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General Studies-2; Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social 
Sector/Services relating to Education, Human Resources. 
 

Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2017 
 

1) Introduction 

 2017 ASER report brought out by NGO Pratham focussed on 14 to 18 age group unlike earlier 
surveys, which measured learning levels in the 5-to-16 age group. 

 The survey looks ‘Beyond Basics’, exploring beyond foundational reading and arithmetic in an 
attempt to throw light on activity, ability, awareness and aspirations of youth in this age group. 

 ASER 2017 was conducted in 28 rural districts spread across 24 States and generated only district-
level estimates. 
 

2) Key Findings 

 14% of rural youth in the age group of 14-18 failed to identify the map of India. 

 Significantly, 36% of those surveyed did not know that Delhi is the capital of India. 

 Most 14-18 year olds are in the formal education system — only 14.4% are not currently enrolled in 
school or college.  

 About 25% of this age group still cannot read basic texts fluently in their own language. 

 The proportion of youths who have not acquired basic math skills by age 14 is the same as that of 
18-year-olds. 

 Irrespective of students being enrolled in formal education, 42 per cent youths are working mostly 
in agriculture or household jobs. 
 

3) Highlights 

 The number of girls enrolment falling sharply with age.  

 The consequence of the RTE has been that most tend to continue to stay within the formal 
education, even after 14 years of age. 

  The data shows that at age 15, 92.1% of the children surveyed continued to be in school/college. 

 Inability to apply basic literacy and numeracy skills to everyday tasks. 

 These skills that they are lacking in are important not just in terms of work but broader life itself. 

 Many of these students are the first in their families to complete eight years of schooling. 

 So, their ability to do basic calculations and make correct decisions is important not only for 
themselves but for the whole family. 

 Girls and young women have far lower access to computers and the Internet. 
 

4) Concerns / Challenges 

 The school education currently isn’t equipping youngsters for life outside. 

 While the youth are high on aspiration (about 60% wanted to study beyond Class 12), they are 
short on vital, everyday skills that are needed to help them get to where they aspire. 

 Gender divide with boys outperforming girls in almost every task such as counting money, adding 
weights and access to digital media. 

 14 to 18 age is a group high on aspiration but with limited access to information and counselling. 

 Merely increasing enrolment will not lead to the development of elementary skills that education is 
supposed to provide. 

 The quality of education remains a concern.  
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 Deficiencies in the curriculum and teaching infrastructure. 

 Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) has not been much of a success in India’s secondary 
education. 
 

5) Way Forward 

 As suggested by ASER there is a need to provide foundational skills in time. 

 73% have access to a mobile phone. So this is something the policy makers can build upon. 

 Academic skills don’t seem to get transferred to life skills or everyday skills. It’s time to connect the 
dots. 

 It probably involves a relook at the curriculum.  

  Need for foundational agricultural courses that replace the usual bachelor’s courses, seeding the 
necessary improvement in rural livelihoods. 

 There need to be measures in place to identify and focus on students who have fallen behind in the 
earlier grades. 

 Interventions aimed at improving cognitive skills rather than mere enrolment rates are required to 
boost economic growth. 

 Need for early childhood interventions, retention of girl students, learning in primary schools and 
employability of students after high school. 

 In-school and after-school academic support that measurably increase student learning levels. 

 Regular assessments of teachers will determine individual gaps/needs in teachers. 
 

6) Conclusion 

 The bright future of the nation lay in the hands of well-educated and well-informed people.  

 As India aspires to surpass major economies by 2030, it must also focus to meet the aspirations of 
India’s young and provide them with an education system that is innovative and proactive.  

 
 


