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General Studies-2; Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 
involving India and/or affecting India’s  
 

Wassenaar Arrangement 
 

1) What is Wassenaar Arrangement (WA) 

 The Wassenaar Arrangement on Export Controls for Conventional Arms and Dual-Use Goods and 
Technologies, commonly known as the Wassenaar Arrangement is a grouping of 42 countries, of 
which India is the latest entrant 

 It seeks to bring security and stability, by fostering transparent practices in the sale and transfer of 
arms and materials and technologies that can be used to make nuclear weapons 

 The aim is also to prevent the acquisition of these items by terrorists. 

 Every 6 months member countries exchange information on deliveries of conventional arms to non 
members. 
 

2) Implications 

 Membership in the Arrangement has been part of India’s quest for membership in the export 
control organisations. 

 It is seen as a significant victory for the country's non-proliferation track record. 

 It will broaden India's access to sensitive technologies. 

 It is one more recognition, after MTCR, of the growing role India plays in today’s world 

 Robust export controls can act as an important tool for ensuring international peace and stability. 

 Wassenaar Arrangement membership along with India’s recent success at the International Court 
of Justice elevates India's diplomatic profile. 

 If China decides to apply for the WA membership in the future, India will have a say in the decision 
– just as currently China has on India's application of NSG membership. 
 

3) Support for India's Membership 

 India's application was supported by Russia, USA, France and Germany. 

 Russia had expressed optimism about India’s membership in the Wassenaar Arrangement. This will 
help the bilateral ties. 
 

4) Advantages 

 Access to dual-use technologies that can be used for both civil and military purposes - in aerospace, 
telecommunications, navigation, computing, electronics, sensors and lasers.  

 India will be able to sell its nuclear reactors and other materials indigenously produced without 
attracting adverse reactions.  

 It is expected to build up a strong case for India’s entry into NSG. 

 It will give India additional opportunities to interact with the countries who are members of all four 
non-proliferation groups 

 Realignment of India in export control policy framework of other Wassenaar Arrangement 
members including eligibility of certain licensing exceptions 

 Facilitate high technology tie-ups for Indian industry and easy access to high-tech items for its 
defence and space programmes. 

 India will have access to 'intrusion software' technologies, which form a part of the mass-
surveillance systems. 
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5) Concerns / Challenges 

 Membership of the Arrangement would not automatically entail any preferential treatment from 
other WA members 

 Post-WA and post Doka La crisis, one can expect hardening of the Chinese stand on India's NSG bid. 
 

6) Multilateral export control regime 

 A Multilateral Export Control Regime (MECR) is an international body that states use to organize 
their national export control systems. 

 There are currently four such regimes: 

 The Wassenaar Arrangement on Export Controls for Conventional Arms and Dual-Use Goods and 
Technologies 

 The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), for the control of nuclear related technology 

 The Australia Group (AG) for control of chemical and biological technology that could be 
weaponized 

 China is not part of Australia Group. So it should be easier for India to get into the Australia Group. 

 The Missile Technology Control Regime for the control of rockets and other aerial vehicles capable 
of delivering weapons of mass destruction 

 
 


