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The Story of a New India 

Introduction 

 India is rewriting its growth story in the global geopolitical economic landscape, striving to demolish 
the old images and impressions to evolve into a ‘New India’. 

 India is the third largest economy with a robust, fast growing market for goods and services. 

 The stereotypical representations of India have to be discarded and the story of this ‘New India’ 
needs to be captured in the face of crises and global threats. 

Resurgent India 

 The actions by the government to purge the economy of the toxic black cash induces more 
efficiency, reduces corruption, gives room to cut tax rates and interest rates, spurring up 
investments while being on track to attain the fiscal deficit and growth targets. This is the story of a 
Resurgent India. 

Digital India   

 India’s digital leadership was clearly visible post demonetisation when the effort to boost the 
Digital payments ecosystem received a much needed fillip. 

 Demonetisation gives us a unique opportunity to harness this digital revolution to deal with 
corruption and black money. This is the story of a Digital India. 

Inclusive India  

 The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) gives a much needed fillip to move towards 
financial inclusion, cashless economy and realise the dream of ‘financial untouchability’. This is 
the story of an Inclusive India.  

Incorruptible India 

 The ‘Give it up’ campaign encouraged customers who earn more than Rs. 10 lakh per annum, to 
voluntarily give up the LPG subsidy. 

 Over 1 crore users voluntarily gave up the subsidy benefit and saved the government nearly Rs 
5000 cr. This is the story of an Incorruptible India. 

Investor Friendly India 

 The net FDI inflows have hit an all-time high in early 2017 of the order of $3.35 bn and have more 
than financed the current account deficit. 

 Foreign investment has increased by nearly 46% since the launch of Make in India. This is the story 
of Investor-friendly India. 

Transformational India 

 GST is set to simplify the tax regime, create a nationwide market for goods and services and 
broaden the tax base giving a fillip to economic growth. 
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 Manufacturing will get more competitive as GST addresses cascading of tax, inter-state tax, high 
logistics costs and fragmented market. This is the story of a Transformational India. 

Digital India 

 To realise the dream of a more efficient economy, the Digital India Campaign was launched to step 
up digital infrastructure and promote digital literacy. 

 The government is committed to establishing Bharat broadband, connecting 2.5 lakh panchayats to 
the Internet. This is the story of Digital India. 

Clean India 

 Swachh Bharat Abhiyan is a transformational move that sets the lofty goal of achieving an open 
defecation free India by 2019. 

 Address behaviour change by shackling age old cultural, social and religious norms that prevent 
people from using toilets. 

 More than 4 crore toilets have been constructed so far since the inception of this scheme. This is 
the story of a Clean India. 

Skill India 

 Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) is the flagship scheme of the government launched 
with the objective of enabling a large number of Indian youth to take up industry relevant skill 
training. 

 The slogan is “Kaushal Bharat, Kushal Bharat”. This is the story of a Skill India. 

Transparent India 

 The government believes in the maxim of ‘Minimum government, Maximum governance’.  

 The biggest achievement of the government has been to curb widespread corruption in the system 
and eliminate delays and administrative bottlenecks as seen in decisions such as coal block 
allocations. This is the story of a Transparent India. 

Transforming India 

 The schemes in the agriculture sector such as Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, Pradhan Mantri 
Krishi Sinchayee Yojana, Soil Health Card scheme, Neem coated urea, augmenting the minimum 
support prices among other initiatives have served the ‘Kisans’ of our nation. 

 On the infrastructure front, initiatives such as the Smart Cities project, AMRUT Mission, Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana, Credit Linked Subsidy Scheme, Pradhan Mantri Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana, 
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana, passage of RERA among others have enhanced the 
performance of the sector. 

 Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Atal Pension Yojana, Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY), Krishi Sinchai 
Yojana, MUDRA Bank Yojana, Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana, Nayi Manzil Yojana among others try to 
ensure a well balanced development of all sections of the society. This is the story of Transforming 
India. 

Emerging India 
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 Looking at India’s foreign policy, government’s efforts have been extremely proactive. India’s 
engagement in regional groupings such as BRICS, SAARC, and BIMSTEC has been fruitful. 

 The government’s focus has been on building strategic ties with the newly emerging countries in 
Central Asia and Africa. 

 India has taken the step in the direction to emerge as a natural leader. This is the story of an 
Emerging India. 

Caring India 

 Whether it is an earthquake in Nepal, or Indians stranded in Yemen, floods in Kashmir, or a fire in a 
Kerala temple, the government has always reached out to the people with relief and rescue 
measures.  

 India’s soft power has been on full display by effectively leveraging events like the International 
Yoga Day. This is the story of a Caring India. 

Questions 

1. Essay Topic: Inclusiveness in India – Still a Dream? 

2. Suggest sustainable solutions to bring cleanliness to Indian cities. 

3. What are the essences of effective governance? Critically comment on India’s record in providing 
effective and transparent governance to its citizens. 

4. Which of the following statements about BharatNet is/are correct? 
1. BharatNet is Centre’s rural internet connectivity programme which is implemented by Bharat 
Broadband Network Limited (BBNL). 
2. It is world’s second largest rural broadband connectivity programme using Optical fibre. 
3. The project is being funded by Universal service Obligation Fund (USOF). 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution (c) (It is world’s largest rural broadband connectivity programme) 

 
  

  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/06/19/insights-weekly-essay-challenges-2016-week-25-inclusiveness-india-still-dream/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/07/22/1-suggest-sustainable-solutions-bring-cleanliness-indian-cities/
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The Swachh Bharat Mission: Everyone’s Business 

Introduction 

 Half way into the implementation of the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM), a significant progress has 
been made. The Mission is slowly transforming into a Jan Andolan. 

 Since the launch of the programme, the sanitation coverage in rural India has gone up from 42 per 
cent to over 63 per cent, the number of people defecating in the open in rural India has come down 
from about 550 million to about 350 million. 

Need for Providing Sanitation  

 The lack of sanitation is the leading cause of diarrhoea among children under five, leading to 
stunting among children and also results in several preventable child deaths.  

 Sanitation is also critical for the safety and dignity of women. With India making massive strides 
towards becoming an economic super power, ending the practice of open defecation is absolutely 
imperative. 

Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) 

 Unlike earlier era sanitation programmes, the SBM is not a toilet construction programme but a 
behaviour change mass movement. 

 It is relatively easy to build a road, bridge or an airport but trying to change human behaviour is 
complex. 

 While mass media campaigns are useful, the real key to bringing about behaviour change on the 
ground is to have grassroots-level trained and incentivized motivators using interpersonal 
communication with villages and households to “trigger” demand for toilets and cleanliness. 

 The Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation (MDWS) supports the States for better 
implementation of the Swachh Bharat Mission through initiatives in capacity building, human 
resources, behaviour change communication, knowledge sharing and monitoring and evaluation. 

 Initiatives like the Swachh Sangrah, the knowledge portal for SBM for districts and states to share 
best practices, and Virtual Classrooms to train hundreds of motivators are examples of systematic 
integration of technology into the program as well. 

 Grassroots leaders like sarpanches, especially women, are playing an increasingly pivotal role in 
accelerating progress.  

 Swachh Shakti event on March 8, Women’s Day, brought together 6000 women sarpanches from 
across India to celebrate their success in the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM). 

 Cleaning up of iconic places, such as the Golden Temple and Tirupati Temple, to international 
standards and of the gram panchayats along the Ganga are other examples of Swachhta being 
mainstreamed in other sectors and spaces. 

Need of the Hour 

 Beyond behaviour change and appropriate technology practices, it is also crucial that Swachhta 
becomes “everyone’s business”. 

 The sustaining of ODF through creation of local mechanisms and incentives is also crucial since its 
achievement is not conceived of as a one-off exercise.  

 Effective Solid and Liquid Waste Management (SLWM) is also a critical part of the Mission. 
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 The SBM is making good progress but there is a long and challenging road ahead. 

 The support of political leaders across states, civil servants and, the leadership of grassroots level 
leaders like sarpanches and women, there is a clear sense across the country that the Jan Andolan 
will succeed. 

Questions 

1. Critically evaluate performance of Swachh Bharat Mission. 

2. Despite some success, it’s argued that there is a key binding constraint to achieving Swachh Bharat 
under the Swachh Bharat Mission(SBM). What’s this constraint? Discuss it’s importance for the success 
of SBM. 

3.  Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan needs to be more than just a slogan-evaluate.  

4. Under the Swachh Bharat Mission Gramin, rural Uttarakhand and rural Haryana have declared 
themselves as the 4th and 5th Open Defecation Free (ODF) states of India. Which one of the following 
states under this mission has not already been declared an ODF-free state?  
 a) Sikkim 
 b) Kerala 
 c) Odisha 
 d) Himachal Pradesh 

 Solution (c) 

5. Of the three areas under which data was collected for Swachh Survekshan 2017, maximum weightage 
was assigned to 

(a) Independent/direct observation 
(b) Citizens’ feedback 
(c) Interactions with municipal body/response of municipal body 
(d) Maximum and equal weightage was assigned to both a and b 

Solution (c) 

6. The knowledge portal for SBM for districts and states to share best practices is 
 (a) Swachh Sankalp 
 (b) Swachh Abhiyan 
 (c) Swachh Gyan 
 (d) Swachh Sangrah 

 Solution (d)  
  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/22/3-critically-evaluate-performance-swachh-bharat-mission/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/01/23/1-despite-success-argued-key-binding-constraint-achieving-swachh-bharat-swachh-bharat-missionsbm-whats-constraint-discuss-importance-suc/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/01/23/1-despite-success-argued-key-binding-constraint-achieving-swachh-bharat-swachh-bharat-missionsbm-whats-constraint-discuss-importance-suc/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/01/23/1-despite-success-argued-key-binding-constraint-achieving-swachh-bharat-swachh-bharat-missionsbm-whats-constraint-discuss-importance-suc/
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Transforming Lives Through Livelihoods 

Introduction 

 Rural Development holds the key to sustainable economic growth and human development. 

 India’s emergence as a global power depends on its ability to tackle the challenge of rural poverty 
and development effectively. 

 Government accords the highest priority to transforming lives in rural areas through livelihoods and 
to improving infrastructure to improve the well being of households.  

 It is only through an inclusive rural development agenda that sustainable human progress is 
possible. 

Performance of Rural Development programmes 2016-17 

 Construction of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) roads from 73.5 kms per day in 
2011-2014 to 100 km per day in 2014-2016 and 130 kms per day in 2016-2017 is a reflection of 
efforts made. 

o PMGSY is aggressively encouraging use of “Green Technologies” and nonconventional 
materials like waste plastic, cold mix, geo-textiles, fly-ash, iron and copper slag etc. in rural 
roads. 

 Under Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), 52 lakh of 
works have been completed in 2016-2017. 88 lakh assets have been geotagged for the first time 
under MGNREGS. 

o FY 2016-17 witnessed an unprecedented governance transformation in MGNREGS with a 
sustained thrust on water conservation. 

o Aadhaar seeding in NREGASoft, Aadhaar Based Payment Bridge, electronic payment of 
wages, large scale drought proofing water conservation works in rainfall deficient regions, 
MGNREGS established itself as a well governed programme creating durable assets for 
livelihood security in poor regions, while providing employment on demand. 

PMAY-G – From houses to homes 

 Large number of households from vulnerable groups and large number of women have been 
selected as beneficiaries.  

 House design typologies incorporating disaster resilient features are being used by the State 
Governments under the programme. 

DAY-NRLM – Transforming lives through livelihood thrust 

 The Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana– National Rural Livelihood Mission (DAY-NRLM) is making a 
difference to the lives and livelihoods of over 3.6 crore households from where women have joined 
Self Help Groups (SHGs). 

 The programme has given confidence to women to seek Bank loans for economic activity after 
developing skills and competencies. 

 One lakh fifty thousand women Community Resource Persons (CRPs) have come out of poverty. 

 Under the DAY-NRLM, over 30 lakh women farmers have been supported under Mahila Kisan 
Sashaktikaran Pariyojana (MKSP) to promote sustainable agricultural practices. 
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 The DAY-NRLM programme has reached nearly 1/3rd of the Gram Panchayats of the country and 
efforts for its consolidation and expansion are being continuously made. 

 The evaluation finds that the NRLM strategy has led to greater demand expression of rural poor.  

Questions 

1. According to the evidence presented in the report of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India and 
studies elsewhere, 11 years of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act have not 
been able to make much of a dent in rural poverty. What innovative ways would you suggest to improve 
outcome of the MGNREGA? Discuss. 

2. “Landlessness is the best predictor of rural poverty in India, more than caste or illiteracy, a fact that 
has emerged clearly in the socio-economic and caste survey 2011.” In this regard, what should 
government do to address rural landlessness? Critically examine. 

3. Analyse the Performance of Rural Development programmes in the year 2016-17. 

4. Which of the following statements about NREGAsoft is/are correct? 
1) NREGAsoft is a Management Information System (MIS) for National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Scheme. 

2) NREGAsoft envisions implementing e-Governance across State, District and three tiers of 

Panchayati Raj Institutions. 

3) NREGAsoft provides information to citizen in compliance with the right to information Act (RTI 

Act).  

4) Facilitate faster information exchange between the various stakeholders through the network. 

a) 1, 2 and 3 

b) 2, 3 and 4 

c)1, 3 and 4 

d) All of the above 

Solution (d) 
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Agricultural Inputs towards National Growth 

Introduction 

 Inputs have contributed immensely to the growth of production and productivity in India’s 
agriculture. 

 Inputs brought the green revolution to India, and inputs particularly, high yielding variety (HYV) 
seeds, fertilisers, and irrigation played a huge role in increasing yields and rapidly boosting the 
country’s food production. 

 Rising population and incomes, coupled with the scarcity of basic natural resources such as land 
and water, have been major drivers for the modernization of agriculture and input growth in India. 
This has led to an intense focus on science and technology to increase yields. 

 In recent times private sector industries and businesses also invest, innovate and contribute to 
agricultural growth. This has galvanized the development of various new agro industries and 
agribusinesses. 

 These are now making huge contributions to overcoming the land and resource constraints in 
agriculture. 

Conclusion 

 The level and kinds of inputs substantially determine the production and productivity of 
agriculture.  

 The discoveries and developments include better genetics/ high yielding variety seeds, better plant 
nutrition through fertilizers, better water provision through water sourcing technology and 
management, better pest control through pesticides, and better farm power and machinery for 
higher physical and time efficiency.  

 The need and demand for these inputs has stimulated the growth of various input industries/ 
agribusinesses including the seed industry, fertilizer industry, irrigation equipment industry, agro-
chemical industry, and farm machinery industry. 

 Policy changes are required to monitor the land use; else diversion of agricultural land will further 
constrain agricultural growth. 

 Need for continuing efforts to promote conservation of water, and its sound and judicious use.  

 The recent decline in fertilizer use may lead to a soil fertility and nutrient crisis, and calls for urgent 
reform of the fertilizer policy and subsidy regime.  

 On the seed front, new technology is strongly needed and new advances including from 
biotechnology can provide many solutions and play a major role.  

 The major shifts in agriculture and food demand towards high value products such as vegetables, 
fruits and livestock products also needs to be seriously recognized and addressed. 

Questions 

1. What are the biggest challenges faced by Indian agriculture today? How can we overcome these 
challenges? Discuss. 

2. Loan Waivers are essentially surgical strikes on Agriculture. Analyse the impact of such a measure on 
various stakeholders. 
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Towards a clean and transparent economy 

Introduction 

 A prosperous ruler will govern the state well, take up welfare activities for the people and 
promote commercial activities with the result that soon the people will also become prosperous –
Chanakya 

 India continues to remain very low in the UN’s Human Development Index with the poor and 
needy largely remaining so. 

 Corruption breeds black money and together they subvert welfare programmes, restrict the flow of 
finance to the government, constricting its ability to formulate and implement programmes and 
discourage foreign investment that brings money and technology for economic development, 
generating job opportunities in a nation struggling to give employment avenues to its young 
population. 

 According to the World Bank, corruption is public enemy number one in the developing world and 
the poor pay the highest percentage of their income in bribes. 

Towards a Clean Economy: 

 India’s tax to GDP ratio is a mere 16.6 per cent. As per the economic survey 2016 -17, India has 
only 7 taxpayers for every 100 voters. 

 This tax evasion is glaring from the fact that while more than 1.25 crore cars were sold in the last 
five years and more than 2 crore individuals travelled abroad in 2015 alone, mere1.72 lakhs 
individuals reported income more than Rs.50 lakh for tax purposes. 

 Black money generated through tax evasion is an economic challenge as well as a social menace. 

 While it harbours bribery, electoral corruption, organized crimes and ostentatious consumption it 
distorts economic planning and financial integrity of the nation.  

 It deepens the economic inequality and corrodes the social fabric of the nation. 

Tax Administration for a clean economy 

 Special Investigation Team (SIT) – headed by former SC judge M.B.Shah was formed to probe black 
money. 

 ‘The Black Money (Undisclosed Foreign Income and Assets) and Imposition of Tax Act, 2015’ with 
stringent penal provisions to effectively deal with the issue of black money stashed away abroad. 
Tax evasion has been made a predicate offence, under Prevention of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA). 

 Multi-Agency Group (MAG) was set up for facilitating coordinated and speedy investigation of 
cases of Panama Papers leaks. 

 Signing Double Taxation Avoidance Agreements (DTAAs)/ Tax Information Exchange Agreements 
(TIEAs)/Multilateral Conventions etc. with other nations. 

 Joining Multilateral Competent Authority Agreement in respect of Automatic Exchange of 
Information to support global efforts against black money. 

 Signing information sharing arrangement with USA under its Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act 
(FATCA). 

 Renegotiation of DTAA with Mauritius, Singapore and Cyprus to curb treaty abuse, tax evasion and 
round-tripping of funds. 
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 SEBI mandated increased disclosure requirements and restricted transfer of Participatory Note (PN) 
to curb money laundering in order to keep track of their beneficial owners. 

 Enactment of Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Amendment Act, 2016’ which empowers the 
government to confiscate benami properties—assets (without any compensation) held in the name 
of another person or under a fictitious name. 

Rewarding Honest Taxpayers 

 E-assessment has been launched in order to reduce physical interface between tax payer and the 
department along with cost and time of compliance. 

 ‘E-Sahyog’ launched in 2015 to provide an online mechanism to resolve mismatches in Income-tax 
returns. 

 Scope of the Income - tax Settlement Commission has been enlarged so that more taxpayers can 
avail this opportunity. 

 Time bound grievance redressal through PMO monitored ‘Centralized Public Grievance Redress 
and Monitoring System (CPGRAMS)’ and ‘e-nivaran’ portal. 

 One page ITR form ‘Sahaj’ for select taxpayers. 

 Income tax Department is working on the ‘Project Insight’ to strengthen non-intrusive information-
driven approach for improving tax compliance and speedy investigation. 

Digital Economy 

 The predominance of cash in the economy is the major reason of large scale tax evasion. 

 Demonetisation has given a quantum push to digital transactions. Digital economy creates 
transparency. 

 Top ranking countries in the Corruption Perception Index of Transparency International have 
reported less than 10 per cent of the total transaction in cash. India stands at a distant 79th 
position in this ranking. 

 The National Payments Corporation of India has successfully implemented the Unified Payments 
Interface platform which facilitates inter-operability; BHIM and Aadhaar Pay will facilitate peer-to-
peer transactions and digital payments over the counter respectively. 

 While the government has mandated the linking of PAN with Aadhaar, as a further step it may 
consider compulsory Aadhaar authentication for cash transactions beyond Rs 50,000/-. 

Electoral Funding Reforms 

 Political parties received Rs 7,833 crore funding from unknown sources between 2004-05 and 2014-
15, which is 69 per cent of their total income, as per the report of Association of Democratic 
Reforms. 

 Political funding by industrial and business houses, when shrouded in secrecy, is the breeding 
ground for vested interests.  

 It nourishes the unholy nexus between politics and business, forcing the politician to return the 
favours, subverting democracy and people’s will. Thus, transparency in political funding is 
essential for clean economy. 

 In the budget 2017 limiting of cash donations to political parties from a single source to Rs. 2,000 
was  announced.  
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 Electoral bond has been proposed whereby corporate donations will be kept anonymous 
safeguarding the interest of the donor but the source can be traced. 

Bypassing Corruption 

 The malaise of corruption has spread over the years resulting in massive leakages and lining the 
pockets of the undeserving. 

 The Economic Survey for FY 2015- 16, for instance revealed that 40-50 per cent of the benefits 
under the flagship scheme of PDS are lost due to leakages. 

 The trinity of Jan-Dhan, Aadhaar and Mobile has provided the foundation for transparency and 
inclusiveness. 

 Uploading the list of beneficiaries for anyone to verify could be the next step to bring further 
transparency. 

 Government has also streamlined and removed scope for grand corruption by mandating auction 
as the only route for allocation of natural resources, through amendment of Mines and Minerals 
(Development and Regulation) act and by launching Government eMarketplace (GeM) for 
procurement of goods and services by the Government Ministries/ Departments, PSUs, and 
autonomous bodies. 

Unfinished Agenda 

 For the creation of a ‘Clean India’, following further steps are required for a sustained and systemic 
solution: 

 Simplification of tax laws and procedures for an effective and corruption free tax administration. 

 Reduce human interface between the tax men and the tax payers. E assessment initiated by the IT 
department is a step in the right direction. 

 The Financial Action task Force (FATF), in which India is a member, has recommended that nations 
should consider requiring their financial institutions to identify their business relationships with 
politically exposed persons (PEPs) and put appropriate risk management system in place as a 
preventive measure. 

 Promote seamless coordination among law enforcement agencies at the centre and the state 
level. 

Questions 

1. Despite faster growth, India still ranks low in the Human Development Index even though the country 
is classified as a medium human development country. In your opinion, should government focus more 
on liberalizing markets? What should be the focus of economic reforms? Critically comment. 

2. Essay Topic: ‘Overdependence on Technology will Advance Human Development’ 

3. Critically examine the role of black money in politics, how it is generated, its volume, its ill effects, and 
how it can be eliminated. 

4. The opaque and gargantuan nature of electoral finance is at the root of the twin evils of corruption 
and black money. How to make publicly-funded elections a reality? Suggest solutions. 

  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/07/27/6-despite-faster-growth-india-still-ranks-low-human-development-index-even-though-country-classified-medium-human-development-country-opinion-government-focus-mor/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/07/27/6-despite-faster-growth-india-still-ranks-low-human-development-index-even-though-country-classified-medium-human-development-country-opinion-government-focus-mor/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/07/27/6-despite-faster-growth-india-still-ranks-low-human-development-index-even-though-country-classified-medium-human-development-country-opinion-government-focus-mor/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/21/insights-weekly-essay-challenges-2016-week-34-overdependence-on-technology-will-advance-human-development/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/02/18/7-critically-examine-role-black-money-politics-generated-volume-ill-effects-can-eliminated/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/02/18/7-critically-examine-role-black-money-politics-generated-volume-ill-effects-can-eliminated/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/01/13/4-opaque-gargantuan-nature-electoral-finance-root-twin-evils-corruption-black-money-make-publicly-funded-elections-reality-suggest-solutions/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/01/13/4-opaque-gargantuan-nature-electoral-finance-root-twin-evils-corruption-black-money-make-publicly-funded-elections-reality-suggest-solutions/
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Transforming India into a Digitally Empowered Society 

Introduction 

 At the backdrop of creating a participative, inclusive, responsive and transparent government, 
Digital India beckons a new innings in transforming the largest democracy into a deepening 
democracy by empowering citizens digitally. 

The Need of Digital India Programme 

 As India is evolving to become a global emerging economy, it is imperative for the country to 
advance in participatory democracy in which all citizens should have access to public information, 
debate on government policies, and contribute towards policy making of the nation. 

 Governance is more about inclusiveness, deliberations, and co-creations.  

 With faster evolution of technology, especially Information Technology (IT) the government is   
making IT the prime driver of development by connecting every citizen digitally to leverage the 
power of citizen participation in governance. 

What Drives Digital India Programme? 

 Digital India too captures the vision of the government to transform the existing ecosystem of 
governance and public services by leveraging the power of IT.  

 The catchphrase - Indian Talent (IT) + Indian Technology (IT) = India Tomorrow (IT) – emphasizes 
on making India a digitally connected nation. 

 The vision is to transform India into a digitally empowered society and knowledge economy.  

 Digital India hinges on three key vision areas: digital infrastructure as a core utility to every citizen, 
governance and services on demand, and digital empowerment of citizens. 

 “Digital infrastructure as a core utility to every citizen” as a vision point helps achieve the larger 
goals of Digital India.  

 A well-connected nation is a precondition to a well-served nation. 

 The second vision area “governance and services on demand” focuses on transparency and speed 
in governance process. 

 The third vision area focuses on “digital empowerment of citizens”. Digital connectivity creates a 
level playing field for all citizens. 

 The Digital India programme aims to transform India into a digitally empowered society by 
concentrating on digital literacy, digital resources, and collaborative digital platforms. 

The Building Blocks of Digital India Programme 

 In order to make the Digital India programme the most efficacious initiative, the Government of 
India defines the nine pillars of Digital India. 

 “Broadband Highway,” the first pillar of Digital India programme, plans to connect 2.5 lakh village 
panchayats via National Optical Fibre Network (NOFN).  

o This will empower the rural population to access government programmes easily and 
effectively. 

 The second pillar “Universal access to Mobile Connectivity” intends to provide mobile connectivity 
to all inaccessible regions in the country. 
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 Under the third pillar “Public Internet Access Programme,” the government plans to create 2.5 
lakh common service centres (CSCs), mapping one CSC to each Gram Panchayat. 

 The fourth pillar “e-Governance– Reforming Government through Technology” enables the 
government to use IT to simplify and transform government processes more efficiently. 

 The fifth pillar of Digital India programme is “e-Kranti – Electronic delivery of services” to deliver 
good governance to all citizens in India. 

 “Information for All,” the sixth pillar of the Digital India programme drives transparency in 
governance. 

 The seventh and the most important pillar of the Digital India programme is “Electronics 
Manufacturing”. 

 The eighth pillar “IT for Jobs” focuses on providing necessary training to the youth in smaller towns 
and villages for availing employment opportunities in the IT/ITES sector. 

 The ninth pillar “Early Harvest Programmes” comprises the projects which can be implemented 
within a short timeline which include IT platform for messages, wi-fi in all universities, secure email 
within government, public wi-fi hotspots, and SMS-based weather information. 

Digital India Initiatives for Good Governance 

 Good governance stems from transparency and citizen enablement. Government of India has 
adopted multi-pronged strategies to bring forth a slew of initiatives.  

 Some of these initiatives are Digi Dhan Abhiyaan, Aadhaar Pay, BHIM, Common Services Centres 
(CSCs), DigiLocker, Disha, Direct Benefit Transfer, and e-Panchayat. 

Questions 

1. Discuss the vision, scope and challenges of Digital India Project .  

2. Essay Topic: “How digitisation is strengthening Indian democracy”. 

3. Essay Topic: “Digital India or Green India, Discuss“. 

4. How can the Digital India program help farmers to improve farm productivity and income? What step 
has the government taken in this regard? 

  

https://www.civilserviceindia.com/subject/Essay/how-digitization-is-strengthening-indian-democracy.html
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Ease of Doing Business: Challenges and Way Forward 

Introduction 

 One of the important aspects of the economic reforms in India has been to reduce the regulatory 
role of the government in business clearances and approvals, and replacing it with a more 
facilitative role, thereby, improving the Ease of Doing Business (EoDB). 

 India’s poor performance on the EoDB front is evident from the World Bank’s ‘Doing Business’ (DB) 
report (2016), where it currently ranks 130 out of 190 countries. 

 Manufacturing and infrastructure has been impacted by the lack of EoDB reforms which has 
resulted in loss of economic opportunity for the country. 

 Poor investment climate has hindered inflow of large volume investment, especially in high 
productivity manufacturing and services sectors, thereby undermining employment and growth 
opportunity. 

States’ Business Reforms Analysis 

Several states doing well; can do much better 

 Impressive performance by leading states indicates that they can now implement an even more 
rigorous set of reforms. 

Many states at the bottom, requiring different approach 

 The government should look at providing these states assistance in introducing reforms. One-size-
fits- all approach may not work in a country of the size and variability of India. 

Industry’s perception: vital 

 While DIPP’s survey is based on state governments’ responses, the flow of information from 
industry to the government in the survey is missing. 

 The industry’s perception is also important and DIPP could start ranking states based on the 
perception of the industry. Rwanda is the best example of this. 

Spreading best practices 

 States, by and large, exhibit strengths in different parameters of EoDB and can be a good source of 
learning for other states in implementation of reforms. 

Competitiveness: Ranking necessary 

 Even though several states have obtained more than 90 per cent score on EoDB reforms, they may 
still not be offering an ideal conducive environment to investors. 

 It is important that states are ranked on a comprehensive list of investment climate factors, which 
would help in understanding the overall competitiveness of a state. 

Concurrent list laws: reduction 
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 The Center should allow states greater autonomy in framing of laws by amending the Seventh 
Schedule of the Constitution. 

 Moving in the direction of cooperative federalism, many such policy functions need to be removed 
from the Concurrent list and transferred to the state list. 

Conclusion 

 Central as well state governments need to be lauded for undertaking a wide range of initiatives on 
EoDB front. 

 They need to be sustained and continually supplemented with more measures if India’s doing 
business ranking is to improve to top 50 in the world in the next 3 years and ‘Make-in-India’ 
initiative is to be truly successful.  

 It must be ensured that the improvement in ranking on EoDB translates into commensurate 
enhancement in the overall economic well-being of the country. 

Questions 

1. It is said that to improve ease of doing business in India, there is a need to provide viable alternatives 
to litigation and implement effective means for enforcement of contracts. Examine in detail why and 
what kind of institutional arbitration mechanism is required in India. 

2. It is argued that GST will make manufacturing efficient and boost the ease of doing business. Examine 
how. 

3.  In recent months, the Union government is focusing more on creating a business friendly 
environment in India. Examine how the recent union Budget strives to give impetus to improve ease of 
doing business in the country. 

  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/17/4-said-improve-ease-business-india-need-provide-viable-alternatives-litigation-implement-effective-means-enforcement-contracts-examin/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/17/4-said-improve-ease-business-india-need-provide-viable-alternatives-litigation-implement-effective-means-enforcement-contracts-examin/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/17/4-said-improve-ease-business-india-need-provide-viable-alternatives-litigation-implement-effective-means-enforcement-contracts-examin/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/05/7-argued-gst-will-make-manufacturing-efficient-boost-ease-business-examine/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/08/05/7-argued-gst-will-make-manufacturing-efficient-boost-ease-business-examine/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/03/03/5-recent-months-union-government-focusing-creating-business-friendly-environment-india-examine-recent-union-budget-strives-give-impetus-improve-ease-bu/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/03/03/5-recent-months-union-government-focusing-creating-business-friendly-environment-india-examine-recent-union-budget-strives-give-impetus-improve-ease-bu/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/03/03/5-recent-months-union-government-focusing-creating-business-friendly-environment-india-examine-recent-union-budget-strives-give-impetus-improve-ease-bu/
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Social Progress: Developing Beyond Economic Growth 

Introduction 

 Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen has consistently stuck with his stand that “growth rate is a very daft- 
and a deeply alienated - way of judging economic progress.” 

 Sen and Jean Drèze, a Belgian born Indian economist, had warned as early as 1995 that reforms 
that boost growth, though important, were not enough to improve the living conditions of the 
poorest, let alone dismantle caste and gender hierarchies and generate employment. They “have to 
be supplemented by a radical shift in public policy in education and health.” 

 For human development to reach everyone, growth has to be inclusive, with four mutually 
supporting pillars formulating an employment-led growth strategy, enhancing financial inclusion, 
investing in human development priorities and undertaking high-impact multidimensional 
interventions. 

 Human development signifies the ability of every individual to reach their full potential as healthy 
and educated citizens.  

 The Human Development Index ranked India 130 of 188 countries under the category “Medium 
HDI”. India is far from being an example in human development. 

 Economic growth without investment in human development is unsustainable and unethical.  

 While education enrolments are increasing, the annual ASER report portrays that learning 
outcomes are still lacking, even in primary class students. Sanitation and healthcare services require 
attention. 

Education 

 India spends less than 4 per cent of its gross domestic product on education. 

 Education holds the key to economic growth and social transformation. In the present era of 
globalization, education is viewed not only as an input to empowerment and social justice, also as 
being basic to the very survival of individuals and nations. 

Elementary and Secondary Education 

 Initiatives such as RTE Act , Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan 
(RMSA), ICT in Schools, Centrally Sponsored Scheme on Teacher Education (CSSTE), Rashtriya 
Avishkar Abhiyan are being implemented which envisage suggestive reforms in elementary 
education and secondary education. 

Higher Education 

 Various programmes are being implemented to improve the quality of higher education in the 
country. 

 SWAYAM is an indigenous IT platform for hosting the Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) by 
providing best quality online education covering a wide range of subjects and courses which can be 
accessed by students even in the remotest corner of the country. 

 Global Initiative for Academic Network (GIAN) is to garner the best international experience into 
our system of education by bringing in foreign academicians to teach courses in higher education 
institutions in India. 
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 The National Digital Library (NDL) is aimed at providing access to online educational resources by 
providing online access to all Higher Educational Institutions (HEIs) within the country. 

 With a view to improving the competitiveness of the higher educational institutions, the National 
Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) has been launched. 

Health 

 On a global comparison matrix, India has done ‘reasonably well’ in life expectancy at birth while 
‘exceptionally well’ in fertility decline. 

 However on Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) and Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR), we have a lot to catch 
up.  

 Lack of education, gender inequality and large population contribute to increasing burden of 
disease. 

 India faces high burden of disease because of lack of environmental sanitation and safe drinking 
water, under-nutrition, poor living conditions, and limited access to preventive and curative health 
services. 

 The Union Budget 2017 outlined an ambitious action plan to eliminate Kala-Azar and Filariasis by 
2017, Leprosy by 2018, Measles by 2020 and even more ambitious target to eliminate Tuberculosis 
by 2025. 

 A weak delivery system and persistent underfunding by the government are the major reasons for 
poor health outcomes in our country. 

 Public funding of health sector remains at 1.2 percent of GDP. The Union Government’s allocation 
to health schemes, in the last five years have witnessed steady decline, in real terms. 

 Healthcare facilities in the country are still not available to all at affordable prices. The aim of the 
government’s latest National Health Policy 2017 is to provide “affordable and quality healthcare” 
to all people of the country. 

 The policy seeks to reorient and strengthen the public health systems and aims to strengthen 
India’s healthcare system in the face of social, economic and technological changes. 

 The policy emphasizes reorienting and strengthening the Public Health Institutions across the 
country, so as to provide universal access to free drugs, diagnostics and other essential healthcare. 

 The broad principles of the policy are centered on Professionalism, Integrity and Ethics, Equity, 
Affordability, Universality, Patient Centered & Quality of Care, Accountability and pluralism.  

 It seeks to ensure improved access and affordability of quality secondary and tertiary care services, 
achieve significant reduction in out of pocket expenditure, reinforce trust in public healthcare 
system and influence growth of private healthcare industry in alignment with public health goals. 

 The policy affirms commitment to pre-emptive care (aimed at pre-empting the occurrence of 
diseases) to achieve optimum levels of child and adolescent health. 

 The policy envisages better access to AYUSH remedies through co-location in public facilities. 

 The policy advocates extensive deployment of digital tools for improving the efficiency and 
outcome of the healthcare system and proposes establishment of National Digital Health Authority 
(NDHA) to regulate, develop and deploy digital health across the continuum of care. 

Where do we go from here? 

 Financial Health of the education sector: 
o Centre- states must prioritize education and have accountable mechanisms to ensure 

implementation of schemes.  
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o Raising public expenditure on education to a level of 6 per cent of GDP has remained a 
national commitment for nearly forty years now. 

 Quality, uniformity and spread of education: 
o There is need to increase the percentage of qualified teachers and also the training of both 

qualified and under-qualified teachers. 
o A national quality assessment framework to assess the quality of education, integrated 

courses and credit transfer should be adopted along with teacher training. 

 Teacher absenteeism: 
o Performance based appraisal for teachers and midterm re-evaluation.  
o Integrated network of outstanding teachers with subject expertise can be created to 

motivate, inspire and guide.  
o All India Teachers Service can be introduced on the lines of Indian Administrative service. 

 Availability: 
o A forecast mechanism to know the future demand and division of targets between public 

and private sector with simultaneous increase in education budget should be done. 

 Affordability: 
o Financial models like scholarships, education loans, industry sponsored education need to 

be explored at varied levels.  
o A Digital Gender Atlas for Advancing Girl’s Education in India [developed by UNICEF] and 

launched by the MHRD will “help identify low-performing geographic pockets for girls, 
particularly from marginalized groups.” 

 Autonomy: 
o A national appointment commission and autonomy in internal model design is the need of 

the hour. 

 Employability: 
o Incubation centres, scientist extension programs and education industry interface should be 

encouraged. 

 Language barrier: 
o Translation of all educational material to various Indian languages should be taken up on 

mission mode. 

 Access: 
o Regulatory mechanism in public and private sector to improve access, quality and delivery 

of care including standardization of health infrastructure, its management, administration 
and overall governance structure. 

 Health delivery infrastructure: 
o Number of medical colleges and seats must go up, rural internship to be incentivized well, 

reservation in PG medical courses for students who have served in rural areas for at least 3-
5 years, enhancement of age limit for appointment of teachers in medical colleges, 
affordable medical education in colleges. 

o There is dire need for out-of-box, tech-driven, innovative, scalable, low-cost solutions. 

 Specialists Requirement: 
o Create healthcare cadres who address specific health challenges and integrate hospitals 

through e-network, which can share bed-doctor- facilities availability information. 
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Questions 

1. Are investments in education and agricultural research and development, and in rural infrastructure 
development and health provisions have improved farm income and reduced poverty levels in India? 
Examine. 

2. Quality of educators is the cornerstone for quality education. What measures can be undertaken to 
improve teacher quality at all levels of education?  Discuss. 

3. Universities must teach quality education and respond to apt aspirations of emerging India’s ever 
changing society. Comment. 

4. Good Higher Education and Research systems facilitate incremental economic development. Analyse. 

5. What do you understand by human capital? Why does it make sense to invest heavily in education? 
Examine. 

6. Urban Health Disorders are a self inflection despite resource availability. Comment. 

7. “All at once, India’s healthcare suffers from quality, quantity, footprint, access and affordability 
issues.” Critically analyse. 

8.  There is an upsurge in collective efforts in India to improve neonatal and maternal health in line with 
the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. Examine the causes and suggest improvements. 

 

 

 
 

  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/07/7-investments-education-agricultural-research-development-rural-infrastructure-development-health-provisions-improved-farm-income-reduced-poverty-levels/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/07/7-investments-education-agricultural-research-development-rural-infrastructure-development-health-provisions-improved-farm-income-reduced-poverty-levels/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/07/7-investments-education-agricultural-research-development-rural-infrastructure-development-health-provisions-improved-farm-income-reduced-poverty-levels/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/04/2-quality-educators-cornerstone-quality-education-measures-can-undertaken-improve-teacher-quality-levels-education-discuss/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/04/2-quality-educators-cornerstone-quality-education-measures-can-undertaken-improve-teacher-quality-levels-education-discuss/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/09/30/2-universities-must-teach-quality-education-respond-apt-aspirations-emerging-indias-ever-changing-society-comment/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/09/30/2-universities-must-teach-quality-education-respond-apt-aspirations-emerging-indias-ever-changing-society-comment/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/09/15/5-good-higher-education-research-systems-facilitate-incremental-economic-development-analyse/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/31/5-understand-human-capital-make-sense-invest-heavily-education-examine/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/31/5-understand-human-capital-make-sense-invest-heavily-education-examine/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/07/2-urban-health-disorders-self-inflection-despite-resource-availability-comment/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/02/3-indias-healthcare-suffers-quality-quantity-footprint-access-affordability-issues-critically-analyse/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/10/02/3-indias-healthcare-suffers-quality-quantity-footprint-access-affordability-issues-critically-analyse/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/30/2-upsurge-collective-efforts-india-improve-neonatal-maternal-health-line-uns-sustainable-development-goals-examine-causes-suggest-improvements/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/08/30/2-upsurge-collective-efforts-india-improve-neonatal-maternal-health-line-uns-sustainable-development-goals-examine-causes-suggest-improvements/
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Facts for Prelims 

PM Dedicated India’s Longest Tunnel to the Nation 

 India’s longest highways tunnel – the Chenani-Nashri tunnel in Jammu & Kashmir. 

 An ideal example of the government’s ‘Make in India’ and ‘Skill India’ initiative, the 9 Km long, all-
weather tunnel between Udhampur and Ramban in J&K is India’s longest highways tunnel and also 
Asia’s longest bi-directional highways tunnel.  

Towards Cleaner Cooking Fuel 

 Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana was launched by the Prime Minister on May 1st, 2016 in Ballia, 
Uttar Pradesh to safeguard the health of women and children by providing them with a clean 
cooking fuel – LPG, so that they do not have to compromise their health in smoky kitchens or 
wander in unsafe areas collecting firewood.  

 Under this scheme, 5 Cr LPG connections were to be provided to BPL families with a support of 
Rs.1600 per connection within 3 years. 

 Ensuring women’s empowerment, especially in rural India, the connections is issued in the name of 
women of the households. 

 An adult woman member of BPL family identified through Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) data 
is given a deposit free LPG connection with financial assistance of Rs. 1600/- per connection by 
Government of India. 

eSAMPARK 

 e-Sampark is a mechanism to connect the government directly with citizens across India by 
running mailer, outbound dialling and SMS campaigns. 

 e-Sampark portal was launched in May 2016. It works as a platform to pass on messages to the 
people and also receive messages from people.  

 The Portal is aimed to improve government communications with citizens. 

 e-Sampark signifies the essence of Digital India. It enables the government to communicate with 
the citizens about several programmes and initiatives. 

 Increased awareness among the citizens by sharing urgent alerts of national or public interest and 
government updates so he or she can take benefit of schemes and programmes timely. 

 


