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General Studies-2; Topic:  Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 
involving India and/or affecting India’s interests 
 

Rules-based Regional Security Architecture 
 

1) Introduction 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the ASEAN asked for upholding of the ‘rules based regional 
security architecture’, an expression often described to refer to China’s opposition to adhere to the 
UN laws of the seas (UNCLOS). 

  He pitched for rules-based regional security architecture, to deal with China's intent to dominate 
the region. 

 Upholding the rules based order and cooperation based on converging vision and values promote 
peace and security. 
 

2) The ASEAN outreach 

 India's relationship with ASEAN is a key pillar of its foreign policy. 

 U.S. continues to be unsure of its security commitments, and therefore there is a new opportunity 
for India in the region.  

 ASEAN is currently India’s fourth largest trading partner, accounting for 10.2% of India’s total trade. 

 India’s service-oriented economy complements the manufacturing-based economies of ASEAN 
countries. 

 The two sides must think strategically to increase cooperation for a favourable balance of power 
that would ensure regional stability. 

 India must boost its domestic economic reforms agenda, enhance connectivity within the region, 
and increase its presence in regional institutions.  

 Terrorism and extremism is the major challenges facing the region and it is time to deal with it 
collectively. 

 Maritime links have enabled our trade relations in the past and we have to work closely to 
strengthen them 

 All the 10 Asean leaders will be chief guests at the 2018 Republic Day celebrations. 

 Achieving a rules-based regional security architecture is needed for the regions peaceful 
development 

 The ASEAN nations should be clearer in their expectations from New Delhi and nudge India for a 
deeper, more broad-based engagement. 
 

3) Concerns / Challenges for India 

 Concerns about Chinese expansionism have not prevented several Asian nations from endorsing 
and backing the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

 Most Asian nations also show no inclination or desire to blame China for siding with Pakistan 

 China wins the support of Asian nations through lavish aid offers and other financial inducements.  

 Even Mr. Trump, during his recent visit to China, seemed to have softened his criticism of China, 
after China produced some attractive mega deals. 
 

4) Importance of the Indo-Pacific region 

 The Indo-Pacific region is now central to global politics and economics 

 China is the most important player in the region 
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 Beijing is now more confident than ever of projecting regional and global power 

 China has good fortune because U.S. lacks clear purpose and is unable to communicate effectively 
its priorities for the region 

 This makes this period of transition very significant for India that has a stake in the long-term 
stability of the region 

 A free, open, prosperous and inclusive Indo-Pacific region serves the long-term interests of all 
countries in the region and of the world at large. 
 

5) Strategy adopted by India 

 The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) is being revived without the U.S. 

 The idea of an Indo-Pacific quadrilateral involving Japan, Australia, India and the U.S. is back 

 Now India engages with other regional players if it helps to further Indian interests in maintaining a 
stable balance of power. 

 India has taken up issues beyond South Asia, such as North Korea and China’s actions in the South 
China Sea.  

 India is firmly committed to freedom of navigation and over-flight, unimpeded commerce based on 
the principles of UNCLOS, opposing China’s ambitions in the Indian Ocean and the Indo-Pacific. 

 
 


