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General Studies-2; Topic: Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, 
features, amendments, significant provisions and basic structure  
 

Simultaneous Polls in India 
 

1) Introduction 

 Simultaneous polls refer to holding elections to Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies 
simultaneously, once in a five year. 

 The idea of holding elections simultaneously is recently in the news after it got a push from Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
 

2) Arguments for simultaneous polls 

 Elections are held all the time and continuous polls lead to a lot of expenditure 

 Model Code of Conduct (MCC) is seen as an obstacle to the government service delivery 
mechanism. Simultaneous elections may reduce such disruption. 

 If elections are held at once, then expenses of political parties will also be under control. 

 Large number of teachers, are involved in the electoral process which causes maximum harm to the 
education sector 

 Security forces also have to be diverted for the electoral work  

 The impact of black money on the voters will be reduced as all elections are held at a time. 

 Populist measures by governments will reduce 

 There can be more synergy between MPs and MLAs as the tenure matches one another. 

 MPs and MLAs will have more time to devote to their official duties and constituencies. 

 British Parliament, which is regarded as the ‘mother of parliaments’, enacted ‘Fixed Term 
Parliaments Act, 2011’, by which elections have been fixed for every five years. 
 

3) Arguments against simultaneous polls 

 Simultaneous elections are not constitutionally mandated. In the initial two decades after 
independence it was held because of historical coincidence and political stability. 

 If the government loses its majority because of no confidence motion, then elections become 
inevitable.  

 With no elections in the intervening period, some of the elected representatives may not show 
much interest in the initial years.  

 Frequent elections act as checks and balances on the functioning of elected representatives. 

 Simultaneous elections go against the federal principles whereby each state has devised its own 
format of political competition. 

 Simultaneous elections will relegate local issues or issues of state importance to the background. 
This completely ignores the diversity of the country. 

 Elections create a large number of work opportunities for the people. 
 

4) Election Commission's Views 

 Election Commission said all political parties need to be brought on board before such an exercise is 
carried out. 

 It will allow an incumbent government to formulate policies for a longer period without 
interruptions due to model code of conduct 

 Necessary changes in the Constitution and Representation of the People Act must be carried out. 
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5) Niti Ayog's Views 

 Niti Aayog has also favoured conducting synchronised two-phase Lok Sabha and assembly elections 
from 2024 in “national interest”. 

 All elections in India should happen in a free, fair and synchronised manner to ensure minimum 
“campaign mode” disruption to governance. 
 

6) Recommendations 

 Law Commission of India in its 170th report recommended simultaneous elections to Lok Sabha and 
State Legislative. 

 79th report of the parliamentary standing committee on Law and Justice recommended a two-
phase election schedule – one concurrent with Lok Sabha elections, the second in the mid-term of 
the Lok Sabha. 

 The Election Commission has also extended its in-principle support for the simultaneous elections. 
 

7) Impact on voter behavior 

 An analysis by IDFC institute shows that on average, there is a 77% chance that the Indian voter will 
vote for the same party for both the State and Centre when elections are held simultaneously. 

 In such cases, the national issues and national parties take precedence over issues of state 
importance and small regional parties. 
 

8) Challenges 

 Creating a political consensus for simultaneous elections 

 Centre will have to make some states agree to curtail the terms of their houses while others to 
extend theirs. 

 Several constitutional amendments are required to see the plan through. 

 To preserve simultaneity in the event of a vote of no confidence or President’s rule. 
 

9) Way Forward 

 Any changes must require both a constitutional amendment and judicial approval that they do not 
violate the “basic structure” of the Constitution. 

 A focused group of constitutional experts, think tanks, government officials and representatives of 
political parties should be formed to work out appropriate implementation related details 

 Other alternatives should be explored to reduce election related expenses like 
a. State funding of elections 
b. Decriminalisation of politics 
c. Bringing in transparency in political funding 
d. Setting up National Electoral Fund to which all donors can contribute. 

 
 


