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GENERAL STUDIES PAPER - I 

Topic: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture 

from ancient to modern times. 

Q) Critically comment on the cultural significance of ‘Padmavat’ – a poem written in 

Avadhi language by Sufi poet Malik Muhammad Jayasi. (150 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction 

 Written in Avadhi language by Sufi poet Malik Muhammad Jayasi, ‘Padmavati’ was a tale of love, heroism 

and sacrifice, dotted all along with fantastical elements giving it a larger than life imagery.  

 The poem narrates that a princess of unparalleled beauty called Padmini lived in the kingdom of Simhaladvipa, now 

Sri Lanka.  

 Enamoured by her beauty, King Ratansen of Chittor was engulfed with the passion to acquire her and overcame a 

large number of adventurous obstacles to make her his queen.  

 Back in the kingdom of Chittor, Ratansen banished a sorcerer, who travelled to Delhi and told its ruler Alauddin 

Khalji of Padmini’s beauty.  

 The Khalji ruler marched to Chittor and vanquished Ratansen. But he did not manage to win Padmini as she along 

with other Rajput women committed Jauhar by consigning themselves to the flames. 

Cultural significance 

 Every year between the months of February and March, the city of Chittorgarh in Rajasthan comes together in 

celebration of what is believed to be one of the most critical episodes of their community’s history — the 

Jauhar (self-immolation) of Queen Padmavati in defence of her honour and virtues. 

 Her choice to rather die than be captured by another man has been celebrated with utmost vehemence as the 

symbol of Rajput valour and integrity.  

 The legend of Padmavati first appeared in a piece of poetry called ‘Padmavat’ dating back to the sixteenth 

century.  

 This narrative of their past is something that has been learned through oral transmission from one generation to 

another and local folk tales that have given it a sacred legitimacy. 

Critical analysis 

 Cultural memory of a community hardly ever distinguishes between historical authenticity and fictional 

concepts that have over time acquired the garb of historicity.  

Contemporary relevance 

 The circulation and transmission of the Padmavat has been an ongoing process and its interpretation at various 

historical stages needs to be located in the political context of the time in which it was being read.  

 The modern interpretation of the text is a result of the twentieth century rendition of it inspired by the 

nationalist movement of the time. 

 

Q) What do you understand by cultural heritage? How cultural heritage can be used 

to bring about peace and reconciliation? Discuss. (150 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction: 

Cultural heritage is the legacy of physical science artifacts and intangible attributes of a group or society that are 
inherited from past generations, maintained in the present and bestowed for the benefit of future 
generations. Cultural heritage is an expression of the ways of living developed by a community and passed on from 
one generation to another including customs, practices, objects, artistic expressions, values etc. 
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Cultural heritage can be used to bring peace and reconciliation in the following ways 

1. Harmony between different communities 

 The variety and diversity of heritage in India depicts the nature of relationships that existed between the 
different communities. They borrowed from each other, like temple architecture of Northern and Southern 
India. 

 The identities of communities have also been very mobile and the exchange of ideas was smooth. This is 
illustrated by our heritage. 

2. Lesson of peace from the past 

 It also shows how drastic effects on the human civilization of conflicts between man. 

 The deficiencies in our society were challenged from time to time, be it during the emergence of Buddhism 
in 6th century BC or Bhakti movement in the medieval period. 

3. Soft power to build bridges 

 It can be used as a tool of soft diplomacy. The relationship of India with the South East Asian countries and 
even with China can be built around the shared cultural heritage of Buddhism and Hinduism. 

 It helps to increase people to people contact which helps to reduce prejudices 

4. Prospects of tourism – economic industry 

 Cultural heritage can serve as a source of livelihood for many people on the horizon.  

 

Q) Why did Chola rulers constantly shift their capital cities? Write a note on the 

architectural style of Chola temples. (150 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction: 

The Chola dynasty was one of the longest ruling dynasties in the history of southern India.  

Their dynasty is well known for its elaborate architectural finesse, bravery shown by Kings like Rajendra 1 their Capital 
was earlier located at Uraiyur (Southern Andhra Pradesh) and was later shifted to Tanjor (Northern Tamil Nadu) 

The reasons for the frequent capital shift can be traced as follows 

 To maintain naval hegemony over Srilanka, Maldives, Indonesia and other maritime ambitions. 

 To conduct trade. As Kaveripatnam (early capital) acted as a port of trade. Silk cotton trade was the reason for 
shift to Uraiyur 

 As a mark of victory to define their mighty strength. Rajendra Chola I built new capital Gangaikonda to 
celebrate his victory over northern Indian rulers. As invaders looted the Capitals of dynasties they set foot in, 
Cholas shifted capital to Tanjor to save temples and architecture from destruction. 

Chola temple architecture: 

Chola art saw culmination of dravida temple art resulting in most sophisticated buildings 

 Cholas followed the architectural style of the Pallavas deducting essential features of Pallavas such as lion motifs, 
for tigers, adding greater refinement etc. and were mostly involved in the construction of temples (Dravidian 
Style) 

 They used material of stone instead of bricks due to its greater durability. Neatly detailed frescos including birds, 
dancing figurines and other pictorial stories from Puranas. Some temples have portraits of the Kings and 
queens themselves.  

 The temples had a Garbhaghriha (Deity room); Vimana (Brihadeshwara Temple); Shikhara (Stone weighing 90 
tonne); Mandap. Metal Art(Nataraja at Chidamabaram Temple) Lofty Gates 

 Dvarpalas at the entrance of the mandap became a unique feature 

 Temples were covered with exquisite well composed sculptures and frescoes 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 Ganas are the most memorable figures were built during the chola period 

 Yazhi a recurring pattern of the sculpted mythical animals were also a unique features 

 Examples include Brihadweswara , Vijayalaya temples 

 Presence of water tank is the unique feature of chola architecture.. 

 

Q) What do you understand by cultural capital? Discuss its importance in society 

such as India. (150 Words) 

EPW 

Cultural Capital 

 Cultural capital is a form of power beyond the economic form, and is exercised through different non-economic 
goods and services such as information, articulation, education, and aesthetics.  

 It helps to understand the existence of power and domination within society, through cultural stratification, and 
to argue that success can be better explained by the inheritance of cultural capital from the family, rather than 
through individual talent. 

Social Mobility in India 

 Understanding social mobility in the Indian context is a challenge, since the social structure in India has evolved 
with features of both caste and class within its fold.  

 The class-like characteristics found in the caste system and vice versa, make the phenomenon more complex.  

 There is lack of cultural capital, in all its forms, in the cases of the Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes 
(STs), as well as rural residents, restricts their upward intergenerational social mobility, and instead paves the 
way for downward social mobility in the competitive market situation 

 Abundant cultural capital comes from within the family, if an individual belongs to a relatively higher caste, upper 
class, urban residence, where members possess better educational backgrounds. 

 Thus, access to adequate cultural capital enables the reproduction of intergenerational social mobility. On the 
other hand, individuals with a lower caste and/or class status, rural upbringing, poor educational background, 
and experiencing relative poverty, have to struggle at every step in their search for better career prospects in 
order to achieve upward social mobility. 

 Individuals possessing greater cultural capital also get immediate access to inspirational membership reference 
groups since they can access role models within the family, neighbourhood and peer groups who help shape 
their career aspirations right from childhood.  

 On the other hand, those individuals without any or with very little access to any kind of cultural capital depend 
upon the non-membership reference groups for inspiration and motivation while identifying role models, and 
undergo the painful process of anticipatory socialisation. 

 

Topic: Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues  

Q) How did the destruction of the Babri Masjid affect Indian society and polity? 

Critically examine. (250 Words) 

EPW 

 In more ways than one, 6 December 1992 marked a shift in the journey of contemporary India and its democracy.  

 Societies do experience tumultuous controversies over identities and founding principles. In that sense, what we 
experienced in December 1992 is not exactly exceptional, less so given the complex history of India and the 
audacious challenge that we undertook on the eve of independence.  

 Therefore, 6 December should be remembered for the threat it posed before the project of democracy. But, the 
challenge—and therefore the problem—is often posed in terms of secularism.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/23/1-understand-cultural-capital-discuss-importance-society-india/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/23/1-understand-cultural-capital-discuss-importance-society-india/
http://www.epw.in/journal/2017/50/discussion/cultural-capital-reference-group-and-social-mobility-india.html
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/02/2-destruction-babri-masjid-affect-indian-society-polity-critically-examine/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/02/2-destruction-babri-masjid-affect-indian-society-polity-critically-examine/
http://www.epw.in/journal/2017/48/editorials/why-we-remember-6-december.html


 

www.insightsonindia.com  7 www.insightsias.com  

 The demolition was all in stark contrast to two distinct things for which independent India had been 
aiming: democracy and nation.  

A Majoritarian Democracy 

 In either case, India had embarked upon its own path without necessarily adopting the models that had emerged 
in the West.  

 A steadfast refusal to follow the majoritarian path has informed this experimentation.  

 The majority would ordinarily not depend on crude mobilisation of the majority community in order to govern.  

 Likewise, the idea of nation was distinctly non-sectarian and was open to the coexistence of multiple faiths. In 
fact, diversity was seen as the constitutive feature of both democracy and nation.  

 Ayodhya–Babri challenged this and brought forward sensibilities that deeply distrusted diversity.  
 

Q) Gandhiji declared himself  that he was a sanatan Hindu, yet he was castigated as 

working against hinduism. Discuss critically Gandhiji’s views on hinduism and 

religion in general. (250 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction: 

 Although Gandhi described himself as a Hindu, his Hinduism was neither religious nor cultic in the everyday 
sense. He did not believe in a personal God. He also rejected vigraha (idol) worship and rituals of all kind, 
including Vedic ones. 

Qualification of texts through ethics 

 While Gandhi did claim he believed in “all that goes by the name of Hindu scriptures” he immediately qualified 
it by saying that he also believed in all other religious texts in a similar way. 

 Moreover, his acceptance of these texts was not unconditional. Like the Buddha, he retained the right to reject 
anything in them that, according to him, went against reason and morality. 

Swaraj independent of religion or caste 

 In the non-hierarchical stateless socialist society (swaraj) that Gandhi envisaged in his constructive programme, 
religion and caste did not have any role to play. Religion was, in fact, completely eliminated from the public 
space. 

On Varnashrama dharma 

 The technique Gandhi adopted for this purpose was the same as the one the Buddha used 2,500 years before 
him — to transform the Brahminism of his time into an ethically better practice. 

 Gandhi said “We are all Shudras and if we can bring ourselves to believe this, the merger of the Harijans in 
Savarana Hindus becomes incredibly simple and in course of time, we might be able to reconstruct the old 
varnas”. Such natural reconstruction, according to Gandhi, would be totally egalitarian. 

Anathema to western modernity 

 Gandhi’s refusal to get rid of the expression “varnashrama dharma” was part of his programme of redefining the 
traditional Hindu vocabulary without seeking the support of a modernist ideology. 

 He wanted to reject the vocabulary of the European enlightenment and modernity for the reasons he 
eloquently articulated in Hind Swaraj. 

His interpretation of Gita and ahinsa 

 In his interpretation of the Gita as a literary text, Gandhi criticises the author for the thoughtless use of war 
imagery when, according to Gandhi, the central message of the text is anasakti. 

 Anasakti, Gandhi says, cannot be practised without turning oneself first into a votary and practitioner of ahimsa. 
Bhakti is reinterpreted in such a way so as to make it synonymous with ahimsa and satya. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
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Conclusion 

His endeavour was to encourage a creative “misreading” of these texts that would help situate Hinduism on the 
bedrock of ahimsa and satya. He thought it was imperative to transport the reader of these texts to an ethical/spiritual 
plane. Only this could make Hinduism an ethical religion. 
 

Q) What do you understand by pluralism? In your opinion, which events in modern 

India have negatively impacted pluralism most? Examine. (150 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction: 

Pluralism in theory relates to the co-existence of various religious, cultural and diverse groups of people within a 
definite territory. Indian pluralism has been a source of inspiration to many countries, as, besides the cultural 
coherence witnessed in Indian Society, pluralism is not only protected by the Constitution of India, but the very genesis 
of Indian society. 

Pluralism has however witnessed disturbances in the last few decades 

Religious riots 

 Evidenced by the Babri Masjid Demolition, Godhra riots, Indian society went regressive unlike its ethos.  

 The majoritarianism has no specific reference in ancient India, while it has evolved into “religious nationalism” 
today. 

Caste conflicts 

 The Jat revolt in Punjab and Haryana, Patiadar and Dalit revolts in Gujarat have highlighted the sharp divide in 
the society at the regional level.  

 However these protests were equally the result of socio-economic imbalances created due to rural economic 
unrest besides caste factor. 

 The caste reservation, which indeed has significance, has emerged as a contentious issue in respect of share in 
coveted government jobs. 

Regional disputes 

 The regional identities in the subcontinent got consolidated in the medieval period, primarily on the basis 
of language when the Bhakti p movement spread. 

 In the recent context, the disputes on the sharing of waters of rivers like between Tamil Nadu and Karanatka are 
issues of concern.. The cultural antecedents of such disputes challenges plural coexistence. 

 The imposition of uniform language like Sanskritised Hindi in a land with more than 1600 languages and 22 
constitutionally recognised languages besides thousands of dialects has been an issue since independence. 

Conclusion 

Though India has made sustained and successful efforts to make the nation a thread after the independence, there is 
much more that needs to be done. 
 

Q) Why in your opinion, there is an increased interest in Dr Ambedkar’s philosophy 

these days? Critically examine. (250 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Bhimrao Ambedkar, known as Baba Saheb & the ‘Father of the Indian Constitution’, was an erudite scholar. Due to 
being born in a low Mahar caste, he was subject to social and economic discrimination of the highest order. Despite 
this, he pursued an academic life and became the first ‘untouchable’ to graduate from the University of Bombay as 
well as Columbia University (USA). His life and memoirs have continued to inspire many Indians more than six decades 
after his death; 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 Ambedkar rejected the ‘Vedic School of Hinduism’ that sought to uphold fourfold vertical classification of society 
into Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishayas & Shudras. Such a system perpetuated social, economic and political 
discrimination of a majority by the minority elite. He instead opted for the ‘Carvaka School of thought’ that similar 
to Buddhism preached an ideology that sought for equality of all regardless of caste, language & gender. 
Ambedkar supported Gautama Buddha’s view that ‘One became great by one’s work & not by birth’. 

 Ambedkar called for a ‘horizontal division of caste’ rather than the vertical one, where dignity for all individuals 
was a given. He supported inter-caste and inter-faith marriages too as these unions meant that people had come 
out of ‘mental barriers of caste’ and loved ‘each other’s souls’. 

 Ambedkar wanted universal education for all including untouchables. Ambedkar felt separate electorates where 
‘Dalit’ voters voted for a Dalit leader would solve their problems. Despite reluctantly supporting reservation, 
Ambedkar envisaged an India that would abandon religious superstition, dogma and superiority to embrace 
equality, justice and fraternity, ideals that are now a part of the Indian constitution. 

There is renewed interest in the philosophy of Dr. Ambedkar is due to following reasons: 

 The issue of Dalit emancipation still resonates in the socio-political discourse even after years of independence. 
The political parties of all hues therefore appreciates the ideas of Ambedkar on Dalit issues in various forms. 

 There have been demands to “indigenise” the constitution of India in view of the continous civilisation inherited 
by us. Thus, the ambiguity arises on issues like uniform (common) civil code or the definition or practice of 
secularism in inherently plural India. The fact that Ambedkar was pinnacle personality in the formation of the 
constitution, references to him are bound to occur. 

 

Q) Write a note on the contribution of important personalities from the North East 

to fight against British colonialism in India. (150 Words) 

The Hindu 

Shoorvir Pasaltha Khuangchera  

 Mizoram was incorporated into the colonial empire during the last part of the 19th century. The resistance against 
colonialism in Lushai Hills was no less intense than in any other part of India.  

 He was the first Mizo freedom fighter to sacrifice his life fighting British imperialism.  

 He was killed while trying to resist advancing British troops in 1890, which saw the British conquest of the Lushai 
Hills — now Mizoram.  

 Khuangchera is not only known for his bravery but also his strength and righteousness that won over the hearts 
of his people.  

U Tirot Sing 

 He was one of the chiefs of the Khasi people in the early 19th century.  

 Tirot Sing fought against British attempts to take over control of the Khasi Hills. 

Rani Gaidinliu  

 She was a Naga spiritual and political leader who led a revolt against British rule in India.  

 At the age of 13, she joined the Heraka religious movement of her cousin Haipou Jadonang. The movement later 
turned into a political movement seeking to drive out the British from Manipur and the 
surrounding Naga areas. Within the Heraka faith, she came to be considered an incarnation of the Goddess 
Cherachamdinliu. 

 Gaidinliu was arrested in 1932 at the age of 16, and was sentenced to life imprisonment by the British 
rulers. Jawaharlal Nehru met her at Shillong Jail in 1937, and promised to pursue her release.  

 Nehru gave her the title of “Rani” (“Queen”), and she gained local popularity as Rani Gaidinliu. 

 She was released in 1947 after India’s independence, and continued to work for the upliftment of her people. An 
advocate of the ancestral Naga religious practices, she staunchly resisted the conversion of Nagas to Christianity. 
She was honoured as a freedom fighter and was awarded a Padma Bhushan by the Government of India. 
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Bhogeshwari Phukanani  

  In 1930 Phukanani took part in a nonviolent march as an act of civil disobedience against the British authorities 
and was arrested for picketing 

 She also played an important role in the Quit India Movement.  

 Phukanani was active in the Berhampur, Babajia, Barpujia areas in the Nagaon district of Assam and helped setup 
offices for the Indian National Congress. 

Kanaklata 

 During the Quit India Movement Kanaklata joined the Mrityu Bahini, a death squad comprising groups of youth 
from the Gohpur sub division of Assam.  

 On 20 September 1942, the Bahini decided it would hoist the national flag at the local police station. A 
procession of unarmed villagers were led by Barua to do so. Undeterred by the police, the procession continued 
marching ahead when the police fired upon the procession.  

 Kanaklata was shot and the flag she was carrying with her was taken up by Mukunda Kakoti who too was shot at. 
Both Kanaklata and Kakoti were killed in the police action.  

 Kanaklata was only 17 years of age at the time of her martyrdom 

Zou martyrs 

 94-odd Zou martyrs of Manipur who sacrificed their lives fighting against the British attempt to forcibly deploy 
them as labour corps during World War I 

 

Topic: The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions 

from different parts of the country. 

Q) Critically analyse Madan Mohan Malaviya’s contribution to India’s struggle for 

independence. (250 Words) 

The Hindu 

o He was the founder of Banaras Hindu University (BHU) at Varanasi in 1916 

o Hewas one of the founders of Scouting in India. 

o He also founded a highly influential, English-newspaper, The Leader published from Allahabad in 1909. 

o He was also the Chairman of Hindustan Times from 1924 to 1946. 

Political career 

 In December 1886, Malaviya attended the 2nd Indian National Congress session in Calcutta under chairmanship 

of Dadabhai Naoroji, where he spoke on the issue of representation in Councils.  

 Malaviya became the President of the Indian National Congress in 1909 and 1918.  

 He was a moderate leader and opposed the separate electorates for Muslims under the Lucknow Pact of 1916.  

 The “Mahamana” title was conferred to him by Mahatma Gandhi. 

 He remained a member of the Imperial Legislative Council from 1912 and when in 1919 it was converted to the 

Central Legislative Assembly he remained its member as well, till 1926.  

 Malaviya was an important figure in the Non-cooperation movement. However, he was opposed to the politics 

of appeasement and the participation of Congress in the Khilafat movement. 

 In 1928 he joined Lala Lajpat Rai, Jawaharlal Nehru and many others in protesting against the Simon Commission, 

which had been set up by the British to consider India’s future.  

 He issued, on 30 May 1932, a manifesto urging concentration on the “Buy Indian” movement in India.  

 Malaviya was a delegate at the Second Round Table Conference in 1931. 
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 However, during the Civil Disobedience Movement, he was arrested on 25 April 1932, along with 450 other 

Congress volunteers in Delhi, only a few days after he was appointed in 1932 at Delhi as the President of Congress 

after the arrest of Sarojini Naidu. 

 In 1933, at Calcutta, Malaviya was again appointed as the President of the Congress.  

 Thus before Independence, Malaviya was the only leader of the Indian National Congress who was appointed as 

its President for four terms. 

 On 25 September 1932, an agreement known as Poona Pact was signed between Dr. Ambedkar (on behalf of the 

depressed classes among Hindus) and Malaviya (on behalf of the other Hindus).  

 The agreement gave reserved seats for the depressed classes in the Provisional legislatures, within the general 

electorate and not by creating a separate electorate. Due to the pact, the depressed class received 148 seats in 

the legislature, instead of the 71 as allocated in the Communal Award proposal of the British Prime Minister 

Ramsay MacDonald.  

 In protest against the Communal Award which sought to provide separate electorates for minorities, Malaviya 

along with Madhav Shrihari Aney left the Congress and started the Congress Nationalist Party.  

Journalistic career 

 In 1889, he became the Editor of the “Indian Opinion”.  

 When the English Government tried to bring in the Press Act and Newspaper Act in 1908, Malaviyaji started a 

campaign against the Act and called an All India Conference in Allahabad.  

 He then realized the need of an English Newspaper to make the campaign effective throughout the country.  

 As a result, with the help of Motilal Nehru he started an English daily the “Leader” in 1909, where he was Editor 

1909-1911 and President 1911-1919. 

 In 1924, Malaviya along with the help of national leaders Lala Lajpat Rai and M. R. Jayakar and industrialist 

Ghanshyam Das Birla, acquired Hindustan Times and saved it from an untimely demise 

Social work 

 Malviya founded Ganga Mahasabha to oppose the damning of Ganges. 

 The slogan “Satyameva Jayate” (Truth alone will triumph) is also a legacy given to the nation by Pandit Malaviya 

as the President of the Indian National Congress in its session of 1918 at Delhi, by saying that this slogan from 

the Mundakopanishad should be the slogan for the nation. 

Excerpts from Sumit Sarkar 

 Malaviya had already annexed to his brand of politics the emotional forces of Hindi and Hindu revivalism which 

otherwise might have been used by radicals 

 By 1909, however, a closer look had made men like Malaviya extremely critical of the excessive concessions to 

Muslims 

 On the eve of the 1926 elections, Motilal’s old rival Madanmohan Malaviya formed an Independent Congress 

Party in alliance with Lajpat Rai and the Responsive Cooperators, with a programme which combined political 

moderation with uninhibited Hindu communalism. 

 The Hindu Mahasabha, started at the Hardwar Kumbh Mela in 1915 by Madan Mohan Malaviya along with some 

Punjabi leaders, had become practically defunct in the Non-Cooperation years. 

 A major revival began from 1922-23, and the Banares session of August 1923, which incorporated the shuddhi 

programme and called for Hindu self-defence squads, represented an alliance of Arya Samajist reformers with 

Sanatan Dharma Sabha conservatives in a common Hindu-communal front presided over, as usual, by Malaviya 
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 From 1925 onwards, Malaviya made very effective use of Hindu communalism in his bitter rivalry with Motilal 

Nehru, organizing with the help of Lajpat Rai an Independent Congress Party which was little more than a 

Mahasabha front 

 The basic conservatism of the makers of the Nehru Report was revealed also by their acceptance in August 1928 

of an amendment by Malaviya guaranteeing ‘all titles to private and personal property’ 

 Orthodox Hindu opinion in Bengal bitterly attacked the acceptance of a permanent caste Hindu minority status by 

the Poona Pact, but the Congress Working Committee in June 1934 adopted a compromise ‘neither rejection-nor 

acceptance’ formula which led Malaviya to start a breakaway Congress Nationalist Party. 

 The new patron-client model seems more than a little over-extended when it is used to describe both Malaviya’s 

connections with the Tandon business group in Allahabad and the relations between Hindu zamindars and Muslim 

peasants of east Bengal. 

 

Q) It is said that not only revolutionaries, even contribution of their mothers who 

fought hard for India’s independence is forgotten by historians. Examine 

contribution of such heroic women who helped revolutionary cause during struggle 

for independence. (250 Words) 

The Wire 

Introduction: 

 India prides itself on the age-old invocation, ‘the mother and the motherland are more sacred than heaven itself’. 

 In this context, the emotional trauma the mother of the martyrs undergo was tremendously outbursting. Besides, 
their mothers also had to face the severe financial constraints and often died in and of extreme poverty. 

 But in spite of such gruesome hardships, these mothers pushed their sons willingly to sacrifice for the motherland 
which was in utter despair due to the colonial rule. 

Ramprasad ‘Bismil’ mother 

 Moolrani, the mother of martyr Ramprasad ‘Bismil’, leader of the historic Kakori conspiracy (August 9, 1925).  

 Moolrani’s indomitable spirit was such that when she visited her son in prison in Gorakhpur on the eve of his 
hanging, she did not lose her courage even on seeing the moistness in his eyes.  

 The harsh poverty that descended upon Bismil’s mother after his departure from the world turned her life into 
an unending ordeal.  

Ashfaqullah Khan mother 

 The family of Kakori martyr Ashfaqullah Khan, who was hanged in Faizabad jail, was counted among the elite, 
well-to-do families of its time. His mother’s family too was prosperous.  

 But both families were virtually destroyed by the expenses they incurred in mounting a defence for Khan. 
Moreover, the British government forcibly took over many of their properties as well. 

 After Khan’s departure, there was no end to the tribulations of his mother Mazhoor-Un-Nisa Begum who 
encountered the inconsiderate face of relatives and society. Chandrashekhar Azad who went in disguise to 
Shahjahanpur and helped financially. 

Chandrasekhar Azad mother 

 Jagrani Devi, the mother of Azad who preferred to let go of his life rather than be captured by the police 
surrounding him in Alfred Park (now Azad Park)  

 For a long time Jagrani Devi lived in poverty with nothing but kodu grains to stave off hunger. When Jawaharlal 
Nehru came to know about her plight, he sent an amount of Rs 500 for her.  
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Bhagat Singh mother 

 At the time of his birth, on September 28, 1907, in Banga village (now in Pakistan), his father (Sardar Kishan Singh) 
and uncles (Sardar Ajit Singh and Sardar Swaran Singh) were serving a prison term for taking part in revolutionary 
activities.  

 After Bhagat Singh’s martyrdom following the Lahore conspiracy (December 20, 1928) and Central Legislative 
Assembly bombing case (April 8, 1929), Vidyawati may not have experienced many vicissitudes, but she also did 
not enjoy, or was deprived of, the status she deserved – as the mother of a martyr of martyrs.  

 

Topic:  History of the world will include events from 18th century  

Q) Write a note on significance and contemporary relevance, especially from India’s 

point of view, of China’s most famous sea warrior-diplomat, Admiral Zheng He. (150 

Words) 

The Hindu 

The Hindu 

The Indian Express 

Introduction: 

 In 1405, China’s most famous sea warrior-diplomat, Admiral Zheng He, set sail on seven ocean voyages.  

 With 300 ships and around 28,000 men, Admiral Zheng’s flotillas were an awe-inspiring sight as they travelled 
from Vietnam to Mecca to Africa, stopping in countries in the Indian Ocean such as India along the way.  

Sigificance 

Chinese perspective 

 Admiral Zheng’s ostensible purpose was to carry gifts and goods for trade to each of the ports he reached. He 
took Chinese silk, porcelain and lacquered goods and brought back spices, pearls, and rare woods.  

 Admiral Zheng’s voyages far and wide, even before the voyages of renowned explorers like Vasco da Gama and 
Christopher Columbus, is a symbol of Chinese prowess and explains its interest in using maritime expeditions 
for trade.  

Indian perspective 

 But in later expeditions, he extended the Ming dynasty’s desire for suzerainty to his agenda, often using muscle 
power when diplomacy didn’t work. For instance, Vira Alakesvara, the ruler of Sri Lanka, refused to recognise 
the Ming Emperor Yongle and was taken to China as a prisoner. 

 For others, the voyages were a lesson in the Chinese use of power to attain its means, and hegemonic maritime 
ambitions. 

Contemporary relevance 

 China celebrated the 600th anniversary of Admiral Zheng’s voyages in 2005, the U.S. began to worry about how 
far China would go with its naval ambitions.  

 USA used the term “string of pearls” for the first time to describe China’s projects in Gwadar, Myanmar, 
Cambodia and Thailand.  

 China’s goal, it said, was to build “a blue-water navy to control the sea lanes, but also to develop undersea 
mines and missile capabilities to deter the potential disruption of its energy supplies from potential threats.” 

 Like the treasure voyages, the Chinese government has set out to win the world with three different sorts of 
maritime manoeuvres: the Belt and Road Initiative that includes the Maritime Silk Route, trade routes, and a 
string of naval bases and port projects from Djibouti, to Gwadar to Hambantota to the man-made islands of 
the South China Sea.  
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Q) What does US recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital mean to various 

stakeholders? With a brief note on historical background of the issue, comment 

critically. (150 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Islamic traditions 

 Between 610 and 623 CE, Jerusalem was the direction of prayer or Qibla until it was changed towards the 
Ka’aba in Mecca by Prophet Mohammed in February 624. 

Christianity traditions 

 While Jesus Christ’s birth is traced to a manger in nearby Bethlehem, the central elements of Christianity are 
linked to Jerusalem. 

 Believers trace the last thirteen steps of Christ in the old city, and the crucifixion and resurrection, the very core 
of Christianity, is located in the city where the Church of the Holy Sepulchre stands today. 

Jewish traditions 

 For the Jews, Jerusalem was the home of their two ancient temples, both being destroyed by invading armies; 
the first by the Babylonian ruler Nebuchadnezzar II in 586 BCE and the second by the Romans in 70 CE. 

 Hence, Jerusalem is the holiest place for the Jews. 

Jerusalem status in modern history 

 Though all the Abrahamic faiths lay claims to Jerusalem, in the modern political context, the city has different 
geographic contours. 

1. Partition Plan, 1947 

 Under the partition plan approved by the UN General Assembly on 29 November 1947, Jerusalem and its 
surrounding areas including Bethlehem were declared corpus separatum. 

 The UN thereby sought to place the city under an international regime due to the shared and contested 
religious claims over it. 

2. Israel’s Declaration of Independence, 1948 

 The Declaration of Independence which announced the establishment of Israel hours before the British 
departure on 14 May 1948 was conspicuously silent on the country’s capital. 

 Formally giving up Zion (another name for Jerusalem) would have meant the realization of Zionism without 
Zion. 

 With the partition plan already dividing international opinion, the infant state did not have the luxury of 
ticking off international opinion at its birth. 

 Its entry into the UN, formalized in May 1949, was another compulsion and hence the otherwise colourful 
and detailed Israeli declaration of independence was silent on the question of its capital. 

3. Armistice Agreement, 1949 

 Meanwhile, the UN-sponsored Armistice Agreement between Israel and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
signed on 3 April 1949 formalized the division of Jerusalem, namely Israeli control of West Jerusalem and 
Jordanian control and subsequent annexation of East Jerusalem, including the old city and its religious sites 
holy to all the three Abrahamic faiths. 

 This brought in the concept of West and East Jerusalem into the political discourse of the Middle East. 

 Later that year, Israel declared the Western part of the city as its capital and gradually established or moved 
all its sovereign institutions, such as the office of the President, the seat of the Supreme Court, Knesset and 
government offices. By the early 1950s all the ministries except the Ministry of Defence were shifted to West 
Jerusalem. 
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 West Jerusalem, which Israel declared as its capital has, however, not been recognized by much of the 
international community. Until President Donald Trump’s sudden announcement, even the US never 
recognized Israel’s claims to West Jerusalem as its capital. 

4. 1967 June War 

 Until the June War, East Jerusalem was under Jordanian control and occupation. 

 Their control of the Old City and the third holiest place of Islam was a consolation for the Hashemites who 
lost Mecca and Medina to the al-Sauds in the 1920s. 

 During this period, a number of Jewish synagogues in the old city were desecrated, damaged or even 
destroyed and even non-Israeli Jews were prevented from praying in the Western Wall. 

 At the same time, despite international disapproval, the Armistice Agreement of 1949 institutionalized a de 
facto partition of the city and this status continued until 1967. 

 During the June War, Israel captured, along with the West Bank, the eastern part of Jerusalem, including 
the Walled City and since then this has remained under its control. 

 Through a host of political and legislative moves, it sought to declare Jerusalem to be its ‘united, undivided 
and eternal capital’. 

 And it also sought to establish this fact on the ground through the construction of settlements beyond the 
June 1967 border. 

 But the international community, including the US, never recognized the eastern part of the city as a part 
of Jerusalem or Israeli territory. 

5. 1967 afterwards 

 Israel’s territorial expansion through the annexation and seizure of lands beyond the Green Line. 

 At the height of the Oslo process, the Arab village of Abu Dis in the old city was often suggested as a possible 
Palestinian capital. 

 However, the real problem of Jerusalem lay in the Walled City, which houses the ruins of the Western Wall, 
Holy Sepulchre and al-Aqsa Mosque. 

 Despite its proximity of only a few hundred yards, the Christian holy site can be separated due to it distinct 
geographical location, but this is not possible for the other two sites. Al-Aqsa and Harem al-Sharif stand on 
top of the ruins of the Western Wall. 

 The Oslo process was possible partly because of the Israeli willingness to discuss contentious issues 
including Jerusalem during the final status negotiations. 

 At the same time, it is essential to recognize that while other issues are bilateral in character between Israel 
and Palestine, Jerusalem is special in that not just Arab countries but Muslim societies beyond the Middle 
East have also acquired a stake and hence a veto in its resolution. 

 

Q) How did the Cold War affect space exploration. Also write a note on Outer Space 

Treaty. (250 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction: 

Space exploration dictated by cold war 

 In 1957, the launch of Sputnik 1 by the USSR marked the dawn of the space age.  

 A space race between the US and USSR followed.  

 Space rivalry between the US and USSR was not just a race to outdo one another in terms of science, technology 
and engineering, but also a matter of national honour and prestige.  
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UN intervention 

 United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) was established in 1959 (shortly after 
the launch of Sputnik) as an ad hoc committee.  

 In 1959, it was formally established by United Nations Resolution 1472. 

 The aim of COPUOS was to govern the exploration and use of space for the benefit of all humanity; for peace, 
security and development.  

 Just after Yuri Gagarin became the first human to enter space, the UN General Assembly adopted the 
“Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space”.  

 It recognized “the common interest of all mankind in the progress of the exploration and use of outer space for 
peaceful purposes”.  

 Outer Space Treaty was largely based on the aforementioned declaration 

Outer Space Treaty – an outcome of Cold War 

 The Soviet Union, however, did not separate outer space from other disarmament issues, nor did it agree to 
restrict outer space to peaceful uses unless U.S. foreign bases at which short-range and medium-range missiles 
were stationed were eliminated also.  

 The Western powers declined to accept the Soviet approach; the linkage, they held, would upset the military 
balance and weaken the security of the West.”. 

 The Soviet position changed when the US signed the Limited Test Ban Treaty in 1963.  

 After that, both powers agreed that they had no intention of orbiting weapons of mass destruction, installing 
them on celestial bodies, or stationing them in outer space.  

 Once that happened, the UN General Assembly unanimously adopted a resolution on 17 October 1963, 
welcoming the Soviet and US statements and calling upon all states to refrain from introducing weapons of mass 
destruction into outer space. 

 In 1967, when the Outer Space Treaty was signed, the Cold War was in full swing.  

 Both the US and USSR wanted to prevent the expansion of the nuclear arms race into a completely new territory.   

 In January 1967, the Outer Space Treaty was opened for signature by the three depository governments—
the USSR, the United Kingdom and the United States of America.  

 Entering into force in October 1967, the treaty provided a basic framework of international space law. 

Principles established 

 It states that the exploration and use of outer space shall be carried out for the benefit and in the interests of all 
countries, and shall be the province of all mankind.  

 It also outlines that states shall not place nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass destruction in orbit, or on 
celestial bodies, or station them in outer space in any other manner. 

 Further, the treaty saw astronauts as envoys of all mankind.  

 Outer space is not subject to national appropriation by claim of sovereignty, by means of use or occupation, or 
by any other means.  

 It further cautions that states shall be liable for damage caused by their space objects and dictates that they 
avoid harmful contamination of space and celestial bodies. 
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Q) From Iraq’s Kurd region and Catalonia, what are the lessons for national 

determination movements that one should learn? Examine. (150 Words) 

The Indian Express 

Kurdistan 

 The Kurds have already paid what they regard as an unconscionably high price for the mere act of staging an 
independence referendum.  

 In a punitive move, Iraqi federal government forces, acting in lockstep with Iran-backed Shia paramilitaries, 
retook by force most of the areas that had fallen under the control of the Peshmerga when the Kurdish force 
defeated Islamic State in 2015.  

 The loss of substantial oil-rich territory, revenue and border control by Iraq’s Kurds following the September 5 
vote is merely the latest in a seemingly endless string of misfortunes that have befallen the Middle East’s 30 
million Kurds 

Catalonia 

 The Catalan historical narrative is, of course, very different from the Kurdish saga of suffering, betrayal and 
heroism.  

 But as with the Kurds of Iraq, there is no denying the deep-seated desire among a sizeable segment of the 
Catalan population, who have their own language, culture and history, to break free from Spain.  

 Although it has 16 per cent of the Spanish population, Catalonia generates more than 19 per cent of Spain’s 
GDP and 25 per cent of its exports 

 If it could retain access to both Spanish and European Union markets, an independent Catalonia could be as viable 
a country as any other EU member state.  

 Additionally, in Barcelona the Catalan region has a world-class city that is also a major tourist attraction.  

 Despite these advantages, the separatist Catalan political parties failed to convince the rest of Spain as well as 
Europe of their case for independence on the basis of an underwhelming referendum turnout – 42 percent, 
compared with the Kurds’ 72 percent. 

 Up until October 1, Catalans in Spain enjoyed a high degree of political autonomy with their own 
parliament. Today, the separatist parties are in disarray, their leaders either in jail or on the run.  

East Timor 

 East Timor  became the world’s youngest nation on May 20, 2002, to the immense relief of an international 
community that was powerless to stop Indonesia from invading the former Portuguese colony in 1975 and 
launching an occupation that caused the deaths of more than 200,000 people.  

 Fifteen years have elapsed since a long and traumatic struggle culminated in independence, but tensions 
attributable to income inequality and high unemployment continue to periodically boil over in the Democratic 
Republic of Timor-Leste. 

 The prospect of turning into a “failed state” stares Timor-Leste in the face, placing the Southeast Asian country 
somewhere between Kosovo and South Sudan in the world’s ranking of fragile states. 

South Sudan 

 South Sudan, which broke away from Sudan in 2011 as the outcome of an agreement that ended Africa’s 
longest-running civil war, the world’s youngest country has steadily become synonymous with poor leadership, 
ethnic cleansing, sexual violence and economic collapse.  

 Between 2013 and 2015, a civil war displaced 2.2 million people, killed tens of thousands of South Sudanese and 
devastated the economy.  

 South Sudan, which has sub-Saharan Africa’s third-largest hydrocarbon reserves, was supposed to become a 
prosperous country following secession. 
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 Instead, crude output has dropped to half in recent years over security concerns and internal strife, with fighting 
disrupting production in the country’s northern oilfields.  

 To sum it all up, six million people – that is, half of South Sudan’s population – are currently in desperate need of 
humanitarian assistance, and more than 1.2 million are at risk of famine. 

Conclusion 

 None of this is to say that people around the world should accept injustice, discrimination, inequality, ethnic 
cleansing or state violence as destiny and keep their aspirations for independence accordingly in check.  

 Rather they should prevail upon their leaders to understand that in an age of raw power politics, what really 
counts is neither the lofty rhetoric of political slogans nor the moral rights of oppressed peoples but the 
immediate interests of sovereign states and major powers. 

 Nations pay a price for the foolhardiness of their leaders, as the Kurds recently found out. 

 The road to sovereign statehood may be paved with good intentions, but so is the proverbial road to hell. 
 

Topic: Salient features of Indian society, diversity of India 

Q) Is the demand for inclusion among the OBCs by Patels and other powerful 

backward communities justified? Critically examine. (150 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction: 

 The Patidars in Gujarat, the Jats in Rajasthan, and the Marathas in Maharashtra have been demanding inclusion 
among the Other Backward Classes (OBCs).  

Comparative analysis of India Human Development Survey (IHDS) of 2011-12 and 2004-05 

At household level 

 The intergroup variations at household-level  

Vis-a-vis other castes 

 In most variables, the three jatis are better off than OBC groups and SCs and STs in their respective States, and 
are closer to the forward castes.  

 In agriculture 

 In fact, what distinguishes these groups is the fact that they are predominantly involved in agriculture and 
are more likely to work on their land rather than as agricultural labourers. 

At individual level 

 Comparing individual-level outcomes they find that three jatis are similar to forward castes.  

Government jobs 

 In terms of holding government jobs, there is a significant drop compared to the forward castes.  

 The starkest difference is for the Patidars — their probability of holding a government job more or less matches 
with the OBCs (and is lesser than that of SCs/STs).  

Land owning 

 Over time,, except for the Patels, there is a decline in the probability of owning or cultivating land for the other 
two jatis.  

Casual jobs 

 A high proportion of them hold casual jobs in non-agricultural sectors despite them being largely agrarian 
communities.  
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 With a general decline in fortunes in the agrarian sector, more of them are seeking a future in non-agricultural 
jobs, especially government jobs.  

 This explains why these groups demand OBC status. 

Conclusion 

 Despite narrowing socioeconomic differences with dominant forward castes, the jatis perceive their political 
power and economic clout to be slipping due to the changing nature of the economy, but their demand for 
inclusion among the OBCs is unjustified. 

 

Q) The international recognition of caste-based discrimination as a form of racial 

discrimination may have some tangible effect on the rights of the Scheduled Castes 

in India. Comment. (250 Words) 

The Wire 

Introduction: 

Caste is scripturally legitimised, socially pervasive and politically relevant system of birth-based discrimination 
continues to haunt and hurt the Scheduled Castes of India, also called Dalits.  

United Nations Human Rights Council’s (UNHRC) special rapporteur noted that there had been a significant increase 
in crimes against Dalits. The report also pointed to state complicity in institutionalising the practice of manual 
scavenging, which continues to kill Dalit sanitation workers and is rampant in India despite laws to the contrary.  

This provides a compelling reason to evaluate if recognition of caste-based discriminations as racial discrimination by 
India – and the consequent international scrutiny this will attract – may have some tangible effect. 

International law and caste discrimination 

 The International Convention on Elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimination is a major international 
instrument that aims to eliminate racial discrimination in all its forms and manifestations from the world.  

 India is a party to the convention and as per Article 9 is mandated to submit a report, every two years, stating the 
measures taken in furtherance of the objectives of the convention. This report needs to be submitted to a 
committee, referred to as the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), established under 
Article 8 of the convention. 

 The convention defines racial discrimination to mean any distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference based 
on race, colour, descent, or national or ethnic origin which has the purpose or effect of nullifying or impairing the 
recognition, enjoyment or exercise, on an equal footing, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the 
political, economic, social, cultural or any other field of public life.  

 The word ‘caste’ is not expressly mentioned in this definition; however the CERD, in its 61st session in 2002, 
recommended that: “Discrimination based on descent includes discrimination against members of communities 
based on forms of social stratification such as caste and analogous systems of inherited status which nullify or 
impair their equal enjoyment of human rights.” 

India’s position 

 India has consistently reiterated that ‘caste’ cannot be equated with ‘race’ or covered under ‘descent’ and thus 
has refused any information pertaining to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes or issues related to this 
group in the periodic reports it submits to the CERD. 

 India justifies its stand by taking recourse to its constitutional provisions in which the terms caste, race and 
descent are used separately and thus are mutually exclusive.  

 When the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was being drafted, India actually advocated that caste 
should be recognised as a prohibited ground of discrimination at the international level, albeit this did not 
fructify.  The words “other status” and “social origin” were sufficiently broad to cover the whole field” of 
discrimination. 
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 This clearly illustrates the fact India’s stance on recognition of caste as a prohibited ground of discrimination at 
the international level has changed over the years to shield itself from international scrutiny.  

How bringing caste in would help India’s Dalits 

Positive effects 

1. Affirmative action for all dalits irrespective of religion 

 First, one of the notable recommendations of the committee was that the affirmative action benefits must 
be given to all Dalits irrespective of their religion.  

 India, till date, takes away caste-based entitlements from Dalits who decide to embrace Islam or Christianity 
based on a 1950 Presidential Order. The order provides that only Hindus (including Sikhs and Buddhists) can 
be Scheduled Caste.  

 This has been vehemently criticised even by the government-appointed Gopal Singh committee in 1983.  The 
Supreme Court of India, in the case of Soosai v. Union of India, has also conceded that caste continues to 
exist even after conversion.  

2. Affirmative action in private sector 

 Second, the CERD has recommended that reservation benefits to Dalits must be extended to the private 
sector.  

 The fact that government jobs constitute only 3% of all jobs in the country, it is imperative to provide 
reservation in the remaining 97% for the Dalits who are economically vulnerable to contemporary economic 
activities as well. 

Negative effects 

1. Caste is not actually racial 

 India is an extremely diverse country with unique socio-cultural entity. Racial definitions are not enough to 
describe the nature of caste based discrimination.  

 Caste is something that cuts across the race, and place of origin.  

 For example both upper castes and lower castes can be found in North Indians, South Indians, and North-
Easterns.  

2. Demographic profile may be disturbed 

 Extension of affirmative action to all religions can lead to mass conversions and swift disturbance of 
demographic profile of the country. 

3. Caste politics divisiveness 

 Indian politics that is already saturated with and suffering from caste based politics and vote banks is bound 
to further become more divisive and dysfunctional. 

 However, there is no denying the fact that caste forms the basis of social and economic life in India and is 
thus to come in the discourse in myriad forms, if not identity. 

Way forward 

 Since India continues to regard caste-based discrimination as outside the purview of the CERD, these 
recommendations, relevant as they are, remain on paper –  not even meriting attention from the government. 

 It may not be able to brush the CERD’s recommendations completely under the carpet once it recognises caste-
based discriminations to be within its purview. India’s periodic reports to the CERD have been pending since 2008. 

 India should go a step further and make a declaration under Article 14 of the convention and allow individual 
aggrieved Dalits to directly approach the CERD.  

 Indian people, civil society and state are better equipped to determine the nature of caste system and determine 
the way and course of its elimination from social life.  

 The idea of treating caste as race has already been denied by Indian Constituent Assembly as it would further 
reinforce caste and divide the country. Indian Constitution has already assured Equality, Non-Discrimination and 
Prohibition of Untouchability as Fundamental Rights.  
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Topic: Role of women 

Q) It is said that the larger questions of water rights of women, both in terms of 

access and control over decision-making, remain unaddressed in India. Examine 

why. Also discuss why is it important to involve them in issues around water. (250 

Words) 

EPW 

Introduction: 

Despite the International recognition to the key role of women in issues around water, India’s National water policies 
(NWP) fall short in addressing the issues of incorporation of woman in the planning, provisioning and management of 
water resources 

Why women have been ignored in framing of water policies? 

1. Policies focused on other “important” issues 

 In NWP 2012, the focus was on multiple uses of water and increasing water use efficiency. It fails to 
explicitly prioritise women’s differential needs and uses of water 

 NWP 2002 emphasized ecological and environmental aspects of water allocation rather than women needs 

 NWP 2012 promotes PPP model by stating that water should be subjected to application and pricing on 
economic principle to avoid wastage after drinking and sanitation. 

 Both NWP 2002 and 2012 call upon active participation of farmers, voluntary agencies in planning and 
management of water resources.  

 NWP 2012 emphasizes the formulation of a water framework law and climate change. So no space for 
gender sensitivity. 

2. Relegated to use of water domestically only 

 There is a belief that women are just supposed to take care of the households and show concerns about 
domestic  uses of water and they don’t really need to be a part in water-related development efforts.. 

Why is it important to involve women in water policies? 

1. Primary users of water 

 Women carry the water burden as water providers. They have a better control over water right from the 
household level.  

2. Role in sustainable use of water 

 Since they can manage water for their homes, they can also manage for the sustainability of the ecosystem, 
their families and villages.  

3. Transfer the value of water efficiently to younger generations 

 They are better teachers for the children that can assure water sustainability for our future generations. They 
can communicate the value of water very well. 
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Q) “A woman does not mortgage herself to a man by marrying him, and she retains 

her identity, including her religious identity, even after she exercises her right to 

marry outside her community under the Special Marriage Act.’ Discuss the 

significance of this observation by the Supreme Court. (150 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction: 

 A woman does not mortgage herself to a man by marrying him, and she retains her identity, including her religious 
identity, even after she exercises her right to marry outside her community under the Special Marriage Act. 

 The 1954 Act is seen as a statutory alternative for couples who choose to retain their identity in an inter-
religious marriage. 

 The Special Marriage Act confers on her the right of choice. Her choice is sacred.  

 Only a woman can choose to curtail her own identity 

 Nobody could presume that a woman had changed her faith or religion just because she chose to change her 
name after marrying outside her community. 

Significance 

1. Realignment of common law to separate women identity from husband 

 The Bench prima facie disagreed with the widespread notion in common law that a woman’s religious 
identity merged with that of her husband after marriage. 

2. Establishing primacy of fundamental rights over custom 

 Every custom, usage, customary and statutory laws must stand the test of the principle of fundamental 
rights.  

 Article 372 (continuance of the existing laws) of the Constitution was subject to Article 13, which mandated 
that laws should not violate the fundamental rights of an individual. 

Conclusion 

 Given the fact that in highly mobile society, inter-community marriages will only increase beyond the 
boundaries of caste or religion, it is a judgment which is time dynamic and protects the social identity of 
women to be subjugated under the institution of marriage. 

 

Q) Research found that women’s NGOs had made vital contributions to the success 

of development projects, but they were easily marginalised and trivialised once those 

projects got off the ground. Discuss. (250 Words) 

The Wire 

Introduction: 

 In contemporary global development circles, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) are now performing many 
more roles and activities than they did a few decades ago. 

Role of NGOs in women empowerment 

 NGOs are increasingly taking on the responsibility of implementing the gender equality and women’s 
empowerment agendas of the global development sector. 

 The United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals, adopted in 2015 will undoubtedly increase the 
engagement of women’s NGOs in a variety of activities. 

Women’s NGOs in India 

 In India, women’s NGOs were involved in delivering urban basic services like water, sanitation and electricity. 
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 Women’s NGOs played crucial roles in development projects, often mobilising, organising and building projects 
that otherwise would never have launched. 

Example of Gujarat 

 Women’s NGOs in the state of Gujarat mobilised local communities to participate in urban development 
projects.  

1. Formed community organisations and implementated projects 

 They helped form community-based organisations to represent local interests and implemented 
community development projects — such as health services, adult literacy and child care. 

2. Conducted research 

 Women’s NGOs also conducted research to determine whether local communities could afford to pay 
for basic urban services. 

3. Negotiated with the decision makers for variety of questions 

 They negotiated subsidies, fair pricing and flexible terms of payment with utilities on behalf of 
marginalised people.  

4. Arranged easy access to various government services 

 They arranged access to loans from microfinance institutions for households that could not cover the cost 
of water or electricity connections. 

5. Enhanced women participation by aligning with the state 

 And by insisting that water and electricity bills be issued in the names of female heads of households, 
women’s NGOs strengthened women’s access to property and housing. 

6. Educated people and policymakers 

 The NGOs also educated stakeholders about the realities of life for the urban poor, and shared lessons 
learned in one urban area with NGOs in other cities in India. 

Women’s NGOs easily marginalised 

 After the success of the pilot projects, the other partners declared that they would “go it alone” and no longer 
involve the NGO partner in delivering basic urban services. 

 They were often dismissed as supplementary and dispensable by the other partners. 

 Because the NGOs’ role of organising, mobilising and helping local communities participate in development 
initiatives was seen as a “natural” extension of women’s caregiving work, it was easy for other partners to 
diminish and dismiss their contributions. 

Way forward 

1. Formal agreements to define concrete role 

 The lack of such formal agreements entrenches the perception that the role NGOs play is not particularly 
valuable.  

 But the involvement of partners with a wide range of views, sizes, structures and experiences underscores 
the importance of formalising the role of women’s NGOs. 

2. Data dissemination to signify their role 

 Collecting, maintaining and analysing data on a regular basis about key project impacts and outcomes will 
be crucial for making NGO contributions more visible and less dismissible. 

 Collaborating with academics and other development professionals to publish and disseminate findings 
from such projects will also strengthen and validate NGO efforts.  
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Q) Examine the causes of skewed gender ratio at workplaces in India. What measures 

will ensure better gender ratio? Examine. (250 Words) 

Livemint 

Introduction: 

The #metoo campaign bringing to the surface a new name every week, thousands of women all over the world are 
openly sharing experiences of the harassment they have faced in society and in the workplace. 

Effects of Sexual Harassment at workplace 

1. Careers of women affected 
– Careers of the women that were stunted or destroyed by such behaviour.  
– Mental health impacts of being a victim, from depression to loss in confidence. 

2. Loss of talent 
– The loss of talent is real.  
– A woman’s career stagnates after she experiences harassment at the workplace.  
– These women often choose to work in an environment perceived to be safer, but perhaps disconnected 

from their field of interest. 
– Policymakers frequently lament the dismal number of women students in science, technology, engineering 

and mathematics (STEM) fields. 
– Girls formed only 8% of the total students enrolled in the Indian Institutes of Technology in 2016.  
– But Indian girls consistently outperform their male peers in the higher secondary examination. 

3. Effects on employers 
– And it’s not just the employee that suffers.  
– In the US, employers paid about $125 million in the past two years to settle claims through the equal 

employment opportunity commission (EEOC).  
– Data on Indian companies is also starting to emerge. The figures don’t include the loss of productivity and 

morale that such behaviour imposes on the company. 

Indian law 

 Unlike the US, India doesn’t have a body overseeing workplace equality.  

 The sexual harassment law, while welcome, is fairly recent, with little or no oversight. It’s not easy to bring class-
action suits to hold powerful men accountable.  

Potential solutions 

 The increasing number of women in leadership positions has a direct effect in preventing harassment. 

 In male-dominated industries such as mining or construction, far more women report sexual harassment than in 
other fields. In comparison, female-dominated and gender-balanced fields, such as education, harbour less 
tolerance of hostile behaviour. 

 Male-dominated management teams are more likely to tolerate, sanction or even expect, aggressive behaviour 
from peers.  

 

Q) Discuss the contribution made by prominent women in shaping India’s 

constitution. (250 Words) 

The Wire 

Introduction: 

 15 women in the 299-member constituent assembly. 

 Two of those 15 women were as follows 

Dakshayani Velayudhan  

 She was the first Dalit woman from Kerala to graduate from Madras University.  

 In 1945, she was nominated to the Cochin Legislative Council that elected her to the constituent assembly.  
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 Dakshayani strongly opposed reservation or separate electorates and worked towards a vision of India free of 
caste or community barriers.  

 She held that the assembly should offer the people a “new framework of life”. 

Vijay Lakshmi 

 She was the first Indian woman to hold a cabinet post in pre-independent India.  

 A decade before independence, she moved a resolution demanding a constitution, and among other issues, 
she spoke on the ‘Centrality of New Asia in Post-Raj World Order’. 

Conclusion 

 Most were against reservation for women in the parliament  

 They believed that new India would be one with gender equality. 
 

Q) It is argued that the new law criminalising triple talaq may not be in best interests 

of Muslim women and might be counter-productive too. Critically examine why. (250 

Words) 

The Indian Express 

The Hindu 

Introduction:  

 Supreme Court has already declared, and correctly, that the practice of talaq-e-biddat, or instant divorce of a 
Muslim woman by uttering the word ‘talaq’ thrice, is illegal and unenforceable.  

 Its consequence is that the husband’s marital obligations remain, regardless of his intention in pronouncing it.  

 The Centre’s proposal is to make instant triple talaq an offence punishable with three-year imprisonment and 
a fine. 

Why Criminalization will not help women? 

1. Not a sufficient deterrent 

o It is well established that criminalising something does not have any deterrent effect on its practice.  

2. Civil issues should not be criminalised 

o Since marriage is a civil contract, the procedures to be followed on its breakdown should also be of civil nature 
only 

o Civil character of children custody and allowance of marital law must be preserved. 

3. Alternate available 

o When existing laws, under Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code or provisions of the Protection of Women 
from Domestic Violence Act, 2005, already allow the prosecution of a husband for inflicting physical or 
mental cruelty, emotional and economic abuse, and for deprivation of financial resources.  

o In the best interests of justice to Muslim women is to invoke a secular law that already exists: Protection of 
Women from Domestic Violence Act (PWDVA), 2005. Parliament should pass a law unambiguously stating 
that the very utterance of the words “talaq, talaq, talaq” would amount to “domestic violence” as defined in 
the PWDVA. 

o PWDVA was conceived as a law that ensures speedy relief — ideally within three months — to an aggrieved 
woman: Right to stay in the marital home, protection against violence, right to maintenance etc 

4. Maintainence and children future be affected in case of jail to husband 

o Criminalising it risks defeating the objective of preserving the husband’s legal obligations, and the payment 
of maintenance. 
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Why criminalisation is necessary? 

 The pro-criminalisation progressives maintain that the prime intent behind enacting a stringent law is not to 
punish the offender but to act as a deterrent.  

 Also, the fine amount under consideration could as well be awarded as maintenance or subsistence allowance.  
 

Q) Discuss the merits and demerits of the proposed Muslim Women (Protection of 

Rights on Marriage) Bill 2017. (250 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction: 

 Supreme Court has already declared, and correctly, that the practice of talaq-e-biddat, or instant divorce of a 
Muslim woman by uttering the word ‘talaq’ thrice, is illegal and unenforceable. 

 Its consequence is that the husband’s marital obligations remain, regardless of his intention in pronouncing it. 

 The Centre’s proposal is to make instant triple talaq an offence punishable with three-year imprisonment and 
a fine. 

Why Criminalization will not help women? 

1. Not a sufficient deterrent 

 It is well established that criminalising something does not have any deterrent effect on its practice. 

2. Civil issues should not be criminalised 

 Since marriage is a civil contract, the procedures to be followed on its breakdown should also be of civil nature 
only 

 Civil character of children custody and allowance of marital law must be preserved. 

3. Alternate available 

 When existing laws, under Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code or provisions of the Protection of Women 
from Domestic Violence Act, 2005, already allow the prosecution of a husband for inflicting physical or 
mental cruelty, emotional and economic abuse, and for deprivation of financial resources. 

 In the best interests of justice to Muslim women is to invoke a secular law that already exists: Protection of 
Women from Domestic Violence Act (PWDVA), 2005. Parliament should pass a law unambiguously stating 
that the very utterance of the words “talaq, talaq, talaq” would amount to “domestic violence” as defined in 
the PWDVA. 

 PWDVA was conceived as a law that ensures speedy relief — ideally within three months — to an aggrieved 
woman: Right to stay in the marital home, protection against violence, right to maintenance etc 

4. Maintainence and children future be affected in case of jail to husband 

 Criminalising it risks defeating the objective of preserving the husband’s legal obligations, and the payment 
of maintenance. 

Why criminalisation is necessary? 

 The pro-criminalisation progressives maintain that the prime intent behind enacting a stringent law is not to 
punish the offender but to act as a deterrent. 

 Also, the fine amount under consideration could as well be awarded as maintenance or subsistence allowance. 
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Q) The right to privacy, as conceptualised in K Puttaswamy v Union of India, 

addresses many concerns that feminists have had with this right. Applied logically 

and robustly, this judgment has the potential to transform the landscape of women’s 

entitlements under the law. Discuss. (250 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction: 

 In K Puttaswamy v Union of India (2017), a nine-judge bench of the Supreme Court held that the right to privacy 
is a fundamental right and that, at its core, it means the “right to be let alone.” 

Feminism and privacy 

 Feminist legal theory has had an ambivalent relationship with the right to privacy. 

1. Privacy defined through patriarchal notions 

 Gender structures our imagination of what is private and what is not. For example, sexual relations are 
generally considered to be private matters. 

 Sex outside marriage, such as in adultery or sex work, is denied the same level of privacy protection as sex 
within marriage.  

 After Suresh Kumar Koushal v Naz Foundation 2014, homosexual behaviour is also within the purview of 
public regulation. Taken together, these examples indicate that the understanding of privacy in the context 
of sexual activities is based on sexual (hetero)normativity. 

2. Spatial privacy will exacerbate discrimination 

 Feminist scholarship has debunked the notion that there is any natural distinction between the realms of the 
public and the private.  

 Notions of privacy that shield certain spaces (such as the home) and relationships (such as marriage) from 
state scrutiny can leave persons within these spaces and relations vulnerable to discrimination, coercion, and 
abuse.  

 Conceptions of the home as a place of “sanctuary” and “repose” obliterate lived experiences of women for 
whom these spaces are often sites of oppression and violence.  

3. Spatial privacy supposes privacy for all which is practically not the case 

 Spatial notions of privacy also presuppose that everyone has access to private spaces. This may not be the 
case for many due to economic inability, or for same-sex, inter-caste, or interfaith couples.  

 In these situations, the private space of the home can be stifling in its control, whereas the public sphere 
might be a place of relative anonymity and therefore, of relative autonomy. 

4. Decisional and Informational privacy help women control their own lives 

 On the other hand, the move away from spatial and relational framings of the right to privacy, to decisional 
and informational privacy, has opened up new vistas for women’s rights and empowerment.  

 By grounding the right to privacy in individual autonomy and control over vital aspects of one’s life, this right 
empowers women to question social and legal structures that limit their ability to exercise control over their 
bodies, minds, and lives.  

 By and large, the Puttaswamy judgment embraces this notion that privacy is grounded in individual self-
determination.  

5. Scope for affirmative action for women opened further 

 If the right to privacy exists to protect the individual’s control over vital decisions affecting their lives, then 
non-intervention might not be sufficient to achieve this end.  

 There may be need for affirmative action by the state to enable a person to effectively exercise autonomy 
in making fundamental personal decisions. 
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6. Surveillance of women not addressed 

 In addition to the social surveillance of women, providing public officials control over a wealth of 
information about an individual can render such persons vulnerable to active coercion, through acts like 
stalking or extortion. 

 In a social context where society judges women for their sexual and reproductive choices, mandatory 
disclosure of such information may not only constrain women in making such choices, but also in accessing 
safe and legal reproductive health services.  

 The Puttaswamy judgment does not directly address the constitutionality of surveillance mechanisms.  

 The plurality judgment finds privacy to be an “intrinsic recognition of heterogeneity, of the right of the 
individual to be different and to stand against the tide of conformity.”  

 

Topic:  Poverty, hunger and developmental issues 

Q) Critically examine the arguments made in favour and against the findings of 

recent Global Hunger Index (GHI), especially with respect to India’s ranking. (250 

Words) 

The Hindu 

GHI Calculation 

 The GHI for 2017 is calculated as a weighted average of four standardised indicators, i.e. the  

 percentage of population that is undernourished;  

 percentage of children under five years who suffer from wasting;  

 percentage of children under five who suffer from stunting, and  

 child mortality.  

Why it is misleading? 

1. Children Hunger Index! 

– Undernourishment and child mortality each make up a third of the GHI score, while child stunting and child 
wasting make up a sixth of the score, and together make up a third of the score.  

– Three of the four indicators, refer only to children below five who constitute only 11.5% of India’s 
population.   

– Therefore, the term “Hunger Index” is highly biased towards undernutrition of children rather than 
representing the status of hunger in the overall population.  

2. Hunger index reflects other factors than food 

– Evidence shows that weight and height of children are not solely determined by food intake but are an 
outcome of a complex interaction of factors related to genetics, the environment, sanitation and utilisation 
of food intake.  

– The IFPRI acknowledges that only 45% of child mortality is due to hunger or undernutrition. 

– Per capita food production in India has increased by 26% (2004-05 to 2013-14), while it has doubled in the 
last 50 years.  

– India’s under three-year-old child malnutrition rate was double the poverty rate and 20 times the 
percentage of the hungry in India (percentage of households in which any member had less than two full 
meals, on any day of the month, that is, even one day without two square meals counts as hungry). 
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Aspects of malnutrition 

 There are three broad aspects of malnutrition that must be kept in mind when devising strategies for dealing with 
it. 

a) Access to food items 

 This depends on household income or the ability to sustain certain levels of consumption.  

 The rate of poverty (headcount ratio) is the standard indicator. 

b) Information about nutrition 

 Two, household/family knowledge and information about good nutrition.  

 This includes knowledge about locally available foods that are good from the nutrition perspective.  

 This can be based on:  

 Traditional knowledge (old wives’ tales);  

– the ability to read coupled with the availability of appropriate reading material on nutrition 
– access to media such as newspapers, radio and TV, coupled with propagation of such information on 

radio  
– special programmes like the ICDS that directly educate mothers about child rearing and nutrition. 

c) State of health 

 Even if the right kind of food and nutrition is available, a child may not be able to consume and/or absorb it 
properly due to ill health or sickness.  

 For instance, a child suffering from diarrhoea much of the time is unlikely to be able to ingest good and healthy 
food and absorb the nutrition, even if it is freely available and provided to the child by the mother/parents.  

 Public health measures like clean drinking water, sanitation, sewerage, control of communicable and 
epidemic diseases and public health education thus play an important role in reducing mortality rates at 
every age and across gender.  

Government efforts 

o Pradhan Mantri Matritva Vandana Yojana 

o National Nutrition Mission 

o MAA programme 
 

Q) India is in the midst of an epidemiological transition, whereby poverty-linked 

infectious, maternal and nutritional diseases exist in conjunction with non-

communicable chronic illnesses. Analyse the causes and trends in spread of non-

communicable diseases and their risk factors. (250 Words) 

EPW 

Introduction: 

 In recent years, India’s liberalised economy has spurred rapid diet and lifestyle changes and propelled a swift 
epidemiological transition, whereby the non-communicable diseases (NCDs) now account for a majority of 
deaths in India(WHO 2015).  

 However, while India’s burden of chronic disease is also severe and growing 

 Clearly, India still faces major challenges of pervasive poverty, resulting in a high burden of pre-transitional 
infectious and nutritional diseases.  

 As such, India’s “double burden of disease” advances challenging questions in terms of how to allocate resources 
between acute and chronic care. 
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Trends 

 NHFS–3 conducted in 2005–06 and NHFS–4 conducted in 2014–15 provide one of the strongest sources of data 
regarding nationwide overweight and obesity trends.  

1. Increase of NCDs across India 

 In the past 10 years, on average, overweight and obesity prevalence rates have rapidly increased across 
India to bring the national average prevalence to approximately 20% for both women and men (20.8% and 
19.9%, respectively).  

2. Non-uniform distribution 

 However, these changes have not taken place uniformly throughout India; certain populations have 
experienced greater increases in overweight and obesity than others 

3. Poor states have higher increase 

 In states with low average per capita income, men and women both experienced higher percentage of 
increases in overweight and obesity than in more affluent states.  

4. Rural states have higher increase 

 States with higher percentages of rural people also experienced much greater percentage changes in 
overweight and obesity as compared to urban states.  

5. Undernourished states have higher increase 

 States with greater percentages of underweight children also exhibited higher percentage changes in 
overweight and obesity among women 

Causes for such trends 

 Obesity and other NCD risk factors are precipitated and perpetuated by socio-cultural and political–economic 
factors.  

1. Globalisation culture 

 The changing norms and lifestyles that come with India’s increasing engagement with the global 
economy are in a sense “vectors” of NCD 

2. Processed food availability 

 With economic growth, more processed food is easily available  

3. Labour pattern mechanised 

 Labour and other daily activities have become more mechanised.  

Government efforts 

 National Programme for Prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Disease and 
Stroke (NPCDCS), launched in early 2000s, is India’s primary national programme to address NCDs.  

 This programme advances a two-pronged approach emphasising  

– prevention and control through the promotion of healthy lifestyle changes 

– early detection and treatment of common NCDs  

 However, due to underlying questions regarding its relevance, almost 10 years after the inception of the 
programme, it remains in its infancy, underfunded, and under-implemented.  
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Q) Unless we confront the inequality challenge head on, social cohesion and 

democracy itself will come under growing threat. Comment. (150 Words) 

Livemint 

Inequality 

 The alarming level of economic inequality globally has been well documented by prominent economists, 
including Thomas Piketty, François Bourguignon, Branko Milanović and Joseph E. Stiglitz, and well-
known institutions, including Oxfam and the World Bank.  

Against democracy 

 If a wealthy person does have a particularly strong work ethic, it is likely attributable not just to their genetic 
predisposition, but also to their upbringing, including whatever privileges, values and opportunities their 
background may have afforded them.  

 So there is no real moral argument for outsize wealth amid widespread poverty. 

Against social cohesion 

 There is another dimension to profit-sharing that has received little attention, related to monopolies and 
competition.  

 With modern digital technology, the returns to scale are so large that it no longer makes sense to demand that, 
say, 1,000 firms produce versions of the same good, each meeting one-thousandth of total demand.  

 A more efficient approach would have 1,000 firms each creating one part of that good.  

 But a monopoly of production need not mean a monopoly of income, as long as the shares in each company 
are widely held. It is thus time for a radical change, one that replaces traditional anti-monopoly laws with 
legislation mandating a wider dispersal of shareholding within each company. 

Conclusion 

 Differential rewards do indeed create incentives for people to learn, work and innovate, activities that promote 
overall growth and advance poverty reduction. 

 It is recognized how unacceptable severe inequality is, both morally and economically.  

 The focus must be on expanding profit-sharing arrangements, without stifling or centralizing market incentives 
that are crucial to drive growth. 

 A first step would be to give all of a country’s residents the right to a certain share of the economy’s profits. But 
it is particularly vital today, as the share of wages in national income declines, and the share of profits and rents 
rises—a trend that technological progress is accelerating. 

 Unless we confront the inequality challenge head on, social cohesion and democracy itself will come under 
growing threat.  

 

Q) While undernutrition remains high in India, over-nutrition too is becoming an 

emergency. Discuss the causes and consequences of this paradox. (250 Words) 

The Hindu 

Undernutrition 

 India ranks 114th out of 132 countries in stunting among children aged less than five and 120th out of 130 
countries in under-5 wasting, as per the Global Nutrition Report, 2016.  

 The burden of vitamin and mineral deficiencies (‘hidden hunger’) is also considerable. This is because a 
vast majority of Indians eat cereal-based food, mainly wheat and rice. There is an insufficient intake of food 
such as milk, pulses, and fruits and vegetables, which are rich sources of micronutrients.  

 Women and children are the most vulnerable to micronutrient deficiencies.  
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 Deficiency of iron in women not only reduces physical work capacity and causes fatigue, but could lead to 
depression and post-partum maternal haemorrhage.  

 In children, it impairs growth and cognitive development. 

Overnutrition 

 Over-nutrition is emerging as an emergency in India.  

 As per the recent findings of the National Family Health Survey-4 (2015-16), the Body Mass Index (BMI) of 15.5% 
of urban women was found to be less than 18.5 kg/m2, whereas 31.3% of urban women were in the category 
of overweight or obese (BMI of or more than 25.0 kg/m2).  

 Around 15% of urban men were underweight, while 26.3% belonged to the category of overweight and obese.  

 Dramatic changes in lifestyle and dietary patterns in recent decades have contributed to an increasing 
prevalence of non-communicable diseases. If this double burden of undernutrition and growing percentage of 
obesity and associated non-communicable diseases is not controlled, it can have serious implications for the 
economy. 

How has this happened? 

 While the Green Revolution phase saw new, fast-growing varieties of staples, especially wheat and rice, 
the following decades saw a steady decline in the food basket diversity, especially of traditional grains such as 
bajra and millet, which have high nutritional value.  

 The 1990s, though, saw a focus on the role of micronutrients. Deficiencies of micronutrients such as zinc, folic 
acid, magnesium, selenium and vitamin D started receiving more attention. 

Way forward 

 The Sustainable Development Goal-2, which aims to “end hunger, achieve food security and improved 
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture”, is a priority area for India.  

 To ensure food and nutrition security, there is a growing need for a multisectoral approach.  

 This will not only transform India’s agricultural practices, but also spread awareness about nutritious 
food among key target groups, including tribals, women and children. 

 

Q) Inequality in China today is considerably lower than in India. Drawing from 

Chinese experience, how can India reduce inequality? Examine. (250 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction: 

 World Inequality Report 2018 asserts that there has been continuous growth in inequality here since the mid-
1980s.  

 However, inequality in India declined for three and a half decades since 1950 even as the economy grew steadily, 
though maybe not spectacularly. 

Case of China 

 World Development Indicators data released by the World Bank show that per capita income in China was five 
times that of India in 2016 while the percentage of the population living on less than $1.90 a day was about 10 
times less at the beginning of this decade. India has a forbidding gap to traverse in all directions, but for now let 
us focus on inequality. 

 Since 1980, while the Chinese economy has grown 800% and India’s a far lower 200%, inequality in China today 
is considerably lower than in India. The share of the top 1% of the Chinese population is 14% as opposed to the 
22% reported for India.  

 Inequality actually declined in China from the early 21st century. 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsias.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/27/1-inequality-china-today-considerably-lower-india-drawing-chinese-experience-can-india-reduce-inequality-examine/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/12/27/1-inequality-china-today-considerably-lower-india-drawing-chinese-experience-can-india-reduce-inequality-examine/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/countering-growing-inequality/article22283268.ece


 

www.insightsonindia.com  33 www.insightsias.com  

Investment in human Capital 

 If there is to be a meta narrative for China’s economic development, it is that its leadership combined the drive 
for growth with the spreading of human capital. Human capital is a person’s endowment derived from education 
and robust health. 

 The spread of health and education in China enabled the Chinese economy to grow faster than India by exporting 
manufactures to the rest of the world.  

 As the human capital endowment was relatively equal, most people could share in this growth, which accounts 
for the relative equality of outcomes in China when compared to India.  

 An ingredient of this is also the greater participation of women in the workforce of China, an outcome that eludes 
India. 

Way forward for India  

 India’s full panoply of interventions, invariably justified as being pro-poor, have not only not spread human 
capital, but they have also not been able to prevent a growing income inequality. 

 The focus must be on expanding profit-sharing arrangements, without stifling or centralizing market incentives 
that are crucial to drive growth. 

 A first step would be to give all of a country’s residents the right to a certain share of the economy’s profits 

 There is need to spread health and education far more widely amidst the population.  
 

Topic: Urbanization – problems and remedies  

Q) How does rapid urbanisation affect temperature patterns in cities? Discuss with 

examples. (150 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction: 

Rapid and unplanned urbanisation of cities and concomitant reduction in vegetation results in increased rise in 
temperature compared to non-urban areas.  

Why? 

 Rapid urbanisation combined with changes in land use pattern has led to land use change. 

 With heavily built-up areas and concrete structures, most cities in India and in the world are warmer than 
surrounding non-urban areas due to the urban heat island effect.  

1) Decrease in dense vegetation 
2) Decrease in water bodies  
3) Decrease in crop fields  

 These changes have led to increase in the urban heat island effect.  

 All the losses mentioned negatively impact the thermal and radiative properties of the surface and make cities 
hotter than surrounding non-urban areas.  

Example 

 Delhi is 4-12°C warmer due to the urban heat island effect. 

Way forward 

 With proper planning we can minimise the impacts. So urban dwellers may not suffer from excessive changes to 
heat and rainfall patterns. 
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Q) Policymakers now rely almost entirely on technology, technologists and 

technocratic views by economists for policymaking, thus offering a limited view of 

the problem and its solutions. With reference to tackling pollution in our cities, 

comment on the limitations of technology and need for non-technological 

interventions to curb pollution. (250 Words) 

The Hindu 

Introduction: 

Policymakers now rely almost entirely on technology, technologists and technocratic views by economists for 
policymaking, thus offering a limited view of the problem and its solutions.  

Since the number of polluters will rise with population and economic growth, we need to find ways to reduce the 
emissions per activity, referred to as emissions intensity. 

Emissions intensity can be divided into technological and non-technological elements.  

Technological aspect of emission intensity reduction 

 For example in cars which contributes disproportionally to the air pollution, for instance, engine technology that 
uses less polluting fuels could improve efficiency.  

 Cars now offer the tantalising prospect of reducing emissions intensity to zero, with battery and other energy-
storage technologies.  

 But it will take at least three decades for the current fleet to turn over sufficiently towards zero-emission vehicles, 
before their contribution to air pollution reduces significantly. 

 Therefore there is a need to look at non-technological elements of reducing air pollution. 

Non technological aspect of emission intensity reduction 

 It is vital, therefore, to pay attention to non-technological aspects such as urban planning, to reduce driving, and 
to increase cycling, walking, and use of public transport. 

 The need for travel may also have to go down by voluntary reductions in consumption, not viewed as loss of 
welfare but rather as opportunities to enhance leisure time, health, and recreation. This would be a reduction in 
activity, not just in emissions intensity. 

Way forward 

 Using the best available technologies for various sources is absolutely essential. Other ways of reducing emissions 
intensity are also needed. 

1. Reimagining urban space 

 There is a need to promote more democratically driven land use and transport. 

 It is important to take back urban space for use by people, not their machines. This would mean a great 
reimagining and rethinking of urban space with expanded walking, non-motorised cycling, waterways, 
and footpaths.  

 Many cities in Southeast Asia, Europe and the Americas have shown how this can be done, and several 
Indian mayors and bureaucrats are already familiar with these models. 

2. Civil society pressure on policy makers against vested groups 

 Policymakers also need to overcome the corruptive and overwhelming influence of motor vehicle 
manufacturers, power producers, developers, and other large stakeholders on decisions taken.  

 In sectors such as power generation and industrial production, certain activities can be avoided or 
substituted them with others.  

 Such approaches also offer co-benefits such as improved health, reduced carbon emissions and new 
forms of collaboration across social class. 

 While small changes are occurring in a few cities, other transformative movements are needed by voters 
in partnership with social institutions to take back urban space. 
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Topic:  Salient features of world’s physical geography. 

Q) Why does the Bay of Bengal witness more cyclones than the Arabian Sea? Why the 

recent occurrence of cyclone Ockhi is termed strange and unusual?  Examine. (250 

Words) 

The Indian Express 

Introduction: 

What are Cyclones? 

A cyclone is a large scale air mass that rotates around a strong center of low atmospheric pressure. Cyclones are 
characterized by inward spiraling winds that rotate about a zone of low pressure. 

Features of tropical cyclone that normally occurs on Indian coast 

o Tropical cyclones are intense low-pressure areas confined to the area lying between 30° N and 30° S latitudes, in 
the atmosphere around which high velocity winds blow. Horizontally, it extends up to 500-1,000 km and vertically 
from surface to 12-14 km. 

o A tropical cyclone or hurricane is like a heat engine that is energised by the release of latent heat on account of 
the condensation of moisture that the wind gathers after moving over the oceans and seas. 

Cyclones in Bay of Bengal 

o Owing to its Peninsular shape surrounded by the Bay of Bengal in the east and the Arabian Sea in the west, the 
tropical cyclones in India also originate in these two important locations. 

o Though most of the cyclones originate between 10°-15° north latitudes during the monsoon season, yet in case of 
the Bay of Bengal, cyclones mostly develop during the months of October and November. Here, they originate 
between 16°-2° N latitudes and to the west of 92° E. By July the place of origin of these storms shifts to around 
18° N latitude and west of 90°E near the Sunderban Delta. 

Why does the Bay of Bengal have more cyclones than the Arabian Sea? 

o The relatively colder waters of the Arabian Sea are not conducive to the formation and intensification of 
cyclones. 

o Additionally, the eastern coast of India receives cyclones that form not just in the Bay of Bengal, mostly around 
the Andaman Sea near the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, but also those travelling from the Pacific Ocean, where 
the frequency of ‘typhoons’, as these are called there, is quite high. Most of these cyclones weaken considerably 
after encountering a big landmass. Therefore, these do not travel to the Arabian Sea side. 

o The western coast of India thus witnesses only those cyclones that originate locally or the ones, like Ockhi, that 
travel from the Indian Ocean near Sri Lanka. 

What is special about Ockhi? 

1. Origin 

o Ockhi originated near the south-western coast of Sri Lanka, and travelled very near the southern-most tip 
of the Indian mainland, along the coasts of Tamil Nadu and Kerala, towards the Lakshadweep islands, where 
it was at its most powerful. 

o It weakened considerably after that and continued further, taking a north-easterly turn towards the 
Maharashtra and Gujarat coastlines —cyclones in this area are not a common phenomenon. 

2. Detection time 

o Many of the big cyclones in recent years developed near the Andaman Sea. From there, it took those 
cyclones about five to six days to hit the Andhra Pradesh or Odisha coasts. 

o But the origin of Ockhi was much closer home. Because it developed nearby, the lead time for the forecast 
was much less than in other recent cyclone cases. 
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Q) Discuss the importance of Antarctica in a rapidly warming globe. (250 Words) 

Down to Earth 

Antarctica is the biggest reserve of fresh water in the world, which it holds in form of ice sheets and permafrost. In a 
rapidly warming world, Antarctica’s ice shelf are loosing ice and started to melt off. For example recently Larsen C 
Shelf broke itself off from the main landmass of Antarctica, before that Larsen A and B shelf have already been drifted. 

Significance 

1. Large quantity of fresh water 

 Antarctica holds a staggering amount of water. The three ice sheets that cover the continent contain 
around 70% of our planet’s fresh water, all of which we now know to be vulnerable to warming air and 
oceans. If all the ice sheets were to melt, Antarctica would raise global sea levels by at least 56m. 

2. Impact in changing climate of Southern hemisphere 

 Meltwater would slow down the world’s ocean circulation, and shifting wind belts may affect the climate in 
the southern hemisphere. 

 Ocean currents flow and winds blow precisely because of temperature difference between poles and equator 
region. With global warming this difference will come down thus affecting both currents and winds.  

 Naturally it will significantly disturb the balance of climate 

 For example – erratic monsoon, frequent El-Nino and La-Nina 

3. Reservoir of Carbon 

 Existing Ice Sheets have kept a massive source of Carbon Dioxide and Methane underneath.  

 If these ice sheets are to melt, huge mass of these greenhouse gases will escape and further exacerbate 
Global Warming catastrophically. 

4. Heat budget of the Earth 

 Icesheets are excellent medium for reflecting back the sunlight, known as albedo. Thus Antarctica is 
significant in balancing the heat budget of earth. 

5. Presence of minerals 

 Antarctica is lesser known but significant store house of minerals, some of which are not even quantified. E.g, 
gold deposits.  

 Presently, there may not be commercially viable to extract, but with GW they are more likely to be. 

Conclusion 

 In polar regions, surface temperatures are projected to rise twice as fast as the global average, due to a 
phenomenon known as polar amplification. It is therefore crucial to reduce CO₂ levels now for the benefit of 
future generations, or adapt to a world in which more of our shorelines are significantly redrawn. 

 Antarctica is one of the most crucial component of earth’s ecosystem and has significant position in preserving 
earth’s landscape, ecosystem and climate. It is a global common, thus humanity needs to coordinate its 
developmental activities and limit the emission of green house gases. 
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