
                              Insights Mind maps 
 

www.insightsonindia.com  Page 1                                                     www.insightsias.com  

General Studies-3; Topic: Issues relating to intellectual property rights.  
 

Transforming India into an Innovation Hub 
 

1) Introduction 

 Innovation is the application of new ideas to solve problems, which are sometimes specific to a 
region or a context.  

 Innovation is life. When there is no innovation, there is stagnation 

 Talk about the most powerful, economically advanced nations, and they all have something in 
common, which has been a major contributor to their success. Innovation. 

 The factors that contribute to an ecosystem of innovation are strong scientific and technological 
base, as well as investment from both public and private sectors.  
 

2) India's position in Innovation 

 India is placed 60th among 127 countries according to the Global Innovation Index of 2017 — an 
index prepared by Cornell University, INSEAD and the World Intellectual Property Organisation.  

 In a recently released International intellectual property (IP) index that studied 45 countries, India 
ranked at 43rd position. 
 

3) Why India needs Innovation 

 Innovations in agriculture is needed to feed 1.3 billion people  

 Innovation and IP stimulate productivity, push economic growth 

 Start-ups are the engines of exponential growth, manifesting the power of innovation 

 Innovation and IP-savviness are key to making nations competitive. 

 Generate opportunities to earn from multiple sources, for instance, through licensing or sale of IP 
rights. 
 

4) International Examples 

 The America we see today is a nation that has built its economy on the back of innovation 

 Japan, South Korea, China and Taiwan have also demonstrated how innovation leads to an increase 
in GDP. 

 IP-intensive industries contribute more than 34.8% to US GDP 

  Apple’s game-changing innovations and its products are protected by a multitude of patents that 
allows it to monetise the innovations.  
 

5) Concerns / Challenges 

 The progress of Atal Innovation Mission has been slow. 

 There are hardly any innovative ideas which could be scaled up to the national level.  

 Poor record on IP protection is holding India back from being a leading nation when it comes to 
innovations. 

 The scale of pirating has become so large that it poses a major challenge to the government. 

 One more challenge is keeping pace with the latest in technology 

 Both the public and private sectors in India invest less than 1% of the country’s GDP in research and 
development (R&D). 

 Indian students are far outranked in global science and reading tests conducted by the OECD and 
no Indian university ranks in the top 50 in global rankings. 
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6) Government Programmes 

 India-Israel Industrial R&D and Technological Innovation Fund (I4F) 
a. Promotion of bilateral Industrial R&D and Innovation cooperation between both countries in 

fields of science and technology by supporting joint projects for innovative processes or 
services. 

b. Focus areas of mutual interest such as agriculture, water, energy and digital technologies. 

 Mentor India Campaign 
a. NITI Aayog launched Mentor India Campaign, to engage leaders for guiding and mentoring 

students at Atal Tinkering Labs. 
b. NITI Aayog is looking for leaders who can spend one to two hours every week in such labs to 

enable students learn, experience and practice future skills. 
c. More than 900 Atal Tinkering Labs have been established across the country as a part of the 

Atal Innovation Mission. 

 Atal Innovation Mission 
a. NITI Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission programme is to promote innovation and 

entrepreneurship in the country. 
b. The objective is to provide an innovation promotion platform involving academics, researchers 

and entrepreneurs. 
c. Promote a network of world-class innovation hubs, Start-up businesses and other self-

employment activities. 

 India Innovation Index 
a. This will add India-centric parameters those truly reflect the Indian innovation ecosystem.  

 India-Rwanda innovation growth programme 
a. Establishment of an Entrepreneurship Development Centre in Rwanda duly financed by India. 

 
7) Way Forward 

 Mainstream the idea of innovation in the functioning of the Union and state governments.  

 India must curb intellectual property rights violations in order to become an innovation hub. 

 Government must create an enabling environment to safeguard the intellectual property of 
individuals, private and public companies that develop new products and ideas. 

 Restore the credibility of India’s regulatory institutions and put innovations on a safe and reliable 
path. 

 Regulatory bodies need to clear applications for innovative products quickly, lest they are 
introduced by pirates secretively. 

  Improve the quality of education across all levels. A technology policy that incentivises genuine 
R&D is required. 

 Ease of entry and exit of firms, competition, a vibrant financial sector, a culture of entrepreneurship 
and an end to failure-shaming would help.  

 Indians must develop a culture of confidence in their own original ideas without waiting for 
validation by a foreign investor. 

 Social hierarchy that sees intellectual merit only in some castes must go. 

 We need innovations, not just for solving the country’s complex problems, but also for creating 
more equitable and inclusive society. 

 The government in partnership with industry and academics should identify areas where India 
seeks to innovate and create solutions for India and the world. 

 A cohesive national strategy for innovation must be articulated. 
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8) Conclusion 

 For organizations to succeed, they must understand and invest in IP.  

 For nations to succeed, governments and policymakers must encourage and create a climate 
favourable for invention, creativity and innovation. 

 
 


