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Topic:  Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and 
betterment of the vulnerable sections. 
 

Eliminating torture 
 

1) Introduction 

 The Supreme Court had described torture as an instrument of “human degradation” 

 Recently SC dismissed the petition to ensure a standalone law compliant with the UN Torture 
Convention. 

 The SC said the government has to take a political decision on whether it should ratify the treaty 

 In recent years, there have been widespread appeals from civil society groups and international 
organisations for India to ratify the convention. 
 

2) Convention Against Torture (CAT) 

 The United Nations Convention Against Torture (CAT) came into force in 1987 and India signed it in 
1997. 

 India is repeatedly promising and failing to ratify the Convention Against Torture 

 Many countries have recommended that India must ratify the CAT  

  273rd Report of the Law Commission has also recommended ratification and drafting a 
comprehensive legislation  

 National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has strongly urged the government to recognise torture 
as a separate crime and codify the punishment in a separate penal law. 
 

3) Torture cases in India 

 Torture cases have escalated in India. 

 NHRC had reported a significant number of torture cases involving police and security 
organisations. 

 In Raghbir Singh v. State of Haryana (1980), the Supreme Court said it was “deeply disturbed by the 
recurrence of police torture.” 

 In another case, Supreme Court said that torture is assuming alarming proportions. 

 The recent example of a bus conductor being forced to confess to murdering a school child in Delhi 
is a pointer to the use of torture as an investigative tool among policemen.  

 Torture is prevalent in different contexts 
a. In criminal cases, it is evident in the numerous custodial deaths that continue to occur 
b. In the context of terrorism and organised crime cases 
c. In conflict environments, torture and detention are common. 

 
4) Need for Anti-Torture Law 

 Constitutional protections under Article 21 (right to life and liberty) and Article 20 (3) (right against 
self-incrimination).  

 Need for Anti-torture law for extradition of offenders from other countries 

 Recently United Kingdom refused to send a person to India to face trial, on the ground that there 
was “no effective system of protection from torture". 

 Conditions in India’s prisons, especially the chronic problem of over-crowding, are a reason for the 
country’s extradition requests failing. 

 To reduce custodial violence. 
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 Elimination of Torture is the main aim behind UN Convention 

 A standalone law will be seen as a tangible way of expressing India's commitment to eliminate 
torture. 

 Such a law will be in the national interest. 

 To prevent cases like bus conductor forced to confess the murder of a school child in Delhi. 
 

5) Way Forward 

 India must expeditiously ratify the CAT and enact a Prevention Against Torture Act.  

 The ratification demonstrates goodwill and political intention to comply with international norms 
and standards. 

 Enacting a law prohibiting torture is both a moral imperative and a pragmatic necessity. 

 Legislative measures must aim to eliminate all forms of torture and other cruel, inhuman and 
degrading forms of treatment.  

 Any Torture Prevention Bill must be comprehensive to deal with torture in the broadest manner 
possible, and ensure punishment and compensation as methods of prevention 

 India must show to the world that it is committed at combating the terror and implement the 
promises made to the UN 

  To be a world power, India must act like one. 
 
 


