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General Studies-2; Topic:  India and its neighbourhood- relations. 
 

Changing Dynamics of India-China Relations post-Doklam Standoff 
 

1) Introduction 

 The year 2017 is set to be a special year in the history of China-India relations. 

 If 2016 was marked by China’s decision to block India’s entry into the Nuclear Suppliers Group, 
2017 saw military confrontation in the Doklam plateau. 

 The developments in Doklam “severely tested” bilateral relations in 2017.  

 Both sides patted themselves on the back for the peaceful resolution of the crisis. 
 

2) Some Positives 

 India's exports to China showed promise of steady increase though the trade deficit continued to 
be high. 

 China's investment in India, specially by mobile phone makers besides e-commerce giant Alibaba 
were on the rise. 

 At the ninth BRICS Summit, Pakistan-based terrorist outfits like JeM, LeT and the Haqqani network 
were included in the BRICS joint declaration  
1) Subtopic 

 Beijing's offer to rename the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and also create an 
alternative corridor if India joins OBOR 

 India and China made a joint proposal to the WTO that called for eliminating trade-distorting 
agricultural subsidies given by developed countries 

 China and India have huge potential despite long list of differences. 
 

3) Present Crisis 

 The critical issue in bilateral relations is the absence of mutual trust.  

 Since 2008, there have been tensions on the boundary, imbalance in trade, strategic competition in 
the region and the divergence on international issues. 

 Stabilising the border has become hard as the frequency and intensity of the incidents has grown. 

 The Panchsheel agreement signed in 1954 was of no help in resolving the difficulties over Tibet and 
the boundary that emerged in the late 1950s.  

 One of the lessons from Doklam is that more confidence building measures on the border are not 
going to guarantee stability.  

 As Beijing’s national power has grown, it has become more assertive on territorial disputes and its 
risk taking has increased.  
 

4) Belt and Road Initiative 

 China has invested much personal and political capital on the BRI 

 India’s concerns have been so deep that it publicly criticised the BRI and stayed away from it. 

 China insists that the BRI is a win-win for both 

 An unconditional bilateral discussion on the BRI is required. 
 

5) Concerns / Challenges 

 The CPEC cuts through the Gilgit and Baltistan areas of Kashmir which India claims are illegally held 
by Pakistan. 
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 Beijing's latest move to extend its USD 50 billion CPEC to Afghanistan 

 The victory of the pro-China Communist Party of Nepal (UML) leader K P S Oli in Nepal. 

 He has promised to use Chinese investments to build up infrastructure including links across the 
Tibet-Nepal border.  

 China's free trade agreement with the Maldives. 

 The signing over of Sri Lanka’s Hambantota port to China and “Chinese debt trap” in Sri Lanka 
makes India’s ties with Sri Lanka difficult. 

 Chinese intentions in the South China Sea and the South Asian neighbourhood, including Sri Lanka, 
Nepal and the Maldives. 

 Reports about the diversion of the Yarlung Tsang-po, the upper stream of the Brahmaputra river 
and the polluting of its waters as it enters Arunachal Pradesh. 
 

6) Way Forward 

 The two sides must “turn to a new page” 

 We need a declaration that addresses the core problems in the relationship that generate the 
mistrust. 

 Urgent need to learn lessons from the Doklam crisis and prevent the recurrence of such incidents. 

 Need for a renewed effort to resolve the boundary dispute to maintain peace and tranquillity in 
border areas. 

 India and China should “reinforce communication and coordination in international affairs and 
make the international order more just and equitable”. 

 Maintain regular contact and advance the development of bilateral relations in all areas. 

 Seeking mutually acceptable resolutions on the differences with due respect for each other’s 
sensitivities, concerns and aspirations 

 Need to respect each other’s Sovereignty and sincere adherence to Panchsheel (Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence). 
 

7) Conclusion 

 A strong India-China relationship is important not only for the mutual benefit of the people of India 
and China, but also for the region and the world 

 
 


