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General Studies-3; Topic: Inclusive growth and issues arising from it 
 

Economic Development and Social Progress 
 

1) Introduction 

 India was a symbol of hunger and poverty at the time of Independence and has now transformed 
into one of the fastest growing major economies. 

 These economic achievements are extensive, when considering the challenges that arose after 
decades of oppressive colonial rule and being a multi-religious secular entity. 

 The societal reach of this economic growth still remains unquantified. 
 

2) Economic Development and Social Progress 

 The idea that economic development will automatically transform social conditions will hamper 
further improvements in social progress.  

 Delhi, one of the richest areas in India, fails to provide the best quality of life to its citizens. 

 It lags behind in areas of nutrition, environmental quality and personal safety. 

 Many states have better social outcomes than their high income counterparts. 

 Manipur and Mizoram are providing their citizens with standards of living that are comparable with 
many high-income states. 
 

3) Tracking Social Outcomes 

 There have been efforts to track individual social outcomes such as health, education and safety.  

 National University of Educational Planning and Administration compute an Educational 
Development Index for primary and upper primary levels of education that compare States on 
aspects of education universalisation. 

 NITI Aayog has rolled out the health, education and water index. 

 There have also been efforts to look at progress through the lens of a human development index  

 A common measure to quantify the social progress of Indian States that can pinpoint the 
achievements and the challenges is still missing. 
 

4) Why social progress matters 

 A model of human development based on economic progress alone is incomplete. 

 A society which fails to address basic human needs, improve their quality of life and protect the 
environment is not succeeding. 

 Inclusive growth requires both economic and social progress. 

 Measuring social progress offers citizens and leaders a more complete picture of how their country 
is developing. 

 That will help societies make better choices, create stronger communities, and enable people to 
lead more fulfilling lives. 
 

5) Social Progress Index (SPI) 

 The study (2005-2016) helps analyse whether State are heading in the right direction. 

  SPI ranks states using social and environmental indicators on the basis of their capability to provide 
for basic needs such as shelter, water, and sanitation 

 All the States have climbed the social progress ladder 
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 It reveals that there are multiple paths to achieve social progress and economic growth is neither 
necessary nor sufficient to advance social outcomes. 

 Appropriate policies focusing with expenditure in priority areas along with strong implementation 
of the schemes has led Tamil Nadu on this path of inclusive development.  

 Mizoram, amidst all the security issues, has managed to provide its citizens with living standards 
comparable to those of high-income states. 

 SPI for India can be a powerful tool for state governments, working with business and civil society 
to, manage progress towards achievement of the SDGs by 2030. 
 

6) Way Forward 

 We need a cohesive measure of social progress in individual States 

 Social progress needs to be stimulated by focussing on policies directly targeting social issues. 

 Need for creation of a society with equal opportunities for all 

 Social progress not only depends on the economic development but also on the use of revenues 
generated by economic expansion. 

 Investments in innovative mechanisms 

 Private businesses must complement government sector 

 Accountable institutions are critical for improving the quality of life. 

 Regions must prioritize social issues such as education, health, safety etc. as the failure of regions 
to enhance social progress will drive down their future economic performance. 

 
 


