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General Studies-3; Topic:  Conservation; Environmental pollution 
 

China’s Growing Footprint on the Globe 
 

1) Introduction 

 China is escalating its investment and infrastructure development across the globe. 

 The isolationism of the US Trump administration has created an international leadership vacuum 
that China is eager to fill. 

 China's footprint is growing with its One Belt, One Road infrastructure project, with $1 trillion 
investments across Asia and Europe to revive ancient trade routes through a massive rail and 
maritime network. 

 It is deepening economic involvement in volatile countries like Myanmar and Zimbabwe. 
 

2) China's Growing Footprint 

 China is the world’s biggest consumer of illegally poached wildlife and wildlife products.  

 Chinese consumption drives much of the global trade in wildlife exploitation and smuggling. 

 Over the past 15 years, China’s appetite for ivory has largely driven a global collapse of elephant 
populations. 

 China is also the world’s biggest importer of illegal timber, a trade that endanger forests while 
defrauding developing nations of billions of dollars 

 Illegal timber still flows across China's border with Myanmar. 

 China’s plans for infrastructure expansion will irreparably degrade much of the natural world. 

 China’s One Belt One Road initiative will carve new roads, railroads, ports, and industries in at least 
70 nations across Asia, Europe, and Africa. 

 China’s pursuit of natural resources is also escalating across Latin America. 

  China is pushing to build a 5,000km railroad across South America, to make it cheaper for China to 
import timber, minerals, soy and other natural resources from ports along South America’s Pacific 
coast. 

 China is in the first position in terms of greenhouse-gas emissions 

 China's first overseas military base in Djibouti and building militarised islands in the disputed South 
China Sea. 

 China is promoting its political system as a "model" for other countries to follow.  
 

3) Implications 

  A close look reveals that China’s international agenda is exploitative, especially for the global 
environment.  

 The infrastructure projects by China will open a Pandora’s box of environmental crises, including 
large-scale deforestation, habitat fragmentation, wildlife poaching, water pollution and greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

 In the Amazon, for example, big mining projects cause serious local degradation and promote 
widespread deforestation  

 A World Bank study of more than 3,000 overseas projects funded or operated by China revealed 
how it treats poor nations as “pollution havens” 

 It is transferring its own environmental degradation to developing nations that are in need of 
foreign investment. 

 The biodiversity gets threatened and species become endangered. 
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 Exploitation of resources like coal, oil, timber etc. 

 Affects the world's commitment to tackle climate change. 

 With growth in China's economy due to global outreach it will raise the demand of fossil fuel based 
energy and pollution load across the country 

 Development of port infrastructure in Sri Lanka, Djibouti and Pakistan may have possibility in 
destruction of marine environment. 
 

4) Way Forward 

 China will need to be more transparent to achieve its development goals 

 China must work to reduce its illegal timber imports 

 Belt and Road initiative must be “green, low-carbon, circular and sustainable” 

 To tackle China's environmental degradation, the countries affected and the international 
community has to work together. 

 Along with its own interests, China should work to improve economic growth, food security and 
social development in many poor nations 

 China with its astounding size of economy must shoulder the financial burden of poor nations to 
combat climate change. 

 
 


