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General Studies-2; Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing 
countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora.  
 

China’s Water Diversion Plans 
 

1) Introduction 

 There is news report that China is planning to divert the waters of the Yarlung Tsangpo/ 
Brahmaputra (YTB) to Xinjiang province 

 China plans to build a 1,000-km-long tunnel to divert water from the Brahmaputra River in Tibet to 
Xinjiang region. 

 This has emerged as a point of contention with China-India strategic relations.  
 

2) Implications 

 Indian and Bangladesh have raised concerns for the adverse impacts it would have on downstream 
areas.  

 It has raised concerns among environmentalists about its likely impact on the Himalayan region 

 The wildlife and ecology in the downstream will be affected. 

 Analysts have described the China taking control over Brahmaputra water as “most dangerous”.  

 The fear of drying up of the Brahmaputra has become widespread in India, especially in Assam.  

 The fertility of the soil in Assam plains will be affected as flood waters from Brahmaputra will 
decrease. 

 For India, national security implications also follow as the Yarlung Tsangpo also flows into a 
disputed border region with China. 

 It can be seen as China encircling India to reach a deal on the sharing of YTB that favours China’s 
economic interests. 
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3) Significance of Brahmaputra 

 The lives of many millions of Indian and Bangladeshi citizens are reliant on the Brahmaputra River. 

 The Brahmaputra is an important resource for India’s own water diversion plans – the national river 
interlinking project. 

 It is considered a powerhouse to meet India’s energy demands in the future.  

  The Brahmaputra annual flooding cycle helps re-fertilise soils in the Assam plains  

 Hence it provides the necessities for agricultural and marine farming.  
 

4) Concerns / Challenges 

 In recent years China has resisted to share hydrological data on YTB during the monsoon season. 

 China charges approximately $125,000 for the data it provides to India; at the same time, it sends 
similar data to Bangladesh for free.  

 Discussions over the YTB have often been overshadowed by the border dispute. 

 There has been no progress in discussing issues of who has the right to how much water and the 
impact of dams and diversions  

 China wants multilateral cooperation to transboundary water sharing, while India on the other 
hand, prefers bilateral relations  

 India and Bangladesh have a stressed relationship over Teesta River sharing, whereas China is 
cooperating more with Bangladesh on water issues.  
 

5) Way Forward 

 It needs to be examined through data, hydrological regimes, upstream interventions and their 
downstream implications. 

 India needs to clearly envision the desired end goal and strategic outcomes for dealing with 
impending water conflicts. 

 India needs to restrengthen its relationship with Bangladesh by pushing the Teesta river agreement 
and restore its image as a responsible upper riparian.  

 India must galvanise the support of its neighbouring countries like Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh to 
prevent China from implementing large-scale diversion projects 

  India needs to be firm in negotiations with China on water rights, as it did in the case of the Doklam 
stand-off  

 India needs to push for bilateral agreement on water sharing as it has with Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, 
and Bangladesh. 

 India must treat water as a strategic resource and shine an international spotlight on China’s 
unilateralist course 

 
 


