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General Studies-3; Topic: Environmental pollution; Conservation 
 

Bonn Conference - CoP 23 
 

1) Introduction 

 The 23rd meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP-23) of the UNFCCC concluded in Bonn, 
Germany. 

 The conference is held to further the provisions of the Paris Agreement 

 The key topics were related to financial support, mitigation action, differentiation, and loss and 
damage. 
  

2) Key outcomes 

 The Conference made progress on framing rules for implementing the Paris Agreement 

 Developing countries negotiated hard to get the rich countries report, by May 2018, their progress 
under the Doha Amendment  

 Regarding agriculture, a work plan was proposed by Parties on items related to climate change and 
agriculture. For India, these developments could be an opportunity for learning 

 A few project-specific funding announcements were made, such as for green buildings, ‘power past 
coal’ and eco-mobility. 

 The key question of when coal will be phased out globally was not addressed. 

 However, 15 countries led by Canada and the UK formed an alliance to cut down their use of coal 
by 2030.  

 ‘Gender action plan’ to include women in climate activities 

 A plan to have “indigenous people” (adivasis) to have a say in climate talks 

 Little progress on the key issue of finance. 

 An important outcome is the 'Talanoa Dialogue'. 

 'Talanoa Dialogue' is a year-long process to assess countries' progress on climate actions.  

 Under this, it was agreed that the next two climate conferences, in 2018 and 2019, will have special 
‘stock-taking’ sessions. 
 

3) Concerns / Challenges 

 We are still far from keeping the world safe from its harmful consequences.  

 The second phase of the Kyoto Protocol has not been ratified by a sufficient number of countries to 
enter into force. 

 The anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions would severely affect the poorest countries that are 
the most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. 

 The promise of $100 billion each year by 2020 into the Green Climate Fund has not seen much 
inflow. 

 Expecting that all countries keep up their Nationally Determined Contributions promises is far from 
reality. 

 Worsening the matters is US's withdrawal from the Paris Agreement despite being the world’s 
biggest greenhouse gas emitter. 

 China the second biggest emitter is shutting down coal plants on its soil, but building more 
elsewhere in the world. 
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 The recent Emissions Gap Report underscores the mismatch between the voluntary pledges made 
by countries for the Paris Agreement and what is necessary to keep a rise in global temperature 
below 2º C. 
 

4) India's Progress 

 India’s progress in reducing the intensity of its greenhouse gas emissions has been positive.  

 It is on track to achieve the national pledge under the 2015 Paris Agreement 

 40% of India’s power needs will be met by renewable energy by 2030 

 India is progressing towards generating 175 gigawatts of renewable power by 2022 

 India could further raise its ambition in the use of green technologies, which would mark it as a 
global climate leader. 
 

5) Way Forward 

 Much more needs to be done by the international community to truly grapple with climate change 

 Greater ambition on bringing down the fossil fuels is needed for the Paris Agreement to be 
successful. 

 The developed countries which are responsible for the climate mess must commit to funding and 
technology. 

 India, being a developing country and vulnerable to climate change must lead the fight against 
climate change. 

 The negotiators still have to do lot more on finalising the rules which would be adopted during the 
next COP24 in Poland in 2018. 

 
 


