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General Studies-3; Topic: Conservation 
 

Trophy Hunting 
 

1) Introduction 

 Trophy hunting is the selective hunting of wild game for human recreation and involves payment 
for the hunting.  

 The trophy is the animal or part of the animal kept, and usually displayed, to represent the success 
of the hunt. 

 The primary game sought is usually the oldest and most mature animal from a given population.  

 Trophy hunting has both firm supporters and strong opponents.  
 

2) Trophy Hunting in Africa 

 It takes place over a large area in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 Hunting is carried out in about 1.4 million sq km in Africa which is more than 22% of area covered 
by national parks in Africa. 

 In Africa ecotourism seems unviable given the landscapes are not conducive to tourism.  

 Experts claim that compared to ecotourism, high-value trophy hunting has a lower ecological 
footprint.  

 The trophy hunting of black rhino and white rhino in Namibia and South Africa is legal and is 
regulated by CITES. In Kenya and Botswana it is banned. 
 

3) Opposition to Trophy Hunting  

 Much of the opposition to trophy hunting derives from an animal rights perspective rather than an 
objective evaluation of conservation impact.  

 Some fear that trophy hunting can endanger lion populations. 

 Lack of proper hunting regulations, rent-seeking and corruption 

 Trophy hunting also has the inherent risk of illegal hunting that may have serious negative 
consequences. 

 There is perception that hunting industry does not provide significant benefits to the communities 
where it occurs. 

 Removing even 5% of high quality male animals risks wiping out the entire population. 

 In past human hunting has led to extinction of many animals such as Zebra like Quagga which was 
once common in Southern Africa. 

 It also led to extinction of Tasmanian tiger. 

 Since hunters are allowed to keep the parts of animals as their trophies, it might result in illegal 
trade of ivory, skin, horns, etc. 

 Wildlife with less favourable traits would be allowed to pass on their genes if wildlife with quality 
traits are hunted. 
 

4) Why trophy hunting should not be banned? 

 The most fundamental benefit of trophy hunting to lion conservation is that it provides a financial 
incentive to maintain lion habitat  

 Generic hunting bans do not automatically lead to increases in wildlife.  

 In Kenya and India, where hunting is banned, wildlife populations do not seem to fare better than 
in countries where hunting is ongoing.  
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 In South Africa and Namibia where trophy hunting is allowed, the wildlife populations seem to be 
doing better. 

 Trophy hunting has implicated in the recovery of black rhino and the straight-horned markhor. 

 It is stated that habitat loss and degradation, loss of prey-base and conflict with local communities 
over livestock losses as primary threats. 

  There is limited evidence to show that trophy hunting has substantial negative implications at 
national or regional levels. 

 According to IUCN, trophy hunting when well managed can be sustainable and generate economic 
incentives for conservation of species and its habitats. 

 Often old and unproductive animals are used, but the species wins due to increased funds for its 
conservation. 
 

5) Way Forward 

 Putting certain age restrictions that allow males to breed before hunting could reduce the impact of 
trophy hunting. 

 Need for proper regulated trophy hunting for conservation in African countries. 

  Local voices need to be recognised and accommodated in the policy debates on trophy hunting. 

 Elimination of corruption so that the actual benefits of hunting go to the locals and for animal 
conservation. 

 Trophy hunting must be allowed only to licensed hunters and who are committed to conservation 
and comply with ethical standards. 

 
 


