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General Studies-3; Topic: Food processing and related industries in India- scope and 
significance, location, upstream and downstream requirements, supply chain 
management.  
 

World Food India 2017 
 

1) Introduction 

 World Food India 2017 (WFI) was organized recently by Ministry of Food Processing Industries in 
New Delhi. 

 The theme of WFI 2017 is ‘Transforming the Food Economy’. 

 The event's objective is to strengthen India’s position as a Global Food Factory and make the 
country 'food secure'. 
 

2) Opportunities 

 India is expected to attract an investment of $10 billion in food processing sector and generate 1 
million jobs in the next 3 years 

 Food Processing can transform the country's food economy and realize the vision of doubling of 
farmers’ income 

 There are huge opportunities for global supermarket chains that consider India as a major 
outsourcing hub 

 There are opportunities in post-harvest management such as primary processing and storage, 
preservation infrastructure, cold chain and refrigerated transportation. 

 Immense potential for value-addition, especially in organic and fortified foods. 

 Increasing urbanisation and a growing middle class creates demand for wholesome, processed 
food. 

 Over a million passengers that have a meal on train in India every single day is a potential customer 
for the food processing industry.  

  India ranks sixth in production and export of honey, and India is now ripe for a ‘sweet revolution’. 
 

3) Supporting Initiatives 

 Food Regulatory Portal for effective and transparent implementation of the food safety laws in the 
country. 

 Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana, aims to create world class food processing infrastructure, 
benefit two million farmers and generate more than half a million jobs over the next three years.” 

 100 per cent FDI for trading, including via e-commerce, of food products manufactured in India.  

 Loans to food and agro-based processing units, and cold chains, are classified under priority sector 
lending 

 Mega Food Parks Scheme to link agricultural production to the market by bringing together 
farmers, processors and retailers 

 Scheme of Cold Chain, Value Addition and Preservation Infrastructure. 
 

4) Concerns / Challenges 

 Only about 10 per cent of agricultural produce is processed in the country, leading to a lot of 
wastage. 

 As per an estimate, around 40 percent of total food production is wasted due to the inadequate 
facilities for transportation, storage, processing and marketing. 
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 Food processing industry related infrastructure are not sufficient to meet the growing needs of the 
sector. 

 The sector has been facing a resource crunch. 

 Lack of a comprehensive policy addressing the various needs of the food processing industry is 
obstructing its growth. 
 

5) Way Forward 

 Focus on farmer producer organizations and women entrepreneurs to connect them to corporates  

 Private sector should invest more in contract farming, raw material sourcing and creation of agri-
linkages. 

  Aerated drinks manufacturers should consider blending 5% fruit juice in their products as fruit 
juice-based drinks are an intrinsic part of the Indian food habits. 

 Need for a ‘nutrition-rich and climate-smart crops’-based venture  

 Link India’s potential to the world's requirements, link Indian traditions with the future of mankind 
and connect India's farmers with markets around the world. 

 Each State and district must identify at least one food product for specialisation. 

 Take the Dairy sector to the next level by increasing the production levels of multiple products 
based on milk. 

 Development of untapped areas, such as ornamental fisheries and trout farming.  

 The combination of traditional Indian food, with modern technology, processing and packaging, can 
help the world rediscover the health benefits. 
 

6) Conclusion 

 A well-developed food processing sector helps reduction of wastage, improves value addition, 
promotes crop diversification, ensures a better return to the farmers, promotes employment and 
increase export earnings. 

 If it were to be summed up in one line, add investments, subtract the worries, multiply the growth 
so that India can divide the opportunity among investors, consumers and the farmers. 

 
 


