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General Studies-2; Topic:  Issues relating to development and management of Social 
Sector/Services relating to Health, 
 

Introduction of HPV Vaccine in UIP 
 

1) Introduction 

 There has been a proposal that a vaccine against the human papillomavirus (HPV), which causes 
cervical cancer, be introduced in India’s Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP). 

 The medical community in India remains divided over the vaccine’s universal implementation 

 Punjab and Delhi have already begun HPV vaccination for girls. 
 

2) Arguments for introducing HPV vaccine in UIP 

 Cervical cancer is the most common cancer amongst women. 

 71 countries had introduced HPV vaccine in their immunisation programme for girls and 11 
countries included boys too. 

 Australia was the first country to introduce HPV vaccination in its school programme. Now it has 
one of the lowest rates of cervical cancer in the world 

 It is easily available, safe and has good enough efficacy. 

 Funding to save the lives of women must not be considered a waste of resource 

 Awareness on prevention and safe sex is low in India. We can’t rely on awareness alone to fight this 
disease 

 National Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (NTAGI) has proposed the inclusion of these 
vaccines in UIP. 
 

3) Arguments against introducing HPV vaccine in UIP 

 The primary concern is cost, given the huge population and stretched healthcare budgets.  

  It would “divert scarce resources from more worthwhile health initiatives to a vaccine of doubtful 
utility”. 

 The vaccine for 6.2 crore Indian girls aged 9-13 years, the cost to the government will be over Rs 
56,000 crore. 

 Study shows that India is already witnessing a declining trend in cervical cancer 

 The vaccine has not been proven to prevent a single cervical cancer death 

 There are over 100 HPV sub-types against which the vaccine does not provide immunity. 

 The vaccine can even cause rare side-effects. In Japan, the vaccine was temporarily suspended for 
this reason. 

 These adverse effects will erode confidence in the national immunization programme. 
 

4) Cervical Cancer in India 

 Globally, cervical cancer is the fourth most frequent cancer in women 

 Among Indian women, it is the second most frequent, according to the WHO. 

 A 2012 study shows that India accounted for a third of all global cervical cancer deaths 

 The number of cases remains high in rural areas, where sanitation and hygiene are low. 
 

5) What is Human Papillomavirus (HPV) 

 HPV is a group of viruses known to cause penile cancer in men, and cervical, vaginal, anal and vulvar 
cancer in women.  
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 HPV can also lead to throat or rectum cancer in both men and women. 

 The virus is transmitted through intimate contact, via sexual intercourse, oral or anal sex. 

 The virus poses a higher risk for HIV-infected persons, smokers, and those with high dependency on 
hormonal contraceptives. 
 

6) Way Forward 

 Providing better hygiene, changing reproductive patterns, improved nutrition and water supply. 

 Prevention must be prioritised because prevention cost will be much lower than treatment cost 

 Till the decision for its introduction in UIP, the government should launch a pilot project in some of 
the areas  

 Strengthen the screening system for the early detection of the Virus.  

 Encouraging Indian companies to manufacture vaccine with low cost. 

 Parents must speak to their children about safe sex and maintaining genital hygiene. 
 
 


