeful Indian engagement with Eurasia.

Q) Last week, the U.S. protested at the World Trade Organisation against China’s bid
for recognition as a market economy. What is market economy? Why does China
want this status? Why is the US opposing it? Also examine how will China’s elevation
as market economy affect India. (250 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:

A market economy is an economic system where decisions regarding investment, production, and distribution are
based on the interplay of supply and demand, which determines the prices of goods and services.

Under WTO norms, once a country gets MES status, its exports are subjected to minimum stipulated levies in the WTO
compliant countries.

Why China is seeking the status?

= |t seeks to make its exports competitive in the global market in the context of “Chinese normal” growth. The
exports will help it sustain its economic growth.

= There are also strategic reasons for China to pursue the status as it wants to capture the global markets as USA
is receding from globalisation. In the CPEC summit, Chinese President asserted “inclusive globalisation” of which
global trade is an integral part.

US Opposition

=  Western resistance to accord China the necessary recognition is rooted in concerns over a glut of Chinese
imports flooding domestic markets and causing job losses in the manufacturing sector.

=  Most importantly, it is important from US point of view to put constraints on the hegemonic tendencies of China
in the global market.

Impact on India

= In the economic terms, Chinese Market Economic Status will put Indian government in the cage to not put anti-
dumping duties. It will be significant as trade deficit with China is extremely huge.

= There are several sectors like chemicals, steel, electrical and electronics which will be hurt severely.

=  Further, the economic dependence on China for the products ranging from consumer goods to steel, the strategic
advantage will be accorded to China in case of war.

= India, being a developing country, seeks to diversify its market in Africa and Latin America which will be directly
impacted if China gets access on account of its status of Market Economy under WTO.

Q) India’s admittance into the Wassenaar Arrangement as its 42nd participating
member is a big step forward in its quest for formal acceptance as a responsible
nuclear power. Comment. (150 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:
= Wassenaar Arrangement is a multilateral export control regime

= Wassenaar Arrangement was founded in 1996, and is clubbed with mechanisms such as the Nuclear Suppliers
Group (NSG), the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) and the Australia Group.

= [ts stated aim is “to contribute to regional and international security and stability, by promoting transparency
and greater responsibility in transfers of conventional arms and dual-use goods and technologies, thus
preventing destabilising accumulations.”
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India’s admission

= India’s admittance into it as its 42nd participating member is a big step forward in its quest for formal acceptance
as a responsible nuclear power, as a non-signatory to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

= It comes on the heels of membership last year of the MTCR.

= Ever since India signed the 123 Agreement in 2005, the underlying assumption was that the United States would
help chaperone New Delhi into global nuclear acceptability after it separated its civil and military nuclear
programmes and plugged the loopholes to prevent diffusion of nuclear materials and technology in a way that is
demonstrably in line with best practices followed by the members of the NSG.

= However, over the past couple of years it has become evident that Delhi has to do most of the heavy lifting to
gain a seat at various global high tables.

Significance
= There is hope that a fresh momentum will be imparted to a future bid for the NSG.

= The Australia Group, which focusses on biological and chemical weapons, may be easier to crack given that
China is not a member.

=  Wassenaar Arrangement will embed India deeper in the global non-proliferation architecture and enable access
to critical technologies in the defence and space sectors.

Q) Critically evaluate ASEAN’s contribution to regional peace and security. (250
Words)

The Wire
Introduction:

= ASEAN was created with the Declaration of Bangkok in 1967 by its original members Indonesia, Malaysia,
Philippines, Singapore and Thailand.

= |t subsequently expanded to include Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam.
1. Success despite cultural diversity

e The general summary is that four waves of cultural influence shaped Southeast Asia: Indian, Chinese,
Muslim and Western — the fact that some of these are civilisational descriptors with a variety of ethnic
influences within the larger civilisations is an additional factor of complexity.

2. Solved ethnic conflicts

e Modern Southeast Asia, comprising mainland and maritime countries including Brunei Darussalam,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor Leste and Vietnam,
presents an example of varied cultures living together and thriving, despite the region experiencing decades
of conflicts.

e Despite its diversity, ASEAN has created a sense of community and identity which is unique from other
regions.

3. Sustaining globalisation

e At a time when western internationalism is in retreat and the future of regional organisations have been
questioned

o As the fear of communism faded, the founding leaders opened their markets by embracing a market-
oriented economy integrating the entire Southeast Asian region into a larger East Asian region.

e Anopen regionalism, in the way of accommodating external powers, has been the most visible
manifestations of ASEAN.
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4. ASEAN-led processes

o Through this, regional and extra-regional multilateral platforms that engages ASEAN with its dialogue
partners were created.

e These include the Annual Ministerial Meeting (AMM), Post-Ministerial Conference (PMC), Asia-Pacific
Economic Partnership (APEC) and ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF)

e Through these multilateral initiatives, ASEAN has maintained stable relations with the great powers in Asia.
Conclusion
=  Ownership of the organization must shift from the governments to the people

= Change the current stunted and severely limited secretariat into a vibrant institution that will serve ASEAN as
well

=  Promote ASEAN as a new beacon of hope for humanity

Q) To fulfil ambitions in Indo-Pacific and beyond, India must work for a cohesive
South Asia. Comment. (150 Words)

The Indian Express

= |f SAARC is a broken-down vehicle, India need another instrument, but cannot ignore or abandon the task of
building a largely cohesive and stable periphery, which is essential to prevent meddling by external powers
and realise our legitimate aspirations in the Indo-Pacific and beyond.

How to make South Asia cohesive?
1. Economic growth is primary

e QOur ability to manage our region and stature in the world depend to a considerable degree upon economic
success.

e The continent-sized Indian economy, growing at around 6 per cent, holds a tremendous attraction for our
neighbours.

2. Positive assymetry towards neighbours

e External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj’s assurance in an address in December 2014 that realising its special
responsibility in driving the locomotive of South Asian growth, India would “continue to institutionalise
positive asymmetry in favour of our neighbours and allow all to benefit from our economy and market”,
should be the leitmotif of our South Asia policies.

3. lJingoism not sustainable in diplomacy

e All our neighbours have certain vested interests opposed to India and it becomes necessary once in a while
to send a coercive message to them.

e This should, however, not alienate the constituencies that are well-disposed towards us.

e A jingoistic response, as opposed to discreet punitive action, to the provocations of the Pakistan security
establishment and its proxies ends up consolidating opinion there in favour of the provocateurs.

e The wisdom of restricting transit for Nepal to punish the short-sighted actions of its governments is also
qguestionable. The resulting hardship can turn the entire population against us.

4. Separate domestic politics from relations with neighbour

e Relations with our South Asian neighbours are intertwined with the interests of our states and certain
political constituencies.

e For example, the politics in Tamil Nadu over the Sri Lankan Tamils issue and our relationship with Pakistan
has become a subject of electoral politics in recent years.

e Inademocracy, such politics is unavoidable to an extent but carried out cynically, it could have unintended
consequences.
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5. Efficient project implementation in neighbouring countries

e The cost and time overruns that mar most of our projects at home due to cumbersome administrative and
financial procedures also afflicts our projects in neighbouring countries.

e Instead of complaining against interlopers from outside the region, we need to focus on improving our
project delivery.

6. Capitalise our cultural heritage

e Lastly, the pull of our soft power is the strongest in South Asia because India remains the repository of nearly
all linguistic, religious and cultural traditions of this region.

e Indiais the epitome of the South Asian diversity, which we have managed well in our vibrant democracy. Any
faltering on this count would impair not only our South Asia project, but also our global ambitions.

Q) Why is trade multilateralism in a state of crisis? Has multilateralism lost its
utility and relevance? Critically examine. (250 Words)

The Wire
The Hindu
Introduction:

Trade Multilateralism can be defined as the progress of world trade in goods and services at a scale covering and
connecting multiple economies. It stands for a regime of open and trade with very few restrictions. The WTO has been
established with the mandate of trade multilateralism and in ensuring the benefits of trade worldwide.

However, since the formation of WTO, a crisis has emerged in aspects of trade multilateralism. The reasons can be
attributed as follows

Areas where WTO faltered
1. Nature of the original agreements

» The original agreements have been one-sided denying full potential of global trade to be realised by
the poor countries.

2. North-South divide

» Asaresult, the north-south divide which persisted after the centuries of colonialism could not be bridged.
3. BRICS emergence as an alternative and lobby

» Aggression of the BRICS lobby on subsidies, agriculture and food security
4. Negotiations became extreme

> From secret anteroom negotiations and the subtle ways of global diplomacy, today, countries are quick
to state their extreme negotiation positions publicly—seemingly more for the benefit of their
constituencies at home.

» This makes negotiations more cumbersome.

5. Dispute settlement mechanism suffering and thus interests of small countries

» The dispute resolution mechanism, which has been in place since the WTO’s inception in 1995, has
served its purpose well.

» It has been a great leveller and has enabled smaller countries like Barbados and Antigua to take the US
to the Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) and prevail. It has been widely hailed as the biggest success of the
WTO.

» WTO dispute settlement mechanism involves consultations, panel proceedings, appellate body
proceedings, and implementation and enforcement. US has refused to participate in the appointment
of new judges to the appellate body. Members are usually appointed by consensus, and the US is a major
participant.

» The delays will compel WTO members to look for other solutions, potentially elsewhere.

> Outside the WTO system, weaker countries will be disadvantaged.
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6. Trump’s America First protectionism

» US policies will have long-term effects on global trade.
> Scrapping the Trans-Pacific Partnership agreement
» Undermining of the North Atlantic Free Trade Agreement

7. Weakened EU after Brexit

» Add to this mix a weakened EU and a Britain with a dire need to either be part of a robust multilateral
system or have its own trade agreements.

Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests,
Indian diaspora.

Q) Examine the factors that have shaped nuclear disarmament movement around
the world and the challenges this movement poses to nuclear power states. (250
Words)

EPW

Nuclear Disarmament movement

The very first resolution of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) First Committee on international
security from 1946 called for proposals for “the elimination from national armaments of atomic weapons and
of all other major weapons adaptable to mass destruction”.

Nevertheless, there has not been an international treaty that legally prohibits nuclear weapons.

That changed in July 2017, when 122 countries voted at the United Nations (UN) to adopt the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (or the Ban Treaty)

Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded to the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, in recognition
of its work over the past decade to make this treaty possible.

1990s

During the 1990s, there had been some developments aimed at furthering nuclear disarmament, most notably
the negotiation of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), the international agreement banning
explosive nuclear weapons tests, which was originally proposed in 1954 by Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru.

But, since the CTBT was negotiated in 1996, there had not been a single multilateral nuclear treaty for nearly a
decade when ICAN was initiated.

ICAN effect

Lack of action on disarmament by the five nuclear weapon states recognised by the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty was also an important driver for frustration amongst those seeking the elimination of nuclear weapons.

The Ban Treaty provides various mechanisms for increasing pressure on the nuclear weapon states to get rid of
their means of mass destruction. How successful this pressure will be remains to be seen.

To start with, the treaty creates the obligation, under Article 12, for signatories to practise disarmament
diplomacy by mandating that “each State Party shall encourage States not party to this Treaty to ratify, accept,
approve or accede to the Treaty, with the goal of universal adherence of all States to the Treaty”.

If Ban Treaty states follow this injunction, they must seek new kinds of official and public engagement with peace
movements and civil society and governments in weapons states.
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Q) Discuss the possible geographical, environmental and national security
implications for India of diverting the river Yarlung Tsangpo by China. (250 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:

= China is planning to divert the waters of the Yarlung Tsangpo (the upper stream of India’s Brahmaputra) to its
water-starved Xinjiang province

Geographical and environmental implications
1. Impact on downstream ecology and people

e Indian and Bangladeshi water experts have, understandably, raised alarm bells over the plan for the adverse
impacts it would have on downstream areas.
2. River interlinking affected

e Brahmaputrais an important resource for India’s own water diversion plans — the national river interlinking
project

e River interlinking project envisage to meet irrigation and other demands particularly, which now will have to
be met with exploitation of groundwater.
3. Energy production will be affected

e ltis considered a powerhouse to meet India’s energy demands in the future.

e Since India has higher use of fossil fuels, it was imperative to shift to renewable energy sources like
hydropower. Obviously, the environmental impact will be considerable in case Brahamputra is obstructed
in China on It.

National Security implications
1. Data sharing on Brahmaputra — a strategic ploy

e One, the Brahmaputra agreement between China and India is a suboptimal arrangement within broader
bilateral relations.

e As per the current agreement, China has thus far agreed to share hydrological data on the Yarlung
Tsangpo/Brahmaputra (YTB) during the monsoon season.

e Why did China agree to cooperate in the first place when it has clearly resisted doing so for years, and with
other riparian countries through which the Mekong flows? One of the explanations could be that this gesture
of cooperation aligns well with China’s broader political strategy of portraying an image of a ‘responsible
neighbour’.

2. Chinese multilateralism on water sharing

e Three, departing from the past, China’s approach to transboundary water sharing is shifting towards
multilateral arrangements.

e 1In 2015, China signed the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation (LMC) framework along with five other
countries through which the Mekong flows.

e This China-led multilateral agreement is an alternative to the Asian Development Bank-led Mekong River
Commission, which China never signed.

e The LMC aligns with China’s Belt and Road Initiative and focuses on land and water connectivity, besides
river management.

e In South Asia, China has been insistent in establishing greater ties with Bangladesh on flood forecasting,
water technologies, and water management.

e India, on the other hand, prefers bilateral relations, as it has with Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, and Bangladesh.

e By way of improving relationship with Bangladesh, China could well be aiming to encircle India to reach a
deal on the sharing of YTB that favours China’s objective of economic expansionism.
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Way forward

= A decade ago, India started planning multiple hydropower projects on the Brahmaputra as a reactive strategy
against Chinese dam-building activities on the upper reaches of the river.

= This strategy is informed by the international law of ‘prior appropriation’, which states that the first user gets
the rights to continue using that quantity of water.

= |t needs to de-emphasise China’s role for the time being and restrengthen its relationship with Bangladesh. It
needs to push the impending Teesta river agreement and restore its image as a responsible upper riparian.

= India needs to mirror its strength and firmness in negotiations with China on water rights.

Q) From India’s point of view, examine the significance of announcement of a free
trade agreement between the Maldives and China. (150 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:

Recently China and Maldives has concluded Free Trade Agreement. The announcement of a free trade agreement
between the Maldives and China is another sign of Beijing’s success in its outreach in South Asia.

This deal has raised various concerns in India for myriad reasons as follows
1) Economic — enhanced role for BRI forthcoming which India rejected

e The FTA points towards economic realisation of BRI.

e |tis compounded by the fact that China already has an FTA with Pakistan, and is exploring or negotiating FTAs
with Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Nepal.

e Huge investments can outbid India’s investment plans in the region

2) Political — Dissatisfaction with India

e India’s ongoing FTA with Maldives is at stake. Maldives political leadership has expressed displeasure over
India

e India also failed to tackle with Maldives domestic situation which helped China, particularly the opposition
which was not taken into account while finalising FTA with Maldives.

3) Security — militarization of South Asia

e The biggest worry for India is that the FTA will draw the Maldives more closely into China’s security net.

e Although Mr. Yameen has categorically stated that the Maldives will remain a “demilitarised zone”, there are
concerns that the PLA-Navy might be looking for a military base in the islands linked to projects in Djibouti,
Gwadar and Hambantota.

4) Strategic — Chinese increasing footprint in South Asia

e After its push for maritime linkages across the Indian Ocean, including naval exercises and port projects, and
for the enhancement of regional connectivity through the Belt and Road Initiative, China seems to be ready
to ramp up business ties across South Asia.

Way forward
= Collaboration with other nations for infrastructural development should be India’s top priority
= Restoring sovereignty of existing world order through multilateral pacts
= Break structural rigidity in multilateral engagements and induce flexibility of approach.

= Developing competitive advantage to counter Chinese diplomacy of economic trap. Skill development capacity
and service sector deliverable should be strengthened.

www.insightsonindia.com 75 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/07/6-indias-point-view-examine-significance-announcement-free-trade-agreement-maldives-china/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/07/6-indias-point-view-examine-significance-announcement-free-trade-agreement-maldives-china/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/island-hopping/article21285984.ece

Q) What are the possible consequences of the U.S. President Donald Trump’s decision
to recognise Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. In your opinion, what should be
India’s stance on this issue? (150 Words)

The Hindu
The Hindu
Introduction:

“There is No Permanent Enemy or Friend vis-a-vis Foreign Relations But Only Convergence or Divergence of
Interest.”

This is discernible from India’s present foreign policy which is shifting from Non-Alignment to Strategic Alignment. The
strategic Alignment is visible from India’s de-hyphenated foreign policy with Israel-Palestine.

With recent developments, the critics say that there has been a shift in India’s position with Palestine.
India’s disposition towards Israel

= The recent visit of India’s PM to Israel, declaring Israel as Strategic Partner, consolidating defense agreements
particularly besides hosts of other agreements.

Impulsive Attitude of Trump Administration

= Thisis conspicuous from recent US stand on Jerusalem to declare it as the capital of Israel, which is a controversial
issue in not only Palestine, but also the entire Muslim world.

India’s Position on Palestine

= India’s position on Palestine is independent and consistent. It is shaped by our views and interests, and not
determined by any third country.

= Along with political support, India has been contributing material and technical assistance to the Palestinian
people.

= In 2016 India pledged a USD 1.25 million to the UN relief agency for Palestinian refugees
= India has always been a leading partner in educational support and capacity building process
= The recent visit of India’s President to Palestine manifests India’s support to Palestine cause is still intact.
= The critics view is that Indian policy is certainly affected by US in recent times.
Why Indian Policy shouldn’t change?
Avert Islamic terrorism

= Peace and stability in the Middle East is, perhaps, the most important imperative of Indian foreign policy, and it
will be adversely affected by the dynamics that Trump’s policies will unleash.

= The US decision, against international consensus, could well stoke off further instability in the volatile region and
lead to yet another bout of Islamist radicalism — all matters of direct concern for India.

Oil dependence on Middle East

=  Some 70% of our oil comes from the region, seven million of our citizens work there. Four times in recent history,
India has had to evacuate its nationals from the region; in 1990 from Kuwait, Lebanon in 2006, Libya in 2011 and
Yemen in 2015.

Chinese diplomatic aggressions

= China like Rohingya issue in Myanmar is actively asserting its diplomatic profile to resolve issues in Israel and
Palestine against the US polcies. It is favouring solutions like “Two states” as initially propounded by India.

= |t will lead to ceding of space for India.
Conclusion

However, it would be too early to say that India has changed its pro-Arab historical stance on the Israel-Palestine
conflict. At the same time it can’t be denied that in recent time India have disposed from towards Israel.
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Q) Chinese involvement in peacekeeping, along with its higher funding contributions
will put Beijing in the driver’s seat in formulating peacekeeping mandates, thereby
affecting India in more ways than one. Analyse. (250 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:

= Chinais now the third-largest contributor to the UN’s regular budget and the second-largest contributor to the
peacekeeping budget.

= Having made a reluctant entry in peacekeeping, when it sent a small cadre of soldiers to Cambodia in
1992, Beijing has become the largest troop contributor among the permanent members of the UN Security
Council (UNSC).

Affecting India’s interests
1. Acceptance of China’s military strength

China’s participation in UN operations offers... a low-cost means of demonstrating their commitment to global
stability... and allay(s) fears about its military and economic strength.

2. India’s decreasing share vis-a-vis China
India’s contribution is only 0.737% when compared to China’s 7.92% and the U.S.’s 22%.
India’s record of peacekeeping

= India is losing out despite having provided almost 200,000 troops in nearly 50 of the 71 UN peacekeeping
missions over the past six decades.

= India has also sent scarce aviation assets including Canberra bombers to a UN Mission in Congo in the 1960s
and helicopters to Somalia, Sierra Leone and Sudan.

Way forward

= Peacekeeping missions are the raison d’etre of the UN and India’s generous contributions as far as
peacekeeping troops are concerned should be key in its argument to have a greater say in the affairs of the
UN.

= India must demand its pound of flesh.

Q) India’s strategic embrace of the US has failed to extend to the WTO. Comment.
(150 Words)

The Wire
India’s Strategic Embrace of the US Has Failed to Extend to the WTO. Comment.
India’s strategic embrace and WTO failure

= Over the last three years, India has proudly claimed to have built a deeper, strategic relationship with the United
States with Prime Minister Narendra Modi making a great number of high profile visits to America.

= However, despite this new paradigm of so-called “strategic embrace”, India doesn’t seem to have succeeded in
making the US budge on its key areas of economic interests at the WTO.

= The current ministerial level talks at Buenos Aires, Argentina, have collapsed largely because of US’s lack of will
to find solutions to the pressing problems of the developing world.

= USis not budging an inch from its past position that India is flouting WTO norms by procuring foodgrains from
farmers at prices which violate established norms and which, of course, are deemed to be patently unfair.

=  What’s more, on the most critical issue for India — a permanent solution to its public food stocking programme
which involves procuring food grains from millions of farmers - it is China that is on India’s side
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India’s position

= A permanent solution to the ‘Peace Clause’ will necessitate making clear that 1986-88 benchmark price would
be adjusted for inflation.

= That would give India flexibility to increase MSP for its key crops in line with movement in agriculture
production costs without breaching the 10% cap.

= India had vowed to keep WTO focus on the Doha development agenda and prevent inclusion of new issues.
1. Liberalisation of agriculture and services trade

¢ India, which has been pushing hard for further liberalisation of agriculture and services trade, has been
caught in a difficult situation as no outcome would be possible in these two areas unless all members agree.

e That means India will have to play ball with developed countries on new issues to secure their support to
ensure farm and services negotiations are not abandoned.

e India’s exports are stagnating while imports continue to increase, a trend that should worry the country
economic planners.

e So, it is very likely that India would try to find enhanced market access for merchandise and services
exports.

2. Consequent trade pacts bilaterally

e There will be now added pressure on India to sign bilateral and regional trade pacts. However, that is not
going to be easy.

e India has been trying to cut a bilateral free trade pact with the European Union. However, there is little sign
of talks being concluded anytime soon.

3. Free movement of professionals with EU and US

e India stands to gain from any agreement on free movement of professionals. However, the EU is seeking
quid pro quo in areas like legal services.

e It also wants India to lower customs duty on automobiles, wines and spirits.

e With both sides bargaining hard, talks are moving at a tardy pace, with no conclusion yet in sight.

e Securing a free trade pact with the US would be even more difficult for India, with American president
Trump openly following a protectionist policy to please his core political constituency.

e Given the way the US has tightened H-1B visa rules under the Trump presidency, it looks unlikely that it will
generously accept India’s demand for allowing free movement of professionals under mode 4 of the WTO
services agreement.

Q) What does Trump’s New National Security Strategy mean for India? Analyse. (250
Words)

The Wire
The Hindu
Livemint

= The new National Security Strategy (NSS) document unveiled by US President Donald Trump earlier this week
Positives
1. Acknowledgement of India’s emergence

e |t acknowledges “India’s emergence as a leading global power”.

2. India’s role in Indian Ocean

e It mentions plans to “encourage Indian economic assistance in the region”, and outlines U.S. support to
India’s “leadership role in Indian Ocean security and throughout the broader region” as a priority.

3. Critical of China’s sovereignity violations

e Mr. Trump’s views of China’s assault on the “sovereignty” of South Asian nations and of Pakistan’s
continued support to terror groups are closely aligned with India’s concerns in the neighbourhood.
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4. Encourage Central Asia and South Asia economic linkage

e NSS seeks to promote South Asian and Central Asian economic linkages, connectivity and trade. But it
remains to be seen if the US can persuade Islamabad to lift its blockade of India.

5. Critical of Pakistan terrorism

e US says it is seeking a Pakistan that “is not engaged in destabilising behaviour” and defines the principal US
goal as the need to prevent terrorist threats that impact the security of the US homeland and of its allies.

e |talso seeks to prevent “cross border terrorism that raises the prospect of military and nuclear tensions” and
in line with this, it declares that “an Indo-Pakistan military conflict that could lead to nuclear exchange
remains a key concern requiring consistent diplomatic attention.”

Negatives
1. Indian Ocean contours not very specific

e India is a priority area which deserves support for “its leadership role in Indian Ocean security and
throughout the broader region.”

e The document notes that the Indo-Pacific “stretches from the west coast of India to the western shores of
the US.”

2. India’s role limited to South East Asia and Western Pacific

e India is seen primarily in terms of the balance of power in relation to South East Asia and the Western
Pacific Ocean.

3. India not given role in Persian Gulf and North Arabian Sea

e But neither in the document, nor otherwise, does the most important external area of Indian concern — the
Persian Gulf and the North Arabian Sea — fit into the Indo-US conversation.

e Infact, when it comes to the Middle East, besides not figuring in US calculations, India may find itself on the
wrong side since the NSS goal is to “neutralise Iran’s malign activities in the region.”

Way forward

= India must be mindful, therefore, that in welcoming the U.S.’s categorisations of its security threats, it doesn’t
unthinkingly get swept into an American clinch.

= While the U.S. has talked of countering China’s influence in South Asia, it has not backed this with actual
financial assistance for infrastructure critical to the region.

= Equally, while Mr. Trump’s words on Pakistan and terrorism are sharp, the U.S. has yet to show its hand, either
in terms of military action or withholding of coalition support funds.

Q) India should remember that its primary area of concern is the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR), not the Indo-Pacific. Comment. (150 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:

India should be wary of any attempts at being pitted as a front in the U.S.’s efforts to check China’s rise. While the
notion of the Indo-Pacific sounds grandiose and enticing, India must not forget that its primary area of concern is the
Indian Ocean Region (IOR). Securing its position here is vital before venturing elsewhere.

Why Indian Ocean is important?
1. India’s status as balancing power

> India has always been wooed by both sides and has been a balancing power on the world stage.

> As its stature in global politics increases, it is in the nation’s as well as global interest that India remains a
balancing power. For instance, India’s vote in the UN General Assembly over Jerusalem should be seen in line
with a “rules-based world order.”
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2. Chinese assertion in Indian Ocean Region

» Chinese People’s Liberation Army that is “planning to explore the possibility of more foreign military outposts
in Africa, West Asia and other areas.

» For India, geographically the area of concern, and so the area of focus, should remain the IOR, stretching
from the Gulf of Aden to the Strait of Malacca.

» While reiterating its commitment to upholding the established laws of the global commons, New Delhi should
not go adrift in the larger Indo-Pacific.

3. Own responsibility in its own region than depending on other powers

> As more powers make inroads into this strategically crucial space, India must consolidate its position and not
expect others to do its job, for it would only mean ceding space in the long run.

Way forward
1. Capacity building in the neighborhood

> The tags of net security provider and leading global power would mean nothing if New Delhi cannot
undertake capacity building in its own backyard, be it South Asia or the IOR.

» While the offer of help from various countries to help expand India’s network in the region looks tempting,
it actually reflects India’s failure to establish its primacy in the region. Ideally, it should have been the other
way round: India guiding outside powers in its backyard.

» Over the last couple of months, there have been hectic parleys with various nations in various formats —
quadrilateral, trilateral, etc. But it cannot be at the expense of the neighbours.

> In the recently resurrected Quad, except India, for the other three the primary focus is the Pacific Ocean,
especially the South China Sea.

2. Expanding existing partnerships

> With Singapore’s assistance, India is also working out modalities for joint multilateral exercises with the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). India is also negotiating similar logistics agreements with
several other countries.

> Another initiative which fits the bill is the Goa Maritime Conclave hosted by the Indian navy last month
where Navy Chiefs and maritime heads of 10 Indian Ocean littoral states brainstormed on ways to improve
cooperation in the region. It is an India-led initiative where the navy has offered to share information of
maritime movement in real-time.

> This is the template for India to take forward to build its primacy in the IOR before venturing into adjacent
waters while also making sure that its interests are taken heed of while getting into various groupings and
not end up doing someone else’s bidding.

Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate.

Q) If a permanent Security Council seat is unavailable for India at UNSC, what other
options does it have on the table? Should India explore and accept them? Comment.
(250 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:

Indian and other countries of the UN general assembly have been asking for the reforms in United nations from late
1970s. One of the major demand in the reform process is acceptance of more members in the “Security council” and
equivalent representation of all the regions in this body.

Importance of UNSC for India
=  UNSC is by far more important from the national interest point of view.
= |t deals with questions of peace and security as well as terrorism

= |t has also developed a tendency to widen its ambit into other fields, including human rights and eventually
environment.
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= Since it is in permanent session, we have to try to be its member as often as possible.

But due to many reasons the permanent seat for India at security council seems not possible at the moment. But there
are many other options on table for India to strengthen it’s position in the council:

1. Non-permanent seat

e The provision of semi-permanent seats in the security council for long periods of 6-8 years with reelection
provisions is one such option. As India have adequate support in the General Assembly this provision looks
good for India.

2. Admission without veto power
e P5 members will be more willing to include India in the security council with their veto power protected.
3. Reform of veto power

e The provision of “Double Veto“, where two votes are needed to veto any provision can help India push
important provisions that are rejected due to veto by only China.

4. Representation in other bodies

e India could look for election or nomination to other important bodies like JC, Human rights council,
Committee on contribution etc of UN which are also very significant.

Feasibility of these options as per Indian interests

= Once granted admission in the security council even as semi permanent member India can push for more reforms
later on with an improved position.

= India can use these options to build it's image at the general assembly to build support for its candidature as
permanent security council member.

= The present stance of P5 members is not favourable towards reforms and till General assembly push for these
reforms India should have alternate system in place to secure its interest.

Conclusion

But even after accepting these options India needs to carry on with the push for reforms by working on developing
consensus among the members of General assembly. India should keep on contributing to the UN missions to improve
the already strong image at the world Arena.

Q) It is widely feared that the tension with North Korea could escalate into nuclear
war. In your opinion, how the world can resolve North Korea crisis peacefully?
Comment. (250 Words)

The Hindu
BBC
Introduction:

= The fresh round of economic sanctions imposed unanimously by the UN Security Council on North Korea is a
predictable response to mounting international frustration over the nuclear stand-off.

= The sanctions include an 89% curb on refined petroleum imports into North Korea, stringent inspections of ships
transferring fuel to the country, and the expulsion of thousands of North Koreans in other countries

= The stated aim of the sanctions regime has been to force North Korea to halt its nuclear programme and start
disarmament negotiations.

Why diplomacy is the only solution
1. North Korea military and nuclear capabilities
e Pyongyang now has the capability to hit parts of mainland America and its intermediate-range missiles can

easily target U.S. military bases in Japan and Guam
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e North Korea asserts that it will root out the United States threat and blackmail of nuclear war and solidly
defend the peace and stability of the Korean peninsula and the region

e |n September, North Korea detonated its sixth underground nuclear device, which it claimed was a hydrogen
bomb.

e The development has served as a reminder to the U.S. that the scope for military options may be increasingly
narrowing.

e The old carrot and stick policies will not work.

2. Avert nuclearisation of Japan and South Korea

e Military action may lead to nuclearisation in Japan and South Korea.
3. North Korea trade dependent on China than US

e Sanctions have limited utility because China accounts for 90% of North Korea’s foreign trade
4. China hesitant

e For China, a nuclear North Korea is a lesser threat than a regime collapse that could lead to a unified Korea
allied to the U.S.

5. US hard stance

e U.S. has also charged the North Korean government with the world-wide ‘WannaCry’ cyberattacks in May.

e Trump warned that the U.S. would be willing to take unilateral action if China was not able to rein in its
neighbour

6. China and Russia approach

e Ason previous occasions, Beijing and Moscow were able to impress upon the Security Council the potentially
destabilising and hence counterproductive impact of extreme measures.

e However, even as China and Russia approved the latest measures, they continued to state their preference
for diplomatic engagement.

o The last thing that China, which shares a long border with North Korea, wants is a war on its doorstep and
U.S. troops on its borders.

e This is significant given the intercontinental ballistic missile that Pyongyang launched in November,
which could deliver nuclear warheads anywhere in North America.

e China and Russia have been critical of North Korea’s missile and nuclear tests, proposing that if the U.S. and
South Korea were to suspend their joint military exercises, North Korea could agree to suspending its tests,
opening the way to a dialogue

Way forward

The old objectives of ‘denuclearisation’ and ‘reunification’ have to be set aside. North Korea’s nuclear capability
will have to be accepted, at least for the foreseeable future.

Mutual recognition will have to precede reunification and for this, the two Koreas need to begin a dialogue in
due course. Managing this requires closer understanding between the U.S. and South Korea than is currently on
display.

For Mr. Kim, the stakes are existential and parallel negotiations on political and nuclear tracks are needed if the
current crisis is to be averted.

Against this backdrop, a revival of stalled peace negotiations between the P-5 nations and North Korea may be
the only realistic alternative on the horizon.

The successful conclusion of the 2015 civilian nuclear agreement between the P-5 plus Germany and Iran affords
a constructive template to move ahead with North Korea.
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Q) The WTO has made limited progress over the past two decades on various issues
of significance. Do you think WTO as an institution is in decline? Critically
comment. (150 Words)

Livemint
Introduction:
= Previous rounds of ministerial meetings have resulted in very little progress.

= The last ‘low-hanging fruit’ the WTO was able to garner for its members was the Trade Facilitation Agreement
at the Bali ministerial in 2013. While this came as a lifesaver for the WTO in 2013, it had been on the cards since
the Doha Development Agenda in the 2001 ministerial.

= The 2015 ministerial in Nairobi did nothing much to enhance the WTQ’s stature.
Areas where WTO faltered
1. Nature of the original agreements

e The original agreements have been one-sided denying full potential of global trade to be realised by the
poor countries.

2. North-South divide

e Asaresult, the north-south divide which persisted after the centuries of colonialism could not be bridged.
3. BRICS emergence as an alternative and lobby

e Aggression of the BRICS lobby on subsidies, agriculture and food security
4. Negotiations became extreme

e From secret anteroom negotiations and the subtle ways of global diplomacy, today, countries are quick to
state their extreme negotiation positions publicly—seemingly more for the benefit of their constituencies
at home.

e This makes negotiations more cumbersome.
5. Dispute settlement mechanism suffering and thus interests of small countries

e The dispute resolution mechanism, which has been in place since the WTQO’s inception in 1995, has served
its purpose well.

e It has been a great leveller and has enabled smaller countries like Barbados and Antigua to take the US to
the Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) and prevail. It has been widely hailed as the biggest success of the WTO.

e WTO dispute settlement mechanism involves consultations, panel proceedings, appellate body
proceedings, and implementation and enforcement. US has refused to participate in the appointment of
new judges to the appellate body. Members are usually appointed by consensus, and the US is a major
participant.

e The delays will compel WTO members to look for other solutions, potentially elsewhere.
e Outside the WTO system, weaker countries will be disadvantaged.
6. Trump’s America First protectionism
e US policies will have long-term effects on global trade.
e Scrapping the Trans-Pacific Partnership agreement
e Undermining the North Atlantic Free Trade Agreement
7. Weakened EU after Brexit

e Add to this mix a weakened EU and a Britain with a dire need to either be part of a robust multilateral system
or have its own trade agreements.
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Way forward
= Global trade is no longer going to have the leadership from the Western world that it did.

= China, India, Brazil and Russia will have to fill the void. The pendulum of global trade is swinging from the richest
nations to the most populous ones.

Q) Do you think diplomacy is the only and final solution to resolve North Korea
crisis? Justify. (150 Words)

The Hindu
Introduction:

= The fresh round of economic sanctions imposed unanimously by the UN Security Council on North Korea is a
predictable response to mounting international frustration over the nuclear stand-off.

= The sanctions include an 89% curb on refined petroleum imports into North Korea, stringent inspections of ships
transferring fuel to the country, and the expulsion of thousands of North Koreans in other countries

= The stated aim of the sanctions regime has been to force North Korea to halt its nuclear programme and start
disarmament negotiations.

Why diplomacy is the only solution
1. North Korea military and nuclear capabilities

» Pyongyang now has the capability to hit parts of mainland America and its intermediate-range missiles
can easily target U.S. military bases in Japan and Guam

» North Korea asserts that it will root out the United States threat and blackmail of nuclear war and solidly
defend the peace and stability of the Korean peninsula and the region

» In September, North Korea detonated its sixth underground nuclear device, which it claimed was a
hydrogen bomb.

» The development has served as a reminder to the U.S. that the scope for military options may be
increasingly narrowing.

» The old carrot and stick policies will not work.

2. Avert nuclearisation of Japan and South Korea

» Military action may lead to nuclearisation in Japan and South Korea.
3. North Korea trade dependent on China than US

» Sanctions have limited utility because China accounts for 90% of North Korea’s foreign trade
4. China hesitant

» For China, a nuclear North Korea is a lesser threat than a regime collapse that could lead to a unified
Korea allied to the U.S.

US hard stance

= U.S. has also charged the North Korean government with the world-wide ‘WannaCry’ cyberattacks in May.

=  Trump warned that the U.S. would be willing to take unilateral action if China was not able to rein in its neighbour
China and Russia approach

= As on previous occasions, Beijing and Moscow were able to impress upon the Security Council the potentially
destabilising and hence counterproductive impact of extreme measures.

= However, even as China and Russia approved the latest measures, they continued to state their preference for
diplomatic engagement.

= The last thing that China, which shares a long border with North Korea, wants is a war on its doorstep and U.S.
troops on its borders.
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This is significant given the intercontinental ballistic missile that Pyongyang launched in November, which could
deliver nuclear warheads anywhere in North America.

China and Russia have been critical of North Korea’s missile and nuclear tests, proposing that if the U.S. and South
Korea were to suspend their joint military exercises, North Korea could agree to suspending its tests, opening the
way to a dialogue

Way forward

The old objectives of ‘denuclearisation’” and ‘reunification’ have to be set aside. North Korea’s nuclear capability
will have to be accepted, at least for the foreseeable future.

Mutual recognition will have to precede reunification and for this, the two Koreas need to begin a dialogue in
due course. Managing this requires closer understanding between the U.S. and South Korea than is currently on
display.

For Mr. Kim, the stakes are existential and parallel negotiations on political and nuclear tracks are needed if the
current crisis is to be averted.

Against this backdrop, a revival of stalled peace negotiations between the P-5 nations and North Korea may be
the only realistic alternative on the horizon.

The successful conclusion of the 2015 civilian nuclear agreement between the P-5 plus Germany and Iran affords
a constructive template to move ahead with North Korea.

www.insightsonindia.com 85 www.insightsias.com



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/

	Table of Contents
	General Studies Paper - II
	Topic:   Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions and basic structure
	Q) The judgement delivered by the Supreme Court in August 2016 in the case of Anita Thakur and Ors v Government of J&K and Ors 2007 is likely to be a landmark in constitutional actions against the state in the context of the right to protest and corre...
	Q) Analyse the nature and significance of Supreme Court’s recent judgements related to issues of fundamental rights, the status of the individual, and the idea of democracy. (250 Words)

	Topic:  Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions.
	Q) The latest constitutional amendment to the Goods and Services Tax allows the GST Council to establish a dispute resolution mechanism that overlaps with the original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. Examine the implications of this amendment. (150...

	Topic:  Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein
	Q) The case for holding simultaneous elections in the diverse, federal Indian polity is weak. Comment. (150 Words)
	Q) Should state governments have the power to enact their own data protection laws? Substantiate. (250 Words)
	Q) What does recent 2G ‘scam’ verdict by the special CBI court reveal about functioning of CAG? Critically comment. (150 Words)
	Q) It is said that to chalk out the future course of action in view of the disputes regarding the use of Mahanadi river water, a well-rounded strategy that includes both the people and policymakers is needed. Discuss the nature of Mahanadi river dispu...

	Topic: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.
	Q) The anti-defection law works best as an insurance against violation of the people’s mandate for a party, but it cannot be made a tool to stifle all dissent. Comment on the statement and discuss the significance of the Tenth Schedule of the Indian C...
	Q) Comment on the  Parliament’s ability to oversee macroeconomic challenges facing the country today. (150 Words)
	Q) What are the objectives of the landmark anti-defection law of 1985? Examine on what grounds and how members of Rajya Sabha are disqualified. (250 Words)
	Q) Creation of the National Advisory Council (NAC) was an unique initiative towards democratising debates, bringing together government and movements, and introduction of rights based legislations.  Analyse. (250 Words)

	Topic: Functioning of Supreme Court
	Q) Critically examine why  India’s higher judiciary has strongly resisted the RTI. Also examine the consequences of such resistance. (150 Words)

	Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation
	Q) Can India have an uniform data protection law? Examine the challenges India faces in drafting robust data protection law for its citizens. (250 Words)
	Q) Is moving to paper ballots instead of electronic voting machines in elections a good idea? Analyse. (150 Words)
	Q) Sold as a concept to plug leakages in welfare schemes, Aadhaar is now creating more problems than what it had set out to resolve. Critically analyse. (250 Words)
	Q) The twin combination of “bail-in” clause of the Financial Resolution and Deposit Insurance Bill (FRDI) and the aggressive move towards cashless economy pose a larger threat to the deposits of ordinary citizens. Discuss. (250 Words)
	Q) Do you think linking of Aadhaar with most of the schemes would inevitably end up infringing rights of citizens?  Critically comment. (150 Words)
	Q) How did the introduction of the Unified Access Services Licensing (UASL) regime in 2003 alter dynamics in India’s telecommunication sector? Critically examine. (250 Words)

	Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health
	Q) India’s actions since the outbreak of Rohingya violence in Myanmar have negated its position as a regional, subcontinental and Asian leader, and it has also undermined its democracy. Comment. (250 Words)
	Q) In the last two decades, there has been rapid commercialisation of medical services which has led to cut-throat competition among doctors to attract patients for higher revenue generation. What do is cut practice in medical field? Examine the aspec...
	Q) What were the principles proclaimed at the Alma Ata declaration on “Health for All” in 1978? It is said that these principles are very much relevant to India today. Examine why. (250 Words)
	Q) The creation of incentives to produce vaccines for poverty-associated infections is key to improving public health. Discuss. (250 Words)
	Q) It is found that providing solar-powered systems across primary health centres can improve health outcomes. Discuss. (250 Words)
	Q) Neither civilisational ethos nor the mere enshrining of constitutional morality is enough to deliver on basic rights. In your opinion, what else is needed to safeguard basic rights of citizens? Critically comment. (250 Words)
	Q) A National Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (NTAGI) has proposed that a vaccine against the human papillomavirus (HPV), which causes cervical cancer, be introduced in India’s Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP). Discuss the issues involv...
	Q) What are the basic tenets of regulating private healthcare? In the light of controversies surrounding regulation of private healthcare in India, examine global models which can be emulated in India. (250 Words)
	Q) Karnataka, with the sixth largest number of undergraduate engineering seats (1,00,565) in the country, is the state with the least vacancies among the top 10 states that together account for 80 per cent of the total seats. Examine why Karnataka far...
	Q) Instead of cancelling hospital licences, governments should bring in patient centric laws, institutional capacity to enforce them. Comment. (250 Words)
	Q) Examine the impact of pollution and poverty on juvenile delinquency. (150 Words)
	Q) Discuss the significance and importance of the Utkrisht Impact Bond that was recently introduced in Rajasthan. (150 Words)
	Q) Recently the Karnataka high court quashed the rule mandating 85% pictorial warning on the packaging of tobacco products. Are graphic pictorial health warnings effective strategy to create awareness? Also examine the issues this high court order bri...
	Q) Why is there a tremendous stress on doctors at government hospitals?  In your opinion, what measures should be taken to reduce this stress and also to attract young doctors to government hospitals? Examine. (250 Words)
	Q) Why is the Mental Healthcare Act, 2017 passed by the parliament is hailed as a landmark legislation? Examine. (250 Words)
	Q) It is said that it is time for Indian investigators to update their understanding of encephalitis and look at outbreaks through a wider lens. Examine why. (150 Words)
	Q) It is said that the entire Board examination system and the culture associated with it constitute an endemic problem. Discuss critically these problems and their solutions. (250 Words)
	Q) Accredited social health activists (ASHAs), despite being at the forefront of health activism and acting as crucial link in the institutionalisation of state health service delivery in India, face myriad of problems. Comment. (250 Words)

	Topic: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections
	Q) In 1992, the United Nations announced that December 3 would be observed every year as International Day of Persons with Disabilities. Comment on the advances made in legislation on disability over the years. (250 Words)
	Q) The National Crime Records Bureau data for 2016 on two important aspects, violent crime and crime against women, should prompt State governments to make a serious study of the underlying causes. Discuss. (250 Words)
	Q) Why is the Convention Against Torture (CAT) which came into force in 1987significant for India? Comment. (150 Words)
	Q) Laws that are based on gender are actually detrimental to women’s freedom and rights, hence our laws should be gender-neutral. Critically comment. (250 Words)
	Q) Examine the problems faced by tribal education programmes, especially ashram schools and suggest measures to improve these education programmes. (250 Words)
	Q) A petition by tribal organisations says the Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act violates constitutional rights and affects livelihoods of crores of adivasis and forest dwellers. Examine why. (150 Words)
	Q) Five years after a gangrape in Delhi sparked widespread protests on the issue of sexual assault, stringent laws have not proved to be a deterrent, or created safe spaces for women.  Critically comment. (250 Words)
	Q) Critically analyse various issues related to morality and constitutionality of Section 497 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC). (250 Words)

	Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the performance of these schemes;
	Q) Discuss critically the impact of Aadhaar on welfare programmes. (250 Words)

	Topic:  Development processes and the development industry- the role of NGOs, SHGs, various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders
	Q) Examine why civil society organisations are unhappy with the recent WTO ministerial declaration on agriculture. (250 Words)
	Q) Discuss the potential of large-scale groups of women, such as self-help groups (SHGs) in strengthening of women’s civil rights and addressing crimes against women. (250 Words)

	Topic:  Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability
	Q) It would be appropriate for India to draw up a data protection law using the rights-based approach of the European Union’s General Data Protection Regulation, 2016, in which data protection is comprehensive and exemptions limited. Discuss. (250 Words)
	Q) Why is linking of Aadhaar with other documents is said to be cumbersome and hurtful to poor? Critically examine. (150 Words)
	Q) “What is illegal from the point of view of administrative law may not necessarily be an offence from a criminal court’s perspective.” In the light of recent 2G scam verdict by special CBI court, comment on the statement. (150 Words)
	Q) When it comes to delivery of services and good governance, the problem is not merely inadequate government expenditure – it is also a failure to absorb and deploy allocated resources at every level of government. With reference to poor state capaci...
	Q) The recent 2G scam verdict by special CBI court reflects incapacity of the state and its institutions. Critically comment. (250 Words)
	Q) An audit of Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), the country’s premier watchdog on the food, by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) reveals gaps in the working of the body. Examine the findings of CAG and their signi...
	Q) Analyse the progress made by state governments in expanding digital governance through various e-governance initiatives. (250 Words)
	Q) Net neutrality is the human right in the digital age. Comment. (150 Words)

	Topic:  Role of civil services in a democracy
	Q) The focus of police reform should really be on reorganising criminal administration. Comment. (150 Words)
	Q) IAS-IPS Turf Wars Are Not Good For Governance. Discuss the gravity and ramifications of turf wars between IAS and IPS, and measures needed to address tussle between these two All India services. (250 Words)

	Topic:  Pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity
	Q) Do party leaders and their ideological messages influence people in deciding their voting behaviour in India? Examine the other factors that influence voters. (150 Words)
	Q) Why is intraparty democracy important in Indian polity? Why is it lacking and what measures are needed to ensure intraparty democracy? Examine. (250 Words)

	Topic: India and its neighborhood- relations.
	Q) “Pakistan’s original sin is its construction and treatment of Ahmadis.” Discuss critically why anti-Ahmadism in Pakistan is threatening its socio-political fabric. (250 Words)
	Q) In the light of the recent developments, critically comment on India’s position on Palestine. (150 Words)
	Q) Why is it imperative for India to remember that Chabahar is an SEZ and not an exclusive project handed over to India? Comment. (150 Words)
	Q) The cultural ecology of Gwadar and Chabahar have the potential to become part of Indian soft-power diplomacy. Analyse. (250 Words)
	Q) Post Doklam issue, what efforts are being made by India and China to repair their relationship? Critically examine. (150 Words)
	Q) Without formal government bilateral talks, how can cultural and intellectual interactions help improve bilateral relationship meanwhile? What are the challenges these kinds of interactions face? Discuss critically. (250 Words)
	Q) India’s vote at the UN is in line with its leading power ambitions, and not just a legacy of nonalignment. Comment. (250 Words)

	Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests
	Q) What were the objectives of the New Delhi Declaration signed between India and Iran? Have they been realised? Critically examine. (250 Words)
	Q) Discuss critically features of India’s foreign policy vis a vis Central Eurasia. (250 Words)
	Q) Last week, the U.S. protested at the World Trade Organisation against China’s bid for recognition as a market economy. What is market economy? Why does China want this status? Why is the US opposing it? Also examine how will China’s elevation as ma...
	Q) India’s admittance into the Wassenaar Arrangement as its 42nd participating member is a big step forward in its quest for formal acceptance as a responsible nuclear power. Comment. (150 Words)
	Q) Critically evaluate ASEAN’s contribution to regional peace and security. (250 Words)
	Q) To fulfil ambitions in Indo-Pacific and beyond, India must work for a cohesive South Asia. Comment. (150 Words)
	Q) Why is trade multilateralism in a state of crisis? Has multilateralism lost its utility and relevance? Critically examine. (250 Words)

	Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora.
	Q) Examine the factors that have shaped nuclear disarmament movement around the world and the challenges this movement poses to nuclear power states. (250 Words)
	Q) Discuss the possible geographical, environmental and national security implications for India of diverting the river Yarlung Tsangpo by China. (250 Words)
	Q) From India’s point of view, examine the significance of announcement of a free trade agreement between the Maldives and China. (150 Words)
	Q) What are the possible consequences of the U.S. President Donald Trump’s decision to recognise Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. In your opinion, what should be India’s stance on this issue? (150 Words)
	Q) Chinese involvement in peacekeeping, along with its higher funding contributions will put Beijing in the driver’s seat in formulating peacekeeping mandates, thereby affecting India in more ways than one. Analyse. (250 Words)
	Q) India’s strategic embrace of the US has failed to extend to the WTO. Comment. (150 Words)
	Q) What does Trump’s New National Security Strategy mean for India? Analyse. (250 Words)
	Q) India should remember that its primary area of concern is the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), not the Indo-Pacific. Comment. (150 Words)

	Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate.
	Q) If a permanent Security Council seat is unavailable for India at UNSC, what other options does it have on the table? Should India explore and accept them? Comment. (250 Words)
	Q) It is widely feared that the tension with North Korea could escalate into nuclear war. In your opinion, how the world can resolve North Korea crisis peacefully? Comment. (250 Words)
	Q) The WTO has made limited progress over the past two decades on various issues of significance. Do you think WTO as an institution is in decline? Critically comment. (150 Words)
	Q) Do you think diplomacy is the only and final solution to resolve North Korea crisis? Justify. (150 Words)



